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PBOGEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OP   REPRESENTATIVES.* 


SE88I0S  COBTIITUED  VZOil    YOU  ZU 


MosDAT,  December  7, 183S. 

At  tv^Te  o'oloek,  IL,  the  Hoom  was  called 
to  order  hj  Mr.  Fsiunajx,  the  Olerk  of  the  last 
Congress. 

Election  of  Speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bsasmuct,  the  Hooae 
proceeded  to  btdlot  for  a  Speaker. 

Messrs.  Jobnsov  of  Tennessee,  Etxrstt  of 
Yennont,  and  Amthoitt  of  PennBylvanla,  were 

*  LIST  OF  MSUBEBS. 

HdttM. — Jenmiah  Bailer,  0*oiga  Etwm,  John  Fairfield, 
J«*ephBan,IiaaiiaidJaiTia,M<»ealIaa(Mi,Oor!iam  Farlu, 
Fiaacii  <X  J.  Smith. 

Jfme  JiiM/wMi'a.— Beanlng  U.  Bean,  Bobert  Bnnii,  8am- 
nal  Cwhrnan,  FiuUIb  Plaree,  Joaeph  Veakt, 

JfnwnctmeWt.  -John  Qnlne^  Adama,  Nathaniel  B.  Bor- 
den, George  N.  Brlggs,  William  B.  Calhonn,  Caleb  Cubing, 
Geoife  Siennell,  Jr^  Samnel  Hoar,  WUUam  Jackson,  Abbot 
liawicnee,  Levi  Uneoln,  Stephen  O.  PUIllpa,  John  Bead. 

SiMde  JWoad.— Dntee  J.  Fearoe,  W.  Bpngne. 

Cbiwertfenfc— EHaha  Hal«f ,  Samnel  Ingham,  Andrew  T. 
Judaon,  Lanoelot  Phelps,  Isaac  Toneej,  Zaimon  Vildman. 

Tamoiit— Bemaa  Allen,  Hoiaee  Ereratt,  HUand  Hall,' 
Hamj-  F.  Janea,  Wnitam  Siada. 

SmB  Fort.— Samnel  Barton,  Bamnel  Beatddex,  Abraham 
Bodae,  liatthiaa  J.  Boree,  John  "W.  Brown,  C  C.  Cambre- 
bng,  Onham  H.  Chapin,  Timothy  Childa,  John  Cramer, 
UlTsaes  F.  Doobledaj,  Valentine  Efher,  Dudley  Farlln, 
FUlo  C.  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Bansom  H.  Otllet, 
Fitneia  Qraager,  Gideon  Hard,  Abner  Hateltlne,  Hiram  P. 
Hant,  Abel  Huntington,  Oeirlt  T.  Lansing,  Oeorge  W.  Lay, 
OUaoB  Lee,  Joahna  Lee,  Stephen  B.  Leonard,  Thomas  C. 
LoTB,  AHJah  Mann,  ]r^  WOllam  Mason,  John  UcKeon,  Ely 
Moore,  Shsntiaa  Page,  Joaeph  BaTuolds,  David  Bossell, 
WOBam  Sarmonr,  Blaholas  Sickles,  William  Taylor,  Joel 
IvnOi,  Aaron  Tandeipoel,  Aaron  Ward,  Daniel  WardweU. 

Smc  Araeir.— Philemon  Diekenon,  Bamnel  Fowler,  Thoa. 
Lee,  Jamea  Parker,  Ferdinand  B.  Bchenck,  William  H. 


appointed  teUen ;  and,  on  eomiting  the  ballots, 
it  appeared  that  226  had  been  giren,  as  follows : 

Tor  Jamm  K.  Pouc,  •  -       .    189 

Sons  Bku,  -       •       ...      84 

Soatteting  and  blanks,        ...       9 

The  honorable  Jamsb  K  Folk,  of  Tennessee, 
having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
given,  was  declared  dnly  elected  Speaker  of  the 
24th  Congress;  and  returned  his  thanks  for 
the  honor  conferred,  in  the  following  address : 


TVmwyfaaisfa.— Jaeeph  B.  Anthony,  Mlohael  W.  Ash, 
John  Banks,  Andrew  Beaumont,  Andrew  Bnohanan,  Oeorge 
Chambers,  William  P.  Hark,  Edward  Darlington,  Harmar 
Denny,  Jaeob  Fry,  Jr^  John  Oalbralth,  James  Eaiper,  Sam- 
uel B.  Harrison,  Joaeph  HendaraoB,  William  Heister,  Ed- 
ward B.  Habley,  Joseph  R.  IngersoU,  John  KUngensndth, 
Jr.,  John  Laporte,  Henry  Lofaa,  Job  Mann,  Thomaa  M.  T. 
McKannan,  Jaaae  Ifillar,  Matthias  Mortis,  Henry  A.  Muh- 
lenberg, David  Potts,  Jr,  Joel  B.  Satharlsnd,  Darld  D. 
Wegener. 

Dsioware.— John  J.  Mllllgan. 

Jfaryiaad.— Baqjamin  C.  Howard,  Daniel  Janiftr,  Isaao 
McKlm,  James  A.  Poaroe,  John  N.  Steals,  Francis  Thomas^ 
James  Turner,  Oeorge  C.  Washington. 

rir^nte— James  M  H.  Beale,  James  W.  Bonldin,  Na- 
thaniel H.  Claiborne,  Walter  Coles,  Bobert  Craig,  Oeorge 
0.  Dromgoole,  Jamea  Garland,  0.  W.  Hopkins,  Joseph 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  George  Loyall,  Edward  Luoaa, 
John  T.  Mason,  William  McComas,  Charlea  F.  Meroer, 
WiUlam  B.  Morgan,  John  M.  Fatton,  John  Boane,  John 
Bobertson,  John  Talia&rro,  Henry  A.  Wise. 

Kortk  CanUma.—Jmu  A.  Bynnm,  Henry  W.  Conner, 
Edmund  Deberry,  James  Graham,  Mle^Joh  T.  Hawkins,  ' 
Jamea  J.  McKay,  William  Montgomery,  Ebonezer  Petti-^ 
grew,  Abraham  Bencher,  WlUlam  B,  Shepard,  Augnstlaa 
H.  Bbepperd,  Jesse  Speight,  Lewis  Williams. 

South  OtroUna.— Bobert  K  Campbell,  William  J.  Gray; 
son,  John  EC  Griffln,  James  H.  Hammond,  Bichard  J.  Man- 
ning, Francis  W.  Pickens,  Homy  L.  Plnckney,  Jamea 
Bogers,  Waddy  Thompaon,  Jr. 

<?sfftv<g.-Je>se  F.  Clarelaad,  John  Coifoe,  Thbmas 
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H.  OF  B.] 


Death  qfMr.  Bmiti. 


[DXCDIBBB,  1885. 


Oentlemen  of  the  Hmtse  of  Repreeentativet : 

In  accepting  the  high  station  to  which  I  am 
called  by  the  voice  of  the  assembled  representatives 
of  the  people,'!  am  deeply  impressed  vitb  the  high 
distinction  which  is  always  conferred  upon  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  this  House,  and  with  the  weight  of 
the  responsibility  which  devolves  upon  him.  With- 
out experience  in  this  place,  called  to  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  this  House,  I  feel  tliat  I  ought 
to  invoke,  in  advance,  the  indulgent  forbearance 
of  its  members,  for  any  errors  of  judgment  which 
may  occur  in  the  discharge  of  the  severe  duties 
which  will  devolve  upon  me.  It  shall  be  my  pleas- 
ure to  endeavor  to  administer  the  laws  which 
may  be  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  House 
justly  and  impartially  towards  its  members,  and 
with  a  view  to  the  preservation  of  that  order  which 
is  indispensable  to  our  character  as  a  body,  and  to 
the  promotion  of  the  public  interests.  To  preserve 
the  dignity  of  this  body,  and  its  high  character 
before  the  country,  go  far  as  shall  depend  upon  its 
presiding  officer,  will  be  objects  of  my  deepest  so- 
ucitude ;  and  I  am  sure  I  shall  have  the  co-opera- 
tion and  support  of  all  its  members,  in  the  discharge 
of  my  duty,  with  a  view  to  these  objects. 

I  return  to  you,  gentlemen,  my  sincere  acknowl- 
edgments for  this  manifestation  of  your  confidence, 
in  electing  me  to  this  high  station ;  and  my  ardent 
hope  is,  that  our  labors  here  may  merit  and  receive 
the  approbation  of  our  constituents,  and  result  in 
the  advancement  of  the  public  good. 

Mr.  WniiAMS,  of  North  Oarolina,  (the  oldest 
member  in  the  Hoose,)  administered  the  nsnal 
oath  to  the  Speaker,  when  the  hitter  qualified 
the  memhera  by  States,  as  also  the  territorial 
delegates  from  Arkansas,  Florida,  and  Michi- 
gan. 

Mr.  Beakdslet  submitted  a  resolution  ap- 

giinting  Mr.  Walteb  S.  Fsanxun  Clerk  of  the 
oose ;  which  was  agreed  to. 
A  message  waa  received  from  the  Senate, 
announcing  that  that  body,  having  assembled 
and  formed  a  quorum,  were  ready  to  proceed 
irith  legislative  business ;  and  that  a  committee 
had  been  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
to  meet  such  committee  as  might  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  House,,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that 
Congress,  having  assembled,  are  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  communication  which  he  may  choose 
to  make. 


Oluacocli,  S«atan  Orantland,  Charlea  E.  HaTnes,  Hopkliu 
Holscy,  Jabcz  Jnckson,  George  W,  Owens,  George  W.  B. 
Towns. 

Alabama.— 'Ren\>ea  Chapman,  Joab  Lawloi,  Dixon  H. 
Iiowb,  Francis  S.  L^on,  Joehoa  L.  Martin. 

JflMiM/ppi— David  Dickson,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne. 

Zouisuina.— Rico  Garland,  Bonry  Johnson,  EIcazerTT. 
Elploy. 

TimneMM.— John  Bell,  Samnel  Bnnch,  William  B.  Car- 
rier, Wllliiun  0.  Dnnlap,  John  B.  Forester,  Adam  Huntsman, 
Cave  Johnson,  Lnko  Lea,  Abram  P.  Maury,  Balle  Peyton, 
Jhmee  K.  Polk,  K.  J.  Shields,  James  Standefer. 

JTstUueiy.— Chilton  Allan,  Lynn  Boyd,  John  Calhoon, 
John  Chambers,  Blchard  French,  William  J.  Graves,  Ben- 
jamin Hardin,  James  Uarhm,  Albert  G.  Ilawes,  Blchard  H, 
Johnson,  Joseph  B.  Underwood,  John  White,  Sherrod 
TllUiima. 


Election  of  Printer. 

Mr.  Coffee,  submitted  a  resolution,  in  sub- 
stance, that  the  House  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  printer  for  the  24{h  Congress;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  JoHKBON,  of  Kentucky,  nominated  Messrs. 
BLAiB^RrvEs; 

Mr.  WiLUAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  nominated 
Messrs.  Oalbs  &  Sbaton  ;  and 

Mr.  Pettox,  ot  Tennessee,  nominated  Messrs. 
Bbadfobd  b  Leabvbd. 

Whole  number  of  votes  223 ;  necessary  to  a 
choice  112. 

For  Messrs.  Blair  &  Rives,  -        .        -  133 

"        Gales  &  Seaton,        -        -  69 

"        Bradford  &  Learned,  -         -  26 

Scattering, 7 


Whereupon  Messrs.  Blair  &  Rives  were  de- 
clared duly  elected  printers  to  the  twenty-fourth 
Congress. 

TuESDAT,  December  8. 

Messrs.  Jackson  of  Massachusetts,  Gat^ratth 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Tuhnbb  of  Maryland,  ap- 
peared, and  were  qualified. 

PresidenVs  Mesiage. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  DoNEi.soi«r,  his 
private  secretary ;  which  was  read.  (See  Sen- 
ate proceedings  of  this  date.) 

Mr.  BsABDeLET  submitted  a  resolution,  oomr 
mitting  the  Message  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and  that 
10,000  copies,  together  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Death  of  Mr.  SmiA. 

A  message  was  received  trom  the  Senate, 
announcing  the  death  of  the  honorable  Nathaw 
Smith,  a  member  of  that  body,  from  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  and  that  his  funeral  would  take 
place  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ToucET,  of  Connecticut,  submitted  a  res- 
olution that  the  members  of  the  House  would 


JfiMourC— William  H.  Ashley,  Albert  0.  Harrison. 

JJHnois.— Zadock  Casey,  William  L.  May,  John  BeynoMs. 

/n<2<ano.— Batliff  Boon,  John  Cair,  John  W.  DaTis,  Ed- 
ward A.  Hannegan,  George  L.  Klnjfard,  Amos  Lane,  Jona- 
than McCarty. 

(7A<i>.— William  E.  Bond,  John  Chaney,  Thomas  Corwin, 
Joseph  H.  Crane,  Thomas  L.  Hamer,  Elias  Howell,  Benja- 
min Jonc^  William  Kennon,  Daniel  Eilgore,  Bampeon  Ma- 
son, Jeremiah  McLcne,  William  Patterson,  Jonathan  Sloane, 
David  Spongier,  Bellamy  Btorer,  John  Thompson,  Samuel 
F.  Ylnton,  Taylor  Webster,  Ellsha  Whittlesey. 

DELEGATES. 

Arhaneai  TsrHtory.— Ambrose  H.  Bevler. 
jnoHda  TerrttoTT/.—Jotepb.  U.  White. 
Michigan  Tirrltort/.—Qtoree  W.  Jones. 
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Dnmnna,  188S.] 


Slaierf  imtU  IHttrict  (ff  Cobtnlna. 


[H.  or  R. 


attend  the  flmeral  of  Mr.  Smitb,  and  would 
wear  Uie  nsoal  badge  of  monming  tot  the  space 
of  thirty  dajs ;  which  was  agreed  to. 


UoxDAT,  December  14. 

Messrs.  Gratis  of  Xentttckj,  and  Gaslaitd 
of  Louisiana,  appeared,  were  qualified,  and  took 
Uieir  seats. 

DtathofMr.  WUdman. 

Mr.  HixsT,  of  Connecticut,  announced  the 
death  of  his  colleague,  the  Hon.  Zalkon  Wili>- 
XAN,  a  Representative  in  Congress  from  the 
State  of  Connecticut ;  and,  after  a  few  remarks 
io  eal(^  of  Uie  deceased,  submitted  a  motion 
for  the  usual  demonstrations  of  respect  for  his 
memory ;  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Death  of  Ur.  Ka%6, 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
announcing  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Euab  K. 
Ka^hc,  Senator  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
informing  the  House  that  the  funeral  will  take 
place  in  the  Senate  chamber  at  half-past  12 
o'clock.    "Whereupon, 

Mr.  Caset,  of  Illinois,  moved  the  ibllowing 
resolution,  which  was  adq)ted : 

Rttolned,  unanimowiy.  That,  in  testimony  of 
respect  for  tlie  memory  of  the  Hon.  Elixs  K.  Kahx, 
late  a  Senator  in  Congress  from  the  state  Of  lUinoia, 
the  membera  of  this  Hoose  wear  crape  on  the  left 
ann  for  tUrty  days. 

Wkdsssdat,  December  16. 

Mr.  Tbompsoh  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr. 
BiPLBT  of  Louisiana,  appeared,  were  quaJified. 
and  took  their  seats. 

Satery  in  th«  Dutriet  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Faiefikld,  understanding,  he  said,  that 
by  a  presentation  of  a  petition,  a  member  was 
not  nude  responsible  for  its  propositions,  pre- 
sented a  petition  signed  by  172  females,  prav- 
ing  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Chaioeb  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Faikfixld  then  presented  a  similar  peti- 
tion, which  he  moved  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mabos,  of  Virginia,  said,  as  it  was  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  have  an  expression  of 
sentiment  on  this  subject,  by  the  House,  he 
would  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion ; 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Book  called  for  the  reading  of  the  me- 
morial.   Alter  it  was  read, 

Mr.  EvsRBTT  rose  to  ask  whether  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  was  made  by  the  member 
who  presented  the  petition. 

Mr.  Faistieu)  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Slasx  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
printed, 


Mr.  WiixiAMa,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  the 
division  of  the  onestion. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  asked  the  yeas  ana 
nays  on  the  motion  to  print,  and  they  were 
ordered. 

The  onestion  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows : 

TiAS.— Measia.  C.  AlUn,  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley, 
Bailey,  Barton,  BeaU,  Bean,  BeanJsley,  Beaumont, 
Bell,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Booldin,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Bums,  J.  Calhoon,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  George 
Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Chapin,  Claiborne,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Conrin, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Crane,  Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry, 
Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoolc,  Dunlip,  Eftier, 
Everett,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Forester,  Fowler,  French, 
Fry,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraitb, 
James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gillet,  Glascock, 
Graham,  Granger,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hammond,  Bannegan, 
Hard,  Hardio,  Harlan,  Samuel  B.  Harrison,  Albert 
G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Baynes,  Hoar,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Howell,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Hunts- 
num,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  H.  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Henry  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin 
Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Eilgore,  Einnard,  Klingen- 
smith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lcc,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Lincoln, 
Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Hann,  Job 
Mann,  Martin,  John  T.  Mason,  William  Haaon, 
Moses  Uason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCo- 
mas,  McKay,  McKeon,  UcKim,  Mercer,  Milligao, 
Morgan,  MoUenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patter- 
son, Franklin  Pierce,  James  A  Pearce,  Pettigrew, 
Phelps,  Phillipi,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Reed,  John 
Reynolds,  Joseph  Reyn<dds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Robert- 
son, Seymour,  Sbepard,  Shcppcrd,  Shields,  Sbinn, 
Sickles,  Spangler,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  W.  Thompson, 
Toncey,  Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Van- 
derpoel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks, 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise 
—180. 

Nats. — ^Messn.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Banks,  Borden, 
Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Clark,  Cushing,  Darlington, 
Evans,  Grennell,  HUand  Hall,  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Heister,  Hubley,  William  Jackson; 
Janes,  Laporte,  Love,  Morris,  Parker,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Potts,  RusseU,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spragoe, 
Wardwell,  Whittlesey— 81. 


Fbibat,  December  18. 

Mr.  MoExmrAS  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Slavery  in  the  Dutriet  of  ColumJna. 

Mr.  Jaokson,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a 
petition  from  sundry  citizens  of  Massachusetts, 
praying  Congress  to  provide  for  the  immediate 
abolition  of  slavery  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  which  he  moved  to  refer  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  HAXMOirD  moved  that  the  petition  be 
not  received.  The  lar^  msjority  by  which  the 
Hoose  had  rejected  a  suuilar  petiUou  a  few  days 
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ago,  had  been  very  gratifying  to  him,  and  no 
doabt  wonld  be  verf  gratifying  to  the  whole 
South.  He  had  hoped  it  would  satisfy  gentle- 
men charged  with  Booh  petitions,  of  the  impro- 
priety of  introducing  them  here.  Since,  how- 
ever, it  had  not  had  that  effect,  and  they  per- 
sisted still  in  urging  them  upon  the  House  and 
upon  the  country,  he  thought  it  was  not  requir- 
ing too  much  of  the  House,  to  ask  it  to  put  a 
more  decided  seal  of  reprobation  on  them,  by 
peremptorily  rejecting  this. 

Mr.  Thouab  said  he  was  surprised  to  discover 
that  there  are  gentlemen  who  are  not  content 
with  the  evidence  which  has  alrea^  been  given 
that  a  very  large  m^ority  of  this  Ilouse  are  op- 
posed to  any  mtenerence  whatever,  not  only 
with  the  rights  of  slaveholders  in  the  Southern 
States,  but  with  the  existence  of  slavery  within 
the  District  of  Colombia.  We  have  already  laid 
on  the  table,  by  a  vote  of  nearly  three  to  one, 
two  memorials  similar  to  the  one  now  under 
consideration.  But  gentlemen  say  those  votes 
are  equivocal ;  they  wish  to  have  direct  proof 
that  the  rights  of  slaveholders  are  not  in  danger 
from  any  interfference  on  tlie  part  of  Congress. 
Mr.  T.  s^d  that  he  did  not  concur  in  this  opin- 
ion. The  vote  to  lay  on  the  table  had  been 
given  to  signify  a  decided  opposition  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners ;  nevertheless,  he 
would  make  a  motion  which  would,  he  thought, 
place  this  subject  before  the  House  in  a  position 
to  afford  an  opportunity  to  remove  all  misap- 
prehension which  really  existed,  and  deprive 
every  man  everywhere  of  all  pretext  for  mun- 
taining  that  southern  property  and  southern 
rights  are  in  danger. 

Mr.  T.  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  just 
(^ven  by  the  House  in  favor  of  conndering  this 
petition,  and  said,  if  this  motion  is  adopted,  we 
shall  then  have  this  petition  before  us  in  the 
position  in  which  it  was  placed  when  first 
presented  to  the  House.  In  the  vote  given  in 
favor  of  considering  this  memorial,  many 
members  had  been  undoubtedly  taken  by  sur- 
prise. Some  members  who  are  in  favor  of 
rejecting  this,  and  other  similar  memorials,  and 
others  who  are  in  favor  of  receiving  and  then 
laying  on  the  table  this  and  all  petitions  of  like 
import,  united  in  the  vote  which  he  had  moved 
to  reconsider.  This  strange  combination  could 
not  have  been  created  without  a  mistake  some- 
where. Gentlemen  must  have  snpposed  that 
by  the  adoption  of  the  motion  to  consider  t^b 
memorial,  the  difficulty  which  has  arisen  by 
reason  of  the  decision  of  the  Chair  would  alone 
be  removed;  and  that,  instead  of  postponing 
xtD^W  to-morrow  all  action  on  this  snbiect,  we 
would  now  proceed  to  dispose  of  it,  either  by  a 
vote  to  reject  or  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Petton  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  to 
reconsider.  He  would  not  have  troubled  the 
House  with  any  remarks  again,  but  for  the  po- 
sition assumed  by  the  gentleman  from  'Sew 
York.  That  gentleman  contended  that  the  right 
of  petition  was  a  sacred  rights  guaranteed  to 
ev^  American  citizen  under  the  oonstitataoa; 


and  that  the  House  had  no  right  to  deprive 
them  of  the  exercise  of  that  right,  ilr.  P.  said 
they  had  the  right  to  petition,  and  to  think  and 
to  say  what  they  pleased;  and,' further,  they 
had  the  right  to  send  any  matter  they  choose 
throughout  all  the  country,  without  regard  to 
consequences,  and  that  House  had  no  power  to 
resist  it  But,  then,  he  claimed  that,  when  it 
came  to  that  House,  the  representatives  had 
the  right  to  treat  it  and  dispose  of  it  in  such 
manner  as  they  thought  best.  Was  the  sacred 
right  of  petition  any  dearer  than  many  otiier 
sacred  rights — ^the  right  to  property,  to  liberty, 


and  \ 

Mr.  KiPUiT  s^d  that  in  disposing  of  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  care  should  be  taken 
rather  to  allay  the  pnblic  feeling  than  to  add 
to  the  existing  excitement.  The  right  of  peti- 
tion was  a  solemn  one,  and  had  been  guaranteed 
from  the  time  of  magna  eha/rta  to  the  present 
moment.  Our  citizens  have  a  right  to  petition 
for  a  change  of  their  constitution,  and,  indeed, 
for  a  change  in  the  form  of  government. 
Every  decorous  memorial  should  be  received ; 
but,  when  received,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  dispose  of  it  as  it  may  deem  proper. 
The  motion  to  reject  this  petition  was  an  inci- 
pient question,  aad,  in  his  opinion,  should  take 
precedence. 

Mr.  Wise  was  for  sustaining  the  motion  to 
reconsider ;  and,  for  one,  could  testify  that  he 
had  voted  under  a  misapprehension.  In  voting 
for  the  motion  to  consider  the  petition,  he 
thought  he  was  voting  to  have  a  direct  decision 
of  the  House  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
firom  South  Carolina.  He  was  intending  to 
bring  the  Honse  also  to  a  direct  decision  of  the 
question,  and  had  no  idea  after  the  House  had 
decided  it  would  consider  the  petition,  that  the 
consideration  itself  wonld  be  evaded. 

Mr.  W.  had  misapprehended  in  another  par- 
ticular. He  had  not  understood  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  be  to  con* 
sider  the  petition  to-day,  but  to  consider  his  mo- 
tion to  reject  the  petition,  which  was  what  Mr. 
W.  wished  to  consider.  So  help  him  God,  he 
never  wished  to  consider  the  petition  of  an  in- 
cendiary, but  he  would  consider  the  motion  to 
reject  the  petition,  and  he  warned  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  that  these  were  the 
means  of  evading  his  motion. 

Mr.  Hahmono  said  it  had  been  far  from  his 
intention,  when  he  made  the  motion  he  did,  to 
throw  a  firebrand  into  that  House.  On  the 
contrary,  he  had  hoped  by  it  to  exclude  one 
itora  the  Housd.  He  thought  the  motion  a  very 
simple  and  direct  one ;  and,  ignorant  as  he  was 
of  tne  rules  of  the  House,  he  had  no  idea  that 
the  House  had  it  not  in  its  power  to  protect  its 
own  dignity,  and  the  feelings  of  its  members, 
by  r^ectiog  instanter  any  thing  calculated  to 
affect  either  the  one  or  the  other.  If  the  House 
had  no  such  rule,  the  rule  of  common  s^ise 
ought  to  govern  it. 

Mr.  PiEReE,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  he  had 
no  disposition  to  discuss  ue  merits  of  this 
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deeply  exciting  qaestion  at  11117'  time,  and  his 
ft^ect  for  the  rmee  <^  the  Hoose  would  pre- 
TNtt  hia  attempting  to  do  so,  imder  the  motion 
(g  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Thokas) 
to  reconsider ;  irhich  motion  be  hoped  wonid 
be  withdrawn,  and  then  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  BxARiwunr,) 
80  £ar  modified  as  to  meet  the  approbation  of 
all  who  are  most  sensitiTe  npon  this  agitating 
question;  and  he  rose  to  add  his  request  to  the 
anggestion  made  by  his  friend  (he  hoped  he 
m^t  so  call  him)  frcfta  Yir^ia.  This  was 
not  tbe  last  memorial  of  the  same  character 
which  wonld  be  sent  here.  It  was  perfectly 
apparent  that  the  qneetion  mnst  be  met  now, 
or  at  some  fatnre  time,  fully  and  explicitly,  and 
snch  an  expression  of  this  House  given  as  oonld 
leave  no  posnble  room  to  donbt  as  to  the  opin- 
ions and  sentimeDts  entertained  by  its  members. 
He,  (Mr.  P.,)  indeed,  considered  the  overwhelm- 
ing vote  of  the  Hoose  the  other  day,  laying  a 
memorial  of  similar  tenor,  and,  he  believed, 
the  same  in  terms,  upon  the  table,  as  fixing 
npon  it  the  stamp  of  reprobation.  He  supposed 
that  aU  sections  of  the  country  wonld  be  satis- 
fied with  that  expreasion ;  but  gentiemen  seem- 
ed now  to  conmder  the  vote  as  equivocal  and 
evasive.  He  was  unwiUing  that  any  imputation 
dionld  rest  upon  the  Norui,  in  consequence  of 
tiie  nusguided  and  ijuiatical  zeal  of  a  few — 
comparatively  very  few — who,  however  honest 
might  have  been  their  purposes,  he  believed 
bad  done  incalculable  mischief,  and  whose 
movements  he  knew  received  no  more  sanction 
among  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  the 
Korth,  then  they  did  at  the  South.  For  one, 
he,  (Mr.  P.,)  wlule  he  would  be  the  last  to  in- 
fringe upon  any  of  the  sacred  reserved  rights 
of  uie  people,  was  prepared  to  stamp  with  dis- 
^probation,  in  the  most  express  and  unequivo- 
cal terms,  the  whole  movement  upon  this  sub- 
ject 

Mr.  PioKKKS  said  he  would  confine  himself  to 
what  had  been  thrown  out  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  That  gentleman  had  asked, 
why  was  it  that  discnssion  was  desired  upon 
that  floor!  and  intimated  that  cert«un  fanatics, 
as  well  in  the  South  as  in  the  North,  desired  to 
agitate  this  question.  Mr.  P.  desired  to  take 
that  opportunity  to  throw  back  the  insinuation 
with  scorn  and  contempt.  Sir,  eaid  Mr.  P.,  we 
do  deare  to  agitate  this  question.  TVe  desire 
it,  becanse  we  believe  we  have  been  foully 
slandered  before  the  world ;  and  I  stand  here 
prepared,  at  any  time  when  the  question  shall 
come  up,  to  vindicate  the  institutions  of  the 
people  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
from  the  foul  aspersion  and  calumny  thrown 
up<Hi  fbem.  These  are  the  motives  which 
prompt  us  to  desire  discussion.  He  had  heard 
some  insinuations  thrown  out  from  higher 
quarters  than  the  gentieman  from  New  York, 
that  certain  gentiemen  of  the  South,  belonging 
to  a  certun  party,  desired  the  discussion  of  this 
question  to  advance  the  interests  of  a  particular 
iadividnal ;  and  he  would  again  repeat  that  it 


was  a  fool  and  infamous  calumny,  and  those 
who  uttered  it  knew  it  to  be  such  when  they 
uttered  it. 

Mr.  HowABD  said,  in  order  to  check  even 
himself  in  debate,  and  with  a  view,  if  he  could, 
to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  House,  whether 
in  the  outset  he  was  right  or  not,  he  would 
move  to  lay  the  motion  of  his  honorable  col- 
league, ^Ifr.  Thokab,)  from  whom  it  gave  him 
great  pain  to  differ,  on  tbe  table. 

The  question  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  119,  noes  73. 


MoRDAT,  December  21. 
Slavery  in  the  JHttriet  of  CohuiAia. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
petition  from  sundiy  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Wrentham,  in  Massachusetts,  praying  ttia 
abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  tba 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  motion  to  reject  the  petition  still  pend* 
ing, 

Mr.  OwKTB  rose  to  address  the  House ;  bnt^ 

Mr.  PuroKHST  expressed  a  hope  that  the  sub* 
ject  would  be  suspended,  in  order  to  present 
petitions  and  memorials. 

Mr.  OwKKS  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
endeavoring  to  reconcile  the  conflicting  opinions 
of  gentiemen  on  all  sides,  and  to  submit  certain 
propositions,  which,  he  trusted,  if  the  House 
would  accept,  would  put  to  rest  this  agitating, 
delicate,  and  dangerous  question.  It  was  use- 
less for  him  to  regret  that  this  question  had 
been  brought  before  the  House.  It  was  nselesa 
to  regret  that  this  question  had  been  the  subject 
of  discussion.  The  apple  of  discord  had  be^i 
thrown  into  the  House. 

Mr.  O,  then  sent  the  following  resolutions  to 
the  Chair,  which  were  read : 

Jittolvtd,  Ttuit,  in  tbe  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
qaestion  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dtotriot 
of  Colombia  ought  not  t^  be  entertained  by  Con- 
gress. 

And  be  U  fvrtiur  retained.  That  ia  ease  any  pe- 
titions, praying  tlie  sbolition  of  slavery  in  tlw  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia  be  hereafter  presented,  it  la  the 
deliberate  opinion  of  tliis  House  that  the  same  ought 
to  be  laid  on  the  table  without  reading. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  petition,  and  all  the  motions  relating  to 
it,  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  140,  nays  76. 

So  the  petition,  and  all  the  motions  depend- 
ing thereon,  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  tbe 
table. 

Mr.  Patton  called  up  the  motion  made  by 
him  on  Friday  last,  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
the  House,  by  which  a  petition  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District,  presented  by  a  gentie- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Bbioos,)  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  motion  having  been  taken  up, 
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Mr.  Tatton  said  that  the  vote  which  had 
been  just  taken  against  suspending  the  roles 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  resolution 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Owens,)  must  have  convinced  the  House,  and 
especi^y  those  gentlemen  from  the  South  who 
had  voted  for  laying  the  former  petition  on  the 
table,  inconsistently  with  their  vote  on  Friday 
last  upon  the  same  proposition,  of  the  futility 
of  any  such  scheme  as  bad  been  proposed  for 
procuring  a  direct  vote  of  the  House  upon  the 
principles  involved  in  the  ]>etitions  that  had 
been  offered,  and  would  continue  to  be  offered, 
praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  Those  with  whom  he  felt  and 
acted  on  this  question  gave  this  apparently 
•  inconsistent  vote  under  the  belief  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  suspending  the  rules 
to  take  up  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia.  They  so  calculated,  and  were 
deceived  or  mistaken.  I,  said  Mr.  P.,  bad  no 
confidence  in  such  calculation,  and  was  not 
mistaken.  Th&t  vote,  said  Mr.  P.,  I  think,  has 
Airther  demonstrated  that  it  is  idle  to  attempt 
to  avoid  this  subject  by  any  parliamentary 
mancenvre,  and  that  the  only  way  of  obtaining 
a  direct  vote  upon  the  great  and  interesting 
questions  embraced  by  them,  is  by  making  a 
proposition  presenting  the  qneetion  growing 
out  of  the  petitions  in  connection  with  we  peti- 
tions themselves. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  necessary  that  this  House 
should  be  apprised  and  fully  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  quieting  the  anxiety,  the  agita- 
tion, and  the  alarm  for  the  institutions  of  the 
ooontry,  which  are  abroad  in  the  land;  and 
that  as  the  means,  perhaps  the  only  means,  of 
doing  so,  it  should  meet  those  questions  direct- 
ly, and  dispose  of  them  decisively  and  perma- 
nently. I  am  ready  to  meet  these  questions ; 
and  I  believe  I  express  the  universal  sentiment 
of  the  representation  from  the  South,  in  saying 
they  are  ready  to  meet  it ;  and  while  we  do 
not  desire  discussion,  and  for  one  I  will  do 
nothing  to  provoke  it,  at  the  same  time  we  will 
not,  we  cannot,  we  dare  not,  shrink  from  it,  if 
it  be  forced  upon  us  from  other  quarters.  I 
prefer  voting  upon  the  questions  at  once,  and 
without  discussion,  if  possible.  If  this  subject 
must  be  discussed,  it  ought  to  be  discussed,  and 
it  is  hoped  will  be  discussed,  in  the  spirit 
which  ought  to  characterize  members  of  the 
same  political  family,  and  alike  imbued  with 
the  patriotic  purpose  of  rendering  permanent 
this  great  and  glorious  Union. 
_  Let  the  vote  referring  this  petition  be  recon- 
udered,  a  reference  maide  by  madvertence,  and 
then  the  petition  will  be  open  again  for  con- 
sideration ;  and,  in  connection  with  it,  let  the 
principles  involved  in  the  petition  be  presented 
for  the  consideration  and  decision  of  tne  House 
in  some  form,  which  will  show  distinctly  and 
onequivocally  that  a  m^ority  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  the  North,  as  well 
as  of  the  South,  are  opposed  to  the  schemes  of 
the  abolitionists,  and  also  to  the  efforts  which 


are  making  to  interfere  with  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Oolumbia.  Let  it  be 
shown,  if  it  be  so,  that  there  is  such  a  minority 
opposed  to  an  interference  with  slavery  in  this 
District,  not  upon  considerations  merely  tempo- 
rary, and  influenced  by  eidsting  political  cir- 
cumstances, but  upon  those  high  and  paramount 
considerations  which  belong  to  the  great  rights 
of  property,  as  well  as  individual  and  political 
safety,  which  are  connected  with  it 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  hoped  the  motion  to  re- 
consider this  voto  would  not  prevail ;  and  he 
expressed  this  hope  for  the  very  reason  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  Qii.  Pattoh)  had 
assigned  for  voting  in  favor  of  the  motion.  It 
appears  to  me  (said  Mr.  A.)  that  the  only  way 
of  getting  this  question  from  the  view  of  the 
House  and  of  the  nation,  is  to  dispose  of  all 
petitions  on  the  subject  in  the  same  way.  This 
18  not  a  new  opinion ;  I  assnmed  this  position 
in  my  very  first  act  as  a  member  of  this  House, 
from  the  very  time  when  I  first  took  my  seat 
as  a  member  of  the  22d  Congress.  At  that 
time  fifteen  petitions  were  transmitted  to  me, 
not  from  my  own  constituents,  but  fr«m  citizens 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  tiie  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, with  a  request  that  I  would  present 
them  to  the  House.  Sir,  I  did  so  in  homage  to 
the  sacred  right  of  petition — a  right  whion,  in 
whatever  manner  it  may  be  treated  by  Qtlier 
members  of  this  House,  shall  never  be  treated 
by  me  other  than  with  respect. 

But,  not  being  in  favor  of  the  object  of  the 
petitions,  I  then  gave  notice  to  the  House  and 
to  the  country,  that  upon  the  supposition  that 
these  petitions  had  been  transmitted  to  me 
under  the  expectation  that  I  should  present 
them,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  say,  I  should  not  sup- 
port them.  And,  sir,  tiie  reason  which  I  gave 
at  that  time  for  declining  to  support  them  was 
precisely  the  same  reason  Which  tiie  gentieman 
from  Virginia  now  gives  for  reconsidering  this 
motion — namely,  to  keep  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  out  of  tiie  House.  I  stud,  sir,  that  I 
believed  this  discussion  would  be  altogether 
unprofitable  to  the  House  and  to  the  country ; 
but,  in  deference  to  the  sacred  right  of  petition, 
I  moved  that  these  fifteen  petitions,  all  of  which 
were  numerously  signed,  should  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  at 
the  head  of  which  was,  at  that  time,  a  distin- 
guished citizen  of  Virginia,  now,  I  regret  to  say 
— and  the  whole  country  has  occasion  to  regret 
— no  more.  These  petitions  were  thus  referred, 
and,  after  a  short  period  of  time,  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia 
made  a  report  to  this  House,  which  report  was 
read,  and  unanimously  accepted ;  and  nothing 
more  has  been  heard  of  these  petitions  from 
that  day  to  this.  In  taking  the  course  I  then 
took,  I  was  not  sustained  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  my  own  constituents;  there  were 
many  among  them,  persons  as  respectable,  and 
as  entitled  to  consideration  as  any  others,  who 
disapproved  of  the  course  I  pursued  on  that 
occasion. 
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Attempts  wen  made  within  the  district  I 
then  represented,  to  get  np  meetings  of  the 
peoi^e  to  instmct  me  to  pursue  a  different 
eonne,  or  to  mnltiplj  petitions  of  the  same 
eharacter.  These  efforts  were  continued  dar- 
ing the  wh<de  of  that  long  session  of  Congress ; 
hot,  I  am  gratified  to  add,  withont  any  other 
remit  than  that,  from  one  single  town  of  the 
district  which  I  had  the  honor  to  represent,  a 
8(ditai7  petition  was  forwarded  before  the 
dose  of  the  seeeion,  with  a  request  that  I 
would  present  it  to  the  Hoose.  Sir,  I  did  pre- 
sent it,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Colnmbia,  and  I 
believo  nothing  more  has  been  heard  of  it 
since.  From  ue  experience  of  this  session,  I 
was  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  tme  and  only 
inethod  of  keeping  this  subject  ont  of  discnssion 
was,  to  take  that  conrse ;  to  refer  all  petitions 
of  Uiis  kind  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Oolmnbia,  or  some  other  Committee  of  the 
Honse,  to  receive  their  report,  and  to  accept  it 
ananimonsly.  This  does  eqnal  justice  to  all 
parties  in  the  country ;  it  avoids  the  discussion 
of  this  agitating  question  on  the  one  hand,  and, 
on  the  other,  it  pays  a  due  respect  to  the  right 
ot  the  coDstitnent  to  petition. 

Two  jeexB  afterwards,  similar  petitions  were 
preaented,  and  at  that  time,  an  effort  made, 
without  success,  to  do  that  which  has  now  been 
d<Hie  sncceesfhlly  in  one  instance.  An  effort 
was  made  to  lay  these  petitions  on  the  table ; 
the  House  did  not  accede  to  the  proposition : 
they  referred  the  petitions  as  they  bad  bein  be- 
fivre  referred,  and  with  the  same  result  For, 
from  the  moment  that  these  petitions  are  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia, they  go  to  the  family  vault  "  of  all  the 
Capuleta,"  and  yon  will  never  hear  of  them 
afterwards 

At.  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  a 
gentleman  fi-om  the  State  of  New  York,  a  dis- 
thigoished  member  of  this  House,  now  no  longer 
here,  which  I  regret  to  say,  although  I  do  not 
donbt  that  his  place  is  well  supplied,  presented 
one  or  more  petitions  to  this  effect,  and  deliv- 
ered a  long  and  eloquent  speech  of  two  hours 
in  support  of  them.  And  what  was  the  result  ? 
He  was  not  answered :  not  a  word  was  said, 
bnt  the  vote  of  the  House  was  token  ;  the  peti- 
tions were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Dntrict,  and  we  have  heard  nothing  more  of 
them  since.  At  the  same  session,  or  probably 
at  the  very  last  session,  a  distinguished  member 
of  this  House,  from  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
presented  one  or  more  petitions  to  the  same 
effect,  and  declared  in  his  place  that  he  himself 
concurred  in  all  the  opimons  expressed.  Did- 
this  declaration  light  up  the  flame  of  discord  in 
this  Hoose  f  Sir,  he  was  heard  with  patience 
and  complaoency.  He  moved  the  reference  of 
tiie  petitions  to  tiie  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Golnmbia,  and  there  they  went  to  sleep  the 
deep  of  death.  Mr.  Adams  ^>eaking  f^om  re- 
eoDectlon,  was  [the  Reporter  is  requested  by  him 
to  state]  mistaken  with  respect  to  the  refwenoe 


of  the  petitions  presented  at  the  last  sesdon  of 
Congress  to  the  committee.  They  were  then 
for  tlie  first  time  laid  on  the  table,  as  was  this 
motion  to  print  one  of  them.  At  the  preceding 
session  of  the  last  Congress,  as  at  ul  former 
times,  all  such  petitions  had  been  referred  to 
committees  and  printed  when  so  desired.  Why 
not  adopt  the  same  course  now  ?  Here  is  a  pe- 
tition which  has  been  already  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  Leave 
it  there,  and  my  word  for  it,  su",  you  will  have 
just  such  a  result  as  has  taken  place  time  after 
time  before.  Your  Committee  on  the  District 
certidnly  is  not  an  abolition  committee.  Yon 
will  have  a  fit,  proper,  and  able  report  fW)m 
them ;  the  House,  «uo  Hlentio,  will  adopt  it,  and 
you  will  hear  no  more  al>out  it  Bnt  if  yon  are 
to  reconsider  the  vote,  and  to  lay  these  peti- 
tions on  the  table ;  if  yon  come  to  the  resolu- 
tion that  this  House  will  not  receive  any  more 
petitions,  what  will  be  the  consequence  f  In  a 
large  portion  of  this  country  every  individual 
member  who  votes  with  you  will  be  left  at 
home  at  the  next  election,  and  some  one  will 
be  sent  who  is  not  prepared  to  lay  these  peti- 
tions on  the  table. 

What  will  be  the  next  consequence!  Sir, 
you  will  have  discussion ;  and,  to  my  regret  I 
say  it  discussion  has  l>een  called  for  and  chal- 
lenged upon  this  floor.  It  has  been  challenged. 
And  what  will  the  discussion  amount  to  ?  A 
discussion  upqn  the  merits  of  slavery.  Sir,  on 
such  a  discussion  every  speech  made  by  a  Rep- 
resentative from  the  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line,  in  this  House,  will  be  an  incendiary  pam- 
phlet and  wliat  will  you  do  with  them  t  The 
speeches  of  my  colleagues,  probably  of  myselfj 
will  be  incendiary;  because,  if  discussion  is 
thrust  upon  us,  I  doubt  not  I  might  make  a 
speech  as  incendiary  as  any  pamphlet  upon 
which  such  torrents  of  denunciation  have  been 
poured  upon  us.  If  I  were  capable  of  the  craven 
and  recreant  spirit  of  shrinking  from  expressing, 
not  probably  so  much  my  own  sentiments  as 
those  of  my  constituents,  I  should  go  home  to 
their  scorn,  and  they  would  send  here  a  man 
who  would  represent  them  more  faithfully. 

Well,  sir,  wnat  becomes  of  these  incendiary 
pamphlets,  the  speeches  in  this  House,  if  they 
go  to  the  public?  What  will  be  done  with 
them  by  the  public  press?  The  newspapers 
report  these  speeches;  every  speech  is  circu- 
lated through  your  whole  country ;  jind  how 
can  yon  arrest  it  ?  Will  you  introduce  a  reso- 
lution that  meml)ers  of  this  Honse  shall  not 
speak  a  word  in  derogation  of  the  sublime  mer- 
its of  slavery  ?  You  must  have  a  resolution  of 
this  kind,  to  follow  the  one  laid  upon  your  table 
this  morning — a  resolution  that  no  member  of 
this  House  shall  dare  to  utter  an  incendiary 
sentiment  ?  And  what  is  that  incendiary  sen- 
timent! Why,  it  is,  in  substance,  the  contents 
of  these  pamphlets.  Well,  sir,  you  begin  with 
suppressing  the  right  of  petition ;  you  must 
next  suppress  the  right  of  speech  in  this  House ; 
for  you  must  ofier  a  resolution  that  every  mem- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


H.  <Nr.IL] 


Slcmery  m  the  Dutrict  qf  CoAmUs. 


[dksmbks,  issat. 


ber  who  dares  to  expreee  a  sentiment  of  this 
kind  shall  be  expelled,  or  that  the  speeches  shaU 
not  go  forth  to  the  public — sh^  not  be  circn- 
latea  What  will  be  the  consequence  then? 
You  suppress  the  right  of  petition ;  you  sup- 
press the  freedom  of  speech ;  the  freedom  of  the 
press,  and  the  freedom  of  religion ;  for,  in  the 
minds  of  many  worthy,  honest,  and  honorable 
men,  fimatics,  if  you  please  so  to  call  them,  this 
ia  a  religious  question,  in  which  they  act  under 
what  they  believe  to  be  a  sense  of  duty  to  their 
God;  and,  however  erroneous  may  be  their 
oondosions,  it  is  not  for  me,  nor  for  this  House, 
to  Judge  them.  Therefore,  sir,  in  deference  to 
what  has  been  heretofore  the  usage  of  this 
House,  in  deference  to  the  respect  which  is  due 
to  the  right  of  petition,  and  the  respect  which 
is  doe  to  the  right  of  freedom  of  speech,  free», 
dom  of  tlie  press,  and  freedom  of  religion,  I 
hope  that  this  petition  will  be  left  where  it  has 
been  placed  by  the  House,  in  the  possession  of 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
that  we  shall  hear  no  more  about  it. 

Hr.  Thoupsoit  said:  As  to  discussing  this 
snbjeot  before  any  human  tribunal,  I  will  not. 
I  will  not  condescend  to  vindicate  to  this  House 
or  elsewhere,  this  or  any  other  of  our  domestic 
institutions.  It  is  no  affair  of  yours ;  you  have 
no  right  to  touch  it,  stUl  less  to  demand  a  rea- 
son of  us  for  its  continuance.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Pikroe,  and  I  must 
say  that  .his  voice  sounded  in  xpy  ear  as  the 
voice  of  a  friend,  said  that  we  of  the  South, 
could  not  know  the  state  of  things  at  tiie 
North;  that  inhia  district  there  was  not  one 
abolitionist  in  five  hundred.  If  I  did  not  know 
it  before,  I  do  now,  sir,  because  he  has  s^d  so. 
Let  me  say,  in  my  turn,  that  he  does  not  know 
the  state  of  feeling  at  the  South,  and  I  do,  with 
a  foil  knowledge  of  all  my  responsibilities, 
dedare  that,  in  my  opinion,  nothing  will  satisfy 
tbe  excited,  the  almost  frenzied  South,  but  an 
indignant  regection  of  these  petitions ;  such  a 
nyeoition  as  will,  at  the  same  time  that  it  re- 
spects the  right  of  petitioning,  express  the 
prtt-detarmination,  the  foregone  conclusion,  of 
the  House  on  the  subject — a  r^ection,  sir, 
that  will  satisfy  the  South,  and  serve  as  an  in- 
dignant rebuke  to  the  fanatics  of  the  North. 
But  we  are  told  that  such  a  course,  whilst  it 
would  satisfy  the  South,  would  offend  the  peo- 
ple of  the  North.  How  so,  sir?  I  had  thought 
that  it  was  the  South,  that  was  interfered  with, 
the  Soutli  that  was  ii^ured,  that  it  was  the 
South  that  was  to  be  satisfied.  Who  is  it  at 
the  North  that  we  are  to  conciliate?  The 
fanatics?  Fanatics,  did  I  say,  sir?  Never  be- 
fore was  so  vile  a  band  dignified  with  that  name. 
They  are  murderers,  foul  murderers,  accessories 
before  the  fact,  and  they  know  it,  of  murder, 
robbery,  rape,  infanticide.  Sir,  this  question 
must  be  setUed ;  if  I  may  so  speak,  it  must  be 
killed ;  a  just  regard  to  the  rights  and  feelings  of 
the  South,  to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  this 
great  republic,  the  permanency  of  our  institu- 
tions, demand  it;  in  short,  sir,  every  considera- 


tion which  can  address  itself  to  a  patriot 
demands  it.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  presence  of  the 
armed  monarchies  of  Europe,  with  all  the 
powerful  elements  both  on  this  and  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  already  in  incipient  com- 
motion, already  rumbling  in  their  deep  crater, 
he  is  wilfully  blind  who  does  not  see  that  the 
time  is  not  distant  when  union,  concert,  all  the 
patriotism,  all  the  virtue,  all  the  wisdom  of  onr 
whole  country,  will  be  demanded.  Shall  we, 
sir,  continue  to  stir  this  most  prolific  source  of 
discord,  aye,  of  hatred,  or  shall  we  settle  it,  and 
forever? 


Tttssdat,  December  22. 
Slattry  in  the  DUtriet  of  Columbia, 

The  question  being  that  depending  from  yes- 
terday, on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Patton,  for  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vote  by  which  a  memorial 
praying  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District — 

Mr.  Granobb,  of  New  York,  said : 

Sir,  who  are  these  petitioners?  They  are 
persons  who,  looking  to  the  letter  of  the  con- 
stitution of  their  country,  and  finding  there  that 
Congress  has  the  right  of  exclusive  legislation 
for  this  District,  and  not  looking  beyond  that, 
to  the  grants  of  session  by  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  to  see  under  what  reser- 
vations those  grants  were  made  and  accepted ; 
and  without  stopping  to  ask  the  still  more 
important  question,  whether  the  residents  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  require  any  interfer- 
ence, suppose  that  Congress  have  the  right  to 
legislate  upon  this  subject.  Starting  upon  this 
aratract  proposition,  they  have  supposed  they 
had  a  right  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  this  House, 
and  to  ask  that  the  seat  of  Government  of  a 
free  nation  should  be  inhabited  by  thos^  only  ' 
who  are  free. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  these  petition- 
ers ;  and  I  can  never  consent  that  they  should 
be  designated  as  murderers,  or  that  their 
names  should  be  mingled  with  those  of  the 
abolitionists. 


Wbdnesdat,  December  28. 
Slavery  in  the  Dittrict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mark,  df  New  York,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  the  House,  by 
a  vote  of  104  to  79,  and  the  question  of  recon- 
sideration being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

.  Mr.  OwiNS  sud,  in  consequence  of  the  wide 
range  which  the  debate  had  taken,  he  had 
determined  to  move  to  lay  the  petition  on  the 
table,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  continuance 
of  the  discussion  upon  the  motion  to  commit. 
The  same  course  he  should  pursue  in  regard  to 
every  similar  petition  which  might  be  pre- 
sented. His  resolutions  on  the  subject,  which 
he  had  indicated  to  the  House,  he  would  offer 
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-vrhen  the  States  were  called  for  resolations. 
He  moved  to  lay  the  petition  and  the  motion 
to  commit  on  the  table. 

Vr.  WisK  made  a  point  of  order.  Had  not 
&e  motion  to  rdect  precedence  of  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  ? 

The  CniLiK  said  no  motion  to  r^ect  was  be- 
fore the  Honse,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  Win  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
qaestion,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  qn^tion  being  taken,  it  ma  determined 
in  the  afiSrmative,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — ^XesTS.  Cbnton  AUan,  AnthonT,  AMey, 
Bccle,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaamont,  BelL  Bockee, 
Boon,  Botildin,  Boree,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bachanan, 
Banch,  Bunu,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  George 
Chambers,  Cbaney,  Chapman,  Ghapin,  Cleveland, 
CoBee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer, 
Cnne,  Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickerson,  Double- 
diy,  Dromgoole,  Danlap,  Efher,  Fairfield,  Farlin, 
Forester,  Fowler,  French,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  William 
E.  Fuller,  Ghdbruth,  GUlet,  Graves,  Haley,  Joseph 
HaU,  Earner,  Hannegau,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Samnel  3. 
Harrison,  Albert  O.  Harrison,  Etayoea,  Henderson, 
'Bciaej,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Habley,  Hunt- 
mgton.  Huntsman,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jack- 
soo,  Jarris,  Joseph  Johnson,  Bicbard  M.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johi»>n,  Beqjamin  Jones,  Jadson,  Kennon, 
KSgne,  KJnnard,  Klingensmitb,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Laporte,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomaa  Leie, 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Abuah  Kann,  Job 
Mann,  Martin,  John  7.  Mason,  William  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  May,  McKay,  McEeon, 
McKim,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Franklin 
PSeree,  Pbdpa,  Ttnckney,  Rencber,  John  Beynolds, 
Joseph  Beynolds,  Upley,  Roane,  Sebenck,  Seymour, 
Aogasfine  H.  Shepherd,  ^elds,  Shinn,  Smith, 
Spanker,  Standefer,  Storer,  Sntheriand,  Taliaferro, 
Tkym,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucsy,  Tortill, 
Uadenrood,  Vanderpoel,  Yinton,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wadiiiwton,  Webster,  Weeks,  Lewis  WilUams, 
ghenrod  Williams— 144. 

NATB.T— Mewra.  Jldama,  Heman  AUen,  BaOey, 
Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  John  Calhoon,  William  B. 
Cslhonn,  Campbell,  John  Chambers,  Childs,  CUi- 
bome,  Clark,  Cnshing,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett, 
Jam<*  Garland,  Bice  Garland,  Glascock,  Graham, 
Granger,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  HaU, 
Hammond,  Hard,  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Hoar,  Hunt, 
WHUaffl  Jackson,  Janes,  Henry  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln, 
Love,  Lyon,  Maury,  McCarty,  McComas,  McEennan, 
Hilligan,  Morris,  Patton,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  James 
A.  Pearce,  Fettigr«w,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rob- 
ertson, Rogers,  Russell,  William  B.  Sbepard,  Blade, 
Sprague,  Waddy  Thompson,  Towns,  White,  Whit- 
tlesey, Wise— 67. 

So  the  petition  and  the  motion  to  commit 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


'Wkdhksdat,  December  80. 

Mepmentatioe  from  Michigan. 

lb.  BiABiieLBT  said  it  was  within  the  reool- 
ection  of  the  House  that,  a  few  days  since,  he 


had  moved  that  the  gentieman  who  had  pre- 
sented himself  there  as  a  representative  from 
what  is  called  the  State  of  Michigati,  be  per- 
mitted to  occnpy  a  seat  on  the  floor  during 
the  sittings  of  the  Honse.  It  seemed  dne 
from  himself  that  he  should  ask  the  Donse  to 
consider  that  motion ;  but,  before  doing  bo,  he 
wished  to  suggest  that  he  designed  to  modify 
his  proposition,  by  merely  askit^  the  Honse  to 
permit  that  gentleman  to  come  within  the  ball 
daring  tite  sittings  of  the  House  in  the  charac- 
ter of  a  spectator ;  that,  he  trusted,  would  be 
acceptable  to  the  whole  House;  and  he  had 
done  it  with  reference  to  former  precedents, 
particularly  that  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
Mr.  B.  then  sent  his  modified  proposition  to  the 
Chair,  to  be  read  from  the  Clerk's  table,  for  the 
information  of  the  House,  and  was  as  follows : 

Jiaolved,  That  Isaac  E.  Crary,  who  claims  to  hav* 
been  duly  elected  a  member  of  this  House,  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  spectator  within  the  hall  during  the  sit- 
tings of  this  House. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  BaasDSLET  moved  to  suspend  the  rule* 
of  the  House  to  enable  him  to  make  the  motion, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bbakdslst  then  moved  the  foregoing 
resolution ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  a^oumed. 


TuESDAT,  December  81. 

Messrs.  Claibobxs  and  Dioksok,  Represent- 
atives from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  i4>peared, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 


"Wkdhebdat,  January  «,  1886. 

Seminole  Hottilitia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cajcbbblkso,  the  Honae 

resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole 

on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Cohhob  in  the 

chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambbxlbno,  the  oom- 
mittee proceeded  to  consider  the  following  bill : 

A  bill  nutkinff  om  appropriation  far  repreMting  Ao»- 
tUitie*  eommtnetd  by  the  BeminoU  IntUtuu. 
Be  it  tnaeted,  &c.,  That  the  sum  of  $80,000  b«, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  ths  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
for  the  expenses  attending  the  repression  of  hos- 
tilities commenced  by  the  Seminole  Indians  in 
Florida. 

A  communication  fW)m  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  subject  was  read ;  when 

Mr.  OAKBBBLiira  briefly  adverted  to  the 
depredations  committed  by  the  Seminoles,*heir 
having  laid  waste  and  desolated  the  country 
for  eighty  miles,  &c. 

Mr.  VnrroN  inquired  whether  the  genUeaua 
tram  New  York  was  in  possesion  of  any  in- 
formation as  to  the  cause  of  this  war,  or  who 
commenced  it  ? 

Mr.  OAMBSELBsa  said  he  had  in  his  posses- 
sion a  package  of  documents  contidning  th« 
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desired  information.  The  disturbance  had 
grown  out  of  a  treaty  with  the  Seminoles,  the 
execution  of  which  had  been  postponed  from 
time  to  time  by  them ;  and  when  a  portion  of 
these  Indians  had  detennined  to  remove,  two 
of  their  own  chiefs  had  been  murdered  by  thein- 
'  selves,  &o.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  could 
examine  the  correspondence  in  his  possession, 
and  he  wotdd  be  able  to  satisfy  himself  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  ViSTON  inquired  when  the  treaty  alluded 
to  was  made  ?  He  did  not  wish  to  delay  the 
passage  of  the  bill ;  but  if  it  was  the  treaty  of 
1823,  or  1824,  it  was  his  intention  to  move  to 
amend  it  by  making  it  obligatory  on  the  United 
States  to  carry  that  treaty  into  effect. 

Mr.  Oambrblexo  adverted  to  the  necessity 
of  speedy  action  upon  this  subject.  The  war 
was  progressing.  Fifteen  hundred  Indians 
were  in  the  field,  and  they  were  opposed  by 
only  about  two  hundred  troops.  Unless  speedily 
repressed,  they  would  probably  make  inroads 
upon  the  State  of  Georgia.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  deisired  to  raise  a  question  or  a 
debate  upon  the  treaty,  he  could  select  another 
opportunity,  without  embarrassing  the  present 
measure. 

Mr.  Adams  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  propose  to 
amend  this  bill,  by  introducing,  met  the  word 
"  to  be  expended,"  the  words  "  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War,  conformably  to 
law."  My  objection  to  the  bill  as  it  now 
stands  is,  that  it  is  an  appropriation  rather  too 
indefinite ;  and  I  make  this  motion  now,  more 
with  a  view  to  anticipate  what  I  presume  will 
be  an  amendment  proposed  in  another  place, 
than  for  any  other  consideration.  And  I  make 
it  now  the  more  readily,  because  at  the  close' 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  in  the  case  of  a 
similar  appropriation,  not  only  the  appropria- 
tion itself  failed,  but  the  whole  bill  t»  which  it 
was  annexed  (and  an  extremely  important  one 
it  was)  failed  entirely,  as  I  understood,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  indefinite  nature  of  the  appro- 
priation. 

I  ask  the  |^ntleman,  therefore,  to  assent  to 
the  introduction  of  something  like  tiiese  terms : 
"  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  conformably  to  law." 

Mr.  Oakbbelkng  had  no  objection  to  the 
amendment  which  had  been  proposed. 

The  amendment  was  a^^^eed  to,  and  the  bill 
laid  aside. 


Wbdnksdat,  January  18. 

Slavery  irMhe  Dittriet  of  Columbia. 

The  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  Mr. 
Jabtis,  came  up  in  order : 

Jittolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  Congress. 
And  be  it  farther  resolved,  that  in  case  any  petition 
praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Coluoibia  be  hereafter  presented,  it  is  the  deliberate 


opinion  of  the  House  that  the  same  ongbt  to  bo 
Ud  upon  the  table  without  being  referred  or  printed. 

The  question  pending  was  the  following 
amendment,  offered  by  Mr.  Wise  : 

Raolvtd,  That  there  is  no  pover  of  legislation 
granted  by  the  constitution  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia ;  and  that  any  attempt  by  Congress  to 
legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  will  be  not 
only  unauthorized  but  dangerous  to  the  uiJon  of 
the  States. 

'  Mr.  Jabtis  modified  his  resolution  as  follows : 
Whereat  anv  attempt  In  this  House  to  agitate  tbe 
question  of  slavery  is  calculated  to  disturb  the 
compromises  of  the  constitution,  to  endanger  the 
Union,  and,  if  persisted  in,  to  destroy  the  peaco 
and  prosperity  of  the  country.     Therefore, 

Eetolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  Congress. 
And  it  is  further  resolved,  that  in  case  any  petition 
prajring  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  be  hereafter  presented,  it  is  the  delib- 
erate opinion  of  the  House  that  tbe  same  ought  to 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  being  referred  or 
printed. 

Mr.  Allan,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  lay  the  . 
resolutjon  as  modified,  and  the  amendment,  oa 
the  table. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  sub- 
ject on  the  table  was  decided — ^yeas  58,  nays 
166. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  subject  on 
the  table. 


MoNDAT,  February  8. 
Slavery  in  the  Dittriet  of  Columbia. 

Vit.  FiNcKKSY  asked  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  offer  the  resolution,  heretofore  indica- 
ted by  liim  on  tbe  subject  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  and  objections  being  made,  he  moved 
the  suspension  of  the  rules  to  enable  him  to 
offer  the  resolution.  Decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  188,  nays  66. 

Mr.  ViscKsiix  tLen  submitted  the  following 
resolution : 

Remhed,  That  all  the  memorials  which  have  been 
offered,  or  may  hereafter  be  presented,  to  this 
House,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  also  the  resolutions  offered 
by  an  honorable  member  from  UaJne,.(Mr.  Jabtis,) 
with  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  an  honor- 
able member  from  Yirginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  and  every 
other  paper  or  proposition  that  may  be  submitted 
in  relation  to  that  subject,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  with  instructions  to  report  that  Congress 
possesses  no  constitutional  authority  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  any  of 
the  States  of  this  confederacy ;  and  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  Congress  ought  not  to  In- 
terfere in  any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  because  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
public  faith,  unwise,  impolitic,  and  dangerous  to 
the  Union ;  assiguing  such  reasons  for  these  con- 
closions  as,  in  the  Judgment  of  the  committee,  may 
be  best  calculated  to  enlighten  the  public  mind,  to 
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lepreaB  agitation,  to  aOfty  exdtement,  to  fait«!n 
tiid  prcB«rye  the  joit  r^hta  of  the  ilaTehoIdiDg 
Slates  and  of  the  people  of  this  District,  and  to  re- 
eMablish  haimony  and  tnuiqaiUity  amongst  the  Ta* 
aoas  seetionj  ci  the  Union. 

Mr.  BoTS  moved  the  previons  qneetion,  and 
K  was  decided  in  the  affimatiTe — yeas  119, 
najB  47.  So  the  nuto  question  was  ordered 
to  be  pot 

Mr.  VnrTO!f  called  for  the  division  of  the 
resohition  into  three  several  parts ;  so  that  the 
qnestion  sbonld  be  taken  on  the  following 
oanses  separately : 

1.  "JittoUied,  That  aU  the  memorials  which 
lave  been  oBered,  or  may  hereafter  be  presented, 
to  tliia  House,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Cdnmbia,  and  also  the  resolu- 
tioiis  offered  by  an  honorable  member  from  Maine, 
(Xr.  Jaxtis,)  with  the  amendment  thereto  pro- 
posed by  an  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
WisK,)  and  every  other  paper  or  proposition  that 
may  be  submitted  in  relation  to  that  subject,  l>e 
referred  to  a  select  committee." 

S.  "  WiUi  instniotions  to  report  that  Congress 
pnsniiiiii  II  no  eonstitntional  authority  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  any  of 
the  States  of  this  confederacy." 

8.  "  And  that,  in  the  opinion  of  tliis  House,  Con- 
gieas  ooght  not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  sla- 
very in  the  District  of  Columbia,  because  it  would 
be  a  Tiolation  of  the  public  faith,  unwise,  impolitic, 
•nd  dangerous  to  the  Union." 

The  Chaib  stated  the  division  indicated  was 
in  order,  and  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was 
affirmed  by  the  Honse. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  first  member 
of  the  proposition,  as  above  divided,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  first  clnose  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  member  of  the  propodtion  was 
determined  by — ^yeas  201,  nays  V. 

So  the  second  claose  was  agreed  to. 

Ifr.  Wbk,  when  bis  name  was  called,  roee 
and  aidd :  I  refnse  to  vote  at  all  npon  snch  a  prop- 
omtion;  because  to  affirm  any  proposition  by 
declaratory  reedlntion  is  to  aomit  it  needs 
affirmation ;  and  because  Congress  has  no  con- 
stitutional power  either  to  afBrm  or  deny  any 
proposition  whatever,  in  relation  to  slavery  in 
the  States. 

Vr.  PnrcKmr  moved  ihat  the  gentleman  be 
excused  from  voting ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  about  to  be  Uken  on  the 
diird  branch  of  the  propositioit— 

Mr.  Undeewood  called  for  a  divirion  of  the 
qrtestion  on  this  branch,  so  as  to  take  the  qnes- 
tM»  on  the  clause  declaring  that  Congress 
«*  ouj^tnot  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  slavery 
in  the  Instrict  of  Columbia,"  and  omitting  the 
reasons  therefor. 

The  Chaib  decided  that  the  division  was  in 
order,  and  the  qnestion  being  taken  on  the 
.first  clause  of  the  third  branch  indicated  by 
&e  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Undbr- 
wooD,)  it  was  decided  in  the  affinuoldve,  as 
ftdlowB: 


Tbas.— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash, 
Ashley,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell, 
Bockee,  Boon,  BouMio,  Boree,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Bunch,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Carr, 
Carter,  Casey,  John  Cliambers,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Chapin,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Cleveland,  CofTee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig, 
Cramer,  Cuiihman,  Daris,  Deberry,  Dickerson, 
Doubleday,  Dromeoole,  Danlap,  Efner,  Fairfield, 
Farlin,  Forester,  French,  Fry,  William  K.  Fuller, 
Oalbraith,  James  GarUmd,  Rice  Oarland,  Gillet, 
Graham,  Orantland,  Oraves,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Albert  O.  Har- 
rison, Hawes,  Hawkinf,  Haynes,  Heuderson,  Holsey, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hntriey,  Huntington, 
Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarris,  Jenifer, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Henry  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judaon, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Rinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee, 
Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  I<ogan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah 
Mann,  Job  Mann,  Ibnning,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason, 
William  Hason,  Moses  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCo- 
mas,  McKay,  McEeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morg^,  Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Fatten,  Franklw 
Pierce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pcttigrew,  Phelps,  Pinck- 
ney,  Rencher,  Joeeph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Schenok,  Seymour,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Smith,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thom- 
son, Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Vander- 
poel,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Washington,  Weeks^ 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Willums— 163. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Banks,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggg,  William  B.  Calhoun, 
George  Chambers,  Cbilds,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane, 
Gushing,  Darlington,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett,  Philo 
C.  Fuller,  Granger,  Hard,  Hazeltine,  Heister,  Hoar, 
Hunt,  Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Lawrence, 
Lay,  Lincoln,  Love,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty, 
McKennan,  Morris,  Parker,  Dutes  J.  Pearce, 
Philhps,  Potts,  Roed,  Russell,  Sloane,  Sprague,  Yin- 
ton,  Webster,  Whittlesey— 47. 

Bo  the  first  member  of  the  third  clause,  as 
above  stated,  was  agreed  to. 

Tlie  question  on  the  remiUning  part  of  the 
third  clause,  was  decided  by — yeas  127,  nays 
76. 

So  the  renuunder  of  the  third  clause  was 
agreed  to. 

The  qnestion  being  on  the  remaining  portion 
of  the  resolution,  it  was  read  as  follows : 

"  Assigning  snch  reasons  for  these  conclusions 
as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  may  be  best 
calculated  to  enlighten  the  public  mind,  to  repress 
agitation,  to  allay  excitement,  to  sustain  and  pre- 
serve the  just  rights  of  the  slaveholding  States  and 
of  the  people  of  this  district,  and  to  re-estoblish 
harmony  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  various  sec- 
tions of  the  Union." 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
this  residue  of  the  resolution,  and  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  167,  nays  6. 

So  the  whole  resolution  was  carried,  and  the 
committee  ordered  to  consist  of  nine. 

Mr.  Qabujib,  of  Louidana,  asked  the  oon- 
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sent  of  the  Honse  to  permit  him,  and  aim  the 

Smtlemen  firom  Georgia  and  Yirgviia,  (Messrs. 
LASoooz  and  Bobkbtsoit,)  to  enter  their  rea- 
sons on  the  Journal  for  the  vote  given  by  them 
on  the  resolution  Just  adopted. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  Glasoook  moved 
to  SDspend  the  rwea  for  that  purpose ;  which 
iras  disagreed  to. 

United  State*  and  France. 
The  Spka^keb   laid  before    the  House   the 
following  Message  firom  the  Frendent  of  tbe 
United  States: 

To  tht  BenaU  and  Bout*  of  SeprMentatittt : 
■  The  Goveniment  of  Oreat  Britahi  h&s  offered  its 
mediation  for  the  adjostment  of  the  dispate  between 
the  United  States  and  France.  Carefully  guarding 
that  point  in  the  controversy,  which,  as  it  involves 
oor  honor  and  Independence,  admits  of  no  compro- 
mise, I  have  cheerrally  accepted  the  offer.  It  will 
be  obviously  improper  to  resort  even  to  the  mildest 
measore  of  a  compulsory  character,  until  it  is  ascer- 
tained whether  Fnnoe  has  declined  or  accepted  the 
mediation.  I  therefore  recommend  a  suspension  of 
all  proceedings  on  that  part  of  mj  special  Message 
of  the  Ifith  of  January  last,  which  proposes  a  partial 
non-intercourso  with  France.  While  we  cannot  too 
highly  appreciate  the  elevated  and  disinterested 
motives  of  the  offer  of  Oreat  Britain,  and  have  a 
Jost  reliance  upon  the  great  influence  of  that  power 
to  restore  the  relations  of  ancient  friendship  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France,  and  know,  too, 
that- our  own  pacific  policy  will  be  strictly  adhered 
to,  until  the  national  honor  compels  us  to  depart 
from  it,  we  should  be  insensible  to  the  exposed 
oondition  of  our  country,  and  forget  the  lessons  of 
experience,  if  we  did  not  efficiently  and  sedulouslj 
prepare  for  an  adverse  result.  The  peace  of  a 
nation  does  not  depend  exclusively  upon  its  own 
will,  nor  upon  the  beneficent  polio;  of  neighboring 
powers ;  and  that  nation  which  is  found  totally 
unprepared  for  the  exigencies  and  dangers  of  war, 
although  it  come  without  having  given  warning  of 
its  approach,  is  criminally  negUgent  of  its  honor 
and  its  duty.  I  cannot  too  atrongly  repeat  tbe 
recommendation  already  made  to  place  the  seaboard 
in  a  proper  state  of  defence,  and  promptly  to  pro- 
vide the  means  for  amply  protecting  our  commerce. 
ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Washimomx,  FAnuarf  8,  1886. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Masoit,  of  Virginia,  the 
Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Fbidat,  February  12. 

Hie  Late  Ohitf  Juttiee  Manhatt. 

Mr.  IiroxBaoLL,  with  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House,  offered  the  following  resolution : 

JisMolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be 
instructed  to  cause  a  marble  bust  of  the  late  Chief 
Joatioe  Marshall  to  be  prepared  by  an  artist  of 
merit  and  repntadon,  and  to  be  placed  in  the 
duunber  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  a  position  corresponding  with  that  of  tbe  bust  of 
tbe  late  Chief  Justice  Jay. 


Mr.  LroKRBOLL  said :  I  am  not  about  to  prt^ 
nonnce  an  eulogium  on  the  character  of  Joha 
MarshalL  His  merits  are  already  recorded  in 
the  heart*  and  Jadgments  of  his  ooontrymen. 
A  recollection  of  them  will  be  eheriabed  as 
long  as  a  Just  estimate  can  be  formed  of  brilliant 
talents  and  unspotted  integrity,  as  long  as 
grafltnde  shall 'continue  to  be  a  virtue.  Few 
men  since  the  formation  of  the  Govermnent 
have  served  it  so  well,  and  none  more  faith- 
folly.  In  the  administration  of  the  laws,  under  A 
Government  of  laws,  he  was  for  nearly  nve-and- 
thirty  years  supreme  in  station,  in  abilities,  and 
in  nseMness.  It  has  been  the  peculiar  fortune 
of  this  republic  that  it  has  found  on  different 
occasions,  when  it  has  called  its  eminent  citi- 
zens to  posts  of  public  duty,  a  happy  fitness 
in  the  individual  to  his  station,  a  devotion  ol 
purpose  in  the  man,  and  a  confidence  in  his 
designs  on  the  part  of  the  people ;  a  union  and 
an  aptitude  from  which  notning  but  lasting 
benefits  can  arise.  Many  shining  prq>erties 
were  centered  in  the  eminent  parson  to  whont 
it  is  the  object  of  .this  resolution  to  offer  a 
feeble  tribute  of  respect  and  gratitode — ^prop- 
erties which  Justify  the  feeling  universally 
entertained  for  him  as  the  pride  and  the  boast 
of  his  countrymen.  When  this  and  much  more 
shall  be  done  by  them,  the  nation  and  posterity 
will  continue  to  be  immeasurably  his  debtors. 
I  submit  the  resolution  as  a  oheerfhl  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  debt  we  owe,  and  as  tho 
piMge  of  an  effort  to  repay  it  in  the  emulation 
of  his  virtues. 

Mr.  Stoeeb  remarked  that  some  weeks  ago 
he  had  presented  a  memorial  from  Hiram 
Powers,  requesting  Congress  to  employ  hitn 
for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  work  proposed 
in  this  resolution.  The  memorial  was  before 
the  Committee  on  the  Library,  who  would 
report  upon  it  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  MoKboit  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  tne  expediency  of  modify- 
ing the  resolution  so  as  to  refer  the  subject  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  Inqbbsoll  so  modified  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  agreed  to,  nem.  di*. 

TcisDJiT,  March  8. 

Mr.  Dixoir  H.  Lkwb,  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  from  the  State  of  Alabama, 
^peaMd,  was  qualified,  and  took  hw  seat. 


Monday,  March  14. 
'    Supprettion  of  Indian  Bbitilitiei. 

The  bill  making  a  further  appAOTiation 
for  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  in  Florida, 
was  rMQ  the  third  time. 

Mr.  SroBxm  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  bill, 
but  merely  to  ask  for  some  light  on  the  sub- 
ject. If  it  were  necessary,  he  would  vote  for 
ten  times  the  amount  asked  for,  but  he  could 
not  do  so  unless  it  was  actually  necessary.    Hq 
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add  they  bad  already  yoted  half  a  millian  of 
dollars  for  the  sappreadon  of  Indian  hostilities 
in  Florida,  and  to  feed  all  the  goffering  inhabi- 
tants titeraof ;  and  he  asked  the  chairman  of 
tlie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  if  he  coold 
atiov  any  reasons  vhj  they  shonld  vote  more 
axney.  He  said  it  was  the  practice  with  the 
committee  of  which  Mr.  S.  wiA  a  member  to 
gire  the  reasons,  when  they  reported  a  biU, 
for  BO  doing ;  bat  there  the  committee  which 
had  the  whole  management  of  the  appropria- 
tioos  c(  the  Honae  iotrodaced  bills  withont  a 
atditary  reason  to  sostun  them.  He  wished  to 
know  what  were  the  grounds  for  the  i^)propria- 
tim  at  present  asked  for. 

ICr.  OuaxBjaiQ,  called  for  the  reading  of  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  whidi,  he 
remarked,  would  probably  be  satisfactory  to 
fliegentlemaD  from  Ohio. 

The  letter  was  read,  and  the  bill  passed. 


9  TOls.  JoOTDSl  to  181S,      - 
I  do.   Land  Laws,    ... 
la  do.  Dock,  and  Joor.  Sd  Sess. 


Coat  e^tlniBleiL 
•  t*,*6i  00 
698  00 
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Journals  to  1)98,    • 
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'Wx&iOEaDAT,  April  6. 

Furehat*  <tf  Boot*. 

Mr.  Bsieoa  moved  to  snspend  the  roles  for 
tbe  porpoae  of  offering  the  following  resoln- 
tion: 

Samilved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoose  be  anthor- 
ized  and  required  to  farnish  the  new  membera  of 
the  twentj-fonrth  Congress  with  the  same  iMMkg 
fiimished  to  the  members  of  the  twenty-third 
Congress. 

It  being  snggested  that  a  nmilar  resolotion 
waa  <w  the  Speaker's  table,  Mr.  Bbiocw  varied 
hia  motion  so  as  to  take  op  that  resolution; 
wluch  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ioftsBov,  of  Tennessee  objected  to  the 
paasage  of  the  resolution,  and  felt  it  his  doty 
to  mi^e  a  statement  to  the  House  of  the  ex- 
penditores  which  would  arise  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution.  He  bad  examined  into  the 
aidgect,  aad  caoaed  a  statement  to  be  made, 
diowing  the  books  that  would  be  printed  and 
porebaaed  mider  the  resolotion,  and  he  foond 
it  wonld  canae  a  reprint  of  eighty-fonr  yolnmesj 
which  would  oostthe  samof$8£,041  16;  and 
mdar  it  the  Olerk  of  (be  House  would  purchase 
fif^-foor  Toljuiea,  now  in  print,  or  preparing 
for  flie  preea,  costing  the  sum  of  $68,988; 
making  an  aggregate  expenditure  of  near  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  making  over  one 
thousand  dollars  in  books  to  each  of  the  new 
membera  of  the  present  Oongress. 

Mr.  J.  read  a  catalogue  of  the  books,  and  the 
eoat^  aa  estimated  by  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the 
Honae,  as  follows : 

ZBexasoix's  reaolntion  will  cause  a  reprint 


4  do. 

85 

Wvrht  Mt  Primt. 
\  ToL  Doe.  EDa.  of  U.  3.  Bank,  at  4  60 
each,     .       .        .        .       . 
9  do.  Begiater  of  Debatea,  at    »5  each, 
1  do.  LiTianton's  Code,   at     5 
1  do.  .Com.  RegulaUons,   at     6 
1  do.  Feck's  Trial,  at     6 

1  do.  Cobb's  Manual,        at      1 
20  do.  Amer.  State  Papers,  at  227  40 
20  do.  Doc.  Els.  U.  a,        at  320 


S,84«  00 
1.980  00 

$86,041  18 


64 


$446  60 

9,426  00 

496  00 

495  00 

495  00 

S90  00 

22,512  «0 

81,680  00 

$68,988  10 


.  Coit  Mtlmited. 

9  Tda.  Does,  of  2d  session,  22d  Cong.    $3,1 18  60 
4  do.   Elliot's  Debates,     -       -        .  - 

t  do.   Mannftctoring  Docnments,  -    - 
%  do.   Docs,  and  Joor.  1st  Sess.  SSd 
Cong.  ..... 

19  do.   Diploraatio  Correapendenoe,    • 


1,237  50 
891  00 

12,496  10 


Mr.  J.  said  many  of  the  books  which  would 
neoeesarily  be  reprinted,  if  the  resolution  waa 
adopted,  were,  wholly  useless,  and  woidd  never 
be  read.  He  referred  to  the  volomes  of  the 
doooments  of  the  first  session  of  the  last  Con- 
gresa,  containing  the  panic  memorials  and  the 
names  of  the  memorialists,  and  also  those 
containing  the  names  of  the  pensioners.  Hq 
thooght  tbe  thousand  dollars  could  be  as  well, 
much  better  expended,  for  the  benefit  of  new 
members  in  porchasing  other  books  of  a 
different  character.  Mr.  J.  regretted  placing 
himaelf  in  a  position  in  which  be  might  have 
the  appearance  of  acting  unkindly  to  the  new 
members  of  the  pres^it  Congress.  He  felt  it 
his  duty  to  resist  such  an  application  of  the 
publication  heretofore  as  well  as  now ;  he  bad 
uniformly  opposed  all  such  propositions,  from 
the  time  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  upon  this 
fioor,  and  he  expected  to  do  so.  If  Congress 
should  purchase  and  present  books  to  the  mem- 
ber* of  Congress,  they  ahoold  be  returned  to 
the  public  library  upon  the  expiration  of  their 
respective  terms,  for  the  use  of  theu:  succes- 
sors. The  resolution  seemed  plausible,  iq 
placing  the  new  members  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing with  the  members  of  the  last  Congress; 
it  was  (^parent,  however,  that  they  could, 
with  the  same  prcmriety,  olmm  as  many  books 
as  the  members  or  the  present  Congress  who 
had  served  fifteen  or  twenty  years ;  and  all  our 
socoessors  upon  this  floor  might,  with  the  same 

Eropriety,  make  the  same  claim.  He  felt  it 
is  duty  to  make  these  statements  to  the 
House,  and  be  should  ask  the  privilege  of 
recording  his  vote  in  opposition. 

Mr.  ItraKBSOLL  (who  originally  offered  the 
resolution)  said:  I  introduced  this  resolotion, 
not  so  much  from  any  impluses  of  my  own.  as 
in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  others,  wno, 
like  myself^  are  without  the  advantage  of 
person^  experience  here.  I  do  not  denre  to 
orge  it  beyond  a  point  which  may  be  eooaid- 
ered  perfectly  reasonable  and  just.  The 
resolution,  it  will  be  perceived,  merely  adopta 
the  precedent  which  has  been  set  by  those 
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members  of  the  last  All  of  them,  I  prcigame, 
hftve  either  sapported  the  measare  oy  their 
votes,  or  aTail^  tfaemselTes  of  its  fruits.  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  has,  as  be  says, 
received  the  books,  and  he  manifests  the  atUity 
of  them  in  the  information  which  he  habitually 
Gommonicates  to  the  House.  Those  who  are 
entirely  without  the  benefit  derived  from  a 
participation  in  the  past  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress, are  obliged  to  recur  to  the  volumes  in 
qaestion,  in  order  that  they  may  reach  the  in- 
formation necessary  to  enable  them  to  give  a 
conscientious  vote  npon  almost  any  subject 
that  occurs.  For  myself,  I  acknowledge  my 
obligations  to  an  honorable  friend  for  the  use 
of  the  books  which  have  been  furnished  to  him 
Tmder  former  resolutions  of  a  similar  character. 
The  State  Papers,  which  are  especially  object- 
ed to,  are  of  peculiar  value,  and  of  constant 
use  88  a  work  of  reference. 

This  resolution,  however,  is  more  important 
in  a  public  than  a  private  sense.  Besides  the 
immediate  oommonication  of  intelligence  to 
members  of  Congress,  it  contemplates  a  broader 
diSUnon  of  interesting  knowledge  throughout 
the  nation,  and  throughout  the  world.  Every 
element  of  the  present  elevation  of  the  country 
in  power  and  in  happiness  is  to  be  found  in  the 
•frorks  which  it  is  proposed  to  distribute. 

You  cannot  better  serve  the  cause  of  nni- 
yersal  freedom  and  sound  political  wisdom, 
than  by  exhibiting,  everywhere,  the  measures 
which  this  nation  has  resorted  to  and  adopted 
in  the  course  of  its  brief  but  comprehensive 
history.  After  the  books  have  been  used  by 
the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people, 
they  will  become  the  property  of  the  people 
themselves.  They  will  be  cherished  as  the 
true,  and,  before  long,  the  only  evidence 
accessible  to  every  citizen  of  the  wisdom  and 
the  errors  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us. 
They  will  teach  lesscms  of  equal  practical 
utility,  whether  they  reflect  a  record  of  pro- 
ceedings which  are  wise  enough  to  be  imitated, 
or  erroneous  enough  to  be  avoided. 

The  example  of  another  Government  is 
worthy  of  recollection.  Your  library  has 
recently  been  enriched  by  a  gift  of  the  valu- 
able and  extensive  publication  of  the  almost 
by-gone  monuments  of  British  history  and 
British  law.  That  p<d)tic  and  liberal  nation 
has  endeavored  to  spread  as  widely  as  the 
empire  of  civilized  man  extends,  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  those  costly  volames.  Not 
only  are  the  especial  libraries  of  sister  Govern- 
ments in  possession  of  them,  but  the  existence 
of  them  is  perpetuated  by  finding  them  a  place 
in  the  halls  of  all  the  celebrated  seminaries  of 
learning  throughout  Christendom.  It  appears 
to  me  that  we  owe  at  least  as  mnoh  to  our 
fathers  and  to  ourselves. 

At  a  moment  when  the  nati<Hial  Treasury  is 
filled  to  repletion,  what  better  use  can  be  made 
of  a  comparative  modicum  of  its  surplus 
wealth  than  that  which  the  resolution  contem- 
pktesl    Kot  an  interest  can  goffer.     Every 


one  may  be  benefited.  The  expense  which  is 
complained  of  is  insignificant,  whether  it  be 
compared  with  the  good  effects  that  are  likely 
to  be  the  consecjuence,  or  with  the  ordinary 
profusion  which  is  manifested  in  the  printing 
of  public  documents  by  the  House. 

With  respect  to  one  of  the  works  called  for, 
it  is  not  ea^  &  understand  upon  what  princi- 
ple a  preference  is  to  be  given  to  onr  more 
experienced  brethren  over  ourselves.  Where 
publications  have  been  made  heretofore,  and 
are  now  exhausted  by  distribution,  ther^  may 
be  plausibility  in  the  argument  whidi  objects  to 
a  renewed  expense.  Bat  the  "  Documentary 
History  of  the  United  States"  is  yet  in  embryo. 
Kot  a  member  has  been  furnished  with  it. 
When  it  shall  have  issued  from  the  press,  and 
comes  fresh  and  new  for  the  information  of  the 
people,  with  the  whole  expense  which  it  calls 
lor  yet  to  be  incurred,  I  claim  for  all  the  repre- 
sentatives an  equal  right  to  partake  of  the 
benefits  which  it  confers. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Bbbd, 
JuDBON,  and  SpEionr, 

Hr.  Sfeiqht  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 


Fbidat,  April  8. 
Witeofitin  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mat,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  the 
Territorial  Government  of  Wisconsin.  After  a 
debate  upon  details,  and  various  amendments 
adopted. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed!  for  a 
third  reading,  and  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

MoNSAT,  April  11. 
Depout  Banii. 
Mr.  WiSK  offered  the  following  resolution : 
JUtolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to 
inquire  into  the  agency  or  mode  of  selecting  the 
banks  of  depomt  tor  the  public  money,  and  into 
the  contracts  with  the  Treasury  Department,  by 
which  they  are  regulated,  and  into  the  manner  in 
which,  and  the  persons  by  whom,  such  contract* 
are  nuwle  ;  and  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any, 
what  connection  or  relation,  official  or  unofficial, 
exists,  or  has  existed,  between  a  certain  Reuben 
K.  Whitney  and  the  Treasury  Department  of  the 
United  States,  or  between  him  and  the  banks  of 
deposit  of  the  public  money,  and  into  the  extent 
of  his  agency  generally,  in  keeping  and  controlling 
the  public  money,  and  into  the  amount  of  bis  cora- 
pensation,  whether  the  same  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  Treasury  or  by  the  deposit  banks ;  and_  that 
Boid  comndttee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Objections  having  been  made, 
Mr.  WisB  moved  to  suspend  the  rules ;  and, 
The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
rqjeoted — yeas  86,  nays  82 — not  two-thirds. 
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Satubdat,  April  16. 

General  Appropriation  Bill — Doeumentary 
Eutory. 

The  Hoiue  took  up  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  ciril  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  1836. 

The  bill  was  reported  at  aJme  hoar  last 
night,  from  the  Ck>mmittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  with  snndry  amend- 
ments, and  the  question  vas  on  concurring  with 
the  committee  in  their  report. 

The  committee  propoi^  to  strike  out  the 
following  clause : 

"  For  the  Pocamentary  History  of  the  American 
BeTolutioD,  per  act  of  2d  March,  1838,  $20,000." 

Mr.  Etibjeit  excepted  to  the  amendment,  on 
the  ground  of  its  rejecting  a  provision  to  carry 
into  effect  a  valid  and  binding  contract. 

Hr.  Pmijjps  produced  the  contract  made  by 
Mr.  Secretary  Livingston  with  Clarke  and 
Force,  and  a  letter  addressed  by  them  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Forsyth ;  which  were  read  by  the 
Clerk. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  Thompsox, 
of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Cuambebs,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  favor  of  the  clause,  and  by  Mr. 
Cavb  Johxsox  against  it. 

Mr.  Oastks  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
daase  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  notify 
Clarke  and  Force  to  discontinue  the  said  work, 
and  to  ascertain  the  probable  amount  of  damages 
that  would  be  incurred  by  rescinding  the  con- 
tract, and  to  report  the  same  to  Congress  at 
the  next  session. 

Mr.  Spbiobt  suggested  to  the  gentleman  to 
witbdmw  bis  amendment,  and  to  permit  the 
qoestion  to  be  taken  on  the  amendment  of  the 
eommittee  to  strike  out 

Mr.  Adaks  spoke  in  favor  of  the  appropria- 
tieo. 

Mr.  SioTB,  of  M^e,  said  all  the  gentlemen 
opposed  to  the  amendment  o£fered  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Tennessee  appear  ex- 
tremely dedrous  of  holding  the  House  to  the 
strict  letter  of  the  contract  alleged  to  have 
been  made  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr. 
Livingston,)  with  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force. 
They  mainttun  that  the  honor  of  the  nation  is 
involved  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  construction 
now  put  apon  that  contract  I  am  in  favor, 
said  Mr.  8.,  of  looking  into  the  letter  of  it 
but  desire  that  the  spirit  also  of  the  instrument, 
by  which  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  said  to  be 
thos  deeply  pledged,  may  also  be  examined.  I 
think,  sir,  that  it  will  be  found,  upon  critical 
examination,  that  there  is  evidence  enough  in 
the  doonments  connected  with  this  contract 
that  no  injustice  will  be  done  to  Messrs.  Clarke 
and  Force  by  striking  out  the  appropriation  of 
$20,000  now  under  consideration,  and  that  the 
honor  of  the  nation  will  be  in  no  degree  vio- 
lated by  following  ont  hereafter  the  course  in- 
dicated by  the  resolution  of  the  House  adopted 
this  morning,  referring  the  whole  subject  of 
YoulOIL— 3 


these  books  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  for  final  investigation. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has 
remarked  that  this  contract,  if  not  a  fraud  in  its 
inception  upon  the  Congress  of  1833,  is,  in  the 
shape  which  it  is  now  made  to  assume,  a  great 
imposition  upon  this  House,  and  that  the  House 
is  not  bound  to  sustain  it.  I  am,  sir,  also  of  this 
opinion,  and  I  tliink  there  is  evidence  to  sub- 
stantiate this  opinion  to  the  satisfaction  of  any 
impartial  jury  of  twelve  men  that  might  be  em- 
pannelled  in  any  part  of  the  country.  Let  me 
invite  the  attention  of  the  House  to  some  feat- 
ures of  the  contract,  to  show  that  it  was  not 
contemplated  either  by  Clarke  and  Force,  or 
by  the  Congress  of  1838,  to  be  of  the  character 
and  magnitude  now  represented  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,) 
and  by  other  gentlemen  who  preceded  him  on 
the  same  side. 

By  turning  to  the  contract  of  Clarke  and 
Force  with  Mr.  Livingston,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  I  find  the  following  language  made  use 
of^  descriptive  of  the  work  then  contemplated : 

"The  said  Edward  Livingston,  &c.,  doth  hereby 
authorize  and  direct  the  said  Claike  and  Force, 
jointly  and  severally,  to  prepare  and  pabUsh  fifteen 
hundred  copies  of  said  '  Doonmentary  History  of 
the  American  Revolution,'  according  to  the  plaa 
laid  dovn  in  their  memorial  and  accompanying 
documents  presented  to  Congress,  and  upon  wnicE 
said  act  has  l>een  passed." 

Now,  turn  to  the  memorial  here  alluded  to, 
for  "  the  plan  "  of  the  work.  That  memoriid, 
the  original  proposition  of  Clarke  and  Force, 
reads  thus,  in  part : 

"The  memorial  of  the  subscribers  respectfully 
represents,  that  as  early  as  the  11  th  day  of  July, 
1776,  the  memorial  of  Ebenezer  Hazard  was  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  calling  their  attention  to  the 
importance  of  'a  Collection  of  American  State 
Papers.'  On  the  20th  of  the  same  month,  certain 
resolutions  were  passed,  approving  of  the  object 
and  granting  such  patronage  and  facilities  as  he 
desired.    (See  copies  herewith.  A.") 

"Shortly  after  Mr.  Hazard  was  appointed  Post- 
master General,  two  volumes  were  published  by 
him ;  but  the  object  of  Congress  was  not  attained, 
inasmuch  as  not  a  single  document  relating  '  to  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  present  war  with  Great 
Britain,'  referred  to  by  the  committee,  was  pub- 
lished by  him.  He  gave  up  the  work  in  conse- 
quence of  hb  other  engagements;  and  no  one  has 
since  ventured  to  complete  it. 

"  Tour  memorialists  present  themselves  to  Con- 
gress, willing  and  partially  prepared  to  undertake 
this  interesthig  and  laborious  collection,"  &c. 

Such  is  the  language  that  is  descriptive  of  the 
work  to  which  the  Congress  of  1833.  was  in- 
duced to  extend  its  patronage,  by  the  act  of 
March  8d,  of  that  year.  And  such  is  the  plan 
of  the  work  to  which  that  act  has  reference, 
and  upon  which  it  was  based.  It  was,  substan- 
tially, to  aid  in  the  particular  work  which 
Hazard  had  projected  and  commenced,  and 
in  none  other.    What  evidence  have  we  Airther 
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of  the  character  of  Hazard's  plan,  and  of  the 
magnitude  of  it  t  Why,  sir,  we  have  evidence 
on  this  point,  which  cannot  bnt  be  of  the  most 
BatifriGactbry  character ;  evidence  by  which  we 
can  accurately  Judge  of  the  view  entertained 
by  the  Oongreas  of  1888  upon  this  subject.  We 
have  the  resdlutions  of  the  Oongresa  of  1778, 
respecting  Hazard's  proposed  worlc ;  and  these 
resolutions  are  referred  to  by 'Clarke  and  Force 
in'tiieir  contract  with  Mr.  Livingston,  and  con- 
stitnte  a  part  of  their  memorial  to  the  Congress 
of  189S,  -for  the  purpose  of  describing  "  the 
plan  "  of  tjieir  worlt.  One  of  these  resolutions 
of  1778  reA^  thus,  after  setting  forth  "that  Mr. 
Hazard  must  necessarily  be  put  to  expense  of 
various  kinds  in  procuring  the  extensive  collec- 
tion of  materials  he  proposes  to  make : "     , 

"Sttolvtd,  That  to  enable  Mr.  Hazard  to  sustain 
such  expense,  one  thoogand  dollars  be  advanced  to 
him  upon  account,  returns  being  made  to  Congress 
of  bia  expenses  in  this  business.' 

Such,  sir,  is  the  indication  ftimiahed  in  the 
papers  of  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force,  the  memori- 
aoBta,  of  the  views  entertained  by  the  Congress 
of  1778  relative  to  Mr.  Hazard's  work,  which 
these  memorialists  described  to  the  Congress 
of  1888  as  iJie  plan  of  their  work ;  they  having 
transferred  the  title  of  Hazard's  work,  "  A  Coir 
Itetion  of  American  State  Papers."  into  the 
title  of  "  A  DoeutMntary  Hiitory  q/the  Ameri- 
ean  Seoolutum."  Will  it  be  pretended,  sir, 
hereafter,  upon  this  floor,  that  the  Congress  of 
1778  contemplated,  in  Mr.  Hazard  's  work,  an 
enterprise  to  be  compared  in  any  thing  with 
the  work  now  attempted  to  be  imposed  Upon 
Congress  nnder  Clarke  and  Force's  contract? 
It  has  been  demonstrated  that  this  latter  work 
is  to  cost  from  four  hundred  and  eight  thousand 
to  half  a  million  of  doDars,  as  the  least  estimate. 
And  will  the  gentleman  fW)m  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Adjlmb,)  or  any  other  gentleman,  reflect  so 
severely  upon  the  Congress  of  1778  as  to  charge 
them  with  having  in  view  a  work  of  this  mag- 
nitude, or  any  thing  like  it,  when  they  con- 
tributed the  trifling,  pitiful  sum,  in  comparison,' 
of  one  thousand  doUara,  to  aid  Hazard  in  his 
work  ?  Sir,  we  are  told  by  these  memorialists 
themselves,  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force,  that  to 
Hazard's  work,  whatever  it  was — and  it  is  al- 
luded to  by  them  a^  giving  the  outline  of  their 
own  plan — ^that  the  Congress  of  1778  granted 
to  Hazard  "  such  patronage  and  facilities  as  he 
desired."  This  is  their  own  langaogei,  and 
their  own  showing ;  for  I  do  not  go  out  of  the 
case  they  have  given  in  their  original  docu- 
ments, presented  to  the  Congress  of  1838,  for 
my  proofs  that  the  contract  which  they  now 
clmm  to  have  made  is  not  the  contract,  and 
their  present  work  is  not  the  work,  had  in 
■view  either  by  themselves  or  the  Congress  of 
188S.  Let  me  ask  gentlemen  if  they  Itclieve 
that  Hazard,  had  he  in  contemplation  an  enter- 
prise involving  an  expense  of  nearly  half  a 
million  of  dolloni,  at  the  lowest  estimate, 
would  have  desired,  "patronage  and  facilities " 


of  Congress  to  the  amount  of  only  one  thon- 
sand  dollars,  inasmuch  as  they  were  willing  to 
grant  all  that  he  desired  ?  Sir,  I  maintun  that 
here  is  proof  enough  to  insure  the  verdict  of  any 
jury  in  the  country,  that  neither  Hazard,  nor 
uie  Congress  of  1778,  nor  the  Congress  of  1833, 
for  an  instant  conceived  of  such  a  stupendous 
enterprise  aFia  now  set  up  under  the  contract 
of  Mr.  Livingston,  which  has  been  read,  nor 
do  I  believe  that  the  memorialists  themselves 
contemplated  one  of  such  magnitude  at  that 
time.  I  believe,  dr,  that  here  is  evidence  in 
abundance,  in  their  reference  to  Hazard's  plan, 
OS  a  description  substantially  of  their  ovm  plan, 
and  in  the  character  of  the  resolution  of  1778 
respecting  Hazard's  plan,  to  sustain  the  positions 
token  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, that  Congress  has  been  outrageously 
imposed  upon  nnder  this  Clarke  and  Force  con- 
tract, and  that  Congress  is  not  bound  now,  in  . 
neither  honor  nor  equity,  to  fulfil  the  construc- 
tion now  attempted  to  be  put  upon  it  Sir,  we 
ought  to  stop,  before  contributing  an  additional 
sum  of  120,000  to  the  sum  of  $20,000  ah-eady 
appropriated,  until  a  thorough  investigation  of 
the  subject  has  been  made  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  under  the  resolution  of 
the  same  honorable  gentleman,  adopted  on  this 
morning  by  the  House. 

We  are  told,  further,  by  these  memorialists, 
that  Mr.  Hazard  pursued  his  plan  through  two 
volumes,  and  then  abandoned  it.  Why  did  he 
abandon  it?  Because  the  magnitude  of  the 
enterprise  was  too  great  for  his  means,  and  be- 
cause Congress  refused  to  aid  him  sufficiently 
in  comparison  to  his  enterprise?  No  such 
thing.  Congress  contributed  one  thousand 
dollars  towards  it  It  does  not  appem:  that 
more  was  needed.  But  he  abandoned  it ;  we 
are  told  "  he  gave  up  the  work  in  consequence 
of  his  other  engagements,  and  no  one  has  since 
ventured  to  complete  it"  Such  is  the  history 
of  the  work  he  planned,  and  such  is  tiie  plan, 
of  the  work  presented  to  the  Congress  of  1888, 
to  induce  them  to  pass  the  act  under  which  the 
present  enormous  claim  of  Clarke  and  Force  is 
setup. 


Monday,  April  18. 

General  Appropriation  Bill — Documentary 
History. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  QoTemment  for  the 
year  183S. 

The  bill  had  been  considered  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  the  question  immediately 
pending  was  on  concurring  with  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  to  strike  out  the  follow- 
ing clause :  "  For  the  Documentary  History  of 
tlie  American  Revolution,  per  act  of  2d  of 
March,  1833,  $20,000 ;  "  and 

Mr.  Cabteb  moved  to  amend  the  clause  by 
directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  notify  Clarke 
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and  Force  to  discontiirae  the  stud  work,  and  to 
ascertain  the  probable  amonnt  of  damages  that 
would  be  incurred  by  rescinding  the  contract, 
and  to  report  the  same  to  Congress  at  the  next 
session. 

Mr.  PxABOS,  of  l^ode  Island,  addressed  the 
Honae  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  the 
committee,  and  in  faTor  of  retaining  the  clause. 
Messrs.  Vajtokepoil,  Glascock,  Thompson  of 
South  Carolina,  Toccsr,  Chambers  of  Penn- 
sjlrania,  Etkbsit  and  Adams,  followed  on  the 
same  side. 

Mr.  Hasdct  and  Mr.  Bkschkb  spoke  in  op- 
position. 

Hie  qnestion  recurred  on  concurring  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  report, 
being  to  strike  oat  the  clause ;  and  it  was  far- 
ther debated  by  Mr,  Patton  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  Cat«  Johxsoh,  and  Mr.  Touokt. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  86,  nays  93. 


Ttesdat,  April  19. 
Ikpotit  £ani». 

By  general  consent,  the  Honse  proceeded  to 
consider  the  following  resolution,  heretofore 
submitted  by  Mr.  Dbomooolb. 

Metolrtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treastuy  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  Eoase  full  lofor- 
nutioD  of  the  mode  and  mamier  of  selecting  banks 
in  the  several  States  or  Territories  for  the  deposit 
of  the  pub&c  money  of  the  ITnited  States ;  of  &U 
contracts,  agreements,  or  stipulations,  entered  into 
Titb  said  b^nks  for  the  safe  keeping  of  said  moneys ; 
that  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  also  state  what 
agents  have  been  employed,  the  nature  and  extent 
of  their  agency,  and  the  compensation  wliich  such 
agents  bave  receiTed  in  any  way  from  the  OoTem- 
■eot  of  tbe  United  States ;  and  that  he  also  state 
trfaat  officers  or  agents  on  the  part  of  said  l>anka 
bare  in  any  way  participated  or  l)een  instrumental 
in  tbe  formation  of  any  such  contracts,  agreements, 
or  ttipalations,  concerning  the  deposit  and  safe 
keeiung  of  said  moneys  in  said  banks. 

The  qnestioo  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
VuB  to  amend  tite  resolution  by  striking  ont  all 
after  Ae  word  "  BeeolTOd,"  and  inserting  die 
following: 

That  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  with  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  inquire  into  the 
mode  or  agency  of  selecting  the  banks  of  deposit 
for  tlie  pabiio  money ;  the  contracts  with  the 
Tuasoiy  Department,  by  which  they  are  regulated ; 
the  manner  in  which,  and  the  persons  by  whom, 
sack  contneta  are  or  hare  been  made ;  into  all 
eartespoodence  whatsoever  touching  contracts  for 
the  deposit  of  the  public  money  ;  and  into  all 
connection  or  relation,  official  or  unofficial,  which 
exKts,  or  lias  existed,  between  any  person  or  per- 
tons  and  the  Treasury  Department,  or  between 
them  and  the  deposit  banks,  or  any  IndiTiduala  or 
banks,  touching  the  custody  and  the  control  and 
depoat  of  the  pnblic  money ;  or  between  any  de- 
paiitent  of  tlw  ExecntiTe,  and  any  individual  or 


individuala  or  banks,  touching  tbe  disburssments  of 
the  public  money,  appropriated  or  unappropriMed 
by  law ;  and  into  the  amonnt  of  compensation  of 
any  or  all  agents  wtiatsoerer,  official  or  nnoffleial, 
connected  with  the  said  Department  or  said  banks, 
touching  the  disbursement,  safe  keeping,  or  de- 
posit, of  the  public  money ;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  WiBK  resumed  and  oondoded  his  re- 
marks in  support  of  his  motion, 

When  Mr.  Wisk  had  concluded,  Mr.  Pbttow 
and  Mr.  Dbomooolk  both  rising  nearly  at  the 
some  time,  the  Speakeb  gave  the  floor  to  ib. 
PXTTON,  who  addressed  the  House. 

Mr.  Dbomooolb  replied  at  length  to  the  gen- 
tlemen  from  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  (Messrs. 
WisB  and  Pbtton.)  He  expressed  his  surprise 
at  the  opposition  this  resolntion  had  met  with, 
as  it  was  a  mere  ordinary  resolution  of  inquiry, 
such  as  were  almost  daily  presented,  and 
agreed  to  without  a  question.  The  questioa 
was  this :  was  the  information  called  for  in  it 
desirable  to  be  placed  in  the  possession  of  the 
House!  He  mamtuned-that  it  was  absolutely 
essential  for  the  action  of  the  House  upon  the 
bill  regulating  tbe  public  deposits.  Mr.  D. 
then  contended  that  the  information  called  for 
was  fldl  and  ample ;  but  that,  if  the  response 
turned  out  to  be  unsatisfactory,  his  colleagne 
might  then  extend  the  inquiry.  He  denied 
most  unequivocally,  in  reply  to  his  colleague, 
that  the  effect  of  this  resolntion  would  be  to 
smother  inqairy  or  to  suppress  the  truth ;  and 
he  repelled  the  idea  that  he  had  oonsnlted  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  in  draaghting  the 
resolution ;  but  he  was  unwilling  to  condemn 
him,  or  any  other  officer,  unheard,  or  without 
investigation.  Again  :  he  was  not  din>08ed  to 
go  into  the  private  inquiry  embraced  in  tiie 
amendment  of  his  colleague.  He  could  not 
consent  that  a  resolution  asking  for  informa- 
tion f^om  the  head  of  a  Department  should  be 
supplanted  by  the  appointment  of  an  inquisi- 
torial committee;  founded,  too,  upon  the  as- 
sumption of  guilt  on  the  part  of  that  officer. 
It  would  be  prejud^ng  the  case,  and  no  good 
could  result  from  it.  But  Mr.  D.'s  resolution 
in  no  way  embarrassed  the  proposition  of  his 
colleagne,  and  the  gentleman  might  continue 
to  urge  it  as  a  distinct  proposition,  either 
before  6r  after  obtaining  the  required  informa- 
tion. Mr.  D.  dwelt  at  length  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  concluded  by  hoping  the  resolu- 
tion he  had  submitted  would  be  adopted  ;  and 
that,  as  soon  as  practicable,  they  would  act  on 
the  bill  regulating  the  deposits  of  the  public 
money  in  certain  local  banks ;  to  do  which  the 
information  called  for  by  this  resolution  was 
essentially  necessary. 

Mr.  Peyton,  rose  merely  to  add  a  few  words, 
by  way  of  making  himself  perfectly  under- 
stood by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Dbomooolb.)  He  would  regret  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  should  leave  his  seat  under  the 
impression  that  he  had  oast  the  sligbest  shade 
of  imputation  on  his  motives.    Far,  very  fiur. 
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from  it,  Mr.  Speaker.  Kothing  coold  be  more 
oonolnsive  as  to  the  confiding  innocenoy  with 
which  the  honorable  gentlemoa  has  acted  than 
the  resolution  which  he  has  sabmitted  on  this 
subject,  by  which  he,  in  effect,  says  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  "If  you  have 
recorded  your  crimes,  if  you  have  enrolled 
your  infamy,  in  the  Departments,  do  send  it 
to  us,  if  you  please."  This  is  the  extent  of  his 
inquiry;  no  more.  Why,  sir,  the  gentleman 
is  not  only  honest  himself,  but  thinks  all  other 
men  equally  honest;  and  I  must  think  the 
gentleman  considers  them  a  little  silly  into  the 
bargam,  to  expect  confidently,  as  he  surely  does, 
that  they  would  record  any  thing  leading  to  their 
own  crimiuation,or  communicate  it,  from  honor, 
if  they  had  done  so.  To  the  same  cause — the 
same  unsuspecting  simplicity  of  mind — must 
be  attributed  the  fatal  motions  which  he  made 
with  regard  to  the  executive  patronage  bill, 
and  that  for  the  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion in  relation  to  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  grieved 
thus  to  see  an  honest,  credulous,  confiding 
man,  unversed  in  the  ways  of  this  wicked 
world,  thrown  into  this  House  and  this  party, 
to  be  used,  innocently  and  ignorantly  used, 
for  such  purposes.  But,  sir,  if  any  tiling  is 
wanting  to  establish  the  gentleman's  claim  to 
full  and  complete  innocency  in  this  whole 
transaction,  it  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
he  attributed  to  me  a  disposition  to  throw 
obstacles  in  the  way  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  regulating  the  deposits,  when  it  is  noto- 
rious that  I  offered  a  resolution  fixing  a  day  cer- 
tain for  the  consideration  of  that  bill.  I  have 
moved  it — made  a  breakfast  spell  of  it— every 
morning  for  six  weeks!  No,  not  every  morning; 
about,  upon  an  average,  every  other  morning ;  as 
often  as  my  modesty  (for  I  have  a  great  regard 
for  modesty)  would  allow.  Whereas  the  gentle- 
man and  his  friends,  "  the  party,"  have  voted 
every  morning  against  fixing  any  day ;  for,  sir, 
I  was  willing  that  they  should  name  the  day 
for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  regulating  the 
deposits.  Tes,  sir,  these  are  the  facts;  and 
yet  that  gentleman  honestly  and  innocently 
believes  tHat  I,  and  not  he  and  his  friends, 
have  been  endeavoring  to  thwart  that  measure. 
This  is  a  case,  a  plain  case,  as  much  so  as  that 
of  the  Indian.  His  companion  had  been  shot, 
oliinbing  a  tree,  by  a  white  man.  They  had 
an  investigation  of  the  matter,  and  the  Indian 
asked  the  white  man  "  why  he  shot  his  friend." 
"I  took  him  for  a  bear,"  was  the  reply.  Says 
the  Indian,  with  a  stem,  inquiring  look, 
"  White  man  shoot  on  Indian  up  a  tree,  with 
red  leggins  on,  for  a  bear  ? "  "  Yes."  "  Well, 
I'm  done."    I  am  done,  sir. 

Mr.  CAMBBBr.-BT.-o  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 


Teubsdat,  April  21. 
General  Appropriation  Bill. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  Governments  for  the  year  1836. 

The  question  being  on  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill, 

Mr.  Mbsgeb  moVcd  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  with  instructions  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priations for  the  custom-house  at  New  York 
from  $300,000  to  $100,000,  and  providing  that 
the  total  cost  should  not  exceed  $500,000; 
and,  also,  to  add  another  section  to  the  bill, 
enacting  that,  out  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  tho 
sales  of  the  public  lands  received  in  the  years 
1832,  1833,  1834,  and  1836,  there  be  appro- 
priated the  sum  of  $28,661,972,  for  the  com- 
mon use  and  benefit  of  the  several  States  of  the 
Union,  to  be  apportioned  among  them  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  federal  or  representativo 
numbers,  and  to  be  paid,  in  four  equal  quar- 
terly instalments,  to  the  treasurer  or  other 
proper  ofScer  of  each  State,  raepectively ;  tho 
first  instalment  to  be  paid  on  the  1st  of  July 
next,  and  the  others  on  the  1st  of  October, 
January,  and  April,  following ;  with  a  provis- 
ion that  each  of  the  seven  new  States  should 
receive  10  per  cent,  in  addition  to  their  allot- 
ment. 

Mr.  Cakbbeleno  remarked  that  he  was  as 
anxious  as  any  gentleman  to  discuss  this  whole 
subject;  but  he  hoped  the  appropriation  bill 
would  not  be  delayed  by  a  debate  on  the  sub- 
ject which  would  occupy  weeks,  or  perhaps 
months.  He  would  suggest,  however,  that 
when  the  army  bill  came  up,  it  would  pre- 
sent an  opportunity  to  bring  up  the  whole  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Mesceb  inquired  what  possible  connec- 
tion had  his  proposition  with  appropriations 
for  the  army  ? 

Mr.  Oambrelbso  replied  by  referring  to  the 
proposed  appropriations  for  the  public  defences 
of  the  country,  which  would  open  the  whole 
discussion  on  the  surplus  revenue.  He  would 
merely  remark  that  there  was  every  probability 
that  in  1838,  '89,  and  '40,  the  pnbuo  revenna 
would  not  exceed  two-thirds  of  the  expenses  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Fbekoh  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
distributing  among  the  States  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  surplus  money  arising  from  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands.  His  constituents  were  in- 
telligent and  patriotic,  and  knew  as  well  as  he 
did  that  the  Congress  was  under  paramount 
obligations,  first  to  apply  to  all  national  objects 
as  much  of  the  public  money  as  the  public 
interest  and  service  required.  That  being  done, 
the  balance  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  remained  to  bo  disposed  of  by  Congress. 
He  held  himself  incapable  of  deceiving  his  con-  - 
stituents;  and  every  pledge  mode  should  b& 
on  his  part,  honestly  redeemed.  They  would 
not  expect,  however,  much  less  require  of 
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him,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  here,  to 
depart  from  the  established  nsages  of  legisla- 
tion, and  jeopard  the  passage  of  the  hill  nnder 
consideration,  by  an  amendment  which,  if 
added  to  the  biU,  might  and  probably  would 
defeat  it. 

He  could  not  concur  with  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  incorporating  in  this  bill  the 
omendmait  proposed. 

Mr.  SPKieBT  said  he  could  not  say,  as  his 
firiend  from  Kentncky  (Mr.  Fbkkoh)  had  said, 
that  if  this  proposition  were  to  come  forward  in 
a  proper  manner  he  wonld  vote  for  it ;  for  Mr. 
S.  could  not  vote  for  it  in  any  form;  much  less 
could  he  do  so  when  it  was  attached  to  the 
dTil  list  bill,  which,  if  passed  with  fuch  an 
smoidment,  as  every  gentleman  knew,  would 
jeopard  its  passage.  Mr.  8.  said  he  looked 
t^n  the  principle  contained  in  the  proposition 
as  one  oi  the  most  obnoxious  ever  presented 
to  the  American  Congress;  and,  as  it  was  a 
nbject  which  had  somewhat  agitated  the 
public  mind  in  his  State,  he  shoold,  when  it 
came  np  in  dne  form,  ask  permission  of 
the  Honse  to  give  his  views  on  it.  For  the 
present  be  forbore,  because  he  deemed  it  im- 
proper; and  he  therefore  demanded  the  pre- 
vious qnestion. 

The  previous  qnestion  was  seconded — ayes 
88,  no€s  64. 

The  Chaib  remarked,  that  if  the  Ilonse 
ordered  the  main  qnestion  to  be  put,  it  would 
be  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mkbceb.  If  the  Chair  so  decide,  I  appeal 
from  the  decision.  I  contend  that  the  main 
qnestion  will  be  on  the  commitment  of  the 
bilL 

The  Chaib  stated  the  question.  The  bill  had 
been  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question  was 
on  its  passage.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill  with  certain  instruc- 
tions. The  previous  question  was  moved  and 
seconded;  and  there  could  be  but  one  main 
question,  and  that  would  be  on  the  passage  of 
tiie  bill.  The  previous  question  cut  off  all 
amendment,  all  debate.  The  only  motions 
which  conid  be  entertained  after  the  previous 
qnestion  was  ordered,  was  to  adjourn,  or  to 
lay  on  the  table.  The  rule  and  the  practice  of 
the  Honse  were  plain  and  explicit  on  this  point, 

Mr.  "Wtt.i.iaiib,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  previons  question; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were : 

Tk*s. — ^XessTs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley,  Bean,  Boon, 
Booldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Buchanan,  Bimch,  Bums,  Cam- 
breleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  John 
F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor, 
Cramer,  Cosbman,  Dickcrson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole, 
Fairfield,  ftriin.  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  WUUam  K. 
Foller,  James  Garland,  Oillet,  Glascock,  Grantland, 
Haley,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Samuel  S.  Harnson,  Hawes, 
Havkms,  Haynes,  Howard,  Hnntington,  Huntsman, 
Tngham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarris,  Joseph  Johnson,  R. 
U.  Johnson,  Care  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Bei^a- 
min  Jones,  Jndson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Eling- 
fiismith.  Tiansing,  Lowler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee, 


Leonard,  LoyiH,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Ab^ah  Kana,  Job 
Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason,  Uoaes 
Mason,  May,  McKeon,  HcEim,  McLene,  Montgiomeiy, 
Morgan,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Franklin 
Pearce,  Dntee  J.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  John 
Reynolds,  Bipley,  Boane,  Seymour,  Siielda,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Smith,  Speight,  Standefer,  Sutheriand,  Thom- 
as, John  Thomson,  Touoey,  Towns,  Turtill,  Vander- 
poel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Webster — 108. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Eeman  Al- 
len, Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Cal- 
houn, Campbell,  Qeoree  Chambers,  Childs,  Nathaniel 
H.  CUibome,  Clark,  u>rwio.  Crane,  Darlington,  De- 
berry,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett,  Fhilo  C.  Fuller,  Gran- 
ger, Grayson,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heister,  Hoar,  Howell, 
Hunt,  IngeraoU,  William  Jadcson,  Janes,  Jenifer, 
Henry  Johnson,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
Lewi8,Lincoln,  Love,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty, 
McComas,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mercer,  MilUgan, 
Morris,  James  A.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Potts, 
Beed,  Bencher,  Robertson,  Rosscll,  William  B.  Shep- 
aid,  Augqstine  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Storer,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Undenrood, 
Vinton,  Washington,  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams — 
16. 

So  the  Honse  determined  that  the  main 
qnestion  be  now  put,  which  the  Chaib  stated 
would  be  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mbbceb  then  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  Ch<ur,  and  contended  that  the  main 
qnestion  was  on  the  commitment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Speight  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply 
to  Mr.  MxBCKB,  and  in  favor  of  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  MzBOER  then  withdrew  bis  appeal,  stating 
that  he  was  satisfied  he  was  correct  in  his 
views  on  this  subject. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 


MoxDAT,  April  26. 
Proceeds  of  the  Ptiblie  Land*. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature, 
in  favor  of  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WnxiAiis,  of  Kentucky  jto  refer  the  resolutions 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  witli 
instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  aforesaid  among  the  several 
States,  for  purposes  of  internal  improvements 
and  education. 

Mr.  Ha  WES  addressed  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  departed  from  the  sub- 
ject of  the  resolutions,  in  order  to  answer 
other  gentlemen;  and  I  shall  now  say  a  few 
words  in  relation  to  them.  The  one  proposi- 
tion  is  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
education  and  internal  improvement ;  and  the 
other,  which  stands  in  opposition,  is  the  pro- 
ject of  the  able  and  indefatigable  representa- 
tive from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Oasbt,)  who  is  ever 
attentive  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by  his 
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oonatitoents,  to  gradoate  the  price  of  the  lands, 
and  thus  open  a  door  to  their  actual  settlement 
by  the  hardy  yeomanry  of  the  land.  Believ- 
ing, as  I  do,  that  the  first  proposition  wiU 
prostrate  the  interests  of  the  West,  moke  that 
portion  of  the  Union  tributary  and  subservient 
to  the  Eastern  and  Southern  States,  and  para- 
lyze the  arm  of  exertion  and  indastry,  without 
corresponding  benefits,  I  am  forced  to  vote 
against  it  I  am  a  Western  man.  I  represent 
a  portion  of  the  people  of  that  country,  and 
(thongb  there  are  no  public  lands  in  Kentucky) 
I  cannot  be  instrumental  in  prostrating  the  in- 
terests of  our  sister  States;  to  bind,  manacle, 
sell,  and  deliver  them  over  to  the  balance  of 
tlie  Union.  Let  the  other  States  but  once 
revel  in  the  spoils  wrested  from  the  West, 
and  where  is  the  remedy  in  case  we  should 
wish  to  reduce  the  price  of  tiie  public  lands  ? 
Shall  we  act  on  the  principles  of  the  monarchies 
of  Europe,  keep  large  forests  and  hunting- 
grounds,  to  be  the  abode  of  beasts  of  prey? 
or  shall  we,  for  a  small  consideration,  open 
them  to  the  actual  occupation  of  the  honest 
fiuner  and  his  family  i 

This  is  the  true  question  to  be  decided ;  and, 
for  myself,  I  would  prefer  to  see  the  land  occa- 
;)ied  by  a  prosperous  and  industrious  popula- 
tion, surrounded  by  peace,  plenty,  and  happi- 
ness, with  the  glorious  privilege  to  say  this 
i.H  my  own,  and  no  one  can  wrest  it  fi-om  me, 
ihan  draw  from  them  and  their  little  ones 
their  hard-earned  dollars,  to  be  lavished  in 
wild  and  reckless  profnaon  among  the  States 
of  this  confederacy.  The  people  should  never 
be  taxed  to  a  grei^r  amount  than  is  actually 
iiecessary  for  an  economical  Goverimient ;  and 
M-henever  the  receipts  exceed  the  expenditures, 
tlie  burdens  ought  to  be  removed  to  that  extent. 
I  will  not,  by  any  vote  of  mine,  ask  the  people 
to  look  up  to  the  General  Government  as 
superior  to  themselves ;  or,  in  other  words,  I 
will  not  recognize  the  claim  of  the  Government 
to  collect  more  from  the  people  than  is  actually 
necessary  for  authorized  and  constitutional 
purposes.  I  cannot  recognize  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  say  to  the  States  what  they  shall  and 
what  they  shall  not  do  with  the  dividends. 
They  shall  not  say  to  us— do  this,  and  do  that ; 
spend  this  amount  in  internal  improvement, 
and  that  in  education.  Sir,  this  education  is 
another  sdieme  of  the  aristocracy  to  appro- 
priate the  whole  to  their  own  benefit.  The 
schools  will  be  established  in  the  towns  alone, 
and  no  provision  made  for  the  country ;  and 
hence  the  great  body  of  the  people  will  re- 
ceive no  benefit,  while  the  we^thiest  portion 
of  the  oommtmity  reap  the  whole.  I  need 
dwell  no  lon^r  on  this  subject,  for  the  weakest 
mind  can  discover  its  operation  at  the  first 
glance,  and  that  operation  will  be  to  make  the 
rich  richer,  and  the  poor  poorer;  to  throw 
abundance  into  the  lap  of  wealth,  and  take 
away  the  hard-earned  and  scanty  subsist- 
ence of  poverty ;  the  amount  of  all  which  is, 
that  the  many  become  dependent  on  the  few, 


and  thus  destroys  equality  of  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  drives  liberty  from  our  happy  and 
prosperous  land.  Mr.  Speaker,  here  is  the  last 
foothold  and  reeting-plaoe  of  liberty  in  this 
world ;  it  is  the  omy  land  where  men  e^joy 
rights  and  privileges  on  eouality ;  it  is  the 
home  of  the  opprMsed  of  all  nations,  dimes, 
and  countries ;  and,  for  myself^  I  will  not  aid 
in  the  subversion  of  this  glorioos  fabric,  so 
nobly  sustained  by  our  ancestors,  and  so  gener- 
ously handed  down  to  us  for  preservation. 


Fbidat,  April  29. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  T.  Whittueskt,  of  Con- 
necticut, elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Zauiok 
WiLDiiAN,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 


TnssDAT,  May  8. 
Death  of  Mr.  Biehard  J.  Manning. 

Mr.  PmoENKT  rose  and  addressed  the  House 
to  the  following  effect : 

Mr.  Speaker:  Often  as  Death  has  already 
been  amongst  us  this  session,  he  has  again  entered 
within  these  walls,  and  taken  another,  and  ono 
of  the  most  excellent  members  of  this  honor- 
able body.  Yes,  sir,  Death  has  again  beem 
amongst  us;  and  it  is  in  consequence  of  ono 
of  those  sudden  and  awful  dispensations  of 
Divine  Providence,  to  which,  however  punfUly 
we  may  feel  theni,  it  is  our  duty  to  snlMnit, 
that  I  now  rise  to  announce  to  this  House  tho 
decease  of  my  late  honored  and  lamented  col- 
league, BiOHABD  J.  MAiTNnra.  He  left  this  city 
on  Friday  last,  on  a  visit  to  Philadelphia,  and 
died,  as  I  am  informed,  at  that  place,  on  Son- 
day  evening,  of  a  hemorrhage,  produced  by  the 
rupture  of  a  blood  vessel  in  his  lungs.  Surely, 
if  ever  tiiere  was  an  event  which  could  teadi 
US  "what  poor  sliadows  we  are,  and  what 
shadows  we  pursue,"  this  is  one  which  shonld 
impress  that  lesson  deeply  on  our  minds.  Bat 
a  few  days  ago  he  was  here,  in  his  place  upon 
this  floor,  in  the  pride  of  int>ellect.and  vigor  of 
manhood,  mingling  freely  with  his  fellow-mem- 
bers, partaking  the  cares  and  honors  of  legis- 
lation, and  diMsharging  the  high  duties  of  a 
representative  of  t£e  people  in  the  ooundls  of 
the  nation.  Now  he  is  ntmibered  with  the  silent 
dead.  I  know  that  it  is  customary,  upon  occa- 
sions of  this  kind,  to  deliver  ettlogies  upon  the 
characters  of  departed  members.  But  I  shall 
make  no  such  attempt  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion. I  could  not  do  Justice  to  sucn  a  character 
as  his.  To  say  that  he  was  a  man  of  sound 
Judgment  and  extensive  information — a  gentle- 
man, in  the  strictest  signification  of  the  term — 
a  man  of  sterling  honor  and  integrity — a  de- 
voted htisband  and  most  tender  parent — pure 
and  irreproachable  in  all  file  relations  of  life — 
all  this  is  true,  perfectly  true,  and  yet  it  con- 
veys but  a  poor  idea  of  the  beaatifnl  duster 
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rf  noble  and  estunable  qnalitiea  th«t  were  oon- 
oembated  in  him.  He  was  more  than  all  this. 
He  was,  onphatically,  a  patriot,  who  discharged 
aU  Ms  dottes  to  his  country  with  ardor  and 
fiddity ;  and  be  was  a  sincere  and  oonsisteDt 
Ghriadan,  who  adorned  the  doctrine  of  his 
Lord  and  SaTionr.  He  died,  lilce  a  patriot,  in 
the  serrice  of  his  eonntry;  and  his  life  as  a 
Otristian  asBores  me  that  he  is  now  reposing 
in  thebocom  of  his  GtoA, 

As  an  evidoDiee  of  the  high  estimation  in 
which  he  was  held  by  the  people  of  his  native 
State,  it  will  suffice  to  olMenre  that  be  was 
repeatedly  elected  to  the  Legislatnre  of  Sooth 
CaroUna,  once  nnanimonsly  chosen  Governor 
of  that  State,  and  twice  elevated  to  a  seat  in 
Congress.  In  tBmes  of  -  the  bitterest  party 
eontention  in  Sonth  Carolina,  he  retained  the 
anqnalified  respect  of  his  political  opponents, 
nor  do  I  believe  he  had  a  personal  enemy. 
Bat  all  Us  talents,  all  his  virtues,  all  his  noble 
qualities  of  head  and  heart,  conld  not  save 
him  from  the  grasp  of  the  destroyer.  He  is 
gone — gone  firom  me,  whom  he  honored  with 
his  friendship— gone  from  this  House,  which 
he  adorned  by  hu  virtnes.  His  place  here  will 
faiow  him  no  more.  He  cannot  listen  to  the 
poor  tribute  I  throw  upon  his  tomb.  He  can- 
not witaaess  the  deep  and  respectful  sympathy 
manifeated  by  this  honorable  body.  Ko,  sir, 
he  is  gone;  and  all  that  we  can  do  is,  to  lament 
his  loes,  and  imitate  his  virtues,  and  pay  to  his 
memory  the  nnavailable  honors  of  the  dead. 

I  now  b^  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tions for  adoptioo  by  the  House : 

i.  Setelvtd,  unanwum^y,  That  this  House  has 
received  with  deep  regret  the  melancholy  intelligence 
of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Ricbabo  J.  Uasmuco,  a 
Bepreaentative  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

2.  Retolved,  ttnanimoutly.  That  this  House  tender 
the  expression  of  their  sympathy  to  the  relatives  of 
the  deceased,  upon  this  mournful  event;  and,  in 
testimony  of  r^ret  for  his  loss  and  respect  for  his 
memory,  the  members  will  wear  crape  on  the  left 
aim  tot  tiiirty  days. 

The  resolutions  haying  been  nnanimonaly 
adopted, 

Mr.  PisuKJiBT  moved  that  a  message  be  sent 
to  the  Senate,  informing  that  body  of  the 
death  of  the  Hon.  Biooisn  J.  MAmrnra. 

The  Spbakkb  said  that  such  a  message  would 
be  sent  to  the  Senate  as  a  matter  of  course. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pinoknxt, 

T1i«  House  then  a^onmed. 


Fbtoat,  May  6. 
Bel^fqfthe  DUtriet  of  Colunlna. 

The  House  proceeded,  in  forthor  exeootion 
of  the  specif  order  of  the  Ist  of  April,  to  the 
eonsideration  of  the  "  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
■corporate  cities  of  the  District  of  Columbia." 

The  amendments  agreed  to  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  ooooarred  in. 


The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the 
amendments  of  the  House  to  the  Senate's  bill 
to  be  engrossed,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
afiBrmative— yeas  109,  nays  71. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

TuisoAT,  May  10. 
Maaage/rom  the  Pretident — United  State*  and 
France — Payment  of  the  delayed  Inetalmentt. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States: 

WAsmroToir,  Mag  10, 1884. 
7b  the  Senatt  and  ffmue  of  Repretenttttivei  : 

Information  lias  been  received  at  the  Treasury 
Department,  tiiat  the  four  instahnents  under  our  treaty 
with  France  have  been  paid  to  the  agent  of  w 
United  States.  In  communicating  this  aatisfactoiy 
termination  of  our  controversy  with  France,  I  fed 
assured  that  both  Houses  of  Congress  win  unite 
with  me  in  desiring  and  believing  that  tlie  antScip*- 
tions  of  a  restoration  of  the  ancient  cordial  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  expressed  in  my  former 
messages  on  this  subject,  will  be  speedily  realized. 
Ko  proper  exertion  of  mine  shall  be  wanting  to 
ef&ce  the  remembrance  of  those  misconceptions  that 
have  temporarily  interrupted  the  accustomed  inter- 
course between  uem. 

AKDBKW^  JACKSON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howabd,  the  Message  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Bektions, 
and  ordered  to  bo  printed. 


Mo2n>AT,  May  16. 
Belief  of  the  Dietriet  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SmFABD  hoped  the  House  would 
take  up  and  consider  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  several 
corporate  cities  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr,  Makn,  pf  New 
York,  moved  to  suwend  the  rule  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  said  bill ;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Shkpabd  moved  that  the  House 
concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

[The  Senate's  amendment  provided  that  the 
stock  of  the  corporations  should  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as 
a  pledge  of  the  assumption  by  the  Government 
of  the  Holland  loan ;  and  that  officer  is  author- 
ized, at  any  time  deemed  most  favorable  within 
ten  years,  to  sell  the  same,  and  reimburse  the 
United  States  for  the  amount  advanced ;  and  if 
the  stock  thus  sold  should  yield  more  than 
sufficient  to  pay  the  debt  to  tiie  Government, 
that  the  excess  diall  be  paid  over  to  the  seTeral 
corporations  of  the  District] 

Mr.  WiBK  said:  In  order  to  test  the  tesu» 
of  the  House,  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and 
amendments  on  the  table,  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion;  which  were 
ordered  and  were — ^yeas  16,  nays  106. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  and  the  amendment  was  subsequently  oon* 
oorredin. 
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Ttjbsdat,  May  17. 
Mexican  Affairs. 
Hr.  Adams  asked  the  consent  of  the  Hoose 
to  submit  tJie  following  resolntions: 

Jieaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  if  not 
inoonqmtible  with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  any 
oveirtuTe  made  since  the  8d  of  March,  1829,  by  his 
authority,  to  the  QoTemment  of  the  United  Mexican 
States,  for  the  acquisition  by  the  United  States  of 
any  portion  of  the  territories  of  Mexico  ;  and  copies 
of  all  correspondence  between  the  two  Governments 
relating  thereto,  and  upon  any  question  of  boundary 
existing  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

Retolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  if  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  a  copy  and 
translations  of  any  law,  decree,  or  ordinance  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  abolishing  slavery  within  the  terri- 
tories thereof,  which  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
executive  department  of  the  United  States. 


Wkdnksd'at,  May  18. 

Alolition  Petitumt — Beport  of  tlu  Select  Com- 
mittee,  Mr.  Pinckney  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  Pnroinsfrr,  on  leave,  presented  a  report 
from  the  select  conmiittee  on  the  subject  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery.  Upon  making  this  report, 
Mr.  P.  remarked  that  it  hod  received  the 
nnanimons  assent  of  the  committee,  and  he 
trusted  it  would  meet  the  unanimous  approba- 
tion of  the  House.  By  their  instruction  of  the 
committee,  he  moved  that  it  be  read  and  print«d. 

Mr.  Mesokb  moved  that  the  report  bo  laid  on 
the  table,  without  reading,  and  printed. 

Mr.  Claibobsib,  of  Mississippi,  asked  for  the 
reading  of  the  report ;  which  was  accordingly 
done. 

The  reading  occupied  about  an  honr  and 
a  half.  The  report  concluded  with  the  follow- 
ing resolntions : 

Retoived,  That  Congress  possesses  no  constitu- 
tional authiority  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the 
institution  of  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  of  this 
oonfederaCT. 

Retolved,  That  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere 
in  any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

And  whereas  it  is  extremely  important  and  desii^ 
able  that  the  agitation  of  this  subject  should  bo 
finally  arrested,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  tran- 
quillity to  the  public  mind,  your  committee  respect- 
Ailly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fxdlowing  addi- 
tional resolution,  viz : 

Retolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolu- 
tions, propositions,  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way, 
or  to  any  extent  whatsoever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery, 
or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  shall,  without  being 
either  printed  or  referred,  belaid  upon  the  table,  and 
that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  tiiereon. 

Mr.  PiNOKNKY  was  ipstmcted  to  move  that 
6,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  WisB  said  that  this  report  had  at  length 
oome;  he  never  expected  it  would  have  come; 
and  it  was  precisely  such  a  document  as  he 


anticipated;  and  his  protest,  for  one,  went 
much  further  than  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Haedin.)  He  saw  every  thing 
in  it  to  arouse  the  feelings  against  it  even  mora 
than  against  the  abolition  memorials  them- 
selves. If  Southern  men  adopted  this  report  to 
sustain  their  principles,  they  would  be  much 
mistaken.  There  was  not  one  ground  in  the 
whole  report,  long  as  it  was,  for  Southern  men 
to  rest  a  foot  npon.  Bat  he  had  been  most 
disappointed  in  this  report,  because  its  anthor 
had  not  kept  his  faith  with  Mr.  W.  There 
had  been  an  express  pledge  given  to  him,  that 
the  ground  would  be  taken  in  the  report,  that 
Congress  had  not  the  power  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  repeated  th&t 
this  pledge  had  been  distinctly  made  to  him, 
that  no  report  should  be  made,  nnless  that 
ground  should  be  taken ;  and  he  saw  no  such 
ground  taken  in  the  report'.  The  whole 
amount  of  what  was  contamed  in  the  report 
was,  that  it  was  not  expedient  now  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District.  Mr.  W.  said  there 
were  petitions  and  resolutions  laid  before  the 
committee,  of  which  no  notice  had  been  taken ; 
and  the  committee  had  only  annoonoed,  in 
relation  to  the  States,  what  every  one  knew, 
that  these  States  had  declared  that  Congress 
had  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  He  did  not  consider  the  report 
as  a  defence  of  Southern  interest,  nor  as  an  ex- 
pression of  Southern  feeling. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  would  not 
allow  one  moment  to  pass  without  his  un- 
measured denunciation  of  the  report  just  read. 
He  felt  called  upon  to  do  so,  that  it  should  not 
go  to  the  world  with  the  authority  of  the 
name  (not  of  the  individual  who  had  presented 
it,  but)  of  the  State  from  which  he  came. 
He  had  listened  in  vfdn  for  one  South  Carolina 
argument,  or  one  honest  burKting  out  of  the 
feelings  of  a  South  Carolinian ;  not  of  a  South 
Carolinian  from  geography  only,  but  one  who 
has  a  head  to  see  the  dangers  that  await  us, 
and  a  heart  that  does  not  wrink  from  meeting 
them.  Instead  of  a  cool,  firm,  and  fixed  pur- 
pose to  stand  upon  the  rights,  the  chartered 
rights,  of  the  South,  what  have  we?  An 
abandonment  of  those  rights;  stale  homilies 
about  union  and  fanaticism ;  puerile  rhetoric, 
and  Jesuitical  sophistry.  When  tie  report 
squints  even  at  the  constitutional  argument, 
it  shrinks  back  from  declaring  it  unconstitu- 
tional, and  mollifies  with  the  phrase  "  violation 
of  the  public  faith."  "Why  not  speak  outf 
The  chairman  of  that  committee  assured  me 
and  my  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  and 
others  who  were  known  to  stand  on  the  third 
parallel  on  this  question,  that  he  would  not 
report  at  all  unless  with  the  distinct  assertion 
of  the  principle  that  Congress  had  no  consti- 
tutional power  to  legislate  upon  slavery  in  this 
District.  And  how  has  this  pledge  been  re- 
deemed ?  Paling  declaration  of  "  violation  of 
pablio  faith."  Mr.  T.  desired  to  hear  less  of 
the  public  faith  from  one  so  regardless  of  private 
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faith.  Mr.  T.  vonld  not,  if  he  coold  foirlj 
avoid  it,  send  the  report  to  the  printer ;  he 
would  rather  commit  it  to  the  flames  or  to  the 
hangman. 

lu*.  Owens  swd  the  docnment  must  speak 
for  itself.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  have  the  document  printed,  so  that  it 
nugfat  be  fiairly  understood,  and  might  be  a 
suWect  of  deliberation  hereafter;  hot  no  one 
had  anticipated  a  debate  on  it  at  this  stage. 
Mr.  O.  concluded  by  moving  to  print  thirty 
thonsand  extra  copies  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Hawbs  was  convinced,  from  the  argn- 
ments  of  gentlemen,  that  this  report  ought  to 
be  printed.  No  sooner  was  this  very  long 
report  read,  in  the  preparation  of  which  the 
committee  had  been  engaged  weeks  npon  weeks, 
than  one  gentleman  from  the  South  rose  io  his 
place  and  said  he  could  not  vote  for  it,  because 
it  contained  such  and  such  matters.  Another 
from  the  South  rose  and  said  ttiat  he  would  go 
for  prititing  the  document,  because  he  consid- 
ered it  as  going  to  allay  the  excitement  at  the 
South  ;  and  this  difference  of  opinion  he  con- 
Eidered  as  the  strongest  reason  why  the  docu- 
ment should  be  printed.  His  constituents 
would  not  permit  him  to  form  an  opinion  for 
them  in  this  matter ;  they  would  require  the 
report  itself  to  be  submitted  to  them ;  and  he 
thought  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  gone 
rather  tax  in  speaking  for  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Pattojt  wished  to  state  his  reasons  for 
voting  to  print  this  document.  Ho  should  not 
only  vote  to  print  the  usual  number,  but  he 
would  vot«  to  print  any  reasonable  extra 
number.  The  report  was  presented  to  him 
as  the  resnlt  of  the  labors  of  a  committee 
which  had  been  raised  to  take  into  considera- 
tion a  most  interesting  and  exciting  subject. 
He  had  not  concurred  with  the  House  in  the 
course  it  thought  proper  to  pursue  on  this  sub- 
ject, becaase  no  was  not  of  opinion  tliat  it 
was  the  most  prudent  and  judicious  coarse,  and 
he  had  not  changed  in  opmiou.  .  He  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  expectations  of  gentle- 
men would  be  ftnstratea  and  disappointed. 
Notwithstanding  this,  he  would  be  in  favor  of 
having  the  report  take  the  usual  course. 

Mr.  RoBEBTSOx  contended  that  the  report 
yielded  to  Congress  the  right  to  abolish  slavery 
in  this  District,  and  yielded  every  thing  which 
the  abolitionists  could  have  expected  when 
they  sent  their  petitions  there.  He  had  heard 
tlie  report  read,  he  would  not  say  with  surprise, 
but  with  deep  mortification  and  regret ;  because 
it  was  not  calculated  to  put  the  South  upon 
tile  ground  which  she  ought  to  occupy;  and 
the  resolutions  did  not  go  to  the  extent  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
country.  Mr.  B.  contended  that  the  printing 
of  a  docnment  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
House,  and  he  thought  in  the  nresent  instance 
tibey  should  not  print.  Mr.  R.  concluded  by 
moving  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  select 
committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a  resolu- 
tion tiwt  Congress  does  not  possess  the  consti- 


tutional power  to  abolish  davery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  or  the  Territories. 

Mr.  Thomsow,  of  Ohio,  did  not  rise  to  dis- 
cnss  the  question.  It  had  already  been  too 
mnch  discussed.  Ho  moved  the  py  vious  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Pe^oknxt  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
withdraw  the  motion  for  a  moment  He  desired 
merely  to  say  that  the  report  did  not,  as  had 
been  stated,  yield  the  constitutional  power  to 
Congress  of  abolishing  slavery  in  the  District. 
All  assertions  of  the  land  were  grossly  incorrect. 

The  debate  was  here  arrestcwl  by  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  for  which  the  role  had  been 
suspended. 


TnuBSDAT,  May  19. . 
Mr.  Pinekney^t  Seport  on  Aholition  Petition*. 

The  House  resumed,  as  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  the  consideration  of  the 
report  and.  resolutions  from  the  select  commit- 
tee on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BoBSBTSoN  to  recommit  the  report,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a  resolution  declaring  that 
Congress  has  no  constitutional  power  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Butgeot  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia — 

Mr.  Btnttm,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
spoke  at  considerable  length.  He  observed 
that  it  had  been  said  by  certain  gentiemen  that 
they  were  disappointed  in  the  report ;  that  it 
was  just  such  a  report  as  had  been  anticipated 
by  them.  In  reply  to  that,  Mr.  B.  8<dd  that 
the  opposition  to  this  report  was  just  such 
identical  opposition  as  he  had  anticipated.  He 
was  prepared  to  expect  that  the  report  would 
not  meet  the  approbation  of  certain  gentlemen 
in  that  House,  and  he  was  not  at  aU  surprised 
at  this  opposition.  It  was  surprising  that  gen- 
tlemen were  prepared,  as  by  mtuition,  to  con- 
demn a  report  of  immense  length;  and  that 
these  gentiemen  perfectiy  understood  the  re- 
port without  having  it  printed  for  examination. 
If^  however,  the  statements  of  gentiemen  who 
had  opposed  the  printing  of  the  report  were 
to  lie  taken  as  good  for  any  thing,  it  was  the 
strongest  evidence  that  the  report  should  be 
printed  for  the  consideration  of  that  body  and 
of  the  nation.  It  was  due  to  the  honorable 
ohurman  of  the  committee  who  had  made 
that  report,  that  it  should  be  printed,  because 
his  motives  and  his  reasons  had  been  denounced 
on  that  floor,  and  this  document  should  be 
printed  as  his  defence.  He  ought  to  have  it 
laid  before  the  people,  who  were  to  judge  him. 
It  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  of  the  most 
crying  kind  to  refuse  to  print  this  document ; 
that  gentieman  had  a  right  to  be  heard  before 
that  House  and  before  the  country. 

Mr.  B.  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  would 
sanction  every  sentiment  and  every  principle 
laid  down  in  this  report ;  but  he  was  prepared 
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to  ea,j  that  he  would  look  into  it,  and  pve  it 
his  impartial  consideration,  and  he  felt  himself 
free  to  act  after  reading  it  But  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bobsbtson)  had  stated  that 
the  report  ^prrendered  every  thing  to  the  aboli- 
tionists. It  was  a  mistake.  Neither  the  House 
nor  the  report,  so  far  as  met  his  observation,  sur- 
rendered every  thing  to  the  abolitionists.  The 
very  object  which  the  abolitionists  contended 
for  had  been  met  by  the  Honse,  and  refused 
them.  Attempts  had  been  made  to  cast  impu- 
tations on  the  party  with  whom  he  acted  in 
relation  to  this  subject ;  and,  if  it  was  not  out 
of  order,  he  wonld  call  upon  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  who  had  made  this  report,  to 
Bay  what  party  had  generally  introduced  these 
abolition  memorials,  and  what  number  of  those 
that  belonged  to  the  party  with  which  he  acted 
had  signed  them. 

Mr.  PiNCKNBT,  in  reply  to  this  call  npon 
him,  declined  giving  an  explanation.  He  conld 
not  do  so,  consistently  with  a  sense  of  pro- 
priety, upon  the  call  of  an  individual  member. 
If  the  House  required  it,  he  wonld  state  all 
that  he  knew  respecting  Vti&  memorials,  but  not 
otherwise.  He  had  examined  them  very  care- 
fully, and  had  made  a  schedule  of  the  places 
<md  States  they  came  from,  and  of  the  aggre- 
gate number  of  memorials  and  signatures.  He 
bad  nothing  to  do  with  party,  in  reference  to 
slavery,  and  therefore  would  not  say  any  thing 
that  might  have  the  remotest  tendency  to 
excite  any  party  feeling  on  the  subject.  It 
was  not  amiss,  however,  he  thought,  to  state 
that  the  whole  number  of  memorials  presented 
to  Congress  this  session  amounted  to  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-^ ;  that  they  came  from  ten 
States,  embracing  an  aggregate  population  of 
nearly  eight  millions ;  that  the  whole  number 
of  signatures  was  about  thirty-four  thousand  ; 
and  that,  of  those,  more  than  two-fifths  were 
females.  He  thought  these  facts  ought  to  be 
known.  The  people  of  the  South  ought  to 
know  every  thug  respecting  these  memorials. 
They  coold  see  the  immense  disproportion 
between  the  millions  of  freemen  who  are 
determined  to  maintain  their  constitutional 
obligations  to  their  Southern  brethren,  and  the 
band  of  incendiary  agitators  who  would  tram- 
ple on  all  laws,  human  and  divine,  in  the  relent- 
less prosecution  of  their  diabolical  designs. 
He  believed  that  there  never  was  a  healthier 
tone  of  sentiment  in  the  non-slaveholding 
States,  in  reference  to  the  domestic  institutions 
of  the  South,  than  at  this  moment.  There 
was,  unquestionably,  abundant  reason  for  vigi- 
lance and  caution  in  relation  to  the  fanatics ; 
but  there  was  also  abundant  reason  to  rely  on 
the  enlightened  patriotism  of  the  non-slave- 
holding  States.  There  are  great  moral  causes 
at  work  in  favor  of  the  South.  We  should 
trust  their  eflBoacy,  and  watch  their  progress. 
The  people  of  the  non-slaveholdmg  States  are 
alive  to  the  dangers  connected  with  this  ques- 
tion, and  they  are  generously  fighting  the  battle 
of  the  South.    They  should  be  encouraged  by 


confidence  and  gratitude;  not  repelled  by 
vituperation  and  suspicion.  "Hx.  P.  said  be 
deeply  r^retted  that  inflammatory  discussion 
had  again  arisen  upon  this  matter.  He  should 
do  nothing  to  continue  it.  He  had  always 
deprecated  the  agitation  of  elavery  in  the 
halls  of  CJongress.  He  hoped  the  subject 
would  soon  be  disposed  of,  and  that  peace 
might  be  restored  to  the  South  and  to  the 
country,  "While  he  was  up,  however,  with 
the  permission  of  the  House,  he  would  inquire 
of  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia  whether 
it  was  his  desire  to  press  his  amendment  to  a 
vote. 

[Mr.  RoBKBisoir  replied,  onqnestionably  it 
was.] 

Mr.  PiKOKNiiY  thffli  said,  if  that  was  his 
object,  and  a  vote  should  be  taken,  he  should 
certainly  vote  for  the  amendment.  Mr.  P.  held, 
and  always  had  held,  that  Coagrees  possesses 
no  constitutional  authority  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  thought  it 
susceptible  of  demonstration.  It  had  been  his 
opinion,  long  before  it  was  ever  talked  of  by 
many  who  now  ride  upon  it  as  a  hobby.  The 
gentleman  had  said  that  the  report  gave  up  the 
constitutional  question.  It  does  no  such  thing. 
It  asserts  distinctly  the  contrary,  considering 
Congress  as  the  National  Legislature  of  Uie 
Union.  As  regards  its  power  as  a  local  L^is- 
lature,  no  opmion  is  expressed.  Congress 
remains  uncommitted  upon  that  point.  No 
decision  has  ever  been  made  upon  it  by  either 
House ;  and  why  should  a  decision  be  called 
for  now?  What  would  be  thought  of  any 
Southern  man  who  should  move  the  resolution 
declaring  that  Congress  does  not  possess  power 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Now,  he  had  no  doubt,  that  if  the  House  wore 
pressed  to  vote  upon  a  resolution  denying  such 
power,  it  would  be  rejected,  and  most  probably 
by  a  large  majority.  He  did  not  know  the  fact, 
of  course,  as  no  man  can  know  any  thing  tliat 
has  not  actually  taken  place.  But  it  was  his 
decided  conviction  that  such  would  be  the 
result.  The  South  would  be  beaten,  as  it  liad 
been  in  the  Senate  on  the  question  of  reception. 
One  defeat  was  enough.  He  did  not  desire 
another.  That  was  the  reason  he  had  avoided 
pressing  the  House  upon  the  abstract  questiona 
of  the  right  of  petition,  and  the  actual  author- 
ity of  Congress  over  slavery  in  the  District. 

As  matters  now  stand,  every  thing  is  operat- 
ing favorably  to  the  South.  The  Senate,  by  a 
large  nu^jority,  has  rejected  the  prayer  of  tho 
abolition  memorials.  This  House  has  adopted 
resolutions  pledging  the  national  faith  not  to 
interfere  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. The  tone  of  public  sentiment  is  sound  and 
patriotic  in  aU  the  non-slaveholding  States. 
The  South,  so  far,  is  victorious,  and  every 
thing  goes  well  for  her  advantage  and  security  I 
Why,  then,  press  this  abstract  question  now  f 
Why  force  a  battle  upon  a  ground  no  way 
necessary  to  the  sjrfety  of  the  South,  and  with 
a  moral  certainty  of  being  driven  from  it  t    Is 
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[H.  or  B. 


it  for  ^  poipoae  of  portj  agitation  t  Is  it  for 
tlie  parpoae  of  ezoiting  the  South,  with  no 
diadow  of  neoearitj  for  saoh  excitement  t  He 
cobU  not  beliere  it.  What  then  f  The  gentle- 
man MjB  a,  pledge  of  the  pnblio  £uth  signifies 
nothing.  Indeed  1  What,  then,  would  a  reso- 
Intion  of  diadaimer  mgnify  ?  If  the  Hoose  can 
leednd  the  one,  so  it  can  rescind  the  other. 
But  the  Honae  would  be  much  more  likely  to 
readnd  a  mere  disclaimer  of  anthoritr,  which 
is  nothiog  more  than  an  ezpreedon  of  opinion 
npoa  an  abstract  point,  than  it  woold  be  to 
Tiolate  a  solemn  pledge  of  the  national  faith, 
•width  it  could  not  do  without  shocking  the 
moral  sense  of  every  well-regulated  minC  and 
degrading  itself  in  the  estimation  of  the  whole 
dviiized  world  hj  the  palpable  commission  of 
ID  act  of  perfidy.  Kr.  P.  said  he  had  no  fear 
«f  any  soeh  atrocity.  He  considered  the  ques- 
tion settled.  The  Oovemment  had  made  a 
KAtasm  ooTenant  upon  this  subject  with  the 
dareholding  States ;  Congress  might  violate 
the  Mmstitntion ;  it  coola  not,  would  not, 
violate  the  pa1>lio  bith.  It  was  bound  hand 
and  foot  xhe  South  bad  nothing  now  to  fear, 
except  from  those  who  are  determined  to  cou- 
timie  the  agitation  of  slavery  for  the  purpose 
of  excitement.  Abolitionism  has  attamed  its 
heigiit  It  has  begun  to  go  down,  and  will  soon 
diaappear  entirely,  if  we  do  not  fan  the  flame 
ooMlTei.  and  will  only  allow  our  friends  in 
the  ii<».ttavelioIding  States  to  fight  the  fanatics 
in  their  own  way,  and  not  trammel  them  in 
their  operations  by  mixing  up  extraneous  and 
nnneoessary  questions  yriia  the  subject  of  abo- 
lition. 

Mr.  SoBXBTSO}f  rose  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
om  from  South  Carolina,  and  in  siq>port  of  his 
motion. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  House 
proceeded  to  &e  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Millxb,  and  by  general 
consent,  the  usual  number  of  the  report  made 
by  Mr.  PiscKSBT,  on  the  subject  of^  abolition, 
vss  ordered  to  be  printed. 


WuxinsDAT,  May  25. 
Jfr.  Ptnekney^t  Beport  on  Abolition  Petitiont. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  Mr.  Pincknet,  from  the  committee 
on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

The  qneetion  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Robxbt- 
aos,  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, witii  instructions  to  report  a  resolution 
declying  that  Congress  has  not  the  power  to 
abolish  uavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Hr.  BoBEBTSOir  continued  his  argument  at 
great  length  in  support  of  his  motion  and  the 
propositions  he  had  laid  down,  and  when  he 
eottclnded, 

Vr.  pvEss  expressed  an  opinion  that  the 
diacossion  ooght  not  to  be  continued,  and 
moved  the  previous  question. 


Mr.  Patton  rose  to  appeal  to  the  gentieman 
firom  Georgia  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  OwxNB  repeated  that  he  would  not  with- 
draw it. 

Mr.  Pattost  hoped  he  would  not  denounce 
every  man  who  should  not  vote  for  his 
motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question  was  seconded  by  the 
House — yeas  96,  nays  82. 

Mr.  Wiaa  then  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  previous  question,  and  they  were  order- 
ed. 

Messrs.  Wisb  and  EvxHin  simultaneooily 
moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WisK  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
call;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
stood — yeas  97,  nays  108. 

Mr.  Stobeb  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table ;  and  that  motion  was  negatived  without 
a  div^on. 

The  question  "Shall  the  nuun  question  b« 
now  put  ? "  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  109,  nays  89. 

So  it  was  determined  that  the  main  auesticn 
be  now  put ;  and  the  Speaker  decided  tnat  the 
main  question  was  upon  agreeing  to  the  above 
resolutions. 

Mr.  HusTXB  called  for  a  divinon  of  the 
question,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  read,  as  foIlowB : 

"Betolvtd,  That  Congress  possesses  no  ooogtita- 
tional  authority  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the 
institution  of  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  of  tins 
confederacy." 

Mr.  Adaks  sud,  if  the  House  would  allow 
him  five  minutes'  time,  he  pledged  himself  to 
prove  that  resolution  false  and  utterly  untrue. 

He  was  here  called  to  order  in  different  parts 
of  the  House,  and  resumed  his  seat. 

The  question  was  then'taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  first  resolution,  as  follows : 

Ykab. — ^Messrs.  G.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony,  Ash, 
Bailey,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bockee, 
Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Bums,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  G.  Chambers,  Cbaney, 
Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin, 
drug,  (>amer,  (>ane,  Cuahing,  Cushman,  Debeny, 
Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fair- 
field, Fariin,  French,  Fiy,  P.  C.  Fuller,  W.  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  J.  Qariand,  Gillet,  Granger,  Grantland, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  H.  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hannegan,  Hard,  Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison,  A. 
G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Heister, 
Hoar,  Holsey,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt, 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  IngersoU,  Ii^ham,  J.  Jack- 
son, J.  Johnson,  R.  H.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  H. 
Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore, 
Kinnard,  Elingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte, 
Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea, 
Leonud.  Lincoln,  Logan,  Love,  Loyall,  Lyon,  A. 
Mann,  J.  Hann,  Martin,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  S. 
Mason,  May,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKay,  McKennan, 
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UcKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Milligan, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morris,  Mulilenberg,  Owens, 
Parker,  Parka,  Patterson,  Patton,  F.  Pierce,  D.  J. 
Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Knckney,  Reed,  Bencher, 
John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane, 
Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H. 
Sbepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Speight,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  SuUieiv 
land,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson, 
Toncey,  Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Vander- 
poel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster, 
Weeks,  White,  Elisha  WhitUesey,  L.  Williams,  S. 
WUUams— 182. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Clark,  Denoy,  Everett,  W. 
Jackson,  Jaaea,  PhiUips,  Potts,  Slade— 9. 


Thubsdat,  Maj  26. 
Mr.  PinehneyU  Beport  on  Abolition  Petitiont. 

In  answer  to  inquiries,  as  to  what  would 
become  of  the  votes  of  tliose  gentlemen  who 
had  asked  to  be  exoosed,  if  they  should  here- 
after be  required  to  vote,  the  Obaib  said  that 
the  failure  of  gentlemen  to  vote  could  not  arrest 
the  decision  of  the  House. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  declared  to  hare 
been  adopted — yeas  182,  nays  9. 

The  second  resolution  was  read,  as  follows : 

"Retolved,  That  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere 
in  any  way  with  slavery  m  the  Distiiot  of  Coliunbia." 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  by  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  adoption  of  tliis  resolution. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Adams  was  called,  he 
asked  to  be  excosed  from  voting. 

The  Ohaib  said  the  gentleman's  name  would 
be  passed  for  the  present, 

Mr.  Gbanoeb,  also,  when  his  name  was  called, 
rose,  and  commenced  reading  from  a  manuscript 
to  this  effect : 

"I  decline  voting  on  the  second  resolntion 
reported  by  Mr.  Pikckket,  from  the  select 
committee  " — Mr.  G.  was  here  called  to  order. 

Mr.  G.  oontinned.  "  I  do  not  ask  to  be  ez- 
onsed,  because  " — Mr.  G.  was  again  loudly  call- 
ed to  order  in  every  part  of  the  House. 

The  Chaib  said  it  was  not  in  order  for  the 
gentleman  to  make  an  argument  pending  the 
vote  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  GBANQEn  then  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  Wise  declined  voting,  for  reasons  which 
he  sent  to  the  Oitair,  but  which  were  not  read. 

Before  the  vote  was  annoimced, 

Mr.  OorFBK  asked  the  permission  of  the  House 
to  record  his  vote.  He  had  risen  fh>m  a  sick 
bed,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  fais  friends  and 
physician,  for  the  purpose  of  voting  on  these 
resolutions.  He  ha/1  been  in  an  adjoining  room, 
and  the  officers  of  the  Honse  had  neglected  to 
comply  with  his  request  to  I>e  notified  when 
the  vote  was  taken.  It  was  under  these 
peculiar  circumstances  that  he  had  made  the 
request. 

Mr.  WHTTTLMKr,  of  Ohio,  objected. 

The  second  resolntion  was  then  declared  to 
b«  adopted— yeaa  182,  nays  46 ;  as  follows : 


TiAS. — Messrs.  C.  Allan^  Anthony,  Adi,  Barton 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bo<iee,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Boveo,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bncbanan,  Bonch,  Bums, 
Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N. 
H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Deberry, 
Dickcrson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield, 
Farlin,  French,  Fry,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J. 
Garland,  Gillct,  Grantland,  Graves,  Haley,  J.  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes, 
Hayncs,  Holsey,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hmiting- 
ton,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  R. 
M.  Johnson,  0.  Johnson,  H  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Judson,  Kennon,  Kinnard, -Klingensmith,  Iiansing, 
Laporte,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Loyall,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin,  William  Mason,  Moses 
Mason,  May,  MoComas,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim, 
McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce, 
James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Pinckney, 
Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Revnolda,  Ripley, 
Roane,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  William  B.  Shep- 
ard, Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Spangler, 
Speight,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turner,  Tur- 
rill, Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Webster,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams— 182 

Nats. — Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  Bailey,  Bond,  Bor- 
den, Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  George 
Chambers,  Childs,  Clai^,  Cnshing,  Denny,  Everett, 
Philo  0.  Fuller,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard, 
Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Heister, 
Hoar,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  B. 
Jones,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Joshua  Lee, 
Lincoln,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Morris, 
Parker,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  Slade,  Sprague, 
Vinton,  Whittlesey— 46. 

The  preamble  and  third  resolution  were  then 
read,  as  follows : 

"And  whereas  it  is  extremely  important  and 
desirable  that  the  a^tation  of  this  subject  sliould  bo 
finally  arrested,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  tran- 
quillity to  the  public  mind,  your  committee  respect- 
fUly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  addi- 
tional resolution,  viz : 

"Raolvcd,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolu- 
tions, propositions  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or 
to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery, 
or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  shall,  without  being 
either  printed  or  referred,  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had 
thereon." 

Mr.  Phiuji>8  moved  to  lay  the  preamble  and 
third  resolution  on  the  table.  Negatived — 
yeas  69,  nays  118. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  adoption  of 
thepreamble  and  third  resolution. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Adams  was  called, 
that  gentleman  rose  and  said :  I  hold  the  reso- 
lution to  be  a  direct  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  the  rules  of  this 
House,  and  the  rights  of  my  constituents.  Mr. 
A.  resumed  his  seat  amid  loud  cries  of  "  order," 
from  all  parts  of  the  hall. 

The  third  resolution  was  then  agreed  to— 
yeas  117,  nays  68,  as  follows : 
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Tkas. — Heass.  C.  Allan,  Ash,  Asblef,  Barton, 
Bemn,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bums, 
Cambrdenf;,  Caaey,  Cbaney,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  E.  Claiborne,  Cleveland, 
Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman, 
Deberry,  Dickenon,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Fairfieldi,  Farlan,  French,  F17,  W.  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraitb,  Gillet,  Orantland,  Graves,  J.  Hall,  Hamer, 
Haidin,  Hailan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Haynes, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Hnntington,  Huntsman,  Ingbam, 
J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  R.  M .  Johnson,  H.  Johnson, 
CaTo  Johnson,  Eennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingen- 
smith,  Lansing,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Luke  Lea, 
Leonard,  Itof^in,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah  Hum,  Martin, 
William  Kason,  Moses  Mason,  May,  McComaa,  Mc- 
Kay, McKeon,  M cEim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Muhlenburg,  Owens,  Face,  Paiks,  Patterson,  Frank- 
lin Pierce,  James  A,  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps, 
FSndmey,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Rey- 
nolds, Ripley,  Roane,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Augus- 
tine H.  Sbepperd,  Shields,  Sickles,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Bpe^t,  Standefer,  Satherland,  Taliaferro,  Tavlor, 
Toncey,  Towns,  Tomer,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Van- 
derpoel,  Wagener,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams— 117. 

Kats. — Messra.  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Beaumont,  Bond, 
Borden,  Bri^s,  Buchanan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  Q. 
Chambers,  ^ilds,  Claik,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing, 
Denny,  Everett,  P.  C.  Fuller,  J.  Goriand,  Glascock, 
Gcanger,  Orennell,  Haley,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Harper, 
Hareltine,  Henderson,  Heister,  Hoar,  Holscy,  Howell, 
Hunt,  Ingersoll,  William  Jadtson,  Janes,  John  W. 
Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Lane,  Laporte, 
Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Love,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty, 
McKennan,  Morris,  Parker,  Patton,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Robertson,  Russell, 
Scbenck,  Shinn,  Slade,  Sprague,  Steele,  Storer,  John 
TfaoniMO,  Vinton,  Wardwell,  Webster,  E.  Whittlesey 
—68. 

Wkdsksdat,  Jane  8. 

Mkhigm  and  Arhm$a$ — Admi$$ion  into  the 
Union. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  bills  : 

"An  act  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the 
conditions  therein  expressed." 

"An  act  for  the  adnussion  of  the  State  of  Arkansas 
into  the  Union,  and  to  provide  for  the  due  execution 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  wittiin  the  same, 
and  for  other  porpoaeaL" 

The  first  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  WiBB  moved  to  postpone  its  farther  con- 
sideration till  Monday,  in  order  to  proceed  with 
the  Arkansas  bill. 

Hi.  Tboicas  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Eonse  to  the  position  ef  the  two  bills  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  and  endeavor  to  show  that  this 
postponement  is  entirely  nnnecessarv.  These 
bills  are  from  the  Senate.  By  the  mles  of  this 
Eonse,  two,  I  may  say  three,  questions  will 
arise,  to  be  decided  before  they  can  become  a 
law,  so  far  as  this  Honse  is  concerned.  We 
most  first  order  each  of  these  bills  to  be  read 
•  tiiird  tiine;  tha-nezt  qneetion  then  will  be, 


When  shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  ?  and 
the  last  question  to  be  decided  will  be.  Shall 
the  hill  pass?  Why,  then,  should  Soutliem 
men  now  make  an  effort  to  give  precedence  to 
the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the 
Union  f  If  they  manifest  distrust,  must  we 
not  expect  that  fears  will  be  entertained  by 
Northern  members,  that  unreasonable  opposi- 
tion will  be  made  to  the  admission  of  Michi- 
(^n  f  Let  ns  proceed  harmoniously,  until  we 
hnd  that  our  narmony  must  be  interrupted. 
We  shall  lose  nothing  by  so  doing.  If  a 
majority  of  the  House  be  in  favor  of  reading  ft 
third  time  the  Michigan  bill,  they  will  order  it 
to  be  done.  After  that  vote  has  been  taken, 
we  can  refuse  to  read  the  bill  a  third  time,  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  then  consider  the  Arkansas  bill, 
report  it  to  the  Honse,  order  it  to  be  read  a 
third  time ;  and  in  this  order  proceed  to  read 
them  each  a  third  time,  if  a  m^ority  of  the 
House  be  in  favor  of  that  proceedmg. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  Southern  men  may  be 
token  by  surprise,  if  the  proceeding  here 
respectfully  recommended  be  adopted.  If  the 
friends  of  Arkansas  are  sufficiently  numerous 
to  carry  now  the  motion  to  postpone,  they  can 
arrest  at  any  time  the  action  of  tiie  House  on 
the  Michigan  bill,  until  clear  indubitable  indica- 
tions have  been  given  that  the  Missouri  com- 
promise is  not  to  be  disre^rded. 

Mr.  Wise  advocated  the  motion  to  postpone  . 
the  Michigan  bill,  and  the  debate  was  continued 
by  Messrs.  Cuseino,  Patton,  ScTBSRUiin), 
BopLDOT,  Lewis,  Sfbiobt,  Wiuluus  of  Ken- 
tucky, SavKB,  Manit  of  New  York,  Haboin, 
and  Vandbbfoil. 

Mr.  Adams  stated  that  when  the  Arkansas 
bill  came  into  the  Honse,  if  no  one  else  moved 
the  subject  of  the  restriction  of  slavery,  he 
should. 

Mr.  Wise  modified  his  motion  by  moving  to 
refer  both  bills  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  instructions  to 
that  oommittee  to  incorporate  the  two  bills  into 
one  bill. 

The  debate  was  continned  by  Messrs.  ViMTOif, 
Mkbobk,  Thoius,  and  Bbioos. 

Mr.  Patton  inquired  the  opinion  of  the  Chair 
as  to  the  necessity  of  committing  these  bills. 

The  Chaib  replied  that  the  bUl  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Arkansas,  as  it  contained  an  appro- 
priation for  the  judges,  would,  under  the  rules, 
require  being  committed ;  ana  that  the  bUl  for 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  although  it  contain- 
ed no  express  appropriation,  created  a  charge 
upon  the  Treasury,  and  came,  tliough  not  clear- 
ly, within  the  spirit  of  the  rule.  The  Chair 
read  a  former  decision  on  the  point,  made  in 
1882. 

After  remarks  hova.  Messrs.  Speight,  Van- 
DEBPOEL,  Reed,  Mann  of  New  York,  Bbioos, 
and  Boon, 

The  Cbaib  decided  that  the  Arkansas  bill 
required  to  be  committed ;  and,  if  that  bill 
required  to  be  oommitted,  so  did  the  other. 
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Mr.  Tboicas  sud  a  few  irords  in  explanation, 
and  renewed  the  motion  (as  reqnested)  that  the 
committee  rise ;  which  prevailed — ^yeas  74,  nays 
64. 

The  committee  acoordinglj  rose  and  reported. 


Tdubsday,  June  9. 

Michigan  and  Arkanta» — Admimon  into  th6 
Union. 

The  House,  in  farther  execution  of  th«  special 
order,  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Speiort  in  the 
Ohair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  of 
Ohio,  and  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Adaks  said  that  he  wanted  to  ciffer  an 
amendment,  which  he  had  not  had  time  to  pre- 
pare, and  he  wished  a  further  opportunity. 
His  desire  was  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan 
by  a  bill  for  that  purpose  alone,  separated  from 
all  questions  of  boundary.  He  believed  the 
people  of  Michigan  had  a  right  to  admission, 
but  he  wanted  the  question  of  disputed  boun- 
dary to  be  left  for  future  adjustment. 

Mr.  Thokab  suggested  that  it  would  be  better 
to  let  the  bill  be  reported,  and  offer  it  in  tiie 
House. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  would  if  the  screws  would 
«not  be  applied. 

Mr.  Thomas  8<ud  lie  could  make  no  pledges 
for  the  House ;  but  it  could  make  no  difference 
to  the  question. 

Mr.  Adams  said  it  would  make  a  difference ; 
for  in  committee  he  could  argue  the  propriety 
of  the  amendment,  without  being  cut  off  by 
the  previous  question.  He  moved  that  the 
committee  rise. 

Mr.  RiJssKLL  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as 
to  provide  that  none  but  fr«e  white  male  citi- 
zens should  be  voters. 

The  nnestion  being  taken  on  Mr.  Russkll'b 
proposed  amendment ;  it  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  and  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Arkansas  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
troducing a  clause  "that  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  be  construed  as  an  assent  by  Congress  to 
the  article  in  the  constitution  of  tiie  said  State 
in  relation  to  slavery  and  the  emancipation  of 
daves." 

This  motion  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Adams, 
CusHDJo,  Habd,  Bbioos,  and  Wisb. 

The  question  was  taken  at  about  4  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  the  amendment  negatived 
by  a  vote  of  98  to  82. 

The  Arkansas  bill  was  laid  aside,  and  the 
committee  took  up  the  "  supplementary  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  renewed  the  motion 
that  the  committee  rise,  and  report  the  bills  to 
the  House.    fThis  was  abont  7  o'clock.] 

Mr.  T^iaK  then  rose  and  addressed  the  House 


at  length  in  opposition  to  the  course  of  the 
miyority,  in  pressing  this  question  upon  a 
House,  sleepy,  tired,  and  drunk.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  motion  that  the  committee  report 
the  bills,  and  said  he  would  speak  till  ten 
o'clock,  when  the  House  would  be  under  the 
necessity  of  dropping  the  subject,  as  it  was  not 
a  specim  order  for  Friday. 

Mr.  WisB  continued  the  thread  of  his  re- 
marks upon  the  bill,  and  having  concluded, 

Mr.  MoKxNirAN  obtained  tiie  floor.  The 
members  of  the  House  were,  he  said,  evidently 
all  worn  out  by  this  protracted  sitting ;  many 
had  not  slept,  and  others  had  not  broken  tiieir 
fast  All  had  need  of  repose.  "We  have,  said 
he,  fought  the  bill  manftdly,  and  done  our  best 
to  stave  off  the  decision  upon  it.  My  friend 
from  Virginia  (especially)  has  fought  it  hard 
and  long,  and  has,  in  fact,  verified  the  old  adage, 
"  a  lean  dog  for  a  long  chase."  I  hope,  8ir~uie 
committee  wiU  rise,  and  report  the  bills,  and 
that  we  shall  adjourn  over  tUl  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MoE.  made  a  motion  to  this  effect 

The  motion  was  carried.  The  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  two  bills,  and  the  House 
then  adjourned  over  to  meet  on  Saturday,  at 
the  usual  hour,  (10  o'clock.) 


MoKDAT,  Juno  18. 

MieMgan  and  Arhansa* — Admiition  into  tho 
Union. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  oiUs : 

"  An  act  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Uicliigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the 
condiUons  therein  expressed." 

"  An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  S(^  of  Arinn- 
sas  into  the  Union,  and  to  provide  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the 
game,  and  for  other  purpoeea" 

The  House  proceeded  first  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Michigan  bill. 

Mr.  OusHMAN  said  that,  beUeving  the  pre- 
vious question  to  be  one  of  l^e  most  salutary- 
rules  of  the  House,  and  believing  this  to  be  a 
fit  occasion  for  its  application,  be  now  moved 
it 

The  previous  quesijon  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  168,  nays  45,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ad), 
Ashley,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bond, 
Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Bunch,  Bums,  John  Calhoon,  Oambreleng, 
Campbell,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Clujiin, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland, 
Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cudi- 
man,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dickerson,  JMckson,  Double- 
day,  Dromgoole,  Fairfield,  Fariin,  Fowler,  Frendi, 
Fry,  Philo  C.  FnUer,  William  K.  FuUer,  Galbraith, 
James  Garland,  Oillet,  Onngw,  Grantland,  Orayaon, 
Haley,  Joa.  Hidl,  Hhmt,  HaoMgan,  8.  S.  Harrison, 
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A.  O.  Hairison,  Hswes,  Hawkms,  Haynes,  Heiater, 
Hopkms,  Howud,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntington, 
Himtaman,  Ingham,  Wm.  Jadcaon,  Jabez  Jackaon, 
Janes,  Jairia,  Jos.  Johnson,  B.  U.  Johnson,  Cave 
J<dmson,  Henr;  J<dinson,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones, 
Jndscm,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler, 
1^7,  O.  Lm,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leoniu^  Logan, 
Loyall,  Ljon,  Abyah  Hann,  Uartin,  William  Uason, 
If  osea  Mi^on,  Uauiy,  Hay,  McEaj,  HcEenndn,  Uc- 
Kim,  McBene,  Hiller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muhl- 
enbttt);.  Ovens,  Page,  Fuks,  Patterson,  Patton, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Dntee  J.  Pearce,  Fettizreir,  Phelps, 
Finckney,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane, 
Kogtxs,  Seymour,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Sloane,  ^wnder,  height, 
Standefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John 
fbomson,  Toueey,  Turrill,  Yanderpoel,  Yinton, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Washington,  Webster, 
WedES,  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey— 158. 
Nats. — Messra.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Buley,  Bell, 
Bi%g9,  William  B.  Calhoun,  O.  Cbambers,  John 
Cbambers,  Childs,  Clark,  Ererett,  Grares,  Orennell, 
SriflSn,  Hihrnd  Hall,  Hard,  Hardhi,  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Hoar,  IngetsoD,  Jenifer,  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Lore, 
S.  Mason,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Mercer,  MiUigan, 
Morris,  Parker,  James  A.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Potts, 
Beed,  Robertson,  Boaaell,  Slade,  Steele,  TaJiafeiTO, 
rnderwood,  L.  WUUamt,  Shenod  Williama,  Wise 
-45. 

So  the  bOl  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
this  d&y. 

Arha/tsai. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  providing 
for  the  admission  of  Arluinsas  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  BBioes  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Adams  then  renewed  the  amendment 
tabmitted  by  him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
in  relation  to  the  restriction  of  slavery  in  Uie 
State  of  Arkansas. 

Ifr.  Williams^  of  Kentncky,  moved  the 
previous  question. 

Kr.  Baioea  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  mala  question  to  be  pat ;  which 
w«e  ordered,  and  were — yeas  126,  nays  67. 

So  the  Honse  determined  that  the  main  ones- 
tioD,  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  reaoing, 
shoold  then  be  put. 

Mr.  Heisteb  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  aa 
that  qnestion ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were 
—yeas  147,  nays  62,  as  follows : 

Yiia. — ^Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton, 
Beaie,  Bean,  Bell,  Bockee,  Boon,  Booldhi,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Bnchanan,  Bunch,  Bums,  Jolm  Calhoon, 
Cambrelei^,  Campbell,  Garter,  Casey,  George  Cham- 
bers, John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
Kathaniel  H.  daibome,  John  F.  H.  Chubome, 
dereland.  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craw,  Cruner, 
Cnahman,  Deberry,  Dickson,  Doubleday,  Kromgoole, 
Faiifidd,  Fatiin,  Forester,  French,  Fry,  William  K. 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Rice  Gariand, 
GOlet,  GrantJand,  Graves,  (Jrayson,  GriflBn,  Haley, 
Joseph  Ball,  Hamer,  Ebrdin,  Haiian,  Albert  G.  Harti- 
ion.  Haves,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  H<q>kina, 
Howard,  Howell,  Hubtey,  Huntington,  Huntsman, 
Ingham,  Jabex  Jackson,  Jarris,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Bidiaid  tf,  Jofanaon,  Oave  Jidmaon,  Henry  Jobnatm, 


John  W.  Jones,  Jndson,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Luke 
Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Maaon, 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Maury,  McComas, 
McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Mont- 

?}mery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks, 
atterson,  Patton,  FrankUn  Pierce,  Phelps,  Pinckney, 
Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Roeen,  Seymour,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Shields,  Sicklee,  Spanrier,  Speight,  Stande- 
fer, Storer,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thom- 
son, Toueey,  Turrill,  Yanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wai^well,  Washington,  Webster,  Weeks,  White, 
Thomas  T.  WUttlesey,  aierrod  Williams,  Wise— 147. 
Xats. — Measra.  Adams,  Heman  Alien,  Anthony, 
Bailey,  Bond,  Borden,  Brigga,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
Childs,  Claik,  Crane,  Guahing,  Dariington,  Denny, 
Erans,  Everett,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Grennell,  H.  HaU, 
Hard,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Heister,  Hoar,  Ingeraoll,  William  Jack- 
son, Janes,  Li^rte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Love, 
Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McEennan,  MiUigan,  Morris, 
Parker,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  PhiUipe,  Potts,  Reed, 
Russell,  Shinn,  Slade,  Sloane,  Underwood,  Yinton, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams— 08. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
this  day. 

The  Michigan  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Yahdkbpokl  said  that  a  test  vote  had 
already  been  taken  upon  this  bill,  and  the  ex- 
pression in  its  favor  was  so  strcmg  that  no  gen- 
tleman could  doubt  its  passage.  Under  a  firm 
belief  that  the  further  consumption  of  time 
would  not  chan^  a  vote,  or  alter  the  result,  he 
moved  the  previous  question. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  Arkansas  bill  was  then  taken  up  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HusTSMAS  moved  the  previous  question ; 
which  was  seconded — a^es  96,  noes  not  count- 
ed ;  and  the  main  qnestion  being  ordered, 

Mr.  AixEN,  of  Vermont,  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  143,  nays  60. 

Mr.  CoNKOB  said,  as  the  Hoose  had  been  de- 
livered of  twins,  he  thought  after  the  operation 
they  might  ai^onru ;  and  he  made  that  motion ; 
and. 

The  House  adjourned. 


[The  fddlowing  supplementary  report  of  the  de- 
bates and  proceedings  on  the  admission  of  Arkansas, 
prepared  by  Mr.  Adams,  is  here  given,  in  order  to 
give  completeness  to  the  history  of  that  proceeding.] 

June  18th  &  14tb,  1836. 

Admiition  (if  ArtaraoB — Supplementary 
Report. 

On  Thursday,  the  8th  of  Jnne,  the  Honse 
wont  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  upon  two  bills;  one  to  fix  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
for  the  condition^  admission  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union  and  the  other  for  the 
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admission  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  into  the 
Union. 

The  bUl  for  fixing  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  conditional  adinis- 
sion  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  was  first  taken 
up  for  consideration,  and  gave  rise  to  debates 
which  continued  till  near  one  o'clock  of  the 
morning  of  Friday,  the  10th  of  June :  repeated 
motions  to  adjourn  had  been  made  and  rejected. 
The  committee  had  twice  found  itself  without 
a  qnomm,  and  had  been  thereby  compelled  to 
rise,  and  report  the  fact  to  the  Honse.  In  the 
first  instance,  there  had  been  found  within 
private  calling  distance  a  snflScient  number  of 
members,  wbo,  though  absent  from  their  duty 
of  attendance  npon  the  House,  were  upon  the 
alert  to  appear  and  answer  to  their  names  to 
make  a  quorum  to  vote  against  adjourning,  and 
to  retire  again  to  their  amusement  or  repose. 
Upon  the  first  restoration  of  the  qnomm  by 
this  operation,  the  delegate  from  Arkansas  stud 
that  if  the  committee  would  only  take  np  and 
read  the  bill,  he  would  not  urge  any  discussion 
npon  it  then,  and  would  consent  to  the  com- 
mittee's rising,  and  resuming  the  subiect  at  the 
next  sitting  of  the  House.  The  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly read ;  a  motion  was  then  made  for 
the  committee  to  rise,  and  rejected;  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  was  moved,  on  taking  the 
question  upon  which  there  was  no  quorum. 
The  nsual  expedient  of  private  call  to  strag- 
gling members  was  found  ineffectual.  A  call 
of  the  House  was  ordered,  at  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  This  operation,  to  be  carried 
through  all  its  stages,  must  necessarily  consume 
about  three  hours  of  time,  during  which  the 
House  can  do  no  other  business.  Upon  this 
call,  after  the  names  of  all  the  members  had 
been  twice  called  over,  and  all  the  absentees 
for  whom  any  valid  or  plausible  excuse  was 
offered  had  been  excused,  there  remained 
eighty-one  names  of  members,  who,^  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  were  to  be  taken  into  ens- 
tody  as  they  should  appew,  or  were  to  be  sent 
for,  and  taken  into  custody  wherever  they 
might  be  fonnd,  by  special  messengers  appoint- 
ed for  that  purpose.  At  this  hour  of  the  night 
the  city  of  Washington  was  ransacked  by  these 
mecial  messengers,  and  the  members  of  the 
House  were  summoned  from  their  beds  to  be 
brought  in  custody  of  these  special  messengers, 
before  the  House,  to  answer  for  their  absence. 
After  hearing  the  excuses  of  two  of  these  mem- 
bers, and  the  acknowledged  no  good  reason 
of  a  third,  they  wore  idl  excused  in  a  mass, 
without  payment  of  fees;  which  fees,  to  the 
amount  of  two  or  three  hnndred  dolWs,  have 
of  course  become  a  charge  upon  the  people, 
and  to  be  paid  with  their  money. 

By  this  operation,  between  four  and  five 
o'clock  of  the  morning,  a  small  quorum  of  the 
Honse  was  obtained,  and,  without  any  vote  of 
the  House,  the  Speaker  left  the  chair,  which 
was  resumed  by  uie  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  for  the  admisdon  of  Arkansas  into 


the  Union  was  again  taken  up;  the  amendment 
moved  before  the  call  of  the  House  was  renew- 
ed, discussed,  and  rejected ;  other  amendments 
were  proposed,  and  shared  the  same  fate. 

About  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  a  motion 
was  made  that  the  committee  should  rise,  and 
report  the  bill^,  when  Mr.  Adams  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  eighth  section  of  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Arkansas ;  to  underhand  the 
import  and  bearing  of  which  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  quote  the  part  of  the  section  into  which 
he  proposed  its  insertion.  In  the  following 
citation,  the  words  proposed  by  him  for  inser- 
tion are  those  enclosed  in  brackets. 

"  Sxo.  8.  And  U  u  further  enacted,  That  the  State 
of  ^rknniMa  ig  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the  ex- 
press condition  that  the  people  of  the  said  State  sttall 
never  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  public 
lands  within  the  said  State,  nor  shall  tbcy  levy  a  tax 
on  any  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  within  the 
said  State ;  and  nothing  in  this  act  sliall  l>e  construed 
as  an  assent  by  Congress  [to  the  article  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  sud  State  in  relation  to  slavery  and  the 
emancipation  of  slaves,  or]  to  all  and  any  of  the  prop- 
ositions contained  in  the  ordinance  of  the  said  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  Arkansas,  nor  to  deprive  the 
said  State  of  Arkansas  of  the  same  grants,  subject  to 
the  same  restrictions,  which  were  made  to  the  State 
of  Kissouri,  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitied  an  act  to 
authorize  the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  Government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  witii  the  original  States,  and  to  prohibitslavery 
in  certein  Territories,  approved  the  6th  day  of  March, 
1820." 

When  the  amendment  had  been  read  by  the 
Clerk,  and  the  question  stated,  Mr.  Adams  ad- 
dressed the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  the 
following  effect : 

Mr.  Chairman :  On  Monday  last  I  had  the 
honor  of  presenting  to  this  House  twenty-two 
memorials  and  remonstrances,  most  of  them 
numerously  signed,  by  citizens  of  the  States 
of  Ohio,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Massachusetts. 
Twelve  of  these  memorials  were  from  the  con- 
gressional district  which  I  represent,  from  my 
own  constituents,  male  and  female;  for,  in  New 
England  and  elsewhere,  the  vote  of  the  men  is 
the  vote  of  the  women ;  and  I  consider  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  the  men  who  vote  at 
my  election,  whether  for  me  or  for  any  other 
person,  as  much  my  constituents,  for  all  pur- 
poses by  which  I  can,  as  their  representative, 
serve  them  in  this  House,  as  if  every  individnal 
had  deposited  in  the  ballot-box  a  vote  in  my 
favor. 

I  was,  then,  bound  in  duty  to  present  these 
memorials  and  remonstrances  to  the  Honse ; 
and  if  that  duty  was  of  perfect  and  irremissible 
obligation,  with  regard  to  those  which  came 
from  my  own  immediate  constituents,  I  felt  it 
as  not  less  imperative  with  regard  to  those 
which,  proceeding  from  remoter  distances,  and 
from  persons  entirely  unknown  to  me,  carried 
with  them  a  manifestation  of  confidence  reposed 
in  me  by  the  memorialists,  which  it  was  not 
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lew  vaj  mcred  duty  to  justify  by  a  grateful 
nturiL, 

I  felt  it,  therefore,  my  farther  duty  to  invite 
Um  Hoose  to  lirten  to  these  memorialB  and  re- 
moastraQces,  to  examine  their  complaints,  and, 
flo  £tr  as  might  be  consistent  with  uie  dnties  of 
the  House  to  their  other  constituents  and  to  the 
nation,  to  relieve  the  complainants,  and  to  re- 
move the  grievances  against  wMoh  tiiey  remon- 
strate. 

In  the  memorials  from  my  own  district  I 
recognized  among  the  signatnres  the  names  of 
persons  weU  known  to  me  as  citizens,  for  intel- 
ligence, integrity,  and  benevolence,  surpassed 
by  none  others  in  this  Union.    I  bad  made  in- 

r'  ies  oonceming  the  characters  of  others  of 
memorialistB,  not  known  to  myself,  and  bad 
received  testimonials  from  sources  entitled  to 
vnqnalified  credence,  and  from  persons  in  no- 
wise favoring  the  purposes  of  the  memorialists ; 
testimonials  to  their  integrity  and  repeotabili- 
ty  which  conld  leave  in  that  respect  not  the 
ihadow  of  a  donbt  upon  my  mind. 

The  memorials  and  remonstrances,  differing 
s(»newhat  from  one  another  in  their  language 
and  phraseology,  all  complained  of  one  article 
in  the  newly -formed  constitution  of  Arkansas ; 
and  aD  the  remonstrances  were  against  the  ad- 
miagioik  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union  as  a  slave 
State. 

The  dbnozioiia  article  of  the  constitution  of 
Arkansas  is  the  first  section  of  the  second  di- 
vision of  the  ninth  article,  and  is  in  the  words 
following: 

"  EmaneipaHon  of  Atve$. 

"Sic.  1.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no 
fowtr  to  peas  laws  for  the  emandpaUon  of  slaves 
vithont  the  coDBent  of  the  oirners.  They  shall  have 
DO  power  to  prevent  emigrants  to  this  State  from 
failing  with  them  such  persons  as  are  deemed 
davea  by  the  laws  of  any  one  of  the  United  States. 
They  shall  have  power  to  pass  laws  to  permit 
the  owners  of  sUves  to  emancipate  them,  saving 
the  lights  of  creditore,  and  preventing  them  firom 
becoming  a  public  charge.  They  shaU  have  power 
to  prevent  slaves  from  being  brought  to  this  State 
m  merdiandise,  and  also  to  oblige  the  owners  of 
daves  to  treat  them  with  homanity." 

Itr.  Chairman,  I  cannot,  consistently  with 
my  sense  of  my  obligations  as  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  bound  by  oath  to  support 
their  constitution,  I  cannot  object  to  the  admis- 
sion of  Arkansas  into  the  Union  as  a  slave  State ; 
I  cannot  propose  or  agree  to  make  it  a  condi- 
tion of  her  aomission,  that  a  convention  of  her 
people  shall  expunge  this  article  from  her  con- 
stitution. She  is  entitled  to  admission  as  a 
slave  State,  as  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi,  and 
Alabama,  and  Missonri,  have  been  admitted, 
by  virtue  of  that  article  in  the  treaty  for  the 
acquisition  of  Louisiana,  which  secures  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territories  all  the 
ri^ts,  privileges,  and  immunities,  of  the  origi- 
ns citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  stipulates 
for  their  admission,  conformably  to  that  prin- 
V<x.xm.— 8 


ciple,  into  the  Union.  Louisiana  was  purchased 
as  a  country  wherein  slavery  was  the  establish- 
ed law  of  the  land.  As  Congress  have  not 
power  in  time  of  peace  to  abolish  slavery  in# 
the  original  States  of  the  Union,  they  are  equal- 
ly destitute  of  the  power  in  those  parts  of  th^ 
territories  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States 
by  the  name  of  Louisiana,  where  slavery  exbt- 
ed  at  the  time  of  the  acquisition.  Slavery  if 
in  this  Union  the  subject  of  internal  legislation 
in  the  States,  and  in  peace  is  cognizable  by 
Congress  only,  as  it  'is  tacitly  tolerated  and 
protected  where  it  exists  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  it  mingles  in  their 
intercourse  with  other  nations.  Arkansas, 
therefore,  comes,  and  has  the  right  to  come,  in- 
to the  Union  with  her  slaves  and  her  slave  laws. 
It  is  written  in  the  bond,  and,  however  I  may 
lament  that  it  ever  was  so  written,  I  most  finth- 
fnlly  perform  its  obligations. 

I  could  not,  therefore,  propose  or  support 
the  specific  measure  desired  by  the  memorialists, 
wbicn  was  to  impose  a  restriction  upon  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Arkatisas,  by  requiring 
of  uiem,  as  a  condition  of  their  admission  into 
the  Union,  that  they  should  expunge  fh>m  their 
constitution  the  article  oonceming  slavery.  I 
do  not  think  it  within  the  legitimate  powers  of 
Congress,  under  the  present  existing  circum- 
stances, to  impose  upon  the  State  of  Arkansas 
any  restriction  whatever,  with  relation  to  slav- 
ery, in  the  formation  of  her  constitution.  Upon 
the  same  principle,  I  had  been  opposed  to  the 
proposal  of  restriction  upon  the  State  of  Mis- 
sonri, at  the  time  of  the  nrst  Missonri  question ; 
for  there  were  two  Itlissouri  questions,  differing 
much  from  each  other,  and  which  were  debated 
at  two  successive  sessions  of  Congress.  The 
second  was  that  finally  a^usted  by  the  com- 
promise. The  first  was  that  in  which  the  re- 
striction was  proposed,  and  my  opinion  bad  at 
the  time  been  freely  expressed  against  it. 

But  then  I  disapproved,  as  I  now  disapprove, 
of  slavery  as  a  civU  institution.  As  a  citizen, 
and  as  a  man,  therefore,  I  disapprove  of  that 
article  in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  is  to  perpetuate  slavery.  In 
voting  for  the  acceptance  of  that  constitution, 
and  mr  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the 
Union,  I  do  not  hold  myself  bound  to  approve 
of  all  its  internal  regulations ;  but  doctrines 
have  been  recenUy  broached,  and  are  now 
countenanced  by  the  transfer  of  the  lawfbl 
possessions  of  Michigan  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
which  make  it,  in  my  judgment,  proper,  and 
perhaps  necessary,  that  Congress,  the  renrraent- 
atives  of  that  federation,  compounded  partiy 
of  slaveholding  and  partiy  of  entirely  free 
States,  should  disclaim  all  approbation  o^  or 
assent  to,  that  article  in  the  constitution  of 
A''Vft"«w,  I  propose  no  restriction  upon  her. 
I  am  content  to  receive  her  as  one  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  of  this  Union  ;  but  I  am  unwill- 
ing that  Congress,  in  accepting  her  constitution, 
should  even  Be  under  the  imputation  of  assent- 
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ing  to  an  article  in  the  constitution  of  a  State 
which  withholds  from  its  Legislature  the  power 
xf  giving  freedom  to  the  slave. 
•  £  this  very  section  of  the  bill  now  before 
the  committee,  Congress  refuse  their  assent  to 
propositions,  made  by  the  convention  'of  the 
people  of  Arkansas  which  formed  their  consti- 
tution, and  were  transmitted  with  it.  My  pro- 
posed amendment,  very  short  and  simple,  is  in 
perfect  accordance  and  keeping  with  the  re- 
mainder of  the  section,  as  it  stands  in  the  bill 
now  before  the  committee ;  and  although  I  can- 
not flatter  myself  that  it  will  be  satisfactory  to 
those  of  my  constituents  and  fellow-citizens 
who  have  thonght  proper  to  commit  their 
memorials  and  remonstrances  to  me,  it  will  at 
least  secure  to  me  the  consciousness  of  having 
discharged  my  duty  to  them,  to  my  country, 
and  to  uiat  reverence  for  the  rights  of  mankind, 
which  reiects,  without  reserve,  the  principle 
that,  by  the  law  of  nature  or  of  God,  man  can 
be  the  property  of  man. 

Upon  this  topic  I  will  not  enlarge.  "Were  I 
disposed  so  to  do,  twenty  hours  of  continnous 
session  have  too  much  exhausted  my  own  phys- 
ical strength,  and  the  faculties,  as  well  as  the  in- 
dulgence of  those  who  might  incline  to  hear  me, 
for  me  to  trespass  longer  upon  their  patience. 
When  the  bill  shall  be  reported  to  the  House,  I 
may,  perhaps,  again  ask  to  be  heard,  upon  re- 
newing there,  as  I  intend,  the  motion  for  this 
amendment 

[Mr.  Adahb  resumed  his  seat,  and  Mr.  TViss 
addressed  the  committee.  The  debate  was  con- 
tinned  by  Mr.  Bbioos,  Mr.  Cubhiso,  Mr.  HoAii, 
and  Mr.  IIabd  of  New  York,  and  by  Mr.  "Wise, 
in  reply,  particularly,  to  Mr.  Cushinq.  There 
was  great  disorder  and  confusion  in  the  hall, 
occasioned  chiefly  by  calls  for  order  and  vocif- 
erations of  the  word  "  question."  Personal 
reflections  passed  between  some  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  an  affair  of  honor  afterwards  followed 
between  two  Southern  gentlemen,  which  was, 
however,  finally  adjust^  without  bloodshed. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee,  with  great 
and  indefatigable  exertions,  succeeded  so  far  in 
restoring  order  that  Mr.  Hoab  was  heard  with 
respectful  attention.  After  he  took  his  seat,  as 
the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  Mr.  Adams 
addressed  the  committee  to  the  following  im- 
port:] 

Mr.  Chairman:  It  was  not  my  intention  to 
have  troubled  the  committee  with  another 
word  upon  the  subject  of  my  proposed  amend- 
ment. But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
■Wise)  has  been  pleased  to  propound  to  me  a 
number  of  direct  questioas,  two  or  three  of 
which  I  heard,  and  to  them  I  am  willing  to 
g'lve  direct  and  explicit  answers.  For,  however 
widely  I  differ  in  opinion  from  him  on  this 
And  most  other  occasions  of  common  delibera- 
tion in  this  hall,  I  will  do  him  the  justice  which 
lie  has  done  me,  and  say  that  there  is  nothing 
of  indirection  or  ambiguous  giving  out  in  him. 
His  course  is  straight  forward,  and  you  may 
always  know  where  to  find  him.    And,  sir,  in 


the  intercourse  of  public  or  private  life,  I  hold 
in  higher  esteem  an  adversary  of  such  a  char- 
acter, than  the  political  vane  upon  the  steeple, 
whose  fHendship  and  whose  opinions  swing 
round  the  compass  with  every  variation  of  the 
winds,  and  are  steadfast  only  to  the  breath  of 
the  breeze. 

One  of  the  gentleman's  questions  which  I 
heard  was,  from  whence  this  amendment  camet 
I  answer  him  directly  that  it  came  from  me, 
and  from  me  alone,  without  consultation  with 
any  other  human  being.  There  was  no  aboli- 
tion gunpowder  plot  in  it ;  but,  in  claiming  it 
as  all  my  own,  I  shall  not  record  a  specification 
of  it  in  the  Patent  Office  as  for  an  ingenious  in- 
vention or  a  profound  discovery.  It  laid  in  my 
way  and  I  took  it.  up.  A  respectable  portion 
of  my  constituents,  and  many  others  of  my 
fellow-citizens,  had  charged  me  with  the  duty 
of  presenting  their  memorials  against  the  slav- 
ery article  in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas. 
Multitudes  of  others  had  entrusted  to  me  their 
petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Great 
numbers  of  petitions,  memorials,  and  remon- 
strances, of  the  some  purport,  had  been  preeent- 
.ed  by  my  colleagues,  and  by  other  members  of 
the  House.  I  had  been  earnestly  solicited  to 
support,  as  far  as  my  very  slender  influence  in 
this  House  might  extend,  and  as  fior  as  my  own 
convictions  of  truth  and  justice  would  admit, 
the  prayer  of  those  petitions,  and  the  purpose 
of  those  remonstrances  and  memorials.  I  could 
not  support  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  I  could  not  re- 
sist the  admission  of  Arkansas,  notwitlistand- 
ing  the  slavery  article  in  her  constitution,  into 
the  Union.  But  there  was  a  point  of  conces- 
sion to  the  slaveholding  interests  of  the  South, 
from  the  representatives  of  none  but  free- 
men in  this  House,  where  it  appeared  to  me 
not  only  just,  but  Indispensably  necessary,  to 
stop. 

Slavery,  taking  advantage  of  political  in- 
fluences, operated  just  at  this  time  at  the  Korth 
upon  the  prospects  of  the  presidential  election ; 
taking  advantage  (I  must  say  no  very  generous 
advantage)  of  that  kind,  friendly,  and  compas- 
sionate feeling  of  Northern  freeman  for  their 
brethren  and  fellow-citizens,  the  slaveholders 
of  the  South,  which,  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  had  universally  pervaded  the  Northern 
region  of  the  country,  and  urged  our  people 
sometimes  even  to  riotous  excess  against  the 
peaceable,  warm-hearted,  but  honest-hearted 
enthusiasts  of  human  liberty :  slavery,  I  say, 
in  the  confidence  of  her  temporary  reinforce- 
ment from  sources  foreign  to  her  own  character, 
had  changed  her  tone,  and  was  aiming  blows 
of  deadly  intent  at  the  freedom  of  her  North- 
em  associate  itself.  She  had  struck  at  the 
right  of  petition  and  the  freedom  of  speech  in 
this  House ;  she  had  struck  at  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  and  at  the  freedom  of  the  post  office, 
both  in  this  and  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  by  the  express  recommendation  of 
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the  Chief  Magistrate  (Athe  Union;  she  had 
stmck  at  the  liberty  and  the  life  of  a  free  citi- 
zen of  a  Northern  State,  hj  demanding  that  he 
should  be  delivered  up,  innocent  of  all  offence, 
as  lie  was,  against  toe  laws  of  the  State  in 
whicli  he  dwelt,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  her 
felony,  withont  benefit  of  clergy.  I  had  seen 
the  twenty -two  memorials  ana  remonstrances 
■which  I  had  presented,  and  many  others  of  the 
same  import,  the  moment  they  had  reached  the 
hands  of  the  Clerk,  ordered  by  the  Speaker  to 
be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  without 
knowing  what  they  contained,  without  the 
pdyilege  of  being  considered,  by  a  general 
stigmatizing  interdictf  more  insulting  than 
would  have  been  an  absolute  refusal  to  receive 
them.  The  article  in  the  constitution  of  Ar- 
kansas, cutting  off  the  last  hope  of  emancipa- 
tion to  the  end  of  time,  by  withholding  {h>m 
the  Legislature  even  the  power  of  orduning  itj 
I  strongly  disapproved.  The  House  had  treated 
aD  these  memorials  and  remonstrances  in  be- 
half of  freedom  as  if  they  were  t£nxi  to  hear 
them  read,  afraid  to  look  them  in  the  face, 
afraid  even  to  squint  at  them.  In  reading  this 
eighth  section  of  the  bill  before  the  committee, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  the  amendment  which 
I  offered  was  so  congenial  to  its  spirit,  that,  if 
inserted  at  the  place  proposed,  it  would  appear 
altogether  as  if  it  had  been  a  part  of  the  sec- 
tion as  •riginally  drawn  up.  The  amendment 
falls  infinitely  short  of  the  Missouri  restriction, 
and  is  entirely  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution  itself.  Unable  as  I  was  to  propose 
the  restriction  desired  by  the  memorialists  and 
remmstrantsi,  yet,  believing  that  the  occasion 
required  of  me  an  avowu  of  those  opinions 
and  principles,  the  only  guardians  of  the  free- 
dom (rf  my  constituents,  I  was  desirous  of 
manifesting  them  in  the  form  the  least  offenrive 
possible  to  the  daveholding  portion  of  the  com- 
munity. I  wished  to  plant  the  standard  of 
freedom  at  the  very  lowest  point  of  its  eleva- 
tion, and,  by  conceding  to  slavery  every  thing 
required  by  the  common  compact,  yet  adhering 
to  ttioee  self-evident  truths  prodidmed  in  the 
dedaratioa  of  independence,  to  utter  the  mini- 
mum of  the  sentiments  which  I  believed  my 
eonstitnents  would  never  resign  bat  with  the 
last  drop  of  their  blood.  At  every  former 
period  of  oar  history,  I  should  have  expected 
that  tiie  representatives  of  the  slavehc^ding 
States  in  this  House  would  readily  have  ac- 
cepted this,  as  far  more  favorable  to  them  than 
the  Missonri  compromise.  Now,  my  object  is 
to  fulfil  the  duty  oevolved  upon  me  by  my  con- 
stituents, and  to  leave  the  decision  where  it 
properiy  belongs.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  otiier 
question  of  the  gentleman  fh>m  Virginia,  which 
requires  an  answer  from  me,  particularly  after 
tiw  eloqaent  address  of  my  colleague  behind 
me  (Mr.  Ctrsniyo)  has  already  answered  them 
so  nrach  more  effectually  than  I  could  have 
done  myself. 

Mr.  WtSB  rose,  and  inquired  whether  in  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  fh>m  MaaBaohnsetts, 


(Mr.  Adahs,)  if  his  amendment  should  prevail, 
the  State  of  Arkansas  woxdd,  by  tiiis  Dill,  be 
admitted  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Adams.  Certainly,  sir.  There  is  not  in 
my  amendment  tlie  shadow  of  a  restriction 
upon  the  State.  It  leaves  the  State,  like  all 
the  rest,  to  regulate  the  subject  of  slavery 
within  herself  to  her  owtf  laws ;  and  how  far 
that  comes  short  of  the  concessions  required 
from  the  slaveholding  interest  by  the  Missouri 
compromise,  it  is  easy  to  judge  by  reference  to 
the  transactions  of  that  time ;  for  in  the  act  of 
6th  of  March,  1820,  to  authorize  the  people  of 
the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  Government,  and  for  the  admission 
of  that  State  into  the  Union,  slavery  was  and  is 
forever  prohibited  in  all  the  territory  oedod  by 
France  to  the  United  States  onder  the  name  of 
Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  de- 
grees and  thirty  minutes  of  north  latitude,  not 
included  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri. And  this  was  the  first  Missouri  com- 
fromise ;  not  the  abolition,  but  the  prohibition 
y  Con^«s8  forever,  of  slavery  in  that  portion 
of  the  Louisiana  Territory  where  it  had  not 
then  penetrated.  And,  secondly,  when  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  of  Missouri  was  form- 
ed, there  was  an  article  on  the  legislative  power, 
the  fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of 
which,  defining  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  State,  was  in  these 
words :  "  It  shall  be  their  duty,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary,  first, 
to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from 
coming  to  and  settling  in  this  State,  under  any 
pretext  whatsoever." 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  second  session  of  the 
16th  Congress  was  consumed  in  debates  wheth- 
er the  State  of  Missouri  should  be  admitted  in- 
to the  Union,  without  requiring  of  her  that  this 
clause  should  be  expnn^sd  from  her  constitu- 
tion, and  the  session  terminated  with  her  con- 
ditional admission,  by  a  resolution  of  2d  Marc^ 
1821,  in  the  following  words : 

"  Retolvtd  by  the  Senate  and  Haute  ofRemreteni-  ■ 
ativet  of  the  United  Statet  of  America  in  Congrett 
auembied,  That  Hissonri  shall  be  admitted  into  this 
Union  on  in  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
in  all  respects  whatever,  upon  the  Aindunental  con- 
ditions that  the  fourth  clause  pf  the  twenty^ixth 
section  of  the  third  article  of  the  constitution  sub- 
mitted on  the  part  of  the  said  State  to  Congress, 
shall  never  be  construed  to  authorize  the  passage 
of  any  law,  and  that  no  law  shall  be  passed  in  con- 
formity thereto,  by  which  any  citizen  of  either  of 
the  States  of  this  Union  shall  be  excluded  from  the 
enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privileges  and  immunities  to 
which  such  dtizen  is  entitled  under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  said  State,  by  a  solemn  public  act,  shall 
declare  the  assent  of  the  said  State  to  the  said 
fundamental  conditions,  and  shall  transmit  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the 
fourth  Monday  in  Kovember  next,  an  sutbentio  copy 
of  said  act ;  upon  the  receipt  whereof,  the  President, 
by  proclamation,  shall  announce  the  tuA;  where- 
upoD,  and  without  any  farther  proceeding  on  the 
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put  of  Congrcaa,  the  •dmiwioD  of  the  said  State 
Uito  this  Union  shall  be  considered  as  complete." 

This  was  the  second  Missouri  compromise; 
and,  coDformably  to  this  resolntion,  the  Legis- 
latare  of  the  State  of  Missonrl  did,  on  the  26th 
of  June,  1821,  by  a  solemn  public  act,  declare 
the  assent  of  the  State  to  this  fundamental  con- 
dition. A  copy  of  this  solemn  act  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who,  after  consultation  vith  all  the  members 
of  his  administration,  and  after  taking  from 
each  one  of  them  his  opinion  in  writing,  issued, 
on  the  10th  of  Aiigngt,  1821,  his  proclamation, 
declaring  that  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union  was  complete. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  in  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  me  nothing  comparable,  as  concession 
from  the  daveholding  to  tJie  ft«e  States,  to  this 
Missouri  restriction.  I  propose  no  restriction 
at  all.  I  simply  ask  that  my  oonstitnents,  as 
parties  to  this  compact  of  admission  with  Ar- 
Kansaa,  may  not  be  constmctiTely  held  to  have 
given  their  assent  to  this  perpetuation  of  sla- 
very, placing  it  beyond  the  reach  of  the  legis- 
lative authority. 

And  this  reservation  is  entirely  conformable 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United 
States.  That  instrument,  containing  in  four 
different  places  arrangements  having  reference 
to  slavery,  does  not,  in  any  one  of  them,  recog- 
nize the  existence  of  slavery  or.  of  slaves; 
neither  of  the  words  is  to  be  found  throughout 
the  oonstitution.  Its  founders  were  unwilling 
that  the  frame  of  Government,  ordidned  ex- 
pressly by  the  people,  to  secure  to  themselves 
and  to  their  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty, 
should  be  polluted  even  by  the  name  of  slavery. 
Thus,  when  they  provided  that  the  slaveholders 
should  enjoy  that  most  extraordinary  privilege 
of  representation  of  the  persons  of  their  slaves 
in  this  hall,  tbey  adopted  a  circumlocution,  and, 
after  enumerating  free  persons,  those  bound  to 
service  Jot  a  term  of  years,  and  Indians  not 
taxed,  including  every  description  of  human 
beings,  slaves  alone  excepted,  then  endowed 
their  masters  with  the  right  of  representation 
for  three-fifths  of  "  all  other  persons." 

"^08,  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  artide, 
which  denied  to  Oongrees  the  power,  prior  to 
the  year  1808,  of  pronibiting  the  slave  trade, 
that  detestable  tramo  was  dewribed,  not  by  its 
proper  name,  but  nnder  the  gentle  denomina- 
tion of  "  the  migration  or  importation  of  snch 
persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 
think  proper  to  admit" 

A  gam:  the  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article,  which  stipulates  for  the  arrest  and 
delivery  up  of  fugitive  slaves,  does  not  name 
them  as  such.  It  says :  "  Ko  person  held  to 
service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the  laws 
thereof  escaping  into  another,  shall  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law  or  regulation  tiierein,  be 
oisehaiged  firom  snch  service  or  labor,  but  shall 
be  delivered  up,  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
anoh  servioe  w  labor  may  be  doe." 

Aad,  ta  ths  fourth  section  of  the  fourth 


article,  it  is  provide^hat  the  United  States 
shall,  on  the  applicatfflu  of  the  Legislatnre  or 
of  the  Executive  of  any  one  of  the  States,  pro- 
tect the  same  against  domestic  violence;  an 
expression,  if  not  exclusively  confined  to  servile 
insurrection,  undoubtedly  selected  with  special 
and  emphatic  reference  to  it. 

In  no  one  of  these  four  passages  are  slavM 
recognized  as  property.  In  the  first  three, 
where  the  reference  to  them  is  direct,  they  are 
expressly  designated  as  persons — persons  to  be 
represented  in  Oongress,  not  by  themselves,  but 
by  the  votes  of  their  masters ;  persons  whom 
the  then  existing  States  might  tnink  proper  to 
admit ;  persons  neld  to^rvice  or  labor,  to  be 
delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
such  service  or  labor  may  be  due.  Not  only  is 
there  no  recognition  of  daves  as  property,  not 
opiy  are  they  constantly  referred  to  as  persons, 
but  in  every  instance  they  are  so  described  that 
the  engagement  contracted  with  relation  to 
them  might  be  applicable  to  classes  of  persons 
other  than  slaves ;  and  this  studious  uniionnit7 
of  language  throughout  the  whole  constitution 
could  only  arise  from  the  determination  to  ex- 
clude from  it  any  acknowledgment  of  slavery, 
as  forming  a  component  part  of  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land. 

It  was  in  this  spirit  of  mutual  concession  and 
conciliation  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  formed  and  adopted,  and  it  is  in  this 
spirit  that  I  offer  the  amendment  now  before 
the  committee.  I  will  trespass  no  longer  upon 
their  indulgence,  but  will  submit  a  few  ob- 
servations more  upon  the  subject,  when  the  bill 
shall  be  reported  to  the  House. 


Thtbsdat,  Jnne  80.     . 

Death  of  Eae-Pretideni  MadUon. 

On  the  Speaker's  resuming  the  chair,  at  4 
o'clock,  he  announced  the  following  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

WASHniotOK,  JuM  80, 1886. 
Thtfu  Struttt  and H6ui« of  JiepntetUativt* : 

It  becomes  my  palniiu  duty  to  amiounce  to  you 
the  melandioly  intelligence  of  the  death  of  James 
Madison,  ex-Preddent  of  the  United  States.  He 
departed  this  life  at  half-pest  six  o'clock  on  the 
monuDg  of  the  88th  instant,  full  of  years  and  of 
honor. 

I  hasten  this  communication,  in  order  that  Con- 
gress may  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  proper  to 
testify  their  sense  of  the  respect  -which  is  due  to  the 
memory  of  one  whose  life  has  contributed  so  essen- 
tially to  the  happiness  and  glory  of  his  country,  and 
to  the  good  of  mankind. 

AXDBEW  JACKSOK. 

The  Message  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Yirj^ia,  said  that  th«  par- 
ticular relation  in  which  he  stood,  as  his  imme- 
diate representative  and  personal  friend,  to- 
wards the  great  public  benefactor  whose  de- 
cease, "  fidl  of  years  and  iUl  of  honors,"  had 
JQst  beoi  aimoonoed  by  the  Message  of  the 
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FnndfiDtof  Hie  United  Stetee,  had  indnoed  the 
Yirgini*  delegatioa  to  devolve  npoa  him  the 
mounfol  dnty  of  proposing  for  the  adoption  of 
the  House  the  rewlotioa  he  yraa  abont  to  offer, 
tar  the  pnrpoae  of  detetmining  upon  the  coarse 
to  be  ponaed  for  giving  expression  to  the  na- 
tiojul  sengibilit;^  to  the  great  bereavement  we 
had  toififered. 

I  do  not,  however^  Mr.  Speaker,  feel  it  to  be 
a  soitable  occasion  m  which  to  employ  or  in- 
dole ia  any  stodied  phrase  of  panegyrio  npon 
ibe  pnUio  or  private  virtues  of  the  venerable 
man  wboae  loss  we  deplore. 

It  is  tme,  ar,  thatj  early  imbued  with  the 
anoerast  veneration  for  the  character  of  Mr. 
Madison,  with  the  profoundeet  admiration  of 
his  talenta,  and  the  warmest  gratitude  for  his 
wninont  and  Varied  publio  services,  there  is  no 
langnage  that  I  could  employ  which  would  ex- 
aggerate tiie  deep  emotion  with  which  I  have 
been  impreaoed  by  the  melancholy  intelligence 
of  bia  death.  And  I  am  sure  that  it  would  be 
equally  impossible  for  me  to  speak  of  him  in 
any  teems  that  would  depict  an  individual  pre- 
tmjniwtt  ia  all  the  virtues  of  social  and  private 
fife,  or  one  that  combined  the  merits  of  a  pa^ 
triot,  stateemaa,  and  sage,  that  would  not  find 
a  ready  and  fbll  response  in  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  all  who  hear  me.  But  it  is  not  a 
feeble  effort  of  this  kind,  such  as  I  could  make, 
nor  even  hj  the  highest  effort  of  human  elo- 
quence, the  lofty  inspiration  of  poetry,  "  the 
storied  um  or  animated  bust,"  that  ean  rear  an 
appropriate  monnment  to  the  memory  of  Mr. 
ludison,  or  erect  a  suitable  monnment  to  his 
finneL 

His  appropriate  and  enduring  eulog^nm  u  to 
be  found  inscribed  in  those  pages  of  his  conn- 
try's  history  which  are  identified  with  her 
honor  and  glory.  It  is  engraved  npon  every 
pQlar  of  that  splendid  fabno  of  constitutional 
Hberty  under  which  we  live.  It  is  identified 
witii  the  existence  of  that  glorious  union  of 
confederated  States  which  he  contributed  so 
fwfnfiillj'  to  form,  and  the  maintenance  and 
preservation  of  which,  with  all  its  numerous 
Uesrings,  were  the  constant  ol^jecta  of  his  care 
dm^ig  his  long,  laborious,  and  nsefiil  public 
lifia,  and  of  his  most  earnest  and  anxious  solici- 
tude in  the  shades  of  retirement 

At»^^  Mr.  Speaker,  another  and  not  less  de- 
drive  and  more  affecting  evidence  of  his  merit 
and  title  to  public  gratitude  will  be  found  in 
the  deep  jpiS  with  whidi  his  loss  will  be  de- 
plored by  every  man  in  the  nation  as  a  great 
naticmal  celamitf.  I  offer  the  resolution  which 
I  now  send  to  the  Ohair : 

Sttolead,  That  a  committee  be  q>pointed  on  the 
put  of  this  Hoose,  to  join  such  committee  as  mij 
be  ippointoi  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  consider 
and  report  by  what  token  of  respect  and  affection 
it  may  be  proper  for  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  express  the  deep  sensibility  of  the  nation 
to  the  event  of  the  decease  of  Mr.  Kadison,  just 
amonnced  by  the  Freddent  of  the  United  States  to 
AisHowe. 


The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  AoAxs  rose,  and  addressed  the  Speaker. 
By  the  general  sense  of  the  House,  said  he, 
it  is  with  perfect  propriety  that  the  delegation 
from  the  Commonwealth  of  Yiiig^nia  have  taken 
the  lead  in  the  melancholy  duty  of  pn^Mwing 
the  measures  snitoble  to  be  adopted  as  testi- 
monials of  the  veneration  due  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Union  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
parted patriot  and  sage,  the  native  of  their  soil, 
and  the  citizen  of  their  oommimity. 

It  is  not  without  some  hesitation,  and  some 
diffidence,  that  I  have  risen  to  offer  in  my  own 
behalf;  and  in  that  of  my  colleagues  upon  this 
floor,  and  of  our  common  oonstitnents,  to  Join 
our  voice,  at  onoe  of  mourning  and  of  exulta- 
tion, at  the  event  announced  to  both  Honsea  of 
Congress  by  the  Message  from  the  President  of 
tiie  United  States — of  mourning  at  the  bereave- 
ment which  has  befallen  our  common  country 
by  the  decease  of  one  of  her  most  illustrious 
sons ;  of  exultation  at  the  apeotade  afforded  to 
the  observation  of  tiie  civilized  world,  and  for 
the  emulation  of  after  times,  by  the  dose  of  a 
life  of  useAilness  and  of  glory,  after  fort^  years 
of  service  in  trusts  of  ^e  highest  digmty  and 
splendor  that  a  confiding  country  could  bestow, 
saooeeded  by  twenty  years  ot  retirement  and 
private  Ufe,  not  inferior,  in  the  estimation 
of  the  virtuous  and  the  wise,  to  the  h(»i<H« 
of  the  highest  station  that  ambition  can  ever 
attain. 

Of  the  public  life  of  Jamea  Madison  what 
could  I  say  that  is  not  deeply  impressed  upon 
the  memory  and  upon  the  heart  of  every  one 
within  the  sound  of  my  voice  t  Of  his  private 
life,  what  but  must  meet  an  echoing  shout  of 
applause  fiwm  every  voice  within  this  hall  I  Is 
it  not  in  a  pre-eminent  degree  by  eman^ons 
from  his  nund  that  we  are  assembled  here  as 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  and  States  of 
this  Union?  Is  it  not  tranacendentiy  by  his 
exertions  that  we  all  address  each  other  htm 
by  the  endearing  Mpellation  of  oonntrymen  and 
fellow-oitizens !  Of  that  band  of  benefactors 
of  the  human  race,  the  founders  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  Jamea  Madison  is 
the  last  who  is  gone  to  his  reward.  Their 
glorious  work  has  survived  them  alL  They 
have  transmitted  the  predons  bond  of  uni(Ui  to 
us,  now  entirely  a  succeeding  generation  to 
them.  May  it  never  eease  to  be  a  voice  of  ad- 
monition to  us  of  our  duty  to  transmit  the  in- 
heritence  nnimpsired  to  oar  children  of  the 
rising  age. 

Of  the  personal  relations  with  this  great  man, 
which  gave  rise  to  the  long  career  of  public 
service  in  which  twenty  years  of  my  own  life 
have  been  engaged,  it  beoomee  me  not  to  speak. 
The  ftilness  of  the  heart  must  be  silent,  even 
to  the  Buppreedon  of  the  overflowings  of  grati- 
tude and  Section. 

A  message  was  received  firom  the  Senate,  an> 
noundng  Uie  adoption  of  the  following  resola- 
tion  by  that  body : 
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"  Ik  Sdtar  or  tbi  UinnD  SiAns, 

Jinu  80,  1886. 
"JUmdved,  That  a  oommUl^  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  join  Bach  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Houie,  to  con- 
aider  and  report  hj  what  token  of  respect  and  aSJeo- 
tion  it  may  be  proper  for  tlie  Congreaa  of  the 
United  States  to  expieas  the  deep  aenaibility  of  the 
nation  to  the  erent  of  the  decease  of  Mr.  Uadison, 
Just  announced  by  the  President  of  the  United 


"  OrdertA,  That  Mr.  Bins,  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Cal- 
HOVK,  Mr.  Obdndt,  Mr.  Bucbanak,  Mr.  LEIOB,  and 
Mr.  Tallmadoi,  be  the  committee. 

"Attest:  WAITEE  LOWBIE,  Bec'y.^ 

The  House  concnrred  in  the  resolution,  and, 
according  to  a  preyions  order  of  the  Honw,  the 
committee  was  ordered  to  consist  of  one  nom 
each  State  in  the  Union;  and  the  following 
gentlemen  wei^  appointed: 

Mr.  Pattoit,  or  Virginia;  Mr.  Mabon,  of 
Maine ;  Mr.  Oubhman,  of  New  Hampshire ;  Mr. 
AsAMB,  of  Massachnsetts ;  Mr.  Touobt,  of  Oon- 
necticnt;  Mr.  Peakoi,  of  Rhode  Island;  Mr. 
ALLEN,  of  Vermont ;  Mr.  Wabd,  of  New  York ; 
Mr.  Pabkbb,  of  New  Jersey ;  Mr.  Anthont,  of 
Pennsylvania;  Mr.  MnxioAir,  of  Delaware; 
Mr.  W  ASHDfQTON,  of  Maryland ;  Mr.  Dbbbrbt, 
of  North  Carolina ;  Mr.  Gairpro,  of  Sonth  Car- 
olina ;  Mr.  CoiTZB,  of  Geor^a ;  Mr.  Johubok, 
of  Kentucky ;  Mr.  Duijlap,  of  Tennessee ;  Mr. 
MoLekb,  of  Ohio ;  Mr.  Riplsy,  of  Louisiana ; 
Mr.  Oa^  of  Indiana ;  Mr.  Claibobnk,  of  Ws- 
sissippi ;  Mr.  Rkynolds,  of  Illinois ;  Mr.  Ltos, 
of  AJabama;  Mr.  Habbibok,  of  Missouri. 

Ch$rohee  Treaty. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  (Mr.  Lqioolm  in  the  chair)  on  the  "  bill 
making  fxuther  appropriations  for  carrying  into 
effect  certain  bdian  treaties,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Adaub  to  strike  out  the  following  clanse : 

"  For  the  amount  stipulated  to  be  paid  for  the 
lands  ceded  in  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees  of  the  a9th  of  December,  1685,  deducting 
the  cost  of  the  land  to  tie  provided  for  them  west  of 
the  Missisrippi,  under  the  second  article  of  the  treaty, 
$4,(00,000." 

Wett  Point  Academy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OAiiBBUSHa,  the  commit- 
tee then  took  up  the  "  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  Military  Academy  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1886." 

Mr.  PiKBOX,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  CSiair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  An  attempt  was  made  dur- 
ing the  last  Congress  to  bnn^  the  subject  of 
the  reorganization  of  the  Military  Academy 
before  the  country,  throneh  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee. The  same  thing  nas  be«i  done  during 
the  present  session,  again  and  again,  but  aU 
efforts  have  proved  ^ke  nnsuccessfU  I  Still, 
yoa  do  not  cease  to  call  for  appropriationa ; 


yon  require  the  pe<^le*8  moaey  for  the  rapport 
of  the  institntioD,  while  yon  reAise  them  the 
light  neoeesary  to  enable  tiiem  to  Judge  of  the 
prwriety  of  your  aimual  requisitions. 

Whether  the  amount  proposed  to  be  appro- 
priated by  the  bill  upon  your  table  is  too  great 
or  too  small,  or  precisely  snfiSoient  to  wmr  tbe 
current  expenses  of  the  institution,  is  a  matter 
into  which  I  will  not  at  present  inquire ;  bat  I 
shall  feel  bound  to  oppose  the  bill  in  every 
stage  of  its  progress.  I  cannot  vote  a  dn^e 
dollar  until  the  resolntion  of  inqniry^reeented 
by  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hawes,)  at 
an  early  day  in  the  session,  shall  be  first  taken 
n|)  and  disposed  of.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  it 
will  be  said,  because  I  have  heard  the  same 
declaration  on  a  former  occasion,  that  this  is 
not  the  proper  time  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
institution ;  that  the  bill  is  to  make  provistOD 
for  expenses  already'  incurred  in  part ;  and 
whatever  opinions  may  be  entertained  upon 
the  necessity  of  a  reorganization,  the  appn^si- 
ation  most  be  made.  I  say  to  gentlonen  who 
are  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  institation, 
and  to  those  who  believe  that  abuses  eidst, 
which  ought  to  be  exposed  and  corrected,  tjiat 
now  is  their  only  time,  and  this  the  oaly  op- 
portunity during  the  present  session,  to  attain 
their  object,  and  I  trust  they  wiil  steadily  reeist 
the  bill  nnt4  its  friends  shall  find  it  necessary 
to  take  np  the  resolution  of  inquiry  and  give  it 
its  proper  reference. 

Sir,  why  has  this  investi^tion  been  resisted  t 
Is  it  not  an  institution  which  has  already  cost 
this  country  more  than  three  millioos  of  dollaia, 
for  which  you  propose,  in  this  very  bill,  an  ap- 
propriation of  more  than  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty thousand  dollars,  and  which  at  the  saiae 
time,  in  the  estimation  of  a  lane  portion  of  the 
dtixens  in  this  Union,  has  railed,  eminently 
failed,  to  fhlfll  the  objects  for  whiui  it  was  ee- 
tablished,  of  sufficient  interest  and  importanoe 
to  claim  the  consideration  of  a  committee  of 
this  House,  and  of  the  House  itself! 

I  ^ould  have  expected  the  resolution  <tf  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hawss,)  mere- 
ly proposing  an  inquiry,  to  pass  without  oppo- 
sition, had  I  not  witnessed  the  strong  sensa- 
tion, nay,  excitement,  that  was  produced  here, 
at  tne  iMt  session,  by  the  presentation  of  his 
yet  nnpinblished  repmrt  Sir,  if  yon  would  have 
an  exhibition  of  highly  exdted  feeling,  it  re- 
quires littie  observation  to  learn  that  you  may 
Eroduce  it  at  any  moment  by  attacking  such 
iws  as  confer  exdnsive  and  gratuitous  priv- 
ileges. The  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  in- 
quiry,  at  the  last  sesdon  of  Congress,  and  tite 
appointment  of  a  select  committee  under  it, 
were  made  occasion  of  newspaper  parw'aphs, 
which,  in  tone  of  lamentation,  and  direfnl  pre- 
diction, rivalled  the  most  highly  wrought  spe- 
cimens of  the  panic  era.  One  of  those  artides 
I  preserved,  and  have  before  me.  It  com- 
mences thus :  "  The  arehiUet*  of  ruin. — ^This 
name  has  been  appropriately  given  to  tiiose  who 
are  leading  on  the  base,  the  ignorant,  and  tbe  im- 
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prindpled,  in  a  remoraelem  war  upon  all  tiie 
gnards  and  defences  of  aodety." 

I  introdnee  it  here  merelj'  to  show  what  are, 
in  certain  quarters,  consida^d  the  guards  and 
defences  of  society.  After  various  compliments, 
similar  to  that  just  cited,  the  article  proceeds : 
"  All  this  Is  dangerous  as  noTel,  and  the  ulti- 
mate results  cannot  be  contemplated  without 
ansiety.  If  this  spirit  extends,  who  can  check 
it  I  '  Down  with  the  Bank ;'  '  down  with  the 
Military  Academy ;'  '  down  with  the  Judici- 
ary ;'  '  down  with  the  Senate ;'  will  be  follow- 
ed by  watchwords  of  a  worse  character." 
Here,  Mr.  Chairman,  yon  have  the  United 
States  Bank  first,  and  then  the  Military  Acade- 
my, as  the  guards  and  defences  of  your  country. 
If  It  be  so,  yon  are  indeed  feebly  protected. 
One  of  these  guards  and  defences  is  already 
tottering.  And  who  are  "  the  architects  of 
rain"  that  have  resolved  its  downfall?  Are 
they  the  base,  the  ignorant,  and  the  unprin- 
cipled t  Ko,  sir.  The  most  pnre  and  patri- 
otic portion  of  your  community ;  the  stud, 
indnstrioos,  intelligent  farmers  and  mechanics, 
tfafougfa  a  public  servant  who  has  met  respon- 
abilities,  and  seconded  their  wishes,  with  equal 
intrqtidity  and  success,  in  the  camp  and  in  the 
caUnet,  have  accomplished  this  great  work. 
Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  no  real  dsjiger  to  be 
apprehended  fix>m  this  much-dreaded  levelling 
principle. 

From  the  middling  interest  yon  have  derived 
jonr  moat  able  and  e£Bcient  support  in  the 
most  ^oomy  and  trying  periods  of  your  his- 
tory. And  what  have  thev  asked  in  return! 
Nothing  but  the  common  advantages  and  bless- 
ings of  a  free  Oovemmont,  administered  under 
emul  and  impartial  laws.  They  are  respotui- 
we  ft>r  no  portion  of  your  legislation,  which, 
through  its  partial  and  unjust  operation,  has 
shaken  this  Union  to  its  centre.  That  has  had 
its  origin  in  a  different  quarter,  sustained  by 
wealth,  the  wealth  of  monopolies,  and  the  pow- 
er and  inflnence  which  wealth,  thus  accumu- 
lated and  disposed,  never  fails  to  control.  In- 
deed, sir,  while  &r  fh>m  demanding  at  yonr 
hands  spiecial  favors  for  themselves,  they  have 
not,  in  tnv  judgment  been  suCBciently  jealous 
of  all  legislation  conferring  exclusive  and  gra- 
taxtooi  i«ivi]^ea. 

That  the  law  creating  the  institution  of 
vbich  I  am  now  speaking,  and  the  practice 
midttr  it,  is  strongly  marked  by  both  these  char- 
acterisdcs,  is  ^>parent  at  a  single  glance.  It 
is  gratuitous,  because  those  who  are  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  obtain  admission  there  receive  their 
edooadon  withont  any  obligation,  except  such 
as  a  sense  of  honor  may  impoaie,  to  return, 
either  by  service  or  otherwise,  tiie  slightest 
equivalent.  It  is  exdnsive,  inasmuch  as  only 
one  yoath  out  of  a  population  of  more  than 
47,000  can  participate  in  its  advantages  at  the 
same  time ;  and  those  who  are  socoessfbl  are 
admitted  at  an  age,  when  their  characters  cannot 
haive  become  developed,  and  with  very  little 
knowledge  of  their  aoaptation,  mental  or  jby»- 


ical,  for  military  life.  The  system  disregards 
one  of  those  great  principles  which,  carried  in- 
to practice,  contriouted,  perhaps,  more  than 
any  other,  to  render  the  arms  of  Napoleon  invin- 
cible for  BO  many  years.  Who  does  not  per- 
ceive that  it  destroys  the  very  life  and  spring 
of  military  ardor  and  enthusiasm,  by  utterly 
foreclosing  all  hope  of  promotion  to  the  s(ddier 
and  non-commissioned  officer  ?  However  mer- 
itorious may  be  his  services,  however  pre-emi- 
nent may  become  his  qualifications  for  com- 
mand, all  is  unavailing.  The  portcullis  is  drop- 
ped between  him  and  preferment ;  the  wisdom 
of  your  laws  having  provided  another  criterion 
than  that  of  admitted  courage  and  conduct,  by 
which  to  determine  who  are  worthy  of  com- 
mand. They  have  made  an  Academy,  where  a 
certain  number  of  young  gentlemen  are  edu- 
cated annually  at  the  pnbUo  expense,  and  to 
which  there  is,  of  consequence,  a  general  nub, 
not  so  much  from  sentiments  of  patriotism  and 
a  taste  for  military  life,  as  from  motives  leas 
worthy — the  avenue,  and  the  only  avenue,  to 
rank  in  yonr  army.  These  are  truths,  Mr. 
Chairman,  which  no  man  will  pretend  to  deny ; 
and  I  leave  it  for  this  House  and  the  nation  to 
determine  whether  they  do  not  exhibit  a  ^irit 
of  exclusiveness,  alike  at  variance  with  the  ge- 
nius of  yonr  Government  and  the  efficiency 
and  chivalrous  character  of  your  military  fwoe. 

Sir,  no  man  can  feel  more  deeply  interested 
in  the  army,  or  entertain  a  higher  regard  for 
it,  than  mynelf.  My  earliest  recollections  con- 
nect themselves  fondly  and  grateftilly  with  the 
names  of  the  brave  men  who,  relinquishing  the 
quiet  and  security  of  civil  life,  were  sttddng 
their  all  upon  the  defence  of  their  country's 
rights  and  honor.  One  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed among  that  noble  band  now  occupies  and 
honors  a  seat  upon  this  floor. 

It  is  not  fit  that  I  should  indulge  in  expres- 
sions of  personal  respect  and  admiration,  which 
I  am  sure  would  find  a  hearty  response  in  the 
bosom  of  every  member  of  this  committee.  I 
allude  to  him  merely  to  express  the  hope  that, 
on  some  occasion,  we  may  have,  upon  this  anb- 
ject,  the  benefit  of  his  experience  and  observa- 
tion. And  if  his  opinions  shall  differ  from  my 
own,  I  promise  careftdly  to  review  every  step 
by  whidi  I  have  been  led  to  my  present  con- 
clusions. Ton  cannot  noistake  me,  sir ;  I  refer 
to  the  hero  of  Erie.  I  have  declared  myself 
the  friend  of  the  army.  Satisfy  me,  then,  what 
measures  are  best  calculated  to  render  it  effec- 
tive, and  what  all  desire  it  to  be,  and  I  go  for 
the  proposition  with  my  whole  heart. 

But  I  cannot  believe  that  the  Military  Acad- 
emy, as  at  present  organized,  is  calculated  to 
accomplish  this  desirable  end.  It  may,  and 
undoubtedly  does,  send  forth  into  the  country 
much  military  knowledge ;  bnt  the  advantage 
which  your  army,  or  that  which  will  constitirte 
your  army  in  time  of  need,  derives  from  it,  is 
by  no  means  commensurate  with  the  expeikse 
yon  incur.  Here,  Mr.  Chairman,  permit  me  to 
say  that  I  deny,  att^y,  the  expedioiQy,  tad 


Digitized  by 


Google 


40 


ABKIDaMBNT  OP  THB 


H.  OF  R.] 


Wea  Point  Acadev^ 


[Jmn,  1888- 


the  right  to  educate,  at  the  public  expense,  any 
Eumber  of  young  men  who,  on  the  completioa 
of  their  education,  are  not  to  form  a  portion 
of  your  military  force,  but  to  return  to  the 
valkg  of  private  life.  Such  was  never  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Military  Academy  until  after  the 
law  of  1812  ;  and  the  doctrine,  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertmn,  was  first  formally  an- 
nounced by  a  distinguished  individual,  at  this 
time  sufficiently  jealous  of  the  exercise  of  ex- 
ecutive patronage,  and  greatly  alarmed  by  what 
he  conceives  to  be  the  tendencies  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  centralism  and  consolidation.  It 
may  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  communicated  to  Congress  in  1819. 

If  it  shall,  upon  due  consideration,  receive 
the  sanction  of  Congress  and  the  country,  I 
can  see  no  limit  to  the  exercise  of  power  and 
Government  patronage.  Follow  out  the  prin- 
ciple, and  where  will  it  lead  you  ?  You  confer 
upon  the  Kational  Government  the  absolute 
guardianship  of  literature  and  science,  military 
and  civil ;  you  need  not  stop  at  military  science ; 
any  one,  in  the  wide  range  of  sciences,  becomes 
at  once  a  legitimate  and  constitutional  object 
of  your  patronage ;  you  are  confined  by  no  lim- 
it but  your  discretion ;  yon  have  no  check 
but  your  own  good  pleasure.  If  yon  may  af- 
ford instruction,  at  tka  public  expense,  in  the 
languages,  in  philosophy,  in  chemistry,  and  in 
the  exact  sciences,  to  young  gentlemen  who 
are  under  no  obligation  to  enter  the  service  of 
their  country,  but  are,  in  fact,  destined  for  civil 
•  life,  why  may  you  not,  by  parity  of  reasoning, 
provide  the  means  of  a  legal,  or  theological,  or 
medical  education,  on  the  ground  that  the  re- 
cipients of  your  bounty  wiU  carry  forth  a  fund 
of  useful  knowledge,  that  may,  at  some  time, 
nnder  some  circumstances,  produce  a  beneficial 
influence,  and  promote  "  the  general  welfare  f " 
Sir,  I  fear  that  even  some  of  us  may  live  to  see 
the  day  when  this  "  general  welfare  "  of  your 
constitution  will  leave  us  little  ground  to  boast 
of  a  Government  of  limited  powers.  But  I  did 
not  propose  at  this  time  to  discuss  the  abstract 

Snestion  of  constitutional  right.  I  will  regard 
be  expediency  alone ;  and  whether  the  power 
exist  or  not,  its  exercise,  in  an  institution  like 
this,  is  subversive  of  the  only  principle  upon 
which  a  school,  oondncted  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, can  be  made  profitable  to  the  pubUo  ser- 
vice— that  of  making  an  admission  into  yonr 
school,  and  an  education  there,  secondary  to  an 
i^pointment  in  the  army.  Sir,  this  distinctive 
feiUare  characterized  all  yonr  legislation,  and 
all  executive  recommendations,  down  to  1810. 
I  may  as  well  notice  here,  as  at  any  time,  an 
answer  which  has  always  been  ready  when  ob- 
jections have  been  raised  to  this  institution — 
an  answer  which,  if  it  has  not  proved  quite  sat- 
isfactory to  minds  that  yield  their  assent  more 
readily  to  strong  reasons  than  to  the  authority 
of  great  names,  has  yet,  unquestionably,  exer- 
cised a  powerAil  influence  upon  the  public 
mind.  It  has  not  gone  forth  upon  the  author-* 
itf  of  an  individual  merely,  but  has  been  pub- 


lished to  the  world  with  the  approbation  of  a 
committee  of  a  former  Congress.  It  is  this: 
that  the  institution  has  received  at  different  times 
the  sanction  of  such  names  as  Washington, 
Adams,  and  Jefferson ;  and  this  has  been  claim- 
ed with  such  boldness,  and  in  a  form  so  impos- 
ing, as  almost  to  forbid  any  question  of  its  ac- 
curacy. If  this  were  correct,  in  point  of  fact, 
it  would  be  entitled  to  the  most  profound  re- 
spect and  consideration,  and  no  change  should 
be  urged  against  the  weight  of  such  authority, 
without  m^nre  deliberation,  and  thorough  con- 
viction of  expediency.  Unfortunately  for  the 
advocates  of  the  institution,  and  fortunately  for 
the  interests  of  the  country,  this  claim  cannot 
be  sustained  by  reference  to  executive  dooa- 
ments,  from  the  first  report  of  General  Enoz, 
in  1790,  to  the  dose  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  admin- 
istration. 

The  error  has  nndoubtedly  innocently  oc- 
curred, by  confounding  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point  as  it  was,  with  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point  as  it  is.  The  report  of 
Secretary  Enoz,  just  referred  to,  is  character- 
ized by  this  distinctive  feature — that  the  corps 
proposed  to  he  oi^anized  were  "  to  serve  as  an 
actual  defence  to  the  conunnnity,"  and  to  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  active  mUitwy  force  of  the 
country,  "  to  serve  in  the  field,  or  on  the  fron- 
tier, or  in  the  fortifications  of  the  sea-coast,  as 
the  commander-in-chief  may  direct."  At  a  la- 
ter period,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
(Mr.  McHenry,)  communicated  to  Congress  in 
1800,  alUiough  it  proposed  a  plan  for  military 
schools,  differing  in  many  essential  particulars 
from  those  whicm  had  preceded  it,  still  retained 
the  distinctive  feature  just  named  as  character- 
izing the  report  of  General  Enoz. 

With  regard  to  educating  young  men  grata- 
itonsly,  which,  whatever  may  have  been,  the 
design,  I  am  prepared  to  show  is  the  practical 
operation  of  the  Academy,  as  at  present  organ- 
ized, I  cannot,  perhaps,  exhibit  more  deariy  the 
sentiments  of  the  Executive  at  that  early  daf  , . 
urgent  as  was  the  occasion,  and  strong  as  must 
have  been  the  desire,  to  give  strength  and 
eflSciency  to  the  military  force,  than  by  reading 
one  or  two  paragraphs  from  a  supplementary  re> 
port  of  SecretMy  McHenry,  adorcssed  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Defence,  on  the 
3l8t  January,  1800. 

The  Secretary  says : 

"  Agreeably  to  the  plan  of  the  IQlitary  Academy, 
the  directors  thereof  are  to  be  officers  taken  from  the 
anny ;  consequently,  no  expense  will  be  incurred  by 
such  appointments.  The  plan  also,  contemplates 
that  officers  of  the  army,  oideta,  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  shall  receive  instmctton  in  the 
Academy.  As  the  rations  and  ftael  whidt  they  are 
entitled  to  in  the  army  will  suffice  for  them  in  the 
Academy,  no  additional  expense  will  be  required 
for  object}  of  maintenance  while  there. 

"  ^e  expenses  of  servants  and  certain  incidental 
expenses  relative  to  the  police  and  administraUim, 
may  be  deftayed  by  those  who  shall  be  admitted, 
out  of  their  pay  and  emoluments." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DXBATB8  QP  OOKQBSSS. 


41 


3vsm,  1886w] 


W9tt  Poim  JLCUdfKI^ 


[H.  or  B. 


Yoa  will  obseire,  Kr.  Chairman,  ftvm  the 
phraseology  of  the  report,  that  all  were  to  oon- 
etitnte  a  part  of  yoor  actual  military  force ; 
and  that  whaterer  additional  chargea  uionld  be 
incm-red,  were  to  be  defi-a^ed  by  those  who 
might  rooeive  the  advantages  of  instmcdon. 
These  were  proviriona,  just  as  they  are  im- 
portant. Let  me  call  your  attention  for  a  mo- 
ment to  a  report  of  Colonel  Williams,  which 
was  made  the  subject  of  a  special  message, 
eommnnicated  to  ODngress  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  on 
the  ISth  of  March,  1808. 

The  extract  I  propose  to  read,  as  sustaining 
fblly  the  views  of  Mr.  McHenry  upon  this 
point,  is  in  the  following  words : 

**  It  n^i^  be  wdl  to  make  the  (dan  npon  sodi  a 
aede  •■  not  only  to  take  in  the  minor  officen  of  the 
utfj,  bat  also  any  yootbi  &om  any  of  the  States  who 
ni^  wish  for  sadi  an  education,  whether  designed 
ftr  Ae  army  or  nary,  or  neitlier,  and  let  them'be 
asMSBed  to  the  value  of  their  education,  wliich  might 
ktm  a  fimd  for  extra  or  contingent  expenses." 

Sr,  these  are  the  tme  doctrines  npon  this 
■alJMt:  dootaines  worthy  of  the  administra- 
tion «nd«r  which  they  were  promulgated,  and 
ia  aoeordanoe  with  the  views  of  statesmen  in 
Am  earlier  and  purer  days  of  the  republic. 

6tve  to  Uie  offioera  of  your  army  the  highest 
advantages  for  perfection  in  all  the  branches 
of  military  sdenoe,  and  let  those  advantages  be 
<^ea  to  dO,  fai  rotation,  and  under  such  terms 
aad  r^n>lations  as  shall  be  at  once  impartial 
toward  the  ofBoers,  and  advantageous  to  the 
service ;  bat  let  all  young  gentlemen  who  have 
a  taste  for  military  life,  and  desire  to  adopt 
arms  as  a  professi<»,  prepare  themselves  for 
ssbordinate  sitnations  at  their  own  expense,  or 
at  the  expense  of  their  parents  or  guardians,  in 
the  same  manner  that  the  yonth  of  the  country 
are  qoalified  for  the  pro&srions  of  civil  life. 
Sir,  while  npon  this  subject  of  gratuitous  edn- 
eatloa,  I  will  read  an  extract  from  "  Dupin's 
Military  Force  of  Great  Britain,"  to  show  what 
&vor  it  finds  in  anothw  country,  flrom  the 
practice  and  experience  of  which  we  may  de- 
rive Botae  advantages,  however  far  fl-om  ap- 
proving ot  its  institations  generally.  The  ex- 
tneC  is  fi-om  the  Sd  voL,  71st  page,  and  relates. 
to  tbe  terms  on  which  young  gentlemen  are 
admitted  to  the  Junior  dq>artments  of  the  Boy- 
al  Military  Cdl^  at  Sandhurst 

"  First.  TIm  boos  of  officers  of  all  ranks,  whether 
of  the  land  or  sea  forces,  who  liave  died  in  the 
BQTice,  leaving  their  iamilies  in  peoonlsnr  distrees ; 
this  daas  are  instmcted,  boarded,  and  habited, 
gmtnitonsly  by  tlie  State;  being  required  only  to 
provide  their  equipments  on  admiaaion,  and  to 
«».hrf.h«  tiwrnselves  in  linen. 

"  Seomully.  Tlie  soos  of  all  ofSoers  of  the  army 
above  the  ruik  of  subalterns  actually  in  tlie  serrioe, 
and  iriio  pay  a  sum  proportioned  to  their  ranlcs,  ac- 
""■^'"g  to  a  scale  per  annum  r^ulated  by  the  supreme 
board.  The  sons  of  living  naval  officers  of  rank  not 
below  tiiat  of  master  and  rmnmniAr  are  also  ad- 
mitted on  payment  of  annual  stipeniB;  similar  to  tliose 
sf  eooesponding  ranks  in  tbearmy.    The  orphan  sons 


of  oiBcers,  who  have  not  left  their  fiunHles  in  peoaniary 
diiBcultiea,  are  admitted  into  this  dan  on  paying  the 
stipends  required  of  offioen  of  the  raidc  held  by  their 
paraita  at  the  time  of  tlieir  decease. 

"  Thirdly.  The  sons  of  noblemen  and  private 
gentlemen  who  pay  a  yeariy  sum  equivalent  to  tlie 
expenses  of  their  education,  board,  and  clothing, 
according  to  a  rate  regulated  from  time  to  time  by 
the  rnmmlni^iiiinm  " 

Sir,  let  it  be  remembered  that  these  are  the 
regulations  of  a  Government  which,  witii  all 
its  wealth  and  power,  is,  from  its  struotnre  and 
practice,  groaning  under  the  accumulated  weight 
of  pensions,  sinecures,  and  gratuitiee,  and  yet 
you  observe  that  only  one  daes,  "  the  sons  of 
officers  of  all  ranks,  whether  of  the  land  or  sea 
forces,  who  have  died  in  the  service,  leaving 
their  families  in  pecuniary  distress,"  are  edu- 
cated gratnitonsly. 

I  do  not  approve  even  of  this,  hot  I  hold  it  up 
in  contrast  with  yonr  own  principles  and  prao- 
tioe. 

If  the  patience  of  the  committee  would  war- 
rant me,  Mr.  Ohidrman,  I  could  show,  by  refer- 
ence to  executive  communications,  and  the  con- 
current legislation  of  Congress  in  1794,  179S, 
1802,  and  1808,  that,  prior  to  the  last-mention- 
ed date,  such  an  institution  as  we  now  have 
was  neither  recommended  nor  contemplated. 
Upon  this  point  I  will  not  detain  you  longer ; 
bnt  when  hereafter  confronted  by  tiie  authority 
of  great  names,  I  trust  we  shall  be  told  where 
the  expressions  of  approbation  are  to  be  fbnnd. 
We  may  then  judge  of  their  applicability  to  the 
IGlitary  Academy  as  at  present  organized. 

I  am  &r  from  desiring  to  see  this  country 
destitute  of  a  Military  Academy ;  but  I  would 
have  it  a  school  of  practice,  and  instruction, 
for  officers  actually  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States :  not  an  institution  for  educating,  gratu- 
itously, young  gentiemen,  who,  on  the  comple- 
tion of  tAeir  term,  or  after  a  few  months'  leave 
of  absence,  resign  their  commissiona  and  return 
to  the  pursuits  of  civil  life.  . 

If  any  one  doubts  that  this  is  the  practical 
operation  of  yonr  present  system,  I  refer  him 
to  the  annual  list  of  resignations,  to  be  found 
in  the  adjutant  general's  office. 

Firmly  as  I  am  convinced  of  the  necessity 
of  a  reorganization,  I  would  take  no  step  to 
create  an  unjust  prejudice  against  the  iiuititn- 
tdon.  AH  that  I  ask,  and,  so  fiu:  as  I  know,  all 
that  any  of  the  opponents  of  the  institution  ask, 
is,  that  after  a  tad  and  impartial  investigation, 
it  shall  stand  or  fall  upon  its  merits.  I  know 
there  are  graduates  of  tiie  institution  who  are 
ornaments  to  the  army,  and  an  htmor  to  their 
country ;  bnt  they,  and  not  the  seminary,  are 
entitled  to  the  credit.  Here  I  would  remark, 
once  for  all,  tiiat  I  do  not  reflect  upon  the 
officers  or  pupils  of  the  Academy ;  it  is  to  the 
principles  of  the  institution  itself  as  at  present 
organized,  that  I  object.  It  is  often  atud  tiiat 
the  graduates  leave  the  institution  with  senti- 
ments that  but  ill  accord  with  the  feelings  and 
opinions  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  that 
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GoTemment  from  which  they  derive  the  means 
of  edacation,  and  that  many  who  take  oommis- 
Bions  possess  few  qnaliflcations  for  the  command 
of  men,  either  in  war  or  in  peace.  Most  of  the 
members  of  this  House  have  had  more  or  less 
intercourse  with  these  yonng  gentlemen,  and  I 
leave  it  for  each  indiTidnal  to  form  his  own 
opinion  of  the  correctness  of  the  charges. 
Ijjns  much  I  will  say  for  myself,  that  I  believe 
that  these  and  greater  evils,  are  the  natural,  if 
not  inevitable,  result  of  the  principles  in  which 
this  institution  is  founded ;  and  any  system  of 
edooatioD,  established  upon  similar  principles, 
on  QoTemment  patronage  alone,  wiU  produce 
like  resnlts,  now  and  forever.  Sir,  wnat  are 
some  of  these  results  ?  By  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated  January,  1881,  we  are 
informed  that,  "  by  an  estimate  of  the  last  five 
years,  (preceding  tiiat  date,)  it  appears  that  the 
flupply  of  the  army  from  the  corps  of  graduated 
cadets  has  averaged  about  twenty-two  annual- 
ly, while  those  who  graduated  are  about  forty, 
makiDg  in  each  year  an  excess  of  eighteen. 
The  number  received  annually  into  the  Acade- 
my averages  one  hundred,  of  which  only  the 
number  stated,  to  wit :  forty,  pass  through  the 
prescribed  course  of  education  at  schools,  and 
become  supernumerary  lieutenants  in  the  ar- 
my." By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
December,  1830,  we  are  informed  that  "the 
number  of  promotions  to  the  army  from  this 
corps  for  the  last  five  years,  has  averaged  about 
twenty-two  annually,  while  the  number  of  grad- 
uates has  been  at  an  average  of  forty.  This 
excess,  which  is  annoally  increasing,  has  placed 
eighty-seven  in  wuting  until  vacancies  shall 
take  place ;  and  shows  that,  in  the  next  year, 
probably,  and  in  the  succeeding  one,  certainly, 
there  will  be  an  excess  beyond  what  the  exist- 
ing law  authorizes  to  be  commissioned.  There 
will  then  be  one  hundred  and  six  sapemume- 
rary  brevet  second  lieutenants  appurtenant  to 
the  army,  at  an  average  annual  expense  of  $80,- 
000."  Sir,  that  resnlts  here  disclosed  were  not 
antidpated  by  Mr.  Madison,  is  apparent  from  a 
recurrence  to  his  messages  of  1810  and  1811. 

In  passing  the  law  of  1812  ,both  Ciongress  and 
the  President  acted  for  the  occasion,  and  they 
expected  those  who  should  succeed  them  to  act 
in  a  similar  maimer.  Their  feelings  of  patriot- 
ism and  resentment  were  aroused,  by  benolding 
the  privileges  of  freemen  wantonly  invaded, 
our  (^cnions  stars  and  stripes  disre^rded,  and 
national  and  individual  rights  trampled  in  the 
dust.  The  war  was  pending.  The  necessity 
for  increasing  the  military  force  of  the  country 
was  obvious  and  pressing,  and  the  urgent  occa- 
sion for  increased  facilities  for  milita^  instruc- 
tion equally  apparent. 

Sir,  it  was  under  circnmstanoes  like  these, 
when  we  hod  not  only  enemies  abroad,  but  I 
blush  to  say,  enemies  at  home,  that  the  institu- 
tion, as  at  present  organized,  had  its  orijpn.  It 
will  hardly  be  pretended  that  it  was  the  origi- 
nal design  of  tue  law  to  augment  the  number  I 


of  perscms  instructed  beycHid  the  wants  of  the 
public  service. 

Well,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  shows  that, 
for  five  years  prior  to  1881,  the  Academy  had 
famished  eighteen  supernumeraries  annually. 
A  practical  operation  of  this  character  has  no 
sanction  in  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son. The  report  demonstrates,  farther,  the 
fi-nitfnlness  and  utility  of  this  institution,  by 
showing  the  fJEWt,  that  but  two-fifths  of  those 
who  enter  the  Academy  graduate,  and  that  bnt 
a  fraction  more  than  one-fifth  enter  the  public 
service. 

This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  administration  of 
the  Academy ;  it  is  not  the  fault  of  young  gen- 
tlemen who  are  sent  there ;  on  your  present 
peace  establishment  thn-e  can  be  but  httie  to 
stimulate  them,  particularly  in  the  acqniMtioo 
of  military  science.  There  can  hardly  be  bat 
one  object  in  the  mind  of  the  student,  aM  that 
would  be  to  obtain  an  education  for  the  pur- 
poses of  civil  life.  The  difficulty  is,  that  the 
mstitution  has  outiived  both  the  occasion  that 
called  it  into  existence  and  its  original  design. 

I  have  before  remarked  that  the  Academy 
was  manifastl^  enlarged  to  oorreqtond  with  tbie 
army  and  militia  actually  to  be  called  into  sw-  ' 
vice.  Look,  then,  for  a  moment,  at  facts,  and 
observe  witn  how  much  wisdom,  Justice,  and 
sound  policy,  you  retain  the  provisions  of  the 
law  of  1812.  The  total  authorized  force  of 
1818,  after  the  declaration  of  war,  was  68,264 ; 
and  in  October,  1814,  the  military  establish- 
ment amounted  to  62,428.  By  the  act  of  March, 
1816,  the  peace  establishment  was  limited  to 
10,000,  ana  now  hardly  exceeds  that  number. 
Thus  yon  make  a  redaction  of  more  than 
60,000  in  your  actual  military  force,  to  accom- 
modate the  expenses  of  the  Government  to  its 
wants.  And  why  do  you  refhse  to  do  the  same 
with  your  grand  system  of  public  education  t 
Why  does  that  remain  unchanged?  Why  not 
reduce  it  at  once,  at  least  to  the  aotnal  wants 
of  the  service,  and  dispense  with  your  corps  of 
supernumerary  lientenuits  ?  Sir,  there  is,  there 
can  be,  bnt  one  answer  to  the  question,  and 
that  may  be  found  in  the  war  report  of  1819, 
to  which  I  have  before  had  occasion  to  allude. 
The  Secretary  says,  "  the  cadet  who  cannot  be 
provided  for  in  the  army  will  retnm  to  private 
life;  but  in  the  event  of  a  war  their  knofd- 
edge  will  not  be  lost  to  the  oonntry." 

Indeed^  sir,  these  young  gentlemen,  if  they 
could  be  mdttoed  to  take  the  field,  would,  after 
a  lapse  of  ten  or  fifteen  years,  come  up  from 
the  Wff,  or  it  may  be  the  pulpit,  fresh  in  mfli- 
tary  science,  and  admirably  qualified  for  com- 
mand in  the  face  of  an  enemy  I 

The  magazine  of  facts,  to  prove  at  the  same 
glance  the  extravagance  and  unfhiitftilnees  of 
this  institution,  is  not  easily  exhausted ;  but  I 
am  admonished  by  the  lateness  of  the  hour  to 
omit  many  considerations  which  I  regard  as 
both  interesting  and  important.  I  will  only 
detfdn  tiie  cdbnittee  to  make  a  single  state- 
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Bient,  pladng  aide  by  side  some  aggregate  r»- 
aolta.  There  has  already  been  expended  npon 
tiie  institiititm  more  tnan  three  millioiu  tluree 
hundred  thonaand  doDars.  Between  181S  and 
1881,  thirteoi  hundred  and  eighteen  stodoits 
were  admitted  into  the  Academy ;  and  of  all 
the  cadets  who  were  evrar  there,  only  two  hnn- 
dred  and  sixty-fiye  remained  in  the  Beryioe  at 
tite  end  of  1880.  Here  are  the  expenses  yon 
have  inenrred,  and  tiie  prodncts  yon  have 
reaBxed. 

I  leave  titem  to  be  balanced  br  the  people. 
Bat,  for  myseUI  belieying  aa  I  do  that  ti>«  Acad- 
emy stands  forth  as  an  anomaly  among  the 
institntions  of  tiiis  ooontry ;  that  it  is  at  ra- 
rianoe  with  the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of  the 
eonstitntioii  nnder  which  we  lire ;  so  long  as 
this  Honae  shall  deny  investigation  into  its 
winoples  and  practical  operation,  I,  as  an  in- 
dlTidml  membw,  will  refuse  to  aopropriate  the 
first  dollar  for  its  snpport 

Jb.  Oaubbeudto  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  and  report  the  "  bill  for  the  suppression 
of  Indiaa  hostilitiea,"  and  lay  the  one  nnder 
eonnderatioa  adde. 

Mr.  Biaass  objected  to  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to  without  a  divi- 
tion,  and  Mr.  FntsoK  oonolnded  his  remarks. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  both 
the  above  bills  to  the  House,  when  the  amend- 
ments to  both  were  severally  concurred  in,  and 
they  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

J)»atk  of  ^i-Prmdmt  Madiicn. 

lb.  Patioh,  from  the  select  committee,  made 
.  the  following  report : 

"  The  President  of  the  TTnited  States  having  com- 
mimicated  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  the  melan- 
Aaij  intdUgence  of  the  death  of  their  iUostrioos 
ind  beloved  fellow-citizen,  Jakis  UumoM,  of  Vir- 
ginia, late  Preadent  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
two  Honses  sharing  in  the  geneial  grief  wliich  this 
iSstrearing  event  most  produce: 

'*Iti»£nd  by  tin  8*naU  and  ffoutt  o/Rmnunt- 
•<iwt  «^  tki  Oitited  BtaUt  of  Ameriea  in  Uongrut 
ammlhd.  That  the  ch^rs  of  the  President  of  the 
Seoate,  and  oS  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentativta  be  shrouded  in  Made  during  the  present 
searioo;  and  that  the  President  of  the  Senate,  the 
8peak«  of  the  House  of  Bem'eaentatiTes,  and  the 
memben  and  officers  of  both  Houses,  wear  the  usual 
badge  of  mooming  for  thirty  dajg. 

"  JUiehed,  That  it  be  reoommended  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  wear  crape  on  the  left  ann, 
H  moaning,  tor  thirty  days. 

"JUaolwei,  That  the  Freridest  of  the  Ui^ted 
States  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
Imions  to  168.  Madison,  and  to  assure  her  of  the 
pnfoottd  reqwet  of  the  two  Honses  of  CongreaB  for 
her  penon  uid  diaiacter,  and  of  thoir  stnoere  oon- 
doloice  on  the  late  afflirting  dispensation  of  Frovi- 


The  report  and  resolutions  were  conomred 
in  imanimoaaly. 
On  moticm  of  Hx.  Bmeesi 
The  House  then  a^Jonmeo. 


MonDAT,  July  4. 

Ttxai  Indtpmdenee. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Yirginie,  from  the  Committee 

on  Foreign  AfEairs,  made  a  report  in  rel^on 

to  the  affairs  of  Texas,  aooampaaied  by  the  fol- 

lowing  reeolntions : 

"  1.  Sttolttd,  That  the  independence  of  Texas 
ought  to  be  aclcnowledged  by  the  United  States, 
whenever  satisfactory  information  has  been  recdved 
that  it  has  fai  succeasfid  operation  a  civil  Oovem- 
ment,  eapable  of  performing  the  duties  and  AilSlUng 
the  obligations  M  an  independent  power. 

"  >.  Jinolttd,  That  the  House  of  RepreaenUtivea 
peroeive  with  satis&etion  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  adopted  measnraa  to  ascertain 
the  political,  military,  and  civil  condition  of  Texas." 

Mr.  Adavs  moved  to  lay  the  report  and  re- 
solntions  on  the  table.  Negatived — ^yeas  40^ 
nays  108. 

Mr.  PsTTOH'  demanded  the  previous  qnestian 
npon  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  "Wn.T.TAMH,  of  North  Carolina,  thought  it 
not  necessary,  and  he  therefore  begged  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  PiTTOiT  refused,  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  time  to  discuss  the  snbject. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded — ayes 
80,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Haedik  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  AoAna  called  for  a  division  of  the  qnes- 
tion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  resolution, 
and  was — ^yeas  188,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

Txis. — ^Messrs.  Ash,  Bell,  Boekee,  Bond,  Bonldin, 
Boyd,  Bunch,  Bynnm,  J.  Calboon,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  G.  Ghambeis, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clere- 
land,  Coifee,  Coles,  Connor,  Cnshing,  Coshman, 
Darlington,  Denny,  Dickerson,  Double(hty,  Dnnlap, 
Forester,  French,' W.  E.  Fuller,  Oalbraith,  J.  Oar- 
land,  R.  Garland,  Gillet,  Granger,  Griffin,  Haley, 
J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlui,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
Haynea,  Henderson,  Heister,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  lageraoll, 
Ingham,  J.  Jackson,  R.  H.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson, 
H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Bannard,  Lane,  Lawler, 
Lay,  O.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lucas, 
Lyon,  J.  Mann,  Martin,  J.  Y.  Mason,  W.  Mason,  Mau- 
ry, May,  McCaJrty,  McKay,  MoEennan,  McKim,  Mo- 
Leae,  Mercer,  ICller,  Muligan,  Montgomery,  Mor- 
nn,  Morris,  Muhlenben,  Owens,  Page,  Parker, 
Patterson,  Patton,  F.  Pierce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Pinckney,  Bencher,  John  Reynolds,  Ripley, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Seymour,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Sbinn,  Sickles,  Sloane,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Thomas, 
J.  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Underwood,  Ward, 
Washington,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  t, 
Wdliams,  B.  Williams— 128. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Bidley,  Beale, 
Clark,  Crane,  Grennell,  H.  HaD,  Hazeltine,  Jarvis, 
Lawrence,  IJnooln,  Love,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phillips, 
Potts,  Reed,  RnsseU,  Hade,  Vinton— 20. 

So  the  first  reeolati(»i  was  adopted. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44 


ABBIDaMENT  OF  THI 


H.  wB.] 


[Jolt,  18sa. 


The  qaestdon  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
resolntion,  and  was — ^yeas  118,  naTS  8S. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.  M.  Johnson,  the  House 
took  up  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate 
proposing  the  appointment  of  a  Johit  commit- 
tee to  wait  on  uie  President  of  the  United 
States  with  the  nsnal  message,  and  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Hoose  was  ordered  to 
oonoist  of  two. 


DUeharffe  cf  Committeet. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Habdqt,  all  the  committees 
of  the  House  were  discharged  from  the  farther 
consideration  of  snch  subjects  as  had  been  re- 
ferred to  them  and  had  not  been  acted  <». 

Mr,  B.  M.  JomraoK,  from  the  select  ^oint 
committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  made  the  nsoal  report. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Pabkhb,  at  2  o'dook, 

The  House  acljonnied,  rine  die. 
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TWEimr-FoimTH  coiigress -second  session. 


PKOCEElDmGS  m  THE  SENATE. 


]foHi>i.T,  Deoemoer  6, 1836. 

The  Senate  assembled  at  12  o'clock,  M. 

The  Yios  Presidknt  took  the  chair,  and  the 
fonowing  Senators  appeared  in  their  seats, 
viz.: 

TSi.  BceGLBS,  from  Maine ;  Messrs.  Hubbabd 
and  Fa0x,  from  New  Hampshire ;  Messrs.  Prxn- 
Tise  and  Swnr,  from  Yermont;  Mr.  Datis, 
from  Maasachnsetts ;  Messrs.  EIkiobt  and  Rob- 
Bn»,  from  Bhode  Island;  Messrs.  Kilis  and 
ToMumos,  fit>m  Gonnectiont;  Mr.  WsiaBT, 
from  Kev  York;  Messrs.  Socthabd  and 
Waix,  from  New  Jersey;  Messrs,  Bvohakan 
and  MoEzAK,  from  Pennsylvania ;  Mr.  Batabd, 
from  Delaware;  Mr.  Eent,  from  Maryland; 
Mr.  KivBa,  from  Yirginia;  Mr.  Kisa,  from 
Geoi^;  Messrs.  Ewma  and  Moiems,  fix>m 
Ohio;  Messrs.  Clat  and  OBirrKNDEN,  from 
Kentacky;  Messrs.  Gbttnst  and  'Whtts,  from 
Tennessee;  Messrs.  Eiekdkicks  and  Tipton, 
from  Indiana;  Messrs.  Robinson  and  Ewmo, 
from  Illinois ;  Messrs.  Kcsb  and  Moobx,  from 
Al^ama;  Mr.  Walksb,  from  Mississippi; 
Messrs.  Bicnton  and  Ltnn,  from  Missoori. 

Mr.  BxNTON  presented  the  credentials  of 
Meesre.  Fclton  and  SxvncR,  Senators  elect  from 
the  new  State  of  ArknnsaH,  and  they  were  quali- 
fied and  took  their  seats. 

The  following  resolntion  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Bkston,  and  adopted : 

Raolved,  Hat  the  Senate  proceed  to  asoert^  the 
daases  in  wfaidi  &e  Senaton  of  the  State  of  Arkansas 
dull  be  inserted,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of 
the  14th  of  Hay,  1789,  and  as  the  oonstitDtion  r»- 
^oifes. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  pot  into  the  ballot 
box  three  papers,  of  equal  size,  numbered  1,  2,  8. 
Each  of  the  Senatars  from  the  State  of  Arkansas 
ahaH  draw  out  one  paper.  Number  1,  if  drawn, 
ahall  entitle  the  member  to  be  placed  in  the  class 
of  Senators  whose  term  of  service  will  expire  the 
tA  day  of  Marcli,  1887  ;  number  2  in  the  class 
whose  term  win  expire  the  8d  day  of  March,  1889 ; 
and  number  3  in  the  class  whoso  term  win  expire 
the  8d  day  of  March,  1841. 

It  was  aooordingly  so  determined,  by  lot, 


that  Mr.  Sktisb's  term  shonld  expire  in  1887, 
and  Mr.  Fulton's  in  1841. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ghundt,  a  committee  was 
ordered  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  on  a  joint  committee  of  both  Honses, 
to  wut  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  that  a  qnomm  of  botJt  Honses 
of  Confess  are  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive 
from  him  such  commonioation  as  he  may  be 
pleased  to  make. 

Messrs.  Gkundt  and  Sworr  were  appointed 
by  the  Chair  members  of  said  oommittee,  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Chaib  presented  the  following  letter  of 
resignation  frtnu  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate : 
'WASmnoTOK,  December  8, 1886. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  resign  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Having  so  long  possessed  the  confidence  of  the 
Senate,  and  enjoyed  such  continued  and  friendly 
intercourse  with  its  members,  it  is  with  feelings  of 
deep  and  painful  senribility  I  now  separate  from 
them ;  and  these  feelings  are  greatly  increased, 
when  I  reflect  on  the  courtesy  and  kindness  I  have 
received  from  yourself,  as  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  Senate,  and  on  the  uniform  and  unbroken  con- 
fidence and  friendship  which  have  for  so  many 
years  subsisted  between  us.  No  length  of  time  or 
change  of  circumstances  will  over  efface  from  my 
mind  the  recoUections  growing  out  of  these  associ- 
ations ;  and  I  shall  always  rejoice  to  hear  of  your 
prosperity  and  liappiness,  and  of  that  of  every 
member  of  the  Senate. 

"WALTEB  LOWEIE. 

Hon.  Mabtin  Yan  BiritiN, 

Vice  Preeident  of  the  United  SlaUs 

and  Prttident  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bxnton,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Senate  per- 
form the  duties  of  Secretary  till  a  iecretary  Mull 
be  appointed. 

Mr.  Maohien  aocordingly  took  the  nsnal  req- 
ninte  oath. 


TussDAT,  December  6. 
The  annnal  Message  fh>m  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  received,  and  read  by  the 
acdng  Secretary : 
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JWoto-eitixeiu  of  the  Senate 

and  Jiouae  of  Reprtientativet : 

Addreasiiig  to  yoa  the  last  annual  Message  I  shall 
ever  present  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
it  is  a  sooTce  of  the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction  to 
be  able  to  congratulate  joa  on  the  high  state  of 
prosperity  which  our  beloved  country  has  attained. 
With  no  causes  at  home  or  abroad  to  lessen  the  con- 
fidence with  which  we  look  to  the  future  for  continu- 
ing proofs  of  the  capacity  of  our  free  institutions  to 
produce  all  the  fruits  of  good  government,  the  general 
condition  of  our  affairs  may  well  excite  our  national 
pride. 

I  cannot  avoid  congratulating  you,  and  my  country 
particulariy,  on  the  success  of  ^e  efforts  made  during 
my  administration  by  the  Executive  and  Legislature, 
in  conformity  with  the  sincere,  constant,  and  earnest 
desire  of  the  people,  to  maintain  peace,  and  establish 
cordial  relations  with  all  foreign  powers.  Our  grati- 
tude is  due  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe, 
and  I  invite  you  to  unite  with  me  in  offering  to  him 
fervent  supplication,  that  bis  providential  care  may 
ever  be  extended  to  those  who  follow  us,  enabling 
tlicm  to  avoid  the  dangers  and  the  horrors  of  war, 
consistently  with  a  just  and  indispensable  regard  to 
the  rights  and  honor  of  our  country.  But,  although 
the  present  state  of  our  foreign  aflkirs,  standing 
without  important  change  as  they  did  when  you  sepa- 
rated in  July  last,  is  flattering  in  the  extreme,  I  regret 
to  say  that  many  questions  of  an  interesting  cnar- 
acter,  at  issue  witti  other  powers,  are  yet  \madjusted. 
Amongst  the  most  prominent  of  these  is  that  of  our 
north-eastern  boundary.  With  an  undiminished  confi- 
denoe  in  the  sincere  dedie  of  Iiis  Britannic  Majesty's 
Government  to  adjust  tliat  question,  I  am  not  yet  in 
possession  of  the  precise  grounds  upon  which  it  pro- 
poses a  satisfactory  ocyustment 

With  France,  our  diplomatic  relations  have  been 
i«8amed,  and  under  circumstances  which  attest  the 
disposition  of  botli  Oovemments  to  preserve  a  mu- 
tually beneficial  intercourse,  and  foster  those  amicable 
feelings  which  are  so  strongly  required  by  the  true 
interest  of  the  two  countries.  With  Russia,  Austria, 
Prussia,  Naples,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  the  best  un- 
derstanding exists,  and  our  commercial  intercourse  is 
gradually  expanding  itself  with  them.  It  is  encour- 
aged in  oil  these  countries,  except  Naples,  by  their 
mutually  advantageous  and  literal  treaty  stipidations 
with  us. 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  on  Portugal  are  admitted 
to  be  just,  but  provision  for  the  payment  of  them  has 
been  unfortunately  delayed  by  frequent  political 
changes  in  that  kingdom. 

The  blessngs  of  peace  liave  not  been  secured  by 
Spain.  Our  connections  with  that  country  are  on  the 
best  footing,  with  the  exception  of  the  burdens  still 
imposed  upon  our  conmierce  with  her  possesions 
out  of  Europe. 

The  claims  of  American  dtizens  for  losses  sustained 
at  the  bombardment  of  Antwerp,  have  been  presented 
to  the  OovemiAnts  of  Holland  and  Belgium,  and  will 
ho  pressed,  in  due  season,'  to  settlement 

With  Brazil,  and  all  our  neighbore  of  this  conti- 
nent, we  continue  to  maintain  relations  of  amity  and 
concord,  extending  our  commerce  with  them  as  for  as 
the  resources  of  the  people  and  the  policy  of  their 
Governments  will  permit.  The  just  and  long-stand- 
ing dums  of  our  citizens  upon  some  of  them  are 
yet  sources  of  dissatisfaction  and  complaint.  No 
danger  is  apprehended,  however,  that  they  will  not  be 
peaoefolly,  although  tardily,  acknowledged  and  paid 


by  an,  unless  the  irritating  effect  of  her  struggle  with 
Texas  should  unfortunately  make  our  immediate 
neighbor,  Mexico,  an  exception. 

It  is  already  known  to  you,  by  the  correspondence 
between  the  two  Governments  communicated  at  your 
last  session,  that  our  conduct  in  relation  to  that 
struggle  is  regulated  by  the  same  principles  that 
governed  us  in  the  dispute  between  Spain  and  Mexico 
herself;  and  I  trust  that  it  will  be  found,  on  the  most 
severe  scrutiny,  that  our  acta  have  strictiy  corre- 
sponded with  our  professions.  That  the  iniulHtants 
of  the  United  States  should  feel  strong  prepossessions 
for  the  one  party,  is  not  surprising.  But  this  cir- 
cumstance should,  of  itself,  teach  us  great  caution, 
lest  it  lead  us  into  the  great  error  of  suffering  public 
policy  to  be^regulated  by  partiality  or  prg'udice ;  and 
there  ore  considerations  connected  with  the  possible 
result  of  this  contest  Ixitween  the  two  parties  of  so 
much  delicacy  and  importance  to  the  United  States, 
that  our  character  requires  tliat  we  should  neither 
anticipate  events,  nor  attempt  to  control  them.  The 
known  desire  of  the  Texons  to  become  a  part  of  our 
system,  although  its  gratification  depends  upon  the 
reconcilement  of  various  and  conflicting  interests, 
necessarily  a  work  of  time,  and  uncertain  in  itself,  is 
calculated  to  expose  our  conduct  to  misconstruction 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  There  are  already  those 
who,  indifferent  to  principle  themselves,  and  prone 
to  suspect  the  want  of  it  in  others,  cliarge  us  with 
ambitious  designs  and  insidious  policy.  Tou  wiU 
perceive  by  the  accompanying  docmnents,  that  the 
extraordinary  mission  from  Mexico  has  been  teimi- 
nated,  on  the  sole  gronnds  that  the  obligations  of  this 
Government  to  itself  and  to  Mexico,  under  treaty 
stipulations,  have  compelled  me  to  trust  a  discre- 
tionary authority  to  a  high  officer  of  our  army,  to 
advance  into  territory  claimed  as  part  of  Texas,  if 
necessary,  to  protect  our  own  or  the  neighboring 
frontier  from  Indian  depredation.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  Mexican  functionary,  who  has  just  left  us,  the 
honor  of  hia  country  will  be  wounded  by  American 
soldiers  entering,  witii  the  most  amicable  avowed  pur- 
poses, upon  ground  from  which  the  followers  of  his 
Government  have  been  expelled,  and  over  which 
there  is  at  present  no  certainty  of  a  serious  eSbrt  on 
its  part  being  made  to  re-establish  its  dominion.  The 
departure  of  this  minister  was  tiie  more  singular,  as 
he  was  apprised  that  the  sufficiency  of  the  causes 
assigned  for  the  advance  of  our  troops  by  the  com- 
manding general  had  been  seriously  doubted  by  me, 
and  tiiat  there  was  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  their  commander  having 
had  time  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the 
information  upon  which  they  had  been  marehed  to 
Nacogdoches,  would  l>e  cither  there  in  perfect  accord- 
ance with  the  principles  admitted  to  be  just  in  his 
conference  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  Mexi- 
can minister  himself,  or  were  already  withdrawn  in 
consequence  of  the  impressive  warnings  their  com- 
manding officer  had  received  from  the  Department 
of  War.  It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  his  Govern- 
ment will  take  a  more  dispassionate  and  just  view  of 
this  subject,  and  not  be  disposed  to  construe  a  meas- 
ure of  justifiable  precaution,  made  necessary  by  its 
known  inability  in  execution  of  the  stipulations  of 
our  treaty  to  act  upon  the  frontier.  Into  an  encroadi- 
ment  upon  its  rights  or  stain  upon  its  honor. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  ancient  complaints  of  in- 
justice, made  on  behalf  of  our  citizens,  are  disregarded, 
and  new  causes  of  dissatisfaction  have  arisen,  some 
of  tiicm  of  a  character  requiring  prompt  remonstrance, 
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■nd  ample  and  immediate  redrea.  I  trust,  bowerer, 
bj  tempering  finnneeg  with  eoorteejr,  and  acting  with 
great  forbeannoe  upon  erery  incident  that  luu  oocnr- 
red,  or  tliat  maj  happen,  to  do  and  to  obtain  justice, 
and  thus  arnd  the  neoeesity  of  again  bringing  this 
ffatject  to  the  view  of  Congress. 

It  is  xo!j  doty  to  remind  you  tliat  no  provision  has 
been  made  to  execute  ovr  treaty  with  Mexico  for 
tracing  tlie  boondary  line  between  the  two  countries. 
WhatcTer  may  be  the  prospect  of  Mexico's  soon 
lieing  able  to  execute  the  treaty  on  its  part,  it  is 
proper  that  we  dioold  l>e,  in  anticipation,  prepared  at 
all  times  to  perform  our  obl^ations,  without  r^ard 
to  the  probable  condition  of  thorn  with  whom  we 
have  contracted  them. 

Tlie  resnlt  of  the  confidential  inquiries  made  into 
tlie  coadHion  and  prospects  of  the  newly  declared 
Texan  Goyermuent,  will  be  communicated  to  yon  in 
Ae  course  of  the  session. 

Gommercial  treaties,  promiribag  great  advantages 
to  oar  enterprising  merduints  and  naTigators,  have 
been  formed  with  uie  distant  Governments  of  Muscat 
and  Stam.  Tbe  ratifications  have  been  exchanged, 
but  have  not  reached  tbe  Department  of  State. 
Copies  of  the  treaties  will  be  transmitted  to  you,  if 
received  before,  or  published,  if  arriving  after,  the 
dose  of  the  present  sesnon  of  Congress. 

Nothing  has  occurred  to  interrupt  the  good  under- 
itanding  Uat  has  long  existed  with  the  Barbery  Powera, 
Bor  to  dieidc  the  good  will  which  is  gradmdly  grow- 
ing op  In  our  intereourse  with  the  dominions  of  the 
GoTonment  of  the  distinguished  chief  of  Uie  Ottoman 
Suipire. 

bfonnalion  has  been  received  at  the  Department 
of  State,  that  a  treaty  with  the  £mperor  of  Morocco 
has  jost  been  negotiated,  whidi,  I  hope,  will  be  re- 
ceived in  time  to  l>e  laid  before  the  Senate  previous 
to  the  dose  of  the  session. 

Ton  will  perceive,  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  tiie  Treasury,  that  tbe  financial  means  of  the 
eoaotrT-  continue  to  keep  pace  with  its  improvement 
in  dl  other  re^Hicts.  The  receipts  into  tbe  Treasury 
dnrii^  the  present  year  will  amount  to  about 
f47,S91,898 ;  those  finjm  customs  being  estimated 
at  tS2,S3S,161  ;  those  from  lands  at  about  |24,000,- 
000;  and  the  residue  fh>m  miscellaneous  sources. 
The  expenditures  for  all  objects  during  the  year  are 
estimated  not  to  exceed  $82,000,000,  which  will  leave 
a  balance  in  the  Treasury  for  public  purposes,  on  the 
1st  day  of  Jamiary  next,  of  about  (41,728,969.  This 
sum,  with  the  exception  of  five  millions,  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  tbe  several  States,  in  accordance  with  the 
pcovisioiis  of  the  act  r^nlating  the  deposits  of  the 
pabGc  money. 

The  unexpended  balances  of  appropriation  on  the 
1st  day  of  January  next,  are  estimated  at  (14,686,- 
0<t2,  exceeding  by  19,686,062,  the  amount  which  will 
be  left  in  the  deposit  banks,  subject  to  the  draft  of 
tiie  ^easnrer  of  the  United  States,  alter  the  contem- 
{dated  transfers  to  the  several  States  are  made.  If, 
therefore,  the  future  receipts  should  not  be  sufficient 
to  meet  these  outstanding  and  future  appropriations, 
tiiere  may  be  soon  a  necessty  to  use  a  portion  of  the 
funds  deposited  with  the  States. 

The  consequences  apprehended  when  tiie  deposit 
act  of  the  last  seeaon  received  a  reluctant  approval, 
have  been  measurably  realized.  Though  an  act  merely 
far  die  depoat  of  the  surplus  moneys  of  the  ITnited 
States  in  the  State  treasuries  for  safe-keeping,  until 
they  may  be  wanted  for  the  service  of  the  General 
Gorenuoent,  it  bM  been  exteoaiTely  q>oken  of  as  an 


act  to  give  the  money  to  the  several  States,  and  they 
have  been  advised  to  use  it  as  a  gift,  without  r^ard 
to  the  means  of  refunding  it  when  called  for.  Such 
a  suggestion  has  doubtiess  been  made  without  a  due 
consideration  of  the  obligation  of  the  deposit  act, 
and  without  a  proper  attention  to  the  various  prin- 
ciples and  interests  which  are  affected  by  it.  It  is 
manifest  that  the  law  itself  cannot  sanction  sudi  a 
suggestion,  and  that,  as  it  now  stands,  the  States  have 
no  more  authority  to  receive  and  use  these  depocdts, 
without  intending  to  return  them,  than  any  deposit 
bank,  or  any  individual  temporarily  charged  with  the 
safe-keeping  or  application  of  tbe  puUic  money  would 
now  have  for  converting  the  same  to  their  private 
use,  without  the  consent  and  against  the  will  of  the 
Government  But  independently  of  the  violation  of 
public  faith  and  moral  obligation  vrfaich  are  involved 
in  this  suggestion,  when  examined  in  reference  to  the 
terms  of  tbe  present  deposit  act,  it  is  believed  that  the 
considerations  wiiich  should  govern  the  f\itnre  legisla- 
tion of  Congress  on  this  subject  will  be  equally  eondu- 
sive  against  tbe  adoption  of  any  measure  recognizing 
the  principles  on  which  the  suggestion  has  been  made. 

Considering  tbe  intimate  connection  of  the  snlg'ect 
with  tiie  financial  interests  of  the  country,  and  itB 
great  importance  in  whatever  aspect  it  can  be  viewed, 
I  have  bestowed  upon  it  the  most  anxious  reflection, 
and  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  state  to  Congress  sudi 
thoughts  as  have  occurred  to  me,  to  aid  their  delibera- 
tion in  treating  it  in  the  manner  best  calculated  to 
conduce  to  the  common  good. 

The  experience  of  other  nations  admon&bed  us  to 
hasten  the  extingidshment  of  the  public  debt;  but 
it  will  be  in  vain  that  we  have  congratulated  each 
other  upon  the  disappearance  of  this  evil,  if  we  do 
not  guard  against  the  equally  great  one  of  promoting 
the  unnecessary  accumulation  of  public  revenue.  No 
political  maxim  is  better  established  than  that  which 
tells  us  that  an  improvident  expenditure  of  money  is 
the  parent  of  proffigacy,  and  that  no  people  can  hope 
to  perpetuate  their  uberties,  who  long  acquiesce  in  a 
policy  which  taxes  them  for  otjects  not  necessary  to 
the  legitimate  and  real  wants  of  their  Government. 
Flattering  as  is  the  condition  of  our  country  at  tbe 
present  period,  because  of  its  unexampled  advance 
in  all  the  steps  of  social  and  political  improvement, 
it  cannot  l>e  disguised  that  there  is  a  luriring  danger 
already  apparent  in  the  n^ect  of  this  warning  truth, 
and  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  representatives 
of  the  people  diould  be  employed  in  deridng  some 
more  appropriate  remedy  tiian  now  exists,  to  avert  it. 

Under  our  present  revenue  system,  there  is  every 
probability  that  there  will  continue  to  be  a  surplus 
beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government;  and  it  has 
become  our  duty  to  decide  whether  such  a  result  be 
consistent  with  the  true  objects  of  our  Government. 

Should  a  surplus  be  permitted  to  accumulate  be- 
yond the  appropriations,  it  must  be  retained  in  the 
Treasury  as  it  now  is,  or  distributed  among  the  peo- 
ple of  the  States. 

To  retain  it  in  the  Treasury,  unemployed  in  any 
way,  is  impracticable.  It  is,  besides,  against  the 
genius  of  our  free  institutions  to  lock  up  in  vaults 
the  treasure  of  the  nation.  To  take  from  the  people 
the  right  of  bearing  arms,  and  pot  their  wei^ns  of 
defence  in  the  bonds  of  a  standing  army,  would  be 
scarcely  more  dangerous  to  their  liberties,  than  to 
permit  the  Government  to  accumulate  immense 
amounts  of  treasure  beyond  tbe  supplies  neoessary 
to  its  legitimate  wants.  Such  a  treasure  would 
doubtless  be  emi^oyed  at  some  time,  as  it  has  been 
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in  other  coontries,  when  opportunity  tempted  ambi- 
tion.' 

To  collect  it  merely  for  distribn^on  to  the  States, 
would  seem  to  be  highly  impolitic,  if  not  as  dangerous 
as  the  proposition  to  retain  it  in  the  Treasury.  The 
Blu>rte8t  reflection  must  satisfy  every  one  that,  to 
require  the  people  to  pay  taxes  to  the  Government 
merely  that  they  may  be  paid  back  again,  is  sporting 
with  the  sulwtantial  interests  of  the  country,  and  no 
system  wliicb  prodaoes  such  a  result  can  be  expected 
to  receive  the  public  countenance.  Nothing  could 
be  gained  by  it,  even  if  each  individual  who  contrib- 
nted  a  portion  of  the  tax  could  receive  back  promptly 
the  same  portion.  But,  it  is  apparent,  that  no  system 
of  the  kmd  can  ever  be  enforced,  which  will  not 
absorb  a  considerable  portion  of  the  money  to  be  dis- 
tributed in  salaries  and  commissions  to  the  agents  em- 
ployed in  the  process,  and  in  the  various  losses  and 
depredations  wliich  arise  from  other  causes ;  and  the 
practical  effect  of  such  an  attempt  must  ever  be  to 
burden  tiie  people  with  taxes,  not  for  purposes  bene- 
ficial to  them,  but  to  swell  the  profits  of  deposit 
banks,  and  support  a  band  of  useless  public  officers. 

A  distribution  to  the  people  is  impracticable  and 
lu^ust  in  other  respects.  It  would  be  taking  one 
man's  property,  and  giving  it  to  ano^er.  Such 
would  be  the  unavoidable  result  of  a  rule  of  equality, 
(and  none  other  is  spoken  of,  or  would  be  likely  to  be 
adopted,)  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  mode  by  which  the 
•mount  of  the  individual  contributions  of  our  citizens 
to  the  public  revenue  can  be  ascertained.  We  know 
that  they  contribute  vnegtuMy ;  and  a  rule,  therefore, 
that  would  distribute  to  them  tqually,  would  be  liable 
to  all  the  objections  which  apply  to  the  principle  of 
an  equal  division  of  property.  To  make  the  General 
Government  the  instrument  of  carrying  this  odious 
principle  into  effect,  would  be  at  once  to  destroy  the 
means  of  its  usefulness  and  change  the  character  de- 
signed for  it  by  the  framers  of  ue  constitution. 

But  the  more  extended  and  iiyurious  consequences 
Ukely  to  result  from  a  policy  which  would  collect  a 
surplus  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it, 
may  be  forcibly  illustrated  by  an  examination  of  the 
effects  already  produced  by  the  present  depodt  act. 
Tiiis  act,  although  certainly  designed  to  secure  the 
safe-keeping  of  the  public  revenue,  is  not  entirely  free 
in  its  tendencies  from  any  of  the  objections  which 
apply  to  this  principie  of  distribution.  The  Govern- 
ment had,  without  necessity,  received  from  the  people 
a  large  surplus,  which,  instead  of  being  employed  as 
heretofore,  and  returned  to  them  by  means  of  the 
public  expenditure,  was  deposited  witii  sundry  banlcs. 
The  banks  proceeded  to  make  loans  upon  this  surplus, 
and  thus  converted  it  into  banking  capital;  and  in 
this  manner  it  has  tended  to  multiply  bank  cliarters, 
and  has  had  a  great  agency  in  producing  a  spirit  of 
wild  speculation.  The  possession  and  use  of  the  prop- 
erty out  of  which  this  surplus  was  created  belonged 
to  the  people ;  but  the  Government  has  tiansfened 
its  possession  to  incorporated  t)anks,  whose  interest 
and  effort  it  is  to  make  large  profits  out  of  its  use. 
This  process  need  only  be  stated  to  show  its  injustice 
and  bad  policy. 

And  the  same  observations  apply  to  the  influence 
which  is  produced  by  the  steps  necessary  to  collect  as 
well  as  to  distribute  such  a  revenue.  About  three- 
fiftlis  of  all  the  duties  on  imports  are  paid  in  the  city 
of  Xew  York ;  but  it  is  obvious  tliat  the  means  to  pay 
those  duties  are  drawn  from  every  quarter  of  the 
Union.  Every  citizen  in  every  State,  who  purdiases 
and  consumes  an  article  which  has  paid  a  duty  at  i!aaH 


port,  contributes  to  the  mfrmrmHaAng  mass.  The  sni^ 
plus  collected  there,  must,  therefore,  be  made  up  of 
moneys  or  property  withdrawn  from  other  points  and 
other  States.  Thus  tiie  wealth  and  business  of  every 
region  from  which  these  suridus  flmds  proceed,  must 
be  to  some  extent  injured,  while  that  of  the  place 
where  the  funds  are  concentrated  and  are  employed 
in  banking  are  proportionably  extended.  But  both 
in  malting  the  transfer  of  the  funds  whidi  are  first 
necessary  to  pay  the  duties  and  collect  the  surplua, 
and  in  making  the  re-transfer  which  becomesnecessary 
when  the  time  arrives  for  the  distribution  of  that 
surplus,  there  is  a  considerable  period  when  the  tanda 
cannot  be  brought  into  use ;  and  it  is  manifest  that, 
besides  the  loss  inevitable  from  such  an  operation, 
its  tendencies  is  to  produce  fluctuations  in  the  bu^ 
ness  of  the  country,  which  are  always  productive  of 
speculation,  and  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  r^n- 
lar  trade.  Argument  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to 
show  that  a  measure  of  this  character  ought  not  to 
receive  further  legislative  encouragement. 

By  examining  the  practical  operation  of  tiie  ratio 
for  distribution  adopted  in  the  deposit  bill  of  the 
last  session,  we  shall  discover  other  features  that  ap- 
pear equally  objectionable.  Let  it  be  assumed,  for  the 
sake  of  arvument,  tliat  the  surplus  moneys  to  be  de- 
posited with  the  States  have  been  collected  and  belong 
to  them  in  the  ratio  of  their  federal  representative 
population — an  assumption  founded  upon  the  fact 
that  any  deficiencies  in  our  future  revenue  from  im- 
posts and  public  lands  must  be  made  up  by  direct  taxes 
collected  from  the  States  in  that  ratio.  It  is  proposed 
to  distribute  the  surplus,  say  $S0,000,000,  not  accord- 
ing to  the  ratio  in  which  it  has  I>een  collected  and 
belongs  to  the  people  of  the  States,  but  in  that  of 
their  votes  in  the  colleges  of  electors  of  President 
and  Yioe  President.  The  effect  of  a  distribution  of 
ttiat  ratio  is  shown  by  the  annexed  table,  marked  A. 

By  an  examination  of  that  table,  it  will  be  perceiv- 
ed that  in  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  of  $30,000,000 
upon  that  basis,  there  is  a  great  departure  from  the 
principle  which  regards  representation  as  the  true 
measure  of  taxation ;  and  it  will  be  found  that  the 
tendency  of  that  deiorture  will  be  to  increase  what- 
ever inequalities  have  been  supposed  to  attend  the 
operation  of  our  federal  system  in  respect  to  its  bear- 
ings upon  the  different  interests  of  the  TTnion.  In 
making  the  baas  of  representation  the  bads  of  taxa- 
tion, the  framers  of  the  constitution  intended  to 
equalize  the  burdens  which  arc  necessary  to  support 
the  Government;  and  the  adoption  of  that  ratio, 
while  it  accomplished  this  object,  was  also  the  means 
of  adjusting  otiier  great  topics  arising  out  of  the  con- 
flicting views  respecting  the  political  equality  of  the 
various  members  of  the  confederacy.  Whatever, 
therefore  disturbs  the  liberal  spirit  of  the  compro- 
mises which  established  a  rule  of  taxation  so  just  and 
equitable,  and  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  so 
well  adapted  to  the  genius  and  babits  of  our  people, 
should  be  received  with  the  greatest  caution  and 
distrust. 

A  bare  inspection,  in  the  annexed  table,  of  the  dif- 
ferences produced  by  the  ratio  used  in  the  depoat 
act  compared  with  the  results  of  a  distribution  accord- 
ing to  the  ratio  of  direct  taxation,  must  satisfy  every 
unprejudiced  mind  that  the  former  ratio  contravenes 
the  qiirit  of  the  constitution,  and  produces  a  degree 
of  injustice  in  the  operation  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment which  would  be  fktal  to  the  hope  of  perpetuating 
it.  By  the  ratio  of  direct  taxation,  for  example,  the 
State  of  Delaware,  in  the  oollectioa  of  $80,000,000 
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of  rereniie,  would  pay  into  the  tieasnrj  $188,716 ; 
and  in  the  distribution  of  $80,000,000  she  would  re- 
oeire  bock  from  the  GoTermnent,  according  to  the 
ratio  of  the  deposit  bill,  the  sum  of  $306,122  ;  and 
amiUr  results  would  follow  the  comparison  between 
tbe  small  and  the  large  States  throughout  the  Union ; 
thus  realizing  to  the  small  States  an  advantage  which 
would  be  doubtless  as  unacceptable  to  them  as  a  mo- 
tire  for  incorporating  the  principle  in  any  system 
which  would  produce  it,  as  it  would  be  inconsistent 
with  the  rights  and  expectations  of  the  large  States. 
It  was  certainly  the  intention  of  that  provision  of  the 
constitution  which  declares  that  "  all  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises  "  shall  "  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
ftates,"  to  make  the  burdens  of  taxation  fall  equally 
ap<8i  the  people,  in  whatever  State  of  the  Union  they 
may  reside.  But  what  would  be  the  ralue  of  such  a 
vnifonn  rule,  if  the  moneys  raised  by  it  could  be  im- 
mediately returned  by  a  dUferent  one,  which  will  give 
to  the  people  of  some  States  much  more,  and  to  those 
of  others  much  less,  than  their  fair  proportions? 
Were  the  Federal  Government  to  exempt,  in  express 
terms,  the  imports,  products,  and  manufactures  of 
some  portions  of  the  country  from  all  duties,  while 
it  imposed  heavy  ones  on  others,  the  ii\justice  could 
not  be  greater.  It  would  be  easy  to  show  how,  by 
ihe  operation  of  such  a  principle,  tbe  large  States  of 
the  Union  would  not  only  have  to  contribute  their 
just  share  towards  the  support  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, but  also  have  to  bear  in  some  degree  the 
taxes  necessary  to  support  the  Governments  of  their 
smaller  sisters;  but  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to 
ttate  the  details  where  the  general  principle  is  so  ob- 
riooa. 

A  system  liable  to  such  objections  can  never  be 
sapposed  to  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  fnuncis  of 
the  constitution,  when  they  conferred  on  Congress 
tbe  taxing  power ;  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  a  mature 
examination  of  the  subject  will  satisfy  every  one 
that  there  are  insurmountable  difficulties  in  the  opera- 
tios  of  any  plan  which  can  be  devised,  of  collecting  the 
revenoe,  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it.  Congress 
is  only  authorized  to  levy  taxes  "  to  pay  the  debt* 
and  provide  far  the  common  d^erue  and  general  net- 
fare  of  the  United  States."  There  is  no  such  provis- 
ion as  would  authorize  Congress  to  collect  t<^etber 
the  property  of  the  country,  under  the  name  of  rev- 
enue, for  the  purpose  of  dividing  it  equally  or  un- 
equally among  the  States  or  the  people.  Indeed,  it 
is  not  probebTe  that  such  an  idea  ever  occurred  to  the 
States  when  they  adopted  the  constitution.  But, 
however  this  may  be,  the  only  safe  rule  for  us,  in  inter- 
preting tbe  powers  granted  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, is  to  regard  vie  absence  of  express  authority 
to  tooefa  a  subject  so  important  and  delicate  as  this  is, 
as  equivalent  to  a  prohibition. 

Evcsi  if  our  powers  were  less  doubtftil  in  this  re- 
q>ect,  as  the  constitution  now  stands,  there  are  consid- 
erations afforded,  by  recent  experience,  which  would 
seem  to  make  it  our  duty  to  avoid  a  resort  to  such  a 
sjMem. 

All  will  admit  that  the  simplicity  and  economy  of 
the  State  Governments  mainly  depend  on  the  fact  that 
money  has  to  be  supplied  to  support  them  by  the 
same  men  or  their  agents  who  vote  it  away  in  appro- 
ptiatioos.  Hence,  when  thero  are  extravagant  and 
vasteful  appropriations,  there  must  be  a  correspond- 
ing increase  of  taxes ;  and  the  people,  becoming 
avakened,  will  necessarily  scrutinize  the  character  of 
measures  which  thus  increase  their  burdens.  By  the 
watchful  eye  of  self-interest,  the  agents  of  the  people 


in  tbe  State  Government  are  reprened,  and  kept 
within  the  limit  of  a  just  economy.  But  if  the  ne- 
cessity of  levying  the  taxes  b«  taken  from  those  wlw 
make  the  appropriations,  and  thrown  npon  a  mora 
distant  and  less  responable  set  of  public  agents,  who 
have  power  to  approach  the  people  by  an  indirect  and 
stealthy  taxation,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  prodigal- 
ity  will  soon  supersede  those  eharacteristics  wmeh 
have  thus  far  made  us  look  with  so  much  pride  and 
confidence  to  the  State  Governments  as  the  mainstay 
of  our  union  and  liberties.  The  State  Legialatorea, 
instead  of  studying  to  restrict  their  State  expendi- 
tures to  the  smallest  possible  sum,  will  claim  credit  for 
their  profusion,  and  harass  the  General  Govemmeat 
for  increased  supplies.  Practically,  there  would  soon 
be  but  one  taxing  power,  and  that  vested  in  a  body 
of  men  far  removed  from  the  people,  in  which  the 
farming  and  mechanic  interests  would  scarcely  be  rep- 
resented. The  States  would  gradually  lose  thsir 
purity  as  wdl  as  their  indepaidence ;  they  would  not 
daro  to  murmur  at  the  proceedings  of  the  GenenI 
Government,  lest  they  should  lose  their  supplies ;  all 
would  be  merged  in  a  practical  consolidation,  oement- 
ed'  by  wide-spread  corruption,  whidi  could  only  bo 
eradicated  by  one  of  those  bloody  revolutions  which 
occasionally  overthrow  the  despotic  systems  of  the  old 
worid. 

In  all  the  other  aspects  in  which  I  have  been  able 
to  look  at  the  effect  of  such  a  principle  of  distriira- 
tion  upon  the  best  interesta  of  the  country,  I  can  see 
nothii^  to  compensate  for  the  disadvantages  to  whUk 
I  have  adverted.  If  we  consider  the  protective  du- 
ties, which  are,  in  a  great  degree,  the  source  of  the 
surplus  revenue,  beneficial  to  one  section  of  the 
Union  and  prejudicial  to  another,  there  is  no  oorrao- 
tive  for  the  evil  in  such  a  plan  of  distribution.  On 
the  contrary,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  all  the  com- 
plaints which  have  sprung  fVom  this  cause  would  be 
aggravated,  Every  one  must  be  sensible  that  a 
distribution  of  the  surplus  must  beget  a  dispoaitioa 
to  cherish  the  means  which  create  it ;  and  any  system, 
therefore,  into  which  it  enters,  must  have  a  powerm 
tendency  to  increase  rather  than  diminish  the  tariff 
If  it  were  even  admitted  that  the  advantages  of  eatb 
a  system  could  be  made  equal  to  all  the  sections  of 
the  Union,  the  reasons  alr^y  so  urgentiy  calling  for 
a  reduction  of  the  revenue  would,  nevertheless,  lose 
none  of  their  force ;  for  it  will  always  be  improbable 
that  an  intelligent  and  virtuous  community  can  con- 
sent to  raise  a  surplus  for  the  mere  purpose  of  dividing 
it,  diminished  as  it  must  inevitably  be  by  the  ex- 
penses of  the  various  maciiinery  necessary  to  the 
process. 

The  safest  and  simplest  mode  of  obviating  all  the 
difficulties  which  have  been  mentioned  is,  to  coUeot 
only  revenue  enough  to  meet  the  wante  of  the  Got- 
emment,  and  let  the  people  keep  the  balance  of 
their  property  in  their  own  hands,  to  be  used  for  their 
own  profit  Each  State  will  then  support  its  own 
Government,  and  contribute  its  due  share  towards 
the  support  of  the  General  Government.  There 
would  be  no  surplus  to  cramp  and  lessen  the  re- 
sources of  individual  wealth  and  enterprise,  and  the 
banks  would  be  left  to  their  ordinary  means.  What- 
ever agitations  and  fluctuations  mi^t  arise  from  owe 
unfortunate  paper  system,  they  could  never  be  attrib- 
uted, justly  or  unjustly,  to  the  action  of  the  Federal 
Government.  There  would  be  some  guaranty  that 
the  spirit  of  wild  speculation,  which  seeks  to  convert 
the  surplus  revenue  into  banking  capital,  would  be 
effectually  checked,  and  that  the  scenes  of  demorali- 
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atioii  which  en  now  so  pieral^it  through  the  land 
-would  disappear.  • 

•  Whhout  desiring  to  conceal  that  the  experience 
«nd  obeerration  of  the  last  two  years  have  operated 
«  partial  change  in  mj  views  upon  this  inteiesting 
Bobjeet)  it  is,  nevertheless,  regretted  that  the  sngges- 
fions  made  by  me,  in  my  annual  messages  of  1829 
and  1880,  have  been  greatly  misundeistood.  At 
ttiat  time,  the  great  struggle  was  begun  against  that 
latitodinarian  construction  of  the  constitution  which 
mitfaorizes  the  unlimited  appropriations  of  the  rcrc- 
nnes  of  the  Union  to  internal  improvements  within 
the  States,  tencUng  to  invest  in  the  hands,  and  place 
nnder  the  control,  of  the  General  Government,  all 
the  principal  roads  and  canals  of  the  country,  in  vio- 
lation of  State  rights,  and  in  derogation  of  State 
■ntbority.  At  the  same  time  the  condition  of  the 
manfitetnring  interest  was  such  as  to  create  an  appre- 
hension that  the  duties  on  imports  could  not,  without 
ext(»is!ve  mischief,  be  reduced  in  season  to  prevent 
the  accumulation  of  a  considerable  surplus  ailcr  the 
payment  of  the  national  debt  In  view  of  the  dangers 
of  SBch  a  surplus,  and  in  preference  to  its  application 
to  internal  improvements,  in  derogation  of  the  rights 
and  powers  of  the  States,  the  suggestion  of  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution  to  authorize  its  distri- 
bution was  made.  It  was  an  alternative  for  what 
were  deemed  greater  evils — a  temporary  resort  to 
idieve  an  over-burdened  treasury,  until  the  Govern- 
ment could,  without  a  sudden  and  destructive  revul^on 
in  the  business  of  the  country,  gradually  return  to 
the  just  principle  of  raising  no  more  revenue  flx)m 
the  people,  in  taxes,  than  is  necessary  for  its  econom- 
ical support  Even  that  alternative  was  not  spoken 
of  but  in  connection  with  an  amendment  of  the  con- 
Btitution.  No  temporary  inconvenience  can  justify 
the  exercise  of  a  prohibited  power,  or  a  power  not 
granted .  by  the  instrument ;  and  it  was  from  a  con- 
viction that  the  power  to  distribute  even  a  temporary 
■nrplus  of  revenue  is  of  that  character,  that  it  was 
BDggested  only  in  connection  with  an  appeal  to  the 
source  of  all  legal  power  in  the  General  Government, 
tfae  States  whidi  luve  established  it  No  such  appeal 
bia  been  taken,  and,  in  my  opinion,  a  distribution  of 
tiie  snrplns  revenue  by  Congress,  either  to  the  States 
or  the  people,  is  to  be  considered  as  among  the  pro- 
hibitions of  tiie  constitation.  As  already  intimated, 
my  views  have  nndeigone  a  change,  so  far  as  to  be 
convinced  that  no  alteration  of  the  constitution,  in 
this  respect,  is  wise  or  expedient  The  influence  of 
•a  accumulating  surplus  upon  the  legislation  of  the 
General  Government  and  the  States,  its  effect  upon 
the  credit  system  of  the  coimtry,  producing  danger- 
008  extensions  end  ruinous  contractions,  fluctuations 
in  the  price  of  property,  rash  speculation,  idleness, 
extravagance,  and  a  deterioration  of  morals,  have 
taught  us  the  important  lesson,  that  any  transient 
mischief  whidi  may  attend  the  reduction  of  our  rev- 
enue to  the  wants  of  our  Government  is  to  be 
borne 'In  preference  to  an  overflowing  treasury. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  another  sub- 
ject intimately  associated  with  the  preceding  one — 
the  currency  of  the  country. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  whole  context  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  well  as  the  history  of  the  times  which 
gave  birth  to  it,  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  con- 
vention to  establish  a  currency  consisting  of  the 
precious  metals.  These,  from  their  peculiar  proper- 
ties, which  rendered  them  the  standard  of  value  in 
all  other  countries,  were  adopted  in  thb,  as  well  to 
establish  its  commercial  standard,  in  reference  to 


foreign  countries,  by  a  permanent  rule,  as  to  exclude 
the  use  of  a  mutable  medium  of  exchange,  such  as 
of  certain  agricultural  commodities,  recognized  by 
the  statutes  of  some  States  as  a  tender  for  debts, 
or  the  still  more  pernicious  expedient  of  a  paper 
currency.  The  last,  from  the  experience  of  the  evils 
of  the  issues  of  paper  during  the  Bevolution,  had 
become  so  justly  obnoxious,  as  not  only  to  suggest 
the  clause  in  the  constitution  forbidding  the  emis- 
sion of  bills  of  credit  by  the  States,  but  also  to  pro- 
duce that  vote  in  the  convention  which  negatived 
the  proposition  to  grant  power  to  Congress  to  char- 
ter corporations ;  a  proposition  well  understood  at 
the  time,  as  intended  to  authorize  the  establishment 
of  a  national  bank,  which  was  to  issue  a  currency 
of  bank  notes,  on  a  capital  to  be  created  to  some 
extent  out  of  Government  stocks.  Although  this 
proposition  was  rcfuBcd  by  a  direct  vote  of  we  con- 
vention, the  object  was  afterwards  in  effect  obtained, 
by  its  ingenious  advocates,  through  a  strained  con- 
struction of  the  constitution.  The  debts  of  the 
Revolution  were  funded,  at  prices  which  formed 
no  equivalent,  compared  with  the  nominal  amount 
of  the  stock,  and  under  circumstances  which  ex- 
posed the  motives  of  some  of  those  who  participated 
in  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  distrust. 

The  facts  that  the  value  of  the  stocks  was  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  creation  of  the  bank,  that  it  was 
well  understood  that  such  would  be  the  case,  and 
that  some  of  the  advocates  of  the  measure  were 
largely  benefited  by  it,  belong  to  the  history  of  the 
times,  and  are  well  calculated  to  diminish  the  re- 
spect which  might  otherwise  have  been  due  to  the 
action  of  the  Congress  which  created  the  institution. 

On  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  it  be- 
came the  interest  of  its  creditors  that  gold  should 
be  superseded  by  the  paper  of  a  bank  as  a  general 
currency.  A  value  was  soon  attached  to  the  gold 
coins,  which  made  their  exportation  to  foreign  coud- 
triea  as  a  mercantile  commodity,  more  profitable 
than  their  retention  and  use  at  home  as  money.  It 
followed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  if  not  designed  by 
those  who  established  the  bank,  that  the  bank  be- 
came, in  effect,  a  substitute  for  the  mint  of  the 
United  States. 

Such  was  the  origin  of  a  national  bank  currency, 
and  such  the  beginning  of  those  difficulties  which 
now  appear  in  the  excessive  issues  of  the  banks 
incorporated  by  the  various  States. 

Although  it  may  not  be  possible,  by  any  legtala* 
tive  means  within  our  power,  to  change  at  once 
the  system  which  has  thus  been  introduced,  and  has 
received  the  acquiescence  of  all  portions  of  the 
country,  it  is  certainly  our  duty  to  do  all  that  is  coo- 
sistent  with  our  constitutional  obligations,  to  pre- 
vent the  mischiefs  which  are  threatened  by  its  un- 
due extension.  That  the  efforts  of  the  fathers  of 
our  Government  to  guard  against  it  by  a  constitn- 
tional  provision  were  founded  on  an  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  the  subject,  has  been  frequenUy  attested  by 
the  bitter  experience  of  the  country.  The  same 
causes  which  led  them  to  refuse  their  sanction  to  a 
power  authorizing  the  establishment  of  incorpora- 
tions for  banking  purposes,  now  exist  in  a  much 
stronger  degree  to  urge  us  to  exert  the  utmost  vigi- 
lance in  calling  into  action  the  means  necessary  to 
correct  the  evils  resulting  from  the  unfortunate  ex- 
ercise of  the  power;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
opportunity  of  effecting  this  great  good  will  be  im- 
proved before  the  country  witnesses  new  scenes  of 
embarrassment  and  distress. 
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Variableness  mnst  ever  be  the  cturacterestic  of  a 
enrrencf,  of  which  the  precious  metala  are  not  the 
dkief  ingredient,  or  which  can  be  expanded  or  con- 
tracted without  regard  to  the  principles  that  regulate 
the  rahie  of  those  metals  as  a  standard  in  the  general 
trade  of  the  world.  With  us,  bank  issues  constitute 
mdi  a  carrencj,  and  must  ever  do  so,  until  they  are 
made  dependent  on  those  just  proportions  of  gold 
and  ^Ter,  as  a  circulating  medium,  which  experience 
has  proved  to  be  necessary,  not  only  in  this,  but  in  all 
other  commercial  countries.  Where  those  propor- 
tions are  not  infosed  into  the  circulation,  and  do  not 
control  it,  it  is  manifest  that  prices  must  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  tide  of  bank  issues,  and  the  value  and 
stability  of  property  must  stand  exposed  to  all  the 
uncertainty  which  attends  the  administration  of  in- 
stitutions that  are  constantly  liable  to  the  temptation 
of  an  interest  distinct  from  that  of  the  oommunity 
in  wbicfa  they  are  established. 

Ilie  progress  of  an  expansion,  or  rather  a  depreci- 
ation <^  the  currency,  by  excessive  bank  issues,  is 
always  attended  by  a  loss  to  the  laboring  classes. 
TtoB  portion  of  the  community  have  neither  time 
nor  opportunity  to  watch  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  the 
money  maricet  Engaged  from  day  to  day  in  their 
DseAd  toils,  they  do  not  perceive  that,  although  their 
wi<;ea  are  notmnally  the  same,  or  even  somewhat 
Ugher,  they  are  greatly  reduced,  in  fact,  by  the  rapid 
increase  of  a  spurious  cnirency ;  which,  as  it  appears 
to  make  money  aboond,  they  are  at  first  inclined  to 
conader  a  blessing.  It  is  not  so  with  the  speculator, 
by  whom  tins  operation  is  better  understood,  and  is 
made  to  contribute  to  his  advantage.  It  is  not  imtil 
the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life  become  so  dear 
that  the  laboring  classes  cannot  supply  their  wants 
out  of  their  wages,  that  the  wages  rise  aad  gradu- 
ally reach  a  justly  proportioned  rate  to  that  of  the 
prodncts  of  their  labor.  When  thus,  by  the  depre- 
ciation in  consequence  of  the  quantity  of  paper  in 
circulation,  wages  as  well  as  prices  become  exorbi- 
tant, it  is  soon  found  that  the  whole  effect  of  the 
adnherationa  is  a  tariff  on  our  home  industry  for  the 
ben^t  of  the  countries  ^here  gold  and  slver  circu- 
late and  maintain  uniformity  and  moderation  in 
{sices.  It  is  then  perceived  that  the  enhancement 
of  the  price  of  land  and  labor  produces  a  oorre^mnd- 
ii^  increase  in  the  price  of  producta,  until  these 
products  do  not  sustain  a  competition  with  similar 
ones  in  other  countries,  and  thus  both  manufactured 
and  agricultural  productions  cease  to  bear  exportation 
fhxn  the  conntiy  of  the  spurious  cunency,  because 
they  cannot  be  sold  for  cost.  This  is  the  process  by 
which  specie  is  banished  by  the  paper  of  the  bonks. 
Their  vaults  are  soon  exhausted  to  pay  for  foreign 
commodities ;  the  next  step  is  a  stoppage  of  specie 
payment — a  total  d^radation  of  paper  as  a  currency 
— omisnal  depression  of  prices,  the  nun  of  debtors, 
.  and  the  accnmolation  of  property  in  the  hands  of 
creditors  and  cautious  capitalists. 

It  was  in  view  of  these  evils,  together  with  the 
dang«roas  power  wielded  by  the  BaMC  of  the  Vnited 
States,  and  its  repugnance  to  our  constitution,  that 
I  was  induced  to  exert  the  power  conferred  upon  me 
by  the  American  people  to  prevent  the  continuance 
of  that  institution.  But  although  various  dangers 
to  our  republican  institutions  hare  been  obviated  by  the 
Ulnie  of  that  bank  to  extort  from  the  Government 
a  renewal  of  its  charter,  it  is  obvious  that  litde  has 
been  accomplished  except  a  salutary  dunge  of  public 
opinion,  towards  restoring  to  (be  oonntiy  the  sound 
eatreney  ptorided  for  in  toe  constitution.    In  the  acta 


of  several  of  the  States  prohibiting  the  circulation 
of  small  notes,  and  the  auxiliary  enactments  of 
Congress  at  the  last  session,  forbidding  their  reeeptioit 
or  payment  on  public  account,  the  true  p<4icy  of  the 
counU7  has  been  advanced,  and  a  laiger  portion  of 
the  precious  metals  infused  into  our  circulating 
medium.  These  measures  will  probably  be  foUowea 
up  in  due  time  by  the  enactment  of  State  laws, 
banishing  from  circulation  bank  notes  of  still  higher 
denominations ;  and  the  object  may  be  materially 
promoted  by  further  acts  of  Congress,  forbidding  tiie 
employment,  as  fiscal  agents,  of  such  banks  as  con- 
tinue  to  issue  notes  of  low  denominations,  and  throw 
impediments  in  the  way  of  the  circulation  of  gold 
and  silver. 

The  effects  of  an  extension  of  bank  credits  and 
oveNssuea  of  bank  paper  have  been  strikingly  illn» 
trated  in  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  From  the 
returns  made  by  the  various  Registers  and  Receiveis 
in  the  eariy  part  of  last  summer,  it  was  perceived 
that  the  receipts  ariang  from  the  sales  of  tiie  public 
lands  were  increasing  to  an  unprecedented  amount. 
In  effect,  however,  these  receipts  amounted  to 
nothing  more  than  credits  in  bank.  The  banks  let 
out  their  notes  to  speculators ;  they  were  paid  to  the 
Receivers,  and  immediately  returned  to  the  banks,  to 
be  sent  out  again  and  again,  being  mere  instruments 
to  transfer  to  speculators  the  most  valuable  public  land, 
and  pay  the  Government  by  a  credit  on  the  books 
of  the  banks.  Those  credits  <m  the  books  of  soma 
of  the  western  banks,  usually  called  deposits,  were 
already  greatly  beyond  their  immediate  means  of 
payment,  and  were  rapidly  increasing,  bdeed,  each 
speculation  frimished  means  for  another;  for  no 
sooner  had  one  individual  or  company  paid  fai  their 
notes,  than  they  were  immediately  lent  to  another 
for  a  like  purpose ;  and  the  banks  were  extending 
their  bunness  and  tiieir  issues  so  Isrvely,  as  to  alarm 
considerate  men,  and  render  it  donbtml  whether  these 
bank  credits,  if  permitted  to  accumulate,  would  ulti- 
mately be  of  the  least  value  to  the  Government  The 
spirit  of  expansion  and  speculation  was  not  confined 
to  the  deposit  banks,  but  pervaded  the  whole  mul. 
titude  of  banks  throughout  the  Union,  and  was 
giving  rise  to  new  institutions  to  aggravate  the  eriL 

The  safety  of  the  public  ftmds,  and  the  interest  of 
the  people,  genendly,  required  that  these  operations 
shoiild  be  checked,  and  it  became  the  duty  of  every 
branch  of  the  General  and  State  Governments  to 
adopt  all  Intimate  and  proper  means  to  produce 
that  salutary  effect  Under  this  view  of  my  duty,  I 
directed  the  issuing  of  the  order  which  will  be  laid 
before  you  by  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury,  requiring 
payment  for  the  public  lands  sold  to  be  made  in  spe- 
cie, with  an  exception  until  the  fifteenth  of  the 
present  month  in  favor  of  actual  settiers.  This 
measure  has  produced  many  salntary  consequences. 
It  checked  the  career  of  the  Western  banks,  and 
gave  them  additional  strength  in  anticipation  of  the 
pressure  which  has  snce  pervaded  our  Eastern  as 
well  as  the  European  commercial  cities.  By  prevent- 
ing the  extension  of  the  credit  system,  it  measurably 
cut  of  the  means  of  speculation,  and  retarded  its 
progress  in  monopolizing  tiie  most  valuable  of  the 
public  lands.  It  has  tended  to  saVe  the  new  States 
from  a  non-resident  proprietorship,  one  of  the  great- 
est obstacles  to  the  advancement  of  a  new  country, 
and  the  prosperity  of  an  old  one.  It  has  tended 
to  keep  open  the  public  lands  for  entry  by  emigrants, 
at  Government  prices,  instead  of  their  being  com- 
pelled to  purdtiae  of  speculators  at  double  or  treble 
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prices.  And  it  u  conveying  into  the  interior  laree 
sums  in  silver  and  gold,  there  to  enter  pennanenuy 
iato  the  cnrreoc;  of  the  country,  and  place  it  on  a 
iinner  foundation.  It  is  confidently  believed  that 
the  ooimtry  will  find,  in  the  motives  which  induced 
.that  order,  and  the  happy  consequences  which  will 
have  ensued,  much  to  commend,  and  nothing  to  con- 
demn. 

It  remains  for  Congress,  if  they  approve  the  policy 
which  dictated  this  order,  to  follow  it  up  in  its  vari- 
ous bearinga  Much  good,  ia.my  judgment,  would 
be  produc«l  by  prohibiting  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
except  to  actual  settlers,  at  a  reasonabio  reduction  of 
price,  and  to  limit  the  quantity  which  shall  be  S(dd  to 
them.  Although  it  is  believed  the  General  Govern- 
ment never  ought  to  receive  any  thing  but  the  con- 
BtitotioDal  currency  in  exchange  for  the  public  lands, 
that  point  would  be  of  leas  importance  if  the  lands 
were  sold  for  immediate  settlement  and  cultivation. 
Indeed,  there  is  scarcely  a  mischief  arising  out  of 
our  present  land  system,  including  the  accumulating 
surplus  of  revenue,  which  would  not  be  remedied  at 
once  by  a  restriction  on  land  sales  to  actual  settlers ; 
and  it  promises  other  advantages  to  the  country  in 
general,  and  to  the  new  States  in  particular,  which 
cannot  fail  to  receive  tho  most  profound  consideration 
of  CoDgiesi. 

Experience  continues  to  realize  the  expectations 
entertained  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  State  banks  to 
perform  the  duties  of  fiscal  agents  for  the  Govern- 
ment, at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits. 
It  was  alleged  by  Uie  advocates  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  State  banks,  whatever  might 
be  the  regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department,  could 
not  make  the  transfers  required  by  the  Government, 
or  negotiate  the  domeetic  exchanges  of  the  country. 
It  is  now  well  ascertained  that  the  real  domestic 
exdianges,  performed  through  discounts,  by  the 
United  States  Bank  and  its  twenty-five  branches, 
were  at  least  one-third  less  than  those  of  the  deposit 
banks  for  an  equal  period  of  time ;  and  if  a  compar- 
ison be  instituted  between  the  amounts  of  service 
rendered  by  these  institutions,  on  the  broader  basis 
which  has  been  used  by  the  advocates  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  in  estimating  what  they  consider  the  do- 
mestic exchanges  transacted  by  it,  the  result  will  be 
still  more  &vorable  to  the  deposit  banks. 

The  whole  amount  of  public  money  transferred 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1832,  was 
$16,000,000.  The  amount  transferred  and  actually 
paid  by  the  deposit  banks  in  the  year  ending  the  first 
of  October  last,  was  |89,S19,899  ;  the  amount  trans- 
ferred and  paid  bcween  that  period  and  the  6th  No- 
vember, was  tfi,899,0OO ;  and  the  amount  of  trans- 
fer warrants  outstanding  on  that  day,  was  $14,460,- 
000 ;  making  an  aggregate  of  $69,168,894.  These 
enormous  sums  of  money  first  mentioned  have  been 
transferred  with  the  greatest  promptitude  and  regular- 
ity ;  and  the  rates  at  which  the  exchangee  have  been 
negotiated  previously  to  the  passage  of  uie  deposit  act 
were  generally  below  those  charged  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Independentiy  of  these  services, 
which  are  far  greater  than  those  rendered  by  the 
United  States  Bank  and  its  twenty-five  branches,  a 
number  of  the  deposit  banks  have,  with  a  commend- 
able zeal  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  currency, 
imported  froqik  abroad,  at  their  own  expense,  large 
sums  of  the  precious  metals  for  coinage  and  circulation. 

In  the  same  manner  have  neariy  all  the  predictions 
turned  out  in  respect  to  the  effect  of  the  removal  of  the 
tfeposita— «8tep  unquestionably  necessary  to  prevent 


the  evils  which  it  was  foreseen  the  bank  itadf  would  ai- 
deavor  to  create  in  a  final  struggle  to  procure  m  re- 
newal of  its  charter.  It  may  be  thus,  too,  in  some 
degree,  with  the  further  steps  which  may  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  excessive  issue  of  other  bank  paper ;  but 
it  is  to  be  hoped  ihai  nothing  will  now  deter  the  Fed- 
eral and  State  authorities  from  the  firm  and  vigorous 
performance  of  their  duties  to  themselves  and  to  the 
people  in  this  respect. 

In  reducing  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, your  particular  attention  is  invited  to  those 
articles  which  constitute  tho  necessaries  of  life.  The 
duty  on  salt  was  laid  as  a  war  tax,  and  was  no  doubt 
continued  to  assist  in  providing  for  the  payment  of 
the  war  debt.  There  is  no  article,  tho  release  of 
which  from  taxation,  would  be  felt  so  generally  and 
so  beneficially.  To  this  may  be  added  all  kinds  of 
fuel  and  provisions.  Justice  and  benevolence  unite 
in  favor  of  releasing  the  poor  of  our  cities  from 
burdens  which  are  not  necessary  to  the  support  of  our 
Government,  and  tend  only  to  increase  the  wants  of 
the  destitute. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  tho  accompanying  documents,  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  made  no  payment 
on  account  of  tiie  stock  held  by  the  Government  in 
that  institution,  although  urged  to  pay  any  portion 
which  might  suit  its  convenience,  and  tiut  it  bag 
given  no  information  when  payment  may  be  expected. 
Mor,  although  repeatedly  requested,  has  it  furnished 
the  information  in  relation  to  its  condition,  wbidi 
Congress  authorized  the  Secretary  to  collect  at  their 
last  session.  Such  measures  as  are  within  the  power 
of  the  Executive  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  the 
value  of  the  stock,  and  procure  the  payment  as  eariy 
as  possible. 

The  conduct  and  present  condition  of  that  bank, 
and  the  great  amount  of  capital  vested  in  it  by  the 
United  States,  require  your  careful  attention.  Its 
charter  expired  on  the  third  day  of  March  last,  and 
it  has  now  no  power  but  that  given  in  the  2l8t  sec- 
tion, "  to  use  the  corporate  name,  style,  and  capadty, 
for  the  purpose  of  suits,  for' the  final  setUcment  and 
liquidation  of  the  affiiirs  and  accounts  of  the  corporc- 
tion,  and  for  the  sale  and  disposition  of  their  estate, 
real,  personal,  and  mixed,  but  not  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever,  nor  for  a 
period  exceeding  two  years  after  the  expiration  of 
the  said  term  of  incorporation."  Before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  charter,  the  stodchoiders  of  the  tiank 
obtained  an  act  of  incorporation  from  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  excluding  only  the  United  States. 
Instead  of  proceeding  to  wind  up  their  concerns, 
and  pay  over  to  the  United  States  the  amount  due  on 
account  of  tiie  stock  held  by  them,  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  old  bank  appear  to  have  transferred 
the  books,  papers,  notes,  obligations,  and  most  or  all 
of  its  property,  to  this  new  corporation,  which  entered 
upon  business  as  a  continuation  of  the  old  concern. 
Amongst  other  acts  of  questionable  validity,  the 
notes  of  the  expired  corporation  are  known  to  have  been 
used  OS  its  own,  and  again  put  in  circulation.  That 
the  old  bank  had  no  right  to  issue  or  reissue  its  notes 
tiler  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  cannot  be  denied ; 
and  that  it  could  not  confer  any  such  right  on  its  sub- 
stitute, any  more  than  exercise  it  itself,  is  equaljy 
plain.  In  law  and  honesty,  tho  notes  of  the  bank  in 
circulation,  at  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  should 
have  been  called  in  by  public  advertisement,  paid  up 
as  presented,  and,  together  with  those  on  hand,  can- 
celled and  destroyed.    Their  reissue  is  sanctioned  by 
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no  law,  and  wammted  by  no  necessity.  If  the  United 
Statea  be  responaUe  in  their  stod  for  the  psyment 
of  these  not^  their  rdssne  bj  the  new  corporation, 
for  their  own  profit,  is  a  fnnd  on  the  Qovemment.  If 
the  United  States  is  not  responsible,  then  there  is  no 
l^al  responsibility  in  any  quarter,  and  it  is  a  fraud  on 
the  cotmtry.  They  are  the  redeemed  notes  of  a  dis- 
aolved  par^ership,  but,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
retiring  putner,  and  without  bis  consent,  are  again 
reisBaed  and  drcnlated. 

It  is  the  hi^  and  pecnllar  duty  of  Congress  to  de- 
dde  whether  any  Anther  J^islation  be  necessary  for 
the  aecntity  of  the  large  amount  of  public  property 
DOW  held,  and  in  use  by  the  new  bank,  and  for  rindi- 
cating  the  rights  of  &e  GoTeniment,  and  compelling 
a  speedy  and  honest  settlement  with  all  the  creditors 
of  the  old  bank,  public  and  private,  or  whether  the 
ealgect  shall  be  left  to  the  power  now  possessed  by  the 
Execotire  and  Judiciary.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  ihe  persons,  who,  as  managers  of  the  old 
banic,  undertook  to  control  the  Govenmient,  retained 
the  poblic  dividends,  shut  their  doors  upon  a  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  filled  the 
conntry  with  panic  to  accomplish  their  own  sinister 
ot^ects,  may  now,  as  managers  of  a  new  bank,  con- 
finue  with  impunity  to  flood  the  country  with  a  spurious 
currency;  use  the  seven  millions  of  Government 
stodc  for  thdr  own  profit,  and  refuse  to  the  United 
States  aH  Information  as  to  the  present  condition  of 
their  own  {xvperty,  and  the  prospect  of  recovering 
it  into  their  own  possesion. 

The  lessons  taught  by  the  Bank  of  the  TTnited 
%atea  cannot  well  be  lost  upon  the  American  people. 
They  will  take  care  never  again  to  place  so  tremen- 
dous a  power  in  irresponsible  hands ;  and  it  will  be 
fortunate  if  they  seriously  consider  the  consequences 
which  are  likely  to  result  on  a  smaller  scale  from  the 
fadfity  witii  which  corporate  powers  are  granted  by 
th^  State  Governments. 

It  is  beEeved  that  the  law  of  the  last  session,  reg- 
nh^Qg  ttie  deposit  banks,  operates  onerously  and 
nnjusUy  upon  tiiem  in  many  respects ;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  Congress,  on  proper  representation,  will  adopt 
die  modifications  irtiich  are  necessary  to  prevent  this 
comequence. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim, 
and  the  accompanying  documents,  all  which  are 
herewith  laid  before  you,  will  give  you  a  tall  view 
of  tiie  £veraified  and  important  operations  of  that 
Department  during  the  pest  year. 

The  military  movements  rendered  necessary  by  the 
aggressions  of  the  hostile  portions  of  tiie  Semux>le 
ma  Creek  tribes  of  Indians,  and  by  other  circum- 
stances, have  required  the  active  employment  of 
nearly  oar  whole  regular  force,  induding  Uie  marine 
corps,  and  of  large  bodies  of  militia  and  volunteers. 
With  all  tiieae  events,  so  far  as  they  were  known 
at  the  seat  of  Government  before  the  termination 
of  your  last  session,  you  are  already  acquainted; 
and  it  is,  therefore,  only  needi\il  In  this  place 
to  lay  before  you  a  Inicf  summary  of  what  has  since 
oecurred. 

The  war  with  the  Seminoles,  during  the  summer, 
was,  on  our  {Mirt,  chiefly  confined  to  the  protection 
of  oar  frontier  settlements  fVom  the  Incursions  of  the 
enemy;  and,  as  a  necessary  and  Important  means 
for  the  aooomplishment  of  that  end,  to  the  mainten- 
ince  of  the  posts  previously  established.  In  the 
eimne  of  this  duty,  several  actions  took  place,  in 
vldcfa  the  bravery  and  disdpUno  of  both  ofBcers 
■d  men  were  oonsidcooasly  disphkyed,  and  iriiich 


I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  ilotiee,  in  leqteet  to  the 
former,  by  the  granting  of  brevet  tank  for  gidhuni 
servicies  in  the  field.  But  as  the  foroe  of  tiie  Indiana 
was  not  so  far  weakeiwd  by  these  partial  ■uooeesea 
as  to  lead  them  to  submit,  and  as  thdr  savage  inroadi 
were  frequentiy  repeated,  eariy  measures  were  taken 
for  placing  at  the  dispoad  of  Governor  Call,wlio,  aa 
oommander-in-diief  of  the  territorial  militia,  had  been 
temporarily  Invested  with  the  command,  an  ample 
force,  for  the  purpose  of  resuming  offensire  opera- 
tions, in  the  most  effident  manner,  so  soon  as  the 
season  should  permit.  M^or-Oeneral  Jesup  was 
also  directed,  on  the  condodon  of  his  duties  in  the 
Creek  country^  to  repair  to  Florida,  and  aasame  the 
command. 

The  result  of  the  first  movement  made  by  the 
forces  under  the  direction  of  Governor  Gall,  in 
October  last,  as  detailed  in  the  aooompanying  paper*, 
ezdted  mudi  surprise  and  disappointment  A  ftiU 
explanation  has  been  required  of  the  causes  wUch 
led  to  the  failure  of  that  movement,  but  has  not  yet 
been  received.  In  the  mean  time,  as  it  was  feared 
that  the  health  of  Governor  Call,  who  was  understood 
to  have  suffered  much  from  ddcness,  might  not  be 
adequate  to  the  crisis,  and  as  Mijor-General  Jesop 
was  known  to  have  readied  Florida,  that  officer  was 
directed  to  assume  the  command,  and  to  prosecute 
all  needlVil  operations  with  tlie  utmost  promptitude 
and  vigor.  From  the  force  at  his  disposal,  uod  the 
dispositions  he  has  made,  and  is  Instructed  to  make, 
and  fh>m  the  very  elBdent  measures  whidt  it  is  since 
ascertained  have  been  taken  by  Governor  Call,  there 
is  reason  to  hope  that  they  will  soon  be  enabled  to 
reduce  the  enemy  to  sulgection.  In  the  mean  time, 
as  you  will  percdve  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary, 
there  is  urgent  necessity  for  ftirther  appropriations 
to  suppress  these  hostilities. 

Happily  for  the  interests  of  humanity,  the  hostili- 
ties with  the  Creeks  were  brought  to  a  close  soon 
after  your  adjournment,  without  that  etrtuion  of  blood 
which  at  one  time  was  apprehended  as  inevitable. 
The  unconditional  subminion  of  the  hostile  pnty 
was  followed  by  their  speedy  removal  to  the  country 
assigned  them  west  of  the  MissisdppL  The  inquiry 
as  to  alleged  fhiuds  in  the  purchase  of  tiie  reserva- 
tions of  those  Indians,  and  tlie  cause  of  their  hostili- 
ties, requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  1st  of  July  last,  to  be  made 
by  the  Preadent,  is  now  going  on,  through  the 
agency  of  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
Their  report  may  be  expected  during  your  present 
session. 

The  difficulties  apprehended  hi  the  Cherokee 
country  have  been  prevented,  and  the  peace  and 
safety  of  that  region  and  its  vidnity  effectually 
secured  by  the  timely  measures  taken  by  the  War 
Department,  and  still  continued. 

The  discretionary  authority  given  to  General 
Gaines  to  croas  the  Sabine,  and  ti  occupy  a  position 
as  far  west  as  Naoogdoches,  in  case  he  should  deem 
such  a  step  necessary  to  the  protection  of  the  frontier, 
and  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  contained 
in  our  treaty  with  Mexico,  and  the  movement  sub- 
seqoentiy  nmde  by  that  officer,  have  been  alluded 
to  in  a  fbrmer  part  of  this  message.  At  the  date  of 
the  hteet  intdligenoe  from  Naccndodiefl  our  troops 
were  yet  at  that  station;  but  the  officer  who  has 
succeeded  Genersl  Gaines  has  reeently  been  adVIsed, 
that,  fVom  the  facts  known  at  the  seat  of  Govenmient, 
there  would  seem  to  be  no  adequate  cause  for  any 
longer  maintaining  that  poaitfani ;  and  be  was  aooord- 
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ingly  iitttructed,  in  case  the  troops  were  not  already 
withdrawn  under  the  discretionary  power*  before 
poeiessed  by  him,  to  give  the  requisite  orders  for 
that  purpose,  on  the  receipt  of  the  instructions, 
unless  be  shall  then  have  in  his  possession  such  in- 
formation as  shall  satisfy  him  that  the  maintenance 
of  the  post  is  essential  to  the  protection  of  our 
frontiers,  and  to  the  due  execution  of  our  treaty 
stipulations,  as  previously  explained  to  him. 

Whilst  the  necessitiea  existing  during  the  present 
year,  for  the  service  of  militia  and  volunteers,  have 
furnished  new  proofs  of  the  patriotism  of  our  fellow- 
dtizens,  they  have  also  strongly  illustrated  the 
importance  of  an  increase  in  the  ruik  and  file  of  the 
regular  army.  The  views  of  this  subject,  submitted 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  report,  meet  my  entire 
concurrence,  and  are  earnestly  commended  to  the 
deliberate  attention  of  Congress.  In  this  connection, 
it  is  also  proper  to  remind  you,  that  the  defects  in 
our  present  militia  system  arc  every  day  rendered 
more  apparent  The  duty  of  making  further  provis- 
ion by  law,  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining 
this  arm  of  defence,  has  been  so  repeatedly  repre- 
sented to  Congress  by  myself  and  my  predecessors, 
that  I  deem  it  sufficient,  on  this  occasion,  to  refer  to 
the  last  annual  message  and  to  former  Executive 
communications,  in  which  the  subject  has  been  dis- 
oussed. 

It  ^>pears  from  ibe  reports  of  the  officers  charged 
with  mustering  into  service  the  volunteers  called 
ibr  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session,  that 
more  presented  themselves  at  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous in  Tennessee,  than  were  sufficient  to  meet  the 
requisition  which  had  been  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  upon  the  Governor  of  that  State.  This  was 
occasioned  by  the  omission  of  the  Qovernor  to  appor- 
tion the  requisition  to  the  different  regiments  of 
militia,  so  as  to  obtain  the  proper  number  of  troops, 
and  no  more.  It  seems  but  just  to  the  patriotic 
oitizens  who  repaired  to  the  general  rendezvous, 
under  circumstances  authorizing  them  to  believe  that 
their  services  were  needed,  and  would  be  accepted, 
that  the  expenses  incurred  by  them,  while  absent 
ftom  tbdr  homes,  should  be  paid  by  the  Oovem- 
ment  I  accordingly  recommend  thti  a  law  to  this 
effect  be  passed  by  Congress,  giving  them  a  com- 
pensation which  will  cover  their  expenses  on  the 
march  to  and  from  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and 
while  there ;  in  connection  with  which,  it  will  also 
be  proper  to  make  proviaon  for  such  other  equitable 
olaims,  growing  out  of  the  service  of  the  militia,  as 
may  not  be  embraced  in  the  existing  laws. 

On  the  unexpected  breaking  out  <^  hostilities  in 
Florida,  Alabama,  and  Georgia,  it  became  necessary, 
in  some  cases,  to  take  the  property  of  individuals 
for  public  use.  Provision  ^oold  be  made  by  law 
for  indemnifying  the  owners;  and  I  would  also 
respeotAUly  surest  whether  some  provision  may 
not  be  made,  consiatentiy  with  the  principles  of 
our  Government,  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by 
Indian  depredations,  or  by  the  operations  of  our  own 
troops. 

Ko  time  was  lost,  after  the  making  of  the  requi- 
site appropriations,  in  resnming  the  great  national 
work  of  completing  the  unfinished  fortifications 
on  our  seaboard,  and  of  placing  them  in  a  proper 
state  of  defence.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the 
▼ery^te'  day  at  which  those  bills  were  passed,  but 
littte  frognm  could  be  made  during  the  season 
which  has  just  closed.  A  very  large  amooat  of 
tiMBOMT*  granted  at  your  last  aeision  accordingly 


remuns  unexpended;  but  as  the woit will  be  again 
resumed  at  the  earliest  moment  in  the  coming 
spring,  the  balance  of  the  existing  appropriations, 
and  in  several  cases  which  will  be  laid  before  you, 
with  the  proper  estimates,  further  sums  for  the 
like  oi^ects  may  be  usefully  expended  during  the 
next  year. 

The  recommendations  of  an  increase  in  the  engi- 
neer corps,  and  for  a  reorganization  of  the  topo- 
graphical corps,  submitted  to  yon  in  my  Ust  annual 
message,  derive  additional  strength  from  the  great 
embarrassments  experienced,  during  the  present 
year,  in  those  branches  of  the  service,  and  imder 
which  they  are  now  suffering.  Several  of  the  most 
important  surveys  and  constructions,  directed  by 
recent  laws,  have  been  suspended  in  consequence 
of  the  want  of  adequate  force  in  these  corps. 

The  like  observations  may  be  applied  to  the 
ordnance  corps  and  to  the  general  staff,  the  opera- 
tions of  which,  as  they  are  now  organized,  must 
either  be  frequently  interrupted,  or  performed  by 
officers  taken  from  the  line  of  the  army,  to  the 
great  prejudice  of  the  service. 

For  a  general  view  of  the  condition  of  the 
Military  Academy,  and  of  the  other  branches  of 
the  military  service,  not  already  noticed,  as  well  as 
for  fuller  illustrations  of  those  which  have  been 
mentioned,  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  doco- 
ments;  and  among  the  various  proposals  contained 
therein  for  legislative  action,  I  would  particularly 
notice  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for 
the  ravition  of  the  pay  of  the  army,  as  entitled  to 
your  &vorable  regard. 

The  national  policy,  founded  alike  in  interest 
and  in  humanity,  so  long  and  so  steadily  pursued 
by  this  Government,  for  the  removal  of  the  Indian 
tribes  originally  settled  on  this  side  of  the  Hissia- 
nppi  to  the  west  of  that  river,  may  be  said  to  have 
been  consummated  by  the  conclusion  of  the  late 
treaty  with  the  Chendcees.  The  measures  tal:en  in 
the  execution  of  that  treaty,  and  in  relation  to  our 
Indian  affairs  generally,  will  fully  appear  by  refer- 
ring to  the  accompanying  papers.  Without  dwell- 
ing on  the  numerous  and  uiportant  topics  embraced 
in  them,  I  again  invite  your  attention  to  the  im- 
portance of  providing  a  well-digested  and  compre- 
hensive system  for  the  protection,  supervision,  and 
improvement  of  the  various  tribes  now  planted  in 
the  Indian  country.  The  suggestions  submitted  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  enforced 
by  the  Secretary,  on  this  subject,  and  also  in  regard 
to  the  establishment  of  additional  military  posts  in 
the  Indian  country,  are  entitied  to  your  profound 
consideration.  Both  measures  are  necessary,  for 
the  double  purpose  of  protecting  the  Indians  from 
intestine  war,  and  in  other  respects  complying  with 
our  engagements  to  them,  and  of  securing  oar 
Western  frontier  against  incursions  which  other- 
wise will  assuredly  be  made  on  it.  The  best  hopes 
of  humanity  in  regard  to  the  aboriginal  race,  the 
welfare  of  our  rapidly  extending  settlements,  and 
the  honor  of  the  United  States,  are  all  deeply- 
involved  in  the  relations  existing  between  this 
Government  and  the  emigrating  tribes.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  various  natters  submitted  in 
the  accompanying  documents,  in  respect  to  those 
relations,  will  receive  your  early  and  mature  delib- 
eration ;  and  that  it  may  issue  in  the  adoption  of 
legislative  measures  adapted  to  the  circumstances 
and  duties  of  the  present  crisis. 

Tou  are  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
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oC  the  Narf  for  a  aatis&etory  viev  of  the  <^r«- 
tioiia  of  the  department  onder  his  charge  daring 
the  preaent  year.  la  the  coaatmetion  of  Teawb 
at  lit  diflbrent  navy  yardi,  and  in  the  employment 
•f  oar  aliipa  and  aqoadroM  at  aea,  that  branch  of 
the  aerrioe  has  been  aetiTely  and  otefully  employed. 
While  the  aitoation  of  our  commercial  interests  in 
the  West  Indies  required  a  greater  number  than 
usual  of  armed  Tsssels  to  be  kept  on  that  station, 
k  is  gratifying  to  perccire  tiiat  the  protection  due 
to  oar  commerce  in  other  quarters  of  the  world 
has  not  proved  insafBdent.  Every  effort  has  been 
made  to  &cilitate  the  equipment  of  the  exploring 
expedition  aatborized  by  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
but  all  the  preparation  necessary  to  enable  it  to 
mH  has  not  yet  been  completed.  No  means  will 
be  spared  by  the  Government  to  fit  out  the  expe- 
AtioB  OB  a  aeale  corresponding  with  the  Bberal 
appoqwatiens  for  the  purpose,  and  with  the  ele- 
vated character  ef  the  objects  which  are  to  be 
dfectedby  it. 

I  beg  leave  to  renew  the  recommendation  made 
in  my  last  annual  message  respecting  the  enlist- 
ment of  boys  in  oar  naval  service,  and  to  urge 
iqion  yonr  attention  the  necessity  of  further  appro- 
priationa  to  increase  the  number  of  ships  iJBoat, 
and  to  enlarge  generally  the  capacity  and  force  of 
the  navy.  The  inciease  of  our  commerce,  and  our 
postion  in  regard  to  the  other  powers  of  the 
world,  win  always  make  it  our  policy  and  interest  to 
eheiiA  the  great  naval  resources  of  our  country. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  presents  a 
gratifying  picture  of  the  condition  of  the  Post 
OCBee  Deputment.  Its  revenues,  for  the  year 
ending  the  80th  Jane  last,  were  $3,398,46S  19, 
efaowiog  aa  increase  of  revenue  over  that  of  the 
preeeding  year  of  $404,878  68,  or  more  than  thir- 
teen percent.  The  expenditures  for  the  same  year 
were  $2,766,623  76,  exhibiting  a  surplus  of  |642,- 
8S1  48.  The  Department  has  been  redeemed  from 
embarrassment  and  debt ;  has  accumulated  a  sar- 
{dus  of  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars;  has 
largely  extended,  and  is  preparing  still  fhrther  to 
extend,  the  mail  service,  and  recommends  a  reduc- 
tion of  postages  equal  to  about  twenty  per  cent. 
It  is  practising  upon  the  great  principle  which 
sheald  control  every  branch  of  our  Qovemment, 
of  rendering  to  tiie  public  the  greatest  good  pos- 
able  with  the  least  possible  taxation  to  the  people. 

The  scale  of  postages  suggested  by  the  Poet- 
master  Oeneral  recommends  itseii^  not  only  by  the 
leduetion  it  proposes,  but  by  the  simplicity  of  its 
arrangement,  its  conformity  with  the  Federal  our- 
lency,  and  the  improvement  it  will  introduce  into 
tiie  accounts  of  the  Department  and  its  agents. 

Tour  particular  attention  is  invited  to  the  snb- 
Jeet  of  mail  contracts  with  railroad  companies. 
The  present  laws  providing  for  the  malting  of  con- 
tracts are  based  upon  the  presumption  that  com- 
petition among  bidders  will  secure  the  service  at  a 
nir  price.  But  on  most  of  the  railroad  lines  there 
is  no  competition  in  that  lund  of  transportation, 
and  advertising  is  therefore  useless.  No  contract 
can  now  be  made  with  them,  except  such  as  shall 
be  negotiated  before  the  time  of  oiTering  or  after- 
wards, and  the  power  of  the  Postmaster  General 
to  pay  them  high  prices  is,  practically,  without 
Bautation.  It  would  be  a  relief  to  him,  and  no 
teibt  weald  conduce  to  the  public  interest,  to 
preaettbe  by  law  some  equitable  basis  upon  which 
contracts^  shall  rest,  and  leatriet  him  by  a 


fixed  role  of  allowance.  Under  a  liberal  act  of 
that  sort,  he  would  undoubtedly  be  able  to  secure 
the  services  of  most  of  the  railroad  companies, 
and  the  interest  of  the  Department  woold  be  thai 
advanced. 

The  correspondence  between  the  people  of  the 
United  Sutes  and  the  European  nations,  and  par- 
ticularly with  the  British  islands,  has  become  very 
extensive,  and  requires  the  interposition  of  Con- 
gress to  give  it  security.  No  obstacle  is  perceived 
to  an  interchange  of  mails  between  New  York  and 
Liverpool,  or  other  foreign  ports,  as  proposed  by 
the  Postmaster  General.  On  the  contrary  it  prom- 
ises, by  the  security  it  will  afford,  to  facilitate 
commcodal  transactions,  and  give  rise  to  an  en- 
larged intercourse  among  the  people  of  different 
nations,  which  cannot  but  have  a  happy  effect. 
Through  the  city  of  New  York  most  of  the  corre- 
spondence between  the  Canadas  and  Europe  is  now 
carried  on,  and  urgent  representations  have  been 
received  firom  the  head  of  the  Provincial  Post 
OfBce,  asking  the  interposition  of  the  United  States 
to  guard  it  from  the  accidents  iind  losses  to  which 
it  is  now  subjected.  Some  legislation  appears  to 
be  called  for,  as  well  by  our  own  interest  as  by 
comity  to  the  adjoining  British  Provinces. 

The  expediency  of  providing  a  fire-proof  build- 
ing for  the  important  books  and  papers  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  is  worthy  of  consideration. 
In  the  present  condition  of  oar  Treasury  it  b 
neither  necessary  nor  wise  to  leave  essential  pablio 
interests  exposed  to  so  much  danger,  when  they 
can  so  readily  be  made  secure.  There  are  weighty 
considerations  in  the  location  of  a  new  building 
for  that  Department,  in  &vor  of  placing  it  near  the 
other  Executive  buildings. 

The  important  subjects  of  a  survey  of  the  coast, 
and  the  manuiacture  of  a  standard  of  weights  and ' 
measures  for  the  different  custom-houses,  have 
been  in  progress  for  some  years  under  the  general 
direction  of  the  Executive,  and  the  immediate 
superintendence  of  a  gentieman  possessing  high 
scientific  attainments.  At  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  making  of  a  set  of  weights  and  measures 
for  each  State  In  the  Union,  was  added  to  the  others 
by  a  joint  resolufioo. 

The  care  and  correspondence  as  to  all  these  sub- 
jects, have  been  devolved  on  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment during  the  last  year.  A  special  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  soon  be  comma- 
nicated  to  Congress,  which  will  show  what  baa 
been  accomplished  as  to  the  whole;  the  numbed 
and  compensation  of  the  persons  now  employed  in 
these  duties,  and  the  progress  expected  to  be  made 
during  the  ensuing  year ;  with  a  copy  of  the  various 
correspondence  deemed  necessary  to  throw  light 
on  the  subjects  which  seem  to  require  additional 
legislation.  Claims  have  been  made  for  rctrcspcc- 
tive  allowances  in  behalf  of  the  superintendent  ami 
some  of  his  assistants,  which  I  did  not  feci  justified 
in  granting  ;  other  claims  have  been  made  for  laigo 
increases  m  compensation,  which,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  several  cases,  I  declined 
making  without  the  express  sanctioa  of  Congress. 
In  order  to  obtain  that  sanction,  the  subject  was, 
at  the  last  session,  on  my  suggestion,  and  by  re- 
quest of  the  immediate  superintendent,  submitted 
by  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  But 
BO  legislative  action  having  taken  place,  the  eariy 
attention  of  Congress  Is  now  invited  to  the  enact- 
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ment  of  some  expressed  and  detailed  provisions  in 
tektion  to  tlie  various  claims  made  for  the  past,  and 
to  the  compensation  and  allowances  deemed  proper 
for  the  future. 

It  is  fltrther  respectfully  recommended  that,  such 
being  the  inconvenience  of  attention  to  these 
dnties  by  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  such  the  great 
pressure  of  bu^ness  on  the  Treasury  Department, 
the  general  supervision  of  the  coast  survey,  and 
the  completion  of  the  weights  and  measures,  if  the 
worlu  are  kept  united,  should  be  devolved  on  a 
board  of  officers  organized  specially  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  on  the  Nary  Board  attached  to  the  Mary 
Department. 

All  my  experience  and  reflection  confirm  the 
oonvictioD  I  have  so  often  expressed  to  Con- 
gress in  faror  of  an  amendment  of  the  consti- 
tution which  will  prevent,  in  any  event,  the 
elecUon  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States  devolving  on  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives and  the  Senate ;  and  I  therefore 
beg  leave  again  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the 
subject.  There  were  various  other  suggestions  in 
my  last  annual  message  not  acted  upon,  particularly 
that  relating  to  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  laws 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  are  deemed 
worthy  of  your  favorable  consideration. 

Before  concluding  this  paper,  I  think  it  due  to 
the  various  executive  departments  to  bear  testimony 
to  their  prosperous  condition,  and  to  the  ability 
and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted. 
It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a 
vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  busi- 
ness, and  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  that  there 
is  no  just  cause  of  complaint  from  any  quarter  at 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects 
of  their  creation. 

Having  now  finished  the  observations  deemed 
proper,  on  this,  the  last  occasion  I  shall  have  of 
communicating  with  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
at  their  meeting,  I  cannot  omit  an  expression  of 
the  gratitude  imch  is  duo  to  the  great  body  of  my 
feUow-citizens,  in  whose  partiality  and  indulgence  I 
have  found  encouragement  and  support,  in  the  many 
difficult  and  trying  scenes  through  which  it  has  been 
my  lot  to  pass  during  my  pubUc  career.  Though 
deeply  sensible  that  my  exertions  hare  not  been 
crowned  with  a  success  corresponding  to  the  degree 
of  favor  bestowed  upon  me,  I  am  sure  that  Siey 
irill  be  considered  as  having  been  directed  by  an 
earnest  desire  to  promote  the  good  of  my  country ; 
and  I  am  consoled  by  the  persuasion  that  whatever 
errors  have  been  committed  will  find  a  corrective 
in  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  those  who  will 
succeed  us.  All  that  has  occurred  during  my 
administration  is  calculated  to  inspire  me  with 
increased  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  institu- 
tions ;  and  should  I  be  spared  to  enter  upon  that 
retirement  which  is  so  suitable  to  my  age  and  infirm 
health,  and  so  much  desired  by  me  in  other  re- 
spects, I  shall  not  cease  to  invoke  that  beneficent 
Being  to  whose  providence  we  are  already'so  sig- 
nally indebted,  for  the  continuance  of  his  blessings 
on  our  beloved  country. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WAgHraOTOir,  6th  Deetmber,  1886. 

Five  thonsand  oopiea  of  the  Message  and  the 
accompanyiiig  docoments  'vrere  ordered  to  bo 
printed. 


I>eath  of  Mr.  OoldOcrough. 

Mr.  EsKT  addressed  the  Ohair  as  foUows : 

Mr.  President :  Yonder  vacant  seat,  hereto- 
fore BO  ably  and  so  faithftally  filled,  bat  too  sig- 
nifloantly  indicates  the  object  of  my  addrening 
yon  at  this  time. 

I  rise,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  annonncing  to 
yon  and  to  the  Senate  the  melancholy  inteUi- 
geuce  of  the  death  of  my  very  -worthy  and 
excellent  coUeagae,  the  late  Robert  H.  Golds- 
BOBonoH.  He  departed  this  life  during  the 
late  recess,  after  a  short  illnees,  in  the  midst 
of  his  usefulness,  and  at  a  period  when  we 
should  have  been  justifiable  in  aUotting  to  him 
many  years  of  rigoroos  health. 

But  few  individnals  have  occupied  a  greater 
space  in  public  estimation  in  his  native  State 
than  Mr.  QoLoeBoitouaH.  He  fiUed,  {torn  an 
early  period  of  Ms  life,  with  no  inconsiderable 
degree  of  reputation,  varioTU  public  stationa, 
and  was  twice  elected  to  a  seat  in  this  body. 
Possessing  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education, 
which  had  been  well  improved,  with  the  most 
polished  address,  he  was  ever  found  a  ready 
and  efficient  debater,  remarkable  for  his  cour- 
tesy and  politeness.  He  was  truly  said  to  have 
been  "  a  man  of  manners  and  of  letters  too." 

Mr.  GoLDBBOBonoH's  exertions  for  the  benefit 
of  his  fellow-men  were  not  confined  to  pablio 
life.  He  was  prominent  as  an  agriculturist, 
making  frequent  and  judicious  experiments, 
enforcing  his  ^iews  by  very  able  essays,  there- 
by directing  the  attention  of  the  agricultnrist 
to  such  objects  as  were  calculated  to  ameliorate 
and  improve  the  condition  of  his  exhausted 
lands.    Truly  exemplary  in  all  the  relations  of 

Srivate  life,  as  a  friend,  neighbor,  and  in  the 
omestic  circle,  he  was  tmrivalled. 
To  me,  personally,  his  loss  is  traly  afflicting. 
A  severe  noarseness,  under  which  I  have  la- 
bored for  some  time,  obliges  me  to  be  thus  brief. 
I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution : 

"Xtiolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Scoato, 
from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of 
respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the  Honorable 
Robert  H.  Goldsborouoh,  deceased,  late  a  member 
thereof,  will  go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month, 
by  the  usual  mode  of  wearing  orape  round  the  left 
arm." 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted,  and 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

■Wkdhesdat,  December  7. 
MaditoTi'i  Writings. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States : 
To  tht  Senate  and  Some  of  Repreeentativtt  i 

I  trannnit,  herewith,  copies  of  my  correspondence 
with  Mrs.  Madison,  produced  by  the  resolution 
adopted  at  the  last  session  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  decease  of  her 
venerated  husband.  The  occasion  seems  to  bo 
appropriate  to  present  a  letter  ftom  her  on  the 
subject  of  the  publication  of  a  woric  of  great 
poUticol  interest  and  ability,  careftally  prepared  by 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OV  00NORES8. 


57 


DsCEHBBB,  18S6.J 


7V  TVewiuy  Oiimlar. 


[SBTATa. 


Kr.  Madison's  ovn  bsnd,  nndw  cireamstaiiCM  that 
pre  it  cUms  to  be  conndered  u  Uttto  1«M  than 
officii. 

GoDgresa  has  already,  at  eonaiderable  expense, 
pablisbed,  in  «  nofety  of  fotins,  the  naked  joiirnals 
at  tbe  reyolBtfcmary  Congteai,  and  of  the  eonren- 
tiona  that  formed  the  Conatitntioa  of  the  United 
>  8Me&  I  am  penaaded  that  the  work  of  Kr. 
MadiMO,  coDsideriDg  the  anthor,  the  sabjecc-matter 
of  it,  and  the  drconutances  under  which  it  was 
prepared — king  withheld  from  the  public  as  it  has 
been  by  those  motives  of  personal  kindness  and 
delicacy  that  gave  tone  to  his  intercourse  with  his 
lellow-men,  until  he  and  all  who  had  been  partici- 
pators with  him  in  the  scenes  be  describes,  have 
passed  away — well  deserves  to  become  the  property 
of  the  nation :  and  cannot  iaH,  if  pubUsiied  and 
fisserainated  at  the  public  charge,  to  confer  the 
Bost  important  of  all  benefits  on  the  present  and 
tT«ry  socceeding  generation— accurate  knowledge 
«f  the  principles  of  their  OoTemmeot,  and  the  cir- 
canstances  under  which  they  were  recommended, 
and  endiodiad  in  the  constitution  for  adoption. 
AKDBEW  JACKSOX. 
Deetmber  6,  1886. 

On  motioii  of  Mr.  Bms,  the  reading  of  the 
eotrespondenoe  was  dispensed  with,  and  it 
was  ordered  to-be  printed. 

E^^vrtging  the  Journal, 
ILr.  BEfTOS  gave  notice  that  on  the"  first 
day  on  -which  there  was  a  Senate  snfflciently 
faU,  he  doold  ask  leave  to  introdnce  a  resola- 
tion  to  expnnge  from  the  Journal  certain  sen- 
tences thereon.  He  wonld  state,  at  the  same 
time,  that  tbe  resolotion  he  sboold  introduce 
wonM  be  in  the  same  words  as  the  one  intro- 
dnced  by  him  at  the  last  session,  and  it  was 
Ms  wish  that  the  resolution  might  be  disposed 
of  by  the  Senate,  before  the  other  important 
bnaness  ot  tbe  sesdon  commenced. 


HoKDAY,  December  12. 

Mr.  Bi^OK,  Senator  from  Miasiaaippi,  Mr. 
Tajxxaimb,  Senator  fW>m  New  York,  and  Mr. 
Wkbbteb,  Sttuttor  from  Massachnsetta,  appeared 
to-day,  and  took  their  seats. 

StmtemenU  of  Commeret  and  Navigation, 
Kr.  Bkhtoh  called  up  the  resolution  he  had 

offered,  respecting  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of 

printing  the  annual  report  from  the  Treasury 

on  commerce  and  navigation. 
Mr.  Xbioht  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 

by  striking  oat  all  after  the  word  "  resolved," 

andinsertuig — 

RaohedhytJuSmaUandEouttofRtprtttnlativei, 
niat  the  annual  statement  of  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  United  States  be  hereafter  printed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  communicated  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  commencement  of  each  stated  senion  of  Con- 
grcsB,  and  that  said  statement  be  printed  in  the 
same  form  and  at  the  same  price  as  tbe  ordinary 
printing  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress ;  that  the 
same  number  of  copies  as  are  usiully  printed  be 
fonnahed  for  the  purpose  of  binding  and  distribu- 


tion, and  that  Ave  thooiand  additional  copies  be 
equally  distributed  to  the  members  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Bepreaentatives. 

Mr.  Bentoit  seud  that,  on  looking  farther 
into  the  existing  law  providing  for  the  printing 
of  this  document,  he  had  become  convinced 
that  some  such  modification  of  tbe  resolution 
was  necessary  as  had  now  been  proposed.  The 
only  objection  he  had  to  it  related  to  the  five 
thousand  additional  copies  to  be  printed  for  the 
Senate ;  he  thought  tnis  number  larger  than 
necessary,  and  proposed  that  it  be  reduced  to 
three  thousand. 

Mr.  Kirionr  assenting,  the  resolution  was  so 
modified  accordingly,  and  in  this  form  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Setretary  of  iht  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  in  place  of  "Waltks  Low- 
bh,  Esq.,  resigned. 

On  the  first  ballot,  Mr.  Abbttbt  Dioeinb  re- 
ceived 20  votes ;  Hon.  Abstold  KAnD^nr,  lato 
of  the  Senate,  18;  scattering  8;  81  being 
necessary  to  a  choice. 

On  the  second  ballot,  Mr.  DioKiire  rec<nved 
21 ;  Mr.  Kavdain  18 ;  Mr.  Bbtan  1 ;  21  being 
necessary  to  a  choice. 

Mr.  DioKms  was  accordingly  declared  to  be 
duly  elected  Secretary  of  the  senate. 

Memory  of  Mr.  Kitmard. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton,  of  Indiana,  it  was 
Jtetolved,  That,  in  memory  of  the  late  Hon.  Mr. 
EiMNARD,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives IVom  the  State  of  Indiana,  the  members  of  the 
Senate  wear  crape  on  the  leit  arm  for  tbe  space  of 
thirty  days. 

Wbdnbsday,  December  14. 

Mr.  Calhoiw,  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
appeared  to  day  in  his  seat, 

The  Treatmry  Oireular. 

The  following  resolutions,  introduced  by  Mr. 
EwDio,  of  Ohio,  being  at  their  second  reading: 

"  Ruolved  by  the  Senate  and  Bouae  of  Bepretenioi- 
tivu,  Ac,  That  the  Treasury  order  of  the  eleventh 
day  of  July,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  designating  the  funds  which 
should  be  receivable  in  payment  for  public  lands, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

"  Reiolved,  alto,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawAiI  for 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  delegate  to  any 
person,  or  to  any  corporation,  the  power  of  direct- 
ing what  funds  shall  be  receivable  for  customs,  or 
for  the  public  Unds ;  nor  shall  he  make  any  dis- 
crimination in  tbe  fonds  so  receivable,  between 
different  individuals,  or  between  the  different 
branches  of  the  public  revenue." 

Mr.  EwiNo,  of  Ohio  spoke  as  follows :  This 
extraordinary  paper  (the  Treasury  Circular) 
was  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  tbe  11th  of  July  last  in  the  form  of  a  circu- 
lar to  the  receivers  of  public  money  in  the 
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several  land  offices  in  the  United  States,  direct- 
ing them,  after  the  16th  of  Aognat  then  next, 
to  receive  in  payment  for  pablio  lands  notiiing 
bnt  gold  and  silver  and  certificates  of  deposits, 
si^ed  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  saving  in  favor  of  acto^  settlers,  and 
bona  fide  reddents  in  the  State  in  vhioh  the 
butd  happened  to  lie.  This  saving  was  for  a 
limited  time,  and  expires^  I  think,  to-^norrow. 
The  professed  object  of  this  order  was  to  check 
the  speonlations  in  public  lands ;  to  check  ex- 
cessive issues  of  bank  paper  in  the  West,  and  to 
increase  the  specie  currency  of  the  coantry; 
and  Uie  necessity  of  the  measure  was  supported, 
or  pretended  to  be  supported,  by  the  opinions 
of  members  of  this  body  and  the  other  branch 
of  Congress.  But,  before  I  proceed  to  examine 
in  detw  this  paper,  its  character  and  its  conse- 
anenoes,  I  will  briefly  advert  to  the  state  of 
tibings  out  of  which  it  grew. 

I  am  confident,  and  I  believe  I  can  make  the 
thing  manifest,  that  the  avowed  objects  were 
not  the  only,  nor  even  the  leading  objects  for 
which  this  order  was  framed ;  they  may  have 
influenced  the  minds  of  some  who  advised  it, 
but  those  who  planned,  and  those  who  at  last 
virtually  executed  it,  were  governed  by  other 
and  different  motives,  which  I  shall  proceed  to 
explain. 

It  was  foreseen,  prior  to  the  commencement 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that  there  would 
be  a  very  large  surplus  of  money  in  the  public 
Treasury  beyond  the  wants  o£  the  country  for 
all  their  reasonable  expenditures.  It  was  also 
well  understood  that  the  land  bill,  or  some  other 
measure  for  the  distribution  of  this  fond,  would 
be  again  presented  to  Congress;  and,  if  the 
true  condition  of  the  public  Treasury  were 
known  and  understood,  that  its  distribution,  in 
some  form  or  other,  would  be  demanded  by  the 
country.  On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  to  have 
been  determined  by  the  party,  and  some  of 
those  who  act  with  it  thoroughly,  that  the 
money  should  remain  where  it  was,  in  the 
deposit  banks,  so  that  it  could  be  wielded  at 
pleasure  by  the  Executive.  Hence  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  8th  day  of 
December,  1885,  (doc.  2,  page  2,)  makes  the 
aggregate  balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1836,  no  more  than  $19,147,- 
000;  but  now  the  controversy  is  ended,  ho 
shows,  in  his  report  of  the  6th  of  December, 
1886,  that  the  true  amount  of  that  balance  was 
126,749,808,  making  an  error  of  $7,602,603. 
There  enters  into  this,  and  thence  arises  the 
egregious  error,  an  estimate  of  the  receipts  for 
the  last  quarter  of  the  then  current  year.  After 
three-quarters  of  that  quarter  had  elapsed; 
after  this  was  in  the  hands  of  inferior  officers, 
and,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  within 
the  knowledge  of  his  several  bureaus  at  "Wash- 
ington, receipts  within  that  quarter  of  about 
seven  millions,  he  estimates  the  aggregate  re- 
ceipts fbr  the  whole  quarter  at  $4,950,000, 
whereas  the  true  amount,  as  now  reported,  was 


$11,950,000,  making  a  difference  in  the  reoeipts 
of  that  single  quarter  of  seven  millions.  I  thmk 
I  am  very  safe  in  saying  that  this  most  extra- 
ordinary error  nevw  would  have  ooonrred  in 
this  report  if  it  had  been  the  wish  of  the 
Exeontive  to  parade  before  the  naticMi  a  very 
prosperous  state  of  the  pubHo  Treasury,  and  a 
large  receipt  for  the  year  1886.  IS  nothing  had  « 
been  feared  about  the  land  bill  or  distribnti(» 
project,  the  estimate  for  that  quarter  would 
probably  have  equalled  the  actual  receipts. 
.  The  statement  of  the  Secretary,  however, 
showed  a  surplus ;  but  he  proceeds  to  calculate 
it  away  in  the  year  1886.  He  conjectures  that 
the  receipts  of  that  year  will  amount  to  $19,- 
760,000,  and  of  this  he  allows  the  public  lands 
to  prodooe  $4,000,000.  The  l^hole  reodpt 
being  less  by  about  $4,000,000,  than  sufficieat 
to  sustain  the  estimated  expenses  of  the  year. 
Bat  in  his  report  of  December  6, 1886,  he  gives 
the  reoeipts  of  the  same  year  at  $47,691,898^ 
more,  by  about  $28,000,000,  than  his  estimate;, 
and  of  this  the  public  lands  yield  $24,000,000, 
six  times  the  amount  of  that  estimate. 

These  facts  are  striking ;  and  if  the  errors 
originate  in  mere  mistake,  which  I  am  willing 
to  believe,  they  indicate  a  most  extraordinary- 
degree  of  ignorance  as  to  the  business  of  thd 
country,  and  the  direction  of  its  coital,  or  a 
mind  easily  biased  and  led  into  error  by  pre- 
conceived opinions. 

But  Senators,  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
which  afterwards  sprung  up  on  the  land  bill, 
went  much  farther  than  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  They  denied,  and  most  unequivo- 
coUy,  that  there  was  any  surplus,  or  that  there 
would  be  any :  and,  when  some  of  us  ofiered 
an  estimate  of  what  would  be  the  receipts  into' 
the  Treasury  in  the  current  year,  we  were  told 
that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  fasten  that 
estimate  upon  us  at  this  session  of'Oongress. 
I,  however,  for  one,  determined  to  relieve 
gentlemen  fVom  all  trouble  on  that  score,  as  far 
as  regarded  myself.  On  the  15th  of  March, 
1686, 1  submitted  my  estimate  of  the  revenues 
and  expenditures  of  the  current  year,  in  a 
speech  which  I  caused  to  be  printed  in  pam- 
phlet form.  In  this  I  estimated  the  receipts 
from  customs  for  the  year  at  -  $19,000,000 
The  public  lands  at  more  than  -  20,000,000 
And  I  made  the  whole  amount  on 
hand,  and  received  and  receiv- 
able, in  that  year,  in  round  num- 
bers, without  deducting  expen- 
ditures    77,000,000 

The  customs,  it  seems,  have  produced  $23,- 
000,000,  which  is  $4,000,000  more  than  my 
estimate.  The  public  luids  $24,000,000— about) 
the  sum  which  I  had  supposed.  And  the  foot> 
ing  of  the  oolomn  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  which  answers  to  my  estimate 
of  $77,000,000,  is  $74,441,702,  being  two  and 
a  half  millions  less  than  I  conjectured.  More 
than  this  deficit,  however,  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  the  bank  stock  which  I  had  sup- 
posed would  fall  in,  within  the  current  year, 
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has  not  jet  been  aold,  or  the  avails  of  it  received 
into  the  Treasory. 

When  the  true  state  of  things  became  too 
obvions  to  be  any  longer  snccessMly  contested ; 
when  it  became  apparent  to  every  one  here  and 
to  the  public  that  there  was  a  large  amonnt  of 
pablic  money  lying  in  the  deposit  banks,  and 
Ukely  to  remain  there  for  years,  an  ii\jary  to 
the  public,  and  b^iefidal  to  nobody,  except 
bankers  and  brokers;  and  when  no  other 
means  seemed  to  offer  of  resisting  a  distribu- 
tion of  this  fund,  the  coontry  became  suddenly 
threatened  with  a  foreign  war — and,  at  one 
time,  the  walls  of  our  Capitol  were  actually 
threatened  with  demolition  by  the  great  guns 
of  the  French  navy — we  were  in  imminent 
danger  of  invasion,  and  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  $80^000,000  were  called 
Sat  by  gentlemen  who  are  in  favor  of  economy 
waA  reform,  to  enable  the  Executive  to  prepare 
for  defence.  But  this  spectre  vanished.  Ihen 
we  were  threatened  with  Indian  invasion  and 
Indian  massacre  on  our  whole  North-western 
frontier.  The  squabble  with  a  miserable  horde 
of  naked  savages  in  the  swamps  of  Florida, 
which .  has  en^^ged  the  attention  of  this  war- 
like administration  for  the  last  year,  was  mag- 
nified into  a  general  and  formidable  rising  of 
all  the  tribes  east  of  the  Bocky  Mountains,  and 
military  preparations  were  called  for  that  we 
mig^t  be  in  armor  to  do  battle  with  them.  At 
last  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  sanctioned 
by  the  President,  put  an  end  to  all  this  ab- 
surdity; the  deposit  bill  passed,  after  a  des- 
perate struggle,  and  then  came  this  measure — 
the  Treasury  order — ^intended  to  destroy  its 
effect. 

This  order  grew  out  of  the  contest  to  which 
I  haTS  referred.  It  was  issued  not  by  the 
advice  of  Congress  or  under  the  sanction  of 
any  law.  It  was  delayed  until  Congress  was 
fairly  out  of  the  city,  and  all  possibility  of  inter- 
feraice  by  legislation  was  removed,  and  then 
came  forth  this  new  and  lost  expedient.  It  was 
known  that  these  funds,  received  for  public 
lands,  had  become  a  chief  source  of  revenue, 
and  it  may  have  occurred  to  some  that  the 
passage  of  a  Treasury  order  of  this  kind  would 
have  a  tendency  to  embarraie  the  country ;  and 
as  the  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  deposits  had 
Inst  passed,  the  public  might  be  brought  to 
believe  that  all  the  mischief  occasioned  by  the 
order  was  the  effect  of  the  distribution  bill. 
It  has,  indeed,  happened,  that  this  scheme  has 
fsiled;  the  public  understand  it  rightly,  but 
tiiat  was  not  by  any  means  certun  at  the  time 
the  measore  was  devised.  It  was  not  then 
foreseen  that  the  people  would  as  generally  see 
through  the  connivance  as  it  has  since  been 
found  that  they  do. 

There  may  have  been  various  other  motives 
wlucb  led  to  the  measure.  Many  minds  were 
probably  to  be  consalted,  for  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  a  step  like  this  was  taken  without 
eMBoltation,  and  guided  by  the  will  of  a  single 
m^vidnal  alone.    That  is  not  the  way  in 


which  these  things  are  done.  ITo  doubt  one 
effect  hoped  for  by  some  was,  that  a  chock 
would  be  given  to  ^e  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
The  operation  of  the  order  would  naturally  be, 
to  raise  the  price  of  land  by  raising  the  price 
of  the  onrrenoy  in  which  it  was  to  be  paid  for. 
But,  while  this  would  be  the  effect  on  small 
buyers,  those  who 'purchased  on  a  large  soala 
would  be  enabled  to  sell  at  an  advance  of  ten 
or  fifteen  per  cent,  over  what  would  have  been 
given  if  the  United  States  lands  had  been  open 
to  purchasers  in  the  ordinary  way.  Those  who 
had  borrowed  money  of  the  deposit  banks  and 
paid  it  out  for  lands,  would  thus  be  enabled 
to  make  sale  to  advantage,  and  by  means  of 
such  sales  make  payment  to  the  banks  who 
found  it  necessary  to  call  in  their  large  loans, 
in  order  to  meet  the  pa-ovisioos  of  the  deposit 
bilL  The  order,  therefore,  was  likely  to  operate 
to  the  common  benefit  of  the  deposit  banks 
and  the  great  land  dealers,  while  it  counteracted 
the  efforts  of  the  obnoxious  deposit  bilL 

There  may  have  been  yet  another  motive 
actuating  some  of  those  who  devised  this  order. 
There  was  danger  that  the  deposit  banks, 
when  caUed  upon  to  refund  the  public  treasure, 
would  be  unable  to  do  it :  indeed,  it  was  said 
on  this  floor  that  the  immediate  effect  of  the 
distribution  bill  would  be  to  break  those  banks. 
Now  this  Treasury  order  would  operate  to 
collect  the  specie  of  the  country  into  the  land 
offices,  whence  it  would  immediately  go  into 
the  deposit  banks,  and  would  prove  an  accept- 
able aid  to  them  while  making  the  transfers 
required  by  law.  These  seem  to  me  to  have 
been  among  the  real  motives  which  led  to  the 
adoption  of  that  order. 

Mr.  Bekton  replied  to  Mr.  Ewrao,  and  read 
a  passage  from  the  President's  Message  to  show 
the  reason  for  issuing  the  specie  circular,  and 
that  it  was  to  save  the  public  lands  from  be- 
coming the  prey  of  speculators  in  exchange  for 
worthless  bank  notes.  He  also  read  from  a 
speech  of  Mr.  Webstsb,  in  1816,  to  show  the 
dangers  of  paper  money  and  the  duty  of  the 
Gk>vemment  to  collect  its  duties  and  taxes  in 
gold  and  silver  only.  The  following  is  the 
extract  read : 

*'  Mr.  W.  said  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  once  more  to  the  subject  of 
the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  to  present  the 
resolutions  which  he  had  submitted.  He  had  been 
the  more  inclined  to  do  this,  from  an  iq>prehen8ion 
that  the  rejection  yesterday,  of  the  bill  which  had 
been  introduced,  might  be  construed  into  an  aban- 
donment, on  the  part  of  the  House,  of  bU  hope  of 
remedying  the  existing  evil.  He  had. had,  It  was 
true,  some  objections  agiunst  proceeding  by  way  of 
bill,  because  the  case  was  not  one  in  which  the  law 
was  deficient,  bat  one  in  which  the  execution  of  the 
law  was  deficient.  •  •  •  The  situation  of  the 
oountiy,  said  Mr.  W.,  in  r^srd  to  the  collection 
of  its  revenues,  is  most  deplorable.  With  a  fv> 
fectly  sound  legal  currency,  the  national  revenues 
are  not  collected  in  this  currency,  but  In  paper  of 
various  sorts,  and  various  degrees  of  value.  *  *  It 
is  quite  clear  that  by  the  statute  all  duties  and  taxes 
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are  required  to  be  paid  In  the  legal  money  of  tiie  United 
States,  or  in  the  Treasoiy  notea,  agreeably  to  a  recent 
pioTision.  It  is  just  as  clear  that  uie  law  has  been  dia- 
regarded,  and  that  the  notes  of  the  banlcs  of  a  hundred 
different  deecriptioDS,  and  almost  as  many  different 
values,  have  been  received,  and  are  still  received, 
where  the  statute  requires  legal  money  or  Treasury 
notes  to  be  paid.  *  *  There  are  some  poUtiod 
evils  which  are  seen  as  soon  as  they  are  dangerous,, 
and  which  alarm  at  once  as  well  the  p^ple  as  the 
Government  Wars  and  invasions,  ^erefore,  are 
not  always  the  most  certain  destroyers  of  national 
Drospeiity. '  They  come  in  no  questionable  shape. 
They  announce  their  own  approach,  and  the  genoral 
■afety  is  preserved  by  the  general  alarm.  Not  so 
with  the  evils  of  a  debased  coin,  a  depreciated  paper 
currency,  or  a  depressed  and  fiJling  puUic  credit. 
Not  so  with  the  plausible  and  insidious  miscbieis  of 
•  paper  money  system.  These  insinuate  themselves 
in  tbs  ahape  of  fiidUties,  accommodation,  and  relic£ 
They  hold  out  the  most  fallacious  hope  of  an  easier 
payment  of  debts,  and  a  lighter  burden  of  taxation. 
It  is  easy  for  a  pwtion  of  ^e  people  to  imagine  that 
Government  may  properly  continue  to  receive  depre- 
dated paper,  beoiuse  they  have  received  it,  and 
because  it  is  more  convenient  to  obtain  it  than  to 
obtain  other  paper  or  spede.  But  on  these  subjects 
it  is  that  Government  ought  to  exercise  its  own 
peculiar  wisdom  and  caution.  It  is  supposed  to 
possess,  on  subjects  of  this  nature,  somewhat  more 
of  foredgfat  tlun  has  &llen  to  the  lot  of  individuals. 
It  is  bound  to  foresee  the  evil  before  every  man  feeh 
it,  and  to  take  all  necessary  measures  to  guard 
against  it,  although  they  may  be  measures  att^ded 
with  some  difficulty,  and  not  without  some  temporary 
inconvenience.  •  •  •  •  •  The  only  power 
which  the  Government  possesses  of  restraining  the 
issue  of  the  State  banl^  is  to  refuse  their  notes  in  the 
receipts  of  the  Treasury.  Tliis  power  it  can  exercise 
now,  or  at  least  provide  now  for  exercising  it  in 
reasonable  time,  because  the  currency  of  some  part  of 
the  country  is  yet  sound,  and  the  evil  is  not  yet 
universal.  *  *  But  I  have  expressed  my  belief 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  I  now  repeat  the 
opinion,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  return  of  peace,  to  have  returned 
to  the  l^al  and  proper  mode  of  collecting  the 
revenue.  •  •  •  It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that 
the  influence  of  the  Treasury  could  have  effected  all 
this.  If  not,  it  could  have  withdrawn  the  deposits, 
and  the  countenance  of  the  Government,  from 
institutions  which,  against  all  rule  and  all  propriety, 
were  holding  great  sums  in  Government  stoclcs,  and 
Tnaltitig  enormous  profits  from  the  circulation  of  their 
own  dishonored  paper.  That  which  was  most  wanted 
was  the  designation  of  a  time  for  the  corresponding 
operation  of  banks  of  different  places.  They  could 
have  been  made  by  the  head  of  the  Treasoty  better 
than  by  anybody,  or  everybody  else.  •  •  •  • 
This  Goremment  has  a  right,  in  all  cases,  to  protect 
its  own  revenues,  and  to  guard  them  against  defalca- 
tion or  bad  and  depreciated  paper.  It  is  bound,  also, 
to  collect  the  taxes  of  the  poeplo  on  a  uniform 
system."    •••••••»••»• 

[Having  read  these  passages  from  the  speech  of 
Hr.  Webstib,  Mr.  Bemton  thus  concluded  his  own 
justification  of  the  Treasury  special  order:] 

The  Treasury  order  was  a  measure  of  regu- 
lation upon  the  State  baoka,  intended  to  save 


the  finances  and  the  currency,  as  well  as  the 
public  lands.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States 
regulated  the  State  banks  by  the  simple  process 
of  excluding  their  paper  from  the  Federal  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures ;  and  tliis  was  effected 
by  the  24th  and  26th  articles  of  the  by-laws  of 
the  corporation  already  read.  She  excluded 
them  to  make  room  for  her  on  notes ;  and  this 
is  the  extent  of  her  skill  and  of  her  merit  in 
all  this  boasted  regulation  of  local  currencies 
of  which  we  hear  so  much.  The  Federal 
Oovemment  has  only  to  do  the  same,  and  the 
State  bank  issues  are  repelled  upon  their 
sources,  and  become  comparatively  harmless. 
It  is  receivability  for  federal  dues ;  it  is  receiv- 
ability  at  the  land  oflSces,  custom-houses,  and 
post  offices,  which  gives  them  wings  to  fly  over 
the  continent,  and  enables  them  to  pass,  with- 
out regard  to  the  credit  or  solvency  of  the 
bank  from  which  they  come.  It  is  the  Federal 
Government  endorsement  which  does  the  mis- 
chief; and  this  endorsement,  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  false  credit  and  want  of  responsibility, 
18  given  to  the  whole  issue  of  every  bank  whose 
paper  is  made  receivable  for  public  dues.  Th« 
experiment  has  been  tried,  and  local  paper 
has  failed  as  a  national  currency,  and  out  of 
that  failure  arose  the  second  United  States 
Bank.  It  will  fail  again,  and  again,  and  forever  t 
There  is  no  safety  for  the  federal  revenues  bat 
in  the  total  exclusion  of  local  paper,  and  that 
from  every  branch  of  the  revenue— customs, 
lands,  and  post  office.  There  is  no  safety  for 
the  national  finances  but  in  the  constitutional 
medium  of  gold  and  silver.  After  forty  years 
of  wandering  in  the  wilderness  of  paper  money, 
we  have  approached  the  confines  of  the  consti- 
tutional medium.  Seventy-five  millions  of 
specie  in  the  country,  with  the  prospect  of 
annual  increase  of  ten  or  twelve  miUions  for 
the  next  four  years,  three  branch  mints  to  com- 
mence next  spring,  and  the  complete  restoration 
of  the  gold  currency,  anifonnce  the  snooess  of 
President  Jackson's  great  measures  for  the 
reform  of  the  currency,  and  vindicate  the  con- 
stitution from  the  libel  of  having  prescribed 
an  impracticable  currency.  The  success  is  com- 
plete ;  and  there  is  no  way  to  thwart  it,  but  to 
put  down  the  Treasury  order,  and  to  reop«a 
the  public  lands  to  the  inundation  of  p^>er 
money.  Of  this,  it  is  not  to  be  dissembled, 
there  is  great  danger.  Four  deeply  interested 
classes  are  at  work  to  do  it — speculators,  local 
banks,  United  States  Bank,  and  politicians  out 
of  power.  They  may  succeed,  but  he  (Mr.  B.) 
would  not  despair.  The  darkest  hour  of  night 
is  Just  before  the  break  of  day ;  and,  through 
the  gloom  ahead,  he  saw  the  bright  vision  of 
the  constitutional  currency  erect,  radiant,  and 
victorious.  Through  regulation  or  exploaon 
success  must  eventually  coroe.  If  reform 
measures  go  on,  gold  and  silver  will  be  gradu- 
ally and  temperately  restored ;  if  reform  meas- 
ures are  stopped,  then  the  paper  system  runs 
riot,  and  explodes  from  its  own  expansion. 
Then  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  exult 
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in  the  catastrophe,  and  claim  its  own  re-estab- 
lishment, as  the  only  adequate  regulator  of  the 
local  banks.  Then  it  will  be  said  the  specie 
experiment  has  foiled !  But  no ;  the  oontrar; 
will  be  known,  that  the  specie  experiment  has 
not  failed,  bnt  it  was  pat  down  by  the  voice 
and  power  of  the  interested  classes,  and  mnst 
be  pnt  np  again  by  the  Tuioe  and  power  of  the 
disinter^ted  conunonity. 

Statementi  of  Commere*  and  Nangation. 

The  joint  resohition  introduced  some  days  ago 
by  Mr.  Bkstoh,  proTiding  for  the  earlier  prep- 
aration of  the  annual  report  on  commerce  and 
nayigation  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed — 

"nlien  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thubsd^t,  December  16. 

Ttx.  R1TB8  presented  the  credentials  of  Rioh- 
ua>  K  Paskks,  Senator  elect  from  Virginia ; 
and 

Mr.  Bbown  presented  the  credentials  of 
BoBKBT  Stranos,  Senator  elect  firom  North 
Carolina. 

Messrs.  Stbanos  and  Pabkxb  appeared,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 


MoBSAT,  December  19. 

The  Chaib  presented  the  credentials  of  Mr. 
BrciiASAjr,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  for  six  years  from  the 
4tii  of  March  next 

Mr.  ClayU  Lani  BUI 

Mr.  Clat,  in  pursoance  of  the  notice  whieh 
he  had  given,  rose  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the 
landbilL 

The  operation  of  the  bill  which  had  here- 
tofore several  times  passed  the  Senate,  and  once 
the  House,  commenced  on  the  last  of  December, 
1898,  and  was  to  continue  five  years.  It  provid- 
ed for  a  distribution  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
pablio  lands  during  that  period,  upon  well- 
known  prinoiplee.  Bnt  the  deposit  act  of  the 
last  session  had  disposed  of  so  laive  a  part  of 
file  divisible  fund  under  the  land  bill,  that  he 
did  not  think  it  right,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  Treasury,  to  give  the  bill — which  he  was 
about  to  apply  for  leave  to  introduce — that  re- 
trospective character.  He  had  accordingly,  in 
the  draught  which  he  was  going  to  submit, 
made  the  last  day  of  the  present  month  its 
commencement,  and  the  last  day  of  the  year 
1841  its  termination.  If  it  should  pass,  there- 
fore^  in  this  shape,  the  period  of  its  duration 
will  be  the  same  as  tnat  prescribed  in  the 
former  bills.  The  Senate  will  readily  compre- 
hend the  motive  for  fixing  the  end  of  the  year 
1841,  as  it  is  at  that  time  that  the  biennial 
reductions  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the' existing 
duties  cease,  aooording  to  the  act  of  the  2a 
March,  188S,  commonly  called  the  compromise 
<c^  and  a  reduction  of  one-half  of  the  excess 
bey<Hid  twenty  per  cent,  of  any  duty  then  re- 


maining is  to  take  effect.  Bv  that  time,  a  fair 
experiment  of  the  land  bill  wul  have  been  made, 
and  Congress  can  then  determine  whether  the 
proceeds  of  the  national  domain  shall  continue 
to  be  equitably  divided,  or  shall  be  applied  to 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Qovemment. 


WiDKiSDAT,  December  21. 

Mr.  RusoLis  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  JuDAH  Dai7a,  elected  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Maine,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Etbkb 
Shepuct  ;  after  which,  the  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  admin- 
istered to  Mr.  Daha  by  the  Vice  President,  and 
he  took  his  seat. 

Further  PulKc  DepotiU  vUh  tha  State*, 
Mr.  Caihoxtk,  agreeably  to  notice,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bill : 

A  btU  to  extend  the  provisions  of  certain  sections 

therein  named  of  the  act  of  the  2Sd  June,  188fi, 

regnlatiog  the  deposits  of  the  money  that  may  be 

in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  January,  1888. 

Be  it  tnaeied,  Jee.,  That  the  m<Hiey  wliich  riiall  be 

in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sutes  on  the  1st  day 

of  January,  1888,  reserring  the  sum  of  fire  millions 

of  dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with  tlie  several  States, 

on  the  terms  and  aooording  to  the  provisions  of  the 

18th,  14th,  and  ISth  sections  of  the  act  to  r^ulate 

the  deposits  of  the  public  money,  approved  the  28d 

day  of  June,  1836. 

Mr.  C,  in  introducing  the  bill,  observed  that 
he  had  not  asked  leave  to  introdace  this  bill 
without  satisfying  himself  that  there  would  be 
a  large  surplus  of  the  public  revenue  remaining 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  termination  of  the  next 
year,  after  allowing  for  very  liberal  appropriap 
tions  on  all  proper  subjects  of  expenditure. 
From  the  calculations  he  had  made,  he  waa 
convinced  that  the  amount  of  this  surplus  would 
not  fall  short  of  eight  millions  of  dollars. 

Assuming,  then,  that  there  would  be  a  sur- 
plus, the  question  presented  itself  as  to  what 
should  be  done  witn  it.  That  question  Mr.  0. 
would  not  now  attempt  to  argue.  The  discus- 
sion of  it  at  this  time  would  be  premature  and 
out  of  place.  He  proposed  to  himself  a  more 
limited  object,  which  was  to  state  the  points 
connected  with  this  subject,  which  he  consid- 
ered as  established ;  and  to  point  out  what  waa 
the  real  issue  at  present.  One  point  was  per- 
fectly established  Dy  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
session — that,  when  there  was  an  unavoidable 
surplus,  it  ought  not  to  be  left  in  the  Treasury, 
or  in  the  deposit  banks,  bnt  should  be  deposited 
with  the  States.  It  was  not  only  the  most  safe, 
bnt  the  most  Just,  that  tlie  States  should  have 
the  use  of  the  money  in  preference  to  the  banks.' 
This,  in  fact,  was  the  great  and  leading  princi- 

file  which  lay  at  the  foundation  of  the  act  of 
ast  session — an  act  that  would  forever  distin- 
guish the  24th  Congress — an  act  which  will  go 
down  with  honor  to  posterity,  as  it  had  obtained 
the  almost  nnanimous  approbation  of  the  pres- 
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ent  daj.  The  passage  had  inspired  the  conn- 
try  with  new  hopes.  It  had  been  beheld  abroad 
ea  a  matter  of  wonder,  a  phenomenon  in  the 
fiscal  world,  sach  as  could  have  sprung  out  of 
no  inatitntions  bat  ours,  and  which  went  in  a 
powerful  and  impressive  manner  to  illustrate 
the  genius  of  our  Govenunent. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance ;  and,  in  support- 
ing his  motion,  observed  that  he  had  been  one 
of  those  who  voted  against  what  was  now 
openly  avowed  to  be  a  distribution  bill.  Since 
the  money  had  been  distributed,  some  of  tlie 
largest  States  had  already  come  forward  and 
applied  to  Congress  for  the  repeal  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  bin  which  provided  for  the  refund- 
ing of  the  money  by  the  States,  when  it  should 
be  needed  by  the  General  Government.  He 
would  remind  the  Senate  that  the  distinguished 
gentlemui  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  'Wkbstkb,) 
who  had  been  one  of  the  authors  and  advocates 
of  this  measure,  did  expressly  tell  the  Senate 
that  it  would  be  bat  a  single  operation ;  and 
when  the  Senate  were  warned  that  that  bill 
would  be  only  a  precedent  for  the  distribution 
policy  in  fhture,  the  distinguished  Senator  had 
assured  them  of  the  contrary,  and  had  insisted 
that  it  was  a  single  and  solitary  measure,  in- 
tended only  to  meet  a  contingency.  Yet,  what 
was  the  Senate  now  asked  to  do  f  To  create  a 
surplus  for  the  purpose  of  futore  distribution. 
Mr.  W.  really  thought  that  such  a  proposition 
demanded  examination  by  some  committee,  and 
he  hoped  that  the  Senate  would  not  consent  to 
take  a  leap  in  the  dark.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  presented,  as  one 
ground  of  his  opposition  to  letting  the  public 
money  remain  in  the  deposit  banks,  a  desire  to 
prevent  the  public  land  from  passing  into  the 
Bands  of  speculators.  But  the  gentleman's 
remedy  had  not  met  the  evil.  The  distribution 
bill  had  not  prevented  the  monopoly  of  the 
pnbli&  lands  by  speculators,  nor  would  it  ever 
prevent  it.  If  the  gentleman  did  really  desire 
to  obviate  tliat  evil,  let  him  join  in  recommend- 
ing that  part  of  tiie  President's  Message  which 
proposed  to  limit  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  to 
actual  settlers.  Should  this  recommendation 
be  adopted,  there  would  remain  no  surplus  to 
be  distributed.  For  how  was  the  surplus  cre- 
ated ?  By  referring  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  it  would  be  found  that,  in 
the  first  three-quarters  of  the  last  year,  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  had  been  pwd  into  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  public  lands,  which  was  at  the  rate 
of  about  twenty-five  millions  a  year.  Yet, 
what  portion  of  this  amount  was  needed  for 
actual  settlers?  Not  more  than  $5,000,000; 
or,  according  to  an  estimate  made  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  not 
over  $8,000,000.  Thus  there  would  be  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  receipt  of  $16,000,000,  being  double 
the  amount  of  the  surplus  predicted  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  Let 
him,  then,  adopt  the  President's  recommenda- 
■tioD,  and  the  evil  apprehcoided  conld  not  take 


place.  But  should  the  Senate  pass  the  bill 
which  had  now  been  introduced,  they  would 
have  passed  the  Rubicon,  and  the  distribution 
policy  would,  in  spite  of  all  opposition,  become 
the  settled  policy  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  W.  called  upon  the  Senate  and  upon  the 
country  to  remark  that  they  were  now  invoked 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  cre- 
ate a  surplus  for  the  purpose  of  distribution. 

Mr.  BuOHAKAK,  without  expressing  any  opin- 
ion on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  was  in  favor  of  its 
commitment.  The  subject  extended  itself  into 
so  many  ramifications,  was  so  complex  and  so 
extensive,  that  no  leading  measure  ought  to  be 
adopted  in  relation  to  it  without  its  previously 
undergoing  the  careftd  investigation  of  a  com- 
mittee. There  were  two  counter  projects  now 
before  the  Senate,  which  were  essentially  in- 
compatible with  each  other.  One  had  been 
reported  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
CiAT,)  which  proposed  to  distribute  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  among  the  States  on 
certain  conditions;  the  other  to  deposit  tho 
surplus  that  might  accrue,  nnder  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  of  the  last  session.  Both  these  plans, 
it  was  obvious,  could  not  prevail;  while  the 
President  had  recommended  the  sale  of  the 
public  domain  to  actual  settlers  only.  On  this 
matter  Mr.  B.  expressed  no  opinion,  but  should 
be  guided  in  a  groat  measure  by  the  wishes  and 
opinions  of  gentlemen  coming  from  the  new 
States. 

Should  the  President's  recommendation  be 
adopted,  there  would  probably  be  no  surplus. 
He  should  like  to  see  a  responsible  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance.  On  the  question 
whether  there  would  or  would  not  be  a  surplus 
on  the  Ist  of  January  next  he  expressed  no 
opinion. 

The  question  of  referring  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  was  taken  by  yeas  end  nays, 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Tets. — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Ewing  of  ini- 
nois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  McKean,  Niles, 
Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Robinson,  Buggies,  Sevier, 
Strange,  TaUmadge,  Walker,  Wall— 22. 

Nats. — Messts.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Gaihoon, 
Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Knight, 
Uoore,  Moiria,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  South- 
ard, Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White, 
Wright— 22. 

The  Chair  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  so 
the  biU  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Treatury  Circular. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  oonnd- 
eration  of  Mr.  Ewing 's  joint  resolution,  rescind- 
ing the  Treasury  order  of  July  11th,  1886,  and 
prohibiting  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
delegate  the  power  to  specify  the  kind  of  funds 
to  be  received  in  payment  for  the  public  lands. 
The  question  was  on  ordering  the  resolutioit  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WxBSTBB  said:  I  am  very  glad  tiiat  « 
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resolntion  to  resdnd  this  order  has  been  thus 
early  introduced ;  and  I  am  glad,  too,  since  thp 
resolotion  is  to  be  opposed,  that  opposition 
comes  carlj,  in  a  bold,  uneqaivocal,  and  de- 
cided fortn.  The  order,  it  seems,  is  to  be  de- 
fended, as  being  both  legal  and  nsefal.  Let  its 
defence,  then,  be  made. 

The  honorable  member  from  Missouri  (Mr. 
Bestos)  objects  even  to  giving  the  resolution 
to  rescind  a  second  reading.  He  avails  himself 
of  his  right,  though  it  be  not  according  to  gen- 
eral practice,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
measure  at  its  first  stage.  This,  at  least,  is 
open,  bold,  and  manly  warfare. 

The  honorable  member,  in  his  elaborate 
speech,  founds  his  opposition  to  this  resolution, 
and  his  support  of  the  Treasury  order,  on  those 
geoeral  principles  respecting  currency  which 
he  is  known  to  entertain,  and  which  he  has 
maintained  for  many  years.  His  opinions  some 
of  OS  regard  as  altogether  ultra  and  impractica- 
ble ;  looking  lo  a  state  of  things  not  desirable 
In  itself^  even  if  it  were  practicable ;  and,  if  it 
were  desirable,  as  being  far  beyond  the  power 
of  this  Government  to  bring  about. 

The  honorable  member  has  manifested  much 
perseverance  and  abundant  labor,  most  un- 
doubtedly, in  support  of  his  opinions ;  he  is  un- 
derstood, also,  to  have  had  countenance  fi'om 
high  places ;  and  what  new  hopes  of  success 
the  present  moment  holds  out  to  nim,  I  am  not 
able  to  judge,  but  we  shall  probably  soon  see. 
It  is  precisely  on  these  general  and  long-known 
opinions  that  he  rests  his  support  of  the  Treas- 
■arj  order.  A  question,  therefore,  is  at  once 
nused  between  the  gentleman's  principles  and 
opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  currency,  and  the 
principles  and  opinions  which  have  generally 
prevailed  in  the  country,  and  which  are,  and 
have  been,  entirely  opposite  to  his.  That  ques- 
tion is  now  about  to  be  put  to  the  vote  of  the 
Senate.  In  the  progress  and  by  the  termina- 
tion of  this  discussion,  we  shall  learn  whether 
the  gentleman's  sentiments  are  or  are  not  to 
prevail,  so  far,  at  least,  as  the  Senate  is  con- 
cerned. The  country  will  rejoice,  I  am  sure, 
to  see  some  declaration  of  the  opinions  of  Con- 
gress <m  a  subject  about  which  so  much  has 
Men  said,  and  which  is  so  well  calculated,  by 
its  perpetual  agitation,  to  disquiet  and  disturb 
the  confidence  of  society. 

The  member  from  Missouri  charges  those 
who  wish  to  rescind  the  Treasury  order  with 
two  olgects :  first,  to  degrade  and  disgrace  the 
Preadent,  and  next,  to  overthrow  the  constitu- 
tional currency  of  the  country. 

For  my  own  part,  sir,  I  denounce  nobody ;  I 
se^  to  decade  or  disgrace  nobody.  Holding 
the  order  ill^al  and  unwise,  I  shall  certainly 
vote  to  rescind  it ;  and,  in  the  discharge  of  this 
duty,  I  hope  I  am  not  expected  to  shrink  back, 
lest  I  ahoidd  do  something  which  might  call  in 
question  the  wisdom  of  the  Secretary,  or  even 
of  the  President.  And  I  hope  that  so  mnch  of 
independence  as  may  be  manifested  by  ftee  dis- 
eoBaon  and  an  honest  vote  is  not  to  cause  de- 


nunciation from  any  quarter.  If  it  should,  let 
it  come. 

As  to  an  attempt  to  overthrow  the  constitu- 
tional currency  of  the  country,  if  I  were  now 
to  enter  into  such  a  design,  I  should  be  begin- 
ning, at  rather  a  late  day,  to  wage  war  against 
the  efforts  of  my  whole  political  life.  From 
my  very  first  concern  with  public  affairs,  I  have 
looked  at  the  public  currency  as  a  matter  of  the 
highest  interest,  and  hope  I  have  given  snfB- 
cient  proofs  of  a  disposition  at  all  times  to 
maintain  it  sound  and  secure,  against  all  attacks 
and  all  dangers.  When  I  first  entered  the  other 
Honse  of  Congress,  the  currency  was  exceed- 
ingly deranged.  Most  of  the  banks  had  stopped 
payment,  and  the  circulating  medium  had  then 
become,  indeed,  paper  money.  So  soon  as  a 
state  of  peace  enabled  us,  I  took  some  part  in 
an  effort,  with  others,  to  restore  the  currency 
to  a  better  state;  and  success  followed  that 
effort. 

But  what  is  meant  by  the  "constitutional 
currency,"  about  which  so  much  is  said  f  What 
species,  or  forms  of  currency,  does  the  consti- 
tution allow,  and  what  does  it  forbid?  It  is 
plain  enough  that  this  depends  on  what  we 
understand  by  currency.  Currency,  in  a  large, 
and  perhaps,  in  a  just  sense,  includes  not  only 
gold  and  silver  and  bank  notes,  but  bills  of 
exchange  also.  It  may  include  all  that  adjusts 
exchanges,  and  settles  balances,  in  the  opera- 
tions of  trade  and  business.  But  if  we  under- 
stand by  currency  the  legal  money  of  the  coun- 
try, that  which  constitutes  a  lawftil  tender  for 
debts,  and  is  the  statute  measure  of  value,  then, 
undoubtedly,  nothing  is  included  but  gold  and 
silver.  Most  nnqnestionably  there  is  no  legal 
tender,  and  there  can  be  no  legal  tender,  in  this 
country,  under  the  authority  of  this  Government 
or  any  other,  but  gold  and  silver,  either  the  coin- 
age c^  our  own  mints,  or  foreign  coins,  at  rates 
reflated  by  Congressi.  This  is  a  constitutional 
prmciple,  perfectly  plain,  and  of  the  very  highest 
importance.  The  States  are  expressly  prohibited 
from  making  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a 
tender  in  payment  of  debts ;  and,  although  no 
such  express  prohibition  is  applied  to  Congress, 
yet,  as  Congress  has  no  power  granted  to  it,  in 
this  respect,  but  to  coin  money,  and  to  regulate 
the  value  of  foreign  coins,  it  clearly  has  no  power 
to  substitute  p^er,  or  any  thing  else,  for  coin,  as 
a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,  and  in  discharge  of 
contracts.  Congress  has  exercised  this  power, 
folly,  in  both  its  branches.  It  has  coined 
money,  and  still  coins  it ;  it  has  regulated  the 
value  of  foreign  coins,  and  still  regulates  their 
value.  The  legal  tender,  therefore,  the  consti- 
tutional standard  of  value,  is  established,  and 
cannot  be  overthrown.  To  overthrow  it,  would 
shake  the  whole  system. 

I  desire,  sir,  even  at  the  expense  of  some 
repetition,  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
this  proposition,  that  Congress,  having  by  the 
constitution  authority  to  dispose  of  the  publio 
territory,  has  passed  laws  for  the  complete  exer- 
cise of  that  power ;  laws  which  not  only  have 
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fixed  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  the  znaDner 
of  sales,  and  the  time,  of  pajment,  bat  which 
have  fixed,  also,  with  equal  precision,  the  me- 
dium, or  kinds  of  money,  or  of  other  things, 
which  shall  be  received  in  payment.  It  has 
neglected  no  part  of  this  important  tmst ;  it  has 
delegated  no  part  of  it ;  it  has  left  no  ground, 
not  an  inch,  for  executive  interposition. 

The  only  question,  therefore,  is,  what  is  the 
law,  or  what  was  the  law,  when  the  Secretary 
issued  his  order  ? 

The  Secretary  considers  that  that  which  has 
been  xmiformly  done  for  twenty  years,  that  is 
to.  say,  the  receiving  of  payment  for  the  public 
lands  in  the  bills  of  specie-paying  banks,  is 
against  law.  He  calls  it  an  "  indul^nce,"  and 
this  "  indulgence  "  the  order  proposes  to  con- 
tinae  for  a  limited  time,  and  in  favor  of  a  par- 
ticular cUiBS  of  purchasers.  If  this  were  an 
iijidnlgence,  and  against  law,  one  might  well 
ask,  how  has  it  happened  that  it  should  have 
continued  so  long,  especially  through  recent 
years,  marked  by  such  a  spirit  of  thorough  and 
searching  reform !  It  might  be  asked  too,  if 
this  be  illegal,  and  an  indulgence  only,  why 
continue  it  longer,  and  especitdly  why  continue 
it  as  to  some,  and  refuse  to  continue  it  as  to 
others? 

But,  sir,  it  is  time  to  turn  to  the  statute,  and 
to  see  what  the  legal  provision  is.  On  the  80th 
of  April,  1816,  a  resolution  passed  both  Houses 
of  Congress.  It  was  in  the  common  form  of  a 
joint  resolution,  and  was  approved  by  the  Pres- 
ident ;  and  no  one  doubts,  I  suppose,  that,  for 
the  purpose  intended  by  it,  it  was  as  authentic 
and  valid  as  a  law  in  any  other  form.  It  pro- 
vides that,  '^from  and  after  the  20th  day  of 
February  next,  (1817,)  no  duties,  taxes,  debts, 
or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  paya- 
ble to  the  United  States,  ought  to  bo  collected 
or  received  otherwise  than  in  tlie  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  or  Treasury  notes, 
or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or 
in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  in  specie 
on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the 
United  Stotes." 

This  joint  resolution  authoritatively  fixed  the 
rights  of  parties  paying,  and  the  duties  of 
officers  receiving.  So  far  as  respects  the  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  tJbe  United  States,  it  was  altered 
by  a  law  of  the  last  session ;  but,  in  all  other 
particulars,  it  is,  as  I  suppose,  in  full  force,  at 
the  present  moment;  and  as  it  expressly  au- 
thorizes the  receipt  of  such  bank  notes  as  are 
payable  and  paid  on  demand,  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  the  receipt  of  such  notes  is  a  matter 
of  "  indulgence."  We  may  as  well  say  that  to 
be  allowed  to  pay  in  Treasury  notes,  or  in  for- 
eign coins,  or,  indeed,  in  our  own  gold  and 
mlver,  is  an  indulgence,  since  the  act  places  oil 
on  the  same  ground. 

The  honorable  member  firom  Missouri  has, 
indeed,  himself  furnished  a  complete  answer 
to  the  Secretary's  idea ;  that  is  to  say,  he  de- 
fends the  order  on  grounds  not  only  difEiering 
from,  bat  totally  inoondstent  with,  those  as- 


sumed by  the  Secretary.  He  does  not  consider 
the  receipt  of  bank  notes  hitherto,  or  up  to  the 
time  of  issuing  the  order,  as  an  indulgence,  but 
as  a  lawful  right  while  it  lasted.  How  he 
proves  this  right  to  be  now  terminated,  and 
terminated  by  force  of  the  order,  I  shall  con- 
sider presentiy.  I  only  say  now,  that  his  argu- 
ment entirely  deprives  the  Secretary  of  the  only 
ground  assigned  by  him  for  the  Tfeasury  order. 
I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  Treasury 
order  of  the  11th  of  July  is  against  the  plain 
words  and  meaning  of  the  law  of  1816 ;  against 
the  whole  practice  of  the  Government  under 
that  law ;  against  the  honorable  gentleman's 
own  opinion,  as  expressed  in  his  resolution  of 
the  2Sd  of  April ;  and  not  reconcilable  with 
the  neoes^ty  which  was  supposed  to  exist  for 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  last  session. 


THrrssD^T,  December  22. 
Treatury  Circular. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Ewino'b  resolution  to  rescind  the  Treasury 
order  of  July  11th,  1886,  and  to  prohibit  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  delegating  his 
power  to  specify  what  kind  of  funds  shdl  be 
received  in  payment  for  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Nllbs  said  there  were  reasons,  he 
thought  weighty  reasons,  which  would  justify 
Senators  in  voting  against  this  resolution,  with- 
out committing  uiemselves  in  any  sense,  or  in 
any  degree,  in  regard  to  the  great  questions  of 
currency  and  revenue,  to  which  uie  Senator 
had  referred.  Without  reference  to  what  might 
be  his  opinion  as  to  the  true  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  collection  of  the  revenue, 
whether  from  the  public  lands  or  the  customs, 
he  was  prepared  to  vote  against  this  resolution. 
To  pass  this  resolution,  would  be  to  censure 
and  condemn  an  act  of  the  Executive  as  being 
wrong,  ab  initio,  or  at  the  time  of  its  adoption. 
Whether  the  rule  prescribed  in  the  Treasury- 
order  be  a  wise  and  just  one,  for  the  settled 
action  of  the  Government,  is  a  question  entirely 
distinct  from  that,  whether  it  may  have  been 
expedient  and  proper  at  the  time  it  was  adopted. 
He  was  satisfied  that  the  Treasury  order  could 
be  justified,  viewed  as  a  temporary  measure 
only,  intended  to  remedy  evils  of  great  magni- 
tude, arising  from  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands ;  and  he  was  not  sure  that  this  was  not 
the  true  light  in  which  it  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered. It  was  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to 
watch  over  the  public  revenue,  and  see  that  it 
was  secure.  Was  there  no  hazard  from  the. 
extensive  and  gambling  speculations  in  the  pnb- 
lic  lands  paid  for  only  in  bank  bills,  which  were 
handed  over  by  the  receivers  to  the  deposit 
banks  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States  ?  A  large  portion  of  the  purchases  were 
paid  for  in  biUs  of  the  deposit  banks,  which, 
after  going  into  the  hands  of  the  receivers,  were 
returned. and  loaned  out  again,  to  go  through 
the  same  operation.    This  was  virtually  reviv- 
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ing  the  old  credit  STstem,  as  the  United  States 
received  nothing  bat  credit  for  the  lands.  If 
there  was  no  hazard  to  the  revenae  from  these 
practices;,  and  from  the  magnitnde  and  extent 
of  the  sales  made  upon  this  kind  of  credit,  tiien 
gentlemen  over  the  yray  had  altered  their  opin- 
ions very  much  withhi  the  last  sis  months. 
Daring  the  last  session  of  Ooncress,  ve  were 
repeatedly,  and  almost  daily,  told  hj  those  who 
now  oppose  the  Treasury  order,  that  the  ftands 
of  the  Government  in  the  Western  deposit 
banks  were  insecure,  and  that  nothing  bnt  credit 
was  received  for  the  pnblic  lands.  Can  gentle- 
men have  forgotten  their  often-repeated  decla- 
rations on  this  subject !  If  so,  tney  mnst  be 
blessed  with  short  memories.  Again  and  again 
did  Senators  refer  to  the  small  amount  of  sj^e 
in  those  hanks,  and  an  impression  was  attempt- 
ed to  be  made,  that  their  specie  funds  were  ue 
only  solid  security  for  the  large  sums  due  the 
United  States. 

The  order  was  calculated  to  correct,  and,  to 
a  considerable  extent,  no  doubt,  has  corrected, 
this  evil.  It  insured  something  valuable  for  the 
lands,  and  that  something  valuable  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  deposit  banks,  and  formed  a  more 
solid  basis  for  the  Government  credits. 

The  order  was  also  calculated  to  check  specn- 
latkm  ia  the  public  lands,  which,  in  itself  was 
an  evil  of  no  small  magnitude,  transferring  the 
beet  port  of  the  national  domain  into  the  hands 
of  heartless  speculators,  to  the  great  injury  of 
actnal  settlers,  and  the  detriment  of  the  whole 
country.  Public  opinion  was  rising  up  against 
it,  and  required  that  something  should  be  done 
to  arrest  an  evil  of  so  extensive  and  serious  a 
nature.  What  other  or  better  measure  could 
have  been  adopted,  until  Congress  should  con- 
vene, which  might  adopt  such  further  legisla- 
tion in  regard  to  the  sales  of  the  lands  as  the 
public  interests  mav  require? 

Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  there  is  another  reason 
why  I  cannot  vote  for  the  resolution  before  the 
Senate.  A  new  role  has  been  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  that  has 
been  in  operation  for  a  time  and  which  has  a 
tendency  to  check  speculation.  I  would  not 
repeal  tfiat  rule,  and  open  again  the  floodgates 
of  speculation;  certainly  not  until  I  know 
whetner  Congress  will  pass  any  act  regulating 
tike  sale  of  the  public  lands.  It  is,  I  think,  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  do  this ;  the  interest  of 
the  country  requires  it;  public  sentiment  de- 
mands it ;  and  it  is  strongly  recommended  by 
the  President.  If  Congress  suffer  the  session 
to  psSs  oS,  without  attempting  to  regulate  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  so  as  to  check  specula- 
tion, they  will  neglect  their  duty  to  the  coun- 
try. Believing  that  there  will  be  fdditional 
legislation  on  tne  subject,  which  may  supeiWle 
the  TreasuTT  order,  he  was  not  at  this  time 
prepared  to  disturb  it.  Changes  in  any  extensive 
Dosmcss  are  always  attended  with  some  incon- 
venience, and  should  be  avoided  as  much  as 
poarible.  When  it  shell  be  settled  that  Con- 
grets  will  not  alter  the  ^stem,  it  may  become 
Voi.XnL— 6 


necessary  to  dedde  whether  the  rule  prescribed 
in  the  order  shall  be  maintained,  or  the  old 
practice  restored ;  and  if  we  do  any  thing  on 
this  subject,  our  action  should  be  more  compre- 
hensive ;  it  should  embrace  the  whole  subject, 
and  be  settled  by  law  what  currency  shul  be 
received  for  the  payment  of  the  revenues,  not 
only  from  the  lands,  but  from  customs,  and  all 
other  dues.  The  doubt  and  uncertainty  which 
hangs  over  this  subject  ought  to  be  removed. 

For  these  reasons,  therefore,  he  should  vote 
against  rescinding  the  Tressury  order,  even  if 
he  was  satisfied  that  the  rule  it  prescribes  was 
not  one  which  it  would  be  expedient  and  just 
to  establish  as  a  settled  policy. 


MovDAT,  December  36.  * 

The  Etpunging  Ettolution. 

Mr.  BnrroiT  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  to 
expunge  from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  reso- 
lution of  March,  16S4,  censuring  the  conduct 
of  the  President  for  removing  the  deposits  ftom 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  &c. ;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed.  [The  resolution  is  in 
the  same  words  with  the  one  on  the  same  sub- 
ject introdnoed  by  Mr.  Bkhtoh  at  the  last  ses- 
sion.] 


TcisDAT,  December  27. 
Admi$iion  '<^  Michigan. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  with  doo- 
nraents,  stating  that  Michigan  had  complied 
with  the  regulations  of  the  conditional  act  of 
admission. 

Mr.  GBirnnT  moved  that  the  Message  and 
documents  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BmroK  remarked  that,  as  the  President  - 
had  given  his  opinion  that  Michigan  had  com- 
plied with  the  requisite  terms  of  admission,  and 
as  he  had  said  that  he  should  have  issued  his 
proclamation  accordingly,  had  the  information 
arrived  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  he  C^r. 
B.)  regarded  the  proposed  reference  as  a  mere 
matter  of  form,  and  would  prefer  that  a  joint 
resolution  ot  admission  should  forthwith  be 
passed  by  both  Houses. 

Mr.  Gbckdy  would  still  prefer  the  course 
which  he  had  suggested,  and  on  this  account : 
that  the  first  convention  had  not  assented  to  the 
terms  of  admission,  bnt  another  convention  had 
decided  to  accede  to  the  proposition  made  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Stetes.  The  great 
inquiry  now  was,  are  the  proceedings  in  accord- 
ance with  the  act  of  admission  ?  .  The  decision 
of  which  question  depends  on  information  which 
ought  to  be  ascertuned  before  the  actual  admis^ 
sion,  though  the  President  had  said  that,  in  his 
opinion,  aU  was  right,  and,  if  the  information 
had  come  during  the  recess,  he  would  have  act- 
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ed  accordinfjly.  Mr.  6.  had  no  design  to  pro- 
duce any  delay,  by  a  reference  to  a  committee. 
He  should  not  withdraw  his  motion,  and  he 
hoped  the  Senator  would  withdraw  his  opposi- 
tion. 
The  Message  was  referred. 

7%«  7V«Mury  Circular, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  special  order, 
the  furtlier  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
introduced  by  Mr.  Ewino,  of  Ohio,  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  question  being  on  the  amendment  or 
substitute  offered  by  Jax.  Bitis  to  that  resolu- 
tion ;  which  substitute  proposes  to  refuse  to 
feoeive  for  the  public  dues  the  bills  of  such 
banks  as  issued,  after  certain  specified  periods, 
bills  under  certain  specified  denominations ;  the 
substitute  also  leaving  in  the  power  of  the  de- 
posit banks  to  refuse  such  funds  as  they  may 
think  proper. 

Mr.  HUBBA.RD  addressed  the  Chair :  Mr.  Pres- 
ident— The  first  resolution  seeks  to  repeal  tlie 
Treasury  order — "  the  specie  circular,"  as  it  is 
called— of  the  11th  of  July,  1886.  The  second 
is  intended  to  prohibit  tiie  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  by  his  authorized  agents,  from  direct- 
ing what  funds  shall  be  received  for  customs, 
or  for  the  public  lands,  and  prohibiting  him 
from  making  any  discrimination  in  the  funds  so 
receivable  between  different  individuals,  or  be- 
tween the  different  branches  of  the  public  rev- 
enue. The  main  purpose  of  the  resolution  is  to 
rescind  the  order  of  the  Executive,  bearing  date 
on  the  11th  of  July,  1886,  directed  to  "  receivers 
of  public  money  and  to  the  deposit  banks." 

Can  this  be  accomplished?  Is  this  matter 
within  our  power?  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
these  resolutions  should  pass  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  the  object  which  the  Senator  fh>m 
Ohio  has  in  view  would  not  thereby  be  effected. 
If  the  order  of  the  11th  of  July,  1886,  was  is- 
sued by  authority  of  law,  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  should  seek  to  repeal  the  law 
upon  which  the  order  is'  based,  and  which  gave 
authority  for  issuing  the  order.  If  the  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not  been  issued 
in  pursuance  of  law,  the  order  itself  is  of  no 
effect ;  and  any  resolution  which  we  could  pass, 
rescinding  such  an  order,  would  be  alike  mef- 
feotual. 

If  the  Secretary  had  the  Iega>  power  to  send 
forth  the  order,  it  is  beyond  t£e  legislative  con- 
trol of  Congress.  If  the  Secretory,  or  the  Pres- 
ident, through  the  Secretary,  had  the  right  to 
promulgate  the  circular,  he  may  be  answerable 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  exercises  that  right ; 
but  the  act  cannot  itself  be  repealed  by  any  leg- 
islation of  Congress. 

If  the  Secretary  had  not  the  autnority,  the 
power,  the  right  to  issue  the  order,  tlien  the 
order  itself  is  perfectly  nugatory. 

The  Executive  is  an  independent  branch  of 
the  Government.  The  .Senate  can  have  no 
more  power  over  the  rightful  acts  of  that  branch 
of  the  Government,  tlm  it  has  over  on  order 


of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  or  an  order  of 
the  Judiciary. 

One  branch  of  the  Government,  exercising 
its  powers  and  its  duties  within  the  constitution 
and  the  law,  cannot  have  its  acts  rescinded  and 
set  at  nought  by  the  action  of  any  other  branch 
of  the  Government. 

If  the  order,  then,  has  been  issued  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  pursuance  of  law, 
the  mode  proposed  to  get  rid  of  it  is  objection- 
able, and,  in  my  view,  unwarrantable.  If  not 
issued  in  pursuance  of  law,  the  adoption  of  the 
xesolution  would  seem  to  me  equally  objection- 
able and  unwarrantable.  In  such  a  case,  the 
officer  should  be,  and  ought  to  be,  held  amena- 
ble for  such  an  assumption  of  power.  It  there- 
fore occurs  to  me,  that  the  object  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  has  in  view  cannot  be  attained  in 
the  way  proposed ;  and  if  the  last  resolution  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  should  be  adopted,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  direct  effect  would  be  to 
prohibit  receivers  from  accepting  the  paper  of 
local  banks,  under  any  circumstances,  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  dues.  It  proposes,  in  terms, 
to  take  the  power  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  designate  the  kind  of  money  re- 
ceivable ;  and,  should  it  be  adopted,  if  any  effect 
shall  be  produced  whatever,  it  will  be  to  ex- 
clude from  the  offices  of  our  receivers  all  local 
bank  paper.  They  would  be  bound  to  take 
nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  unless  the  joint 
resolution  of  April,  1816,  is  imperative  and 
obligatory;  and  if  that  be  so,  the  Executive 
had  no  authority  to  restrain  the  legal  operation 
of  that  resolution ;  for,  if  binding,  it  gives  to 
the  debtor  rights  which  cannot  be  infringed 
or  taken  away  by  executive  power.  If  the 
order  of  July  11,  1836,  was  unauthorized,  the 
resolution  to  rescind  it  would  be  unnece^ary. 
Its  adoption  could  not  prevent  the  immediate 
promulgation  of  a  similar  order,  in  case  the  Ex- 
ecutive, charged  with  the  execution  of  the  lawn, 
should  consider  it  to  be  his  duty  to  do  so.  To 
accomplish  the  object  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
has  in  view,  we  must  go  beyond  the  order  it- 
self; we  must  go  to  the  law  on  which  that  order 
was  based,  and  in  the  execution  of  which  it  is 
presumed  that  the  order  in  question  was  issued. 
To  render  the  order  of  no  effect,  we  must 
amend  the  law. 

I  propose,  Mr.  President,  first  to  examine  the 
question,  whether  the  Executive  had  a  legal 
authority  to  issue  the  order  of  the  11th  of  July, 
1836 ;  and,  if  he  had  the  power,  whether  it  was 
a  matter  of  policy  for  him  to  exercise  it  at  the 
time  and  under  the  circumstances  he  did* 

Had  the  President,  through  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  power  to  issue  the  order  of 
the  11th  of  July  last? 

On  tliis  point  I  can  entertain  no  doubt.  It 
seems  to  my  mind  to  be  clear  and  free  from 
difficulty ;  and  so  far  from  its  being  a  wanton 
assumption  of  power,  so  far  from  its  being  ille- 
gal, it  is  a  power  in  strict  accordance  witii  the 
requisitions  of  existing  laws,  and  which  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  C0NQBE8S. 


«7 


DacBMBn,  1886.1 


l%a  Tnamry  Ciratlar. 


(SaaAix. 


President,  cIiBi^ed  with  tLeir  execution,  was 
bound  to  issue  if  Le  considered  the  public  inter- 
est demanded  it. 

I  cannot,  tlien,  condder  the  order  of  tlie  11th 
July  last  as  illegal — as  aguust  the  material  bind- 
ing proviaons  of  the  resolution  of  the  80th 
April,  1816.  I  cannot  regard  the  issuing  of  that 
oitier  as  anj  assumption  of  power  on  the  part 
of  the  riresident.  And,  for  aught  I  see,  the 
order  must  stand,  unless  the  President  shall  see 
fit  himaelf  to  withdraw  it ;  or  unless  (congress, 
bj  its  own  legislation,  shall  take  away  the  foun- 
dation upton  which  that  order  rests--shall  pass 
some  law  that  shall  render  the  order  itself  inop- 
eradTe. 

In  reference  to  the  pdicy  and  expediency  of 
that  measure,  I  am  free  to  admit  that  a  great 
diversity  of  opinion  i&  entertained  by  different 
pwtions  of  the  business  community.  The  Pres- 
idnit  says  that  he  directed  the  issuing  of  the 
order  with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  the  public 
foods,  and  to  the  interests  of  the  people  gener- 
tHij,  No  man,  unless  familiarly  acquainted 
with  the  $tate  and  condition  of  the  banks  which 
had  in  deposit  the  public  funds,  the  practices 
of  those  institutions  with  reference  to  the  facil- 
ities furnished  to  the  purchasers  of  the  public 
donuun,  the  amount  of  the  actual  soles  of  the 
public  lands,  and  the  means  used  in  making 
these  acqnisitionS'from  time  to  time,  «)nld  de- 
termine the  policy,  expediency,  or  necessity,  of 
inch  an  order  as  that  which  was  issued  on  the 
11th  of  July  last. 

The  reasons  which  induced  the  President  to 
direct  the  issaing  of  the  specie  circular,  are 
pren  in  the  circular,  and  in  the  Message,  and 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
It  seems  to  me  they  were  reasons  in  no  way 
conflicting  with  the  constitution  or  the  law. 
Certainly  some  of  the  yery  reasons  had  been 
urged  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  during 
the  hut  sesedon  of  CJongress.  To  save  the  pul^ 
Kc  domain  from  passing  into  the  hands  of  spec- 
ulators, to  preTcnt  an  improper  nse  of  the  pub- 
lic funds  in  deposit,  to  check  the  issues  of  over- 
trading banks,  and  to  save  the  property  of  the 
nation,  were  among  the  reasons  which  induced 
the  Execntive  to  send  forth  the  specie  droular. 
And  these  very  considerations  were  reiterated 
tiiDB  and  again  on  this  floor  in  the  course  of  the 
last  sesdon,  in  relation  to  the  security  and  safety 
of  the  money  of  the  nation  then  deposited  in 
the  State  banks. 

The  Preddent,  then,  was  bound,  if  the  rea- 
sons stated  were  founded  in  fact,  to  issue  this 
order,  which  was  to  effect  the  very  objects  so 
much  desired  at  the  last  session — the  safety  of 
the  public  funds,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
public  domain.  The  order  could  never  have 
been  issued  from  any  political  considerations — 
from  any  desire  for  individual  popularity :  every 
man  most  have  known  that  its  political  effect 
would  have  been  precisely  that  which  has  been 
produced.  Higher  considerations  than  a  thirst 
for  peraonal  populari^,  or  for  political  distinc- 
tion, moot  have  prompted  the  President  to  have 


issued  this  order.  It  was  nothing  less  than  a 
settled  conviction  that  the  public  interest  de- 
manded the  measure.  He  designed  it  as  a  mere 
temporary  expedient ;  and  it  remains  now  for 
Congress  to  decide  whether  any  thing,  and,  if 
any  thing,  what  shall  be  done  in  relation  to 
this  matter. 

I  hare  nothing  further  to  add,  in  answer  to 
the  charge  made  against  the  Secretary,  for  the 
course  pursued  by  him  in  the  execution  of  the 
deposit  bill.  I  would  not  have  troubled  the 
Senate  with  any  remarks,  had  I  not  wished  to 
avaU  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  speak  of  that 
measure.  I  gave  my  vote  in  favor  of  that  bill, 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  that  vote  has 
received  the  decided  sanction  of  the  yeomanry 
of  New  Hampshire.  The  bill  passed  both 
Houses  of  Con^^ress  by  unexampled  minorities, 
and  yet  the  minority  in  the  Senate,  as  well  aa 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  comprise  some 
of  our  most  distinguished  statesmen  and  purest 
patriots.  The  bill,  as  it  passed,  was  most  em- 
phatically and  most  truly  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  a  bUl  for  the  regulation,  deposit,  and  safe 
keeping  of  the  common  treasure  of  the  whole 
country.  There  is  no  room  for  doubt,  with  re- 
spect to  the  character  of  that  measure.  The 
thirteenth  section  of  that  bill,  among  other 
things,  provides  that  the  States  receiving  their 
proportion  of  the  surplus  shall  pledge  their 
faith  "  to  pay  the  said  moneys,  and  every  part 
thereof,  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  same 
shall  be  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  wants  of 
the  public  Treasury."  Whatever  may  be  the 
practical  operation  of  this  measure,  it  was  re- 
garded at  tne  time  in  no  other  light  than  a  bill 
to  regulate  the  local  banks  having  the  pnblio 
money  in  deposit,  and  to  transfer  from  thosa 
banks  portions  of  the  common  fund  to  places 
of  greater  security,  the  respective  treasuries  of 
the  several  States.  I  cannot  believe  that  among 
those  then  belonging  to  the  Senate,  who  gave 
to  this  bill  their  support,  there  was  a  single  in- 
dividual of  the  nnmberj  who  would  for  a  mo- 
ment coun^nance  the  idea  of  taxing,  directly 
or  indirectly,  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  du>- 
tribnting  money  to  the  people.  I  never  could 
have  yielded  my  assent  to  any  snch  principle ; 
and,  in  voting  for  the  deposit  bill,  no  Senator 
could  believe  that  he  was  thereby  yielding  his 
assent  to  any  such  doctrine.  I  hold  it  to  be  sub- 
versive of  the  very  foundation  upon  which  rests 
onr  representative  Government.  Such  a  prin- 
ciple is  opposed  to  the  best  and  purest  feelings 
of  patriotism ;  to  the  letter,  the  spirit,  the  ge- 
nius of  our  free  institutions.  I  never  could  have 
?'iven  my  vote  for  this  bill  as  a  distribution  bilL 
his  character  has  been  most  unjustly  given  to 
this  measure  here  and  elsewhere.  The  Senator 
from  Mississippi  is  mistaken  if  he  supposes  that 
it  is  BO  understood  by  the  great  body  of  die 
people  of  the  States.  The  legislative  act  of  New 
Hampshire  shows  most  clearly  the  sentiments 
of  that  State  with  reference  to  this  measure. 
She  has  voted  to  receive  her  portion  of  tha 
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money;  bat  the  legislation  of  that  State  has 
most  sacredly  guarded  the  principal  as  light- 
faUy  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  that  while 
■he  considers  herself  justly  entitled  to  the  bene- 
ficial nse  of  her  portion  of  the  sarplas,  so  long 
as  it  shall  remain  uncalled  for,  she  holds  the 
principal  to  be  of  right  the  property  of  the  Gen- 
eral G<>Temment  It  is  true  that  New  Hamp- 
shire by  her  act  will  deposit  her  share  of  the 
fbnd  among  the  several  towns  of  that  State  for 
safe  keeping.  But  the  State  possesses  the  power, 
by  her  distress  warrants,  to  enforce  collection 
at  any  time,  against  any  town  which  shonld 
neglect  or  refose  to  pay  when  demanded ;  and 
the  pending  act  subjects  the  town  to  indict- 
ment, in  case  any  part  of  the  principal  of  the 
money  therein  deposited  shonld  be  used  for  any 
purpose ;  and  the  court  are  required  to  impose 
on  snoh  a  town  a  fine  eqnal  to  the  part  of  the 
principal  thug  appropriated,  and  to  issue  execu- 
tion agunst  any  such  a  town,  to  be  levied  and 
collected  in  the  usual  mode.  Thus  had  his  own 
State  managed  in  relation  to  this  matter ;  and 
gentlemen  may  be  assured  that  whenever  occa- 
rion  shall  demand  that  any  portion  of  this 
money  should  be  returned  to  the  National 
Treasury,  for  the  nse  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, that  State  will  promptly  and  pn^rly 
ocHuply  with  such  a  demand. 


Wedhssdat,  December  28. 

Unexpended  Appropriatiom. 

Mr.  BiNTON  rose  to  move  the  printing  of  the 
document  from  the  Treasury  Department  which, 
had  been  called  for  on  his  motion,  and  had 
come  in  a  few  days  ago.  It  was  a  document 
showing  the  unexpended  balances  of  appropri- 
ations which  would  remain  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  1st  day  of  January  next,  the  amount  of 
each  balance,  the  object  to  which  it  was  appli- 
cable, and  the  date  of  the  law  by  which  the 
appropriation  was  made.  It  was  the  amplifica- 
tion and  substantiation  of  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message  at  the  commencement  of 
the  sesnon,  in  which  he  said  that  these  unex- 
pended balances  were  estimated  at  $14,686,062, 
exceeding  by  $9,686,062  the  amount  which  will 
be  left  in  the  deposit  banks,  and  which  are 
outstanding  appropriations,  to  be  met  by  re- 
imbursements from  tlie  States,  if  the  revenue 
£all  short  <^  meeting  them ;  and  that  this  large 
amount  unexpended  was  the  effect  of  the  late- 
ness of  the  period  at  which  the  appropriations 
had  been  made.  This  fourteen  and  a  half  mil- 
lions has  been  called  a  surplus,  for  which  the 
Government  has  no  use;  and  it  would  seem 
that  some  States,  acting  on  this  idea,  were  for 
treating  the  deposit  act  as  a  distribution  law, 
and  using  the  money  deposited  with  tbem,  as 
if  the  Government  in  reality  had  no  use  for  it. 
Kothing,  he  said,  could  be  more  erroneous  than 
this  idea.  This  fourteen  and  a  half  millions 
were  not  a  surplus,  but  appropriated  money — 
appropriated  too  late  to  be  used  tUs  year,  bat 


remuning  applicable  to  its  objects,  under  the 
act  of  1798,  for  two  fall  years  after  the  year  in 
which  the  appropriation  was  made.  The  doc- 
ument contains  a  detailed  statement  of  eadi 
object,  and  in  the  list  would  be  found  objects 
belonging  to  every  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  and  every  State  would  find  some  oUects 
near  and  dear  to  itself  and  for  which  the  State 
had  been  long  soliciting.  Among  these  objects 
were  the  branch  mints  in  the  South  and  in  New 
Orleans,  the  custom-houses  in  Boston  and  New 
York,  the  Treasury  and  Patent  Offices  in  this 
city,  many  fortifications,  roads,  and  block- 
houses, west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  h^  « 
dozen  Indian  tribes,  and  among  them  the  Cher- 
okee treaty,  on  which  alone  the  balance  was 
$4,245,000.  This  latter  was  a  good  specimen  of 
the  whole  of  these  delayed  appropriations,  and 
illustrated  the  manner  practised  at  the  last  ses- 
sion to  create  an  unavoidable  surplus.  First, 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  kept  off  to 
the  last  possible  moment,  and  then  all  possible 
exertions  made  to  defeat  it ;  then  the  appro- 
priation law  under  the  treaty  was  kept  off  to 
the  last  possible  moment,  and  then  all  possible 
efforts  made  to  defeat  it.  finally,  on  the  2d 
day  of  July,  the  appropriation  passed ;  and  then 
Mr.  John  Ross,  a  tme  coadjutor  of  the  surplus 
party,  went  home  to  prevent  the  Indians  troca 
receiving  the  money ;  and  succeeded ;  and  eo 
saved  this  four  millions  and  a  quarter  for  dis- 
tribution, as  a  part  of  that  unavoidable  snrplos 
for  which  the  States  are  told,  and  even  Georgia 
herself  is  told,  the  Federal  Government  has  no 
use !  Now,  there  was  some  use  for  this  four 
and  a  quarter  millions.  The  United  States 
would  have  to  raise  it  otherwise  if  she  did  not 
get  it  back  from  the  States ;  for  the  compact 
with  Georgia,  made  thirty-foor  years  ago,  and 
by  which  the  United  States  obtained  Autbama 
and  Mississippi,  will  have  to  be  carried  into 
effect.  Aha  so  of  every  object  mentioned  in 
the  document.  There  were  above  two  hundred 
of  these  objects,  and  money  would  have  to  be 
provided  for  carrying  each  of  them  into  effect ; 
for  they  were  not  of  a  nature  to  be  abandoned ; 
and  this  head  of  mine,  (said  Mr.  B.,  patting  his 
finger  to  his  forehead,)  this  head  of  mine,  as 
belonging  to  a  member  of  the  F!inanoe  Com- 
mittee, was  now  occupied  with  this  subject,  and 
was  considering  how  far  duties  could  be  redno- 
ed,  and  how  far  they  would  have  to  be  kept 
up,  and  what  tax  otherwise  unnecessary  most 
be  retained  to  supply  the  place  of  these  four- 
teen and  a  half  millions,  if  the  deposit  act  is 
perverted  by  any  of  the  States  into  a  distribn- 
tion  law.  Now,  he  wanted  this  &ct  carried 
home  to  the  people  of  the  States  in  such  form 
that  it  could  not  be  disputed.  He  would  there- 
fore move  to  have  this  document  printed,  and 
five  copies  sent  to  the  Governor  of  each  State, 
ten  copies  sent  to  each  branch  of  the  State  Leg- 
islatures, and  1,000  extra  copies  be  8appli«l 
to  the  Senate  for  its  distribntion. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  to  make  a  very  few  re- 
marks on  the  very  extraordinary  motion  of  the 
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Senator  from  Miascmri,  and  to  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  th«  question.  The  sending  oat 
tiiis  paper  in  the  manner  proposed  would  make 
an  erroneons  impression  on  the  minds  of  those 
to  vbom  it  woald  be  sent,  and  would  be  an 
tmnsoal  departure  firom  the  ordinary  practice 
of  tbe  Senate.  Did  not  every  Senator  know 
that  tliere  was  a  large  amonnt  left  in  the  Treas- 
ury, say  fire  millions  of  dollars,  by  the  deposit 
ItL-v  of  the  last  session,  for  the  purpose  of  nAet- 
ing  these  balances!  Did  not  every  Senator 
know  that,  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasory,  there  were  three  millions  of 
dollars  of  these  appropriations  that  would  not 
be  wanted,  and  were  therefore  transferred  to 
Uie  snrphis  fund  in  pursuance  of  a  standing 
law  ?  And  was  there  not,  besides,  a  large  sum 
in  tb«  hands  of  thd  disbursing  officers  of  the 
GoTemmentf  He  knew,  Mr.  0.  sud,  that 
every  exertion  would  be  made  in  order  to  de- 
feat the  deposit  bill  at  this  session.  He  knew 
well  that  the  battle  was  yet  to  be  fought — a 
batde  in  which  the  people  would  be  on  one 
ade,  and  the  office-holders  and  office-seekers  on 
the  other. 

EUetion  of  Chaplain. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
chaplain.  The  Bev.  Mr.  Goodman,  having  re- 
ceived 22  votes,  was  duly  elected. 


Thtjksdat,  December  29. 
Admiuum  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  GBD:n>T,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
^ciaiy,  reported  a  bill  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  luchigan  into  the  Union ;  which  was, 
by  consent,  read  twice. 

Mr.  Gkusdt  moved  that  the  bill  now  receive 
its  third  reading ;  it  was  but  short ;  the  facts 
ot  the  case  were  well  known. 

Mr.  £wTKo  otgected  to  the  bill's  receiving  its 
third  reading  at  this  time.  It  was  far  too  im- 
portant in  its  character  to  be  hurried  through 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  GAL^otm  Joined  in  the  objection.  He 
had  not  looked  much  at  the  question  involved 
in  the  biQ,  nor  was  he  acquainted  with  Ae 
fiKts  of  the  case ;  but,  assnmmg  them  to  be  as 
had  been  stated  in  the  President's  Message,  this 
was  one  of  the  v6ry  gravest  questions  ever  sub- 
mittcMl  to  the  Senate.  It  was  certainlv  one 
which  re^juired  to  be  maturely  considered,  and 
carefblly' weighed.  He  wished  more  time  for 
reflection :  fint,  that  he  might  more  accurately 
ascertain  what  the  facts  were ;  and,  secondly, 
that  he  might  weigh  them  in  his  mind  with  the 
care  they  demandwi.  He  presumed  others  were 
of  Uke  mind ;  and,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the 
wishes  of  the  Senate,  he  would  move  that  the 
fiutiier  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed, 
and  that  it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
that  day  week. 

Mr.  Gbtjsdy  did  not  object  to  allowing  gen- 
tlemen a  reasonable  time,  but  bought  me  day 


named  too  distant.  There  was  one  good  rea- 
son why  the  bill  should  receive  an  earlier  con- 
sideration :  the  distribution  of  the  deposits  was 
to  take  place  soon  after  the  Ist  day  of  January 
next,  and  it  was  desirable,  if  the  bill  was  to  pass 
at  all,  that  it  passed  early  enough  to  admit  the 
State  of  Michigan  to  receive,  with  her  sisters 
of  the  confederacy,  her  due  proportion  of  tbe 
public  moneys ;  but  if  the  whole  subject  was 
put  oSj  as  had  been  moved,  the  passage  of  tiie 
Dill  might  be  so  far  delayed  as  to  render  this 
impossible.  This,  surely,  was  a  strong  argu- 
ment for  as  early  an  attention  to  the  subject 
as  possible.  As  to  the  fticts  of  the  case,  tney 
were  detailed  in  the  President's  Message,  and  in 
the  documents  which  had  been  reported  with 
the  bill :  he  was  ftilly  aware  that  they  present- 
ed a  case,  in  regard  to  which  the  judgments  of 
gentlemen  might  widely  differ ;  but  the  facts 
themselves  were  few,  and  might  soon  be  told. 
In  June  last,  Oongress  had  passed  a  bill  declar- 
ing that,  on  certain  conditions  therein  set 
forth,  the  new  State  of  Michigan  should  be 
received  into  the  Union:  one  of  which  was. 
that  certain  boundary  lines  should  be  assigned 
to  the  State ;  and  another,  that  a  convention 
of  the  people  of  Michigan,  convened  for  the 
express  purpose,  should  express  their  aasent  to 
these  conditions,  and  agree  to  come  into  the 
confederacy  on  the  terms  prescribed.  The  act 
contained  no  directions  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  such  convention  should  be  called.  A 
convention  was  ordered  by  the  Legislature  of 
Michigan  ;  which  met,  and  concluded  to  reject 
the  conditions  of  admission,  and  oommimicated 
such  dissent  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  On  farther  reflection,  however,  with- 
out any  particular  form  of  legislation,  the  peo- 
ple themselves  had  since  spontaneously  met  in 
their  primary  assemblies,  and  called  a  second  con- 
vention, by  which  body  it  had  been  agreed  to 
accept  the  conditions  of  the  law,  and  thus  to 
enter  the  confederacy.  It  was  since  ascertain- 
ed that  from  5,000  to  6,000  votes  for  this  latter 
convention  had  been  cast  for  the  same  mem- 
bers who  had  formerly  decided  to  reftise  the 
terms  of  admission,  and  from  8,000  to  9,000  in 
favor  of  men  of  a  different  opinion.  This,  he 
believed,  was  about  as  correct  a  statement  of 
the  facts  of  the  case  as  could  be  obtained  by 
greater  delay.  The  question  was  certainly  open 
as  to  the  validity  of  the  acts  of  this  latter  con- 
vention, on  which,  no  doubt,  there  would  be  a 
diversity  of  opinion ;  but  as  to  the  ftiots  there 
could  be  no  dispute.  It  would  appear,  on  ex- 
amination, that  althongh  a  minority  of  tlie  peo-  ' 
pie  of  Michigan  had,  at  the  date  of  the  first 
oonventdon,  been  opposed  to  accepting  the 
terms  of  admission,  yet,  at  the  time  the  last 
was  held,  an  overflowing  m^ority  had  been  in 
favor  of  the  measure,  when  these  facts  should 
be  found  and  admitted  to  be  as  stated,  Mr.  6. 
should  give  his  views  as  to  what  ought  to  be 
the  consequence.  But  he  was  anxious  that  the 
law  should  be  passed  in  time  for  Michigan  to 
get  her  proportion  of  the  public  money.    The 
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Seoretary  ooald  not  make  the  distribation  on 
the  first  of  the  month,  as  all  the  returns  would 
not  then  txttn,  bnt  he  might  probably  be  in 
cironmstances  to  do  so  within  ten  days  there- 
after. 

Mr.  Oaisovs  said  that  no  Senator  was  more 
Sdudoos  that  the  new  State  of  Michigan  should 
be  received  into  the  confederacy  than  himself, 
or  could  be  more  willing  that  she  should  obtain 
her  due  proportion  of  ue  public  money  placed 
in  deposit  with  the  several  States.  He  desired 
to  interpose  no  unnecessary  delay,  and  would 
vary  his  motion  so  as  to  propose  that  this  bill 
be  made  the  order  for  Tuesday  next.  (Monday, 
he  presumed,  wonld  scarcely  be  a  business  day, 
and  many  of  the  members  might  be  absent.) 
According,  however,  to  the  statement  given  by 
the  gentleman  himself  there  was  at  the  bottom 
of  this  subject  one  of  the  gravest,  the  very 
gravest,  questions  which  could  be  agitated ;  so 
grave,  indeed,  that  important  as  he  conceived 
the  deposit  act  to  be,  he  could  almost  prefer 
that  their  respective  proportions  of  the  surplus 
fund  should  be  withheld  from  all  the  States, 
than  that  a  bill  like  this  should  rashly  be  pass- 
ed. He  wished,  he  repeated  it,  more  time  for 
reflection. 

Mr.  MoBBis  was  one  o{  the  committee  who 
had  reported  the  bill,  yet  he  did  not  concur  in 
the  preamble  as  reported.  He  did  not,  indeed, 
doubt  that  Michigan  ought  to  be  admitted*  into 
the  Union,  and  should  rejoice  at  her  admission. 
But,  as  the  chairman  hsd  correctly  stated  the 
act  of  Congress,  providing  for  her  admission, 
made  it  conditional,  and  required  her  previous 
assent  to  the  condition,  that  assent  was  to  be 
made  known  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Ko  w,  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Mich- 
igan had  not  yet  reached  the  I^esident  at  the 
date  of  his  last  communication,  and  therefore 
Congress  did  not  ofBciolly  know  the  fact.  The 
first  question  was,  whether  the  Senate  was 
competent  to  declare  the  act  of  the  last  conven- 
tion a  valid  act.  The  law  required  that  a  con- 
vention should  be  called  for  the  express  object 
of  espressing  assent  or  dissent  to  the  conditions 
of  reception.  Kow,  the  Senate  had  learned 
from  the  President's  Message  that  the  people 
of  Michigan  had  assembled  in  a  convention 
called  by  their  own  Legislature,  and  had  declar- 
ed their  diiisent,  and  had  communicated  such 
dissent  to  the  President.  But,  after  this  solemn 
act  by  a  convention  legally  called,  it  seemed 
that  there  had  another  convention  been  gotten 
up  without  any  authority  of  law,  and  on  the 
sots  of  this  body  the  present  bill  was  founded. 
It  involved  questions  of  the  highest  magnitude. 
Mr.  M.  went  on  to  express  his  opinion  that  the 
doings  of  the  latter  convention  conld  be  no 
gnide  for  the  legislation  of  Congress,  who  ought 
to  act  just  as  if  no  such  body  had  ever  met. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  tii&  third  section  of  the 
admission  law,  which  required  the  previous  as- 
sent of  the  people  of  Michigan  to  conditions 
presented  by  Congress,  was  an  imposition  upon 
that  people ;  but  the  correct  mode  wonld  now 


be  to  repeal  that  act  and  to  receive  the  State  at 
once.  The  whole  law  had  proceeded  on  the 
hypothecs  that  there  was  an  unsettled  boundary 
line  between  Michigan  and  the  State  south  of 
her ;  but.  as  one  of  the  Senators  of  that  State, 
he  considered  the  question  of  boundary  as  folly 
settied.  He  was  willing  to  admit  Michigan, 
but  not  on  grounds  which  were  unfoundea  in 
fact.  He  gave  notice  that  he  should,  when  the 
bilijcame  up  for  consideration,  move  to  strike 
out  the  preamble ;  it  was  intended  as  a  key  to 
the  bill ;  but  it  was  calculated  rather  to  mislead 
than  to  guide  to  the  true  principle  on  which 
the  bill  was  founded.  It  was  possible  that,  on 
further  reflection,  he  might  change  hia  mind ; 
but  such  were  his  present  impressions. 

Mi.  Gbitnst  said  that  the  conunittee,  when 
draughting  the  bill,  had  also  taken  imder  con- 
sideration that  view  of  the  subject  presented 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio ;  and  if,  on  Monday, 
the  Senate  should  concur  in  that  view,  no  re- 
gard would  be  had  in  the  bill  to  the  late  con- 
vention accepting  the  terms  of  admission,  and 
thus  the  object  of  admission  would  be  attained. 
But  it  was  on  this  ground  that  Mr.  G.  preferred 
the  preamble :  that  Michigan  could  then  never 
claim,  as  a  State,  what  Congress  had  thus  de- 
cided agiunst.  And,  as  there  was  an  inveterate 
controversy  between  Michigan  and  Ohio,  he 
thought  it  the  better  way  to  bind  Michigan,  so 
that  under  no  pretext  could  she  set  up  a  clfum 
to  a  section  of  country  belonging  to  Ohio.  If 
the  preamble  should  be  stricken  out,  the  sub- 
ject would  be  more  open  to  controversy  than 
if  it  should  be  retained.  Mr.  G.  believed  that, 
by  the  preamble,  Michigan  wonld  be  estopped 
from  coming  forward  and  claiming  any  tnmg. 
It  was  merely  on  this  ground  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  retaming  the  preamble.  But,  to  ob- 
viate objections,  he  was  willing  that  the  bill 
should  be  postponed,  and  made  tue  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BuoHANAx  was  aware  that  the  present 
was  not  the  proper  occasion  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  bill  which  had  been  reported: 
nor  did  he  purjwse  to  enter  on  its  discussion ; 
but,  as  other  gentiemen  had  briefly  stated  their 
opinions  on  the  subject,  he  should  in  like  man- 
ner state  what  was  nis  own  view  of  the  matter. 
He  did  not  consider  the  subject  of  the  bill  as 
peculiarly  grave  or  difficult,  save  as  it  was  al- 
ways a  grave  question  whether  a  new  State 
should  l^  received  into  the  Union.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  admission  act,  which  had  passed 
last  year,  was  very  plain  to  him,  so  much  so, 
indeed,  that  he  had  expected  the  President 
would  have  issued  his  proclamation  at  once, 
without  referring  the  question  to  Congress  for 
decision.  Mr.  B.  here  quoted  the  act,  and  ob- 
served that  it  contmned  no  provision  requiring 
any  legislative  action  on  the  part  of  Michigan, 
to  auuiorize  a  convention  of  the  people.  It 
would  have  been  improper  that  it  should.  He 
insisted  it  was  perfectly  competent  for  the 
people  of  that  Territory  to  hold  a  convention 
spontaneously,  without  any  {^plication  to  the 
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L^jaiatore  about  the  matter ;  and  if  they  had 
done  so,  the  only  qneetion  was  whether  such 
ooayention  had  decided  to  aocept  the  conditions 
of  admiarion  which  CJongrees  had  (very  proper- 
ly,  in  his  judgment)  required.  Ee  believed  it 
bad :  and  the  case  was  therefore  yery  plun. 
He  understood  there  had  been  more  votes,  by 
S,000  on  both  rides,  given  in  this  latter  than  in 
the  fint  convention ;  and  no  matter  how  many 
Dnsaoceesftil  attempts  had  previously  been  made, 
if  their  consent  had  at  last  been  given,  there 
was  an  end  of  the  matter ;  they  were  clearly 
entitled  to  admismon.  He  should  not  enter  on 
the  argument,  but  merely  threw  out  his  opinion, 
which  he  should  be  ready,  at  the  t»t)per  time, 
to  enforce  with  what  little  power  he  might 
command. 

Mr.  Ewnw  ooncnrred  with  his  ooDeagae  (Mr. 
Morris)  in  the  opinion  that  the  last  convention 
hdd  in  MieluKan  was  altc^ether  ill^al  and  un- 
authorized. He  sow  in  it  nothing  which  was 
oititled  to  be  called  a  convention  of  the  people. 
He  was  also  opposed  to  the  preamble  of  the 
bOL  He  had  not  examined  the  bill  itaeUj  and 
eoold  not  say  what  might  be  his  opinion  of  it, 
should  the  preamble  be  stricken  ont ;  but  how 
much  soever  it  might  operate  as  an  estoppel 
to  lite  new  State  of  Michigan  from  ever  here- 
after mooting  again  the  vexed  question  of  her 
boundary  line,  he  was  not  in  fi&vor  of  having 
that  estoppel  effected  by  what  he  considered  a 
mere  fiction.  [Mr.  £.  quoted  the  admission  act, 
to  show  the  conditions  of  admission.]  Now, 
did  any  oae  suppose  that  it  was  a  fulfilment  of 
this  condition  for  the  people  to  rise  up  in  their 
primaiT  assemblies,  without  legal  organization 
or  civil  authority,  and  declare  their  assent  to 
the  conditions  of  admission  ?  "Was  society  thus 
to  be  reduced  to  its  elements,  and  was  it  to  act 
without  social  organization?  The  act  of  Oon- 
gress  had  recognized  no  such  principle ,  it  had 
recognized  the  principle  of  social  organization ; 
and  to  hold  the  validity  of  the  acts  of  such  an 
assemblage  as  had  come  together  under  the 
name  of  s  convention  of  the  people,  was,  in 
his  judgment^  so  strange  as  to  amount  almost  to 
an  absojrdity.  Interested  or  not,  he  thought,  in 
an  fairness,  the  estoppel  effected  by  such  an 
act  of  assent  ought  not  to  be  accepted  and 
held  binding.  It  was  based  upon  an  act  that 
was  wholly  void.  It  was  said,  indeed,  that  a 
majority  of  tiie  people  had  voted ;  but  where 
was  the  evidence  of  any  regular  social  organi- 
zation in  the  convention  I  what  guarantee  did 
Congress  possess  that  it  had  been  coav^ied  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  of  the  constitution  ?  Who 
voted !  Who  notified  the  people  at  large  of  the 
time  and  place  of  meeting  T  Did  the  people  all 
consent  to  such  time,  and  such  place  ?  It  was. 
at  least,  not  probable  they  did.  The  people  of 
this  country  were  in  the  habit  of  looking  to 
some  regular  and  recognized  authority  in  all 
their  proceedings.  A,  B,  and  0,  in  a  particular 
county,  declaring  that  they  would  meet  to  con- 
nder  this  public  question,  did  not  lay  the  basis 
of  a  convention.    How  had  the  election  of 


members  of  the  convention  been  oondnotedt 
Who  had  been  the  judges  of  election  ?  had  they 
been  sworn  ?  if  so,  their  oath  must  have  been 
extrajudicial.  And  who  had  been  permitted  to 
vote  I  It  had  been  said,  there  were  two  thon- 
sand  more  votes  given  on  either  side  than  in 
the  first  convention.  That  that  number  of 
votes  had  been  counted  he  did  not  doubt ;  but 
where  was  the  evidence  that  they  had  been 
given  f  No  warrant,  or  qualifications  of  voters, 
had  been  alluded  to.  Mr.  £.  had  no  objection 
to  the  admission  of  Michigan,  but  let  it  be  done 
regularly,  and  in  a  proper  manner;  and  let 
nothing  like  trick  be  practised  upon  the  people 
of  the  new  State,  by  an  estoppel  improperiy 
obtained  agunst  their  claims. 

Mr.  MoKRis  waa  very  thankfhl  for  information 
that  would  show  the  ground  on  which  the  par- 
ties stood  in  the  discussion.  He  understood  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  Buchanan)  thus :  that  all  which 
was  required  of  the  people  of  Michigan  waa 
that  they  should  choose  a  convention,  and  that 
such  convention  should  assent  to  the  act  of  ad- 
misrion.  The  gentleman  even  went  fhrther ;  if 
one  convention  had  failed,  the  people  might 
choose  another,  and  bo  go  on  ad  it^itum. 
This  doctrine,  Mr.  M  thought,  went  directly 
to  dissolve  the  whole  elements  of  society,  and 
to  destroy  all  the  obligations  of  law.  It 
amounted  to  this :  that  if  an  act  of  Oongreaa 
should  be  passed  for  the  .punishment  of  an 
offence,  which  act  required  a  judicial  investi^ 
tion,  the  people  might,  notwithstanding,  na* 
in  an  original  assembly,  and  themselves  inflict 
the  punidiment. 

Agun :  if  Michigan  had  adopted  a  consti^- 
tion,  it  was  bound  to  abide  by  that  constitution. 
But  this  proposed  act  of  Congress  would  give 
the  people  of  Michigan  the  power  to  amend 
and  add  to  that  constitution.  Mr.  M  thonght 
that  doctrines  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  be  tol- 
erated. And  if  such  an  original  convention 
was  proper,  how  was  it  to  be  created  t  Was 
one  county  to  notify  another,  or  one  individual 
another  t  or  bow  was  it  to  be  done  ?  If  the 
people  of  IGohi^an  might  act  in  this  irregular 
way,  then  so  imj^t  the  people  of  any  of  the 
States,  and  all  government  and  law  would  bo 
thus  already  dissolved  into  thdr  original  ele- 
ments, and  the  whole  fabric  of  our  institutions 
would  be  reduced  to  a  shadow.  And  the  fault 
would  not  be  so  much  in  the  people  of  Miolugaa 
as  in  this  proposed  act  of  Congress.  MiT  M. 
thought  much  mischief  would  follow  the  p^is- 
sage  of  the  bill  with  such  a  preamble.  It 
would  be  establishing  by  Congress  the  doctrine 
that  we  are  not  to  be  governed  by  law,  but  by 
popular  f^nzy.  When  the  Legislature  of 
Michigan  passod  the  law  authorizing  a  conven- 
tion, was  there  any  objection  made  to  that  law  ! 
But  why  pass  the  law^  if  the  people  might  rise 
in  an  original  convention  f  It  was  such  a  con- 
vention uiat  at  least  accepted  the  terms  of  ad- 
mission— a  convention  which,  as  the  Presidant 
had  informed  us,  was  got  up  without  law ;  and 
the  President  had  theiifore  not  iasued  his  proo- 
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lamation  of  admission.  It  seemed  to  Mr.  UL 
that  all  this  was  a  wide  departure  from  the 
oonstitation  and  laws  of  the  country ;  and  he 
shonld,  therefore,  at  the  proper  time,  more  to 
strike  oat  the  preamble. 

Mr.  BDOHA.NA.N  regretted  that,  in  expresung 
a  mere  general  opinion,  he  had  nnintentionally 
given  rise  to  the  present  discussion.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  who  had  just  taken  his  seat, 
had  stated  the  ground  he  had  taken  in  snch 
strong  terms,  that  Mr.  B.  supposed  that  if  an 
•ngel  from  heaven  should  attempt  to  convince 
him  of  the  contrary,  he  would  labor  in  vain. 
That  honorable  Senator  had  discovered  that  he 
(Mr.  B.)  was  a  g^reat  latitudinarian ;  and  that, 
if  the  principles  ho  had  stated  shoidd  once  be 
admitted,  every  thing  would  run  to  confasion. 
The  people,  it  seemed,  would  rise,  and  not  only 
legislate  fbr  themselves,  but  ezecnte  justice  al- 
sol — (he  presumed  by  Lynch  law.)  But  he 
denied  the  justice  of  any  such  inferences  from 
his  doctrine.  By  what  authority  had  the  first 
eonvention  been  held!  Kot  from  any  power 
(^ven  by  the  act  of  Congress  to  the  Legislature 
of  Michigan  to  pass  a  law  calling  a  convention. 
"Why,  then,  had  such  an  act  been  passed? 
Clearly  from  the  necessity  of  the  case.  Michi- 
gan had  been  acting  as  a  sovereign  State,  and 
Congress  had  been  treating  with  her  touching 
her  admisaon  into  the  Union.  It  had  been 
very  proper  in  the -Legislature  to  pass  such  a 
law;  but  the  convention  assembled  nnder  it 
had  proved  ineffectnal.  Congress  had  acted 
wisely  in  not  re^jniring  any  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  give  vaLdity  to  the  convention.  The 
sovereign  people  of  the  State  of  Michigan  had 
a  right  to  do,  in  this  matter,  just  what  they 
should  please  to  do.  And  even  had  the  Legis- 
lature refused  to  pass  a  law  calling  a  conven- 
tion, the  people  wonld  still  have  possessed  the 
right  to  meet  in  their  primary  assemblies,  and 
make  their  wishes  known  to  the  Legislature. 
He  admitted  that  Congress  should  first  be  satis- 
fied that  the  convention  had  acted  in  a  regular 
manner,  and  had  actually  concurred  in  the  con- 
ditions of  admission.  But,  when  this  was  pro- 
vided, it  was  no  longer  a  matter  of  favor  to 
receive  the  new  State.  It  was  her  right  to 
come  in.  He  should  not  go  into  the  argument 
at  this  time ;  when  the  bill  came  up,  he  should 
be  happy  to  meet  the  two  Senators  from  Ohio 
in  ito  (Uscnssion. 

Mr.  Bbnton  said  it  was  impossible  that  any 
question  could  arise  about  the  admission,  on 
which  every  gentleman  had  not  already  made 
up  his  mind.  The  subject  had  already  been 
four  or  five  years  before  Congress.  Mr.  B.  in- 
sisted that  the  question  was  a  mere  question  of 
right — a  right  which  existed  four  years  ago, 
bot  which  had  been  met  at  the  threshold,  and 
fought  inch  by  inch,  till,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  the  fHends  of  the  admission  had  de- 
termined to  sit  it  out.  The  admission  had  been 
redsted  in  a  manner  unknown  to  the  history  of 
the  country.  And  now  it  was  to  be  put  oflF 
till  Monday,  when  the  Senate  had  rather  occa- 


sion to  sit  at  night  in  these  short  days ;  and  th« 
nights  would  be  necessary  for  the  duscussion  of 
this  question.  If  all  the  questions  brought  for-  i 
ward  should  be  discussed,  they  must  be^  with.  ' 
Adam,  who  hod  but  one  woman  to  govern,  and 
enter  into  the  history  of  original  conventions. 
There  was  no  necessity  of  postponing  till  Mon- 
day. All  the  time  would  be  Uttle  enough  for 
them  to  get  rid  of  what  was  pent  vtf  within 
them  almost  to  bursting  on  this  subject.  But 
if  postponed,  then,  when  Monday  should  oome, 
Mr.  B.  would  oome  and  sit  down  in  his  chair, 
and  would  camp  on  this  ground  till  Michigan 
should  be  admitted. 

The  discussion  ended  by  making  the  bill  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next 


Monday,  January  2, 183T. 

Mr.  Euro,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  the  Hon.  John  MoKurLET,  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  a  Senator 
from  that  State,  to  serve  for  six  years  from  the 
4th  of  March  next. 

Mr.  Pbbston  appeared  in  his  seat  to-day. 

Land  Bill, 
Mr.  'Watxrb,  fi-om  the  committee  to  whom 
it  was  referred,  reported  Mr.  Clat's  land  bill^ 
with  an  amendment,  striking  out  the  whole 
bill  save  the  enacting  clause,  and  substituting 
another  which  restricts  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  to  actual  settlers,  and  to  them  in  small 
quantities,  accompanied  with  many  guards 
against  its  being  evaded  by  speculators. 

Admiuion  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Gbttkdt  moved  that  the  previous  orders 
of  the  day  be  postponed,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  bill  to  admit  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan into  the  Union.  •  . 

Mr.  Caiboux  was  opposed  to  the  motion ;  the 
documents  accompanying  the  bill  had  but  this 
morning  been  laid  upon  the  tables,  and  no  time 
hoi  been  allowed  for  even  reading  them  over. 

Mr.  Geusdt  insisted  on  his  motion.  Of  one 
point  he  was  folly  satisfied — that  Michigan  had 
a  right  to  be  received  into  the  Union ;  on  this, 
he  presumed  there  would  be  but  little  difference 
of  opinion,  the  chief  di£BouIty  having  respect 
to  the  mode  in  which  it  was  to  be  done.  There 
seemed  more  difference  of  opinion,  and  he  pre- 
sumed there  would  be  more  debate,  touching 
the  preamble  concerning  the  bill  itself;  but  he 
could  not  consent  to  postpone  the  subject. 
Congress  were  daily  passing  laws  the  effect  of 
which  pressed  immediately  upon  the  people  of 
Michigan,  and  concerning  which  they  were  en- 
titled to  have  a  voice  and  a  vote  upon  this 
fioor,  and,  therefore,  the  bill  for  their  admission 
ought  to  receive  the  immediate  action  of  the 
Senate.  As  to  the  documents,  they  were  not 
numerous.  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina might  readily  run  his  eye  over  them,  and 
he  would  perceive  that  the  facts  of  the  case 
were  easily  understood.    Indeed,  there  was  but 
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oae  of  atqrMMweqnence,  reapecttng  whkh  there 
WW  any  ooatroveraj. 

The  orders  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate 
proeeeded  to  oonaider  the  lull,  as  foUow8 : 

A  bni  to  admit  the  State  of  Hicbigan  into  the>  Union 
np<man  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

Whereas,  in  ponuance  of  the  act  of  Congreag 
of  Jane  Ae  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the 
admissioa  of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union, 
imon  the  conditions  therein  expressed,"  a  convention 
m  delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of  the  said  State 
tt  lii«*ie«n,  for  tiie  sole  purpose  of  giving  their 
■III  nl  to  the  boundaries  of  the  said  State  of  Michi- 
gan, as  described,  declared,  and  eetaUished,  in  and 
by  the  said  act,  did,  on  the  fifteenth  of  December, 
eighteen  hondred  and  thirty-six,  assent  to  the  pro- 
fUosa  of  said  act:  therefore, 

Bt  it  mtaeUd,  ite.,  That  the  State  of  Midiigan 
AsH  be  one,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of 
the  U&ited  States  of  America,  and  admitted  into  the 
Union  oa  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori|^nal  States, 
ia  all  lespectn  whatever. 

Sbc.2- -^ixlk  t(/i(r(A<rcfUK(«f;  ThattbeSeoretarr 
of  the  Treasury,  in  carrying  into  efltect  the  tliirteenth 
and  fourteenth  sections  of  the  act  of  the  twenty- 
thjid  of  Jane,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
entitled  "An  act  to  r^nlate  the  deposits  of  the 
pnbGe  money,"  shall  coE^der  tht  State  of  Michigan 
as  bong  one  of  the  United  States. 

Iff.  MoKBU  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
OrRnmittee  on  the  Jadiciary,  with  instmotiona 
to  strike  oot  the  preamble. 

Mr.  Oajmous  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

To  nnderstand  fully  the  objection  to  this 
biS,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  have  a  oor- 
reet  eonoeption  of  the  facts.  They  are  few, 
and  msy  be  briefly  told. 

SoDte  time  pre-rioas  to  the  last  session  of 
Oongreas,  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  throngh 
its  Legialatiire,  authorized  the  people  to  meet 
in  eonrention,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
State  Government  They  met  accordingly,  and 
agreed  iqwn  a  constitution,  which  they  forth- 
with transmitted  to  Congress.  It  was  fully 
diflenaaed  in  this  chamber,  and,  objectionable 
as  the  instmment  was,  an  act  was  finaDy  passed, 
which  accepted  the  constitution,  and  declared 
lOdiigan  to  l>e  a  State,  and  admitted  into  the 
Union,  on  the  single  condition,  that  she  should, 
by  ft  convention  of  the  people,  assent  to  the 
boandftries  preaeribed  by  the  act  Soon  after 
oar  a4Jonnunent  the  L^islatnre  of  the  State 
ot  Ukuiigaa  (for  she  had  been  rwsed  by  our 
aaaent  to  the  dignity  of  a  State)  called  a  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  the  State,  -in  oonform- 
5  to  the  act,  which  met  at  the  time  appoint- 
at  Ann  Harbor.  After  full  discussion,  the 
oonvention  withheld  ita  assent,  and  formally 
tranamitted  the  result  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  This  is  the  first  part  of  the 
story.  I  wOI  now  give  the  s^nel.  Since  then, 
during  the  last  month,  a  self-oonslitnted  assem- 
bly met,  professedly  as  a  convention  of  the 
pet^  Of  the  State,  but  withont  the  authority 


of  the  State.  This  unaathorized  and  lawless 
assemblage  assume  the  high  function  of  giving 
the  assent  of  the  State  of  Michigan  to  the  con- 
dition of  admission,  as  prescribed  in  the  act  of 
Congress.  They  communicated  their  assent  to 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  and  he  to 
the  Senate.  The  Senate  referred  his  Message 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  that 
committee,  on  its  own  authority,  reported  this 
present  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  State. 

Such  are  the  facts  out  of  which  grows  the 
important  question,  had  this  self-constituted 
assembly  the  authority  to  assent  for  the  State  f 
Had  they  the  authority  to  do  what  is  implied 
in  giving  assent  to  the  condition  of  admission  t 
That  assent  introduces  the  State  into  the  Union, 
and  pledges  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  the 
oonstitntional  compact  which  binds  these  States 
in  one  confederated  body ;  imposes  on  her  all 
its  obligations,  and  confers  on  ner  all  its  bene- 
fits. Had  this  irregular,  self-constituted  assem- 
blage the  authority  to  pierform  these  high  and 
solemn  acts  of  sovereignty  in  the  name  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  ?  She  oould  only  come  in  as 
a  State,  and  ndbe  could  act  or  speak  for  her 
without  her  express  authority ;  and  to  assume 
the  authority  withont  her  sanction  is  nothing 
short  of  treason  against  the  State. 

Again :  the  assent  to  the  conditions  prescribed 
by  Congress  implies  an  authority  in  those  who 
gave  it  to  supersede  in  part  the  constitution  of 
the  State  of  Michigan;  for  her  constitution 
fixes  the  boundaries  of  the  State  as  part  of  that 
instmment  which  the  condition  of  admission 
entirely  alters,  and  to  that  extent  the  aaaent 
would  supersede  the  constitution ;  and  thus 
the  question  is  presented,  whether  this  self-con- 
stituted assembly,  styling  itself  a  conventi(Mi^ 
had  the  authority  to  do  an  act  which  necessari- 
ly implies  the  right  to  supersede  in  part  the 
constitution. 

But  further :  The  State  of  Michigan,  through 
its  Legislature,  authorized  a  convention  of  the 
people,  in  order  to  determine  whether  the  con- 
dition of  admission  should  be  assented  to  or  not 
The  convention  met ;  and,  after  mature  deliber- 
ation, it  dissented  to  the  condition  of  admis- 
sion ;  and  thus  again  the  question  is  presented, 
whether  this  self-called,  self-constituted  assem- 
blage, this  caucus — ^for  it  is  entitled  to  no  high- 
er name— -had  the  authority  to  annul  the 
dissent  of  the  State,  solemnly  given  by  a  con- 
vention of  the  people,  regularly  convoked  un- 
der the  express  authority  of  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  State  ? 

If  all  or  any  of  these  questions  be  answered 
in  the  negative — if  the  self-created  assemblage 
of  December  hod  no  authority  to  speak  in  the 
name  of  the  State  of  Michigan — if  none  to 
supersede  any  nortion  of  her  constitution — if 
none  to  annul  her  dissent  to  the  condition  of 
admission  regularly  given  by  a  convention  of 
the  people  of  the  State,  convoked  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  State,  to  introduce  her  on  its 
authority  would  be  not  only  revolutionary  and 
dangerous,  but  utterly  repugnant  to  the  prinoi- 
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pies  of  our  oonstitotion.  The  qoeetioii  then 
submitted  to  the  Senate  is,  had  that  assemblage 
the  aathority  to  perform  these  high  and  soTenm 
acts? 

The  chairman  of  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jndi- 
ciflTT'  holds  that  this  self-constitnted  assemblage 
had  the  aathority;  and  what  is  his  reason? 
Why,  truly,  beoaose  a  greater  number  of  votes 
were  given  for  those  who  constituted  that  as- 
semblage than  for  those  who  constituted  the 
convention  of  the  people  of  the  States  convened 
under  its  constituted  authorities.  This  argu- 
ment resolves  itself  into  two  questions — Sie 
first  of  fact,  and  the  second  of  principle.  I 
diall  not  discuss  the  first.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  do  so.  Bat  if  it  were,  it  would  be  easy  to 
show  that  never  was  so  important  a  fact  so 
loosely  testified.  There  is  not  one  particle  of 
official  evidence  before  .ns.  We  had  nothing 
but  the  private  letters  of  individuals,  who  do 
not  know  even  the  numbers  that  voted  on 
either  occasion ;  they  know  nothing  of  the  quali- 
fications of  voters,  nor  how  their  votes  were 
received,  nor  by  whom  counted.  Now,  none 
knows  better  than  the  honorabR  chairman  him- 
self, that  such  testimony  as  is  submitted  to  us 
to  establish  a  fact  of  this  moment,  would  not 
be  received  in  the  lowest  magistrate's  court  in 
tiie  land.  But  I  waive  this.  I  come  to  the 
question  of  the  principle  involved ;  and  what 
is  itt  The  argument  is,  that  a  greater  number 
of  persons  voted  for  the  last  convention  than 
for  the  first,  and  therefore  the  acts  of  the  last, 
of  right,  abrogated  those  of  the  first ;  in  other 
words,  that  mere  numbers,  without  regard  to 
the  forms  oi  law  or  the  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution, give  authority.  The  authority  of 
numbers,  according  to  this  argument,  sets  aside 
the  authority  of  law  and  the  constitution. 
Need  I  show  that  such  a  principle  goes  to  the 
entire  overthrow  of  our  constitutional  Govern- 
ment, and  would  subvert  all  social  order  ?  It  is 
fhe  identical  principle  which  prompted  the 
late  revolutionary  and  anarchical  movement  in 
Hanrland,  and  which  has  done  more  to  shake 
confidence  in  our  system  of  government  than 
any  event  since  the  adoption  of  onr  constitu- 
tion, but  which  happily  has  been  frowned 
down  by  the  patriotism  and  intelligence  of  the 
peo^e  of  that  State. 

What  was  the  ground  of  this  insurrectionary 
measure,  but  that  the  government  of  Mary- 
land did  not  represent  the  voice  of  the  numeri- 
cal minority  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  and- 
that  the  aathority  of  law  and  constitution  was 
nothing  against  that  of  numbers.  Here  we 
find,  on  this  floor,  and  fl-om  the  head  of  the 
Judiciary  Oommittee,  the  same  principle  reviv- 
ed, and,  if  possible,  in  a  worse  form ;  for,  in 
Maryland,  the  anarchists  assumed  that  tliey 
were  sustained  by  the  nnmercial  m^ority  of 
the  people  of  the  State  in  their  revolutionary 
movements ;  but  the  utmost  the  chairman  can 
pretend  to  have  is  a  mere  plurality.  The 
largest  number  <^  votes  claimed  for  the  self- 
created  assemblage  is  8,000 ;  and  no  man  will 


undertake  to  say  that  this  oonstitotes  any  thine 
like  a  m^ority  of  the  voters  of  Michigan ;  ana 
he  daims  the  high  authority  which  he  does  for 
it  not  because  it  is  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  Michigan,  but  because  it  is  a  greater  numbw 
than  voted  for  the  authorized  convention  of  the 
people  that  refused  to  agree  to  the  condition  of 
admission.  It  may  be  shown  by  his  own  wit- 
ness, that  a  m^ority  of  the  voters  of  Michigan 
greatly  exceed  8,000.  Mr.  Williams,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  self-created  assemblage,  stated  that 
the  population  of  that  State  amounted  to  nearly 
200,000  persons.  If  so,  there  cannot  be  less 
than  i^om  26,000  to  80,000  voters,  considering 
how  nearly  universal  the  right  of  snflfrage  is 
under  its  constitution ;  and  it  thus  appears  that 
this  irregular,  self-constituted  meeting  did  not 
represent  the  vote  of  one-third  of  the  State ; 
and  yet,  on  a  mere  principle  of  plurality,  we 
are  to  supersede  tiie  constitution  of  Michigan, 
and  annul  the  act  of  a  convention  of  tiie  pec^le 
regularly  convened  under  the  authority  of  the 
government  of  the  State. 

But  says  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  BnonAXAX,)  this  assembly  was  not  self^ 
constituted.  It  met  under  the  authority  of  an 
act  of  Congress ;  and  that  act  had  no  reference 
to  the  State,  but  only  to  the  people ;  and  that 
the  assemblage  in  December  was  just  such  « 
meeting  as  that  act  contemplated.  It-  is  not 
my  intention  to  discuss  the  question  whether 
the  honorable  Senator  has  given  the  true  inter- 
pretation of  the  act,  but,  if  it  were,  I  could  very 
easily  show  his  interpretation  to  be  erroneous; 
for,  if  such  had  been  the  intention  of  Oongreea, 
the  act  surely  would  have  specified  the  time 
when  the  convention  was  to  be  held,  who  were 
to  be  the  managers,  who  the  voters,  and  would 
not  have  left  it  to  individuals  who  might  chooee 
to  assume  the  authority  to  determine  all  tbeee 
important  points.  I  might  also  readily  show 
that  the  word  "  convention  "  of  the  people,  as 
used  in  law  or  the  constitution,  always  means 
a  meeting  of  the  people  regularly  convened  by 
the  constituted  authority  of  the  State^  in  tlieir 
high  sovereign  capacity,  and  that  it  never 
means  such  an  assemblage  as  the  one  in  ques- 
tion. But  I  waive  this ;  I  take  hij^er  ground. 
If  the  act  be,  indeed,  such  as  the  Senator  says 
it  is,  then  I  maintain  that  it  is  utteriy  opposed 
to  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  federal 
Union.  Congress  has  no  right  whatever  to  call 
a  convention  in  a  State.  It  can  call  but  one 
convention,  and  that  is  a  convention  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  am«id  the  fed- 
eral constitution ;  nor  can  it  call  that,  ezc^ 
authorized  by  two-thirds  of  the  States. 

Ours  is  a  federal  republic — a  union  of  States. 
Michigan  is  a  State — a  State  in  the  course  of 
admission — and  difilsring  only  from  the  other 
States  in  her  federal  relations.  She  b  declared 
to  be  a  State  in  the  most  solemn  manner  by 
your  own  act.  She  can  come  into  the  Uni<» 
only  as  a  State,  and  by  her  voluntary  assent, 
given  by  the  people  of  the  Stete  in  convention, 
called  by  the  constituted  aathority  of  the  State, 
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To  admit  th«  State  of  Miohigan,  on  the  author- 
ity of  a  self-«reated  meeting,  or  one  called  by 
the  direct  antboritf  of  Oongress,  passing  by 
the  anthoritiea  of  the  State,  wonld  m  the  most 
moBstrons  prooeeding  onder  our  coiutitation 
that  can  be  oonoeivea ;  the  most  repugnant  to 
its  principles,  and  dangerous  in  its  conseqaenoes. 
It  would  establish  a  direct  relation  between  the 
indiridQal  citizens  of  a  State  and  IJie  General 
GoTemment,  in  ntter  snbTersion  of  the  federal 
character  of  oar  system.  The  reUtion  of  the 
eitizMis  to  this  Qovemment  is  through  the 
&«tes  exclusively.  They  are  subject  to  its  au- 
thority and  laws  only  because  the  State  has 
aasmted  they  should  be.  If  she  dissents,  their 
assent  is  nothing ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
she  assents,  their  dissent  is  nothing.  It  is 
through  the  State,  then,  and  through  the  State 
alone,  that  the  United  States  Government  c-on 
have  any  connection  with  the  people  of  a  State ; 
and  does  not,  then,  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania see,  that  if  Congress  can  authorize  a  con- 
voition  of  the  people  in  the  State  of  Michigan, 
witttoot  the  authority  of  tlie  State,  it  matters 
not  what  is  the  object,  it  may  in  like  manner 
authorize  oonventiona  in  any  other  State,  for 
whatever  purpose  it  may  think  proper  ? 

Miehigan  is  as  much  a  sovereign  State  as  any 
other ;  differing  only,  as  I  have  said,  as  to  her 
federal  relations.  If  we  give  our  sanction  to 
the  assemblage  of  December,  on  the  principle 
laid  down  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
then  we  establish  the  doctrine  that  Congress 
has  power  to  call  at  pleasure  conventions  with- 
in the  States.  Is  there  a  Senator  on  this  floor 
who  will  assent  to  such  a  doctrine  ?  Is  there 
one,  e^jecially,  who  represents  the  smaller 
States  of  this  Union,  or  the  weaker  section? 
Admit  the  power,  and  every  vestige  of  State 
rights  would  be  destroyed.  Our  system  would 
be  subverted,  and,  instead  of  a ,  confederacy  of 
tree  and  sovereij^  States,  we  would  have  all 
power  concentrated  here,  and  this  would  be- 
come the  most  odious  despotism.  He,  indeed, 
must  be  blind,  who  does  not  see  that  such  a 
power  would  give  the  Federal  Government  a 
complete  control  of  all  the  States.  I  call  upon 
Senators  now  to  arrest  a  doctrine  so  dangerous. 
Let  it  be  remembered  that,  under  our  system, 
bad  precedents  live  forever;  good  ones  only 
perish.  We  may  not  feel  all  the  evil  conse- 
quences at  once,  but  this  precedent,  once  set, 
win  sorely  be  received,  and  will  become  the  in- 
ttmment  of  infinite  evil. 
It  will  be  asked^  what  shall  be  done  ?    Will 

fon  refuse  to  admit  Michigan  into  the  Union  ? 
answer,  no;  I  desire  to  admit  her;  and  if 
tlie  Senators  fW)m  Indiana  and  Ohio  will  agree, 
I  am  ready  now  to  admit  her  as  she  stood  at 
tb»  begimiing  of  last  session,  without  giving 
aanction  to  the  unauthorized  assemblage  of  De- 
cember. 

But  if  that  does  not  meet  their  wishes,  there 
is  stm  another  by  which  she  may  be  admitted. 
We  are  told  that  two-thirds  of  the  Legislature 
and  people  of  Miehigan  are  in  favor  of  aoc^t- 


ing  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  last  session.  If 
that  be  tjie  fact,  then  all  that  is  necessary  ia, 
that  the  Legislatnre  should  call  another  conven- 
tion. All  difficulty  will  thus  be  removed,  and 
there  will  be  still  abundant  time  for  her  admis- 
sion at  this  sesrion.  And  shall  we,  for  the  sake 
of  gaining-  a  few  months,  give  oor  assent  to  a 
bill  fiwight  with  principles  so  monstrous  as 
this? 

We  have  been  told,  that  unless  she  is  admit* 
ted  immediately,  it  will  be  too  late  for  her  to  re- 
ceive her  proportion  of  the  surplus  revenue  un- 
der the  deposit  bill.  I  trust  that  on  so  great  a 
question  a  difficulty  like  this  will  have  no 
weight.  Give  her  at  once  her  fbll  share.  I 
am  ready  to  do  so  at  once,  without  waiting  her 
admission.  I  was  mortified  to  hear  on  so  gravs 
a  question  such  motives  assigned  for  her  admis- 
sion, contrary  to  the  law  and  oonstitation. 
Such  considerationB  ought  not  to  be  presented 
when  we  are  settling  great  constitutional  prin- 
ciples. 'I  trust  that  we  shall  pass  by  aU  audi 
frivolous  motives  on  this  occasion,  and  take 
ground  on  the  great  and  fondamental  principle 
that  an  informal,  irregular,  self-o(Mistitated  as- 
sembly, a  mere  caucus,  has  no  authority  to 
speak  for  a  sovereign  State  in  any  case  what- 
ever ;  to  supersede  its  constitution,  w  to  reverse 
its  dissent  deliberately  given  by  a  convention 
of  the  people  of  the  State,  regidarly  convened' 
under  its  constituted  authority. 

Mr.  Gkundt  confessed  that  he  could  not  see 
any  thing  in  the  whole  proceedings  calculated 
to  excite  alarm.  The  Senator  (ih.  Oalhoott) 
had  told  the  Senate  that  a  proceeding  in  Mary* 
land  had  excited  more  apprehension  in  regard 
to  our  institutions  than  any  thing  that  had  oo* 
curred  since  the  establishment  of  our  Govern- 
ment. Now,  that  was  the  gentleman's  opinion ; 
but  be  (Mr.  G.)  had  seen  the  time  when  there 
was  felt  more  solicitude  with  respect  to  the 
stability  of  our  Union  than  what  had  recently 
happened  in  Maryland,  or  in  the  proceedings 
which  had  been  adopted  in  Michigan.  In  order 
to  determine  the  question  before  the  Senate,  it 
might  be  as  well  to  take  a  short  review  of  the 
facta  and  circumstances  connected  with  it. 

By  the  ordinance  of  1787  it  was  provided 
that  this  Territory,  and  all  portions  of  the  tM'- 
ritory  ceded  by  the  State  of  Virginia  north-west 
of  the  Ohio,  should  be  admitted  as  a  State,  not 
by  conventions  called  for  the  purpose  of  ratify- 
ing a  proposal  made  by  Congress,  but  npon  the 
fair  condition  that  when  their  population  - 
should  have  amounted  to  a  oertidn  number. 
Michigan,  at  the  time  she  first  applied  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  possessed  a  population 
of  one-third  more  than  was  required  by  the  or- 
dinance of  1787.  But  he  should  state  that,  be- 
fore asking  for  admission,  as  she  had  a  right  to 
do,  she  called  a  convention,  and  framed  a  con- 
stitotion.  The  General  Govemmmt  bad  at 
that  time  a  right  (without  prescribing  the  terms 
to  be  found  in  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1886) 
to  receive  her  into  the  Union.  But  what  did 
Congress  do?    Did  they  comply  with  her  re- 
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qnest,  or  with  the  terms  of  the  ordinance?  No. 
Congress  prescribed  dififerent  provisions  from 
any  to  be  found  in  the  ordinance.  Now,  ac- 
cording to  the  view  he  took  of  the  subject,  this 
sovereign  and  independent  State,  having  the 
same  right  to  be  represented  on  that  floor  as 
Sooth  (Suwlipa  or  Tennessee,  has  been  for  a  long 
time  kept  knocking  at  the  doors  of  Congress,  and 
still  they  were  shut  agunst  them.  He  would, 
h&ving  said  this  much,  say  nothing  farther  on 
tbis  part  of  the  subject. 

At  the  lost  session,  and  for  some  sessions 
previous  to  that,  a  very  serious  controversy  had 
arisen  between  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan.  What,  he  asked,  did  Con- 
gress do,  in  its  great  desire  to  see  tranquillity 
and  harmony  restored  between  them  f  It  pass- 
ed the  act  of  1886.  And  yet  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Ewino)  now  wanted  to  see  no  snch 
provision  as  that  oontidned  in  the  act  of  1886, 
and  which  he  (Mr.  Gbttitot)  believed  to  have 
been  placed  tl)ere  by  the  committee  in  the 
proper  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  which  he 
thought  commendable  in  them. 

[Mr.  Ewmo  explained.  I  contended  for  the 
third  section.  I  thonght  it  of  no  importance 
then,  nor  do  I  now.] 

Mr.  Gbukdt  resnmed.  He  was  speaking  of 
the  Senator's  exertions  in  regard  to  another  bill, 
or  other  bills,  which  were  introduced  to  fix  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio ;  and 
before  that  was  accomplished  Senators  insisted 
that  Michigan  could  not  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  Well,  what  was  the  objection  now  to 
her  admission  f  Kone  that  he  could  see.  But 
when  the  Senate  came  to  pass  this  act  of  ad- 
misuon,  they  put  in  this  section : 

"  That,  08  a  compliance  with  the  Amdamental  con- 
dition of  adniission  contained  in  the  last  preceding 
section  of  this  act,  the  bonndaries  of  the  said  State 
of  Michigan,  as  in  that  section  described  declared, 
and  eatabUahed,  shall  receive  the  assent  of  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  elected  by  the  people  of  sud 
State,  for  the  sole  porpoee  of  giving  the  assent 
her^  required,"  ka. 

Now,  that  was  the  provision  to  which  this 
preamble  has  a  reference.  Did  that  section 
say  that  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Michigan 
should  call  a  convention  to  decide  on  the  sub- 
ject f  Not  a  word  did  it  contain  to  that  effect. 
Did  the  constitution  of  Michigan  authorize  the 
calling  of  a  convention  on  the  part  of  the  Leg- 
islatare!  Not  a  word  did  the  constitution 
oonttdn  on  the  subject  ?  But  the  Legislature 
did  call  a  convention,  and  they  refused  to  assent 
to  the  conditions  oontidned  In  the  act  of  Con- 


Now,  to  judge  that  Congress  did  not  intend 
patting  a  legal  oonstmction  on  the  section,  that 
llie  intervention  of  the  Legislature  should  be 
necessary,  let  him  suppose  that  the  Legislature 
should  refuse  to  act,  and  consequently  call  no 
convention,  and  the  people  of  Micl^^an  bad 
risen  ap  uim  voce,  and  given  their  assent  to  the 
meeting  in  convention,  would  gentlemen  have 
said  "  the  convention  most  be  cidled  by  the  Leg- 


I  islatnre  f "  Now,  this  waa  the  consent  of  the 
people  of  Michigan — of  the  popnlation  entitled 
to  vote,  residing  there.  Ana  snail  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  State  have  the  power  to  refuse  or 
p;rant  that  which  the  people  nwy  demand  on  so 
important  a  subject  as  this  t  It  seemed  to  him 
it  ought  not  to  be  reqaired;  and,  therefore, 
the  conclusion  he  drew  from  the  question  was, 
that  the  people  have  a  right  to  convoke  their 
assemblies,  tne  delegates  from  which  have  a 
right  to  meet  in  convention,  and  there,  if  they 
deem  proper,  ratify  1i)e  conditions  prescribed 
by  Congress.  If  he  were  right  in  that  oonda- 
sioD,  then  the  preamble  was  correct ;  and  if 
wrong,  it  ought  to  he  struck  oat.  He  felt  no 
concern  in  regard  to  this  branch  of  the  subject 
at  all.  He  was  tree  to  admit  that,  without  the 
preamble,  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  the  bill 
But  for  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1886,  let 
him  tell  the  Senate,  Michigan  would  have  been 
represented  here,  and  in  the  other  House,  long 
ago.  Well,  now  the  people  have  been  esllea 
upon  in  their  primary  capacity,  and  have  givoi 
their  assent  to  the  condinons  of  Congress,  why 
should  the  Senate  caase  farther  delay  in  ad- 
mitting h  er  ?  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
had  said  it  would  not  take  long  to  have  another 
convention.  He  (Mr.  O.)  admitted  it;  but 
every  moment  did  her  injury.  Senators  were, 
by  delay,  violating  a  greater  principle  than  that 
of  which  the  genSeman  had  spoken.  It  was  s 
greater  infraction  of  principle  than  any  known 
to  free  government. 

He  admitted,  with  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  that  the  testimony  establishing  the 
fact  of  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Michigan  was 
of  great  importance,  and  in  this  case  not  ac- 
cording to  the  strict  rules  of  legality ;  yet  the 
testimony  was  of  such  a  character  that  legis- 
latures would  not  refuse  to  act  upon  it,  al- 
though courts  of  jostice  would  reject  it,  because 
not  duly  accredited  by  the  oaths  of  witnesses. 
But  did  not  Senators  do  daily  many  acts  upon 
testimony  not  on  oath,  but  for  whidi  the  state- 
ments of  men  of  high  standing,  honor,  and  hon- 
esty, guaranteed  their  truth? 

What,  he  asked,  was  the  amount  of  the  tes- 
timony produced?  Why,  that  between  five 
and  six  thousand  votes  were  given  at  the  election 
of  members  for  the  convention  in  September  last, 
and  that  from  eight  to  nine  thousand  were  given 
for  the  delegates  who  formed  the  convention  in 
December.  What  was  the  object,  in  calling  upon 
the  people  of  Michigan?  It  was  to  know  whether 
they  were  willing  to  come  into  the  Union  on 
the  terms  prescribed  by  the  act  of  the  Sd  of 
March,  1886.  They  have  answered,  and  given 
their  assent.  In  one  county  there  was  given  at 
the  first  election  for  the  delegates  who  were 
elected,  180  votes  of  a  m^orily.  These  dele- 
gates constituted  the  minority  in  the  first  con- 
vention ;  and  by  their  votes  the  assent  of  Mich- 
igan was  refused.'  At  the  first  election,  about 
1,700  votes  were  cast,  including  both  parties. 
At  the  last  election,  1,900  votes  were  pven  hi 
&vor  of  the  assenting  part^  alone.    The  whole 
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tlung  was  ehanged,  ood  most  hare  been  cLaog- 
ed  by  th«  ravtrintion  of  opinion. 

Witbont  going  farther  into  tlie  snbject,  he 
wanted  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina  to  in- 
form ib»  Senate  bow  he  would  do  justice  to  the 
pe<^^  <^  Michigan ;  and,  farther,  now  the  pas- 
sage of  tbe  bill  was  to  be  obtained  in  any  form. 
"Woold  he  send  the  people  back  again  to  a  con- 
TMttion  t  The  delay  was  imneoessary,  and  ob- 
Jectjona  voold  be  made  of  a  similar  character. 
Why  ahoold  the  Senator  not  vote  for  the  bill, 
tbe  preamble  being  stmok  out.  What  difficulty 
iras  there  in  it  ?  For  his  (Mr.  G.'s)  part,  he 
could  not  see  any.  He  contended  that  there 
was  nothing  of  a  political  character  in  this 
matter,  ^ther  on  one  side  or  the  other ;  there- 
£»«,  it  was  fiurly  on  principle  that  a  difference 
of  opimon  ooold  be  said  to  exist  In  answer  to 
the  inquiry  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
"  Caa  Coi^ress  call  a  convention  in  a  State  ? " 
be  answered,  "  No  I  "  nor  did  it  in  this  instance ; 
notlier  does  the  preamble  or  bill  give  such  a 
power,  nor  imply  it.  He  would  conclude  his 
Temorks  by  merely  declaring  that,  whether  the 
preamble  should  be  stricken  from  the  bill  or 
not,  he  would  vote  for  it. 


Ttbsdat,  January  8. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  declsoring  the  admisdon  into  the  Union  of 

Th*  State  qf  Michigan. 

The  qnestaoa  pending  was  on  a  motion  made 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Mobbis  to  strike  out  the  pre- 
amUe  of  the  bill.  This  motion  Mr.  M.  now 
varied,  by  moving  an  amendment  to  the  pre- 
amble, (recapitulating  the  proceedings  in  Mich- 
igan under  the  act  <m  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress for  the  admission  of  the  State,)  which 
modification  he  was  desirous  of  trying  before 
the  question  should  be  taken  on  striMng  out 
the  preamble. 

Mr.  Ewnre,  of  Ohio,  said :  To  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate  I  have  no  other  objection 
than  that  which  I  stated  at  the  last  session, 
viz :  that  I  feel  rductant  to  admit  a  new  State 
into  the  Union,  unless  she  come  in  regularly, 
in  accordance  with  a  law  of  Congress  previous- 
ly enacted. 

But  I  waived  this  objection  in  the  cose  of 
Arkansas,  because  a  precedent  had  been  set  by 
the  admission  of  Michigan  at  the  last  session. 
Still,  however,  I  think  it  wrong ;  the  practice 
is  loose,  irregular,  and  calculated  to  lead  to  bad 
consequences.  And  I  think  it  proper  to  say 
that  in  the  present  question,  in  any  of  its  forms, 
the  State  of  Ohio  has  no  interest  whatever ; 
none  in  the  preamble,  none  in  the  bill  itself, 
save  that  interest  whidi  she  shares  in  common 
with  all  the  other  members  of  the  confederacy ; 
and,  in  voting  on  this  question,  I  shall  vote  pre- 
dsely  as  if  Ohio  were  the  most  distant  State  in 
the  Union  from  Michigan,  instead  of  being  sep- 
arated from  it  only  by  a  boundary  line,  which 
fiae  was  once  diq>ated. 


On  this  subject  my  colleague  and  myself  en- 
tirely concur.  Indeed,  wo  have  from  the  first 
differed  but  little  in  our  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
troversy lately  pending  between  our  State  and 
Michigan ;  but  we  here  concur  entirely  as  to 
the  effect  of  this  preamble  upon  her,  and  we 
may  fairly  assume  that  we  speak  the  opinion 
and  feelings  of  the  State  on  that  point.  We 
hold  this  preamble  untrue  in  fact,  and  of  most 
dangerous  tendency.  Our  State,  for  whose 
benefit  gentieroen  profess  to  have  inserted  it, 
has  no  interest  in  the  thing.  She  does  not  ask 
for  it ;  and  if  she  had  an  interest,  no  matter  how 
deep  and  vital,  she  would  not  consent  that  that 
interest  should  be  subserved  by  stating,  in  a 
solemn  act  of  legislation,  that  which  is  untrue. 

Permit  me  to  reiterate  that  there  exists  at 
this  moment  no  controversy  whatever  between 
Ohio  and  Michigan,  nor  does  there  exist,  at 
least  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  Ohio,  the 
slightest  feeling  of  enmity  toward  their  neigh- 
boring feUow-cltizens.  There  is  no  such  feeling 
there ;  and  I  well  know  there  is  none  here. 
The  controversy  which  once  agitated  and  excit- 
ed them  is  now  settled.  Congress,  by  its  act, 
has  assented  to  the  boundary  claimed  by  Ohio 
in  1808,  before  Michigan  was  erected  into  a 
Territory ;  and  unless  the  act  of  1805  is  irrevo- 
cable, there  can  never  a^n  be  any  controversy 
between  Ohio  and  Michigan  on  the  question  of 
boundary.  If  it  is  pronounced  irrevocable,  then 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  modify  or 
touch  it,  and  the  boundary  therein  specified  will 
be  declared  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  the 
true  boundary.  But  if  that  act  is  not  irrevoca- 
ble, we  are  so  affected  by  it  that  it  never  can 
be  revived  against  Ohio. 

But  I  said  the  preamble  to  this  biU  asserts 
what  is  not  a  fact.  I  shall  endeavor  to  make 
that  position  good.    What  is  its  language  I 

"  Whereas,  in  pursmoice  of  the  act  of  Ckmgreas  of 
June  the  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
entitled  '  An  act  to  establish  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and.  to  provide  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon 
the  conditions  therein  expressed,'  a  convention  of 
delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of  the  said  State  of 
Michigan,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  their  assent 
to  the  boundaries  of  the  said  State  of  Hicliigan,  ia 
described,  declared,  and  established,  in  and  by  the 
said  act,  did,  on  the  fifteenth  of  December,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  assent  to  the  provisions  of 
said  act :  therefore  " — 

Kow,  I  take  it'  that,  in  the  hisertion  of  this 
preamble,  the  Judiciary  Committee  meant  to 
declare  that  the  convention  referred  to  was  a 
legal  convention ;  that  it  was  such  a  convention 
as  is  contemplated  in  the  act  of  Congress  for 
the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union ;  that 
it  was  a  convention  according  to  law.  This  is 
the  fact  asserted  in  the  preamble,  and  this  I 
controvert. 

The  evidence  is  well  condensed  in  the  recital 
whidi  my  colleague  offered  as  an  amendment 
to  tiie  preamble,  and  we  have  it  more  at  large 
from  the  President,  in  his  official  commnnica- 
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tion  now  on  onr  tables.  From  this  it  appears 
that  a  conyention,  called  by  an  act  of  the  Leg- 
islatore  of  Michigan,  did  assemble,  and,  after 
deliberation,  did  refuse  to  enter  the  Union 
under  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
and  that  their  dissent  was  forwarded  to  the 
Executive.  Now,  it  is  said  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Bpohanas,) 
this  convention  was  not  held  according  to  the 
act  of  Congress ;  that  Congress  directed  the 
people  to  meet ;  and  that  no  reference  was  had 
in  the  act  to  the  interposition  of  the  Legislatore 
of  Michigan ;  but  that  a  subsequent  convention, 
which,  it  is  said,  afterwards  assembled,  alone 
satisfied  the  law.  The  question,  then,  is  be- 
tween the  two  conventions.  If  the  first  was 
legal,  the  last  was  not  If  the  first  was  not  le- 
gal, then  we  may  inquire  into  the  legality  of 
the  second.  Now,  let  me  pot  one  question  to 
that  honorable  Senator;  I  ask  him  whether, 
bad  the  first  convention,  instead  of  rejecting, 
accepted  the  conditions  contained  in  the  act  of 
Congress,  would  he,  in  that  case,  have  held 
that  assent  illegtd  ?  Wonld  he  then  have  said 
that  it  was  a  convention  not  held  according  to 
the  act  of  Congress  f  I  would  almost  venture 
to  say  that  he  would  not ;  I  rather  think  the 
convention  would  have  passed  pretty  well.  But 
if  so,  what  has  altered  the  matter?  If  that 
was  a  proper  mode  of  calling  a  convention  which 
assented,  why  was  it  not  a  proper  mode  of  call- 
ing a  convention  which  refused  its  assent! 
Bat  after  the  convention  assembled  by  tbe  Leg- 
islatare  of  the  State  of  Michigan  (for  onr  act 
did  recogni2e  her  as  a  State,  though  I  think 
very  improperly)  had  dissented,  no  attempt 
whatever  was  made  by  the  constituted  author- 
ities of  the  State  to  bring  together  another ; 
none  whatever.  Bat  an  assemblage  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  meetings  which  are  familiarly  denominat- 
ed canonses,  was  held  in  some  of  the  counties, 
and  mntaally  agreed  to  call  a  new  convention. 
Committees  get  together,  and,  ^ter  consulta- 
tion, publish  a  time  and  place  at  which  it  is  to 
assemble.  The  whole  matter  was  utterly  un- 
authorized, save  by  party  organization,  and  was 
the  efiTect  of  such  organization.  Will  any  man 
dispute  it?  Will  any  man  pretend  that  this 
latter  convention  vas  the  effect  of  a  simulta- 
neous and  spontaneous  impulse  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  Michigan  ?  Is  there  any,  the  least  proof 
of  such  being  the  fact  ?  The  convention  orig- 
inated in  county  colls;  and. all  the  counties 
but  two  joined  in  the  plan,  and  held  elections 
for  delegates.  What  evidence  is  there  of  any 
regularity  in  these  elections  ? 

Let  us  look  at  the  papers.  We  have,  to  be 
sure,  the  act  of  t"lie  convention  itself,  giving  the 
assent  of  the  State  to  the  act  of  admisuion,  and 
which  was  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  And  we  have  the  certificate  of 
General  Williams,  said  to  have  been  the  presid- 
ing officer  of  the  convention,  and  the  names  of 
the  delegates.  But  there  is  not  any  official  act 
or  signature  of  any  officer  known  to  the  laws 
either  of  Michigan  or  of  the  United  States ;  not 


the  slightest  proof  of  their  election  or  qualifi- 
cation. That  paper,  containing  the  assent  of 
Michigan  in  a  matter  so  important,  is  not  at  all 
authenticated.  Where  do  you  find  the  law  ac- 
cording to  which  it  was  conducted  ?  There  is 
none.  It  rests  on  nothing.  There  was  a  meet- 
ing of  certun  individuals  held  at  a  place  called, 
I  believe,  Ann  Arbor ;  and  we  have  certain  res- 
olutions of  theirs,  which  are  to  avtul  against 
the  doings  of  a  convention  held  in  pursuance 
of  a  law  of  the  State,  and  all  whose  acts  are 
lUIy  and  legally  authenticated.  I  cannot  re- 
cognize such  a  paper.  I  must  do  violence  to  my 
own  judgment,  should  I  receive  it  Even  the 
cluurman  of  the  Judiciary  Coiomittee  could  not 
do  it  He  called  upon  tJie  Senators  elect  (and 
whose  admission  here  is  to  follow  the  passage 
of  the  bill)  to  say  that  every  thing  at  this  s^ 
styled  convention  was  well  and  aaly  condact- 
ed ;  and  they  do  say  so,  and  give  the  private 
letters  of  oertcun  individuals  to  that  efiiect 
And  tiiey  give,  farther — and  that  I  naderstaud 
to  be  tiie  evidence  principally  relied  on— an 
article  from  a  Detroit  newspaper,  stating  that 
such  on  election  was  had,  sucn  convention  held, 
3,000  more  votes  were  given  for  the  delegates 
to  this  last  convention  than  for.  those  who  con- 
stituted the  first  convention.  This,  sir,  is  the 
evidence  to  support  an  organic  law  of  a  new 
State  about  to  enter  the  Union  I  Yes,  of  an 
organic  law,  the  very  highest  act  a  community 
of  men  can  perform.  Letters,  referring  to  other 
letters  I  and  a  scrap  of  a  newspaper  1 

I  am  not  satisfied  that  the  Government  of 
my  country,  or  of  any  portion  of  it,  shwild 
stand  on  such  a  foundation.  I  am  not  willLog 
that  an  organic  law  of  a  sovereign  State  should 
be  thus  made  and  thus  authenticated. 

But  supposing  that  all  the  counties  of  Michi- 
gan did  agree  to  the  proposal,  and  did  send 
delegates  to  this  last  convention,  and  we  had 
the  returns  of  the  elections ;  yet  who,  I  a^ 
presided  at  tiie  polls !  Who  determined  what 
votes  should  be  received  ?  How  many  votes 
was  each  man  who  favored  the  olject  permitted 
to  give?  Who  voted?  Was  it  the  qualified 
electors,  or  was  it  all  the  men,  women,  and 
children,  of  Michigan  and  its  vicinity  ? 

Mr.  BucHANAK  said :  Mr.  President,  judging 
from  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  fh>in  Sout£ 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Oaihottn,)  this  would  seem  to 
be  a  question  big  with  the  fate  of  the  constita- 
tion  and  the  country.  According  to  him,  the 
adoption  of  the  preamble  to  the  bill  admitting 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  as  it  was  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  would  entail 
upon  us  evils  as  numerous  and  as  deadly  as 
those  contained  in  Pandora's  box,  whilst  hope 
would  not  even  remain.  After  depicting  m 
melancholy  colors  the  cruel  destiny  of  our 
country,  should  this  precedent  be  established, 
he  concludes  by  saying,  that  in  such  an  event 
this  Gtovernment  would  become  "one  of  the 
most  odious  and  despotic  Governments  that  ever 
existed  on  the  taix  of  the  earth." 

I  presame  it  is  attributable  to  my  colder  temr 
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perament  that  I  fed  none  of  these  terrors.  In 
my  opinion,  thej  spring  altogether  from  the 
Senator's  ardent  imagination  and  creative  ge- 
nius. Bxaoe  I  eame  into  pnblio  life,  I  have 
known  the  coontry  to  be  mined  at  least  twenty 
times,  in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen ;  yet  it  would 
seem  that  the  more  we  are  thns  mined,  the  more 
we  flontisb.  Experience  has  tanght  me  to  pay 
little  attention  to  these  dolefnl  predictions. 

The  best  answer  which  can  be  given  to  the 
Senator  is  to  oome  at  once  to  the  question.  To 
state  it  in  its  plun  and  simple  character  will  at 
once  dissipate  every  fear.  Its  decision  will  be 
attended  with  but  little  difficulty,  because  it 
involves  no  new  principles ;  and  as  to  its  im- 
I>ortanc8  as  a  precedent  we  shall  probably 
never  hear  of  it  again,  alter  the  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union. 

What,  then,  is  tiie  qnestiiHi !  On  this  subject 
onr  memoriea  would  seem  to  be  strangely  in 
&nlt.  We  cannot  recollect  from  one  session  to' 
the  other.  I  wish  to  recall  the  attention  of 
Senators  to  the  fact  It  was  deemed  of  great 
importance  at  the  last  session  to  obtain  the 
eqpsent  of  Michigan  to  the  settlement  of  the 
lioimdary  between  her  and  Ohio.  To  accom- 
plish this  purpose  was  then  of  so  much  conse- 
quence, in  oor  opinion,  that  we  offered  to 
Idichigan  a  large  territory  on  her  northern 
bonn^ary,  as  a  compensation  for  what  she 
dioold  ywld  to  Ohio  on  the  south;  and  we 
made  her  acceptance  of  this  offer  a  condition 
precedent  of  her  admission  into  the  Union. 
We  then  believed,  and  I  still  believe,  that  this 
was  the  only  mode  of  settling  forever  the  dis- 
puted boundary  between  Ohio  and  Michigan, 
whidi  has  already  involved  us  in  so  many  diffi- 
colties,  threatening  bloodshed  and  civil  war  on 
that  tronHer.  This  was  then  deemed  the  only 
mode  of  obtuning  an  absolute  relinquishment 
of  all  claim,  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan, to  the  territory  in  dispute  with  Ohio.  It 
became  my  dnty  at  the  last  session  to  investi- 
gate thia  subject  thoroughly ;  and  I  had  many 
conferenoes  upon  it  with  the  then  chairman  of 
the  Jndiciary  Committee,  (Mr.  Olattoh) — a 
man  of  as  clear  a  head  tind  as  honest  a  heart  as 
ever  adorned  this  chamber.  I  am  happy  to 
state  that,  although  we  concurred  in  ophiion 
that  Midug^  hwi  no  right  to  this  territory 
noder  the  compact  of  1787,  yet  we  also  believed 
that  the  only  mode  of  putting  the  question  at 
rest  forever  was  to  obtain  her  own  solemn 
recognition  of  the  right  of  Ohio.  For  this 
very  purpose,  the  third  section  was  inserted 
in  the  act  of  the  last  session,  declaring  "that, 
as  a  compliance  with  the  fundamental  condition 
of  admisnon  "  into  the  Union,  the  boundaries 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  as  we  then  estab- 
lished them,  "  shall  receive  the  assent  of  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  elected  by  the  people  of 
said  State,  for  me  sole  purpose  of  giving  the 
aoaent  herein  required." 

Shall  we  now,  after  Michigan  has  given  this 
assent  in  the  terms  prescribed,  release  her  from 
this  oblipition  f    Shall  we  now  strike  oat  the 


preamble  by  which  we  recognize  the  validity 
and  binding  effect  of  the  assent  given  by  the 
last  convention  of  delegates,  and  thus  throw 
the  boundary  question  again  open  !  Shall  we 
undo  all  we  have  done  with  so  much  care  at 
the  last  session,  and  admit  Michigan  into  tho 
Union  as  though  we  had  never  required  from 
her  any  assent  to  this  condition  i  1  trust  not. 
And  here  permit  me  to  express  my  astonish- 
ment that  the  Senators  from  Ohio  should  both 
advocate  this  course.  I  have  no  right  to  judge 
for  them,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  they  are  will- 
ing to  abandon  the  only  security  which  we  have 
against  a  repetition  of  the  scenes  which  we 
have  idready  witnessed  on  the  frontiers  of  Ohio 
and  Michigan. 

To  show  that  my  fi^rs  are  not  vain,  let  me 
present  the  state  in  which  this  question  will  be 
placed,  in  case  we  do  not  adopt  the  preamble. 
I  think  I  may  assert,  with  perfect  safety,  that 
there  are  ninety-nine  citizens  of  Michigan  oat 
of  every  hundred  who  firmly  believe  that  the 
ordinance  of  1787  fixes  irrevocably  the  southern 
boundary  of  that  State.  If  this  were  its  cor- 
rect constmction,  it  will  not  be  denied  by  any 
that  no  human  power  can  change  it  without 
the  consent  of  the  people  of  Michigan.  This 
ordinance,  which  is  ooimrmed  by  the  Constitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  to  xise  its  own  lan- 
guage, is  a  compact  between  the  original  States 
and  the  people  and  States  in  the  said  Territory, 
and  must  forever  remain  unalterable,  unless  by 
common  consent.  Hence  the  vast  importance 
of  obtaining  the  consent  of  Michigan  to  the 
proposed  change  in  her  boundary.  The- lan- 
guage of  the  ordinance  under  which  she  claims 
the  disputed  territory  is  as  follows:  "Pro- 
vided, however,  and  it  is  further  understood 
and  declared,  that  the  boundaries  of  these  three 
States  (Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois)  shall  be 
subject  BO  far  to  be  altered  that,  if  Congress 
shall  here^ter  find  it  expedient,  they  shall 
have  authority  to  form  one  or  two  States  in 
that  part  of  sfud  territory  which  lies  north  of 
an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the  south- 
erly bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan."  Mich- 
igan contends  that  Congress  having  deter- 
mined to  form  two  States  north  of  this  line,  the 
ordinance  makes  it  irrevocably  her  southern 
boundary.  Some  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  in  tiie  country,  we  know,  are  of  this  opin- 
ion. Can  any  Senator,  therefore,  believe  for  a 
moment  that,  if  we  now  leave  this  question 
unsettled,  it  will  never  be  tried  by  Michigan  t 
Can  we  believe  that  she  will  acquiesce  in  a 
decision  of  Congress  which  a  vast  mc^ority  of 
her  people  believe  to  have  been  unjust  ?  Re- 
lease her  from  the  assent  which  she  has  given 
to  the  settlement  of  this  question,  and  then  it 
remains  as  open  as  it  ever  was.  The  point, 
then,  to  be  decided  is,  whether  the  ordinance 
does  fix  her  southern  boundary  or  not  Admit- 
ting it  did,  it  is  manifest  that  the  act  of  Con- 
gress repealing  it,  and  giving  the  territory  in 
dispute  to  Ohio,  would  be  a  violation  of  its 
provisions,  and   thus  beoome  a  dead  letter. 
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Yes,  sir,  the  consent  of  Michigan  is  all-import- 
ant to  the  peace  and  qniet  of  the  Union ;  and 
now,  when  we  have  obtained  it,  shall  we  cast 
it  aw  aj  hj  rejecting  thb  preamble  ?  That  is  the 
question  which  I  wall  now  proceed  to  discuss. 

Vlhj,  then,  should  we  reject  this  preamble, 
which  will  forever  terminate  the  dispute  be- 
tween these  two  States!  Because,  says  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,) 
this  convention  of  delegates,  elected  by  the 
people  of  Michigan,  was  not  authorized  by  a 
previous  act  of  their  State  Legislature,  and 
therefore  their  proceedings  are  a  unllity.  It  is 
revolutionary,  it  is  dangerous  in  itself  to  our 
rights  and  liberties,  and  still  more  dangerous 
as  a  precedent  for  future,  cases,  K  this  be 
true,  the  people  of  Mioliigan  are  in  a  most  un- 
fortunate position.  At  the  lost  session  of  Con- 
gress, if  we  had  attempted  to  insert  in  the  bill 
a  provision  to  make  tne  previous  act  of  the 
Le^lature  necessary,  it  would  then  have  been 
opposed  as  a  revolutionary  measure.  It  wonld 
have  been  demonstrated  by  Senators  that  the 
Legislature  of  Michigan  was  an  unauthorized 
assembly,  possessing  no  legitimate  powers ;  that 
it  was  a  body  which  we  had  never  recognized ; 
and,  therefore,  we  could  refer  nothing  to  its 
decision.  In  making  these  assertions,  I  speak 
fh>m  the  record. 

It  appears  fix>m  the  journals  that,  on  the 
86th  of  January  last,  the  Vice  President  com- 
municated to  the  Senate  "  the  memorial  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan,"  on  the  subject  of  their  right 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  On  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Hendricks,  this  memorial  was  referred, 
accompanied  by  a  declaration  "  that  the  Senate 

Xd  the  same  in  no  other  light  than  as  the 
itary  act  of  private  individuals."  Mr. 
Buggies  moved  to  strike  out  this  declaration ; 
and,  on  the  yeas  and  nays,  his  motion  was  re- 
jected by  a  vote  of  80  to  12.  Thus  the  Senate 
then  solemnly  determined  that  the  Legislature 
of  Michigan  was  a  mere  assembly  of  private 
individuals ;  and  yet  now  we  are  told  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calbottn,) 
that,  because  this  very  Legislature  did  not  pass  an 
act  to  authorize  the  holding  of  the  conventipn, 
all  its  proceedings  are  void  and  revolutionary. 
How  wiU  he  reconcile  this  inconsistency? 
Truly,  the  people  of  Michigan  are  in  a  deplor- 
able condition.  They  cannot  avoid  the  whirl- 
pool of  Scylla  without  being  engulfed  in  Cha- 
rybdis.  At  the  last  session,  their  Legislature 
was  a  mere  lawless  assembly ;  but  now  they 
are  so  omnipotent  that  the  sovereign  people  of 
the  State  cannot  elect  delegates  to  a  convention 
without  their  previous  auuiority.  Let  as  pro- 
ceed one  step  further  with  our  evidence  from 
the  record.  The  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  when  first  reported 
by  the  committee,  provided  that  the  assent  to 
the  boundaries  of  the  State,  required  by  the 
third  section,  should  be  given  by  their  Senators 
and  Representative  in  Congress,  and  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State.    I  speak  from  memory, 


but  I  feel  confident  I  am  correct.  It  would 
have  been  a  vain  attempt  to  support  this  pro- 
vision in  the  face  of  the  vote  of  the  Senate  to 
which  I  have  referred.  What,  sir,  refer  to  a 
body  whom  we  had  solemnly  declared  was 
composed  merely  of  private  individnals  the 
question  of  assent  to  a  condition  for  the  purpose 
of  binding  the  sovereign  people  of  Michigan  I 
This  womd  have  been  as  absurd  as  it  was 
inconsistent.  We  should  then  have  been  told 
that  there  was  no  mode  of  escaping  this  diffi- 
culty but  by  at  once  dispensing  with  every  in- 
termediate agency,  and  referring  the  question 
directly  to  the  original  source  of  power,  the 
people  of  Michigan  in  their  primary  capacity. 
This  was  done,  and  that,  too,  by  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Senate.  On  the  1st  of  April  last, 
Mr.  Wright  moved  to  strike  out  the  provision 
to  which  I  have  referred,  and  to  insert  in  its 
stead  that  the  assent  required  should  be  given  by 
""  a  convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the  people 
of  the  eaii.  State  for  uie  sole  pn^se  of  ^ving 
the  assent  herein  required."  Every  Senator 
then  in  his  place  voted  for  this  amendment,  and 
by  his  vote  oedded  that  it  was  proper  to  submit 
the  question  to  delegates  elected  by  the  people 
in  their  primary  capacity.  It  was  thus  unani- 
mously incorporated  into  the  law. 

How  does  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calbouh)  now  attempt  to  evade  the  force 
of  this  argument  t  He  cannot  contend  that  the 
act  of  Congress  refers  to  any  action  of  the  State 
Legislature  as  being  necessary  to  the  call  of  tliis 
convention.  If  he  did,  the  act  itself  would 
stare  him  full  in  the  face. 

[Mr.  Calhoun  here  explained.  He  stud  he 
would  not  here  argue  the  question  whether 
Congress  meant  to  make  a  previous  act  of  the 
State  Legislature  necessary ;  but  if  it  did  not, 
the  act  of  Congress  would  itself  be  unconstitu- 
tional, because  we  had  recognized  l^chigan  as 
a  State,  and  Congress  have  no  right  to  call  a 
convention  in  a  State.] 

Mr.  BuoBAiTAN  resumed.  I  did  not  mis- 
understand the  Senator.  He  contended  that 
the  act  of  Congress  calling  such  a  conventioa 
was  unconstitutional;  wd  to  establish  his  prop- 
osition he  sud  that  Congress,  under  the  federal 
constitution,  could  only  coll  a  convention  upoa 
the  ^>plioation  of  the  Legislatures  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  several  States. 

Does  the  Senator  mean  seriously  to  contend 
that  the  mere  proposition  made  by  Congress  to 
the  people  of  Michigan,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  their  assent  to  a  change  of  boundary, 
is  a  convention  called  under  tne  authority  ox 
Congress  within  a  State  ?  Such  an  argument 
womd  be  a  perversion  of  terms.  If  you  make 
propositions  to  any  foreign  power,  and  suggest 
that  their  willingness  to  accept  them  may  be 
ascertained  by  a  convention  of  delegates  elected 
by  the  people,  how  can  this  be  construed  into 
a  convention  called  by  your  own  sovereign 
autliority  ?  No,  sir ;  tiiis  was  a  mere  offer^  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  to  make  a  bargain  with  the  people  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DBBATES  OF  CONGRESa 


81 


lAjatAXT,  1837.] 


AdmiaioiK^  MichigoH. 


[a 


IGchigan.  It  preAipposes  a  perfect  eqnality,  in 
ttiis  respect,  Mtveen  the  parties.  Tbey  had 
Uie  same  right  to  refuse  that  we  had  to  offer. 
They  may  voluntarily  consent  to  your  terms, 
M  tliey  have  done  in  this  case,  and  then  it 
becomes  a  contract  which  cannot  afterwards  be 
violated ;  but  if  they  had  dissented,  the  nego- 
tiation woold  have  been  at  an  end.  This  is 
trbat  the  Senator  denominates  a  convention 
called  by  Congress  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Ifiohi;^  Surely  no  further  argnment 
on  this  point  of  the  case  can  be  necessary. 

CTongress  might  have  proposed  to  Michigan 
that  the  question  should  be  decided  at  the 
polls,  by  a  vote  of  the  people.  It  was  better, 
however,  to  submit  it  to  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates, because  they  could  deliberate.  This  was 
emphatically  to  be  the  act  of  the  people  in 
their  sovereign  capacity.  It  was  a  question 
whether  they  should  be  received  as  a  member 
into  oar  great  family  of  nations  upon  the  terms 
which  we  had  proposed.  It  was  to,  be  the 
establishment  of  new  political  relations  of  the 
most  important  character,  affecting  them  and 
tl^ir  children  for  many  generations.  It  was  a 
question  over  which,  under  their  own  constitu- 
tioo,  their  servants,  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
latare,  had  no  control.  To  what  other  tribunal 
oonld  we  so  properly  have  referred  this  ques- 
tion, as  to  ttutt  of  a  convention  of  delegates 
elected  by  the  people  ? 

There  can,  then,  be  no  objection  to  the  act 
of  Congress,  unless  it  be  that  the  people  are 
not  competent,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  to 
give  the  assent  required,  without  the  interven- 
tion of  the  Legislature.  But  this  would  be  to 
condemn  the  conduct  of  oar  ancestors.  It 
would  be  at  war  with  the  most  glorious  events 
of  our  own  history.  Besides,  the  very  conduct 
of  the  people  of  Michigan,  upon  this  occasion, 
(Usprovea  the  position.  There  was  no  tumul- 
tnons  and  lawless  rising  up  of  the  people 
against  a  settled  form  of  government,  as  one 
might  suppose,  judging  from  the  arguments 
upon  this  floor. 

They  conducted  the  election  with  r^ularity 
and  order,  according  to  the  established  laws 
and  usages  of  the  State. 

Hear  what  General  Williams,  the  president  of 
the  convention,  says  upon  the  subject,  in  his 
commnnication  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States :  "  The  convention,"  says  he,  "  originated 
throngli  primary  meetings  of  the  citizens  of 
the  several  counties,  in  ample  time  to  afford 
notice  to  the  whole  State.  Pursuant  thereto, 
the  elections,  kept  open  for  two  days,  on  the 
6th  and  6th  instant,  (December,)  have  been 
held  in  all  the  counties  except  Monroe  and 
ICaoomb.  These  elections  were  fair  and  open, 
and  conducted  in  all  respects  as  our  other 
elections,  and  the  returns  made  to  the  county 
boards,  and  canvassed  oa  prescribed  by  the 
laws  of  the  late  Territory  of  Michigan  in  simi- 
lar cases.  The  result  has  been  a  decided  ex- 
preeson  of  the  voice  of  a  majority  of  the 
I>eople,approbatory  of  the  resolution  enclosed." 
VouXnL— 6 


Is  there  any  doabt  of  this  "  decided  expres- 
sion of  the  voice  of  the  minority  of  the  peo- 
ple !  "  Can  any  Senator  upon  uiis  floor  ques- 
tion itf  Has  there  been  a  single  memorial, 
or  even  a  single  private  letter  pr(^nced,  caJling 
it  in  question  t  Nay,  more :  has  a  single  voice 
been  raised  in  Michigan  against  entering  the 
Union  on  the  terms  proposed !  Not  one,  to  oup 
knowledge. 

If  it  were  necessary  to  place  the  claims  of 
Michigan  upon  other  grounds,  it  might  be  done 
with  great  force.  Suppose  we  were  to  admit 
that  their  proceedings  had  been  irregular,  ought 
that  to  exclude  her  from  the  Union !  On  uiis 
subject  we  ought  to  act  like  statesmen  acquaint- 
ed with  the  history  of  our  own  country.  We 
ought  not  to  apply  the  rigid  rules  of  abstract 

folitical  science  too  rigorously  to  such  oases, 
t  has  been  our  practice  heretofore  to  treat  our 
infant  Territories  with  paternal  care,  to  nurse 
them  with  kindness,  and,  when  they  had  attain- 
ed the  age  of  manhood,  to  admit  them  into  the 
family  without  requiring  from  them  a  rigid  ad- 
herence to  forms.  The  great  questions  to  be 
decided  are,  do  they  contain  a  sufficient  popu- 
lation f  have  they  adopted  a  republican  consti- 
tution ?  •  and  are  they  willing  to  enter  the  Union 
upon  the  terms  which  we  propose  ?  If  so,  all 
the  preliminary  proceedings  have  been  consid- 
ered but  mere  forms,  which  we  have  waived 
in  repeated  instances.  They  are  but  the  scaf- 
folding of  the  building,  which  is  of  no  further 
use  after  the  edifice  is  complete.  We  have 
pursued  this  course  in  regard  to  Tennessee,  to 
Arkansas,  and  even  to  Michigan.  No  Senator 
will  pretend  that  their  Territorial  Legislatures 
had  any  right  whatever  to  pass  laws  enabling 
the  people  to  elect  delegates  to  a  convention 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  State  constitntion. 
It  was  an  act  of  usurpation  on  their  part.  And 
yet  we  have  in  all  these  instances  waived  this 
objection,  and  approved  the  constitution  thus 
formed.  We  have  admitted  Tennessee  and 
Arkansas  into  theUnion,  notwithstanding  this 
objection ;  and  I  trust  we  shall  pursue  a  similar 
course  towards  Michigan,  especially  as  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  her  people  have  as- 
sented to  our  terms  of  admission. 

The  case  of  Missouri  was  a  very  strong  one. 
Congress  agreed  to  admit  her  into  the  Union 
upon  the  condition  that  her  Legislature  should 
substantially  change  a  provision  in  her  consti- 
tution touching  a  very  delicate  subject.  Under 
her  constitution  the  Legislature  had  no  power 
to  make  this  change ;  nor  could  it  have  been 
effected  without  a  long  and  troublesome  process^ 
But  Congress  cut  the  gordian  knot  at  once,  and 
agreed  to  accept  the  engagement  of  the  Legis- 
lature as  the  voice  of  the  people.  We  have 
never  had  any  occasion  to  regret  this  disregard 
of  forms. 

I  now  come,  Mr.  President,  to  speak  upon 
subjects  concerning  which  I  should  gladly  be 
silent.  The  internal  concerns  of  the  States 
should  never  be  introduced  upon  this  floor  when 
it  can  be  avoided ;  but  the  Senators  from  Soutb 
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Oaroliiu  (Mr.  OAi.HOTm)  and  Ohio  (Mr.  Hobbib) 
have  thought  differently,  and  have  rendered  it 
neoessar;'  for  me  to  make  some  observations  in 
reply. 

First,  then,  I  woxQd  aak,  what  possible  con- 
nection can  be  imagined  between  the  conduct 
of  the  Senatorial  electors  of  Maryland,  who 
reftised  to  execute  a  trust  for  which  they  were 
elected,  and  that  of  the  people  of  Michigan, 
who  chose  delegates  to  a  convention  upon  the 
express  invitation  of  an  act  of  Congress? 
The  Maryland  electors  refused  to  perform  their 
dnty  under  the  £tate  constitution;  but  the 
people  of  Michigan  did  give  their  assent  to  the 
oondition  which  we  had  prescribed  to  them, 
and  upon  which  alone  they  could  enter  the 
Union.  There  is  as  great  a  difference  between 
tiie  two  cases  as  "  between  a  hawk  and  a  hand- 
saw." Standing  here  as  a  Senator,  I  have  no 
right  to  pronounce  judgment  upon  the  conduct 
of  these  electors.  They  are  responsible  to  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  not  to  me. 

The  other  Maryland  question,  to  which  the 
Senator  adverted,  is  one  of  a  very  different 
character.  It  involves  the  decision  of  the  im- 
portant principle  whether,  under  a  settled  form 
of  constitutional  government,  the  people  have 
a  light  to  change  that  form  in  any  other  man- 
ner than  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  constitu- 
tion. If  I  were  to  admit  that  they  did  not 
possess  this  power,  still  the  Senator  is  as  much 
of  a  revolutionist  a.s  myself.  He  admits  that 
if  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  had  passed  a  law 
authorizing  this  convention,  and  fixing  the  time 
and  place  of  its  meeting,  then  its  proceedings 
would  have  been  regular  and  valid.  But  who 
gave  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  this  authority  i 
la  it  contained  in  the  constitution  of  the  State? 
That  is  not  pretended.  Whence,  then,  shall  we 
derive  it?  How  does  the  Senator  escape  from 
this  difficulty?  Upon  his  own  principles,  it 
would  have  been  a  legislative  nsnrpation ;  and 
yet,  he  says,  if  the  Legislature  had  acted  first, 
the  convention  would  have  been  held  nnder 
competent  authority. 

Now,  for  my  own  part,  I  should  not  have 
objected  to  their  action.  It  might  have  been 
convenient,  it  might  have  been  proper,  for  them 
to  have  recommended  a  particular  day  for  hold- 
ing the  election  of  delegates  and  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  convention.  But  it  is  manifest  that, 
as  a  source  of  power  to  the  convention,  legis- 
lative action  would  have  been  absurd.  The 
constitution  of  Michigan  fixes  the  boundaries 
•of  the  State.  For  tliis  purpose,  it  refers  to  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  11th  of  January,  1805, 
establishing  the  Territory.  How  could  these 
boundaries  be  changed  ?  If  in  no  other  manner 
than  that  prescribed  in  the  constitution  of 
Michigan,  it  would  have  been  a  tedious  and 
troublesome  process,  and  would  have  delayed, 
for  at  least  two  years,  the  admission  of  the 
State  into  the  Union.  First,  such  au  amend- 
ment must  have  been  sanctioned  by  a  majority 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 
Then  it  must  have  been  published  for  three 


months.    Afterwards  it  must  have  received  die 
approbation  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of  s 
Legislature  subsequently  elected.    And,  after 
all  these  prerequisites,  it  must  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  a  vote  of  the  people,  for  their  ratifi- 
cation.   It  was  to  avoid  these  very  difficulties 
that  the  Senate,  at  their  last  session,  adopted, 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  the  measure  which  the 
Senator  now  calls  revolutionary,  referred  the 
decision  of  the  question  directly  to  the  sove^ 
eign  people  of  Michigan  in  their  primary  capac- 
ity.   Then  was  the  appropriate  moment  for 
the  Senator  to  have  objected  to  this  coarse; 
that  was  the  occasion  on  which  to  convince  m 
that  this  was  an  unconstitutional  and  lawless 
proceeding.    He  suffered  the  precious  moment 
to  escape,  and  it  is  now  too  late  to  tell  the 
people  of  Michigan  that  they  shall  be  punished 
by  an  exclusion  from  the  Union,  because  they 
thought  proper  to  take  us  at  our  word.    That 
would  have  been  the  time  to  have  inserted  an 
amendment  in  the  bill  requiring  a  prerions  act 
of  the  Legislature,  prescribing  the  mode  of 
electing  the  delegates.  But  the  Senator  was  then 
silent  upon  this  subject.    There  had  then  been 
no  proceedings  in  Maryland,  such  as  he  now 
calls  revolutionary.    A  word  upon  that  subject. 
We  are  told  in  that  sacred   and  venerated 
instrument  which  first  proclaimed  the  rights  of 
man  to  the  world,  that  "  all  experience  hath 
shown  that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to  suffer 
while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  them- 
selves by  abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they 
are  accustomed."    But  suppose  the  case  of  a 
State  whose  constitution,  originally  good,  had, 
from  the  lapse  of  time,  and  from  the  chanf^ 
in  the  population  of  different  portions  of  its 
territory,  become  unequal  and  unjust    Suppose 
this  inequality  and  injustice  to  have  gone  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  vital  principle  of  repre- 
sentative republics  was  destroyed,  and  that  the 
vote  of  a  citizen  in  one  county  of  the  State  was 
equivalent  to  that  of  six  citizens  in  another 
county.    Suppose  that  an  equal  disproportion 
existed  between  taxation  and  representation, 
and  that,  under  the  organic  forms  of  the  con- 
stitution, a  minority  could  forever  control  the 
majority.    Why,  sir,  even  under  such  circum- 
stances, I  should  bear  with  patience  whilst  hope 
remtuned.    I  would  solicit,  I  would  urge  the 
minority,  I  would  appeal  to  their  sense  of  jns- 
tice,  to  call  a  convention,  under  the  forrasof 
the  constitution,  for  the  purpose  of  redressing 
the  grievances ;  but  if,  at  last,  I  found  they  had 
determined  to  turn  s  deaf  ear  to  all  my  entrea- 
ties, I  should  then  invoke  the  peaceable  aid  of 
the   people,  in  their   sovereign  capacity,  to 
remedy  these  evils.    They  are  the  source  of 
all  power ;  they  are  the  rightful  authors  of  all 
constitutions.     They  are  not  forever  to  be 
shackled  by  their  own  servants,  and  compelled 
to  submit  to  evils  such  as  I  have  described,  hy 
the  reftisal  of  their  own  Legislature  to  pass  a 
law  for  holding  a  convention.    Whoever  denies 
this  position,  condemns  the  principles  of  the 
declarati<m  of  independence  and  of  the  Ameri< 
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can  Revolntion.  There  is  not  one  of  the  old 
thirteen  States  whose  Government  was  not 
called  into  existence  npon  these  very  princi- 
ples. It  is  now  too  late  in  the  day,  in  oar 
bvored  land,  to  contend  that  the  people  cannot 
duinge  their  forms  of  government  at  pleasure. 
The  riorious  experiment  which  we  are  trying 
in  thu  country  would  prove  a  total  failure,  if 
we  shonld  now  decide  that  the  people,  in  no 
ritnation,  and  under  no  circumstances,  can  hold 
a  convention  without  the  previous  consent  of 
their  own  Legislature,  It  is  not  my  province 
to  say  whether  the  proper  time  for  this  peaceful 
action  of  the  sovereign  people,  in  their  primary 
capacity,  has  yet  arrived,  or  will  ever  arrive, 
in  Maryland.  That  question  may  safely  he  left 
to  them ;  bat  I  feel  no  terrors,  my  fancy  oon- 
inres  np  no  spectres  firom  sach  doctrines  as  I 
hare  aaranoeOi 

Mr.  Bkitos  said:  Nominally,  and  upon  re- 
cord, this  is  a  Ifich^an  question — a  question  to 
admit  the  State  of  lOchigan  into  the  Union;  in 
&ct  and  in  sabstance,  it  is  now  converted  into 
a  Pennsylvania  and  a  Maryland  qaestion,  to 
arrest  or  paralyze  the  proceedings  against  the 
United  States  Bank  charter  in  the  former,  and 
to  arrest  or  paralyze  the  proceedings  in  favor 
of  a  convention  in  the  latter.  This  is  the  form 
given  to  it  yesterday  by  the  movement  of  the 
Senators  from  South  Carolina  and  Ohio,  (Mr. 
CiiMOXrs  and  Mr.  Morris  ;)  so  that  little  Michi- 
gan, whidi  had  seemed  to  be  the  subject  of  dis- 
cossion  before  the  Senate,  was  suddenly  fonnd 
to  be  nothing  but  the  t^  to  the  kite,  dangling 
in  the  air  below,  while  all  eyes  were  fixed  upon 
the  imposing  apparition  of  the  two  Atlantic 
States,  riMng  and  no vering  above.  In  this  way, 
the  young  Michigan  was  suddenly  eclipsed  and 
kst  ^^t  of;  and  the  lawless  and  revolutionary 
movement,  as  it  was  styled,  in  Pennsylvania, 
against  the  sanctity  of  a  certain  charter,  and 
me  lawless  and  revolutionary  movement,  as  it 
was  stiginatized,  in  Maryland,  in  fhvor  of  a 
convention  of  the  people,  became  the  engross- 
ing theme  of  denunciation  and  vituperation. 
Greatly  did  Mr.  B.  rejoice  that  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  BnonANAN)  had  fol- 
bwed  no  part  of  this  nnh^py  example ;  that 
he  had  carefdlly  eschewed  all  animadversion ; 
tiiat  he  had  positively  refused  to  take  any  part, 
or  to  have  any  share,  in  discussing  State  meas- 
nres  here;  and  had  confined  himself  to  the 
daties  of  defence  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
novel  and  aggtwsive  course  pursued  by  others. 
Tliat  Senator's  nrst  care  was  to  defend  a  gentle- 
man of  his  own  State,  Mr.  Dallas,  who  had 
been  aasailed  here  by  name ;  and  in  that  he  had 
so  acted  as  to  effect  what  he  (Mr.  B.)  bad 
thought  to  be  impossible :  he  had  increased  his 
higji  character  for  private  worth,  and  had  added 
to  the  exalted  opinion  entertained  of  the  good- 
DMB  of  bis  heart;  for  this  generous  defence 
was  Y<danteered  in  favor  of  one  with  whom  it 
WIS  not  his  fortune  to  be  on  terms  of  intimacy. 
He  showed  the  injustice  done  to  that  gentleman 
by  stbiboting  to  his  letter  meanings  which  did 


not  belong  to  it,  and  drawing  inferences  as 
foreign  to  his  character  as  they  were  to  his 
writing.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  read  that  letter,  bat 
not  since  it  had  been  the  subject  of  animadver- 
don ;  and  it  might  be  that  uis  knowledge  of 
the  amiable  character,  purity  of  heart  and  par- 
pose,  and  modesty  of  deporbnent  of  the  wnter. 
Lad  prevented  him  tcom  so  scanning  his  words 
as  to  be  able  to  find  the  deep  mischief  which 
they  concealed ;  for  certainly  he  bad  not  seen 
the  anarchical  spirit  attributed  to  it.  In  many 
things  be  agreed  with  him,  especially  in  thi^ 
which  related  to  vested  rights ;  in  some  things 
he  did  not ;  but  where  he  did  not  agree,  it  was 
still  the  disagreement  which  left  unimpeaohed 
the  high  cliaracter  for  public  and  private  worth 
which  Mr.  Dallas  brought  with  him,  as  a  Sena- 
tor fh>m  Pennsylvania,  to  this  chamber,  and 
carried  back  with  him  from  this  chamber  to 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  B.,  with  as  mnch  relnotance  as  he  had 
felt  in  adverting  to  Pennsylvania  affidrs,  mast 
now  advert  to  the  Maryland  branch  of  this 
question.  It  seems  that  there  is  a  movement 
in  Maryland  to  organize  a  convention,  by  the 
inherent  and  unalienable  rights  of  the  peojdeL 
and,  without  a  legidative  act,  to  alter  and 
change  the  oonstitation  of  the  State.  The 
convention  held  in  Michigan  is  one  of  this 
kind,  and,  therefore,  the  recognition  of  an  act 
done  by  that  convention  is  resisted  on  this  floor, 
by  the  friends  of  the  anti-convention  party  in 
Maryland,  for  fear  it  may  operate  in  favor  of 
the  convention  party  in  that  State.  This  is 
the  way  that  Maryland  politics  are  lugged  into 
this  debate,  and  made  part  of  this  discussion. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  had  often  seen  gentlemen  argue 
one  question  with  an  eye  to  another,  bu^  usu- 
ally, with  the  delicacy  of  not  lugging  in,  by 
name,  this  other  question,  which  had  no  place 
upon  the  record.  But  this  delicacy  has  not 
been  observed  upon  this  occasion.  Mioliigan 
alone  is  in  the  record  before  us ;  yet  Pennsyl- 
vania has  been  dragged  in  by  name ;  Maryland 
has  been  dragged  m  by  name ;  and  not  only 
dragged  in,  but  made  the  principal  subject  of 
debate,  and  the  most  furious  denunciations 
levelled  at  a  portion  of  their  citizens.  The 
advocates  for  the  Maryland  convention  are,  not 
incidentally  uid  by  way  of  innuendo,  lashed  and 
scourged  here  while  lashing  and  scourging  the 
Michigan  convention,  but  they  are  singled  oat, 
seized  upon,  and  dragged  forcibly  and  violently 
into  this  chamber;  and  then  denounced  in  such 
style  that,  no  doubt,  the  qnestion  of  the  Mary- 
land convention  is  considered  as  completely 
crushed  by  the  force  which  assails  it  here. 
Be  it  so,  said  Mr.  B.,  if  the  people  of  sovereign 
States  are  willing  to  have  their  affiurs  governed 
by  denunciation  here.  It  will  certainly  be  a 
one-sided  game  on  this  floor,  for  it  was  mani- 
fest that  there  was  one  party  at  least  here  who 
would  not  attack  the  impending  measures  of 
any  State,  nor  attack  the  conduct  or  motives 
of  the  citizens  of  any  State,  in  acting  as  they 
pleased  on  what  concerned  themselves;  there 
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was  one  party,  at  least,  here,  who  would  limit 
themselves  to  the  Just  defence  of  the  absent 
and  the  assuled.  The  Maryland  convention 
party,  then,  is  arrtugned  and  condemned  here 
for  proposing  to  do  what  Michigan  has  done, 
and  the  act  of  Michigan  mnst  be  stamped  with 
reprobation  by  Congress,  lest  it  become  a  pre- 
cedent, sanctioned  by  the  approbation  of  Con- 
gress, for  the  justification  of  the  convention 
party  in  Maryland.  This  is  the  state  of  the 
Question  before  us ;  and  Mr.  B.  would  imme- 
diately proceed  to  vindicate,  not  by  an  argument 
of  his  own,  but  by  example,  authority,  and 
precedent,  drawn  from  our  early  history,  and 
trom.  the  writings  of  the  founders  of  the  republic, 
and  others  which  claimed  respect,  the  act  which 
Michigan  has  done,  and  whion  a  party  in  Mary- 
land proposes  to  do.  Mr.  6.  then  read  and 
commented  briefly  upon  several  passages  from 
the  writings  of  Mr.  Madison,  Judge  Wilson,  of 
Pennsylvania,  General  Hamilton,  and  Judge 
Story,  in  his  Commentaries  on  the  Constitution. 
Mr.  Madison,  speaking  of  the  alleged  defect  of 
powers  in  the  convention  of  1787,  which  formed 
'  the  federal  constitution,  says : 

"  They  (the  members  of  the  convention)  must  have 
leAeeted  uut,  in  all  great  changes  of  established 
Government,  form  sought  to  give  way  to  substance ; 
that  a  rigid  adherence,  in  sud^  cases  to  the  former, 
would  render  nominal  and  nugatory  the  transcendent 
and  precious  right  of  the  people  to  '  abolish  or  alter 
this  Qovemment,  as  to  them  sliall  seem  most  likely 
to  effect  their  safety  and  h^piness,'  since  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  people  spontaneously  and  universally 
to  move  in  concert  towards  their  object,  and  it  is 
therefore  essential  tliat  sach  dianges  be  instituted 
by  some  informal  and  unauthorized  propositions, 
made  by  some  patriotic  and  respectable  dtizen,  or 
number  of  citixens.  They  most  have  reoolleoted 
that  it  was  by  this  irr^uhr  and  assumed  privilege 
of  proposing  to  the  people  plans  for  their  safety  and 
happiness,  uat  the  States  were  first  united  against 
the  danger  with  which  they  were  threatened  by  their 
ancient  Government,  that  committees  and  Congresses 
were  formed  for  concentrating  their  efforts,  and 
defending  their  rights,  and  that  conventions  were 
elected  fai  the  several  States  for  establisUng  the 
constitutions  under  which  they  are  now  governed. 
Kor  could  it  have  been  forgotten  that  no  littie  ill- 
timed  scruples,  no  zeal  for  adhering  to  ordinary 
forms,  were  anywhere  seen,  except  in  those  who 
wished  to  indulge,  under  these  masks,  their  secret 
enmi^  to  the  substance  contended  for." — FederaiiiL 
iVo.  40. 

Here,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  authority  of  the 
people,  in  their  original  sovereign  capacity,  to 
abolish,  alter,  and  change,  their  form  of  govern- 
ment, is  fully  and  expressly  set  forth.  The 
want  of  legidative  authority  to  guide  or  direct 
them  is  d£rectly  waived;  and  some  patriotic 
and  respectable  citizen  or  citizens  are  looked 
to,  to  conunence  the  informal  and  unauthorized 
propositions  which  are  to  lead  to  a  convention, 
and  to  end  in  the  adoption  of  fondament^ 
changes. 

Such  citizens  ore  not  considered  by  Mr.  Madi- 
son as  anarchists,  disorganizera,  disturbers  of 


the  peace,  despoilers  of  property,  &c.,  but  a> 
pnbho  benefactors,  prompted  by  patriotism  to 
take  the  lead  in  a  work  of  public  good  and 
necessity.  Mr.  B.  particolarly  noted,  and  read 
twice  over,  the  concluding  sentence  of  this 
extract  from  Mr.  Madison.  He  said  that  Mr. 
M.  was  one  of  the  most  corefnl  men  in  abstain- 
ing from  personalities  and  the  imputation  of 
motives ;  but  here  was  a  keen  cut,  and  a  home 
throst,  at  the  old  tories  of  the  Kevolution — 
King  George  the  Third's  men,  the  conservatives 
of  fifty  years  ago,  who  were  indulging  theif 
secret  enmity  to  the  real  rights  of  the  people, 
under  the  mask  of  zeal  for  adhering  to  forms, 
and  conscieotions  scruples  ag^nst  acting  with- 
out authority. 

[Mr.  Benton  then  read  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
States  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  federal  con- 
stitution, that  State  constitutions,  vdthout  anthority 
of  law,  were  of  common  occurrence.] 

Mr.  B.  having  shown,  from  the  Opinions  of 
the  most  eminent  men,  and  from  examples  of 
the  highest  character,  that  conventions  were 
independent  of  State  legislation,  demanded  how 
it  was  that  State  Legislatures  assumed  to  have 
power  to  grant  or  withhold  them  ?  He  wished 
to  see  their  grant  for  the  exercise  of  this  au- 
thority? He  wished  to  see  how  it  was  that 
they  who  were  servants,  and  dressed  up  in  a 
little  brief  authority,  undertook  to  govern  wid 
direct  the  people  in  the  exercise  of  on  inherent 
and  unalienable  right  f  They  could  not  get  this 
authority  from  the  people,  for  it  assumed  a  su- 
premacy over  the  people.  There  was  but  one 
way  to  deduce  their  title,  and  that  was  through 
divine  right !  and  by  the  grace  of  God !  Any 
thing  short  of  this  acknowledges  the  sovereign^ 
of  the  people,  and  puts  an  end^to  the  preten- 
sion ;  so  that  a  Legislature  which  should  noV 
assume  to  authorize  the  people  to  bold  a  con- 
vention, if  put  to  a  derivation  of  their  own  an- 
thority, would  have  to  adopt  the  style  of  those 
kings  of  Europe  who  hold  that  God  has  put 
the  people  into  their  care,  and  endowed  them 
with  all  authority  for  their  protection  and  pres- 
ervation. A  legislative  advice,  counsel,  or 
recommendation  to  the  people  to  hold  a  con- 
vention, and  an  appropriation  of  money  to  de- 
fray its  expenses,  is  certainly  a  convenience, 
but  it  is  not  a  prerequisite ;  and  conventions  to 
change  the  form  of  Government  may  be  held 
by  the  people  when  they  please ;  tiJdng  care 
to  submit  their  work  to  a  diAct  vote  of  th« 
people  themselves,  or  to  a  new  oonvention 
elected  for  the  express  purpose  of  app>oval  or 
rejection,  as  was  aone  in  the  case  oi  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ;  and  thus  making 
sure  of  Uie  approbation  of  a  m_i\}ority  of  the 
people  before  the  new  constitution  is  pat  in 
force. 

Mr.  B.  had  now  finished  his  view  of  this 
question,  and  would  make  a  brief  application 
of  the  whole  to  the  case  of  Michigan.  The  peo- 
ple there  had  held  a  convention,  by  their  own 
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pover,  to  accept  a  frmdaniental  condition  of 
their  admission  into  the  Union.  They  hare 
accepted  the  condition;  and  the  objection  is, 
that  the  conventioli  was  a  lawless  and  revoln- 
tionary  mob,  and  that  law  ought  to  be  made  to 
sappreas  and  punish  such  assemblages  in  fnture. 
Mr.  B.  would  hold  a  proposition  for  such  a  law 
to  be  the  quintessence  not  of  European,  but  of 
Aaatio  despotism ;  and  sure  he  was,  it  would 
receive  no  countenance  by  the  vote  of  this 
chamber.  In  saying  this,  he  spoke  upon  a  re- 
collection of  the  past,  as  well  as  upon  a  view 
of  the  present.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress 
an  this  denunciation  of  lawless  and  revdntion- 
ary  mobs  had  been  lavished  upon  the  conven- 
tion both  of  Arltansaa  and  Michigan,  because, 
being  Territories,  they  had  held  conventions, 
and  framed  constitutions,  without  the  author- 
ity of  Congress.  Our  answers  to  these  denun- 
dsticnia  irere  the  same  that  we  give  now, 
namely:  1.  That  they  had  a  right  to  do  so 
withoat  onr  authority,  and  all  that  we  could  re- 
quire -waA,  that  they  should  send  us  their  consti- 
Waona,  that  we  mi^t  see  they  were  republican ; 
and,  2.  That  these  Territories  had  several  times 
t{>plied  to  Congress  for  an  act  to  regulate  the 
holding  of  their  conventions,  which  were  always 
lefiised  by  the  political  party  which  then  held 
^etsnpremacy  in  this  cuamber;  and  that  to 
tthsfb  them  an  act  to  regulate  the  holding  of  a 
convention,  when  they  asked  for  it,  and  then 
to  denounce  them  for  holding  a  convention 
withont  law,  was  mireasonable  and  contradic- 
tory, and  subjected  ourselves  to  the  reproach 
boUi  of  ii\jnstice  and  inconsistency.  These 
were  oar  answers  then;  and  we  added,  tiiat 
those  who  denonnced  the  Arkansas  and  Michi- 
gan conventions  for  lawless  and  revolutionary 
mobs,  would  find  themselves  unsupported  by 
the  vote  of  the  Senate ;  which  turned  out  to  be 
the  fact,  for  the  negative  vote  was  exceedingly 
BmaQ ;  and  Mr.  B.  would  add,  that  the  result 
would  be  the  same  now ;  and  that,  after  all  this 
denunciation  of  the  convention  in  Michigan, 
8ie  convention  party  in  Maryland,  and  the  dis- 
organinng  party  in  Pennsylvania,  the  vote 
wonld  be  about  as  it  was  at  the  last  session, 
exceedingly  small,  and  entirely  too  inconsider- 
able to  give  any  countenance  to  their  denuncia- 
tions. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  expressing  the  hope  that 
the  Senate  would  not  adjourn  until  it  nni^ed 
this  question.  It  was  due  to  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  that  we  shonld  stop  a  debate  in  which 
their  concerns  were  improperly  introduced ;  and 
it  was  dae  to  Michigan  herseu  that  she  shonld 
be  relieved  from  this  attendance  at  our  doors. 
She  has  been  debarred  of  her  rights  for  years ; 
she  is  a  State,  if  not  a  State  of  the  confederacy ; 
she  has  a  right  to  be  admitted ;  and  the  admis- 
sion of  a  State  is  a  question  of  that  dignity  to 
be  entitled,  not  only  to  a  speedy  decision,  but 
to  a  preference  over  all  other  questions  until  it 
was  decided.  He  repeated,  wnat  he  had  said 
some  days  before,  that  he  nad  come  with  his 
doak  to  camp  aa  this  floor  until  the  vote  was 


taken ;  and,  that  being  his  idea  of  what  all 
ought  to  do,  he  wonld  not  consume  time  by 
speaking. 


yftxfstSDLi,  January  4. 
Adtmmon  qf  Michigan. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  conrid- 
eration  of  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Michigan 
into  the  Union ;  the  question  being  on  tiie  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  MoEBis  to  amend  the  bill. 

Mr.  Batijbd  eeii:  In  my  opinion,  sir,  the 
present  bill  involves  a  monstrous  political  her- 
esy, and  gives  its  sanction  by  implication  to  a 
doctrine  which  wonld  subvert  all  regular  gov- 
ernment. It  is  true,  sir,  that  upon  its  face  there 
is  nothing  exceptionable,  but  you  cannot  strip 
it  of  its  contemporaneous  (acts,  you  cannot  blot 
from  the  page  of  history  its  concomitant  cirr 
cumstances.  The  Message  of  the  President  and 
other  documents  are  now  matters  of  record. 
What,  then,  sir,  is  the  case  before  us?  Not  a 
single  insulated  act,  bnt  a  matter  which,  in  the 
web  of  human  affairs,  involves  conseqnences 
which  cannot  be  trammelled  up.  The  effect, 
sir,  of  to-day  becomes  the  cause  of  to-raorrow, 
and  it  behooves  ns  to  look  warily  to  the  princi- 
ples which  we  establish.  The  case  is  simply 
this :  the  people  of  a  part  of  Ifiohigan  Terri- 
tory, withoat  waiting  for  a  previous  act  of  Con- 
gress assigning  the  boundaries  of  their  State, 
and  authorizing  the  formation  of  a  constitution 
and  State  Government,  undertook,  on  the  11th 
May,  1886,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Gov- 
ernment, and  applied  for  admission  into  the  Union 
at  the  last  session.  Congress  passed  an  act  on  the 
16th  June,  1886,  accepting,  ratifying,  and  con- 
firming, the  constitution  and  State  Government, 
but  provided,  as  a  condition  prec^ent  to  her  ad- 
mission, that  the  assent  of  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates, chosen  by  the  people,  shonld  be  given  to 
the  bonndarias  prescribed  in  the  act.  I  say,  sir, 
the  people  of  a  part  of  Michigan  Territory  un- 
dertook to  do  this,  because,  at  that  time,  Mich- 
igan Territory  embraced  not  only  the  peninsula 
of  Michigan,  but  the  whole  of  the  present  Ter- 
ritory of  "Wisconsin,  and  contained  within  its 
limits  ITTjOOO  square  miles,  or  nearly  three 
times  the  area  of  the  great  State  of  Virginia. 
The  peninsula  of  Michigan,  which  had  pre- 
viously formed  a  part  of  Indiana  Territoryj  was 
separated  fh>m  that  Territory  and  established 
as  an  independent  one  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  11th  Januaryj  1805.  Subsequently  to 
this  period,  Indiana  in  the  mean  time  having 
been  formed  into  a  State,  an  act  of  Congress 
was  passed,  (on  the  18th  April,  1818,)  author- 
izing the  formation  of  a  constitution  and  State 
Government  for  Illinois,  and  the  7th  section  of 
that  act  added  to  the  peninsula  of  Michigan  the 
rest  of  the  North-western  Territory,  comprising 
the  present  Wisconan  Territory,  which  it  de- 
clare shonld  be  attached  to,  and  made  part  oi^ 
Michigan  Territory,  subject,  however,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  Congress  according  to  the  right 
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reserved  in  the  6th  article  of  the  ordinance  of 

jtdy  18,  irsr. 

When  the  immense  territory  on  the  north  of 
the  Ohio  River,  formerly  called  die  North-west- 
ern Territory,  was  ceded  to  the  United  States 
hy  Virginia,  the  6th  article  of  the  ordinance  of 
the  18th  July,  1787,  which  was  declared  to  be 
a  compact  between  the  original  States  and  the 
people  and  States  of  the  said  Territory,  provided 
that  it  shonld  be  divided  into  not  less  than  three 
nor  more  than  five  States,  and  proceeded  to 
parcel  it  ont  into  three  States,  whose  bounda- 
ries it  fixed,  with  the  express  provision,  how- 
ever, that  those  boundaries  might  be  altered, 
and  that  Congress  should  have  the  authority  to 
form  one  or  two  States  in  that  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory which  lies  north  of  an  east  and  west  line 
drawn  through  the  southerly  bend  or  extreme 
of  Lake  Michigan.    At  first,  this  whole  region 
of  country  paseied  under  one  name,  that  of  "  the 
Territory  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,"  and 
was  subject  to  a  single  Territorial  Qovemment. 
In  the  year  1800,  by  the  act  of  Oongreas  of  the 
7Ui  May,  it  was  divided  into  two  parts,  for  the 
purpose  of  temporary  government,  by  a  line 
iMginning  at  the  Ohio,  and  opposite  the  mouth 
of  the  Kentucky  River,  and  running  thence  to 
Port  Recovery,  and  thence  north  until  it  inter- 
sected the  territorial  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada.    That  nortion  of  it  which 
lay  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  division  line  re- 
tained the  name  of  the  Territory  north-west  of 
the  river  Ohio,  and  that  on  the  western  side  of 
the  line  was  called  Indiana  Territory.    The  pen- 
insula of  Michigan  was  Uius  divided  between 
these  two  Territorial  Governments.  When,  sub- 
sequently, in  the  year  1802,  the  State  of  Ohio 
was,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  80th  April, 
in  that  year,  authorized  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  Government,  and  the  boundaries  of 
that  State  were  established,  the  balance  of  the 
Territory  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  that  is 
to  sapr,  the  other  portion  of  the  peninsula  of 
Michnptn,  was  attached  to  Indiana  Territory. 
By  act  of  Congress  of  the  11th  January,  1806, 
this  Territory  of  Indiana  was  again  divided,  and 
the  peninsula  of  Michigan  established  as  a  sep- 
arate Territory.     From  the  year  1805,  then, 
until  the  year  1818,  the  Territorial  Government 
of  Miohijpan  extended  only  over  the  peninsula 
of  that  name.    When,  however,  in  the  latter 
year,  by  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  April,  Illi- 
nois was  authorized  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  Government,  and  the  boundaries  of  that 
State  were  established  as  they  had  been  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,  by  the  act  of  April  19, 1816, 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  old  North-western 
Territory  was  added  to  the  peninsula  of  Midi- 
igan,  and  the  whole  subjected  to  one  Territorial 
Government.   This  immense  region  of  country, 
covering  an  area  of  177,000  square  miles,  was 
robjeot,  however,  by  the  express  prevision  of 
the  ordmance  of  the  18th  July,  1787,  to  be 
formed  by  the  authority  of  Congress  into  one 
or  two  States.   Such,  nr,  was  the  state  of  things 
vhea  the  inhabitants  of  the  peninsula  of  Midu- 


gan,  disregarding  this  authority  of  Oongreaa, 
undertook  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Gov- 
ernment for  themselves.    The  preamble  to  their 
constitution  is  in  these  words :  "  We,  the  peo- 
ple of  Uie  Territory  of  Michigan,  as  ^ftabli»ied 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  11th  of  January, 
1806,  do  agree,"  &c. ;  which  description  em- 
braced only  the  inhabitants  of  the  peninsula  of 
Michigan,  which  had,  as  has  been  stated,  in  tlie 
first  instance,  been  made  a  separate  Territoiy 
by  that  act  of  Congress.    In  domg  so,  thete 
people  professed  to  act  in  conformity  with  the 
ordinance  of  July,  1787,  and  to  derive  tiieir 
authority  from  that  ordinance ;  which,  as  has 
been  seen,  expressly  reserves  to  Congress  the 
right  to  form  one  or  two  States  in  the  Territory 
as  it  then  existed.    As  both  Congress  and  the 
inhabitants  of  that  peidnsula  could  not  have  the 
same  right,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  act  of 
those  people  was  unwarranted  by  any  provision 
of  law,  and  a  mere  nullitv.    This  was  the  view 
taken  of  the  subject  at  the  time  of  their  appli- 
cation to  Congress  at  the  last  session,  and  henoe, 
sir.  the  resolution  of  the  26th  of  January.  1886, 
referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  FeDnsylvania, 
(Mr.  BuonAiiAir,)  "  that  the  Senate  regard  the 
memorial  purporting  to  be  from  the  State  of 
Michigan  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  voluntary 
act  of  private  individuals."    But,  sir,  consent 
takes  away  error,  and  Congress  thought  prdbw, 
at  a  subsequent  period,  by  the  act  of  the  ISm 
June,  1886,  to  accept,  ratify,  and  confirm,  the 
constitution  and  State  Government  which  had 
been  formed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  penin- 
sula, with  this  proviso,  however,  that  the  limits 
of  the  State  should  embrace  not  merely  the  pen- 
insula, but  likewise  a  region  of  country  lying 
on  the  north-west  of  Lake  Michigan ;  thus  adding 
to  the  proposed  new  State  both  territory  and 
population,  and  requiring,  as  a  condition  prece- 
dent to  her  admission  into  the  Union,  that  the 
assent  of  a  convention  of  delegates  chosen  by 
the  people  should  be  given  to  the  bounduies 
prescribed  in  the  act.    The  simple  question, 
then,  would  seem  to  be  whether  tnis  condition 
has  been  complied  with.    Congress,  not  doubt- 
ing but  that  such  assent  would  be  oheerfiilly 
and  promptly  given,  further  provided  that,  as 
soon  as  such  assent  shonld  be  given,  the  Presi- 
dent should  announce  the  fact  by  proclamation, 
and  "  that,  thereupon,  and  without  any  farther 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  Congr^  the  admis- 
sion of  the  said  State  into  Uie  Union,  as  one  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States  in  all  respects 
whatever,  shall  be  considered  complete,  and 
the  Senators  and   Representative  who  have 
been  elected  by  the  said  State,  as  its  represent- 
atives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  entitled  to  take  their  seats  in  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  respectively,  without 
further  delay." 

Itisthusseen,sir,  thatnpt  only  the  factof  assent 
is  provided  for,  but  also  the  evidence  by  which 
that  fact  is  to  be  established.  It  is  clear  that 
the  President  is  made  the  Judge  of  that  fact,  and 
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tbat  he  mij^t  have  bound  the  United  States  at 
least  by  his  proclBmatian.  We  could  not  have 
controTerted  the  fiaot,  and  the  Senators  from 
Michigan  might  have  taken  their  seats  on  tliis 
floor.  But,  sir,  although  the  President  might 
hare  assomed  this  respcHisibility,  he  has,  at 
least,  in  this  instance,  wisely  abstained  from 
trampling  on  the  law  and  constitntion.  I  can- 
not see  bow  it  was  possible  for  him,  onder  the 
drcumstanoes  of  this  case,  to  have  declared  that 
a  oonvQiiticm  of  delegates,  chosen  by  the  people 
of  Michigan,  had  given  its  assent  to  the  boun- 
daries prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress.  What- 
ever may  have  been  lus  motive  for  this  course, 
no  proclamation  has  been  issued,  but  the  whole 
matter  is  referred  to  (Dongress  by  his  Menage 
<^  the  27th  of  December,  1836.  By  that  Mes- 
sage and  the  accompanying  documents  it  ap- 
pears that  a  convention  of  delegates  assembled 
on  the  86th  of  September,  1886,  at  Ann  Arbor, 
in  conformity  with  anact  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  passed  ou  the  25th  of 
July,  1886,  and  rescdveid  "  tbat  this  convention 
eaimot  pv«  their  assent  to  the  proposition  oon- 
tsined  in  said  ^iroviso ;  but  the  same  is  hereby 
Ttgected."  By  the  same  Messsge  and  docu- 
ments, it  ftartber  i^pears  that  another  conven- 
ti(m  of  delegates  assembled  on  the  14th  of  De- 
cember, 1880,  at  Ann  Arbor,  without  any  pre- 
Tioos  law  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  but  which  originated  from  the  reso- 
Intiona  and  proceedings  of  primary  meetings  of 
the  citizens  in  the  several  counties,  whidi  as- 
sumed to  be  a  convention  of  delegates  chosen 
by  the  people  in  compliance  with  the  act  of 
Congrea,  and  this  convention  gave  its  assent  to 
the  condition.  As  the  case  stands,  the  simple 
qnestion  is,  whether  the  condition  has  been 
complied  with ;  or,  in  other  words,  has  a  con- 
vention of  delegiates,  chosen  by  the  people,  given 
its  assent  ?  The  act  which  we  have  now  under 
conaderatiim,  in  its  preamble,  declares  that  such 
assent  has  been  given  in  compliance  with  the 
law. 

It  most  be  recollected  that,  at  the  time  of 
forming  this  constitution,  the  Territory  of  ItUch- 
igaa  was  composed,  as  I  have  stated,  of  the 
whole  of  the  remaining  portion  of  the  North- 
western Territory,  embracing  the  present  state 
of  Midugan  and  the  Wisconnn  Territory,  and 
covering  an  area  of  177,000  square  miles ;  that 
the  peninsula  of  Mlchi^n  had  been  sutHected 
to  a  separate  Territorial  Glovemment  by  the  act 
of  the  11th  January,  1806,  and  had  sotsontinued 
np  to  the  year  1818,  when,  on  the  creation  of 
the  State  ^  Illinois,  the  balance  of  the  North- 
western Territory  had  been  rnoorp<H'ated  with 
it.  The  pe<^le  of  the  peninsula  of  Michigan 
wishing  to  form  themselves  into  a  State,  instead 
of  describing  themselves  as  inhabitants  of  the 
peninsula,  in  terms  adopted  an  equivalent  form 
of  expression,  namely :  "  We,  the  people  of  the 
Toritory  of  Michigan,  as  established  by  the  act 
of  the  1 1th  January,  1806,"  which %as  precisely 
thepeninsnla  of  2&chigan. 

This  is  nothing  more  than  adesoiptian  of  the 


people  who  proposed  to  form  themselves  into  a 
free  and  indenendent  State,  as  contradistin- 
guished from  tne  other  inhabitants  of  the  then 
existing  Territory  of  Michigan.  It  is  the  nat- 
ural and  proper  mode  of  describing  a  people  <x 
nation,  namely,  by  tbe  place  or  country  of  their 
residence ;  but  it  does  not  import  any  limitatioa 
of  boundaries,  any  more  than  the  phrase  "  We, 
the  people  of  the  United  States,"  in  the  pream- 
ble to  the  Constituticm  of  the  United  States, 
limits  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States  to 
those  which  existed  at  the  time  of  its  adoption. 
If  it  were  otherwise,  how  came  we  at  this  mo- 
ment to  possess  the  immense  region  on  the 
western  side  of  the  Mlssisnppi,  or  how  came 
we  to  possess  Florida?  It  is  very  nnnsusl  and 
unnecessary  to  settle  boundaries  in  the  consti- 
tution, and  I  question  whether  there  are  more 
than  half  a  dozen  cases  to  be  found  among  the 
different  States  of  this  Union.  In  the  oases  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  IHinois,  it  became  neoessarr 
to  do  so,  because  tbe  act  of  Congress  whim 
authorized  tbe  formation  of  their  respectivo 
constitutions,  required  that  it  should  be  done. 

The  word  State  has  a  double  meaning :  in  the 
one,  it  indicates  the  people  who  compose  the 
community,  in  the  other  the  territory  inhabited 
by  them.  In  forming  a  constitution  it  is  the 
people  who  form  themselves  into  a  sovereign 
State,  and  their  identity  would  ba»  the  same, 
whether  they  continued  to  occupy  the  same 
territory  or  not.  The  reference,  by  wa^  of  de- 
scription, to  the  region  of  country  they  mhabit, 
is  no  more  of  the  essence  of  the  compact  than 
a  description  of  an  individual  in  a  deed,  as  A  B, 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  would  be  of  the 
essence  of  his  contract,  requiring  that  he  should, 
hi  all  time  to  come,  reside  in  the  District  of 
Colombia,  in  order  to  avail  himself  of  its  pro- 
visions. But,  sir,  there  is  another  and  a  con- 
dusive  answer  to  this  objection ;  which  is,  that 
the  inhabitants  not  having  possessed  the  ri^t 
at  aU,  in  the  first  instance,  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  Government,  the  same  is  binding 
and  valid  only  so  far  as  it  was  ratified  by  the 
act  of  Congress  of  Jane  16,  1886 ;  and  that  act 
having  refused  to  confine  tiie  new  State  to  the 
peninsula  of  Michigan,  but  having  required  that 
It  should  embrace  a  region  of  country  on  the 
north-western  side  of  the  lake,  it  follows  that  if 
it  were  true  tbat  the  preamble  established  the 
boundaries  of  the  State,  it  was  in  tbat  particu- 
lar vacated  by  the  act  of  Congress.  For  it  most 
be  recollected  that  the  ordinance  of  17S7  gave 
to  Congress  the  right  to  erect  one  or  two  States 
in  the  then  existing  Territory  of  Michigan, 
which  was  tbe  remaining  portion  of  the  old 
North-western  Territory.  The  result,  sir,  then, 
is  this :  that  to  call  a  convention  to  express  its 
assent  to  the  boundaries  established  by  Ccm- 
gress,  is  not  to  call  a  convention  to  amend  or 
alter  the  constitntion,  since  the  constitution, 
neither  in  point  of  fact,  nor  in  point  of  law,  estab- 
lished any  boundaries ;  and,  consequently,  that 
the  enlargement  or  diioinution  of  its  territory 
became  a  matter  of  ordinary  legislation,  a  power 
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which  is  exercised  every  day  hy  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  respective  States,  in  cessions  made 
by  them  to  the  United  States. 

Bat  if  it  be  trne  that  the  enlargement  or 
diminntion  of  the  territory  is  a  matter  of  ordi- 
nary legislation  where  the  bonndaries  are  not 
fixed  by  the  constitution,  a  fortiori,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of*  ordinary  legislation  to  call  a  convention 
to  enlarge  or  diminish  the  territory,  where  the 
dn^  to  do  BO  is  imposed  by  competent  author- 
ity. The  right  of  a  Legislature  to  call  a  oon- 
yention  at  any  time  must  depend  on  the  consti- 
tation  of  the  State ;  and  the  powers  of  the  con- 
rention,  when  called,  will  depend  on  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  under  which  it  is  assembled ; 
because  the  people,  in  voting  for  such  a  conven- 
tion, cannot  De  understood  to  invest  it  with  any 
other  power  than  that  which  they  have  pre- 
viously agreed  it  should  have  in  the  passage  of 
the  law  to  which  they  have,  through  their  Leg- 
ialature,  given  either  their  express  or  implied 
consent.  The  people  are  the  source  of  all 
power.  When  assembled  in  a  state  of  nature, 
legs  tohitut^  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  their 
power  is  without  any  practical  limitation.  It 
is  the  whole  will  of  the  community,  sustained 
by  its  whole  force.  But,  as  they  cannot  meet 
en  maite  when  spread  over  a  large  country,  re- 
course is  had  to  the  principle  of  representation ; 
and,  when^ie  sovereign  power  is  delegated,  a 
constitution  becomes  necessary  in  order  to  limit 
the  powers  granted.  If  the  whole  legislative 
power  were  delegated,  without  restriction,  then 
the  Legislature,  who  are  the  depositaries  of 
that  power,  would  possess  it  in  as  absolute  a 
degree  as  that  in  which  it  belonged  to  the 
whole  community,  assembled  in  its  sovereign 
capacity ;  that  is,  without  any  practicsJ  lunita- 
tion.  The  constitution  of  a  State  is  not,  there- 
fore, generally  a  mere  grant  of  power  to  a  par- 
ticular body ;  it  does  not  consist  in  an  enumer- 
ation of  certain  powers  which  are  granted,  but 
vesting  at  ojjce  the  whole  legislative  'power  in 
a  particular  body,  it  provides  for  limitations  on 
its  exercise.  Hence  the  necessity  for  bills  of 
rights  and  reservations  in  favor  of  individnal 
liberty  and  security;  hence  the  provisions  in 
relation  to  trial  by  jury,  to  the  power  of  arrest, 
to  the  habeas  corpus,  to  freedom  of  consci^ioe 
in  religious  matters,  and  &eedom  from  unrea- 
sonable seizures  and  searches ;  hence  the  neces- 
i&tj  of  guarding  the  existence  of  the  executive 
and  judicial  powers  by  constitutional  provision, 
which  might  otherwise  be  absorbed  by  the  leg- 
idative  power.  All  this  results  from  the  very 
nature  of  l^slative  power,  which,  whether  it 
remdee  in  the  whole  community  or  is  delegated 
b]r  that  community  to  a  particular  bo^,  is 
without  practical  limitation  other  than  that 
provided  for  in  the  constitution  of  the  society. 
And  herein,  sir,  consists  the  great  and  essential 
^fference  between  the  constitution  of  a  State 
and  the  constitution  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. The  first  has  all  the  powers  that  are 
not  prohibited,  the  latter  has  no  powers  but 
thoae  which  are  granted.    The  principle  is  all- 


important  in  the  construction  of  the  two  instru- 
ments. The  Federal  Qovemment  is  one  of 
enumerated  powers.  There  is  no  general  dele- 
gation of  the  whole  legislative  power  of  the 
oommonity,  restrained  merely  by  exceptions 
and  limitations ;  but  the  delegation  is  of  "  aU 
legislative  powers  therein  granted."  It  is  tme 
that  the  same  language  might  be  used  in  a  State 
constitution,  and,  in  such  case,  would  require 
the  same  construction.  But  when,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  constitution  of  IQchigan,  it  is'  de- 
clared that  "the  legislative  power  shall  be 
vested  in  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives," it  is  the  legislative  power  of  the  whole 
community,  and  has  no  practical  limitation  bnt 
what  is  to  be  found  in  othSr  parts  of  the  con- 
stitution. I  mean,  of  course,  as  a  rule  of  oon- 
stmction  growing  out  of  its  own  provisions. 
There  is,  also,  as  respects  the  States  of  this 
Union,  another  limitation,  namely,  the  Consti- 
tntion  of  the  United  States.  Bnt  the  principle 
is  the  same,  for  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  having  received  the  assent  of  the  same 
people,  may  be  considered  as  incorporated  with, 
and  forming,  for  the  purpose  of  tenstmction,  a 
part  of  the  State  constitution,  in  the  limitations 
it  imposes  on  the  exercise  of  State  sovereignty. 
As  it  appears,  then,  that  the  object  of  calling  a 
convention  in  Michigan  was  not  to  amend  or 
alter  the  constitution,  bnt  to  give  its  assent  to 
what  the  legislative  power  might  itself  have 
assented  to,  namely,  the  enlargement  of  its  ter- 
ritory, it  follows  that  the  power  to  call  such 
a  convention  is  a  mere  act  of  ordinary  legisla- 
tion, and  the  duty  having  been  imposed  by 
Congress  to  do  so,  it  was  the  business  and  right 
of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  to  perform  that 
duty.  It  was  the  duty  and  right  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Michigan  to  call  the  convention,  be- 
cause the  people  of  Michigan,  when  they  formed 
their  constitution,  declared  that  the  Legislature 
alone  should  possess  the  right  of  expressing  and 
binding  the  public  will  in  matters  of  ordinary 
legislation.  Upon  the  Question  whether  a  con- 
vention should  be  callea,  the  time  and  place  of 
its  assembling,  tiie  mode  of  its  election,  the 
qualification  of  its  electors,  no  portion  of  the 
community  had  the  right  to  dictate  to  any  other 
portion ;  nor  could  the  will  of  the  community 
be  ascertained  on  those  pointe  in  any  other 
mode  than  that  agreed  up<Hi  in  the  constitution. 
And  why,  sir  ?  Because  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan had  previously  agreed,  each  man  with  each 
and  every  other,  when  they  adopted  their  con- 
stitution, that  the  Le^slature  should  be  the 
exponents  of  the  pnbho  will  in  such  a  case. 
Tlutt  any  portion  of  the  community,  be  it  great 
or  small,  snonld  call  itself  the  people,  and  affect 
to  express  and  bind  the  public  will,  under  such 
circumstances,  is  a  fraud  upon  the  rights  of 
every  man  in  it,  and  a  gross  and  manifest  infrac- 
tion of  the  social  compact  into  which  he  entered 
when  he  agreed,  witn  others,  to  form  a  sover- 
eign State,  aM  delegate  the  legislative  power  to 
a  particular  body.  I  say,  then,  sir,  without  the 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  when  the  pec^le 
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tttemeelyes,  who  Mimot  act  in  mass,  delegate  to 
iheir  repreeentatirea,  by  their  oonstatntion,  the 
legialatiTe  power  of  the  oommnnitf,  each  and 
evesy  man  of  them  parts  with  the  right  to  ez- 
pnaa  and  bind  the  pnbUe  will  in  aaj  other 
mode  tiian  throoirii  Uieir  Legialstnre,  in  rela- 
tion to  matters  fuUng  within  the  sco^  of  tiiat 
power.  Saoh  is  the  omnpaot,  and  it  is  tiiey 
tbemadres  who  establish  it. 

ICr.  Bbows  said :  The  admission  of  Michigan 
as  a  member  of  the  Union  had  been  resisted 
mainly  by  those  who  oppose  it  on  the  gronnd 
that  she  is,  at  this  time,  a  sovereign  State,  and 
that  the  convention  wliich  assembled  in  Decem- 
bo-  lastt  and  gave  its  assent  to  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
was  not  called  into  being  by  a  law  of  the  Leg- 
idatnre  of  Michigan,  and  is  therefore  to  be  con- 
sidered aa  inti^inlar  and  revolntionary  in  its 
nature,  by  assuming  to  act  withont  such  an- 
tbority.  He  thoaght  it  required  but  a  very 
^^t  examinatiwi  of  the  subject  for  them  to 
acrire  at  the  conclusion  that,  on  all  questions 
<^  l^slation  by  Congress  touching  her  condi- 
tion, she  is  to  be  contemplated  and  regarded  as 
a  Territory  and  not  as  a  State.  "Sot  having 
compUed  with  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress 
passed  at  the  last  session  for  her  admission  into 
tiie  Umon,  die  is  not  a  confederate  State.  K 
she  existsi,  then,  as  a  State  at  all,  it  must  be  in 
tfa«  diaraeter  of  a  foreign  and  independent  sov- 
ereignty. To  maintMn  a  doctrine  so  absurd  as 
this  was,  and  so  utterly  subversive  of  the  au- 
tb<Hi^  of  the  General  Government  over  its  ter- 
ritory, its  advocates  must,  of  necessity,  be  driven 
to  admit  the  right  of  the  people  of  a  Territory 
to  throw  off  the  power  of  the  General  Govem- 
mMit  withont  its  consent,  and  to  establish  an 
independent  Government  at  their  own  will  and 
pleasure.  Whether  a  State  may  rightfully  se- 
cede from  the  Union  or  not,  is  a  question  about 
whidt  the  ablest  statesmen  have  differed ;  but 
diat  a  Territory,  having  in  itself  no  sovereignty, 
m^  ri^btfolly  withdraw  from  the  authority  of 
the  Federal  Government,  (unless  by  that  right 
aoqidred  by  soooessftal  revdntion,)  is  a  proposi- 
tion so  disorganizing  in  its  tendency  as  to  find 
scarcely  a  single  advocate.  It  is  true  that  Mich- 
igan has,  for  some  time  past,  exercised  the  pow- 
ers of  a  State,  pr^aratory  to  her  admission  into 
the  Union,  which  were  simply  permimive,  and 
not  by  virtue  of  any  rights  she  nad  as  a  State, 
independent  of  the  authority  of  the  General 
Government.  She  ia,  then,  for  all  practical 
pmrwees,  to  be  regarded  in  our  legislation  as 
still  remaining  in  her  territorial  condition.  If 
this  opinion  be  correct,  then  tiie  sanctuary  of 
State  rights,  for  which  so  many  apprehensions 
have  b^n  exprrased,  will  not  be  invaded  by 
our  reoc^nizing  the  acts  of  the  late  convention, 
giving  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Michigan  to 
the  terms  proposed  by  the  act  of  Congress. 
The  hcmorable  Senator  fW>m  Delaware  hail 
aigned  to  show  that  the  legislative  branch  of  a 
Government  was  to  be  regarded  as  the  deposi- 
tory of  the  pnblio  will,  and  tiiat  in  tiie  ^tee 
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all  power  not  {trohibited  by  their  constitntion* 
might  be  exercised  by  their  Legidatures ;  and 
deduces,  as  a  consequence  from  the  principles 
which  he  contended  for,  that  the  assembling  of 
a  convention  in  Michigan,  without  authority 
from  her  Legislature,  was  irregular  and  of  rev- 
olutionary tendency.  This  doctrine,  said  Mr. 
B.,  was,  in  his  opinion,  radically  wrong,  and 
had  led  to  many  of  the  erroneous  conclusions 
which  had  characterized  the  present  discussion. 
The  legislative  branch  of  a  State  Government 
was  to  be  considered  the  depository  of  the  pub- 
lic will  of  the  people,  represented  by  it  only  fop 
certain  purposes,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  pow- 
ers conferred  on  it  by  the  constitution  under 
which  it  acted.  All  other  powers  resided  in 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  in  which  exists 
the  ultimate  authority  *»d  soverdgnty  of  a 
State.  The  constituted  authorities  of  a  State, 
no,  not  even  a  convention  itself^  possess  no  in- 
herent power  of  sovereignty,  and  each  are  but 
the  mere  agents  of  the  people,  who  constitute 
the  sovereignty.  It  is  therefore  derogating 
rather  too  much  from  this  power  of  the  people 
of  a  State  to  claim  for  their  Legislature  the 
right  to  direct  them  when  and  how  they  shall 
proceed  to  assemble  in  convention.  It  strips 
the  sovereign  power  of  one  of  its  highest  and 
most  powerful  attributes,  and  leaves  it  at  the 
will  of  the  agent  created  by  it  to  decide  when 
it  may  ilgfatMily  exercise  that  power.  In  some 
of  the  States  liie  power  is  expressly  given  to 
their  Legislatures  to  decide  when  a  convention 
shall  be  called,  and  to  provide  for  the  manner 
of  caUing  the  same.  This,  of  course,  is  a  restric- 
tion by  the  people  of  those  States,  imposed  by 
themselves,  on  their  original  right  to  assemble 
in  convention  through  the  instrumentality  of 
primary  assemblies,  and  which  they  are  consti- 
tntiondly  bound  to  observe.  But  no  such  re- 
striction can  be  alleged  as  existing  in  the  con- 
stitution of  Michigan  to  prevent  her  people  from 
assembling  in  convention  spontaneously,  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  her  willingness  to  come 
into  the  Union  oii  the  terms  proposed  by  Con- 
gress. Her  constitution  points  out  the  manner 
in  which  future  amendments  to  that  instrument 
are  to  be  made ;  but  no  mode  is  prescribed  by 
it  as  to  the  manner  in  which,her  people  are  to 
.assemble  in  convention  for  the  purpose  of  being 
admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  As  her 
people  never  have  conferred  on  any  of  her  pub- 
lic functionaries  this  power,  it,  of  course,  re- 
mains among  them,  as  belonging  to  that  class 
of  residuary  powers  with  which  she  has  never 
parted.  li^  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  this  reasoning  be 
correct,  the  people  of  IGchigan  have  rightfully 
exercised  the  power  of  ceding  a  convention 
through  their  primary  assemblies— a  right  con- 
secrated by  the  principles  of  the  Revolution, 
and  from  the  exercise  of  which  some  of  the  old- 
est, if  not  the  wisest,  State  constitutions  had 
sprung  into  existence.  In  determining  this 
question,  he  thought  it  their  duty,  as  statesmen, 
to  disencumber  it  of  mere  questions  of  form, 
and  to  ascertain  substantially  what  was  the  will 
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of  the  people  of  lOohigan  ia  referenoe  to  their 
admission  into  the  Union.  All  the  facts  before 
them  vent  to  prove,  most  condasiyelT^,  that  it 
was  not  only  tne  viU  of  a  minority  of  them  to 
obtain  admission  into  the  Union,  but  that  there 
was  almost  entire  unanimity  of  sentiment  among 
her  citizens  in  faror  of  it.  Had  a  single  remon- 
strance been  presented  ttoxa.  any  part  of  that 
Territory  against  the  proceedings  of  her  con- 
vention? No,  not  a  single  voice  had  been 
heard  from  that  quarter  opposed  to  it.  Her 
citizens,  therefore,  conld  not  feel  otherwise 
than  greatly  indebted  to  those  who  had  come 
forward  as  her  gmurdians  here  to  protect  her 
from  the  dire  calamities  of  being  aoinitted  to  a 
partidpation  of  the  benefits  of  oar  happy  Union  I 
For  himself^  he  had  always  been  tanght  to  con- 
nder  it  as  a  measure  of  no  ordinary  advantage 
to  the  people  of  a  Territory  to  be  raised  from  a 
state  of  territorial  dependence  to  the  elevated 
condition  of  a  sovereign  State  of  our  confeder- 
acy. If  we  were  aboat  to  do  an  act  which 
m^ht  operate  to  restrain  the  privileges  of  her 
people,  then  it  would  behoove  us  to  construe 
strictly  the  powers  under  which  we  act.  While 
the  rule  of  construction  which  he  had  just  laid 
down  was  applicable  to  such  a  case  as  the  one 
adverted  to,  the  opposite  rule  of  giving  a  liberal 
interpretation  to  our  powers  was  equally  obli- 
gatory where  the  object  was  to  enlarge  the 
privileges  of  the  citizen.  In  other  words,  he 
considered  it  to  be  not  only  a  safe  rule  in  prac- 
tice, but  one  demanded  by  our  free  institutions, 
in  deciding  on  questions  in  which  the  rights  of 
the  citizen  are  involved,  whether  in  courts  of 
Justice  or  legislative  bodies,  to  give  a  construc- 
tion to  the  power  under  which  they  act  that 
will  rather  favor  than  abrid^  the  rights. 

Mr.  NiLBS  said  he  had  witnessed  the  oonrse 
this  debate  had  tal:en  with  some  surprise; 
great  principles  had  been  drawn  into  discus- 
mon,  not  necessarily  belonging  to  the  subject, 
and  sentiments  expressed,  and  doctrines  main- 
tained, which  he  had  heard  with  no  small  de- 
gree of  astonishment  and  .regret ;  he  could 
hardly  realize  that  he  was  in  the  American 
Senate,  and  at  this  enlightened  period  when 
tiie  principles  of  free  Governments  were  sup- 
posed to  be  well  understood  and  well  settled. 
In  view  of  what  ne  had  witnessed  in  this  de- , 
bate,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  allude  to  a  fact  which, 
whether  agreeable  to  hear  or  not,  he  believed 
onght  not  to  be  entirely  overlooked.  Sir,  said 
Ur.  N.,  for  some  years  past  the  American  Sen- 
ate, the  most  important  branch  of  this  (Govern- 
ment, a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Le^slatnre, 
and  possessing  a  portion  of  the  executive  and 
Jndioial  authority,  has  not  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  and 
he  feared,  greatly  feared,  that  what  had  taken 

glace  on  the  biU  before  us  was  not  calculated  to 
icrease  or  strengthen  the  public  confidence. 
Are  we  to  be  told  that  the  people  have  decided 
inconsiderately,  rashly,  and  unjustly?  This 
will  not  do.  Unless  he  was  entirely  mistaken, 
fhe  prino^les  which  had  been  asserted,  and  the  j 


doctrines  that  had  been  so  ttrennously  main- 
tained, would  be  received  with  some  astonish- 
ment by  the  people  of  this  conntir. 

The  question  before  the  Senate  he  r^arded  a 
very  simple  one ;  it  was  really  a  question  of  facts ; 
merely,  whether  the  condition  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  last  sesnon,  providing  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  had  been 
complied  with.  In  considering  this  queetion, 
gentlemen  had  gone  into  the  first  principles  of 
government,  and  made  what  he  regardeda  bold 
attack  on  popular  power,  on  the  fundamental 
principle  of  popular  sovereignty,  which  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  all  our  institutions.  These 
doctrines  were  rather  antiquated ;  they  belong- 
ed to  the  school  of  the  restoration  in  Eng^d, 
and  the  political  writings  of  Sir  Kobert  Fil- 
more ;  they  were  the  present  doctrines  of  the 
conservatives  in  all  the  Governments  in  £nrop& 
of  the  advocates  of  arbitrary  power,  and  of 
existing  abuses,  however  flagrant.  But  in  this 
country  it  was  not  necessary  to  trace  them  so 
far;  it  was  not  necessary  to  go  back  beyond 
the  memorable  period  of  '98 ;  they  were  the 
doctrines  of  that  day,  of  the  period  in  our  po- 
litical history  which  has  been  appropriately 
called  the  "  reign  of  terror."  Is  it  supposed 
that  the  principles  and  spirit  of  '98  and  '99  can  be 
revived  ?  Is  it  supposed  that,  instead  of  having 
advanced,  we  have  retrograded  in  political  in- 
telligence, and  in  a  just  understanding  of  tlie 
principles  of  free  government  ? 

What  were  the  doctrines  of  that  day — the 
doctrines  to  which  the  alien  and  sedition  laws, 
and  other  kindred  measures,  owed  their  origin  ? 
He  would  refer  gentlemen  to  them,  and  the 
speeches  by  which  they  were  attempted  to  be 
maintained.  The  speeches  we  have  heard  are 
of  the  same  character,  maintaining  the  same 
principles  and  breathing  the  same  spirit ;  but 
It  will  be  no  disparagement  to  any  one  who  has 
taken  part  in  this  debate  to  say,  that  the  here- 
sies of  that  day  have  not  been  defended  with 
more  spirit  or  ability  now  than  they  were  then. 
Then  tneir  advocates  were  able,  experienced, 
talented,  distinguished,  and  illustrious  men; 
one  of  them  beuing  an  intimate  relation  to  the 
Senator  from  Delaware.  They  put  forth  their 
whole  strength,  and  staked  their  all,  politically 
— the  ascendency  of  their  party  and  their  indi- 
vidual prospects — on  the  support  of  the  same 
doctrines  we  have  heard  mentioned  on  these 
occasions.  Bnt  they  failed,  and  the  cause  of 
democracy  triumphed. 

And  what  were  those  doctrines  ?  They  were^ 
that  the  people  conld  not  be  trusted ;  that  they 
were  their  own  worst  enemies;  that  all  the 
disorders,  real  or  imaginary,  that  prevailed, 
were  attributable  to  a  wild  spirit  of  democracy 
— ^to  popular  &«nzy.  An  honest  but  fearless 
expression  of  opinion,  concerning  men  and 
measures,  was  denounced  as  a  spirit  of  insub- 
ordination, disorganization,  and  rank  jacobin- 
ism. A  distinguished  leader  of  that  party,  now 
no  more,  belonging  to  a  neighboring  State  to 
his  own,  a  ^fted  son  of  genius,  a  brUliant  star 
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in  the  ccmstellation  of  fh^t  day,  whose  impas- 
siooed,  ferrid,  and  glotring  eloquence  has  never 
beoi  anrpassed  in  the  halla  of  Congress,  declared 
what  were  the  evils  and  the  remedy.  I  idlade, 
sud  Mr.  N„  to  Fisher  Ames.  He  declared  that 
tiie  disease  which  threatened  general  and  uni- 
versal ruin  to  our  institutions  and  our  fiitore 
proq>ects  was  rooted  deep ;  that  it  had  found 
ita  way  into  the  very  hearts  of  the  people. 
This  disease  was  democracy ;  it  was  the  will 
and  sovereignty  of  the  people.  "  It  was  not 
that  the  skin  was  blistered,  but  thoir  very  bones 
were  carious."  Tea,  the  people  were  corrupt, 
even  to  their  bones.  In  nis  fertile  and  vivid 
imagination,  he  CMijured  up  and  predicted 
greater  evils  for  his  country,  which  were  to 
now  from  this  wild  q>irit  of  democracy,  than 
have  been  portrayed  <hi  the  present  occasion. 
His  country  was  to  be  visited  with  all  the  hor- 
iws  of  the  French  revolution ;  anarchy,  con- 
ftasion,  and  bloodshed,  were  to  desolate  the  land ; 
and,  in  the  federal  visions  of  that  day,  the 
g^KMts  of  Bobe^ierre,  Danton,  and  Marat,  were 
seen  flitting  through  our  atmosphere.  The  dis- 
ease of  that  iieiiod  was  democracy ;  the  people 
were  said  to  be  rising  up  to  overthrow  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  destroy  those  noble  institutions 
which  they  themselves  had  established.  And 
it  was  the  aim  of  those  in  authority  to  pat 
down  that  wild  spirit  of  democracy  by  the 
strong  arm  of  power,  and  to  maintmn  their  au- 
thority, not  tim>ugh  the  public  will,  and  as  an 
emanation  from  it,  but  in  opposition  to  it — in 
defiance  of  it.  It  was  for  this  purpose  that  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws  were  passed.  And  why 
is  it,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  these  laws,  and  particu- 
larly the  latter,  have  become  a  stench  in  the 
nostrils  of  the  people ;  and  that  for  nearly  forty 
years  they  have  borne  the  stamp  of  universal 
reprobation  npon  their  face — the  deep  and  in- 
delible stamp  of  infamy,  which  will  go  down 
to  the  latest  posterity,  or  as  long  as  there  is  a 
single  spark  of  liberty  in  the  hearts  of  tiie 
American  people  t  Is  the  execration  in  which 
those  laws  are  held  to  be  charged  to  their  being 
unconstitutional  ?  Far  from  it.  A  large  por- 
tion of  the  legislation  of  Congress  has  been 
charged  with  being  in  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  and  the  alien  and  sedition  acts  were  de- 
clared to  be  constitutional,  not  only  by  Congress, 
but  by  the  Executive  and  Judiciary.  No ;  the 
infamy  which  has  attached  to  those  obnoxious 
acts  did  not  proceed  from  their  being  nnconsti- 
tntional,  whether  they  are  so  or  not.  The  peo- 
ple do  not  form  opinions  so  unreasonably  or 
unjustly.  We  mnst  look  for  the  cause  of  op- 
probrium to  a  different  source — the  true  char- 
acter and  design  of  those  laws.  They  were 
regarded  as  a  premeditated  and  high-handed 
attack  upon  popular  power ;  a  deadlv  blow  at 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people ;  a  bolcf  and  dar- 
ing attempt  to  overthrow  the  public  will,  to 
put  down  the  popular  opinion,  and  to  rule  the 
country  regardless  of  it.  They  were  consider- 
ed as  an  attempt  to  change  the  very  element 
of  the  GoTemment,  which  is  founded  on  public 


opinion,  and  convert  it  into  a  Qovemment  of 
force. 

But  that  great  scheme  failed ;  and  are  its  ex- 
ploded, reprobated  doctrines  now  to  be  revived  ? 
Are  we  now  to  be  told  that  there  is  no  political 
power  remaining  in  the  people?  that,  having 
established  and  put  in  operation  Governments, 
they  have  parted  with  all  political  power  what- 
ever? that  they  cannot  revise  or  new-model 
this  form  of  Government  they  have  themselves 
established,  unless  in  pursuance  of  a  provision 
in  the  constitution,  or  in  accordance  with  a  law 
of  the  Legislature  I  This  is  maintaining  that 
sovereignty  resides  in  the  constituted  authori- 
ties, and  not  in  the  people  at  large ;  it  is  raising 
the  creature  above  his  creator,  the  agent  above 
the  principal  It  is  exalting  the  Legislature 
above,  and  making  it  independent  of,  the  con- 
stituent body. 

The  constitutions  of  most  of  the  States  con- 
tain some  provision  for  altering  or  amending 
them ;  some  through  the  agency  of  a  conven- 
tion, and  some  otherwise.  But  such  constitu- 
tional provision  is  not  inconsistent  with  and 
cannot  take  away  the  right  and  power  of 
the  people,  acting  in  their  primarily  original 
capacity,  to  change  their  system  of  govern- . 
ment. 

This  is  a  right  which  they  have  not  delega- 
ted, and  whicu,  of  course,  must  abide  with  we 
people  at  large.  Conventions  of  the  people 
may  be  called,  and  often  are,  in  pursuance  of  a 
law  of  the  Lep^islatore ;  yet  this  is  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  convenience.  But  does  the  law  confer 
on  them  their  power?  That  is  the  question. 
If  it  does,  then  a  Legislature  can  grant  to  an- 
other body  greater  power  than  it  possesses  it- 
self; even  the  power  to  change  or  destroy 
those  very  forms  under  which  it  exists ;  a  pow- 
er to  destroy  the  Legislature  itself.  This  is 
preposterous,  and  shows  the  absurdity  of  the 
principle  contended  for.  If  a  convention  does 
not  derive  its  power  from  the  Legislature,  from 
whence  can  it  derive  it,  except  from  the  people  ? 
What  b  a  convention  ?  Is  it  not  a  body  repre- 
senting the  people  in  their  primary,  elementary 
capacity,  and  wholly  independent  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  constituted  authorities?  If  this  is 
not  a  true  idea  of  a  convention  of  the  people, 
he  should  like  to  be  informed  what  a  conven- 
tion is.  The  Senator  fix>m  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Pbbston)  asks,  who  and  what  are  the  people  ? 
He  was  surprised  at  such  an  inquiry  from  any 
quarter,  and  still  more  that  it  should  come  from 
one  who  has  had  so  much  to  do  with  conventions. 
and  attempts  to  call  forth  the  latent  energies  of 
State  rights  and  popular  power.  He  did  not 
nnderstuid  the  Senator's  answer  to  his  own 
question,  further  than  his  declaration  that  he 
himself  ^r.  P.)  was  one  of  the  people.  The 
inquiry,  however,  was,  he  thought,  easily  an- 
swered. The  people,  in  one  sense,  are-  the 
whole  population  of  a  State ;  but  in  a  political 
sense,  the  people  were  that  portion  of  the  pop- 
ulation which  possessed  the  political  power  m 
a  State :  it  did  not  mean  women  or  children, 
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but  the  whole  body  of  citizens  with  whom  the 
political  power  of  a  State  resided. 

Mr.  Ckittenskn  said  that  this  was  the  only 
bill  he  had  seen  in  that  Senate,  daring  his  term 
of  service,  which  had  a  preamble  attached  to 
it.  It  was  his  opinion  that  it  was  whoUy  un- 
necessary. However,  it  was  deemed  necessary 
by  some  gentlemen,  for  the  sake  of  some  argn- 
menft  or  elucidation,  to  insert  the  preamble; 
but  why,  or  wherefore,  he  did  not  apprehend. 
Did  this  preamble,  he  asked,  vary  and  alter  the 
construction  of  the  law  I  Was  it  not  the  same 
with  or  withoat  it?  Had  he  been  present 
when  the  bill  was  reported,  he  would  have  op- 
posed the  adoption  of  the  preamble,  because  it 
did  not  tell  the  truth,  and  the  whole  truth.  It 
bore  upon  its  face  what  the  lawyers  call  a  ntp- 
prettw  veri.  Now,  if  the  Senate  were  right 
in  supposing  that  the  convention  of  December 
last  was  a  legitimate  and  constitutional  assem- 
bly, and  that  its  proceedings  were  valid  and 
binding,  did  the  striking  out  or  retaining  of 
the  preamble  affect  the  deliberations  of  the 
convention,  one  way  or  the  other  ?  He  thought 
not  Michigan  had  precluded  herself  from  no 
right  by  it,  and  a  right  would  be  binding  upon 
her,  whether  the  preamble  should  be  retwned 
or  not.  Was  not  that  very  dear  ?  Then,  why 
retain  it  t  Gentiemen  had  mnch  better  lay  it 
aside,  and,  by  making  no  allusion  to  it,  they 
would  avoid  all  the  questions  upon  which  they 
bad  been  so  long  debating.  If  there  was  to  be 
a  preamble  at  aU,  it  was  proper,  as  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  (Mr.  Mobbis)  had  said,  that  it  should 
contain  a  true  and  complete  history  of  the  whole 
proceeding.  He,  Mr.  0.,  would  vote  for  the 
preamble  provided  all  the  facts  were  introduc- 
ed;  or,  if  the  question  should  be  made,  he  would 
vote  for  strikhig  it  out.  He  thought  that  all 
parties  might  consistentiy  do  that.  He  ex- 
pressed his  anxiety  for  the  speedy  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  and  said  that  he  was 
then  prepared  to  vote  for  the  bill,  and  trusted 
that  gentlemen  would  concur  with  him  in  opin- 
ion, that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  inser- 
tion of  a  preamble. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Mobbis's 
amendment  to  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  and 
decided  in  the  negative : 

Teas. — Uessrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoon,  Clay,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
Moore,  Uorrig,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Bevier, 
Southard,  Swift,  White— 18. 

Kats. — Heefsn.  Benton,  Brovn,  Buchanan,  Dona, 
I^ilton,  Qrandy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Unn,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Paricer,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Boggles,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Ilpton, 
Walker,  WaU,  Wright— 28. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  preamble  was  re- 
jected. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  Geoigia,  Knight,  Linn,  Nicholas, 
KUea^  Page,  Parker,  Sves,  Robinson,  Buggies,  Se- 


rier.  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  WaU, 
White,  Witebt— 27. 
Kats. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoon,  Davis,  Frentitaa 


MoKDAT,  January  9. 

The  Chaib  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  SAinrEt  Fbentiss,  re-eleoted  Senator  troia. 
the  State  of  Vermont. 

Also,  the  credentials  of  Hon.  Whxiaic  0. 
Pbebtox,  re-elected  Senator  from  the  State  of 
South  Carolina. 

Trecuury  Circular. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  further  consideration  of  the  joint  res- 
olution rescinding  the  Treasury  order  of  Jnly, 
1886. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Bivxs's  sab- 
stitnte, 

Mr.  Sbakoe  addressed  the  Chair :  I  am  oppos- 
ed to  the  original  resolutions,  because  they 
propose  to  rescind  an  executive  order.  I  do 
not  mean  by  this  a  mere  verbal  criticism,  for  I 
suppose  the  honorable  Senator  really  meant 
what  his  resolution  contained,  and  proposes  to 
rescind  or  repeal  an  executive  order  by  a  vote 
of  the  National  Legislature ;  and  thiSj  with  doe 
deference,  I  conceived  to  be  a  manifest  sole- 
cism. The  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
departments  of  this  Ctovemment  are  wisely  sep- 
arated by  the  constitution,  and  one  cannot  in- 
terfere with  the  province  of  another.  The  leg- 
islative prescribes  rules  for  the  executive  and 
judiciary,  but  cannot  itself  perform  any  legisla- 
tive or  judicial  function,  except  in  the  special 
cases  set  forth  in  the  oonstitiition.  Congress 
may,  if  it  be  necessary  and  proper,  command 
the  Executive  to  repetd  the  Treasury  order,  but 
cannot  itself  repeal  it.  Congress  passes  laws 
for  the  government  of  every  citizen,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  and  at  his  own  peril  he 
yields  or  withholds  obedience.  As  well,  and 
even  with  more  propriety,  might  the  Supreme 
Court  say  it  repeals  an  act  of  Congress,  when 
it  pronounces  it  unconstitutional,  and  refuses 
to  enforce  it.  And  as  well  might  Congress  say 
it  repeals  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
when  that  decision,  having  opened  its  eyes  to 
some  defect  in  the  existing  law,  induces  it  to 
prescribe  a  new  rule  for  rature  action.  Even 
when  the  decisions  of  the  court  are  palpably 
repugnant  to  the  existing  law.  Congress  cannot 
repeal  them.  Congress  may  direct  what  decis- 
ions shall  be  made  in  fbtare,  but  cannot  repeal 
those  already  published.  Neither  can  it  repeal 
the  decisions  of  the  Execnti  ve.  The  Legislature 
prescribes  rules  for  the  government  of  both 
these  departments,  and  to  each  of  them  it  mnst 
be  left  to  apply  them ;  and  each  mnst,  in  the 
first  instance,  judge  now  far  its  own  actions 
square  with  the  rules  prescribed,  upon  its  own 
official  responsibility.  A  direct  declaration  of 
repeal,  therefore,  must  be  altogether  inopera- 
tive, and  of  course  .an  absordity.    The  truth  is, 
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this  Tteaearj  order  is  altogether  an  ezecntiTe 
tct,  and  can  only  be  undone  hj  ezecative  an- 
fhority.  Congress  may  command  its  repeal, 
and  donbUess  the  Ezecntive  would  yield  snch 
eommand  respectftd  obedience.  Bat  it  strikes 
*  me  there  is  something  in  the  mode  of  this  nn- 
dertaidiig  to  effect  the  repeal  of  the  Treasury 
wier,  not  consistent  with  sbiot  parliamentary 
propriety;  at  least,  not  altogether  consistent 
with  the  professed  pnrpose  of  those  who  desire 
its  repeal.  It  is  laid  down  in  Jefferson's  Man- 
oal,  the  highest  authority  acknowledged  by  us 
in  snch  matters,  that  "  When  the  House  com- 
mands any  thing,  it  is  by  order.  Bat  facts, 
principles,  their  own  opinions  and  pnrposea,  are 
expressed  in  the  form  of  retiolutions.*'  Kow, 
the  resolations  before  us,  while  they  assume 
th«  name  of  resolutions,  effect  the  offito  of 
orders,  and  to  perform  more,  as  I  think  I  have 
before  shown,  tlian  even  an  order  would  be 
competent  to  accomplish. 

But,  again,  I  am  opposed  to  the  resolutions, 
because  they  propose  to  prescribe  a  rule,  unne- 
e^sarily,  as  I  conceive,  in  a  matter  where,  from 
its  natnre,  a  large  discretion  is  desirable,  being 
highly  oonrenient,  tod  in  no  degree  liable  to 
duigerons  use.  I  know  it  is  the  fashion  of  the 
day  to  suppose  that  the  executive  authority  is 
the  only  one  liable  to  abuse,  or  in  any  way 
likely  to  threaten  the  liberties  of  the  country. 
Among  the  blessings,  Mr.  President,  for  whidi 
we  of  the  present  day  are  debtors  to  Heaven, 
there  are  none,  politically  speaking,  for  which 
we  have  more  Jnst  reason  to  be  gratefal,  than  that 
the  formation  of  our  constitution  has  not  been 
left  to  our  own  hands ;  that  we  have  received 
it  ready  formed,  in  all  its  beautiful  proportions, 
by  men  who  seem  to  have  been  commissioned 
1^  Heaven  for  this  very  thing.  Surrounded  by 
an  atmo^here  Jnst  purified  by  the  storms  and 
convolsions  of  the  Kevolution,  every  one  feel- 
ing more  stnmgly  than  any  other  want  that  of 
an  equal,  wise,  a^  impartial  ^^overnment,  they 
addressed  themselves  to  the  task  with  no  facul- 
ty biased  by  local  or  personal  passions.  They 
sought  for  truth  with  their  visual  organs  purg- 
ed from  the  mists  of  prejudice,  and  they  found 
b«r.  They  listened  to  her  inspired  instructions, 
and  penned  the  happy  constitution  under  which 
we  now  live,  the  envy  of  other  nations,  and  the 
pide  of  our  own.  They  divided  Government 
into  three  departments,  and  prescribed  the 
^here  in  which  each  should  move.  Harmony 
and  safety  will  ever  attend  its  action,  while 
each  strictly  observes  the  law  of  its  creation. 
But  it  is  difficult  to  say  from  which  the  most 
direful  results  are  to  be  apprehended,  should  it 
with  eccentric  movement  forsake  its  natural 
orbit,  uid  invade  those  of  its  sister  planets. 
Viewing  this  matter  in  the  light  of  experience, 
we  should  be  led  to  suppose  that  from  the  leg- 
idative  department  there  was  the  greatest  rea- 
son for  jealousy  of  usurpation,  or  invasion  of 
flie  province  of  others.  The  most  remarkable 
and  desolating  revolutions  of  which  modem 
lustory  famisnes  an  account  are  those  of  Eng- 


land and  France,  and  the  complete  prostration 
of  the  executive  and  judicial  authorities  beneath 
the  feet  of  the  legislative  marked  those  san- 
guinary events.  But  to  press  this  portion  of 
the  subject  no  farther,  suffice  it  to  say,  that 
true  wisdom  dictates  to  each  department  great 
forbearance  towards  the  others,  and  a  no  less 
scrupulous  abstinence  from  infringing  upon 
their  rights,  than  a  jealous  care  of  its  own. 
The  collection  of  the  revenue  is  strictly  an  ex- 
ecutive act.  The  Lej^lature,  to  be  sure,  can 
alone  prescribe  the  subjects  of  revenue,  and  the 
mode  of  its  collection ;  but  the  funds,  to  use 
the  language  of  the  resolution,  in  which  receiv- 
able, is,  in  the  general,  a  fair  subject  to  be  left 
to  the  Executive,  under  the  constitution,  and 
the  broad  range  of  circumstances  which  may 
from  time  to  time  arise.  The  general  principle, 
certainly,  (from  which  neither  common  reason 
nor  convenience  will  allow  of  any  wide  depart- 
ure,) is,  that  the  public  revenue  should  be  col- 
lected in  what  is  obviously  equivalent  to  so 
much  gold  and  silver,  the  acknowledged  stand- 
ards of  value  both  by  the  constitution  and  the 
usage  of  trade.  What  is  so  equivalent  must  de- 
pend greatly  upon  circumstances  continually  fluc- 
tuating— ^the  currents  of  trade,  and  the  peculiar 
application  for  which  any  given  portion  of  the 
revenue  is  designed.  Sometimes  the  ease  of 
the  citizen  may  oe  consulted  to  a  great  extent, 
in  perfect  consistency  with  the  security  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  at  others,  nothing  short  of  the 
precious  metals  themselves  will  serve  the  pur- 
poses of  the  public  demands.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  Congress  has  not  the  power  of  dictat- 
ing even  the  taada  in  which  the  revenue  may  be 
paid,  or  that  there  is  any  thing  improper  in  her 
doing  so ;  but  that,  in  general,  the  officer  whose 
business  it  is  to  supervise  the  Treasury,  in  his 
turn  under  the  supervision  of*  the  Executive, 
will  be  well  capable  of  judging,  and  much  more 
competent  to  act  to  tlie  advantage  of  the  public, 
under  sudden  emergencies,  (which  no  human 
sagacity  is  sufficient  to  foresee,)  when  untram- 
melled by  rigid,  inflexible  rules ;  and,  therefore, 
unless  strong  considerations  call  for  the  enact- 
ment of  such  rules,  it  is  far  better  to  leave  him 
with  the  responsibility  upon  his  own  shoulders, 
which,  without  such  enactments,  would  rest 
there.  Thus  the  executive  class  of  public  offi- 
cers would  be  stimulated  to  more  activity; 
feeling,  in  addition  to  their  responsibility  to  ns, 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  a  direct  re- 
sponsibility to  them,  our  common  masters,  for 
the  wisdom  and  fidelity  of  their  action. 

I  am  again  opposed  to  the  resolutions,  be- 
cause, as  I  conceive,  they  are  intended  to  cen- 
sure the  President  of  the  United  States,  If  any 
doubt  rested  upon  the  mind,  upon  the  mere 
perusal  of  the  resolutions  themselves,  that 
doubt  must  cease  as  soon  as  we  listen  to  the 
comments  of  their  advocates,  and  the  reasons 
which  urge  them  to  their  support.  Some  of 
the  reasons  upon  which  they  are  avowedly 
supported  are  the  evil  motives  ascribed  to  the 
President,  in  causing  the  issue  of  the  Treasury 
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order  they  are  designed  to  repeaL  He  is,  in 
effect,  ch^ged  with  falsehood ;  for  the  Treas- 
ttry  order  bears  npon  its  face,  doubtlessly  onder 
his  ovrn  authority  and  direction,  the  motives 
which  induced  him  to  give  it  existence ;  and  we 
are  here  publicly  told  that  his  true  motives 
were  of  an  altogether  different  kind ;  thus  di- 
rectly charging  nim  with  ai^  attempt  to  deceive 
the  pnblic,  m  placing  before  it  false  motives  for 
his  official  action.  But  this  is  not  alL  He  is 
sot  only  charged  with  falsehood,  but  at  least 
one  of  the  motives  imputed  to  him  is  in  itself 
altogether  base  and  dishonorable.  We  are  told 
that  some  of  the  land  speculators  alluded  to  in 
the  order  were  his  own  particular  friends, 
whose  interest  he  was  solicitous  to  promote ; 
that  they  have  already  made  large  investments 
in  the  public  lands,  and  are  threatened  with 
loss,  or  at  least  a  necessity  of  holding  for  an 
inconvenient  length  of  time,  should  the  United 
States  continue  to  be  a  competitor  with  them 
in  unrestricted  sales ;  and  that,  while  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  demanding  specie,  they,  by  selling 
for  paper,  would  acquire  a  preference  in  the 
market,  and  be  enabled  to  command  better 
prices ;  thus  making  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  forgetfolness  of  his  high  station, 
and  his  well-earned  honors,  to  sell  the  latter  for 
trash  to  enrich  bis  friends,  and  prostitute  the 
former  to  gratify  their  avarice.  Another  mo- 
tive assigned  is,  that  being  in  heart  opposed  to 
the  deposit  law  of  the  last  session,  he  was  desir- 
ous of  throwing  every  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
its  execution,  to  verify  the  evil  omens  uttered 
by  himself  and  frien<b  in  relation  to  it,  and  to 
render  it  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  To 
accomplish  all  this,  the  Treasury  order  was  fram- 
ed, in  the  hope  that  the  pressure  and  embar- 
rassments it  uioold  produce  might  be  imputed 
to  the  deposit  act.  It  may  be  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  was  not  well  inclined 
to  the  deposit  act,  and  that  in  truth  it  is  a  mis- 
chievous measure,  some  of  the  evils  of  which 
are  now  demonstrating  themselves ;  that  those 
are  now  feeling  them  who  could  not  in  any 
other  way  be  brought  to  dream  of  their  ex- 
istence ;  that  in  fact  the  connection  between 
present  difficulties  and  the  deposit  act  is  so  in- 
timate as  to  make  it  i^pear  uiat  one  was  got 
up  by  previous  design  to  accompany  the  other. 
But  however  all  this  may  be,  it  is  well  known 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  is  not  a  man  to  ac- 
complish his  views  by  any  indirection ;  that  a 
bold  and  manly,  ;md,  as  his  enemies  think,  a 
rash  and  reckless  policy,  is  one  of  his  charac- 
teristics. Yet  ^ntlemen  who  advocate  these 
resolutions  ascribe  to  him  conduct  hi^y  dis- 
iogenuou^  and  motives  exceedingly  dishonor- 
able. It  is  not  my  wish,  in  malice,  to  impugn 
the  motives  of  any  one ;  and  if  I  should  re&r 
unfavorably  to  the  motives  of  a  party,  I  hope 
no  gentleman  within  or  without  these  walls 
will  consider  it  personal  to  himself^  or  spring- 
ing, in  the  slightest  degree,  fixim  individual 
feeling.  We  are  all  men,  and  are  all  liable  to 
have  oar  judgment  warped,  however  clear  and 


intuitive  originally,  by  the  allurements  of  per- 
suasion, the  fascination  of  affection,  the  delu- 
sions of  prejudice,  or  the  madness  of  passion, 
and  when  I  find  myself  differing  with  another, 
I  am  always  willing  to  suppose,  and  have  it  sup- . 
posed,  that  either  he  or  myself  have  fallen 
under  subjection  to  one  of  these  maligpi  in- 
fluences. 


Tthesdat,  January  10. 

Mettagt  from  the  Pretident — Itthmut  qf  Darien 
and  of  Nicaroffua — PropotaUfor  crotting  hy 
Ship-eanala. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States : 

Ta  the  SenaU  oftht  United  Stattt : 

Immediately  after  the  passage  by  the  Senate,  at  a 
former  session,  of  the  resolution  requesting  the 
President  to  consider  the  expediency  of  opening 
negotiations  with  the  Govermnents  of  other  natioiis, 
and  particularly  with  the  Oovemments  of  Central 
America  and  New  Granada,  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ually protecting,  by  equitable  treaty  stipulations 
with  them,  such  indiTidnals  or  companies  as  nught 
undertake  to  open  a  communication  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  by  the  oonstruction  of  • 
ship  canal  across  the  isthmus  which  connects  North 
and  South  America,  and  of  securing  forever,  by  such 
stipulations,  the  free  and  equal  right  of  navigating 
such  canal  to  all  such  nations,  on  the  payment  of 
such  reasonable  tolls  as  ought  to  he  established  to 
compensate  the  capitalists  who  might  engage  in  sodi 
undertaking,  and  complete  the  work,  an  agent  was 
employed  to  obtain  information  in  respect  to  the 
utuation  and  character  of  the  country  through  which 
the  line  of  commumcation,  if  established,  would 
necessarily  pass,  and  the  state  of  the  projects  which 
were  understood  to  be  contemplated  for  opening  sncfa 
communication  by  a  canal  or  a  railroad.  The  agent 
returned  to  the  United  States  in  September  last,  and 
although  the  information  collected  by  him  is  not  as 
full  as  could  have  l>een  deared*yet  it  is  snlBcient 
to  show  that  the  probability  of  an  eariy  execution  of 
any  of  the  projects  which  have  l>een  set  on  foot  for 
the  construction  of  the  communication  alluded  to  is 
not  BO  great  as  to  render  it  expedient  to  open  a  nego- 
tiation at  present  with  any  foreign  Government 
upon  the  subject 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WASmsoTOH,  Jamian/  9,  1837. 

TreoMrff  Oireulor. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  fhrther  con- 
sideration of  the  joint  resolution  to  rescind  the 
Treasury  order  of  July,  1886,  &c.,  together  Vrith 
the  substitute  offered  therefor  by  Mr.  Rivm, 
in  the  following  words : 

"Jteeolved,  That  hereafter  all  sums  of  money  accru- 
ing or  liecoming  payable  to  tiie  United  States, 
whether  from  customs,  public  lands,  taxes,  debts, 
or  otherwise,  shall  he  collected  and  paid  only  in  the 
l^al  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  notes 
of  banics  wluch  aro  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in 
the  said  legal  currency  under  the  following  restrio- 
tions  and  conditionf  in  t«g«rd  to  such  notes:  thatia^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  OOKGSESa 


96 


Jabvakt,  18S7.] 


dvmury  Ctnwkw, 


[Snuis. 


from  and  after  tb«  paenge  of  thia  resotntloD,  the  notes 
of  no  bank  irtikh  aboil  iaaoe  bills  or  notes  of  a  leas 
denomination  than  ive  dcdlan  shall  be  receired  in  pay- 
ment of  the  poblio does;  &om and aAerthe fint day 
of  July,  1889,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  issue 
bilb  or  notes  of  a  lees  denomination  tlian  ten  dollars 
diall  be  receivable ;  and  from  and  alter  the  first  of 
Jolj,  1841,  the  like  prohibition  shall  be  extended  to 
the  notes  of  all  banks  issuing  bills  or  notes  of  less 
denomination  than  twenty  dollan :  Provided,  how- 
tter,  That  no  notes  shall  be  taken  in  payment  by  the 
ooUecton  or  receiTcrs,  which  the  banlu  in  which 
ther  are  to  be  deposited  shall  not,  under  the  super- 
insion  and  contrtM  of  the  Secretary  of  die  Treasury, 
agree  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as 


The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  his 
rabetitnte, 

Mr.  Bites  said  that,  in  asldng  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate,  it  was  not  bis  design  to  abase 
Uieir  patience  by  rearguing  the  qnestions  which 
had  alTeady  been  so  fully  and  so  ably  discussed, 
in  relation  to  the  legality  or  the  policy  of  the 
Treasorj  (Areolar.  It  was  his  wish  only  to 
state,  somewhat  more  at  large  than  he  had  yet 
had  an  opportonity  of  doing,  the  views  ander 
the  inflnence  of  which  he  had  offered  the  propo- 
sition which  is  now  pending  before  the  Senate, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  (Mr.  EwiitG.)  In  reference  to 
the  most  important  objects  of  the  Treasury  cir- 
cnlar,  he  r^rded  that  measure  as  having  done 
its  office ;  and  the  interests  of  the  country  are 
now  mncfa  more  concerned  in  the  provision  we 
diall  make  for  the  future,  than  in  any  decision 
we  may  pronounce  upon  the  past.  When  I  had 
the  honor  some  days  ago,  said  Mr.  K.,  of  ad- 
dressing a  few  remarks  to  the  Senate  on  this 
sobject,  I  said  what  I  take  great  pleasure  now 
in  repeating,  tliat,  in  whatever  different  lights 
the  operation  of  the  Treasury  circular  may 
hare  been  viewed,  of  one  thing  I  was  thoroogh- 
W  persuaded — that  the  motives  which  had  In- 
daoed  the  high  functionary  at  the  head  of  the 
Qovemment  to  direct  the  issuing  of  it  were  in 
perfect  consonance  with  that  elevated  and  patri- 
otic spirit  which  had  so  conspionoosly  marked 
the  whole  course  of  bis  public  life ;  and  that 
no  defect  of  l^ality,  in  my  estimation,  had 
been  ahown  in  the  authority  under  which  it 
was  issued.  I  added,  also,  that  the  measure 
was  properly  to  be  viewed  as  a  temporary  one, 
to  continne  in  operation  until  the  action  of  Oon- 
greas  on  the  whole  snbiect  could  be  obtained ; 
and  fbat  the  President  himself,  as  shown  by  the 
evidence  of  his  Messtue  at  the  commencement 
of  Ihe  session,  attacMl  no  importance  to  its 
adoption  as  a  permanent  rule  of  policy. 

Chie  of  the  leading  objects  of  the  Treasury 
circular,  at  the  time  it  was  issued,  was  to  check 
that  tendency  to  extravagant  bank  issues  and 
bank  credits  which  has  so  dgnally  marked  the 
history  of  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen  months. 
Bat,  so  far  as  that  object  ia  oonoemed,  the  same 
effiect  will  now  be  produced  in  a  manner  not 
kaa  eertaitt,  dioo^  by  a  jnooeaa  man  gradual, 


and  therefore  easier  and  safer  to  the  community, 
by  the  operation  of  the  deposit  act.  No  one 
can  doubt,  Mr.  Prerident,  that  one  of  the  chief 
oanses  of  the  recent  over-action  of  the  banking 
system  in  this  country  is  to  be  found  in  the  im- 
mense sums  of  public  moneys  left  in  the  deposit 
banks,  and  which  have  been  used  and  traded 
upon  by  them,  as  an  addition  of  so  much  to 
their  bulking  c^itals.  This  is  a  state  of  things 
which  has  been  eminently  pernicious  in  all  ita 
betuinn.  The  correction  of  so  great  an  evil 
formed  in  my  mind  one  of  the  strongest  con- 
siderations for  giving  the  cordial  support  I  did 
to  the  deposit  act  of  the  last  session ;  a  measure 
which,  however  much  misconoeived  or  mis- 
represented in  regard  to  its  true  character,  has, 
in  my  opinion,  oonfbrred  upon  the  conntry  a 
double  benefaction  of  the  highest  value :  first, 
in  putting  out  of  the  way  of  the  Government 
the  temptation,  whose  powerful  influence  we 
were  already  beginning  to  feel,  to  useless,  ex- 
travagant, and  anti-republican  expenditure; 
and,  secondly,  in  taking  from  the  deposit  banks 
that  gratuitous  and  artificial  increment  of  their 
capitals,  which  has  been  a  main  cause  of  the 
unnatural  distention  of  our  paper  currency,  and 
of  that  inordinate^irit  of  speculation  which  has 
prevailed  through  the  country.  In  gradually 
withdrawing,  as  we  now  are  doing  by  the  act 
of  the  last  session,  these  large  amounts  of  the 
public  treasure  from  the  possession  of  the  de- 
posit banks,  and  in  avoiding,  as,  I  trust,  by  a 
wise  and  provident  legislation,  we  shall  do,  the 
accnmulation  of  any  idle  snrplas  in  future,  the 
Qovemment  will  tiJce  away  the  stimulus  which 
itself  has  given  to  the  excessive  issues  and 
credits  of  the  banks ;  and  we  may  then  hope 
that,  under  the  salutairy  control  of  the  laws  of 
trade,  they  will  return  within  those  safe,  prop- 
er, and  natural  limits  which  the  business  of  the 
community  requires. 

While  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  Mr. 
President,  I  will  make  one  other  observation. 
However  necessary  or  desirable  the  contraction 
of  our  paper  circulation  may  be,  (if  it  be,  in- 
deed, in  the  large  excess  which  is  supposed  by 
many,)  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  is 
no  operation  more  ddioate  than  the  redaction 
of  the  currency  of  a  country.  A  decreasing 
circulating  medium,  it  is  agreed  idike  by  theo- 
retical writers  and  by  enlightened  practical 
men,  is  precisely  that  condition  in  the  moneyed 
affairs  of  a  commnni^  which  is  the  most  criti- 
cal and  distressing.  It  is  a  transition  from  high 
to  low  prices,  from  a  certain  and  liberal  rewaSrd 
of  labor  to  diminished  wages  and  precarious 
employment,  trotn  active  and  prospering  indus- 
try to  general  languor  and  depression  in  all  the 
operations  of  business.  It  is  a  change  to  which 
society  always  adjusts  itself  slowly  and  painful- 
ly ;  and,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstan- 
ces, must  be  attended  with  distress — often  with 
extensive  ruin.  Great  caution,  therefore,  is 
necessary,  lest  it  be  nndnly  precipitated  in  its 
progress,  or  harshly  aggravated  in  its  effects. 
We  have,  in  ibe  history  of  our  own  country,  at 
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a  period  not  tSoo  remote  for  the  recollection  of 
most  of  DB,  a  memorable  example  of  the  dis- 
treaiing  effects  of  a  rapid  reduction  of  the  cir- 
culating medium.  It  is  strikingly  exhibited,  in 
all  its  details,  in  the  able  report  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
oarrency,  in  1820.  It  is  there  shown  that  the 
oircnlation  of  the  country,  in  the  three  years 
from  1816  to  1819,  had  been  brought  down 
from  110  millions  in  the  former,  to  4fi  millions 
in  the  latter ;  making  the  enormous  reduction 
of  66  millions  within  that  short  period  I  The 
scene  of  wide-spread  ruin  and  distress  which 
ensned  is  fresh  ia.  the  memories  of  all  who  wit- 
nessed it.  It  inculcates,  at  least,  the  neoesnty 
of  cantion  in  the  action  of  the  Govemmeot  on 
this  subject.  It  is  our  duty  to  witiidraw  from 
the  bauKing  operations  of  the  country  that  ar- 
tificial stimulant  which  the  Government  itself 
has  administered ;  but  that  being  done,  a  just 
policy,  in  general,  requires  that  the  concerns  of 
trade  should  be  left  to  regulate  themselves  by 
their  own  natural  and  remedial  laws. 

Regarding,  then,  the  Treasury  circular  as 
having  mainly  done  its  ofiSce,  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  establish  some  permanent  and  equal 
rule  for  the  collection  of  th9  public  revenues. 
It  is  a  dnty  which  we  cannot  evade  if  we  would. 
In  the  joint  power  which  the  constitution  in- 
vests in  Congress,  to  "  lay  and  collect "  taxes, 
onr  duty  is  read  to  us  in  terms  too  significant 
to  be  mistaken.  It  is  as  much  a  part  of  the 
legislative  aothority  to  say  in  what  manner  and 
by  what  rule  the  collection  of  the  pnblic  rev- 
enue shall  be  efifected,  as  to  say  to  what  amount 
and  fh>m  sources  it  shall  be  rmsed.  Important 
as  such  a  regulation  is  at  all  times,  it  aerives, 
at  the  present  moment,  a  particolar  interest 
from  its  close  connection  with  the  subject  of 
the  currency.  It  is  in  that  connection  that  all 
who  have  participated  in  this  debate,  have  dis- 
cussed this  question  before  the  Senate ;  and  it 
is  doubtiess  in  that  connection  that  the  pnblic 
attention  is  turned  with  most  anxiety  to  our 
decision  upon  it.  I  feel,  Mr.  President,  all  the 
magnitude  and  all  the  di£Sculty  of  this  great 
question  of  the  currency.  There  is  none  that 
rises  higher  in  importance,  or  descends  more 
deeply  into  the  interests  of  society.  It  "  comes 
home  to  the  business  and  the  bosoms  of  men." 
It  affects  alike  the  humblest  laborer  and  the 
wealthiest  capitalist;  on  it  depend  the  security 
of  property,  the  stability  of  contracts,  the  com- 
fort and  support  of  families,  and,  I  will  add,  in 
a  great  degree,  the  public  morals ;  for  nothing, 
in  my  opinion,  is  more  calculated  to  nnsetUe 
the  moru  sense  and  habits  of  a  community  than 
the  dispositions  and  pursuits  fostered  by  the 
lottery  of  a  fluctuating  currency.  In  approach- 
ing such  a  subject,  I  feel  all  the  difiSdenoe  which 
a  just  sense  of  its  difficulty  and  importance 
properly  inspires.  Bat,  having  submitted  to 
the  Senate  s  prq>osition  which,  if  adopted, 
would,  I  flatter  myself  exert  no  small  influence 
on  this  great  interest;  and  as  the  friends  of  the 
administration  (mysdf  among  the  nomber)  have 


been  accused  of  entertaining  visionary,  imprac- 
ticable, and  pernicious  notions  in  regwd  to  a  re- 
form of  the  currency,  I  must  beg  the  indolgenoe 
of  the  Senate  while  I  state,  with  as  much  precis- 
ion as  I  may,  the  views  of  that  reform  wnich  I 
entertain,  and  which  have  determined  the  stu^M 
of  the  proposition  now  under  their  consideration. 

In  discussing  the  question  of  a  reform  of  the 
currency,  it  is  necessary  to  settie  our  ideas 
clearly  as  to  two  things :  first,  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  end  to  be  aimed  at ;  secondly, 
the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  attained.  K  I 
am  asked,  what  is  the  end  I  propoee,  whether 
I  am  in  favor  of  a  specie  circulation  ezdasiTe- 
ly,  and  the  total  suppression  of  bank  papa*,  I 
answer,  No.  Even  if  such  an  object  were  de- 
sirable, it  is  plainly  impracticable.  In  the  pres- 
ent state  of  commercial  progress  and  refinement 
throughout  the  world,  it  would  probably  be  im- 
practicable anywhere ;  but  in  this  country,  and 
under  our  system  of  government  especially,  it 
is  obviously  wholly  unattainable.  Whether 
right  or  wrong,  we  &id  twenty-six  independent 
State  Legislatures  possessed  of  the  power  to 
create  bainking  corporationg.  Whatever  specu- 
lative doubts  may  exist  in  the  minds  of  some  as 
to  the  constitutional  validity  of  this  power,  th« 
States  now  actually  possess  and  exercise  it,  as 
they  have  invariably  done  from  the  foundation 
of  tiie  Government,  and  there  is  not  the  sUght- 
est  probability  that  they  will  ever  he  div^ted 
of  it.  In  every  sober  and  practical  scheme  of 
policy,  we  must  proceed  upon  the  assumption 
that  this  independent  State  pfwer  will  remain. 
How,  then,  can,  the  banking  system  be  sup- 
pressed by  this  'Government  t  Such'  a  notion, 
if  entertained  anywhere,  woal4  indeed  be  Uto- 
pian and  visionary. 

My  object,  then,  would  be.  not  the  destruction 
of  the  banking  system  and  the  total  suppres- 
sion of  bank  pi^wr,  but  an  efficient  regulation 
of  it,  and  its  rMtriction  to  safe  and  proper  limits ; 
-not  the  exclusive  use  of  specie  as  a  circulating 
medium,  but  such  a  substantial  enlargement 
and  general  diffusion  of  it  in  actual  circulation, 
as  would  make  it  the  practical  currency  of  com- 
mon life,  the  universal  medium  of  ordinary- 
transactions  ;  in  short,  the  money  of  the  farm- 
er, the  mechanic,  the  laborer,  and  the  trades- 
man ;  while  the  merchant  should  be  left  in  the 
eigoyment  of  the  fkoilities  of  a  sound  and  re- 
stricted p^ier  currency  for  his  larger  operations. 
Such  a  reformation  in  the  currency  as  thia 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  productive  of  the 
most  beneficial  results.  It  would  give  security 
to  the  industrious  classes  of  society  for  the  prod- 
ucts of  their  labor,  agl^st  the  casualties  in- 
cident to  the  pwer  system.  The  laborer,  in 
returning  to  the  bosom  of  his  family  from  his 
weekly  toil,  would  no  longer  find  his  slnmben 
broken  by  the  apprehension  that  the  hard  earn- 
ings of  the  weelc,  perhaps  the  accumulation  of 
long  years  of  honest  industry,  might  be  dissi- 
pated in  a  moment  by  the  explosion  of  a  bank, 
or  the  bursting  of  some  paper  bubble.  It 
would  give  security,  to  a  great  extent,  to  the 
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whole  body  of  the  oommnnitT'  against  tboee 
fsBitroas  floetoations  in  the  Tidne  of  property 
and  contracts,  which  arise  from  the  ebbs  and 
floirs  of  an  nnrestricted  paper  currency.  It 
would  give  security  to  the  bai»8  themselvea,  by 
providing  them,  in  the  daily  internal  circniation 
of  the  coimtry,  an  abnndant  and  accessible  Amd 
tat  recrotting  their  resources,  whenever  they 
■hoiild  be  exposed  to  an  extraordinary  pressure. 

This,  sir,  is  the  happy  state  of  things  we 
might  promise  ourselves  from  replacing  (as  it 
is  the  aim  of  the  proposition  which  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  submit  to  do)  all  bank  bills,  under 
the  denomination  of  twenty  dollars,  with  a 
nlid  circulation  of  gold  and  silver.  Is  there 
any  tiling  wild,  any  thing  visionary,  any  thing 
pernicious,  in  such  a  system  of  currency  as 
thist  It  has  the  sanction,  Mr.  President,  of 
the  profoundest  writers  on  questions  of  politi- 
eil  economy,  and  has  received  the  practical 
went  of  the  wisest  nations.  I  am  well  aware 
that  it  would  ill  become  me  to  present  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate  any  scheme  which 
WIS  not  thus  tested  and  approved.  Of  all  the 
writers  who  have  treated  and  examined  qnes- 
tbns  of  this  character,  none  possess  so  high  an 
anthority  as  the  author  of  the  "  Wealth  of  Na- 
tions." It  has  been  well  and  justiy  said  that 
Adam  Smith  had  done  for  the  science  of  politi- 
cal economy  what  Bacon  and  Newton  had  done 
for  physical  science,  and  Sydney  and  Locke  for 
the  scioice  <A  government  and  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  civil  and  political  liberty.  His 
work,  appearing  oontemporaneously  with  the 
American  Revolution,  was  deeply  imbued  with 
the  free  ^irit  and  the  large  and  vigorous  thought 
irt>ich  eo  remarkably  distinguished  that  great 
era.  He  came  forth  as  the  zealous  and  powerful 
champion  of  free  trade,  the  inflexible  opponent  of 
BODopdy  and  restriction,  in  all  their  multiplied 
fitrnis,  the  ardent  advocate  of  every  thing  that 
i*  liberal,  generous,  and  popular,  in  the  institu- 
tioDs  of  society  and  the  intercourse  of  nations. 
Ko  work  has  ever  exercised  so  large  an  infiu- 
(oce  for  good  on  the  policy  and  destiny  of  na- 
tions; and  none,  I  am  sure,  considering  the 
stanp  (rf  Kberty  as  well  as  wisdom  impressed 
upon  it.  is  better  entitied  to  the  respect  of  an 
•esembly  of  American  legislators.  Adam  Smith, 
by  a  strange  mistake,  has  been  held  np,  rather 
opprobriowly,  as  the  advocate  of  a  paper  system 
—as  the  founder,  in  fact,  of  the  paper  school  I 
Kr,  there  can  be  no  greater  mistake  than  this. 
WbQe  he  recosnized  the  utility  of  a  judicious 
l^stem  of  banldng,  in  liberating  and  putting 
into  productive  employment  capital  which 
would  otherwise  remain  dead  and  inactive,  and 
die  facilities  it  is  calculated  to  afford  to  com- 
merce, he  yet  inosts  that  the  general  oircnla- 
&>n  of  the  country  sIy>Dld  be  gold  and  silver. 

As  the  general  principles  he  has  ItaA  down 
<a  the  subjects  of  banlnng  and  currency  oon- 
fope  still  to  be  appealed  to  by  the  enlightened 
writers  who  have  followed  him,  as  affording 
the  soundest  exporiticm  of  those  subjects,  what- 
ever modiflcationa  of  sabordinate  points  may 
Tm.  XQL— 7 


have  been  made  by  subeequent  inquirers,  I  will 
give  to  the  Senate,  and  prmcipally  in  the  words 
of  Adam  Smith  himself,  an  ontiine  of  bis  qra- 
tem  of  currency.  After  speaking  of  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  expected  from  a  judicions  and 
properly  conducted  system  of  banking,  he  says 
expressly,  that  "  the  commerce  and  industry  of 
a  country  are  not  so  secure  when  suspend^  as 
it  were,  on  the  Daedalian  wings  of  paper  money, 
as  when  they  .travel  about  on  the  solid  gronnd 
of  gold  and  silver."  He  says,  therefore,  it  is 
the  policy  of  wise  Governments  "  to  guard,  not 
only  against  that  excessive  multiplication  of 
p^ier  money  which  ruins  the  very  banks  which 
issue  it,  but  even  against  that  multiplication  of  it 
which  enables  tJiem  to  fill  the  greater  part  ot 
the  oircnlation  of  the  country  with  it."  He 
then  proceeds  to  show  that  "  the.eironlation  of 
every  country  may  be  considered  as  divided 
into  two  different  branches :  the  circulation  of 
the  dealers  with  one  another,  and  the  circula- 
tion between  the  dealers  and  consumers."  Hia 
next  position  is,  "  that  paper  money  may  be  so 
regulated  as  either  to  cc«mne  itself  very  mnoh 
to  the  circulation  between  the  different  dealers, 
or  to  extend  itself  likewise  to  a  great  part  of 
that  between  the  dealers  and  consumers."  The 
regulation  is  eflboted  by  fixing  the  denomina- 
tion of  the  notes  permitted  to  be  issued.  "  It 
were  better,"  he  adds,  "  that  no  bank  notes 
were  issued  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom  for  a 
smaller  sum  than  five  pounds.  P^ter  money 
would  then  confine  itself  to  the  circulation  b^ 
tween  the  different  dealers ; "  and  where  this 
is  the  case,  he  says,  "  there  is  always  plenty  of 
gold  and  silver."  "  But  where  it  extends  itself 
to  a  considerable  part  of  the  circulation  l>etweea 
dealers  and  consumers,  it  banishes  gold  and  sil- 
ver almost  entirely  trom  the  country."  The 
system  of  Adam  Smitih,  then,  resolves  itself 
into  this :  that  the  circulation  between  dealer 
and  dealer  may  be  of  paper,  but  that  the  oiron- 
lation  between  dealer  and  consumer  should  be 
of  the  precious  metals ;  that  this  result  ought 
to  be  secured  by  prohibiting  the  issne  of  buik 
notes  for  a  less  sum  than  five  pounds,  and  that, 
if  such  a  restriction  be  adopted,  there  "  will 
always  be  plenty  of  gold  and  silver  "  in  ciron- 
lation,  performing  all  the  ofiBces  of  exchange  in 
the  "  ordinary  transactions  "  of  society,  while 
the  use  of  paper  would  be  confined  to  com- 
mercial operations  of  a  larger  scale.  Insteadi 
of  being  the  advocate,  for  less  the  fonnder,  ot 
an  unr^tricted  piuper  system,  he  urges  the  neces- 
sity of  confining  it  to  commercial  accommoda- 
tion in  the  larger  transactions  between  dealer 
and  dealer.  He  is  in  favor  of  the  suppcession 
of  all  bank  notes  under  five  pounds  ;  whereby 
gold  and  silver  will  fill  the  ordinary  channels 
of  oircnlati<»i,  and  become,  in  fact,  the  oommoo 
practical  currency  of  the  country. 

But  this  system  does  not  rest  on  the  anthori- 
ty of  Adam  toith  alone.  Not  to  mention  the 
illustrious  aamea  or  the  policpr  of  other  enlight- 
ened nations  in  support  of  it,  it  has  received 
tiie  Buocessive  sauobon  of  »  long  line  of  tiie 
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ablest  practical  statesmen  in  England.  It  is  a 
remarkable  fact,  that  the  great  work  of  Adam 
&nitii  having  appeared  in  1776,  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  in  the  very  next  year,  passed 
a  law  prohibiting  all  bankers  from  issuing  notes 
under  the  denomination  of  five  pounds.  Tliis 
oontinned  to  be  the  legislative  policy  of  that 
country  till  the  memonS>le  year  of  1797,  when, 
in  consequence  of  the  exigencies  and  embarrass- 
ments of  that  tremendous  conflict,  .growing  out 
(^  Uie  French  revolution,  which  desolated  and 
oonTuIsed  Europe  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
the  Bank  of  England,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Government,  suspended  specie  payments ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  resorted  to  an  issue  of  one- 
pound  and  two-pound  notes.  As  soon,  how- 
ever, as  the  war  was  at  an  end,  and  the  country 
was  in  a  situation  to  admit  of  the  resumption 
of  specie  payments  by  the  bank,  the  enlighten- 
ed statesmen  of  England  recurred  to  the  pro- 
hibition of  all  notes  nnder  the  denomination 
of  five  pounds.  This  retam  to  a  sound  policy, 
however,  was  not  accomplished,  nor  has  it  been 
maintained,  without  eaoountering  a  strenuous 
and  persevering  opporitaon. 

There  is  something  so  instructive  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  reform  of  the  currency  in  England, 
that  it  deserves  to  be  traced  somewhat  more  in 
debuL  In  1819,  a  law  was  passed  directing  a 
complete  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
the  bank  in  three  years,  to  wit,  in  1822 ;  and 
at  the  sam^  time  it  was  enacted  that  in  two 
years  after,  to  wit,  in  1824,  all  small  notes  un- 
der the  denomination  of  five  pounds  should  be 
prohibited.  The  first  provinon  was  carried 
fully  into  effect  at  the  designated  period ;  but 
such  was  the  influence  of  the  country  bankers, 
and  otiier  associated  interests,  that,  before  the 
appointed  time  for  the  suppression  of  the  small, 
notes  arrived,  the  latter  provision  was  repealed, 
and  the  final  snppresdon  of  the  small  notee 
was  adjourned  to  188S.  the  year  of  the  expira- 
tion of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
Bat  the  great  commercial  convulsion  of  1826, 
which  swept  banks,  merchants,  farmers,  every 
thing,  befor^it,  with  the  destructive  tarj  of  a 
tornado,  soon  after  occurred,  and  forcibly  ad- 
monished British  statesmen  of  the  necessity  of 
seeking  a  remedy — ^in  part,  at  least — in  a  more 
solid  constitution  of  their  currency.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  beginning  of  1826,  Lord  Liverpool 
and  Mr.  Robinson,  the  one  the  first  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  the  other  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
oheqner,  introdnoed  and  carried  a  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  prohibition,  after  April,  1829,  of  all 
small  notes  nnder  the  denomination  of  five 
pounds.  This  law  was  stoutly  and  zealonsly 
opposed  at  the  time  of  its  enactment,  and  re- 
peated attempts  were  subsequently  made  to 
procure  ita  repeal,  before  the  period  fixed  for 
Its  operation.  But  these  eflTorts  were  happily 
unavuling ;  and  the  doctrine  of  Adam  Smith, 
in  regard  to  the  prohibition  of  all  notes  under 
the  denomination  of  five  pounds,  re-established 
in  1829,  after  experiencing  the  bitter  fhiits  of 
a  temporary  departure  from  it,  may  now  be 


considered  as  the  final  and  settled  policy  of  the 
British  Grovemment.  It  has  received  the  sanc- 
tion and  support  of  her  ablest  statesmen — of 
Liverpool,  of  Peel,  of  Canning,  of  Huskisson,  of 
Brougham,  of  WeDington — all  of  whom,  upon 
the  folleet  experience  and  conaderation,  have, 
from  time  to  time,  borne  their  testimony  to  the 
value  and  importance  of  this  essential  restric- 
tion upon  a  paper  circulation. 

And  what  has  been  the  result  in  practice? 
Why,  to  give  to  the  people  of  England  virtoally 
a  metallio  currency ;  for  gold  and  ulver  form 
there  the  daily  habitual  m^ium  of  all  ordinaiy 
transactions.  A  bank  note,  except  on  speciid 
oocarions,  is  a  sort  of  phenomenon.  On  this 
point  we  have  precise  information.  It  appears, 
from  statistical  returns  referred  to  by  the  Chan- 
o^or  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, a  few  years  ago,  that  the  amount  of  gold 
then  in  circulation  was  twenty-two  millions  ot 
pounds  sterling,  and  of  silver  eight  millions  of 
pounds  sterling.  I  do  not  spe^  of  gold  and 
silver  locked  up  in  the  vaults  of  banks;  bnt 
of  that  which  passes  daily  from  hand  to  hand, 
in  the  ordinaiy  transactions  of  business.  Mr. 
Gallatin,  in  his  instructive  pamphlet  <»  the 
cnrrency,  published  in  1880,  states  the  metallio 
circulation  of  England  at  precisely  the  same 
amount.  Allowing  nothing  for  any  axigmenta- 
tion  since,  the  people  of  England  have,  then, 
an  actual  circulating  medium  of  gold  and  silver 
to  the  amount  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifly 
millions  of  dollans.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  (who,  doubtless,  has  access  to  the 
most  authentic  sources  of  information  on  the 
subject,)  in  his  annual  report  at  the  commeno»- 
ment  of  the  session,  states  the  whole  paper 
circulation  of  EngUmd,  at  this  time,  at  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two  millions  of  dollars.  We 
may,  therefore,  conclade  that  what  Mr.  Galladn 
says,  in  the  pamphlet  thus  referred  to,  is  sub- 
stantially correct — ^that,  "  by  the  suppresuon  of 
all  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  £6  steriing, 
the  amount  of  the  circulating  metallic  ourrenoy 
in  England  has  become  eqosl  to  that  of  bank 
notes  of  every  description."  One-half  of  the 
entire  circulation  consists  of  gold  and  silver, 
constantiy  passing  from  hand  to  hand,  ana 
performing  all  the  ofSoes  of  exchange  in  the 
ordinary  bnsmess  of  life,  and  thus  forming,  in 
fact,  the  practical  cnrrency  of  the  country.  It 
is  this  large  infusion  of  the  precions  metals 
which  has  preserved  the  currency  of  England, 
in  the  main,  in  a  healthy  condition,  under  a 
system  of  banking  which  her  prime,  minister 
Umself  (Lord  Liverpool,)  in  1826,  pronounced 
to  be,  in  other  respects,  "  the  most  insecure^ 
the  most  rotten,  the  very  worst,  which  it  is 
possible  to  conceive." 

It  is  this  abnndant  supply  of  the  precions 
metals,  filling  and  satnrating  the  ordinary  chan- 
nels of  circnlation,  which  I  desire  to  see 
brought  about  in  our  own  country.  That  is 
the  end  to  be  aimed  at.  What  are  the  means 
by  which  it  is  to  be  accomplidied  ?  We  have 
seen  that  in  En^^d  it  has  been  aooomplished 
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by  the  prohibWcm  of  all  bank  notes  of  a  less 
dMiomination  than  £5.  Similar  means  will, 
doabtle»,  accomplish  the  same  end  here ;  and, 
I  mniit  add,  nothing  else  will.  It  ia  in  vain  to 
expect  to  bring  gold  and  silver  coins  into  cir- 
cnlation,  without  a  previons  suppression  of  all 
notes  (k  oorresponaing  denominations.  The 
reason  is  obrions.  If  there  exist  in  any  country 
two  distinct  currencies,  both  of  them  answer- 
ing equally  wdl  the  purposes  of  domestic  cir- 
duation,  but  one  of  them  possessing  only  a 
local  Wne,  co&fined  to  the  country  of  its  emis- 
sion, while  the  other  has  a  universal  and 
equal  yalne  throughout  the  world,  the  latter 
wul  neoeasarily  go  abroad  into  the  commerce 
«f  the  wotld,  in  quest  of  the  riches  and  produc- 
tions of  foreign  nations,  leaving  the  former  at 
home  to  perform  an  office  which  it  does  equally 
as  well,  though  it  would  be  wholly  without  use 
at  value  abroad.  The  total  incompatibility, 
tfaerrfore,  of  a  paper  and  metallic  currency  of 
the  same  denominations,  has  grown  into  an 
axiom.  Edmund  Burke,  (whose  sagacity  in 
questions  of  this  sort  is  well  known,)  at  the 
memorable  period  of  the  bill  brought  forward 
by  Mr.  I^tt  for  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
menbs  by  tiie  Bank  of  England,  in  1797,  in  a 
letter  written  during  his  last  illness  to  Mr. 
Oaimfaig,  which  the  latter  gentieman  brought 
nKHt  touchin^y  to  the  notice  of  the  House  of 
.  Oommona,  in  a  debate  of  great  interest  and 
instmcticm,  on  this  whole  subject,  at  a  much 
more  recent  period,  (1826,)  used  these  memo- 
ntUe  words :  "  Tell  Mr.  Ktt  that,  if  he  consents 
to  the  larae  of  one-pound  notes,  he  will  never 
see  a  guinea  again."  The  prophecy,  sir,  became 
history.  No  one  saw  a  guinea  in  circulation  in 
England  while  the  bank  continued  the  issue  of 
one-ponnd  notes. 

In  182&  when  a  great  struggle  again  took 
phoe  in  tiie  British  Parliament,  on  the  final 
eopsMMMtton  of  the  effort  to  restore  a  metallic 
CBrreney,  tibere  was  not  a  single  distingniahed 
man  who  did  not  bear  his  testimony  to  the 
tmth  of  Mr.  Burke's  axiom.  The  Ohancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  said,  on  that  occasion,  "there 
was  a  natival  antipathy  between  the  one-ponnd 
note  and  the  sovereign.  They  would  not  exist 
together,  for  the  note  soon  drove  the  sovereign 
<mt  ^  drcolation."  The  Duke  of  Wellington, 
who  was  eminentiy  a  practical  man,  and  spoke 
from  the  teachings  <k  experience,  said  "the 
experience  of  the  last  few  years  had  proved  the 
truth  of  the  theory,  that  one-pound  notes  and 
gold  sovereigns  would  not  circulate  at  the  same 
1»ne.  If  yon  are  to  have  gold  in  circulation, 
you  cannot  have  one-pound  notes."  Mr.  Hns- 
kisBon,  whose  fiuniliarity  with  questions  of  this 
sort  waa  the  result  of  profound  studies,  as  well 
as  matored  experience,  said,  still  more  point^- 
ly,  "when  the  paper  is  let  in,  the  gold  will  dis- 
q»pear.  They  might  vote  the  money,  they 
adg^t  coin  it,  but  how  could  they  retam  it  in 
tiie  oomitry  ?  "  This  remark  applies  most  forci- 
bly to  our  present  ritnation.  We  have  voted 
the  mi^idBo  money,  we  have  coined  it,  but  it 


will  not  circulate.  Since  we  corrected,  by  law, 
the  nnder-valnation  of  the  gold  coins,  (1>ut  little 
more  than  two  years  ago,)  the  quantity  of  gold 
in  the  country,  according  to  the  late  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  has 
increased  fifteen  millions.  We  have  coined  at 
our  own  mint,  within  that  time,  according  to 
the  same  authority,  ten  miUions  of  gold.  But 
where  is  it?  In  the  vaults  of  the  iMuiks,  or 
hoarded  by  individuals  I  and  we  shall  never  see 
it  in  circniation  until  we  have  opened  the  way 
for  it  by  a  previous  suppreasion  of  the  small 
notes.  If  we  mean  to  do  any  thing  practical 
and  effectual  for  introducing  a  more  general 
circniation  of  specie,  we  must  begin  at  the 
right  end,  by  first  putting  down  the  small-note 
circniation. 

WKDiiB8DA.T,  Jannaty  11. 
Mr.  Kent  presented  the  credentials  of  Jobh 
H.  Spxnob,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  Mary- 
land a  Senator  from  that  State,  to  fill  the  place 
vacated  by  the  death  of  Hon.  R.  H.  Golos- 
BOBOtran,  till  the  4th  of  March  next. 

Texa*  Independence. 

Mr.  Waikkb  submitted  the  following  reecdn- 
tion,  which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  for  con* 
aderatiou : 

Jiaoltnd,  TlMt  the  State  of  Texas  having  estab- 
lished md  milntained  an  independent  Government, 
c^Mble  of  performing  those  duties,  foreign  and 
domestic,  wiiioh  appertain  to  indepwideDt  Govern- 
ments, and  it  appearing  that  there  Is  no  longer  any 
reasonable  proipecX  of  the  successful  prosecution  of 
the  irar  by  Ifexico  against  tlie  said  State,  it  is  ex- 
pedient and  proper,  and  in  perfect  conformit;  with  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  the  practice  of  this  Government 
in  like  cases,  that  tihe  independent  political  existence 
of  said  State  be  acknowledged  by  the  QoTenment  of 
Hie  United  States." 


THUBSDa.T,  January  12. 
Eijmnfinff  BttolnHon, 
[The  resolution  and  the  preamble  were  the  same 
which  had  been  presented  at  the  previooa  session, « 
and  whidi  it  ia  annecessary  to  repeat] 

The  resolution  and  preamble  having  been 
read,  Mr.  Bkntoh  said :  Mr.  President,  it  is  now 
near  three  years  since  the  resolve  was  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  which  it  is  my  present  motion 
to  expunge  from  the  jonmal.  At  the  moment 
that  this  resolve  was  adopted,  I  gave  notice  of 
my  intention  to  move  to  expunge  it ;  and  then 
expressed  my  confident  belief  that  the  motion 
would  eventually  prevail.  That  expression  of 
confidence  was  not  an  ebnllition  of  vanity,  or 
a  presnmptuons  calculation,  intended  to  accel- 
erate the  event  it  affected  to  foretelL  It  was 
not  a  vain  boast,  or  an  idle  assumption,  but 
was  the  result  of  a  deep  conviction  of  the  in- 
justice done  President  Jackson,  and  a  thorough 
reliance  upon  the  justice  of  the  American  peo- 
ple.   I  felt  that  the  President  had  been  wrong- 
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ed;  and  mj  heart  told  me  that  this  wrong 
woold  be  redressed.  The  event  proves  that  I 
was  not  mistaken.  The  qnestion  of  ezpongiog 
this  resolution  has  been  carried  to  the  people, 
and  their  decision  has  been  had  upon  it.  They 
decide  in  favor  of  the  expurgation ;  and  their 
decision  has  been  both  made  and  manifested, 
and  coipmnnicated  to  ns  in  a  great  variety  of 
ways.  A  great  number  of  States  have  expressly 
instructed  their  Senators  to  vote  for  this  ex- 
purgation. A  very  great  mi^rity  of  the  States 
bave  elected  Senators  and  Bepresentatives  to 
Congress,  upon  the  express  ground  of  favoring 
this  expnrgation.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  took  the  initiative  in  the  accusa- 
tion against  the  President,  and  foniished  the 
material  and  worked  the  machinery  which  was 
used  against  him,  and  which  was  then  so 
powerful  on  this  floor,  has  become  more  and 
more  odious  to  the  public  mind,  and  musters 
now  but  a  slender  phalanx  of  friends  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress.  The  late  presidential 
election  fomishes  i^ditional  evidence  of  public 
sentiment  The  candidate  who  was  the  fiiend 
of  President  Jackson,  the  supporter  of  hia  ad- 
ministration, and  the  avowed  advocate  for  the 
expurgation,  has  received  a  large  m^ority  of 
tiie  soffi-ages  of  the  whole  Union,  and  that  after 
an  express  declaration  of  his  sentiments  on 
this  precise  point.  The  evidence  of  the  public 
will,  exhibited  in  all  these  forms,  is  too  mani- 
fest to  be  mistaken,  too  explicit  to  require  illna- 
tration,  and  too  imperative  to  be  disregjarded. 
Omitting  details  and  specific  enumeration  of 
proofs,  I  refer  to  our  own  files  for  the  instruc- 
tions to  expunge — to  the  complexion  of  the  two 
Houses  for  the  temper  of  the  people— to  the 
denationalized  condition  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  for  the  fate  of  the  imperious 
accuser — and  to  the  issue  of  the  presidential 
election  for  the  answer  of  the  Union.  All 
these  are  pregnant  proofs  of  the  public  will ; 
and  the  last  pre-eminently  so— because  both 
the  question  of  the  expurgation  and  the  form 
of  the  process  were  directly  put  in  issue  upon 
it.  A  representative  of  the  people  from  the 
State  of  Kentucky  formally  interrogated  a 
^prominent  candidate  for  the  presidency  on  these 
points,  and  required  from  him  a  public  answer, 
for  tiie  information  of  the  public  mind.  The 
answer  was  given,  and  published,  and  read  by 
all  the  voters  before  the  election ;  and  I  deem 
it  right  to  refer  to  that  answer  in  this  ^lace, 
not  only  as  evidence  of  the  points  put  in  issue, 
but  also  for  the  purpose  of  doin^  more  ample 
justice  to  President  Jackson,  by  mcorporating 
into  the  legislative  history  of  this  case  the  high 
and  honorable  testimony  in  his  favor  of  the 
eminent  citizen  who  has  just  been  exalted  to 
the  lofty  honors  of  the  American  presidency : 

"  Tour  last  question  seeks  to  know  '  my '  opinion 
as  to  the  constitatioiul  power  of  the  Senate  or  House 
of  BepiesentatiTes  to  expunge  or  obliterate  from 
the  joomals  the  proceedings  of  a  previous  session. 

"  Tou  will,  I  am  sure,  be  satiisfied,  upon  further 
condderation,  that  there  are  but  few  questions  of  ^ 


political  diaiacter  leas  connected  with  the  duties  of 
the  ofSoe  of  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  or 
that  might  not  with  equal  propriety  be  put  by  an 
elector  to  a  candidate  for  that  station,  than  tfaia 
With  the  Jonmak  of  neither  House  of  Congress  can 
he  property  bare  any  thing  to  do.  But  as  your 
question  lias  doubtiess  been  mduced  by  the  pendency 
of  Colonel  Benton's  resolutions  to  expunge  ftom 
the  journals  of  the  Senate  certain  other  reciohiti<BB 
toadiing  the  official  conduct  of  President  Jadnoa, 
I  prefer  to  say  that  I  regard  the  passage  of  Ooknel 
Benton's  preamble  and  reeolutioos  to  be  an  act  of 
justice  to  a  iaithfU  and  greatly  injured  public  atr 
vant,  not  only  constitutional  In  itself  but  impoiously 
demanded  by  a  proper  req>ect  for  the  wdl-known 
will  of  the  people." 

I  do  not  propose,  sir,  to  draw  violent,  un- 
warranted, or  strained  inferences.  I  do  not 
assume  to  say  that  the  question  of  this  expnr- 
gation was  a  leading  or  a  controlling  point  in  the 
issue  of  this  election.  I  do  not  assume  to  say, 
or  insinuate,  that  every  individual,  and  every 
voter,  delivered  his  snffi-age  with  reference  to 
this  question.  Doubtless  there  were  many 
exceptions.  Still,  the  triumphant  eleetioa  <n 
the  candidate  who  had  expressed  himself  in  the 
terms  just  quoted,  and  wno  was,  besides,  the 
personal  and  political  friend  of  President  Jack- 
son, and  the  avowed  approver  of  his  adminis- 
tration, must  be  admitted  to  a  place  among  the 
proo&  m  this  case,  and  ranked  among  the  high 
concurring  evidencea  of  the  public  sentimmt 
in  &vor  of  the  motion  which  I  make. 

Assuming,  then,  that  we  have  asoertuned 
the  will  of  the  people  on  this  great  qnestioo, 
the  inquiry  presenta  itself  how  far  the  expres- 
sion of  that  will  ought  to  be  condnsive  or  o«r 
action  here.  I  hold  that  it  onght  to  be  binding 
and  obligatory  upon  us ;  and  that,  not  only 
npon  the  principles  of  representative  govern- 
ment, which  require  obe^ence  to  the  known 
wUl  of  the  people,  but  also  in  craiforDiity  to 
the  prindples  upon  which  the  proceeding 
against  President  Jackson  was  conducted,  when 
the  sentence  against  him  was  adopted.  Then, 
every  thing  was  done  with  special  reference  to 
the  will  of  the  people.  Th^ir  impulsion  was 
assumed  to  be  the  sole  motive  to  action,  and 
to  them  the  ultimate  verdict  was  expresdy 
referred.  The  whole  machinery  of  alanu  and 
pressure,  every  engine  of  political  and  moneyed 
power,  was  put  in  motion,  and  worked  for 
many  months,  to  exdte  the  people  agwnst  the 
President,  and  to  stir  up  meetings,  memorials, 
petitions,  travelling  committees, ,  and  distress 
deputations,  agiunst  him ;  and  each  symptom 
of  popular  discontent  was  hailed  as  an  evidence 
of  public  will,  and  quoted  here  as  proof  that 
the  people  demanded  the  condemnation  of  the 
President.  Not  only  legislative  assemblies, 
and  memorials  ih)m  Uu^  assemblies,  were  then 

Erodnced  here  as  evidence  of  public  opinion, 
ut  the  petitions  of  boys  under  age,  the  re- 
monstrances of  a  few  signers,  and  the  reeults  of 
the  most  inconsiderable  elections,  were  osten- 
tatiously paraded  and  naagnifled  as  the  evidenoe 
(tf  the  sovereign  will  of  oar  oonstitaents.   Thus, 
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or,  the  pablio  yoice  was  every  thing,  while  that 
Toice  partUllj  obtained  through  political  and 
pecnniary  machinations,  was  adverse  to  the 
President.  Then,  the  popular  will  was  the 
shrine  at  -which  all  worshipped.  Now,  when 
that  wUl  is  regolarlj,  soberly,  repeatedly,  ^and 
almost  nniversmly,  expressed  throagh  the  ballot- 
boxes,  at  the  varioTis  elections,  and  tnms  ont 
to  be  in  favor  of  the  President,  certainly  no 
one  can  disregtud  it,  nor  otherwise  look  at  it 
than  as  tbe  solemn  verdict  of  the  competent 
and  ultimate  tribonal,  upon  an  issue  fairly  made 
up,  fiillj  argued,  and  doly  submitted  for  decis- 
ion. As  such  verdict,  I  receive  it.  As  the 
deliberate  verdict  of  the  sovereign  people,  I  bow 
to  it.  I  am  content  I  do  not  mean  to  reopen 
tJie  case,  nor  to  recommence  the  argument.  I 
leave  that  work  to  others,  if  any  others  choose 
to  perform  it.  For  myself,  I  am  content ;  and. 
dispensing  with  further  argument,  I  shall  call 
for  judgment,  and  ask  to  have  execution  done 
upon  that  unhappy  journal,  which  the  verdict 
of  millions  of  freemen  finds  guilty  of  bearing 
on  its  face  an  untrue,  illegal,  and  unconstitu- 
tional sentence  of  condemnation  against  the 
^)proved  President  of  the  republic. 

But,  while  declining  to  reopen  the  argument 
of  Uu8  qaestion,  and  refusing  to  tread  over 
again  the  trround  already  traversed,  there  is 
another  and  a  different  task  to  perform ;  one 
which  the  approaching  termination  of  President 
Jackson's  administration  makes  peculiarly  prop- 
er at  this  timo,  and  which  it  is  my  pnvilege, 
and  perhaps  my  duty,  to  execute,  as  being  the 
suitable  conclusion  to  the  arduous  contest  in 
which  we  have  been  so  long  engaged :  I  allude 
to  the  general  tenor  of  his  administration,  and 
to  its  elect,  for  good  or  for  evil,  upon  the  con- 
dition of  his  country.  This  is  the  proper  time  for 
such  a  view  to  be  taken.  The  political  existence 
of  this  great  man  now  draws  to  a  close.  In 
little  more  than  forty  days  he  ceases  to  be  a 
public  character.  In  a  few  brief  weeks  he 
ceases  to  be  an  object  of  political  hope  to  any, 
and  dioold  cease  to  be  an  object  of  political  hate, 
or  envy,  to  aU.  Whatever  of  motive  the  servile 
and  time-serving  might  have  found  in  his  exalted 
station  for  raising  the  altar  of  adulation,  and 
bnming  the  incense  of  praise  before  him,  that 
motive  can  no  longer  exist.  The  dispenser 
of  the  patronage  of  an  empire — the  cluef  of 
this  great  confederacy  of  States — is  soon  to  bo 
a  private  individual,  stripped  of  all  power  to 
reward  or  to  punish.  His  own  thoughts,  as  he 
has  shown  ua  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
that  message  which  is  to  be  the  last  of  its  kind 
that  we  shall  ever  receive  from  him,  are  direct- 
ed to  that  beloved  retirement  from  which  he 
was  drawn  by  the  voice  of  millions  of  freemen, 
and  to  which  he  now  looks  for  that  interval  of 
repose  which  age  and  infirmities  require.  Under 
these  drcumstances,  he  ceases  to  be  a  subject 
for  the  ebullition  of  the  passions,  and  passes 
into  a  character  for  the  contemplation  of  his- 
tory. Historically,  then,  shall  I  view  him ;  and, 
lindtang  this  view  to  his  civil  administration,  I 


demand  where  is  there  a  chief  magistrate  of 
whom  so  much  evil  has  been  predicted,  and 
from  whom  so  much  good  has  come  t  Never 
has  any  man  entered  upon  the  chief  magistracy 
of  a  country  under  such  appalling  predictions 
of  min  and  woe  1  never  has  any  one  been  so 
pursued  with  direful  prognostications!  Never 
has  any  one  been  so  beset  and  impeded  by  a 
powerftil  combination  of  political  and  moneyed 
confederates  1  Never  has  any  one  in  any  coun- 
try, where  the  administration  of  Justice  has 
risen  above  the  knife  or  the  bow-string,  been 
so  lawlessly  and  shamelessly  tried  and  con- 
demned by  rivals  and  enemies,  without  hearing, 
without  defence,  without  the  forms  of  law  or 
jnsticel  History  has  been  ransacked  to  find 
examples  of  tyrants  sufficiently  odious  to  illus- 
trate Mm  by  comparison.  Lsjiguage  has  been 
tortured  to  find  epithets  sufficiently  strong  to 
paint  him  in  description.  Imagination  has 
oeen  exhausted  in  her  efforts  to  deck  him  with 
revolting  and  inhnman  attributes.  Tyrant 
despot,  usurper ;  destroyer  of  the  liberties  of 
his  country ;  rash,  ignorant,  imbecile ;  endan- 
gering the  public  peace  with  all  foreign  nations; 
destroying  domestic  prosperity  at  home ;  ruin- 
ing all  industry,  all  commerce,  all  manufacto- 
ries ;  annihilating  confidence  between  man  and 
man ;  delivering  up  the  streets  of  populous  cities 
to  grass  and  weeds,  and  the  wharves  of  com- 
mercial towns  to  the  encumbrance  of  decaying 
vessels,  depriving  labor  of  all  reward ;  depriving 
industry  of  all  employment ;  destroying  tne  cur- 
Tenoy ;  plunging  an  innocent  and  happy  people 
from  the  summit  of  felicity  to  the  ctepths  of 
misery,  want,  and  despair.  Such  is  the  faint  out- 
line, followed  up  by  actual  condemnation,  of  the 
appalling  denunciations  daily  uttered  against 
this  one  man,  from  the  moment  he  became  an 
object  of  political  competition,  down  to  the 
concluding  moment  of  his  political  existence. 

The  sacred  voice  of  inspiration  has  told  us 
that  there  is  a  time  for  all  things.  There  cer- 
tainly has  been  a  time  for  every  evil  that  human 
nature  admits  of  to  be  vaticinated  of  President 
Jackson's  administration ;  equally  certain,  the 
time  has  now  come  for  all  rational  and  well- 
disposed  people  to  compare  the  predictions  with 
the  facts,  and  to  ask  themselves  if  these  calami- 
tous prognostications  have  been  verified  by 
events  f  Have  we  peace,  or  war,  with  foreign 
nations  t  Certainly,  we  have  peace  I  peace 
with  all  the  world  I  peace  with  all  its  benign, 
and  felicitous,  and  beneficent  influences!  Are 
we  respected  or  despised  abroad?  Certainly 
the  American  name  never  was  more  honored 
throughout  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  than 
in  this  very  moment  Do  we  hear  of  indig- 
nity or  outrage  in  any  quarter  ?  of  merchants 
robbed  in  foreign  ports  ?  of  vessels  searched  on 
the  high  seas  ?  of  American  citizens  impressed 
into  foreign  service?  of  the  national  flag  in- 
sulted anywhere?  On  the  contrary,  we  see 
former  wrongs  repaired ;  no  new  ones  inflicted. 
France  pays  twenty-five  millions  of  francs  for 
spoliations  committed  thirty  years  ago ;  Naples 
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pays  two  milliona  one  hundred  thousand  ducats 
ibr  wrongs  of  the  same  date ;  Denmark  pays 
f&x.  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  rizdollars  for 
wrongs  done  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago ;  Spdn 
engages  to  pay  twelve  millions  of  reals  velon 
for  injuries  of  fifteen  years'  date ;  and  Portu- 
gal, the  last  in  the  list  of  former  aggressors, 
admits  her  liability,  and  only  waits  the  adjust- 
ment of  details  to  close  her  account  by  ade- 
quate indemnity.  8o  far  from  war,  insult,  con- 
tempt, and  spoliation,  from  abroad,  this  de- 
nounced admmistration  has  been  the  season  of 
peace  and  good  will,  and  the  auspicious  era  of 
universal  reparation.  So  far  f^om  suffering 
injury  at  the  hands  of  foreign  powers,  our 
merchants  have  received  indemmties  for  all' 
former  injuries.  It  has  been  the  day  of  ac- 
counting, of  settlement,  and  of  retribution. 
The  long  list  of  arrearages,  extending  through 
four  gnocessive  previous  administrations,  has 
been  dosed  and  settled  up.  The  wrongs  done 
to  commerce  for  thirty  years  back,  and  under 
■0  many  different  Presidents,  and  indemnities 
withheld  from  all,  have  been  repaired  and  paid 
over  under  the  beneficent  and  glorious  adminis- 
tration of  President  Jackson.  But  one  angle 
instance  of  outrage  has  occurred,  and  that  at 
the  extremities  of  the  world,  and  by  a  piratical 
horde,  amenable  to  no  law  but  the  law  of 
force.  The  Malays  of  Sumatra  committed  a 
robbery  and  massacre  upon  an  American  vesseL 
Wretches  I  they  did  not  then  know  that  Jack- 
son was  Premdent  of  the  United  States  I  and 
that  no  distance,  no  time,  no  idle  ceremonial 
of  treating  with  robbers  and  assassins,  was  to 
hold  back  the  arm  of  justice.  Commodore 
Downes  went  oat  His  cannon  and  his  bayo- 
nets struck  the  outlaws  in  their  den.  Tney 
paid  in  terror  and  in  blood  for  the  outrage  whidi 
was  committed ;  and  the  great  lesson  was  taught 
to  these  distant  pirates — to  our  antipodes  them- 
selves— that  not  even  the  entire  diameter  of 
this  globe  could  protect  them  I  and  that  the 
name  of  American  citizen,  like  that  of  Roman 
citizen  in  the  great  days  of  the  republic  and 
of  the  empire,  was  to  be  the  inviolable  pass- 
port of  all  that  wore  it  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  the  habitable  world. 

At  home  the  most  gratifying  picture  presents 
itself  to  the  view :  the  pubho  debt  paid  off; 
taxes  reduced  one-half;  the  completion  of  the 
public  defences  systematically  commenced ;  the 
compact  with  Georgia,  nncomplied  with  since 
1802,  now  carried  into  effect,  and  her  soil  ready 
to  be  freed,  as  her  jurisdiction  has  been  deliv- 
ered from  tiie  presence  and  incumbrance  of  an 
Indian  population.  Ifissisappi  and  Alabama, 
Georgia,  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  in  a 
word,  all  the  States  incumbered  with  an  Indian 
population,  have  been  relieved  from  that  in- 
cumbrance; and  the  Indians  themselves  have 
been  transferred  to  new  and  permanent  homes, 
every  way  better  adapted  to  the  enjoyment  of 
their  existence,  the  preservation  of  their  rights 
and  the  improvement  of  their  condition.  j 


The  currency  is  not  ruined  I  On  the  cob- 
trary,  seventy-five  millions  of  specie  in  the 
country  is  a  spectacle  never  seen  before,  and  is 
the  barrier  of  the  people  against  the  deagns 
of  any  banks  which  may  attempt  to  snsprad 
payments,  and  to  force  a. dishonored  p^>er  cor- 
rency  upon  the  community.  These  seventy-five 
millions  ore  the  security  of  the  people  agdnst 
the  dangers  of  a  depreciated  and  inconvertible 
paper  money.  Gold,  after  a  disappearance  of 
thirty  years,  is  restored  to  our  country.  M 
Europe  beholds  with  admiration  the  saccees 
of  our  efforts,  in  three  years,  to  supply  onr- 
selves  with  the  currency  which  our  constitatioa 
guarantees,  and  which  the  example  of  France 
and  Holland  shows  to  be  so  easily  attaioable^ 
and  of  such  incalculable  value  to  industry, 
morals,  economy,  and  solid  wealth.  The  suc- 
cess of  these  efforts  is  styled,  in  the  best  Lou- 
don papers,  not  merely  a  reformation,  but  t 
revolution,  in  the  currency  I  a  revolution  by 
which  our  America  is  now  regaining  from 
Europe  the  gold  and  silver  which  she  has  been 
sending  to  them  for  thirty  years  past. 

Domestic  industry  is  not  paralyzed,  confi- 
dence is  not  destroyed,  factories  are  not  stoppe^ 
workmen  are  not  mendicimts  for  bread  and 
employment,  credit  is  not  extinguished,  prices 
have  not  sunk,  grass  is  not  growing  in  the 
streets  of  populous  cities,  the  wharves  are  not 
lumbered  with  decaying  vessels,  columns  of 
curses,  rising  from  the  iKWoms  of  a  mined  and 
agonized  people,  are  not  ascending  to  heaven 
against  the  destroyer  of  a  nation's  felicity  and 
prosperity.  On  the  contrary,  the  reverse  of 
all  tuis  is  true  I  and  true  to  a  degree  that 
astonishes  and  bewilders  the  senses.  I  know 
that  aU  is  not  gold  that  glitters ;  that  there  is  a 
difference  between  a  specious  and  a  solid  pros- 
perity. I  know  that  a  part  of  the  present  pros- 
perity is  apparent  only,  the  effect  of  an  increase 
of  fifty  millions  of  paper  money  forced  into 
circulation  by  one  thousand  bonks ;  but,  after 
making  due  allowance  for  this  fictitious  and 
delusive  excess,  the  real  prosperity  of  the 
country  is  still  unprecedenUy  and  transcend- 
entiy  great  I  know  that  every  flow  must  be 
followed  by  its  ebb,  that  every  expansion  must 
be  followed  by  its  contraction.  I  know  that  a 
revulsion  in  the  paper  system  is  inevitable ;  but 
I  know,  also,  that  these  seventy-five  miUions 
of  gold  and  silver  is  the  bulwark  of  the  coun- 
try, and  will  enable  every  honest  bank  to  meet 
its  liabilities,  and  every  prudent  citizen  to  take 
core  of  himself. 

Turning  to  some  points  in  the  civil  adminis- 
tration of  President  Jackson,  and  how  much 
do  we  not  find  to  admire  1  The  great  canse 
of  the  constitution  has  been  vindicatiBd  from  an 
imputation  of  more  than  forty  years'  duration. 
He  has  demonstrated,  by  the  feet  itself,  that  a 
national  bank  is  not  "  necessary  "  to  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  in 
that  demonstration  he  has  upset  the  argument 
of  General  Hamilton,  and  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  all 
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that  ever  haa  been  said  in  faror  of  the  consti- 
tntionalitr  of  a  national  bank.  All  this  argn- 
mont  and  decision  rested  npon  the  sinsle  as- 
Enmption  of  the  "necessity  "  of  that  institution 
to  the  Federal  Government  He  has  shown  it 
is  not  "  necessary ; "  that  the  currency  of  the 
constitution,  and  especially  a  gold  currency,  is 
all  that  the  Federal  GrOTemment  wants,  and 
that  she  can  get  that  whenever  she  pleases. 
In  this  single  act  he  has  vindicated  the  oonsti- 
tntion  from  an  nnjnst  imputation,  and  knocked 
firom  under  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
the  assumed  fact  on  which  it  rested.  He  has 
prepared  the  way  for  the  reversal  of  that  deci- 
flon ;  and  it  is  a  question  for  lawyers  to  answer, 
whether  the  case  is  not  ripe  for  the  application 
of  that  writ  of  most  remedial  nature,  as  Lord 
Coke  calls  it,  and  which  was  invented  lest  in 
any  case  there  should  be  an  oppressive  defect 
of  justice — the  venerable  writ  of  audita  quet 
tela  defendenti* — ^to  ascertain  the  tnth  of  a 
fact  happening  since  the  judgment,  and  upon 
the  due  finding  of  which  the  judgment  will  be 
vacated.  Let  the  lawyers  bring  their  books, 
and  answer  us  if  there  is  not  a  case  here  pre- 
sents for  the  application  of  that  ancient  and 
most  remedial  writ. 

From  President  Jackson  the  conntry  has 
first  learned  the  true  theory  and  practical  intent 
of  the  constitution,  in  giving  to  the  Executive 
a  qualified  negative  on  the  legislative  power  of 
Congress.    Far  from  being  an  odious,  danger- 
ous, or  kingly  prerogative,  this  power,  as  vested 
in  the  President,  is  nothing  but  a  qualified  copy 
of  the  famous  veto  power  vested  in  the  tribunes 
of  tlie  people  among  the  Romans,  and  intended 
to  suspend  the  passage  of  a  law  nntil  the  people 
themselves  should  have  time  to  eonsiaer  it. 
The  qualified  veto  of  the  President  destroys 
nothing ;  it  only  delays  the  passage  of  a  law, 
and  refers  it  to  the  people  for  their  considera- 
tion and  decision.    It  is  the  reference  of  the 
law,  not  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  or  of  the 
whole  House,  but  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  Union.    It  is  a  recommitment  of  the 
bill  to  tiie  people,  for  them  to  examine  and 
consider ;  and  if,  npon  this  examination,  they 
are  content  to  pass  it,  it  will  pass  at  the  next 
aesaon.    The  delay  of  a  few  months  is  the  only 
effect  of  a  veto  in  a  case  where  the  people  shall 
ultimately  approve  a  law ;  where  they  do  not 
approve  it,  the  interposition  of  the  veto  is  the 
b^rier  which  saves  them  the  infliction  of  a 
law,  the  repeal  of  which  might  afterwards  be 
almost  impossible.    The  qudifled  negative  is, 
therefore,   a   beneficent   power,  intended,   as 
General    Hamilton  expressly  declares  in  the 
Federalist,  to  protect,  first,  the  executive  depart- 
ment from  the  encroachments  of  the  legislative 
department;    and,  secondly,  to  preserve  the 
people  from  hasty,  dangerous,  or  criminal  legis- 
lation  on  the  part  of  their  representatives. 
This  is  the  design  and  intention  of  the  veto 

g>wer;    and  the  fear  expressed  by  General 
amilton  was,  that  Presidents,  so  for  from 
exercising  it  too  often,  would  not  exercise  it  1 


as  often  as  the  safety  of  the  people  required; 
they  might  lack  the  moral  courage  to  stake 
themselves  in  opposition  to  a  favorite  measure 
of  the  m^ority  of  the  two  Houses  of  Co»- 
gre»,  and  thus  deprive  the  people,  in  many 
instances,  of  their  right  to  pass  upon  a  biu 
before  it  becomes  a  final  law.  The  cases  in 
which  President  Jackson  has  exercised  the  veto 
power  has  shown  the  soundness  of  these  obsei^ 
yations.  Ko  ordinary  President  would  have 
staked  himself  agidnst  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  iu 
1883.  It  required  Preeident  Jackson  to  con- 
front that  power — to  stem  that  torrent — to  stay 
the  progress  of  that  charter,  and  to  refer  it  to 
the  people  for  their  decision.  His  moral  cour- 
age was  equal  to  the  crisis.  He  arrested  th6 
charter  nntil  it  could  go  to  the  people,  and 
they  have  arrested  it  forever.  Had  he  not 
done  so,  the  cliarter  would  have  become  law, 
and  its  repeal  almost  impossible.  The  people 
of  the  whole  Union  wonld  now  have  been  in 
the  condition  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania, 
bestrode  by  the  monster,  m  daily  conflict  with 
him,  and  maintaining  a  doubtful  contest  for 
supremacy  between  the  Government  of  a  Stata 
and  the  directory  of  a  moneyed  corporation. 

To  detail  specific  acts  which  adorn  the  ad- 
ministration of  President  Jackson,  and  illustrate 
the  intuitive  sagacity  of  his  intellect,  the  firm- 
ness of  his  mind,  his  disregard  of  personal 
popularity,  and  his  entire  devotion  to  the  publis 
good,  would  be  inconsistent  with  this  rapid 
sketdi,  intended  merely  to  present  general 
views,  and  not  to  detail  single  actions,  howso- 
ever worthy  they  may  be  of  a  splendid  page 
in  the  volume  of  history.  But  now  can  we 
pass  over  the  great  measure  of  the  removal  of 
the  public  moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  the  autumn  of  1888  ?  that  wise,  heroio, 
and  masterly  measure  of  prevention,  which  has 
rescued  an  empire  fhim  the  fangs  of  a  merciless, 
revengeful,  greedy,  insatiate,  implacable,  mon- 
eyed power  1  It  is  a  remark  for  which  I  am 
indebted  to  the  philosophic  observation  of  my 
most  esteemed  colleague  and  friend,  (pointing 
to  Dr.  Linn,)  that,  while  it  requires  far  greater 
talent  to  foresee  an  evil  before  it  happens,  and 
to  arrest  it  by  precautionary  measures,  than  it 
requires  to  apply  an  adequate  remedy  to  the 
same  evil  after  it  has  happened,  yet  the  applause 
bestowed  by  the  world  is  always  greatest  in  the 
latter  case.  Of  this  the  removal  of  the  public 
moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is 
an  eminent  instance.  The  veto  of  1882,  which 
arrested  the  charter  which  Congress  had  grant- 
ed, immediately  received  the  applause  and 
approbation  of  a  mi\)ority  of  the  Union ;  the 
removal  of  the  deposits,  which  prevented 
the  bank  from  forcing  a  re-charter,  was  dis- 
approved by  a  large  majority  of  the  country, 
and  even  of  his  own  flnends;  yet  the  veto 
would  have  been  unavailing,  and  the  bank 
would  inevitably  have  l)een  rechartcred.  If  the 
deposits  had  not  1>een  removed.  The  immense 
sums  of  public  money  since  aooumnlated  would 
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have  enabled  the  bank,  if  she  hod  retained  the 
possession  of  it,  to  have  coerced  a  recharter. 
Kothing  but  the  removal  conid  have  prevented 
her  from  extorting  a  recharter  from  tne  snffer- 
ings  and  terroni  of  the  people.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  that  measure,  the  previous  veto  would 
have  been  unavailing;  the  bank  would  have 
been  again  installed  in  power,  and  this  entire 
Federal  Government  would  have  been  held  as 
an  appendage  to  that  bank,  and  administered 
according  to  her  directions,  and  by  her  nomi- 
nees. Thai,  great  measure  of  prevention,  the 
removal  of  the  deposits,  though  feebly  and 
faintly  supported  by  Mendis  at  first,  has  expelled 
the  bank  from  the  field,  and  driven  her  into 
abeyance  under  a  State  charter.  She  is  not 
dead,  but,  holding  her  coital  and  stockholders 
together  under  a  State  charter,  she  has  taken 
a  position  to  watch  events,  and  to  profit  by 
ibem.  The  royal  tiger  has  gone  into  the 
jungle!  and,  crouched  on  his  belly,  he  awaits 
the  favorable  moment  for  emerging  from  his 
cover,  and  springing  on  the  body  of  the  unsus- 
picious traveller  1 

The  Treasury  order  for  excluding  paper  money 
from  the  land  o£Bces  is  another  wise  measure, 
originating  in  an  enlightened  forecast,  and  pre- 
venting great  mischiefs.  The  President  foresaw 
the  evus  of  sufifering  a  thousand  streams  of  paper 
money,  issuing  from  a  thousand  different  banks, 
to  discharge  themselves  on  the  national  domain. 
He  foresaw  that,  if  these  currents  were  allowed 
to  run  their  course,  the  public  lands  would 
be  swept  away,  the  Treasury  would  be  filled 
with  irredeemable  paper,  a  vast  number  of 
banks  must  be  broken  by  their  folly,  and  the 
cry  set  up  that  nothing  but  a  national  bank 
oould  regulate  the  currency.  He  stopped  the 
course  of  these  streams  of  paper,  and,  in  so 
doing,  has  saved  the  country  from  a  great  ca- 
lamity, and  excited  anew  the  machinations  of 
those  whose  schemes  of  gain  and  mischief  have 
been  disappointed,  and  who  had  counted  on  a 
new  edition  of  panio  and  pressure,  and  again 
saluting  Congress  with  the  old  story  of  confi- 
dence destroyed,  currency  mined,  prosperity 
annihilated,  and  distress  produced,  by  the  tyr- 
anny of  one  man.  They  began  their  lugubrious 
8ong ;  but  ridicule  and  contempt  have  proved 
too  strong  for  money  and  insolence;  and  the 
panio  letter  of  the  ex- president  of  the  denation- 
alized bank,  after  limping  about  for  a  few  days, 
has  shrunk  from  the  ladi  of  public  scorn,  and 
disappeared  from  the  forum  of  public  debate. 

The  difBcnlty  with  France :  what  an  instance 
it  presents  of  the  superior  sagacity  of  President 
Jackson  over  all  the  commonnlace  politicians 
who  beset  and  impede  his  administration  at 
homel  That  difficulty,  inflamed  and  aggra- 
vated by  domestic  faction,  wore,  at  one  time,  a 
portentous  aspect ;  the  skill,  firmness,  elevation 
of  purpose,  and  manly  frankness,  of  the  Presi- 
dent, avoided  the  danger,  accomplished  the 
ol^ieot,  commanded  the  admiration  of  Europe, 
and  retained  the  friendship  of  Prance.  He  con- 
ducted the  delicate  affair  to  a  successful  and 


mutually  honorable  issue.  All  is  amicably  and 
happily  terminated,  leaving  not  a  wound,  nor 
even  a  scar,  behind — leavmg  the  Frenchman 
and  American  on  the  ground  on  which  tliey 
have  stood  for  fifty  years,  and  should  forever 
stand ;  the  ground  of  friendship,  respect,  good 
will,  and  mutual  wishes  for  the  honor,  happi- 
ness, and  prosperity  of  each  other. 

But  why  this  specification?  So  beneficent 
and  so  glorious  has  been  the  administration  of 
this  President,  that  where  to  b^n,  and  where 
to  end,  in  the  enumeration  of  great  measures, 
would  be  the  embarrassment  of  him  who  has 
his  eulogy  to  make.  He  came  into  office  the 
first  of  generals ;  he  goes  out  the  first  of  statee- 
men.  His  civil  competitors  have  shared  the 
fate  of  his  military  opponents ;  and  Washing- 
ton city  has  been  \a  the  American  politicians 
who  have  assailed  him,  what  New  Orleans  was 
to  the  British  generals  who  attacked  his  lines, 
ttepulsed  I  driven  back !  discomfited  I  crushed  I 
has  been  the  fate  of  all  assailants,  foreign  and 
domestic,  civil  and  military.  At  home  and 
abroad,  the  impress  of  his  genius  and  of  his 
character  is  felt.  He  has  impressed  upon  the 
a^e  in  which  he  lives  the  stamp  of  his  arms,  of 
his  diplomacy,  and  of  his  domestic  policy.  In 
a  word,  so  transcendent  have  been  the  merits 
of  his  administration,  that  they  have  operated 
a  miracle  upon  the  minds  of  his  most  inveterate 
opponents.  He  has  expunged  their  objections 
to  military  chieftains  1  He  has  shown  them 
that  they  were  mistaken;  that  military  men 
were  not  the  dangerous  rolers  they  had  im- 
agined, but  safe  and  prosperous  conductors  of 
the  vessel  of  state.  He  has  changed  their  fear 
into  love.  With  visible  signs  they  admit  their 
error,  and,  instead  of  deprecating,  they  now 
invoke  the  reign  of  chieftains.  They  labored 
hard  to  procure  a  military  successor  to  the 
present  incumbent ;  and  if  their  love  goes  on 
increasing  at  the  same  rate,  the  republic  may 
be  put  to  the  expense  of  periodical  wars,  to 
breed  a  perpetual  succession  of  these  chieftains 
to  rule  over  them  and  their  posterity  forever. 

To  drop  this  irony,  which  the  inconsistency 
of  mad  opponents  has  provoked,  and  to  return 
to  the  plain  delineations  of  historical  painting, 
the  mind  instinctively  dwells  on  the  vast  and 
unprecedented  popularity  of  this  President. 
Great  is  the  influence,  great  the  power,  greater 
than  any  man  ever  before  possessed  m  our 
America,  which  he  has  acquired  over  the  pub- 
lic mind.  And  how  has  ho  acquired  it  t  Not 
by  the  arts  of  intrigue,  or  the  juggling  tricks 
of  diplomacy ;  not  by  undermining  rivals,  or 
sacrificing  public  interests  for  the  gratification 
of  classes  or  individuals.  But  he  has  acquired 
it,  first,  by  the  exercise  of  an  intuitive  sagooity 
which,  leaving  all  book  learning  at  an  immeas- 
urable distance  behind,  has  always  enabled  him 
to  adopt  the  right  remedy,  at  the  right  time, 
and  to  conquer  soonest  when  the  men  of  forms 
and  office  uiought  him  most  near  to  ruin  and 
despair.  Next,  by  a  moral  courage  which  knew 
no  fear  when  the  public  good  beckoned  him  to 
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so  on.  last,  and  chiefest^  he  has  acquired  it 
ey  as  open  boBesty  of  porpose,  which  knew  no 
coDceaknenta ;  hy  a  straight-forwardness  of 
action,  which  disdained  the  forms  of  office  and 
the  arts  of  intrigne ;  bj  a  disinterestedness  of 
ffiotiTe,  which  knew  no  selfish  or  sordid  calcn- 
Iition;  a  devotedness  of  patriotisnij  which 
staked  every  thing  personal  on  the  laene  of 
erery  measure  whicn  the  public  welfare  re- 

nd  him  to  adopt.  By  these  qualities,  and 
means,  he  has  aoqaired  his  prodigious 
popularity  and  his  transcendent  influence  over 
the  pnblic  mind ;  and  if  there  are  any  who 
eDTy  that  influence  and  popularity,  let  them 
wry,  also,  and  emulate,  if  they  can,  the  quali- 
ties amd  means  by  which  they  were  acquired. 

Great  has  beeA  the  opposition  to  IVesident 
Jackson's  administration ;  greater,  perhaps,  than 
ever  has  been  exhibited  against  any  Govern- 
meot,  short  of  actual  insurrection  and  forcible 
TesigUnee.  Revolution  has  been  proclaimed! 
ud  every  thing  has  been  done  that  could  be 
eipected  to  prMace  revolution.  The  country 
liag  been  alarmed,  agitated,  convulsed.  From 
tfae  Senate  chamber  to  the  village  bar-room, 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  de- 
ButciatioD,  agitation,  excitement,  has  been  the 
order  of  the  day.  For  eight  years  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  repablio  has  stood  upon  a  volcano, 
vimitiDg  fire  and  flames  upon  him,  and  threat- 
emng  the  eoontry  itself  with  ruin  and  desola- 
tion, if  the  people  did  not  expel  the  usurper, 
de^wt,  and  tyrant,  as  he  was  called,  from  the 
high  place  to  which  the  suffrages  of  millions  of 
freemen  had  elevated  him. 

Great  is  the  confidence  which  he  has  always 
reposed  in  the  discernment  and  equity  of  the 
American  people.  I  have  been  accustomed  to 
tee  him  fur  many  years,  and  under  many  dis- 
coariging  trials  ;  but  never  saw  him  doubt,  for 
sn  instant,  the  ultimate  support  of  the  people. 
It  Tss  my  privil^e  to  see  him  often,  and  dur- 
ing the  most  gloomy  period  of  the  panic  con- 
^incy,  when  the  whole  earth  seemed  to  be  in 
oommotion  against  him,  and  when  many  friends 
<reN  faltering,  and  stout  hearts  were  quailing 
Ixfore  the  raging  storm  which  bank  machina- 
tion, and  senatorial  denunciation,  had  conjured 
up  to  overwhelm  him.  I  saw  him  in  the  dark- 
en momenta  of  this  gloomy  period ;  and  never 
did  I  see  his  confidence  in  the  ultimate  support 
of  his  fellow-citizens  forsake  him  for  an  instant. 
He  always  said  the  people  would  stand  by  those 
■who  stand  by  them ;  and  nobly  have  they  justi- 
fied that  confidence  1  That  verdict,  the  voice 
of  millions,  which  now  demands  the  expurga- 
tion of  that  sentence  which  the  Senate  and  the 
bank  then  pronounced  upon  him,  is  the  mag- 
nificent response  of  the  people's  hearts  to  the 
implicit  confidence  which  he  then  reposed  in 
them.  But  it  was  not  in  the  people  only  that  he 
had  confidence;  there  was  another,  and  a  far 
Mgfter  Power,  to  which  he  constantly  looked 
to  save  the  country,  and  its  defenders,  from 
every  danger ;  and  signal  events  prove  that  he 
did  not  look  to  that  higb.  Power  in  vain. 


Sir,  I  think  it  right,  in  approaching  the  ter- 
mination of  this  great  question,  to  present  this 
faint  and  rapid  sketch  of  the  brilliant,  benefi- 
cent, and  glorious  administration  of  President 
Jackson.  It  is  not  for  me  to  attempt  to  do  it 
Justice ;  it  is  not  for  ordinary  men  to  attempt 
Its  history.  His  military  life,  resplendent  with 
dazzling  events,  will  demand  the  pen  of  a  ner- 
vous writer;  his  civil  administration,  replete 
with  scenes  which  have  called  into  action  so 
many  and  such  various  passions  of  the  human 
heart,  and  which  has  given  to  native  sagacity 
so  many  victories  over  practised  politicians, 
will  require  the  profound,  luminous,  and  philo- 
sophical conceptions  of  a  Livy,  a  Plutarch,  or  a 
Smlust.  This  history  is  not  to  be  written  in 
our  day.  The  contemporaries  of  such  events 
are  not  the  hands  to  describe  them.  Time  must 
first  do  its  office — must  silence  the  passions,  re- 
move the  actors,  develop  consequences,  and 
canonize  all  that  is  sacred  to  honor,  patriotism, 
and  glory.  In  after  ages  the  historic  genius  'of 
oar  America  shall  produce  the  writers  which 
the  subject  demanos — men  far  removed  from 
the  contests  of  this  day,  who  will  know  how  to 
estimate  this  great  epoch,  and  how  to  acquire 
an  immortality  for  their  own  names  by  paint- 
ing, with  a  master's  hand,  the  immortal  events 
of  the  patriot  President's  life. 

And  now,  sir,  I  finish  the  task  which,  three 
years  ago,  I  imposed  on  myself.  Solitary  and 
idoue,  and  amidst  the  jeers  and  taunts  of  my 
opponents,  I  put  this  ball  in  motion.  The  peo- 
ple have  token  it  up,  and  rolled  it  forward,  and 
I  am  no  longer  any  thing  bnt  a  unit  in  the  vast 
mass  which  now  propels  it.  In  the  name  of 
that  mass  I  speak.  I  demand  the  execution  of 
the  edict  of  the  people ;  I  demand  the  expurga- 
tion of  that  sentence  which  the  voice  of  a  few 
Senators,  and  the  power  of  their  confederate, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  has  caused  to  be 
placed  on  the  journal  of  the  Senate,  and  which 
the  voice  of  millions  of  freemen  has  ordered  to 
be  expunged  from  it. 

Fbidat,  January  18. 

The  CnAiB  pi-esented  the  credentials  of 
Thomas  Clayton,  elected  a  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware, in  the  place  of  the  Hon.  Jobn  M.  Clay- 
ton, resigned. 

Expunging  ReioluUon. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  coneid- 
eration  of  the  special  order,  the  expunging  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Bbnton. 
Mr.  Dana  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 
Mr.  President:  Having  so  recently  taken  a 
seat  in  this  chamber,  and  having  neither  incli- 
nation nor  skill  for  public  debate,  I  should  most 
gladly  have  given  a  silent  vote  on  this  subject ; 
but,  sir,  the  citizens  of  the  State  which  I,  in 
connection  with  my  colleague,  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  take  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in 
this  question,  and  I  sbomd  be  thought  remiss  in 
my  duty,  and  regardless  of  their  feelings,  were 
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I  to  remain  rilent  npoa  it.  Maine,  rir,  is  at  one 
extremity  of  the  Union,  in  a  higii  latitude  and 
oold  climate ;  bnt,  sir,  die  has  a  fertile  soil,  im- 
mense forests  of  timber,  with  her  thousand 
streams  to  bear  it  to  the  ocean ;  she  is  a  border 
Btate,  sidrted  by  the  dominion  of  his  Britannic 
Ibyesty ;  she  lias  a  large  territory  (if  she  was 
permitted  to  ea^oj  it)  and  a  boundless  seaboard; 
indented  with  numberless  bays  and  harbors, 
filled  with  ship  yards,  ships,  and  oommeroe; 
these  lead  her  citizens  to  an  intereonrse  with 
the  subjects  of  their  royal  neighbor,  and  by 
them  we  are  told  that  we  have  no  Government ; 
that  our  "  King  is  deposed ; "  that  our  Presi- 
dent has  been  tried  ana  condemned  by  our  Sen- 
ate, and  that  soon  we  shall  come  under  the  do- 
minion of  their  king.  However  gratifying  this 
thought  may  be  to  some  in  our  Union,  it  has 
bnt  few  advocates  with  as.  This  leads  the 
hardy,  industrious,  inquisitive  citizens  of  the 
East  to  inquire,  what  has  our  beloved  President 
done?  Is  it  tme  that  the  Senate  have  con- 
demned him  f  Can  it  be  that  he,  who  has  tri- 
nmphantly  carried  us  through  so  many  perils, 
and  always  been  the  people's  friend,  has  be- 
trayed us  at  last?  Let  us  look  into  it;  let  us 
examine  the  subject  I  With  this  inquiring 
spirit,  so  peculiar  to  the  people  of  the  if  orth, 
my  constituents  will  be.  satie^ed  with  nothing 
short  of  B  fair  and  full  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject, and  a  just  and  impartial  decision  of  the 
same.  And  that  I  may  the  more  readily  come 
to  the  investigation  of  it,  and  not  wander  from 
it,  I  ask  permission  to  have  the  resolution  of 
March  38,  1884,  read  fh>m  the  desk. 

This  resolution  (in  these  words :  "  Retdked, 
That  the  President,  in  the  late  proceeding  in 
relation  to  the  revenue,  has  assumed  on  himself 
authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  con- 
slitation  and  laws,  bnt  in  derogation  of  both  'i) 
holds  up  the  President  to  the  people  as  a  usurp- 
er;  as  a  violator  of  that  constitution  which  he 
has  sworn  to  support. 

_My  first  inquiry,  Mr.  President,  is,  how  was 
this  resolution  paaised  ?  In  what  capacity  did 
this  honorable  Senate  act  when  they  passed  it? 
This  body  has  a  legislative  and  executive  char- 
acter, and,  in  one  instance,  and  in  one  alone,  a 
Judidal  character,  viz :  the  trying  of  impeach- 
ments. Although  the  Senate  has  a  legislative 
character,  yet  it  is  presumed  that  this  body 
would  not  act  in  that  capacity  only  on  subjects 
of  legislation.  And  this  surely  could  not  be 
such ;  there  is  no  matter  on  which  le^slative 
aotimi  coold  be  had.  If  the  President  was 
gnUty  of  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and 
laws,  if  he  had  committed  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors, no  legislation  would  reach  him ;  he 
mnst  be  tried  by  the  constitution  and  the. laws, 
as  they  existed  at  the  time  of  his  supposed 
oflfenoe.  To  me  it  is  clear  that  this  honorable 
body  had  no  legislative  jurisdiction  on  this  sub- 
ject. Did  they  then  act  in  their  executive  ca- 
pacity? No,  sir;  for  their  records  show  no 
such  proceedings  in  the  executive  business. 
He  must  have  been  tried,  then,  by  this  honor- 


able Senate  in  their,  judicial  o^)aoity ;  and  tliii 
body  has  the  sole  power  to  tay  all  indictmenti 
given  it  by  the  constitution,  and  when  gitdng 
for  that  purpose,  in  their  fndicisl  character. 
The  rules  of  procedure,  as  adopted  December 
81,  18(H,  in  uiis  hcmonble  Senate,  to  be  ob- 
served ia  cases  of  impeachment,  require  "  thit 
at  IS  o'clock  of  the  day  appdnted  for  the  triil 
of  the  impeachment,  the  legidative  and  exeoo- 
tive  business  shall  be  suspended,"  and  the  Sec- 
retary shall  then  administer  the  following  oath 
to  the  President  of  tiie  Senate ;  *'  Ton  solemnly 
swear  (or  ^rm)  that  in  all  things  appertainiog 

to  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of , 

yon  will  do  impartial  justice,  according  to  the 
C(Mi8titation  ana  laws  of  the  United  States;  tad 
the  President  shall  administer  the  said  oath  to 
each  Senator  present."  This  clearly  sboTt,  Mr. 
President,  the  views  which  this  honorable  body 
had  heretofore  entertained  of  their  own  pov- 
ers,  and  at  a  time,  too,  when  they  were  oool 
and  dispasd<»iate,  and  about  to  exercise  thor 
high  judicial  functions.  Here,  sir,  you  find  IB 
important  fact,  that  the  Senate  never  did  exer- 
cise their  legidative  and  {ndicial  functions  it 
the  same  time ;  they  are  distinct  in  their  na- 
tures, and  have  ever  been  so  considered  by  this 
honorable  body,  and  so  exercised  by  them  notil 
the  28th  of  March,  1884,  when,  for  some  pn> 
pose,  of  which  I  will  not  now  speak,  for  the 
first  time,  (and  God  grant  that  it  may  be  for 
the  last,)  the  legislative  and  Judicial  toctioni 
of  this  body,  contrair  to  their  own  rules  of 
procedure,  and  in  violation  of  the  constitution, 
were  exercised  at  one  and  the  same  time,  and  a 
Judicial  sentence  is  clothed  in  legislative  lan- 
guage. If  the  object  was,  sir,  to  bring  a  bold 
offender  to  justice,  why  notpursue  the  lewd 
and  constitutional  course  ?  'Wny  violate  bow? 
But  if  the  object  was  to  exhibit  the  President 
as  a  daring  usurper,  and  unworthy  of  the  confi- 
dence of  we  people,  this  scheme,  this  project, 
would  seem  to  have  been  the  most  probable  to 
accomplish  it.    Bnt  it  has  failed,  totally  fiuled. 

Again,  sir,  another  rule  of  this  body,  adopted 
at  the  same  time  as  the  former,  requires  tliat  a 
summons  shall  be  issued  to  the  person  accused, 
which  summons  shall  be  signed  by  their  Secre- 
tary, sealed  with  their  seaL  and  served  by  the 
Sergeant-at-arms.  This  rule  also  shows  clearly 
that  this  honorable  body  never  contemplated 
the  exercise  of  their  le^slative  and  judicial 
Amotions  at  the  same  time.  Then,  sir,  if  thii 
position  is  correct,  the  sentence  of  condemna- 
tion contained  in  this  resolution  was  a  judioiil 
act,  and  coidd  only  have  been  done  by  a  Judi- 
cial tribunal. 

Again,  sir,  it  is  the  right  of  the  /w*"**^ 
have  the  offence  with  which  he  is  charged 
clearly  and  substantially  sot  forth,  and  to  be 
duly  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  trial ;  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  appear  before  this_  au- 
gust tribunal,  hear  the  alle^tions  and  proofi 
against  him,  and  confront  his  accusers,  face  to 
face,  and  then  to  make  his  defence.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  let  me  ask,  when  the  Chief  Magis- 
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trate  at  this  nation  was  condemned,  in  the  reso- 
lution proposed  to  be  expunged,  did  this  honor- 
aUe  body  suspend  legislatiye  and  exeontive 
business  I  Did  the/  oivanize  themselves  as  a 
tadieial  tribonalt  Did  the  President  of  the 
Senate  take  tiie  dwve  oath,  prescribed  br  tlie 
mlas  of  this  honorable  body  t  Did  he  admin- 
ister the  same  to  eaoh  Senator  present  ?  Was 
the  accused  fiimished  irith  a  fail  and  dear  de- 
scription of  the  charges  brooght  against  him  ! 
Was  be  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  trial  ? 
And  was  he  permitted  to  face  his  aoeosers? 
If  not,  then,  sa,  permit  me  to  ask,  has  he  been 
tried  hj  the  roles  presented  by  this  honorable 
bodyt  Noy  sir;  he  has  been  tried  and  oon- 
denined  for  a  violation  of  the  constitntion  and 
laws  of  his  conntry,  which  he  had  sworn  to 
sapport,  contrary  to  onr  own  roles — rules  which 
this  body  had  adopted  for  the  trial  of  such 
ofienders  as  be  is  accused  of  being. 

Mr.  Prerident,  having  shown  mat  the  Presi- 
deat  was  tried  and  condemned  without  form,  I 
wS  now  inquire  if  he  has  been  tried  according 
to  the  proviaoiis  of  the  oonstitntion  and  laws 
of  our  oonatry.  In  what  cases,  let  me  ask,  can 
this  honoraUe  Senate  act  in  their  judicial  capa- 
city t  Let  the  oonstitntion  answer :  "  The  Sen- 
ate shall  have  the  sole  power  to  lay  all  impeach- 
ments ; "  and  that  instrument  conveys  to  this 
body  no  anthority  to  try  only  in  oases  of  im- 
peadiment.  Here  is  the  extent  of  our  power, 
and  here  is  oar  authority  limited.  Yes,  sir,  we 
can  try  impeachments,  and  impeachments  only ; 
bat,  sir,  can  the  Senate  originate  impeachments  ? 
Ko,  sir,  they  cannot  The  constitution  has  de- 
dared,  in  so  many  words,  that  "  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  shall  hare  the  sole  power  cd 
impeachment."  Have  they  exercised  that 
power }  Have  they  accused  the  President  of 
"  »»mtning  on  himself  authority  and  power  not 
coofetred  by  the  conittitntion  and  laws,  and  in 
derogation  of  both  ? "  Have  they  impeached 
him  for  so  doing  ?  Where  is  the  evidence  of 
it  ?  Have  they  notified  the  Senate  of  such  im- 
peachment t  Ko,  sir,  they  have  not  done  it. 
xhe  impeadiing  power  has  never  acted  in  this 
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iiey  have  not  accused  the  President  of 
aay  offence  whatever.  Where,  then,  sir,  I  ask, 
is  onr  jurisdiction  ?  We  have  no  power  to  try, 
until  the  Hoose — the  accusing  power — have 
impeached ;  none  at  all,  not  the  shadow  of  any 
Jnriadiction.  Oan  it  be,  sir,  that  without  even 
the  foroM  prescribed  by  this  honorable  body, 
witfaoot  an  impeachment,  without  an  accusa- 
tion of  any  kind,  we  have  assumed  jorisdiotion, 
tried,  and  condemned  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  a  violation  of  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  his  country  ?  And  shall  this  reso- 
lution remain  on  oor  journals,  or  shall  it  be 
expunged  t  Can  this  be  done  t  Has  this  Sen- 
ate a  right  to  do  it  ?  There  is  no  rule  of  more 
gen^^  application  than  this.  The  power  which 
creates  can  destroy — the  power  which  can 
make  can  unmake — the  power  which  puts  up, 
can  put  down — and  why  should  not  this  nue 
apply  as  well  to  records  as  to  all  other  cases  f 


unless,  dr,  it  should  be  a  record  of  vested  rights, 
about  wMch  we  have  recently  been  so  highly 
entertained ;  and  I  cannot  perceive  that  there 
are  any  rested  rights  contained  in  this  resolu- 
tion. I  think  the  accused  will  claim  none  in 
this  case. 

I  apprehend,  sir,  that  every  legislative,  eze<y 
utive,  and  judicial  body  have  a  right  to  alter, 
strike  out,  insert,  erase,  correct,  and  amend, 
their  records.  It  is  an  inherent,  co-ordinate 
power,  without  which  such  bodies  eould  not 
exist,  and  transact  their  business.  Is  there  a 
time  limited,  within  which  such  alterations  aod 
amendments  should  be  made  t  If  so,  what  is 
the  time  t  A  day  !  a  month  ?  a  year  ?  In  the 
history  of  records,  no  such  limit  is  fixed.  I 
trust,  then,  sir,  such  alterations  may  be  made 
at  the  time  deemed  most  proper  by  tiie  body  to 
which  they  belong.  If,  then,  sir,  such  bodies 
have  their  records  under  their  own  oontnd, 
why  may  they  not  erase,  blot  out,  expunge,  at 
pleasure  t  Is  there  any  particular  form  or  man- 
ner in  which  this  shall  be  done  ?  None.  Then, 
sir,  if  there  is  no  particular  time  limited  for 
doing  this,  nor  any  manner  prescribed  in  which 
it  must  be  done,  the  time  when,  and  the  man- 
ner ol  doing  it,  are  at  the  pleasure  of  the  bodies 
to  wnom  the  records  belong.  If,  then,  sir,  we 
have  the  power  to  expunge  this  resolution,  is  it 
expedient  so  to  dot 

llr.  PusTOir  next  arose  and  addressed  the 
Senate  as  follows: 

Nothing,  Mr.  President,  (said  he,)  was  farther 
from  my  mtention,  than  to  have  said  a  single 
word  on  this  subject.  Nor  do  I  now  propose 
to  discuss  it.  That  has  been  dcme  so  fully  and 
elaborately  on  both  sides,  that  I  shall  not  enter 
upon  the  argument.  I  thought  I  should  not 
have  Bud  a  word,  but  I  feel  a  sort  of  impossi- 
bility of  withholding  the  expression  of  my  utter 
repugnance  to  this  proceeding.  If  we  had  not 
arrived  at  the  very  issue ;  if  the  question  were 
not  ready  to  be  taken,  I  should  have  retained  my 
seat,  for  I  have  long  been  endeavoring  to  scho^ 
and  to  subdue  my  heart  down  to  this  snbmisrion. 
During  the  entire  oonrse  of  events  which  has 
^radudly  brought  my  mind  to  the  condusion 
that  this  resolution  would  at  some  time  pass,  I 
have  endeavored  to  discipline  my  feelings,  to 
curb  and  restrain  them,  ana  bring  down  my  mind 
to  the  event,  so  that,  when  at  last  the  sad  mo- 
ment should  arrive,  I  might  meet  it  with  a  be- 
coming resignation ;  and  I  did  suppose  that  I  bad 
succe^ed.  I  bad  long  seen  the  growing  popu- 
larity of  this  measure.  I  was  no  stranger  to 
the  arts  and  the  indnstnr  by  which  the  progress 
of  that  popularity  had  been  stimulated  and 
urged  on  from  day  to  day.  I  well  knew  the 
power  and  the  popularity  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate. I  had  heard  of  his  own  personal  exer- 
tions to  promote  this  object.  I  saw  that  it  was 
resolved  upon  as  a  party  measure,  and  I  saw 
the  party  which  had  resolved  upon  it  rapidly 
and  triumphantiy  succeeding  throughout  a  large 
part  of  the  Union.  These  things  certainly  are 
sufBcient  to  have  forewarned  me,  and  I  had 
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hoped,  and  till  this  moment  believed,  that  they 
had  forearmed  me  also.  Bnt  there  was  added 
to  all  these  the  stiU  less  eqniyocal  evidence  aris- 
ing from  the  proceedings  of  seyeral  of  the  State 
Legislatures.  Sir,  when  first  I  heard  that  a 
State  Legislature  had  instnicted  her  Senators 
on  tioB  floor  to  vote  in  favor  of  this  thing,  it 
Btmck  me  with  inexpressible  sorrow  and  dis- 
may. Bat  when  I  firom  time  to  time  beheld 
Tarions  other  State  Legislatures,  acting  under 
the  same  dictation,  or  at  least  misled  into  the 
same  mistake,  sorrow  assumed  in  vaj  bosom 
the  complexion  of  despair.  But  there  was  still 
one  ingredient  to  be  added  to  this  cup,  to  ren- 
der tiie  odious  draught  more  intolerably  bitter. 
I  could,  I  will  confess  it,  with  some  compara- 
tive degree  of  philosophy,  have  seen  certain 
States  of  this  confederacy  one  after  another  giv- 
ing away,  and  bringing  their  successive  sacrifices 
to  this  altar  of  executive  power.  I  could  have 
home  to  see  t^is  and  that  and  the  other  State 
prostrating  herself  and  aiding  in  the  general 
conspiracy  to  prostrate  the  Senate.  But  when 
at  length  it  came  to  pass  that  the  ancient  and 

Eowerfnl  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  was 
itraght  to  bow  her  venerable  locks  before  the 
footstool  of  power,  forgot  her  past  history  for- 
got who  and  what  she  is  and  what  she  has 
been,  and  associated  herself  in  a  combination 
like  Uus,  how  shall  I  describe  to  you  my  feel- 
ings I  As  a  politician,  I  might  have  been  mor- 
tified at  such  a  spectacle ;  as  a  statesman,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  I  turned  from  it 
with  shame ;  bnt  as  a  native  of  Virginia,  I  de- 
plore, I  lament,  fr«m  the  bottom  of  my  heart, 
that  she  too  has  joined  the  funeral  procession 
of  the  constitntion.  Sir,  I  was  proud  to  re- 
member her  in  her  proud  day ;  to  consider  her 
as  she  once  was,  and  perhaps  still  is — the  mother 
of  great  men ;  to  look  back  to  that  bright,  that 
immortal  period  in  our  history  when  she  recall- 
ed her  children  from  these  h«Jls  of  national  leg- 
islation into  her  own  Legislatnre,  there  to  vin- 
elioate  the  rights  and  independence  of  the  State, 
and  to  reassert  the  violateil  constitntion  against 
the  usurpations  of  this  Goyemment.  Then, 
indeed,  Virgmia  preserved  that  illustrious  char- 
acter which  had  ascended  with  her  from  the 
Bevolation.  Then  she  put  herself  on  her  State 
rights,  and  on  the  popular  doctrines  of  her  free 
Government ;  and  all  who  witnessed  the  ani- 
mating sight  mast  have  eonduded  that,  throngh- 
ont  her  existence,  she  would  ever  continue  to 
vindicate  and  to  perpetuate  the  doctrine  and 
the  spirit  of  liberty.  Sir,  I  could  have  wished 
that  the  honorable  gentieman  who  now  repre- 
sents that  distinguished  State  could  have  found 
in  bis  own  mind  reasons  for  taking  a  different 
coarse  from  that  which  he  has  pursued  in  this 
matter.  With  the  powers  which  he  unques- 
tionably possesses,  with  his  liberal  education, 
and  large  experience,  and  especially  with  the 
good  fortune  of  growing  up  amidst  the  very 
men  who  laid  the  foun&tions  of  om-  republic, 
I  had  hoped  that  he  would  have  invoked  the 
ancient  4>>'it  of  his  State,  and  wonld  have 


added  the  snfiirage  of  his  voice  to  save  the 
trembling  constitution,  about  to  be  immolated 
at  the  footstool  of  execntive  power.  But  it  wu 
my  lot  to  be  disappointed ;  and  I  moom,  bom 
the  bottom  of  my  heart,  the  instruction  imiet 
which  he  feels  himself  constrained  to  vote  for 
this  extraordinary  resolution.  Where  are  the 
sedateness,  the  gravity,  the  calm  and  cantioos 
wisdom  of  Madison  I  Where  the  philowphie 
spirit,  the  enlarged  views,  and  popular  preduee- 
tions  of  Jefferson  f  Where  the  sturdy  repub- 
licanism of  John  Taylor  ?  Where  those  bright 
names  which  make  her  histoiyt  They  are 
gone — gone— and  others  control  her  destinjr. 
Sir,  I  lunent,  I  mourn,  that. my  native  State 
should  have  lent  herself  and  the  remnant  of 
her  glory  to  promote  and  gloss  over  this  pro- 
ceeding. I  take  consolation,  however,  lb. 
President,  that  there  is  one  State,  one  free  and 
fearless  State,  which  has  kept  herself  aloof  from 
this  combination ;  whose  unbroken  spirit, 
whose  pride  and  honor,  demand  of  me,  her  rep- 
resentative, to  make,  as  I  now  do,  on  behalf  of 
South  Carolina,  her  public  and  solemn  protest 
against  this  open  and  flagrant  violation  of  the 
constitution. 

Mr.  RivTO  followed,  and  addressed  the  Senate 
at  great  length  in  support  of  the  resolatioB. 
This  speech  was  never  reported. 

Mr.  MooBB  said  that  the  appropriate  sugges- 
tion with  which  the  Senator  from  Connecticnt 
(Mr.  Nileb)  had  closed  his  speech,  brought  to 
his  mind  a  very  important  and  useful  amend- 
ment, the  propriety  of  which  he  had  no  doubt 
would  be  evident  and  obvious  to  that  Senator, 
and  he  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  its  adop- 
tion to  the  friends  of  this  black  line  resolnlion, 
viz :  that  this  record  of  the  Senate's  proceed- 
ings, made  and  preserved  by  the  requirements 
of  the  constitution,  shall  be  destroyed  ^y  fire 
to  be  extracted  from  heaven  by  means  of  a  snn- 
glass.  For  this  he  believed  they  might  plead 
something  like  a  precedent  fh)m  the  General 
Assembly  of  Georgia.  He  thought  this  would 
complete  the  farce. 

Mr.  Calhouw  said :  The  gentieman  fh)mTir- 
ginia  (Mr.  Rivks)  says  that  the  argument  in  fli- 
vor  of  this  expunging  resolution  has  not  been 
answered.  Sir,  there  are  some  qnestionB  » 
plain  that  they  cannot  be  argued.  Nothing  can 
make  them  more  plain ;  and  this  is  one.  Ko 
one,  not  blinded  by  party  zeal,  can  posably  be 
insensible  that  the  measure  proposed  is  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution.  The  constitntion  re- 
quires the  Senate  to  keep  a  journal ;  this  reso- 
lution goes  to  expunge  the  journal.  If  ?<"• 
may  expunge  a  part,  you  may  expunge  the 
whole ;  and  if  it  is  expanged,  how  is  it  kept? 
The  constitution  says  the  journal  shall  be  kept ; 
this  resolution  says  it  shtdl  be  destroyed.  It 
does  the  very  thing  which  the  constitution  de- 
clares shall  not  be  done.  That  is  the  argmnen^ 
the  whole  argument.  There  is  none  other.  Talk 
of  precedents?  and  precedents  drawn  f''*""' 
foreign  country  J  They  don't  apply.  No,  at. 
This  is  to  be  done,  not  in  consequence  ot  vgn- 
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molt,  bat  in  ^ite  of  alignment  I  understand 
the  case.  I  know  perfectly  well  the  gentlemen 
hare  no  libert;'  to  vote  otherwise.  They  are 
oowoed  by  an  exterior  power.  They  try,  in- 
deed, to  comfort  their  conscience  by  saying 
that  it  is  the  wUl  oJT  the  people,  and  the  voice  of 
the  people.  It  is  no  such  thing.  We  all  know 
how  these  legislative  returns  bare  been  obtained. 
It  is  by  dictation  from  the  White  House.  The 
Preadeat  himself^  with  that  vast  mass  of  patron- 
age which  he  wields,  and  the  thousand  expecta- 
tions he  is  able  to  hold  up,  has  obtained  these 
votes  of  the  State  Legislatures ;  and  this,  forsooth, 
is  said  to  be  the  voice  of  the  people.  The  voice 
of  the  people  I  Sir,  can  we  forget  the  scene  which 
was  exhibited  in  this  chamber  when  that  ex- 
ponging  resolution  was  first  introduced  here  ? 
Have  we  forgotten  the  universal  giving  way  of 
ooBsdenca,  so  that  the  Senator  m>m  Missouri 
was  left  alone  i  I  see  before  me  Senators  who 
ooold  not  swallow  that  resolution ;  and  has  its 
nature  cbanged  since  then!  Is  it  any  more 
eiHHtitutioniu  now  than  it  was  then  ?  Not  at 
aU.  But  executive  power  has  interposed.  Talk 
to  me  of  the  voice  of  tlie  people  I  No,  sir.  It 
is  the  combination  of  patronage  and  power  to 
coerce  Has  body  into  a  gross  and  palpable  vio- 
lation of  tbe  constitution.  Some  individuals,  I 
perceive,  think  to  escape  through  the  particular 
Bona  in  which  this  act  is  to  be  perpetrated. 
Tbey  tell  us  that  the  resolution  on  your  records 
is  not  to  be  eniungod,  but  is  only  to  be  endors- 
ed "  Expunged."  Really,  sir,  I  do  not  know 
bow  to  argati  against  such  contemptible  sophis- 
try. The  occasion  is  too  solemn  for  an  argu- 
ment of  this  sort.  You  are  going  to  violate  the 
eonstitation,  and  you  get  rid  of  the  infamy  by 
a  falsehood.  You  yourselves  say  that  the  reso- 
lution is  expunged  by  your  order.  Yet  you  say 
it  is  not  expunged.  Yon  put  your  act  in  ex- 
press words.  You  record  it,  and  then  turn 
Toond  and  deny  it. 

But  wh&t  is  the  motive  ?  What  is  the  pre- 
text for  this  enormity !  Why,  gentlemen  toll 
us  the  Senate  has  two  distinct  consciences — a 
legudative  conscience,  and  a  judicial  conscience. 
As  a  legislative  body  we  have  decided  that  the 
Preadent  baa  violated  the  constitution.  But 
gentlemen  tell  ns  that  this  is  an  impeachable 
offence ;  and,  as  we  may  be  called  to  try  it  in 
onr  jndicial  capacity,  we  have  no  right  to  ex- 
cess iha  opinion.  I  need  not  show  how  in- 
conastent  such  a  position  is  with  the  eternal, 
haprescriptible  right  of  freedom  of  speech,  and 
how  utterly  inconsistent  it  is  with  precedents 
drawn  from  the  history  of  our  British  ancestors, 
where  the  same  liberty  of  speech  has  for  cen- 
tuies  been  enjoyed.  There  is  a  shorter  and 
more  direct  argument  in  reply.  Gentlemen 
who  take  that  position  cannot,  according  to 
their  own  showing,  vote  for  Uiis  resolution; 
for  if  it  is  unconstitutional  for  us  to  record  a 
T»(dution  of  condemnation,  because  we  may 
afterwards  be  called  to  try  the  case  in  a  judici^ 
capacity,  then  it  is  equally  unconstitutional  for 
OS  to  record  a  resolatioa  of  acquittal.    If  it  is 


unconstitutional  for  the  Senate  to  declare  before 
a  trial  that  the  Prendent  has  violated  the  con- 
stitution, it  is  equally  unconstitutional  to  de- 
clare before  a  trial  that  he  has  not  violated  the 
constitution.  The  same  principle  is  involved 
in  both.  Yet,  in  the  very  itc^  of  this  principle, 
gentlemen  are  here  going  to  condemn  their 
own  act. 

But  why  do  I  waste  my  breath  t  I  know  it 
is  all  utterly  vain.  The  day  is  gone ;  night  ap- 
proaches, and  night  is  suitable  to  the  dark  deed 
we  meditate.  There  is  a  sort  of  destiny  in  this 
thing.  The  act  must  be  perfonped ;  and  it  is 
an  act  which  will  tell  on  the  political  history 
of  this  country  forever.  Other  preceding  vio- 
lations of  the  constitution  (and  they  have  been 
many  and  great)  filled  my  bosom  with  indigna^ 
tion,  but  this  fills  it  only  with  grief.  Others 
were  done  in  the  heat  of  party.  Power  waa^ 
as  it  were,  compelled  to  support  itself  by  seiz- 
ing upon  new  instruments  of  influence  and 
p^ronage ;  and  there  were  ambitious  and  able ' 
men  to  direct  the  process.  Such  was  the 
removal  of  the  deposits,  which  the  President 
seized  upon  by  a  new  and  unprecedented  act 
of  arbitrary  power;  an  act  which  save  him 
ample  means  of  rewarding  friends  and  punish- 
ing enemies.  Something  may,  perhaps,  be 
pwloned  to  him  in  this  matter,  on  the  old 
apology  of  tyrants — the  plea  of  necessity.  But 
here  there  can  be  no  such  apology.  Here  no 
necessity  can  so  much  as  be  pretended.  This 
act  originates  in  pure,  unmixed,  personal  idol- 
atry. It  is  the  melancholy  evidence  of  a 
broken  spirit,  ready  to  bow  at  the  feet  of  pow- 
er. The  former  act  was  such  a  one  as  might 
have  been  perpetrated  in  the  days  of  Pompey 
or  Oassar ;  out  an  act  like  this  could  never  have 
been  consummated  by  a  Roman  Senate  until  the 
times  of  Caligula  and  Nero. 

Mr.   Olat  inquired   whether  the   question 
involved  both  the  preamble  and  the  resolution. 

The  Chaib  said  it  embraced  the  whole  subject 
matter. 


S^TUSDAT,  January  14. 
The  Pvhlie  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Euro,  of  Alabama,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  prohibiting  sales  of  the  public  lands,  except 
to  actual  settlers  and  in  limited  quantities,  as 
amended  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Waleeb  said,  the  great  principle  contain- 
ed in  the  bill  now  under  consideration  was  to 
arrest  monopolies  of  the  public  lands,  and  limit 
the  sales  to  settlers  or  cmtivators.  The  adop- 
tion of  this  measure  would  have  a  material 
influence  upon  the  revenue  of  the  Government 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Before  in- 
vestigating tne  detfuls  of  the  bill,  it  would  be 
proper  to  examine  the  preliminary  question, 
whether  the  great  principle  upon  which  the 
bill  reposes  is  such  as  to  recommend  it  to  the 
favorable  oonaderation  of  the  American  Senate. 
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80  long  as  Congress  offers  for  sale  hundreds  of 
millions  of  acres  of  land,  with  no  limitation 
upon  the  extent  of  the  purchase,  vast  quantities 
of  these  lands  mnst  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  few 
capitalists,  thus  authorized  and  invited  by  the 
Government  to  make  the  purchase ;  and  when 
these  capitalists  confined  their  operations  to  the 
acquisition  of  lands  unoccupied  by  any  settler, 
it  was  clearly  erroneous  to  denounce  such 
speculations  during  the  continuance  of  the  ex- 
isting system.  It  was  the  systen}  that  was 
wrong ;  and  so  long  as  it  was  continued,  any 
denunciation  of  those  who  purchased  largo 
bodies  of  the  unoccupied  public  lands  was  worse 
than  ridicnlons.  Bach  purchases  had  been 
made,  and  would  continue  to  be  made,  by 
many  respectable  citizens,  in  accordance  with 
t^e  invitation  of  the  Government;  and  any 
dennnciation  of  such  purchases  would  only 
react  upon  the  Congress  which  adopted  the 
existing  system,  as  weU  as  every  succeeding 
Congress  which  refuses  its  repeal  or  modifica- 
tion. But  the  question  recurs,  does  this  system 
best  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  American 
people?  and  shall  we  continue  to  invite  and 
encourage  the  monopoly  of  the  public  lands  by 
a  few  individuals,  or  so  amend  the  existing 
system  as  to  sell  the  public  lands  only  in  limit- 
ed quantitjes,  sufScient  for  farms  or  plantations, 
and  thus  reserve  for  these  great  and  useful  pur- 

I)oses  this  noble  public  domain?  Whether  these 
ands  shall  thus  be  reserved  for  sale  only  for 
settlement  or  cultivation,  or  whether  they  shall 
be  permitted  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  few 
indmduals,  by  townships,  counties,  and  even 
entire  States,  in  a  single  year,  is  the  true 
question  which  we  must  determine. 

The  evils  of  the  existing  system  were  only 
ftally  developed  during  the  past  year  and  that 
which  preceded  it.  By  the  returns  from  the 
Land  Office,  the  sales,  exclusive  of  those  at 
Pontotoc,  Mississippi,  during  the  first  three 
qnarters  of  the  past  year,  amounted  to  (20,- 
068,480,  and  the  number  of  acres  sold  to  15,984,- 
480.  Thus,  upon  the  same  ratio,  tbe  sales  of 
the  year  1836  amounted  to  twenty  millions  of 
acres,  and  upwards  of  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars ;  and,  including  the  sales  at  Pontotoc,  to 
more  than  twenty-one  billions  of  acres,  and 
more  than  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars.  In 
a  single  year,  thus,  a  portion  of  the  public 
domain  has  been  sold,  nearly  equal  in  super- 
ficial extent  to  the  great  State  of  Ohio,  and  ex- 
ceeding the  superficies  of  five  New  England 
States,  containing  more  than  two  millions  of 
people.  In  this  manner,  entire  States  are  swept 
in  a  single  year  into  the  hands  of  speculators, 
who  mav  thus  exercise  a  greater  control  over 
the  dostmy  of  these  States,  for  half  a  century 
to  come,  than  the  national  and  State  Legisla- 
tures combined.  Can  any  system  be  devised 
more  destructive  of  equal  rights  and  republican 
principles  ?  In  vain  shall  we  have  struck  down 
the  feudal  system,  with  its  accompanying  re- 
lation of  lord  and  vassal,  if  we  create  and  con- 
tinne  here  this  worse  than  feudal  vassalage, 


this  system  of  American  landlords,  engn^sins 
millions  of  acres,  and  regulating  the  terms  m 
sale  or  settlement.  In  vain  shall  we  have 
abolished  the  system  of  primogeniture  and  en- 
tailments, as  calculated  to  create  landed  mo- 
nopolies, if  we  sustain  the  existing  policy,  l^ 
which  a  few  capitalists  may  engross  m  a  single 
year  the  ownership  of  States,  and  control  me 
destiny  of  millions.  An  extent  of  territoty 
equal  to  five  States  passing  in  a  single  year  in- 
to the  hands  of  speculators!  mnst  not  (his 
create  here  a  landed  aristocracy,  without  the 
title,  but  more  wealthy  and  powerfid  than  the 
sinking  nobility  of  England  ?  It  will  estabM 
a  fourth  estate,  more  controlling  than  the  leg- 
islative, executive,  and  Judicial  power.  It  will 
control  agriculture  and  its  products,  by  regdat- 
ing  the  price  of  landed  property.  It  will  ce^ 
tainly  introduce  into  the  new  States  the  system 
of  landlord  and  tenant,  by  which  the  occnpsnt 
will  not  be  the  owner  of  the  soil  he  cultivates, 
but  the  tributary  of  some  absentee  landlord,  who 
will,  in  the  shape  of  an  annual  rent,  reap  nearjy 
all  the  profits  of  the  labor  of  the  cultivator.  It 
will  establish  a  relation  of  abject  dependence 
on  the  one  hand,  and  tyrannical  power  on  the 
other.  It  will  impoverish  the  many,  and  enrich 
the  few.  It  will  create  a  war  of  capital  against 
labor,  of  the  producer  against  the  non-producer, 
of  the  cultivator  against  the  speculator;  a  war 
in  which  this  Government  will  be  arrayed  on 
the  side  of  the  speculator,  enlarging  his  do- 
minion, increasmg  his  power,  until,  in  a  few 
years  more^.  he  will  acquire  a  complete  mo- 
nopoly, and  maintain  an  undisputed  empiie, 
throughout  the  valley  of  the  "West. 

There  can  be  no  greater  injury  to  any  coun- 
try than  the  monopoly  of  its  lands  by  a  few 
individuals ;  thus  keeping  those  lands  out  of 
the  hands  of  settlers  and  cultivators,  and  con- 
demning vast  regions  of  fertile  lands  to  remain 
for  years  waste  and  uncultivated.  The  Vest, 
for  many  years,  has  been  endeavoring  to  obtain 
from  Congress  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands ;  but  the  continuation  of  the  exist- 
ing system  is  worse  than  a  refusal  to  reduce 
the  price ;  it  is  equivalent  to  a  law  raising  the 
price  to  settlers  and  cultivators  from  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  to  a  price  vary- 
ing fi-om  five  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre.  It  is 
well  known  that,  within  the  last  few  yeaR 
vast  bodies  of  public  lands  have  been  purchased 
by  speculators  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre,  and  resold  to  settlers'  or  culti- 
vators at  prices  varying  from  five  to  thirty 
dollars  per  acre.  And  what  mnst  soon  be  the 
inevitable  result  of  continuing  the  existing 
system?  At  the  rate  of  twenty-one  millions 
of  acres  per  annum,  speculators  in  a  veir  few 
years  must  own  nearly  every  acre  of  good  land 
in  the  present  new  States  and  organized  Terri- 
tories of  the  Union.  When  this  monopoly  shall 
be  complete,  and  no  good  land  remains  the 

Eroperty  of  the  Government,  will  not  a  still 
igher  price  be  demanded  for  those  lands  by 
those  who  hold  them  ?    If  we  abolish  the  sys- 
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tern  of  sales  to  n>ecnlator8,  these  millions  of 
acrea  of  good  land,  now  owned  by  the  Govern- 
ment, will  pass,  from  time  to  time,  at  the 
minimnm  price,  into  the  hands  of  settlers  or 
enltirators,  which  otherwise  would  be  pur- 
chased bj  speculators,  and  resold  by  them  at 
from  five  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre.  Every 
Senator  who  votes  asainst  tnis  bill  votes  for 
eontinaing  a  system  by  which  this  vast  en- 
banoemei^  to  settlers  and  cultivators,  of  the 
priee  of  the  public  lands,  must  soon  take  place. 
There  can  be  no  greater  curse  to  any  country, 
no  more  serious  impediment  to  its  prosperi^, 
than,  the  high  priee  of  its  unoccupied  lands.  It 
prevents  or  postpones  the  settlement  of  those 
unda.  and  decreases  the  wealth,  products,  and 
population  of  a  State.  It  is  equivalent  to  a 
decree  of  man,  condemmng  to  remain  waste  and 
uncnltivated  vast  regions  created  by  nature 
mezhanstibly  fertile,  and  inviting  the  hand  of 
improvement.  What  Senator  from  any  new 
State  has  not  seen  whole  townships  of  land  re- 
maining  in  the  hands  of  speculators,  waste  and 
Bnoccupied,  where  otherwise  purchases  by  set- 
tlers or  cultivators  would  have  been  made  at 
the  minimum  price  of  the  Government,  and 
where  would  now  be  smiling  firms  and  pros- 
perous villages  t 

[Hr.  Walker,  after  a  fbrther  ezpoddon  of  the 
principles  of  his  bill,  oondaded  irith  saying :] 

Such  are  die  gi^t  principles  of  the  bill,  and 
the  details  are  designed  to  promote  the  great 
object  Soles  of  the  public  lands  at  public 
auction,  though  not  entirely  abolished,  are  con- 
fined to  those  who  purchase  for  settlement  or 
cultivation.  The  speculator  is  excluded  from 
the  pnbUc  sales,  as  he  is  from  private  entries. 
This  is  indiqiensable ;  for  when  the  speculator 
is  excluded  only  from  private  entries,  but  per- 
mitted to  purchase  at  pubHo  auction,  he  would 
engross  neariy  all  the  lands  ofi'ered  at  any 
fiitore  land  sales.  And  what  has  the  Govern- 
ment gained  by  the  sales  of  its  lands  at  public 
auction  t  Nothing  deserving  an  estimate.  Up- 
on comp<tring  the  o£9cial  records,  the  total 
number  of  acres  sold,  and  the  total  price  re- 
ceived, Hie  following  have  been  the  results  of 
the  auction  system:  From  the  1st  of  July, 
1820,  to  the  present  period,  we  have  received, 
from  E^es  of  the  public  lands,  an  average  of 
three  cents  per  acre  over  the  minimum  price ; 
from  17d6  to  1st  July,  1820,  nearly  three  cents 
per  acre  over  the  minimum  price ;  from  1796 
to  the  present  period,  three  cents  per  acre  over 
the  minimum  price;  for  the  year  1886,  one 
eent  and  a  haLT  per  acre  over  the  minimum 
price;  for  the  year  18S6,  less  than  one  cent  per 
acre  over  the  minimum  price.  Hence  it  is 
obvious  that  nothing  is  gfdned  by  the  Govern- 
ment by  continuing  the  auction  system. 

Mr.  "W.  here  proceeded  to  explain  to  the  Sen- 
ate the  det«ls  of  the  bill ;  the  danse  confining 
Qte  sales  to  settiers  or  cultivators ;  the  limita- 
tion to  two  sections;  the  authority  to  parents 


to  purchase  for  their  children,  with  a  view  to 
the  esteblishment  of  farms ;  the  pre-emption 
section ;  the  privilege  of  purchasing  in  forty- 
acre  lots ;  and,  finally,  the  taxing  power  con- 
ceded to  the  States,  by  which  they  might  raise 
a  revenue  from  unoccupied  lands,  whether  held 
by  their  own  or  non-resident  speculators,  and 
thus,  to  a  certain  extent,  repress  speculation. 
And  Mr.  W.  concluded  by  returning  his  thanks 
to  the  Senate  for  the  very  general  and  indulgent 
attention  with  which  they  had  received  his 
remarks. 


MomiAT,  January  16. 
Expunging  Betolutwn. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 

of  the  special  order,  which  was  Mr.  Bkston'b 
resolution  to  expunge  from  the  journal  of  the 
Senate  the  resolution  of  the  28th  March,  1884, 
censuring  the  President  for  having  removed  the 
deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Olat  rose  and  said  that,  considering  that 
he  was  the  mover  of  the  resolution  of  March, 
1834,  and  the  consequent  relation  in  which  he 
stood  to  the  minority  of  the  Senate  by  whose 
vote  it  was  adopted,  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  say  something  on  this  expunging  reso- 
lution; and  he  had. always  intended  to  do  so 
when  he  should  be  persuaded  that  there  existed 
a  settied  purpose  of  pressing  it  to  a  final  ded- 
sion.  But  it  had  been  so  taken  up  and  put 
down  at  the  last  session — taken  up  one  day, 
when  a  speech  was  prepared  for  delivery,  and 

Eut  down  when  it  was  pronounced — that  he 
ad  really  doubted  whether  there  existed  any 
serious  intentions  of  ever  putting  it  to  the  vote. 
At  the  very  close  of  the  last  session,  it  will  be 
recollected  that  the  resolution  came  up,  and  in 
several  quarters  of  the  Senate  a  disposition  was 
manifested  to  eome  to  a  definitive  decision.  Oa 
that  occasion  he  had  offered  to  waive  his  right 
to  address  the  Senate,  and  silentiy  to  vote  upon 
the  resolution ;  but  it  was  again  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  laid  there  forever,  as  the  country 
supposed,  and  as  he  believed.  It  is,  however, 
now  revived;  and,  sundry  changes  having 
taken  place  in  the  members  of  this  body,  it 
would  seem  that  the  present  design  is  to  bring 
the  resolution  to  an  absolute  conclusion. 

I  have  not  risen,  (continued  Mr.  0.,)  to  repeat, 
at  full  length,  the  argument  by  which  the 
friends  of  the  resolution  of  March,  1834,  sus- 
tained it.  That  argument  is  before  the  world, 
was  unanswered  at  the  time,  and  is  unanswer- 
able. And  I  here,  in  my  place,  in  the  presence 
of  my  country  and  of  my  GJod,  after  the  fullest 
consideration  and  deliberation  of  which  my 
mind  is  capable,  reassert  my  solemn  conviction 
of  the  truth  of  every  proposition  contained  in 
that  resolution.  But,  whiW  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  commit  such  an  infliction  upon  the  Sen- 
ate as  that  would  be  of  retracing  the  whole 
ground  of  argument  formerly  occupied,  I  desire 
to  lay  before  it,  at  this  time,  a  brief  and  true 
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state  of  the  case.  Before  the  fatal  step  u  taken 
of  giving  to  the  ezponging  resolation  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  American  Senate,  I  wish,  by  pre- 
senting a  faithful  outline  of  the  real  questions 
involved  in  the  resolntion  of  1884,  to  make  a 
last,  even  if  it  is  to  be  an  ineffeotufj,  appeal  to 
the  sober  judgments  of  Senators.  I  begin  bj 
reasserting  the  truth  of  that  resolution. 

Onr  British  ancestors  understood  perfectly 
well  the  immense  importance  of  the  money 
power  in  a  representative  Government.  It  is 
the  great  lever  by  which  the  crown  is  touched, 
and  made  to  conform  its  administration  to  the 
interests  of  the  kingdom  and  the  will  of  the 

nile.  Deprive  Parliament  of  the  power  of 
y  grantmg  or  withholding  supplies,  and 
gurren&r  to  the  King  the  purse  of  the  nation, 
he  instantly  becomes  an  absolute  monarch. 
Whatever  may  be .  the  form  of  government, 
elective  or  hereditary,  democratic  or  despotic, 
that  person  who  commands  the  force  of  the 
nation,  and  at  the  same  time  has  nnoontroUed 
possession  of  the  purse  of  the  nation,  has  abso- 
late  power,  whatever  may  be  the  official  name 
by  which  he  is  called.  * 

Our  immediate  ancestors,  profiting  by  the 
lessons  on  civil  liberty  which  had  been  taught 
in  the  country  from  which  we  sprung,  endeav- 
ored to  encircle  around  the  public  purse,  in  the 
hands  of  Congress,  every  possible  security 
against  the  Intrusion  of  the  i^euutive.  With 
this  view.  Congress  alone  is  invested  by  the 
constitution,  with  the  power  to  lay  and  coUect 
the  taxes.  When  collected,  not  a  cent  is  to  be 
drawn  from  the  public  Treasury  but  in  virtue 
of  an  act  of  Congress.  And  among  the  first 
acts  of  this  Government  was  the  passage  of  a 
law  establishing  the  Treasury  Department,  for 
the  safe  keeping  and  the  legal  and  regular  dis- 
bursement of  the  money  so  collected.  By  that 
act  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  Department ;  and,  varying  in  this 
respect  from  all  the  other  Departments,  he  is 
to  report,  not  to  the  President,  but  directly  to 
Congress,  and  is  liable  to  be  called  to  give  in- 
formation in  person  before  Oongpress.  It  is  im- 
possible to  examine  dispassionately  that  act, 
without  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  he  is 
emphatically  the  a^nt  of  Congress,  in  perform- 
ing the  duties  assigned  by  the  constitatipn  to 
Congress.  The  act  further  provides  ^t  a 
Treasurer  shall  be  appointed,  to  receive  and 
keep  the  public  money ;  and  none  can  be  drawn 
from  his  custody  but  under  the  authority  of  a 
law,  and  in  virtue  of  a  warrant  drawn  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  countersigned  by 
the  Comptroller,  and  recorded  by  the  Register. 
Only  when  such  a  warrant  is  presented  can  the 
Treasurer  lawfully  pay  one  dollar  from  the 
public. parse.  Why  was  the  concurrence  of 
these  four  officers  required  in  disbursements  of 
the  pnblio  money  4  Was  it  not  for  greater 
Beonnty  t  Was  it  not  intended  that  each,  ex- 
ercising a  separate  and  independent  will,  should 
be  a  check  upon  every  other  ?  Was  it  not  the 
purpose  of  tne  law  to  consider  each  of  these 


four  officers,  acting  in  his  proper  sphere,  not  u 
a  mere  automaton,  but  as  an  intellectual,  intd- 
ligent,  and  responsible  persm,  bound  to  observe 
the  law,  and  to  stop  the  warrant,  or  stop  the 
money,  if  the  avtbority  of  the  law  were  want- 

Thus  stood  the  Treasury  from  1789  to  ISlt. 
During  that  long  time  no  President  had  ever 
attempted  to  interfere  with  the  custody  of  the 
public  parse.  It  remained  where  the  law 
placed  it,  undisturbed,  and  every  Chief  Magis- 
trate, including  the  Father  of  his  Country,  re- 
spected the  law. 

In  1816  an  act  passed  to  estabHsb  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of 
twenty  years,  and,  by  the  16th  section  of  the 
act,  it  is  enacted  "that  the  deposits  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  wbidi 
the  said  bank  and  the  branches  thereof  may  be 
ertablished,  shall  be  made  in  siud  bank  or 
branches  thereof,  onless  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and 
direct;  in  which  case,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Congrees, 
if  in  session,  and,  if  not,  immediately  after  the 
commenoement  of  the  next  session,  tiie  reason* 
of  sach  order  or  direction." 

Thus  it  is  perfectly  manifest,  from  the  expreM 
words  of  the  law,  that  the  power  to  make  any 
order  or  direction  for  the  removal  (rfthe  pnblk 
deposits  is  confided  to  the  Secretary  alone,  to 
the  absolute  exclusion  of  the  President,  and  all 
the  world  besides.  And  the  law,  prooeedbg 
upon  the  established  principle  tliat  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  all  that  concerns  the 
public  purse,  acts  as  the  direct  agent  of  Con- 
gress, requires,  in  the  event  of  his  ordering  or 
directing  a  removal  of  the  deposits,  that  he 
shall  immediately  lay  his  reasons  therefor  be- 
fore whom?  The  President?  Ko;  before 
Congress. 

So  stood  the  public  Treasury  and  the  pnUio 
deposits  ftx)m  the  year  1816  to  September,  1838. 
In  all  that  period  of  seventeen  years,  mnniog 
through  or  into  four  several  administrations  m 
the  Government,  the  law  had  its  uninterrupted 
operation,  no  Chief  Magistrate  having  assumed 
upon  himself  the  power  of  diverting  the  pub- 
lic purse  from  its  lawful  custody,  or  of  snosti- 
tutm^  his  will  to  that  of  the  officer  to  whose 
care  it  was  exclusively  intrusted.         ' .  - 

In  the  session  of  Congress  of  1882-'8  an  in- 
guiry  had  been  instituted  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  into  the  condition  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  It  resulted  in  a  convic- 
tion of  its  entire  safety,  and  a  declaration  by 
the  House,  made  only  a  short  time  before  the 
a^jouroment  of  Congress,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1888,  that  the  public  deposits  were  perfectly 
secure.  This  deohu^on  was  probably  made 
in  consequence  of  soapicioDS  then  afloat  of  a 
design  on  the  part  of  tne  Executive  to  remove 
the  deposits.  These  suspicions  were  denied  by 
the  press  friendly  to  the  administration.  Nev- 
ertheless, the  members  had  scarcely  reached 
their  respeetiye  homes  before  measures  were 
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wmiBenoed  by  the  EzeontiTe  to  effect  a  remov- 
A  at  the  deposits  tnaa  that  yerjr  place  of  safety 
which  it  was  among  the  last  acts  of  the  Honse 
to  declare  existed  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

In  proaeention  of  this  design,  Mr.  MoLane, 
tiie  Secretary  <^  the  Treasury,  who  \ras  decid- 
edly opposed  to  sadh  a  measure,  was  promoted 
to  the  Department  of  Bti^e,  and  Mr.  Doane 
iras  (^tpointed  to  soooeed  him.  Bat  Mr.  Da- 
ane  was  eqnally  convinced  with  his  predeces- 
sor tlutt  he  was  finrbidden  by  every  considera- 
tion of  duty  to  ezecnte  the  power  with  which 
fte  law  had  introsted  the  Secretary  of  the 
IVeasiiry,  and  reAised  to  remove  the  deposits ; 
wherenpon  he  was  dismissed  from  office,  a  new 
Secretary  <rf  the  Treasory  was  appointed,  and, 
io  September,  18S3,  by  the  command  c^  the 
President,  the  measure  was  finally  accomplish- 
ed. That  it  was  the  President's  act  was  never 
denied,  bat  proclaimed,  boasted,  defended.  It 
ftU  npon  the  ooontry  like  a  thunderbolt,  agitat- 
ing the  TJnioti  from  one  extremity  to  the  other. 
The  stoateet  adherents  of  the  administration 
w«re  alarmed ;  and  all  thinking  men,  not  blind- 
ed by  party  prejudice,  beheld  in  the  act  a  bold 
and  dangerous  exercise  of  power;  and  no 
teman  sagaoty  can  now  foresee  the  tremen- 
doos  conseqnenoes  which  will  ensue.  The  meas- 
ure was  adopted  not  long  before  the  approach- 
ing seaaon  et  Congress ; .  and,  as  the  concurrence 
of  both  brandies  might  be  necessary  to  compel 
a  restora^Mi  of  the  deposits,  the  oljject  was  to 
take  the  cfaanee  of  a  possible  division  between 
them,  and  thereby  defeat  the  restoration. 

And  whwe  did  the  President  find  the  power 
Cor  tfais  most  extraordinary  actt  It  has  been 
seen  that  the  o(Mutitation,  jealoos  of  all  execu- 
tive interference  with  the  Treasory  of  the  na- 
tion, has  confided  it  to  the  ezclosive  care  of 
Congress,  by  every  precautionary  guard,  from 
the  first  imposition  of  the  taxes  to  the  final 
disbaraement  of  the  public  money. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  language  of  the 
lOtii  section  of  tite  law  of  1816  is  express  and 
free  from  aU  ambignity,-  and  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  the  sole  and  exclusive  de- 
po«tary  of  the  antiiority  which  it  confers. 

Those  who  maintain  the  i>ower  of  the  Presi- 
dent have  to  support  it  against  the  positive 
language  of  the  constitution,  against  the  ex- 
plicit words  of  the  statute,  and  against  the 
genius  and  theory  of  all  our  institntions. 

And  how  do  they  surmoant  these  insuper- 
able obstacles  ?  By  a  series  of  far-fetched  im- 
plications, whidi,  if  eve^  one  of  them  were 
as  true  as  they  are  believed  to  be  incorrect  or 
perverted,  wonld  stop  far  short  of  mnintjining 
die  power  which  was  exercised. 

The  first  of  these  implied  powers  is,  that  of 
ffiamissal,  whidi  .is  claimed  for  the  President. 
Of  all  the  qneetioaed  powers  ever  excercised 
by  this  Government,  this  is  the  most  question- 
able. From  the  first  Congress  down  to  the 
present  adminiatrstion,  it  had  never  been  ex- 
amined. It  was  carried  then,  in  the  Senate,  by 
YouXIIL — 8 


the  casting  vote  of  .the  Vice  President  And 
those  who,  at  that  day,  argued  in  behalf  of  the 
power,  contended  for  it  upon  conditions  which 
have  been  utterly  disregarded  by  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate.  The  power  of  dismissal  is 
nowhere  in  the  constitution  granted,  in  express 
terms,  to  the  President.  It  is  not  a  necessary 
incident  to  any  granted  power;  and  the  friencfs 
of  the  power  have  never  been  able  to  agree 
among  themselves  as  to  the  precise  part  of  the 
constitution  from  which  it  springs. 

Bat  if  the  power  of  dismissal-  was  as  incon- 
testable as  it  is  justly  controvertible,  we  utterly 
deny  the  consequences  deduced  from  it.  The 
argument  is,  that  the  President  bos,  by  impli- 
cation, the  power  of  dismissal.  From  this  nrst 
implication  another  is  drawn;  and  that  is, 
that  the  President  has  the  power  to  control  the 
officer,  whom  he  may  dismiss,  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  in  all  cases  whatever ;  and  Uiat 
this  power  of  control  is  so  comprehensive  as  to 
include  even  the  case  of  a  specific  duty  express- 
ly assigned  by  law  to  the  designated  officer. 

Now,  we  deny  these  results  from  the  dismiss- 
ing power.  That  power,  if  it  exists,  can  draw 
after  it  only  a  right  of  general  superintendence. 
It  cannot  authorize  the  President  to  substitute 
his  will  to  the  will  of  the  officer  charged  witii 
the  performance  of  official  duties.  Above  aU, 
it  cannot  justify  such  a  substitution  in  a  case 
where  the  law,  as  in  the  present  instance,  as- 
signs to  a  designated  officer  exclusively  the 
performance  of  a  particular  duty,  and  com- 
mands him  to  report,  not  to  the  I^esident,  but 
to  Congress,  in  a  case  regarding  the  public  purse 
of  the  nation,  committS  to  the  exclusive  con- 
trol of  Congress. 

Such  a  consequence  as  that  which  I  am 
contesting  would  concentrate  iu  the  hands  of 
one  man  the  entire  executive  power  of  the  oar- 
tion,  uncontrolled  and  unchecked. 

It  would  be  utterly  destructive  of  all  official 
responsibility.  Instead  of  each  officer  being 
responsible,  in  his  own  separate  sphere,  for  his 
official  acts,  he  would  shelter  himself  behind 
the  orders  of  the  President  And  what  triba- 
nal,  in  heaven  above  or  on  earth  below,  could 
render  judgment  against  any  officer  for  an  act, 
however  atrocious,  performed  hj  the  express 
command  of  the  President  which,  according 
to  the  argument,  he  was  absolutely  bound  to 
obey? 

"WliilBt  aU  official  responsibility  would  be  ut- 
terly annihilated  in  subordinate  officers,  there 
woald  be  no  practical  or  available  responsibili- 
ty in  the  President  himself. 

Bat  the  case  has  been  supposed,  of  a  neces- 
sity for  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  and  a 
refusal  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
move them ;  and  it  is  triumphantly  asked  i^ 
in  such  a  case,  the  President  may  not  remove 
him,  and  command  the  deed  to  be  done.  That 
is  an  extreme  case,  which  may  be  met  by  an- 
other. Suppose  the  President,  without  any 
necessity,  oraers  the  removal  from  a  place  of 
sdiety  to  a  place  of  hazard  ?    If  there  be  dan- 
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ger  that  a  SecretaTy  may  neglect  hia  duty,  there 
b  equal  danger  that  a  President  may  abase  his 
authority.  Infallibility  is  not  a  homan  attri- 
bute. And  tliere  is  more  security  for  the  public 
in  holding  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
strict  performance  of  an  official  duty,  specially 
assigned  to  him,  under  all  his  official  responsi- 
bility, than  to  allow  the  President  to  ■wrest  the 
work  from  his  hands,  annihilate  his  responsi- 
bility, and  stand  himself  practically  irresponsi- 
ble. It  is  far  better  that  millions  shoald  be  lost 
by  the  neglect  of  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
than  to  establish  the  monstrous  principle  that 
all  the  checks  and  balances  of  the  Execative 
Government  shall  be  broken  down,  the  whole 
power  absorbed  by  one  man,  and  his  will  be- 
come the  supreme  mle.  The  argument  which 
I  am  combating  places  the  whole  Treasury  of 
the  nation  at  the  mercy  of  the  Executive.  It 
is  in  vain  to  talk  of  appropriations  by  law,  and 
the  formalities  of  warrants  upon  the  Treasury. 
Assuming  the  argument  to  be  correct,  what  is 
to  prevent  the  execution  of  an  order  from  the 
President  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
issue  a  warrant,  without  the  sanction  of  a  pre- 
vious legal  appropriation,  to  the  Comptroller  to 
countersign  it^  to  the  Register  to  register  it,  and 
to  the  Treasurer  to  pay  it  t  What  becomes  of 
that  quadruple  security  which  the  precaution 
of  the  law  provided  f  Instead  of  four  substan- 
tive and  independent  wills,  acting  under  legal 
obligations,  all  are  merged  in  the  executive 
Tortex. 

But  there  was,  in  point  of  fiact,  no  cause, 
none  whatever,  for  the  measure.  Every  fiscal 
consideration  (and  no  other  had  the  Secretary 
or  the  President  a  right  to  entertain)  required 
the  deposits  to  be  left  undisturbed  in  the  place 
of  perfect  safety  where  by  law  they  were.  We 
told  yon  so  at  the  time.  We  asserted  that  the 
charges  of  insecurity  and  insolvency  of  the 
bank  were  without  the  slightest  foundation. 
And  time,  that  great  arbiter  of  human  con- 
troversies, has  confirmed  all  that  we  said. 
The  bank,  from  documents  submitted  to  Con- 
gress by  lie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  the 
present  session,  appears  to  be  able  not  only  to 
return  every  dollar  of  the  stock  held  in  its 
capital  by  the  public,  but  an  addition  of  eleven 
per  cent,  beyond  it. 

Those  who  defend  the  executive  act  have  to 
maintain  not  only  that  the  President  may  as- 
sume upon  himself  the  discharge  of  a  duty  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
but  that  he  may  remove  that  officer,  arbitrarily, 
and  without  any  cause,  because  he  refusei  to 
remove  the  public  deposits  without  cause. 

My  mind  conducts  me  to  a  totally  different 
conclusion.  I  think,  I  solemnly  believe,  that 
the  President "  assumed  upon  himself  authority 
and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution 
and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  bolJi,"  in  the 
'language  of  the  resolution.  I  believed  then  in 
the  truth  of  the  resolution ;  and  I  now,  in  my 
place,  and  under  all  my  ree^onsibility,  reavow 


my  unshaken  conviction  of  it.  But  it  has  been 
contended  on  this  occasion,  as  it  was  in  the  de- 
bate which  preceded  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution of  1834,  that  ihe  Senate  has  no  ri^t  to 
express  the  truth  on  any  question  wMmi,  by 
possibility,  may  become  a  subject  of  impeach- 
ment. It  is  manifest  that  if  it  may,  there  is  no 
more  usual  or  appropriate  form  in  which  it  may 
be  done  than  that  of  resolutions,  joint  or  sepa- 
rate, orders,  or  bills.  In  no  other  mode  can  the 
collective  sense  of  the  body  be  expressed.  But 
Senators  maintain  that  no  matter  what  may  be 
the  executive  encroachment  upon  the  joint 
powers  of  the  two  Houses,  or  the  separate  au- 
thority of  the  Senate,  it  is  bound  to  stand  mute, 
and  not  breathe  one  word  of  complaint  or  re- 
monstrance. According  to  the  argument,  the 
greater  the  violation  of  the  constitution  <»'  tlie 
law,  the  greater  the  incompetency  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  express  any  opinion  upon  it  I  Further, 
that  this  incompetency  is  not  confined  to  the 
acts  of  the  President  only,  but  extends  to  those 
of  every  officer  who  is  liable  to  impeachment 
under  the  constitution.  Is  this  possible  !  Can 
it  be  true !  Contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  nature^ 
is  the  Senate  the  only  being  which  has  no  power 
of  self-preservation — no  right  to  complun  or  to 
remonsti-ate  against  attaclu  upon  its  very  exist- 
ence? 

The  argument  is,  that  the  Senate,  being  the 
constitutional  tribunal  to  try  all  impeachments, 
is  thereby  precluded  from  the  exercise  of  the 
right  to  express  any  opinion  upon  any  official 
nuilfeasance,  except  when  acting  in  its  judicial 
character. 

If  this  disqualification  exist,  it  applies  to  all 
impeachable  officers,  and  ought  to  have  pro- 
tected the  late  Postmaster  General  against  the 
resolution,  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate, declaring  that  be  had  borrowed  money  con- 
trary to  law.  And  it  would  disable  the  Senate 
fW>m  considering  that  Treasury  order  which  has 
formed  such  a  prominent  subject  of  its  deliber- 
ations during  the  present  session. 

And  how  do  Senators  maintain  this  obliga- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  remain  silent  and  behold 
itself  stript,  one  by  one,  of  all  its  constitutional 
powers,  without  resistance,  and  without  mur- 
mur t  Is  it  imposed  by  the  language  of  the 
constitution  !  Has  any  part  of  that  instrument 
been  pointed  to  which  expressly  enjoins  it? 
No,  no,  not  a  syllable.  But  it  is  attempted  to 
be  deduced  by  another  far-fetched  implication. 
Because  the  Senate  is  the  body  which  is  to  try- 
impeachments,  therefore  it  is  inferred  the  Sea- 
ate  can  express  no  opinion  on  any  matter  which 
may  form  the  subject  of  impeachment.  The 
constitution  does  not  say  so.  That  is  ondenift- 
ble ;  but  Senators  think  so. 

The  Senate  acts  in  three  characters— 4e^ala^ 
tive,  executive,  and  judicial — and  their  import- 
ance is  in  the  order  enumerated.  By  far  the 
most  important  of  the  three  is  its  legislative. 
In  that,  almost  every  day  that  it  has  been  in 
session  from  1789  to  the  present  time,  some  leg- 
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khtiTe  business  h«s  been  transacted ;  whilst,  in 
its  jodicifll  character,  it  has  not  sot  more  than 
diree  or  fonr  times  in  that  vhole  period. 

Why  shonld  the  judicial  function  limit  and 
restrain  the  legislative  fonctioa  of  the  Senate, 
more  than  the  legislative  should  the  judicial  I 
If  the  degree  of  importance  of  the  two  should 
decide  which  ought  to  impose  the  restraint,  in 
ease  of  conflict  between  them,  none  can  doubt 
which  it  shonld  be. 

Bat  if  the  argument  is  sound,  how  is  it  pos- 
sible for  the  Senate  to  perform  its  legislative 
duties  I  An  act  in  violation  of  the  constitution 
or  laws  is  committed  by  the  President,  or  a  sub- 
ordinate executive  o£Scer,  and  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary to  correct  it  by  the  passage  of  a  law. 
The  very  act  of  the  President  in  question  was 
under  a  law  to  which  the  Senate  had  given  its 
ooncorrence.  According  to  the  argument,  the 
correcting  law  cannot  originate  in  the  Senate, 
because  it  would  hare  to  pass  in  judgment  upon 
tiiat  act.  Nay,  more  :  it  cannot  oripnate  in 
the  House  and  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  for  the 
sanoe  reason  of  inoompetency  in  the  Senate  to 
pass  upon  it.  Suppose  the  bill  contained  a  pre- 
amble redting  the  unconstitutional  or  illegal 
act,  to  wbidi  the  l^islative  corrective  is  ap- 
plied: according  to  die  argument,  the  Senate 
most  not  think  of  passing  it.  Pushed  to  its 
legitimate  consequence,  the  argument  requires 
the  House  of  Representatives  itself  cautiously 
to  abstain  from  the  expression  of  any  opinion 
upon  an  executive  act,  except  when  it  is  acting 
ss  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  consid- 
ering artides  of  impeachment. 

Assuming  that  the  argument  is  well  founded, 
tiie  Senate  is  equally  restrained  from  expressing 
any  opinimi  which  wonld  imply  the  innocence 
or  the  guilt  of  an  impeachable  officer,  unless  it 
be  maintained  tibat  it  is  lawful  to  express  praise 
aand  approbation,  but  not  censure  or  difference 
of  opinion.  Instances  have  occurred  in  our 
past  Instory,  (the  caae  of  the  British  minister, 
Jackson,  was  a  memorable  one,)  and  many 
others  may  arise  in  our  future  progress,  when, 
in  reference  to  foreign  powers,  it  may  be  im- 
portant for  Congress  to  approve  what  has  been 
aone  by  the  Executive,  to  present  a  firm  and 
united  flront,  and  to  pledge  tiie  country  to  stand 
by  and  support  him.  May  it  not  do  that  f  If 
the  Senate  dare  not  entertain  and  express  any 
opinion  upon  an  executive  measure,  how  do 
those  who  support  this  expun^g  resolution 
justify  the  acquittal  of  the  Prendent  which  it 
prodaimst 

No  Senator  believed,  in  1884,  that,  whether 
the  President  merited  impeachment  or  not,  he 
ever  would  be  impeached.  In  point  of  fact  he 
has  not  been,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  he  never  will  be.  Impeached.  Was 
the  m^ority  of  the  Senate,  in  a  case  where  it 
believed  the  constitution  and  laws  to  have  been 
violated,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people  to  be 
endangered,  to  remain  silent,  and  to  refrain 
from  proclsdming  the  truth,  because,  against  all 
humaa  probability,  the  President  might  be  im- 


peached by  a  minority  of  his  political  friends  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  ? 

If  an  impeacliment  had  been  actually  voted 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  there  is  noth- 
ing in  the  constitution  which  enjoins  silence  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate.  In  such  a  case,  it  would 
have  been  a  matter  of  propriety,  for  the  consid- 
eration of  each  Senator,  to  avoid  the  expression 
of  any  opinion  on  a  matter  upon  which,  as  a 
sworn  judge,  he  wonld  be  coll&d  to  act. 

Hitherto,  I  have  (ibnsidered  the  question  on 
the  supposition  that  the  resolution  of  March, 
1884,  implied  such  guilt  in  the  President  that 
he  woula  have  been  liable  to  conviction  on  a 
trial  by  impeachment  before  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  But  the  resolution,  in  fact,  im- 
ported no  such  guilt  It  simply  affirmed  that 
he  had  "  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and 
power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and 
laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both."  It  imputed 
no  criminal  motives.  It  did  not  profess  to  pen- 
etrate into  the  heart  of  the  Presiuent.  Accord- 
ing to  the  phraseology  of  the  resolt^tion,  the 
exceptionable  act  might  have  been  performed 
with  the  purest  and  most  patriotic  intention. 
The  resolution  neither  affirmed  his  innocenee, 
nor  pronounced  his  guilt.  It  amounts,  then, 
says  his  friends  on  tins  floor,  to  nothing.  Kot 
so.  If  the  oonstitation  be  trampled  upon,  and 
the  laws  be  violated,  the  injury  may  be  equally 
great,  whether  it  has  been  done  with  good  or 
bad  intentions.  There  may  be  a  difference  to 
the  officer,  none  to  the  country.  The  country, 
as  all  experienice  demonstrates,  has  most  reason 
to  apprenend  those  encroachments  which  take 
place  on  plausible  pretexts,  and  with  good  in- 
tentions, 

I  put  it,  Mr.  President,  to  the  calm  and  de- 
liberate consideration  of  the  mj^jority  of  the 
Senate,  are  you  ready  to  pronounce,  in  the  fiice 
of  this  enlightened  oororonnity,  for  all  time  to 
come,  and  whoever  may  happen  to  be  the  Pres- 
ident, that  the  Senate  dare  not,  in  language  the 
most  inoffensive  and  respectful,  remonstrate 
agtunst  any  executive  usurpation,  whatever  may 
be  its  degree  or  danger  f 

For  one,  I  will  not,  I  cannot.  I  believe  the 
resolution  of  March,  1884,  to  have  been  true; 
and  that  it  was  competent  to  the  Senate  to  pro- 
claim the  truth.  And  I  solemnly  believe  that 
the  Senate  would  have  been  culpably  neglect- 
ful of  its  duty  to  itself,  to  the  constitution,  and 
to  the  country,  if  it  had  not  announced  the 
truth. 

But  let  me  suppose  that  in  all  this  I  am  mis- 
taken ;  that  the  act  of  the  President,  to  which 
exception  was  made,  was  in  conformity  with 
the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions  and  the  lan- 
guage of  our  constitution  and  laws ;  and  that, 
whether  it  was  or  not,  the  Senate  of  1834  had 
no  authority  to  pass  judgment  upon  it :  what 
right  has  the  Senate  of  1887,  a  component  port 
of  another  Congress,  to  pronounce  judgment 
upon  its  predecessor  ?  How  can  you,  who  ven- 
ture to  impute  to  those  who  have  gone  before 
yon  an  unconstitutional  {Hrooeeding,  escape  a 
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Bimilar  imputation  ?  'What  part  of  the  (insti- 
tution communicates  to  yon  any  authority  to 
arraign  and  try  your  predecessors?  In  what 
article  is  centred  yonr  power  to  expunge 
what  they  have  done  I  And  may  not  the  pre- 
cedent lead  to  a  perpetual  code  of  defacement 
and  restoration  of  the  transactions  of  the  Sen- 
ate, as  consigned  to  the  public  records  ! 

Are  you  not  only  destitute  of  all  authority, 
but  positively  forbidden,  to  do  what  the  ex- 
punging resolution  proposes  t  The  injunction 
of  the  constitution  to  keep  a  journal  of  our  pro- 
ceedings is  dear,  express,  and  emphatic.  It  is 
free  from  all  ambiguity ;  no  sophistry  can  per- 
vert the  explicit  Isuiiguage  of  the  instrument  no 
artful  device  can  elude  the  force  of  the  obliga- 
tion which  it  imposes.  If  it  were  possible  to 
make  more  manifest  the  duty  which  it  requires 
to  be  performed,  that  was  done  by  the  able  and 
eloquent  speeches,  at  the  last  session,  of  the 
Senators  from  Virginia  and  Louisiana,  (Messrs. 
LnoH  and  PobtsbJ)  and  at  this  of  my  colleague. 
I  shall  not  repeat  the  argument.  But,  I  would 
ask,  if  there  were  no  constitutional  requirement 
to  keep  a  journal,  what  constitutional  right  has 
the  Senate  of  this  Congress  to  pass  in  judgment 
npon  the  Senate  of  another  Congress,  and  to 
expunge  from  its  journal  a  deliberate  act  there 
recorded  !  Can  an  unconstitutional  act  of  that 
Senate,  supposing  it  to  be  so,  justify  you  in  per- 
forming another  unconstitutional  act  ? 

But  in  lien  of  any  argument  npon  the  point 
from  me,  I  beg  leave  to  cite  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate  two  precedents:  one  drawn 
from  the  reign  of  the  most  despotic  monarch  in 
modem  Europe,  under  the  most  despotic  min- 
ister that  ever  bore  sway  over  any  people,  and 
the  other  from  the  purest  fountain  of  democracy 
in  this  country.  I  quote  from  the  interesting 
life  of  the  Cardinal  Kichelieu,  written  by  that 
most  admirable  and  popular  author,  Mr.  James. 
The  Duke  of  Orleans,  the  brotiier  of  Louis  XIII., 
had  been  goaded  into  rebellion  by  the  wary 
Bichelieu.  The  king  issued  a  decree  declaring 
all  the  supporters  of  the  duke  guilty  of  high 
treason,  and  a  copy  of  it  was  despatched  to  the 
Parliament  of  Paris,  with  an  order  to  register 
it  at  once.  The  parliament  demurred,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  what  was  called  un  arrSt  de  part<ige, 
"  Bichelieu,  however,  could  bear  no  controdic- 
tion  in  the  course  which  he  had  laid  down  for 
himself; "  fHow  strong  a  resemblance  does  that 
feature  of  nis  character  bear  to  one  of  an  illus- 
trious individual  whom  I  will  not  fhrther  de- 
scribe !]  "  and  hurrying  back  to  Paris  with  the 
King,  he  sent,  in  the  monarch's  name,  a  com- 
mand for  the  members  of  the  Parliament  to 
present  themselves  at  the  Louvtcl  in  a  body 
and  on  foot.  He  was  obeyed  immediately ;  and 
the  King  receiving  them  with  great  haughti- 
ness, the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  made  Ihem  a 
speech  in  which  he  declared  that  they  had  no 
authority  to  deliberate  upon  affairs  of  state; 
that  the  business  of  private  individuals  thev 
might  discuss,  but  that  the  will  of  the  monarch 
in  other  matters  tiiey  were  alone  called  upon 


to  register.  The  King  then  tore  with  his  own 
hands  the  page  of  the  register  on  which  the 
arrH  de  partage  had  been  inscribed,  and  pun- 
ished with  suspension  from  their  functions  sev- 
eral of  the  members  of  the  various  courts  com- 
posing the  parliament  of  Paris."  How  repeated 
acts  of  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power  are 
likely  to  subdue  the  spirit  of  liberty,  and  to 
render  callous  the  public  sensibQity  and  the 
fate  which  awaits  us,  if  we  had  not  been  re- 
cently unhappily  taught  in  this  country,  we 
may  learn  from  the  same  author.  "The 
finances  of  the  State  were  exhausted,  new  im- 
positions were  devised,  and  a  number  of  new 
offices  created  and  sold.  Against  the  last- 
named  abuse  the  Parliament  ventured  to  re- 
monstrate ;  but  the  Government  of  the  Cardi- 
nal had  for  its  first  principle  despotism,  and  the 
refractory  members  were  punished,  some  with 
exile,  some  with  suspension  of  their  functions. 
All  were  forced  to  comply  with  his  will ;  and 
the  Parliament,  unable  to  resist,  yielded,  step 
by  step,  to  his  exactions." 

The  other  precedent  is  supplied  by  the  ai^ 
chives  of  the  democrocy  of  Pennsylvania  in 
1816,  when  it  was  genuine  and  unmixed  with 
any  other  ingredient. 

The  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  of  Pennsylvania,  in  regard 
to  the  obligation  to  keep  a  journal,  are  substan- 
tially the  same.  That  of  the  United  States  re- 
quires that  "  each  House  shall  keep  a  journal 
of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  pub- 
lish the  same,  except  such  ports  as  may  in  their 
judgment  require  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  of  the  members  of  either  House  on  any 
question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth  of  the 
members  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal."' 
And  that  of  Pennsylvania  is,  "each  House  shall 
keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  publish 
them  weekly,  except  such  parts  as  require  se- 
crecy ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members 
on  any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  two 
of  them,  be  entered  on  flie  journals."  "What- 
ever inviolability,  therefore,  is  attached  to  a 
journal,  kept  in  conformity  with  the  one  con- 
stitution, must  be  equally  stamped  on  that 
kept  under  the  other.  On  the  10th  February, 
1816,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, "the  Speaker  informed  the  House 
that  a  constitutional  question  being  involved  in 
a  decision  by  him  yesterday,  on  a  motion  to 
expunge  certain  proceedings  from  the  journal, 
he  was  desirous  of  having  the  opinion  of  the 
House  on  that  decision,  viz:  that  a  majority 
can  expunge  from  the  journal  any  proceedings 
in  which  the  yeas  and  nays  hove  not  been  caU- 
ed."  'Whereupon  Mr.  Holgate  and  Mr.  Smith 
appealed  from  said  decision ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, Is  the  Speaker  right  in  his  decision  ?  the 
members  present  voted  as  follows :  yeas  three, 
nays  seventy-eight.  Among  the  latter  are  to 
be  found  the  two  Senators  now  representing  in 
this  body  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  On  the 
same  day  a  motion  was  made  by  one  of  them 
(Mr.  BuoHAiiAs)  and  Mr.  Kelly,  and  read,  as 
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Mows :  "  Setohed,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House  no  part  of  the  jonmais  of  tne  House  can 
be  expunged,  eyen  by  nnanimons  consent." 

The  Senate  observes  that  the  question  arose 
in  a  case  where  the  yeas  and  nays  had  not  been 
called.  Even  in  such  a  case  there  were  but 
four  members  out  of  eighty-two  that  thought  it 
was  competent  to  the  House  to  expunge.  Had 
the  yeas  and  nays  been  called  and  recorded,  as 
they  were  on  the  resolution  of  March,  1834, 
there  would  not  have  been  a  solitary  vote  in 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives  of  Pennsylvania 
in  snpport  of  the  power  of  expunging.  And  if 
you  can  expunge  the  resolution,  why  may  you 
cot  expunge  tSao  the  recorded  yeas  and  nays 
attached  to  it! 

But  if  the  matter  of  expunction  be  contrary 
to  the  tmth  of  the  case,  reproachful  for  its  base 
subserviency,  dertwatory  from  the  just  and  ne- 
cessary powers  of  uie  Senate,  and  repugnant  to 
the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States,  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  proposed  to  accomplish  this 
dark  deed  is  also  nighly  exceptionable.  The 
expimging  resolution,  which  is  to  blot  out  or 
eushrood  the  four  or  five  lines  in  which  the 
resolution  of  1 884  stands  recorded,  or  rather 
the  recitals  by  which  it  is  preceded,  are  spun 
out  into  a  thread  of  enormous  length.  It  runs, 
wbere&s,  and  whereas,  and  whereas,  and  where- 
as and  wbereaa,  Ac.,  into  a  formidable  array 
or  nine  several  whereases.  One  who  should 
have  the  courage  to  begin  to  read  them,  una- 
ware of  what  was  to  be  their  determination, 
would  thini  that  at  the  end  of  such  a  tremen- 
dous display  he  must  find  the  very  deviL  It  is 
like  a  kite  or  a  comet,  except  that  the  order  of 
nature  is  inverted,  and  the  tail,  instead  of  being 
behind,  is  before  the  body  to  which  it  is  ap- 
pended. 

I  shdl  not  trespass  on  the  Senate  by  inquir- 
ing into  the  truth  of  aU  the  assertions  of  fact 
and  of  principle  contained  in  these  recitals.  It 
would  not  be  difficult  to  expose  them  all,  and 
to  show  that  not  one  of  them  has  more  than  a 
colorable  foundation.  It  is  asserted  by  one  of 
them  that  the  President  was  put  upon  his  trial, 
and  condemned,  unheard,  by  the  Senate,  in 
1834.  Was  that  true?  Was  it  atrial?  Can 
the  majority  now  assert,  upon  their  oaths, 
and  in  their  consciences,  that  there  was  any 
trial  or  condemnation  ?  During  the  warmth  of 
debate,  Senators  might  endeavor  to  persuade 
themselves  and  the  public  that  the  proceeding 
<^  18S4  was,  in  its  effects  and  consequences,  a 
trial,  and  would  be  a  condemnation  of  the  Pres- 
ident ;  bnt  now,  after  the  lapse  of  near  three 
years,  when  the  excitement  arising  from  an 
animated  discussion  has  passed  away,  it  is 
marvellona  that  any  one  should  be  prepared  to 
asMrt  that  an  expretsion  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  character  of  an  executive  act 
Tts  an  arraignment,  trial,  and  conviction,  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States ! 

Another  fiact,  asserted  in  one  of  these  recitals, 
it,  that  the  resolution  of  1834,  in  either  of  the 
una  in  which  it  was  originally  presented  or 


subsequently  modified,  prior  to  the  final  shape 
which  it  assumed  when  adopted,  would  have 
been  rejected  by  a  majority  of  the  Senate. 
What  evidence  is  tliere  in  support  of  this  asser- 
tion? None.  It  is,  I  verily  believe,  directly 
contrary  to  the  fact.  In  either  of  the  modifica- 
tions of  the  resolution  I  have  not  a  doubt  that 
it  would  have  passed  1  They  were  all  made  in 
that  spirit  of  accommodation  by  which  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  has  ever  regulated  his 
conduct  as  a  member  of  a  delil>erative  body. 
In  not  one  single  instance  did  he  understand 
from  any  Senator  at  whose  request  he  made  the 
modification  that  without  it  he  would  vote 
against  the  resolution.  How,  then^  can  even 
the  Senators  who  were  of  the  minonty  of  1834 
undertake  to  make  the  assertion  in  question? 
Bow  can  the  new  Senators,  who  have  come 
here  since,  pledge  themselves  to  the  (act  asserted 
in  the  recitJfil  of  which  they  could  not  have  had 
any  conusance  ?  Bnt  all  the  members  of  the 
minority — the  veterans  and  the  raw  recruits^ 
the  six  years'  men  and  the  six  weeks'  men — 
are  required  to  concur  in  this  most  unfounded 
assertion,  as  I  believe  it  to  be.  I  submit  it  to 
one  of  the  latter  (looking  towards  Mr.  Dana, 
from  Maine,  here  by  a  temporary  appointment 
from  the  Executive^  whether,  instead  of  inun- 
dating the  Senate  with  a  torrent  of  fulsome  and 
revolting  adulation  poured  on  the  President,  it 
would  not  be  wiser  and  more  patriotic  to  illus- 
trate the  brief  period  of  his  senatorial  existence 
by  some  great  measure  fraught  with  general 
benefit  to  the  whole  Union  ?  Or,  if  he  will  not 
or  cannot  elevate  himself  to  a  view  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  entire  country,  whether  he  had  not 
better  dedicate  his  time  to  an  investigation  into 
the  causes  of  an  dien  jurisdiction  oeing  itill 
exercised  over  a  large  part  of  the  territory  of 
the  State  which  he  represents  ?  And  why  the 
American  carrying  trade  to  the  British  colonies 
in  which  his  State  was  ao  deeply  interested,  has 
been  lost  by  a  most  improviaent  and  bungling 
arrangement  ? 

Mr.  President,  what  patriotic  purpose  is  to 
be  accomplished  by  this  expunging  resolntion  ? 
What  new  honor  or  fresh  laurels  will  it  win  for 
our  common  country  ?  Is  the  power  of  the  Sen- 
ate so  vast  that  it  ought  be  circumscribed,  and 
that  of  the  President  so  restricted  that  it  ought 
to  be  extended  ?  What  power  has  the  Senate  ? 
None,  separately.  It  can  onl^  act  jointly  with 
the  other  House,  or  jointly  with  the  Executive. 
And  although  the  theory  of  the  constitntion 
supposes,  when  consulted  by  him,  it  may  freely 
give  an  affirmative  or  negative  res^nse,  accord- 
ing to  the  practice,  as  it  now  exists,  it  has  lost 
the  faculty  of  pronouncing  the  negative  mono-  • 
syllable.  When  the  Senate  expresses  its  delib- 
erate judgment,  in  the  form  of  resolution,  that 
resolution  has  no  compulsory  force,  but  appeals 
only  to  the  dispassionate  intelligence,  the  calm 
reason,  and  the  sober  judgment,  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  Senate  has  no  army,  no  navy,  no 
Eatronage,  no  lucrative  offices,  nor  glittering 
onors,  to  bei^w.    Around  na  there  is  no 
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swarm  of  greedy  expectants,  rendering  ns  hom- 
age, anticipating  our  wishes,  and  ready  to  exe- 
onte  onr  commands. 

How  is  it  with  the  Preeident  t  Is  he  power- 
less! He  is  felt  from  one  extremity  to  the 
otlier  of  this  vast  republic.  By  means  of  prin- 
ciples which  he  has  introduced,  and  innova- 
tions which  he  has  mode  in  our  institutions, 
alas  1  bat  too  much  countenanced  by  Congress 
and  a  confiding  people,  he  exercises  uncon- 
trolled the  power  of  the  State.  In  one  hand  he 
holds  the  purse,  and  in  the  other  brandishes  the 
sword  of  the  country.  Myriads  of  dependants 
and  partisans,  scattered  over  the  land,  are  ever 
ready  to  sing  hosannas  to  him,  and  to  laud  to 
the  skies  whatever  he  does.  He  has  swept  over 
the  Government,  during  the  la.<<t  eight  years, 
like  a  tropical  tornado.  Every  department  ex- 
hibits traces  of  the  ravages  of  the  storm.  Take 
as  one  example  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
No  institution  could  have  been  more  popular 
with  the  people,  with  Congress,  and  with  State 
Legislatures.  Kone  ever  better  fulfilled  the 
great  purposes  of  its  establishment.  Bnt  it  un- 
fortunately incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  Pres- 
ident; he  spoke,  and  the  bank  lies  prostrate. 
And  those  who  were  loudest  in  its  praise  are 
now  loudest  in  its  condemnation.  What  object 
of  his  ambition  is  unsatisfied  ?  When  disabled 
ttom  age  any  longer  to  hold  the  sceptre  of 
power,  he  designates  his  successor,  and  trans- 
mits it  to  his  fiavorite!  What  more  does  he 
want  ?  Must  we  blot,  deface,  and  mutilate  the 
records  of  the  country,  to  punish  the  presumj)- 
tuonsness  of  expressing  an  opinion  oontraiy  to 
his  own  ? 

What  patriotic  purpose  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  this  expunging  resolution  ?  Can  you  make 
that  not  to  be  which  has  been  t  Can  you  erad- 
icate from  memory  and  from  history  the  fact 
that  in  March,  1834,  a  migority  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  passed  the  resolution  which 
excites  your  enmity?  Is  it  your  vain  and 
wicked  object  to  arrogate  to  yourselves  that 

Sower  of  annihilating  the  past  which  has  been 
enied  to  Omnipotence  itself?  Do  you  intend 
to  thmst  your  hands  into  our  hearts,  and  to 
pluck  out  the  deeply  rooted  convictions  which 
are  there  ?  Or  is  it  yonr  design  merely  to  stig- 
matize ns  ?    You  cannot  stigmatize  us. 

Ns'ar  jei  did  tMsa  dishonor  blur  our  name. 

Standing  securely  upon  our  conscious  recti- 
tude, and  bearing  tJoft  the  shield  of  the  consti- 
tution of  our  country,  your  puny  efforts  are 
impotent;  and  we  ddy  all  your  power.  Put 
the  m^ority  of  1884  in  one  scale,  and  that  by 
•  which  this  expunging  resolution  is  to  be  carried 
in  the  other,  and  let  truth  and  justice,  in  heaven 
above  and  on  earth  below,  and  liberty  and  pa- 
triotism, decide  the  preponderance. 

What  patriotic  purpose  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  this  expunging  resolution  ?  Is  it  to  appease 
the  wrath  and  to  heal  the  wounded  pride  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate?  If  he  be  really  the  hero 
titat  his  friends  represent  him,  he  must  despise 


all  mean  condescension,  all  grovelling  syco- 
phancy, all  self-degradation  and  self-abasement. 
He  would  reject,  with  scorn  and  contempt,  u 
unworthy  of  his  fame,  your  black  scratches  and 
your  baby  lines  in  the  fair  records  of  Ms  coun- 
try. Black  lines  1  Black  lines  I  Sir,  I  hope 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  will  preserve  tne 
pen  with  which  he  may  inscribe  them,  and  pre- 
sent it  to  that  Senator  of  the  minority  whom 
he  may  select,  as  a  proud  trophy,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  his  descendants.  And  hereafter, 
when  we  shall  lose  the  forms  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions, all  that  now  remain  to  us,  some  future 
American  monarch,  in  gratitude  to  those  by 
whose  means  he  has  been  enabled,  upon  the 
ruins  of  civil  liberty,  to  erect  a  throne,  and  to 
commemorate  especially  this  expunging  resolu- 
tion, may  institute  a  new  order  of  knighthood, 
and  confer  on  it  the  appropriate  name  of  the 
Knight  of  the  Black  Lines. 

But  why  should  I  detain  the  Senate,  or  need- 
lessly waste  my  breath  in  fruitless  exertions. 
The  decree  has  gone  forth.  It  is  one  of  urees(7, 
too.  The  deed  is  to  be  done— that  foul  deed 
which,  like  the  blood-stained  hands  of  the  guilty 
Macbeth,  all  ocean's  waters  will  never  wash 
out.  Proceed,  then,  to  the  noble  work  which 
lies  before  you,  and,  like  other  skilful  eieoa- 
tioners,  do  it  quickly.  And  when  you  have 
perpetrated  it,  go  home  to  the  people,  and  tell 
them  what  glorious  honors  you  have  achieved 
for  our  common  country.  Tell  them  that  yon 
have  extinguished  one  of  the  brightest  and  purest 
lights  that  ever  burnt  at  th«  altar  of  civil  lib- 
erty. Tell  them  that  you  have  silenced  one  of 
the  noblest  batteries  that  ever  thundered  in  de- 
fence of  the  constitution,  and  bravely  spiked 
the  cannon.  Tell  them  that,  henceforward,  no 
matter  what  daring  or  outrageous  act  any  Presi- 
dent may  perform,  you  have  forever  hermeti- 
cally sealed  the  mouth  of  the  Senate.  Tell 
them  that  he  may  fearlessly  assume  what  powers 
he  pleases,  snatch  from  its  lawful  custody  the 
public  purse,  command  a  military  detaclunait 
to  enter  the  halls  of  the  Capitol,  overawe  Oon- 
gress,  trample  down  the  constitution,  uid  raze 
every  bulwark  of  f^edom ;  but  that  the  Senate 
must  stand  mute,  in  silent  submission,  and  not 
dare  to  raise  its  opposing  voice.  That  it  must 
wait  until  a  House  of  Representatives,  humbled 
and  subdued  like  itself,  and  a  miyority  of  it 
composed  of  the  partisans  of  the  President,  shall 
prefer  articles  of  impeachment.  Tell  them, 
finally,  that  you  have  restored  the  glorious  doc- 
trine of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance. 
And,  if  tne  people  do  not  ponr  out  their  indig- 
nation and  imprecations,  I  nave  yet  to  learn  the 
character  of  American  freemen. 
When  Mr.  Clat  had  concluded, 
Mr.  BuoHASAX  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  President:  after  the  able  and  eloquent 
display  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Clay)  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  after  hav- 
ing so  long  enchained  the  attention  of  his  au- 
dience, it  might  be  the  dictate  of  prudence  for 
me  to  remain  sQent.    Bat  I  feel  too  deeply  my 
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icsponsibilitT'  as  an  American  Senator,  not  to 
make  ttie  attempt  to  place  before  the  Senate 
and  the  oonntrT-  the  reaaons  which,  in  mj  opin- 
ion, will  jnstiff  the  vote  which  I  intend  to  ^re 
this  day. 

A  more  grave  and  solemn  qneetion  has  rarely, 
if  ever,  b€nen  snbmitted  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  tiian  the  one  now  under  disona- 
rion.  This  Senate  is  now  called  npon  to  review 
its  own  deci8i<»i,  to  rcjadge  its  own  jostioe,  and 
to  annihilate  its  own  sentence,  deliberately  pro- 
nonnced  against  the  co-ordinate  ezecatiTe 
tewich  of  tiiis  Oovemment.  On  the  28th  of 
March,  18S4,  the  American  Senate,  in  the  face 
of  the  American  people,  in  the  fooe  of  the  whole 
woiid,  by  a  solenm  resolntion,  prononnced  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  be  a  violator 
of  Uie  eonstitntion  of  his  country — of  that  oon- 
atitntion  which  he  had  solemnly  swmn  to  "  pre- 
serve, protect,  and  defend."  Whether  we  oon- 
ader  the  exalted  character  of  the  tribunal  which 
pronounced  this  condemnation,  or  the  illustrious 
oljeet  against  which  it  was  directed,  we  ought 
to  feel  deeply  impressed  with  the  high  and  last- 
ine  importance  of  the  present  pro«seding.  It 
is  m  fiwt,  it  not  in  form,  the  trial  of  the  Senate 
.  for  having  unjastly  and  nnconstitntionally  tried 
and  ctmdemned  the  President ;  and  their  ac- 
cusers are  the  American  people.  In  this  cause 
I  am  one  cS  the  judges.  In  some  respects,  it  is 
a  punful  portion  for  me  to  occupy.  It  is  vain, 
however,  to  express  unavailing  regrets.  I  must, 
and  shall,  fimUy  and  sternly,  do  my  duty,  al- 
though in  the  performance  of  it  I  may  wound 
the  feelings  of  gentlemen  whom  I  respect  and 
Mteem.  I  shall  proceed  no  further  than  the 
oocasion  demands,  and  will,  therefore,  justify. 

Who  was  the  President  of  the  United  States 
tgaiiut  whom  this  sentence  has  been  pro- 
noanced!  Andrew  Jackson — a  name  which 
every  American  mother,  after  the  party  strife 
which  agitates  us  for  the  present  moment  shall 
luve  passed  away,  will,  during  all  the  genera- 
tioDs  which  this  republic  is  destined  to  endure, 
teadi  her  infant  to  lisp  with  that  of  the  ven- 
erated name  of  Washington.  The  one  was  the 
fonnder,  the  other  the  preserver,  of  the  liberties 
of  his  country. 

If  President  Jackson  has  been  guilty  of  vio- 
lating the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States,  let 
impartial  jnstice  take  its  coarse.  I  admit  that 
it  is  no  justification  for  such  a  crime  that  his 
long  life  has  been  more  distinguished  by  acts 
of  disinterested  patriotism  than  that  of  any 
American  citizen  now  living.  It  is  no  jnstifioa- 
tion  that  the  honesty  of  his  heart  and  the  purity 
of  Us  intentions  have  become  proverbial,  even 
amongst  his  political  enemies.  It  is  no  justifl- 
eation  that  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  in  the 
day  of  battle,  he  has  l>een  his  country's  shield. 
ft  he  has  been  guilty,  let  his  name  be  "  damned 
to  everlasting  rame,"  with  those  of  Oeesar  and 
Of  Napoleon. 

V,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  pure  and  immao- 
slate  from  the  charge,  let  us  be  swift  to  do  him 
^Mtiee,  and  to  blot  out  the  fool  ^igma  vhkh 


the  Senate  have  placed  upon  his  character.  If 
we  are  not,  he  may  go  down  to  the  grave  in 
doubt  as  to  what  may  be  the  final  jnd^ent  of 
his  country.  In  any  event,  he  most  soon  retire 
to  the  shades  of  private  life.  Sh^  we,  then, 
snfiTer  his  official  term  to  expire  without  first 
doing  him  justice  ?  It  may  be  said  of  me,  as  it 
has  already  been  said  of  other  Senators,  that  I 
am  one  of  the  gross  adulators  of  the  President. 
But,  sir,  I  have  never  said  thus  mnch  of  him 
whilst  he  was  in  the  meridian  of  his  power. 
Now  that  his  political  sun  is  nearly  set,  I  feel 
myself  at  liberty  to  pour  forth  my  grateful  feel- 
ings, as  an  American  citizen,  to  a  man  who  has 
d(»ie  BO  much  for  his  country.  I  have  never, 
for  myself,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  solicited 
office  at  his  hands;  and  my  character  must 
greatiy  change,  if  I  should  ever  do  so  from  any 
of  his  successors.  If  I  should  bestow  upon  him 
the  meed  of  my  poor  praise,  it  springs  from  an 
impulse  far  difirerent  from  that  which  has  been 
attributed  to  the  m^ority  on  this  floor.  I  speak 
as  an  independent  freeman  and  American  Sena- 
tor ;  and  I  feel  proud  now  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  raising  my  voice  in  his  defence. 

On  the  28th  day  of  March,  1834,  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  resolved  "  that  the  Presi- 
dent, in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  upon 
himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both." 

In  discussing  this  subject,  I  shall  undertake 
to  prove,  first,  that  this  resolution  is  unjust; 
secondly,  that  it  is  unconstitutional ;  and  in  the 
last  place,  that  it  ought  to  be  expunged  from 
our  journals,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton.) 

First,  then,  it  is  unjust.  On  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  I  had  intended  to  confine  myself  to 
a  bare  expression  of  my  own  decided  opinion. 
This  point  has  been  so  often  and  so  ably  dis- 
cussed, that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  cast  any 
new  light  upon  it.  But  as  it  is  my  intention  to 
follow  the  footsteps  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  OiAT,)  wherever  thev  may  lead,  I 
must  again  tread  the  ground  which  has  been  so 
often  trodden.  As  the  Senator,  however,  has 
confined  himself  to  a  mere  passing  reference  to 
the  topics  which  this  head  presents,  I  shall,  in 
this  particular,  follow  his  example. 

Although  the  resolution  condemning  the 
President  is  vague  and  general  in  its  terms, 
yet  we  all  know  that  it  was  founded  upon  his 
removal  of  the  public  deposits  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky has  contended  that  this  act  was  a  viola- 
tion of  law.  And  why  ?  Because,  says  he,  it 
is  well  known  that  the  public  money  was  secure 
in  that  institution ;  and  by  its  charter  the  publio 
deposits  could  not  be  removed  from  it,  unless 
under  a  just  apprehension  that  they  were  in 
danger.  Now,  sir,  I  admit  that  if  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  right  to  remove  these  deposits, 
except  for  the  s<^e  reason  that  their  safety  was 
iu  duiger,  tiie  Senator  has  established  his  posi- 
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tion.  Bnt  what  is  the  &ctt  Was  the  GoTem- 
uient  thus  restricted  bj  the  temu  of  the  bank 
charter  t  I  answer,  no.  Snch  a  limitation  is 
nowhere  to  be  foand  in  it.  Let  me  read  the 
sirteenth  section,  which  is  the  only  one  relating 
to  the  subject.  It  enacts,  "that  the  deposits 
of  the  money  of  the  United  States  in  places  in 
which  the  said  bank  and  branches  thereof  mdy 
be  established,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank  or 
branches  thereof,  unless  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasory  shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and 
direct;  in  which  case,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Con- 
gress, if  in  session,  and  if  not,  unmediately 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next  session, 
the  reasons  of  such  order  or  direction." 

Is  not  the  anthority  thus  conferred  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  broad  and  as 
ample  as  the  English  language  will  admit? 
Where  is  the  limitation,  where  the  restriction? 
One  might  have  supposed,  from  the  argament 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  the  charter 
had  restricted  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
Ax>m  removing  the  deposits,  unless  he  believed 
them  to  be  insecure  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  but  the  language  of  the  law  itself  com- 
pletely refutes  his  argument.  They  were  to 
remain  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
"  unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  at 
any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct." 

The  sole  limitation  upon  the  discretion  of 
that  officer  was  his  immediate  and  durect  re- 
sponsibility to  Congress.  To  us  he  was  bound 
to  render  his  reasons  for  removing  the  deposits. 
We,  and  we  alone,  are  constituted  the  judges  as 
to  the  sufficiency  of  these  reasons. 

It  would  be  an  easy  task  to  prove  that  the 
anthers  of  the  bank  charter  acted  wisely  in  not 
limiting  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  over  the  deposits  to  the  single  case  of 
their  apprehended  insecurity.  We  may  imagine 
many  otiier  reasons  which  would  have  rendered 
their  removal  both  wise  and  expedient.  Bnt  I 
fbrbear,  especially  as  the  ease  now  before  the 
Senate  presents  as  striking  an  illustration  of 
this  proposition  as  I  could  possibly  imagine. 
Upon  what  principle,  then,  do  I  justify  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposits  ? 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  deter- 
mined to  apply  for  a  recharter  at  the  session 
of  Congress  immediately  preceding  the  last 
presidential  election.  Preparatory  to  this  appli- 
cation, and  whilst  it  was  pending,  in  the  short 
space  of  sixteen  months,  it  had  increased  its 
loans  more  than  128,000,000.  They  rose  from 
forty-two  millions  to  seventy  millions  between 
the  last  of  December,  1880,  and  the  1st  of 
May,  1832.  Whilst  this  boasted  regulator  of 
the  currency  was  thus  expanding  its  discounts, 
all  the  local  banks  followed  the  example.  The 
impulse  of  self-interest  urged  them  to  porsne 
this  coarse.  A  delusive  prosperity  was  thus 
spread  over  the  land.  Money,  everywhere, 
became  plenty.  The  bank  was  regarded  as  the 
beneficent  parent,  who  was  pouring  her  money 
ont  into  the  laps  of  her  cliilaren.    She  thought 


bwself  wise  and  provident  in  thus  rend«ing 
herself  popular.  The  recharter  passed  both 
Houses  of  Congress  by  triumphant  minorities. 
Bnt  then  came  "  the  fh>st,  the  killing  frost." 
It  was  not  BO  easy  to  propitiate  "  the  Old  Bo- 
man."  Although  he  well  Imew  the  power  fmd 
influence  whi(2i  the  bank  could  exert  agtunst 
him  at  the  then  approaching  presidential  elec- 
tion, he  cast  such  considerations  to  the  windsu 
He  vetoed  the  bill,  and,  in  the  most  s(denm 
manner,  placed  himself  for  trial  npon  this 
question  before  the  American  people. 

From  that  moment  the  faith  of  many  of  his 
former  friends  began  to  grow  cold.  The  bank 
openly  took  the  field  against  his  re-eleotion. 
It  expended  large  sums  in  snbeidizing  editors, 
and  in  circulating  pamphlets,  and  papers,  and 
speeches,  throuchont  the  Union,  calculated  to 
inflame  tiie  pablic  mind  against  the  President. 
I  merelj  glfmob  at  these  things. 

Let  ns  panse,  for  a  single  moment,  to  eon- 
sider  the  consequences  of  such  condnctl  What 
right  had  the  bank,  as  a  corporation,  to  enter 
the  arena  of  politics,  for  the  purpose  of  defend- 
ing itself  and  attacking  the  President  Whilst 
I  freely  admit  that  each  individual  stockholder 
possMsed  the  same  rights,  in  this  respect,  as . 
every  other  American  citizen,  I  pray  you  to 
consider  what  a  dangerous  precedent  the  bank 
has  thus  establiAed.  Our  banks  now  namb«r 
nearly  a  thousand,  and  our  other  chartered 
institutions  are  almost  innumerable.  If  all 
these  corporations  are  to  be  jnstified  in  using 
their  corporate  funds  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
fluencing elections,  of  elevating  their  political 
friends,  and  crashing  their  political  foes,  our 
condition  is  truly  deplorable.  We  shall  thus 
introduce  into  the  State  a  new,  a  dangerous, 
and  an  alarming  power,  the  effects  of  which  no 
man  can  antidpate.  Watchful  Jealousy  is  the 
price  which  a  free  people  must  ever  pay  lor 
their  liberties;  and, this  jealousy  shoaM  be 
orgns-eyed  in  watching  the  political  movements 
of  corporations. 

After  the  bank  had  been  defeated  in  the  pres- 
idential election,  it  adopted  a  new  course  of 
policy.  What  it  hod  been  unable  to  accomplish 
by  making  money  plenty,  it  determined  it  would 
wrest  from  the  sufferings  of  the  people  by  mak- 
ing money  scarce.  Pressure  and  panic  then 
b^ame  its  weapons:  and  with  these  it  was 
determined,  if  possible,  to  extort  a  recharter 
from  the  American  people.  It  commenced  this 
warfare  upon  tbe  interests  of  the  country  about 
the  1st  of  Angnst,  1888.  In  two  short  months 
it  decreased  its  loans  more  than  four  millions 
of  dollars,  whilst  the  deposits  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  it  had  increased,  daring  the  same 
period,  two  millions  and  a  muuler.  I  speak 
in  round  numbers.  It  was  uien  in  the  act  of 
reducing  its  discounts  at  tiie  rate  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  month. 

The  State  banks  had  expanded  thefa*  loans 
with  the  former  expansion  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  It  now  became  necessary  to 
(xmtract  them.    The  severest  pressure  began 
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to  \»  felt  eTerywhere.  Had  the  Bonk  of  the 
United  States  been  permitted  a  short  tino 
longer  to  proeeed  in  tliis  oonrae,  fortified  as  it 
was  with  the  millions  of  the  QoTemment  which 
it  held  on  deposit,  a  scene  of  almost  aniversal 
iMnixoptcT'  and  insolvency  most  have  been 
presented  in  oar  commercial  cities.  -  It  thos 
became  absolutely  necessary  for  the  President 
dther  to  deprive  the  bank  of  the  public  de- 
poats,  as  the  only  means  of  protecting  the 
state  bonks,  and,  through  them,  the  people, 
from  these  impending  evils,  or  calmly  to  look 
on  and  see  it  spreamng  rain  thronghont  the 
land.  It  was  necessary  iat  him  to  adopt  this 
policy  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  omversal 
dersngement  of  the  currency,  a  general  saori- 
fioe  of  property,  and,  as  an  inevitable  conse- 
quence, the  recliarter  of  this  institution. 

By  the  removid  of  the  deposits,  he  'struck  a 
blow  against  the  bulk  from  which  it  has  never 
Rnce  recovered.  This  was  the  club  of  Hercules 
widi  which  he  slew  the  Hydra.  This  was  the 
master-stroke  by  which  he  prostrated  what  a 
large  n^jority  of  the  American  people  believe 
to  Dave  been  a  corrupt  and  a  corrupting  insti- 
tntion.  For  this  he  is  not  only  justified,  but 
deeerrcs  tiie  eternal  gratitude  of  his  country. 
For  tins  the  Senate  have  condemned  him ;  but 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  hailed  him 
as  a  deUverer. 

It  bu  b%u  said  by  the  Senator  from  Km- 
tncky,  that  the  President,  by  removing  the 
deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
united  in  his  own  person  the  power  of  the  purse 
of  the  nation  Tvitb  that  of  the  sword.  I  think 
it  is  not  difficult  to  answer  this  argument. 
What  was  to  liecome  of  the  public  money,  in 
cue  it  had  been  removed  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  under  its  charter,  for  the  cause 
irUch  the  Senator  himself  deems  justifiable? 
Why,  sir,  it  would  then  have  been  inmiediately 
radtted  to  the  guardianship  of  those  laws 
under  which  it  had  been  protected  before  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  ciJled  into  exist- 
oice.  Such  was  the  present  case.  In  regard 
to  this  point,  no  matter  whether  the  cause  of 
ranoval  were  sufficient  or  not,  the  moment  the 
deposits  were  actually  removed,  they  becune 
SDDJeet  to  the  pre-existing  laws,  and  not  to  the 
arbitrary  will  of  the  President. 

The  Senator  fitim  Kentucky  has  contended 
fhat  the  President  violated  the  constitution  and 
&e  laws  by  disn^ing  "Ux.  Duane  from  office 
iKcanse  he  would  not  ranove  the  deposits,  and 
by  nppomting  Mr.  Taney  to  accomplish  this 
pvpose.  I  shall  not  discuss  at  any  length  the 
power  of  removal.  It  is  now  too  late  in  the 
day  to  ^estion  it.  That  the  Executive  pos- 
sesses this  power  was  decided  by  the  first  Oon- 
gtess.  It  has  often  since  been  discussed  and 
decided  in  the  same  manner,  and  it  has  been 
exercised  by  every  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  President  is  bound  by  the  oonsti- 
taition  to  "  take  care  that  the  laws  be  fiaithftilly 
executed."  If  he  caimpt  remove  his  executive 
(Aowa,  it  is  impossible  that  he  can  perform 


this  duty.  Every  inferior  officer  might  set  up 
for  himself;  might  violate  the  laws  of  the 
country,  aud  put  him  at  defiance,  whilst  he 
would  remain  perfectly  powerless.  He  could 
not  arrest  their  career.  A  foreign  minister 
might  be  betraying  and  disgracing  the  natioa 
abroad,  without  any  power  to  recall  him  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Senate.  This  oon- 
structdon  of  the  oonstitntion  involves  so  many 
dangers,  and  so  many  absurdities,  that  it  could, 
not  be  maintained  for  a  moment,  even  if  there 
had  not  been  a  constant  practice  against  it  of 
almost  half  a  century. 

But  it  is  contended  by  the  Senator  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  a  sort  of  inde- 
pendent power  in  the  State,  and  is  released  from 
the  control  of  the  Executive.  And  whyt 
Simply  becau^  he  is  directed  by  law  to  maka 
his  annual  report  to  Congress,  and  not  to  the 
President.  If  this  position  be  correct,  then  it 
necessarily  follows  that  the  Executive  is  re- 
leased from  the  obligation  of  taking  care  that 
the  numerous  and  important  acts  of  Congress 
regulating  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  country 
shall  be  fruthfolly  executed.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  thus  made  independent  of  his 
oontroL  What  would  be  the  position  of  ^is 
officer  under  such  a  construction  of  the  oonsti* 
tution  and  laws,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
decide.  And  this  wonderful  transformation  of 
his  character  has  arisen  fivm  the  mere  dronm- 
stance  that  Congress  have  by  law  directed  him 
to  make  an  annnal  report  to  them  1  No,  sir ; 
the  Executive  is  reroonsible  to  Congress  for  the 
&ithful  execution  of  the  laws ;  and  if  the  pre»- 
ent  or  any  other  President  should  prove  &ith> 
less  to  his  high  trust,  the  present  Senate,  not- 
withstanding all  which  has  been  said,  would  be 
as  ready  as  their  predecessors  to  infiict  condign 
punishment  upon  him,  in  the  mode  pointed  out 
by  the  constitution. 

I  have  now  arrived  at  the  great  question  of 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  Senate  to  adopt 
the  resolution  of  March,  1884.  It  is  my  firm 
conviction  that  the  Senate  possesses  no  sudi 
power ;  and  it  is  now  my  purpose  to  establish 
this  position.  The  decision  on  this  point  must 
depend  upon  a  true  answer  to  the  question,  does 
this  resolution  contain  any  impeachable  cnarge 
against  the  President  ?  If  it  does,  I  trust  I 
shall  demonstrate  that  the  Senate  violated  its 
constitutional  duty  in  proceeding  to  condemn 
him  in  this  maimer.  I  shall  again  read  the 
resolution : 

"  Xuolved,  That  the  Presdent,  in  the  late  exeeu* 
tire  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue, 
has  assumed  upon  Iiimself  authority  and  power  not 
conferred  by  the  consUtution  and  laws,  but  in  deroga- 
tion of  both." 

This  language  is  brief  and  comprehensive. 
It  comes  at  once  to  the  point.  It  bears  a  strik- 
ing impress  of  the  character  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  Does  it  charge  an  impeach- 
able offiance  against  the  President  ? 

The  fourth  section  of  the  second  article  of 
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fhe  constitation  declares  that  "  the  President, 
Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  removed  irom  office  on 
impeacbment  for,  and  conviction  ol^  treason, 
briberx,  or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemean- 
ors." 

It  has  been  contended  that  this  condemnatory 
resolotion  contains  no  impeachable  offence,  be- 
canse  it  charges  no  criminal  intention  against 
the  President ;  and  I  admit  that  it  does  not 
attribnte  to  him  any  oormpt  motive  in  express 
vords.  Is  this  sufficient  to  convince  the  jadg- 
ment  of  any  impartial  man  that  none  such  was 
intended  ?  Let  as,  for  a  few  moments,  examine 
this  proposition.  If  it  be  well  founded,  the 
Senate  may  forever  hereafter  usurp  the  power 
of  trying,  condemning,  and  destroying,  any 
officer  of  the  Government,  without  affi>rding 
him  the  slightest  opportunity  of  £eing  heard  in 
his  defence.  They  may  thus  abuse  their  power, 
and  prostrate  any  object  of  their  vengeance.  It 
seems  we  have  now  made  the  discovery  that 
the  Senate  are  authorized  to  exert  this  tre- 
mendous power ;  that  they  may  thus  assume 
to  themselves  the  office  both  of  accusers  and  of 
judge,  provided  the  indictment  contains  no 
express  allegation  of  a  criminal  intention.  The 
President,  or  any  officer  of  the  Qovemment, 
may  be  denounced  by  the  Senate  as  a  violator 
of  the  constitution  of  his  country,  as  derelict 
in  the  performance  of  his  public  duties,  provided 
there  be  no  express  imputation  of  an  improper 
motive.  The  characters  of  men  whose  reputa- 
tion is  dearer  to  them  than  their  lives  may  thus 
be  destroyed.  They  may  be  held  up  to  public 
execration  by  the  omission  of  a  few  formal 
words.  The  condemnation  of  the  Senate  carries 
with  it  such  a  moral  power,  that  perhaps  there 
is  no  man  in  the  United  States,  except  Andrew 
Jookson,  who  could  have  resisted  its  force. 
No,  sir ;  such  an  argument  can  never  command 
conviction.  That  which  we  have  no  power  to 
do  directly,  we  can  never  accomplish  by  indirect 
means.  We  cannot  by  resolution  convict  a  man 
of  an  impeachable  offence,  merely  because  we 
may  omit  the  formal  words  of  an  impeach- 
mrat  We  must  regard  the  substance  of  things, 
and  not  the  mere  form. 

But  agdn:  Although  a  criminal  intention  be 
not  charged  in  so  many  words,  by  this  resolu- 
tion, yet  its  language,  even  without  the  attend- 
ant circumstances,  clearly  conveys  this  mean- 
ing. The  President  is  charged  with  having 
"assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power 
not  conferrea  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but 
in  derogation  of  both."  "  Assumed  upon  rum- 
self !  "  What  is  the  plain,  palpable  meaning 
of  this  phrase,  connected  with  what  precedes 
and  follows?  Is  it  not  "to  arrogate,"  "to 
claim  or  seize  uiyustly  f  "  These  are  two  of 
the  first  meanings  of  the  word  cutume,  accord- 
ing to  the  lexicographers.  To  assume  upon 
one's  self,  is  a  mode  of  expression  which  is 
rarely  taken  in  a  good  sense.  As  it  is  used  here, 
I  ask  if  any  man  of  plain,  common  under- 
standing, after  reading  this  reaolntion,  would 


ever  arrive  at  the  oondnsion  that  uiy  Senator 
voted  for  it  nnder  the  impression  that  the 
President  was  innocent  of  any  improper  inten- 
tion, and  that  he  violated  the  constitution  from 
mere  mistake,  and  fix>m  pure  motives?  The 
common  sense  of  mankind  revolts  at  the  idei. 
How  can  it  be  contended,  for  a  single  moment, 
that  yon  can  denounce  the  President  as  a  man 
who  had  "  assumed  upon  himself"  the  power 
of  violating  the  laws  and  the  constitotion  of 
his  country,  and  in  the  same  breath  declare  that 
you  had  not  the  least  intention  to  crimiDate 
him,  and  that  your  language  was  altogether 
inoffensive?  The  two  propositions  are  mani- 
festly inconsistent 

But  I  go  one  step  further.  If  we  were  sitting 
as  a  court  of  impeachment,  and  the  bare  pro- 
position were  established  to  our  satisfaction, 
that  the  President  had,  in  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution and  laws,  withdrawn  the  public  rev- 
enue of  the  country  from  the  depository  to 
whose  charge  Congress  had  comnutted  it,  and 
assumed  the  control  over  it  himself,  ve  would 
be  bound  to  convict  him  of  a  high  official 
misdemeanor.  Under  such  circumstances,  we 
should  be  boimd  to  infer  a  criminal  intention 
from  thb  illegal  and  unconstitutional  act 
Criminal  justice  could  never  be  administered, 
society  could  not  exist,  if  the  tribunals  of  the 
country  should  not  attribute  evil  motives  to 
illegal  and  unconstitutional  conduct.  Om- 
niscience alone  can  examine  the  heart.  When 
poor,  frail  man  is  placed  in  the  judgment  seat 
he  must  infer  the  intentions  of  the  accused 
from  his  actions.  That  "  the  tree  is  known  by 
its  fruits,"  is  an  axiom  which  we  have  derived 
from  the  fountain  of  all  truth.  Does  a  poor, 
naked,  hungry  wretch,  at  this  inclement  season 
of  the  year,  take  from  my  pocket  a  single  dollar, 
the  law  infers  a  criminal  intent,  and  he  must  be 
convicted  and  punislied  as  a  thief,  though  he 
may  have  been  actuated  by  no  other  modve 
than  that  of  saving  his  wife  and  children  from 
starvation.  And  shall  a  different  role  he 
applied  to  the  President  of  the  United  States! 
Shall  it  be  said  of  a  man  elevated  to  the  high- 
est station  on  earth,  for  his  wisdom,  his  int^- 
rity,  and  his  virtues,  with  all  his  constitutional 
advisers  around  him,  when  he  violates  the  con- 
stitution of  his  country,  and  usurps  the  control 
over  its  entire  revenue,  that  he  may  success- 
fully defend  himself  by  declaring  that  he  had 
done  this  deed  without  any  criminal  intention? 
No,  sir ;  in  such  a  case,  above  all  others,  the 
criminal  intention  must  be  inferred  from  tha 
unconstitutional  exercise  of  high  and  dangeroos 
powers.  The  safety  of  the  republic  demands 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  shonlo 
never  shield  himself  behind  such  flimsy  pre- 
texts. This  resolution,  therefore,  although  it 
may  not  have  assumed  the  form  of  an  article 
of  impeachment,  possesses  all  the  substance. 

It  was  my  fate  some  years  ago  to  have 
assisted  as  a  manager,  in  behalf  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  the  trial  of  an  impeach- 
ment before  this  body.    It  then  became  my 
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doty  to  examine  all  the  precedents  in  sach  oases 
viiieh  had  oocnrred  under  our  GoTemment 
since  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitnticn. 
On  that  occasion  I  fonnd  one  which  has  a  strong 
bearing  upon  tliis  question.  I  refer  to  the  case 
of  Jadge  Pickering.  He  was  tried  and  con- 
demned by  the  Senate  upon  aU  the  foar  articles 
ezliibited  against  him,  althongh  the  three  first 
contained  no  other  charge  than  that  of  maiung 
deoiaons  contrary  to  hiw,  in  a  cause  involving 
a  mere  qnestion  of  property,  and  then  refosing 
to  gnitt  the  party  i^jared  an  appeal  from  his 
decision,  to  whidi  he  was  entitled.  From  the 
clear  violation  of  the  law,  in  this  case,  the 
Senate  most  have  inferred  an  Impmv  ana  im- 
proper motive. 

If  any  thing  farther  were  wanting  to  prove 
that  the  resoladon  of  the  Senate  contained  a 
criminal  and  impeachable  charge  against  the 
President,  it  might  bo  demonstrated  from  all 
the  eircmnstances  attending  the  transaction. 
Whilst  this  resolntion  was  in  progress  tbrongb 
tiie  Senate,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
oni^oyed  in  producing  panic  and  pressure 
thronghoat  the  land.  ¥ach  actnd  suffering 
was  experienced  by  the  people ;  and  where  that 
did  not  exist,  they  dreaded  unknown  and  awfiil 
cslamities.  Confidence  between  man  and  man 
was  tt  an  end.  There  was  a  fearful  pause  in 
the  bnaness  of  the  country.  We  were  then 
engaged  in  the  most  violent  party  conflict 
recorded  in  onr  annals.  To  use  the  language 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  we  were  in  the 
midst  of  a  revolution.  On  the  one  side  it  was 
contended  that  the  power  over  the  purse  of  the 
natioa  had  been  usurped  by  the  President; 
that  in  his  own  person  he  had  united  this 
power  with  that  of  the  sword,  and  that  the 
liberties  of  the  people  ,were  gone,  unless  he 
conld  be  arrested  in  lAs  mad  career.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  friends  of  the  President  main- 
tained tliat  the  removal  of  the  deposits  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  an  act  of 
Stan  justice  to  the  people ;  that  it  was  strictly 
legal  and  constitutional ;  that  he  was  impelled 
to  it  by  the  highest  and  purest  principles  of 
pabiotism  ;  and  that  it  was  the  only  means  of 
prostrating  an  institution  which  threatened  the 
aestmction  of  our  dearest  rights  and  liberties. 
During  this  terrific  conflict,  pablio  indignation 
was  aroused  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  Presi- 
dent received  a  great  number  of  anonymous 
letters,  threatening  him  with  assassination, 
unless  he  should  restore  the  deposits. 

It  was  during  the  pendency  of  tiiis  conflict 
throughout  the  countiT',  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  thought  proper,  on  the  26th  of  De- 
cember, 1888,  to  present  his  condemnatory  res- 
olution to  the  Senate.  And  here,  sir,  permit 
me  to  say,  that  I  do  not  believe  there  was  any 
cormpt  connection  between  any  Senator  upon 
this  floor  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
But  it  was  at  this  inauspicious  moment  that 
the  resolution  was  introduced.  How  was  it 
supported  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  f  He 
ton  na  tiuub  a  tevolation  had  already  com- 


menced. He  told  us  that  by  the  8d  of  March, 
1887,  if  the  progress  of  innovation  shonld  con- 
tinue, there  would  be  scarcely  a  vestige  reman- 
ing of  the  Government  and  policy,  as  they  had 
existed  prior  to  the  8d  of  March,  1829.  That 
in  a  term  of  years,  a  littie  more  than  that  which 
was  required  to  establish  onr  liberties,  the 
Govemment  would  be  transformed  into  an 
elective  monarchy — ^the  worst  of  all  forms  of 
government.  He  compared  the  measure  adopt- 
ed by  General  Jackson  with  the  conduct  of  the 
usuiping  Osasar,  who,  after  he  had  overrun 
Italy  in  sixty  days,  and  conquered  the  liberties 
of  his  native  country,  terrified  the  tribune 
Metellus,  who  guarded  the  Treasury  of  the 
Boman  people,  and  seized  it  by  open  force. 
He  deckffed  that  the  President  had  perpetrated 
an  open,  payable,  and  daring  usurpation.  He 
concludea  by  asserting  that  the  premonitory 
symptoms  of  despotism  were  npon  us ;  and  if 
Congress  did  not  apply  an  instantaneous  and 
effective  remedy,  the  fatal  collapse  would  soon 
come  on,  and  we  should  die — ignobly  die — ^base, 
mean,  and  labject  slaves,  the  scorn  and  con- 
tempt of  mankind,  nnpitied,  unwept,  and  nn- 
moumed.  What  a  spectacle  was  then  presented 
in  this  chamber  I  We  are  told,  in  the  reports 
of  the  day,  that,  when  he  took  his  seat,  there 
was  repeated  and  loud  applause  in  the  galleries. 
This,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  the  intro- 
ductory speech  of  the  Senator.  In  my  opinion, 
it  was  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  eloqnrat  of 
all  his  able  and  eloquent  speeches.  He  was 
then  riding  upon  the  whirlwind  and  directing 
the  storm.  At  the  time  I  read  it,  for  I  was  not 
then  in  the  Senate,  it  reminded  me  of  the  able, 
the  vindictive,  and  the  eloquent  iq)peal  of  Mr. 
Burke  before  the  House  of  Lords,  on  the  im- 
peachment of  Warren  Hastings,  in  which  he 
denounced  that  Gk)verDor  General  as  the  rav- 
ager  and  oppressor  of  India,  and  the  scourge  of 
the  millions  who  had  been  placed  under  hia 
authority. 

And  yet,  we  are  now  told  that  this  resolntion 
did  not  intend  to  impute  any  criminal  motive 
to  the  President ;  that  he  was  a  good  old  man, 
though  not  a  good  constitutional  lawyer ;  and 
that  he  knew  better  how  to  wield  the  sword 
than  to  oonstme  the  constitution. 

[Mr.  CiAT  here  rose  to  explain.  He  said, 
"  1  never  have  said,  and  never  will  say,  that 
personally  I  acquitted  the  President  of  any  im- 
proper intention.  I  lament  that  I  cannot  say 
it.  But  what  I  did  say  was,  that  the  act  of 
the  Senate  of  1884  is  free  from  the  imputation 
of  any  criminal  motives."] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  tiiis  avowal  is  in  character 
with  the  frank  and  manly  nature  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  It  is  no  more  than  what  I 
expected  from  him.  The  imputation  of  any 
improper  motive  to  the  President  has  beea 
again  and  again  disclaimed  by  other  Senators 
upon  this  floor.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky 
has  now  boldly  come  out  in  his  true  colors, 
and  avows  the  principles  which  he  held  at  the 
time.    He  acknowledges  that  he  did  not  acquit 
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the  President  from  improper  intentions,  when 
charging  him  with  a  violation  of  the  oonstitation 
of  his  ooontrj. 

This  trial  of  the  Fresideat  before  the  Senate 
continued  for  three  montiie.  Daring  tliis  whole 
period,  instead  of  the  evidence  whidi  a  jndidal 
tribnnal  ought  to  receive,  exciting  memorials, 
signed  by  vast  numbers  of  the  people,  and  well 
calcnlated  to  inflame  the  passions  of  his  Jndges, 
.  were  pomred  in  upon  the  Senate.  He  was  de- 
nounced upon  this  floor  by  every  odioos  epithet 
which  belongs  to  tyrants.  Finally,  the  oonoz- 
ions  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  vote  of  the 
Senate,  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  1884. 

After  the  exposition  which  I  have  made,  can 
any  impartial  mind  doubt  but  that  this  resolu- 
tion intended  to  charge  against  the  President  a 
wilful  and  daring  violation  of  the  constitution 
and  the  laws !    I  think  not 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  argued,  with 
hia  nsual  power,  that  the  functions  of  the 
Senate,  actmg  in  a  legislative  capacity,  ore  not 
to  be  restricted,  because  it  is  possible  that  the 
Bame  question^  in  another  form,  may  come 
before  us  judicially.    I  concur  in  iuie  truth  and 

Instice  of  this  position.  We  must  perform  our 
ep^islative  duties ;  and  if,  in  the  investigation 
of  facts,  having  legislation  distinctly  in  view, 
we  should  incidentally  be  led  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  criminal  charges,  it  is  a  necessity  im- 
posed upon  us  by  our  condition,  from  which 
we  cannot  escape.  It  results  from  the  vary- 
ing nature  of  our  duties,  and  not  from  our  own 
wul.  I  admit  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  mark 
the  precise  line  which  separates  our  legislative 
from  our  judicial  functions.  I  shall  not  attempt 
it.  In  many  cases,  from  necessity,  they  are  m 
some  degree  intermingled.  The  present  resolu- 
tion, however,  stands  far  in  advance  of  this 
line.  It  is  placed  in  bold  relief,  and  is  clear  of 
aU  such  difficulties.  It  is  a  mere  naked  resolu- 
tion of  censure.  It  refers  solely  to  the  past 
conduct  of  the  President,  and  condemns  it  in 
the  strongest  terms,  without  even  proposing 
any  act  of  legislation  by  which  the  evil  may  be 
remedied  hereafter.  It  was  judgment  upon 
the  past  alone ;  not  prevention  for  the  future. 
Nay,  more :  the  resolution  is  so  vague  and 
general  in  its  terms,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertdn  from  its  face  the  cause  of  the  Presi- 
dent's condemnation.  The  Senate  have  re- 
solved that  the  Executive  "  has  assumed  upon 
himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both."  What  is  the  specification  under  this 
charge?  Why,  that  he  has  acted  thus,  "in 
the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the 
public  revenue."  What  executive  proceedings  ? 
The  resolution  leaves  us  entirely  in  the  dark 
upon  this  subject.  How  could  any  legislation 
spring  from  such  a  resolution  ?  It  is  impossi- 
ble. None  such  was  ever  attempted. 
If  the  resolution  had  preserved  its- original 

Shraseology ;  if  it  had  condemned  the  Fiesi- 
ent  for  dismissing  one  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
beoaose  he  would  not  remove  the  deposits,  and 


for  appointing  his  successor  to  effect  thisporpose, 
the  Senator  might  then  have  contended  that  the 
evil  was  distinctly  pointed  out ;  and,  although 
no  legidation  was  proposed,  the  remedy  vaiffA 
be  applied  hereafter.  But  he  has  deprived 
himself  even  of  this  feeble  argument.  He  his 
left  us  upon  an  ocean  of  nneertainty,  without 
chart  or  compass.  "The  late  executive  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  the  revenue  "  is  a  phrase 
of  the  most  general  and  indefinite  chwacter. 
Every  Senator  who  voted  in  favor  of  this  reso- 
lution may  have  acted  upon  different  prindjdes. 
To  procure  its  passage,  nothing  more  was  neces- 
sary than  that  a  majority  should  tmito  in  the 
conclusion  that  the  President  had  violated  tiie 
constitution  and  the  laws  in  some  one  or  other 
of  his  numerous  acts  in  relation  to  tiie  public 
revenue.  '  The  views  of  Senators  constituting 
the  minority  may  have  varied  from  each  other 
to  any  conceivable  extent ;  and  yet  they  may 
have  united  in  the  final  vote.  That  this  was 
the  fact  to  a  considerable  extent,  I  have  always 
understood.  It  is  utterly  impossible  either  that 
such  a  proceeding  could  ever  have  been  intend- 
ed to  become  the  basis  of  legislation,  or  that 
legislative  action  conld  have,  ever  spnmg  from 
such  a  source. 

I  flatter  myself,  then,  I  have  succeeded  in 
proving  that  this  resolution  charged  the  Presi- 
dent with  a  high  official  misdemeanor,  wholly 
disconnected  from  legislation,  which,  if  true, 
ought  to  have  subject^  him  to  impeachment 

This  brings  me  directly  to  the  question,  had 
the  Senate  any  power,  under  the  constitution, 
to  adopt  such  a  resolution  ?  In  other  words, 
can  the  Senate  condemn  a  public  officer  ij 
a  simple  resolution,  for  an  oflfence  whidi 
would  subject  him  to  an  impeachment?  To 
state  the  proposition,  is  to  answer  this  question 
in  the  negative.  Dread!ul  would  be  the  conse- 
quences, 3  we  possess  and  should  exercise  sadi 
a  power. 

This  body  is  invested  with  high  and  req)on- 
sible  powers,  of  a  legislative,  and  executive, 
and  a  judicitu  character.  No  person  can  enter 
it  untu  he  has  attained  a  mature  age.  Our 
term  of  service  is  longer  than  that  of  any  other 
elective  functionary.  If  Senators  will  have  it 
so,  it  is  the  most  aristocratic  branch  of  our 
Government.  For  what  purpose  did  the  fram- 
ers  of  the  constitution  confer  upon  it  these 
varied  and  important  powers,  and  this  long 
tenure  of  office  ?  The  answer  is  plwn.  It  was 
placed  in  this  secure  and  elevated  position 
that  it  might  be  above  the  storms  of  flwtion 
which  so  often  inflame  the  passions  of  men. 
It  never  was  intended  to  be  an  arena  for  politi- 
cal gladiators.  Until  the  second  session  of  the 
third  Congress,  the  Senate  always  sat  with 
closed  doors,  except  in  the  single  instance  when 
the  eligibility  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  a  seat  in  tiie 
body  was  the  subject  under  discussion.    Of  this 

? articular  practice,  however,  I  cannot  approve, 
merely  state  it  to  show  the  intention  of  those 
who  formed  the  constitntion.  I  was  informed 
by  one  of  the  moat  emimuit  statesmoi  and 
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Saoatars  which  this  oonntiyhma  ever  prodooed, 
now  no  more,  (the  kte  Mr.  King)  that  for  some 
years  aftw  the  Federal  (k>yemmentoommenoed 
its  opraation,  the  debates  of  the  Senate  resem- 
bled eonjreraations  rather  than  speeches,  and 
that  it  originated  bat  few  legialaliTe  measures. 
ficnatora  were  then  critics  rather  than  authors 
in  kfgialation.  Whether  its  gain  in  eloquence, 
(inoe  it  has  become  a  popular  assemb^,  and 
nnoe  the  somnd  of  thunoering  applause  has 
been  heard  in  onr  galleries  at  the  denunciation 
of  ih»  Prerident,  has  been  an  equivalent  for  its 
loss  in  trae  dignity,  may  well  be  doubted.  To 
give  this  body  its  just  influence  with  tibe 
people,  it  ought  to  preserve  itself  as  free  as 
possible  fr<HD  angry  political  discussions.  In 
the  performauoe  of  our  executive  duties — ^in 
the  ratification  of  treaties  and  in  the  aonfirma- 
tkm  of  Bominationa — the  constitution  has  con- 
nected us  with  the  Executive.  The  efficient 
and  snecesafnl  administration  of  the  Govern* 
ment,  tiierefore,  requires  that  we  should  move 
OB  together  in  as  much  harmony  as  may  be 
ocmastent  with  the  independent  exercise  of  oar 
reroective  functions. 

But,  above  all,  we  should  be  the  most  cau- 
tious in  guarding  our  judicial  character  from 
snspidoB.  We  constitute  the  high  court  of  im- 
peachment of  this  nation,  before  which  every 
officer  of  the  Government  may  be  arraigned. 
To  tlus-Mbanal  is  committed  the  character  of 
nien,  whose  character  is  far  dearer  to  them  than 
their  lives.  ~We  should  be  the  rook,  standing  in 
the  midst  of  the  ooean,  for  the  purpose  of  af- 
fording a  shelter  to  the  faithful  officer  from 
QDJost  persecution,  against  which  tiie  billows 
might  dash  themselves  in  vain.  Whilst  we  are 
a  terror  to  evil-doers,  we  should  be  a  praise  to 
those  who  do  well.  We  should  never  volun- 
tarily perform  any  act  which  might  prejudice 
our  judgment,  or  render  us  suspected  as  a  judi- 
ati  tribunal.  More  especially,  when  the  Pres- 
idait  of  the  United  States  is  arraigned  at  the 
bar  of  pnblic  opinion,  for  offences  which  might 
sobjjeet  him  to  an  impeachment,  we  should  re- 
naui,  not  only  chaste,  but  unsuspected.  Better, 
,  iofinitely  better,  would  it  be  for  ua  not  to  m^- 
iftgt  oar  feeling,  even  in  a  case  in  which  we 
were  morally  certain  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives would  not  prefer  before  ns  articles  of  im- 
peachment, than  to  reach  the  object  of  our  dis- 
approbation by  a  usurpation  of  their  rights.  It 
is  true  that,  when  the  Senate  passed  the  resolu- 
tion condemning  the  President,  a  nuyority  in 
the  House  were  of  a  different  opinion.  Bat  the 
next  elections  mi^ht  have  chained  that  minor- 
ity into  a  nunonty.  The  House  might  then 
have  voted  articles  of  impeachment  against  the 
President.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  pray 
you  to  conuder  in  what  a  condition  the  Senate 
wonld  have  been  placed.  They  hod  already 
prejudged  the  case.  They  had  already  con- 
victed the  President,  and  denounced  him  to  the 
wiffid  as  a  violator  of  the  constitution.  In  crim- 
inal proaecationa,  even  agunst  the  greatest  mal- 
«iMfa>r,  if  a  Jbtot  hae  prqndged  uie  caase,  he 


cannot  enter  the  jury-box.  The  Senate  had 
rendered  itself  wholly  incomi^tent,  in  this  case, 
to  perform  its  highest  judiciu  functions.  The 
trial  of  the  President,  had  articles  of  impeach- 
ment been  preferred  against  him,  would  have 
been  but  a  solemn  mockery  of  justice. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
carefully  provided  against  such  an  enormous 
evil,  by  declaring  that  "  the  House  of  Ke^re- 
sentatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  im- 
peachment," and  "the  Senate  snail  have  the 
sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments."  Until 
the  accused  is  brought  before  ns  by  the  House, 
it  is  a  manifest  violation  of  our  solemn  duty  to 
condemn  him  by  a  resolution. 

If  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  withoat 
any  indictment  having  been  found  by  a  grand 
jury,  without  having  given  the  defendant  notice 
to  appear,  without  having  afforded  him  an  op- 
portunity of  cross-examining  the  witnesses 
agidnst  him,  and  making  his  defence,  should 
resolve  that  he  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime,  and 
place  this  conviction  npon  their  records,  all 
mankind  would  exclaim  against  the  injustice 
and  tmcoostitutionality  of  the  act  Wherein 
consists  the  difference  between  this  case  and 
the  condemnation  of  the  President  ?  In  noth- 
ing, except  that  such  a  conviction  by  the  Sen- 
ate, on  account  of  its  exalted  character,  would 
fall  with  tenfold  force  upon  its  object.  I  have 
often  been  astonished,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
tended and  well-deserved  popularity  of  General 
Jackson,  that  the  moral  mnuence  of  this  con- 
demnation by  the  Senate  had  not  crashed  him. 
With  what  tremendous  effect  might  this  as- 
sumed power  of  the  Senate  be  used  to  blast  the 
reputation  of  any  man  who  might  fall  under  its 
displeasure.  The  precedent  is  extremely  dan- 
gerous, and  the  American  people  have  wisely 
determined  to  blot  it  out  forever. 

It  is  painful  to  reflect  what  might  have  been 
the  condition  of  the  country,  if,  at  the  inauspi- 
cious moment  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
against  the  President,  its  interests  and  its  honor 
had  rendered  it  necessary  to  engage  in  a  foreign 
war.  The  fearful  consequences  of  such  a  con- 
dition, at  such  a  moment,  must  strike  every 
mind.  Wonld  the  Senate  then  have  conflded 
to  the  President  the  necessary  power  to  defend 
the  country  ?  Where  could  the  sinews  of  war 
have  been  foand  ?  In  what  condition  was  this 
body  at  that  moment  to  act  upon  an  important 
treaty  negotiated  by  the  President,  or  upon  any 
of  his  nominations?  But  I  forbear  to  enlarge 
np<m  this  topic. 

I  have  now  arrived  at  the  last  point  in  this 
discussion.  Do  the  Senate  possess  the  power, 
under  the  constitution,  of  expunging  the  reso- 
lution of  March,  1834,  from  their  journals,  in 
the  manner  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri ?  (Mr.  Bknton.)  I  cheerfully  admit  that 
we  must  show  that  this  is  not  contrary  to  the 
coQStitution ;  for  we  can  never  redress  one  vio- 
lation of  that  instrument  by  conunittiug  an- 
otiier.  Before  I  proceed  to  this  branch  of  the 
snl^ect,  I  shidl  put  myself  right  by  a  brief  bis- 
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toiical  reminiscence.  I  entered  the  Senate  in 
December,  1884(ifresh  from  the  ranks  of  the 
people,  \7ith0nt  the  slightest  feeling  of  hostUity 
against  an;'  Senator  on  this  floor.  I  then 
thought  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
ICissonri  was  too  severe  in  proposing  to  ex- 
punge. Although  I  was  anxious  to  record,  in 
strong  terms,  my  entire  disi^probation  of  the 
resolution  of  March,  1884,  yet  I  was  willing  to 
accomplish  this  object  witiiout  doing  more  vio- 
lence to  the  feelings  of  my  associates  on  this 
floor  than  was  absolutely  necessary  to  jnstify 
the  President.  Actuated  by  these  friendly 
motives,  I  exerted  all  my  little  influence  with 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  to  induce  him  to 
abandon  the  word  exmmge,  and  substitute  some 
others  in  its  place.  I  knew  that  this  word  was 
exceedingly  obnoxious  to  the  Senators  who  had 
voted  for  the  former  resolution.  Other  friends 
of  his  also  exerted  their  influence ;  and  at  length 
his  kindly  feeling  prevailed,  and  he  consented 
to  abandon  that  word,  although  it  was  pecu- 
liarly dear  to  him.  I  spealt  ftt>m  my  own 
knowledge.  "  All  which  I  saw,  and  part  of 
which  I  was." 

The  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
came  before  the  Senate  on  the  8d  of  March, 
1885.  Under  it  the  resolution  of  March,  1884, 
was  "  ordered  to  be  expunged  from  the  jonr- 
nal,"  for  reasons  appearing  on  its  face,  which  I 
need  not  enumerate.  The  Senator  firom  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  Whits)  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  by  striking 
out  the  order  to  expunge  with  the  reasons  for 
it,  and  inserting  in  their  stead  the  words  "  re- 
scinded, revers^  repealed,  and  declared  to  be 
null  and  void."  Some  difference  of  opinion 
then  arose  among  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion as  to  the  words  which  should  be  substi- 
tuted in  place  of  the  order  to  expunge.  For  the 
purpose  of  leaving  this  question  perfeotiy  open, 
you,  sir,  (Mr.  Eino,  of  Alabama,  was  in  the 
chair,)  then  moved  to  amend  the  original  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  BmroN,  by  striking  out  tiie  words 
"  ordered  to  be  expunged  from  the  journal  of 
the  Senate."  This  motion  prevailed,  on  the 
ayes  and  noes,  by  a  vote  89  to  7 ;  and  amongst 
the  ayes  the  name  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
is  recorded.  The  resolntion  was  thus  left  a 
blank,  in  its  most  essential  feature,-  ready  to  be 
filled  up  as  the  Senate  might  direct.  The  era 
of  good  feeling  in  regard  to  this  subject  had 
commenced.  It  was  nipped  in  the  bud,  how- 
ever, by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Wbbstsr.)  Whilst  the  resolution  was  still  in 
blank,  he  rose  in  his  place,  and  proclaimed  the 
triumph  of  the  constitution  by  the  vote  to  strike 
out  the  word  expunge,  and  then  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  declaring  that  he 
would  neither  withdraw  his  motion  for  friend 
nor  foe.  This  motion  precluded  all  amendment 
and  all  debate.  It  prevuled  by  a  party  vote ; 
and  thus  we  were  left  with  our  resolntion  a 
blank.  Such  was  the  manner  in  which  the 
Senators  in  opposition  received  our  advances 
of  coorteey  and  IdndueaB,  in  the  moment  of  their 


strength  and  our  weakness.  Had  the  Seostor 
from  Massachusetts  snflfered  us  to  proceed  hot 
for  five  minutes,  we  should  have  filled  up  the 
blank  in  the  resolution.  It  would  then  have 
assumed  a  distinct  form,  and  they  would  never 
afterwards  have  heard  of  the  word  expwtjt. 
We  should  have  been  content  with  the  wwdt 
"  rescinded,  reversed,  repealed,  and  declared  to 
be  null  and  void."  But  the  conduct  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  on  that  occasion, 
and  that  of  the  party  with  which  he  acted, 
roused  the  indignation  of  every  friend  of  the 
administration  on  this  floor.  We  then  deter- 
mined that  the  word  expunge  shonld  never 
again  be  surrendered. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  introdnoed 
a  precedent  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Boose 
of^Repreeentatives  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  pm^ 
pose  of  proving  that  we  have  no  right  to  adopt 
this  resolntion.  To  this  I  can  have  no  possibM 
objection.  But  I  can  tell  the  Senator,  if  I  were 
convinced  that  I  had  voted  wrong  when  com- 
paratively a  boy,  more  than  twenty  years  ago, 
the  fear  of  being  termed  inconsistent  would  not 
now  deter  me  from  voting  right  upon  the  saaw 
question.  I  do  not,  however,  repent  of  my 
vote  upon  that  occasion.  I  would  now  vote  in 
the  same  manner,  under  similar  circmnstancet. 
I  shonld  not  vote  to  expunge,  under  any  ci^ 
cumstanoes,  any  proceeding  from  the  joomali, 
by  obliterating  the  record.  If  I  do  not  prova^ 
before  I  take  my  seat,  that  the  case  in  the  Legi»- 
lature  of  Pennsylvania  was  essentially  diSetent 
from  that  now  before  the  Senate,  I  shall  a^ree 
to  be  proclaimed  inconsistent  and  time-servug. 

It  was  my  settied  conviction,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session  <^  Oongress,  that 
the  Senate  had  no  p6wer  to  obliterate  thdr 
journal.  This  was  shaken,  but  not  removed, 
by  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana, 
(Mr.  PoBTEB,)  who.  confessedly  made  the  ablest 
speech  on  the  other  side  of  the  question.  The 
constitution  declares  that  "each  House  shall 
keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time 
to  time  publish  the  same,  excepting  such  parts 
as  may  in  their  judgment  require  secrecy." 
What  was  tlie  position  which  that  Senator  then 
attempted  to  maintain  t  In  order  to  prove  that 
we  had  no  power  to  obliterate  or  destroy  oar 
journals,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  contend 
that  the  word  "  keep,"  as  used  in  the  constitu- 
tion, means  both  to  record  and  to  preserve. 
This  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  mere  b^jging  of 
the  qnestion. 

I  shall  attempt  no  definition  of  the  word 
"  keep."  At  least  since  the  days  of  Plato,  we 
know  that  definitions  have  been  dangerous. 
Yet  I  tiiink  that  the  meaning  of  this  word,  as 
applied  to  the  subject-matter,  is  so  plain,  that 
he  who  runs  may  read.  If  I  direct  my  agent 
to  keep  a  journal  of  his  proceedings,  and  pub- 
lish the  same,  my  palpable  meaning  is,  that  he 
shall  write  these  proceedings  down  from  day  to 
day,  and  publish  what  he  has  written,  for  gen- 
eral information.  After  he  has  obeyed  mr 
oomnumda,  after  he  has  kept  his  journal,  opd 
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pablished  it  to  the  world,  h«  has  executed  the 
essential  part  of  the  trnst  confided  to  him. 
What  may  become  of  this  original  manuscript 
jonmal  afterwards,  is  a  matter  of  total  indiffeiv 
ence.  80  in  regard  to  the  manuscript  jommals 
of  either  Hoose  of  Congress ;  after  more  than  a 
th<msand  copies  have  been  printed  and  pab- 
Usbed,  and  distribnted  over  the  Union,  it  is 
matter  of  not  the  least  importance  what  dispo- 
sition may  be  made  of  them.  They  have  an- 
swered their  pnrposo,  and,  in  any  practical 
Tiew,  become  useless.  If  they  were  bnmt,  or 
otiierwise  destroyed,  it  wonld  not  be  an  event 
of  the  dightest  public  consequence.  Snoh 
indifference  has  prevailed  upon  this  subject,  that 
these  journals  nave  been  considered,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  as  so  much  waste 
paper,  and,  during  a  period  of  thirty-four  years 
after  the  organization  of  the  Government,  they 
vere  actually  destroyed.  From  this  oircnm- 
ttance,  no  pnblto  or  private  inconvenience  has 
Ixen  or  ever  can  be  sustuned;  because  our 
printed  journals  are  received  in  evidence  in  all 
oourts  of  justice,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
orifpnals  were  produced. 

The  Senator  fh>m  Louisiana  has  discovered 
tiiat  to  "  keep  "  means  both  "  to  record  "  and 
"  to  preserve."  Bnt  can  tou  give  this,  or  any 
other  word  in  the  Eng^Jsh  language,  two  dis- 
tinct and  independent  meanings  at  the  same 
time,  as  applied  to  the  same  subjectf  I  think 
not.  From  ^le  imperfection  of  hnman  lan- 
gn^e,  from  the  impossibility  of  having  appro- 
priate words  to  express  every  idea,  the  same 
word,  as  applied  to  different  subjects,  has  a 
Tviety  of  significations.  As  applied  to  any 
one  ttthject,  it  cannot,  at  the  same  time,  convey 
tvo  distinct  meanings.  In  the  constitution  it 
must  mean  either  "  to  write  down,"  or  "  to  pre- 
serve." It  cannot  have  both  significations.  Let 
Senators,  then,  take  their  choice.  If  it  signifies 
"to  write  dovni,"  as  it  unquestionably  does, 
vhat  becomes  of  the  constitutional  injunction 
to  preserve  ?  The  truth  is,  that  the  constitu- 
tion has  not  provided  what  shall  be  done  with 
the  manuscript  journal,  after  it  has  served  the 
pnrposes  for  which  it  was  called  into  existence. 
When  it  has  been  published  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  for  whose  use  it  was  ordered  to 
be  kept,  after  it  has  thus  been  perpetuated,  and 
they  have  been  famished  with  tiie  means  of 
judging  of  the  public  conduct  of  their  public 
serrants,  it  ceases  to  be  an  object  of  the  least 
importance.  Whether  it  be  thrown  into  the 
garret  of  the  Capitol,  with  other  useless  lumber, 
or  be  destroyed,  is  a  matter  of  no  public  inter- 
est. It  has  probably  never  once  been  referred 
to  in  the  htstoty  of  our  Government.  If  it 
^onld  ever  be  determined  to  be  a  violation  of 
the  constitution  to  obliterate  or  destroy  this 
nannscript  journal,  it  must  be  upon  different 
principles  from  those  which  have  been  urged  in 
this  debate.  Uy  own  impression  is,  that,  as  the 
framers  of  the  oonsititntion  have  directed  as  to 
keep  a  journal,  a  constructive  duty  may  be  im- 
plied fimn  tbk  oommaud,  wMdi  wonU  tartAi 


us  to  obliterate  or  destroy  it  Under  this  im- 
pression, I  should  vote,  as  I  did  twenty  years 
ago,  in  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  against 
any  proposition  actually  to  expunge  any  part 
of  the  jonmal.  But,  waiving  this  unprofitable 
discussion,  let  us  proceed  to  the  real  point  in 
controversy. 

Is  any  such  proceeding  as  that  of  actnaUy 
expunging  the  jonmal  proposed  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  ?  I  answer, 
no  snoh  thing.  If  the  constitution  had,  in  ex- 
press terms,  directed  us  to  record  and  to  pre- 
serve a  journal  of  our  proceedings,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  resolution  now  before  ns,  whieh 
would  be  inconsistent  with  such  a  provisicm. 

Is  the  drawing  of  a  black  line  around  the 
resolution  of  the  SenAte  of  March,  1884,  to 
obliterate  or  to  deface  it  ?  On  the  contrary,  is 
it  not  to  render  it  more  conspicuous — ^to  place 
it  in  bold  relief — to  give  it  a  prominence  in  the 
public  view  beyond  any  other  proceeding  of 
this  body  in  past,  and,  I  trust,  in  all  future 
time  ?  If  the  argument  of  Senators  were,  not 
that  we  have  no  power  to  obliterate,  but  that 
the  Senate  possessed  no  power  to  render  one 
portion  of  the  jonmal  more  conspicuous  than 
another,  it  womd  have  had  much  greater  force. 
Why,  sir,  by  means  of  this  vwy  proceeding, 
that  portion  of  our  journal  upon  which  it  oper- 
ates will  be  rescued  from  a  slumber  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  etemal,  and  fito 
similes  of  the  original  resolution,  without  a 
word  or  a  letter  defaced,  will  be  circulated  over 
the  whole  Union. 

But,  sir,  this  resolution  also  directs  that 
across  the  face  of  the  condemnatory  resolution 
there  shall  be  written  by  the  Secretary,  "Ex- 
punged by  order  of  the  Senate,  this day 

of ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1887." 

Will  tlus  obliterate  any  part  of  the  original 
resolution?  K  it  does,  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary wlU  be  performed  in  a  very  bungling  man- 
ner. No  such  thing  is  intended.  It  would  be 
easy  to  remove  every  scrapie  from  every  mind 
upon  this  subject,  by  amending  the  resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  so  as  to  direct  the 
Secretary  to  perform  his  duty  in  such  a  mannw 
as  not  to  obhterate  any  part  of  the  condemna- 
tory resolution.  Snch  a  direction,  however, 
appears  to  me  to  be  wholly  unnecessary.  The 
nature  of  the  whole  proceeding  is  very  plain. 
We  now  adopt  a  resolution  expressing  our 
strong  reprobation  of  the  original  resolution ; 
and  for  this  purpose  we  use  the  word  "ex- 
punged," as  the  strongest  term  which  we  can 
apply.  We  then  direct  our  Secretary  to  draw 
black  lines  around  it,  and  place  such  a  reference 
to  our  proceedings  of  this  day  upon  its  &ce, 
that  in  all  time  to  come,  whoever  may  inspect 
this  portion  of  our  journal,  will  be  pointea  at 
once  to  the  record  of  its  conderanatiou.  Wliat 
lawyer  has  not  observed  upon  the  maigiu  of 
the  ludgment  docket,  if  the  original  jn^ment 
has  been  removed  to  a  superior  court,  and  there 
reversed,  a  minute  of  such  reversal?  In  our 
editions  of  tilie  statutes,  have  we  not  all  noted 
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the  repeal  of  any  of  them  which  may  have 
taken  place  at  a  subsequent  period  ?  Who  ever 
heard  in  the  one  case  or  in  the  other,  that  this 
was  obliterating  or  destroying  the  record  or 
the  book  ?  80,  in  this  case,  ve  make  a  mere 
reference  to  our  future  proceeding  upon  the 
face  of  the  resolution,  instead  of  uio  margin. 
Suppose  we  should  only  repeal  the  obnoxious 
resolution,  and  direct  such  a  reference  to  be 
Blade  upon  its  face:  would  any  Senator  con- 
tend that  this  would  be  an  obliteration  of  the 
journal  ? 

But  it  has  been  contended  that  the  word 
esqnmf/e  is  not  the  appropriate  word ;  and  we 
have  wrested  it  from  its  true  signification,  in 
applying  it  to  the.  present  case.  Even  if  this 
allegatioa  were  correct,  the  answer  would  be 
at  hand.  You  might  then  convict  us  of  bad 
taste,  bat  not  of  a  violation  of  the  constitution. 
On  the  face  of  the  resolution  we  have  stated 
distinctly  what  we  mean. .  We  have  directed 
the  Se<»'etary  in  what  manner  he  shall  under- 
stand it,  and  we  have  excluded  the  idea  that  it 
is  our  intention  to  obliterate  or  to  destroy  the 
jonmaL 

'  But  I  shall  oontend  that  the  word  expunge  is 
the  ^propriate  word,  and  that  there  is  not 
another  in  the  English  language  so  precisely 
adapted  to  convey  our  meaning.  I  shall  show 
from  the  highest  literary  and  parliamentary 
antborities,  that  this  word  has  acquired  a  sig- 
nification entirely  distinct  from  that  of  actual 
obliteration.  Let  me  proceed  immediately  to 
this  task.  After  citing  my  authorities.  I  shall 
proceed  with  the  argument.  First,  then,  for 
those  of  a  literary  character.  I  read  from 
Orabbe's  Synonymes,  page  140 ;  and  every  Sen- 
ator will  admit  that  this  is  a  work  of  established 
reputation.  In  speaking  of  the  use  of  the  word 
"  expunge,"  the  author  says :  "  When  the  con- 
tents of  a  book  are  in  part  rejected,  they  are 
aptly  described  as  being  expunged ;  in  this 
maimer  the  free-thinking  sects  expunge  every 
thing  from  the  Bible  which  does  not  suit  their 

Snrpose,  or  they  expunge  from  their  creed  what 
ues  not  humor  their  pasaons."  The  idea  that 
an  actual  obliteration  was  intended  in  these 
oases  would  be  manifestly  absurd.  In  the  some 
page  there  is  a  quotation  from  Hr.  Burke,  to 
Ulustrate  the  meaning  of  this  word.  "I  be- 
lieve," says  he,  "  that  any  person  who  was  of 
age  to  take  a  part  in  public  concerns  forty 
years  ago  (if  the  intermediate  space  were  ex- 
punged from  his  memory)  could  hardly  credit 
his  senses  when  he  should  hear  that  an  army 
of  two  handred  thousand  men  was  kept  up  in 
this  island."  I  shall  now  cite  Mr.  Jefferson  as 
a  literary  authority.  He  has  often  been  re- 
ferred to  on  this  floor  as  a  standard  in  politics. 
For  this  high  authority,  I  am  indebted  to  my 
friend  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Nicholas.)  In  the 
origiaal  draught  of  the  declaration  of  independ- 
ence ne  uses  the  word  "  expunge  "  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner :  "  Such  lias  been  the  patient 
sufferance  of  these  colonies ;  and  such  is  now 
the  oeoessity  which  oonstrains  them  to  expunge . 


their  former  systems  of  Government."  Al- 
though the  word  "  alter  "  was  afterwards  substi- 
tuted for  expunge,  I  pr^ume  upon  the  ground 
that  this  was  too  strong  a  term,  yet  the  change 
does  not  detract  from  the  literary  authority  of 
the  precedent— J'^«r»o»'«  Corretpondtnee,  Ac. 
lit  vol.,  page  17. 

I  presume  that  I  have  shown  that  the  word 
"  expunge  "  has  acquired  a  distinct  metaphori- 
cal meaning  in  our  literature,  which  excludes 
the  idea  of  actual  obliteration.  If  I  should  pro- 
ceed one  step  farther,  and  prove  that,  in  legis- 
lative proceedings,  it  has  acquired  the  very 
same  signification,  I  shall  then  have  fhlly  estab- 
lished my  position.  For  this  purpose  I  cite, 
first,  "  the  Secret  Proceedings  and  Debates  of 
the  Federal  Convention."  In  page  118  we  find 
the  following  entries :  "  On  motion  to  eroonge 
the  clause  of  the  qualification  as  to  age,  it  was 
carried — ten  States  agtunst  one."  Again :  "  On 
the  clause  respecting  the  ineligibility  to  any  other 
office,  it  was  moved  that  the  words '  by  any  par- 
ticular State '  be  expun^d — four  States  for,  five 
against,  and  two  divided."  So,  page  119: 
"  The  last  blank  was  filled  up  with  one  jea^ 
and  carried — eight  ayes,  two  noes,  one  divided." 

"  Mr.  Pinokney  moved  to  expunge  the  clause 
— agreed  to,  Tiem.  eon."  Again. :  "  Mr.  Butler 
moved  to  expun^  the  clause  of  the  stipends — 
lost;  seven  against,  three  for,  one  divided." 
Again,  in  page  167:  "Mr,  Knckney  inoved 
that  that  part  of  the  clause  which  disqualifies  a 
person  from  holding  an  oflSce  in  the  State  be 
expunged,  because  the  first  and  best  characters 
in  a  State  may  thereby  be  deprived  of  a  seat  in 
the  national  council." 

"  Question  put  to  strike  out  the  words  moved 
for,  and  carried — eight  ayes,  three  noes." 

It  will  thus  be  perceived  that  in  the  j)roceed- 
ings  of  the  very  convention  which  formed  the 
constitution  under  which  we  are  now  ^vemed, 
the  word  "  expunge  "  was  often  used  m  its  fig- 
urative sense.  It  will  certainly  not  be  asserts, 
or  even  intimated,  by  any  Senator  here,  that 
when  these  motions  to  expunge  prevailed,  the 
words  of  the  original  draught  of  the  constitu- 
tion were  actudly  obliterated  or  defaced.  The 
meaning  is  palpable.  These  provisions  were 
merely  rqected;  not  actaaUy  blotted  out  But 
I  shaU  now  produce  a  precedent  precisely  in 
point  It  presents  itself  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  and  refers  to  the 
famous  resolution  of  that  body  adopted  on  the 
16th  day  of  June,  1813,  in  relation  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  British  vessel  Peacock ;  denouncing 
the  late  war,  and  declaring  that  it  was  not  be- 
coming in  a  moral  and  reli^ous  people  to  «x- 
press  any  approbation  of  military  or  naval  ex- 
ploits whicn  were  not  immediately  connected 
with  the  defence  of  our  seacoast.  Some  ten 
years  afterwards,  a  succeeding  Senate  of  Mas- 
sadiusetts  adopted  the  following  resolution : 

"Setolvtd,  That  the  aforesaid  resolve  of  the 
fifteenth  day  of  June,  A.  B.  1818,  and  the  preamble 
thereof,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  expui4;ed  ttvai 
the  journals  of  the  Senate." 
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It  is  self-eTident  that,  in  this  case,  not  the 
least  intention  existed  of  defacing  the  old  man- 
uscript joomaL  The  word  "  expnnge  "  was 
need  in  its  figoratdve  signification,  jnst  as  it  is 
in  the  case  before  us,  to  express  the  strongest 
reprobation  of  the  former  proceeding.  That 
prooeeding  was  to  be  expunged  solely  by  force 
of  the  subsequent  resolution,  and  not  by  any 
actual  obliteration.  There  never  was  any  actual 
obliteration  of  the  journal. 

Judging,  then,  from  the  highest  English  an- 
tiiorities,  from  the  works  of  celebrated  authors 
and  statesmen,  and  fi:t>m  the  proceedings  of  leg- 
islatiye  bodies,  is  it  not  evident  that  the  word 
«  expunge  "  has  acquired  a  distinct  meaning, 
altogether  inconsistent  with  any  actual  obliter- 
ation} 

All  {hat  we  have  heard  abont  defacing  and 
destroying  the  journal  are  mere  phantoms, 
which  have  been  conjured  up  to  terrify  the 
timid.  We  intend  no  such  thing.  We  only 
mean,  most  strongly,  to  express  our  conviction 
that  the  condemnatory  iresolution  ought  never 
to  have  found  a  place  on  the  jonrnal.  If  more 
■nthorities  were  wanted,  I  might  refer  to  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia.  The  present  expung- 
ing resolution  is  in  exact  conformity  with  their 
instmctions  to  their  Senators.  As  a  matter  of 
taste,  I  cannot  say  that  I  much  admire  their 
plan,  though  I  entertain  no  doubt  tliat  it  is 
perfectly  constitutional.  That  State  is  highly 
litcnkry ;  and  I  think  I  have  established  that 
iheir  Legisbtore,  when  they  used  the  word 
"  expunge,"  without  intending  thereby  to  effect 
an  actoiU  obliteration  of  the  journal,  justly  ap- 
preciated the  meaning  of  the  language  which 
they  employed. 

The  word  "  expunge"  is,  in  my  opinion,  the 
only  one  which  we  could  have  used,  clearly  and 
forcibly  to  accomplish  our  purpose.  Even  if  it 
had  not  been  sanctioned  by  practice  as  a  parlia- 
mentary word,  we  ought  ourselves  to  have  first 
established  the  precedent.  It  suits  tlie  case 
precisely.  If  yon  rescind,  reverse,  or  repeal,  a 
resolution,  you  thereby  admit  that  it  once  had 
aome  constitutional  or  legal  authority.  If  yon 
declare  it  to  have  been  null  and  void  from  the 
beginning,  this  is  but  the  expression  of  your 
own  opinion  that  such  was  the  fact.  This  word 
"  expnnge  "  acts  upon  the  resolution  itself.  It 
at  once  goes  to  its  origin,  and  destroys  its  legal 
existence,  as  if  it  had  never  been.  It  does  not 
merely  kiU,  bnt  it  annihilates. 

Parliamentary  practice  has  changed  the  mean- 
ing of  several  other  words  from  their  primitive 
Hgnification,  in  a  similar  manner  with  that  of  the 
word  "  expnnge."  The  original  signification  of 
the  word  "  rescind  "  is  "  to  cnt  off."  Usage  has 
made  it  mean,  in  reference  to  a  law  or  resolu- 
tioB,  to  abrogate  or  repeal  it.  We  every  day 
hear  motions  "to  strike  out."  What  is  the 
literal  meaning  of  this  expression  !  The  ques- 
&>n  may  be  b^  answered  by  asking  another. 
If  I  were  to  request  yon  to  strike  out  a  line 
from  your  letter,  and  you  were  willing  to  com- 
ply with  my  request,  what  would  be  your  eon- 

vou  xni.— 9 


dnotf  You  would  mn  your  pen  through  it 
immediately.  You  would  literally  strike  it  out. 
Yet,  what  use  do  we  make  of  this  phrase  every 
day  in  our  legislative  proceedings }  If  I  make 
a  motion  to  strike  out  a  section  from  a  biU,  and 
it  prevails,  the  Secretary  encloses  the  printed 
copy  of  it  in  black  lines,  and  makes  a  note  on 
the  margin  that  it  has  been  stricken  out.  The 
original  he  never  touches.  Why,  then,  should 
not  the  word  "  expunge,"  without  obliterating 
the  proceeding  to  which  it  is  directed,  signify 
to  destroy,  as  if  it  never  hod  existed  ? 

After  all  that  has  been  said,  I  think  I  need 
scarcely  again  recur  to  the  Pennsylvania  pre- 
cedent. It  is  evident,  from  the  whole  of  that 
proceeding,  that  an  octnal  expunging  of  the  Jour- 
nal was  intended,  if  it  had  not  ^ready  been 
executed.  I  have  no  recollection  whatever  of 
the  circumstances,  bnt  I  am  under  a  perfect 
conviction,  from  the  face  of  the  joumu,  that 
such  was  the  nature  of  the  case.  I  should  vote 
now  as  I  did  then,  after  a  period  of  more  than 
twenty  years.  Both  my  vote,  and  the  motion 
which  I  subsequently  made  upon  that  occasion, 
evidently  proceeded  upon  this  principle.    The 

?|nestion  arose  in  this  manner,  as  it  appears 
rom  the  journal :  On  the  10th  of  Febnuuy, 
1816,  "The  Speaker  informed  the  House' that 
a  constitutional  question  being  involved  in  a 
decision  by  him  yesterday,  on  a  motion  to  ex- 
pnnge certain  proceedings  from  the  journal,  he 
was  desirons  of  having  the  opinion  of  the  House 
on  that  decision,"  viz :  "  that  a  majority  can 
expunge  from  the  journal  proceedings  in  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  have  not  been  called."  Now, 
as  no  trace  whatever  appears  upon  the  journal 
of  the  preceding  day  otthe  motion  to  which  the 
Speaker  refers,  it  is  highly  probable,  nay,  it  is 
almost  certain,  that  the  proceedings  had  been 
actually  expunged  before  he  asked  the  advice 
of  the  Honse. 

No  man  feels  with  more  senribility  the  neces- 
sity which  compels  him  to  perform  an  unkind 
act  towards  his  brother  Senators  than  myself; 
but  we  have  now  arrived  at  that  point  when 
imperious  duty  demands  that  we  should  eiti^er 
adopt  this  expunging  resolution  or  abandon  it 
forever.  Alreiody  mnch  precious  time  has  been 
employed  in  its  discussion.  The  moment  has 
arrived  when  we  must  act  Senators  in  the 
opposition  console  themselves  with  the  belief 
that  posterity  wiU  do  them  justice,  should  it  be 
denied  to  them  by  the  present  generation. 
They  place  their  own  names  in  the  one  scale, 
and  ours  in  the  other,  and  flatter  themselves, 
with  the  hope  that,  before  tiiat  tribunid,  at 
least,  their  weight  will  preponderate.  For  my 
own  part,  I  am  willing  to  abide  the  issue.  I 
am  willing  to  be  judged  for  the  vote  which  I 
shall  give  to-day,  not  only  by  the  present,  but 
by  future  generations,  shcmld  my  obscure  name 
ever  be  mentioned  in  after  times.  After  thO' 
passions  and  prejudices  of  the  present  moment 
shall  have  subsided,  and  the  impartial  historian 
shall  record  the  proceeding  of  this  day,  he  will 
say  that  the  distinguished  mea  who  ptueed  tli«; 
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resolntion  condemning  the  President  were 
ni^d  on  to  the  act  by  a  desire  to  occnpy  tlie 
high  places  in  the  Government ;'  that  an  ambi- 
tion, noble  in  itself,  bnt  not  wisely  regulated,  had 
obscured  their  judgment,  and  impelled  them  to 
the  adoption  of  a  measure  unjust,  illegal,  and 
QDconstitntional ;  that,  in  order  to  vindicate 
both  the  constitution  and  the  President,  we 
were  Justified  in  passing  this  expunging  resolu- 
tion, and  thus  stamping  the  former  proceeding 
with  our  strongest  disapprobation. 

I  rejoice  in  the  belief  that  this  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  last  highly  exciting  questions  of  the 

S resent  day.  Dnrine  the  period  of  General 
ackson's  civil  administration,  what  has  he  not 
done  for  the  American  people?  During  this 
period,  he  has  had  more  difficult  and  dangerous 
questions  to  settle,  both  at  home  and  abroad — 
questions  which  aroused  more  intensely  the 
passions  of  men — ^than  any  of  his  predecessors. 
They  are  now  all  happily  ended,  except  the  one 
which  we  shall  this  day  bring  to  a  close — 

**  And  all  the  doada  that  lowered  npon  onr  hoasc, 
In  tha  deep  b«aom  of  the  ooeu  buried." 

The  coumtry  now  enjoys  abundant  prosperity 
at  home,  whilst  it  is  respected  and  admired  by 
foreign  nations.  Although  the  waves  may  yet 
be  in  some  agitation  from  the  effect  of  the 
Btorras  through  which  we  have  passed,  yet  I 
think  I  can  perceive  the  rainbow  of  peace  ex- 
tending itself  across  the  firmament  of  heaven. 

Should  the  next  administration  pursue  the 
same  course  of  policy  with  the  present ;  should 
It  dispense  equal  justice  to  all  portions  and  to 
all  interests  of  the  Union,  without  sacrificing 
any ;  should  it  be  condncted  with  prudence  and 
with  firmness,  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  this 
will  be  the  case,  we  shall  hereafter  enjoy  com- 
parative peace  and  quiet  in  our  day.  This  will 
be  the  precious  fruit  of  the  energy,  the  toils, 
and  the  wisdom  of  the  pilot  who  has  condncted 
US  in  safety  through  the  storms  of  his  tem- 
pestuous administration. 

I  am  now  prepared  for  the  question.  I  shall 
vote  for  this  resolution,  but  not  cheerfully.  I 
regret  the  necessity  which  exists  for  passing 
it ;  but  I  believe  that  imperious  duty  demands 
its  adoption.  If  I  know  my  own  heart,  I  can 
truly  say  that  I  am  not  actuated  by  any  desire 
to  obtain  a  miserable,  petty,  personal  triumph, 
■either  for  myself  or  for  tiie  President  of  the 
United  States,  over  my  associates  npon  this 
floor. 

I  am  now  ready  to  record  my  vote,  and  thus, 
in  the  opprobrious  language  of  Senators  in  the 
opposition,  to  become  one  of  the  execationers 
01  the  condemnatory  resolntion. 

When  Mr.  Bdohasan  had  taken  his  seat, 

Mr.  Batabd  rose  and  said  that,  notwithstand- 
ing he  had  not  before  had  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  opinion  on  the  subject  now 
under  discussion,  yet  he  should  have  been  un- 
willing at  this  late  hour  to  have  trespassed  on 
the  time  and  attention  of  the  Senate,  had  he 
not  felt  it  to  be  a  dnty  which  he  owed  to 
Jiimaelf  and  to  his  immediate  constituents  to 


contend  and  protest  ag^nst  a  measure  which 
he  believed  to  be  a  violation  of  the  oonstitati(«. 
I  say,  sir,  constituents,  for,  in  my  theory  of  this 
Gk>vemment,  we  are  all  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  thongh  chosen  uter  a  different 
manner.  Every  infraction  of  the  constitntion, 
however  unimportant  it  may  appear  in  its  im- 
mediate consequences,  tends  to  diminish  the 
general  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  general  attachment  to  it; 
and  as  the  people  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent  are  devotedly  attached  to 
that  instrument,  and  feel  that  their  political 
existence  is  incorporated  with  it,  that  in  it  thej 
live,  and  move,  and  have  their  being  as  a  po- 
litical community,  I  say,  sir,  it  is  a  duty  which 
I  owe  to  them  to  contend  to  the  uttermost  of 
my  ability  against  whatever  thus  incidentslly 
affects  them.  It  is  a  duty,  too,  which  I  owe  to 
myself,  as  I  have  a  personal  interest  in  whst- 
ever  affects  the  character  and  honor  of  thi« 
body,  of  which  I  am  a  humble  member. 

What  is  it,  sir,  we  are  called  upon  to  do!  A 
man  may  do  wrong  unwittingly,  and  we  nrast 
take  care  to  have  a  clear  and  precise  idea  of 
the  act  to  be  done.  In  words,  sir,  we  are  c«U- 
ed  npon  to  expunge  from  the  journal  a  oertnn 
resolution,  bnt  in  fact  and  in  truth,  to  falsify  s 
record.  The  same  mind  which  mi^ht  contem- 
plate the  one  proposition  with  mdifferenco, 
would  regard  the  other  with  horror.  To  a 
mind  reckless  of  consequences,  which  has  no 
future,  which  looks  only  to  the  present,  and 
views  every  act  as  on  insulated  event,  having 
no  relation  to  what  has  preceded,  and  no  infln- 
enoe  on  what  is  to  follow,  to  expunge  from  a 
journal  may  seem  a  very  harmless  act.  But, 
sir,  even  such  a  mind  might  be  brought  to 
revolt  with  disgust  from  the  same  measure, 
when  it  imported  the  suppression  of  tlie  troth, 
or  the  assertion  of  a  fhJsehood.  The  approaches 
of  crime  are  stealthy  and  mysterious ;  the  as- 
sassin wears  his  ma^ ;  vice  pays  to  virtue  tiie 
homage  of  assuming  her  form ;  the  knave  puts 
on  the  do^  of  religion ;  the  demagogue  bo- 
comes  the  friend  of  the  people.  It  becomes, 
then,  my  purpose  to  show  that  to  expunge  from 
the  journal  is  to  falsify  a  record. 

Let  me  now  draw  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  terms  of  the  resolution.  It  professes  to 
set  forth  the  act  to  be  done,  and  the  reasons 
for  doing  it.  And  first,  sir,  as  to  the  act  itself. 
It  is  described  in  these  terms : 

"Ruolved,  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunged 
from  the  journal,  and  for  that  purpose  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  at  such  time  as  the  Scn^ 
may  appoint,  shall  bring  the  manuscript  journal  of 
the  session  of  1838-'4  into  the  Senate,  and  in  4e 
presence  of  the  Senate  draw  black  lines  around  the 
said  resolve,  and  write  across  the  face  thereof  in 
strong  letters,  the  following  words:  Expunged  g 

order  of  the  Senate,  this day  of ,  in  «>« 

year  of  our  Lord  1836." 

Nothing  can  bo  more  explicit  in  its  tenns. 
The  act  to  be  done  is  to  expunge.  The  lSi« 
meml)er  c«f  the  sentence  conveys  the  whole 
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idea;  and  if  the  raaolotioa  had  stopped  there, 
widi  die  simple  assertion  that  an  expnnotion 
thoold  take  plaoe,  there  cannot  be  a  doabt  that 
the  Seoretarjr  woold  hare  been  aothorized  to 
Uot  oat  or  erase  from  the  Joamal  the  objeetion- 
aUe  passage.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
(Kr.  Bdorakait)  has  gone  into  a  critical  ezami- 
oatian  of  the  meaning  of  the  term  expunge,  and 
has  given  vs  rarions  instances  of  its  use  in  a 
metaphorical  sense,  and  conclndes  that,  because 
the  word  may  be  osed  metaphorioaUy,  it  is  In 
this  instance  a  liarmlesB  metaphor.  Li  all  its 
loes,  whetho-  literal  or  metapboricaJ,  it  imports 
destrnction ;  and  the  beanty  and  force  or  the 
metaphor  in  every  instance  dq>end8  on  the  pre- 
cise meaning  of  its  literal  acceptation.  The 
°  term  eipunge  means  literally  to  wipe  cot,  which 
imports  destmction ;  or,  in  other  words,  it  im- 
ports that  something  which  has  an  eidstenoe 
dull  cease  to  exist.  Whether  the  term  is  at 
my  time  used  literally  or  metaphorically^  will 
depaid  on  tjie  subject  matter  to  which  it  is  ap- 
pGed.  Thns,  in  some  of  the  instances  given  by 
die  Senator  {rom  Pennsylvania,  as  in  the  one 
"toexpnnge  OTir  sins,"  no  doubt  the  word  is 
ned  metaphorically ;  bat  does  not  the  whole 
ftrce  and  valae  of  the  expression  depend  on  its 
literal  meaning,  and  import  that  those  sins  shall 
cease  to  have  a  moral  existence  as  reasons  for 
the  Divine  vengeance  ?  And  when  used  as  ap- 
pUeable  to  a  section  of  a  bill,  which  is  another 
instance  given  by  the  Senator,  does  it  not  mean 
that  saeh  section  shall  cease  to  have  existence ! 
The  Senator  asks  whether,  if  a  resolotion  pass- 
ed that  a  section  of  a  bill  should  be  expnnged, 
the  Secretary  would  proceed  to  obliterate  it  ? 
I  answer,  that  fit>m  the  method  of  our  proceed- 
ings it  is  not  necessary  for  him  to  erase  every 
Tord,  because  the  purpose  is  effectually  an- 
nrered  by  dravring  his  black  lines  across  it,  or 
Boply  writing  upon  its  face  the  word  "ex- 
pm^ed,"  for  in  effect  it  becomes  so,  by  ceasing 
to  ^e  any  legal  existence ;  and  if  snoh  bill 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  titird  read- 
ing, the  section  thus  expunged  would  be  omit- 
ted hi  the  engrossment,  as  if  it  had  never  exist- 
ed. Bat  the  onthority  conferred  upon  him  by 
sadi  a  resolotion  is  literally  to  erase  every 
void  of  the  section.  Sucb,  also,  is  the  case 
when  the  word  is  used  in  relation  to  a  part  of 
the  ionmal,  and  becomes  his  duty  to  blot  out 
or  obliterate  fSrom  its  face  the  passage  ordered 
t*  be  expnnged.  But  it  is  said  that  the  present 
itsolntion  does  not  contemplate  an  actual  ex- 
pusetion  or  obliteration  of  the  passage,  but 
merely  a  Qrpioal  one.  And  Senators  seek  to 
reconcile  themselves  to  this  measure  by  snch  a 
play  upon  words.  A  typical  expunction  I  To 
get  rid  of  the  sophistry  at  once,  let  me  ask 
whether  a  Joamal  is  not  the  evidence  of  a  fact, 
*^  for  instance,  the  passage  of  a  particular  res- 
onilion,  and  whether  to  expnnge  from  the  jour- 
nal that  resolution  is  not  to  destroy  the  evidence 
of  the  fact  that  such  a  resolution  had  been 
■Copied  t  I^  then,  you  have  the  right  to  ex- 
p«^e,  and  do  artnally  dedare  that  a  passage 


shall  be  expunged,  does  it  not  for  all  legal  pur- 
poses suppress  the  evidence  of  the  fiact,  no  maiU 
ter  what  the  manner  of  expnnction  may  be, 
whether  by  erasing,  by  blotting  out,  or  by 
writing  the  word  "  expunged  "  over  its  face  ?• 
Oonld  the  Secretary  certify,  after  the  adoption 
of  the  expunging  resolution,  that  such  a  passage 
existed  on  the  Joamal  t  If  he  were  called  upon 
to  publish  a  new  edition  of  the  Joamal,  woold 
he  nave  a  right  to  insert  the  passage  expunged? 
It  is  in  vain  that  the  assertion  is  made  that  the 
printed  volumes  would  be  evidence  of  the  fact. 
The  printed  volumes  are  only  prima  faeie  evi- 
dence, and  admitted  fbr  convenience,  but  could 
never  stand  against  a  sworn  copy  of  the  JouraaL 
There  is,  then,  for  all  the  purposes  for  whiok 
a  jonmal  is  kept,  namely,  as  evidence  of  a  par- 
ticular transaction,  no  difference  between  an 
actual  and  a  typical  expnnction.  That  in  the 
present  instance  no  grave  and  immediate  conse- 
quences affecting  individual  rights  is  to  follow, 
does  not  alter  the  case.  The  principle  asserted 
in  the  resolution  is,  that  the  right  to  expunge 
exists,  the  mode  of  doing  it  is  of  no  oonseqnenee ; 
and  I  will  show  presently  that  the  exercise  of 
snch  a  power  is  not  only  unconstitutional,  bat 
may  be  attended  with  the  most  important  and 
direct  inflaence  on  the  personal  rights  of  indi- 
vidnals.  The  natural  import  and  the  necessary 
legal  effect  of  the  phrase  "  expunge  from  the 
journal,"  is  to  destroy  the  evidence  of  the  fact 
expunged,  whether  it  be  used  literally  or  met- 
aphorically. 

Having  thus  ascertained  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "  expunge  "  and  the  effect  of  any  mode 
of  expnnction,  the  question  arises  whether  the 
Senatepossesses  any  snoh  power  over  its  iour» 
nal.  Has  it  the  right  to  destroy  the  evidenoe 
of  an^  particular  transaction,  for  the  journal  is 
not  only  the  highest  evidence,  but  the  only 
evidence,  of  the  fact  ?  A  Jonmal  is  a  daily 
record,  as  contradistinguished  from  a  temporarr 
memorandnm.  Bat  it  is  contended  that,  though 
a  record,  it  is  not  a  permanent  one,  being  of 
value  only  until  it  is  published ;  after  which, 
it  becomes  mere  waste  paper.  Is  this  propo- 
sition true  ?  For  if  it  be,  then,  so  far  as  tnia 
particular  case  is  concerned,  there  is  an  end  of 
the  question.  The  language  of  the  constitution 
is,  "  that  each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  ita 
proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  publish  the 
same."  Resort  has  been  had  to  the  meaning 
of  the  word  "  keep,"  as  importing  preservation, 
to  show  that  the  constitution  contemplated  a 
pwroanent,  and  not  a  temporary,  record.  But 
I  admit  that  the  word  "  keep  "  does  not  neoee- 
sarily  imply  permanent  preservation ;  it  may 
mean  preservation  for  a  temporary  purpose. 
The  word  "  keep,"  like  every  other  wonl  in  the 
language,  mnst  depend  for  ita  meaning  on  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  used,  on  the  subject 
matter  to  which  it  is  applied.  Words  are  but 
signs  of  ideas ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  imperfections 
of  language,  that  it  often  expresses  too  much  or 
too  little,  while  felicity  in  it^  use  oonsista  in  the 
dioio*  0^  tliose  tenns  which  eamtey  either  the 
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simple  or  complex  idea  with  precision.  A 
word,  too,  may  stand  for  a  whole  sentence,  for 
a  class  of  idea-s,  as  in  the  familiar  use  of  this 
very  one.  Thus,  to  keep  a  horse  may  not 
'  merely  mean  that  he  is  fed,  and  curried,  and 
stabled,  but  that  he  is  rode ;  as,  where  the  oon- 
versation  being  about  the  personal  habit  of  any 
one  in  relation  to  exercise,  it  should  be  remark- 
ed of  bira  he  keeps  a  horse,  the  term  imports 
both  preservation  and  use.  So  in  the  phrase 
"  keep  a  cow,"  the  use  for  which  she  is  kept 
is  implied,  as  if  a  housekeeper  were  asked  "  I>o 

fon  buy  yonr  mUk  ?  "  and  should  reply,  "  No, 
keep  a  cow,"  it  imports  not  only  that  she  is 
fed  and  taken  core  of,  but  that  she  is  milked, 
and  her  milk  consumed  by  the  family.  So, 
"keep  a  carriage  "  does  not  merely  mean  that 
a  carriage  is  locked  up  in  the  house,  but  that  it 
is  used.  "  Keep  house  "  imports  the  burden 
of  household  duties ;  as  "  keep  tavern  "  im- 
ports the  duty  of  receiving  and  attending  to 
gaests.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the 
phrase  "  keep  a  journal "  means  to  make  and 
preserve  one.  But  still  the  question  arises  as 
to  the  l^igth  of  that  preservation ;  and  it  is 
contended  that  the  subsequent  injunction  to 
publish  indicates  at  once  the  purpose  and  length 
of  preservation  la  this  trae  ?  The  words  are, 
"keep  and  publish,"  not  "keep  in  order  to 
publish."  But,  waiving  all  verbal  criticism,  let 
me  remark  that  a  constitution  is  merely  a  col- 
lection of  principles ;  and  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  force  and  meaning  of  any  term,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  attend  to  the  object  of  the  provision, 
end  the  principle  connected  with  it.  What, 
then,  sir,  are  the  purposes  for  wliich  a  journal  is 
to  be  kept?  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  them  all, 
but  some  of  them,  as  drawn  from  the  constitji- 
tion  itself ;  and  it  will  then  be  seen  whether 
sach  purposes  ore  of  a  temporary  or  of  a  per- 
manent onaracter,  and,  by  consequence,  whether 
the  journal  is  intended  to  be  a  permanent  or 
temporary  record.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  in- 
tended to  record  the  day  on  which  a  bill  has 
been  presented  to  the  President  for  his  appro- 
bation, and  the  day  on  which  Congress  a4joum- 
ed;  for  on  these  two  facts  may  depend  the 
validity  of  a  law.  Thus,  in  the  seventh  section 
of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  it  is  pro- 
vided: 

"Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  and  the  Senate  shall,  before  it 
becomes  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States ;  if  be  approve,  he  shall  sign  it ;  but  if 
not,  he  shall  return  it,  with  bis  objections,  to  the 
Bouse  in  which  it  originated,  &c.  If  any  bill  shall 
not  be  returned  by  &e  President  within  ten  days 
(Sunday  excepted)  after  it  stiall  Iiave  been  presented 
to  him,  the  same  shall  become  a  law,  in  like  manner 
as  if  he  liad  dgned  it,  unless  the  (ingress,  by  their 
adjournment,  prevent  its  return ;  in  wliich  case,  it 
stiall  not  be  a  law." 

Here  is  one  permaneiit  purpose,  as  enduring 
•8  the  law  itwlC 

In  the  second  place,  it  is  intended  to  record 
the  fikot  of  membership  in  this  body,  the  Senate 


being  the  judge,  and  settling  the  question  of 
membership  in  cases  of  contested  election,  by 
the  express  provision  of  the  fifth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  constitution.  And  this  was 
done  in  the  case  of  the  venerable  and  distjn- 
gnished  Senator  from  Bhqde  Island,  (Mr.  Rob- 
BiNs.)  Has  not  he,  and  has  not  his  State,  a 
permanent  interest  in  that  decision,  and  in  the 
evidence  by  which  it  is  established!  And  is 
not  the  journal  the  highest  and  the  only  evi- 
dence of  that  fact?  Suppose,  sir,  it  shoold 
become  expedient  at  any  time  to  expunge  sach 
a  decision,  what  would  become  of  the  rights 
of  the  Senator  &om  Rhode  Island,  if  a  compet- 
itor were  to  present  himself  here  for  his  seat,' 
with  fresh  credentials  from  his  State. 

In  the  third  place,  it  is  intended  to  record 
the  presence  of  a  quorum  at  the  opening  of 
each  session  of  Congress,  as  well  as  to  ascertain 
the  fact  that  Congress  did  assemble  on  the  con- 
stitutional day  for  its  meeting.  The  jonmal 
always  opens  with  a  statement  of  the  names  of 
those  who  assembled,  when  it  is  once  ascerfaun- 
ed  that  a  qnomm  is  present ;  it  is  afterwards 
taken  for  granted  that  they  perform  their  duty, 
and  are  uways  present,  tmless  the  contrary  is 
made  to  appear.  But  if  it  so  happened  that  no 
quorum  was  present,  or  tliat  Congress  had  as- 
sembled before  it  had  a  legal  right  to  do  so,  tbe 
laws  passed  under  such  circumstances  woold  be 
merely  void.  This,  certainly,  is  a  matter  of 
permanent  importance. 

In  the  fourth  place,  it  is  intended  to  record 
the  action  of  this  body  on  the  conduct  of  its 
members,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  punishment 
of  any  of  them  for  disorderly  behavior.^  Sop- 
pose  the  case  of  the  expulsion  of  a  member : 
will  not  the  right  of  the  State  fixHn  which  be 
comes  to  send  a  successor  depend  on  the  fact  of 
expulsion  ?  And  could  you,  by  expunging  tbe 
resolution  of  expulsion,  restore  him  to  his  seat? 
And  yet,  if  you  destroy  the  evidence  of  the 
expulsion,  is  there  any  thing  to  invalidate  his 
rights  as  established  by  his  credentials  when 
he  first  took  his  seat  ?  Suppose  he  was  elected 
for  six  years,  and  you  expel  him  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  second,  and  liien  expimge  the  reso- 
lution of  expnlsion,  how  would  it  he  possible 
to  contest  his  right  to  a  seat  for  the  remaining 
four  years  ? 

In  the  fifth  place,  it  is  intended  to  ascertoin 
the  fact  of  yonr  organization  as  a  court  of  im- 
peachment, and  the  judgment  passed  on  tls 
offender.  That  judgment  may  extend  to  a  re- 
moval from  office,  and  a  disqualification  to  hold 
and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit, 
which  in  its  nature  is  perpetual,  and  is  excepted 
out  of  the  pardoning  power  which  is  given  to 
the  President  in  all  other  cases. 

In  the  sixth  and  last  place  which  I  mean  to 
advert  to,  it  is  intended  to  record  the  votes  of 
members  on  matters  of  moment,  that  they  may 
be  held  to  their  responMbility  for  pernidoos 
measures.  And  henoe  it  is  expreedy  provided, 
in  the  fifth  section  of  the  first  article,  "that  the 
yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either  Hcnae 
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OQ  aziT  question  shall,  at  the  desire  o!  one-fifth 
of  those  present,  be  ratered  on  the  Jonrnal." 
Has  not  every  mdividaal  a  personal  and  perma- 
nent interest  in  the  record,  fur  good  or  for  evil  ? 
This  last  pnipose  has  reference  to  the  great 
principle  on  irhich  republican  goTemment  is 
foonded — ^the  responsibility  of  the  representa- 
tive to  bia  constitaenta.  iVom  a  consideration, 
liteo,  of  the  purposes  for  which  a  Jonrnal  is- to 
be  kept,  it  is  apparent  that  it  is  intended  to  be 
a  pennanoit,  and  not  a  temporary,  record. 
None  at  those  porposes  wonld  be  effectually 
answered  by  the  mere  publication  of  the  jour- 
naL  They  are  matters  of  fact,  of  which  the 
journal,  I  mean  the  manuscript  journal,  is  the 
highest  evidence,  and  the  only  evidence  where 
recourse  is  had  to  it,  for  any  legal  purpose.  To 
expunge  tiaa  record  is  to  destroy  the  evidence 
of  a  fact ;  to  &lsify  history,  and  verify  the  re- 
mark of  the  satiriMl  Frenchman,  that  history 
it  nothing  but  conventional  fables.  Let  me 
add,  in  r^dion  to  this  matter,  that  the  tupm^t- 
M0  veri  Offers  nothing  in  point  of  morality  from 
the  aUegatiofalti,  and  that  it  would  be  as  hard 
to  mwnt^Hn  that  you  have  a  right  to  suppress 
the  evidence  of  a  fact  which  husd  occurred  in 
your  proceedings,  as^to  muntain  that  you  have 
the  right  to  assert  a  £Mst  upon  your  Joomal 
wUoh  never  had  any  existence.  But  it  has 
been  contended  by  some,  that,  because  we  have 
the  custody  of  the  journal,  we  have  the  right 
to  do  wiUi  it  what  we  please.  And  does  cus- 
tody import  the  right  of  destruction  ?  WiU  it 
be  contended  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  who 
has  the  custody  of  your  laws  and  treaties,  and 
even  of  the  constitution  itself  has,  from  that 
drcmnstance,  the  right  to  blot  out  sections  from 
your  laws,  articles  from  your  treaties,  and  para- 
grqte  from  yonr  constitution ;  that  he  has  the 
right  to  mutilate  and  destroy  the  records  of  the 
niiion  t  In  considering  his  right  of  ezpunction, 
the  question  is  not  whether  the  substance  of 
the  resolution  proposed  to  be  expunged  is  true, 
but  whetlier  such  a  resolution  was  adopted ; 
that  is  Uie  point  of  history.  The  existence  on 
the  journal  of  the  resolution  is  no  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  its  all^ation,  but  simply  of  its 
adoption;  and  the  future  historian,  looking 
to  vao  whole  transactions  of  the  time,  would 
dedde  npon  the  truth  or  error  of  its  allegation, 
without  giving  to  it  any  greater  weight  than  is 
dae  to  the  mere  expression  of  an  opinioa 
Every  Senator  who  voted  for  the  original  reso- 
lation  has  a  personal  interest  in  the  record. 

If  it  is  true  that  to  pass  such  a  resolution 
was  illegal  and  unconstitutional,  and  a  flagrant 
wrong  done  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  then  his  friends  should  not  desire  to 
have  it  expunged,  bat,  on  the  contrary,  to  pre- 
serve it  as  a  monument  of  reproach  to  those 
who  participated  in  the  measure.  In  this  view 
of  the  sntnect,  it  should  be  preserved  as  a  mat- 
ter of  sctiafSujtion  on  the  part  of  his  friends, 
and  of  di^race  and  shame  on  the  port  of  his 
adversaries.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
v^  exicted  to  pass  the  resolution,  and  its  al- 1 


legation  was  true  in  point  of  fact,  those  who 
sustained  it  by  their  vote  have  an  interest  in 
the  evidence  of  their  opinion,  while  those  who 
thought  otherwise  have  the  benefit  and  satis- 
faction  of  being  able  to  establish  their  dissent. 
In  neither  view  of  the  case  have  the  friends  of 
the  President  any  fair  reason  to  desire  that  the 
evidence  of  the  proceeding  should  be  destroyed. 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Bintor)  may 
glory  in  the  vote  he  gave  on  the  occaaon ;  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat)  may  do  tiie 
same;  neither  has  the  right  to  deprive  the 
other  of  the  evidence  of  his  course  in  relation 
to  it.  Those  who  voted  for  the  resolution 
alone  hazard  any  thing  in  preservins  that  evi- 
dence. If  they  werd  wrong,  then  it  is  for  their 
shame ;  if  they  were  right,  it  is  the  mere  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  from  which  others  might 
rightfully  and  sincerely  differ.  If  the  allega- 
tions of  the  friends  of  the  President  are  true, 
that  the  adoption  of  that  resolution  was  a  breach 
of  the  constitution,  and  a  most  flagrant  wrong 
to  him,  would  it  not  be  more  natural  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  should  come 
here  to  ask  us  to  expunge  it,  that  he  might  con- 
ceal his  participation  in  the  matter  ?  Is  it  not 
extraordinary  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
who  takes  great  credit  to  himself  for  resisting 
the  measure,  should  seek  not  only  to  oonoeu 
his  own  glory  in  opposing  it,  bnt  tiie  shame  of 
his  adversaries  in  supporting  itt    What  is  the 

Inirpoee  to  be  answered  by  expnnging  the  reso- 
otionl  The  fact  that  such  a  resolution  was 
adopted  cannot  now  be  concealed  from  the  eye 
of  history.  The  journal  is  only  evidence  of 
that  fact,  and  not  of  the  truth  of  the  allegation 
contained  in  it.  What  valuable  end,  then,  is 
to  be  accomplished  by  the  expnnction?  I  fear, 
sir,  that  the  fhtnre  historian,  looking  over  the 
whole  ground  of  the  controversy,  will  say,  from 
the  nature  of  the  act,  that  it  was  a  sacrifice,  a 
peace-offering  at  the  altar  of  executive  power. 
In  this  view,  we  have  all  an  interest  in  tne  rec- 
ord of  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  for  good  or 
for  evil  report. 

But,  sir,  I  come  now  to  oonrider  the  reasons 
which  ore  offered  for  the  adoption  of  this  ex- 
punging resolution.  They  are  set  forth  in  the 
preamble,  and  I  presume  they  are  the  best  that 
can  be  offered.  They  have  been  well  weighed 
and  consUered,  and  n(T  donbt  the  ability  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  has  been  taxed  to  the 
uttermost  to  present  the  case  in  the  strongest 
possible  point  of  view.  His  reasons  are  eight 
in  number,  and  the  first  of  them  is  in  these 
wwrds: 

"And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  Irr^ulariy, 
illegally,  and  unconstitutionally  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate, in  violation  of  the  rights  of  defence  which  l>elong 
to  every  citizen,  and  in  subversion  of  the  fundamentu 
principles  of  law  and  Justice:  l>eoause  President 
Jackson  was  thereby  a^udged  and  pronounced  to  be 
guilty  of  an  impeaduble  ofifenoe,  and  a  stigma  placed 
upon  him  as  a  violator  of  his  oath  of  office  and  of  the 
laws  and  constituUon,  which  be  was  sworn  to  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend,  without  going  through  the  foimt 
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of  an  impeadiment,  and  without  allowing  to  him  the 
benefits  of  a  trial  or  the  means  of  defence." 

Is  thU  trae  in  point  of  fact  ?  The  proceed- 
ing of  which  this  reason  professes  to  be  descrip- 
tive was  this:  On  the  28th  day  of  March, 
1884,  tJie  Senate,  in  its  nsnal  course  of  busi- 
ness, adopted  the  following  resolution : 

"  Sttolted,  That  the  Preadent,  in  the  late  ezecu- 
tire  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  rcTenae,  has 
anomed  npon  himself  authority  and  power  not  con- 
iened  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation 
of  both." 

Is  this  first  reason,  then,  a  tme  description 
of  the  subject  to  which  it  refers  f  If  the  Sen- 
ate had  organized  itself  into  a  court  of  impeach- 
ment, called  in  the  Chief  Justice  to  preside,  as 
required  by  the  constitution,  and  then  proceed- 
ed to  try  the  President  without  hearing  him, 
and  to  pronounce  judgment  npon  him  of  re- 
moval from  office,  more  could  not  have  been 
said ;  no  stronger  language  would  be  required 
to  describe  so  wanton  a  violation  of  constitu- 
tional law.  Is  there  no  difference  between  the 
cases  ?  Can  a  stronger  case  of  the  perversion 
and  abuse  of  language  be  put  than  this,  which 
would  represent  a  simple  resolution  of  a  delib- 
erative assembly,  expressing  merely  an  opinion, 
which  has  no  legal  effect  whatever  on  the  rights 
of  the  individual,  as  the  judgment  of  a  court 
which  acts  directly  and  immemately  upon  those 
rights  I  The  proceeding  referred  to  has  neither 
the  form  nor  substance  of  a  judgment.  Nor  is 
the  slightest  guilt  imputed  in  the  opinion  as 
expressed  by  the  resolution.  It  states  a  fact, 
"  that  the  lYesident  has  assumed  upon  himself 
authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  con- 
stitution ; "  but  is  silent  as  to  the  motives  and 
intention  with  which  that  fact  was  accompa- 
nied, the  corrupt  and  wilM  character  of  which 
alone  conld  give  to  the  proceeding  the  attribute 
of  gnilt.  But  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the 
Senate  had,  losing  sight  of  the  principles  of 
law  and  justice,  formed  itself  into  a  court  of 
impeachment,  and  proceeded,  without  a  hearing, 
to  pass  judgment  on  the  individual :  would  that 
be  a  reason  for  expunging  the  record,  for  sup- 
pressing the  evidence  of  so  monstrous  a  pro- 
ceeding! On  the  contrary,  sir,  it  should  stand 
as  a  monument  of  disgrace  and  dishonor  to  the 
men  who  partioipatea  In  it  Its  legal  effect 
would  be  nothing;  its  moral  influence  would 
recoil  on  their  own  heads,  and  they  should  be 
held  to  that  responsibility  to  public  opinion,  to 
secure  which  it  was  provided  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  should  be  entered  on  the  journal.  In  this 
view  of  the  subject,  the  hoUowness  and  f^lacy 
of  the  reason  assigned  is  manifested  by  the  fact 
that  those  who  seek  to  suppress  the  evidence 
are  not  those  who  advocated,  but  those  who 
opposed  the  resolution.  But,  sir,  it  is  the  fate 
of  a  false  position  to  imbody  the  principles  of 
its  own  destruction.  If  this  reason  be  a  tme 
description  of  the  resolution  of  28th  March, 
1884,  and  Buffloient  for  its  ezpunction,  is  it  not 
peroeired  that  tUs  veiy  expunging  reaolntioa  j 


and  its  preamble  is  open  to  the  same  oljeotioB, 
as  pronouncing  judgment  on  those  Senaton 
who  supported  the  former,  as  guilty  of  an  bn- 
peachable  offence,  and  violators  of  th^  otths 
of  office,  without  the  benefit  of  a  trial?  It 
should,  then,  in  its  turn,  be  expunged ;  and  if 
I  were  called  upon  to  draw  up  a  preamble  npoa 
the  strength  of  this  precedent,  I  should  use  the 
same  language,  as  b^ng  as  fiiir  and  legitimate 
a  description  of  the  present  resolution  and  its 
preamble  as  this  reason  is  descriptive  of  the 
resolution  of  March,  28, 1884.  It  is  absolutely 
suicidal. 

The  second  reason  is  as  follows : 

"  And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  In  all  its  ahqwi 
and  forms,  was  unfounded  and  erroneons  in  point  of 
tact,  and,  therefore,  unjust  and  unrigfateoos,  ai  well 
as  irregular  and  unconstitutional ;  becaose  die  nid 
I^«sident  Jackson,  neither  in  the  act  of  dimiiwng 
Mr.  Duane,  nor  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Taney,  as 
spedfied  in  the  first  form  of  the  resolve ;  nor  in 
taking  upon  himself  the  removing  of  the  deposits,  i> 
specified  in  the  second  form  of  the  same  reeolre: 
nor  m  any  act  which  was  then  or  can  now  be  spedScd 
under  the  vague  and  ambiguous  term  of  the  general 
denunciation  contained  in  the  third  and  last  form  of 
the  resolve,  did  do  or  commit  any  act  in  violatioD  or 
in  derogation  of  the  laws'  and  constitatiOD,  or 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people." 

The  substance  of  this  reason  is,  that  the  res- 
olution was  erroneons  in  point  of  fact  Is  that 
a  reason  for  expunging  it  ?  It  might  form  a 
very  good  reason  for  a  counter-resolution.  The 
subject  is  one  on  which  a  difference  of  opinion 
might  fturly  exist,  and  that  difference  was  ex- 
pressed at  the  time,  both  in  debate  and  on  flie 
journal ;  but  surely  that  difference  of  opinion 
18  no  reason  for  destroying  the  evidence  that 
such  an  opinion  was  expre^ed. 

The  third  reason  is,  that 

"  The  said  resolve,  as  adopted,  is  nnoertahi  and 
ambiguous,  contuning  nothing  but  a  loose  and 
floating  cbaige  for  derraating  from  the  laws  and 
constitution,  and  assuming  ungranted  power  and 
authority  in  the  late  executive  proceedings  hi  rela- 
tion to  tiie  public  revenue,  without  speoii^riiig,"  Ik. 

This  reason  conflicts  with  both  the  others, 
implying  that,  if  the  resolve  were  detailed  and 
specmc,  it  ought  not  to  be  expunged.  If  all 
these  are  reasons  for  the  same  act,  they  should 
not  be  antagonist  to  each  other,  hut  should 
harmoniously  tend  to  the  same  conclusion. 
But  want  of  detail  can  bo  no  reason  for  sup- 
pressing the  evidence  that  such  a  resolution 
was  adopted. 

Tlie  fourth  reason  is  merely  aa  ampUfioation 
of  the  third. 

The  fifth  reason  is  as  follows: 

"  And  whereas  the  Senate  being  the  constitutional 
tribunal  for  the  trial  of  the  President,  when  charged 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  with  offences  against 
the  laws  and  constitution,  the  adoption  of  the  said  re- 
solve before  any  impeachment  preferred  by  the  Boose, 
was  a  breach  of  the  privil^e  of  the  Howe;  a 
violation  of  the  constitution;  a  snbvenioa  of 
justice;  a  prejudication  of  a  question  iHiichi 
legally  oome  before  the  Senate,  and  a  < 
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of  Uat  bodj  to  perform  ha  constitiitional  doty  with 
Umem  and  impartiality,  if  the  Preaident  iboald 
tteeaAer  be  r^nlarlj  impeached  by  the  Hooae  of 
KcfitcaeiitatiTea  for  the  lame  oflenoe." 

The  same  answer  may  b«  given  to  this  rea- 
son as  is  giren  to  the  fii^  that  it  is  not  a  fair 
and  true  deoeription  of  the  case.  It  treats  the 
resolution  of  1834  as  if  it  were  a  judgment  of 
tlie  Senate  in  its  jndicial  capacity  as  a  court  of 
impeachment,  when,  in  tmth,  it  is  nothing 
more  than  the  expression  of  an  opinion  in  its 
diaracter  of  a  deliberative  assembly.  It  is  no 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  Hoase  of  Bep- 
reaentstiTes,  since  it  neither  anticipates  nor 
predodes  an  impeachment.  It  is  no  prejadica- 
tion  of  any  question  which  might  come  before 
the  Senate  as  a  court  of  impeachment  since 
soch  question  mnst  be  one  of  guilt ;  and  noth- 
ing of  the  kind  is  imputed  in  the  resolution. 
Bat  again :  if  all  this  were  trae,  it  would  be 
no  reason  for  expunging,  or,  in  other  words, 
destroying  the  evidence  of  the  fact  that  such  a 
resolution  was  adopted. 

Bat,  ar,  we  come  now  to  the  sixth  reason, 
which  is  perhaps  the  true  motive,  though  not  a 
JDStifieation  for  this  extraordinary  proceeding, 
and  a  gleam  of  light  is  thrown  upon  the  sub- 
ject, which  gives  it  color  and  complexion.    The 
substance  of  this  reason  is,  that  the  President's 
protest  was  rejected,  and  not  permitted  to  be 
entered  upon  the  journal,  while  memorials  and 
petitions  agunst  him  were  duly  and  honorably 
received.    Here   is  another  instance  of  that 
conflict  with  other  reasons,  which  was  remark- 
ed Qpon  in  adverting  to  the  third.    It  implies 
that,  if  the  protest  had  l>een  received,  then  the 
resolve  should   not  be  expunged.    But  with 
that  confusion  of  ideas  which  seems  to  charac- 
terize the  whole  preamble,  it  places  the  protest 
of  the  IVesident  on  the  same  footing  with  pe- 
titions from  the  people.    The  President  de- 
manded that  bis  protest  should  be  spread  upon 
the  joomal,  which  he  had  no  right  to  do.    But, 
supposing  for  a  moment  that  he  had,  is  the  re- 
fiail  a  reason  for  expunging  the  resolution  to 
which  the  protest  has  reference.    The  people 
have  an  unaoubted  right  to  express  their  opm- 
ions  and  wishes,  in  the  form  of  petitions  and 
memorials ;  but  the  President,  as  such,  has  no 
right  to  notice  the  proceedings  of  any  other 
brtndi  of  the  Government  in  the  form  of  a 
potest    It  is  no  part  of  the  functions  or  privi- 
leges of  executive  power  to  review  and  rebuke 
the  proceedings  of  the  legislative  or  Jndicial 
branches    of   the    Government.     The   aspect 
which  the  whole  subject  assumes,  in  contem- 
platins  this  reason,  is  that  of  retaliation.    It 
looks  like  offering  an  indignity  to  this  body,  by 
way  of  compensating  the  slight  of  executive 
power. 

The  seventh  and  eight  reasons  may  be  classed 
tcwether,  and  resolve  themselves  into  the  gene- 
ru  allegation  that  the  said  resolve  was  inoppor- 
tune, of  evil  example,  and  dangerous  prece- 
dent; all  of  which,  being  a  mere  matter  of 
epndon,  aboat  which  a  uir  difference  might 


arise,  could  furnish  no  reason  for  expunging  the 
resolve,  however  it  might  be  urged  as  a  reason 
for  passing  a  counter-resolution.  We  have  tlins, 
«ir,_gone  through  them  all,  and  do  not  find  one 
which  justifies  the  conclusion  that  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  expunged.  And  if  they  do  not 
singly  support  that  conclusion,  they  cannot  do 
it  coUectively.  A  thousand  bad  reasons  have 
no  more  force  than  one.  We  may  say,  then, 
of  this  preamble,  what  was  said  of  Gratiano's 
reasoning:  "Gratiano  speaks  an  infinite  deal 
of  nothing ;  more  than  any  man  in  all  Venice; 
his  reasons  are  as  two  grains  of  wheat  hid  in 
two  bushels  of  chaff;  you  shall  seek  til  day 
ere  you  find  them,  and  when  you  have  them, 
they  are  not  worth  the  search." 

But  it  is  said  the  Senate  had  no  right  to  pass 
snch  a  resolution ;  that  it  cannot  be  justified  as 
the  fair  exercise  of  any  one  of  its  powers. 
Still,  it  may  be  answered,  it  is  a  fact  that  such 
a  resolution  was  adopted,  and  tlie  objection 
involves  a  mere  difference  of  opinion,  which 
cannot  be  a  reason  for  destroying  the  evidence 
of  the  fact  But  as  to  the  right  itself,  I  think 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  existence,  when 
the  subject  is  ftilly  understood.  The  Senate^ 
under  the  constitution,  has  various  powers — 
leg^lative,  jndicial,  and  executive.  The  error 
lies  in  attempting  to  discover  and  explain  the 
right  to  pass  such  a  resolution  in  the  exercise 
of  any  of  these  powers. 

The  oWect  of  all  these  powers  is  the  modifi- 
cation of  some  social  or  political  right  But 
the  Senate  is  a  deliberative  body,  and,  as  such, 
must  have  opinions,  and  express  them.  It  is 
the  inherent  right  and  property  of  every  delib- 
erative assembly  to  have  and  express  opinions, 
which  only  can  be  done  by  resolution.  A  res-  ■ 
olution  of  thanks  cannot  be  traced  to  any  one 
of  these  powers ;  neither  can  a  resolution  of 
condolence ;  and  yet  no  one  ever  doubted  the 
right  to  pass  either  the  one  or  the  other.  If  it 
were  necessary  to  resort  to  the  constitution  for 
any  express  or  implied  authority,  it  might  be 
found  in  the  seventh  section  of  tie  fourth  ar- 
ticle, which,  in  its  last  paragraph,  supposes 
that  there  are  other  resolutions  than  legislative 
acts,  or  such  as  require  the  concurrence  of  both 
Houses.  But  the  very  institution  of  a  deliber- 
ative assembly,  in  the  nature  of  things,  sup- 
poses and  involves  the  existence  of  opinions 
and  the  right  of  expressing  them.  The  powers 
of  such  an  assembly,  or,  iu  other  words,  the 
control  which  it  may  exercise  over  the  social 
or  political  rights  of  others,  is  a  very  different 
matter,  and  depends  on  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  which  gives  it  existence.  Bat  is 
it  not  somewhat  remarkable  that  those  who 
make  the  objection,  do  not  perceive  that  ibis 
very  expunging  resolution  which  they  advocate, 
presupposes  the  right  ?  If  the  Senate  has  no 
right  to  pass  any  resolution  but  such  as  can  be 
traced  to  one  of  those  powers,  what  right  has 
it  to  pass  this  expunging  resolution  ?  Into  such 
absurdities,  sir,  will  men  fall  when  they  seek 
to  Bustiun,  by  reasoning,  a  false  positioa.    The 
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right,  theDj  to  pass  sacli  a  resolation  I  take  to 
be  nnqaestionable,  and  the  exercise  uf  it  may 
be,  at  times,  highly  expedient,  as  a  check  or 
caution  to  tue  'vrantonncss  or  heedlessness  of 
executive  power,  and  as  a  measure  short  of  im- 
peachment. But,  sir,  what  is  impeachment? 
A  farce,  a  nullity !  It  is,  like  the  case  of  the 
electoral  colleges,  an  abortion.  There  is  little 
danger  to  be  apprehended  but  from  a  popular 
President ;  and  the  very  fact  of  his  being  such, 
under  the  party  organization  of  this  country, 
supposes  the  fact  that  he  is  sustained  and  sup- 
ported by  a  minority  of  the  body  in  whom  the 
impeaching  power  resides.  I  might  here,  sir, 
conclude  what  I  wislied  to  say  in  relation  to 
the  matter  now  depending  before  the  Senate, 
having,  as  I  think,  established  two  propositions, 
which  cover  the  whole  ground :  first,  that  the 
Senate,  as  a  deliberative  assembly,  had  the 
right  to  pass  the  resolution  of  March  28,  1834 ; 
and,  secondly,  that,  whether  true  or  not  in 
point  of  fact,  ve  have  no  right  to  expunge  it, 
because  the  Journal  is,  by  &e  constitution,  a 
permanent  record.  I  will  further  incidentally 
remark  that,  if  the  right  of  expunction  exists, 
and  is  to  be  established  by  this  precedent,  then 
a  subsequent  Senate  may  expunge  this  expung- 
ing resolution;  and  so,  in  all  time  to  come, 
those  successive  espunctions  may  serve  to  indi- 
cate the  ti-iumph  or  defeat  of  the  respective 
political  parties  of  the  country.  But  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  sustain  this  measure 
by  a  resort  to  precedents.  Sir,  precedents  are 
of  no  authority  when  opposed  to  a  clear,  ascer- 
tained, settled  principle.  They  are  resorted  to. 
in  doubtful  cases,  and  often  to  avoid  the  force 
of  principle.  It  is  easier,  at  all  times,  to  follow 
precedents  than  to  reason.  But,  sir,  above  all 
things,  precedents  drawn  from  a  period  of.revo- 
lution,  such  as  that  referred  to  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ritbs,)  are  of  no  weight 
in  a  time  of  profound  tranquillity,  when  securi- 
ty and  leisure  give  opportunity  for  reflection. 
It  may  bo  very  expedient,  in  a  moment  of  un- 
settled government  and  of  violence,  to  suppress 
the  evidence  of  a  particular  proceeding ;  but 
one  could  scarcely  rely  upon  such  authority  for 
a  warrant  to  corrupt  a  constitutional  record  in 
moments  of  security  and  regular  government. 
And  yet  such  is  the  character  of  the  Senator's 
domestic  precedent.  As  to  his  English  prece- 
dents, they  are  of  no  value  on  a  question  like 
this,  whidi  does  not  depend  on  general  parlia- 
mentary practice,  but  on  the  express  provisions 
of  a  written  constitution,  which  has  directed 
the  keeping  of  a  journal,  and  contemplates  that 
journal  as  a  permanent  record. 
When  Mr.  IJatabd  had  concluded, 
Mr.  Hendbioes  rose  and  said  that,  at  this 
late  hour  of  the  day,  it  would  be  out  of  place 
to  attempt  on  argument  or  a  speech  to  the 
Senate ;  and  such  was  not  his  purpose,  in  the 
few  words  he  had  at  present  to  say.  It  had 
been  his  intention,  some  time  ago,  to  have 
troubled  the  Senate  with  his  views  somewhat 
at  large  on  the  subject ;  but  he  would  content 


himself  now  with  saying  a  very  few  words;  and 
this  was  jierhaps  necessary,  owing  to  the  pe- 
culiar position  he  occupied  in  re&tion  to  the 
proposition  before  the  Senate.  It  would  be 
recollected  that  he  had  voted  against  the  res- 
olution of  1834,  so  much  complained  of— the 
resolution  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  ex- 
punge from  the  journals  of  the  Senate.  He  did 
so  for  many  of  the  reasons  contdned  in  the 
preamble  to  the  resolution  now  on  our  tables. 
In  some  of  the  reasons,  however,  contained  in 
that  preamble,  he  did  not  concur,  and  of  course 
could  not  vote  for  it  For  some  of  the  reasons 
contained  in  It  he  could  most  cheerfully  vote. 
No  member  of  the  Senate  more  than  himself 
(said  Mr.  H.)  regretted  the  passage  of  that  res- 
olution. No  one  could  have  been  more  oppos- 
ed to  it.  He  viewed  it  as  an  apple  of  dLscord 
set  in  motion;  a  firebrand  tihrown  into  the 
community,  calculated  to  do  more  harm  than 
any  other  measure  proposed  at  that  eTentfhl 
session ;  and  he  now  believed  that  it  had  done 
more  harm  in  exciting  party  spirit  to  its  present 
dangerous  height  than  any  other  measure  which 
could  have  been  proposed.  The  danger  appre- 
hended to  the  constitution  by  this  act  of  ex- 
punging (said  Mr.  H.)  is  a  natural  consequence 
of  the  measure  of  1834;  as  much  so  as  that  one 
act  of  violence  should  succeed  another.  A 
party  in  power  to-day,  and  who  shall  use  that 
power  indiscreetly,  will  be  sure  to  meet  with 
retaliation,  as  soon  as  the  opposite  party  shall 
triumph.  Hence,  violent  measures  of  this  kind 
are  as  sure  to  succeed  each  other,  in  the  muta- 
tions of  party  power,  as  effect  is  to  follow 
cause. 

Much,  however,  as  he  was  opposed  to  the 
resolution  of  1834,  he  could  not  vote  to  expunge 
it  from  the  journals.  That  was  a  question,  in 
his  opinion,  having  nothing  to  do  with  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  original  proposition. 
The  question  before  the  Senate  was  one  of 
power  to  'expunge  the  jounud,  no  matter  what 
journal  it  might  be.  He  thought  no  such  power 
existed  in  the  Senate,  nor  anywhere  else ;  and 
his  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  was  imperative,  and  prohibited  him 
from  giving  any  such  vote,  whatever  may  have 
been  his  opinion  of  Ae  resolution  proposed  to 
be  expunged.  It  was,  in  his  view  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  much  a  duty  to  keep  and  preserve 
the  journals  of  unconstitutional  proceedings^  if 
such  there  be,  as  of  any  other.  Our  constita- 
ents  have  as  much  right  to  know  our  bad  acts 
as  our  good  ones ;  because  it  is  for  these  they 
will  call  us  to  account ;  and  it  would  be  strange 
doctrine,  that  we  could  shield  ourselves  from 
responsibility  by  expunging  the  journals.  The 
argument,  then,  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  the  resolution  of  1834  was  unconstt- 
tutionaJ,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  expunged, 
did  not  in  the  least  relieve  his  mind.  He  un- 
derstood, too,  that  this  was  the  basis  of  the 
votes  of  other  members  of  the  Senate  in  favor 
of  expunging.  Much  as  he  disapproved  of  the 
resolution  of  1884^  he  believed  that  it  was  con- 
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sfitntioaa],  and  that  it  was  each  a  proposition 
«s  the  Senate  might  entertain  and  adopt.  He 
aav  nothing  nncoDstitutionalabont  it.  It  might, 
or  it  might  not,  be  considered  an  abstract  prop- 
mtion.  It  had,  indeed,  remained  as  a  mere  de- 
elaratoiy  expression  of  the  Senate,  bat  it  might 
have  been  the  basis  of  legislation.  "Whether  it 
be  trie  or  false  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  Those 
Tho  voted  for  it  nnqnestionablv  believed  its 
sffinnations  to  be  tme.  They  believed  that  the 
President  had,  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  exer> 
cjged  aothoritj  and  power  not  conferred  by 
&e  coDstitntion  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both.  He,  who  voted  against  it,  believed  that 
the  anthority  and  power  exercised  by  the  Pres- 
ident was  not  ii\  derogation  of  the  constitntion 
and  laws ;  and,  however  mach  he  dissented  on 
the  ground  of  expediency  from  that  which  had 
b«en  done,  he  never  doubted  the  constitutional 
and  legal  power  of  the  President  to  do  what  he 
did. 

It  had  been  said  (continned  Mr.  H.)  that  the 
nsolntion  of  18S4  contains  impeachable  matter 
against  the  President,  and  that^  on  this  account, 
it  is  not  entitled,  to  a  place  on  the  Journals  He 
did  not  think,  however,  that  it  contained  any 
impeachable  matter.  It  charged  no  evil  or  cor- 
ropt  intention,  which  was  the  essential  ingre- 
dient of  impeachable  matter.  He  referred  to 
the  case  of  Peck's  trial  before  the  Senate,  and 
stated  that  the  absence  of  proof  of  corrupt  in- 
tention was  Uie  basis  of  ma  acquittal  by  the 
Senate.  This  had  been  the  reason  of  his  own 
vote  at  acquittal ;  and  bis,  he  had  good  reason 
to  believe,  was  the  basis  of  votes  of  acquittal 
generally. 

In  voting  against  expunging,  he  did  not  vote 
to  affirm  the  tmth  of  the  resolution  of  1834. 
He  had  already  stated  the  reverse.  He  believed 
tbtt  the  President  had  the  power,  whatever  he 
might  think  of  its  exercise,  under  the  circam- 
stances  of  that  case.  But  his  opinion  that  the 
resolution  proposed  to  be  expunged  was  and  is 
nntme,  had  nothing  to  do  with  nis  daty  in  the 
present  case,  and  could  not,  in  any  degree,  in- 
onence  his  vote.  The  Senate  had  no  power  to 
expunge  the  jonmals.  He  could,  without  the 
kast  ^fBculty,  vote  upon  the  journals  of  the 
present  sesdoo  a  resolution  to  rescind  that  of 
1834,  or  to  affirm  a  contrary  proposition.  This, 
while  it  would  clearly  assert  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  in  relation  to  the  proceedmgs  of  1834, 
woald  not  obliterate  the  journals  of  that  day, 
md  would  have  all  the  effect  of  the  mode 
proposed. 

Mr._  Steutob  saii :  I  am  not  unconscious  of 
the  disadvantages  under  which  I  labor,  in  ad- 
dressing the  Senate  at  this  late  period ;  but  it 
has  been  properly  remarked,  in  the  course  of 
tliis  debata,  that  we  are  engaged  in  no  ephem- 
eral transaction ;  that  this  night's  work  is  not 
to  pass  away  with  the  occasion ;  'it  is  not  to  be 
consigned  at  once  "  to  the  tomb  of  the  Oapu- 
lets "  with  things  unworthy  of  remembrance. 
An  connected  with  the  matter  under  consider- 
ation are  doomed  to  hnmortality,  for  good  or 


for  evil ;  and  as  it  is  my  destiny  and  my  pur- 
pose to  appropriate  an  humble  leaf  from  this 
fadeless  wreath,  to  rescue  from  oblivion  a  name 
which  would  otherwise  be  forgotten  when  the 
individual  who  bears  it  shall  cease  to  breathe, 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  explanation  of 
my  course,  not  with  the  vain  hope  of  their 
being  as  immortal  as  the  act  they  accompany, 
but  merely  for  the  temporanr  satis&ction  of 
mj  personal  acquaintances.  I  am  aware  that 
this  subject  has  been  treated  with  singular  abil- 
ity on  both  sides  of  this  hall,  and  may,  perhaps, 
be  thought  exhausted ;  but  as,  in  some  respects, 
my  views  differ  considerably  fSrom  any  I  have 
heretofore  heard  advanced,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
offering  them.  It  is  the  more  proper  I  should 
do  so,  as,  in  a  motion  I  shall  take  occasion  to 
make  before  I  sit  down.  I  might  otherwise  sub- 
ject myself  to  the  misapprehension  both  of 
friends  and  foes,  (without  meaning,  however, 
to  use  the  latter  term  in  its  most  offensive 
sense.) 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  who  dis- 
oonrsed  so  eloqnentiy  upon  this  subject  the 
other  day,  was  pleased  to  say,  faoetiously,  that 
those  who  vote  for  this  expunging  resolution 
will  be  placed  on  "  a  bad  eminence,"  damned 
to  a  fame  like  that  of  Eratostratus,  who  de- 
stroyed  by  fire  one  of  the  seven  wonders  of  the 
world,  the  Ephesian  temple  of  Diana;  and 
doubtless  the  same  wild  fancy  which  led  him 
to  this  conclusion,  has  picturoa  for  himself  and 
his  associates  a  classio  reputation  like  that  of 
the  celebrated  Roman  conspirators,  who  slew  a 
Csesor  in  the  Oapitol.  Happily,  however,  the 
latter  parallel  fails  in  most  important  particu- 
lars; for  the  ancients  actually  wrought  the 
physical  death  of  a  usurper,  while  the  modems 
liave  only  attempted  the  moral  death  of  a  pa- 
triot. 

I  regret  that  those  who  framed  the  preamble 
afBxed  to  this  resolution  have  thought  proper 
to  make  it  so  long,  not  on  account  of  its  hav- 
ing fbrnished  a  subject  of  wit  to  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  but  because  it  has  already 
thrown  difficulties  in  the  way  of  some,  and  is 
still  likely  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
myseUJ  and  others  friendly  to  the  resolution 
itself.  That  delicate  machine,  the  human  mind, 
formed  by  an  invisible  hand,  is  exceedingly 
subtile  in  its  operations,  and,  like  the  watches 
which  occupied  the  attention  of  that  great  mon- 
arch,  Charles  y.  of  Germany,  after  his  retire- 
ment from  the  car.es  of  empire,  no  two  will 
operate  precisely  alike.  Many  minds  may 
come  to  a  similar  conclusion ;  but,  in  the  pro- 
cesses by  which  they  arrive  at  it,  will  probably 
all  vary  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  This  is 
found  to  be  the  case  in  the  most  simple  and 
familiar  matters,  and  still  more  so  in  those  of 
complication  and  rare  occurrence.  I  wish  some 
reference  could  have  been  had,  in  framing  this 
preamble,  to  the  advice  of  a  celebrated  states- 
man, to  a^udge  then  recentiy  ap^inted  to  one 
of  the  British  provinces.  "  Decide,"  said  he, 
"  aooording  to  your  judgment  of  what  is  right, 
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but  give  no  reasons  for  your  decision.  Thou- 
sands may  approve  the  one,  ■who  will  not  con- 
cnr  with  you  in  the  other."  Regardless  of  this 
pmdent  counsel,  many  reasons  are  offered  in 
this  preamble  for  the  ultimate  conclusion  that 
it  is  right  to  expunge  from  the  journal  of  the 
Senate  the  obnoxious  resolution  of  March,  1834 ; 
and  among  them  it  is  stated  that  the  said  reso- 
lution was  unconstitutional.  In  this  reason  I 
cannot  concur,  because  I  do  not  unite  in  the 
opinion  that  it  is  founded  in  fact.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  conscientiously  put  it  forth  in  this 
formal  manner,  as  constituting  a  portion  of  the 
basis  of  an  important  action  in  which  I  am  de- 
sirous to  imite.  An  act,  according  to  my  un- 
derstanding, is  unconstitutional,  which  is  pro- 
hibited, in  express  terms,  by  the  constitution, 
or  which  is  done  in  substantial  omission  of 
something  commanded  by  it  Now,  I  do  not 
find  in  the  constitution  any  prohibition  upon 
the  Senate  from  uttering  an  opmion,  collectively 
or  individually,  upon  any  subject  whatsoever. 
I  agree  that  the  constitution  only  expressly  au- 
thorizes them  to  perform  certain  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial  fimctions,  and  prescribes 
the  mode,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  which  they 
•  shall  perform  them,  and  that  a  performance  of 
.  these  acts  in  any  substantial  disregard  of  this 
preucription  would  be  nnconstitutional,  while 
all  acts  done,  not  mentioned  or  distinctly  re- 
ferred to  in  the  constitution,  are  done  without 
its  warrant.  But,  then,  the  constitution  has  not 
taken  away,  so  far  as  tiie  matter  under  consid- 
eration is  concerned,  that  right  which,  in  a 
state  of  nature,  all  men  derived  from  the  God 
who  made  them,  to  utter  their  thoughts,  as  in- 
dividuals or  collectively,  however  assembled, 
upon  things  in  generaL    Restrictions  upon  this 

SriTilege  are  cerUunly  to  be  found  in  the  Divine 
kw  itself,.and  in  the  many  maxims  of  propriety 
which  society  has,  from  time  to  time,  and  in 
Tarions  ways,  laid  down  for  the  govemment  of 
its  members.  But  I  deny  that  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  has  laid  down  any  re- 
striction applicable  to  the  present  case,  and 
would  in  vam  ask  for  its  production.  I  know 
that,  in  disputing  the  soundness  of  this  reason 
set  forth  in  the  preamble,  I  encounter  the  opin- 
ions of  many  wise  men,  for  whom  I  have  the 
profoondeet  respect  But,  while  this  furnishes 
me  with  a  strong  and  only  reason  for  doubting 
the  soundness  of  my  own  view,  it  will  not  jus- 
tify me  in  asserting  that  as  a  tmth  of  which  I 
am  not  convinced ;  and  still  les^that  to  which 
my  own  fiumlties  altogether  refuse  their  assent 
When  a  man  undertakes  to  assert  any  thing 
deliberately,  he  must  do  so  apon  his  own  con- 
viction, and  not  upon  the  mere  opinions  of 
others.  Those  who  insist  upon  the  unconstitu- 
tionidity  of  the  resolution  of  1834^  treat  it  as 
an  actual  impeachment  of  the  President,  with- 
out having  waited  for  die  accusation  constitu- 
tionally preferred  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. If  I  could  admit  or  perceive  the  fact 
that  the  resolution  of  18S4  was  an  impeachment 
of  the  Frasident^  in  the  teohuioal  sense  of  that 


word,  I  should  have  no  difficulty  in  uniting  ia 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  palpable  violation 
of  the  constitution.    But  impeacnment,  as  used 
in  the  constitution,  is  a  technical  term,  and  all 
that  enters  into  the  technical  ideas  embraced 
in  the  term  must  exist  to  make  it  applicable. 
A  number  of  unauthorized  persons  may  pro- 
nounce a  man  guilty  of  an  offence,  but  no  one 
for  that  reason  would  say  that  he  had  been 
tried.    If  a  judge  goes  into  court,  and,  without 
the  finding  of  an  indictment,  or  any  other 
formal  accusation  against  a  person,  directs  an 
entry  to  be  made  npon  the  record  that  be  is 
guilty  of  a  certain  offence,  it  could  not  be  said 
that  he  had  been  tried.    The  substantial  part 
of  an  impeachment  oV  trial  is  the  punishment. 
consequent  upon  being  found  guilty ;   and  no 
matter  by  what  name  a  proceeding  may  be 
called,  it  does  not  meet  the  idea  eml>raoeid  in 
these  expressions,  either  in  laws  or  consdtn- 
tions,  if  conviction  npon  it  does  not  involve 
punishment  as  a  regaiax  consequence.    In  the 
proceeding  referred  to  in  the  Senate,  there 
was  condemnation,  but  it  was  not  a  condemna- 
tion which  drew  after  it  punishment,  or  in  pur- 
suance of  which  punishment  could  have  been 
inflicted.    In  matters  of  this  sort,  names  are 
things ;  and  whenever  we  suffer  ourselves  to  be 
drawn  away  from  their  accepted  significations^ 
we  cast  ourselves  upon  a  wide  ocean  of  nncer- 
tainty,  and  our  minds;  like  a  vessel,  however 
richly  freighted,  without  compass  or  polar  star, 
can  never  calculate  on  ultimately  reaching  any 
place  of  security.    To  say  that  the  Senate  im- 
peached the  President  in  the  resolution  of  1884. 
IS,  in  my  judgment,  a  t)nre  assumption ;  and  if 
the  resolution  was  not  an  impeachment,  no  one 
contends,  I  believe,  that  it  was  a  literal  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution.    But  it  is  insisted 
that,  if  not  a  literal  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, the  resolution  of  1884  was  a  violation  of 
its  spirit.    I  belong,  Mr.  President,  to  a  class 
of  politicians,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  so,  who 
deny  that  the  constitution  has  any  spirit     Like 
Shylock's  bond,  we  hold  that  whatever  is  not 
fotmd  in  it  cannot  be  claimed  nnder  it ;    its 
grants  and  its  prohibitions  are  such,  as  that  he 
who  reads  may  perceive  them,  and  no  artful 
constructionist  is  at  liberty  to  stretch  it  to  his 
purposes,  or  to  hammer  it  out,  like  gold  leaf, 
until  it  covers  the  universe.    Believing,  then, 
that  the  Senate  was  exercising  no  constitutional 
function  in  their  vote  of  censure  npon  the 
Prendent;  and  that  in  all  other  matters  the 
constitution  leaves  to  them,  unimpaired,  all 
their  natural  rights  of  expressing  their  opin- 
ions, in  whatever  way  assembled,  and  upon 
any  subject,  I  cannot  concur  in  the  reason 
assigned  for  expunging  the  resolution  of  18S4, 
that  it  was  an  unconstitutional  act    But  in 
thus  differing  with  my  friends,  and  making  this 
concession  to  the  opposition,  I  think  I  am  very 
far  from  weakening  the  cause  of  the  former, 
and  am  presenting  the  latter  with  a  Trojan 
horse ;  in  admitting  that  their  act  was  not  un- 
constitutional, I  sweep  away  at  a  breath  the 
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wIk^  wipergtfucture  behind  which  the  oppoeen 
at  expnnetion  have,  as  tiiey  seem  to  conoeiTe, 
aeonrelj  oisooneed  tbemselTea,  Bnt  of  this  by 
andbj. 

Althon^^  the  reeohition  of  1884  be  not  nn- 
eonstitational,  nor  in  yioladon  of  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  it  max  7^^  invade  a  spirit  and 
violate  an  authoritr  even  superior  to  the  con- 
stltntioii,  and  abnndant  reasons  may  remain  for 
its  ezponction ;  and  it  is  my  purpose  to  show 
tiiat  it  onght  to  be  expnnged  for  its  impro- 
ptietj,  its  dangerous  tendency,  its  injnsUce, 
and  its  falsehood.  And  here  allow  me  to  apol- 
oeiie  for  the  strong  language  I  must  occasion- 
aSy  nae,  during  the  progress  of  these  remarks, 
althoi^  feding,  as. I  do,  great  deference  for 
those  whose  acts  I  am  condemning,  and  con- 
ecions  that  I  am  myself  as  prone  to  infirmity 
as  any  man.  Bnt  I  mnst  speatc  plainly ;  and 
tiierefore  I  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  reso- 
lution of  1884  was,  in  my  jndgraent,  the  most 
flagrant  violation  of  propriety  ever  perpetrated 
by  a  high,  honorable,  and  dignified  body.  To 
recur  to  an  illostration  already  used,  suppose 
a  jndge  artivea  at  a  certain  place,  where  he  is 
to  hold  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  and, 
among  other  things,  he  learns  that  a  particular 
individual  is  charged  with  some  capital  offence ; 
he  hears  the  ex  forte  statements  of  rumor,  and 
makes  up  his  opinion  that  the  person  is  guilty. 
Not  satisfied  with  this,  when  he  enters  the 
comt-honse,  be  calls  upon  the  clerk  solemnly 
to  declu^  upon  the  record  that  such  a  person 
is,  in  the  <^imon  of  the  presiding  judge,  cer- 
tainly goilty^of  such  a  specific  offence.  It  is 
tme  the  grand  jury  have  found  no  bill,  the 
alleged  offender  has  not  even  been  apprehended, 
no  voice  has  been  heard  in  his  defence,  and  no 
punishment  could  follow  the  prejudication. 
Yet  would  it  not  be  an  act  of  the  grossest  and 
most  flagrant  violation  of  judicial  propriety} 
Would  not  public  execration  overwhelm  the 
wretch  who  had  perpetrated  it,  and  hurl  him 
from  tiie  station  he  had  degraded  t 

In  the  case  of  the  single  judge,  every  one  is 
stmck  at  once  with  tiie  glaring  impropriety  of 
his  conduct.  And  is  that  impropriety  at  all 
diminished  becanse  perpetrated  by  nnmbers? 
Are  there  not,  in  fact,  features  in  tlie  principal 
case  even  more  oppresrave  than  in  the  one  by 
which  I  have  attempted  to  iUnstrate  it  ?  In  the 
case  of  the  judge,  he  tries  the  culprit  by  a  rigid, 
well-defined  law,  and  can  make  nothing  a  sub- 
ject of  pnniahment  which  the  law  has  not 
expressly  declared  so ;  and,  in  the  application 
of  fkcts  to  the  law,  is  dependent  on  a  jury  for 
the  finding  of  those  facts,  and  can  aasnme 
nothing  which  the  jury  do  not  expressly  find. 
Mental  bias,  therefore,  or  prejudication  on  his 
part,  it  wonld  seem,  could  not  be  attended  with 
any  great  degree  of  mischief  And  yet  the 
eommcHt  sense,  and,  I  may  add,  the  common 
principles  of  mankind,  revolt  at  the  slightest 
indication  of  such  bias  or  prejndicaticHi.  But 
&e  Senate  of  the  United  States  are  judges  both 
(rf  law  and  fact;  nay,  to  a  great  extent,  they 


make  the  law  by  which  the  person  charged  is 
to  be  tried.  What  vobnae  contains  a  recital 
of  the  acts  for  whioh  the  Pre^«it  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  other  public  officer,  is 
subject  to  impeachment!  Th««  is  no  such 
volume.  Any  misdemeanor  in  office  will  war^ 
rant  impeachment  and  conviction ;  and  what 
is  SDch  misdemeanor  is  left  to  the  mere  dis- 
cretion of  the  Senate,  and  they  promnlge  the 
law  at  the  very  moment  that  they  pronounce 
the  guilt  of  its  inflraotion?  It  is  oidy  necessary 
for  Uie  House  of  Bepresentatives  to  charge  the 
Offence,  and  the  Senate  have  then  the  uncon- 
trolled right  to  decide  the  two  questions,  wheth- 
er the  facts  exist ;  and  if  so,  whether  they  are 
the  subjects  of  puni.^hment.  Surely,  a  tribunal 
so  constituted  ought,  of  all  others,  to  keep  its 
fiaonlties  nninfluenced  by  rashly  expressed  opin- 
ions. But  the  worst  feature  of  impropriety 
yet  remains  to  be  considered.  It  is  a  general 
principle,  that  no  man  can  be  a  jndge  in  a  cause 
where  ho  has  an  interest ;  but  some  tribunals 
are  so  constituted  that  this  wholesome  principle 
cannot  always  be  applied.  In  such  a  case,  it 
would  seem  that  a  jndge  so  situated  would, 
above  all  others,  feel  most  powerfully  restrained 
fh>m  allowing  himself  any  indulgence  in  pre- 
vious expressions  of  opinions  whioh  might  pre- 
judice the  person  chained,  or  from  prematnrely 
evincing  the  strength  of  his  own  bias.  And  yet 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the  constitu- 
tional tribunal  for  the  trial  of  the  President  for 
unconstitutional  Acts,  prejudges  him  in  a  matter 
in  which  individual  Senators  have  a  personal 
interest.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  their  per- 
sonal interest  was  enlisted  by  golden  bribes, 
received  in  the  shape  of  fees,  or  otherwise, 
from  the  United  States  Bank;  although  such 
things  have  been  said,  I,  for  one,  do  not  believe 
them.  I  do  not  think  that  such  was  the  in- 
terest they  felt  in  the  question.  No ;  a  nobler 
passion  bUnded  them  to  the  impropriety  of  the 
act  they  were  committing ;  a  passion  which  has 
been  called  the  vice  of  great  minds ;  a  passi(Hi 
planted  in  the  human  breast  for  the  wisest 
purposes ;  bnt  one  of  the  most  dangerous  and 
desolatuig,  where  it  gains  unhallowed  mastery. 
A  great  political  stnfe  had  been  waging  for 
years,  and  talent  and  wealth,  and  every  other 
engine  of  human  power,  had  been  employed  in 
its  progress.  No  machine  had  been  so  power- 
ful as  the  United  States  Bank  in  conducing  to 
the  spread  of  opinions,  upon  whose  success  the 
party  to  whioh  uiese  Senators  belonged,  believed 
Its  own  triumph,  and  the  welfare  of  the  nation, 
to  depend.  To  these  opinions  Senators  had 
subscribed  in  the  most  decided  and  public 
manner,  and  npon  them  had  staked  their  hopes 
of  renown  and  wordly  distinction.  They  were 
opposed  by  the  administration,  and  a  stem, 
unyielding  front  presented  by  it  to  their  ad- 
vance. For  this  the  President  had  been  strong- 
ly denounced,  and  Senators  themselves  had  not 
been  backward  in  breathing  npon  the  waves  of 
opposition,  and  stirring  them  into  rage ;  and, 
finally,  in  the  tnmnlt  of  this  excitement,  forget- 
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ftal  of  tbe  high,  honorable,  and  delicate  pro- 
priety which,  as  men  and  individuals,  has  ever 
characterized  them,  and  their  elevated  standing 
as  the  constitntional  triers  of  the  President,  thej 
commanded  his  gnilt  to  be  recorded  before  any 
legal  aoonser  had  come  forward,  and  indignantly 
refosed  to  hear  his  defisnce.  Am  I  not  warrant- 
ed, nnder  these  circmnstanoes,  in  pronomioing 
the  act  one  of  gross  and  flagrant  impropriety  } 

Bnt  I  have  said  it  is  an  act  dangerous  in  its 
tendency  as  a  precedent,  and  for  that  reason 
onght  to  be  expunged.  The  constitntion  has 
pointed  oat  the  mode  in  which  the  diflTerent 
Branches  of  the  Government  are  matnally  to 
check  and  balance  each  other,  and  nowhere  is 
this  informal  mode  of  expressing  disapprobation 
adverted  to  as  one  of  them.  Oriminatioa  in- 
variably leads  to  recrimination.  The  beginning 
of  strife  has  been  aptly  compared  in  the  scrip- 
tures to  the  letting  out  of  waters ;  the  natural 
result  is,  that  every  thing  valuable  within  its 
reach  is  carried  away  in  its  desolating  sweep. 
"One  word,"  in  homely  adage,  "brings  on 
another ; "  and  whether  the  striife  of  tongues 
begins  between  two  old  wives  at  the  fish  market, 
or  the  President  and  Senate,  anger  quickly  sub- 
dues all  the  nobler  faculties  of  the  mind,  and 
unnatural  and  cruel  warfare  is  the  probable  re- 
sult. A  practical  illustration  of  this  idea  is  fur- 
nished in  the  civil  wars  of  England,  already 
alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut. 
A  strife,  in  which  all  the  ties  of  family  and  kin- 
dred were  dissolved,  and  the  nearest  and  the 
dearest  brought  to  quench  a  savage  thirst  in 
each  other's  blood,  originated  in  an  nndignified 
war  of  words  between  the  King  and  the  Par- 
liament. If  the  principle  be  established  that  it 
is  proper  for  one  branch  of  the  Gtovemment, 
assembled  as  such,  (but  in  a  manner  so  informal 
as  to  leave  it  a  matter  of  contest  whether  it  is 
an  ofScial  act  or  not,)  to  condemn  the  acts  of 
another,  the  most  fearful  consequences  must  be 
apprehended.  If  the  Senate  may  informally 
condemn  the  President,  so  it  may  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives the  Senate.  Scenes  must  then  originate 
which,  if  carried  out  far  into  practice,  would 
degrade  the  nation  in  the  eyes  of  strangers,  and 
add  much  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  tenure  by 
which  domestic  quiet  is  retained.  The  princi- 
ple is  therefore  dangerous  in  the  extreme,  and 
ought  to  be  most  promptly  discountenanced. 

I  nr^  as  a  third  reason  for  expunging  the 
resolution  of  1834,  that  it  is  m^nst  It  is  true 
the  then  President  of  tbe  TJmted  States  still 
retains  his  ofSce,  and  no  removal  can  take  place 
in  consequence  of  the  condemnation  therein  ex- 
pressed ;  yet  its  obvious  and  designed  tendency 
must  have  been  to  degrade  the  Ohief  Magistrate 
in  the  eyes  of  the  country.  Want  of  principle, 
or  want  of  capacity,  is  the  alternative  left  to 
him  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  believe  this 
accusation  to  be  true.  They  must  either  pro- 
nounce him  a  sacrilegious  violator  of  the  con- 
stitution of  his  country,  or  a  very  incompetent 
Judge  of  its  provisiona.    "  Barely,"  it  would  be 


said  by  all  whose  knowledge  of  afiairs  did  not 
induce  them  to  look  beyond  the  mere  snrflMie 
of  this  transaction,  "  the  Soiate  would  not  have 
thus  harshly  condemned  the  President  for  some 
slight  oversight,  for  some  small  misapprehen- 
sion of  duty,  into  which  any  man  mig^ 
have  fallen.  2To  I  no  I  it  is  some  grave  matter, 
in  which  the  constitution  has  been  so  grossly 
violated  that  none  but  a  rash,  headstrong,  un- 
principled man,  who  heeded  not,  or  an  igno- 
ramus, too  dull  to  perceive,  ooidd  have  been 
the  actor."  This  is  the  natnral  conclusi<Hi; 
and  what  a  dilemma  for  one  to  be  reduced  to 
in  this  land,  where  popular  opinion  is  to  a  pub- 
lic man  the  breath  of  his  nostrils  1  Thai,  tlie 
Senate,  availing  itself  of  its  usually  just  title  to 
public  confidence,  should  denounce  a  man,  nn- 
cited  and  unheard,  as  a  violator  of  the  ccHistitu- 
tion  of  his  countiy,  whom  the  popular  voice 
had  pronounced  most  worthy,  among  the  mil- 
lions of  American  citizens,  to  fill  the  most  dig- 
nified and  responsible  trust,  is,  to  my  apprehen- 
sion, the  grossest  insult  to  the  pnbUc  sense  of 
Justice  I  nave  ever  witnessed.  Very  few,  but 
we  very  individual  against  whom  it  was  di- 
rected, who  would  not  have  sunk  beneath  it. 

But  this  objection  to  the  resolution  of  1834 
depends  altog^er  for  support  upon  another, 
which  I  come  now  to  consider,  embracing,  in 
fact,  the  pith  of  this  controversy ;  and  that  ia, 
as  I  have  said,  its  falsehood.  And  here,  agtun, 
I  must  apologize  for  the  harshness  of  the  term 
used,  from  the  necessity  I  am  under  to  speak 
plainly,  not  meaning  for  a  moment  to  apply  it 
to  the  individual  veracity  of  those  who  voted 
for  that  resolution.  There  may*be  falsehood 
in  a  legal  conclusion,  however  sincere  the  man 
who  arrives  at  it ;  and  whenever  one  comes  to 
the  conclusion  that  certain  acts  are  unoonstita- 
tional,  all  who  differ  with  him  must  believe  his 
conclusion  false,  whatever  terms  they  may  adopt 
to  express  their  dissent.  About  the  acts  done 
by  the  President^  in  reference  to  which  this  res- 
olution was  adopted,  there  is  no  controversy ; 
but  that  those  acts  were  unconstitutional  is,  in 
my  judgment,  most  falsely  asserted  by  the  res- 
olution; the  position  is  so  false,  so  gross  a 
perversion  of  the  constitution,  that  it  onght 
never  to  have  been  taken ;  such  a  dangerous 
misrepresentation  of  that  sacred  instrument, 
that  it  ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  be  annihi- 
lated, and  treated  as  though  it  had  never  been. 
It  is  so  palpably  erroneous,  that  I  cannot  per- 
suade myself  that  any  man  of  common  sense  or 
common  honesty,  whose  mind  was  perfectly 
free  from  previous  bias,  could  for  a  moment 
countenance  it.  But  when,  as  I  believe,-  under 
the  impulse  of  excited  feelings,  and  in  the  blind- 
ness of  party  strife,  it  has  received  the  sancti<Hi 
of  the  Senate,  I  am  unwilling  it  should  remain, 
to  shed  its  deceptive  light  upon  future  ages,  and 
mislead  others  to  their  ruin.  At  the  time  this 
resolution  was  adopted,  I  had  not  the  honor  of 
a  seat  in  this  body ;  bnt  I  was  a  lover  of  my 
country,  and  felt  a  deep  solicitude  for  every- 
thing oonneoted  with  its  interests.    I  then  ti«- 
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Kered,  and  do  still  belieTe,  its  Senate  a  body 
aarpasBei  by  none  on  earth  in  dimity,  and  my 
eye  vas  tamed  anzioasly  npon  its  movements. 
Bomor  had  given  ont  that  this  resolution  was 
to  be  broof^t  forward ;  I  was  not  ignorant  of 
dio  obscuring  effects  of  passion  upon  the  clear- 
est inteUect;  and  yet  I  did  think  the  constitn- 
<i<mality  of  the  Ihresident's  action  ao  obvious 
that  it  was  impoasible  to  blink  it.  I  confess, 
when  I  first  heard  the  removal  of  the  deposits 
annonnoed,  I  was  startled  by  the  boldness  of 
die  measnre,  bnt  I  did  not  for  a  moment  doubt 
the  constitutionality,  of  the  act.  I  was  appre- 
hensive that  the  Preodent  bad  so  far  ontmn 
public  opinion,  it  would  never  overtake  him ; 
and  his  administration,  deprived  of  that  essen- 
tial snpport,  woold  no  longer  be  useful  to  the 
country.  This  was  the  extent  of  my  alarm. 
Ccntnuy  to  my  expectation,  however,  the  Sen- 
ate has  pnmounoed  the  act  onconstitntional, 
and  it  is  not  suffident  for  us  to  make  a  mere 
negation,  without  reasoning  the  matter  a  little. 
I  am  well  aware,  sir,  that  tko  idea  of  the  unity 
of  theExecative  has  not  been  opposed  only,  but 
has  been  actually  turned  into  ridicule.  But 
tbo  day  has  gone  by  when  ridicule  was  the  ac- 
knowledged test  of  truth  ;  it  has  been  found  to 
level  its  shafts  with  equal  success  against  sub- 
jects the  lightest  iind  the  gravest — agunst  the 
phantoms  of  falsehood,  and  the  most  solemn  re- 
alties. Of  the  unity  of  the  executive  branch 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  we 
need  look  no  fuiher  for  evidence  than  the  con- 
stitution its^  which  declares  "  the  executive 
power  shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the 
llnited  States  of  America."  He  is  in  fact  the 
only  exeeotJTe  officer  created  by  the  constitution, 
all  others  owing  their  existence  to  the  legisla- 
tive power  of  Congress. 

In  1800,  bnt  a  few' years  after  this  constitn- 
tion  was  formed,  and  its  original  plan  and  de- 
sign was  fresh  in  the  memory  of  all,  the  unity 
of  the  Executive  is  distinctly  recognized,  in  a 
paper  drawn  up  with  great  care  and  delibera- 
tioii,  for  the  express  purpose  of  staying  the 
wares  of  federal  power.  I  mean  Mr.  Madison's 
celebrated  report,  in  which  it  is  stated,  "  Ac- 
cording to  the  particular  organization  of  the 
eoostitation,  its  l^ialative  powers  are  vested 
in  the  Cm^Eress ;  it*  Exaeutive  power*  in  the 
Pretident,  and  its  judicial  powers  in  a  supreme 
and  infwior  tribunals.  The  union  of  any  two 
of  these  powera,"  it  proceeds,  "  and  still  more, 
of  all  iiu«e,  m  any  one  of  these  departments, 
must  oonseqffently  subvert  the  constitutional 
organization  of  them."  The  other  officers  pro- 
vided by  law  are  mere  agents,  through  whom 
he  is  to  ftilfil  the  great  trust  confided  to  him  by 
the  constitatioB ;  and  whenever  the  duties  pre- 
icribed  for  them  from  time  to  time  are  not,  ac- 
ecading  to  his  judgment,  so  performed  as  best 
to  promote  the  public  good,  it  is  not  only  his 
rvnt,  bnt  his  duty,  to  (diange  them.  His  right 
or  removal  lieing  tiius  unquestionable,  no  charge 
of  vnoonstitationality  can  rest  upon  him  for 
the  mere  ezieceise  of  a  diB<setiou  confided  to 


him  by  the  constitution.  Bnt  it  is  not  denied 
by  the  President  or  bis  friends,  that  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposits  was,  in  fact,  his  own  act ; 
and,  for  whatever  of  unconstitutionality  or  ille- 
gality may  be  in  it,  he  is  responsible.  It  is  true 
the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  declares 
that  bank  to  be  tlie  place  of  deposit  for  the 
public  moneys,  and  that  they  shall  only  be  re- 
moved from  thence  at  the  will  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Whenever,  therefore,  that 
will  is  expressed,  the  condition  is  performed, 
and  tiie  right  of  the  bank  to  retain  uie  moneys 
under  their  charter,  viewing  it  as  a  contract, 
expires,  and  the  law  of  the  land  regulating  the 
disposal  of  the  public  treasure  is  nilfilled.  It 
is  not  denied  that  Mr.  Duane,  the  then  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  did  not  choose  so  to  exer- 
cise his  will,  and  refused  to  order  the  removal 
of  the  deposits ;  but  he  was  himself  remottd, 
and  another,  quite  as  wise  and  as  honest,  ap- 
pointed in  his  stead,  who,  without  hesitation, 
dissolved  the  spell  by  which  the  bank  retained 
the  public  moneys,  and  ordered  them  to  be  re- 
moved. It  is  contended  that  this  condition 
was  imposed  upon  the  bank  in  the  retention  of 
the  puUic  deposits,  altogether  in  reference  to 
their  security,  and  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
compact  to  remove  them  for  any  other  reascm 
than  insecurity.  But  are  those  the  terms  of 
the  condition  ?  Is  any  reference  made  in  that 
condition  to  the  motives  upon  which  the  Secre- 
tary shonld  exercise  the  power  intrusted  to  him 
at  putting  an  end  to  the  depository  character 
of  the  bank?  No  such  reference,  no  such  inti- 
mation, is  to  be  found.  Had  the  bank  applied 
to  him  for  his  reasons,  he  might  and  ought  to 
have  treated  the  application  as  an  impertinent 
demand.  Bnt  reasons  he  was  bound  to  give  to 
Congress,  and  he  did  give  them.  These  rea- 
sons could  not  have  been  asked  for  in  reference 
to  the  rights  of  the  bank,  for,  so  far  as  she  is 
concerned  a  naked  trust  has  been  exercised, 
and  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter,;  but  simply 
to  enable  Congress,  as  the  guardian  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure,  to  exercise  that  supervision  over 
what  had  been  done,  its  management  during 
the  recess,  which  it  ought  of  right  to  do.  A 
disingenuous  clamor  has  been  raised  for  the  pur- 
pose of  throwing  the  true  questions  in  this  in- 
vestigation into  obscurity,  that  the  act  of  remo- 
val produced  a  union  of  the  purse  and  the 
sword;  but  did  Congress  believe  that  such 
would  be  tiie  consequence,  when  it  expressly 
authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
m^e  the  removal  whenever,  in  his  judgment, 
it  should  be  expedient  i  And  the  matter  has 
been  treated  as  if  the  President  had  with  his 
own  hand  made  the  removal  of  the  deposits. 
If  such  were  the  fact,  where  was  the  necessity 
of  removing  one  Secretary,  and  putting  in 
another?  u  tiie  President's  purpose  was,  by 
actual  and  lawless  force,  to  seize  the  money  in 
the  IVeasury,  he  might  aa  well  have  passed  by 
one  Secretary  as  another.  But  the  truth  is,  as 
is  well  known  to  every  intelligent  and  candid 
man,  the  money  in  the  Treasmy  was  Just  as  in- 
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accessible  to  the  personal  contact  of  the  Pres- 
ident after  the  removal  as  it  -was  before ;  all 
the  fiscal  machinery  provided  by  law  for  pre- 
serving the  personal  honesty  of  all  having  any 
thidg  to  do  with  the  public  money  operated  in 
the  same  way,  and  precisely  the  same  process 
was  necessary  to  place  a  single  dollar  in  the  ac- 
tual grasp  of  any  person  whatsoever.  But  it 
has  been  nrged,  in  reference  to  the  pnblio  as 
well  as  the  bank,  that  the  only  ground  upon 
which  removal  was  proper  was  the  security  of 
(he  public  money.  To  this  I  reply,  as  before, 
nothmg  of  the  kind  is  mentioned  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  clause  which  forms  the  only  re- 
striction in  connection  with  this  subject  upon 
the  general  executive  power  and  duty  to  act  in 
all  things  for  the  promotion  of  the  great  pur- 
poses of  the  Federal  Government.  If,  then,  the 
President  perceived  that  for  any  reason  the 
public  good  required  that  the  public  money 
eliould  no  longer  remain  in  the  vaults  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  it  was  not  only  his  priv- 
ilege but  his  duty  to  direct  the  proper  officer  to 
remove  it.  Should  he  turn  out  to  be  mistaken 
in  his  notions  of  expediency,  however  repre- 
hensible for  want  of  ability  in  the  discharge  of 
his  high  functions,  there  could  be  no  pretence 
for  the  charge  of  unconstitutionality,  ^d  here, 
perhaps,  I  have  said  all  that  is  necessary  for 
the  maintenance  of  my  position,  that  the  reso- 
lution of  1884  was  false  in  asserting  the  act  of 
the  President  to  he  unconstitutional.  But  I  as- 
some  for  the  President  still  higher  ground,  and 
insist  that  his  act  was  not  only  le^  and  con- 
stitntional,  but  that  it  was  in  the  highest  degree 
expedient ;  that  it  was  a  stroke  of  generalship 
which  causes  the  laurels  of  New  Orleans  to 
look  pale  and  withered.  We  have  already  had 
occasion  to  glance  slightlv  at  the  history  of  the 
times  connected  with  tlie  transaction  under 
consideration.  At  the  close  of  the  war  of  1812 
—'16,  the  nation  was  deeply  involved  in  debt, 
and  tbe  national  coffers  were  empty ;  ingenuity 
and  patriotism  were  taxed  to  contrive  expe- 
dients for  meeting  the  difficult  exigency ;  onr 
recent  foes  abroad,  and  malcontents  at  homek 
were  mocking  at  onr  distress,  and  the  political 
party  whose  flrraness  and  genius,  aidea  by  the 
valor  of  our  army  and  navy,  had  brought  to 
a  glorions  termination  a  most  unequal  war, 
saw  bankruptcy  and  disgrace  ready  to  over- 
whelm them.  Under  these  circumstances,  as 
the  plank  in  the  shipwreck,  the  expedient  of  a 
United  States  Bank  was  seized  upon,  and  some, 
as  I  am  informed,  who  doubted  its  constitu- 
tionality, and  some  even  who  believed  it  uncon- 
stitutional, were  driven  by  the  apparent  neces- 
«ty  of  the  case  to  give  the  measure  their  snp- 

Jiort  The  bank  was  chartered,  performed  its 
onctions,  and  the  term  of  its  existence  was 
drawing  to  a  close.  Application  was  made  for 
ft  renewal  of  its  charter,  and  having  made  many 
friends  with  "the  mammon  of  nnrighteous- 
ness,"  a  willing  ear  was  lent  to  its  application. 
Some  believed  the  question  of  unconstitution- 
ality put  to  rest  by  precedent  and  acyudioation, 


and  no  longer  open  as  an  available  cause  of  op- 
position. For  various  reasons,  however,  its 
prayer  for  a  continuance  of  its  existence  was 
granted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represmt- 
atives.  But  the  concurrence  of  another  branoh 
of  the  Government  was  necessary  to  the  com- 
pletion of  its  hopes,  and  its  ^plication  there 
was  answered  by  a  veto  which  waked  up,  as 
by  a  trumpet-call  sound,  republican  doctrines 
long  since  supposed  to  have  sunk  into  a  slum- 
ber from  whion  they  would  never  awake.  With 
a  force  and  clearness  which  astounded  the  le- 
gions of  federalism,  and  infused  new  vi^r  into 
the  republican  ranlcs,  the  unconstitutionalilT' 
and  inexpediency  of  rechartering  the  United 
States  Bank  was  demonstrated.  From  that 
honr,  every  p>oIitical  engine  was  set  to  woric  to 
prostrate  the  only  man  who  could  withstand 
the  might  of  this  mammoth  institution,  and  all 
who  entertained  like  opinions.  Presses  were 
subsidized — ^in  various  ways  the  talents  of  tho 
nation  were  enlisted  in  its  behalf — and  by  violent 
and  sadden  expansions  and  contractions,  now  the 
hopes  and  no  w  the  fears  of  the  popnlace  wa«  ap- 
pealed to.  Here  was  anew  feature  of  inexpedien- 
cy for  the  rechart«r  of  tiie  United  States  Bank 
presented  to  the  startled  consideration  of  every 
lover  of  his  country.  In  onr  land,  where  tlie 
popular  voice  controls  and  directs  every  thing; 
nothing  is  so  important  as  that  that  T<rioe 
should  itself  be  directed  by  the  hearts  of  the 
pure  and  the  free.  The  power  and  the  willing^ 
ness  of  this  institntion  to  corrupt  was  alarm- 
ingly demonstrated ;  and  it  was  seen  that,  nndor 
whatever  pretences,  it  would,  if  rechartered, 
get  possession  of  the  pnblio  mind,  and  wield  tt 
to  its  own  purposes,  either  for  good  or  for  eviL 
From  the  commanding  elevation  held  by  the 
President,  he  surveyed  the  field  of  combeU; — ^he 
beheld  the  nature  of  the  strife  going  on — he 
perceived  that  it  was  a  vital  one  to  his  beloved 
country — he  found  that  the  monster's  power  of 
mischief  lay  in  the  deposits,  and  he  determined 
to  remove  them.  Like  a  skilftal  surgeon,  be 
saw  that  the  bank,  like  a  vast  cancer,  WM 
striking  its  fibres  in  every  direction,  until  it 
would  finally  become  so  incorporated  with  the 
system,  that  it  could  only  be  removed  at  the 
expense  of  the  patient's  life.  Anticipating  this 
horrible  event,  he  determined  with  a  bold  nand 
to  cut  it  off,  while  the  bystanders  looked  on  in 
amazement.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  a  master  stroke^ 
and  the  bank  and  its  partisans  felt  that  it  was 
mortal  to  her,  that  her  vitals  '^ere  wonnded 
beyond  recovery.  Among  the  many  caricatures 
to  which  a  spirit  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to 
commend  has  given  rise  in  modem  times,  one 
illustrative  of  this  idea  struck  me  as  being  the 
best  The  bank  is  represented  as  a  huge  old 
woman,  extended  upon  a  bed,  in  the  throes  of 
an  emetic  operation ;  beside  the  bed  are  various 
vessels,  labelled  with  the  names  of  the  several 
deposit  banks,  into  which  are  falling  the  eject- 
ed contents  of  her  stomach,  consisting  of  va- 
rious gold  and  silver  coins.  At  her  head,  in  a 
kindly  effort  to  sustain  it,  is  seated  the  pres- 
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ident  of  that  institatioii,  to  whom  in  her  agony 
she  exclaims :  "  Oh  I  dear  Nkk,  I  am  very  sick." 
He  prmnpdj  replies,  "  It  is  all  the  effect  of  that 
hst  prescription  of  Dr.  Jackson."  Tea,  sir, 
that  last  prescription  was  fiital  to  the  bank,  or 
at  least  as  nearly  so  as  any  thing  has  yet  been ; 
and  fur  that  canse  mainly  has  he  who  framed  it 
been  so  strongly  denounced  in  the  resolution 
of  18M.  Bnt  it  was  a  measore  adopted  in 
strict  accordance  with  all  the  forms  of  £»w  and 
eonstitation,  and  not  in  derogation  of  either ; 
a  measure  for  which,  throng  all  time,  the 
patriot  who  reviews  his  coontry's  history,  will 
revere  the  memory  of  him  who  saved  by  it  the 
perishing  constitntion ;  while,  with  the  men  of 
tiie  present  generation,  he  can  hardly  determine 
which  most  challenges  his  admiration,  the  wis- 
dom Uiat  planned  or  the  firmness  that  executed 
a.  Having  thus,  as  I  think,  shown  that  this 
rexdntioii  was  grossly  improper,  dangerous  in 
its  tendency,  unjust  in  its  operation,  and  untrue 
in  its  assertion,  I  cacae  next  to  consider  the 
motives  npon  which  we  are  called  to  ex- 
ponge  it.  The  fancy  of  gentlemen  has  repre- 
BMted  ns  Its  ignobly  bending  at  the  footstool  of 
power,  and  Ucking  the  dust  beneath  the  mon- 
arch's tread — as  smoothiog  the  rough  mane  of 
tba  lion,  and  endeavoring  to  quiet  his  frightful 
roar.  £ven  the  car  of  Jnggemant  has  been 
made  to  roll  through  this  hall,  and  our  gar- 
ments harve  been  sprinkled  with  the  blood,  and 
oar  e^  stnuned  with  the  cries,  of  the  victims 
croshlb  beneath  its  wheels.  But  these  are 
mere  pictorea  of  the  fancy,  and  fancy  may  paint 
what  she  pleases;  ahe  does  not  confine  her 
■ketisfaes  to  the  copies  of  even  things  that  might 
be^  and  stililess  to  things  that  are.  Soberreason 
Bost  perceive  that  we  have  nothing  to  expect 
from  the  throne,  as  it  has  been  called,  or  from 
Um  who  fills  it ;  that  if  the  mane  of  the  lion 
Ss  rough,  or  his  roar  is  angry,  it  is  not  agunst 
as  tut  his  fury  is  directed — that  reasons 
ewKig^  are  found  for  the  expnnotion  of  the 
nsolation  of  1834,  in  the  (pinions  we  have  ex- 
pressed concerning  it.  Bot  some  of  ns  have  a 
ttnmg  and  argent  reason  to  perform  this  act, 
in  a  deare  to  obey  those  whom  we  serve. 
The  Toioe  of  the  people  has  commanded  it  to 
be  done,  and  that  is  a  voice  which  public  men 
in  oar  oonntry  dare  not  disregard.  Even  those 
who  least  re^ird  it  in  practice,  dare  not  openly 
proclaim  their  contempt.  They  may  speak  ol 
it  sUgjitin^y  in  the  private  circle,  and  in  their 
hearts  despise  it,  and  endeavor  to  explain  away 
its  unpleasant  requirements ;  but  when  forced 
to  encoonter  its  unequivocal  declarations,  they 
must  tremble  and  obey ;  they  dare  not  disre- 
gard it.  That  voice  has  spoken  in  general  terms 
tbrou^Mot  the  nation;  bnt  it  has  spoken  to 
iome  of  ns  as  it  were  by  name,  and  through  the 
appropriate  medium,  and  commanded  ns  to  act 
It  has  not  spoken  to  me  personally,  but  it  has 
^oken  to  my  predecessor ;  and,  standing  in  the 
IKMition  I  now  occnpj^  I  hear  the  sound  still 
tinging  in  my  ears.  It  is  a  command  which 
but  seconds  soy  own  wiflhea.    I  came  here  au> 


tioipating  the  most  cheerful  compliance;  audi 
yet  hdt>e  tO'  yield  it,  if  my  own  friends  do  not 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  my  obedience. 
Tet  I  will  not  deny  that  there  is  some  personal 
reference  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  him- 
self in  the  act  we  desire  to  perform.  The  period 
is  at  hand  when  he  who  rescued  your  daugh- 
ters from  the  ruffian  pollution  of  a  foreign  sol- 
diery, and  your  soil  from  the  foot  of  the  inva- 
der, will  be  deaf  to  the  strains  of  gratitude, 
Eressed  by  the  earth  he  once  defended.  ThMt 
e  whose  voice  was  loudest  in  the  battles  of 
his  country  shall  be  hushed  into  silence;  that 
he  who  now  holds  the  sceptre  of  command 
will  have  passed  away  not  omy  from  office,  bnt 
from  life  itself  and  have  joined  the  spirits  of 
men  that  have  been.  Is  not  the  fame  of  her 
sons  dear  to  a  nation  ?  Has  she  no  pleasure  in 
the  glory  of  her  best  and  her  bravest  i  Has 
she  no  interest  in  preventing  the  mantie  of  in- 
famy from  wrapping  the  remains  of  him  who 
shonld  sleep  in  the  robe  of  honor  ?  In  this  view 
of  the  subject,  I  had  fondly  hoped  that  the 
gentiemen  of  the  opposition  woula  have  united 
with  ns  in  this  act  of  retribution.  That  in 
contemplation  of  this  interesting  crisis,  the 
party  crust  which  has  heretofore  encircled  their 
hearts  would  have  given  way,  and  a  flood  of 
tenderness  spontaneously  gashed  forth.  That 
with  one  generous  impulse  they  would  have 
been  the  first  to  rush  forward,  and  pluck  off 
the  disgraceful  stigma  their  own  hands  hod 
affixed,  in  an  hoar  of  passionate  excitement. 
Bnt  in  this  we  have  been  disappointed,  and  are 
left  alone,  in  behalf  of  onr  country,  to  make 
this  tardy  retribution,  to  wipe  out  this  new  ar- 
gument for  tho  ingratitude  of  republics. 
V.r.  Ewraa  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 
Mr.  President:  Since  the  first  presentation 
of  this  resolution,  it  has  always  been  my  pur- 
pose to  say  something  upon  it,  before  it  should 
be  brought  to  a  final  decision ;  but  I  was  aware, 
from  indications  not  to  be  mistaken,  both  at 
the  time  it  was  first  presented,  and  at  each 
subsequent  seeaon  when  it  was  brought  for- 
ward, that  the  mover  did  not  design  to  bring 
it  then  to  the  issue.  Indeed,  I  well  knew  that 
it  was  deemed  necessary,  as  a  pending  measure, 
to  agitate  and  excite  the  conntry.  Every  move- 
ment with  reference  to  it  showed  that  such  was 
its  purpose ;  and  hence,  after  several  months' 
discussion  last  year,  when  there  was  a  clear 
administration  majority  in  the  Senate,  and 
when  the  long  session  gave  ample  time  for  de- 
liberation and  decision,  it  was  permitted  to 
expire  on  the  table,  though  a  vote  upon  it  was 
challenged  by  its  opi>onents.  But  now,  now 
at  this  moment,  its  power  being  expended — 
every  thing  being  effected  by  it  which  can  be 
expected  or  hoped  from  it-^iow  it  must  come, 
and  at  once,  to  a  final  vote.  And  gentiemen 
I^)on  this  side  of  the  House,  who  have  been 
called  upon  to  discuss  it — who,  because  they 
would  not,  heretofore,  when  they  saw  that  it 
was  bnt  a  force,  discnss  it — ore  dehied  a  nngle 
day — nay,  they  are  not  allowed  one  hour,  of 
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vhich  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  fixed  and  deter- 
mined majority  lo  deprive  them.  No  cSurtesy 
to  individuals,  which  has  been  usual  with  this 
body,  or,  rather,  a  part  of  its  very  constitution 
and  nature,  can  procure  the  slightest  relaxation 
of  the  iron  rule,  which  seems  to  be  lud  down 
for  TI8 ;  the  small  favor  of  a  day  to  deliberate 
or  a  night  to  rest  is  denied ;  if  we  ask  for  an 
adjournment,  even  at  this  late  hour,  when  all 
occupation  should  be  suspended,  and  all  labor 
cease,  we  hear  the  cry  of  "  No,  no,"  and  "  the 
yeas  and  nays,  the  yeas  and  nays,"  coming  from 
a  quarter  which,  however  it  may  be  respected, 
is  never  disobeyed.  Gentlemen  have  their  rea- 
sons, doubtless.  I  leave  them  to  weigh  the  im- 
portance of  those  reasons,  and  to  estimate  the 
propriety  of  their  oonrse.  And,  subject  to  all 
tiie  disadvantages  under  which  I  labor — ^the 
extreme  lateness  of  the  hour,  great  bodily 
fatigue,  and  a  want  of  time  to  arrange  my 
thoughts  and  cast  them  into  form,  and  give 
them  coherence,  I  proceed,  rather  than  sit  by 
in  silence — I  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  this 
deeply  exciting  question. 

I  will  not  enter  again  folly  into  a  conddera- 
tion  of  the  reasons  that  snstun  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  day  of  March,  1834, 
which  it  is  now  proposed  to  expunge  from  the 
joamals  of  the  Senate.  At  tbe  time  when 
those  resolutions  were  under  discussion,  I  gave 
reasons,  so  far  as  my  action  was  concerned, 
fully,  and  in  detail.  I  have  re-examined  those 
reasons  since,  when  any  excitement  to  which 
the  occauon  may  be  supposed  to  have  given 
rise,  had  subsided,  and  I  find  nothing  to  retract, 
nothing  to  alter ;  time  has  made  no  change  in 
my  convictions,  unless  it  be  to  strengthen  and 
confirm  them.  It  would,  therefore,  be  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  touch  again  that  branch  of  the 
subject,  were  it  not  Uiat  the  arguments  upon 
the  other  side  have,  year  after  year,  been  reite- 
rated and  re-enforced ;  the  subject  which  had 
been  thus  considered,  discussed,  decided,  and 
laid  aside,  is  thus  revived  from  time  to  time 
and  the  arguments  upon  the  one  side,  with  a 
perseverance  worthy  of  a  better  canse,  are  again 
and  again  shown  up  before  tbe  public,  while 
those  which  sustained  that  resolution,  having 
once  been  triumphant,  are  since  permitted  to 
sleep.  I  feel  the  impolicy  of  our  course  in  this, 
for  hence  impressions'have  taken  root,  and  opin- 
ions have  grown  up  in  society,  which  constant 
vigilance  and  constant  effort,  and  constantly 
uniting  at  aU  times,  and  pressing  the  contest, 
woold  have  kept  down ;  Dot  it  was  a  natural 
course;  it  arose  from  the  repugnance  which 
we  all  feel  to  turn  to  a  subject  on  which  the 
mind  has  exerted  its'powers,  and  retrace  tbe 
path  which  we  have  already  trodden,  after  it 
18  divested  of  the  charm  of  novelty  and  the 
freshness  of  original  thought.  But  let  gentle- 
men be  assured,  once  for  all,  and  let  the  coun- 
trybe  assured,  that  we  abandon  no  ground 
which  we  have  assumed  and  heretofore  sustain- 
ed. Yet,  though  I  will  not  go  ftilly  into  the 
mbjeot  now,  I  will  attempt  a  orief  aoalysia  of 


the  arguments  which,  on  a  former  occasion,  I 
presented  at  large  to  uie  Senate. 

It  is  perhaps  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to 
say  something  of  the  character  of  the  resoln- 
tion  of  1834,  and  to  define  as  nearly  as  posable 
what  we  understood  it  to  import.  Gentlemen 
say  that,  in  its  terms,  it  conveyed  censure  of 
the  act  of  the  President,  and  pains  are  token  to 
show  that  its  words  imported  censure.  Now, 
sir,  this  argumeijt  was  wholly  nnnecessaiy: 
this  declaration  useless ;  a  simple  inquiry  wodd 
have  settled  the  fact ;  for,  so  far  as  I  was  con- 
cerned in  this  matter,  and  in  this  I  beliere  I 
differed  but  little  from  those  with  whom  I  act- 
ed, I  intended  no  prtuse — no  laudation  of  the 
President  or  his  executive  act ;  that  was  not 
my  object  in  voting  for  the  resolution.  I  thought 
the  President,  in  that  act,  had  broken  the  lavs 
and  violated  the  constitution  of  our  coontry; 
and  I  intended  to  say  so  :  I  meant  to  speak  the 
language  of  an  American  Senator,  ana  a  free 
American  citizen ;  and  the  same  language  which 
I  uttered  then  I  now  reiterate,  and  would  on  a 
like  occasion  again  imbody  it  m  the  form  of  a 
resolution.  It  has  also  been  said  that  this  reso- 
lution attributes  evil  motives  to  the  President, 
in  the  performance  of  this  act;  and  tbatthe 
act  charged,  as  against  the  constitution,  joined 
with  the  motive  imputed,  forms  the  subject  of 
impeachment.  This  is  wholly  unfounded  in 
&ot.  The  resolntion  attributes  no  motiTe 
whatever.  It  speaks  in  the  decorous.  Md,  at 
the  same  time,  dignified  language  in  whffih  one 
of  the  legislative  branches  of  our  Government 
may  properly  speak  of  the  Executive,  or  of  the 
co-ordinate  branch.  We  believed  that  the  legis- 
lative rights  and  powers  of  the  Senate  had  been 
encroached  upon  by  the  President ;  and  thalweg 
who  exercised  those  powers  for  the  time  beinft 
as  trustees  of  the  people,  were  called  upon  to 
defend,  or  at  least  to  assert  them.  This  body 
could  speak  in  that  matter  only  by  resolution ; 
and  by  that  means,  and  in  that  way,  we  did 
assert  its  rights  nnder  the  constitution,  and  ire 
declared  that  those  rights  had  been  violated ; 
but  we  charged  no  motive.  Gentlemen  insist 
that  there  is  impeachable  matter  charged  in  the 
face  of  this  resolntion ;  and,  when  we  deny  it 
because  no  motive  is  charged,  they  turn,  and 
say  we  have  abandoned  our  ground ;  that  wo 
soften  down  and  palliate,  to  avoid  the  effect  of 
our  own  act  This,  also,  is  putting  a  false  face 
upon  the  whole  matter.  I,  for  one,  personally, 
never  said  and  never  believed  that  the  Presi- 
dent was  actuated  in  this  matter  by  those  high 
motives  of  public  interest  which  ought  to  gov- 
ern the  Executive  of  a  great  nation.  I  never 
thought  so;  I  never  said  so;  and  I  have  not 
wavered  in  mf  opinion;  but  that  opinion 
which  was  ray  own,  was  never  incorporated 
into  the  resolution,  neither  in  language  nor  in 
substance.  Then,  let  the  resolntion  stand  for 
itself  and  speak  its  own  language ;  and  let  the 
opinions  of  each  of  those  who  supported  it  be 
their  own,  be  they  strong  or  weak  firm  or 
wavering ;  but  let  those  private  and  mdividnsl 
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Opinions  be  kept  distinct  from  the  resolntion, 
and  let  ns  be  met  in  the  argmnent  fairljr,  not 
misrepresented. 

I  presome  it  will  be  admitted  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  Congrees  and  the  Preadent,  conjoint- 
ITi  ^J  ^  i*^>  ^  place  the  pnblio  treasure  in 
such  a  sitoation  that  it  will  not  be  in  the  direct 
tnd  immediate  possession  and  control  of  the 
Fresdent.  Perhaps  I  ask  too  mnoh,  by  way 
of  concession,  conddering  the  temper  and 
diaracter  of  the  present  times ;  bnt  the  time 
has  been,  and,  I  trost,  will  be  again,  when  it 
wonld  strike  any  American  statesman  as  a  self- 
eridoit  proposition.  The  oonstitndon  declares 
that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  poblio 
n«asary  except  npon  appropriations  made  by 
law ;  and  if  the  Ezecntive  be  a  nnit,  as  has 
been  sometimes  contended ;  and  if  the  keeping 
of  the  treasure  be  necessarily  an  execative 
office ;  and  if  the  drawing  of  money  from  the 
Treasury  be  also  an  exeoutiye  office,  the  keep- 
ing of  tlie  treasure  and  the  drawing  from  the 
Tressory  be  both  done  by  the  samenand,  then 
haTe  the  framers  of  our  constitotion  failed, 
miserably  failed,  in  their  attempt  to  adjust  its 
checks  and  balances — ^in  their  attempt  to  place 
the  sword  and  the  purse  of  the  nation  in  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  hands.  To  say  that  money 
aiaH  not  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  except 
by  appropriations  made  by  law,  and  yet  place 
the  whole  treasure  of  the  nation  in  tne  hands 
of  the  Executive,  who  is,  (according  to  the 
political  creed  of  gentlemen,)  the  disbursing 
officer,  also  would  be  an  excess  of  weakness 
almost  approaching  to  idiocy. 

t^  then,  it  were  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
]^aee  the  public  treasure  out  of  the  immediate 
control  of  the  President,  it  was  done  in  the  law 
chartering  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  public  moneys  were  placed  in  deposit^in 
tbat  bank  by  law ;  the  bank,  therefore,  became 
the  Treasury ;  for  that  is  the  Treasury  where 
die  public  treasure  is  deposited  and  kept.  The 
oonstitntion  declares  that  money  shall  not  be 
drawn  from  this  Treasury  except  by  appropria- 
tions made  pursuant  to  law.  and  the  law  pro- 
rides  that  uie  deposits  (or,  in  other  words,  the 
treasure)  shall  remain  in  that  bank,  unless  re- 
moved by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (not 
by  the  President,)  and  for  reasons  which  he 

gie  Secretary)  shall  make  known  to  Congress. 
stand,  or  rather  so  stood,  the  constitution 
Ind  tbe  law — as  the  safeguards  of  the  public 
treasure.  Could  the  President  touch,  could  he 
possess  himself  ot,  that  treasure,  without  an 
mfraction  of  the  law  and  a  violation  of  the  oon- 
ititution)  Could  he,  by  a  straight-forward, 
iiredt  act,  in  his  own  name,  and  by  his  own 
power,  unuded  by  any  instrument  which  he 
might  fashion  for  himself^  or  which  the  consti- 
totion had  placed  in  his  hands  for  other  pur- 
poses T  If  ne  could  not,  is  the  act  the  less 
ul^gal  or  unconstitutional  when  done  by  indi- 
rection ?  All  admit  that  a  direct  order  from 
the  President  would  not  have  touched  public 
ftmds,  and  that  the  immediate  keepers  of  those 

You  xm^io 


ftmda  would  not  have  been  bound  to  obey,  or 
even  have  been  justified  in  obeying,  such  order. 
Bnt  the  law  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Preri- 
dent  an  instrument  with  which  it  could  be 
done,  and  with  which  it  was  done ;  and  I  shall 
now  show  that  it  was  done  by  putting  a  law- 
Ail  instrument  to  an  unlawful  use. 

The  constitution  places  the  collection  of  the 
revenues  of  the  United  States  in  Congress ;  and 
the  spirit  of  that  provision,  coupled  with  the 
other  providon  which  requires  a  law  of  Con- 
gress to  draw  money  from  the  Treasniy,  dearly 
fixes  the  custody  of  those  revenues,  when  col- 
lected, in  the  same  hands ;  and  the  several  lawa 
passed  shordy  after  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution, separating  our  Qovemment  into  Depart- 
ments, and  appointing  their  heads,  recognizo 
and  keep  up  this  principle.  In  those  acts  the 
Department  of  state  is  called  an  "executive 
Department."  So  with  the  Department  of 
War ;  and  both  communicate  directiy  with  the 
President,  and  not  with  Congress;  while  the 
Treasury  Department  is  not  styled  executive, 
and  is  made  to  communicate  directiy  with  Con- 

CB.  Thus  is  explained  the  intent  of  the 
lers  of  the  constitution,  and  the  under- 
standing which  a  contemporaneous  Congress 
had  of  Its  provisions. 

But  gentiemen  here  seize  upon  general  terms 
used  in  that  instrument,  and  would  make  them 
overturn  its  most  particular  and  express  pro- 
visions. The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Stbaitok)  says  that,  by  the  express  language  of 
the  constitution,  "all  executive  power  is  vested 
in  the  President."  The  Senator  has  interpok- 
ted  a  word,  and  an  important  one.  The  con- 
stitution does  not  say  "  all ; "  its  letter  does 
not,  its  spirit  does  not.  The  language  of  tbe 
constitution  Is,  "  the  executive  power,"  fto. ; 
but  gentlemen,  assuming  that  all  executive 
power  is  granted,  then  exercise  their  ii^genoity 
to  find  how  many  of  the  powers  of  our  Govern- 
ment may  be  called  executive ;  and  all  that  ean 
be  included  within  that  sweeping  and  nndefo- 
able  term  they  attribute  to  the  President  But 
the  constitution  does  not  say  "  all ;  "  and  if  it 
did,  the  term,  as  it  is  elsewhere  limited,  would 
not  justify  their  conclusions.  Another  clause 
in  the  constitution  does  grant  "  all  the  legisls- 
tive  powers  "  to  Congress ;  and  yet  the  same 
instrument,  in  another  of  its  artidee,  confers  a 
large  and  important  portion  of  those  powers 
upon  the  President.  The  judicial  power  is 
vested  in  a  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  shall  from 
time  to  time  appoint ;  and  yet  the  same  instm- 
ment  vests  in  the  Souate  of  the  United  States 
an  important  portion  of  those  Judicial  powers 
— the  trial  of  impeachments.  It  vests  in  the 
President  "  the  executive  power,"  and  in  an- 
other article  gives  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Stetes  a  most  important  share  in  that  executive 
power.  Oentlemen  who  contend  that  all  pow- 
er executive  in  its  nature  must  follow  this  gen- 
eral grant,  and  who  go  for  the  exact  separation, 
by  distinct  lines,  of  the  three  great  powers — 
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le^iitive,  esecative,  and  jndioUI — and  their 
investment  in  three  separate,  uncontrolled,  ir- 
responsible branches,  seem  to  me,  with  all 
deference,  to  understand  little  of  the  nature  of 
government.  If  those  powers  were  exactly 
separated,  so  that  each  stood  entirely  uncheck- 
ed and  alone,  the  executive  power,  being  the 
stronger — ^indeed,  the  only  power  capable  of 
action — shaving  drawn  to  itself,  and,  according 
to  gentlemen,  being  entitled  to,  the  custody  of 
the  treasure  of  the  nation,  woiUd  be  independ- 
ent of  all  others,  and  above  them  all,  and  aU 
must  be  absorbed  and  swallowed  up  in  its  vor- 
tex. 

I  have  said  that  the  executive  act  which  the 
resolution  of  March,  1834,  condemns,  was,  in 
the  language  of  that  resolution,  in  derogation 
of  both  the  constitution  and  law.  This  I  shall 
attempt  to  establish. 

It  was  against  law.  The  act  of  Oongress  incor- 
porating the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  a  law 
contuniog  in  itself  a  contract  as  soon  as  accept- 
ed by  the  bank,  and  it  was  a  contract  for  a  good 
and  valuable  consideration ;  this  contract  was 
violated  in  its  spirit  and  intent,  (and  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Stbakob)  will 
not,  I  presume,  deny  that  this  contract  had  a 
spirit  as  well  as  letter,  if  the  constitution  have 
none.)  It  was  violate  in  its  spirit,  and  so  vio- 
lated that,  as  between  individuals  in  a  parallel 
case,  an  action  of  law  could  have  been  sustained, 
and  damages  recovered.  This  contract  was, 
that  the  public  money  should  be  deposited  in 
the  bank,  and  shoald  be  continued  there  in 
deposit,  until  removed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  for  reasons  which  he  was  required  to 
lay  before  Oongress.  For  this,  among  other 
tilings,  the  bank  agreed  to  transmit  the  public 
funds,  wheresoever  wanted,  free  of  charge; 
and  it  paid,  in  cash,  a  large  bonus  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. IJnder  this  contract,  it  seems  to  me 
perfectly  obvious,  and  even  self-evident,  that 
the  public  deposits  could  not  be  removed,  un- 
less there  were  some  just  financial  cause  for 
removal.  It  could  not  be  done  to  try  experi- 
ments, nor  to  test  its  effect  upon  the  public 
mind,  but  for  some  fiscal  reason,  of  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  official  cogni- 
zance, and  which  he,  as  the  fiscal  agent,  could 
make  known  to  Congi-ess.  The  removal,  too, 
most,  in  order  to  conform  to  this  law,  be  an  act 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself— his 
own  official  act-— his  own  reason  approving,  and 
his  own  will  moving  him  to  its  execution.  It 
must  have  been,  likewise,  a  Secretary,  the  reg- 
ular officer  of  the  Grovernment  appointed  to 
perform  tlie  general  duties  of  that  office,  and 
to  whose  duties  this  was  but  incidental  and 
additional;  not  an  officer  appointed  for  the 
sole  and  only  purpose  of  doing  this  act,  and 
pledged  or  committed  to  the  act  before  his  ap- 
pointment. If  this  were  not  the  case,  the  ref- 
erence to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
-the  requirement  of  his  reasons,  were  but  a 
mockery,  a  crimiaal  evasion  of  right  and  jus- 
tice, which  would  stamp  fraud  upon  any  pri- 


vate contract.  I  have  thus  shown  what  ought 
to  have  been  done  according  to  a  fair  and  just 
construction  of  this  law  and  contract ;  I  will 
now  show  what  was  in  fact  done. 

Just  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  and 
but  a  few  weeks  after  an  inquiry  in  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  and  a  decision  that  the 
public  deposits  were  safe  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  President  set  on  foot  negotis- 
tions  with  the  State  banks,  with  a  view  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposits ;  this  without  the  con- 
sent or  concurrence  of  the  then  Secretry  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  removal,  but  with  his  known 
and  avowed  opinion  agtunst  the  propriety  as 
well  as  the  legality  of  the  act.  I  speak  now 
of  Secretary  McLane,  who  was  consulted  hy 
the  President,  and  required  to  do  the  deed.  He 
would  not  lend  himself  to  be  the  instrument 
for  any  such  purpose;  he  refused,  and  was 
removed  from  that  office,  to  a  higher,  it  is  true, 
but  removed  so  that  he  went  out  of  the  way, 
and  could  not  prevent  the  measure.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  deposits  could  not  legally 
be  removed  without  a  reason,  and  that  the 
reasons  alleged  as  existing  were  unfounded  or 
insufficient.  Now,  I  contend  that,  accor^g  to 
any  fair  construction  of  the  law,  the  bank  had 
a  right  to  the  judgment  of  Mr.  McLane,  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  that  subject,  and 
was  entitled  to  all  the  benefit  of  his  judgment 
and  his  volition ;  and  it  was  a  breach,  or, 
worse,  a  dishonest  evasion  of  that  contract,  ta 

Eut  that  Secretary  out  of  the  way,  his  opinion 
aving  been  taken,  and  because  his  opinion  was 
taken,  and  put  another  in  his  place  in  order  to 
try  the  experiment  upon  and  by  that  other, 
especiaUy  as  the  then  Secretary  was  not  evai 
accused  of  the  slightest  impropriety  in  hia 
judgment  or  in  hia  acts.  Ilis  promotion  to  a 
superior  office  shows  that  he  had  not  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  Executive.  Mr.  McLanewaa 
removed,  and  Mr.  Duane  appointed  specially 
to  perform  the  act.  He  was  ■  approached  on 
the  subject,  immediately  after  his  appointment 
in  a  manner  which  touched  his  spirit  ana 
wounded  his  pride,  and  by  an  individual  from 
whose  communion  he  shrunk  with  disgust 
He  was  pressed  by  the  President  himself,  but 
at  last  refused,  because  the  reasons  for  the  act 
were  insufficient,  and  he  was  removed ;  and  so 
far  as  executive  disappointment  and  party 
slander  could  do  it,  he  was  disgraced.  The 
President  then  called  in  a  third  Secretary,  who 
had  pronounced  an  opinion  before  his  appoint- 
ment ;  and  by  the  President,  through  him,  the 
act  was  done.  Now,  I  say  that,  if;  in  a  parallel 
case  between  individuals,  this  course  had  been 
pursued  by  one  party  towards  the  other,  any 
court  or  jury  would  decide,  any  honest  com- 
monity  would  declare,  that  the  contract  was 
violated — shamefully  violated. 

The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  ov- 
CHANAN,)  in  his  zeal  to  vindicate  the  actsof 
the  President,  and  testify  his  gratitude  to  Mm, 
has  done  injustice  to  some  of  his  own  constitn- 
ents — to  men,  in  aU  the  relations  of  life,  social 
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and  official,  as  correct  and  honorable  as  himsell 
Hie  g;entleman  said  that  the  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  political  effect, 
for  the  pnrpoee  of  operating  npon  the  elections, 
and  compiling  a  recharter  of  the  bank,  first 
tlirew  ont  a  large  amoont  of  bank  paper,  and 
created  a  delusive  prosperity ;  then  snddenly 
contracted  their  issues,  in  order  to  distress  the 
commnnitj,  and  make  them  cry  ont  for  a  re- 
charter.  This,  sir,  ia  not  tme  in  the  connection 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  ia  stated ;  it  is  not 
true  Ld  fact,  to  say  nothing  about  motive.  The 
bank  did  not  contract  its  issues  until  it  had 
received  notice — nnofScial,  it  is  true,  but  not 
onto  it  had  received  notice — that  the  deposits 
would  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the  executive 
power  and  influence  would  be  directed  against 
the  institution,  to  discredit  and  destroy  it.  The 
documents  laid  npon  our  table  during  tibat  a«i- 
itiing  session  conclusively  show  this  tact,  llie 
poblio  prints  of  the  day,  on  the  side  of  the 
administratioa,  show  it  The  roeecbes  of 
Senators  in  this  body  at  that  time  show  it.  By 
iH  these,  the  bank  was  declared  to  be  insolvent, 
and  unworthy  of  credit.  The  public  deposits 
were  stud  to  be  unsafe  in  its  vaults,  in  consc- 
ience of  that  insolvency;  and  the  agent 
appointed  by  the  President  to  settle  the  pre- 
lumnariea  of  a  contract  with  some  of  the  State 
bank^  dedarea  that  he  will  bring  the  Dank  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  reptile,  to  the  feet  of 
the  Executive.  Then,  with  all  this  executive 
power  md  executive  iiifluence  directed  against 
It;  with  this  large  amount  of  public  deposits 
to  be  suddenly  and  capriciously  withdrawn, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  party  press  re- 
minded through  the  Union  the  approaching 
prostration  and  destruction  of  the  bank ;  while 
the  institutioD  was  assailed  on  all  sides,  and 
uudrised  of  the  point  at  which  the  next  attack , 
was  to  be  made ;  I  ask  you,  sir,  and  I  ask  every 
candid  man,  whether  tiio  men  who  managed 
the  affiurs  of  that  institution,  whose  public  and 
whose  private  characters  also  were  in  a  high 
degree  mvolved  in  making  good  its  defence,  I 
uk  whether  they  can  be  censured,  with  any 
dx)w  or  color  of  justice,  for  using  all  the  lawful 
meaos  which  were  placed  in  their  hands  to 
ndain  aBd  support  the  credit  of  the  insti- 
tntioa. 

Sir,  not  only  their  duty  to  themselves^  bat 
their  duty  to  the  public  at  large,  required  it. 
If  that  bonk  had  fallen  beneath  the  weight  of 
flie  executive  arm,  it  would  have  dragged  down 
with  it  most  of  the  banks  in  the  Union,  and  it 
would  have  caused  much  individmd  distress, 
bankruptcy,  and  ruin.  Hence  every  principle 
of  self-preservation,  every  motive  of  patriotism 
*Dd  of  duty,  united  to  impel  those  men  to  use 
every  means  so  to  guard  and  fortify  and  defend 
tlieir  institution,  as  that  it  would  stand  the 
AocL  And  they  did  guard  it  and  defend  it  so 
that  it  withstood  a  power  before  which  the 
Bank  of  England  would  have  fallen,  even  in 
it«  most  palmy  days.  Perhaps  they  fortified 
their  fortress  more  stron^y  than  actual  neces- 


sity required;  perhaps  they  overrated  the 
stren^  of  the  enemy,  and  were  not  folly 
conscious  of  their  own ;  perhaps  they  re- 
nuuned  in  their  intrenchments  after  the  siege 
was  raised,  or  the  power  of  the  assulants  had 
become  exhausted ;  but  if  they  erred,  it  was 
on  the  side  not  of  danger  but*  of  duty,  and 
their  success  has  conferred  a  lasting  benefit  on 
the  country.  This  much  I  have  thought  proper 
to  say  in  behalf  of  those  gentlemen  with  whom 
I  have  some  acquaintance,  but  no  connection 
of  any  kind ;  and  I  say  it  as  an  act  of  common 
justice  towards  them,  who  have  been  attacked, 
and  whose  acts  have  been  misrepresented  on 
this  floor. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Stbakoe,)  in  the  abundance  of  his  charity, 
declares  that  he  does  not  accuse  Senators  of 
taking  bribes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
He  acquits  them  of  the  foul  charge,  as  he  really 
believes  they  were  not  bribed.  The  Senate 
are  much  indebted  to  the  honorable  member 
for  his  decree  of  acquittal,  especially  as  they 
never  constituted  him  their  fudge.  But  what 
right  has  he,  or  what  right  has  any  man  who 
is  not  himself  shameless,  in  the  presence  of  this 
body  or  elsewhere,  to  entertain  the  infamous 
proposition  for  a  moment;  to  speak  of  it  in 
terms  of  either  denial  or  belief;  to  refer  to  it 
at  'all,  except  to  consign  the  base  slanderers 
who  invented  and  who  uttered  it,  to  the  depth 
of  infamy  which  their  atrocious  falsehoods 
have  merited?  But  there  are  bounds  to  the 
liberality  of  the  Senator  from  North  Cajplina. 
He  thinks,  if  I  have  comprehended  him,  that 
gentlemen  here  who  were  cotmsel  for  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  may  have  been  warped  in 
their  feelings  and  judgment  from  that  cause,  to 
form  opinions  which  no  unbiassed  and  intelligent 
man  could  form,  and  to  do  acts  which  no  honest 
man  having  an  intellect  much  above  idiocy 
could  do.  The  Senator  has  not  told  us  where, 
or  how,  or  among  whom,  he  has  formed  his 
opinion  of  the  bar,  especially  of  those  who  are 
admitted  to  be  among  its  best  and  most  honors 
able  and  most  enlightened  members. 

[Mr.  Stsakob  explained:  did  not  say  that 
gentlemen  who  were  counsel  for  the  bank  were 
biassed  from  that  cause,  but  that  they  were 
warped  by  political  excitement.] 

I  am  happy  (said  Mr.  E.)  to  receive  the  ex- 
planation of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 
and  yet  I  am  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  how  he 
used  the  fact  of  the  employment  of  some 
gentlemen  as  legal  counsel  for  the  bankj  and 
the  statement  of  that  fact  following,  with  a 
"  but,"  the  general  acquittal  of  direct  and  naked 
bribery.  Bat  however  these  engagements  may 
have  been  supposed  by  him  or  others  to  operate 
on  the  minds  of  gentlemen  with  whom  they 
were  made,  they  certainly  never  affected  mine, 
as  I  never  was  in  any  case  the  counsel  of  that 
institution.  Still,  I  know  not  but  the  same 
influence  may  be  brought  equally  home  to  me, 
for  I  in  several  cases  profited  by  the  litigation 
of  the  bank,  by  engagements  on  the  opposite 
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aide,  which  engagements  I  ahoold  never  have 
had,  if  there  had  been  no  hank  to  brioK  suits 
against  those  who  employed  me  to  defend 
them.  So  that,  on  the  whole,  I  believe  I  must 
even  share  with  my  friends  here,  whom  I  have 
sometimes  met  in  Uie  hall  below,  where  jnstioe 
is  still  administered,  and  where  truth  and 
reason  and  law  are  not  yet  outraged  or 
qinmed.  I  must  even  content  myself  to  share 
with  them  in  the  imputation  of  that  bios  which 
oounsellorg  at  law  are  supposed  to  feel  in 
behalf  of  those  through  whose  means  they 
obtain  a  cause  in  a  court  of  Justice. 

Bat  I  do  not  admit  that  the  Senator's  charge, 
as  explained,  approaches  nearer  to  the  truth 
than  that  which  I  had  mistaken  for  it,  and 
-which  he  has  just  corrected.  I,  for  one,  was 
not  moved  in  wis  matter  by  political  interest 
or  political  excitement.  It  was  a  subject  for 
cool  deliberation  and  sober  judgment,  and  I 
brought  the  powers  of  my  mind  calmly  and 
patiently  to  act  upon  it ;  and  when  fall  convic- 
tion followed  investigation,  and  my  opinion  was 
fixed,  I  acted  in  obeidience  to  the  dictates  of 
that  judgment,  not  under  excitement — unless, 
indeed,  a  strong  feeling  of  attachment  to  those 
abstractions  called  law  and  right,  which  at 
some  times,  and  in  some  minds,  warms,  and 
kindles,  and  glows  to  enthusiasm,  is  to  be  called 
by  that  name. 

I  have  said,  and  have  attempted  to  ahow, 
that  the  act  of  the  President,  in  the  removal 
of  the  deposits,  was  illegal.  The  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  cannot  conceive  it  possible  that 
any  nAn  can  hold  such  an  opinion ;  but  he  tells 
08  that  he  was  himself  startled  at  the  boldness 
of  the  act:  he  feared  the  people  would  not 
sustun  it.  And  permit  me,  with  all  deference, 
to  say  to  that  gentleman,  that  if  the  people  had 
not  sustained  it,  he  would  then  have  been 
startled  at  its  illegality.  I  thought  it  ille^ ; 
BO  thought  twenty-eight  out  of  forty-eight 
Senators  in  this  body ;  so  thought  MoLwe, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  so  thought  Duane, 
who  was  made  Secretary  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  doing  the  act  And  when  they  thought  so, 
their  political  feelings  and  their  personal  pre- 
dilections were  all  on  the  side  of  those  doing 
the  act  which  their  judgments  condemned. 
This  same  act,  sir,  which  startled  the  Senator 
fitom  North  Carolina  in  his  private  retreat, 
startled  also  the  nation ;  and  the  sensation  did 
not  subside  until  they  and  he  had  become  used 
and  reconciled  to  new  and  extravagant  acts  of 
executive  power.  There  are  other  gentlemen 
now  on  this  floor  who  condemned  taia  act  in 
itio  strongest  terms,  until  they  knew  that  the . 
popular  voice  would  sustain  it.  The  Senator 
from  Virginia  near  me,  (Mr.  Rives,)  at  the 
dose  of  the  last  session,  in  a  speech  which,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  has  never  found  its  way  into 
the  public  papers,  declared  that  in  this  act  he 
thought  the  Executive  had  gone  to  the  very 
verge  of  the  constitution,  but  that  he  had  not 
overstepped  it.  I  differed  from  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  in  this  only :  I  thought  he  had 


not  only  gone  to  the  verge  of  the  constitatioiul 
boundary,  but  that  he  had  broken  over  it. 
That  gentleman  and  myself  were  separated  In 
opinion  by  a  mere  maUiematical  line — ^length, 
without  breadth  or  thickness — for  he  thonght^ 
and  so  said  on  the  occasion  I  have  referred  to, 
that  the  custody  of  the  public  treasure  be- 
longed, by  the  constitution,  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  States  and  of  the  people ;  and  that 
almost  any  sacrifice  ought  to  be  made,  in  otder 
to  restore  it  to  their  hands.  But  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina — whose  opinion,  since  he 
has  recovered  from  the  first  surprise  that  the 
executive  act  occasioned,  is,  on  this  subject 
especially,  entitied  to  a  very  great  weight- 
thinks  that  no  man,  possessing  both  hones^ 
and  sense,  could  vote  for  the  resolution  wMdi 
passed  the  Senate. 

[Mr.  Sthanob.  I  did  not  say  so.  I  sdd 
they  conld  not,  unless  under  strong  previons 
bias.] 

Mr.  Ewnro.  The  explanation  amounts  to  bnt 
littie.  A  bias  which  destroyed  the  honesty  or 
obscured  the  sense,  is  now  introduced  and  at- 
tributed, to  lighten  the  odium  of  the  charge 
which  his  unqualified  language,  as  I  understood 
it,  cast  upon  the  former  mtyonty  of  this  body. 
Aid  now,  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  who  be- 
lieved the  President  had  gone  to  the  very 
verge  of  the  constitution,  and  had  then  pos- 
sessed himself  of  the  treasure  which,  by  that 
constitution,  belonged  to  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina, who  was,  in  private,  "  startled  "  by  the 
boldness  of  the  act,  until  he  found  that  the 
people  sustained  it,  are  ready  to  vote  censure 
and  obloquy  upon  those  Senators  who  ventured 
to  express  an  opinion,  before  they  knew  whether 
that  opinion  would  be  sustained  by  the  popular 
voice  or  not.  For  one,  I  respect  not  their 
opinions,  so  elicited  and  so  expressed ;  and  I 
scorn  their  censure  and  their  reproach.  Tinien 
men  use  language  harsh  or  vindictive,  or  utter 
degrading  charges  against  others  at  least  as 
honorable  as  tnemselves,  they  seize  a  two- 
edged  sword,  which  often  wounds  the  hand  that 
wields  it.  I  am  willing  to  stand  in  the  ranks 
in  which  I  then  stood,  and  now  stand,  and 
receive  their  onset,  no  matter  how  fierce  and 
how  furious.  I  am  willing  to  risk  the  character 
of  the  m^ority  which  passed  that  resolution, 
for  integrity  and  intelligence,  and  independence 
of  thought  and  of  action,  agtunst  this  majority) 
which  is  now  the  instrument  of  its  repudiation. 
And  if,  in  connection  with  the  pregnant  inci- 
dents of  the  times,  the  names  of  those  who 
have  taken  part  in  the  moving  scenes  should 
descend,  and  pass  in  review  before  postenty, 
I  feel  that  I  have  well  chosen  the  rank  in 
which  my  humble  name  shall  stand  to  receive 
the  judgment  of  that  august  tribunal. 

I  find  that  I  am  desultory  and  diffuse  in  my 
coarse  of  discussion,  but  time  was  not  aUowed 
me  to  prepare  to  be  connected  and  brief  I 
have  shown  that  the  removal  of  the  deposits 
was  in  violation  of  a  contract,  and  against  law. 
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I  di&Q  now  endeavor  to  nuke  good  the  podtion 
tiukt  it  was  in  violation  of  the  oonBtttation.  For 
this,  a  few  words  win  suffice ;  for  it  flows  as  a 
oonseqaenoe  from  the  iUegalitjr  of  the  act  of 
ranoval,  and  the  conceded  point  that  the  Legis- 
latore,  and  not  the  Executive,  is  the  constitn- 
tional  keeper  and  goardian  of  the  public  treas- 
ure. Tlie  President,  if  he  had  seized  that 
treasure  by  an  act  of  open  and  direct  violence, 
and  become  himself  the  keeper,  in  defiance  of 
legidative  aathority,  would,  hj  the  concurrent 
opinion  of  aU  here,  nave  violated  that  constitu- 
tK>n  which  made  the  Legislature  its  keeper. 
But  il^  throng  the  exercise  of  a  power  which 
the  law  (not  the  oonstitnlion)  placed  in  his 
hands  for  other  purposes,  he  md  by  lawfhl 
means  effect  this  unconstitutional  object,  does  it 
vary  the  case,  or  make  the  violation  of  the 
eonstitntion  less  certain?  The  President  had 
by  law  a  rixht  to  remove  the  Secretary  of  the 
TrMsnry,  though  he  had  no  right  to  seize  the 
public  treasure;  but,  through  the  exercise  of 
diat  power  of  removal,  exerted  for  that  distinct 
and  avowed  purpose,  and  that  purpose  only,  he 
did  seize  upon  the  pnblic  treasure,  and  dispose 
of  it  aecoraing  to  his  wilL  He  used  a  lawfU 
ves^n  to  do  an  illegal  and  unconstitutional 
•et  This  is  not  difficult  to  be  comprehended. 
Amanhas  a  legal  right  to  use  his  own  walking- 
stick  -,  yet  it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  he  may 
use  it  illegally.  The  Senator  from  Virginia 
admits  that  ^e  President  almost  violated  the 
constitution.  "He  marched  to  its  verge."  I 
say  he  overstepped  it. 

These  are  my  reasons  for  thinking  and  for 
voting  that  the  executive  act  of  the  President 
in  the  case  referred  to,  was  not  in  accordance 
witii  the  constitution  and  law,  but  in  violation 
of  both ;  and  I  care  not  how  lightiy  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  may  speak  of  either  the 
sense  or  honesty  which  dictated  that  opinion 
and  that  TOte.  Language  such  as  his  on  this 
oceamon  falls  harmless  to  the  ground,  or  recoils 
on  him  who  utters  it. 

Having  proved  the  statement  in  the  resolution 
true,  the  next  Inquiry  is  as  to  our  right  to 
^read  it  on  the  record.  Oentiemen  on  the 
aide  of  the  administration  heap  upon  the  act, 
in  this  aspect  of  it,  the  terms  "shameful,'' 
"ffisgracefol,"  "flagrant  impropriety  " — all  the 
^ithets  of  detestation  and  abhorrence  which 
those  diligent  gentlemen  have  been  able  to 
collect  and  amass  from  our  whole  vocabulary. 
But  let  this  pass;  it  amounts  to  little.  Re- 
proach and  violence  from  those  who  profess  to 
pass  judgment,  leaves  an  intelligent  public  (to 
whom  is  the  final  appeal)  impressed  with  uie 
conviction  that  the  discretion  of  the  judge  was 
lost  in  his  own  passion.  They  probab^  will 
not  stop  to  inquire  what  has  be«ome  of  his  pro- 
priety. On  the  one  hand,  towards  the  former 
m^ority  of  the  Senate  we  have  vituperation 
and  reproach  fit  to  be  cast  only  on  a  tenant  of 
^ew^te,  by  a  felon  like  himself:  and  towards 
ttie  President  tirade  upon  tirade  of  ftilsome 
flattery,  which  would  make  even  a  coquette  turn 


sick.  Let  an  this  go  to  the  country;  a  disooa- 
ing  pnblic  will  see  what  I  see — motives  not  to 
be  named  or  avowed,  lying  deep  in  the  breaste 
of  those  who  say  and  do  these  things— deep, 
but  not  hidden,  and  prompting  them,  or  rather 
goading  them  on  to  the  act.  As  the  deed  is  to 
be  done,  I  am  glad  it  comes  in  the  form,  and  i« 
pressed  in  the  spirit  and  temper  which  here 
discloses  itself;  for,  being  bo  done,  it  wiU  be 
repudiated  as  authority,  either  as  to  opinion 
or  tact,  by  eveiy  honest  and  candid  mind. 

Why  was  it  improper  or  indelicate  to  paas 
this  resolution,  if  the  facts  and  opinions  set 
forth  in  it  be  true  and  correct!  Gentlemen 
say  we  may  not  express  our  opinion  of  the  act, 
because  we  may  possiblv  be  the  triers  of  the 
actor.  The  President  might,  by  possibiUty,  be 
impeached,  and  we,  as  a  Senate,  would  be  called 
upon  to  irj  him ;  tiierefore,  it  was  inddieate 
and  improper  to  give  an  opinion  beforehand 
which  mignt  influence  our  decision  hereafto'. 
Now,  my  answer  to  this  is,  that  the  question 
of  deUcacy  and  propriety  here  put,  is  merely 
of  a  personal  nature,  and  addresses  itself  to 
each  individual  member  rather  than  to  the 
whole  body;  for  the  Senate,  as  a  body,  was 
not  committed  to  any  thing  by  that  resolution. 
Suppose,  then,  at  the  time  these  resohiti(»s 

Easaed,  with  the  fbU  knowledge  that  aU  of  us 
ad  of  the  power  of  the  Executive  and  the 
state  of  parties  in  the  other  Hoose ;  suppose 
any  one  here,  being  asked  privately  his  opinion 
on*  the  subject,  had  declined,  as  a  matter  of 
delicacy,  to  give  it,  lest  he  should  be  committed, 
in  case  of  an  impeachment  preferred  .against 
the  President,  which  would  you  have  consid- 
ered it,  a  serious  scruple,  or  rather  an  idle  jestt 
The  truth  is,  there  is  nothing  in  the  point,  nor 
am  I  able  to  convince  myself  that  any  man 
("  except  under  strong  political  bias  ")  can  be- 
lieve there  is  any  thing  in  it  As  for  mysett 
I  knew  there  was  to  b«  no  impeachment,  and 
no  trial ;  and  my  own  opinion  of  propriety  and 
right  was  then,  as  it  is  now,  the  gmde  of  my 
own  actions.  The  President  had  done  an  act 
violatory  of  the  constitution,  and  espedaUy 
aflfecting  the  powers  and  rights  of  this  Dody  aa 
one  of  the  legislative  branches  of  the  Gk>vem- 
ment.  What  was  to  be  donet  Beassert  the 
constitution  and  the  rights  of  the  Senate  by 
law  ?  The  executive  veto  was  ready  to  give  a 
quietus  to  every  law  which  you  might  have 
attempted  to  pass.  He  had  possessed  himself 
of  the  public  treasure,  and  yon  could  pass  no 
law  to  wrest  it  from  his  hands.  What  was  to 
be  done  ?  Be  calm,  say  gentlemen ;  be  quiet ; 
make  no  disturbance ;  it  is  qoite  startiing ;  but 
say  nothing ;  the  country  can  stand  it ;  and 
perhaps,  if  yon  are  sUent  and  patient  under 
this,  the  President  may  commit  no  more  acts 
of  violence ;  but,  if  you  irritate,  he  may  do  stin 
worse  thines.  They  therefore  would  have  re- 
coinmended  silence  and  submission. 

The  Senate,  as  a  legislative  body,  has  the 
right  to  assert  its  own  powers  by  virtue  of  that 
fint  of  nature's  laws,  self-preservation.     A 
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body  oon^xxsed  of  nnmeroas  members  can 
Q>eak  only  hj  some  prescribed  form,  such  as 
■B  order  or  reeolation ;  and  as,  in  this  case,  their 
ecnstitational  powers  were  assailed,  it  was 
titeir  daty,  their  solemn  dnty,  to  reassert  them, 
that  the  invasion  might  not  stand  without  ob- 
jection or  contradiction,  and  thus  become  a 
binding  precedent  in  Aitare  times. 

The  resolntion  of  the  Senate  is  also  objected 
to  as  one  conobed  in  terms  of  censure  agdnst 
the  President;  it  is  said  to  be  reproachful  in 
its  language  and  its  import  Believing  that  I 
have  established  the  position  that  the  resolu- 
tion is  true  in  point  of  fact  and  opinion,  and 
that  it  was  due  to  the  rights  of  this  body, 
which  we  were  delegated  by  the  States,  for  the 
time  being,  to  guard  and  protect,  that  we  should, 
in  a  resolution  couched  in  some  language,  assert 
those  rights ;  I  now  ask  any  candid  man. 
whether  a  partisan  of  the  President  or  not,  if 
he  can  devise  any  language,  conveying  the  sub- 
stance and  sense  of  that  resolution,  wnich  shall 
be  more  decorous  and  more  courteous  than 
thatt  Can  you,  sir,  convey  the  idea  in  milder, 
more  dignified,  and  more  appropriate  language? 
It  ia  true  it  contains  no  compliment,  no  adula- 
tion. This  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has 
discovered,  and  therefore  condemns  it.  That 
gentleman,  in  reference  to  the  President,  uses 
the  word  "  immaculate,"  which  I  never  before 
heard  ^iplied  to  but  one  created  being,  and 
that  in  worship.  This  resolution  contams  no 
such  term,  as  applied  to  the  President ;  anl  I 
think  I  would  not  now,  if  it  were  agun  before 
the  Senate,  move  to  insert  the  word,  even  if 
that  would  gain  for  it  the  vote  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania. 

In  Enghind,  from  which  we  derive  our  free 
institutions,  and  to  which  we  still  refer  for  pre- 
cedent of  parliamentary  independence,  (God 
knows  how  long  those  examples  may  be  en- 
dured,) in  Englattd  it  is  not  deemed  the  duty 
of  Parliament  to  address  the  King,  or  to  answer 
his  address,  in  terms  only  of  acquiescence  and 
praise.  The  British  Parliament  represents  a 
mo  people,  and  they  have  not  forgotten  to 
q>eak  the  language  of  freemen;  and  did  any 
one  ever  hear  of  an  attempt  in  that  body  to 
cast  reproach  upon  itself  or  any  of  its  members, 
because  they  ventured  in  such  address  to  move 
or  to  express  disapprobation  of  the  acts  of 
their  monarch,  or  to  assert  their  own  rights  or 
tiie  rights  of  the  people  ?  It  certainly  has  not 
been  deemed  a  cause  for  expunging  their  jour- 
nals, that  they  contain  sometning  disagreeable  to 
mi^esty.  There  was  a  time,  it  is  true,  as  late 
fit  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First,  when  the 
King  sent  into  the  House  of  Commons  his  war- 
rant to  arrest  and  imprison  members  for  words 
ottered  on  the  floor  of  Parliament ;  but  that 
time  has  gone  by.  Great  Briton,  moving  in 
the  direction  towards  freedom  and  the  i>erfect- 
ing  of  free  institutions,  has  long  since  pa»ed 
that  point,  and  we,  tending  as  rapidly  towards 
despotic  power,  have  not  yet  qmte  reached  it. 
When  ve  look  i^  British  preoedeuts  and  refer 


to  British  history,  we  ought  not  to  forget  that 
they  and  we  have  started  at  different  points^ 
and  are  moving  in  different  directions.  They, 
beginning  with  an  irregular  and  almost  despotic 
monarchy,  with  undefined  powers,  checked  qnly 
by  the  strength  of  the  feudal  aristocracy,  have 
marched  onwards  slowly  but  steadily,  step  by 
step,  towards  the  perfection  of  a  tree  and  rep- 
resentative Government;  and  perhaps  they 
are  still  moving  onward.  TVe,  commencing 
with  a  pure  constitutional  representative  Gov- 
ernment, with  justiy  balanced  powers,  h«ve 
rushed  onward  with  a  velocity  almost  incon- 
ceivable towards  despotism,  if  it  be  decorooi 
to  call  that  despotism  which  concentrates  all 
the  powers  of  the  Government  in  a  single  man, 
and  makes  his  will  the  law.  If,  in  oar  different 
course,  we  should  meet  our  great  archetype^ 
and  find,  at  some  one  moment  of  our  history, 
our  Government  to  be  what  hers  is  or  was,  m 
are  not  to  suppose  that  our  career  is  thence- 
forward to  be  the  same.  K  we  meet,  we  pass 
with  the  swiftness  of  moving  engines,  so  that 
we  can  scarcely  catch  a  glance  of  that  which 
we  have  met,  and  frt>m  which  we  are  pasaog. 
Mr.  President,  every  thing  intrinsic  and  ex- 
trinsio,  all  that  can  catch  the  popular  ear  or 
enlist  one  vulgar  passion,  no  matter  how  low 
and  base,  is  resorted  to  by  gentiemen  who  ought 
to  be,  and  who  are,  honorable,  to  snstun  them 
in  the  commisaon  of  this  act.  The  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives,)  could  jou  credit  it, 
sir,  says  that  this  Senate,  which  is  one  of  the 
constitutional  departments  of  our  Government, 
jmd  without  which  the  form  as  well  as  the 
essence  of  our  Government  could  not  exist; 
that  this  Senate,  of  which  he  himself  is  a 
member,  and  which  a  common  but  very  homely 
proverb  might  teach  him  he  could  not  dishonor 
without  self-degradation ;  this  Senate,  he  says, 
is  essentially  an  aristocratic  body,  riding  upon 
the  backs  of  the  people.  Do  we  hear  that  her& 
and  from  such  a  source,  or  was  I  deceived! 
Who  are  they  that  compose  the  aristocracy  of 
this  body  f  Men  elected  by  the  State  to  dis- 
charge, for  a  time,  an  important  trust;  and 
who,  when  that  trust  is  discharged,  and  the 
period  of  their  service  ended,  return  again  to 
the  common  mass  from  which  they  were  taken ! 
Aristocracy  I  Where  is  the  danger,  where  i» 
the  possibility,  of  an  aristocratic  order  rising 
up  m  this  Union  t  Look  about  you  every- 
wnere:  men  who  hold  the  highest  stations, 
and  wield  the  greatest  influence,  and  evffli 
wealth,  spring  from  the  common  ranks  of  the 
people.  Their  power  and  their  influence  they 
cannot  transmit ;  and,  as  to  their  wealth,  when 
the  hand  that  gathered  and  the  hand  which 
holds  it  shall  moulder  in  the  dust,  it  is  scattered 
to  the  four  winds  of  heaven ;  it  goes  to  build  up 
and  enrich  the  son  of  the  hsu^-handed  yeoman ; 
and  the  children's  children  of  him  who  count- 
ed his  gold  by  millions  become,  not  beggars, 
but  common  laborers  in  our  streets.  Where, 
then,  is  the  duiger  of  aristocracy  in  America  f 
There  is  one  source  from  which  it  may  flow  ii) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATI8  OF  OONGRESS. 


ISl 


jAmuar,  1887.] 


[S. 


npoo  OS,  and  one  onl;'.  'When  oar  public  offices 
become  tranamissible  by  the  will  of  the  incum- 
bent to  his  saccessor ;  when  the  men  who  hold 
station  can  direct  the  line  throogh  which  the 
■accession  to  that  station  shall  descend,  whether 
by  birth  to  the  son.  or  by  >4>pointment  to  the 
fiiTorite,  we  have,  in  substance,  a  monarchy, 
and  we  have  an  aristocracy,  in  the  classic 
language  of  the  Senator,  "  riding  on  the  backs 
of  the  people  ; "  nay,  we  have  worse,  a  shame- 
ful, corrupt,  and  corrupting  oligarchy. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bu- 
ohaxan)  says  that  the  Senate  is  merely  called 
upon  to  reiodge  its  own  justice;  in  other 
words,  to  determine  whether  the  opinion  it 
expresised  was  correct  or  not.  Batis  thistnie? 
Is  that  the  act  to  which  the  majority  of  the 
Senate  is  now  proceeding  i  If  so,  it  were  but 
an  expressioa  of  opinion  adverse  to  opinions 
heretofore  expressed  by  a  former  m^ority,  and 
entirely  consistent  with  gentlemanly  intercourse 
and  feeling.  But  no  such  thing.  No ;  it  is 
placed,  and  it  is  pressed,  as  a  vote  of  censure 
and  opprobrtnm  upon  the  former  m^ority.  The 
gentleman  fi-om  Pennsylvania,  it  seems,  once 
mtended  it  shonid  assume  a  form  consistent 
Tith  the  courtesy  and  propriety  of  legislative 
bodies.  Ho  promised  tine  strlkiag  out  of  the 
obnoxious  word  "  expunge,"  and  so  the  resolu- 
tion was  to  have  passed ;  and  what  strong 
motive,  or  strong  offence,  could  have  induced 
the  Senator  to  abandon  his  conciliatory  course, 
and  ogain  poison  the  resolution  with  insult  and 
reproach  ?  What,  think  yon,  could  have  so 
driven  him  from  his  propriety  ?  Why,  truly  a 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  some  two  years 
since,  moved  to  lay  the  ezpimging  resolution, 
yhen  so  amended,  on  the  table ;  that  was  the 
insult:  a  motion  to  lay  a  resolution  on  the 
table  is  the  mighty  insult  which  swells  the 
hearts  of  gentlemen  almost  to  bursting  with 
patriotic  indignation,  and  which  justifies  aU 
this  harsh  and  ruthless  violence.  Hence  the 
word  "expunge"  in  the  body  of  the  resolu- 
tion— hence  a  recital  charged  with  as  harsh 
and  injorioas  imputation  as  gentlemen  can  use 
towards  each  other,  if  not  more  harsh  and 
more  iignriona.  The  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania says  he  wished  to  be  saved  the  necessity 
of  compelling  the  Senate  to  vote  this  stigma 
iroon  themselves.  Who,  I  ask,  gave  him,  and 
those  with  whom  he  acts,  power,  and  who  gave 
them  impunity,  to  fix  stigmas,  or  compel  stig- 
mas, upon  men,  in  all  things  honorable,  their 
equals  at  least?  Who  cares  for  their  stigma 
or  their  censure  f  I,  for  one,  cast  tliem  to  the 
winds.  I  despise,  I  trample  upon  them.  Sir, 
sinoe  it  has  been  determined  that  a  resolntion 
in  any  form  inconsistent  with  the  resolntion  of 
March,  1834,  should  pass ;  and  since  there  is  at 
last  a  m^onty  in  the  Senate  ready  to  obey  the 
mandate,  I  am  glad  once  again  that  it  contains 
snbstance,  and  has  assumed  a  form,  which  will 
fcrever  destroy  it  as  authority  for  the  future ; 
and  when  it  comes  to  an  issue  such  as  this, 
veracity,  and  honor,  and  character  bronght  into 


collision,  I  fear  not  the  issue  of  the  contest,  and 
I  care  not  with  what  weapons  it  is  waged.  All 
at  last  results  in  an  appeal  to  the  country  and 
to  future  times.  Ana  if  this  resolntion  hM 
been  couched  in  language  of  decent  sobriety ; 
if  it  had  been  in  its  terms  calm,  dispassionate, 
and  strong,  it  would,  by  virtue  of  the  names 
which  support  it,  have  carried  with  it  much 
weight  and  authority;  but  now  there  is  no 
danger  of  this ;  the  resolution  itself,  and  the 
speeches  with  which  \t  is  ushered  in,  show  the 
spirit  by  which  it  is  moved.  Sir  Edward  Coke, 
*at  a  time  when  he  was  himself  a  sycophant! 
called  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  "  a  spider  of  hell," 
because  Raleigh  was  unhappily  out  of  favor 
with  his  sovereign ;  yet,  no  one  at  this  day 
esteems  Coke  the  more  or  Raleigh  the  less  for 
this  outpouring  of  malignity.  Edmund  Saun- 
ders, in  the  report  of  one  of  his  cases  at  law, 
says  that  Twysden  (Justice)  gave  judgment  in 
furore;  and  he  adds,  in  his  quiet  manner, 
"  note,  reader,  his  Judgment  was  clearly 
wrong ; "  and  such  has  been  the  universal 
opinion  of  the  profession  since ;  and  snch  will 
be  the  opinion,  a  prUyri,  of  mankind,  as  to 
every  judiciid  decision,  and  every  act  of  a 
deliberative  body,  which  is  the  result  of  pasdon 
rather  than  of  reason  and  judgment 

The  minority  of  the  Senate,  who  are  moving 
on,  or,  perhaps,  more  properly  speaking,  moved 
on,  to  the  destruction  of  the  journals,  ought  to 
consider  well  the  act  which  they  are  about  to 
perform.  The  constitution,  which  we  and  they 
are  sworn  to  support,  requires  that  the  Senate 
shall  "keep"  a  journal  of  their  proceedings; 
much  useless  learning  was  expended  npon  this 
word  at  the  last  session.  We  know  its  mean- 
ing without  consulting  our  dictionaries;  its 
popular  sense  is  its  true  sense.  The  fromers 
of  the  constitution  did  not  search  books  for  the 
definition  of  the  word,  but  understood  it  and 
used  it  in  its  plain  and  obvious  sense ;  and  they 
would  have  been  astonished  if  it  had  been  told 
them  that  that  word  could  ever  become  the 
subject  of  cavil.  That  it  has  so,  and  that  it  is 
now  the  doctrine  of  the  m^ority  that  the.  de- 
struction of  the  record  is  no  infraction  of  the 
constitution,  which  requires  that  it  shall  be 
kept,  is  a  touchstone  by  which  the  value  of 
their  judgment  against  the  former  m^ority  of 
the  Senate  may  be  tested.  It  is  a  matter  that 
every  man  of  plain  common  sense  can  under- 
stand and  decide,  as  well  as  the  most  learned 
and  most  wise ;  and  they  can,  from  this  speci- 
men, determine  how  much  weight  is  due  to  the 
opinions  of  men  who  hold  that  to  erase,  to  blot 
out,  to  expanse,  is  not  inconsistent  with  the 
command  "to  keep,"  to  which  command  we  all 
have  sworn  obedience.  I  will  not  touch  the 
miserable  sophistry  by  which  gentlemen  at- 
tempt to  evade  the  meaning  and  wrest  the  sense 
of  tnis  provision  of  the  constitution :  it  doee 
not  merit  a  reply. 

The  constitution  of  Pennsylvania  is  sabstan- 
tially  copied,  in  this  particular,  from  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ;  like  that,  it  con- 
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tains  a  proyision  that  both  Hoases  Bhall  keep  a 
journal.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  many 
y.ears  ago,  while  a  member  of  one  branch  of 
that  Legislatni^,  moved  a  resolution  declaring 
that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  constitntion  to 
ezptmge  any  thing  from  the  jonmal  once  en- 
tered there.  He  is  of  the  same  opinion  still ; 
and  he  proposes  to  be  consistent,  and  yet  vote 
for  expunging  what  is  entered  on  the  journals 
of  this  body,  under  a  precisely  similar  constitu- 
tional provision.  Could  any  man,  who  had  not 
beard  nim,  ooqjeotnre  how  this  could  be  done  ? 
The  word  tsi^nge  has,  he  says,  a  literal,  and  it 
has  also  a  metaphorical  meaning ;  and  the  re- 
cords of  the  Senate  are  to  be  expunged  meta- 
phorically. What  a  farce,  if  its  atrocity  would 
permit  us  to  look  upon  it  as  a  subject  of  ridi- 
cule I  But  who  could  avoid  smiling,  even  in 
the  midst  of  bitterness,  to  see  the  array  of  au- 
thorities which  the  erudite  Senator  adduced  to 
show  that  the  word  ''  expunge  "  is  used  meta- 
phorically in  cases  where  it  cannot  have  a  lit- 
eral application  ?  He  has  shown  us  examples 
in  whicn  good  writers  speak  of  expunging  forms 
of  government,  systems  of  religion,  and  the 
Tices  of  men — all  clearly  metaphorical,  and 
known  at  once  to  be  so,  because  they  are  not 
Bosoeptible  of  the  literal  and  physical  applioar 
tion  of  the  term.  Tou  cannot  draw  a  olack 
line  over,  nor  can  you  draw  black  lines  round, 
a  "form  of  government,"  for  you  cannot  touch 
it  or  handle  it,  thongh  you  may  mar  its  sym- 
metry and  destroy  its  strength ;  nor  can  you 
take  physical,  tangible  hold  of  systems  of  reli- 
gion or  of  human  vices ;  hence  the  terms  yon 
q>ply  to  them  are  necessarily  metwhorical, 
whether  you  expunge,  uproot,  or  demolish 
them.  But  if  you  expunge  a  writing  which  is 
on  paper,  or  uproot  a  tree  or  shrub,  or  demol- 
ish a  building,  the  words  then  have  their  literal 
meaning,  capable  only  of  literal,  physical  appli- 
cation-, and  he  who  pretends  to  use  it  under 
those  circumstances  metaphorically,  wrests  the 
word  from  its  true  use,  and  gives  it  a  false 
application.  Expunge  metaphorically  1  The 
disquisition  of  the  learned  gentleman  reminds 
me  of  the  death  of  two  doughty  heroes  in  a 
fatal  battle,  commemorated  in  tiie  "Bap«  of 
the  Lock"— 

"One  died  in  milaplior,  and  one  in  song." 

It  wUl  be  seen  at  once  that  the  thonght  is 
much  better  in  a  burlesque  poem  than  fai  grave 
debate  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 

But  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has  spread 
cheering  prospects  before  us;  a  bright  vista, 
opening  amid  the  surrounding  gloom,  to  delight 
onr  vision.  This,  he  says,  is  the  last  exciting 
subject  that  is  to  agitate  our  councils ;  we  are 
to  have  a  halcyon  season ;  all  is  to  be,  hence- 
forth, quiet,  and  kindness,  and  peace.  But  he 
has  not  told  us  how  these  things  are  to  be 
brought  to  pass ;  whether  this  is  the  last  act 
of  violence  that  is  to  be  perpetrated  by  the  ma- 
jority against  the  constitution  of  their  country 
and  the  rights  of  this  body ;  or  whether  he  sup- 


poses that,  by  tliis,  the  spirit  of  liberty  is  to  be 
crushed,  and  we  are  to  be  awed  to  silence  aod 
submission.  I  will  suppose  the  first,  as  it  bet- 
ter accords  with  the  kmdness  which  he  still 
entertains  for  those  whose  ri^ts  and  feelings 
he  Las  most  outraged ;  and  if  so,  his  language 
may  be  rendered  into  brief,  plain  English,  thus: 
Gentlemen,  be  quiet  and  be  calm ;  meet  us  wiUi 
no  arguments,  and  cast  on  us  no  reproaches; 
the  President  must  be  gratified,  because  he  is 
immaculate ;  and  you  must  be  stigmatized,  be- 
cause you  have  offended  him.  We  may  be 
somewhat  harsh  and  unscmpulons,  but  exonse 
us,  for  we  are  very  much  excited ;  but  this  it 
the  last  time  we  will  do  an  act  of  lawless  vio- 
lence against  yon;  all  shall  be,  henceforth,  Jus- 
tice and  peace. 

I  should  be  gratified  to  know  thf^  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  has  that  power  over 
the  political  elements  which  he  seems  to  chum, 
in  piiving  us  this  strong  assurance  (tf  their  fntnre 
quiet.  Would  that  we  could  rely  upon  his 
promise  or  his  prediction;  but  no,  he  is  de- 
ceived. Those  who  have  abandoned  the  stand* 
ard  of  the  constituticm  and  the  law,  cannot, 
when  they  choose,  rear  it  again,  and  rally  the 
hosts  around  it,  and  cahn  ttieir  fears,  and  re- 
animate their  confidence.  They  cannot  lay 
their  hands  upon  the  institutions  of  their  coon- 
try,  and  pull  down  and  destroy,  until  they 
themselves  shall  be  satisfied,  and  then  bid  the 
work  of  mischief  cease.  When  the  ocean  is 
lashed  into  a  rage,  no  matter  who  are  the  spir- 
its of  the  storm,  they  cannot  say  to  it,  "  thus  ftr 
shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther ;  and  here  shall 
thy  proud  waves  be  stayed."  Ko,  he  is  de- 
ceived ;  there  are  other  powers  in  motion  below 
and  around  him,  which  he  wists  not  o^  and 
whose  might  he  can  neither  direct  nor  resist. 
I  have  stood  upon  the  borders  of  this  mighty 
ocean,  and  noted  the  precursors  of  the  coming 
storm.  I  have  heard  the  moan  of  the  waves 
in  the  caverns  of  the  deep,  and  seen  the  up- 
heaving of  the  billows,  which  will  rise,  and 
rage,  and  toss,- as  foam  from  their  crest  liim 
and  those  who  ^are  now  bis  tmst  and  his 
strength. 

Mr.  President,  I  envy  not  the .  triumph  of 
Mm  who  has  pressed  forward  these  resolutions, 
against  the  opinions,  and  tiie  feelings,  and  the 
consciences,  of  those  whom  he  has  found  means 
to  compel  to  their  support— resolutions  which  he 
has  urged  on  with  passions — fierce,  vindictive 
furious.  Still  less  do  I  envy  the  condition  of 
those  who  are  compelled  to  go  onward,  amin^ 
all  those  feelings  and  motives  which  should 
direct  the  actions  of  the  legidator  and  the 
man.  Why  do  I  see  aronfid  me  so  many  pale 
features  and  downcast  eyes,  unless  it  be  w«t 
repentance  and  remorse  go  hand  in  hand  with 
the  perpetration  of  the  deed!  I  had  ratter 
stand  with  the  minority ;  yes,  I  would  "'J* 
a  thousand  times  stand  alone,  powerless  brt 
conscience-free,  than  to  wield  the  strength  ™ 
an  empire,  on  the  hard  conditions  on  which  » 
is  placed  in  their  hands. 
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But  tliu  leene  ia  paaibig,  and  will  soon  hare 
pisaed,  not  to  be  recalled— the  deed  is  to  be 
done,  and  jon  and  we  must  snbmit  onr  tots  to 
meidi^ttaiedpnblio.'whoae  Judgment  will  be 
a  fcretaste  of  &»  J(idg:iiient  of  poaterity.  To 
these  I  bow  with  aabi^saion  and  hope,  bat  not 
with  nnwavering  confidence  of  tne  fatnre. 
The  fiune  of  those  who  have  Joined  in  this 
Btrng^e  for  the  ooostitation  depends  npon  the 
final  Booeeea  of  o(»8titiitioaal  government.  If 
that  ptevail  and  endure,  if  the  clouds  that  over- 
ihadow  its  prospects  pass  away,  and  it  be  re- 
tforad  to  what  it  once  was,  in  ^  its  fivshness 
and  beauty,  every  thing  thJat  we  could  deeire 
tar  oarseivee  and  onr  country  is  attained.  But 
tf  we  still  move  on  in  the  downward  course,  if 
the  cataract  only  be  passed,  and  we  are  to  ^de 

00  in  the  smooth  but  rapid  current  into  the 
golf  to  which  we  have  been  tending,  and  are 
Derer  to  return,  tiiese  strn«^  will  be  referred 
to  hereafter  as  scenes  in  wmoh  the  country  was 
diitiffbed  by  violent  and  tsotioos  spirits,  and 
fte  names  of  those  who  stood  for  the  constitu- 
tUD  amid  these  stormy  scenes  will  be  mention- 
ed only  with  censure  and  reproach.  So  it  has 
be«n  in  times  past.  When  the  last  spark  of 
Boraan  liberty  was  extinguished,  and  a  mon- 
arch's court  and  oouncil  occupied  the  fin'um 
sod  the  Soiate  chamber,  whem  no  voice  but 
fliat  of  Angostus  was  heard,  and  no  power  but 
his  was  known,  the  venal  flatterers  ca  his  court 
vied  with  each  other  in  heaping  praise  on  hiif, 
and  owsure  sod  reproach  on  those  firm  spirits 
who  stood  for  tb^  country  to  the  last,  and 
were  at  last  buried  in  its  ruins.  Caesar,  by  bis 
power  and  clemency,  had  subjugated  a  world ; 
lU  but  the  dark  and  unbending  soul  of  Cato. 
In  sn  event  such  as  this,  (which  Heaven  avert,) 
let  the  Htde  band  to  which  it  is  my  pride  to 
belong  share  in  the  reproach  as  they  share  in 
file  ipirit  at  the  last  of  the  Romans — ^that  spirit 
whieh  secMiis  to  bow  before  any  earthly  power, 
atre  that  of  their  country  and  its  laws. 

ProttU  of  Hu  Stnaton  from  Mamaehvietti. 

The  debate  having  dosed,  and  the  question 
lieiiig  about  to  be  tuten,  Mr.  Wkbsebb  rose  and 
iddNssed  tbo  Senate  as  follows : 

Mr.  Prerident :  Upon  the  truth  and  Justice 
of  the  original  resolution  of  the  Senate,  and 
vpou  the  authority  of  the  Senate  to  pass  that 
resection,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  express  my 
^■iniom  at  a  subsequent  period,  when  the  Pres- 
nent]s  protest  was  b^re  us.  Those  opinions 
naam  altogether  unchanged. 

And  now,  had  the  ooiutitntion  secured  the 
prirfleee  of  entering  a  fbotxst  on  the  Journal, 

1  ahooM  not  say  one  word  on  this  occasion ; 
^though,  if  what  is  now  proposed  shall  be  ao- 
compltehed,  I  know  not  wnat  would  have  been 
tiie  vahe  of  such  a  provision,  however  formally 
«  eaiefnlly  it  might  have  been  inserted  in  the 
body  of  that  instrument. 

Bat  as  there  is  no  such  constitutional  privi- 
lagt,  I  can  only  eflbot  my  purpose  by  thus  ad- 


dreesiuff  the  Senate;  and  I  rise,  therefore,  to 
make  teat  PROTEST  in  this  manner,  in  the 
face  of  the  Senate,  and  in  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try, which  I  cannot  present  in  any  other  form. 

I  speak  in  my  own  behalf^  and  in  behalf  of 
my  colleague ;  we  both  speak  as -Senators  ttom 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and,  as  such,  we  sol- 
enmly  fbotbst  against  this«rhole  proceeding. 

We  deny  that  Senators  from  other  States 
have  any  power  or  authority  to  expunge  any 
vote  or  votes  which  we  have  given  here,  and 
which  we  have  recorded,  agreeably  to  the  ex- 
press provision  of  the  constitution. 

We  have  a  high  personal  interest,  and  the 
State  whose  representativee  we  are,  has  also  a 
high  interest  in  the  entire  preservation  of  every 
pitft  and  parcel  of  the  record  of  our  conduct, 
ds  members  of  the  Senate. 

This  record  the  constitution  sdonnly  declares 
shall  be  kept;  but  the  resdntion  before  the 
Senate  declares  that  this  record  shall  be  «»• 
punged. 

Whether  subterfuge  and  evasion,  and,  as  it 
^>pear8  to  us,  the  degrading  mockery  of  draw- 
ing black  lines  upon  the  journal,  shall  or  shall 
not  leave  onr  names  and  our  votes  legible,  whoi 
this  violation  of  the  record  shall  have  been 
completed,  still  the  terms  "  to  expunge  "  and 
the  terms  "  to  keep,"  when  applied  to  a  record, 
import  ideas  exactly  contradictory ;  as  much  so 
as  the  terms  "  to  preserve  "  and  the  terms  "  to 
destroy." 

A  record  which  is  expunged,  is  not  a  record 
which  is  kept,  any  more  than  a  record  which  is 
deitroyed  can  be  a  record  which  is  pre$en»d. 
The  part  expunged  is  no  longer  part  of  the  reo> 
ord;  it  has  no  longer  a  legal  existence.  It 
cannot  be  certified  as  a  part  of  the  proceeding 
of  the  Senate  for  any  purpose  of  proof  or  evi- 
dence. 

The  otjeot  of  the  provision  in  the  constitu- 
tion, as  we  think,  most  obviously  is,  that  tiie 
groceedings  of  the  Senate  shall  be  preserved, 
1  writing,  not  for  the  present  only,  not  until 
published  only,  because  a  copy  of  the  printed 
journal  is  not  regular  legal  evidence ;  but  pre- 
served indefinitely ;  preserved,  as  other  records 
are  preserved,  tiU  destroyed  by  time  or  acci- 
dent 

Every  one  must  see  that  matters  of  the  high- 
est importance  depend  on  the  permanent  pres- 
ervation of  the  journals  of  tne  two  Houses. 
What  but  the  journals  show  that  bUls  have  been 
regularly  passed  into  laws,  through  the  several 
st^es ;  wnat  but  the  journal  shows  who  are 
members,  or  who  is  President,  or  Speaker,  or 
Secretary,  or  Clerk,  of  the  body  f  What  but 
the  journal  contains  the  proof,  necessary  for  the 
Justification  of  those  who  act  undisr  onr  au- 
thority, and  who,  without  the  power  of  pro- 
ducing such  proo^  must  stand  as  trespassers? 
What  but  the  Journals  show  who  is  appointed, 
and  who  rejected,  by  us,  on  the  Prerident's 
nomination ;  or  who  i?  acquitted,  or  who  con- 
victed, in  trials  on  impeachment  t    In  dbort,  is 
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there,  at  say  time,  any  other  regular  and  legal 
proof  of  any  act  done  by  the  Senate  tlum  the 
jonmal  itself? 

The  idea,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  is  bonnd 
to  preserve  its  journal  only  until  it  is  published, 
and  then  may  alter,  mntUate,  or  destroy  it  at 
pleasure,  appears  to  ns  one  of  the  most  extraor- 
dinary eentiments  ever  advanced. 

Tfe  are  deeply  gratefol  to  those  friends  who 
have  shown,  with  so  much  clearness,  that  all 
the  precedents  relied  on  to  jostify  or  to  excuse 
this  proceeding,  are  either  not  to  the  purpose, 
or,  from  the  times  and  circumstances  at  and 
mider  which  they  happened,  are  no  way  entitled 
to  respect  in  a  free  Government  existing  under 
a  written  constitution.  But,  for  ourselves,  we 
stand  on  the  plain  words  of  that  constitution 
itself  A  thousand  precedents  elsewhere  made, 
whether  ancient  or  modem,  can  neither  rescind, 
nor  control,  nor  explain  away,  these  words. 

The  words  are,  "each  House  shall  kxsp  a 
journal  of  its  proceedings."  No  gloss,  no  in- 
geniuty,  no  specious  interpretation,  and  much 
less  can  any  fair  or  Just  reasoning,  reconcile  the 
process  of  expunging  with  the  plain  meaning 
of  these  words  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
mon sense  and  honest  understanding  of  man- 
kind. 

If  the  Senate  may  now  expunge  one  part  of 
the  journal  of  a  former  session,  it  may,  with 
equtu  authority,  expunge  another  part,  or  the 
wnole.  It  may  expunge  the  entire  record  of 
any  one  session,  or  of  all  sessions. 

It  seems  to  us  inconceivable  how  any  men 
can  regard  such  a  power,  and  its  exercise  at 
pleasure,  as  consistent  with  the  injunction  of 
the  constitation.  It  can  make  no  difference 
what  is  the  completeness  or  incompleteness  of 
the  act  of  expunging,  or  by  what  means  done, 
whether  by  erasure,  obliteration,  or  deface- 
ment; if  by  defacement,  as  here  proposed, 
whether  one  word  or  many  words  are  written 
on  the  face  of  the  record ;  whether  little  ink 
or  much  ink  is  shed  on  the  paper ;  or  whether 
gome  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  original  writ- 
ten jonmal  may  yet  by  possibility  be  traced. 
If  the  act  done  be  an  act  to  expunge,  to  blot 
out,  obliterate,  to  erase  the  record,  then  tiie 
record  is  expunged,  blotted  out,  obliterated, 
and  erased.  And  mntilstion  and  alteration 
violate  the  record  as  much  as  obliteration  or 
erasure.  A  record,  snbsequently  altered,  is  not 
the  original  record.  It  no  longer  gives  a  just 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate.  It 
is  no  longer  tme.  It  is,  in  short,  no  iounud  of 
the  real  and  actual  proceedings  of  the  Senate, 
such  as  the  constitution  says  each  House  shall 
keep. 

The  constitation,  therefore,  is,  in  our  deliber- 
ate judgment,  violated  by  this  proceeding  in  the 
most  plain  and  open  manner. 

The  constitution,  moreover,  provides  that 
the  yeai  and  nays,  on  any  question,  shall,  at 
the  request  of  one-fifth  of  the  members  pres- 
ent, b«  entered  on  the  jowmaL  This  provision, 
most  manifestiy,  ^vee  a  personal  right  to  those 


members  who  may  demand  it,  to  the  entry  nd 
preeervation  of  their  votes  on  the  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  body,  not  for  one  day  or  om 
year  only,  but  for  all  time.  There  the  yeai  md 
nayt  are  to  stand,  forever,  as  permanent  and 
lasting  proof  of  the  manner  in  which  members 
have  voted  on  great  and  important  qnestioiu 
before  them. 

But  it  is  now  indsted  that  the  votes  of  mem- 
bers, taken  by  yea*  and  itaye,  and  thus  eDtered 
on  the  journal,  as  matter  or  right,  may  still  be 
expunged ;  so  that  that,  which  it  requires  more 
than  four-fifths  of  the  Senators  to  prevent  from 
being  put  on  the  journal  may,  neverthelesB,  be 
struck  oS,  and  erased,  uie  next  moment,  or  at 
any  period  afterwards,  by  the  wiU  of  a  mere 
nugority ;  or,  if  this  be  not  admitted,  Ham  the 
absurdity  is  ad(^ted  of  maintaining  that  thii 
provision  of  the  constitution  is  fulfilled  bj 
merely  preserving  the  yea*  and  nayt  on  the 
joumal,  after  having  expunged  and  obliterated 
the  very  resolution,  or  the -very  questi(Hi,  (m 
which  they  were  given,  and  to  which  alooe 
they  refer ;  leaving  the  yea»  and  nay*  tbni  % 
mere  list  of  namea,  connected  with  no  sobjec^ 
no  question,  no  vote.  We  put  it  to  the  maa- 
tial  judgment  of  mankind,  if  this  proceeoing 
be  not,  in  this  respect  also,  directly  and  pal- 
pably inconsistent  with  the  constitution. 

We  protest,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that 
other  Senators  have  no  authority  to  deprive  ns 
of  our  personal  rights,  seoored  to  us  by  the 
constitution,  either  by  expunging,  or  obliterat- 
ing, or  mutilating,  or  defiKdng,  the  record  of 
our  votes,  duly  entered  by  yea*  and  nay* ;  or 
by  expunging  and  obliterating  the  resoludons 
or  questions  on  which  those  votes  were  given 
and  recorded. 

We  have  seen,  with  deep  and  sincere  pain, 
the  Legislatures  of  respectable  States  instruct- 
ing the  Senators  of  those  Statea  to  vote  for  and 
snpport  this  violation  of  the  jonmal  of  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  this  pdn  is  infinit«ly  increased  by  our 
ftiU  belief  and  entire  conviction,  that  most,  if 
not  aJl  these  proceedings  of  States,  had  tii«r 
ori^  in  promptings  from  Washinigton ;  tliat 
they  have  oeen  nrgentiy  requested  and  inasted 
on  as  being  necessary  to  tlie  accomplishment 
of  the  intended  purpose ;  and  that  it  is  nothing 
else  but  the  infiuence  and  power  of  the  execo- 
tive  branch  of  this  Govenmient  whidi  baa 
brought  the  LegiaUtnres  of  so  many  of  the  free 
States  of  this  Union  to  quit  the  sphere  of  their 
ordinary  duties,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operat- 
ing to  accomplish  a  measure,  in  our  judgment, 
so  unconstitutional,  so  derogatory  to  the  obar- 
aoter  of  the  Senate,  and  marked  with  so  broad 
an  impresaon  of  c<Hnpliaiioe  with  power. 

But  this  reeolntion  is  to  pass.  We  expect  it. 
That  cause,  which  has  been  powerful  enoiw| 
to  influence  so  many  State  Legislatures,  wiU 
show  itself  powerftd  enough,  especially  with 
such  aids,  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion here. 

We  make  up  our  minds  to  behold  the  qieo- 
table  which  is  to  ensue. 
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We  odket  onnelreB  to  look  on,  in  silenoe, 
while  a  aoene  fa  exhibited  which,  if  we  did  not 
regaid  it  as  rnthlees  violation  of  a  saered  inatrn- 
meat,  would  appear  to  ns  to  be  little  elevated 
above  the  character  of  a  contemptible  farce. 

Hie  scene  we  shall  behold,  and  hnndreds  of 
American  citizensy  as  many  as  may  crowd  into 
tliese  lobbies  and  galleries,  will  behold  it  also : 
with  what  feelings,  I  do  not  undertake  to  say. 

Bat  we  ratnwn,  we  most  solemnly  pbotist, 
gainst  the  snbetanoe  and  agunst  the  manner 
of  this  proeeeding,  against  its  o^eot,  against  its 
fonn,  and  agunst  its  effect  'We  tell  yon  that 
yon  have  no  ri^t  to  mar  or  mntilate  the  reo- 
Old  of  onr  TOtes  given  here,  and  reooirded  ao- 
eordfaig  to  ibt  oonstitation ;  we  tell  yon  that 
yon  m^  as  well  erase  tiie  yta*  and  nay»  on 
my  odier  question  or  resolution,  or  on  all  ques- 
tions and  rescdntions,  as  on  this ;  we  tell  yon 
Qiit  yon  have  fust  as  much  right  to  &lsiiy  the 
record,  by  so  altering  it  as  to  make  ns  appear 
to  have  voted,  oh  any  question,  as  we  did  not 
Tsta,  as  yon  have  to  erase  a  record,  and  make 
tiiat  page  a  blank,  in  which  our  votes,  as  they 
were  actually  g^ven  and  recorded,  now  stand. 
Ike  one  proceeding,  as  it  appears  to  us,  is  as 
mneh  a  falsifioation  of  the  record  as  the  other. 

Having  made  this  PROTEST,  onr  duty  is 
perfonnM.  We  rescue  oar  own  names,  cnar- 
aeter,  and  honor,  firom  all  participation  m  this 
matter ;  and  whatever  the  wayward  character 
of  the  times,  the  headlong  and  plunging  spirit 
of  party  devotion,  or  the  fear  or  the  love  of 
power,  may  have  been  able  to  bring  about  else- 
where, we  desire  to  thank  God  th»b  they  have 
not,  88  yet,  overcome  the  love  of  liberty,  fideli- 
ty to  true  republican  principles,  and  a  sacred 
regard  for  the  constitution,  in  that  State  whose 
soil  was  drenched,  to  a  mire,  by  the  first  and 
bert  blood  of  the  Revolution.  Massachusetts, 
as  yet,  has  not  been  conquered ;  and  while  we 
have  the  honor  to  hsAA.  seats  here  as  her  Sena- 
tors, we  shall  never  consent  to  a  sacrifice  either 
of  her  rigfatsi,  or  our  own ;  we  shall  never  fail 
to  oppose  what  we  regard  as  a  plain  and  open 
viela^n  of  the  constitution  of  the  country ;  and 
we  riiould  have  thou^t  ourselves  wholly  un- 
worthy <A  ber  if  we  had  not,  with  all  the 
ademnity  and  earnestness  in  onr  power,  fbo- 
rmrtD  against  tiie  adoption  of  the  resolution 
tarn  before  the  Seiiate. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
iwdntion,  as  amended, 

Mr.  Beston  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
wliidt  were  ordered. 

He  then  mored  that  the  blanks  in  the  resolu- 
tion be  fiUed  by  inserting  the  16th  day  of  Jan- 
ury.    It  was  agreed  to ;  and,  having  been  done, 

Tlie  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  adoption  of  tiie  resolution  in  the  follow- 
iag  form: 

Jtaalvtion  to  expvnge  from  the  journal  ths  rttolu- 
Hon  of  the  Senate  of  March  28,  1834,  in  relation 
to  Prttidmt  Jaekeon  and  the  removal  of  the  de- 

<m  tiie  2eth  day  of  December,  hi  the 


year  18U,  the  ibUowing  reeolve  wu  moved  by  the 
Senate: 

"Jietolved,  That  by  dianiwliig  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  Tnasiuy,  because  he  would  not,  contrary  to 
his  own  sense  of  duty,  remove  the  money  of  the 
United  States  m  deposit  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches,  in  conformity  with  the  Presi- 
dent's opinion,  and  by  auxunting  his  succeasor  to 
elfect  such  removal,  which  has  l>een  done,  the  Presi- 
dent has  lasamed  the  exercise  of  a  power  over  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  not  granted  him  by 
the  ooitftitation  and  laws,  and  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people;" 

Whidi  proposed  resolve  was  altered  and  dianged 
by  the  aiOTer  thereof,  on  the  28th  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  1884,  so  is  to  read  as  follows : 

"Bttolved,  Tliat,  in  taking  upon  himself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  removing  the  deposit  of  the  public 
money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  issumed  the 
exerdse  of  a  power  over  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  not  granted  to  him  by  the  constitution  and 
laws,  and  dangerous  to  the  lil>erties  of  the  people ; " 

Which  resolve,  so  changed  and  modified  by  the 
mover  thereof,  on  the  same  day  and  year  last  men- 
tioned, was  ftirther  altered,  so  as  to  read  in  these 
words: 

"  Reeolved,  That  the  President,  in  the  late  execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has 
assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  con- 
ferred by  the  constitnUon  and  laws,  but  in  deroga- 
tionofboth;" 

In  which  last-mentioned  form  the  said  resolTe, 
on  the  same  day  and  year  last  mentioned,  was  adoptea 
by  the  Senate,  and  became  the  act  and  Judgment  of 
that  body,  and,  as  such,  now  remains  upon  the  jour- 
nal thereof : 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  not  warranted 
by  the  constitution,  and  was  irregulariy  and  illegally 
adopted  by  the  Senate,  in  violation  of  the  rights  of 
defence  which  belonged  to  every  dtizeo,  and  in 
subveraicni  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  law  and 
justice;  because  President  Jadtson  was  thereby 
adjudged  and  pronounced  to  be  guilty  of  an  impeach- 
aUe  offence,'  and  a  stigma  plwed  upon  him,  as  a 
violtfor  of  his  oath  of  office,  and  of  the  laws  and 
constitution,  which  he  was  sworn  to  preserve,  pro- 
tect, and  defend,  without  going  through  the  forms 
of  an  impeachment,  and  wiUiout  allowing  to  him  the 
benefits  of  a  trial,  or  the  means  of  defence : 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  in  all  its  various 
shapes  and  forms,  was  unfounded  and  erroneous  in 
point  of  fut,  and  therefore  unjust  and  unrighteous, 
as  well  as  irregular  and  unauthorized  by  the  consti- 
tution ;  because  the  said  President  Jackson,  neither 
in  the  act  of  dismissing  Mr.  Duane,  nor  in  the  k^ 
pointment  of  Mr.  Taney,  as  specified  in  the  first  form 
of  the  resolve;  nor  in  taking  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  removing  the  deposits,  as  ^ecified 
in  the  second  form  of  the  same  resolve ;  nor  in  any 
act  which  was  then  or  can  now  be  ^)ecified  under 
the  vague  and  ambiguous  terms  of  the  general  de- 
nunciation c(nitainea  in  the  third  and  last  form  of 
the  resolve,  did  do  or  commit  any  act  in  violation  or 
in  derogation  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  or  danger- 
ous to  the  liberties  of  the  people : 

And  whereas  the  sud  resolve,  as  adopted,  was 
onoertain  and  ambiguous,  oontainhig  nothing  but  a 
loose  and  floating  charge  for  derogating  from  the 
laws  and  constitution,  and  assuming  ungranted 
power  and  authority  hi  the  Ute  executive  proceedings 
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in  relation  to  the  pobllo  revenne ;  wttbont  spedf^ing 
vhat  part  of  the  executire  proceedings,  or  what  part 
of  the  public  rerenoe,  was  intended  to  be  referred 
to;  or  what  parts  of  Uie  lawa  and  oonatitation  were 
snppoeed  to  hare  been  infringed ;  or  in  iriiat  part  of 
the  Union,  or  at  what  period  of  his  administration, 
these  late  proceedings  were  soppoeed  to  have  taken 
place ;  thereby  putting  each  Senator  at  litiertj  to 
vote  in  faror  of  the  resolve  upon  a  separate  and 
secret  reason  of  his  own,  and  learing  the  ground  of 
the  Senate's  judgment  to  be  guessed  at  by  the  public, 
and  to  be  differently  and  diTeisely  interrupted  by 
individual  Senators,  according  to  the  private  and 
particular  understanding  of  each :  contrary  to  all  the 
ends  of  justice,  and  to  all  the  forms  of  l^al  or  jndi- 
,  cial  proceedings ;  to  the  great  pnijudioe  of  the 
accused,  who  could  not  know  against  what  to  defend 
bimself ;  and  to  the  loss  of  senatorial  responsibil- 
ity, by  shielding  Senators  from  pnbllc  accountabil- 
ity for  making  up  a  judgment  upon  grounds 
which  the  ptd>Uo  cannot  knoir,  and  which,  if 
known,  might  prove  insuffipient  in  Uw,  or  nnfonnded 
in  fact: 

And  whereas  the  q)eciflcation  contained  in  the 
frst  and  second  forms  of  the  resolve  having  been 
oljected  to  in  debate,  and  shown  to  be  instdSdent 
to  sustain  the  charges  they  were  adduced  to  support, 
and  it  being  well  believed  thai  no  minority  could  be 
obtained  to  vote  for  the  said  specifications,  and  the 
same  having  been  actually  withdrawn  by  the  mover, 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  Senate,  in  consequence  of 
such  objection  and  belief,  and  before  any  vote  taken 
thereupon;  the  said  specifloationa  could  not  after- 
wards be  admitted  by  any  rale  <rf'  parliamentary 
practice,  or  by  any  prindple  of  legal  implication, 
Secret  intendment,  or  mental  re8ervati(ni,  to  remain 
and  continue  a  pert  of  the  written  and  public  resolve 
from  which  they  were  thus  withdrawn ;  and,  if  they 
could  be  so  admitted,  they  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  sustun  the  charges  therein  contained : 

And  whereas  the  Senate  being  the  constitutional 
tribunal  for  the  trial  of  the  President,  when  charged 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  with  offences 
against  the  laws  and  the  constitution,  the  adoption 
of  the  said  resolve,  before  any  impeachment  preferred 
^  the  House,  was  a  breach  of  tiiie  privileges  of  the 
House;  not  warranted  by  the  constitution;  a  sub- 
version of  justice ;  a  prejudication  of  a  question 
which  might  legally  come  before  the  Senate ;  and  a 
disqualification  of  that  body  to  perform  its  oonstitu- 
tional  duty  with  fiumees  and  impartiality,  if  the  Presi- 
dent should  thereafter  be  regularly  impeadied  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  same  olfence : 

And  whereas  the  temperate,  reepec^il,  and  argu- 
mentative defence  and  protest  of  the  President  against 
the  aforesaid  proceeding  of  the  Senate  was  rejected 
and  repulsed  by  that  body,  and  was  voted  to  be  a 
breach  of  its  privileges,  and  was  not  permitted  to  be 
entered  on  ita  joum^  or  printed  among  its  documents, 
while  all  memorials,  petitions,  resolves,  and  re- 
monstrances, against  the  President,  however  violent 
or  unfounded  and  calculated  to  inflame  the  people 
agi^st  him,  were  duly  and  honorably  received,  en- 
oomiastically  commented  upon  in  speeches,  read  at 
the  table,  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  long  list 
of  names  attached,  referred  to  the  Finance  Oomndttee 
for  consideration,  filed  away  among  the  public  archives, 
and  now  constitute  a  part  of  the  public  documents 
of  the  Senates  to  be  banded  down  to  the  latest 
posterity: 

And  wbereia  the  said  resolve  ms  introduoed, 


debated,  and  adopted  at  a  time  and  under  Girom»- 
stances  vrfaich  had  the  effect  of  co-operating  vrilli  tlw 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  parricid^  ittonpt 
which  that  institution  was  th«i  making  to  prodiog 
a  panic  and  pressure  in  the  country;  to  destroy  the 
oonfidenoe  of  the  people  in  President  Jackson,  to  pu- 
alyze  his  administration ;  to  govern  the  dectiou; 
to  bankrupt  the  State  banks;  ruin  their  cunency; 
fill  the  whole  Union  with  terror  and  distress;  and 
thereby  to  extort  from  the  sufiMngs  and  the  ilannt 
of  the  people  the  restoration  of  the  deposits  and  the 
renewal  of  ita  charter : 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  is  of  evil  eunpls 
and  dangerous  precedent,  and  diould  never  have 
been  received,  debated,  or  adopted  by  the  Senate, 
or  admitted  to  entry  upon  ita  journal :  Wherefore, 

Rttohtd,  1%at  the  said  resolve  be  expunged  fi«m 
the  journal ;  and,  for  that  purjMee,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  at  such  time  as  the  Senate  may 
appoint,  shall  bring  the  manuscript  journal  of  tl» 
session  1888-'84  into  the  Senate,  and,  m  the  presence 
of  the  Senate,  draw  black  lines  round  the  said  resolTe, 
and  write  across  the  face  thereof,  in  strong  letten, 
the  following  words :  "  Expunged  by  order  of  flie 
Senate,  this  I6th  day  of  Januar7,  in  the  year  ef  our 
Lord  ISS?." 

On  agreeing  to  this  resolation,  the  vote  was 
as  follows : 

YsAB. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dao^ 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Albania,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Nileg,  Page,  Bires, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 24. 

N^TB.— Messrs.  Bayard,  BUck,  Oalboun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendridcs,  Kent, 
Knight,  Moore,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Soidhaid, 
Swift,  Tomlmson,  Webster,  White— 19. 

8o  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bkntoh,  observing  that  nothing  bw 
remained  bnt  for  the  Secretary  to  cany  into 
effect  the  order  of  the  Senate,  moved  tiut  thtt 
be  forthwith  done. 

The  Secretary  thereupon  produced  the  record 
of  the  Senate,  and,  opemng  it  at  the  page  which 
contained  the  resolution  to  be  expunged,  did, 
in  the  presence  of  such  of  the  members  dT  the 
Senate  as  remained,  (many  having  retired,) 
proceed  to  draw  black  lines  entirely  round  the 
resolution,  and  to  indorse  across  the  lines  the 
words  "  Expunged  by  order  of  the  Senate,  tluB 
16th  day  of  January,  1887." 

Ko  sooner  had  this  been  done,  than  bieeei, 
lond  and  repeated,  were  heard  from  variom 
parts  of  the  gallery. 

The  Chak,  (Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama.)  CSar 
the  galleries. 

Mr.  Bestow.  I  hope  the  galleries  wiU  not 
be  cleared,  as  many  innocent  persons  will  be 
excluded,  who  have  been  gnUty  of  no  violation 
of  order.  Let  the  mfiaians  who  have  made  the 
disturbance  alone  t)e  apprehended.  I  hope  the 
Sergeant-at-arms  will  be  directed  to  enter  the 
gaUery,  and  seize  the  mfSans,  ascertaining  who 
Uiey  are  in  the  best  way  he  can.  Let  him  ap- 
prehend them,  and  bring  them  to  the  bar  w 
the  Senate.  Let  him  seize  the  bank  ruffians. 
I  hope  that  they  will  not  now  be  suffered  to 
insult  the  Senate,  as  they  did  when  it  VM 
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■gaAer  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  wh^  rnfSans,  with  anaa  upon  them, 
iunlted  ns  with  imptmity.  Let  them  be  takeu 
and  broTigfat  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate.  Here  is 
ooe  jnst  abore  me,  that  may  easily  be  identi- 
Sed— the  bank  mffians  1 

The  order  to  dear  the  galleries  was  reToked, 
and  Iha  Sereeant-at-arms  directed  to  proceed 
into  file  gaUeries  and  apprehend  the  persons 
vho  had  created  the  disorder.  In  a  very  few 
BinntM  the  8ergeant-at-arms  returned,  and 
rqtorted  to  the  Ch^  that  he  had  apprehended 
aa  IndiTidoal,  and  had  him  in  oostody. 

Vt.  BsnoN  moved  that  he  be  broo^t  to  fhe 
tar  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MoBKiB  oppoeed  the  motion,  and  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays ;  which,  being  ordered  and 
t^en,  stood — ^yeas  17,  nays  8.  So  the  motion 
was  carried. 

It  was  BoggMted  by  ICr.  Moobh  that  there 
was  not  a  qnomm  present,  and  the  Ohair  at 
fint  so  decided.  Bat,  on  being  reminded  that 
tme  of  the  Senators  from  Louisiana  had  resign- 
ed, S5  was  a  majority  of  the  49  remaining,  he 
declared  that  a  qnorom  was  present. 

Mjr.  MooRB  now  moved  an  adjoomment; 
Imt  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  Sergeant-at-arms  now  produced  and 
j««8enied  an  individoal  at  the  bar  of  the  Sen- 
ato. 

[He  was  a  tall,  well-dressed  man,  wr^ped 
in  a  black  overcoat.] 

Hi-.  Bsmon  sud  that,  as  the  individual  had 
iMen  taken  from  among  the  respectable  an- 
dienoe  in  the  gaUery,  ana  had  been  presented 
HI  thia  public  manner  with  all  eyes  fixed  upon 
bim,  he  had  perhaps  been  sufficiently  pon- 
kiied  in  his  feelings.  Mr.  B.  was  not  dis- 
posed to  pnsh  the  proceedings  any  farther,  and 
tiberefcoe  moved  that  he  M  discharged  from 
castoij. 

Mr.  MoKBiB  considered  fhe  whole  proceeding 
aa  very  extraordinary.  If  the  individual  had 
beoi  worthy  of  arr^,  he  ought  to  have  an 
opportanity  of  defence.  A  citizen  had  been 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and  not  in- 
farmed  for  what  reason,  nor  of  what  offence 
he  stood  charged ;  and  now  it  was  moved  that, 
withont  a  hearing,  he  be  discharaed  from  cus- 
tody. Call  yon  this  fsaid  Mr.  M)  the  justice 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ?  Is  it  in 
this  manner  that  citizens  are  to  be  treated  ?  It 
^ipears  to  me  a  most  extraordinary  proceeding. 

Mr.  Sbvixb  moved  an  a4jonmment ;  bat  the 
motion  did  not  prevdL 

Mr.  BoBiNsox,  near  whose  seat  the  person 
If  ]>rehended  then  stood,  proposed  that  the  in- 
diridaal  have  an  opportanity  to  pnrge  himself 
by  oath  from  tiie  contempt.  The  Senate  were 
not  to  presume  him  guilty ;  and  if  he  was  will- 
ing to  swear  that  he  intended  no  contempt,  he 
(Wht  to  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MoRBiB  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  for  his  discharge ;  and  they  were 
ndered  accordingly. 

Mr.  BsBToa  observed  that  if  the  individual 


was  ready  to  go  to  the  Clerk's  table,  and  there, 
by  oath,  to  pnrge  himself  of  the  contempt,  he 
had  no  objection.    Let  him  do  so. 

Mr.  RoBmsoN  now  stated,  on  behalf  of  the 
person  apprehended,  that  he  was  willing  and 
ready  to  answer  interrogatories. 

Mr.  BiNTON  thereupon  withdrew  his  motion 
for  his  discharge. 

The  Chaib  reminded  him  that  be  could  not 
do  this,  inasmuch  as  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it 
had  been  ordered. 

Mr.  MoBsn  was  strongly  opposed  to  having 
the  individual  saddenly,  without  warning,  and 
withoat  opportanity  to  consult  counsel,  brought 
forward  to  take  his  oath,  and  undergo  interrog- 
atories. It  would  be  better  to  pve  him  until 
to-morrow,  that  he  might  have  some  leisure  for 
reflection.  He  had  been  brought  up  here  be- 
fore the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  United  Statea,  and  to 
require  him  tnus  saddenly  to  be  put  upon  oath 
in  his  defence  was  wrong. 

He  concluded  by  moving  an  adjoamm«it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and 
ordered  on  the  motion  to  ac|jonm. 

Mr.  Strakok  thought  that  if  the  individual 
was  willing  now  to  be  sworn,  and  to  undergo 
interrogatories,  he  was  certainly  the  best  judge 
of  his  own  rights.  Be  best  knew  what  ha 
could  nndergo,  and  there  was  no  need  that 
Senators  should  become  his  advocates. 

Mr.  BxirroN  said  that  if  the  man  wished  to 
pnrge  himsdf  on  oath,  now,  here,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Senate,  it  was  very  well.  Let  him 
do  so.  But  if  he  wanted  to  go  away  and  oim- 
Bult  a  lawyer,  if  he  must  ask  a  lawyer  to-mor- 
row before  he  could  tell  whether  he  meant  to 
insult  the  Senate  to-night,  he  was  opposed  to 
it  U  he  was  ready  to  swear,  let  him  do  it,  bat 
no  consulting  with  lawyers. 

The  Chaib  stated  to  Mr.  Mokkib  that  the  in- 
dividual in  custody  was  not  brought  up  withoat 
a  charge,  as  that  Senator  seemed  to  intimate. 
He  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senate,  and  the  law  gave  the 
Senate,  as  it  gave  a  court  of  Justice,  power  to 
protect  itself  in  all  such  cases,  by  a  sommary  pro- 
ceeding, and  on  the  evidence  of  its  own  senses. 

Mr.  RoBiKSOH  again  said  that  the  individual 
in  custody  wished  for  an  opportunity  of  pnrg- 
ing  himself  from  the  contempt 

Some  confusion  previuled.  But  the  motion 
for  his  discharge  being  pressed,  the  question 
was  pat,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tub.— Messn.  Benton,  Brown,  3uchanan,  Dana, 
Swing  of  nUnois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Tailmadge,  Tipton, 
Walker,  White,  Wndiit— 28. 

Nat.— Mr.  WaU— 1. 

The  individoal  was  accordingly  discharged 
from  custody. 

The  individual  referred  to  thereupon  ad- 
vanced, and,  addressing  the  Chair,  said : 

"  Mr.  President,  am  I  not  to  be  permitted  to 
speak  in  my  own  defence  I  ** 
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The  Oraib,  to  the  Sergeont-at-arms :  "  Take 
him  out  I" 
The  Senate  then  a^jonraed. 


TtTMDAT,  January  IT. 

Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  DUtrict  of 
Columbia, 

Mr.  Eknt,  haTinepresented  a  memorial  from 
the  grand  jury  of  Washington  county,  protest- 
ing against  the  interference  of  citizens  from 
distant  States  in  respect  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Oolombia,  moved 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  MoBBis  said  that  he  had  hnndreda  of 
petitions  to  present  for  the  abolition  of  sal  very : 
and,  therefore,  he  woold  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  printing  the  memorial 
which  had  Just  been  presented.    Not  ordered. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Kbnt,)  whether  it  would  not 
be  as  well  to  print  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  this  important  document,  ibr  the  purpose  of 
distribution,  as  it  might  be  productive  of  good. 

Mr.  Oalhoitn  said  that  he  would  make  that 
motion.  It  was  a  most  important  paper,  and 
there  was  one  part  of  it  at  which  he  most 
heartily  rejoiced.  It  took  the  true  position — 
that  abolition  petitions  should  not  be  received. 
There  was  a  dangerous  and  mischievous  spirit 
at  work  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  con- 
nected with  this  question.  It  was' only  at  the 
last  session  that  he  had  contended  for  what  the 
memorialists  suggest  to  Congress.  He  had 
urged  that  very  point,  and  he  found  himself 
in  a  very  considerable  minority.  He  hoped  that 
such  would  not  be  the  case  now  he  was  sup- 
porting this  motion.  He  would  second  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  trusting  that 
he  would  renew  it,  and  be  inda^;ed  wim  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HvBBARD  remarked  that  he  had  suggest- 
ed to  the  Senator  the  printing  of  an  extra 
number,  not  on  account  of  his  own  feelings 
particularly,  but  because  he  believed  the  pro- 
ceedings of  individuals  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  on  this  subject  were  predicated  upon 
the  supposed  fact  that  the  people  living  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  in  favor  of  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  from  among  them. 

Mr.  NiLEs  said  that  the  question  was  not 
whether  petitioners  in  general  stood  upon  a 
somewhat  different  ground  from  the  present 
reeidents  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but 
whether  the  subject-matter  was  proper  for 
Congress  to  entertain,  even  so  far  as  to  print  a 
petition  which  might  operate  on  public  senti- 
ment. For  his  own  part,  he  wished  that  Con- 
gress would  act  decidedly  on  this  agitating 
tDpic.  He  had  no  doubt  that  these  petitioners 
had  a  deep  interest  in  what  they  requested. 
But,  nevertheless,  the  question  was  the  same 
as  respected  both  classes  of  petitioners,  and 
was  one  which  Congress  could  not  go  into  at 
all.    When  the  subject  was  sot  at  present  di»> 


coBsed  by  the  pnblio,  and  when  it  was  dedraUe 
that  tranquillity  should  be  preserved,  why,  he 
asked,  should  the  Senate  of  the  United  6tat«a 
agitate  the  question  now?  He  reoollectad 
perfectly  weU,  that  at  the  last  session  the  gear 
tleman  from  South  Carolina  went  so  fur  as  t» 
protest  against  the  reception  of  a  single  peti- 
tion, though,  to  be  sure,  coming  from  those  not 
having  the  same  interest  as  the  gentleinaa 
whose  memorial  was  now  before  the  Senate, 
but  still  such  an  interest  as  gave  them  a  right 
to  come  here.  The  rule  in  regard  to  the  ri^t 
of  petition  must  apply  equally  and  fairly,  sod 
give  no  preference  to  one  portion  of  the  eom- 
munity  over  tmother.  He  was,  then,  he  must, 
say,  altogether  opposed  to  printing  the  memori- 
al, and  uiould  vote  agfunst  the  adoption  of  that 
course.  The  printing  of  an  extra  number  of 
copies  would  produce  no  good  effect,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  would  cause  the  subject  to_  be 
again  agitated  in  various  parts  of  the  Union. 
His  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Hubba^)  seested  to 
think  that  by  the  distribution  of  t^e  memoriil 
a  good  effect  might  be  produced  on  tiie  pnblio 
mind.  He  could  not  agree  with  him  on  that 
point,  and  must  repeat  that  the  subject  was  one 
which  Congress  ought  not  to  entertun,  inas- 
much as  it  was  not  proper  that  they  should  act 
on  one  side  of  the  question  and  not  on  tlie 
other. 

Mr.  Brown  said  he  intended  to  vote  against 
the  extra  number.  If  he  were  to  vote  to  print 
an  extraordmary  number  of  the  memorial  sent 
here  by  the  grand  jury,  it  would  imply  that 
tiiere  was  some  danger  of  Congress  being  about 
to  legislate  on  the  subject.  He  repeated  that 
should  an  extra  number  be  ordered,  the  ides 
would  be  spread  abroad,  and  reasons  given  to 
suspect,  that  Congress  intended  to  act  in  the 
matter.  Now,  as  he  did  not  believe  that  there 
was  the  slightest  ground  for  any  such  i^pre- 
hension,  as  no  such  action  was  entertained  by 
either  branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  he 
was  utterly  averse  to  do  any  act  which  bad  a 
tendency  to  create  that  idea.  But,  besides  that, 
it  did  appear  to  him  somewhat  novel  to  ask  for 
the  printing  of  an  extraordinary  number  of  a 
document  coming  from  private  individuals. 

Undoubtedly,  the  proper  course  of  gentlemen 
was,  not  to  do  any  act  here  which  would  pro- 
mote agitation.  Now,  he  contended  that  the 
Srinting  of  ttie  document  in  question,  and  the 
issemination  of  it  throughout  the  country, 
did,  in  some  degree,  tend  to  increase  the  agita- 
tion in  reference  to  this  question. 

Why,  then,  he  would  ask,  should  the  Senateof 
the  United  States  lend  its  sanction  to  a  oome 
which  would  induce  the  country  to  believe  that 
it  purposed  acting  on  the  subject  of  slavery* 
There  being  no  ground  to  ^prebend  any  soon 
movement  on  the  part  of  Congress,  he  wonltt 
do  nothing  to  lend  his  sanction  to  the  supposi- 
tion that  Congress  intended  to  interfere  vm 
the  matter. 

Mr.  LiNN  said  he  would  be  pleased  to  know 
whether  any  practical  beasts  w»e  likely  «> 
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grow  out  of  drcalating,  bj  order  of  the  Sen- 
ate, copies  of  the  docmnent  now  proposed  to 
b«  printed.  What,  be  asked,  was  the  proper 
raoedy  for  the  erU  of  which  the  people  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  complained,  and  conoera- 
isg  which  they  had  directed  the  attention  of 
Coogresst  Was  their  property  in  danger? 
Were  the  laws  inaofSoient  to  protect  uieir 
ikresi  If  so,  let  OB  then  marcn  directly  np 
to  the  snbjeet,  and  enact  soch  aa  will  afford 
mple  wcority.  For  measorea  of  a  practical 
Bttare,  be  vroold  give  bis  vote  with  great  pleas- 
nre.  He  said  be  was  well  aware  tba^  questions 
of  dria  kind  came  up  here,  and  incidentally  im- 
pressed persons  at  a  distance  with  the  idea  that 
Congress  wished  to  deprive  tbem  of  the  right 
to  be  lieard  here,  and  of  the  right  to  petition. 
KoUung,  in  his  opinion,  was  more  erroneous. 
Befbse  to  receive  and  bear  an  abolition  peti- 
tion, and  yon  reader  the  abolitionists  a  thousand 
tiaies  more  active  and  industrious  in  propagat- 
Bg  thdr  doetrinee,  and  more  snocessnil  m  en- 
Bstins  the  tympethiea  in  their  favor  of  those 
tIw  believe  in  the  inherent  right  of  the  peo- 
fk  to  assemble  and  petition  for  a  redress  of 
gwrances.  He  never  had  voted,  nor  never 
voold  vote,  for  the  printing  and  disseminating 
B  abolition  memonal ;  so  likewise  he  would 
sot  lend  his  aid  for  the  printing  of  this  docu- 
ment in  favor  of  slavery. 

On  the  great  question  of  slavery,  the  consti- 
tntioa  and  lam  would  find  ample  support  in 
the  good  sense  of  the  ^reat  body  of  the  Ameri- 
(aa  people.  He  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  to 
insure  tranquillity,  was  to  let  this  exciting  tt^io 
ikne. 

Mr.  VoKBB  renewed  bia  motioD  tor  tiie  yeas 
>od  Days ;  wbidi  were  ordered. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  printing 
the  Qsnal  number  of  copies — yeas  84,  naya  6. 


VsmnsDAT,  January  18. 

Mr.  CuTHBBBT,  of  Georgia,  appeared   and 
took  his  seat. 


Thubsdat,  January  19. 

Hem.  Thoxas  Clayton,  Senator  elect  from 
tlie  State  of  Delaware,  i4>peared,  was  qnalified, 
ud  took  his  seat. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
tbe  Preudent  of  the  Umted  States : 

th  At  Smote  of  tit  Ututtd  Statti : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolation  of  the  Senate 
teed  the  IStb  instant,  I  transmit  a  copy  and  a  tnns- 
Moo  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  4th  of  July 
Mt,  by  the  Presdent  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  and 
*  tofj  of  my  reply  to  the  same  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
ttMber.  Ko  other  communication  on  the  subject  of 
^einohition  lererred  to  has  been  made  to  the 
Bewtire  by  any  other  foreign  Government,  or  by 
■r  poson  daimh^  to  act  in  behalf  of  Mexico. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

ViKnoTOii,  Jtmmary  18, 1887. 


[raAinLAnoa.] 

Tht  PrttUhnt  of  the  Mexiean  Jtepublie  to  tKe  Pn*i- 
dm*  t^the  United  State*. 

CoLCUBiA,  (is  Texas,)  Jvly  4,  1836. 

Much  *waamai>  Sia :  In  fulfilment  of  the  duties 
which  patriotism  and  bonor  impose  upon  a  pnblio 
man,  I  came  to  this  country  at  the  head  of  six 
thousand  Mexicans.  The  chances  of  war,  made 
inevitable  by  circumstances,  reduced  me  to  the  con- 
dition of  a  prisoner,  in  which  I  still  remain,  as  you 
may  luive  already  learned.  The  disposition  e^ced 
by  Qeneral  Samuel  Houston,  the  commander-in-^hief 
of  the  Texian  army,  and  by  his  successor,  General 
Thomas  J.  Rusk,  for  the  termination  of  the  war,  the 
decision  of  the  President  and  cabinet  of  Texas  in 
favor  of  a  proper  compromise  between  the  contend- 
ing parties,  and  my  own  conviction,  produced  the 
convenlions  of  which  I  send  you  copies  enclosed, 
and  the  orden  given  by  me  to  Genertd  Filisola,  my 
second  in  command,  to  retire  fVom  the  river  Brazos, 
where  he  was  posted,  to  the  other  side  of  the  river 
Bravo  del  Norte. 

As  there  was  no  doubt  tliat  General  Filisola  would 
rdigiooaly  comply,  so  Cur  as  concerned  himself  the 
President  and  cabinet  agreed  ^t  I  should  set  off 
for  Mexico,  in  order  to  fulfil  the  other  engagements; 
and,  with  that  intent,  I  embarked  on  board  the 
schooner  Invincible,  which  was  to  carry  me  to  the 
port  of  Vers  Cruz.  Unfortunately,  however,  some 
indiscreet  persons  raised  a  mob,  which  obliged  the 
authorities  to  have  me  landed  by  force,  and  brought 
back  into  strict  capdvity.  Tliis  incident  lias  pre- 
vented me  from  goms  to  Mexico,  where  I  diould 
otherwise  Iiave  arrived  eariy  in  last  month ;  and,  in 
oonseqnenoe  of  it,  the  Government  of  that  country, 
doubtless  ignorant  of  what  has  occurred,  lias  with- 
drawn the  command  of  the  army  from  General 
Filisola,  and  lias  ordered  his  successor.  General 
Urrea,  to  continue  its  operations.  In  obedience  to 
which  order,  that  general  is,  acoording  to  the  latest 
aeoounts,  already  at  the  river  Nueces.  In  vain  have 
some  refiecting  and  worthy  men  endeavored  to  de- 
monstrate tl>e  neoeaaity  of  moderation,  and  of  my 
going  to  Mexico,  acoording  to  the  convention ;  birt 
ue  exdtemoit  of  the  public  mind  has  increased 
with  the  return  of  the  Mexican  army  to  Texas.  Such 
is  the  state  of  things  here  at  present.  The  oontin- 
nation  of  the  war,  and  of  its  disasters,  is  therefore 
inevitable,  unless  the  voice  of  reason  be  heard,  in 
proper  time,  fh>m  the  mouth  of  some  powerful  indi- 
vidual. It  appears  to  me  that  you,  sir,  have  it  in 
your  power  to  perform  this  good  office,  by  interfer- 
ing in  favor  of  tlw  execution  of  the  sud  convention, 
which  diall  be  sbiotly  fulfilled  on  my  part.  When 
I  offered  to  treat  with  this  Government,  I  was  con- 
vinced that  it  was  useless  for  Mexico  to  continue  tlie 
war.  I  have  acquired  exact  information  respecting 
this  country,  which  I  did  not  possess  four  months 
ago.  I  liave  too  much  zeal  for  the  interests  of  my 
country  to  wish  for  any  thing  which  is  not  compar 
tible  with  them.  Being  always  ready  to  sacrifice 
myself  for  its  giory  and  advantage,  I  never  would  have 
b^tated  to  subject  mys^  to  torments  or  deatli, 
r^er  than  consent  to  any  compromise,  if  Mexico 
oonld  tliereby  have  obtained  the  slightest  benefit. 
I  am  firmly  convinced  that  it. is  proper  to  terminate 
this  question  by  p<^tical  negotiation:  tliat  convio- 
ti<m  alone  detenmned  me  tiaixsAj  to  <pee  to  what 
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has  been  stipulated ;  and,  in  the  same  spirit,  I  make 
to  70a  this  frank  dedantion.  Be  pleased,  rir,  to 
favor  me  by  a  like  confidence  on  your  part ;  afibrd 
me  the  satisfisftion  of  avoiding  approadiing  evils, 
and  of  contributing  to  that  good  iriiioh  my  heart 
advises.  Let  us  enter  into  negotiations  by  which 
tiie  friendship  between  yonr  nation  and  the  Mexican 
may  be  strengthened,  both  beb>g  amicably  engaged 
in  giving  bebg  and  stability  to  a  people  «1>o  ai« 
de^ua  of  appearing  in  the  poUtioal  worid;  and 
who,  under  the  protection  of  tiie  two  nations,  will 
attain  its  otgeot  witlun  a  few  yean. 

The  Kexicans  are  magmmimoos  when  treated 
with  consideration.  I  will  deariy  set  before  them 
the  proper  and  humane  reasons  which  require  noble 
and  frank  conduct  on  their  part,  and  I  doubt  not 
that  they  will  act  thus  as  soon  as  tiiey  have  been 
oonvinoed. 

By  what  I  have  here  submitted,  yon  win  see  the 
sentiments  wfaidi  animate  me;  and  with  which  I 
remain  your  meet  bumble  and  obedient  servant, 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

To  Us  Exodlency  Qeneral  Ajtobsv  Jaoksoh, 
frtiident  of  ih»  Unittd  Btate*  o/Anuriea. 

Th»  J'mident  0/  the  Unittd  Statt*  to  tht  JPrtti- 
dent  ofik»  Mexican  JiepMie. 

HlRWTAOi,  September  4,  1 836. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  July  last,  which  has  been 
foiwarded  to  me  by  General  Samuel  Houston,  under 
cover  of  one  from  him,  transmitted  by  an  ezptess  from 
General  Gaines,  who  is  in  command  of  the  United 
States  forces  on  the  Texian  frontier.  The  great 
object  of  these  commmucations  appears  to  be,  to  put 
an  end  to  the  disasters  whidi  neoeanrily  attend  the 
dvil  war  now  raging  in  Texas,  and  asking  the  inter- 
position of  the  United  States  in  Authoring  so  humane 
and  desirable  a  purpose.  That  any  well-intended 
effort  of  yours  in  aid  of  this  olyect  should  have 
been  defeated,  is  calcuUted  to  excite  the  regret  of 
all  who  justly  appreciate  the  blessings  of  peace,  and 
who  take  an  Interest  in  the  causes  which  contribute 
to  the  prosperity  of  Mexico,  in  her  domestic  as  well 
as  her  foreign  relations. 

The  Government  of  the  TTidted  States  is  ever 
anxious  to  cultivate  peace  and  friendship  with  all 
nations.  But  it  proceeds  on  the  principle  that  all 
nations  have  the  right  to  alter,  amend,  or  chuige, 
their  own  Government,  as  the  sovereign  power,  tLe 
people,  may  direct  In  this  respect,  it  never  interferes 
with  the  policy  of  other  powers,  nor  can  it  permit 
any  on  the  put  of  others  with  its  internal  policy. 
Consistently  with  this  principle,  whatever  we  can  do 
to  restore  peace  between  contending  nations,  or 
remove  the  causes  of  misunderstanding,  is  cheerfully 
a*  the  service  of  those  vibo  are  willing  to  rely  iipoa 
cor  good  offices  as  a  friend  or  mediator. 

In  reference,  however,  to  the  agreement  which 
yon,  as  the  representative  of  Mexico,  have,  made 
with  Texas,  and  which  invitee  the  interposition  of 
At  United  States,  you  will  at  onoe  see  that  we  are 
forbidden,  by  the  diaracter  of  the  commnnications 
made  to  us  through  the  Mexican  minister,  from  con- 
sidering it  That  Oovenynent  has  notified  us  that, 
•8  loiw  as  yon  are  a  prisoner,  no  act  of  yours  will  be 
regarded  as  bindhig  by  the  Mexican  authorities. 
Undff  these  circumstances,  it  will  be  manifest  to  you 
tiiat  good  faith  to  Mexico,  as  well  as  the  gmeial 


principle  to  whidi  I  have  adverted,  as  foradng  (he 
basis  of  our  intercourse  with  all  foreign  powen^ 
make  it  imposoble  for  me  to  take  any  step  lUte  tkt 
you  have  antidpated.  If,  however,  Mexico  diodl 
signify  her  willingness  to  avail  herself  of  cor  good 
offices  in  bringing  about  the  deoraUe  result  you  hare 
described,  nothing  could  give  me  more  ]detnii« 
than  to  devote  my  best  services  to  it  To  be  ioatm- 
mental  in  terminating  the  evils  of  dvil  war,  and  in 
substituting  in  their  stead  the  blesangs  of  peace,  is  a 
divine  privilege.  Every  Government,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  all  countries,  should  feel  it  their  hi^iest 
lu^>piness  to  enjoy  an  opportunity  of  thus  mimfest- 
ing  their  love  of  eadi  other,  and  their  interest  in  tti« 
general  prindples  which  apply  to  them  all  as  mem- 
bers of  tiie  common  family  of  man. 

Your  letter,  and  that  of  General  Houston,  com- 
mander-in-diief  of  the  Texian  army,  will  be  made 
the  bads  of  an  eariy  interview  with  the  ICexican 
minister  at  Washington.  They  will  hasten  mj 
return  to  Washington,  to  which  place  I  will  set  out 
in  a  few  days,  expecting  to  reach  it  by  the  1st  of 
October.  Ii  the  meantime,  I  hope  Mexico  and 
Texas,  feeling  that  war  is  the  greatest  of  calimitia, 
will  pause  before  another  compaign  is  undertaken, 
and  can  add  to  the  number  of  those  scenes  of  blood- 
shed which  have  already  mariced  the  progress  of  their 
contest,  and  have  ^ven  so  much  pain  to  their  Chrisdm 
friends  throughout  the  worid. 

This  is  sent  under  cover  to  General  Honston,  wbo 
will  give  it  a  safe  conveyance  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
To  Gen.  Abtohio  Lopb  si  Sura  Anu. 

The  Message  and  doooments  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  Prsston  sidd  it  would  strike  the  Senate 
at  once  that  since  the  date  of  the  letter  written 
by  Santa  Anna,  his  sitoation  had  been  veiy 
much  changed.  On  the  4th  of  July  last  he 
was  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Texans,  bnt 
had  been  snhseqaently  released,  and  was  bow 
in  the  city  of  Washington.  According  to 
the  terms  and  purport  of  the  correspondence, 
it  vonld  appear  that  it  was  carried  on  whilst 
Santa  Anna  was  a  prisoner.  The  President  of 
the  United  States,  aware  of  that  feet,  had  ex- 
pressed himself  as  heinj^  unable,  in  consequence, 
to  enter  into  any  negotiation  with  him  wliile  «o 
situated.  But  now,  as  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  jnst 
stated,  Santa  Anna  was  in  this  city,  and  conld 
negotiate  on  the  subject  up  to  Apnl  next ;  bat 
whether  he  would  or  would  not,  he  (Mr.  P.) 
conld  not  say ;  nor  was  it  very  material  to  the 
purpose  Mr.  P.  had  in  land.  There  was  a  res- 
olution in  relati(Hi  to  Texas  offered  a  few  iiji 
ago  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missisdppi, 
and  which  had  been  made  the  order  of  the  oij 
for  to-day ;  what  disposition  he  wished  to  make 
of  it,  he  was  not  aware.  It  was  a  matter  for 
the  gentleman's  discretion.  The  correspond- 
ence which  had  been  laid  before  the  Senate, 
however,  would  no^  in  his  (Mr.  P.'s)  ofHsao^ 
render  it  necessary  to  change  the  language  ot 
the  resolution.  Concurring,  as  he  did,  with 
that  resolution,  he  would  now  say  that  he  was 
prepared  to  establish  the  fact,  that  upon  the 
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leoognized  principles  of  national  law,  the  prac- 
tioe  of  this  GoTenunent,  and  the  policy  of  the 
countrT-,  she  onght,  as  was  her  daty,  to  make 
a  prompt,  speedy,  and  abeolnte  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  Texas.  He  hoped,  at  the 
proper  tune,  to  be  able  to  prove  this.  He  in- 
tbted  that  her  independence  should  be  immedi- 
ately acknovleged,  and  that,  too,  without  any 
regard  to  what  might  be  said  or  done  by  Santa 
j&nna,  for  his  antnority  had  ceased  in  T6xas 
forever.  After  having  heard  read  the  present 
and  the  other  Message  of  the  President  in  re- 
lation to  this  subject,  it  was  not  his  desire  that 
aay  thing  shoold  be  done  here  in  reference  to 
it,  that  would  have  the  effect  of  contravening, 
TODiiiiig  counter  to,  or  obstmcting,  any  pur- 
pose of  the  Execntive  of  the  United  States. 

He  (Mr.  P.)  had  understood  that  the  Presi- 
dent, when  he  sent  his  former  Message,  had 
mbmitted  this  matter  to  Congress  for  their 
eonsideration,  being  willing  to  carry  into  effect 
what  they  might  deem  right  and  proper ;  but 
there  were,  at  that  time,  some  diflScnlties  in  the 
way,  which  prevented  his  recommending  the 
adoption  of  any  legislation  on  the  subject.  It 
•eemed  to  him  (said  Mr.  P.)  that  had  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  not  been  aware  of  the 
faat  that  another  expedition  under  General 
Bravo  was  about  to  invade  Texas,  he  would 
not  have  hesitated  to  recommend  to  Congress 
to  do  something  in  reference  to  settling  the  war 
between  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Mr.  P.  adverted  to  the  circmnstanoes  con- 
nected with  the  failure  of  the  expedition  under 
General  Bravo,  and  then  concluded  with  saying 
that  all  he  desired  was  that  Congress  should 
proceed  as  early  as  possible  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  immediately  acknowledging  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas.  She  was  entitled  to  it ; 
she  had  a  ri^t  to  demand  it  of  the  United 
Btatea,  and  the  sooner  it  was  granted  the  better. 
He  would  await  the  action  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Davis,)  as 
well  as  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of 
the  Senator  from  Missisdppi,  when  he  would 
have  something  further  to  say  on  the  subject. 

The  Message  and  docnments  were  Md  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Sattsdat,  January  21. 
Hreifn  UmigraiUt. 

Mr.  Ci:.i.T  presented  the  petition  of  snndry 
inhabitants  of  Wirtsborongh,  Sullivan  county, 
New  York,  and  he  asked  that  it  might  be  read. 

The  document  was  accordingly  read,  and 
proved  to  be  a  kind  of  remonstrance,  on  the 
subject  of  Roman  Catholic  emigrants  to  the 
ooontiy,  brought  in  under  the  auspices  of  Popes, 
Oardioala,  Bi^ope,  &c  It  insbt«d  on  the  im- 
propriety and  inexpediency  of  allowing  so  many 
persons  to  enter  the  country,  whose  practice 
and  tenets  were  avowedly  and  directly  hostile 
to  our  republican  institutions,  and  especiaUy 
joayed  Congreaa  to  institate  commiasiona,  in 
Yd.  tDL—ll 


I  various  parts  of  the  country,  to  procure  infor- 
mation and  report  on  the  sobject. 

Mr.  C.  said  some  of  the  objects  praiyed  for 
this  Government  had  no  power  to  grant,  how- 
ever alarming  to  these  good  and  religious  people 
the  evils  compluned  of  and  the  progress  of 
papacy  might  be.  But  there  was  one  object 
which  Mr.  C.  thought  might  be  a  proper  sub- 
ject of  inquiry,  being  within  the  power  of 
Congress ;  and  that  was  a  change  in  our  laws 
of  naturalization.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Comr 
mittee ;  and  it  was  so  referred. 


TuRSDAT,  January  24. 
Public  Land*. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  prohibit  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  except  to  actual  set- 
tlers, and  in  limited  quantities. 

The  question  pending  was  on  Mr.  Tiptoh's 
amendment,  offered  yesterday,  to  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  "  that  all  lands  that  have  been 
in  the  market  ten  years,  and  remdn  unsold, 
shall  be  sold  for  seventy-five  cents  an  acre ;  and 
all  that  have  five  years,  shall  be  disposed  of  at 
one  dollar;  provided  that  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  be  sold  to  one  pur- 
chaser," 

Messrs.  Ewnio  and  Clat  spoke  agtunst  the 
bill,  Messrs.  Daiti.  and  Tipton  for  it. 

The  amendm^nt  proposed  by  Mr.  Tipton  was 
rejected  by  the  following  vote : 

Tkas. — ^KeasTS.  Benton,  Blade,  Dana,  Swing  of 
nUnoia,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama,^unn, 
Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tipton,  WaUter,  White— 18, 

Nats, — Ueesrs,  Bayard,  Brown,  CUboon,  CSay, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hob- 
bard,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Eoiight,  Niles,  Ptg<e, 
Prentiss,  Robbing,  Rnggles,  Swift,  Tallmadge — 19. 

Mr.  Bbnton  then  offered  the  following  ameod- 
ment: 

That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfVd  for  any  head  of  a 
family,  young  man  over  the  age  of  eighteen  yeauL 
or  widow,  not  having  received  a  donatian  of  land 
fh>m  the  United  St^ee,  and  being  or  wishing  to. 
become  an  actual  settler  on  any  paiod  of  fSbUo 
land  wUch  shall  have  remained  fiye  yean  mwdd. 
after  liaving  been  offered  at  private  sale  at  (me 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  not 
exceeding  in  quantity  the  amount  of  one  quarter  sec- 
tion, to  demand  and  receive,  fixim  the  proper  register 
and  receiver,  a  written  permiasion  to  settle  on  the 
same,  upon  payment,  to  be  made  to  the  proper 
receiver,  of  tiie  sum  of  seventy-five  cents  per  acre ; 
and  if  such  person,  so  applying  for  and  receiving 
such  permission,  ahall  forthwith  settle  on  the  aud  land, 
and  he  or  ahe,  or  his  or  her  heirs  or  l^al  represent- 
atives, diall  cultivate  the  same  for  five  aaooeaaive 
years,  and  shall  be  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States  at  the  end  of  that  time,  then,  on  pmper 
proof  being  made,  before  the  raster  and  recover, 
of  such  settlement,  cultivatioa,  and  oitizendi^  a 
patent  shall  issue  for  the  said  land  to  the  person  woo 
received  sndt  permiasion,  or  his  or  her  bma  at  legal 
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representatives.  And  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
is  hercb;  pledged  to  all  persons  who  may  settle  on 
the  putdic  lands,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  tiiat  no  diq>en8ation  shall  at  an;  time  bo 
granted  to  any  individual  from  complying  with  the 
substantial  conditions  herein  prescribed.  And  if 
due  proof  of  settlement,  cultivation,  and  citizen- 
ship,  as  herein  required,  be  not  made  within  one 
year  next  after  the  expiration  of  said  five  years,  the 
■aid  land  shall- again  be  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale, 
as  land  belonging  to  the  United  States.  And  if  two 
or  more  persons,  entitled  under  this  act  to  the  priv- 
ileges of  actual  settlers,  shall  apply  for  the  same 
parcel  of  land,  then  the  re^ster  and  receiver  shall 
immediately  decide  the  right  of  preference  between 
them,  according  to  priority  of  settlement  and  other 
equitable  circumstances ;  and  where  these  are  equal, 
the  deddon  shall  be  made  by  lot. 

The  qaestion  vas  taken  on  its  adoption  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

TiAB. — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Dana,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama,  Lhm, 
Voore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Bives,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Stzange,  Tipton,  Walker,  White— 18. 

Katb. — Messrs.   Bayaid,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  | 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Ihivis,  Swing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Nilee,  Page,  Prentiss, 
Bobbins,  Buggies,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Wr^t— 20. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 


Thijbsdat,  January  26. 
Michigan  Smaton  Admitted. 

A  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  stating  that  the 
Preddent  hod  signed  the  bill  for  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  on  an 
eqnal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

The  OTedentials  of  the  Hon.  John  Nobveu. 
and  the  Hon.  Luonrs  Lton,  elected  by  the 
Legidatore  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  on  the 
10th  November,  1886,  to  represent  that  State 
in  the  Senate  of  the  IJnited  States,  were  read 
by  the  Seoretanr ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbundt,  the  nsnal  oath  to 
support  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States 
was  administered  to  Messrs.  Nobtsu.  and  Lton 
by  the  Vice  Preeident,  and  they  took  their  seats 
in  the  Senate.  . 

Treatury  Cireular. 

Mr.  Walkkb  moved  to  postpone  the  proyions 
orders,  and  take  np  the  bill  designatmg  and 
limiting  the  tania  receivable  for  dnes  by  the 
United  States. 

The  question  on  taking  np  the  bill  was  de- 
«ided  by — ^yeas  83,  nays  13. 

Mr.  Biybs  therenpon  offered  an  amendment, 
to  extend  the  prohibition  req>ecting  the  notes 
of  banks  issuing  notes  of  small  denominations, 
so  as  to  embrace,  after  the  80th  of  December, 
1841,  notes  of  $30.  (The  bill  only  extended  to 
those  of  five  and  of  ten  dollars.] 

He  supported  the  amendment  in  s  short 
speech,  urging  the  moral  effect  of  the  measure 


and  its  necessity,  as  the  only  means  of  effect- 
ing the  enlargement  of  the  specie  basis  of  oar 
circulation. 

Mr.  Ewiso  referred  to  a  provision  in  the  bill 
which  requires  the  deposit  banks  to  rec^ve 
and  pass  to  the  credit  of  Government  all  such 
bonk  notes  as  they  receive  in  general  deposit. 
This  took  away  their  power  to  oppress,  and  re- 
conciled him  to  the  bill,  which  should  now 
have  his  vote.  The  effect  of  Mr.  RrvBs'  amend- 
ment would  be  to  confine  the  circulation  of  the 
large  notes  in  the  West  to  the  banks  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  deposit  banks,  while  all 
the  small  notes  circulating  there  would  be  those 
of  banks  at  a  distance,  to  whom  it  was  of  less 
consequence  that  their  notes  should  be  receiv- 
ed at  the  land  offices  than  that  their  small  notes 
should  have  a  wide  circulation. 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Nilss,  and  a  brief 
speech  from  Mr.  Walkeb,  the  question  on  Mr. 
Bites'  amendment  was  decided  by  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Citth- 
bert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nilti, 
Norvell,  Page,  Preston,  Kives,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Wrig^ 
—26. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Kwing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King  of 
Alabama,  Knight,  Moore,  Morris,  Nidiolos,  Prentias, 
Bobbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson— 18. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  its  engrossment 


Fbidat,  January  27. 

Michigan  Senators. 

Mr.  Ghttnbt  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  considered  and  adopted : 

Sf  solved.  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascertain 
the  classes  in  which  the  Senators  from  the  State  of 
Michigan  shall  be  inserted,  in  conformity  frith  the 
resolution  of  the  14th  May,  1789. 

Mr.  Ghcndt  observed,  that  before  submitting 
the  motion  to  carry  the  resolution  into  effect,  a 
word  of  explanation  would  perhaps  be  neces- 
sary. There  were,  according  to  the  constitution, 
three  classes  of  Senators ;  and  there  was  an 
equal  number  of  each,  until  the  coming  in  of 
the  Senators  from  Arkansas ;  but  one  of  them 
drawing  number  one,  and  the  other  number 
three,  of  course  there  were  more  of  these  num- 
bers than  of  number  two.  This  he  had  in 
view  in  drawing  up  the  motion ;  and,  by  provid- 
ing that  numbers  two  and  three  only  shall  be 
drawn,  the  ineouality  would  be  lessened. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Gbuitot,  it  was 

Ordertd,  That  the  Secretary  put  Into  the  ballot 
box  two  papers  of  equal  size,  one  of  which  shall  be 
numbered  two,  and  the  other  shall  be  a  blank,  and 
each  Senator  shall  draw  out  one  paper;  that  the 
Senator  who  shall  draw  the  paper  number  two  shall 
be  inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of 
service  will  expire  on  die  8d  day  of  March,  1889; 
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tbat  the  Secretary  then  put  into  the  ballot  box  two 
papers  of  eqool  size,  one  of  which  shall  be  numbered 
one,  and  the  other  shall  be  numbered  three,  and  the 
other  Senator  shall  draw  out  one  paper ;  that  if  the 
paper  drawn  be  number  one,  the  Senator  shall  be 
msirted  in  the  cUus  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  ser- 
Tice  will  expire  the  3d  day  of  Uarch,  1837,  and  if 
&e  paper  drawn  be  number  three,  lite  Senator  shall 
be  inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of 
aerrioe  will  expire  the  3d  day  of  March,  1841. 

In  pnrsnance  of  the  above  order,  Messrs. 
KoEYXu.  and  Ltos  proceeded  to  draw  ballots 
for  their  respectiye  classes ;  when  Mr.  Lyon, 
drawing  number  two,  was  classed  with  the 
Senators  whose  terms  of  sendee  expires  on  the 
8d  of  March,  1839 ;  and  Mr.  Noevkix,  drawing 
nnmber  three,  was  chissed  with  the  Senators 
whose  terms  of  service  expire  on  the  8d  of 
March,  1841. 

American  Colonimtion  Society. 

Mr.  Clat  presented  the  memorial  of  a  nnm- 
ber of  citizens  of  the  District  of  Colnmbia, 
stating  that  they  had,  a  number  of  years  past, 
formed  an  association  for  colonizing  free  ne- 
groes, with  their  own  consent,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa;  that  many  donations  had  been  made  to 
them  in  money  and  in  lands,  which  last  species 
of  property  they  could  not  render  available,  in 
consequence  of  their  not  having  a  charter;  and 
praying  for  an  act  of  incorporation  to  enable 
them  to  hold  and  convey  real  estate.  Mr.  0. 
moved  to  refer  this  memorial  to  the  C!ommittee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CALHOcnr  regretted  that  the  Senator  from 
Eentncky  had  thought  fit  to  present  this  me- 
morial, and  deprecated  any  discussion  or  agita- 
tion of  the  subject,  which  he  thought  would 
rather  tend  to  increase  than  to  allay  the  ex- 
citement which  had  been  produced  by  an  in- 
judicious interference  with  a  question  of  much 
delicacy.  He  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the  ref- 
erence of  the  memorial,  bat  he  indulged  the 
hope  diat  the  committee  wonld  see  the  propri- 
ety of  not  acting  on  it  during  this  session. 

Mr.  CiAT  regretted  extremely  that  there 
should  have  been  any  expression,  even  in  a 
modified  form,  in  opposition  to  the  object  which 
the  memorialists  desire  to  attun.  The  day 
would  come,  he  would  ventore  to  predict,  when 
the  people  living  in  all  portions  of  this  vast 
continent  would  oecome  converts  to  the  Amer- 
ican colonization  scheme,  and  become  convinc- 
ed of  its  utility,  and  the  humane  principles  by 
which  it  is  characterized,  in  striving  to  amelio- 
rate the  present  condition  of  the  Amcan  race. 

The  object,  then,  Ctf  the  memorialists  was  to 
send  free  negroes,  with  their  own  voluntary 
consent,  to  Liberia.  They  do  not  desire  to 
tonch  any  interest  or  any  property — to  affect 
any  right  of  any  citizen  here,  or  in  the  States. 
The  memorialists  come  here  and  tell  the  Sen- 
ate that  many  donations  have  been  made  to 
them,  frum  time  to  time,  both  in  land  and 
money,  and  it  was  of  the  highest  importance 
that  soch  an  act  as  they  applied  for  gnonld  be 


granted.  He  might  remind  the  Senate  of  a  do> 
nation  that  was  given  the  Colonization  Society 
by  one  of  the  best  and  greatest  men  this  country 
hadBver  produced — ^he  meant  the  late  venerable 
ex-President  Madison.  He  bequeathed  the  do- 
nation (on  account  of  there  not  being  in  exist- 
ence such  an  act  as  these  memorialiste  pray  for) 
to  Mr.  Gnrley,  for  the  benefit  of  the  society. 
Although,  in  the  present  case,  the  trust  was 
faithfully  executed,  in  other  cases  it  might  not 
be ;  hence,  therefore,  the  memorialists  ask  for 
an  act  of  incorporation,  in  order  that  they  can 
receive  what  may  be  given  them.  Now,  the 
object  was  dear,  was  interesting,  was  just,  was 
natural ;  and  he  conld  not  bnt  express  his  hope 
that  an  act  of  incorporation  would  be  granted 
them. 

Mr.  OAUtotm  said  that  from  the  first  to  the 
last  he  had  been  under  the  impression  that  any 
interference  with  the  objects  of  this  society  by 
the  General  Government  would  not  only  be 
unconstitutional,  but  would  have  the  most-mis- 
chievous eflfects.  He  would  remind  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  who  had  mentioned  the  late 
Mr.  Madison  as  one  of  the  friends  of  the  Colo- 
nization Society,  that  that  great  statesman  was 
so  strict  in  his  notions  as  to  the  granting  of 
charters  by  the  General  Government,  that  he 
had  vetoed  the  act  of  Congress  incorporating  a 
church  in  Alexandria.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky must  know  that  great  diversity  of  opinion 
existed  among  the  wisest  and  best  men  of  the 
country  as  to  the  ultimate  good  to  be  efiected 
by  this  society ;  and  that  the  prevailing  o^Hnion 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the  South 
was  against  it.  Kine-tenths  of  the  Southern 
people  at  least,  sdd  Mr.  C,  were  opposed  to 
any  interference  with  the  objects  of  this  society 
by  the  General  Government. 

Mr.  BucHAiTAN  rose  to  make  a  suggestion  to 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky;  and  that  was, 
tbat^  if  an  act  of  incorporation  be  granted  at 
all,  it  must  not  be  confined  in  its  operation  to 
the  District  of  Colnmbia;  it  must  go  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  whole  Union.  It  appeared  to  him 
(Mr.  B.)  that  this  was  not  a  proper  subject  to 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbi^  which  was  a- committee  having  a 
great  deal  of  business  to  attend  to,  though  not 
of  a  character  of  such  general  importance  as 
was  connected  with  this  memorial.  He  should, 
therefore,  think  it  wonld  be  better  to  have  a 
special  committee  on  this  question.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  understood  the  matter 
perfectly  well,  and  should  be  placed  at  the 
head  of  it,  and  conld  bring  forward  such  a 
proposition  as  wonld  meet  general  approbation. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  therefore  moved  that  the  memorial 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  CLA.V  observed  that  he  understood  the 
SuMect,  and  had  determined  to  make  his  pro- 
position as  free  from  objection  as  possible; 
and,  therefore,  he  limited  the  powers  (rf  the  act 
of  incorporation,  to  this  District  only.  He  was 
perfectly  aware  that  in  an  attempt  to  give  it  a 
general  character,  bo  that  the  society  imght  es- 
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tablish  branches  here  and  there,  a  oonstitution- 
al  question  would  arise.  He  hoped  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  would  withdraw  his  motion 
for  a  select  committee.  He  (Mr.  0.)  did  him- 
self doubt  whether  Congress  had  the  power  to 
pass  an  act  of  incorporation  which  should  have 
powers  beyond  the  District  of  Oolambia.  But 
as  to  the  memorial,  he  would  say  that,  as  it 
came  from  the  District  of  CJolumbia,  the  proper 
reference  was  to  the  committee  having  charge 
of  its  affairs,  to  which  it  might  be  sent ;  and  he 
hoped  Ha&t  it  would  report  a  bill  as  speedily  as 
possible.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would  not  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  snbject. 

Mr.  OxtMOTnn  conceived  that  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  had  taken  the  proper  view 
of  this  question.  Be  thought,  too,  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  The 
Senator  from  Kentucky  and  himself  view  the 
subject  in  a  very  different  point  of  view. 
A  mysterious  Providence  had  brought  the 
Vlaok  and  the  white  people  together  from 
different  parts  of  the  globe,  and  no  haman 
power  could  now  separate  them.  The  whites 
are  a  European  race,  being  masters ;  and  the 
Africans  are  the  inferior  race,  and  slaves.  He 
believed  that  they  could  exist  among  us  peace- 
ably enough,  if  undisturbed,  for  all  time  ;  and 
it  was  his  opinion  that  the  Oolonization  Society, 
and  all  the  other  schemes  which  had  been  got- 
ten up  throngh  mistaken  notions  of  philanthro- 
py, in  order  to  bring  about  an  alteration  in 
the  condition  of  the  African,  had  a  wrong 
fonndatioD,  and  were  calculated  to  disturb  the 
existing  rdations  beween  the  two  races,  and 
the  relations  between  the  North  and  tlie  South. 
He  knew  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  viewed 
the  subject  in  a  very  different  light,'for  he  had 
stated  on  many  occasions  be  opinions  the  held. 
He  (Mr.  0.)  believed  that  the  very  existence  of 
the  South  depended  upon  the  existing  relations 
being  kept  up,  and  that  every  sdieme  which 
might  be  introduced,  having  for  its  object  an 
alteration  in  the  condition  of  the  negro,  was 
pregnant  with  danger  and  rain.  It  was  a  be- 
nevolent object,  and  highly  desirable  that  the 
blessings  of  civilization  and  Christianity  should 
be  introduced  into  benighted  Africa ;  but  this 
was  a  Govermnent  of  limited  powers,  and  had 
no  more  to  do  with  free  negroes  than  with 
slaves ;  and  if  Africa  was  to  be  Christianized 
and  civilized,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  done 
by  this  Government  acting  beyond  its  constitu- 
tional powers.  It  was  a  matter  of  little  im- 
portanee  to  him,  whether  the  memorial  should 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  or  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Pbbston  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
memorial  might  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District 

Mr.  STRUfOK  said  that  he  should  be  compel- 
led to  vote  agunst  the  reference  of  the  memo- 
rial to  any  committee  whatsoever.  He  coincid- 
ed in  opinion  with  both  the  Senators  from 
South  Carolina,  t^iat,  were  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion psMed,  its  effects  woold  be  coextensive  | 


with  the  Union  itselfl  And  he  should  depre- 
cate more  the  location  of  a  society  at  this  point 
than  at  any  other,  because  of  its  conmumdiag 
position,  and  on  account  of  its  indicating  the 
right  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  so  delicate 
and  important  a  subject.  It  was  impossible  to 
be  BO  obtuse  as  not  to  see  that  this  societr, 
with  its  Briarens  arms,  would  exercise  a  great 
influence  over  the  interests  of  the  Sonthem 
country.  What  would  be  its  effects,  bnt  to 
hold  out  to  the  slave  population  a  desire  to  be- 
come free  ?  He  meant,  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  country  in  which  they  live.  They  did 
not  generally  desire  freedom,  in  their  degraded 
condition,  and  most  of  the  slaves  preferred  liv- 
ing in  that  condition.  But  when  an  indnce- 
ment  was  held  out  to  them,  it  was  done  to 
make  them  discontented  with  the  situation  in 
which  God  had  placed  them.  He  bad  been 
opposed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  be- 
cause he  believed  Congress  had  no  power  to 
grant  a  charter  out  of  the  District  of  ODlnmbia; 
and  for  the  same  reason,  nearly,  he  wai  no» 
also  opposed  to  panting  an  act  of  incorporation 
to  the  Colonization  Society  in  this  District,  be- 
cause, in  its  very  nature,  its  operations  couJd 
not  be  confined  to  it  solely. 

Mr.  RrvBS  had  made  up  his  mind  to  vote  for 
the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia ;  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  considered  as  expressing  any  opinion 
that  the  objects  of  this  society  conld  be  aocoin- 
plished  by  the  aid  of  Congress.  While  he  did 
not  believe  that  it  was  competent  for  Congress 
to  incorporate  any  society  whose  objects  ei- 
tended  beyond  the  limits  of  the  District,  and 
were  coextensive  with  the  Union,  he  was  yet 
disposed  to  vote  for  the  reference,  on  tiie  as- 
sumption that  the  acts  of  this  society  were  to 
be  confined  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  felt  very  unwilling 
that  the  memorial  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  it 
was  general  in  its  character,  as  many  gentlemen 
seemed  to  think ;  and  that  was  to  his  mind  the 
very  reason  why  it  should  not  be  sent  to  this 
committee,  whose  duty  was  to  attend  to  bnsi- 
ness  connected  only  with  the  ten  miles  square, 
and  to  guard  the  rights  of  the  people  uving 
within  l£at  space.  It  was  quite  palpable  that 
no  corporate  body  of  this  character  could  be 
establidied  here,  without  affecting  the  wh^ 
Union.  Why  did  not  the  society,  instead  « 
coming  to  Congress  for  an  act  of  incorporation 
apply  to  some  of  the  States  of  the  Unm 
Their  object  was  clear ;  and  he  could  not  but 
regard  this  as  an  entering  wedge  to  more  ^1 
tended  operations,  and  it  should  be  frostreteo 
at  once.  He  had  never  thrown  any  obstade  ill 
the  way  of  what  he  considered  prMseworthJl 
and  meritorious  on  the  part  of  the  ColonitttM^ 
Society ;  but  it  was  not  the  duty  of  Oongre 
to  lend  them  any  assistance.  Mr.  K.  conch* 
by  moving  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on  the  tabu 

He  memorial  waa  laid  on  the  table— aj' 
24,  noee  12. 
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Treatury  Cireular — Faper  Money. 

The  following  bill  was  read  a  third  time ; 

A  Un  desgnatiog  and  limitiiig  the  fonda  leceiraUe 
for  the  revenoes  of  the  United  States. 
Be  it  enaeUd,  ite..  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Ttaeiaj  be,  and  hereby  is,  required  to  adopt  sacfa 
DKaRDes  as  he  may  deem  neceaaary  to  effect  a  col- 
kctian  of  the  public  revenne  of  the  United  States, 
nbedier  arising  from  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sales 
afluds,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  principles  herefai 
pnmd<d :  that  is,  that  no  sadi  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or 
muof  Bioney  payalde  for  lands,  aball  be  collected 
or  reeeired  otheiwise  than  in  the  legal  currency 
ef  tbe  Cnited  States,  or  in  notes  of  badka  which  are 
ftyMt  and  pud  on  demand  in  the  said  l«;al 
ancney  of  the  United  States,  under  the  following 
restrictioiii  and  conditions  in  regard  to  such  notes, 
t«*it:  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the 
Dotes  of  no  bank  which  shall  issne  or  circulate  biUs  or 
notes  of  a  leas  denomination  than  five  dollars  shall 
be  retared  on  account  of  the  public  dues ;  and  from 
ad  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  eighteen 
Inmbed  and  thirty-nine,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which 
ilaS  nsoe  or  eircuiate  bills  or  notes  of  a  leas  denomina- 
tioo  than  ten  dollars,  shall  be  so  receivable ;  and 
'  ftgn  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Deeemlwr,  one 
ftwml  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  the  like  pro- 
Ui&m  ehall  be  extended  to  the  notes  of  all  banks 
isomg  IhUs  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than 
tiratydaUan. 

SeCl  1  A»d  bi  itfwrOuer  enaeted,  That  no  notes 
diall  be  recared  by  we  collectors  or  receirers  of  the 
poUk  money  vfaudi  the  banks  in  which  they  are  to 
be  deposited  shall  not,  under  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  agree  to 
pan  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as  cash: 
Prmded,  That  if  any  deposit  bank  shall  refVise  to 
Kaive  and  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
iseah,  any  notes  receivable  under  the  provisions 
of  tha  act,  which  aaid  bank,  in  the  ordinary  course 
<f  bosinew,  receives  on  general  deposit,  the  Seere- 
tay  of  the  Treasury  ia  hereby  authorised  to  with- 
(knr  the  public  depoats  from  said  bank. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the 

llr.  Bkbtoh  rose  and  commenced  his  speech 
*gainst  its  passage  with  stating  the  reason  why 
he  had  not  spoken  the  evemng  before,  when 
tl>e  question  was  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
MB.  He  said  that  be  conld  not  have  foreseen 
that  the  sobject  depending  before  the  Senate, 
the  bin  for  limiting  the  sales  of  the  pnblio  lands 
to  aetoal  settlers,  would  be  laid  down  for  the 
pm^oee  of  taking  np  this  sabjeot  ont  of  its 
order;  and,  therefore,  had  not  brought  with 
lum  Eome  memortmdnms  which  he  intended  to 
uewhen  this  sabject  came  up.  He  did  not 
^loose  to  ask  for  delay,  because  his  habit  was 
to  speak  to  subjects  when  they  were  called ; 
nd  m  this  particular  case  he  did  not  think  it 
iiaterial  when  he  spoke ;  for  he  was  very  well 
«»are  that  his  speaking  would  not  atfect  the 
fiUe  of  the  bill  It  would  pass,  and  that  was 
known  to  all  in  the  chamber.  It  was  known 
to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Ewino)  who  in- 
dulged himself  in  saying  he  thought  otherwise 
« WW  days  ago ;  but  that  was  omy  a  good-na- 


tured way  of  stimulating  his  Mends,  and  bring- 
ing them  np  to  the  scratch.  The  bill  would 
pass,  and  that  by  a  good  vote,  for  it  would 
have  the  vote  of  the  opposition,  and  a  divinon 
of  the  administration  vote.  Why,  theif,  did  he 
speak?  Because  it  was  due  to  his  position, 
and  the  part  he  had  acted  on  the  currency 
questions,  to  express  his  sentiments  more  fully 
on  this  bill,  so  vital  to  the  general  currency, 
than  could  be  done  by  a  mere  negative  vote. 
He  should,  therefore,  speak  against  it,  and 
should  direct  his  attention  to  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Pnblio  Land  Committee,  which  had  so 
totally  changed  the  character  of  the  proceeding 
on  this  sabjeot.  The  recision  of  the  Treasury 
order  was  introduced  a  resolution — it  went  out 
a  resolntion — bat  it  came  back  a  bill,  and  a 
bill  to  regulate,  not  the  lagd  oiHce  receipts 
only,  but  wl  the  receipts  of  the  Federal  Gk>v- 
emment ;  and  in  this  new  form  is  to  become 
statute  law,  and  a  law  to  operate  on  all  the 
revenues,  and  te  repeal  all  other  laws  upon  the 
subject  to  which  it  related.  In  this  new  form 
it  assumes  an  importance,  and  acquires  an 
effect,  infinitely  beyond  a  resolntion,  and  be- 
comes, in  fact  at  well  as  in  name,  a  totally  new 
measure.  Mr.  B.  reminded  the  Senate  tiiat  he 
had,  in  his  first  speech  on  this  subject,  given  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  two  main  objects  were  pro- 
posed to  be  aooomplished  by  the  rescinding  res- 
olution: first,  the  implied  condemnation  of 
President  Jackson  for  violating  the  laws  and 
constitntion,  and  destroying  the  prosperity  of 
the  country ;  and,  secondly,  the  imposition  of 
the  paper  currency  of  the  States  upon  the 
Federal  Government.  With  respect  to  the  first 
of  these  objects,  he  preenmed  it  was  ftally  prov- 
ed by  the  speeches  of  all  the  opposition  Sen- 
ators who  had  spoken  on  this  subject;  and, 
with  respect  to  the  second,  he  believed  it  would 
find  its  proof  in  the  cliange  which  the  original 
resolntion  had  undergone,  and  the  form  it  was 
now  assuming  of  statoto  law,  and  eq>eoially 
with  the  proviso  which  was  added  at  the  end 
of  the  second  section. 

Having  remarked  upon  the  phraseology  of 
the  bill,  and  shown  that  a  paper  currency,  com- 
posed of  the  notes  of  a  tnousand  lo«d  banks, 
not  only  might  become  the  oarrenoy  of  the 
Federal  Oovemment,  bnt  was  evidentiy  intend- 
ed to  be  made  its  currency ;  and  that,  in  the 
face  of  all  the  protestations  of  the  friends  of  the 
administration  in  favor  of  re-eetablishing  the 
national  gold  currency,  Mr.  B.  would  now  take 
up  the  bUl  of  the  committee  under  two  or  three 
other  aspects,  and  show  it  to  be  as  mistaken  in 
its  design  as  it  would  be  impotent  in  its  effect 
In  the  first  place,  it  transferred  the  business  of 
suppressing  the  small-note  oiroulation  from  the 
deposit  branch  to  the  collecting  branch  of  the 
pnblio  revenne.  At  present,  this  business  was 
in  a  oourse  of  progress  through  the  deposit 
banks,  as  a  condition  of  holding^ the  pnblio 
moneys,  and,  as  snob,  had  a  place  in  the  de- 
posit act  of  the  last  session,  and  also  had  a  place 
in  the  President's  message  of  the  last  session, 
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where  the  sappreseion  of  paper  corrency  under 
twenty  dollars  was  ejcpressly  referred  to  the 
action  of  the  deposit  banks,  and  as  a  condition 
ot  their  retaining  the  public  deposits.  It  was 
thronghithe  deposit  banks,  and  not  through  the 
reception  of  local  bank  paper,  that  the  suppres- 
non  of  small  notes  should  be  effected.  In  the 
next  place,  he  objected  to  the  committee's  bill, 
because  it  proposed  to  make  a  bargain  with 
each  of  the  thousand  banks  now  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  hundreds  more  which  will  soon 
be  born,  and  to  give  them  a  right — a  right  by 
law — to  have  their  notes  received  at  the  federal 
Treasury.  He  was  against  such  a  bargain.  He 
had  no  idea  of  making  a  contract  with  these 
thousand  banks  for  the  reception  of  their  notes. 
He  had  no  idea  of  contracting  with  them,  and 
giving  them  a  right  to  plead  th^  Oonstitution 
of  the  United  States  against  us,  if,  at  any  time, 
after  having  agreed  to  receive  their  notes,  upon 
condition  that  they  would  give  up  their  small 
circulation,  they  should  choose  to  say  we  had 
impaired  the  contract  by  not  continuing  to  re- 
ceive them ;  and  so  either  r^pse  into  the  issue 
of  this  small  trash,  or  have  recourse  to  the  ju- 
dicial process  to  compel  the  United  States  to 
abide  tii6  contract,  and  continue  the  reception 
of  all  their  notes.  Mr.  B.  had  no  idea  of  letting 
down  this  Federal  Government  to  such  petty 
and  inconvenient  bargains  with  a  thousand 
moneyed  corporations.  The  Government  of 
the  United  States  ought  to  act  as  a  Govern- 
ment, and  not  as  a  contractor.  It  should  pre- 
scribe conditions,  and  not  make  bargains.  It 
should  give  the  law.  He  was  agunst  these 
bargains,  even  if  they  were  good  ones ;  but 
they  were  bad  bargains,  wretchedly  bad,  and 
ought  to  be  rejected  as  such,  even  if  all  higher 
and  nobler  considerations  were  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. What  is  the  consideration  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  to  receive?  A  mere  individual 
agreement  with  each  bank  by  itself,  that  in 
three  years  it  will  cease  to  issue  notes  under 
ten  dollars,  and  in  five  years  it  will  cease  to  is- 
sue notes  under  twenty  dollars.  What  is  the 
price  which  she  pays  for  this  consideration  t  In 
the  first  place,  it  receives  the  notes  of  such  banks 
as  gold  and  silver  at  all  the  land  offices,  custom- 
houses, and  post  offices,  of  the  United  States, 
and,  of  course,  pays  them  out  again  as  gold  and 
silver  to  all  her  debtors.  In  the  next  place,  it 
compels  the  deposit  banks  to  credit  them  as 
cash.  In  the  third  place,  it  accredits  the  whole 
circulation  of  the  banks,  and  makes  it  current 
all  over  tiie  United  States,  in  consequence  of 
universal  receivability  for  all  federal  dues.  In 
other  wbrds,  it  indorses,  so  far  as  credit  is  con- 
cerned, the  whole  circulation  of  every  bank 
that  comes  into  the  bargtun  thus  proposed. 
This  is  certainly  a  most  wretched  bargain  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States — a  ba^in  in 
which  what  she  receives  is  ruinous  to  her ;  for 
the  more  local  paper  she  receives  in  payment 
of  her  revenues,  the  worse  for  her,  and  the 
sooner  wiU  her  Treasury  be  filled  with  un- 
available fimds. 


"itr.  B.  had  been  at  work  for  five  years  to 
procure  the  suppression  of  paper  money  under 
twenty  dollars.  His  exertions^  on  that  point, 
had  brought  him  into  commnmcation  with  the 
officers  of  many  banks ;  and  it  was  due  to  fliem 
to  say,  that  fdl  the  banks  of  high  diaraoter, 
with  which  be  had  communicated,  were  ia 
favor  of  the  snppresrion  of  nnall  notes;  and 
he  was  fully  persuaded  that  many  of  them,  and 
as  a  mere  condition  of  retaining  the  public  de- 
posits, if  the  deposit  banks  were  reduced  to  the 
proper  number,  would  give  up  their  cirooktion 
entirely,  and  introduce  into  our  country  the  ex- 
ample of  banks  of  discount,  deposit,  and  ex- 
change, alone,  as  they  exist  in  Europe,  and 
where  they  give  all  the  real  benefits  of  banks, 
without  the  dangers  and  mischiefs  of  issuing 
paper  money.  In  his  opinion,  about  thirty  de- 
posit banks  were  enough ;  they  were  more 
places  of  deposit  than  existed  during  the  time 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  had 
but  twenty-four  branches :  and  if  the  deposts 
were  confined  to  about  thirty  banks  of  good 
capital  and  high  character,  these  banks  would 
immediately,  that  is  to  say,  within  one  or  two 
years,  and  now  while  we  have  the  specie  to  jnstify 
the  operation,  enter  heartily  into  the  meawire 
of  putting  down  the  circulation  of  notes  under 
twenty  dollars.  With  the  additional  induce- 
ment of  relinquishing  the  interest  which  they 
now  pay  on  deposits,  ne  felt  certain  they  wonld 
quicUy  accomplish  this  great  work  for  Uie 
country.  Now  is  the  time,  as  Mr.  0.  P.  'White 
says  in  his  letter,  now  is  the  time  to  do  it,  when 
our  specie  is  between  seventy  and  eighty  pil- 
lions of  dollars.  Certainly  this  is  the  tim& 
while  forty-five  millions  of  that  specie  is  lodied 
up  in  the  vaults  of  banks — and  wnile  our  paper 
circulation  is  so  redundant  as  to  have  under- 
gone a  depreciation  which  is  heavily  felt  in  the 
price  of  every  article  of  consumption  by  all  per- 
sons who  live  upon  wages  and  fixed  income. 
This  is  the  time  to  effect  the  suppression ;  and 
it  was  afflicting  to  see  it  lost ;  for  to  postpone 
it  five  years  was  to  lose  the  golden  opportunity. 
And  at  whose  instance  was  this  to  be  done! 
At  the  instance  of  the  small  banks — the  two- 
and-sixpenny  concerns — to  which  it  was  an  ob- 
ject to  put  out  small  notes,  for  the  sake  of  the 
gain  to  the  bank  upon  the  loss  to  the  commn- 
nity,  in  the  wear  and  tear  of  small  notes.  Mr. 
B.  said  it  was  the  small  banks  which  cling  to 
the  small  notes,  and  some  of  them  since  (hey 
became  deposit  banks,  and  in  violation  of  the 
deposit  law.  He  wonld  give  an  instance;  it 
was  from  that  same  Clinton  Bank  of  Colnmbm, 
from  which  he  had  before  read.  In  the  state- 
ment of  its  condition  made  to  the  Legislatore 
of  Ohio  on  the  9th  day  of  January  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  the  circulation  of  the  bank  is  thus 
stated:  One-dollar  biUs,  $6,226 ;  two-dollar  do. 
$4,916 ;  three-doUar  do.  $6,669 ;  five  do.  $6^ 
086,  ten  do.  $10,910 ;  twenty  do.  $12,140;  fifty 
do.  $13,400;  one  hundred  do.  $300.  Now, 
here  is  a  bank  whose  total  circulation  is  $llo,- 
000,  and  of  which  the  whole,  except  about 
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$S6,000,  is  under  twenty  dollars ;  and  jei  this 
bank,  on  this  question,  and  in  this  chamber,  is 
to  ontweigh  the  Manhattan,  and  the  other  great 
bAnks  of  tiie  .conntrT- 1 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  cnrions  to  observe  that  the 
email  country  banks  in  England  had  governed 
the  legislation  of  the  British  Pwl  lament  in  the 
snppreaaon  of  the  small  notes,  precisely  in  the 
manner  now  going  on  in  this  country,  and  with 
the  same  disastartms  results  there  which  may  be 
expected  to  ensue  here.  He  would,  to  show 
ihia,  Kad  an  extract  from  the  testimony  of  the 
goremor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  Mr.  Horsley 
Palmer,  before  Lord  Althorp's  committee,  in 
188S.    He  says : 

"  By  the  resolation  of  the  Bouse  of  Conunons  of 
1819,  the  Bank  of  England  ■^aa  required,  within 
four  yeais,  to  pay  off  in  gold  the  amoqnt  of  their 
one^Knmd  notes  then  in  cumulation,  (about  £7,600- 
000 ;)  farther,  to  provide  the  coin  for  paying  off  the 
country  small  notes  in  1825,  (about  £7,800,000 
Bore;)  in  addition  to^wliicii,  the  neoesdty  waa  im- 
pond  of  providing  the  requiate  surplus  bullion  for 
tnmring  tile  Convertibility  of  all  ibeir  liabilities; 
wlich  addition  of  bullion  to  Uieir  stock  could  not  be 
olimated  at  less  than  £5,000,000;  making  in  tho 
aggregate  £20,000,000  of  gold  as  necessary  to  be 
prociued  from  foreign  countries  witliin  tiie  space  of 
four  yeaia  from  1819.  The  bank  cancelled  their  own 
small  notes  in  1821,  (two  years  before  the  time 
limited  by  Parliament)  In  1822,  being  three  years 
prior  to  the  time  fixed  by  Parliament,  they  were  in 
a  situation  to  furnish  the  gold  for  paying  off  the 
countiy  amaU  notes,  (that  is,  they  had  procured  the 
whole  20  millions  in  gold,  near  100  millions  <4 
dollani,  from  foreign  countries  in  three  years,)  when, 
wf&out  any  eonminnicaUon  with  the  l>imk,  the 
dovemment  thought  proper  to  authorize  a  oontin- 
aaoce  of  the  circulation  ot  tho  country  small  notes 
■nta  18SS." 

Ml.  B.  said  it  was  here  seen  that  the  governor 
ci  the  Bank  of  England  complained  that,  when 
tho  Bank  of  England  had  procured  twenty  mil- 
Uona  sterling  in  gold  in  three  years,  (equal  to 
near  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,)  and  had 
suppressed  its  own  small  notes,  and  had  gold 
enough  to  supply  the  place  of  all  the  country 
banks'  email  notes,  these  country  hanks  got 
the  time  extended  for  the  suppression  of 
theirs — got  it  done  in  Parliament,  without  con- 
sultation with  the  Bank  of  England-^^md  ex- 
tended up  to  the  year  1888.  This  is  the  testi- 
mony of  the  governor  of  the  bank,  and  the 
point  of  it  is  thi^ :  that  the  Parliament  lost  the 
golden  moment  of  doing  the  great  work,  and 
lost  it  by  conforming  to  the  interests  or  the 
Small  country  banks,  whose  friends  were  nu- 
merous and  powerful  in  Parliament,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  interests  of  the  empire,  and  against 
&e  wishes  of  the  Bank  of  England.  The  rest 
is  matter  of  history.  That  history  is,  that  these 
countty  banks  never  enjoyed  the  seven  years 
which  Parliament  granted  them.  Having  seven 
years  to  go  upon,  they  resolved  to  make  hay 
while  the  sun  waa  shining.  So  to  work  they 
went,  and  put  out  more  small  notes  than  ever, 
Tbie  oonseqne&oe  was,  the  vast  and  diaastrons 


explosion  of  the  paper  system  which  took  place 
in  1826,  an  explosion  which  covered  all  Eng- 
land with  the  wrecks  of  broken  fortunes,  and 
in  which  eo  many  families  who  thought  them* 
selves  affluent  were  suddenly  sunk,  without  any 
fault  of  their  own,  and,  as  if  by  magic  and  en- 
chantment, from  the  enjoyment  of  wealth  and 
happiness,  to  the  sufferings  of  poverty,  misery, 
and  despair.  History,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  s^d  to  be 
philosophy  teaching  by  example.  But  how 
many  of  her  lessons  are  lost  upon  the  world  I 
Here  is  a  great  lesson  given  to  us  in  our  own 
time,  and  by  the  nation  from  whom  we  have 
borrowed  our  whole  system  of  banking.  Yet 
this  lesson  is  lost  upon  us;  and  we  must  go 
through  her  sufferings,  and  learn  it  ourselves, 
as  she  did,  before  we  can  know  it.  Our  cir- 
cumstances are  the  same ;  we  have  aoonmolat- 
ed  upwards  of  70  millions  of  gold  and  silver ; 
it  is  increasing  every  day ;  we  are  ready  for 
tho  operation  of  drawing  in  small  notes,  and 
patting  out  hard  money;  the  strong  and  re- 
spectable banks  wish  us  to  do  it ;  the  publio 
interest  requires  it  to  be  done ;  the  poboy  of 
President  Jackson's  administration  prescribes 
it ;  yet  we  lose  the  golden  opportunity ;  we  put 
it  off  for  five  years  I  and  instead  of  adopting  an 
efficient  course  to  act  upon  masses  of  bimks, 
and  upon  every  variety  of  their  circulation 
under  twenty  dollars,  we  take  an  impotent,  in- 
efficient conrse,  and  to  act  upon  units,  and  up- 
on the  notes  which  they  issue  only,  and  by  way 
of  bargain,  which  either  party  may  terminate 
when  it  pleases,  a  bargain  which  must  be  fatal 
to  our  Treasury  if  the  lianks  accept  it  t 

Mr.  B.,  having  gone  over  these  objections  to 
the  committee's  bill,  would  now  ascend  to  a 
class  of  objections  of  a  higher  and  graver  char- 
acter. He  had  already  remarked  that  the  com- 
mittee had  carried  out  a  resolution,  and  had 
brought  back  a  bill ;  that  the  committee  pro- 
posed a  statutory  enactment,  where  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ewiwo, )  and  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bivks,)  had  only  proposed 
a  joint  resolution ;  and  he  had  already  farther 
remarked,  that  in  addition  to  this  total  change 
in  the  mode  of  action,  the  committee  had  added 
what  neither  of  these  Senators  had  proposed, 
a  clause,  under  a  proviso,  to  eqact  pf^>er  money 
into  cash — to  pass  paper  money  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  Stat^  as  cash — and  to  pnniab, 
by  the  loss  of  the  deposits,  any  deposit  bank 
which  should  refuse  so  to  receive,  so  to  credit, 
and  so  to  pass,  the  notes  "  receivable  "  under 
the  provisions  of  their  bill.  These  two  changes 
make  entirely  a  new  measure— one  of  wholly 
a  different  character  from  the  resolutions  of  the 
two  Senators— a  measure  which  openly  and  in 
terms,  and  under  penalties,  undertakes  to  make 
local  State  paper  a  legal  tender  to  the  Federal 
Government,  and  to  compel  the  reception  of  all 
its  revenues  in  the  notes  "  receivable  "  under 
the  provisions  of  the  committee's  bUl.  After 
this  gigantic  step — ^this  colossal  movement — in 
favor  of  paper  money,  there  was  but  one  step 
more  for  the  committee  to  take,  and  ttutt  waa  to 
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make  these  notes  a  legal  tender  in  all  payments 
from  the  Federal  Government.  But  that  step 
was  mmeoessanr  to  bo  taken  in  words,  for  it  is 
taken  in  fact,  when  the  other  great  step  becomes 
law.  For  it  is  incontestable  that  what  the  Gov- 
ernment receives,  it  must  pay  out ;  and  what 
it  pays  out  becomes  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. So  that  when  this  bill  passes,  the  paper 
money  of  the  local  banks  will  be  a  tender  by 
law  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  a  tender 
by  dureue  from  the  Government  to  its  creditors 
and  the  people.  This  is  the  state  to  which  the 
committee's  bill  will  bring  us  I  and  now,  let  us 
paose  and  contemplate,  for  a  moment,  the  po- 
sition we  occupy,  and  the  vast  ocean  of  paper 
on  which  we  are  proposed  to  be  embarked. 

We  stand  upon  a  constitution  which  rocog- 
nizes  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  for  money ; 
we  stand  upon  a  legislation  of  near  fifty  years, 
which  recognizes  nothing  but  gold  and  silver 
for  money.  Now,  for  the  first  time,  we  have  a 
statutory  enactment  proposed  to  recognize  the 
paper  of  a  wilderness  of  local  banks  for  money, 
and  in  so  doing  to  repeal  all  prior  legislation  by 
law,  and  the  constitution  by  fact.  This  is  an 
era  in  our  legislation.  It  is  statute  law  to  con- 
trol all  other  law,  and  is  not  a  resolution  to  aid 
other  laws,  and  to  express  the  opinions  of  Con- 
gress. On  this  point  he  must  be  permitted  to 
refer  to  what  he  had  said  in  a  former  part  of 
this  debate,  when  he  dwelt  upon  the  difference 
between  an  act  of  Congress  and  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  and  congratulated  himself  that  no 
act  of  the  national  Legislature  had  ever  attack- 
ed the  great  fundamental  acts  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenues  in  the  gold  and  silver  money 
of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  effects  of  this  statute  woold 
be,  to  make  a  p^er  government — ^to  insure  the 
exportation  of  our  specie — to  leave  the  State 
banks  without  foundations  to  rest  upon — ^to 
produce  a  certain  catastrophe  in  the  whole  pa- 
per system — to  revive  the  pretensions  of  the 
iJnitM  States  Bank — and  to  fasten,  for  a  time, 
the  Adam  Smith  system  upon  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  the  whole  Union. 

Mr.  B.  objected  to  the  bill,  for  want  of  cer- 
tainty in  the  kind  of  money  which  was  to  be 
received  in  the  land  offices.  The  whole  question 
was  left  afloat  Nothing  was  fixed;  nothing 
was  stationary.  What  was  land-office  money 
to-day  might  not  be  so  to-morrow.  The  orders 
for  tiie  reception  and  r^eotion  of  dififerent 
pi^per,  or  the  same  paper,  might  vary  from  day 
to  day.  A  farmer  hears  that  the  notes  of  a 
particular  bank  are  receivable;  he  supplies 
nimself  with  those  notes  and  goes  to  the  office. 
When  be  gets  there,  he  may  meet  an  order  to 
ezdnde  them ;  and  then  be  turned  over  to  a 
money-dealer  to  furnish  himself  with  other  notes, 
no  better  than  those  he  had,  but  at  a  cost  of  five, 
ten,  or  fifteen  per  cent,  to  him,  to  effect  the 
exchange.  Far  better  would  it  be  for  the 
formers  and  settlers  to  have  the  permanency 
and  uniformity  of  gold  and  silver  only  for 
laadrOfiEkw  payments ;  then  they  would  always 


know  what  they  had  to  rely  upon,  and  would 
be  free  from  disappointments  and  impositions. 

Mr.  B.  farther  objected  to  the  receivahillty 
of  paper  money  at  the  land  offices,  on  accoant 
of  the  advantages  which  it  gave  to  bankers 
and  their  favorites  over  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity. To  a  banker,  or  his  favorite,  it  was 
pretty  immaterial  whether  he  eave  a  quire  or 
a  ream — a  handful,  or  an  armful— of  his  paper, 
for  a  parcel  of  land ;  and  whether  this  paper 
was  speckled  over  with  figures  for  five  dollars 
or  fifty  dollars,  or  five  hundred  dollars.  It  was 
all  pretty  much  the  same  thing  to  him.  To  a 
farmer,  however,  who  had  to  give  labor,  or 
produce,  or  property,  for  every  dollar  he 
obtained,  it  was  quite  another  eSair;  and  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  stand  the  com- 
petition with  the  man  of  quires,  with  his 
machine  to  impress  letters  and  figures  for  as 
many  dollars  as  he  pleased,  on  the  little  oblong 
slips  of  paper  which  constituted  bank  notes. 
It  was  a  shame  in  the  Government  to  put  the 
farmer  in  competition  with  such  wholesale 
manufacturers  of  paper  dollars. 

Mr.  B.  farther  objected  to  this  bill,  becanse 
its  tendency  was  to  inundate  the  new  States 
with  strange  and  unknown  bank  paper.  In 
the  new  States,  whatever  was  land  office 
money  was  current  money.  It  was  current, 
not  only  at  the  land  office,  but  in  every  place, 
and  all  over  the  State.  It  was  a  Government 
indorsement,  which  gave  credit  to  the  whole 
issue  of  the  bank.  Taking  advantage  of  tLis, 
it  was  quite  usual  for  enterprising  banks  to  get 
their  paper  made  receivable  in  the  land  ofBcea: 
then  go  to  the  new  States,  and  lay  o^'J^' 
mense  quantities  of  it  in  the  purchase  of  prod- 
ucts, or  property;  and  then  leave  it  to  w 
shaved  out  of  the  hands  of  the  jieople  wh« 
it  ceased  to  be  land  office  money,  or  whea 
specie  was  wanted  for  it. 

Finally,  Mr.  B.  objected,  totally,  to  the  idea 
of  continuing  to  receive  •paper  money  for  tte 
dues  of  the  Federal  Government.  This  biU 
was  intended  to  be  a  permanent  law;  there 
was  no  limitation  of  tune  in  it.  It  was  in- 
tended to  continue  paper  money  forever  as  tne 
currency  of  the  Federal  Government.  TnOT 
was  no  longer  any  plea  of  necessity  to  jnstuy 
such  a  gross  depai-ture  from  the  constitution. 
It  is  not  now  as  it  was  in  1816,  when  tne 
joint  resolution  of  that  year  was  passed,  in^, 
there  was  less  specie  in  the  country  than  evw 
was  known ;  now  tiiere  is  more  than  ever  wm 
known.  The  joint  resolution  of  1816  was  • 
great  advance  upon  the  existing  state  <»  ""°^ 
at  that  time  :  the  same  resolution  would  De» 
retrograde  movement,  and  a  great  ia""'8."?r 
at  the  present  day.  We  have  now  n^  ej^ 
miUions  of  specie.  The  Secretary  of  the  i resr 
ury  computed  it  at  seventy-three  millions  i" 
months  ago,  and  it  has  been  increasing  e™ 
since.  A  New  Orleans  paper  co™?"*^, '«,- 
eighty  millions.  'Say  the  amount  is  seventy-n 
mUlions;  that  sum  is  far  beyond  any  po^" 
demand  that  the  coUeotion  of  the  revenues  •» 
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specie  ooold  demand.  On  this  point  Mr.  B. 
RMke  irith  data  in  his  hand,  and  could 
wmonstrate  and  proye  up  what  he  sidd.  He 
had  two  di£fbr«it  data  to  go  upon,  either  of 
which  wonid  be  snfficient,  and  both  of  which, 
together,  would  be  eonolnaiye.  First,  as  to  the 
aononnt  of  money  which  it  reqnires  to  effect  a 
gjrea  amomit  of  payments  in  transacting  the 
bnrinees  of  the  conntry.  Everybody  Imows 
tbsA  it  does  not  require  an  amount  of  money 
equal  to  the  whole  amonnt  of  annnal  pay- 
ments, to  make  those  payments.  This  might 
be  thia  case  if  every  creditor  ate  all  the 
money  which  he  received;  bat  as  he  does 
not  eat  it,  bnt  pays  it  over  to  somebody 
else,  h  follows  that  the  same  piece  of  money 
performs  many  payments  in  the  conrse  of  the 
ye«r ;  and,  consequently,  that  a  earn  far  below 
the  amount  of  annual  payments  will  be  snffi- 
oent  to  effect  all  those  payments.  A  propor- 
tionate supply,  then,  is  tJl  that  is  wanted ;  and 
tbat  prc^iortion  is  fixed  by  political  economists 
at  the  one-tenth.  Thns,  annnal  payments  to 
the  amonnt  of  ten  millions  mi^  be  effected  by 
means  of  one  million ;  and  so  on  in  the  same 
proportion,  for  any  amonnt.  Upon  this  data 
]£  woold  require  but  a  small  part  of  onr  seventy 
odd  millions  to  effect  all  the  annnal  payments 
to  die  Federal  Government.  Then,  try  another 
data.  Take  the  experience  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  During  the  time  that  that  bank 
■waa  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government, 
Bothiog  was  received  by  the  Federal  Govem- 
meat  bat  its  own  notes  and  silver;  for  there 
was  then  no  gold  in  circulation.  The  amonnt 
of  rfnited  States  Bank  notes  in  circulation, 
ihongfa  pushed  up  a  few  times  to  twenty  odd 
nuQlons,  was  generally  below  twenty;  bnt 
take  that  for  the  average,  and  add  the  silver, 
which  was  computed  in  1832,  by  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  WisffrEB,)  in  the 
debate  on  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  at 
from  twenty  to  twenty-two  milUons;  pot  these 
two  sums  together,  and  you  have  about 
forty  millions,  or  litde  more  than  half  the  gold 
and  silver  now  in  the  country.  Here,  again, 
the  result  is  satisfactory,  and  shows  that  we 
have  more  than  enough  for  this  purpose.  Bnt 
there  is  still  a  third  way  to  arrive  at  the  same 
resolt.  It  is  by  looking  to  the  actual  amount 
that  win  be  required  for  the  great  sources  of 
Government  demand — lands,  cnstoms,  and  Post 
Office.  '  The  lands,  whether  sales  are  restricted 
to  settlers,  or  limited  to  hard  money  payments, 
which  would  itself  be  a  restriction  of  sales  to 
settlers,  it  is  certain  not  more  than  five  or  six 
minions  of  dollars'  worth  would  be  sold ;  and, 
as  the  Government  would  not  eat  these  five  or 
Rx  millions,  but  pay  them  back  as  fast  as- 
received,  it  would  follow  that  a  part  only  of 
it  would  be  snfficient  to  make  the  whole  pay- 
ment. Then,  as  to  the  customs :  they  may 
■smoont  to  about  twenty  millions,  but  would, 
in  reality,  require  but  litfle  specie ;  for  the  pay- 
ments through  the  customs  are  seldom  made 
1)7  counting  money,  but  by  a  transfer  of  credit 


on  the  books  of  a  bank.  An  order  to  pay  the 
cnstoms  in  hard  money  would  make  very  little 
difference  in  the  payments  as  now  made. 
This,  every  merchant  and  business  man  fully 
understands.  Kezt,  as  to  the  Post  Office: 
here  the  receipts  are  upwards  of  four  millions 
per  annum ;  but  the  Postmaster  General  does 
not  eat  the  money,  but  pays  It  out  immediately, 
and  sends  it  back  into  the  mass  of  circulation, 
in  payment  for  services  rendered  to  the  Depart- 
ment by  contractors,  agents,  deputy  post- 
masters, &o.,  who  immediately  disburse  it 
among  the  oommnnity. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  bill,  though  in  its  terms 
a  general  measure,  and  professing  to  act  only 
on  coming  events,  yet  was,  in  reality,  a  measure 
rescinding  the  Treasury  order  of  July  last; 
and,  as  such,  was  greeted  and  saluted  by  the 
friends  of  the  recision  on  this  floor.  They 
openly  celebrated  the  advent  of  the  bill  as  the 
triumph  of  their  movement,  and  announce  its 
passage  as  a  welcome  victory.  This  may  be. 
They  may  carry  the  bill,  but  they  cannot  carry 
the  argument.  They  may  rescind  the  order, 
bnt  they  cannot  verify'  Mr.  Biddle's  prediction 
of  the  distress  it  was  to  create,  nor  mvalidate 
President  Jackson's  statement  of  the  good  it 
had  produced.  In  the  month  of  November, 
Mr.  Biddle  predicted  a  world  of  woe — all  to 
take  place  by  the  time  that  Congress  met,  and 
all  to  result  from  the  Treasury  order,  and  the 
manner  of  executing  the  deposit  act — "  intense 

Cniary  distress ;  derangement  of  exchanges ; 
of  confidence;  destruction  of  the  pnblio 
prosperity ;  scarcity  of  money ;  fall  of  prices ; 
ruin  of  the  currency ; "  and  he  averred  that 
the  instant  repeal  of  tiie  Treasury  order,  under 
the  command  of  Congress,  if  the  Secretary 
would  not  do  it  voluntanly,  would  restore  confi- 
dence in  twenty-four  hours,  and  put  an  end  to 
all  this  mass  of  woe  in  twenty-four  days.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  President  informed  us,  in 
hb  annnal  Message,  that  the  same  Treasury 
order  had  produced  many  salutary  conse- 
quences. He  says  it  has  checked  the  career 
of  the  Western  banks,  and  given  them  addi- 
tional strength  to  meet  approaching  difficulties ; 
that  it  has  cut  off  the  means  of  speculation  in 
the  public  lands ;  that  it  has  saved  the  new 
States  from  the  evils  of  a  non-resident  pro- 
prietorship ;  that  it  has  kept  open  the  publio 
lands  to  the  entry  of  cultivators,  and  saved 
them  from  competition  with  those  who  are 
favored  with  bank  facilities ;  that  it  has  caused 
gold  and  silver  to  fiow  into  the  new  States, 
and  placed  the  business  of  the  whole  country 
on  a  safer  and  morq  solid  ba^is.  This  is  the 
representation  of  the  President ;  and  which  is 
the  true  pictnre  ?  his  statement,  or  Mr.  Biddle's 
prediction!  Surely  the  state  of  the  country 
will  answer  the  question  1  Certainly  the  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  every  individual  will  enable 
him  to  answer  itl  The  whole  prediction  for 
the  panic  and  pressure  has  failed  I  the  edict  for 
the  distress  has  £ailed  I  It  was  to  no  purpose 
that  the  distress  was  commenced  at  several 
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places ;  that  many  presses,  and  several  speakers 
on  this  floor,  annonnced  and  proclaimed  it 
The  seventy  odd  millions  of  hard  money  which 
had  been  brought  into  the  oonntry  was  death 
to  the  operation ;  and,  after  a  few  vun  efforts 
to  renew  the  scenes  of  1838,  after  a  few  abor- 
tive demonstrations  to  alarm  the  pablio,  the 
whole  contrivance  was  abandoned,  or,  rather, 
the  performance  was  postponed ;  for  it  is  never 
to  be  forgotten  that  panic  and  pressure  is  part 
of  the  permanent  system  of  the  denationalized 
national  bonk,  and  will  be  brought  to  bear, 
whenever  opportmiity  will  permit,  until  it  sh^ 
be  proved  to  the  people  that  they  cannot  live 
withont  a  national  bank.  The  edict  for  the 
distress,  then,  has  faUed;  and  the  failure  of 
that  scheme  is  itself  the  proof  of  the  truth  of 
President  Jackson's  statement  of  the  good 
effects  of  the  order.  That  order  has  been 
attended  by  every  good  effect  which  he  has 
mentioned,  and  this  is  universally  known  in  the 
West,  and  is  proved  negatively  by  the  total 
absence  of  aU  complaint  from  that  quarter. 
Nobody  in  the  new  States  complains  to  us ;  no 
one  in  the  new  States  sends  nere  to  demand 
the  recision  of  the  order.  That  demand  comes 
fi-om  Philadelphia,  where  there  are  no  public 
lands ;  from  Kentucky,  where  there  are  none ; 
fi-om  Ohio,  where  there  are  next  to  none ;  and 
firom  members  on  this  floor,  who  are  backed  by 
Bo  memorials  from  home.  The  letter  from  the 
clerk  in  the  land  office  at  Kalamazoo  covers  the 
whole  ground,  and  proves  the  wisdom,  the 
beneficence,  and  the  necessity  of  that  order. 
Tlie  diminution  of  tiie  sales  after  the  issuing  of 
the  order  is  a  further  proof  to  the  same  effect. 
Before  the  sales,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  months 
of  May  and  June,  two  months  in  which  the 
amount  of  sales  should  have  been  least,  they 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  six  millions  and  a 

Snarter;  the  months  of  October  and  November, 
iie  two  months  in  which  the  sales  should  have 
been  greatest,  the  amount  was  three  millions 
one  hundred  thousand.  The  month  of  Decem- 
ber, though  the  returns  are  not  complete,  shows 
a  still  further  decline:  and  if  gentlemen  had 
patience  to  wait  for  the  returns  of  January, 
the  first  month  in  which  the  order  had  full 
effect,  they  would,  no  doubt,  find  it  bringing 
down  the  sales  to  a  moderate  amount,  and 
effecting  a  diminution  of  income,  from  that 
source  of  revenue,  to  as  small  a  de^«e  as  could 
be  desired,  and  in  a  manner  the  most  simple, 
the  most  regular,  the  most  effectual,  and  the 
most  satisfactory,  that  can  be  devised  by  the 
wit  of  man. 

Every  good  Qonsequenoe  stated  by  the  Presi- 
dent had  resulted  from  the  operation  of  the 
order ;  and  the  evidence  of  this  was  too  public 
and  notorious  to  require  illustration,  or  to  admit 
of  enumeration.  But  there  was  one  point  of 
his  statement  which  was  an  exception  to  this 
remark,  and  on  which  it  would  be  profitable  to 
go  into  some  detail ;  for  it  concerned  not  only 
tiie  lands,  but  the  fas  more  important  sabject  of 


the  ourrmoy  itself;  he  alluded  to  that  psrt  o('-^ 
the  President's  Message  in  which  he  stated  th«t  ^ 
this  order  had  checked  the  career  c^  the  West-  -J 
em  banks,  and  compelled  them  to  strengthen., 
themselves  against  the  revukions  oonseqoent 
upon  every  ezpanuim  of  the  bank  issues,   lliig:  i 
was  true  to  a  deeree  of  which  no  one  had  a  ' 
conception  but  those  who  had  access  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  condition  of  all  the  banka,.  i 
and  who  availed  thouselves  of  that  right  0/  ^ 
access  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  tbeae 
banks,  and  to  compare  that  condition  with  the 
approved  principles  of  what  is  considered  safe  ': 
and  sound  banking. 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  am<Hig  tiiose  things  which  .1 
were  considered  as  settled  in  the  science  aod  - 
mystery  of  banking,  there  was  one  principle  .; 
which  required  the  immediate  means  of  the  ; 
bank  to  bear  a  certain  proportion  to  its  imme-  _ 
diate  liabilities;  below  which  proportimi  it  . 
was  not  safe  for  the  bank  to  descend.  The 
inomediate  means  of  the  bank  ere  its  specie  «d  , 
hand ;  its  liabilities  are  the  circulation  and  the 
deposits ;  and  the  proportion  whidi  theee  , 
ought  to  bear  to  each  other  has  been  fixed,  at  , 
the  Bank  of  Englimd,  after  an  experience  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  years,  at  the  one-third. 
Mr.  B.  deemed  the  verification  of  this  principle 
so  material  that  it  deserved  to  be  proved  as 
well  as  stated.  He  would,  therefore  produce 
the  sworn  testimony  on  this  point  taken  before 
Lord  Althorp's  committee  in  1882,  and  should 
confine  himself  to  the  evidence  of  tie  governor 
of  the  bonk  and  one  of  its  directors.  The 
testimony  of  Mr.  Horsley  Pakner,  the  governor 
of  the  bank,  is  this :  "  The  avertu^e  propwtion, 
as  already  observed,  of  coin  and  bullion  which 
the  bank  thinks  it  pmdent  to  keep  on  hand,  is 
at  the  rate  of  a  third  of  the  total  amount  of  all 
her  liabilities,  including  deposits  as  well  as 
issues."  Mr.  George  Ward  Norman,  a  director 
of  the  bank,  states  the  same  thing  in  a  different 
form  of  words.  He  says:  "For  a  full  state 
of  the  circulation  and  the  deposits,  say  twenty- 
one  millions  of  notes  and  six  millions  of  de- 
p>osits,  making  in  the  whole  twenty-seven  inil- 
lions  of  liabilities,  the  proper  sum  in  coin  and 
bullion  for  the  bank  to  retain  is  nine  millions." 
Thus,  the  average  proportion  of  one-third  be- 
tween the  specie  on  hand  and  the  circnlation 
and  deposits,  must  be  considered  as  an  estab- 
lished principle  at  that  bank,  which  is  qnite 
the  largest,  and  amongst  the  oldest  in  the 
world.  It  mij^t  be  well  also  to  remark  that 
the  same  proportion,  very  nearly,  prevailed  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of 
the  removal  of  the  deposits  in  October,  1888 ; 
it  was,  of  specie  on  hand,  $10,668,441 ;  rf  cir- 
culation and  deposits,  $87,105,465 ;  being  at 
the  rate  of  between  one-third  and  one-fourth 
of  specie  in  hand  for  immediate  liabilities.    The 

Eroportion  of  about  one-third  being  then  estah- 
shed  as  the  principle  of  safety  in  banking,  let 
us  apply  that  principle  to  some  of  our  Western 
deposit  bwiks  in  July  last,  to  see  what  was 
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tbor  condition  at  that  time ;  and  in  November, 
to  we  vhetiMr  that  oosditioii  was  improrad, 
M  rtated  bj  the  President 

[Here  Hie  gtatemente  were  ptodnoed.] 

Tb.  R  aaid  aodt  was  the  oondition  of  loine 
«f  the  Weatem  deposit  baaka  in  Joly  last,  and 
saah  their  oon£tacn  in  November;    rerj  &r 
bdow  the  Bank  at  England  standard  at  l>oth 
p«noda,  bat  greatl;'  improved  by  the  operation 
of  the  ^e(ue  order,  and  doabdess  much  more 
improTed  by  its  oontinned  operation  to  this 
time.    There  were  many  others  of  these  banks 
tho  fidling  &r  below  the  Bank  of  England 
itindard  in  Jnly  and  November,  and  still  below 
iL    Mr.  B.  was  ready  to  admit,  whM  every 
boBBess  man  must  understand,  tnat  all  these 
bsDks  hare  a  list  of  debts,  and  of  bills  of 
exchange,   falling  dne  from,  day  to  day,  and 
tawonting  in  the  aggrtjgate  to  more  than  all 
their  Habifitiea ;  bnthe  most  be  permitted  to 
ranark,  that  the  Bank  of  England  also  has 
\ec  list  of  debtors,  and  that  nearly  the  whole 
of  these   debtors  are  in  the  city  of  London, 
viiUn  thirty  minutes'  nm  of  the  bank ;  that 
ifae  is  situated  in  the  moneyed  metropolis  of 
the  onrverse;    that  she  is  supported  by  the 
richest  std  most  nnmeroos  boay  of  merchants 
upon  tb«  earth,  and  baoiced  by  the  whole  power 
of  the  British  Government,  which  stands  her 
eeenrity  for  seventy  millions  of  dollars,  and 
lends  her  exchequer  bills  to  the  amount  of 
millions,  and  increases  their  interest  to  &cili- 
tate  th«r  aale  when  necessary ;  and  that,  with 
all  these  resoorces,  such  as  no  bank  in  onr 
America  can  pretend  to,  she  vet  deems  it  neces- 
tarj  to  have  always  on  hana,  in  coin  and  bul- 
tion,  the  one-third  of  the  amount  of  her  circula- 
tioD  and  deponts.  What,  then,  must  be  thought 
of  the  Mxidition  of  some  of  the  banks  referred 
to^  and  others  which  might  be  referred  to,  in 
^oly  last  f    Instead  of  one-third  specie  in  hand 
to  meet  their  immediate  liabilities,  the  actual 
proportion  in  hand  was  the  one-twentieth,  the 
one-thirtaeth,   the  one-fortieth,  and  the  one- 
fiftieth  !     Mr.  B.  said  it  was  beyond  all  human 
doubt,  that  if  the  Treasury  order  had  not  been 
isEoed,  that  the  Western  deposit  banks  would 
have  exploded  in  the  course  of  the  last  fall, 
and  that  we  should  now  have  been  sitting  here 
amidst  the  wrecks  of  the  paper  system.    That 
order  raevented  this  catastrophe;    and  it  is 
precisely  becaiue  it  did  prevent  it,  that  it  has 
exoted  the  rage  of  Mr.  Biddle,  and  of  the 
wh<^  political  party  imbodied  under  the  ori- 
fiammt  of  the  denationalized  national  bemk. 
It  balked  their  present  h(q>ee  of-  reasoension  to 

rrer  through  the  ruin  of  the  finances;  and 
their  rage  for  this  disi^pointment^  they  de- 
nounce the  President  for  a  violation  of  the  laws 
and  the  constitution ;  they  charge  him  with 
mining  the  countnr ;  they  attempt  a  new  panic 
and  preesnre ;  and  they  call  npon  Oongrpss  to 
repeal  the  order. 

[Here  Mr.  Benton  read  a  bank  lette(  of  Mr. 


Biddle,  In  fiivor  of  the  local  banks  and  igainat  the 
q>ede  eircular,  and  showing  that  he  chalked  out 
the  plan  for  this  attack  upon  that  droolar,  and  in 
favor  of  Imposing  paper  money  upon  the  federal 
treasury,  Just  as  he  had  chalked  out  all  the  measures 
for  the  panic  sesdon.] 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  views  and  sentiments 
disclosed  in  this  extract  were  of  ^eat  moment, 
and  ought  to  be  carefully  considered  by  all 
whose  duty  it  is,  here  or  elsewhere,  to  legislate, 
or  to  act,  upon  the  subject  of  the  currency. 
The  deogn  is  here  disclosed  to  stir  up  the  Io<»l 
banks  a^nst  the  Federal  Government,  to  make 
alliance  with  them,  and  to  force  the  Govern- 
ment to  receive  their  paper  in  payment  of  all 
federal  does.  This  is  tne  design  disclosed; 
and  with  what  motive?  Certtdnly  to  ruin  the 
finances  of  the  Federal  Government  I  Oertmnly 
to  compel  the  administratiffus  of  General  Jack- 
son and  Mr.  Yan  Buren  to  repeat  the  fatal  error 
of  Mr.  Madison's  administration,  that  of  under- 
taking to  make  a  national  currency  out  of  local 
bank  notes.  Warned  by  that  fatal  error  of 
those  who  put  down  the  first  national  bank, 
those  who  put  down  the  second  one  determined 
to  avoid  it,  and  for  that  purpose  to  re-establish 
for  the  Federal  Government  the  currency  of  the 
constitution.  When  this  design  was  announced, 
our  opponents  treated  it  with  derision.  They 
add  it  could  not  be  done ;  that  a  gold  and  silver 
currency  could  not  be  revived.  They  ridiculed 
the  attempt;  but  what  is  the  answer  which 
four  years  have  given  to  their  ridicule  ?  It  is 
the  actual  revival  of  the  gold  currency,  of 
whioh  near  twenty  millions  of  dollars  are  now 
in  the  country ;  it  is  in  the  actual  increase  of 
our  specie  from  twenty  or  twenty-two  millions, 
as  computed  by  the  Tresident  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  himself^  when  the  charter  for 
that  institution  was  applied  for  in  1832,  to 
near  eight  millions,  whioh  it  is  now  known  to 
be.  The  experiment  of  getting  the  gold  and 
silver  into  the  country  has  succeeded ;  ridicule 
has  failed  of  its  oflSce.  The  gold  and  silver  is 
here,  enough,  and  more  than  enough,  to  make 
all  the  payments  to  and  from  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. Bidicule  will  no  longer  answer; 
stronger  measures  must  be  resorted  to,  and 
legislation  has  become  indispensable  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  constitutional  currency.  To 
prevent  the  specie  in  the  country  from  being 
used,  is  now  the  design ;  and,  to  accomplish 
that  purpose,  it  becomes  necessary  to  force  the 
local  paper  of  the  States  upon  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. The  passage  of^this  bill  is  indispens- 
able to  the  success  of  Mr.  Biddle's  design,  dis- 
closed in  the  letter  from  which  an  extract  had 
been  read.  He  wants  the  question  made  be- 
tween a  national  currency  of  United  States 
Bank  notes,  and  a  national  corrency  of  local 
bank  notes.  Be  knows  that  between  these  two 
the  United  States  Bank  notes  will  prevail ;  that 
th'ey  will  conquer,  that  they  will  whip,  yea. 
whip  like  a  dog,  your  national  currency  or  local 
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bank  notes.  We,  on  the  other  hand,  want 
the  question  made  between  paper  and  gold, 
knowing  that  tiie  country  will  sustain  gold 
against  paper;  and  these  are  the  questions 
which  ore  now  to  be  decided  by  this  bilL  This 
bill  will  make  the  question  in  the  form  wished 
by  the  friends  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  insure  them  the  triumph  to  which  they 
look  for  the  re-establishment  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  restoration  of  its  political 
fiiends  to  power. 

Sir,  I  have  performed  a  dnty  to  myself,  not 
pleasant,  but  necessary.  This  bill  is  to  be  an 
era  in  onr  legislation  and  in  our  political  his- 
tory. It  is  to  be  a  point  npon  which  the  ftiture 
age  will  be  thrown  back,  and  frt>m  which  ftitnre 
consequences  will  be  traced.  I  separate  my- 
self from  it ;  I  wash  my  hands  of  it ;  I  oppose 
it.  I  am  one  of  those  who  promised  gola,  not 
paper.  I  promised  ^e  currency  of  the  consti- 
tution, not  the  currency  of  corporations.  I  did 
not  join  in  putting  down  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  to  put  up  a  wilderness  of  local 
banks.  I  did  not  Join  in  putting  down  tiie 
paper  currency  of  a  national  bank,  to  put  up  a 
national  paper  currency  of  a  thousand  local 
banks.  I  did  not  strike  Osesar,  to  make  An- 
tony master  of  Rome. 

President  and  Vice  Preiidmt  eUet. 

Mr.  GnrNDT  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  np  and  acting 
on  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  count  the 
TOtes  for  President  and  Vice  President  This 
motion  having  been  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Gnxm- 
Si's  resolution  being  before  the  Senate, 

Mr.  QnuNDT  had  no  objections  to  the  inquiry 
proposed  by  the  amendment ;  and  he  thought 
that  some  such  provirion  as  that  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  be  very 
proper.  He  had  seen  in  the  public  papers  a 
statement  charging  that  some  of  the  electors 
who  voted  in  the  late  presidential  election  held 
offices  under  the  General  Government,  and  had 
made  inquiries  for  the  purpose  of  ascert^ing 
the  truth  of  the  matter.  The  information  he 
bad  been  able  to  collect  related  to  two  cases 
only:  and  as  to  these,  the  report  had  been 
foanded  altogether  on  a  misapprehension. 

Mr.  Clat  offered  the foUowmg  amendment: 

"  And,  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
ascertaining  whether  any  votes  were  ^ven  at  the 
recent  election,  contrary  to  the  prohibition  contained 
in  the  second  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
constitution.  And  if  any  sach  votes  were  given, 
what  ou^t  to  be  done  with  them ;  and  whether  any, 
and  what,  providon  ought  to  be  made  for  securing 
the  faithful  observance,  in  ftiture,  of  that  section  M 
the  constitution." 

Mr.  HuBBABD  wished  a  strict  inquiry  to  be 
institnted,  and  measures  to  be  adopted  to  guard 
against  the  oocnrrenoe  of  such  a  violation  of 
the  constitution  as  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
referred  to.  As  it  had  been  stated  that  two  of 
the  electors  in  his  State  (New  Hampshire)  held 


offices  nnder  the  General  Government,  and 
were  ocmseqnently  ineligible,  he  was  happy  to 
state  to  the  Senate  that  there  was  no  fonndadoa 
whatever  for  the  report 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Cult  was  adopted, 
and  the  reeolntion,  thus  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  moved  that  the  committee  be 
appointed  by  the  Chair ;  and  Messrs.  Gbcbdt, 
Olat,  and  WnionT,  were  selected. 


Batubdat,  January  28. 

Setirement  of  the  Tiee  President. 

The  YioB  Pbkbidkkt,  after  the  reading  of  the 
Journal,  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Senators :  The  period  is  at  liand  wtiich  is  to  te^ 
minate  the  official  relation  that  has  existed  between 
us,  and  I  leave,  probably  never  to  return  to  it,  a 
body  with  which  I  have  been  long  connected ;  where 
some  remain  whom  I  found  here  fifteen  yean  igo, 
and  where,  in  the  progress  of  public  duties,  persoiul 
associations  have  arisen  never  to  be  forgotten.  From 
such  scenes  I  cannot  retire  without  emotioa  Nor 
can  I  give  to  the  Senate  the  usual  opportunity  of 
dioosittg  another  to  preside  for  a  time  over  tlirir 
deliberations,  without  referring  to  the  manner  in 
which  I  have  endeavored  to  discharge  a  most  grati^ 
ing  and  honorable  trust  connected  with  the  office  to 
which  my  country  called  me. 

Entering  upon  it  with  unaffected  diffidence,  well 
knowing  how  littie  my  studies  had  been  directed  to 
its  peculiar  duties,  I  was  yet  strengthened  by  the 
determination,  then  expressed,  so  to  disdurge 
the  authority  with  which  I  was  invested,  as  "  beet  to 
protect  the  rights,  to  respect  the  feelings,  and  to 
guard  the  reputations,  of  all  who  would  be  affected 
by  its  exerdse."  I  was  sure  that,  if  sacccssfiil  in 
this,  I  should  be  pardoned  for  errors  which  I  could 
hardly  expect  to  avoid. 

In  the  interval  that  has  since  elapsed,  it  has  been 
oar  lot  in  this  assembly  to  pass  through  scenes  of 
unusual  excitement :  the  intense  interest  on  abMxb- 
ing  topics,  whidi  has  pervaded  our  whole  commimity, 
could  not  be  unfelt  witliin  these  walls.  The  warmth 
of  political  parties,  natural  in  such  times,  the  on- 
guarded  ardor  of  sudden  debate,  and  the  collisions 
seldom  to  be  separated  from  the  mvaluable  privilege 
of  free  discussion,  have  not  been  unfiequenUy 
mingled  with  the  more  tranquil  tenor  of  ordioiiy 
l^idation.  I  cannot  hc^  that,  in  emergencies  like 
these,  I  have  always  been  so  fortunate  as  to  satisfy 
every  one  around  me ;  yet  I  permit  myself  to  think 
that  the  extent  to  which  my  decisions  have  been 
approved  by  the  Senate  is  some  evidence  that  my 
efforts  justly  to  administer  their  rules  have  not  been 
vain;  and  I  conscientiously  dierish  the  conrio- 
tion,  that  on  no  occasion  have  I  departed  from  my 
eariy  resolution,  or  been  regardless  of  what  was  doe 
to  the  rights  or  the  feelings  of  the  members  of  this 
body. 

Though.  I  may  henceforth  be  separated  from  Uie 
Senate,  I  can  never  cease  to  revert  with  pecoliar 
interest  to  my  long  connection  with  it  tn  eveiy 
situation  in  my  future  life  I  shall  remember  widi  a 
just  pride  the  evidences  of  q>probation  and  con- 
fidence which  I  have  here  received;  and  a>  an 
American  citizen,  devotedly  attaijied  to  the  instita- 
tions  o^  my  country,  I  must  always  repaid  with 
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beeaning  and  siiicere  respect  a  bnnch  of  our  Oov- 
onment  inrested  with  such  extendve  powers,  and 
designed  by  oar  forefathers  to  aocompUah  such 
fagpartint  results. 

Indulging  an  ardent  wish  that  erery  success  ma; 
iinA  jou  in  perfonning  the  exahed  and  honorable 
daties  of  joor  public  trust,  and  otTering  my  warmest 
piajrers  t^  proqierity  and  bqxiMness  may  be  con- 
(taut  attendants  on  each  of  you,  along  ue  Aiture 
patla  of  life,  I  respectfully  bid  yon  farewell. 

Election  <if  Freiidmt  pro.  tern. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbhwdt,  the  Senate  pro- 
eeeded  to  ballot  for  a  President  pro  Urn. 

The  nnmber  of  votes  oast  was  87 ;  neoeesary 
to  a  choice  19.  Mr.  Erao  of  Alabama  had  26, 
Mr.  SooTHAitD  7,  Mr.  Olat  1,  Mr.  Pmntms  1, 
Mr.  EvDra  (£  Ohio,  1,  Mr.  Buohakak  1. 

Mr.  EiHe,  of  Alabuna,  bdng  thos  dnly 
elected  President  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate,  was 
entdooted  to  the  Ohidr  by  Mr.  Bbitoh,  and 
iddT«esed  the  Senate  nearly  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate :  To  be  again  called  to 
preside  orer  the  deliberations  of  this  august  assembly 
fUs  my  heart  with  the  liveliest  emotions  of  gratitude. 
Wbeu  at  the  last  session  it  pleased  the  Senate  to 
place  me  in  this  exalted  situation,  I  solemnly  pledged 
mjadf  to  discharge  the  duties  it  devolred  on  me, 
Tithoot  iaTor  and  without  partiality.    I  felt  con- 
scions  that  I  had  done  so ;  but  could  any  thing  add  to 
the  gratefiil  sense  I  entertain  of  the  hcmor  yon  hare 
■gain  coufened  on  me,  it  will  be  found  in  the 
nneqniTocal  tesdmony  you  have  this  day  borne,  that 
I  W  &ithfBlly  redeenied  that  pledge.     The  Senate 
of  tlie  Caited    States,  gentlemen,  is,  from  its  very 
organization,  'tbe  great  conserrative  body  in  this 
lepoUic.    Here   la   the  strong  citadel   of  liberty. 
To  this   body    the    intelligent    and    the    Tirtuous, 
throi^ont  our  wide-spread  country,  look  with  con- 
fidence for  an  unwarering  and  unflinching  resistance 
to  the  encroacfamenta  of  power  on  the  one  hand,  and 
die  efferreaceixce  of  popmar  excitement  on  the  other. 
Cnawed  and  vnseduced,  it  should  firmly  maintain 
the  constitution  in  its  purity,  and  present  in  im- 
pregoable   barrier    against  every    attack    on    that 
sund  instrument,  come  it  from  what  quarter  it  may. 
The  demon  of  faction  should  find  no  abiding  place  m 
tlui  duunber,  but  every  heart  and  every  bead  should 
be  wholly  occupied  in  advancing  the  general  welfare, 
and  preserving,  unimpaired,  the  national  honor.    To 
insure  success,  gentlemen,  in  the  discharge  of  our 
high  duties,  we  must  command  the  confidence  and 
receive  the  support  of  the  people.    Calm  delibera- 
tion, courtesy  towards  each  other,  order  and  decorum 
mdkiate,  will  go  far,  very  far,  to  inspire  that  con- 
fidence and    command  that  support.     It  becomes 
my  duty,  gentlemen,  to  banish  (if  practicable)  fh>m 
tbos  ball  aU  personal  altercadon ;  to  check,  at  once, 
every  remark  of  a  character  personally  offensive ;  to 
peserve  order,  and  promote  harmony.     These  duties, 
is  far  as  my  powers  wUl  permit,  I  shall  unheeitar 
tingty  perform.     I  earnestly  solicit  your  co-operation, 
gentlemen,  in  aiding  my  efforts  mvmptiy  to  put  down 
every   species  of  disorder.     For   your  kindness, 
gentlemen,  I  tender  yoo  my  gratcM  acknowledg- 
ments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GsinrDT,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  inform 


the  Freddent  of  the  United  States  and  the  House  of 
Bepr^tetatives  that  the  Senate  have  elected  the 
Hon.  WiLUAH  R.  EiHO  th^  Frewdent  j»ro  ton, 

Trtamtry  Circular.^ 
The  bin  designating  and  limiting  the  fiinda 
which  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  for  the 
public  revenues  was  taken  up,  being  on  its  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Walbxb  said:  Before  replying  to  the 
indictment  preferred  by  the  honorable  SenatiM* 
from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bbntok,)  against  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  it  is  proper  to  recur  to 
the  facts  and  circumstances  unaer  which  this 
controversy  originated.  At  an  early  period  of 
the  session,  the  Senator  itom  Ohio,  (Mr.  EwiNO,) 
introduced  a  resolution  to  rescind  the  Treasury 
order.  This  resolution  was  very  fuUy  dis- 
cussed, and  eopeoially  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  (Mr.  Bkntov,)  bat  Mr,  W.  had  taken 
no  part  in  this  discussion. 

[In  the  progress  of  the  debate  upon  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senator  firom  Ohio,  a  substitute 
was  c^ered,  as  an  amendment,  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  ErvBs.)  This  apbstitnte 
was  advo<»ted  by  that  Senator,  as  in  oonsenanoe 
with  the  President's  recommendation,  to  render 
the  legislation  of  Oongress  in  the  collection  of 
the  federal  revenue  auxiliary  to  the  suppression 
of  all  notes  of  a  smaller  denomination  than 
twenty  dollars,  and  a  consequent  enlargement  ' 
of  the  circulation  of  gold  and  silver.  The 
Senator  from  Virginia  bad  regarded  the  Treas- 
ury order  as  a  temporary  measure,  to  meet'  a 
pressing  emergency,  and  as  having  in  a  great 
degree  performed  its  office.] 

Mr.  W.  bad  still  refrained  from  embarking 
in  the  discussion  upon  this  question.  Several 
Senators,  however,  had  expressed  their  opinions, 
and  great  difficulties  appeared  to  be  presented 
agaii^  any  satisfactory  adjustment  of  this 
question.  Under  these  circumstances,  several 
Senators,  now  within  the  sound  of  hu  voice, 
had  proposed  to  him  (Mr.  W.)  to  refer  both 
resolutions  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
To  this  reference,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  at  first 
objected,  upon  the  grounds  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  was  engaged  in  the  laborious 
examination  of  another  question,  and  that  the 
subject  of  designating  the  funds  receivable  for 
the  public  dues  belonged  more  appropriately 
to  the  Committee  on  finance.  Upon  further 
consultation,  boweverj  with  several  Senators 
friendly  to  the  administration,  Mr.  W.  bad  at 
length  reluctantly  assented  to  the  proposed 
reference,  which  was  accordingly  made  by  the 
vote  of  the  Senate,  including  that  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bbnton.)  Ko  other 
report  than  that  which  was  made,  so  far  as 
Mr.  W.  was  concerned,  could  have  been  antici- 
pated; for  to  every  Sen^r  with  whom  Mr. 
W.  had  conversed,  be  had  expressed  his  con- 
currence in  the  provisions,  substantially,  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Rrvis ;)  and  at  the  last  session,  when  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  (Mr.  Bzbton)  introduoed  a 
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resolution  reqairing  payments  of  the  pnblio 
lands  in  gold  and  suver  only,  the  Senate  would 
■well  recollect  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  then  ex- 
pressed his  opposition  to  that  resolution,  and 
BO  had  a  majority  of  the  Senators  now  compos- 
ing the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  When, 
tiien,  the  Senator  from  lOssouri  voted  for  this 
reference,  he  could  not  justly  have  anticipated 
any  other  report  than  that  which  was  made  by 
the  committee.  Why,  then,  did  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  vote  for  this  reference,  and  then 
denounce  the  committee  for  making  the  only 
i-eport  which  he  could  have  expected,  in  con- 
formity with  their  previously  avowed  opinions  ? 
Mr.  W.  said  it  became  his  duty,  as  chairman  of 
this  committee,  and  as  their  organ,  to  report  a 
bill  contuning  substantially  the  provisions  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 
Again,  the  subject  had  been  discussed  in  the 
Senate,  but  Mr.  W.  had  not  participated  in  the 
debate:  and  the  bill,  by  a  large  m^ority,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading; 
and  now,  when,  by  the  usual  rules  of  parlia- 
mentary debate,  the  contest  might  well  be  con- 
sidered as  terminated,  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri,'(Mr.  Benton,)  before  the  vote  on  the 
final  passage,  had  made  a  very  elaborate  argu- 
ment against  the  measure.  To  all  this  Mr.  W. 
would  make  no  objection;  but  when  that 
Senator,  having  exhausted  the  argument,  or 
having  none  to  offer,  had  indulged  in  violent 
and  intemperate  denunciation  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  of  the  report  made  by 
him  as  their  organ,  Mr.  W.  could  not  withhold 
the  expression  of  his  surprise  and  astonish- 
ment Mr.  W.  said  it  was  his  good  fortune  to 
be  upbn  terms  of  the  kindest  personal  inter- 
course with  every  Senator,  and  these  friendly 
relations  should  not  be  interrupted  by  any 
aggression  upon  his  part.  And  now,  Mr.  W. 
eaid,  he  called  upon  the  whole  Senate  to  bear 
witness,  as  he  was  sure  they  all  cheerfully 
would,  that  in  this  controversy  he  was  not  the 
a^essor,  and  that  nothing  had  been  done  or 
said  by  him  to  provoke  the  wrath  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  unless,  indeed,  to  differ  from 
him  in  opinion  upon  any  subject  constituted  an 
offence  m  the  mind  of  that  Senator.  If  such 
were  the  views  of  that  gentleman,  if  he  was 
prepared  to  immolate  every  Senator  who  would 
not  worship  the  same  ima^s  of  gold  and  silver 
which  decorated  the  pohtical  chapel  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  Mr.  W.  was  fearful  that 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  would  do  execution 
upon  every  member  of  the  Senate  but  himself, 
and  be  left  here  alone  in  his  glory.  Mr.  W. 
aaid  be  recurred  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
team  Missouri  with  feeling^  of  regret,  rather 
than  of  anger  or  excitement;  and  that  he  could 
not  but  hope,  that  when  the  Senator  firom  Mis- 
souri had  <mlmly  reflected  upon  this  sul^ect,  he 
would  himself  see  much  to  regret  in  the  course 
he  Lad  pursued  in  relation  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  much  to  recall  that  he 
had  uttered  under  feelings  of  temporary  excite- 
ment   Sir,  (said  Mr.  W,,)  being  deeply  solid- 


tons  to  preserve  unbroken  the  ranks  of  the 
democratic  party  in  this  body,  participating 
with  the  people  in  grateful  recollection  of  the 
distinguished  services  rendered  by  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  to  the  democracy  of  the  Union, 
he  would  pass  by  many  of  the  remarks  made 
by  that  Senator  on  this  subject 

[Mr.  Benton  here  rose  from  his  chair,  and 
demanded,  with  much  warmth,  that  Mr.  Walkxb 
should  not  pass  by  one  of  them.  Mr.  W.  asked, 
What  one  ?  Mr.  B.  replied,  in  an  angry  tone, 
Not  one,  sir.  Then  Mr.  W.  said  he  would 
examine  them  all,  and  in  a  spirit  of  perfect 
freedom ;  that  he  would  endeavor  to  return 
blow  for  blow ;  and  that,  if  the  Senator  fWnn 
Missouri  desire^,  as  it  appeared  he  did,  an 
angry  controversy  with  him,  in  all  its  conse- 
quences, in  and  out  of  this  House,  he  could  be 
gratified.] 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  why  has  the  Senator  flrom 
Missouri  assailed  the  Committee  on  Pnblio 
Lands,  and  himself,  as  its  humble  organ  ?  He 
was  not  the  author  of  this  measure,  so  mncb 
denounced  by  the  Senator  from  Missonri,  nor 
had  he  said  one  word  upon  the  subject  The 
measnre  originated  with  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Rives.)  He  was  the  author  of  the 
measure,  and  had  been,  and  still  was,  its  able, 
zealous,  and  successful  advocate.  Why,  then, 
had  the  Senator  from  Missonri  assailed  him, 
(Mr.  W.,)  and  permitted  the  author  of  the 
measure  to  escape  unpunished?  Sir,  are  the 
arrows  which  appear  to  be  aimed  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  at  the  humble  «rgan  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  reported  this 
bill,  intended  to  inflict  a  wound  in  another 
quarter?  Is  one  Senator  the  apparent  object 
of  assault,  when  another  is  designed  as  the 
real  victim  ?  Sir,  when  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, without  any  provocation,  like  a  thunder- 
bolt from  an  unclouded  sky,  broke  upon  the 
Senate  in  a  perfect  tempest  of  wrath  and  fary, 
bursting  upon  his  poor  head  like  a  tropim 
tornado,  did  he  intend  to  sweep  before  the 
avenging  storm  another  individual  more  ob- 
noxious to  his  censure  ? 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  the  Senator  from  Missonri 
has  thrice  repeated  the  prayer,  "  God  save  the 
country  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands ; " 
but  Mr.  W.  fully  believed  that  if  Oie  prayer 
of  the  country  could  be  heard  within  these 
walls,  it  would  be,  God  save  ns  from  the  wild, 
visionary,  ruinous,  and  impracticable  schemes  of 
the  Senator  of  Missouri,  for  exclusive  gold  and 
silver  currency ;  and  such  is  not  oolj  the 
prayer  of  the  country,  but  of  the  Senate,  with 
scarcely  a  dissenting  voice.  Sir,  if  the  Senator 
fW>m  Missonri  could,  by  his  mandate,  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  views  of  the  President,  here*  • 
tofore  expressed,  sweep  from  existence  all  the 
banks  of  the  States,  and  establish  his  exclnsive 
constitutional  currency  of  gold  and  silver,  he 
would  bring  upon  this  country  scenes  of  ruin 
and  distress  without  a  parallel — an  immediate 
bankruptcy  of  nearly  every  debtor,  and  of 
almost  every  creditor  to  whom  large  amouota 
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Tere  dne,  a  prodigioos  depreciation  in  the  price 
of  sll  property  and  all  prodnots,  and  an  imme- 
ditte  cessation  by  States  and  individnalB  of 
nearly  every  work  of  private  ent«aT)rige  or 
pablic  improveniMiL  Tne  country  would  be 
involTed  in  one  universal  bankruptcy,  and  near 
the  grave  of  the  nation's  prosperity  would 
perbaps  repose  the  scattered  fragments  of  those 
great  and  glorious  institutions  which  ^ve  hq>- 
pinesa  to  millions  here,  and  hopes  to  millions 
more  of  disenthralment  fW>m  despotio  power. 
Sr,  in  resistance  to  the  power  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  in  opposition  to  the  re-estab- 
liihment  of  any  similar  institutira,  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  would  find  Mr.  W.  witii  him ; 
bat  he  eonld  not  enlist  as«i  reoroit  in  this  new 
cnisade  against  the  banks  of  his  own  and  every 
other  State  in  the  Union.  These  institutions, 
vhedter  for  good  or  evil,  are  created  by  the 
States,  cherished  and  sustained  by  them,  in 
many  eases  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the 
States,  and  closely  united  with  their  prosperity ; 
tad  what  right  have  we  to  destroy  them? 
What  right  had  h«,  a  humble  servant  of  the 
people  of  Mississippi,  to  say  to  his  own,  or  any 
ether  State,  yonr  State  legislation  is  wrong — 
jonr  State  institations,  yonr  State  banks,  must 
be  annihilated,  and  yte  will  legislate  here  to 
effect  this  object.  An  we  the  masters  or  ser- 
vants of  the  sovereign  States,  that  we  dare 
speak  to  them  in  langoage  like  this — that  we 
otfe  attempt  to  prostrate  here  those  institu- 
tions which  are  created  and  maintained  by  those 
vety  States  which  we  represent  on  this  floor ! 
These  may  be  the  opinions  entertained  by  some 
Senators  ot  their  duty  to  the  States  they  repre- 
KBt,  but  tiiey  vrere  not  hia  (Mr.  W.'s)  views  or 
Ui  opinions.  He  was  sincerely  desirous  to  co- 
operate with  his  State  in  limiting  any  dangerous 
powers  of  the  banka,  in  enlar^g  the  oiroola- 
tion  of  gold  and  silver,  and  in  suppresring  the 
snail-note  currency,  so  as  to  avoia  that  ezplo- 
Bion  which  was  to  be  apprehended  firam  exces- 
sire  issaes  of  bank  paper.  But  a  total  annihi- 
lation of  all  tbe  banks  of  his  own  State,  now 
po9Kssng  a  chartered'  capital  of  near  forty 
millions  of  dollars,  wonld,  Mr.  "W.  knew,  pro- 
duce almost  universal  bankruptcy,  and  was  not, 
he  believed,  anticipated  by  any  one  of  his  con- 
etttoMita. 

Bat  the  Senator  fh>m  Missouri  tells  us  that 
this  measure  of  the  committee  is  a  repeal  of 
the  constitution,  by  authorizing  the  receipt  of 
paper  money  in  revenue  payments  If  so,  then 
the  constitution  never  bias  had  an  existence ; 
for  the  period  cannot  be  designated  when  paper 
money  was  not  so  receivaUe  by  the  F&ieral 
Government.  This  species  of  moner  was  ex- 
pressly made  receivable  for  the  public  dues  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  passed  immediately  after 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  which 
remained  in  force  until  eighteen  hundred  and 
eleven.  It  was  so  received,  as  a  matter  of 
practice,  from  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven 
intil  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  when, 
agam,  by  an  act  of  Congress  titeu  passed,  and 


which  has  Just  en>ired,  it  was  so  authorized  to 
be  received  dnrmg  all  ^that  period.  Now, 
although  these  acts  nave  expired,  there  is  that 
which  is  equivalent  to  a  law  still  in  force,  ex- 
pressly authoriringthe  notes  of  the  specie-paying 
banks  of  the  States  to  be  received  in  revenue 

Eayments.  It  is  the  joint  resolution  of  eighteen 
nndred  and  sixteen,  adopted  by  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  approved  by  President  Madi- 
son.   That  joint  resolution  is  in  these  words : 

u  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  required  and  directed  to  adopt  such  meas- 
nrea  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  cause,  as  soon  aa 
may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money, 
accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States, 
to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes'  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and 
declared,  or  in  notes  of  baiju  wbidi  are  payable  and 
paid  on  demand  in  tbe  said  legal  euirenoy  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the  20th  day 
of  February  next,  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or 
sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the 
United  States  as  aforesidd,  ought  to  be  collected  or 
recdved  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  cnirency  of  the 
United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  noter  of  banks 
which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  tbe  aaid 
\egal  currency  of  the  United  States." 

Commenting  npon  this  resolution,  the  Senator 
from  Missoori,  In  his  speech  of  December  last, 
declared: 

"  This  is  tbe  law,  continued  Mr.  Benton,  and  noth- 
ing can  l>e  pl^er  than  the  right  of  selection  whidi 
it  gives  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury." 

"  The  words  of  tbe  law  are  dear ;  the  practice 
under  it  has  been  uniform  and  uninterrupted  Rom  the 
date  of  its  passage  to  the  present  day.  For  twenty 
years,  and  under  three  Presidents,  all  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Treasury  luve  acted  alike.  Eadi  has  made 
selections,  permitting  the  notes  of  some  specie-pay- 
ing banks  to  be  received,  and  forbidding  oUiets." 

Here  this  Joint  reeolntion  is  admitted  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  to  be  "the  law,"  and 
that  the  practice  nnder  it  has  been  uniform  to 
receive  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks.  If, 
then,  to  authorize  the  reception  of  the  notes  of 

rie-paying  banks  in  payment  of  the  public 
I  be  a  violation  of  the  constitution,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  constitntion  never  has  had  any 
existence,  except  in  the  golden  visions  of  the 
honorable  Senator  fi'om  Missouri.  Sir,  what 
more  is  done  by  the  bill  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  now  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  by  the  Senate,  than  had  been 
already  accomplished  by  the  joint  resolution 
of  1816?  This  bill,  as  thns  engrossed,  is  as 
follows : 

"An  act  designating  and  limiting  the  fbnds  reodv- 
able  for  the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 
"  Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hcnee  of_  Ref- 
reunlativet  of  the  United  Slate*  of  America  «• 
Conwrett  auembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury be,  and  hereby  is,  required  to  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  effect  a  collection 
<^  the  public  revenue  of  tbe  United  States,  whether 
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arising  from  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sales  of  lands,  in 
the  manner  and  on  the  principles  herein  provided : 
that  is,  that  no  such  dilties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of 
money,  payable  for  lands,  shall  be  collected  or  re- 
ceived otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  pay- 
able and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  folloiring  restrictions 
and  conditions  in  regard  to  such  notes,  to  wit :  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  notes  of  no  bank 
which  shall  issue  or  circulate  bills  or  notes  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars  shall  be  received  on 
account  of  the  public  dues ;  and  from  and  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-nine,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  issue  or 
diculate  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than 
ten  dollars,  shall  be  so  receivable ;  and  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
«ght  hundred  and  fotty-one,  the  like  prohibition 
flball  be  extended  to  the  notes  of  all  banks  issuing 
bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  twenty 
dollars. 

"Sec.  2.  And  i«  <(  further  enacttd.  That  no 
notes  shall  be  received  by  the  collectors  or  receivers 
of  the  public  money  which  the  banks  in  which  they 
•re  to  be  deposited  shall  not,  under  the  supervision 
and  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  agree 
to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as  caush : 
Provided,  That  if  any  deposit  bank  shall  refuse  to 
receive  and  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
as  cash,  any  notes  receivable  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  which  said  bank,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business,  receives  on  general  depoat,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  withdraw  the 
public  deposits  from  said  bank." 

Now,  the  principal  difference  between  the 
provinons  of  this  bill  and  the  joint  resolution 
of  1816  consists  in  the  ezclasion  by  the  bill  of 
notes  of  small  denominations  from  reTenne 
payments.  Tet  the  Senator  from  Missonri 
would  leave  the  resolution  of  1816  in  Ml  force, 
nnrepealed,  unmodified,  and  yet  objects  to  the 
measure  now  before  us.  TTie  Senator  from 
Missouri  would  have  remain  in  force  a  resolu- 
tion of  Congress,  by  which  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may,  at  his  discretion,  receive  for  the 
public  dues  bank  notes,  even  of  one  dollar; 
and  yet  he  objects  to  a  measure  by  which  that 
discretion  is  limited  to  the  receipt  of  notes  of 
the  higher  denominations.  By  tne  resolution, 
as  it  stands,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
collect  the  whole  public  revenue  in  bank  paper; 
by  the  bill,  as  proposed,  a  portion  of  the  pablic 
dnes  must  be  collected  in  gold  and  in  silver ; 
and  yet  the  Senator  from  Missouri  objects,  and 
denounces  the  measure  as  a  repeal  of  the  con- 
stitution, by  antboririog  the  payment  of  the 
public  dues  in  bank  paper,  as  If  it  were  not 
authorized  already  by  the  joint  resolution  of 
1816,  which,  as  regards  the  customs,  is  un- 
touched even  by  the  Jreasury  order.  Strange 
inconsistency!  singnlar  delusion  I  ]3ut  has  it 
oome  to  this:  that  Congress  has  surrendered 
an  unlimited  discretion,  as  regards  the  funds 
receivable  for  the  public  dues,  into  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  must  not 
now  interfere!  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  it  is  all  right  that  the 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  possess  the 
discretionary  power  of  receiving  or  regectine 
bank  paper  in  payment  of  the  public  dues ;  <n 
discriminating  between  different  individuals  and 
different  branches  of  the  public  revenae;    of 
putting  up  and  putting  down  bank  paper  at  his 
pleasure — but  that  for  Congress  to  interpose 
and  define  or  limit  that  discretion  is  a  violation 
of  the  constitution.    That  for  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  regulate  the  currency  at  his 
pleasure,  and   put  up   and    put  down   State 
banks  and  their  paper,  is  all  right ;  but  that  for 
Congress  to  limit  and  define  his  power,  in  these 
respects,  is  unconstitutional.     The  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  then,  most  be  above  Congress, 
and  above  the  const^ution,  possessing  an  omni- 
potent, unchangeable,  irreversible   power   on 
this  subject.    Is  not  the  Senate  astounded  by 
the  avowal  and  advocacy  of  such  doctrines 
upon  this  floor — doctrines  worthy  of  the  Polig- 
nacs  of  France,  and  of  the  Stuarts  of  England, 
but  wholly  incompatible  with  the  genius  of  onr 
institutions,  and  directly  contradictory,  as  shall 
be  shown  hereafter,  to  the  opinions  upon  this 
subject  of  onr  patriotic  President?    Are  the 
American  people  prepared  to  sustain  these  doc- 
trines— doctrines  which  are  essentially  monar- 
chical, which  take  from  Congress  all  power 
over  tiiis  subject ;  which  deny  their  authority, 
the  authority  of  the  representatives  of   the 
people  and  of  the  States,  and  erect  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  into  a  dictator,  whose 
mandates  we  may  not  control  or  alter  f    Sir, 
if   the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  thus 
abolish  onr  power  on  this  subject,  and  render  it 
unconstitutional  for  us  to  interifere  with  his 
orders,  why  may  not  every  other  Secretary  of 
every  other  Department  claim  similar  power 
and  the  same  exemption,  from  our  control? 
Such  doctrines  are  the  very  essence  of  despo- 
tism, and  now  for  the  first  time  have  they  been 
openly  avowed  upon  this  floor  and  in  this 
country.    Tell  me  not,  then,  that  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury  may  receive  or  reject  bank 
paper  at  his  pleasure;   may  receive  it,  as  he 
now  does,  for  customs,  and  reject  it  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  lands ;  and  that  it  is  onoon- 
stitutional  for  Congress  to  regulate,  define,  and 
limit,  that  discretion.    Standing  upon  the  brood 
basis  of  the  constitution,  he  would  resist  such 
doctrines ;  for  they  can  only  be  maintained  by 
a  tot^  overthrow  of  tree  government,  and  the 
establishment  of  arbitrary  and  despotic  power. 
But  the  Senator  troia  Missouri  tells  us  that 
he  objects  to  the  bill  of  the  committee  as  sa 
act  of  Congress,  when  it  should  have  been  a 
resolution.    Sir,  does  that  Senator  contend  that 
in  directions  given  by  Congress  to  the  Secr^ 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  as  regards  the  funds 
receivable  for  the  public  dues,  there  is  any 
distinction  between  a  be  it  enacted,  and  t-heit 
retohed,  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States? 
The  constitution  prescribes  no  such  form,  and 
recognizes  no  snch  distinction.      It   requires 
joint  resolutions,  except  for  adjournment,  as 
well  as  laws,  to  be  approved  by  the  President ; 
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and  when  tlus  to  done,  they  have  the  same 
obUgittoiy  aierKf  in  limiting  and  directing  the 
acts  of  onr  pnbuo  agents.    Sir,  when  the  Sena- 
tor frcHD  Missouri  m^ged  this  new  objection,  he 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  his  speech  of  Decem- 
ber last,  in  which,  when  commenting  upon  the 
joint  resolution  of  1818,  he  declared  "  this  is 
the  law  ;  "  but  now  that  Senator  would  have 
us  believe  that  a  joint  resolution  is  not  equiva- 
lent to  a  law  of  Congress.    But  if  there  be 
this  distinction  between  a  law  and  a  joint  reso- 
IntioB,  in  support  of  this  plea  of  abatement, 
upon  which  the  Senator  from  Missouri  now 
reliea,  it  shall  be  shown,  before  the  close  of 
this  address,  that  the  Senator  fVom  Missouri 
has  himself,  within  the  last  twelve  months, 
proposed  laws,  and  amendments  to  laws,  ez- 
preasly  authorizing  the  receipt  of  bank  paper 
in  pAjrment  of  the  public  dues;    and,  oonse- 
qnentlj,  if  Lis  own  argument  be  true,  has  pro- 
posed a  repeal  of  the  constitution.    Before, 
however,   proceeding  to  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  let  me  ask,  if  the  reception  of  bank 
paper  in  payment  of  the  public  dues  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution,  then  not  only- have 
Congress,  but  this  adnunistration,  and  every 
one  that  preceded  it,  uitifonnly  violated  the 
constitution.    Down  to  the  period  of  the  Treas- 
ury order  of  July  last,  this  administration  has 
eonstantiy  received  bank  paper  in  payment  of 
the  federal  revenue,  and  is  still  receiving  it, 
even  onder  the  Treasury  order,  in  payment  of 
customs.    The  argument,  then,  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  is  a  bitter  denmiciation  of  the 
whole  course  of  the  President  on  this  subject 
preceding  the  Treasury  order,  and  it  is  also  a 
aennneiation  of  the  principles  of  that  order,  so 
&r  as  it  does  not  exclude  bank  paper  in  pay- 
ment of  customs.    The  administration  is  now 
te<^ving  bank  paper  in  payment  of  customs, 
and  no  change  on  this  subject  is  proposed  by 
the  President ;  and  yet  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
aomi  tells  us,  that  for  Congress  to  authorize  the 
reception  of  bank  paper  in  payment  of  the 
yabuc  dues  is  to  repeal  the  constitution.    Here 
11  ooaelDsiye  evidence  that  the  Senator  from 
IGsBoari  goes  far  beyond  the  views  of  the  Pres- 
ident upon  this  subject.    But  the  Senator  from 
Uawnri  objects  to  the  proviso  of  the  bill 
introdneed  by  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands, 
antborizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
withdraw  the  deposits  from  any  bank  which 
'  rcfoses  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  as  cash,  the  notes  of  such  q>ecie-paying 
iMnks,  recMvable  under  this  bill,  as  the  bank 
nceives  cm  general  deposit.    This  proviso  is  a 
wholesome  restriction  upon  the  abnse  of  power 
\ij  the  deposit  banks.    It  will  curtail,  and  was 
btended  to  curtail,  the  power  of  the  deposit 
binks.    It  will  arrest  an  odious  monopoly,  by 
preventing  the  deposit  banks   from    making 
their  notes  the  only  paper  receivable  for  the 
public  dues ;    thus  rendering,  for  all  practical 
psrposes,  the  paper  of  these  banks  the  only 
(mvacy  ttt  tne  Federal  Oovemment,  to  the 
muifest  inoonvenienoe  of  the  people,  and  the 

Youxm^ia 


severe  oppression  of  other  State  banks  eqnallj 
as  solvent  as  these  institutions.  It  wiU  prevent 
an  oligarchy  of  deposit  banks  frt>m  controlling 
the  currency,  and  exercising  a  power  over  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  quite  as  despotic  a* 
that  possessed  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  If  we  reject  this  proviso  we  abtll  only 
have  disenthralled  the  American  people  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  one  master,  to 
substitute  eighty  masters;  a  combination  of 
whichj  uncontrolled  by  this  proviso,  might  h(dd 
in  their  power  the  prospenty  of  this  nation. 
This  same  power  was  confided,  in  relation  to 
the  removal  of  the  deposits,  to  the  Seoretaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  as  regards  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  existence,  as  well  as 
the  exercise,  of  this  power,  by  that  officer,  was 
deemed,  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  most 
wise  and  salutary.  Yet  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri now  objects  to  this  power,  and  says  he 
would  not  intrust  it  even  to  the  administration 
of  the  President  or  of  his  successor.  Indeed  I 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  would  not  confide 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  necessary 
power  to  remove  the  public  moneys  from  any 
depodt  bank,  thus  abusing  its  authority,  and 
oppressing  the  people,  in  the  contingency  re- 
ferred to  in  the  proviso;  and  yet  he  would 
permit  the  joint  resolution  of  1816  to  remain 
unrepealed  and  unmodified,  by  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  might,  at  his  discretion, 
regulate  the  whole  currency  of  the  country, 
receive  or  reject  bank  paper  at  his  option, 
change  and  rechange  his  orders  upon  this  sub- 
ject, mtroduce  or  exclude  the  currency  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  exercise  over  this  whole  subject 
powers  unregulated  and  uncontrolled.  Sir,  the 
Senator  from  Missonri  stops  at  the  molehill  of . 
this  proviso,  whilst  he  surmounts  the  mountain 
whicn  rises  to  our  view,  upon  a  survey  of  the 
enormous  powers  which  that  Senator  would 
intrust,  without  any  regulation,  into  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  "W.  said  he  would  now  proceed  to  prove 
that  the  Senator  from  Missonri  had  himself 
originally  proposed  something  similar  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  which  he  now  denounces  as 
a  violation  of  the  constitution :  and  especially 
that  he  had  directiy  proposed,  by  resolation 
as  well  as  laws,  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  bank 
paper  in  payment  of  the  public  dues ;  and,  un- 
til very  recently,  limited  himself  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  notes  under  twenty  dollars,  as  proposed 
by  the  bill  of  the  committee.  And,  first,  Mr. 
W.  read  from  the  Journals  of  the  Senate,  under 
date  of  the  9th  April,  1884,  as  follows : 

"  The  foQowing  motion,  sutnoitted  by  Kr.  Benton, 
was  considered : 

"  Xetolvtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  jointly  with  snch  c(nmnittee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives,  to  consider  and  report  to  the  Senate 
and  to  the  House,  respectively,  what  alteiatiaiis,  if 
any,  are  necessary  to  be  made  •••♦••  8.  hi 
the  jobit  resolution  of  1818,  (for  the  better  ooUection 
of  the  revenue,)  so  as  to  exclude  all  bank  notes  under 
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twenty  dollars  from  revenue  payments  after  adven 

geriod,  and  to  moke  the  reTcnue  system  of  the  United 
tates  instrumental  in  the  gradual  suppression  of  the 
amall-note  circulation,  and  ue introduction  of  goldand 
■Brer  for  the  common  currency  of  the  country." 

Here  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  then  considered  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  1816  as  requiring  alterations  by  Con- 
gress, 80  as  "  to  exclude  all  bank  notes  under 
twenty  dollars  from  revenue  payments  after  a 
given  period."  Here,  then,  was  a  direct  propo- 
rtion, by  that  Senator,  to  do  precisely  what  is 
done  by  the  bill  of  the  committee,  as  regards 
the  exclusion  from  revenne  payments  of  notes 
only  "  under  twenty  dollars."  Why,  then,  does 
the  Senator  now  denounce  what  was  then  his 
own  project  as  a  repeal  of  the  constitution  f 

His  project  then  wan,  not  as  it  now  is,  to  ex- 
clude all  but  gold  and  fdlver  from  revenue  pay- 
ments, and  cut  loose  the  Federal  Government 
from  the  paper  system,  but  the  very  reverse, 
namely:  to  authorize  bank  notes  not  under 
twenty  dollars  to  be  received  in  revenue  pay- 
ments. And  how  received  f  Why,  by  regula- 
tions then  proposed  by  him,  to  be  made  by 
Congress — ^by  alterations  of  the  joint  resolution 
of  1816.  The  honorable  Senator  then  also 
proposed  to  make  "  the  revenne  system  of  the 
United  States  instrumental  in  the  gradual  sup- 

gression  of  the  small-note  circulation,  and  the 
itroduction  of  gold  and  silver  for  the  common 
currency  of  the  country."  The  terms  "  com- 
mon currency,"  as  distinguished  from  exdnsive 
currency,  are  italicized  in  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  and  the  suppression 
confined  to  "  the  small-note  circulation."  This 
suppresion  of  "  the  small-note  circulation,"  of 
notes  under  twenty  dollars,  was  to  be  effected 
by  the  instrumentality  of  the  revenue  system 
of  the  United  States.  Now,  is  not  all  this 
precisely  what  is  proposed  in  the  bill  of  the 
committee?  And  are  not  that  bill  and  this 
resolution  of  the  honorable  Senator  substan- 
tially the  same  ?  Since  this  period,  a  great  revo- 
lution appears  to  have  taken  place  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  honorable  Senator,  both  as  regards 
questions  relating  to  the  currency  and  to  con- 
stitutional law.  Then,  that  Senator  was  satis- 
fied to  encourage  the  circulation  of  bank  notes 
not  under  twenty  dollars,  and  to  receive  them 
in  revenue  payments.  Now,  nothing  will 
answer  his  purpose  but  gold  and  silver ;  and, 
to  authorize  any  thing  else  to  be  received  in 
revenue  payments  is  denounced  as  a  repeal  of 
the  constitution  I  If  this  doctrine  be  true,  then 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  stands  upon  the  Sen- 
ate journals  self-convicted  of  an  attempt  to 
repeal  tiie  constitution. 

Bat  the  Senator  from  ICssouri  has  embodied 
the  twenty-dollar  principle  as  connected  with 
the  federd  revenue,  in  an  act  of  Congress,  not 
a  resolution. 

Mr.  "W.  here  read  ttom  the  journals  of  the 
Senate,  under  date  of  the  6th  of  April,  1886, 
as  follows : 

.  "  The  Senate  resumed  the  coDsidentioii  of  a  bill 


entitled  '  An  act  making  i{>propriation8  for  the  piy- 
ment  of  the  revolutionary  and  other  pensionets,'  tc. 
The  following  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Benton, 
being  under  conaderation : 

"  Sic.  — .  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  TI)at  no  bank 
note  of  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollais  shall 
hereafter  be  olTered  in  payment,  in  any  caae  whatso- 
ever, in  which  money  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States  or  the  Post  Office  Department ;  nor  shall  any 
bank  note  of  any  denomination  be  so  offered,  unless 
the  same  shall  be  payable  and  paid  on  demand,  in 
gold  or  silver  coin,  at  the  place  where  issued,  and 
which  shall  not  be  equivalent  to  qiede  at  the  place 
where  offered,  and  convertible  into  gold  or  ailrer 
upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  without 
delay  or  loss  to  bim." 

This  section  was,  on  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri,  imbodied  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress referred  to,  and  is  now  the  law  of  the 
land,  having  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  receiveid  the  sanction  of  the  President. 
This  provision,  it  is  true,  is  confined  to  pay- 
ments by  the  United  States.  But  if  the  United 
States,  under  this  law,  are  to  pay  out  bank 
notes  not  under  twenty  dollars,  how  can  tlii» 
be  done  if  they  are  not  authorized  to  receive 
such  notes!  What  ponid  be  more  oontradie- 
tory  than  a  bill,  the  first  section  of  whieh 
should  authorize  notes  not  under  twenty  dol- 
lars to  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
second  section  of  which  should  prohibit  the 
United  States  from  receiving  in  payment  any 
thing  but  gold  and  silver?  How  oonld  the 
United  States,  by  law,  in  all  time  to  come,  pa^ 
out  that  which  by  law  they  were  debarred  from 
receiving  ?  The  Senator  from  Missouri,  then, 
has,  by  law,  connected  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment with  the  paper  system.  This  section, 
adopted  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Missoiui,  would  come  in  very  properly  as  an 
additional  clause  in  the  bill  now  before  ns ;  bnt 
as  an  additional  proviso  to  the  bilL  which  dall 
be  quoted  hereafter,  proposed  by  that  Senator, 
to  re-establish  a  currency  of  gold  and  silver  for 
the  Federal  Government,  it  would  be  ridiculous 
and  contradictory. 

Mr.  W.  stated  that  the  Senator  from  Mi««mn 
had  still  further  committed  himself  on  tbia  sub- 
ject He  had  not  only  directiy  countenanced 
tiie  payment  of  the  federal  revenne  in  bank 
notes,  but  had  himself  proposed,  at  the  last 
session,  the  creation  by  Congrress,  in  this  Dis- 
trict, of  new  bulks,  authorized  to  issue  not« 
not  less  than  twenty  dollars.  Mr.  W  Jiere  read 
from  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  under  date  of 
the  4th  June,  1886,  as  follows  : 

"  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Ml 
to  extend  the  charters  of  cert^n  banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

"  On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton  to  reoommit  the  biu, 
with  instructions  to  report  separate  bills  for  the  m- 
corporation  of  new  banks,  with  small  capitals,  adapted 
to  the  capacity  of  the  District  to  sustain  specie  buJo, 
and  strictly  limited  to  the  business  of  the  place ;  the 
said  iooorpontions  to  contain,  among  other  prorisions, 
the  following  principles :  4.  The  banks  to  issue  bo 
notes  of  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollais;  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I>BBATSS  OF  OOMaKESa 


179 


linuar,  18S7.] 


TVvomy  Cire>ilar—.P'md§  nonvabU/or  Pub/ie  Dmt. 


[Sxaxn. 


iH  antes  of  ka  d«noiiifauttion  than  twenty  doUan,  bj 
other  banks,  to  be  prohibited  from  circulation  vith- 
ia  the  District.  S.  All  the  notes  and  paper  currency 
yeoed  bj  said  banks  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver ; 
ODS^alf  of  either  at  the  option  of  the  demander,  the 
other  half  at  the  option  of  the  bank." 

Kov,  Mr.  W.  -«ron]d  ask,  if  Oongreaa  oonld 
hj  law  establish  even  in  this  District  a  certain 
tuunbw  of  banks  anthorized  to  issue  notes  of 
a  certain  denomination,  could  it  not  exercise 
ib»  smaller  power  of  anttuHriiiDg  the  reception 
of  bank  notes  in  revenae  payments  t  Bn^  llr. 
V,  eaid,  he  quoted  this  to  show  that  even  at 
this  late  period  the  Senator  fh>m  Missouri  was 
sot  pr^)ared  to  do  execution  on  all  Iwnka  and 
all  bank  paper.  There  were  some  cnrions  mat- 
tm  oramected  with  these  propositions  of  the 
Senator  fhnn  lOssonri.  His  fifth  propoaition 
Rqnired  "  all  notes  and  paper  cnrrenoy  issued 
by  said  banks  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  silTtr ; 
ao»-balf  of  either  at  the  option  of  tbo  de- 
naader,  the  other  half  at  the  option  of  the 
bank ; "  and  this  same  provision  the  honorable 
Senator  also  proposed  to  apply  to  "  the  deposit 
baiks,"  "  in  consideration  or  being  made  or  oon- 
&uMd  depositories  of  tiie  public  moneys."  Sir, 
&e  honorable  Senator  from  Miasoori  would 
Have  the  banks  pay  in  a  currency  better  than 
that  reqabed  by  the  constitution.  By  that 
instmmott,  gold  or  silver  is  a  legal  tender  in 
payment  ot  debta,  and  a  bank  note  is  only  an 
evidence  of  a  debt  due  by^e  bank  to  the  bold* 
et  of  the  note;  but  tbiB  honorable  Senator 
would  reqnire  the  banks  to  pay  their  notes  in 
gold  and  diver,  one-half  of  each  metal  When 
a  note  of  a  thotiaand  dollara  shall  be  presented 
to  a  bank  for  redemption  in  specie,  it  is  hoped 
the  honorable  Senator  will  not  require  those 
of  less  personal  prowess  than  himself  to  carry 
nriy  five  hnndied  dollars  in  silver,  when  the 
iMok  oUierwiae  might  pay  the  whole  amount 
in  pM.  Snoh.  eqiul  dividon  of  the  precious 
■wtala,  however  beantiftd  in  theoiTj  would  be 
BHMt  iDoonvenient  in  practice ;  and  if  the  hon- 
orable Senator  is  lo  equally  attached  to  gold 
nd  sQver  as  to  be  resolved  on  having  a  pre- 
nely  ecjual  circulation  of  each,  there  is  one 
*ay  which,  if  it  were  not  presumptuous,  Mr. 
V.  coold  leoommend  to  his  serious  considera- 
fm.  It  was  this.  That  Senator  took  great 
defigfat  in  exhibiting  a  new  and  favorite  coin 
of  Us,  which  he  caUed  billon.  Mr.  W.  hoped 
lie  proQoonoed  the  word  correctly ;  he  was  sure 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  did.  This  coin  was 
composed  partiy  of  copper,  and  partly  of  silver, 
tfaon^  not  precisely  one-half  of  each;  the 
SoBiior  having  suffered  great  injustice  to  be 
done  to  the  silver,  by  permitting  a  great  pre- 
pcnderanoe  of  copper,  a  very  inferior  metal, 
Bot  recognized  by  the  constitution  as  a  tender. 
Ko^Mr.  W.  would  suggest,  that  if  tiie  Sena- 
tor QtHn  Missouri  woola  have  coined  a  new 
tftaet  of  Inllon,  composed  of  gold  and  silver, 
pmaaely  one-h^  of  each  in  value,  would  it 
not  answer  his  purpose  f  Mr.  W.  would  not 
*)Rai^  that  it  would  answer,  but  would  only 


suggest  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  as  a  substitute  for  his  proposed 
entire  equalization  of  the  ciroolation  of^gold 
and  silver,  by  compelling  the  banks  to  redeem 
their  notes  in  one-half  of  each  metal,  especially 
as  these  banks  might  not  find  it  very  conven- 
ient to  comply  with  these  requisitions,  and  as  a 
greater  quantity  of  one  metal  than  of  the  other 
might  find  its  way,  firom  time  to  time,  out  of 
the  country,  and  thus  destroy  this  metallic 
equilibrium  of  the  honorable  Senator. 

Thus  far  the  Senator  from  Missouri  seemed 
to  have  confined  his  views  to  the  exclusion  of 
notes  under  twenty  dollars  in  revenue  pay- 
ments. But,  on  the  10th  of  June  last,  he 
changed  his  position,  and  introdnoed  into  the 
Senate  the  following  bill : 

"  A  bin  to  re-establish  the  cnrrency  of  the  constita- 
tion  for  the  Federal  Oovemment 

"Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hoim  of  Rep- 
re*entative$  of  tkt  United  State*  of  America  *n 
Congreu  a—etiMed,  Tbtt  bank  notes  and  paper  cur- 
rency of  every  description  shall  oMse  to  be  reodved 
or  offered  in  payment,  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  the  Poet  Office,  or  in  fees  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  as  follows :  of  leas  denomination  tlMB 
twenty  dollars,  none  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1B87; 
of  leas  denomination  than  fifty  dollars,  none  after  the 
8d  day  of  March,  1838  ;  of  less  denomination  than 
one  hundred  doUais,  none  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1839 ;  of  less  denomination  than  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, none  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1840 ;  of  leas 
denomination  than  qpe  thousand  dollars,  none  after 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1841 ;  and  none  of  any  denom- 
ination from  and  after  the  Sd  day  of  March,  1842. 

"  Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaeled.  That  any 
person  holding  an  appointment  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  any  bank  employed  to  keep  public 
moneys,  whidi  person  or  bank  shall  ne^eet,  evade, 
violate,  contravene,  or  in  any  way  elude,  or  attempt 
to  dude,  the  provisions  <^  this  act,  shall  be  guilty 
of  an  offence  against  the  laws ;  and  the  person  so  of- 
fending shall  be  liable  to  be  dismiSBfid  nom  the  ser- 
vice ;  and  the  bank  so  offending  shall,  on  satisfactory 
information,  be  discontinued  as  a  depodtory  of  public 
moneys." 

And  here  Mr.  W.  wonld  remark  that,  by  this 
bill,  bank  notes  were  permitted  to  be  received 
in  revenue  payments  until  the  8d  of  March, 
1842.  If,  then,  the  argument  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  be  correct,  that  to  authorize,  by 
act  of  Congress,  the  receipt  of  bank  notes  in 
revenue  payments  be  a  repeal  of  the  constitu- 
tion, this  bill  of  the  honorable  Senator  should 
have  been  entitied  a  repeal  of  the  oonstitntion 
until  the  8d  of  March,  1842.  The  provisions 
of  this  bill  were  somewhat  remarkable.  All 
bank  notes  tmder  twenty  dollars  were  immedi- 
ately excluded ;  the  twenty-dollar  notes,  being 
the  next  greatest  violators  of  the  constitution, 
were  executed  in  March,  18S7 ;  those  of  fifty 
dollars  in  March,  1888;  those  of  one  thous- 
and dollars  were  reprieved  till  March,  1841 ; 
and  in  March,  1842,  execution  was  done  on  all 
"  bank  notes  and  paper  currency  of  every  de- 
scription," and  'Wthe  ourrenOT  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion "  was  re-established.    Kow,  how  was  this 
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prodjgloos  revolution  to  be  effected  ?  Why,  by 
diamiMiDg  from  office  any  officer  «f  the  Got- 
emment  who  should  receive  or  offer  in  payment 
any  thing  but  gold  and  sUver,  by  wnioh  all 
were  to  be  ezolnded  but  converts  to  the  metal- 
lic currency  of  the  honorable  Senator ;  and  by 
disoontiiining,  as  a  depontory  of  the  public 
moneys,  any  bank  -which  should  commit  a 
similar-  offence.  Now,  does  any  Senator  be- 
lieve that  any  bank  would  accept  the  deposits 
on  such  terms  !  That  it  must  pay  out  the  pub- 
lic moneys  in  nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  and 
transfer  the  precious  metals  from  place  to  place, 
thousaods  of  miles,  at  the  will  oi  the  Govern- 
ment. Recollect  uiat  not  only  "  bank  notes," 
but  also  "  paper  currency  of  every  description," 
is  excluded  by  this  bill;  and,  consequently, 
bank  drafts  would  be  as  effectmdly  refused  by 
this  bill  as  bank  notes.  Indeed,  tlie  authority 
to  receive  "  funds,"  Eastern  or  Western,  from 
•ny  bank,  constitutes  one  of  the  Senators  ob- 
jections to  the  bill  of  the  committee.  Let  us 
soppose,  then,  that  the  Government  has  two 
millions  in  silver  at  Natchez,  which  it  desires 
at  four  different  points,  each  one  thousand  miles 
distant.  Will  it  transport  these  wagon  loads 
of  silver  from  point  to  point,  where  the  money 
is  wanted  by  the  Government?  for,  reoolleot 
the  Government  must  have  the  hard  money,  for 
it  is  to  pay  out  as  well  as  receive  nothing  but 
this.  Is  this  practicable,  or  is  there  a  bank  in 
the  Union  that  would  accept  the  deposits  on 
such  terms  as  these  f  THe  banks  *are  to  be 
continued  by  this  bill  as  depositories  of  the 
public  moneys,  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  yet  we  are  to  reject  the  paper  of 
onr  own  agents.  The  amount  of  the  public 
revenne  of  last  year  was  forty-seven  millions 
of  dollars.  Now,  all  this  we  are  to  intrust  to 
the  custody  of  the  banks ;  we  are  to  trust  them 
to  the  amount  of  forty-seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  but  to  refuse  to  receive  any  portion  of 
their  paper,  in  other  words,  trust  them  for  forty- 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  and  refuse  them  credit 
even  for  a  twenty-dollar  note.  We  are  first 
asked  to  employ  the  banks  as  fiscal  agents,  and 
then  set  about  the  work  of  their  destruction. 
Sir,  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  insure  the 
abandtMmient  of  the  deposit  bank  system :  and, 
•s  fiscal  agents  we  must  have,  it  would  msnre 
the  re-eetablishment  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  with  all  its  (^presnve  powers.  And 
here  let  me  ask,  can  any  thing  be  more  inoon- 
dstent,  as  well  as  impracticable,  than  to  employ 
the  State  banks  as  fiscal  agents,  as  depositories 
of  the  public  moneys,  and  yet  r^ect  their  pa- 

Ser }  If  it  be  unoon^tntional  to  receive  one 
ollar  of  the  public  dues  in  the  paper  of  any 
bank,  is  it  not  equally  unoonstitational  to  make 
these  nnoonstitntional  banks,  issuing  this  un- 
constitutional onrrency,  onr  fiscal  agents  for  the 
whole  amount  of  onr  revenue,  by  bank  credits  } 
Under  our  deposit  biU,  when  we  confide  money 
to  a  deposit  bank,  have  we  not  previously  taken 
its  bond  to  repay  f  And  if  we  take  its  bond, 
why  not  its  pt^  t    Sir,  to  oany  oat  the  gen- 


tleman's doctrine,  he  should  discard  the  deposit 
banks  as  fiscal  agents,  and  employ  hundreds  of 
separate  individual  agents,  constantly  traven- 
ing  the  coimtry  in  all  directions,  with  mules  or 
wagons  loaded  with  gold  and  silver.  Socb  s 
system,  and  to  this  it  would  come,  would  re- 
quire an  army  of  agents  greater  than  onr  whole 
standing  army,  to  receive,  transfer,  and  dis- 
burse, the  forty-seven  millions  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver, uie  amount  of  this  year's  federal  reveDne. 
Such  a  qrstem  would  enlarge  the  patronige 
and  power  of  the  General  Government  to  u 
almost  nnlimited  extent,  and,  if  sncceesfnl, 
paralyze  the  State  Governments,  by  the  de- 
struction of  State  banks.  State  credit,  and  State 
institutions.  But  the  whole  system  is  imprto- 
tioable,  and  it  is  time  that  the  country  should 
know  that  such  is  the  o[Mnion  of  the  vbde 
Senate,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  Sena- 
tor fh>m  MiasGuri  himself.  Sir,  that  Senator 
may  rally  three  or  four  votes  agunst  the  biU 
of  the  committee,  but  it  wiU  be  from  objectiona 
to  the  details  of  the  measure,  and  not  becinae 
they  adopt  the  opinions  of  the  Senatw  irom 
Missouri  on  this  subject.  If  the  constitution  U 
repealed  by  the  reception  of  bank  notes  in 
revenne  payments,  why  did  the  SenatM'  from 
IGssonri  never  come  to  the  rescue  till  the  10th 
of  June,  1886 ;  and  why  did  he  then  peimit 
the  session  to  pass  by  without  any  vote  npon 
the  measure ;  and  why  has  he  not  reintrodneed 
it  at  this  session  ?  T^e  fact  is,  and  the  coontiy 
should  know  it,  that  the  Senator  from  Hiasoori 
dan  get  no  vote  for  this  biU  of  his,  exo^t  his 
own.  Now,  at  tiiis  moment,  he  may  bnng  it 
forward,  or  at  any  period  of  the  sesson;  we 
are  anxious  he  should  do  so ;  and  all  we  ask  is 
a  vote  bv  ayes  and  noes,  to  show  the  Amerioaa 
people  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  stands 
alone  on  this  subject  Now,  the  measure  of 
the  Senator  firom  Missouri  is  not  only  imprao- 
ticable,  but  defeats  the  great  object  of  sop- 
pressing  the  small-note  currency,  and  enlaninc 
the  circulation  of  gold  and  silver.  The  Federal 
Government,  aidra  by  its  revenue,  by  the  de- 
positories of  its  money,  and  by  State  legislataoo, 
might  gradually  suppress  all  bank  notes  under 
twenty  dollars,  and  gold  and  silver  would  then 
necessarily  fill  the  vacuum,  and  constitute  the 
common  currency  of  Ae  country  in  the  ordinary 
transactions  between  the  dealer  and  consumer. 
This  would  disarm  the  State  banks  of  nearly 
all  power  to  do  evil,  arrest  excessive  issues  of 
bank  paper,  substitute  gold  and  silver  for  all 
that  great  portion  of  the  circulatitm  of  banks 
which  oondsts  of  notes  under  twenty  dollars, 
render  and  preserve  the  banks  sound  and  sol- 
vent, our  currency  stable,  and  put  an  end  to 
all  qiprahensien  of  that  explosion  of  the  paper 
system  with  which  many  believe  we  are  no* 
threatened.  This  was  a  practical  reform  of  the 
currency,  and  one  which,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  was 
deeply  sMidtous  to  see  effected;  but  it  can 
only  be  effected  by  the  co-operation  with  Cod.- 
gress  of  the  State  Lee^tnres.  The  reform, 
too,  most  be  by  gmml  and  aaooeasive  st^ 
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Therefore,  the  bill  only  proposed  the  r^hiial  of 
flie  fiTe-ddlAT  note*  after  uie  80th  December, 
18S9,  and  the  refiisal  of  the  ten-dollar  notes 
after  the  80th  December,  1841,  periods  when 
Gongrese  will  be  in  Msnon :  and  if  the  States 
wiU  not  then  oo-opwate  with  ns  in  this  reform, 
we  mnat,  as  the  repreeentatiTes  of  their  wishes, 
repeal  or  modify  the  measore. 

But  will  the  measure  of  the  Senator  from 
IGasoari  ^eet  any  nsefhl  pnrpose !  It  holds 
oat  to  the  State  banks  no  indooements  to  snp- 
I»esB  their  nmdl-note  cnrrenoy.  It  is  a  deola- 
rstaon  of  war  br  this  Goyermnent  against  the 
people  ot  the  States  and  the  banks  of  the 
States.  It  demands  that,  oat  of  a  gold  and 
alrer  earmatij  in  droolation,  of  twenty-eight 
wiiltiona,  (as  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Ttreasary,)  we  shoold  pay  in  tiiis  earrenoy  a 
revonne  of  fcH^-seren  milUons,  according  to  the 
recapts  of  H^  year.  It  demands,  then,  an 
impoaability,  unless  an  explosion  of  the  State 
banks  is  created  by  druning  them  of  their 
ipede.  It  demands  that  this  gold  and  silver 
be,  at  all  the  various  points  of  collection  or 
payment,  at  all  times,  in  snfSoient  qoantitiee  to 
make  these  revenae  payments  and  cUsbnrse- 
ments  also.  It  woold  withdraw  gold  and  silver 
fhim  general  drcolation,  and  confine  its  nse 
aknoBt  wholly  to  revenne  payments  and  dis- 
bnrsemeats.  It  is,  finally,  an  effort,  on  the 
port  of  this  Government  to  render  all  the 
notes  of  all  tiie  State  banks  uncTurent  within 
fbe  limits  of  the  States,  and  is  equivalent  to  a 
demand  made  by  Congress  upon  the  State  banks 
to  sorrender  their  charters,  or  upon  tiie  State 
Legialatares  to  repeal  them ;  and  Mr.  W.  said 
be  had  never  been  aothorized  by  the  State  of 
IGssisBippi  to  demand,  in  their  name,  a  repeal 
or  over&row  of  any  of  their  State  institutions. 
To  the  extent  that  he  was  now  willing  to  go, 
Ifr.  W.  said  he  had  distinctly  expressed  him- 
self in  an  address  preceding  his  election:  in 
&vor  of  the  abuidonment  of  the  small-note 
enrrency,  in  favor  of  receiving  the  notes  "  for 
larger  amounts  "  "  of  the  solvent  State  banks." 
fin-  "  all  does  to  the  National  Qovemment ;  "  in 
iSivor  of  the  enlargement  of  the  circulation  of 
gold  and  silver,  and  against  "an  exclusively 
metallic  currency."  Mr.  W.  said,  having  been 
dected  with  the  open  avowal  of  these  doctrines, 
he  hoped  he  stood  not  cmly  upon  the  basis  of 
his  own  previously  expressed  views,  but  also 
upon  those  of  his  constituents,  in  supporting 
the  present  biU,  and  opposing  that  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri. 

Where  is  the  distinction,  in  principle,  as  re- 
gards the  reception  of  bank  paper  on  public 
•eoonnt,  between  the  two  provisions?  And 
file  Senator  from  Missouri,  in  thus  denouncing 
tiie  bill  of  the  committee  as  a  repeal  of  the 
eoostitntion,  denounces  directly  the  President 
c£  the  United  States.  Congress,  no  more  than 
a  State  L^islature.  can  make  any  thing  but 
pM  or  rilver  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts  by 
one  cttixea  to  another ;  bat  that  Congress,  or  a 


State  Legislature,  or  an  individual,  may  waive 
their  constitutional  rights,  and  receive  bank 
paper  or  drafts,  in  payment  of  any  debt,  is  a 
principle  of  universal  adoption  in  theory  and 
practice,  and  never  doubted  by  any  one  until 
at  the  present  session  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri.  The  distinction  of  the  Senator  in 
this  respect  was  as  incomprehensible  to  him 
(Mr.  W.)  as  he  believed  it  was  to  every  Senator, 
and,  indeed,  was  discernible  only  by  tiie  magni- 
fying powers  of  a  solar  microscope.  It  was  a 
point-no-point,  which,  like  the  logarithmio 
spiral,  or  asymptote  of  the  hyperboflo  curve, 
might  be  forever  approached  without  reaching; 
an  mfinitesmal,  the  ghost  of  an  idea,  not  only 
without  length,  breadth,  thickness,  shape, 
weight,  or  dimensions,  but  without  position — 
a  mere  imaginary  nothing,  which  flitted  before 
the  bewildered  viAaa  of  the  honorable  Senator, 
when  traversing,  in  his  fitful  somnambulisn^ 
that  tesselated  pavement  of  gold,  silver,  and 
billon,  which  that  Senator  delighted  to  occupy. 
Sir,  the  Senator  from  Missouri  might  have 
heaped  mountain-high  his  piles  of  metal;  he 
mi^t  have  swept,  in  his  Quixotic  flight,  over 
tiie  banks  of  the  States,  putting  to  the  sword 
their  ofiBcers,  stockholders,  directory,  and  legis- 
lative bodies  by  which  they  were  chartered; 
he  might,  in  his  reveries,  have  demolished  their 
charters,  and  consumed  their  paper  by  the  fire 
of  his  eloquence;  he  might  nave  transacted, 
in  fancy,  with  a  metallic  currency  of  twenty- 
eight  mUBons  in  circulation,  an  actual  annual 
b^iness  of  fifteen  hundred  millions,  and  Mr. 
W.  would  not  have  disturbed  his  beatific  visions, 
nor  would  any  other  Senator — for  they  were 
visions  only,  that  could  never  be  reali*ed-^but 
when,  descending  from  his  etliereal  fiights,  he 
seized  upon  the  Committee  on  Public  Landis  as 
criminals,  arraigned  them  as  violators  of  the 
constitution,  and  prayed  Heaven  for  deliverance 
from  them,  Mr.  W.  could  be  silent  no  longer. 
Tes,  even  then  he  would  have  passed  lightiy 
over  the  ashes  of  the  theories  of  the  honorable 
Senator,  for,  if  he  desired  to  make  assaults 
upon  any,  it  would  be  upon  the  living,  and  not 
the  dead ;  but  that  Senator  in  the  opening  of 
his  (Mr.  W.'s)  address,  had  rejected  the  olive 
branch  which,  upon  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
mutual  friends,  against  his  own  Judgment  he 
had  extended  to  ibe  honorable  Senator.  The 
Senator  fhnn  Missouri  had  thus,  in  substance, 
declared  his  "  voice  was  still  for  war."  Be  it 
so ;  but  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  all  recollect 
that  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  not  the  aggressor ;  and 
that,  whilst  he  trusted  he  never  would  wanton- 
ly assail  the  feelings  or  reputation  of  any  Sen- 
ator, he  thanked  G}od  that  he  was  not  so  abject 
or  degraded  as  to  submit,  with  impunity,  to 
unprovoked  attacks  or  unfounded  accusations 
from  any  quarter.  Could  he  thus  submit,  he 
would  be  unfit  to  represent  the  noble,  generous, 
and  gallant  people,  whose  rights  and  interests 
it  was  his  pnde  and  glory  to  endeavor  to  pro- 
tect, whose  honor  and  character  were  dearer 
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to  him  than  life  itself^  and  shonld  never  be 
tarnished  by  any  act  of  his,  as  one  of  their 
hmuble  representatives  upon  this  floor. 

Mr.  RiTss  retnmed  his  thanks  to  Mr.  Wa.l- 
KXB  for  Iiis  able  and  satisfactory  defence  of  the 
bill.  He  shonld  not  be  able  to  add  mnch  to 
what  had  been  said  bv  the  honorable  Senator, 
bat  was  desiroos  of  adding  his  mite  in  reply  to 
80  mnch  of  what  had  so  zealously  been  urged 
by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bkktost,)  as 
had  not  been  touched  upon  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Land  Committee;  and,  as  he  understood 
there  were  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
qnestion  who  were  desirous  of  being  heard,  he 
suggested  the  propriety  of  deferring  further 
debate  on  the  bul  to  Monday.  This  was,  i^r 
some  conversation,  agreed  to. 

Thanbto  the  VieePr$tidmt. 
Vr,  BiBTON  introduced  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Ruolvtd,  That  the  Senate  cordially  reciprocate  the 
aentiments  of  peraonsi  kindness  exptessed  by  Habiih 
Van  BuRiii,  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
towards  the  members  of  this  body,  imon  taking  leave 
of  them;  and  that  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be 
presented  to  him,  in  testimony  of  the  impartiality, 
dignity,  and  ability,  with  which  he  has  presided 
over  tbdr  deliberations,  and  of  their  entire  approba- 
tion of  his  conduct  in  the  diadiarge  of  the  arduous 
and  important  duties  assigned  him  as  President  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  B.  suggested  the  propriety  of  taking  up 
the  resolution  and  acting  upon  it  at  this  time. 

The  Cbaib  stating  that  this  could  only  be 
done -by  unanimous  consent, 

Mr.  Oalhouk  objected. 

Mr.  BuoHAiTAiT  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
lesolution  would  be  acted  on  at  once. 

Mr.  0AI.H0UK  inquired  whether  it  was  usual 
to  pass  a  vote  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  BxinxjN  quoted  several  precedents  to 
diow  that  it  was ;  whereupon, 

Mr.  Oalhottk,  observing  that  it  was  a  mere 
formality,  withdrew  his  objection ;  and  the 
qnestion  being  put,  the  resolation  was  agreed 
io,ne>n.wn. 


MoNDAT,  January  80. 
Ameriecm  ColonimUion  Soeietf/. 

Mr.  Cult  moved  to  take  np  the  memorial 
f^om  the  Colonization  Society,  presented  by 
him  on  Friday  last,  expressing  the  hope  that 
there  would  be  no  farther  debate  upon  it,  and 
calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  qn^ion 
of  taking  up ;  which  were  ordered. 

The  qnestion  was  decided  in  the  negative : 

Yus.— Messrs.  Bayaid,  Clay,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Kent,  Knight,  Morris,  Niles,  Fientiss,  Bobtnns, 
Bobinson,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinaon, 
WaU— 18. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Blad^  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Cotbbert,  Dana,  Fulton,  Onmdy,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  IJnn,  Lyon, 


Moore,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Page,  Preston,  BiTea, 
Buggies,  Strange,  Olpton,  Walker,  'White,  Wiight- 
26. 

Trtaiury  Cireular. 

The  bill  to  designate  and  limit  the  ftmdi 
which  shall  be  receivable  for  the  public  rev- 
enue was  taken  up  as  the  special  order,  and 

Mr.  RrvKs  addressed  the  House  at  lengtii  in 
its  snpport,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bxznov.  [Tlus 
speech  was  not  reported.] 

PuUioLandt. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Buohaxih's 
amendment  to  this  bill  allowing  parents  to  en- 
ter small  tracts  for  their  children,  to  be  patent- 
ed when  they  should  oome  of  age — 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Bttchabah  tm 
agreed  to. 

TiAS.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhomi,  CUr, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Swing  of  Illinois.  Hendricki, 
Hubbard,  Kent,  Knight,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Norrdl, 
Prentiss,  Rives,  Bobbins,  Bobinson,  Sevier,  Soothard, 
Strange,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  Tomlinson,  Wallier, 
Wall,  Webster,  White— 28. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Benton,  BUdc,  Pulton,  Giwidr, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Kocn, 
Morris,  NUes,  Page,  Preston,  Bog^  llptni, 
Wri^— 16. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walkkb,  the  bDl  was  fiir- 
ther  amended,  so  as  to  allow  no  one  to  enter  a 
tract  in  his  own  name  until  he  is  21  yean 
old. 


Thtiksdat,  Febmaiy  9. 
Hon.  Alexakdeb  Morroir,  Senator  elect  from 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  vice  Mr.  Portxb,  resign- 
ed, was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Copyrighttto  Fonigntn. 

Mr.  Olat  said  that  ho  begged  leave  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate  a  memorial  or  address  from 
certain  living  authors  of  Great  Britain.  Among 
the  subscribers  to  it  would  be  recognized  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  names  in  the  Uteraiy 
world — names  (said  he)  with  which  we  have 
been  lone  familiar,  ana  whose  admirable  pro- 
ductions have  often  instructed  and  delisted  m 
all.  They  represent  that,  ovring  to  the  want 
of  legal  protection  in  the  United  StatM,  tley 
are  deprived  of  the  benefit  here  of  thdr  literary 
property ;  that  tiieir  works  are  published  wiA- 
ont  any  compensation  being  made  to  them  for 
their  copyri^ts;  that  they  arefrequenfly  alter- 
ed and  mutilated,  so  as  to  aSbct  injuriously 
their  reputations;  and  that  an  arrangement 
which  they,  or  some  of  them,  had  made  with 
bookseUers  in  the  United  States,  to  secure  a 
fair  and  just  remuneration  for  their  labors,  baa 
been  defeated  by  the  practice  of  other  Am*- 
lean  booksellers.  They  therefore  request  the 
passage  of  a  law,  by  which  their  right  of 
property  may  be  protected.  , 

I  am  quite  sure,  (oontinned  Mr.  Olat)  mat  1 
need  not  say  one  word  to  commend  this  addiev 
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to  the  sttentive  and  friendly  consideration  of 
the  Senate,  and  e^ery  member  of  it.    Of  all 
elasaes  of  our  fellow-beings,  there  is  none  that 
has  a  better  right  than  that  of  authors  and  in- 
Tentora,  to  the  kindness,  the  sympathy,  and  the 
protection  oif  the  Ooremment     And  snrely 
nothing  can  be  more  reasonable  than  that  they 
abonid  be  allowed  to  enjoy,  without  interrup- 
tion for  a  limited  time,  the  property  created  liy 
thor  own  genioa.    Unfortonately,  but  too  often 
dependent  upon  that  alone,  if  they  are  depriv- 
ed of  it,  they  are  bereft  of  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence.    The  signers  of  this  address  may,  with 
more  eonfidence,  indulge  the  hope  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law  which  they  solicit,  fh>m  the 
eonsideration  that,  according  to  tiie  liberality 
of  tbe  British  practice,  the  security  of  oopy- 
li^t  la  not  restricted  to  British  subjects,  but  is 
e^iaUy  enjoyed  by  foreigners.    And  I  nnder- 
sfamd  that  there  are  instances  of  American  an- 
fliors  who  have  availed  themselves  of  it.    When 
we  reflect  what  important  parts  of  the  great 
lepabUc  of  letters  the  United  States  and  Great 
Bntain  are,  and  consider  their  common  origin, 
common  language,  and  mmilarity  of  institutions, 
and  of  habits  of  reading,  there  seems  to  me  to 
be  every  motive  for  reciprocating  between  the 
two  countries  the  security  of  copyrights.    In- 
deed, I  do  not  see  any  ground  of  just  objection, 
either  in  the  constitution  or  sound  policy,  to 
^e  passage  of  a  law  tendering  to  all  foreign 
nations  reciprocal  security  for  literary  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  C.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 
Mr.  Prbstos  had  no  doubt  of  the  general 
prosriety  o(  the  direction  proposed  to  be  ^ven 
to  toe  memorial ;  all  subjects  of  this  kind  were 
properly  brought  before  uie  Library  Committee. 
Btt  tiie  anbjeet  was  one  of  some  difBculty; 
thwe  was  •  luge  and  meritorious  class  of  au- 
thors in  this  country,  who  had  a  direct  interest 
in  secnring  to  the  authors  of  Great  Britain  the 
copyright  to  their  works,  because  copies  of 
these  works  were  sold  without  the  expense  of 
a  eopyri^t,  and  thus  came  in  free  and  inju- 
rious ccmpetition  with  the  works  of  American 
aathora.  But,  then,  publishers  had  an  opposite 
interest,  to  seize  upon  foreign  works  without 
priee,  and  republish  them.  The  consequence 
wu,  that  the  labor  of  foreign  authors  was  con- 
verted to  the  use  of  publishers  here,  who  often 
tent  into  Uie  market  a  most  despicable  article 
in  point  of  execution,  entirely  xmworthy  of  the 
state  of  the  arts  in  this  country.  Publishers, 
therefore,  had  arrayed  themselves  agunst  the 
object  of  this  memorial;  and  the  subject, 
therefore,  resolved  itself  into  a  complicated 
qnestion  of  free  trade  and  protection  of  the  me- 
diaoioal  arts,  with  which  is  numbered  the  art 
of  printing.  On  this  subject  Mr.  P.  was  not 
now  prepared  to  decide.  They  had  two  an- 
thers to  our  one,  and  were,  therefore,  more  in- 
terrated  in  the  protection  of  mental  labor; 
while  we  published  three  or  four  books  to 
thtir  one,  and  wwe,  tharefore,  more  interested 


in  protecting  publishers.  Mr.  P.  was  under- 
stood to  suggest  that  the  subject  ought  to  go  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Gbukdt  moved  that  the  memorial  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  of  five,  expressing 
the  desire  that  he  might  be  excused  ih>m  serv- 
ing on  such  committee. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  aware  that  the  interest  of 
booksellers  in  the  United  States  was  adverse  to 
the  object  of  this  memorial ;  but  he  did  not  sup- 
pose tnat  it  was  of  a  character  or  nature  such 
as  required  its  rejection.  The  works  for  which 
copyrights  would  be  secured  in  this  country 
constituted  but  a  small  portion  of  tlie  entire 
literature  of  Great  Britain  or  this  country ;  and 
of  the  works  of  the  distinguished  names  on  this 
memorial,  the  copyright  of  a  great  portion  had 
expired,  which  was,  therefore,  subject  to  free 
publicatioa;  and  perhaps  it  would  not  be 
thought  proper  to  revive  the  right  in  this 
country.  By  several  living  foreign  authors,  an 
attempt  had  been  made  to  secure  their  proper- 
ty in  this  country,  by  designating  the  book- 
sellers in  the  United  States  by  whom  alone 
their  works  were  to  be  publi^ed.  Tho  at- 
tempt, however,  proved  impracticable,  for  other 
booksellers  also  published  their  works  without 
license,  so  as  entirely  to  deprive  them  of  the 
benefits  of  such  property  in  this  country.  Mr. 
0.  thought  the  proper  committee  was  that  on 
the  Judiciary,  though  he  would  not  object  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  BvoBiLjUAS  said  when  this  question  came 
to  be  considered,  it  would  be  a  vexed  and 
di£Bonlt  qnestion.  He  would  not  ^souss  it 
now.  but  ne  saw  an  interest  involved  far  be- 
yond that  of  publishers,  to  whose  interest  he 
would  pay  a  smaller  regard ;  and  that  was  the 
interest  of  the  reading  people  of  the  United 
States.  Cheap  editions  of  foreign  works  were 
now  published  and  sent  all  over  the  country  so 
as  to  be  within  the  reach  of  every  individual ; 
and  the  effect  of  granting  copyrights  asked  for 
by  this  memorial  would  be,  that  the  authors 
who  were  anxious  to  have  their  works  appear 
in  a  more  expensive  form  would  prevent  mo  is- 
suing of  these  cheap  editions;  so  that  the 
amount  of  republications  of  British  works  in 
this  country,  he  thought,  would  be  at  once  re- 
duced to  one-halt  But  to  live  in  fame  was  as 
great  a  stimulus  to  authors  as  pecuniary  ginn ; 
and  the  qnestion  ought  to  be  considered, 
whether  they  would  not  lose  as  much  of  fame 
by  the  measure  asked  for,  as  they  would  gain 
in  money.  It  was  especially  well  worthy  of 
the  committee  to  go  beyond  publishers,  and  as- 
certain what  would  be  the  effect  on  the  acqui- 
sition of  knowledge  in  this  vast  country. 

Mr.  GBUKDy's  motion  to  refer  the  memorial 
to  a  special  committee  was  then  carried ;  and 
the  Chur  appointed  Messrs.  Cult,  Pbssion, 
BuoHAjiAN,  WxBSTKB,  and  Kwnia  of  Ohio,  to 
compose  the  committee. 
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Satubdat,  Febrnory  4. 
Copyrightt  to  Fore%gn*rt. 

Ifr.  Glat  presented  a  list,  on  parchment,  of 
additional  names  of  British  authors  to  the  ad- 
dress which  he  had  submitted  to  the  Senate  the 
other  day.  He  moved  that  it  be  printed  with 
ti>e  other  names  attached  to  the  address,  and  be 
referred  to  the  select  committee  raised  on  that 
subject ;  which  was  accordingly  ordered.  Ho 
also  moved  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
member  of  the  select  committee;  which  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  0.  also  presented  a  petition  from  snndry 
American  authors,  praying  amendments  in  the 
eopyright  law.  They  represent  the  impor- 
tance of  native  literature,  and  the  propriety 
of  extending  to  it  reasonable  encouragement. 
They  state  that,  owing  to  the  fact  that  book- 
sellers in  this  conntiy  can  possess  themselves 
of  and  publish  new  works  as  they  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  from  the  British  press,  without 
any  charge  on  account  of  the  copyright,  Amer- 
icHi  authors  of  similar  works  are  unable  to  ob- 
tain for  theb  copyrights  a  fair  compensation. 

Mr.  0.  understood  that  the  course  of  this 
business  was.  that  American  booksellers  have 
their  agents  m  Great  Britain,  who,  as  soon  as 
a  new  work  makes  its  appearance,  transmit  it 
to  them  by  the  first  packet.  Sometimes  it  is 
received  from  the  packet  at  the  Narrows^  and 
the  vessel  being  detained  there  a  short  time, 
ftom  some  cause  or  other,  by  the  time  she  ar- 
rives at  the  wharves  the  work  is  published  and 
ready  for  distribution.  This  extraordinary  de- 
nwtch  is  eflTected  by  means  of  steam  presses,  and 
uie  himdreds  of  hands  employed  by  some  of 
the  booksellers.  The  consequence  is,  that  the 
work  is  often  slovenly  published,  on  bad  paper, 
wiUi  bad  types,  and  omitting  maps,  diagrams, 
engravings,  and  other  illustrations.  This  the 
first  publishers  feel  themselves  constrained  to 
do,  lest  some  rivals  shall  publish  a  cheaper  edi- 
tion than  that  which  they  have  issued.  Pur- 
chased in  this  defective  form,  no  one  can  get 
the  genuine  production  of  the  British  author 
without  sending  abroad  for  it,  as  is  sometimes 
done. 

Mr.  0.  understood  that  the  business  of  re- 
publishing in  this  country  late  BritiBh  works 
was  principally  confined  to  two  highly  respect- 
able nouses  in  New  York  and  Philadejphia,  of 
whom  he  did  not  mean  to  say  one  wora  in  dis- 
paragement. They  merely  availed  themselves 
of  the  actual  state  of  thin^  and  undoubtedly 
placed  the  American  pubhc  under  obligations 
for  supplying  them  so  rapidly  and  so  cheaply 
with  the  lat^t  effusions  of  the  British  mind. 

If  the  foreign  author  is  justly  secured  in  his 
rights  of  property,  the  practical  consequence 
will  probably  be,  that  he  wUl  sell  his  copyright 
to  some  American  publisher,  the  work  will  be 
carefully  and  deliberately  printed,  without  mu- 
tilation or  abstraction,  and  will  be  in  a  condi- 
tion worthy  of  preservation. 

lir.  0.  moved  the  reference  of  the  petition  to 


the  select   committee   heretofore  appointed; 
which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  NiLES,  referring  to  tbe  memorial  from 
American  authors,  said  they  had  gone  one  step  • 
beyond  what  had  ever  been  done.  They  were 
not  satisfied  with  obtaining  the  right  to  ^ 
productions  of  their  own  minds;  they  asked 
Congress  to  prohibit,  for  their  benefit,  the  nse 
of  uie  productions  of  pthers.  This  he  op- 
posed. 

Mr.  Prbston  was  not  adverse  to  grantiog 
copyrights  to  foreign  authors.  He  had  foi^ 
merly  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  this  grant  to 
foreign  authors,  which  might  have  been  a  mo- 
tive for  sending  petitions  on  the  jsubject;  and 
all  his  inclinations  were  still  decidedly  in  fiiror 
of  the  proposed  measure.  He  believed,  also, 
that  Congress  possessed  the  constitutional  pow- 
er to  pass  it,  and  by  that  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion wnich  provides  for  the  promotion  of  knowl- 


e  had  been  in  the  daily  habit,  Mr.  P.  said, 
of  appropriating  to  our  use  the  productions  of 
minos  beyond  the  Atlantic,  without  any  recom- 
pense. We  had  luxuriated  in  the  works  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott  without  any  remuneration  to  him, 
at  tiie  time  when  he  was  toiling  night  and  day 
to  pay  a  debt ;  when,  if  he  had  received  from 
us  the  thousandth  part  of  the  value  of  bis 
works,  tiie  debt  would  have  been  paid.  Ifr. 
P.  had  always  regarded  this  as  an  instance  of 
ingratitude,  which  of  itself  induced  him  very 
strongly  to  the  support  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  Olat,  in  reply  to  Mr.  NnjB,  swd  he  wis 
very  glad  of  the  benefit  of  his  suggestions,  and 
they  would  doubUess  receive  the  special  atten- 
tion of  the  committee.  But  he  thought  be 
would  be-  satisfied  that  no  such  mischief  was 
intended  as  he  supposed.  The  whole  object 
was  to  put  foreign  authors  on  the  same  foodag 
on  which  our  own  authors  are  in  England.  He 
thought  the  extension  of  copyrights  would  not, 
on  the  whole,  make  any  addition  to  the  cost  of, 
the  books. 

The  reference  and  printing  were  ordered. 

Election  qf  Pr€*ideat  and  Vice  Fretidtnt— 
Mode  of  eowiting  Voto*. 

Mr.  Geuudt,  from  the  select  committee  i^ 
pointed  to  consider  and  report  on  the  mode  of 
examining  and  counting  the  votes  for  President 
and  Vice  Preadent,  and  whether  any  votes  have 
been  given  by  persons  not  competent  under  the 
constitution,  made  a  special  report  thereon; 
which  was  read. 

The  report  states  that  in  some  instances  not. 
more  than  four  or  five  electors  have  been 
chosen  in  some  of  the  States,  who  are  o^kert 
of  the  General  Government,  (deputy  pwt- 
masters,)  and  that  such  votes  are,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  not  in  conformity  ww 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution ;  but  at  tae 
same  time  the  few  votes  thus  given  will  not 
vary  the  result  of  the  election,  as  it  was  not 
contemplated  by  any  one  that  the  appomtmw* 
of  one  ineligible  elector  would  vitiate  the  vote 
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ti  lua  State.  The  report  oondodes  vith  reoom- 
BiwMKng  the  adoptioa  of  the  fbUowiiig  reoola- 
tiras: 

RaoML,  lliat  the  two  HooMt  riall  memble  in 
the  dnmber  at  the  House  of  BepraaentatiTea,  on 
Wedneaday  next,  at  IS  o'clock,  and  the  Freeident 
af  die  Senate  dull  be  the  praaidijsg  officer;  that  one 
penon  be  appointed  a  teller  oa  the  part  of  the 
Sea^  and  two  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
BepratmtatiTea,  to  make  a  list  of  the  rotes  as  they 
•ball  be  dedared ;  that  the  result  shall  be  deliTered 
to  the  Freadent  of  the  Soiate,  who  shall  aanoonce 
the  state  otthe  vote,  and  the  penons  elected,  to  the 
two  Houses  assembled  as  aforesidd,  which  sbaU  be 
deemed  a  dedaration  of  the  persons  elected  Presi- 
dent and  Yioe  Preddent  of  the  United  ^ates ;  and, 
t«igelher  with  a  list  of  Totea,  be  entered  on  the 
Journals  of  the  two  Houses. 

Raelted,  That  in  rdation  to  the  TOtes  of  IDdil- 
gsn,  if  the  counting  (v  omitting  to  oount  them  shall  not 
wamtially  change  the  lesoh  of  the  election,  they 
Aall  be  reported  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  in 
the  foOowhig  DMnner :  "  Were  the  rotes  of  Uichi- 
aa  to  be  counted,  the  result  would  be,  for  A.  B.  for 

FteaideBt  of  the  United  States, rotes.    If  not 

counted,  for  A.  B.  for  Fteadent  of  the  United  States, 

rotea    But  in  either  erent  A.  B.  is  elected 

Pkeadent  of  the  United  States."  And  ht  the  same 
:  tar  Vice  President 


Mr.  'NoKVXLL  atud  that  the  reeolntkns  were 
j<Mnt  reedntioiis.  The  first  prescribed  the 
usual  manner  in  which  the  two  Honsee  assem- 
bled together  on  the  second  Wednesday  in 
Febnuuy,  for  the  parpoee  at  counting  the 
votes  for  Preadent  and  Yioe  President  of  the 
United  States.  To  this,  of  conrse,  he  had  no 
oljeotioa.  The  second  resolution,  in  relation 
to  the  votes  of  Michigan,  declared,  in  substance, 
that  if  they  were  not  essential  to  the  election 
of  a  President,  tiiey  shonld  be  annonnced,  bnt 
need  not  be  received  as  good.  Their  receirtion, 
titeD,  as  Boond  votes,  depended  npon  a  contin- 
eeoey  which  it  was  known  would  not  happen. 
He  MDed  for  a  division  of  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  in  order  that  he  and 
his  colleagne  might  have  as  opportonity  of 
nooidlnff  their  votes  ag^nst  the  aeoond  reso- 
lution. Michigan,  when  tiie  pe(^le  of  that 
State  gave  their  votes  for  presidential  deotora, 
was  a  sovereign  State,  acknowledged  to  be  aach 
^  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
me  was  now,  before  her  electoral  votes  were 
to  be  oonnted,  a  sovereign  State  of  this  Union, 
acknowledged  to  be  sach  by  another  act  of  the 
Oongress  of  the  United  States.  He  had,  there- 
fore, risen  to  enter  his  most  solemn  protest,  in 
behalf  of  the  people  ot  Michi^n,  against  any 
dedrion  of  this  bod^,  or  of  Oongress,  which 
would,  even  by  implication,  have  the  effect  of 
preventing  their  electoral  votes  fh)m  beins 
counted  for  President  and  Vice  President  (X 
the  United  States;  and  opon  the  motion  to 
adopt  the  second  reaolntion,  he  requested  thi^ 
the  yeas  and  nays  might  be  taken. 

lu*.  Gbukdt  observed  that  the  ocMnmittee 
were  nnanimona  for  reporting  the  second  reso- 
httot.    Tho  same  oouie  mid  been  panned 


with  regard  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  tmder 
the  like  drcnmstances ;  and  when  Senators 
recollected  that  this  was  the  very  place  where 
the  rock  lies  which  may  destroy  this  Qorem- 
ment,  they  would  perceive  that  the  committee 
had  good  reasons  for  recommending  the  resolu- 
tion objected  to.  Suppose,  said  Mr.  6.,  the 
two  Honsee  should  ^Ter  and  separate,  and 
suppose  the  House  should  refuse  to  send  for 
the  Senate  again:  where  will  be  your  Pred- 
dent or  Vice  President?  Though  he  had 
been  one  of  the  most  anxious  for  the  admisnon 
of  Michigan,  yet  he  thought  it  better,  under 
the  circumstances,  thatther  vote  shonld  not  b« 
counted,  except  in  the  way  provided  for  by  the 
second  resolution.  To  count  the  vote  comd  do 
no  good,  inasmnoh  as  it  would  not  vary  the  re- 
salt;  and  it  might  do  harm.  No  man  was 
more  anxious  thui  he  waa  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan;  yet  he  must  express  the  opinion 
that^e  was  not  a  State  of  this  Union  when 
she  gave  her  vote. 

Mr.  NoBvxix  siud  that,  if  this  Union  shonld 
ever  receive  a  shock,  as  intimated  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Tennessee,  it  would  arise  from  the 
practice  of  injustice  by  this  Government  tow- 
ards one  or  more  of  the  States  of  the  confeder- 
acy and  noi  from  the  right  decision  of  such  ques- 
tions as  the  one  now  pending.  The  reception 
of  the  votes  of  a  State  entitled  to  vote  for  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation,  by  whom  she, 
as  well  aa  the  other  States,  was  to  be  governed, 
could  never  endanger  the  Union.  The  result 
of  the  late  election,  he  knew,  could  not  be 
varied  by  the  votes  of  Michigan;  and  less 
hazard  would,  therefore,  be  encountered  at  this 
time  in  properly  deciding  the  question  apon 
receiving  the  votes  of  States  in  similar  circum- 
stances with  Michigan,  than  at  any  other  time. 
The  case  of  Missouri,  quoted  by  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  in  support  of  the  second  reso- 
lution, was  not,  upon  this  point,  a  case  anal- 
ogous to  that  of  Michigan.  Missouri  was  a 
State  when  her  electors  were  chosen,  but  she 
was  not  a  State  of  the  Union  when  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  assembled  to  count  the 
electoral  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent. She  was  not  admitted  until  some  months 
afterwards ;  but  the  State'  of  Indiana  did  pre- 
sent a  precisely  analogous  case  to  that  of  Michi- 
gan. Indiana,  when  her  electors  were  chosen, 
had  formed  her  constitution  and  State  Qovem- 
ment ;  bnt  ^e  was  not  admitted  into  the  Union 
until  some  time  in  the  succeeding  December. 
She  became,  however,  a  member  of  the  Union 
before  the  electoral  votes  were  oonnted.  When 
the  two  Houses  assembled,  and,  in  counting  the 
votes,  came  to  those  of  Indiana,  objection  was 
made  to  their  reception.  The  two  Houses  sep- 
arated. Some  discussion  arose  in  both  on  the 
subject ;  bnt,  before  the  point  was  directiy  de- 
cided by  eiuer,  a  message  was  sent  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  Senate,  that 
they  were  ready  to  proceed  in  the  count. 
When  they  came  tosetner  again,  the  votes  of 
Indiana  ware  countec^  and  recorded  among  the 
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electoral  votes  of  the  other  States.  Soch  is 
exactly  the  sitoaUon  of  Michigan.  But  he  had 
not  rteen  to  provoke  debate.  His  object  was 
simply  to  protest  against  the  prindple  of  the 
second  reeolntion  reported  by  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  and  to  ask  for  himself  and  his  col- 
league the  poor  privilege  of  recording  their 
names  against  it  He  did  not  know  that  they 
would  be  sastained  by  the  vote  of  any  other 
Senator  present 

Mr.  Olat  said  that  the  committee  had  fol- 
lowed exactly  the  coarse  adopted  in  the  case  of 
Missonri;  and  the  Senatcn^  from  Midiigan 
woold  see  that  there  was  to  be  no  exclusion  of 
their  votes,  though  no  use  might  be  made  of 
them.  Whether  they  were  counted  or  not, 
the  reeolt  would  be  the  same.  Now,  when 
gentlemen  reflected  for  a  moment  nppn  the 
operations  of  this  Government,  the  difficulties 
to  be  settled,  the  important  questions  ^nding, 
and  especially  the  one  as  to  the  election  of  a 
Chief  Magistrate,  they  would  see  at  once  the 
necessity  of  avoiding  doing  any  thing  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  creating  exdftement, 
or  throwing  any  difficulty  in  the  way  at  this 

S articular  juncture,  when  they  were  about  to 
ecide  on  so  very  important  a  question  as  would 
have  to  be  disposed  of  on  Wednesday  next 

With  regard,  then,  to  what  the  Senator  from 
lOohigan  (Mr.  Nobvxll)  had  said  as  to  Michi- 

en  being  similarly  situated  to  Missouri  and 
diana,  when  they  were  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and  yet  they  were  permitted  to  vote^ 
he  could  not  agree  with  him.  The  case  of 
Michigan  was  not  exactly  that  of  Missouri,  nor 
that  of  Indiana.  The  act  of  Congress  passed 
admitted  her  on  certain  conditions,  and,  naviug 
accepted  those  conditions,  she  became  a  State, 
and  performed  all  her  functions  as  a  State,  and 
had  given  her  votes  for  President  and  Yice 
President ;  and  but  for  the  formality  of  this 
resolution,  which  was  deemed  necessary  by  the 
committee,  she  was  put  upon  precisely  iha  same 
footing  as  the  States  which  had  been  mentioned. 
Whilst,  then,  he  admitted  there  was  some  slight 
difiSerence  between  the  case  of  Michigan  and 
that  of  Missouri  and  of  Indiana,  he  could  not 
admit  that  Michigan  should  vote,  except  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  in  the  resolution ;  for  he 
thought,  under  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  this  matter,  it  would  be  better  to  take  the 
course  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Oax-houn  remarked  that,  notwithstand- 
ing what  was  said  by  gentlemen  to  the  con- 
trary, during  the  debate  on  the  admission  of 
Michigan,  they  would  now  see  that  she  was 
a  State,  de  /aeto,  at  the  time  she  formed  her 
constitution.  NoWj  if  they  applied  the  reason 
of  that  case  to  this,  what  was  the  result  ( 
Michigan  was  not  a  State  in  this  Union  when 
her  Senators  were  elected,  nor  when  she  voted 
for  President  and  Vice  President  The  case 
was  really  a  dear  one,  and  any  reason  which 
wonld  exclude  tiiese  votes  ou^t  to  have  ex- 
cluded her  Senators  tram  taking  tlleir  seats  on 
this  floor.    He  did  not  beUeve  that  donbtAil 


questions  of  this  kind  should  be  waived ;  and 
tnis  question  should  be  aettied  at  once.  He 
should,  therefore,  feel  himself  bound  to  vote 
against  tiie  resolution. 

Mr.  Ltoh  asked  what  course  the  committee 
would  have  recommended  in  case  the  vote  of 
Michigan  had  varied  the  result  Would  Michi- 
gan in  such  case  be  deprived  of  her  vote!  Mr. 
L  referred  to  the  vote  of  Indiana,  which,  un- 
der similar  drenmstances,  had  been  counted, 
and  contended  that  Michigan  was  as  much  en- 
titied  to  count  her  vote  aa  was  the  State  of 
Indiana.  He  thou^t  the  Senate  would  not 
make  so  unjust  a  discrimination  between  the 
two  States  as  the  resolution  contemi^sted,  and 
he  would  unite  with  his  colleague  (Mr.  Kob- 
vxu.)  in  protesting  against  it 

Mr.  Gbundt  replied  that  the  gentleman 
could  not  expect  him  to  answer  a  qnestioo 
which  tiie  wisest  of  their  predecessors  bsd 
puiposely  left  undetermined.  What  might  be 
done  under  the  circnmstanoes  adverted  to  by 
the  Senator  tram  Michigan,  should  they  ever 
occur,  the  wisdom  of  the  day  must  decide. 

Mr.  Pbkston  concurred  in  all  the  views  ttkm 
by  his  oolleagne  in  regard  to  this  question. 

The  first  resolution  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee was  adopted,  without  division;  and  the 
second  was  adopted— yeas  84,  nays  9,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yiis.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Binds,  Brown, 
BucbMian,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dani, 
Daris,  Ening  of  lUinoig,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Grondj', 
Hendricks,  HubtMrd,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Knif^t,  Lfam,  Hoore,  Nich<da8,  F^«, 
Prentias,  lUves,  BoblMna,  Robinson,  Serier,  So«Ui- 
ard,  Swijrt,  Ttpton,  TomlinsiHi,  Wright— 84. 

Nats.— Hessn.  Calboon,  Fulton,  Lyon,  Mflna, 
NUes,  Norrell,  Preetcm,  Walker,  Wall— ». 


MoRD^T,  Febmaty  6. 

Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  Dittriet  ^ 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Timnr  ttiA  that  ho  was  requested  to 
present  to  the  Senate  two  memorials,  signed  by 
citizens  of  Carroll  and  White  counties,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  praying  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Thue 
petitions,  said  he,  are  printed  papers,  cmtkeA 
in  language  both  decorons  and  respectml,  tnd 
signed  by  dtisois  of  great  respectability.  I 
admowledge,  aaid  Mr.  T.,  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  petition  Congress  for  a  redress  of  thair 
grievances,  and  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  »s  «»« 
of  their  representatives  on  the  floor  of  the  8M- 
ate,  to  present  their  petitions,  and  to  aslt  for 
them  a  retf>ectfnl  consideration ;  but  I  f«el  •' 
to  be  due  to  the  petitioners,  to  the  Senate,  mo 
to  myself;  to  state  respectfully  but  fi«™y>  "* 
my  reflections  on  this  subject  have  brought  im 
to  a  oondurion  very  different  from  that  wnicn 
they  seem  to  have  arrived  at  ,  ^ 

I  am  unable  to  perodve,  sir,  whence  km 
that  Oongreaa  derives  the  power  to  intertew 
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witb  davery  in  th«  District  of  CMnmbU. 
Oar  i)>rdkther8,  in  framing  the  federal  oonsti- 
tutioii,  recognized  the  existence  of  slAyery  in 
t  portion  of  the  States  of  this  ofHifederaoy,  by 
permitting  daves  to  be  ennmerated  in  ^>por- 
fiomng  repreaentatlTes  on  tJie  floor  of  Uon- 
gresg.  Eyery  attempft  made  by  oitixens  of  the 
ooD-dayeholding  States  to  distorb  the  rights 
of  our  neighbors  to  this  species  of  property  dis- 
tracts the  peace  of  the  coontry  and  endangers 
the  existence  of  the  Union. 

It  is  contended  that  Congress  has  ezdodTe 
legislation  orer  the  District  of  Oolmnbia.  If 
tl^  be  granted,  it  is  bnt  a  delegated  and  limit- 
ed pover,  not  original,  deriTBtiTe.  Slavery 
exii^  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  other  States, 
before  the  federal  oonstitntion  vas  adopted; 
daveiy  then  belonged  exelnsiyely  to  the  seyeral 
States,  and  there  it  still  remains;  their  enter- 
faf  into  the  Urdon  did  not  yield  to  the  Federal 
GoTemment  any  right  to  interfere  irith  the 
qnestion  of  davery  witbin  the  States  or  in  this 
Distriot  The  States  of  Yirgima  and  Maryland 
ceded  to  the  Federal  QoTemment  this  ten  miles 
iqaare,  called  tlie  DisMot  of  Oolnmbia,  for  a 
eeat  of  GoTentinent,  and  granted  to  Congress 
exehuiTe  legislatiTe  powers  over  it  for  tiiat 
purpose.  TUs  power  was  given  to  Congress 
DT  the  States  for  special  purposes,  and  is  hmit- 
ed,  from  the  veiy  natore  of  the  grant.  Con- 
gress cannot  aboUsh  the  right  of  trial  by  inry, 
abridge  the  liberty  of  the  F«ss,  nor  establish 
a  natuwd  ehnrch,  in  this  IHstriot,  any  more 
than  in  any  of  the  States ;  nor  do  I  believe 
that  Congress  has  a  right  to  interfere  with 
alavery  in  tiie  District,  while  Virginia  and 
'ikirfiuA  continne  to  be  slave  States. 

Were  it  possible  that  tbe  petitioners  oonld 
eflbet  tiidr  object^  and  abolisn  davery  in  the 
Bisbiet  of  Colnmbis,  they  wonid  erect  a  re- 
oeptable  in  the  midst  of  two  slaveholding  States 
&r  &natica,  abolitionists,  and  runaway  slavetL 
Tho  wodd,  from  their  stronghold  here,  spread 
(Bmtis&etaon,  deaUi,  and  destmction,  throngh 
the  BDrroonding  coontry.  Coold  the  States 
who  ceded  the  "bistrict  have  anticipated  snch 
a  raidt,  they  never  would  have  ceded  it  to  the 
llDited  States.  Mr.  T.  sud  be  was  h^>pv  in 
bdng  d>Ie  to  state  to  the  Senate  that  titere 
trere  bat  thirty-three  names  signed  to  these 
petitions,  and  that  he  hoped  and  bdieved  tiiat 
there  was  but  a  small  pco^on  of  his  constitu- 
ents in  &vor  of  the  coarse  that  the  petitioners 
leeommended ;  that  he  thought  it  was  best  to 
meet  ftis  qnestion  ftirly ;  and,  taking  the  sn^- 
geition  of  an  honorable  Senator  from  Yli^^nia, 
not  now  here,  (Mr.  Tyler,)  he  would  move  to 
refer  these  petitions  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Colombia.  *  Let  that  committee  ^ve 
u  a  report  that  will  present  a  foil  and  fair  view 
of  the  sul^ect.  This,  he  thought,  would  quiet 
the  poblic  mind.  This  course  was  adopted  some 
yean  ago,  when  Congress  was  overrun  with 
petitknis  &>r  stopping  the  mail  on  Sunday.  The 
memorials  were  r^rred  to  the  appropriate 
eomidittee,  and  one  id)le  report  from  tae  ohair^ 


man  of  the  committee  had  put  that  exciting  sub- 
ject to  rest,  as  he  hoped,  forever. 

Mr.  CxiAonr  expressed  the  hope  that  a  ques- 
tion would  be  made  on  the  reception  of  the 
petitions.  He  insisted  that,  if  an  objection 
should  be  made  to  the  reception  of  a  petition, 
it  was  the  rule,  and  for  forty  years  had  been 
the  practice  of  the  Senate,  to  take  the  vote  of 
reception,  without  a  motion  not  to  receive. 
He  read  the  rule  on  this  point,  which  stated 
tiiat  if  theiy  was  a  cry  of  the  House  to  re- 
ceive, and  no  objection  should  be  made,  or  if 
the  House  were  silent,  the  recepticm  would 
take  place  of  coarse.  Otherwise,  a  vote  must 
be  taken  on  its  reception.  Mr.  C.  said  he  had 
in  vain  insisted  on  tnis  at  the  last  session.  He 
hoped  the  Chair  would  now  sustain  the  rule, 
before  Mr.  C.  would  be  oompeUed  to  move  a 
non-reception. 

[An  extended  discnsslon  bow  took  place,  in  wliidi 
Messrs.  Calhoun,  Ewing,  Tlptcm,  Morris,  Swift, 
Gtondy,  White,  Buchanan,  Hubbard,  Bajaid,  Davis, 
King  of  Georgia,  Southard,  Preston,  Webster,  Cuth- 
beit,  Blves,  and  Wall,  took  part,  when—] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbabd,  the  motiom  to 
receive  the  memorisl  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Tub. — ^Ifeasn.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Broim, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Fulton, 
Grandy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  <^ 
Georgia,  Linn,  LycHi,  Hoore,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Page, 
Preston,  Rives,  Bobinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Spence, 
Strange,  Walker,  White,  Wri^B— 81. 

Nats.— Hessrs.  Ony,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hen- 
dricks, Bought,  Horns,  Kiles,  Prentiss,  Bobbins, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster 
—16. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


TnxBDJLT,  February  1. 

Mnieo—Iteprualifn'  Kon-8ati*faetion  cf 
Claimt. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Preddeut  of  the  United  States. 

7b  Uu  StnaU  of  the  Unittd  Statet : 

At  the  beginning  of  this  session,  Congress  was  in- 
formed that  our  daims  npon  Mexico,  liad  not  been 
adjusted,  but  ttuU,  notwiUMrtanding  the  irritating  ef- 
fect npon  her  councils  of  the  movements  in  Texas, 
I  hoped,  by  great  fbrbeannoe,  to  avoid  the  necessity 
of  again  bringing  the  subject  <^  them  to  yonr  notice, 
liiat  hope  has  been  diaa|q>ointed.  Having  in  vain 
urged  upon  that  Govenmient  the  justice  of  those  dums, 
tad  my  indispenmble  obligation  to  insist  that  there 
aboold  be  "  no  fiirther  delay  in  the  acknowledgment, 
if  not  in  the  redress  of  the  iiyuries  compliinM  of," 
my  duty  requires  that  the  whole  subject  xhonld  be 
presented,  is  it  now  is,  for  the  action  of  C<Higres8, 
whose  exdndve  ri^t  it  is  to  decide  on  the  further 
measures  of  redress  to  t>e  employed.  The  length  of 
time  since  some  ct  the  imnries  have  been  committed, 
the  repeated  and  unavailing  iq)plications  for  redress, 
Ibe  wanton  cbanwter  of  some  of  the  outrages  npon 
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the  pn^rty  and  penonB  of  oar  dtizena,  upon  the 
ofBcers  and  flag  of  the  United  States,  independent  of 
tecent  insolta  to  this  Govemment  and  people  by  the 
late  extraordinary  Mexican  minister,  would  justify, 
in  the  eyes  of  all  nations,  immediate  war.  That 
remedy,  however,  should  not  be  used  by  just  and 
generous  nations,  confiding  in  their  strength,  for  in- 
juries committed,  if  it  can  tie  honorably  avoided ; 
and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that,  considering  the  pres- 
ent embarrassed  condition  of  that  country,  we  should 
act  witii  both  wisdom  and  moderstion,  by  giving  to 
Mexico  one  more  opportunity  to  atonf  for  the  past, 
before  we  take  redi«88  into  our  own  hands.  To 
avoid  all  misconception  on  the  part  of  Uexioo,  as 
well  as  to  protect  our  own  national  character  from 
leproodi,  this  opportunity  should  lie  given,  with  the 
avowed  design  and  ftill  preparation  to  take  immedi- 
ate satisfaction  if  it  should  not  be  obtained  on  a  re- 
petition of  the  demand  for  it  To  this  end,  I  recom- 
mend that  an  act  be  passed  aathoriziog  reprisals,  and 
tiie  use  of  the  naval  force  of  the  Uiuted  States,  by 
the  Executive,  against  Hexico,  to  enforce  them,  in 
the  event  of  a  renisal,  by  the  Mexican  Government, 
to  come  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  matters  in 
controversy  between  us,  upon  anotiier  demand  there- 
of made  from  on  broad  one  of  oar  vessels  of  war  on 
the  coast  of  Mexico. 

The  docimients  herewith  transmitted,  with  those 
accompanying  my  message  in  answer  to  a  call  of 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives  of  the  17th  ultimo, 
will  enable  Congr^  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the 
course  heretofore  pursued,  and  to  decide  upon  the 
necesdty  of  that  now  recommended. 

If  these  views  should  fail  to  meet  the  ooncorrenoe 
of  Congress,  and  that  body  be  able  to  &id  in  the 
concUtion  of  aflbirs  between  the  two  countries,  as  dis- 
closed by  the  accompanying  documents,  with  those 
referred  to,  any  well-grounded  reasons  to  hope  that 
an  adjustment  of  the  contioveisy  between  them  can 
be  effected  irithout  a  resort  to  the  measures  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  recommend,  they  may  be  assured 
of  my  co-operation  in  any  other  course  that  shall  be 
deemed  honorable  and  proper. 

ANSBEW  JACKSON. 
WASHiiioioa,  Aitwary  6, 18S7. 

The  Meaeage  was  ordered  to  be  printed  frith 
ttie  accompanying  documents,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

jAberation  of  Ameriean  Slave*  by  Sriti$h  Au- 

thoritiet  while  pamnfffivm  one  United  Statee 

Fort  to  another. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  OALRomr,  calling 
on  the  President  for  information  in  r^ard  to 
the  aggression  committed  by  the  aaUionties  of 
Bermada  on  a  Sonthem  vessel,  freighted  with 
slaves,  which  was  driven  hj  distress  into  the 
ports  of  Bermuda,  coming  np  for  oonMdera- 
tlon — 

Mr.  Oalhouit  observed  that  the  cases  referred 
to  in  the  resolution  presented  one  of  the  great- 
est ontrages  ever  committed  on  the  rights  of 
individaals  by  a  civilized  power.  The  resolu- 
tion proposed  to  ask  from  the  President  copies 
of  any  correspondence  that  may  have  taken 
place  with  the  British  Government  relative  to 
the  seizure,  by  the  British  authorities,  of  the 
slaves  who  were  carried  as  passengers  in  two 


American  vessels.  One  of  these  vessels  had 
sailed  from  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  for  New  Orleans,  having  on  board 
some  slaves,  the  property  of  a  gentleman  re- 
moving fW>m  that  State  to  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi ;  and  she  was  wrecked  near  New  Provi- 
dence,  where  the  slaves  were  forcibly  seized 
and  detained.  The  Legislature  of  Korlh  Caro- 
lina had,  in  consequence,  expressed  their  dis- 
approbation of  sach  unwarrantable  condact, 
and  nnanimously  passed  resolutions  calling  npoa 
the  General  Government  to  institute  an  inqmry 
into  the  matter.  The  other  case  was  that  of  a 
vessel  bound  from  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  Charleston,  South  Caroliiia. 
Having  met  with  very  stormy  weather,  she  was 
forced  into  .the  port  of  Bermuda,  where  the 
British  authorities  took  possesion  of  the  slavey 
and  set  them  at  liberty.  He  insisted  that  then 
was  not  a  clearer  constitutional  question  than 
that  a  vessel  siuling  from  one  part  of  the 
United  States  to  another  was  as  free  from 
search  as  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
itself;  and  when  a  vessel  was  forced  by  stress 
of  weather  into  a  foreign  port,  she  was  entitled 
to  commiseration  on  account  of  her  ritnatioD. 
The  claims  of  humanity,  he  held,  were,  in  snch 
cases,  to  be  superadded  to  the  laws  of  nations. 
These  points  being  so  clear,  he  was  astonished 
that  outrages  of  tMs  kind  had  been  committed 
for  the  last  three  years.  He  did  not  doubt  for 
a  moment,  but  that  the  Executive  had  done 
his  duty,  and  exercised  his  accustomed  vigi- 
lance, in  reference  to  these  matters.  Bnt  s^ 
he  (Mr.  C.)  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive  how  it 
happened,  after  such  a  lapse  of  time,  that  the 
shaves  had  not  been  reetoreid,  nor  any  compeosar 
tion  made  to  the  owners.  Kow,  this  resomtioD 
he  had  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
information  on  the  subject,  ana  in  order  that 
justice  might  be  done  to  our  citizens. 
At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Gbvndt, 
Mr.  CALHOtnr  modified  his  resolution,  so  as 
to  insert  in  it  tiie  words  "  provided  the_  Presi- 
dent does  not  deem  it  incompatible  wiUi  the 
public  interests ; "  and  the  resolution,  thus 
amended,  was  adopted. 

Dittribution  of  Boole. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  distribution, 
among  the  new  Senators,  of  nineteen  copies 
of  the  American  State  Papers,  published  by 
Messrs.  Galea  &  Seaton,  coming  up  for  condd- 
eration — 

Mr.  Kiifo,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  Pkestov  objected  to  the  motion.  It  was 
a  question,  he  said,  of  mere  distribution ;  and, 
if  an  inquiry  beyond  that  were  instituted,  it 
did  not  properly  belong  to  the  Library  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Gbttndt  was  opposed  to  any  reference. 
Ji.  committee  could  ao  nothing  to  assist  the 
Senate  on  the  suljject. 

Mr.  Linn  suggested  the  propriety  of  throw- 
ing all  Buch  documents  into  uie  library.   Be 
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said  he  was  perfeetlj  wiUiiig  to  do  so  with  bis; 
and  wonid  make  a  motion  to  that  effect  to- 
morrow, nnleas  some  other  Senator  would 
do  so. 

Mr.  SsTTKB  said  that,  if  this  resolution  should 
not  be  carried,  he  should  vote  that  the  docu- 
ments in  the  possession-  of  the  older  members 
should  be  restored. 

Mr.  KuooLEs  said  that  those  could  not  be 
recovered  which  had  been  carried  away,  and 
some  of  the  Senators  would  be  nnwilling  to 
restore  what  they  had  received.  He  thought 
it  was  best  to  serve  all  alike.  It  had  been  said 
that  it  was  stolen  property.  If  it  were  so,  he 
was  disposed,  like  the  Senator  from  Arkansas, 
(Mr.  SsvTKs,)  in  regard  to  the  public  lands,  to 
take  his  share  of  the  spoils,  whatever  mi^t  be 
hereafter. 

Mr.  BxsTOH  suggested  two  amendments  to  the 
Tesolntion :  first,  to  strike  all  out,  and  direct  the 
members  who  had  received  such  doonmenta  to 
restore  them ;  and  if  that  should  tail,  he  w<m]d 
then  move  that  the  Secretary  should  get  the 
docoments  at  the  lowest  price  for  whidi  they 
ooold  be  obtained.  He  would  also  move  here- 
after that  each  Senator  should  be  furnished 
irith  ttie  legislative  history  of  the  time  during 
which  he  ahonld  remain  in  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walkib,  the  resolution 
was  Md  on  the  table. 


SUutrf  m  tie  DUriet  ^  OoltmHa. 
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WsDirESDiLT,  February  8. 

Ofitnimff  Votetfor  Prend«nt  and  Viet  Pre»i- 
dent  of  the  VniUd  Statt$— Election  of  Viee 
Prenimt  ijf  Hu  Senate, 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  that  the  House  were  ready  to 
proceed  to  count  the  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  accordingly  adjourned  to  the  hall 
of  the  House. 

The  Senate  having  returned  to  their  cham- 
ber, and  the  President  resumed  the  chur — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GBiorsT,  a  rescdation  was 
adopted  for  fbe  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee, to  wait  on  Mabtin  Yax  Bubkh,  and 
inform  him  of  his  election  as  President.  And 
Mr.  Gbuitdt  -was  appointed  by  the  Oh^  to 
act  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GauKD-r,  then,  from  the  joint  committee 
on  the  election,  reported  a  preamble  and  reso- 
lution, stating  that  no  election  of  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  hod  been  made  by 
the  coQ^e  of  electors :  that  Richard  M.  John- 
son, of  !Kentacky,  and  Francis  Granger,  of  New 
York,  were  the  highest  on  the  list  of  persons 
voted  for;  and  resolving  that  the  Senate  do 
now  wooeed  to  elect  one  of  these  genUemen 
Vice  President  <rf  the  United  States ;  and  that 
Senators  give  their  votes,  etea  voeei,  in  their 
traces,  en  the  call  of  the  Secretary. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  vote  acoordingly,  the  reanlt  of 
wMoh  was  as  Mowi: 


Fob  Riohabd  M.  Johhsok. 


Mr.  Benton,  of  Mo. 
Black,  of  Miss. 
Brown,  of  N.  0. 
Buchanan,  of  Penn. 
'   Outhbert,  of  Ga. 
Paoa,  of  Maine. 
Ewing,  of  Illinois. 
Lvon,  of  Ifichigan. 
MoEean,  of  Penn. 
Moore,  of  Alabama. 
Morris,  of  Ohio. 
Mouton,  of  La. 
Nicholas,  of  La. 
Kiles,  of  Conn. 
Norvell,  of  Mich. 
Page,  of  N.  Hamp. 
Parker,  of  Va. 

Fob  Fbanois  GsAxan. 
Mr.  Bayaid^of  Del       Mr.  Prentisi,  of  Vt, 


Mr.  Fulton,  of  Ark. 
Gmndy,  of  Tenn. 
Hendricks,  of  In. 
Hubbard,  of  N.  H. 
King,  of  Alabama. 
King,  of  Georgia. 
Linn,  of  Missouri. 
Rives,  of  Virginia. 
Robinson,  of  10. 
Rubles,  of  Maine. 
Sevier,  of  Ark. 
Strange,  of  N.  0. 
TaUmadge,ofN.T. 
Upton,  of  Indiana. 
Walker,  of  Miss. 
Wri^t,  of  N.  Y. 


Clay,  of  Kentooky. 
Clayton,  of  Del. 
Crittenden,  of  Ey. 
Davis,  of  Mass. 
Ewing,  of  Ohio. 
Kent,  of  Maryland. 
Knight,  of  B.  L 


Bobbhu,  of  R.  L 
Sonthard,  of  N.  J. 
Spence,  of  Md. 
Swift,  of  Vermont. 
Tomlinson,  of  Conn. 
Wall,  of  N.  Jersey. 
Webster,  of  Mass. 


The  Preddent  of  the  Senate  (Mr.  Kino,  of 
Alabama)  then  rose  and  proclaimed  the  result 
of  the  election,  as  follows : 

The  whole  number  of  Senators  of  the  United 
States  is  -  -  -     •      -        C2 

I'  Majority  necessary  to  a  choice  -  -87 

Quorum  required  by  the  constitution  •  86 
Whole  number  of  Senators  present  -  49 
For  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentaoky,  -  88 
For  Frands  Granger,  of  New  York,     -       19 

From  which  it  appears  that  Riohabd  M.  John- 
son, having  the  votes  of  a  minority  of  the 
whole  number  of  Senators,  as  required  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  duly  elect- 
ed ;  and  I  therefore  declare  that  Riohabo  M. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  has  been  chosen  by  the 
Senate,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  contained 
in  the  constitution.  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  for  four  years,  oommenoing  with 
tiie  4th  dav  of  March,  1887. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbundt,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  inform  Riohabd  M.  Johnson  of  his 
election;  and  the  Chair  was  authorized  to 
appoint  the  member  thereof  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wxbstbb, 

The  Senate  then  a^oumed. 


Teubsdat,  February  0. 

Blatery  in  the  Dietriet  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Swift  presented  the  petition  of  inhabi- 
tamtt  of  the  town  of  Georgia,  in  the  State  of 
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Vermont,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  8.  moved  to  refer  that  part  of  the  peti- 
tion which  relates  to  the  slave  trade  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  re- 
marking that  he  believed  the  qnestion  on  this 
•object  nad  not  been  distinctly  tried. 

Mr.  Bbowh  moved  to  lay  diis  motion  on  the 
table ;  which  was  accordingly  ordered,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Swift,  as  follows : 

YsAB. — ^Uessm.  BaTsid,  Brown,  Budianan,  Cal- 
houn, Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Kine  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Qeoigia,  Lyon,  Koore,  NitSolas,  Norrell, 
PK^n,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  White,  Wright— 28. 

Nats. — ^If  easTg.  Hendricks,  Knight,  Kcl^ean,  Kiles, 
Frentigs,  Bobbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Wall, 
Webster— 11. 

Ce$ti(nnif  the  PubUe  Land*. 

Mr.  Caxhoux  introdnced  as  a  substantive 
proposition,  and  in  form  of  a  bill,  the  amend- 
ment he  had  the  day  before  moved  to  the  land 
bill;  which  proposes  a  cession  of  the  public 
lands,  on  certain  conditions  therein  specified, 
to  the  States,  respectively,  in  which  they  lie. 
It  was  read  once,  and,  by  unanimona  consent, 
received  ita  second  reading. 

Mr.  CAXBOtm  said  that  he  wished  it  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  or 
to  a  select  committee,  as  the  Senate  might 
choose. 

Mr.  BoBoraoN  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a 
select  committee.  The  Committee  on  Pnblic 
Lands  were  already  burdened  with  bnaness, 
and  he  was  desirous  that  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
presenting  his  whole  viewe  on  Uie  subjeot  in 
the  form  of  a  report. 


Fbidat,  February  10. 

Election  qf  Prttident. 

Mr.  GicnsBT,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  Hon.  Mabtin  Yak  Bu- 
BKN,  and  inform  him  that  he  has  l>een  elected 
Freddent  of  the  United  States,  reported  that 
they  had  performed  the  doty  assigned  to  them, 
and  had  received  for  answer  that  he  deared  to 
express  the  grateful  sense  that  he  entertained 
of  the  distinguished  honor  which  his  fellow- 
citizens  had  conferred  on  him ;  and  requested 
them  to  assure  their  respective  Houses  that 
they  might  rely  on  his  unceasing  Mideavora  to 
execute  the  responsible  trust  which  devolved 
on  him,  in  a  manner  most  conducive  to  the 
public  interest. 

Fundt  ReeeUahU  Jty  the  Rderal  Treaturv  in 

Payment  for  Publie  land*,  (hutom  Moiue 

Dvtie*  and  other  Jhtet. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  oonrideration 

of  the  bill  to  designate  and  limit  the  kinda  of 

fkmda  reoeivable  for  the  public  revmme. 


Mr.  HmsASD  moved  an  amendment  to  ^ 
billy  requiring  the  registers  and  receivers  to 
receive  the  same  scrip  in  payment  for  the  paUic 
lands  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  CiAT  remarked  that  the  bill  in  ita  present 
form  left  the  Treasury  order  unrescinaed,  the 
subject  of  that  order  being  still  wholly  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury. 
He  had  an  amendment  therefore  to  offer, 
which,  if  accepted  by  Mr.  Hubbasd  as  a  put 
of  his,  and  adopted  by  the  Senate,  would  re- 
concile him  to  the  bifi.  This  amendment  de- 
clared that  it  was  not  lawful  for  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  make  any  discrimination  in 
the  funds  so  receivable  as  public  revenue. 

Mr.  EiTBBAHD  accepted  this  addition  to  his 
amendment;  which  amendment,  so  ammded, 
was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  by  the  foIlowiDg 
vote: 

Teas.— Vessn.  Blade,  Brown,  Budiaiiin,  <3ay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Catbbert,  Dana,  Davis,  Ewi^g 
of  nUnoJs,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Folton,  Onmdy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alahama,  Kin|  «f 
Geoigia,  Knight,  VcLean,  Moore,  Kidiolas,  hile^ 
Norvell,  Page,  Partcer,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bitm^ 
Bobbins,  Bobinaon,  Sevier,  Southard,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge, Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wall,  Welxter, 
White— 41. 

Nats. — ^Kessn.  Benton,  Unn,  Morris,  Bogies, 
Wright— 6. 


Satubdat,  February  11. 

Vice  Preddent  eUet. 

Mr.  GsTTKDT,  fW>m  the  joint  oonimittee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  honorable  Biohaks  K. 
JoHNBOK,  of  Kentucky,  and  infomii  him  that  he 
had  been  elected  by  the  Senate  to  the  office 
of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  reported 
that,  on  Saturday  last,  they  had  penformed  that 
duty,  and  had  received  the  following  letter, 
whidi  they  were  requested  to  present  to  the 
Senate: 

nthiBBmaUofike  UniUd  State* : 

Gimtlxxxh:  I  have  received,  with  no  atSau) 
emotions,  the  notice,  through  your  committee,  of  my 
deetion  to  tiie  office  of  Thw  FrecMent  of  the  Uaiteil 
States  by  the  Senate.  I  accept  the  station  asogned 
me.  TlUs  token  of  regard  irrau  the  representatiTei 
of  the  States  will  ever  to  held  in  grateflil  recoUectioa. 
Pennit  me  to  tender  you  my  uncere  tbanlu. 

Ol)aerving  ttiat  your  decision  is  in  harmony  wiA  a 
minority  of  the  States  and  a  moiety  of  all  the  dee- 
tors  in  the  primary  colleges,  my  gntiflcation  it 
heightened,  from  the  conviction  that  the  Senate,  in 
the  exercise  of  their  constitutional  prerogative,  con- 
curred with  and  confirmed  the  widies  both  of  the 
States  and  the  people.  Called,  bi  virtue  of  this  pre- 
ferment, to  preside  in  the  deliberations  of  your  eo- 
lightened  body,  from  and  after  the  8d  of  Manh  next, 
pennit  me  to  make  use  of  this  OMWttuiity  to  My 
that  I  cannot  feel  insensible  to  difflcoltiea  which  I 
most  antidpate,  and  the  frequent  oocuion  I  nty 
have  for  your  fort>eannoe.  Tliou(^  tat  thirty  yeMt 
a  member  of  one  or  the  other  of  Sie  two  Hooaea  of 
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Ooi^reas,  je(  I  hare  bbtw  been  •oeostcMBed  to  pre- 
ride,  erem  temporarily,  over  either,  or  in  any  ddib- 
oatire  iMcembly.  Ky  attention  baa  generally  been 
eagroaaed  by  the  more  immediate  acts  of  legidation, 
witiioat  spedal  regard  to  the  minuteness  of  rules  and 
orders,  so  necessary  to  the  progress  of  budness,  and 
go  important  for  the  obaerrance  of  the  presiding 


ContanpU&g  the  diaracter  of  my  distingaished 
pt^eceasors,  and  conDdering  my  deficiency  in  p(^t 
of  talent,  and  the  want  of  ezpaience  tor  tiie  q>pro- 
priate  duties  of  the  station,  it  is  imposuble  for  me  to 
OTereome  entirely  the  diffidence  with  which  I  meet 
this  call  of  my  fellow-citizens.  But  this  reflection 
win  always  console  me,  that  any  errors  on  my  part 
will  efitet  me  personally  rather  than  the  pablio ;  the 
iotelligeDce  of  the  Senate  will  goaid  the  country  from 
any  iignry  that  might  result  &om  the  imperfections 
of  its  presiding  officer,  and  its  magnanimity  will  cover 
these  imperfections  with  the  veil  <^  charity.  In  this 
»«iiu»ln»i«n_  I  find  a  warrant  in  contemplating  among 
6te  members  of  your  body  so  many  friends  wi£ 
whom  I  haTB  been  associated  in  public  life.  It  is 
only  in  the  event  of  an  equal  divi^n  of  the  Senate 
that  the  presiding  officer  is  called  upon  to  give  Us 
vote.  If  y  hope  'k,  that  there  may  be  always  su£&- 
ctet  nnaniimty  to  prerent  sndi  a  oootiiwency.  If, 
howerer,  it  should  happen,  this  duty  will  be  lamiliar 
to  me,  and  I  shall  perform  it  without  embanaasment 
In  exerdsing  this  power,  I  diall  expect  the  same  in- 
dnlgenoe  tb^  I  have  ever  extended  to  others,  where 
diSbroieea  of  opinion  existed. 

To  the  Soiate,  the  most  impcniant  trusts  are  com- 
mitted. Its  duties  are  legidative,  executive,  and,  in 
certain  contiqgaicies,  judicial.  As  citizens,  every 
branch  of  our  Oovemment  is  dear  to  us ;  but,  from 
my  more  immediate  relation  to  this,  by  your  dioioe, 
I  diaU  regard  it  with  special  interest  It  stands  pre- 
CBunent  in  talent  and  diaracter.  In  presiding  over 
ib  deiibaationa,  it  dull  be  my  effort  to  act  wiu  pa- 
feet  reqiect  and  impartiality  towards  every  member, 
and  endeavor,  by  this  course  of  conduct,  to  merit 
die  mnobation  of  all. 

B.  H.  JOHNSON. 

Cirr  o*  "WAKnaana,  JEW.  10, 1887. 

Cettioti  of  the  FiMie  £antl$. 

The  bin  (Mr.  OALHotm's)  to  cede  the  pablio 
lands,  oa  certain  conditionB,  to  the  new  States, 
o«me  np  in  its  order  for  a  second  reading. 

The  conatitationalitT  and  expediency  of  this 
oeakm  was  diaeused  by  Messrs.  OALHOim, 
HvBBABD,  NoBTXix,  Wkbstbk,  Sktoeb,  "Waixmb, 
KtuH,  BoBiDBoK,  SouTHABD,  TiPTON,  and  Bn- 
CBxsKS,  when  the  bill  was  laid  upon  th9  table, 
by  the  foDowing  vote : 

YtAi. — Veesrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Budianan,  day- 
ton,  Crittenden,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  En^fat,  Nilea,  I>age,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Kves, 
Bobbnia,  Bugdes,  Southard,  Spenoe,  Strange,  Swift, 
XiUmadge,  YomUnson,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright— 
S«. 

Kats. — ^Heasn.  Bentim,  BUck,  Calhoun,  Ewfaig 
«f  Oinoia,  Pulton,  Gnmdy,  Hendricks,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Linn,  Lyon,  Koore,  Kouton,  Kidiobs,  Nor- 
vell,  Preston,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Upton,  Walker, 
White— 20. 

Fartifieation  Bin. 

Tbib  Senate  then  proceeded  to  take  iq>  s  UU 


making  provision  for  the  collection  of  mate* 
rials  and  the  purchase  of  sites  for  certain  forti- 
fications therein  designated.  [It  appropriates 
about  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  to  these 
obiectsj 

Mr.  CBrmNDKx  demanded  ftarther  informa- 
tion in  reference  to  the  necessity  of  these  works, 
the  estimates  upon  which  the  appropriations 
were  founded,  and  the  total  expense  of  com- 
pleting the  works  for  which  this  bill,  appro- 
priating a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  pro- 
posed only  to  make  preparation. 

Mr.  Benton',  chairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, who  had  reported  the  bill,  stated,  in 
reply,  that  it  was  identically  the  same  bill 
which  had  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last  session. 
The  Senator  was,  therefore,  in  possession  of 
fall  information  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  SoDTHABD  opposed  the  bill  in  most  of 
its  features.  It  was  a  carrying  out  of  the  plan 
which  had  been  laid  down  by  General  Bernard, 
And  though  the  scheme  of  defence  by  fortifi- 
cations proposed  by  that  celebrated  engineer 
might  have  been  wisely  adapted  to  the  state  of 
the  country  at  that  period,  its  condition  had 
since  been  so  greatly  changed,  by  the  increase 
of  its  population  and  the  augmentation  of  its 
power,  that  many  of  tbe  features  of  the  plan 
were  no  longer  necessary,  and  might  advan- 
tageously be  dispensed  with.  The  improve- ' 
ments  which  had  been  made  in  the  means  for 
transportation  of  the  munitions  of  war  rendered 
it  now  a  comparatively  easy  thing  to  concen- 
trate large  booies  of  the  militia  at  any  point 
that  might  be  threatened  by  a  foe.  And  thus 
the  neoesnty  of  many  forts  otherwise  requisite 
was  superseded.  And  forts,  if  not  judiciously 
located,  were  not  only  of  no  valuable  service, 
but,  owing  to  the  train  of  consequences  they 
drew  after  them,  were  a  positive  evil. 

The  bill  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  Bkhton  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  taken,  as  follows : 

Tub.— Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Dana,  Fnltoa, 
Onmdy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
Unn,  Lyon,  Ifonton,  Miohobw,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page, 
Bobbins,  Bogg^  Sevier,  StiWe,  TaUmadge,  1^ 
ton,  Tomlinion,  Walker,  WaU,  Wr^t— 26. 

Nats.— Hessn.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Hoore,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Southard,  Spenoe,  Swift, 
Webster,  White— 12. 


Monday,  February  18. 
7Vad«  with  Belgium. 

Mr.  BvooAXAS,  fh>m  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  moved  that  the  Senate  ooa- 
sider  a  bill  from  the  Hoose,  resi>ecting  the 
duties  on  Belgian  vessels  and  their  cargoes. 
The  bill  having  been  taken  up, 

Mr.  BnoHAiTAN  briefly  explained  its  object. 
By  the  act  of  1824,  this  Gk)vemment  had 
offered  to  all  nations  to  receive  their  products 
in  their  own  vessels  on  the  same  terms  as  they 
should  receive  our  products  in  our  vessels. 
Holland  had  refioaed  these  terms,  and  imposed 
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a  discrimnatibg  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  in  favor 
(^  their  own  resselB.  We  might,  according  to 
the  principles  of  that  act,  have  done  the  same, 
as  a  ooontervailing  measure,  in  flavor  of  oar  own 
navigation;  bat  as,  notwithstanding  the  daty 
of  ten  per  cent,  oar  own  navigation  oontinned 
to  eqjov  almost  the  whole  of  the  trade  be- 
tween Holland  and  the  United  States,  nothing 
farther  was  done,  and  the  vessels  of  Holland 
were  allowed  to  enter  oar  ports  on  the  same 
terms  with  oar  own.  This  was  before  the 
separation  of  Belgium  from  Holland ;  but  after 
that  separation,  on  the  vessets  of  Belgium  pre- 
senting themselves  for  the  first  time  in  our 
ports,  a  discriminating  duty  was  demanded 
of  them,  although  none  was  demanded  fW>m 
Dutch  snips.  Aa  1Mb  seemed  a  hardship,  die 
present  bill  has  been  introduced,  in  order  to 
put  Belgian  vessels  on  the  same  footing  with 
those  of  Holland.  A  proviso,  however,  was 
inserted  in  the  bill,  empowering  the  President, 
whenever  circnmstances  should,  in  his  opinion, 
render  it  expedient,  to  enforce  the  act  of  1824 
against  both  Dntoh  and  Belgian  vessels. 

iir.  Olat  farther  explained  the  case,  con- 
firming the  statements  made  hj  Mr.  Bvohanait, 
<^  whom,  however,  he  inqn&ed  whether  in- 
formation had  been  obtained  bj  him  as  to  tiie 
present  proportion  between  Dutch  and  Ameri- 
can navigation  employed  in  the  trade  with 
Holland,  as,  in  188S,  it  appeared  that  the  Dutch 
were  rather  gaining  upon  na. 

Mr.  BnoHAKAir  repUed  that  he  had  not,  bat 
would  make  the  inquirT-  at  the  Department, 
and  have  the  facts  ready  by  to-morrow. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 


Wkdkesdat,  February  IS. 
Trade  with  Belgium. 
The  bill  respecting  the  discriminating  duties 
on  Dutch  and  Bel^^an  vessels  and  their  cargoes 
ocaningap  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  BuoEAKAK  said  that,  when  this  bill  was 
before  the  Senate  yesterday,  he  had  promised 
to  ascertain  ftom  the  Department  tne  com- 
parative state  of  the  Dutch  and  American 
tonnage,  as  employed  in  the  Holland  trade 
daring  the  past  year.  He  had  done  so;  and 
it  (^peared  from  the  result  that  the  amount 
of  Dutch  tonnage  was  increasiBg  rapidly  on  the 
American.  He  did  not  know  whether  this  was 
owing  to  the  discriminating  duty  impMed  by 
the  Dutch  GtovemmeDtin  &vor  of  their  own 
vessels  in  Dutch  ports,  or  not ;  but  if  such 
was  the  fact,  then  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
1824  should  be  promptly  applied  by  the  Ezeoa- 
tive.  Mr.  B.  then  read  the  following  statement : 
In  the  year  1884,  the  amount  ai  American 
tonnage  in  this  trade  was  Qa.  round  num- 
bers)   17,000  tons. 

In  1886,     ...        -        16,000     " 
In  1888,     -        .        -        .  8,600     " 

while  the  amounts  of  Dutch  tmmage,  on  tJie 
oonthtry,  had  proportioaably  diminiuied. 


In  1884,  the  Dntoh  tonnage  was  1,861  tons, 
In  1888,     -        -        .        -  8,068      " 

In  1886,     ....  6,401       " 

Mr.  Clat  said  that,  when  we  saw,  for  three 
successive  years,  a  regular  diminution  of  Ameri- 
can tonnage,  and  a  regular  increase  of  the  com- 
peting foreign  tonnage,  there  could  be  no  doabt 
that  Doth  results  proceeded  ttwa.  a  <XHnmon 
oaose.  The  act  of  1824  proceeded  Ob  the  prin- 
ciple at  entire  and  perfect  reciprocity.  That 
principle  had  been  departed  ftaia.  by  the  GrOT- 
emment  of  HoDand,  while  Belgium  was  in 
union  with  Holland.  There  was  much  reason 
to  believe  that  the  present  relative  conditkn 
of  the  navigation  of  America  and  ci  Holland 
was  the  result  of  that  departure.  Under  those 
cirexunstanoes,  it  seemed  that,  thongh  the  Sen- 
ate could  not  well  reftise  to  pass  the  present 
bill,  which  did  nothing  but  put  Holland  and 
Belgium  on  the  same  footing,  the  Executive 
was  bound  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  1824  to  both  Governments.  He  trusted  thia 
would  be  done. 

Mr.  Davis,  who  had  not  been  present  when 
the  biU  was  introduced,  was  desirous  that  the 
bill  should  lie  over  for  one  day,  in  order  that 
he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  look  a  littla 
into  the  returns  stating  the  existing  o(mditioa 
of  the  trade,  with  a  view  of  jnd^ng  of  the  true 
cause  of  tlie  present  sttite  of  things.  Posably 
this  act  mi|;ht  be  construed  as  an  evidence  th^ 
this  Qovemment  was  prepared  to  extend  the 
relaxation  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1634, 
though  he  was  very  sure  the  Senator  who  in. 
trodnced  the  bill  had  no  such  intention. 

Mr.  BroBAKAir  concurred  in  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  Senator  ^m  Eentacky,  and 
explained  that  the  proviso  in  this  bill  had  been 
introduced  with  an  express  view  to  enable  the 
Prendent  to  apply  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
1824  to  both  Holland  and  Belgium. 

Mr.  Ottebbbt  contended  that  the  true  stand- 
ard by  which  to  judge  of  the  existing  indol- 
gence  to  Holland,  was  not  the  immediate  effeot 
of  it  on  the  comparative  navigation  of  the  two 
countries,  but  its  effect  as  an  example  and  a 
precedent,  which  was  likely  to  indnoe  other 
nations  to  pursue  tJie  same  course  which  had 
been  adopted  by  the  Dutch  Government. 
The  biU  was  passed. 


Satuedat,  February  18. 

Mr.  BxNTON  presented  the  credentials  ct 
Hon.  Liwis  F.  Lnm,  re-elected  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  for 
six  years  from  and  after  the  4th  of  March  next, 

Fapere  of  Mr.  Madison. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bobbins,  the  joint  resola. 
tion  aathorizing  the  purchase  of  the  mann* 
scripts   of  the   late  President  Madison,  was 
taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  KoBBiNS  said:  I  consider  this  work  of 
Mr.  Madison,  now  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
world  nnder  the  patnxiage  of  this  Goremmenty 
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m  the  most  Tahiable  one  to  mankind  that  has 
sheared  since  the  days  when  Bacon  gave  to 
me  irorid  hia  ITovum  OrgeawiC,    That  prodnoed 
titat  lerohition  in  analytics,  which  has  prodnoed 
the  immense  snperiority  of  the  moderns  oyer 
the  ancients  in  the  knowledge  of  natore,  and 
in  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  hnman 
fife — 4he  frnit  of  that  knowledge.    With  Bacon 
it  w«s  a  mere  theory;    a  theory,  however, 
which  he  fondly  ohenshed,  and    confidently 
believed  wonld  be  proUfio,  as  it  has  been,  (k 
the  moft  magnificent  resnits ;  but  in  the  hands 
ef  Kewton,  and  of  his  other  disciples  and  fol- 
knren,  it  became  a  practical  guide  to  those 
irtonifming  discoveries  which,  m  tiieir  oonse- 
menees,  have,  among  other  things,  converted 
UMMe  elements  of  natare  before  snppoeed  to  be, 
only  to  b«  controUed  by  the  same  almighty 
hand  which  fcnined  them,  into  the  ministers 
and  agoits  of  mui,  obedient  to  his  will,  and 
sabserrient  to  his  nse.    It  has  enabled  man  to 
tew  llie  veU  tnaa  the  face  of  natare ;  to  in- 
spect her  mechanism ;  and  to  avail  himself  of 
Mr  principles  for  the  sogmentation  of  his  own 
power.    It  has  given  him  power  after  power ; 
and  is  stiU  going  on  to  give  him  power  npon 
Mwer,  as  his  researches  go  on  in  exploring  her 
Bonndlees  fields,  and  in  making  discovery  npon 
&oovery ;  and  to  this  growing  increase  of 
human  power,  no  human  being  can  now  assign 
the  possible  Hmits.    Tme,  it  nas  not  enabled 
man,  as  it  was  fiibled  of  him  by  the  poets  of 
old,  to  steal  tiie  fire  from  the  heavens ;  bat  it 
lias  oiabled  him  to  do  more  and  better — it  has 
oiabled  him  to  become  an  hnmble  pupil  in  the 
school  of  the  Divine  Artist ;  and,  by  studying 
his  models,  to  copy  his  agencies,  though  at  the 
immeasurable  distance  which  separates  a  finite 
from  the  infinite  being. 

As  tbis  Oiganon  of  Bacon  has  been  the 
heacoD-light  to  mankind  to  guide  him  to  the 
troA  phBosopby,  and  to  the  improvement  of 
his  phyrical  condition,  so  will  this  work  of 
Madiaon,  as  I  trust  and  predict,  be  his  beocon- 
Sgfat  to  guide  him  to  the  true  science  of  free 
government,  and  to  the  improvement  of  his 
poHticd  c(mdition.  The  science  of  free  gov- 
ernment, the  moat  diflSonlt  of  all  the  sciences, 
by  far  the  most  difficult,  whilst  it  is  the  most 
important  to  mankind ;  of  all  the  slowest  in 
growth,  the  latest  in  maturity.  Not  the  science 
which  has  penetrated  the  causes  and  explained 
to  mankind  the  phenomena  of  .the  heavens  is 
ao  difficult ;  that  has  been  found  of  easier  and 
more  rapid  attainment.  Indeed,  the  difficulties 
to  be  overcome  in  evolving  this  science  are  so 
great,  that  we  are  to  wonder  less  at  its  tardy 
advances,  than  at  its  final  success.  In  the  first 
place,  it  requires  the  deepest  and  most  perfect 
msignt  into  the  nature  of  man :  of  man  not 
only  in  his  general  nature,  but  as  modified  by 
society ;  which  everywhere  has  superinduced 
and  clothed  him  with  a  second  nature,  denomi- 
nated habit;  and  that  as  divwsified  as  the 
eonntries  he  inhabits.  Then  it  requires  that 
fMoIty  of  eomprehemnva  cwnhinataoD,  which 
Tot.  JOIL— 18 


is  the  rarest  of  all  the  gifts  of  Grod  to  man,  and 
which,  whenever  and  wherever  it  appears, 
seems  destined  to  prodnoe  an  era  in  numan 
affairs ;  a  faculty  of  combining  into  a  whole, 
where  the  elements  to  be  combined  are  ao 
various  as  to  be  almost  infinite ;  a  wh<de  per> 
fbct  in°  relation  to  all  its  parts,  and  its  parts 
perfect  in  relation  to  the  whole.  Besides,  (1m 
perfect  model  of  the  free  government  is  not 
like  the  perfect  model  of  any  other  science. 
Of  every  other  science,  the  perfect  model  any- 
where is  the  perfect  model  everywhere,  and 
everywhere  alike  perfect.  The  perfect  watch 
at  Washington,  for  instance,  is  the  perfect  wat<A 
at  Oanton,  and  so  all  over  the  g^obe ;  but  not  so 
the  perfect  model  of  the  free  government :  that, 
thon^  the  principles  are  the  same  everywhere 
the  form  varies  as  the  circumstances  vaiy,  of 
the  people  by  whom  it  is  established ;  to  which 
cironmstances  it  must  always  be  a4]usted  and 
made  to  conform. 

Here,  with  us,  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome 
in  this  achievement,  from  the  nature  of  the 
elements  to  be  combined,  were  stupendoudy 
great.  In  looking  back  to  those  ufflcnlties, 
that  they  were  overcome  at  all  appears  to  me 
now  little  less  than  a  prodigy ;  and  it  still  fills 
me  with  astonishment.  For  here  a  combina- 
tion was  required  Utat  would  produce  a  stmo- 
ture,  perfectly  anomalous  in  the  history  <tf 
human  Oovemments ;  and  such  a  structure  waa 
produced,  and  as  perfect  as  it  was  novel.  Here 
were  a  people,  spread  and  spreading  over  a 
vast  territory — that  stretching  and  to  stretch 
almost  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  sun — ^this 
scattered  and  countless  multitude  were  to  be 
ruled  in  freedom  as  one  people,  and  by  fhs 
popular  will — that  will  to  be  uncontrolled  in 
Itself^  and  controlling  every  thing.  Such  an 
achievement,  the  most  enlightened  friends  of 
freedom  and  human  rights,  in  all  conntries  and 
in  all  ages,  had  deemed  to  be  morally  and 
physically  impossible.  Besides,  here  were 
thirteen  States,  and  all  the  other  States  to  be 
formed  out  of  that  vast  territory,  without 
being  destroyed  as  States,  to  be  so  combined  as 
to  form,  in  the  general  aspect,  but  <Hie  simile 
Qovernment ;  with  all  the  unity  and  energy  of 
one  simple  Government;  powerful  alike  to 
assert  and  mainttun  all  their  rights  as  a  nation, 
against  all  other  nations ;  and  the  rights  of  every 
individual,  all  over  this  boundless  domain, 
against  every  aggressor;  that  is,  a  Govern- 
ment equally  fitted  and  efficient  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  peace  and  war.  Such  an  achievement, 
often  betbre,  and  onder  much  more  fkvorable 
circumstances,  because  upon  a  much  mora 
limited  scale,  hod  been  i^mpted,  but  never 
before  accomplished  ;  as  is  but  too  weU  attested 
by  the  histones  and  the  destinies  of  all  the  con- 
federacies that  before  bad  ever  existed  on  the 
earth. 

Those  confederacies  had  all  proved  signal 
failures  as  efiective  Governments,  both  in  war 
and  peace ;  and  entirely  fbr  the  want  of  that 
form  of  Btrocture  and  principle  of  combination 
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that  would  reconcile  absolute  Bovereignty  in 
the  nation  with  sorereignty  in  the  States,  as 
parts  of  one  nation — as  consistent  and  harmo- 
nious parts  of  one  supreme  sovereignty.  This 
Srinoiple,  unexplored  and  unknown  before,  was 
evelopcd  and  displayed,  most  happily  so,  in 
the  structure  of  our  confederate  and  national 
republic. 

This  work  now  proposed  to  bo  published  will 
nnfold  to  us  all  the  steps  of  that  diversified 
analysis  and  discovery  which  lead  to  this  hap- 
py and  splendid  result. 

Those  who  think  (if  any  think)  that  the  re- 
sult itself— namely,  the  constitution— of  itself 
and  by  itself^  will  be  enough  for  the  instruction 
of  mankind  on  this  subject,  are  much  mistaken. 
For  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  the 
knowledge  which  is  acquired  analytically,  and 
that  which  is  acquired  synthetically ;  the  latter 
is  but  isolated  knowledge ;  the  former  is  knowl- 
edge that  is  the  consequence  of  other  knowl- 
edge. Synthesis  gives  to  us  a  general  truth, 
but  aoqxiired  in  a  mode  that  is  barren  of  other 
trmt;  analysis  not  only  gives  to  us  the  same 
general  truth,  but  pnta  ns  on  the  track  of  in- 
vention and  discovery,  and  is  always  fertile 
of  other  and  often  of  better  fruit ;  synthesis 
carries  us  to  a  fonntain-head,  but  never 
beyond ;  but_  analysis  carries  us  beyond, 
ana  to  the  fonntfun  of  that  fountain ;  it  places 
OS  upon  an  eminence  that  overtops  and  over- 
looks the  general  truth  in  the  wide  survey  it 
oommands  and  gives  to  us ;  and  as  to  that  gen- 
eral truth,  it  enables  us  not  only  to  comprehend 
it  more  perfectly,  bnt  to  apply  it  more  snooess- 
ftdly.  This  is  at  once  a  branch  and  the  great 
instalment  of  that  primal  philoeophy  of  which 
Bacon  speaks,  and  whose  cultivation  he  so  high- 

S  recommends — the  philosophy  of  philosophy ; 
e  common  mother  of  all  the  sciences,  and  by 
which  alone  their  boundaries  can  be  extended. 
He  compares  it  to  the  Berecynthia,  whom  the 
poets  of  old  fabled  to  be  the  mother  of  all  the  gods : 

'  OmDM  nriloolu,  onuie*  sapen  alta 
ImmXee." 

Of  such  is  the  natnre,  and  sneh  will  be  the 
finits  to  mankind,  of  tiie  work  now  proposed 
to  be  given  to  the  world. 

Fnither  to  awaken  our  sensibility  on  this 
sabject,  I  need  not  remind  the  Senate  how 
mnoh  we  owe  to  a  name  that  is  to  render  the 
name  of  this  country  respectable  in  every  other 
«n  thiB  globe ;  the  darum  et  venerabiU  nomen. 
lTati(Mi8  nave  lived  upon  the  earth  who  have 
beeome  extinct,  and  been  lost  to  tJie  memory 
of  mankind;  but  never  when  the  elarum  et 
tUkarabiU  nomen  had  illustrated  their  annals. 
The  «2arKm  «<  M)Mra&t&  n0m«n  is  the  true  elixir 
of  national  immortality.  What  has  tliis  coun- 
try, what  can  ^e  ever  have,  that  would  be  an 
aqfsivalent  to  her  in  exchange  for  the  name  of 
her  Washington  ?  that  star  of  stars  in  the  div 
dema  that  sparkle  on  the  brow  of  nations? 
Kot  the  diadem  that  sparkles  on  the  brow  of 
Greece;  not  the  diadem  that  sparkles  on  the 
Inow  ot  Borne,  has  one  of  equal  brillianoy. 


Ho ;  it  stands  peerless  on  the  earth,  and  ak>n« 
in  glory.  Though  it  can  never  be  a  oonieet 
whose  name  is  to  do  the  most  honw  to  our 
country,  and,  more  than  all  others,  to  carry  ber 
name,  associated  with  his,  and  emblazonexi  by 
his,  down  through  all  the  endless  generations 
of  mankind  to  follow,  for  all  the  endless  ages 
of  time  to  come,  yet  among  tlie  names  to  clus- 
ter around  his,  and  to  form  the  constellation 
(may  it  multiply  to  a  galaxy)  of  American 
worthies,  not  one  will  ever  shine  with  a  purer, 
with  a  brighter,  or  more  incxtinguishalA  lostre 
than  that  of  Madison. 

If,  then,  this  appropriation  was  merely  to 
express  a  nation's  gratitude  to  a  nation's  bene- 
factor, it  would  bo  the  least  it  would  beconae 
her  to  make.  But,  besides  that,  we  are  to  con- 
sider that  it  is  to  purchase  for  this  country,  and 
for  mankind,  a  treasure  of  instruction,  whose 
value  no  money  can  measure,  no  figures  can 
express. 

Mr.  Oalhotjk  had  listened  with  pleasure  and 
delight  to  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Mand,  (Mr.  Bobbins,)  and  he  coincided  in 
opinion  with  him,  that  we  were  indebted  to 
Mr.  Madison,  at  least  as  much  as  to  any  other 
man,  for  the  form  of  government  under  which 
welive.  Indeed,  he  might  be  said  to  have 
done  more  for  our  institutions  than  any  man 
now  living,  or  that  had  gone  before  him. 

A  great  and  efficient  aid  he  waa,  undoubt- 
edly, m  forming  the  Gk>vernment.  Bnt  \her» 
was  another  great  aiA  which  would  immortaliso 
him  in  the  eyes  of  posterity — ^the  profonnd  and 
glorious  views  which  he  took  of  our  Govwn- 
ment  in  his  celebrated  Yirginia  report.  In  his 
opinion,  that  was  by  far  the  ablest  document 
that  issued  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Madison — one 
fi'om  which  Mr.  0.  had  derived  more  informa- 
tion, and  a  profounder  insight  into  our  Qovem- 
ment,  than  all  the  other  documents  he  bad 
perused. 

Now,  if  he  understood  the  object  in  view,  it 
was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  great  and  funda- 
mental principles  of  Mr.  Madison  himself,  an 
adherence  to  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  B(demnly  be- 
lieved, would  give  durability  to  the  Govetn- 
ment  under  which  w«  were  now  living. 

He  wished  at  some  other  time  (as  he  was 
not  prepared  at  this  time)  to  be  heard  on  the 
subject,  when  he  would  endeavor  to  satisfy  the 
Senate  that,  in  giving  our  assent  to  the  appro- 
priation a^ed  for,  we  should  not  honor  the 
name  of  Madison.  Mr.  C.  would  postpoDO 
what  he  had  to  say  until  the  third  reading  of 
the  resolution ;  and,  in  the  mean  time.  Senators 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  coming  to  a  full 
understanding  of  the  subject. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engroaaed 
for  a  tiiird  reading. 

1%«  United  State*  and  Mexico — Eedreu  to  5« 
Demanded. 

Mr.  BuoHAiTAir,  frwn  the  Oommittee  on  For- 
eign  Relations,  presented  the  following  rq>ort ; 

The  Commlttw  on  Fore^  Belatioasy  to 
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was  referred  the  meraage  of  the  Preddent  of  the 
tTidted  States  of  the  6th  instant,  with  the  accompiny- 
il^docoments,  on  the  snbject  of  the  present  state  of 
ourrdttiaos  with  Mexico,  report : 

That  they  lure  given  to  tliis  subject  that  serious 
iod  deliberate  conaderatioa  which  its  importance 
demands,  and  which  say  circumstances  calculated  to 
interrupt  our  friendly  relations  with  the  Mexican  re- 
public would  necessarily  insure.  From  the  docu- 
ments submitted  to  the  committee,  it  appears  tliat, 
era  ance  the  rerolution  of  1S22,  wliich  separated 
Xeiico  from  Spain,  and  even  for  some  years  i)eforc, 
the  United  States  have  had  repeated  causes  of  just 
amplaint  against  the  Mexican  authorities.  I>om 
time  to  time,  as  these  insults  and  injuries  have  oc- 
asred,  demands  for  satisfaction  and  redress  have 
been  inade  by  our  successive  public  ministers  at  the 
dty  of  Mexico ;  bnt  almost  all  these  demands  have 
IdSieTto  proved  unavailing. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that,  after  the  date  of 
ti»  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  con- 
dnded  between  the  two  republics  on  the  fifth  day  of 
April,  one  thouanad  ^ht  hundred  and. thirty-one, 
ifaese  causes  of  compUint  would  have  ceased  to  exist 
tbat  treaty  so  clearly  defines  the  rights  and  the  duties 
of  die  respective  parties,  that  it  seems  almost  im- 
possible to  misimderstand  or  to  mistake  them.  The 
committee,  notwithstanding,  regret  to  be  compelled 
to  stite  tiiat  all  Uie  causes  of  compMnt  against  Mex- 
ico, which  have  been  specially  noticed  in  the  corre- 
^ondenco  refened  to  them,  have  oocorred  since  the 
conduaon  of  this  treaty. 

We  forbear  £rora  entering  into  tnyminate  detail 
of  oar  gifevanoes.  The  enumeration  of  each  indi- 
ndoal  ose^  with  its  attendant  drcomstances,  even  if 
the  oommittee  were  in  possession  of  safficient  ma^ 
teriab  to  make  sndi  a  compilation,  ia  nndered  <m- 
aeceasDy,  flnm  the  view  i^idi  they  have  taken  of 
be  subject  These  cases  are  aH  rdferred  to  in  the 
ikciuDeDt  'So.  81,  entitled  "  Claims  on  Mexico,"  in 
tie  letter  of  instructions  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr. 
Hlia,  of  the  20th  of  July,  1886,  and  in  the  suhee- 
<iaQit  oorrespondraice  between  Mr.  Ellis  and  Mr. 
Xonasteiio,  the  actiiig  Mexican  Minister  of  Foreign 


If  file  Goveimnent  of  the  United  States  were  dis- 
poaed  to  exact  strict  and  prranpt  redress  from  Mex- 
ico, your  committee  might,  with  justice,  recommend 
B  immediate  resort  to  war,  or  reprisals.  On  this 
adject,  however,  they  give  their  hearty  assent  to  the 
iillowiiig  sentiments,  contuned  in  the  message  of  the 
Pieaideiit  He  says:  "The  length  of  time  since 
Mot  of  Uie  iiyuries  have  been  committed,  the  re- 
petted  and  nnavailiag  ap{dicatioiis  for  redress,  the 
*>atan  diaracter  of  some  of  the  outrages  upon  the 
pnperty  and  persons  of  oiur  citizens,  and  upon  the 
<dIoen  sid  flag  of  the  United  States,  independent  of 
reeent  insults  to  this  Government  and  people  by  tiie 
jtte  extraordinaiy  Mexican  minister,  would  justify, 
in  fin  eyes  of  all  nations,  immediate  war.  That 
nmedy,  however,  Aoald  not  be  used  by  just  and 
geaerona  nations,  confiding  in  their  Btrei^:th,  for  in- 
juries committed,  if  it  can  be  honorably  avoided ; 
•Kl  it  has  oconrred  to  me  that,  considering  the  pres- 
ot  embamseed  condition  of  that  country,  we  should 
*<(  with  both  wisdom  and  moderation,  by  giving  to 
■oMo  one  more  opportunity  to  atone  for  the  past, 
■xfix  we  take  redress  into  our  own  hmds." 

h  aSmliiig  this  opportunity  to  the  Mexican  Gov- 
w™*"!*;  the  oommittee  would  suggest  the  propriety 
cfpanmng  th«  form  re<)abed  by  to  84th  article  of 


the  treaty  with  Mexico,  In  aH  cases  to  which  It  may 
be  applicable.  This  article  provides  that  "  if  (what, 
indeed,  cannot  be  expected)  any  of  the  articles  con- 
tained in  the  present  treaty  shall  be  violated  or  in- 
fracted in  any  maimer  whatever,  it  is  stipulated  that 
neither  of  die  contracting  parties  will  order  or 
authorize  any  acta  of  reprisal,  nor  declare  war  against 
the  other,  on  complaint  of  injuries  or  damages,  until 
the  said  party  considering  itself  oGTended  shall  first 
have  presented  to  the  other  a  statement  of  such  in- 
juries or  damages,  verified  by  competent  proofs, 
and  demanded  justice  and  satisfaction,  and  the  same 
shall  have  been  either  refused  or  unreasonably  de 
layed." 

After  such  a  demand,  should  prompt  justice  be  re- 
fused by  the  Mexican  Government,  we  may  appeal  to 
all  nations,  not  only  for  the  equity  and  moderation 
with  which  we  shall  have  acted  towards  a  sister  re- 
public, but  for  the  necessity  which  will  then  compel 
us  to  seek  redress  for  our  wrongs,  either  by  actual 
war  or  by  reprisals.  The  sul^ect  will  then  be  pre- 
sented before  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session,  in  a  clear  and  distinct  form,  and  the 
committee  cannot  doubt  but  that  such  measures  will 
be  immediately  adopted  as  may  be  necessary  to  vin- 
dicate the  honor  of  the  coim^,  and  insure  ample 
reparation  to  onr  ii^ured  fellow-cltixens.  They  leave 
the  mode  and  manner  of  making  this  demand  to  the 
Preddent  of  the  United  States. 

Before  concluding  their  report,  the  committee 
deem  it  necessary  to  submit  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  the  late  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  re- 
public to  the  United  States.  In  regard  to  that  Amc- 
tionary,  they  concur  fully  in  opinion  with  Mr.  For- 
syth, that  he  was  under  the  iniSuenoe  of  prejudices 
whidi  distorted  and  discolored  every  olq'ect  which  be 
saw,  whilst  in  this  country.  On  the  16Ui  of  October, 
1886,  he  terminated  his  misdon  by  demanding  his 
passports.  And  for  what  reason?  Because  tlie 
President  refused  to  recall  the  orders  which  he  had 
issued  to  the  general  commanding  the  forces  of  the 
United  States  in  the  vicinity  of  Texas,  directing  him 
to  pass  the  frontier,  should  it  be  found  a  necessary 
measure  of  self-defence ;  bnt  prohibiting  him  from 
pursuing  tUs  course  unless  the  Indians  were  actually 
engaged  in  hostilities  against  the  citizens  of  the 
Umted  States,  or  he  had  undoubted  evidence  that 
sudi  hostilities  were  intended,  and  were  actually  pre- 
paring within  the  Mexican  territory. 

A  civil  war  was  then  raging  in  Texas.  The  TesUn 
troops  occupied  positions  between  the  forces  of  Mex- 
ico and  the  warlike  and  restless  tribes  of  Indiana 
along  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
mamfest  that  Mexico  could  not  possibly  restrain  by 
force  these  tribes  within  her  limits  from  hostile  in- 
cursions upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  aa 
she  had  engaged  to  do  by  the  S8d  article  of  the 
treaty.  No  matter  how  strong  may  have  been  her 
inclination,  the  ability  was  entirely  wanting.  Under 
such  circumstances,  what  became  the  duty  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  f  If  he  entertained 
reasonable  apprehensions  that  these  savages  medi- 
tated an  attack  fi^im  the  Mexican  territory  against 
the  defenceless  citizens  along  our  frontier,  was  he 
obliged  to  Older  our  troops  to  stand  upon  the  line, 
and  wait  until  the  Indians,  who  know  no  rule  of  war- ' 
&re  but  indiscriminate  carnage  and  plunder,  should 
actually  invEide  our  territory  1  To  state  the  propod- 
tion  is  to  answer  the  question.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, our  forcea  had  a  right,  bodt  by  to  law  of 
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nations  and  the  great  and  onlvenal  law  of  self-de- 
fenoe,  to  take  a  posiUon  in  adrance  of  our  flintier, 
in  the  country  inhabited  by  theae  savages,  for  the 
pnipoae  of  preventing  and  restraining  their  incur- 
liona. 

The  Sabine  is  so  distant  from  Washington  that  it 
became  absolutely  necessary  to  intrust  this  discretion- 
ary power  to  the  commanding  general.  If  the  Pred- 
d«it  bad  not  issued  such  oni^rs  in  advanee,  all  the 
evils  might  have  been  infiioted  before  the  remedy 
oould  have  been  applied;  and  in  that  event  he 
would  have  been  justly  reeponsible  fwthe  mnrdeTS 
and  devastation  which  might  have  been  committed 
by  the  Mexican  Indiana  on  dtizens  of  the  United 
States. 

When  these  discretionary  orders  were  issued  to 
General  Qainea,  they  were  immediately  oommuni- 
oated  to  Mr.  Qoroatiaa,  in  the  most  frank  and  friendly 
spirit.  The  fullest  explanations  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding were  madejto  lum,  and  he  was  over  ahd  over 
again  assured  that  this  occupation  of  the  Mexican 
territory,  should  it  become  necessary,  would  be  of  a 
limited,  temporary,  and  purely  defensive  character, 
and  should  continue  no  longer  than  the  danger  ex- 
isted ;  that  the  President  solemnly  disclauned  any  in- 
tention of  occupying  the  territory  beyond  the  Sabine, 
with  the  view  of  luing  possession  df  it  as  belonging 
to  the  United  States ;  and  that  this  military  move- 
ment should  produce  no  effect  whatever  upon  tlie 
boundary  question. 

The  committee  believe  that  Mr.  Qorostiia  ought 
to  have  been  satisfied  with  these  explanations.  But 
they  failed  to  produce  any  effect  upon  his  mind. 
Witliout  instmetioDS  fi«m  his  Government,  he  retired 
from  his  mission  upon  his  own  responalnlity.  This 
was  not  all.  Before  he  left  the  United  States  he 
published  a  pamphlet,  containing  a  portion  of  his 
oorrespoitdenoe  with  our  Oovemment  and  with  his 
own,  from  which  latter  it  appears  that,  whilst  en- 
gaged upon  the  business  of  his  spedal  mission  here, 
he  was  making  charges  of  bad  faith  against  the 
United  States  to  the  Mexican  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Belationa.  The  c<Hnmittee  will  not  enlarge  up<Hi  the 
g^ng  impropriety  of  such  conduct.  The  publication 
of  sudi  a  pamphlet,  by  a  foreign  minister,  in  tlie 
country  to  which  lie  has  been  accredited,  before  tak- 
ing his  departure,  can  be  considered  in  no  other  light 
titan  as  an  appeal  to  the  people  against  the  acts  of 
their  own  Oovemment.  It  was  a  gross  violation  of 
that  diplomatic  courtesy  which  ought  ever  to  be  ob- 
served between  independent  nations,  and  deserves 
the  severest  condemnation.  This  act  was  still  more 
extraordinary  when  we  consider  that  it  almost  im- 
mediately followed  the  note  of  Mr.  Dickins  to  him, 
of  the  20th  of  October,  1886,  assuring  him  that  tlie 
President  would  instruct  Mr.  Ellis  to  make  such  ex- 
planations to  the  Mexican  Government,  of  the  con- 
duct of  that  of  the  United  States,  as  he  believed 
would  be  satisfactory. 

The  committee  regret  to  loam,  from  the  note  of 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  of  the  9th  of  December 
last,  that  the  Mexican  Government  has  publicly  ap- 
proved of  the  conduct  of  its  minister  whilst  in  the 
United  States.  They  trust  that  a  returning  sense  of 
Justice  may  induce  it  to  reconsider  this  determina- 
tion. They  are  wilUng  to  believe  that  it  never  could 
have  been  made,  had  that  Government  previoudy 
received  the  promised  explanation  of  the  President, 
contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr  Ellis  of 
the  10th  December,  1886,  which,  unfortunately,  did 
not  reach  Mexico  until  after  the  latter  had  taken  his 


departure.  This  letter,  with  the  President'!  mesnfp 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
greas,  cannot  fail  to  convince  the  Mexican  Gorem- 
ment  how  much  they  liave  been  misled  by  the  rep- 
resentations of  their  minister. 

After  a  full  consideration  of  all  the  drcumstanoei, 
the  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  lot 
lowing  resolution : 

Jinolvtd,  That  tlie  Senate  concur  in  opinion  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  tliat  anotber  de- 
mand ought  to  be  made  for  the  redress  of  our  griev- 
ances fitwi  the  Mexican  Government,  the  mode  ind 
manner  of  which,  under  the  S4th  article  of  the  treit;, 
so  far  as  it  may  be  q>plicable,  are  properiy  oonfided 
to  his  discretion.  They  cannot  doubt,  fWmi  the  Jna- 
tice  of  our  claims,  that  this  demand  will  result  in 
meedy  redress ;  but  should  they  be  disappointed  is 
this  reasonable  expectation,  a  state  of  things  vOI 
then  have  occurred  irtiich  will  make  it  the  impai- 
tive  duty  of  Congress  promptiy  to  conader  what  Al^ 
ther  measures  may  be  required  by  the  honor  of 
the  nation  and  the  rij^ts  of  our  iigured  feUow-dd- 


Ordered,  That  3,000  extra  copies  of  the  iboT«  r^ 
port  be  pitted. 
And  then  the  Senate  adjoaroed. 


MosDAT,  Febnury  20. 
Oopyrifht  Lme$. 

Among  the  memorials  presented  to-d«y  w« 
one  by  Mr.  Clay  from  a  very  large  number  of 
persons,  who  stated  themselves  to  be  Americnn 
aathors  and  friends  of  Uteratnre,  oalling  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  the  subject  of  copyright 
laws,  and  expressing  an  anxious  wish  thrt 
those  laws  might  be  so  modified  as  to  extend 
their  benefits  to  foreign  authors.  Mr.  C.  ftr- 
ther  remarked  that  the  evidences  in  favor  oi 
the  measure  of  granting  copyrights  to  fo'WSJ 
authors  were  so  strong  as  not  to  leave  a  donbt 
on  any  mind  of  its  favorable  reception  by  A« 
oonntry.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  slid 
he  should  call  up  ttie  bill  granting  such  lirfito 
as  soon  as  convenient.  The  memorial  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Paper*  <ffMr,  Maditon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
(on  its  third  rewing)  of  the  following  joint  res- 
olution : 

"  Reeohed,  Ac.,  That  flie  Joint  Committee  on  4* 
Library  be,  and  tiiey  are  hereby,  autiiorixed  and  e«^ 
powered  to  contract  for  and  purchase,  at  the  sum  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  the  manuscripts  of  the  u>e 
Mr.  Madison,  referred  to  in  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Mai- 
son  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  the 
fifteentii  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
dx,  and  communicated  in  his  message  of  the  stfth 
of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thh^y-six,  cwo- 
ceding  to  Mrs.  Madison  the  right  to  use  copies  of  tM 
said  manuscript  in  foreign  countries  as  she  may  tofflX 
fit" 

[A  debate  took  place  on  tiiis  resolution,  wholly 
turning  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  purchase,  m 
whiA  debate  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Preston,  Webster, 
Crittenden,  Bives,  and  Oay,  took  part.] 
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Ti»  question  on  the  puBage  of  the  reeolntion 
WM  deoided  \fj  the  iblJoving  yote : 

Teas. — Xeaara.  Bajird,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Bndnnan,  Clay,  Oayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
UstL,  Gmndy,  Hendrickg,  Kent,  Linn,  Ljon,  KcLean, 
■oaton,  Nonrell,  Parker,  Preston,  BiTes,  Bobbins, 
KofafaaaD,  Soothard,  Spenoe,  Stranse,  Talfanadge, 
Walker,  Wall,  Wetietrr,  White,  WriAt— 82. 

KaTS. — ^Meaan.  Galbomi,  SiiTis,  Hubbard,  King 
of  AMiama,  Knigiit,  Koore,  Uonis,  Nidiolas,  Niles, 
Fage^  Flotfias,  Biogglea,  Bwiift,  Tipton— 14. 

So  the  Tesdation  vas  passed. 


TusBDAT,  Febmary  21. 
Kr.  HuBBABD  presented  the  credentials  c^ 
the    Hon.  Y&hSKixs'  Pisbox,  elected  United 
States  Senator  frota  New  Hampshire,  for  six 
years  fimn  the  8d  of  March  next. 


Thcbbdat,  Febmary  23. 
BedueUon  «if(h»  Tariff. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  rednoe  the  dndes  on  certain  imports ; 
and  the  qnestaon  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Datib  to  strike  firom  the  biU  the  article  of 
common  salt,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  retain 
the  protecting  dutv  now  levied  on  that  article. 

After  a  long  and  general  debate,  the  question 
was  taken  to  tWke  out  from  the  bill  the  article 
of  salt,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  fol- 
ktwing  vote : 

Teas. — XesBS.  Boehanan,  Calhoan,  day,  dayton, 
OittoideD,  Davia,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  KiJght, 
■cLean,  Nidioiaa,  Bobbins,  Bobinsoo,  Boothvd, 
Wcbstei^-lS. 

Nats. — Meana.  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown,  Cnthbert, 
Ewing  of  minioe,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala- 
baaoa.  King  of  Geoigia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Koore,  Kouton, 
Kka,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Bive&  Bug- 
les, Sevier,  Stnmge,  Swift,  TiUlmadge,  Tipton, 
Walker,  White,  Wright— 28. 

Other  proposed  amendmoits  were  afterwards 
Injected  or  adopted. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Nius  for  a 
gradn^  redDol»H>  of  the  duty  on  foreign  coal, 
ooal  sR«ening8,  and  coke,  was  deddedin  the 

■CgBttTe, 

Tiia.— Messrs.  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Pulton,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lyon, 
Mies,  Page,  Bives,  Buggies,  Sevier,  StrMige,  Tipton, 
W«Ikav,-15. 

Nats. — ^Kessrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Boehanan,  Crit- 
tenden, Davia,  Kent,  Kni^t,  Linn,  McLean,  Nich- 
olaa,  Norvell,  Parker,  PrenW  Eobinson,  Southard, 
TUhnadge,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Wright— 20. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  tJte  Senate,  and  all 
the  amendments  agreed  to,  with  flje  exception 
of  the  following : 

L  Doty  on  diina  and  poiodain,  eardien  and  ston* 
Mr.  Wbiobt  niggested  thoty  as  the  S«nate 


was  now  very  thin,  althongh  it  might  happen 
that  a  different  vote  would  be  obtained  from 
what  had  been  given  in  committee  when  the 
Senate  was  fall,  yet  it  would  be  better  to  ad- 
here to  the  former  vote,  to  avoid  a  reconsider- 
ation or  other  difficulty  when  the  seats  should 
be  ftill  again  to-morrow. 

To 'this  it  was  replied,  that  one  Senator  (Mr. 
EmaHT)  had  avowedly  changed  his  vote,  and 
another  was  present  now  who  had  not  been  ia 
committee. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  the  amendment  which 
struck  out  these  artidea  fW>m  the  bill  (therebyr 
retaining  the  protecting  duty  npon  them)  waa 
dedded, 

YiAS. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Buduman,  'Crittenden, 
Davis,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Unn,  Kicholaa,  Robbina, 
Robinson,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tom- 
Unson,  Wall  Webster,  White— 18. 

Kats.— Heaara.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Fntton, 
Hobbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Geoivia,  Kni^t^ 
Lyon,  Morris,  Nilea,  Norvell,  Page,  PaAer,  Blvea, 
Ruggiea,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker— 19. 


So  China  and  earthenware  were  retuned  in 
the  bill,  80  flree  of  duty. 

2.  Blankets  chiefly  nsed  among  the  Indians. 

On  this  Mr.  Davis  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  He  objected  to  the  amendment,  as  imn- 
rions  to  the  mterests  of  several  manufactories 
of  blankets  establidied  within  the  United  States, 

Mr.  Bknton,  Mr.  Isfis,  and  Mr.  Nobvbli  ex- 
plained the  great  difference  between  Indian 
blankets  and  those  of  a  domestic  mannfactore, 
and  the  very  decided  preference  which  the  In- 
dians expressed  for  the  one  over  the  other,  and 
which  precluded  all  competition  from  our  fac- 
tories, with  what  were  usually  known  among 
them  as  Mackinac  blankets,  "niey  were  thidc, 
finely  woven,  and  of  the  finest  wool,  and  im- 
pervious to  tne  nun. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  ttie 
Senate— yeas  28,  nays  14. 


Satcedat,  February  2S. 
Mr.  Taluiadok  presented  the  credaitials  of 
the  Hon.  SaAS  Wbiqht,  re-elected  a  Senatw  (rf 
the  United  States,  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
for  six  years  from  and  after  the  8d  of  Maroh 
next. 

Land  Lau$  and  Beeitiont, 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by 
Mr.  Wkbbtbb: 

Jieiolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  prepared  a  collection  of  the  instruetiona  which 
have  been  issued  from  time  to  time,  either  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office,  excepting  only  such  as  refer  exclusively, 
both  in  principle  and  application,  to  particular  or  in- 
dividual cases,  together  with  the  offldal  opinions  of 
the  Attorney-General  on  questions  arising  under  the 
land  laws. 

SttolMd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  cawe 
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4m  general  public  acts  of  Congren  reipeetiiig  the 
Mle  and  diqwaUion  of  the  puUio  lands,  t(wether  with 
the  inetruotiona  and  opinions  mentioned  m  the  fore- 
soing  resolution,  to  be  printed  fw  the  use  of  t)ie 
SemOe. 

In  ofiSning  theae  reaolntioiu,  Mr.  Wnsm 
said  it  was  his  object  that  the  ^eral  acts,  the 
instmotioDs  giTen  under  them,  and  tbe  official 
opinions  of  uie  Attorney-General  on  questions 
•risinff  in  tbe  administration  of  these  laws, 
ahoold  be  collected  and  published,  and  made 
available  to  all.  These  instructions  and  opin- 
kma  are  in  manosoript.  They  are  only  known 
at  the  Land  Office,  and  may  govern  questions 
arising  there  without  any  means,  on  the  part 
of  those  interested,  to  possess  themselvee  nilly 
of  their  character  and  contents.  The  laws,  al- 
though contained  in  the  two  Tolnmes  common- 
ly called  the  volumes  of  the  Land  Laws,  were 
yet  mixed  up  with  such  a  mass  of  treaties,  or- 
dinances, and  private  acts,  that  it  is  not  always 
easy  to  bring  them  together,  or  to  get  a  con- 
nected view  of  their  provisions. 

The  subject  was  getting  to  be  very  important 
Interfering  claims  were  constantly  arising,  es- 
pecially under  preemption  acts ;  and  it  was  un- 
derstood that  an  appeal,  in  these  cases,  lay  to 
the  Conmiissioner  or  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  The  Land  Office  was  Uius  becoming 
an  important  judicature ;  and  it  was  eesenti^ 
(hat  its  course  and  its  rules  of  proceeding  should 
be  known.  Interesting  rights  were  decided  by 
it,  and  it  became  Congress  to  look  into  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  see  that  the  laws  were  openly, 
fiurly,  and  ably  executed.  The  first  step  to 
reach  this  end  was  to  make  public,  in  some  ac- 
cessible form,  the  instructions  and  opinions  un- 
der which  the  land  officers  acted.  Any  farther 
provirions  to  insure  a  proper  administration 
could  then  be  adopted,  which  Congress  should 
Judge  necessary,  if,  indeed,  any  should  be 
thought  necessary. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 


UosDAT,  February  27. 

Vnited  Stata  and  Mexieo. 

yti.  BuoHAS'AH'  moved  to  take  up  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  on  the 
■object  of  our  relations  wiui  Mexico. 

Mr.  Pbiston  moved  to  postpone  the  resolu- 
tion, for  the  ptirpose  of  taking  up  the  resolution 
on  tiie  subject  of  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  Texas;  which  motion  was 
n^^ved — ^yeas  9,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  Cult  supposed  the  only  question  which 
Would  be  presented  to  the  Senate  would  be  up- 
on tJie  resolution.  He  had  risen  merely  to  say 
fhat  he  concurred  with  the  other  gentiemen 
who  composed  the  committee,  upon  £e  subject 
nnder  consideration.  He  agreed  witii  the  rest 
of  his  colleagues,  that  the  controversy  with 
Mexico  had  nuide  out  no  case  justifying  a  resort 
to  war  or  for  the  issuing  of  reprisals ;  and  he 
thoQj^t  that  renewed  effinrta  sboold  be  made 


to  obtain  redress,  before  it  should  beoome  ne- 
cessary to  declare  war  against  Mexico  to  Tiodl- 
cate  tiie  honor  and  interests  tit  the  coimtiy. 
He  felt  himself  bound  to  say,  that  whilst  he 
concurred  with  the  committee,  which  he  be- 
lieved was  nnanimous  in  adopting  the  resoh- 
tion,  he  did  not  agree  entirely  with  Uie  body 
of  the  report.  He  thought  the  case  was  made 
out  rather  stronger  against  Mexico  than  the 
correspondence  al  the  Government  with  tfait 
country  justified.  And  he  must  say,  in  d 
candor  and  truth,  that  the  departure  of  oar  r^ 
resentative  tmim  Mexico,  nnder  the  cirenm- 
stances,  wws  harsh,  abrupt,  and  unneoeasaiy. 
A  long  letter  had  been  addressed,  in  punoanoe 
of  instructions  from  tbe  Department  of  States 
by  the  American  char^6  ^'affaires,  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs  in  Mexico,  and  which 
bore  date  some  time  in  December  last,  and  em- 
braced a  great  variety  of  claims  in  respect  to 
which  information  was  to  be  procured,  and 
procured,  too,  from  remote  parts  of  Xexioo. 
Some  delay,  in  consequence,  took  plaee,  on  tin 
part  of  the  Mexican  mmister,  in  sending  his  re- 
ply to  our  charg6  d'affaires.  When  we  came 
to  examine  tbe  reply  with  candor  and  Uness, 
in  respect  to  which  some  of  our  clmms  were 
admitted,  and  concerning  others  more  informa- 
tion was  required,  the  Senate  would  think,  h« 
presumed,  that  there  had  beefi  more  pteciidta- 
tion  than  was  necessary,  on  the  part  of  onr 
minister.  Well,  it  was  in  this  state  of  things 
that  he  shortiy  after  demanded  his  passports 
and  came  home. 

Now,  he  (Mr.  C.)  thought  that  such  were  the 
circumstances  then  existang,  that  our  chiigi 
might  have  awaited  farther  instructions ;  and, 
if  he  had  delayed  his  departure,  the  MsxiotB 
Government  would  probably  have  been  aUe  te 
ftamish  him  with  ftarther  information.  He 
would  have  beard  what  they  thou^t  <^  the 
letter  from  our  Secretary  of  State,  relatire  to 
the  final  disposition  of  our  Government  in  re- 
gard to  the  occupation  of  the  Mexican  territory 
near  the  Sabine,  and  which  had  occaaoned  m> 
much  nnpleasantaees.  While  up,  Mr.  0.  woald 
tiUie  the  opportunity  of  saying  that  he  did  not 
concur  in  all  the  reasonings  of  the  committee  w 
to  the  publication  of  a  pamphlet  by  Mr.  Goros- 
tiza,  the  Mexican  envoy  extraordinary.  He, 
(Mr.  C.j)  however,  would  say  that  it  was  -a 
great  diplomatic  irregularity ;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  made  out  a  case  for  war,  or  for  any 
serious  disturbance.  It  was  not  an  unnsaal 
case.  He  recollected  an  instance  which  oocnr- 
red  while  the  American  oommisdoners  were  at 
Ghent,  in  1814,  at  a  most  critical  state  d  the 
negotiation — when  it  hung,  as  it  were,  on  a 
b^nce,  and  when  it  was  extremely  doabtnu 
whether  there  would  not  be  a  rupture.  Kr.  0. 
here  related  that  while  he  was  at  Ghent,  treat- 
ing with  Lord  Gambler  and  the  other  Brim 
commissioners,  a  publication  fhHu  tiie  United 
States,  ocMit^ing  the  oorrerocadenee  betweffi 
tiie  Governments  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  found  Uawaj  there.    LacdOam- 
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Uer,  kaTing  seen  it,  ezpraned  hia  snrprise  to 
Kr.  O.  that  liu  GovemineDt  should  have  eiTen 
pnUieity  to  this  correspondence,  and  said  he 
eoold  not  see  how  thej  could  justify  the  act. 
Ibe  other  oonunisBioners  -were  equally  displeas- 
ed at  the  ooeorrence.  Mr.  0.  then  ezplaJned  to 
them  tiiat  the  coarse  which  had  been  adopted 
was  one  growing  ont  of  the  peonliar  stmotore 
«f  this  OoTemment,  and  wliich  the  people  here 
dananded  of  their  servants.  He  (Mr.  0.)  men- 
tioned this  to  show  that  what  Mr.  Qorostiza 
had  done  was  a  thing  not  nnexampled.  It 
wobM  be  recollected  litat  but  the  otner  day, 
Mr.  Pageot,  Jnst  before  embarking  for  France 
from  New  York,  published  the  letter  of  the 
Doc  de  Broglie.  Mr.  Pageot  had  since  return- 
ed to  this  country,  and  been  received  ftankly, 
and  without  any  intimation  of  dissatisfitotion 
on  tb«  part  of  our  Government.  And  he  (Mr. 
0.)  had  no  more  doubt  of  the  fact  than  of  his 
ttnn^hig  on  that  floor  at  that  moment,  that 
there  had  been  information  conveyed  through 
some  channel,  official  or  unofflci^  to  iiVance 
Oat  Mr.  Pageot's  return  to  the  United  States 
woold  be  welcomed,  without  any  displeasure 
bong  ahown  towards  him  in  r^ard  to  nis  hav- 
ing pnUidied  the  letter  of  the  Duo  de  Broglie ; 
othwwise,  the  French  Government  would  not 
have  sent  him  to  this  country.  Had  Mr.  Go- 
rostixa  not  known  the  fact  of  this  publication, 
he  probably  would  not  have  pursued  the  exam- 
ple set  him, 

Mr.  O.  admitted  that  Mr.  Gorostiza's  conduct, 
in  pnhlishing  the  pamphlet  he  did,  was  decided- 
ly wixHig,  and  highly  reprehensible ;  but,  as  he 
before  asid,  it  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  an  of- 
fence justifying  war.  The  pampmet  had  pro- 
duced an  impression,  and  had  done  no  mischief; 
and  he  thought  the  Secretary  of  State  had  act- 
ed hi|^y  wrong  to  make  it  a  subject  of 
eommunieation  to  the  Mexican  Government. 
Whilst,  however,  Mr.  0.  disagreed  with  the 
committee  as  to  some  parts  of  the  report,  he 
eoncnrred  entirely  with  them  in  re^d  to  the 
vest^tion,  and  hoped  it  wonld  obtain  the  onan- 
imoos  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BuoHASAV  said  he  had  bat  a  few  re- 
aaarks  t»  make  upon  this  sobject,  in  addition  to 
those  cwifaiiTiBd  in  the  report  of  the  Oommittee 
on  Foreign  Belalaons.  He  felt  gn^fied  that 
<iw  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  concurred  with 
the  oUier  members  of  the  oommittee  in  a  large 
portion  of  their  report,  and  that  he  would  sus- 
tain the  resolution  with  which  it  concluded. 
Tiie  jostioe  of  the  Senator's  remarks  in  regard 
to  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Ellis  from  Mexico 
wonld  be  palpable,  if  no  demand  had  ever  been 
made  upon  the  Mexican  Government  for  the 
ledrees  of  our  grievances  previous  to  his  letter 
of  September,  1886,  to  Mr.  Monasterio.  Bat 
the  case  was  far  different.  This  demand  was 
not  then  made  for  the  first  time.  On  the  con- 
trary, year  after  year,  time  after  time,  when- 
ever we  sustained  injuries,  we  had  asked  for 
but  onr  reclamations,  in  almost  every 
had  been  evaded,  isd  redrasB  had 


been  withheld.  Mr.  EDis's  letter  of.  the  SOth 
September  was,  therefore,  bat  a  mere  summing 
up  of  our  causes  of  complaint — an  enumeration 
of  demands  which  had  been  previously  made 
againM  the  Mexican  Government  That  Got* 
emment  ought  to  have  been  prepared  to  yield 
us  prompt  redress,  or  at  least  to  have  expressed 
their  willingness  to  do  so,  as  soon  as  they  pos- 
sibly could.  He  thooght  Mr.  Ellis,  in  with- 
drawing from  Mexico,  had  obeyed  bis  instruc- 
tions, both  in  the  spirit  and  in  the  letter.  His 
opinion  upon  this  point  was  very  decided.  He 
should  not  have  said  another  word  upon  the 
subject,  but  for  a  commentary  on  the  report  of 
the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  which 
had  appeared  in  a  morning  paper.  This  article 
proceeaed  flrom  a  source  wnicn  seemed  to  ren- 
der a  passing  notice  of  it  necessary. 

The  President,  in  his  message,  after  express- 
ing his  opinion  of  the  aggravated  wrongs  which 
we  had  suffered  from^fexioo,  in  which  the 
committee  entirely  concurred,  recommended 
that  an  act  should  be  passed  authorizing  repri- 
sals, if^  after  making  another  demand,  the  Mex- 
ican Government  uionld  refuse  to  come  to  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  the  matters  in  contro- 
versy. He  expressed  his  entire  willingness^ 
however,  to  co-operate  with  Oongress  in  any 
other  course  which  should  be  deemed  honor; 
able  and  proper.  Under  anv  circumstances,  it 
was  a  matter  of  extreme  delicacy  for  Oongress 
to  confer  upon  the  Executive  the  power  of 
making  reprisals,  upon  a  future  contingency. 
He  wonld  not  say  that  cases  might  not  occur 
which  wonld  justify  such  a  proceeding.  These, 
if  they  should  ever  h^pen,  wonld  establish  a 
rule  for  themselves.  Unless  an  immediate  and 
overruling  necessity  existed,  which  could  brook 
no  delay,  it  was  always  safer  and  more  consti- 
tutional to  take  the  opinion  of  Oongress  upon 
events  after  they  had  Lappened,  than  to  intrust 
a  power  so  important  to  tne  President  alone. 

The  committee,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
did  not  believe  that  onr  existing  relations  with 
Mexico  presented  such  a  case.  They  knew 
that  General  Santa  Anna,  whose  life  had  been 
justly  forfeited,  but  which  had  been  restored 
to  him  by  the  magnanimity  of  the  Government 
of  Texas,  had  recently  arrived  at  Washington ; 
that  he  had  been  sent  home  in  a  Government 
vessel  of  the  United  States :  and  that  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  his  arrival  would  be 
hailed  by  the  Mexicans  with  ioy,  and  that  he 
would  shortly  be  restored  to  the  presidency  of 
the  Republic.  Under  such  circumstances,  it 
was  but  reasonable  to  hope  that  he  would  feel 
disposed  to  render  to  this  country  the  justice 
which  was  our  due ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  was 
neither  expedient  nor  necessary,  at  the  present 
moment,  to  authorize  any  decisive  measure  of 
a  hostile  character. 

Again :  The  committee  were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  the  84th  article  of  our  treaty 
with  Mexico  required  that  a  demand  should  M 
made,  under  its  provisions,  before  resorting 
eithertowarortoieprisals.   This  article  wasone 
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of  a  peouliar  nature.  It  mi{;ht  have  been  impo- 
litio  to  agree  to  it  at  first ;  but  it  was  now  a 
part  of  our  treaty,  and  ite  requigitions  must  be 
hali  eaared.  Here  Sir.  B.  read  from  the  article, 
as  f<^ow8 :  "  Thirdly.  If  (what  indeed  cannot 
be  expected)  any  of  the  articles  contained  in 
the  present  treaty  shall  be  violated  or  infracted 
in  any  manner  whatever,  it  is  stipulated  that 
neither  of  the  contracting  parties  will  order  or 
antiiorize  any  acts  of  reprisal,  nor  declare  war 
against  the  other,  on  complaints  of  imnries  or 
damages,,  until  the  said  party  considenng  itself 
offen^ud  shaU  first  have  presented  to  the  other 
a  statement  of  such  injuries  or  damages,  veri- 
fied by  competent  proofs,  and  demanded  jnstioe 
and  satisfiiction,  and  the  same  shall  have  been 
either  refused  or  unreasonably  delayed." 

This  language  was  too  pliun  to  be  misunder- 
stood. It  was  true  that  it  did  not  extend  to 
direct  insults  to  tike  national  honor — snoh  as  vio- 
lations of  our  flag,  or  opprobrious  and  injorions 
eondnct  towards  our  consuls.  Bat  the  com- 
mittee were  very  clear  and  unanimous  in  their 
opinion,  that  when  pecuniary  damages  were 
Bought  by  oar  citizens,  for  pecuniary  injuries 
snstained,  in  violation  of  any  article  of  the 
treaty,  before  we  conld  redress  those  injuries 
by  reprisals,  a  previous  demand  must  be  made, 
in  pursuance  of  its  provisions.  On  this  point, 
there  ooold  scarcely  be  two  opinions. 

The  treaty  required  sometUng  more  than  a 
mere  presentation  of  the  compliunts  of  indi- 
vidoals  to  the  Mexican  Govemmentj  through 
the  agency  of  our  minister  to  Mexioo.  Our 
Government  must  be  the  judge,  in  the  first 
instance,  of  the  ii^uries  requiring  redress.  We 
must  decide  this  question  ourselves.  We  are 
then  bound  to  present  a  statement  of  snoh 
ii^ories  and  damages  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, verified  by  competent  proofe.  That 
such  a  demand  under  the  treaty  had  never 
been  made  hitherto,  must  be  apparent  to  all 
those  who  have  read  the  correspondence. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  it,  this  article  does 
not  seem  to  have  attracted  any  attention. 
That  it  was  not  within  the  contemplation  of 
Mr.  Forsyth,  when  he  addressed  tiie  letter  of 
instructions  to  Mr.  Ellis  of  the  20th  of  Jnl^  last, 
will  appear  conclusively  from  that  letter  itself. 
After  enumerating  our  causes  of  compUunt 
against  the  Mexican  Government,  he  says: 
"  Though  the  Department  is  not  in  possession 
of  proof  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  wrongs 
done  in  the  above  cases,  as  represented  by  the 
aggrieved  parties,  yet  the  complaints  are  such  as 
to  entitie  tnem  to  be  listened  to,  and  to  justify 
a  demand  on  the  Mexican  Government  that  they 
shall  be  promptly  and  properly  examined,  and 
that  suitable  redress  shall  be  afforded." 

The  committee  believed  that  it  would  require 
several  months  to  enable  the  Department  of 
Btate  to  collect  the  necessary  proofs  for  the 
purpose  of  verifying  each  of  the  private  olmms 
of  our  citizens,  and  to  make  the  demand  ac- 
oording  to  the  treaty.  All  the  necessary  forms 
can  probably  not   be  complied  wit^  until 


within  two  or  three  months  of  the  meeting  of 
the  next  Oongrees.  They  therefore  tiioa^ 
it  moch  better  to  wut  this  brief  qwoe,  and 
refer  the  whole  question  to  Congress,  thin  to 
authorize  the  President  immedi^y  to  issue 
letters  of  marone  and  reprisal,  in  case  the 
answer  of  the  Mexican  Government  shodd  sot 
prove  satisfactory.  After  this  demand  shaJl 
have  been  made,  and  the  answer  of  the  Mexican 
Government  received,  the  whole  case  will  tfiea 
bo  before  Congress  in  a  clear  and  distinct  form. 
K  that  Government  should  refuse  to  do  ns 
justice,  he  could  not  doubt  but  that  Congreea 
would  adopt  prompt  measures  for  vindict^ing 
the  honor  of  the  American  flag  and  asserting 
the  just  rights  of  our  injured  fellow-citizens. 

He  should  have  been  willing  to  use  atronger 
language  in  the  resolution  appended  to  v» 
report,  but  he  believed  it  was  now  presented 
in  the  best  form.  Whilst  negotiations  eon- 
tinned,  it  was  not  politic  to  use  the  langnage  of 
menace.  Still  he  thought,  from  the  report  and 
the  resolution,  taken  together,  the  Mexican 
Government  could  not  ftui  to  perceive  the  de- 
termination of  that  of  the  United  States  to 
enforce.  In  the  most  prompt  and  energetio 
manner,  the  redress  of  all  our  grievances. 

When  Mr.  Buchanan  con(£ided,  the  qnea- 
tion  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  resoMoa 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, and  decided  as  follows : 

TiAS.— KesBTS.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Bravn, 
Bnduman,  CUy,  CUyton,  Crittenden,  Cnthbert, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  nUnois,  FoHon,  Gmndy,  Hendricks, 
Hubbaid,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Geaigii, 
Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nichdas,  Km, 
Norvell,  Page,  Faiker,  PrentiaBj  Preston,  Ktcs,  Bob- 
bins, Robinson,  Boggles,  Sevier,  Spence,  StnIlg^ 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wail, 
Webster  White,  Wright— 46. 

So  it  was 

Reaolved,  wnanimoiuly.  That  the  Senate  concnr  In 
opinion  with  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States,  tliat 
another  demand  ought  to  be  made  for  the  redress  of 
our  grievances  from  the  Mexican  OoTemmeat,  tke 
mode  and  manner  of  which,  under  the  84th  article  of 
the  treaty,  so  far  as  it  may  be  applicable,  are  propeiij 
confided  to  his  discretion.  They  caimot  doubt,  ftorn 
the  justice  of  our  claims,  that  this  demand  will  Nsott 
in  speedy  redress ;  but  should  they  be  diMppnntsd 
in  this  reasonable  expectation,  a  state  of  tbmgs  wiB 
then  have  ooconed  which  will  make  it  the  impeintii« 
duty  of  Congress  promptly  to  consider  what  furtiier 
measures  may  be  required  by  the  honor  of  the  natioa 
and  the  rights  of  our  ii^ured  fellowHUtizens. 

Texat  Independence. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  the  condderation  of  his 
resolution  for  the  recognition  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas. 

Mr.  ErsBABD  moved  to  pos^wne  its  con- 
sideration to  Friday ;  and  a  desultory  conve^ 
sation  took  place  upon  the  motion,  which  was 
finally  modified  by  mserting  Wednesday  next, 
and  carried,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tua.— M  eesrs.  Baysidi,  Brown,  Bochanao,  OaTtta, 
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Snta,  HaMwid,  Kent,  King  ol  AUMmm  Kbg  of 
Qeai^  Knigfat,  Lyon,  Honia,  NUm,  Page,  Praitia, 
BoliiaaQo,  Bugf^  SeTier,  Swift,  TkUmwige,  Tip- 
tm,  TomluiKm,  Wall,  WalMter,  WOgtA—iS. 

Saxs. — Xeaan.  Benton,  Black,  Callioan,  Claj, 
CMttesden,  Cothbert,  Ewing  of  Illmoia,  Fulton,  Hen- 
licfca,  linn,  Houton,  NK^olaa,  Nonrell,  Parker, 
Fleston,  Bires,  Bobinaon,  Spence,  Strange,  Walker, 
Wliite— 21. 

The  Senate  then  broke  up,  to  meet  again  at 
kalf-paat  four 

ETXHora  Subion. 

The  Senate  met,  and  proceeded  to  consider  the 
hoi  to  remonerate  Captain  Franoia  AU^n  for 
convejing  GeneiU  Lafiaiyette  to  tJie  United 
Sti^in  1824. 

Ibia  biD  proposed  to  allow  1^000  to  the 
eutain  and  owners  of  the  ship  Cadmoa,  for 
tmnging  over  General  La&yette  to  this  oonntry. 
The  cwtain  relinquished  his  place  in  the 
Harre  line,  and  prooored  a  ship  on  his  own  re- 
nonubilitj,  and  was  at  expenses  in  going  to 
Aria,  && 

The  bill  was  warmly  opposed,  as  oppr obrions 
in  its  character ;  it  was  making  a  commodity 
of  the  honor  of  haring  tendered  to  tiie  General 
his  passage.  The  owners  had  had  loud  praiaes 
at  me  time  for  their  liberality,  yet  now  came 
to  Gingress  for  pay. 

It  was  contended,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
this  captun  had  been  at  large  prirste  expenses, 
for  which  he  onght  to  bK9  remnnerated.  It 
did  not  appear  that  the  owners  had  ever  re- 
qneeted  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  BvcBxsAx  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which 
were  taken,  and  stood — ^yeas  22,  nays  18. 

So  the  biD.  was  laid  on  the  table,  bat  after- 
wards reconsidered ;  and,  after  amendment,  was 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
tuid  reading. 

Tdibdat,  Febmaij  88. 
Ltaiguratumo/PretidttUo/th»  UnUedStatt*. 

The  PRBannsT  j/ro.  Um.  presented  a  letter 
from  the  President  elect  of  the  United  States, 
informing  tibe  Senate  that  he  would  be  ready 
to  take  the  nsnal  oath  of  ofBoe  on  Saturday, 
Mardi  4,  at  12  o'clock,  noon,  at  snch  place  and 
ii  aneh  manner  as  tiie  Senate  might  designate. 

Ur.  Gbtodt  offered  a  resolution  for  the 
^ptnnteient  of  a  committee  of  arrangements, 
to  make  the  reqnirite  preparations  for  adminis- 
tering the  oath  to  the  President  elect  of  the 
Ihiited  States. 

llr.  Clat  said  he  would  like  to  inquire 
wbether  precedents  had  been  examined  on 
tius  sabject.  He  was  aware  that  the  Senate 
had  always  had  a  peculiar  agency  in  this 
ImrinesB ;  but  he  was  not  aware  why  the  Sen- 
ate should  act  upon  it  any  more  tiian  the  House, 
or  why  it  was  not  a  joint  concern.  He  re- 
Membered  that,  on  the  first  election  of  Mr. 
Mooioe,  the  oommittee  of  the  Senate  i^jdkd  to 


him,  as  Speaker  of  the  House,  for  the  use  of 
the  chamber  of  the  House ;  and  he  had  told 
them  that  he  would  put  the  chamber  in  order 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  but  the  control  of  it 
he  did  not  fbel  auUiorized  to  surrender.  They 
wished  also  to  bring  in  the  fine  red  chairs  <a 
the  Senate,  but  he  told  them  it  could  not 
be  done ;  the  plain  democratic  chairs  (tf  the 
House  were  more  becoming.  The  consequence 
was,  that  Kr.  Monroei  instead  of  taking  tha 
oath  within  doors,  took  it  outside,  in  the  open 
^r,  in  front  of  the  O^itoL  Ifr.  0.  men- 
tioned this  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
inquiry,  what  was  the  practice,  and  on  what 
it  was  founded,  and  why  the  Senate  had  the 
exolnnve  care  m  administering  the  oath. 

Hr.  Gbordt  said  the  committee  had  found 
no  antiiority  but  several  precedents,  which 
were  in  strict  accordance  with  the  pro- 
position now  proposed  to  be  made.  He  did 
not  recollect  any  mstance  in  which  the  House 
had  participated  in  it ;  and,  in  fact,  the  House, 
as  such,  had  no  existence,  their  term  having 
expired  on  the  preceding  day.  The  com- 
mittee had  exammed  three  cases  of  mora 
modem  date,  and  had  found  nothing  in 
opposition  to  the  practice  proposed.  If  the 
committee  could  not  get  into  the  House,  they 
could  go  out  of  doors. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  Ohair 
was  authorized  to  appoint  the  above-named 
committee  of  three  members. 

The  IH$tnbution  Question. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  fortification  bill ;  and  the  question  being 
on  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  viz:  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  which  contains  the 
provision  for  the  distribution  among  the  States 
of  any  surplus  which  may  remain  in  the 
Treasoiy  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1888 — [Mr. 
Oalhoon's  plan — ] 

Mr.  Oalhouh  regretted  that  the  committee 
had  not  made  a  written  report  on  so  impor- 
tant a  reoommendati<Hi. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  explained  that  the  second  seo> 
tion  of  the  bill  being  neither  more  nor  less 
than  the  bill  formerly  introduced  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  himself,  the  case  was 
fully  understood  by  all  the  Senate,  and  needed 
no  consumption  of  time  to  explain  it.  As  to  a 
written  report,  there  had  l>een  no  time  to  prepare 
one,  even  had  the  committee  deemed  it  necessary. 

Mr.  Oalhock  reminded  the  Senate  of  tlie 
triomphant  minority  by  which  the  depout  bill 
had  been  adopted  at  tiie  last  session;  and  as 
there  had  occurred  nothing  mnce  then  to 
change  the  principle  of  the  measure  in  any 
respect,  he  was  content  to  rest  the  present 
question  on  the  principles  then  so  unanswer- 
ably established,  and  the  disousnon  by  which 
ttiey  had  been  defended  at  the  last  sessiim. 

Mr.  Olat  inquired  whetiier  it  wss  the  in- 
tenticm  of  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee and  those  with  whoas  he  acted,  that  if 
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s  snrpIiiB  aM6e  it  was  to  be  left  is  the  hands 
of  the  deposit  banln,  where  it  drew  an  interest 
of  two  per  cent,  while  in  the  hands  of  the 
States  it  would  jleld  six.  He  was  anxious  to 
know  what  was  to  be  the  policy  of  the  admin- 
istration in  regard  to  this  matter. 

[Mr.  WiaaHT  interposed,  to  saj  that  ita  policy 
would  be  to  have  no  sarplns.] 

(A  debate  now  took  place  on  the  ceneral 
dwraeter  of  the  measore  involved  in  the  sec- 
tion, and  as  being  a  distribntion  under  the 
name  of  a  deposit,  which  continued  till  the 
evening  recess.) 

The  Senate  took  a  recess. 

EvBHura  SssaioH. 
DintrOmtiM  QtteiUm—DepoHt  leith  the  SUxtet. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  tiie  Honse,  making  appropriations 
for  fortifications,  &c.,  for  the  year  1887,  the 
question  being  on  a  motion  to  strike  out  the 
section  of  tiie  bill  which  provided  for  a  deposit 
of  tibe  surplas  revenue,  on  the  1st  of  January 
next,  with  tiie  several  States. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion. 

Tus. — Xesars.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Cuthbert, 
Ewing  of  nimoia,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King 
of  *l«>»»nm.  King  of  Geoi^gia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas, 
Ifilea,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Kvea,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Wiffijfr— 2«. 

Nats. — Uessrs.  Bayard.  Calhoim,  ClaTton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Knight,  Moore,  Prentus,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Southard, 
Spence,  Swift,  Tomhnson,  Webster,  White— 19. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  provision 
for  the  distribution  among  the  States  of  the 
surplus  revenue  on  the  1st  of  January  next, 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

And,  thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
ft  third  reading. 


Wkdnbsdat,  March  1. 
Texat  Indeptndene*. 

Mr.  'Walkib  called  up  his  resolution  for 
the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas, 
on  which  a  debate  of  much  mterest  arose.  Mr. 
yf.  advocated  his  resolution  by  a  speech  of 
much  earnestness,  in  which  he  pressed  the 
chdms  dt  Texas  for  recognition  with  much 
devoted  ardor. 

He  was  foUowed  by  Mr.  Pkbstoit,  on  the 
-same  side,  who  went  into  an  extensive  review 
of  the  history  of  Mexico,  from  the  period  of 
her  recognition  by  our  own  Government  to 
tbe  present  time,  whence  he  deduced  the 
argnment  that  she  never  had,  in  fact,  exercised 
control  over  Texas,  and  was  In  no  condition  to 
now  enforce  her  claims  of  sovereignty.  He  then 
went  into  a  similar  review  of  uie  history  of 
Texas,  past  and  present,  and  argued  to  show 
that  she  was  fblly  capable  of  performing  the 
duties  and  sustdning  the  responsibilities,  both 
domestic  and  foreign,  whidi  belong  to  tfn  inde- 
pendent QoTfiniiHent. 


Hie  oii^aal  reaolntion,  as  ofEaied  by  lb. 
Walxxb,  was  as  follows : 

^^Jtudvtd,  nat  the  State  of  Tens  kariiig  vttb- 
liihed  and  maintained  an  independent  GoTenunenl, 
capable  of  performing  those  dntiea,  foie^n  and  do- 
mestic, wUdi  if>pertinn  to  independent  GoTeninttta, 
and  it  qipearing  that  there  is  no  longer  any  reaaoR- 
able  pnx^peet  of  the  suceeaafol  prosecution  of  the  vir 
by  Hezioo  against  said  State,  it  is  expedioit  isd 
proper,  and  fai  eoofomilty  with  tlie  laws  <£  Batiim 
and  the  practice  of  this  Oovemment  in  lilte  oses, 
that  the  independent  political  existence  of  said  State 
be  aclmowledged  by  the  Government  of  the  Umted 
States." 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  this  resolotian 
was  decided  as  follows : 

TiAS. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  'Bluk,  CeBxmi, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  IlUnds,  Pulton,  Gnmdy,  Hes- 
driclcs,  linn,  Koore,  Uooton,  Niles,  Paiker,  Freatai, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Boggles,  Sener,  ^>enoe,  Strange, 
Walker,  White— 88. 

Nats. — Uessrs.  Brown,  Bocfaanan,  Clayton,  I^rii^ 
Habbaid,  King  of  Alabama,  Kingof  Georgia,  Knudi^ 
Morris,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pe«e.  Prentiss,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge, Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Wri^t— 19. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  announcement  of  this  vote  called  forlli 
some  applause  from  the  gallery,  which  vis 
prompt^  diecked  by  the  Onair, 


Tbubbdat,  March  2. 

Liberation  ef  Ameriean  Slates  63/  Britiih  Ait- 
thoritia — JBrigt  Bneomium,  MUerpriie,  osi 
Comet. 

Mr.  Caihot)?!  said  that  it  would  l)e_  remem- 
bered that  on  his  motion  a  resolution  was 
adopted,  requesting  the  President  to  commnni- 
cate  to  the  Senate  the  correspondence  between 
this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain,  in 
rdation  to  the  case  of  the  brigs  Encomium  snd 
Enterprise.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  Mesrage 
of  the  President  in  answer  to  the  resolotiwi, 
from  which  he  fonnd  that  there  was  another 
case  (that  of  the  Comet)  of  a  similar  character, 
of  which  he  was  not  aware  when  he  made  his 
motion,  and  which  occurred  as  far  back  M 
1883.  He  had  read  with  care  the  correspwa- 
ence,  but,  he  must  say,  with  very  little  satis- 
faction. It  was  all  on  one  side.  Onr  Execntivs 
has  lieen  knocking,  (no,  that  is  too  b^^* 
term,)  tapping  gently  at  the  door  of  the  Britim 
Secretary,  to  obtain  justice,  for  these  five  yeaj^ 
without  reodving  an  answer,  and  this  in  tw 
plainest  case  Ima^nable.  It  was  not  his  int^ 
tion  to  censure  those  who  had  been  intrnsted 
with  the  correspondence  on  onr  part  They 
had  written  enough,  and  more  than  aioaffi; 
but  truth  compelled  him  to  say  the  tone  wa« 
not  high  enough,  considering  t5»e  injnrtioe  to 
onr  dtizens,  and  the  outrage  on  the  flag  and 
honor  of  the  Union.  His  rwnarks  were  inteaow 
more  espeeiaUy  for  the  latter  part  of  the  cor- 
re^ondenoe,  after  the  long  delay  wilhont  tt 
answer  fbom the  British Govemmoit.    Atnns 
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ia  (o  }d«iB  a  oast^  little  more  oonld  be  thought 
■moamaxj  tliaa  a  plain  rtatement  of  the  fJM^a, 
wUdi  vaa  givoi  in  a  yvj  elear  and  aatii£M>- 
toTf  manner  in  the  letter  of  the  Preaident  elect 
te  ilia  eaw  of  «h«  Comet 

Wititoat  repeating  what  be  aaid  on  the  intro- 
dneiion  of  the  reeolntion,  he  would  rraaind  tiie 
Senate  of  the  faets  of  the  oaae  in  the  brie£Mt 
mannor  poanble. 

The  three  brigs  were  engaged  in  the  coasting 
trade,  and,  amon^  other  pasengera,  had  sUves 
OD  board,  belonging  to  our  citizena,  who  were 
sending  them  to  the  South- western  States,  with 
a  Tiew  to  settlement.  The  Enterprise  was 
fimed,  by  stress  of  weather,  into  Port  Hamil- 
iaa,  Bermada,  where  the  slavee  on  board  were 
Ibnibly  aeixed  and  detained  by  the  local  an- 
thoritiea.  The  other  two  were  wrecked  on  the 
KeTabelonginff  to  the  Bahama  idands,  and  the 
passengers  and  crew  taken  by  wreckers,  con- 
trary to  th«r.  wishes,  into  Nassau,  New  Provi- 
dences where  tJie  slaves  shared  the  same  fate 
as  at  Bermuda. 

These  were  the  essential  facts  of  the  case. 
He  did  not  intend  to  argue  the  questions  that 
grew  out  of  them.  There  was,  indeed,  little 
or  no  ground  for  argument.  No  one  in  the 
kaat  ooBveraant  with  the  laws  of  nations  can 
doubt  that  these  vessels  were  as  much  nnder 
VbA  protection  of  our  flag,  while  on  their  voy- 
age, proceeding  firom  one  port  of  the  Union  to 
another,  as  if  they  were  in  port,  lying  at  the 
irfaarvea,  within  our  acknowledged  jurisdiction. 
TSoT  is  it  less  dear,  that  forced  as  the  Enter- 
prise was  by  stress  of  weather,  and  taken, 
imder  the  droumstances  that  the  passengers 
and  orewB  of  the  other  two  were,  into  the 
Britiah  dominions,  they  lost  none  of  the  rights 
which  belonged  to  them  while  on  their  voyage 
oa  the  ocean.  So  far  otherwise,  so  fur  from 
lonig  tlie  protection  which  our  flag  gave  them 
while  on  the  ocean,  they  had  superadded,  by 
their  misfortunes,  the  additional  rights  which 
the  laws  of  humanity  extend  to  the  unfortunate 
in  Aeir  situation,  and  which  are  regarded  by 
aU  dvilized  nations  as  sacred.  It  follows,  as  a 
necessary  conseauence,  that  the  municipal  laws 
of  the  place  couM  not  divest  the  owners  of  the 
property  which,  as  citizens  of  the  United 
Btat^  they  had  in  the  slaves  who  were  pas- 
sengers in  the  vessels ;  and  yet,  as  clear  as  is 
this  condudon,  they  were  forcibly  seized  and 
detained  by  the  local  authorities  of  the  Islands ; 
and  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  after 
five  years'  negotiation,  has  not  only  withheld 
redress,  but  has  not  even  deigned  to  answer 
the  often-repeated  application  of  our  Govern- 
ment for  redress. '  We  are  thus  left  by  its  silence 
to  eoi^ectore  the  reason  for  so  extraordinary  a 
eonise. 

On  casting  his  eyes  over  the  whole  subject, 
Le  ooold  fix  on  but  one  that  had  the  least 
phncibility,  and  that  resting  on  a  principle 
wUeh  it  was  scarcely  credible  that  a  Govem- 
■Kot  BO  intelligent  could  assame:  be  meant 
tba  prin<^le  tnat  there  ooold  not  be  pn^>erty 


in  pers«»i&  It  was  not  for  him  to  object  that 
Great  Britain,  or  any  other  country,  dionld 
assume  that  or  any  other  principle  it  misht 
think  proper,  as  i4>plicable  to  its  subjects ;  but 
he  most  protest  agabst  the  fifgoX  to  adopt  it  as 
applicable  to  oar  oonntiy  or  citizens.  It  would 
strike  at  the  independence  of  our  country,  and 
would  not  be  lees  insnlting  than  outrageous; 
while  it  would  ill  become  a  nation  that  was 
the  greatest  slaveholder  of  any  on  earth,  not- 
withstanding all  cant  about  emancipation,  to 
^pply  such  a  prindple  in  her  intercourse  with 
others.  It  is  time  to  speak  oat  txddly  on  this 
subjectj  and  to  expose  freely  the  folly  and 
hypocrisy  <rf  those  who  accuse  others  of  what, 
if  tJiere  be  guilt,  they  are  more  gtiilty  them- 
sdves. 

Onrs  is  not  the  only  mode  in  which  man  mar 
have  dominion  over  man.  The  principle  whica 
would  abrogate  the  property  or  our  citizens  in 
their  slaves  would  equally  abrogate  the  do- 
minion of  Great  Briteun  over  the  subieot  na- 
tions nnder  her  control.  If  one  individual  can 
have  no  property  in  another,  how  can  one 
nation,  wnich  is  but  an  aggregate  of  indi- 
viduals, have  dominion,  which  involves  the 
highest  right  of  property,  over  another}  If 
man  has,  by  nature,  the  right  of  self-eovem- 
ment,  have  not  nations,  on  the  same  pnndple, 
an  e(^nal  right  ?  And  if  the  former  forbids  one 
individual  from  having  property  in  another 
individual,  does  not  the  other  equally  forbid 
one  nation  holdlug  dominion  over  another? 
How  inconsistent  would  it  be  in  Great  Britain 
to  withhold  redress  for  ininstioe  to  oar  dtizens 
committed  in  the  West  Indies,  on  the  ground 
that  persons  could  not  be  property,  while  in 
the  East  Indies  she  exercises  unlimited  do- 
minion over  more  than  a  hundred  millions  of 
human  beings,  whose  labor  she  controls  as 
effectually  as  our  citizens  do  that  of  their 
slaves !  It  is  not  to  be  credited  that  she  wiU 
venture  to  assume,  in  her  relation  with  us,  a 
principle  so  fltterly  indefensible,  and  which 
could  not  but  ex}>ose  her  to  imputations  which 
would  make  her  sincerity  questionable.  This 
she  must  see,  and  to  the  fact  that  she  does  he 
attributed  her  long  and  obstinate  silence. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  why,  then,  does  she 
not  make  reparation  at  once  in  so  dear  a  case  ? 
Why  not  restore  the  slaves,  or  make  ample 
compensation  to  their  owners?  He  could 
imagine  but  one  motive:  she  had  among  her 
subjects  many  whose  fanatical  feelings  on  this 
subject  she  was  unwilling  to  offend ;  out,  while 
respecting  the  feelings  of  ner  subjects,  blind  and 
misdirected  as  tiiey  are^  she  ought  not  to  forget 
that  our  Gov«nment  is  also  bound  to  respect 
the  feelings  of  its  citizens.  Let  her  remember 
that,  if  to  respect  the  rights  which  our  citizens 
have  over  their  slaves  be  offendve  to  any  por- 
tion of  her  subjects,  how  much  more  so  would 
it  be  to  our  dtizens  for  our  Government  to 
acquiesce  in  her  refbsal  to  respect  our  right  to 
establish  the  relati<Hi  which  one  porticm  of  our 
population  dudl  have  to  another,  and  how  im- 
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reasonable  it  would  be  for  her  to  ezpeot  that 
onr  Government  should  be  more  indifferent  to 
the  feelings  of  its  citizens  than  hers  to  anj 
portion  of  her  subjects.  He,  with  every  lover 
of  his  coontrj,  on  both  sides,  desired  sincerely 
to  see  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  two  ootm- 
tries  preserved ;  but  he  held  that  the  only  con- 
dition on  which  they  could  possibly  be  pre- 
served was  that  of  peHect  equality  and  a  mutual 
respect  for  their  respective  mstitutions ;  and  he 
oould  not  but  see  that  a  perseverance  in  with- 
holding redress  in  these  cases  must  in  the  end, 
disturb  the  friendly  relations  which  now  so 
happily  exist  between  the  two  countries. 

He  hoped,  on  resuming  the  correspondence, 
onr  Government  would  press  the  dami  for  re- 
dress in  a  manner  £&r  more  earnest  and  becom- 
ing the  importance  of  the  subject  than  it  has 
heretofore  aone.  It  seemed  to  him  that  a  vast 
deal  too  much  had  been  said  about  the  decision 
of  the  courts  and  the  acts  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment than  ought  to  have  been.  They  have 
HtUe  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  case,  and  can 
have  no  force  whatever  against  the  grounds  on 
which  our  claims  for  justice  stand.  However 
binding  on  their  own  subjects,  or  foreigners 
yolontarily  entering  her  dominions^  they  can 
have  no  binding  effect  whatever,  where  mis- 
fortune, such  as  in  these  cases,  placed  our 
citizens  within  her  jurisdiction. 

If  they  be  properly  presented,  and  pressed 
on  the  attention  of  the  British  Government,  he 
oould  not  doubt  but  that  speedy  and  ample 

iastice  would  be  done.  It  could  not  be  with- 
leld  but  by  an  open  refbsal  to  do  justice,  which 
he  could  not  anticipate.  As  to  himseUj  he 
should  feel  bound,  as  one  of  the  representatives 
from  the  slaveholding  States,  which  had  a 
peculiar  and  de^  interest  in  the  question,  to 
bring  this  case  annually  before  Congress,  so 
long  as  he  held  a  seat  on  this  floor,  if  re^^ss 
shall  be  so  long  withheld. 


Fbidat,  March  8 

JIi.  Btvss,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  recommendation  that  tbe 
Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments  from  the 
Bouse  of  Representatives  to  the  bill  for  the 
more  equitable  administration  of  the  navy 
pension  funds. 

Mr.  R.  expluned  the  ground  of  the  recom- 
mendation. The  bill  of  the  Senate  went  to 
raise  the  pensions  of  the  widows  of  officers 
before  March,  188S,  to  the  level  of  those  since 
that  date,  while  the  amendment  of  the  House 
proposed  to  cut  down  the  pensions  since  1836 
to  the  level  of  those  before  that  time. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
assented  to,  and  the  Senate  disagreed  to  the 
amendment  from  the  House. 

J>i»irOmti<m  Quution—Deporit  wiih  the  Statet. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 


Representatives,  informing  the  Senate  that  tlt« 
House  adhered  to  its  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  fortifioatioo 
bill. 

Mr.  Wkioht  thereupon  moved  that  the  Sen* 
ate  adhere  to  its  amendment. 

Mr.  Calhoun  observed  that  this  was  a  verv 
Important  amendment  indeed,  and  one  mim 
he  deeply  regretted  the  committee  had  de«ned 
it  proper  to  report  He  oould  not  consent  to 
sit  by  in  silence,  and  suffer  the  question  to  be 
taken,  without  at  least  requesting  to  hear  some 
reason  why  an  amendment  of  this  charseter 
had  been  reported.  If  there  should  be  a  large 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  as  there  was  ereiy 
reason  to  bzpect  there  would  be,  the  natural  and 
proper  distribution  of  it  was  obviously  to  return 
it  to  the  people.  He  could  not  but  express  lua 
snrprise  that  the  committee  should  expect  the 
Senate  to  strike  out  an  amendment  of  this  inn 
portanoe,  simply  on  their  reoommendation. 

Mr.  Wbioht  Sfud  that  it  was  not  his  pnrpoee 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  at  tiiis  late 
period  of  the  session.  Kone  knew  better  than 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  the  nature  of 
the  amendment,  and  the  bearings  of  the  whole 
question.  The  subject  waa  as  well  understood 
by  every  member  of  the  Senate  as  it  could  be 
by  the  committee.  The  section  which  the 
House  of  Representatives  had  added  to  thia 
bill  was  precisely  the  bill  introduced  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session  by  the  booorabie 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  himself,  which 
had  been  referred  to  the  I^anoe  Committee, 
and  long  since  reported  on.  Surely,  the  gentle- 
man did  not  expect  a  written  report  on  a  bill 
referred  but  yesterday,  and  embracing  a  ssbjeet 
of  such  vast  magnitude.  The  amendmeat  in- 
volved as  important  a  question  as  ever  had 
been  submitted  to  Congress ;  and  if  this  had 
been  the  first  time  the  Senate  had  ever  heard 
of  itj  there  would  have  been  great  prqniety  in 
requiring  either  a  written  report,  or  at  leaat 
some  verbal  explanation  in  r^ard  to  it  Bat 
Mr.  W.  did  not  feel  bound,  as  the  case  stood, 
to  make  a  long  report  on  a  matter  with  which 
everybody  was  familiar,  and  on  which  he 
could  not  suggest  a  single  new  idea.  A  report^ 
undw  such  circumstances,  would,  if  made, 
change  no  opinion.  This  was  the  simple  ex- 
planation which  he  had  to  make  (so  far  as  be 
was  personally  concerned)  in  reply  to  the  call 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 

After  some  further  debate,  the  Senate  deter- 
mined to  adhere  to  its  disagreement 

TaAS. — ^Uessrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cuth* 
bert,  Ewing  of  Blinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  (Georgia,  Linn,  tjon, 
Uonton,  Nicholae,  NUes,  Norvell,  Page,  PaAer, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Ru^es,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tall- 
madge,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 27. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Knight,  McLean,  Moore,  Morris,  Prentjaa,  Preston, 
Robbing,  Southard,  ^penoe,  Swift,  l^ton,  TomUn- 
son,  Webster,  White— 23. 
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I%eMt»  to  &«  PretideHtpro  tem. 

lb.  KxsQ,  of  Alabama,  the  President  pro 
tem.,  liaring  temporarilj  left  the  chair, 

Kr.  Davis  gobmitted  the  following  resolu- 
tioD,  which  was  onanimoody  adopted  : 

Stialtei,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  teo- 
dend  to  the  bononble  Wiixum  B.  Kimb,  President 
fro  ttH^ton,  for  his  late  impartial  and  .dignified  aer- 
lieee  as  {»e(iding  officer. 

Adjournment. 
2fr.  Hubbabd,  from  the  joint  committee  up- 
pointed  to  wait  on  the  President,  and  inform 
Aim  that  the  two  Honsee  of  Congress,  having 
finished  the  bosiness  before  them,  were  now 
ready  to  adjoom,  nnless  he  had  some  farther 
eommtudcation  to  make,  reported  that  they 
had  performed  the  datj  assigned  them,  and 
were  answered  by  the  President  that  he  had 
BO  other  offidal  oommniucation  to  make,  but 
that  he  had  charged  him  to  say  that  it  was  the 
wish  of  his  heart  that  each  member  of  Congress 
Bught  ei\)oy  health  and  prosperity  in  this 
world,  and  happiness  in  the  next. 
Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Wkbstkb, 
Th«  Senate  then  a^onmed  rine  die. 


BXTRA  SESSION  OF  THE  BENATS. 
**nie  PusninT  of  imi  IJinnD  Statis, 

"  7b ,  Stnatorfor  tiu  State  of . 

"  By  vfrtoe  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by  flie  eon- 
rtftotion,  I  hereby  convene  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Slatea,  to  meet  in  the  Senate  duunberon  tlie  4th  day 
ef  March  next,  at  10  o'clock  in  tiie  forenoon,  to  re- 
ceive any  ootnimmieation  the  President  of  the  United 
Blatea  may  think  it  his  doty  to  make. 

"  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

"DBcauBxa  20, 1886." 

Satvbdat,  March  4. 

In  oonformity  with  the  above-recited  som- 
Bona  from  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States, 
file  Senate  assembled  in  their  chamber,  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  at  10  o'clock  A  M.  this 
day. 

The  Senate  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Euro, 
(^  Alabama,  the  late  President^no  tem. 

BicHABD  M.  JoHKBoy,  of  Kentncky,  Vice 
Preadent  of  the  United  States,  being  present, 
was  conducted  to  the  Secretary's  table  by  Mr. 
Gkuxdt,  and  the  oath  to  snpport  the  Constitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States  having  been  adminis- 
tered to  him,  Mr.  Knro  vacated  ihe  chair,  and 
Hr.  JoHHsoN  took  his  seat  as  President  of  the 
Soiate  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Vios  PKBsiDaNT,  on  taking  the  chair, 
addreaaed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

CfaUUmtH  of  the  Senate :  In  entering  upon  the 
fisdiaige  of  the  duties  of  the  presidii^  officer  of  this 
body,  the  necessity  of  addressing  its  members  has 
been  very  mndi  lessened,  if  not  superseded,  by  the 
>{iportanity  ailbrded  me  of  presenting  some  of  my 
■EDtiments  when  I  accepted  the  situation. 


I  cannot,  liowever,  permit  the  present  occasion  to 
pass  witlioat  agidn  tendering  to  you  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  by 
your  choice. 

There  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  tipon  this  globe,  a 
legislative  body  more  respectable  and  more  exalted 
in  cliaracter  than  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ; 
and  there  is  not,  perhaps,  a  deliberative  assembly 
existing  where  the  presiding  officer  has  less  diffi- 
culty in  preserving  order.  This  facility  is  attribut- 
able principally  to  two  causes :  the  intelligence  and 
patriotism  of  the  members  who  compose  the  body, 
and  that  personal  respect  and  courtesy  wliich  have 
always  been  extended  ttnia  one  member  to  another,  in 
its  delibmtions.  These  qualities  have  a  tendency  to 
produce  a  unity  of  dedgn,  and  a  mutual  oonfideno^ 
in  the  ultimate  object  of  ail,  wliatever  difference  <^ 
opinion  may  exist  in  relation  to  the  means  of  gain- 
ing the  common  end ;  and  inculcate  that  sentiment 
of  equality  among  the  members  which  constitutes  the 
essential  principle  of  our  free  institutions,  and  which 
will  never  cease  to  animate  a  body  bo  enlightened  as 
this.  These  reflections  have  mitigated  the  intense 
anxiety  of  mind,  and  well-foondM  apprehen8i<Hi8, 
arisiDg  from  a  consciousness  of  my  own  defidency  of 
qoaliusations  to  preude  over  this  elevated  body. 

In  the  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  me 
by  the  constitution,  it  sluJl  be  my  effort  to  pnisae 
that  course  of  conduct  which  has  recommended  me 
to  the  consideration  of  my  fellow-citizens — a  liuthful 
discharge  of  my  public  duties,  to  the  extent  of  my 
abilities,  and  in  a  manner  that  shall  seem  best  calcu- 
lated to  give  satisfaction  to  all.  Contemplating  the 
duties  and  ceremonies  of  this  day,  it  might  be 
considered  improper  in  me  to  consume  any  more  of 
your  time  by  adverting  to  other  subjects,  however 
relevant  to  the  new  position  which  I  now  occupy. 
I  shall,  tiierefore,  close  my  lemarics  by  informing  the 
Senate  that  I  am  now  ready  to  proceed  with  the  bus- 
iness for  whidi  we  are  aasmblel 

There  were  now  ascertained  to  be  present 
every  Senator  flrom  every  State  in  the  Union, 
except  one,  (Mr.  MoEinuit,  of  Alabama,)  bdng 
fifty-one  in  nnmber. 

The  new  members  present  were — 

From  Indiana,  Ouvbe  H.  Smith  ;  fWim  IDi- 
noia,  BiOHABD  M.  Toima ;  from  Ohio,  Wiluah 
AuutH ;  from  Maine,  Rkuxl  Wouahs  ;  from 
Oonnecticnt,  Febbt  Suite. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  the  constitution  was 
then  administered  by  the  Viob  Peesidbnt  to 
the  new  Senators,  and  those  Senators  re-elected, 
except  Mr.  Skvikb,  of  Arkansas,  the  considera- 
tion of  whose  credentials  of  appointment  by  the 
Governor  (as  to  fillins  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  expiration  of  bis  own  term)  was  post- 
poned to  Monday. 

The  Senate  oontinned  its  sittings  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thunsday  following, 
and  were  engaged,  principally,  upon  executive 
business — acting  upon  the  nominations  of  the 
President. 

On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Qbundt,  ttom  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  reported  "  that  the  Hon.  Ambsosb 
H.  Sbvibb  is  entitled  to  his  seat  as  a  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  under  the  executive  appoint- 
ment of  the  iTth  of  January,  1837 ;  and  that  he 
now  have  the  oath  of  office  accordingly  ad- 
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ministered  to  him."  On  Wednesday  the  report 
fras  debated,  and  on  the  question  of  agreeing 
to  it  the  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows : 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clayton,  Cutbbcrt,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Nicholas,  KUes,  Norvell,  Pieroe,  Preston, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Rupgles,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tip- 
ton, Wallter,  Wall,  White,  Wright,  Young— 26. 

Nays. — Meagre.  Bayard,  Blacic,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  McKean,  Morris,  Mouton,  Prentiss,  Robbins, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swilt,  Webster,  Williams 
—19. 

Mr.  Setieb  then  appeared  and  took  the  oath 
of  oflBce. 

•  The  Vice  Pbbsident  having  retired  from  the 
chair  on  Tuesday,  according  to  usage,  to  allow 
of  the  choice  of  a  President  pro  tern,  before 
the  acljoumment,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  a  President  pro  tern.,  when  WiuiiM  E. 
Elura,  of  Alabama,  was  elected. 

At  the  close  of  Thursday's  sitting,  a  committee 
was  appointed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Weight,  to 
announce  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
that  the  Senate  had  got  through  its  business, 
and  was  ready  to  adjourn,  if  he  had  no  further 
commnidcation  to  make  to  them.  Mr.  Wkioht 
and  Mr.  Lton  were  ^pointed  a  committee 
accordingly. 

On  Friday  mOming,  at  10  o'clock,  the  com- 
mittee reported  that  they  had  discharged  the 
duty  thus  confided  to  them,  and  had  received 
for  answer  that  the  President  had  no  further 
communication  to  make  them.    And  then 

The  Senate  a^'onmed  tine  die. 

Inauguration  <ff  Pretident  Van  Bwren, 
On  Satuiday,  the  4th  of  Kaich,  Martin  Tan  Btnen, 
Esq.,  President  elect  of  (he  United  States,  was  in- 
ducted into  office  with  the  usual  formalities  and 
oeremonies ;  and  thereupon  delivered  the  following 
inaugural  address : 

Fu.Low-orTizim:^nie  practioe  of  all  my  prede- 
ee«on  imposes  on  me  an  obligation  I  cheerfully  ful- 
fil, to  accompany  the  first  and  solemn  act  of  my 
public  trust,  with  an  avowal  of  the  prindplea  that 
will  guide  me  m  perfonuing  it,  and  an  ezpresdon  of 
my  feelings  on  awuiming  a  chaise  so  responsible  and 
vast  In  imitating  their  example,  I  tread  in  the  foot- 
steps of  Illustrious  men,  whose  superiors,  it  is  our 
happiness  to  beUeve,  are  not  found  on  the  executive 
calendar  of  any  country.  Among  them  we  recognise 
the  earliest  and  firmest  pillars  of  the  republic ;  Uioae 
by  whom  our  national  independence  was  first  de- 
dared;  him  who,  above  all  others,  contributed  to 
establiab  it  on  the  field  of  battle ;  and  those  whose 
ezpaoded  intellect  and  patriotinn  constructed,  im- 
proved, and  perfected,  the  inestimahle  bstitntiooa 
under  wliicfa  we  live.  If  such  men,  in  the  position  I 
now  occupy,  felt  themaeivas  overwhelmed  by  a  sense 
of  gratitude  for  this,  the  liigiiest  of  all  marks  of  their 
country's  confidence,  and  by  a  consciousness  of  their 
Inability  adequately  to  discharge  the  duties  of  an 
office  BO  difficult  and  exalted,  how  mud)  more  must 
these  oonaderations  tSexA  one  who  can  rdy  on  no 
nufaoUhnsfbr&vororlbrbeannee.   Unlike  all  wito 


have  preceded  me,  the  Revolution,  that  gave  us  ex- 
istence as  one  people,  was  achieved  at  the  period  of 
my  birth;  and,  whilst  I  contemplate  with  grateAd 
reverence  that  memorable  event,  I  feel  that  I  bekmg 
to  a  later  age,  and  that  I  may  not  expect  my  coun- 
trymen to  weigh  my  actions  with  the  same  kind  and 
partial  hand. 

So  sensibly,  fellow^itizens,  do  these  circmnstances 
press  themselves  upon  ne,  that  I  should  not  dare 
to  enter  upon  my  path  of  duty,  did  I  not  look  for 
the  generous  aid  of  those  who  will  be  associated  with 
me  in  the  various  and  co-ordinate  branches  of  the 
Government ;  did  I  not  repose,  with  unwavering  re- 
liance, on  the  patriotism,  the  intelligence,  and  ^e 
kindness,  of  a  people  who  never  yet  deserted  a  pub- 
lic servant  honestly  laboring  in  their  cause ;  and, 
above  all,  did  I  not  permit  myself  humbly  to  hope 
for  the  sustaining  support  of  an  ever-watdiful  and 
beneficent  Providence. 

To  the  confidence  and  consolation  derived  from 
these  sources,  it  would  be  imgrateful  not  to  add  those 
which  spring  from  our  present  fortunate  condition. 
Though  not  altogether  exempt  from  embarrasamoit* 
that  disturb  our  tranquillity  at  home  and  threaten  it 
abroad,  yet,  in  all  the  attributes  of  a  great,  happy, 
and  flourishing  people,  we  stand  without  a  panJld 
in  the  worid.  Abroad,  we  eqjoy  the  respect  and, 
with  scarcely  an  exception,  the  friendship  vt  viery 
nation.  At  home,  while  our  Govemment  quietly, 
but  efficienUy,  performs  the  sole  legitimate  end  of 
political  institutions,  in  doing  the  greatest  good  to 
the  greatest  number,  we  present  an  aggregate  of  hu- 
man prosperity  surely  not  elsewhere  to  be  found. 

How  imperious,  then,  is  the  obligation  imposed 
upon  every  citizoi,  in  his  own  sphwe  of  actian, 
whether  limited  or  extended,  to  exert  himself  in  po^ 
petuating  a  condition  of  things  so  singnlariy  happy. 
All  the  lessons  of  history  and  experience  mot  be 
lost  upon  us,  if  we  are  content  to  trust  alone  to  the 
peculiar  advantages  we  h^>pen  to  possess.  Poeitioa 
and  climate,  and  the  bounteous  resources  that  nature 
has  scattered  with  so  liberal  a  hand — even  the  dif- 
fused intelligence  and  dcvated  character  of  oor  peo- 
ple— will  avul  us  nothing,  if  we  fail  sacredly  to  up- 
hold thoee  political  institutions  that  were  wisdy  and 
deUberately  formed  with  reference  to  every  drcom- 
stance  that  could  preserve,  or  might  enduiger,  tiie 
blessings  we  eqjoy.  The  thoughtful  framera  of 
our  comstitution  legislated  for  our  country  as  diey 
found  it.  Looking  upon  it  with  the  eyes  of  atatea- 
men  and  of  patriots,  they  saw  all  the  souioea  of  rapid 
and  wonderful  prosperity ;  but  they  saw  also  that 
various  habits,  opinions,  and  institutions,  peculiar  to 
the  various  portions  of  so  vast  a  region,  were  deeply 
fixed.  '  Distinct  sovereignties  were  in  actual  exist- 
ence, whose  cordial  union  was  essential  to  the  wel- 
fare and  happiness  of  all.  Between  many  of  them 
there  was,  at  least  to  some  extent,  a  real  diversity  of 
interests,  liable  to  be  exaggerated  through  aiatetar 
dedgns;  they  differed  in  size,  in  pt^Ution,  m 
wealth,  and  in  actual  and  prospective  resonroes  md 
power ;  they  varied  in  the  chancier  of  their  iadaaliy 
and  sta|de  productions;  and  in  some  existed  do- 
mestic faistitntioBS  which,  unwisdy  disturbed,  mfebt 
endanger  the  harmony  of  the  whole.  Most  catefwly 
were  lul  tiiese  drcumstances  weighed,  and  the  foun- 
dations of  the  new  Oovenment  laid  upon  prindpl<s 
ofredprocal  conoesdon  and  equitable  corapnwdae. 
The  jealondes  wfaldi  the  smaller  States  might  enter- 
tain of  tiie  power  of  Que  rest  were  allayed  by  a  rule  of 
rqireeentatfon,  oonfeasedly  naeqoal  at  that  tiine^  aad 
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Jaiigiwid  fonTer  to  remain  bo.  A  natanl  fetr  tbat 
the  broad  icope  of  general  legislation  migtit  bear 
XB^aa,  and  nnwisel;  coDtnd,  paiticnlar  interests,  was 
eoiiBteracted  b;  limits  strictly  drawn  around  the 
action  of  the  federal  authority ;  and  to  the  people 
and  the  States  was  left  unimpaired  their  sovereign 
power  OTcr  the  innumerable  subjects  embraced  in  the 
internal  government  of  a  just  republic,  excepting 
soch  oniv  as  necessarilf  appertain  to  the  concerns  of 
the  whole  confederacy,  or  its  intercourse,  as  a  united 
community,  with  the  other  nations  of  the  world. 

This  provident  forecast  tias  been  verified  by  time. 
Half  a  century,  teeming  with  extraordinary  events, 
and  elsewhere  producing  astonishing  renilta,  has 
passed  along,  bat  on  our  institutions  it  has  left  no 
iqjorioos  mark.  From  a  small  oommimity  we  have 
risen  to  a  people  powerful  in  numbers  and  in 
strength ;  but  with  our  increase  has  gone,  band  in 
band,  the  progress  of  just  principles ;  Sie  privileges, 
civil  and  religious,  of  the  humblest  individual  are 
still  sacredly  protected  at  borne;  and,  while  the 
valor  and  fortitude  of  our  people  have  removed  far 
from  m  the  slightest  apprehension  of  foreign  power, 
they  liave  not  yet  indni^  us,  in  a  single  instance,  to 
forget  wliat  is  right.  Our  commerce  has  been  ex- 
tended to  the  remotest  nations ;  the  value  and  even 
nature  of  onr  productions  has  been  greatly  obaqged ; 
a  wide  difference  has  arisen  in  the  relative  wealth 
aad  resources  of  every  portion  of  our  oonntiy ;  yet 
the  apiiit  of  mtttoal  regard  and  of  &ithfal  adherence 
to  existing  compacts  has  oontinued  to  prevail  In  onr 
eaancna,  and  never  kmg  been  absent  from  onr  con- 
duct. We  have  learned  by  experience  a  fraitfiil 
lesson :  that  an  impfidt  and  tmdeviating  adherence 
to  the  principles  on  whidi  we  set  out  can  carry  us 
pnwperoosly  tmward,  throng  all  the  conflicts  of  dr- 
emnttanees  and  the  vicjssitndeg  inseparable  from  the 
bpseof  yean. 

Theaoooess  that  has  thoa  attoided  oar  great  ex- 
periment is,  in  itaeli^  a  sufficient  caaae  for  gratitode, 
OB  aceount  of  the  happiness  it  has  actnally  oonferred, 
and  die  example  it  has  unanswerably  given.  But 
to  ma,  my  fellow-dtizens,  looking  forward  to  the  far- 
&taiit  ftitore,  with  ardent  prayers  and  eonflding 
hi^es,  tl^  retrospect  preamta  a  ground  for  atiU 
deeper  delight.  It  impresses  on  my  mind  a  firm 
beitef  that  the  perpetui^  of  otir  instttoliona  depends 
opoo  oorselves ;  that,  if  w«  maintain  die  principles 
on  wUcfa  they  were  eatabliAed,  they  are  destined  to 
eonfer  tiieir  benefits  on  eoontleis  graietations  yet  to 
some ;  and  Aat  America  will  pnaent  to  every  friend 
of  mankind  the  dieering  proof  that  a  popular  Gov- 
enmient,  wisely  formed,  is  wanting  in  no  element  of 
•adaraBce  or  strength.  Fifty  years  ago,  its  rapid 
&ihire  was  boliBy  predicted.  Latent  and  oncontrol- 
lable  causes  of  djssotntion  were  supposed  to  exist, 
even  by  the  wise  and  good ;  and  not  only  (fid  un- 
friendly or  speculativa  theorista  anticipate  for  na  the 
fat«  of  past  repobUos,  bvt  the  fears  of  many  an 
honest  patriot  overbalanced  his  sanguine  hopes. 
Look  back  on  these  forebodings,  not  hastily,  bnt  re- 
taetanUy  made,  and  see  liow,  fai  every  instatioe,  they 
hatTe  oomplstely  failed. 

.  An  impeifeet  eiqierieDoe,  dnrlng  the  straggles  of 
lbs  Bevtdution,  was  siqipased  to  warrant  the  belief 
ttat  the  people  woald  not  bear  the  taxation  leqoisite 
to  disdMuge  an  immetise  public  debt  already  in- 
evrred,  andf  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the 
Oorerament.  The  cost  of  two  wars  has  been  paid, 
not  only  without  a  nnirmar,  but  with  nneqaalled 
alMrf^.    No  •a*  ii  BOW  tea  to  doobt  tfai* 


burden  will  be  cheerfolly  borne  that  may  be  neces- 
sary to  sustain  our  civil  institutions,  or  guard  our 
honor  or  our  welfare.  Indeed,  all  experience  has 
shown  that  the  willingness  of  the  people  to  contribute 
to  these  ends,  in  cases  of  emergency,  has  uniformly 
OUtnm  the  cuniidencc  of  their  representaUvea. 

In  the  eariy  stages  of  the  new  Government,  when 
all  felt  the  impoiiing  influence  as  they  recognized  tho 
unequalled  services  of  the  first  President,  it  was  a 
common  sentiment,  that  the  great  woij;fat  of  his  char- 
acter could  olunc  bind  the  di:icordaut  materials  of 
our  Govomment  together,  and  save  us  from  the  vio- 
lence of  contending  factions.  Since  his  death  nearly 
forty  years  are  gone.  Party  exasperation  lias  been 
oftcm  carried  to  \ii  highest  point ;  the  virtue  and 
the  fortitude  of  the  people  have  sometimes  been 
gready  tried ;  yet  our  system,  purified  and  enhanced 
in  value  by  all  it  has  encountered,  still  preserves  its 
spirit  of  free  and  feariess  discussion,  blended  with 
unimpaired  fraternal  feeling. 

The  capadty  of  the  people  for  self-government, 
and  their  willingness,  from  a  high  sense  of  duty,  and 
without  thoae  exhibitions  of  coerdve  power  so  gener- 
ally employed  in  other  countries,  to  submit  to  all 
needful  restraints  and  exactions  of  the  munidpal  law, 
have  also  been  favorably  exemplified  in  the  liistory 
of  the  American  States.  Occasionally,  it  is  tme, 
the  ardw  of  public  sentiment,  oatmnning  the  regular 
progress  of  the  jodicial  tribunals,  or  seeking  to  reach 
cases  not  denounced  as  criminal  by  the  exiting  law, 
has  diqilayed  itself  in  a  manner  calculated  to  give 
pain  to  the  friends  of  free  government,  and  to  en- 
courage the  hopes  of  those  who  wish  for  its  over- 
throw. These  occurrences,  however,  have  been  far 
leas  iVequent  in  our  coimtoy  than  in  any  other  of 
equal  population  on  the  globe ;  and,  with  the  dilAt- 
sion  of  intdligence,  it  may  well  tw  hoped  that  they 
will  constantiy  diminish  in  frequency  and  violenee. 
nie  genecoos  patriotism  and  sound  common  sense  of 
tlie  great  mass  of  onr  fellow-dtixens  will  assuredly, 
in  time,  produce  this  fesult ;  for  as  every  assumption 
of  illegal  power  not  only  wounds  the  majesty  of  the 
law,  but  furnishes  a  pretext  for  abridging  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  the  latter  have  the  most  direct  and 
permanent  interest  in  preserving  the  landmarks  of 
social  order,  and  maintaining,  on  all  oocasions,  the 
inviolability  of  those  CMistitntional  and  legal  provi- 
sions whioh  tiiey  themselves  have  made. 

In  ssupposed  unfitness  of  our  institutions  for  tiiose 
hostile  emeigendes  which  no  country  can  always 
avoid,  their  friends  found  a  fhiitful  source  of  appre- 
hension, their  enemies  of  hope.  While  they  fbroaw 
less  promptness  of  action  than  in  Governments  dif* 
ferentiy  formed,  they  overiooked  the  far  mora  im- 
portant oonskleration  that,  vrith  us,  war  could  never 
be  the  result  of  individual  or  irresponsible  will ;  but 
muft  be  a  measure  of  redress  for  iqjuries  sustdned, 
volnntuily  resorted  to  by  those  who  were  to  bear 
the  neoesMry  sacrifice,  who  would  conseqoentiy  feel 
an  imfividuai  interest  in  the  contest,  and  whose 
energy  would  be  commensurate  with  the  diffieulties 
to  be  encountered.  Actual  events  have  proved 
their  oror ;  the  last  war,  &r  from  impairing,  gave 
new  oonfideiioe  to  our  Govenment ;  and,  amid  re- 
cent  ^>prdieBnons  of  a  sindlar  conflict,  we  saw  that 
the  energies  of  our  country  would  not  be  wanting  in 
ample  season  to  vindicate  ita  ri^ts.  We  may  not 
possess,  aa  we  diould  not  desire  to  possess,  the  ex- 
tended aad  ever-ready  military  omnhntio»of  othw 
nations ;  we  may  oocamonally  suffer  in  the  otitsst  fbr 
ttw  want  of  it;  bat  among  oorselvss,  all  doubt  opus 
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thia  gnat  point  has  ceased,  while  a  aalutarjr  ezperi- 
ewM  will  prerent  a  oontiaiy  opinion  trcxa  inriting 
aggieaaion  from  abrowi. 

Certain  danger  was  foretold  from  the  extension  of 
our  territorjr,  ue  multiplication  of  States,  and  the  in- 
erease  of  population.  Our  system  was  supposed  to 
be  axlapted  only  to  boondaiies  comparatirely  narrow. 
These  have  been  widened  beyond  conjecture;  the 
members  of  our  confederacy  are  already  doubled ; 
and  the  nnmbers  of  our  people  are  incredibly  aug- 
mented. The  alleged  causes  of  danger  have  long 
surpassed  anticipation,  but  none  of  the  consequences 
hare  followed.  The  power  and  influence  of  the  re- 
poblic  have  risen  to  a  nei^t  obvious  to  all  mankind ; 
napeet  for  its  authority  was  not  more  apparent  at 
its  andent  than  it  is  at  its  present  limits ;  new  and 
inexhanatible  sources  of  general  prosperity  have  been 
opened ;  the  effects  of  Sstaoce  have  b^  averted 
1^  the  inventive  genius  of  our  people,  developed  and 
fostered  by  the  spirit  of  oar  institutions,  and  the  en- 
larged variety  and  amount  of  interests,  productions, 
sua  poianits,  have  strengthened  the  chain  of  mutual 
dependoice,  and  formed  a  circle  of  mutual  benefits 
too  i4>parent  ever  to  be  overiooked. 

In  justly  balancing  the  powers  of  the  Federal  and 
State  authorities,  difficulties  neariy  insurmountable 
arose  at  the  ontset,  and  subsequent  collisions  were 
deemed  inevitable.  Amid  these,  it  was  scarcely  be- 
lieved possible  that  a  scheme  of  government,  so  com- 
plex in  conBtTucti(Hi,  could  remam  nnimured.  From 
time  to  time  embarrassments  have  certamly  occurred ; 
but  how  just  is  the  confidence  in  future  safety  im- 
parted by  the  knowledge  that  each  in  succession  has 
been  happily  removed.  Overiooking  partial  and 
temporary  evils,  as  inseparable  from  the  practical 
operation  of  all  human  institutions,  and  looking  only 
to  the  general  result,  every  patriot  has  reason  to  be 
Batiafied.  While  the  Federal  Qovernment  has  suc- 
cessfully performed  its  ^)propriate  flinctions  in  re- 
lation to  foreign  affiurs  and  concerns  evidentiy  na- 
tional, that  of  every  State  has  Hmaikably  improved 
in  protecting  and  developing  local  interests  and  in- 
dividual welfare ;  and  if  the  vibrations  of  authority 
have  occasionally  tended  too  much  towards  one  or 
the  other,  it  is  unquestionably  certain  that  the  ulti- 
mate operation  of  the  entire  system  has  been  to 
strengthen  all  the  existing  institutions,  and  to  elevate 
our  whole  country  in  prosperity  and  renown. 

The  last,  pertiape  the  greatest,  of  the  prominent 
aoorces  of  discord  and  disaster  supposed  to  lurk  in 
oar  political  condition,  was  the  institution  of  domestic 
slavery.  Our  forefathers  were  deeply  impressed 
with  tLe  delicacy  of  this  subject,  and  they  treated  it 
with  a  forbearance  so  evidently  wise,  that,  in  spite 
of  every  sinister  foreboding,  it  never,  until  the  pres- 
ent period,  disturbed  the  tranquillity  of  our  common 
country.  Such  a  result  is  suffident  evidence  of  (he 
hutice  and  the  patriotism  of  their  coaise  :  it  is  evi- 
dence, not  to  be  mistaken,  that  an  adherence  to  it 
can  prevent  all  embarrassment  from  this,  as  well  as 
from  every  other  anticipated  cause  of  difficulty  or 
danger.  Have  not  recent  events  made  it  obvious  to 
the  slightest  reflection,  that  the  least  deviation  from 
this  spirit  of  forbearance  is  injurious  to  every  inter- 
est, that  of  humanity  included  ?  Amidst  the  violence 
of  excited  passions,  this  generous  and  fraternal  feeling 
baa  been  sometimes  disregarded ;  and,  standing  as  I 
now  do  before  my  countrymen  in  this  high  place  of 
honor  and  of  trust,  I  cannot  refrain  from  anxiously 
invoking  my  fellow-dtixras  never  to  be  deaf  to  its 
dictatM.    Perodving,  before  mj  election,  the  deep 


interest  this  subject  was  b^pnning  to  exdte,  I  bsi 
lieved  it  a  solemn  duty  fully  to  make  known  my  aoi. 
timents  in  regard  to  it ;  and  now,  when  every  motin 
for  misrepresentation  has  passed  away,  I  tnut  tint 
they  will  be  candidly  weired  and  understood  At 
least,  they  will  be  my  standard  of  conduct  in  the  padi 
before  me.  I  then  declared  that,  if  the  desre  of 
those  of  my  countrymen  who  were  favorable  to  my 
election  was  gratified,  "  I  must  go  into  the  pteaideo- 
tial  chah:  the  inflenble  and  tmownpromiimg  op- 
ponent of  every  attempt,  on  the  part  of  Congtea,  to 
abolish  slavery  m  the  IKstrict  of  Columbia,  tg^ 
the  wishes  of  tiie  slaveholding  States ;  and  alto  with  a 
determination  equally  dedded  to  resist  the  sli^iteat 
interference  with  it  in  the  States  where  it  eiiiti." 
I  submitted  also  to  my  feilow-dtizens,  with  iiihiea 
and  fivnkness,  the  reasons  which  led  me  to  thii 
determination.  The  result  authorizes  me  to  bdiere 
that  they  have  been  approved,  and  are  confided  in, 
by  a  minority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in- 
duding  those  whom  they  most  immediatdy  affect  B 
now  odIj  remains  to  add,  that  no  bill  conflictiiig  with 
these  views  can  ever  recdve  my  constitntional  ate- 
tion.  These  opinions  have  been  adopted  in  the  firn 
belief  that  they  are  in  accordance  with  tiie  q)irit  tint 
actuated  the  venerated  fathers  of  the  repuhlic,  and 
that  succeeding  experience  has  proved  tbem  to  be 
humane,  patriotic,  expedient,  honorable,  and  jiuL 
If  the  as^tion  of  this  sutgect  was  intended  to  read 
the  stalwity  of  oar  institutions,  enon^  baa  oocmred 
to  show  that  it  has  dgnally  failed ;  and  that  in  thia, 
as  in  every  other  instance,  the  i^prdiennona  of  tbe 
timid  and  the  hopes  of  the  wicked  for  the  deatne- 
tion  of  oar  Oovemment  are  again  destined  to  be  dli- 
appointed.  Here  and  there.  Indeed,  scenes  of  ivf 
gerous  exdtement  have  occurred;  terrifying  in- 
stances of  local  violence  have  been  witnessed ;  and  i 
reddess  disregard  of  the  consequences  (tf  their  con- 
duct haa  exposed  individuals  to  popular  indignation; 
but  ndther  mniwcn  of  the  people,  nor  sections  of  <)>• 
country,  have  been  swerved  from  their  devotion  to 
the  bond  of  onion,  and  the  principles  it  baa  made 
sacred.  It  will  be  ever  thus.  Such  attempts  at 
dangerous  sgitation  may  periodically  retnni,  bat 
with  each  the  object  will  be  better  undastood.  Tliat 
predominating  affection  for  our  political  s;M>a 
which  prevaila  throagboat  oar  territorial  limita; 
that  calm  and  enli^tened  judgment  whidi  ultinatdy 
governs  our  people  as  one  vast  body,  will  alwaji  I* 
at  hand  to  resist  Hid  control  every  effort,  foreign  or 
domestic,  which  aims  or  would  lead  to  overthrow  oo 
inetitutioDS. 

What  can  be  more  gratifying  than  sadi  a  leM- 
^)ect  as  this  I  We  lo<*  back  on  obetades  avoided, 
and  dangers  overcome ;  on  expectations  man  vm 
realized,  and  proroerity  perfectiy  secured.  To  tte 
hopes  of  the  hostile,  tiie  fears  of  the  timid,  and  the 
doubts  of  the  anxious,  actual  experience  has  gi<a> 
tiie  condurive  reply.  We  have  seen  time  P*^^ 
dispel  every  unfavorable  foreboding,  and  our  eon* 
tution  surmoont  every  adverse  dreomstanoe,  dreaded 
at  the  outset  as  beyond  oontroL  Present  excitenient 
will,  at  all  times,  magnify  present  dangers;  but  tree 
philoeoidiy  most  teadi  us  that  none  more  ^l"^*^ 
ing  than  the  past  can  remain  to  be  overcome;^  awl 
we  ought,  for  we  have  just  reason,  to  en*^!**  *" 
abiding  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  hBtitnnon^ 
and  an  entire  oonviotion  that,  if  administered intM 
true  fwm,  diaracter,  and  ^irit,  in  which  ^^^U^ 
established,  they  are  abundantiy  adequate  to  P"*^ 
(ouaandoardiUdren  theridi  UasBngi  already  dfr 
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rired  from  them  ;  to  make  cor  belored  I&Dd,  for  a 
tbooaand  eenenttiona,  that  choaen  spot  where  hap- 
pineas  aprmga  from  a  perfect  eqoalitj  of  politk»l 

I^tSL 

Fcv  myself,  therefore,  I  desire  to  dedare,  that  the 
principle  that  will  gqrrera  me,  in  the  high  duty  to 
irtach  my  comitry  cub  me,  is  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitation,  as  it  was  de- 
signed by  ^Kise  wlio  &amed  it  Looking  back  to  it  as 
a  sacred  instrument,  careiully  and  not  easily  flwned ; 
remembering  that  it  was  througfaoat  a  work  of  eon- 
ceasioD  and  compromise  ;  viewing  it  as  limited  to  na- 
tiooal  oty'ects  ;  regarding  it  as  leaving  to  the  people 
and  &e  States  all  power  not  explicitly  parted  wiu ; 
I  AaU  endeavor  to  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  it, 
by  anxioasly  referring  to  its  provision  for  direction  in 
everr  action.  To  matters  of  domestic  concernment 
wbaai  it  baa  intrusted  to  the  Federal  Government, 
and  to  socfa  as  relate  to  our  intercourse  with  foreign 
tm&ma,  I  shall  zealoudy  devote  myself;  beyond 
Ooae  limits  I  diall  never  pass. 

To  enter,  on  this  occasion,  into  a  iMher  or  more 
ninute  exposition  of  my  views  on  the  various  ques- 
liaos  of  domestic  policy,  would  be  as  obtrodve  ss  it 
is  probably  unexpected.  Before  the  suflWtgte  of  my 
countrymen  were  conferred  upon  me,  I  submitted  to 
them,  with  great  precision,  my  opimons  on  all  the 
most  prominent  of  these  subjects  These  opinions 
I  eiiall  endeavor  to  carry  out  with  my  utmost  ability. 

Our  course  of  foreign  policy  has  been  so  uniform 
and  intdli^ble  as  to  constitnte  a  rule  at  ezecntive 
conduct  which  leaves  little  to  my  discretion,  unless, 
indeed,  I  were  willing  to  run  counter  to  the  lights  of 
experienoe  and  the  known  opinions  of  my  eonsti- 
toents.  We  leduioasly  cultivate  the  fitendsfaip  of 
•n  nati<ns,  ss  the  condition  most  compatible  with 
oar  wel&ie  and  the  principles  of  our  Ck>vetnment. 
We  dedine  aUiances,  as  adverse  to  our  peace.  We 
desre  commercial  relations  on  equal  terms,  being 
ever  willing  to  give  a  fair  equivalent  for  advantages 
received.  We  endeavor  to  conduct  our  intercourse 
with  openness  and  sincerity  ;  promptly  avowing  our 
objects,  and  seeking  to  establish  that  mutual  mmk- 
Bess  which  is  as  beneficial  in  the  dealings  of  nations 
as  of  men.   We  have  no  dlqiosition,  and  we  disclaim 
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all  right,  to  meddle  in  disputes,  whether  internal  or 
foreign,  that  may  molest  other  ooontries  ;  regarding 
them,  in  their  actual  state,  as  social  ooramnnitiea, 
and  preserving  a  strict'  nentrality  in  all  their  oontro- 
ventes.  Well  knowing  the  tried  valor  of  oar  peo- 
ple, and  our  exhaustiess  resources,  we  neither  antici- 
pate nor  fear  any  designed  aggression ;  and,  in  tiie 
consdousnesB  of  oar  own  just  conduct,  we  fad  a  se- 
curity that  we  shall  never  be  called  upon  to  exert 
our  determination,  never  to  permit  an  invasion  of 
oar  rights  without  punishment  or  redress. 

In  u^roadung,  then,  in  the  presence  <^my  as- 
sembled countrymen,  to  make  tiie  solemn  pnnnise 
that  yet  remains,  and  to  pledge  myself  that  I  win 
faitbftilly  execute  the  oflSoe  I  am  about  to  iUl,  I  bring 
with  me  a  settied  purpose  to  maintun  the  institations 
of  my  country,  which,  I  trast,  will  atone  for  tba 
errors  I  commit 

In  receiving  from  the  pe<^e  the  sacred  trust  twios 
confided  to  my  illustrious  predecessor,  and  whidi  he 
has  discharged  so  faithfully  and  so  well,  I  know  that 
I  cannot  expect  to  perform  the  arduous  tadc  with 
equal  ability  and  success.  But,  united  as  I  have 
l>een  in  his  councils,  a  daily  witness  of  his  exdnsive 
and  unsurpassed  devotion  to  his  country's  wdfiure, 
agreeing  with  him  in  sentiments  which  his  countiy- 
men  have  warmly  supported,  and  permitted  to  par- 
take largely  of  his  confidence,  I  may  hope  that  some- 
what of  the  same  dieering  approbation  wiU  be  fmmd 
to  attend  npon  my  patlL  For  him  I  bat  ezpieH^ 
with  my  own,  the  widies  of  all — that  he  may  yet  long 
live  to  eqjoy  the  brilliant  evening  of  his  wdl'^>eiit 
life ;  and,  for  myself,  consdous  of  but  one  dedic, 
faithfully  to  serve  my  country,  I  throw  mysdf,  with- 
out fear,  on  its  justice  and  its  kindness.  Beyond 
that  I  only  look  to  the  gracious  protection  of  the 
Divine  Being,  whose  strei^thenlng  support  I  humbly 
solidt,  and  whom  I  fervently  pray  to  look  down 
upon  us  all.  Xay  it  be  among  tiie  diBpensati<n>B  of 
His  providence  to  Mess  our  beloved  country  widi 
honors  and  with  length  of  days ;  may  her  ways  Iw 
ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  be  peace. 
HASTES  VAN  BUSES. 
ILlkcb  4, 1831. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS-SECOIH)  SESSION. 


PBOCEBDINOS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


MoBDAT,  December  6, 1886. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  Spkakkb  (Hon.  Jambs 
E.  PoiK  of  Tenneeaee)  took  the  ohiur,  and  call- 
ed the  Honse  to  order. 

The  roll  of  members  having  been  called  over 
by  the  Olerk,  (Waltkb  S.  Fbanxuk  Esq.,)  and 
A  qnomm  being  found  in  attendance,  the  House 
proceeded  to  business,  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, Jointlj  with  a  committee  of  the  Senate, 
to  wut  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  of  the  organization  of  the  two 
Honaea,  and  their  readiness  to  reoelve  any  oom- 
nnmioatioa  fhun  him. 


TuKSDAT,  December  6. 

The  Hon.  JoEcr  Youho,  elected  a  member 
flrom  the  State  of  New  York,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Philo 
0.  FnUer,  appeared  this  day,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Fbabcb  informed  the  Honse  that 
the  joint  committee  appointed  on  yesterday  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  had 
performed  their  duty ;  and  that  they  had  been 
directed  by  Oie  President  to  say  that,  at  12 
o'clock  this  day,  he  would  make  a  communica- 
tion, in  writing,  to  both  Houses.  (See  Senate 
proceedings  of  this  date.) 

'WxDNssDAT,  December  7. 
Death  of  Mr.  Diehton. 
Ifr.  CiAiBOBNK,  of  Mississippi,  addreoMd  the 
House  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  It  is  only  a  few  years  since  I 
witnessed  from  that  gallery  the  alfecting  hon- 
ors paid  to  the  remains  of  a  distinguished 
Bepresentative  from  the  State  of  MississippL* 


*  Hon.  Christopher  BanUn. 


Since  that  period,  she  has  lost  two  sons,* 
eminent  for  talents  in  the  public  serrioe,  and 
you  are  now  called  on  to  render  the  last  homage 
to  the  memory  of  another.  The  time  that  hu 
intervened  since  the  death  of  my  lamented  ool- 
leagne  saves  me  the  painful  duty  of  being  the 
first  to  oommonicate  it  to  his  friends,  now 
present  He  died,  sir,  as  he  had  lived,  throogh 
a  life  of  extraordinary  vicissitudes,  with  chara&- 
teristio  fortitude,  with  but  one  wish  angraUS«d 
— a  wish  so  natural  to  the  human  heart— thit, 
in  his  dark  hour  of  dissolution,  he  might  te 
supported  by  his  nearest  and  beet  beloved,  lad 
the  cherished  beings  that  grew  up  and  dnitv- 
ed  around  his  fireside. 

Sir,  let  death  come  when  it  will,  in  vhst 
shfme  it  may,  in  the  battle  or  the  shipwreck,  or 
in  tne  solitude  of  the  cloister,  it  is  appalliog  to 
human  contemplation.  But  when  it  overUkes 
us  in  a  distant  land,  and  we  know  that  our  list 
moments  of  agony  and  infirmity  are  to  be  wit- 
nessed by  stranger  eyes,  and  are  conscious  th«t 
we  must  be  carried  down  to  an  unwept  grsre, 
where  no  kindred  dust  shall  mingle  with  onn 
forever,  and  the  last  hope  of  home  and  of  toj- 
ly  fades  from  our  filmed  view,  oh  1  sir,  this  » 
death  I  this  it  is  to  die.  Such  was  the  de«tin7 
of  my  colleague,  "by  strangers  honored  andbf 
strangers  mourned."  His  dying  message  w« 
for  tnoee  broken-hearted  ones,  now  in  widow- 
hood and  orphanage — his  expiring  sigh  a  pray- 
er for  them ! 

Mr  Speaker,  I  shall  pronounce  no  eulogy  on 
thedeaa.  Let  his  history  speak  it.  For  twenty 
years  he  preserved  a  high  position  in  the  pub- 
lic service,  and  died  poorer  than  when  he  en- 
tered it,  leaving  to  his  children  the  riches  of 
an  honorable  name.  If  it  be  praise  to  h»ve 
lived  beloved  and  die  unreproaohed,  then  it » 
due  to  him. 


•  ThomM  B.  BMd  ind  Bob«ft  H.  Adtmi, of  th*  tT.8. 
BmuiU. 
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It  now  onljr  remains  for  ns  to  pay  the  final 
honors  to  his  memorr — sad,  because  it  seems 
like  breaking  the  last  link  that  binds  the  living 
to  the  dead;  solemn,  when  we  reflect  how 
soon,  how  verjr  soon,  some  Mend  now  present 
nay  invoke  this  same  tribute  for  oorselves  I 

I  offer  yon,  sir,  the  following  resolution : 

Saolttd,  That,  in  testfanoDj  of  their  req)eot  for 
tlie  memorj  of  Datid  Dicesoh,  late  a  RepresentatiTe 
from  the  State  <rf  XisBfasii^  the  membos  of  this 
Boose  vill  wear  crape  for  one  month. 

This  reeQlatio&  was  onaoimoasly  agreed  to. 

Leatk  qf  General  Coffee,  of  Georgia. 

Xr.  HiLTins,  of  Georgia,  addressed  the  chair 
M  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker :  On  me  has  devolved  the  monm- 
fiil  duty  of  annonndng  to  this  House  the  death 
(rf  one  of  its  members,  my  friend  and  colleague, 
the  Hon.  John  Gorriai,  of  Georna.  For  a  con- 
liderable  portion  of  the  last  seanon  of  Congress 
he  labored  nnder  severe  indi^Hwition.  whidk  at 
di£krentperiods  detained  him  from  tne  service 
of  the  House.  Although  his  symptoms  were 
n  mitigated  before  the  adjournment  as  to  ena- 
ble Mm  to  resnme  the  regular  discharge  of  his 
official  duties,  no  radical  amendment  had  taken 
place,  and  with  gradually  increasing  force  his 
msease  dosed  his  existence,  in  the  bosom  of 
his  fuuily,  in  the  month  <A  September  last. 

In  gpeiaking  of  a  departed  friend  and  ool- 
leagde,  ttie  language  of  eology  might  be  excus- 
ed; but  to  those  who  have  been  assodated 
wj^  General  Oonn  in  the  labors  of  this 
House,  tat  the  last  three  years,  such  language 
would  be  tmneoessary. 

Suffice  it  to  eay  that,  ia  his  domestic  and  so^ 
dal  relations,  he  was  eminentiy  characterized 
\sj  affectionate  kindness  and  courtesy,  and  that 
raUic  duties  -were  discharged  with  honor  to 
Aimielf  and  fidelity  to  his  country.  As  the 
imal  msrk  (A  respect,  I  offer  the  following  res- 
ototioos: 

JZanJwd^  mutntiRoiMty,  That  thi^  House  has  re- 
omed  with  the  liveliest  sensibility  the  annunciation 
of  the  death  <rf  the  Hon.  John  Ciorras,  a  Bepresent- 
atire  &om  the  State  of  Geor^ 

iaoivei,  unanimoudy.  That  this  House  tenders 
to  (be  relatives  of  the  deceased  the  ezpreadon  of 
iti  sjmpaihy  on  this  mournful  event ;  and,  as  a  tes- 
timony of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
flu  memben  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
Aiitydayi. 

These  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed 
to;  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Oushxax, 
The  House  a^joomed. 


Tecbsdat,  December  8, 
The  Madieen  Paper*. 
The  following  Message  in  writing  was  re- 


edved  flrom  the  President  of  the  United  States : 
2b  tie  StHoU  and  Hcmi  of  Sepretentatiuet  : 
Itnoanit,  hezewith,  copies  of  my  oorrespondenoe 


with  Un.  Hadiaon,  prodooed  by  the  resolution 
adopted  at  the  last  seasion  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  on  the  decease  of  her  venerated 
husband.    The  ooeaidon  seems  to  be  ^)propriate  to 

firesent  a  letter  from  her  on  the  snlgect  of  the  pnb- 
Ication  of  a  wotk  of  great  political  interest  and  aMl- 
ity,  careflilly  prepared  by  Mr.  Kadison's  own  hand, 
under  circumstances  that  give  it  claims  to  be  consid- 
ered as  Httle  leas  than  oiBciaL 

Congress  has  already,  at  c(nisiderable  expense,  pab- 
lAed,  m  a  variety  of  forms,  the  naked  joomala  of 
the  revdntionary  Congress,  and  of  the  conventiona 
that  fonued  the  OoDstitation  of  the  United  States.  I 
am  persuaded  that  the  wotk  of  Kr.  Uadisrai,  consid- 
ering the  author,  the  8nbieot.matter  of  it,  and  the 
circumstances  nnder  whidi  it  was  prepared — long 
withheld  from  the  public  as  it  has  beoi  by  those  mo- 
tives of  personal  kindness  and  delicacy  that  gave  tone 
to  his  intercourse  with  bis  feUow-men  until  be  and 
all  iriio  had  been  partidpatoia  with  fahn  hi  the  aoenea 
he  describes  have  passed  away — well  deserves  to  be- 
come tiie  propraty  of  the  nation ;  and  cannot  Cdl,  if 
published  and  diasembiated  at  the  pubUo  chaige,  to 
confer  the  most  important  of  all  beDeflis  on  the  pres- 
ent and  every  succeeding  generation — accniate  biowl- 
edge  of  the  prinoiplea  of  their  Oovermnent,  and 
tiie  circumstances  under  which  tlMy  were  reocn- 
mended,  and  imbodied  in  the  constitution  for  adop* 
tion. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
DacniBia  6,  1836. 

The  Message,  having  been  read,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Pattos,  referred  to  the  proposed 
Joint  Ck>mmittee  on  the  Library,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Death  qfJfr.  Xinnard. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  LiJUana,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  Painful  as  the  duty  may  be,  it 
is  mine  of  this  morning  to  announce  to  the 
House  the  decease  of  anc^er  of  its  members. 

My  friend  and  oolleagne,  the  Hon.  GioBoa 
L.  EsssiXD,  died  at  Cincinnati  on  the  26th  nlL, 
after  a  few  days  of  suffering  much  more  severe 
than  ordinarily  falls  to  the  lot  of  mankind  in 
passing  that  dread  ordeaL  The  immediate 
cause  of  his  death  is  perhaps  well  known  to 
this  House  and  to  the  country.  It  was  his 
misfortune  to  suffer  from  one  of  those  I4>palling 
accidents  which  are  of  but  too  frequent  recur- 
rence upon  our  steamboats,  by  the  bursting  of 
their  machinery.  He,  too,  like  one  of  our  aa- 
sociates  whose  death  was  announced  on  yester- 
day, died  among  strangers,  yet  amcmg  frieikda 
At  the  hospitable  mansion  of  ^e  Hon.  Robert 
T.  Lytle,  (where  he  paid  the  great  debt  of  na- 
ture,) he  received  the  most  unremitting  atten- 
tion and  kindness,  as  also  the  most  unwearied 
services  of  those  who  rank  among  the  first  ia 
the  profession  of  medicine ;  but  all  would  not 
do;  the  omnipotent  flat  had  gone  forth  by 
which  he  was  called  from  the  service  of  his 
country  to  the  service  of  his  God.  Had  I 
studied  by  set  phrase  to  pass  a  eulogy  upon  his 
character,  I  should  find  words  too  cold,  laa- 
goage  too  inexpressive,  to  do  justice  to  his  vhr- 
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tnes.  It  was  1117  good  fortone  to  be  favored 
for  many  years  with  his  ac(]iudntanoe,  and  to 
abare  lai^elj  in  his  fnendship.  With  a  clear 
aod  disoruninating  mind,  an  nonest  heart,  and 
an  nntiriiig  industry,  he  had  elevated  himself  to 
the  highest  seat  in  the  affections  of  those  who 
knew  Lim  best.  In  all  the  varied  relations  of 
life,  (to  which  he  was  about  to  add  another  of 
•  BnanA  and  req>onsibIe  character,)  he  sostain- 
•d  the  most  misnllied  reputation,  leaving  to  the 
world  indnbitable  evidence,  not  only  that  he 
was  a  man  of  hi^  attainments,  but  that  he  was 
emphatically  one  of  God's  noblest  works — an 
honest  man. 

Mr.  D.  then  sabmitted  the  following  resoln- 
tions,  which  were  nnanimonslj  adoptM : 

JUiohed,  That  at  a  teetimonial  of  lespect  for  the 
■lemoiy  of  the  Hon.  GiosaE  L.  Kikkabd,  late  a 
member  of  tids  Hooae  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  the 
members  of  this  body  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  ann 
Ik  thirty  days. 

RttotvetL,  That  the  oomiec&>iis  and  constitQenta  of 
lb.  EunusD  are  joined  in  tlie  sinoerest  condolence 
fcr  the  low  of  that  inteatimaUe  man  to  them,  to  as, 
tod  to  die  oomitiy. 

The  Honse  adjourned. 


MoKDAT,  December  12. 

D^potit  with  the  Slatei— Motion  to  releate  Uum 
from  it*  Settoration. 

Mr.  MxBOKB  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Wa^rs  and  Xeans 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  amend  the  13th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  last  aenion  of  Congress,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  r^ulate  the  depodts  of  ue  public 
money,"  by  releasing  the  several  States  who  may  re- 
ceive any  part  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United 
States,  in  pursuance  of  that  act,  from  any  obligation 
to  retam  the  same. 

Mr.  MxBOKB,  after  a  few  observations  upon 
the  object  of  this  proposition,  moved  to  post- 
pone tbo  consideration  of  the  reeolntion  till 
Wednesday  week  next,  and  m^e  it  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  that  day. 

Mr.  DimLAP  remarked :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am 
opposed  to  the  gentieman's  resolution  being 
made  the  special  order  of  this  Honse.  The  res- 
olution involves  a  very  important  question,  to 
wit,  the  power  of  Congress  to  distribute  the 
surplus  revenue.  This  important  constitutional 
question  was  avoided  at  the  last  session,  and 
now  it  is  intended  to  be  brought  up,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  all  otiier  business.  The  States  have 
the  money,  and  may  do  what  they  please  with 
it,  and  I  wish  the  discussion  of  this  subject  to 
be  postponed  imtil  a  long  session  of  Congress. 
This  will  be  a  very  short  session,  and  should  be 
a  business  session.  I  am  opposed  to  all  unne- 
cessary discussion  at  this  session ;  and  I  desire 
that  the  business  of  the  American  people  should 
be  attended  to.  I  therefore  move  that  the  res- 
olution be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MxBoxB  asked  for  the  yeas  sod  nays  aa 


the  question  of  laying  his  resolution  on  tht 
table ;  which  were  oraered  ;  and  being  takes 
without  debate,  (the  rules  not  admitting  debate 
on  a  motion  to  lay  any  proposition  on  the 
table,)  stood — yeas  126,  nays  78. 

So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  <m  the 
table. 


TuxsDAT,  December  18. 

7%6  Pre*idMfi$  Memage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lotaix,  the  House  resolr- 
ed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Uie 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Adams  in  the  chur,) 
on  the  annual  Mess^  of  the  President  of  tlte 
United  States. 

Bueutiee  Adminiitration. 
Mr.  WiBK  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Rttolfd,  That  so  much  of  the  Freddant'tMeagagt 
as  relates  to  the  condition  of  the  vuions  executiTt 
departments,  the  ability  and  int^iity  with  which 
they  have  been  conducted,  the  vi^lant  and  fiuthM 
disdiaige  of  the  public  baainesa  in  all  of  tbem,  and 
the  causes  of  compUunt,  from  any  quarter,  tt  the 
manner  in  which  they  bare  fulfilled  the  objects  of 
their  creation,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
conast  of  nine  members,  with  power  to  send  for  pe^ 
sons  and  papers,  aod  with  instructions  to  inqmre  into 
the  condition  of  the  various  ezecotiTe  depirlneiita, 
the  aUUty  and  integrity  with  whidi  they  have  beoi 
conducted,  into  the  manner  in  whldi  the  publie^iiai- 
nesB  has  been  discharged  in  all  of  them,  and  into  ill 
causes  of  oomidaiDt,  from  any  qnartei,  at  the  nts- 
ner  in  whidi  said  departments,  or  their  brniDea  cr 
offices,  or  any  of  tbeir  officera  or  tgenta,  of  erery  de- 
scription whatever,  directly  or  incurectly  ooanertei 
with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially,  ia 
duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled 
or  fail^  to  accomplish  Uie  objects  of  their  creation, 
or  have  violated  their  duties,  or  have  injured  or  !m- 
pured  the  public  service  and  interest ;  and  that  said 
committee,  in  its  mqniries,  may  refer  to  such  periods 
of  time  as  to  them  may  seem  expedient  and  pnpv. 

Mr.  Win  then  addressed  the  Honse  v  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Oludnnan :  In  submitting  the  resolnjioB 
of  referenoe  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Chair,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  offer  some  reflections  to 
the  Honse  and  to  the  coimtry. 

Sir,  this  paper  is  the  last  annual  message  u 
Andrew  Jackson.  The  contemplation  of  it  ** 
such  is  deeply  affecting  to  the  smcere  lover  of 
him,  and  solemnly  moumfhl  to  the  honest  loTtf 
of  his  cotmtry. 

What  should  the  last  annual  message  ofAn- 
drew  Jackson  have  been!  Who  is  he,  wiat 
has  he  been!  The  answer  to  this  qnestiaB 
ought  to  determine  what  this  last  act  of  its 
kind  of  his  should  have  been. . 

A  man  of  humble  but  req>eot^le  origin,  be 
was  bom  in  the  times  of  his  country's  travail 
for  independence.  His  precocious  spirit  0^^ 
sistance  to  oppression  marked  his  infant  body 
with  the  scars  of  the  Revolution.  After  the 
times  which  tried  m^s  souls  had  passed  away ; 
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ifter  tlw  blessings  of  freedom  had  been  secured 
bf  an  the  mnniments  of  the  institntions  of  oor 
fttbers,  the  fruits  of  peace,  and  virtue,  and 
wisdom,  and  jealous  patriotism ;  after  varied 
ind  chequered  scenes  of  private  and  public  life, 
vtAee  a  destiny  adverse  only  •so  &r  as  it  was 
ftn  of  dangersL  in  games  not  Olympic,  in  oon- 
tetts  not  heroic,  ve  find  him  in  the  midst  of 
Mb  ooontry's  second  troubles  a  citizen  soldier, 
a  m^or-general  of  the  army  of  the  republic. 

He  "  was  ambitions  of  fame ;  and  as  long  aa 
minUnd  shall  continue  to  bestow  more  liberal 

r'  inse  on  their  destroyers  than  on  their  ben- 
ors,  the  thirst  of  military  ^ry  will  ever 
be  the  vice  of  the  most  exalted  characters." 
A  bold,  energetic,  and  dauntless  commander, 
Iw  carried  conqn«st,  in  spite  of  all  dangers  and 
£ffi<nlties,  into  the  wilderness  of  the  savage 
tribes  of  the  Sonthem  frontier ;  was  the  daring 
but  saocessftil  and  Justified  invader  of  a  neutral 
terrikiry,  and  finally  "  fiUed  the  measure  of  his 
Montry's  glory  "  in  defence  of  Orleans  where 
be  tsBomed  to  be  the  arbiter  of  martial  law, 
the  judge  advocate  of  men's  allegiance — Where 
be  oonqaered  the  conquerors  of  Napoleon — 
wheie  be  professed  and  practised  submission  to 
the  dvO  authority,  and  where  he  acquired  the 
title  <^  Hero.  And  there  was  created,  I  will 
aay, "  a  dear-bought  debt  of  gratitude  "  ttom 
hisooantry. 

"  Hail,  seoond  Saviour  1 "  was  shouted  tmoi 
the  lips  of  every  grateftal  heart,  and  echoed 
from  every  hill  and  valley ;  his  name  was  em- 
blaiooed  Ugh  on  the  rolls  of  imperishable  mil- 
itary fiuae,  and  peace  wa«  qniok  to  hallow  his 
vietoiy.  With  peace  his  warlike  ocoapationfl 
were  gone,  bat  civil  honors  were  showered 
and  thickened  around  him.  From  the  camp  he 
rose  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  chamber — for  then 
the  Senate  chamber  was  higher  than  the  camp. 
He  bore,  or  seemed  to  bear,  his  honors  patient- 
1t;  bat  aQ  that  had  been  done  or  could  be 
done,  it  seemed,  was  not  enough  for  him,  in 
the  estimation  of  a  generous  people.  He  was 
Dominated  for  the  first  place  on  earth — the 
presidency  of  these  united,  sovereign,  and  in- 
dependent States  of  America ;  for  then  these 
States  were  united,  sovereign,  and  independent 
GiTQiaDs  and  statesmen,  of  proudest  names  and 
itatJons,  were  his  competitors;  but  he  was  the 
people's  candidate,  agsmst  men  iu  ofiBce,  agfunst 
Ae  powOTs  that  were,  against  their  intngnea, 
dieir  patronage,  and  their  caucuses;  and  in 
Mnaideration  thereof^  and  of  his  just  appella- 
ti(m  of  Hero,  he  was  most  popular  and  strongest 
ia  the  riondity  of  votes.  He  was  defeated — 
Seated  here,  in  this  hall,  in  the  House  of 
Kepresentativea,  by  men  such  as  we  are — and 
what  we,  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
are,  I  will  not  name — by  means  I  will  not  de- 
■eribe.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  manner 
of  his  defeat  was  not  only  enough  to  insure  his 
«bseqnent  triumph,  but  to  rivet  him  immov- 
iUy,  right  or  wrong,  in  the  hearts  of  his  conn- 
••yinen  forever.  He  became  the  champion  of 
tvpidar  rights  and  the  deotive  franohise,  against 


office-holders  and  office-seekers — ^the  favorite 
pet  of  the  people,  who  was  to  scourge  bribery 
and  corruption,  whose  name  was  to  be  temw 
to  aU  evil-doers,  whose  jxilicy  was  to  be  r^ 
trenchment  and  reform,  by  whom  the  independ- 
ence of  Congress  of  executive  patronage  was 
to  be  maintained,  by  whom  that  patronage  was 
to  be  curtailed  to  harmlesmess,  and  in  whom 
"  the  line  of  safe  precedents  "  was  to  be  broken 
and  destroyed.  He  was  swept  and  rushed 
along  on  the  roaring  tide  of  an  overwhelming 
popularity  high  up  into  office,  on  the  seccnul 
flood,  and  that  popularity  has  never  deserted 
him — ^no  fickleness  m  it,  it  has  never  retired  for 
a  moment;  notwithstanding  strmig  winds  which 
have  blown  from  every  point  of  tha  compass, 
and  (^poring  currents  in  every  direction,  it  has 
continued  to  swell  and  swell,  nntil  it  has  be- 
come a  flood — I  will  not  say  which  threatens 
the  dry  land.  He  came  into  power  pn^eaainc 
and  proclaiming  the  most  severe,  aye,  stoicu 
democratic  principles ;  the  people  confided  in 
him,  were  bound  to  him  the  doeer,  and  havs 
never  wavered  yet  in  their  confidence — I  will 
not  say,  though  he  has  tried  it  to  the  utter- 
most (Tnfortnnately  for  him,  when  he  was 
crowned  with  the  reward  of  his  military  ser- 
vices, and  was  inducted  into  office,  he  not  only 
found  "  competitors  to  be  removed,  enemies  to 
be  punished,^'  but  he  was  beset  by  fi^ends  from 
whom  he  should  have  put  up  prayers  to  be 
saved.  I  will  not  say  that  he  was  lacking  iu 
those  magnanimous  qualifications  of  a  truly 
great  man,  which  alone  could  rid  him  and 
guard  him  fh>m  these  misfortunes — for  man, 
poor  feeble  num,  is  weak  under  the  most  ordi- 
nary temptations,  and  his  virtue  must  be  strong 
who  presides  in  a  palace — but  misfortunes  they 
were. 

So  it  was,  he  was  buoyed  up  in  the  affeotioiM 
of  the  sovereign  people.  Has  he  done  wrong  t 
He  was  popular.  Has  he  done  worse  than 
wrmg  %  He  was  popular,  and  he  was  the 
Presiaent  who  coold  do  no  wrong,  in  whom 
popularity  was  joined  with  power  and  patron- 
age. Has  ruthless  prosmption  for  opiiuon's 
sdte  tamed  fiuthftd  public  servants  out  of  the^ 
employment,  and  snatched  ft«m  the  mouths  oi 
their  families  their  bread  t  We  are  told  the  Pres- 
ident ordered  the  removals^and  the  people  had 
sanctioned  proscription  I  Has  favontiam  fiUed 
the  vacancies  whion  proscription  has  made  with 
the  servile  tools  of  party,  to  do  the  bidding  of 
power?  We  are  told  that  the  Prerident  bad 
need  of  his  own  friends,  and4hat  the  people 
have  sanctioned  the  maxim,  "  that  to  the  'rio- 
tors  belong  the  spoils  I "  Have  the  highest  and 
richest  offices,  worth  more  than  half  of  a  mil- 
lion, been  bestowed  as  rewards  upon  members 
of  Congress,  and  has  "  corruption  become  the 
order  of  the  day  i "  We  are  told  that  the  Pres- 
ident was  the  best  judge  of  the  selection  of 
high  functionaries,  and  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  the  "  order  of  the  day  1  "  As  "  till 
the  reign  of  Severus,  the  virtue  and  even  the 
good  sense  of  the  Emperors  had  been  distio-' 
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ffDished  by  their  seal  or  affected  reverence  for 
the  Boman  Senate,  and  bj  a  tender  regard  to 
the  nice  frame  of  civil  poUoy  instituted  nj  An- 
gnstos,"  80  had  the  virtue  and  even  the  good 
sense  of  preceding  Presidents,  till  the  r^gn 
of  Andrew  Jackson,  been  distinguished  by  their 
seal  and  reverence  for  the  American  Senate, 
and  by  a  tender  regard  for  the  nice  frame  of 
civil  p<dioy  instituted  by  the  fathers  of  our  re- 
pnblic  I  Had  "  his  yonth,"  like  that  of  Sevems, 
"been  trained  in  the  implicit  obedience  of 
oamps,  and  his  riper  years  spent  in  the  despo- 
tism of  military  command  I  could  not  nh 
baaghty  and  inflexible  spirit  discover,  or  would 
be  not  acknowledge,  the  advantage  of  preeerv- 
ing  an  intermediate  power,  however  imaginary, 
between  the  Emperor  and  the  army  f "  As  in 
the  Kign  of  Sevems,  was  "  the  Senate  filled 
with  p<mshed  and  eloquent  slaves  from  the  east- 
cm  (and  I  may  add  southern)  provinces,  who 
JnsMed  personal  flattery  by  speculative  prinoi- 
plee  of  servitude  t "  Have  the  lawyers  of  his 
reign,  whom  I  will  not  call  Papinians  or  Panl- 
nses,  or  Ulpians,  "  concurred  in  teaching  that 
tiie  imperiu  authority  was  held  not  by  the  del- 
egated commission,  but  by  the  irrevocable  rea- 
ignataon  of  the  Senate  ?  and  that  the  Emperor 
might  destroy  vested  rights  and  the  incorpora- 
tions of  law  by  his  mcwIo/"  We  are  told  that 
the  aristocratic  Senate  had  dared  to  offend  the 
migeaty  of  the  President,  and  that  the  people 
have  sanctioned  the  word  "  expunge  I "  Has 
the  independence  of  Congress  been  totally  de- 
itroyed  by  corrupt  bribes  and  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing members  to  office  ?  "We  are  told  that 
the  representatives  of  the  people  are  selected 
to  do  the  will  of  the  President,  and  that  the 
people  have  sanctioned  the  creed  that  there  can 
be  no  treason  to  the  country  so  long  as  there  is 
fidelity  to  "the  party."  Has  the  President "  as- 
sumed the  responsibility,"  seized  the  custody 
and  tin  control  of  the  pnblic  money,  in  defiance, 
of  all  law  imd  precedent,  and  placed  them  in 
the  hands  of  a  traitor  uid  a  perjured  knave  t 
We  are  told  that  the  monster  bank  was  his  en- 
emy, and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  tiie 
"  union  of  the  purse  and  sword."  Has  he  a»- 
samed  to  himself  judicial  powers,  and  the  pre- 
rogative to  admimster  the  laws  and  the  oonsti- 
tation  according  to  his  own  interpretation  and 
bis  own  irresponsible  will!  We  are  told  that 
the  Pre^enrs  conscience  alone  is  c(xicemed 
in  their  execution,  and  tiiat  the  people  have 
sanctioned  in  him  the  power  of  imperial  magis- 
trate. As  imperial  magistrate,  baa  he  "as- 
smned  the  conduct  and  style  of  severely  and 
conqueror,  and  exercised,  without  disguise,  the 
whole  legislative  as  well  as  executive  power  t " 
We  are  told  that  the Preddent  is  "the  Govern- 
ment," and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  the 
pretension  tiiat  all  offices  and  their  powers  are 
his  I  Have  tiie  expenditures  of  his  administra- 
tion increased  and  grown  enormonaly  beyond 
all  example,  to  thirty-eight  millions  team  fifteen 
millions/without  a  cent  of  public  debt  to  be 
paid!    We  are  told  that  the  Prawleot  is  th« 


best  judge  of  the  wants  of  the  coontiy,  and  that 
the  peo]^  have  sanctioned  wasteful  and  profli- 
gate extravagance  I  Have  thousaads  and  hui- 
dreds  of  thousands  been  expended  on  eut 
rooms,  and  gravel  walks,  and  all  the  r^ia  of 
apalace,  in  lact,  for  a  republican  officer  in  form ! 
We  are  told  that  the  President's  court  sbonid 
be  as  splendid  as  any  Eing'&  and  that  fte  peo- 
ple have  sanctioned  royalty  I  Has  the  palioa- 
age  of  the  Federal  Government  been  tremen- 
dously increased,  and  exerted  in  confliut  with 
the  freedom  of  elections  i  We  are  told  that  Ha 
reign  of  the  President  should  be  perpetuated, 
and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  the  inter- 
ference of  office-nolders  with  the  elective  fna- 
chiae  I  Has  the  currency  of  the  country  been 
totally  deranged,  and  is  there  danger  of  a  nni- 
versal  crash  in  trade  and  finance  i  We  are  told 
that  the  President's  golden  experiment  most  be 
folly  tested  to  our  hearts'  content,  and  that  the 
people  have  sanctioned  the  "  inverted  pyramid" 
of  local  bank  paper  rags,  which  threatens  to 
totter  over  our  heads  1  Has  "  the  fine  theory 
of  a'  republic  insensibly  vanished,  and  made 
way  for  the  more  natural  and  substantial  feel- 
ings of  a  monarchy  f  "  We  are  told  that  the 
President  may  be  a  king  by  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  the  people  have  already  consented 
to  the  change  1  Has  the  President  been  "  freed 
from  the  restraint  of  civil  laws  i  can  ho  com- 
mand by  hifl  arbitrary  will  the  Hves  and  kt- 
tunes  of  his  subjects,  and,"  finally,  "  has  he  <B»- 
posed  of  the  empire,  as  of  his  private  patn- 
mony,"  by  nominating  and  electing  his  succes- 
sor J  We  are  told  that  the  President  was  «itj- 
tled  to  his  right  of  election  as  well  as  other 
men,  and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  and 
sabmitted  to  his  dictation  1 

Sir,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  Le^  oo 
one  infer  that  I  am  indulging  in  any  tirsde 
against  the  President,  or  that  I  am  venting  any 
spleen  whatever.  No,  air ;  no.  Far,  far  be  it 
ffom  me  now,  now  when  it  is  too  late,  if  ever 
it  was  right  and  proper,  to  indulge  in  stronger 
invective  against  a  Chief  Magistrate  than  tram 
and  patriot^m  required.  He  of  whom  I  speak 
is,  I  deeply  regret,  liow  lying  on  the  conch  of 
hnman  suffering,  the  last,  I  fear,  from  what  I 
am  told,  of  his  sufferings  in  this  world  of  aot- 
row.  I  too  have  servM  him  with  more  than 
half  the  zeal  I  ever  served  a  more  omnipotent 
master.  He  will,  if  he  Uvea,  soon  retire  ttm 
the  palace  of  power,  and  resign  all  the  pwup 
and  circumstance  of  state  and  station  into  other 
hands,  which  are  to  reign  after  him.  God 
grant,  sir,  that  his  retirement  may  be  Aat 
peaoeftil  and  calm  and  blessed  retirement  from 
the  harassing  cares  of  office,  which  belongs  to 
wisdom,  virtue,  and  the  consciousness  of  ^ijg 
a  pnblic  benefactor — such  as  was  illnstratw  m 
tiie  examples  of  a  Washington  and  a  HadiwHi. 
My  prayer  fervently  ia,  that  he  may  ye'  ^J* 
long  at  his  beloved  Hermitage,  in  the  My 
retreat  erf  his  own  private  sanctuary,  and  gi>eno 
the  decline  of  his  days  in  solemn  refleoQOBi 
vptrn  ib»  Boenaa  sod  events  of  &  long  li&^  vo^ 
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Mtirely  4>eiit  in  deeds  big  -with  the  fate  of  a 
eoontry  he  has  defended,  and  of  its  institations 
"hallowed  hj  the  wisdom  of  sages,  and  oonae- 
ented  by  the  blood  of  heroes."  May  he  live 
I<«g  to  witneas  the  effects  of  his  errors,  if 
orrors  he  has  oommitted,  to  acknowledge  and 
repent  of  th«n,  and  in  like  manner  to  v^oj 
the  blessings  of  his  administration,  if  of  any 
UeasiAgs  it  has  been  fraitfbl.  No,  sir;  my 
iwinning  is  not  now  to  condemn  the  President, 
bat  to  defend  the  peo^e.  This  is  the  sole 
'objeot  of  the  questions  I  have  pat.  I  do  not 
mean  to  accose  the  Prendent  of  all  these 
enormities  against  civil  liberty,  of  which  I  have 
asked — is  he  gnilty  t  Nor  do  I  admit,  if  he  is 
gnilty  c^  them,  th^  the  people  have  sanctioned 
•U  or  any  which  I  have  enomersted.  Bat,  sir, 
I  merely  state  the  fact,  that  the  party  who 
daim  to  hcdd  him  in  keeping,  and  to  hold  on 
to  his  power  after  him,  daim  and  tell  ns  that 
the  peoide  have  yielded  every  thing  w(^th 
preawving,  and  have  sanctioned  all  these  enor- 
raitifls,  and  more,  and  worse.  What  their 
object  may  be  in  admitting  these  encroach- 
ments, and  in  oliuming  that  the  people  have 
aaBcti<med  and  ^>proved  them,  I  know  not, 
onleaa  they  mean  hereafter  to  rely  npon  most 
**  unsafe  precedents  I  "  The  fact  is  alarmingly 
ao,  that  these  claims  are  now  set  up,  going  so 
far  as  to  asperse  the  people  whom  they  affect  so 
nmeh  to  reverence  with  approving  and  sanction- 
ing prosoiption,  corruption,  arbitrary  power, 
the  destmction  of  the  checks  and  balances  of 
the  Government,  profligate  extravagance  in  its 
admhiistrati<Mi,  executive  dictation,  royalty 
itseli^  and  a  csneos  snooession  in  an  elective 
moBaroiay  f  In  advance,  I  warn  them  that  I 
now  deny  the  fsot  that  the  people  have  sanc- 
tioned or  ^proved  of  any  sach  unpardonable 
sins  agtunst  them  for  their  onty  bulwarks  of 
sift^.  If  this  people  have  yielded  already 
what  "  the  party "  chum,  they  woold  have 
yielded  all  for  which  their  fathers  fought ;  and 
those  fathers  wonld  rise,  if  the  mighty  dead 
eoold  rise,  from  their  very  graves  to  reproach 
th«r  debased  degeneracy,  md  their  cruel  in- 
jostioe,  alike  to  them  and  all  posterity. 

I  have  done  no  wrong  to  Jackson,  then,  as 
d  candid  minds  will  becu'  me  witness ;  I  have 
^Ten  him  credit  for  "every  captive  he  has 
broogbt  to  Borne."  At  the  same  tame,  I  do 
■ot  mean  to  say  he  has  not  oommitted  many 
grieYtMS  errors.  For  m«iy  of  them  I  can  w^ 
•eeoont,  thong^  I  cannot  pardon.  We  are 
tai^t  in  histwy  that  "suspicious  princes 
often  promote  the  last  of  mankind,  from  a 
vain  persuasion  that  those  who  have  no  de- 
pendence, except  on  their  &vor,  will  have  no 
attachment,  except  to  the  person  of  their  bene- 
fmstar."  Thus  were  the  Perennises  and  Olean- 
ders prompted  by  a  Oommodus;  and  such 
Binisters  were  wdl  qualified  to  drive  from  the 
esteem  of  such  a  prince  the  "  faithful  counael- 
len  to  whom  a  Marcus  had  reconmiended  his 
•0*  " — the  one  "  a  servile  and  ambittoas  minis- 
tar,  who  had  obtained  his  post  by  the  mard«r 


of  his  predecessor,  but  who  possessed  a  con- 
siderable share  of  vigor  and  ability ;  "  the  othw 
"  was  a  Phrygian  by  birth,  of  a  nation  over 
whose  stubborn  bat  servile  temper  blows  enly 
could  prevail.  He  Lad  been  sent  fh>m  his  na- 
tive country  to  Rome  in  the  omwoity  of  a  slave. 
As  a  slave  he  entered  the  imperial  palaee, 
rendered  himself  asefol  to  his  master's  passioafl, 
and  rapidly  ascended  to  the  most  exalted  at*- 
tion  which  a  subject  could  eqjoy.  Bis  inflneaes 
over  the  mind  of  Oommodus  was  much  greater 
than  that  of  his  predecessor.  Avarice  was  tiM 
reigning  passion  of  his  soul,  and  the  great  prin* 
ciple  of  his  administration.  The  rank  of  oon> 
snl,  of  patrician,  of  senator,  was  ezpMed  to 
public  sale.  In  the  lucrative  provincial  em]doy- 
ments  the  minister  shared  with  the  govemw 
the  spoils  of  the  people.  The  execntiraa  <rf  the 
laws  was  venal  and  arbitrary." 

Is  it  astonishing  that,  with  ministers  lika 
those  of  Oommodus,  tempted  as  they  were  by 
the  public  money  in  deposit,  and  by  the  vaat 
pubbc  domain  of  this  nation,  stretc^iing  over 
rivers  and  lakes,  and  prunes  of  nnbmmdad 
extent  and  in^ianstible  fertility,  Jackson  waa 
duped,  and  the  public  deposits  were  removed 
within  reach  of  Perennis  and  Oleander! 
Again,  sir,  an  incident  in  the  history  ot  Hat 
same  emperor,  very  similar  to  the  one  in  the 
history  of  our  own  President,  acooouts  for  his 
hostility  to  the  Roman  Senate :  "  One  evoiing, 
as  the  Emperor  was  returning  to  the  palaee 
through  a  oark  and  narrow  portico  in  tM  am- 
phitheatre, an  assassin,  who  waited  his  passam, 
rushed  upon  him  with  a  drawn  sword,  loodly 
exclaiming,  '  The  Senate  sends  you  this.'  The 
conspiracy  was  proved  to  have  been  formed  not 
in  the  Senate,  but  within  the  walls  of  the  pal- 
ace." But  "  the  words  of  the  assassin  sunk 
deep  into  the  mind  of  OommoduB,  and  left  an 
indelible  impreesira  of  fear  and  hatred  agunat 
the  whole  b<>dy  of  the  Senate.  The  Delators, 
a  race  of  men  discouraged,  and  almost  extiit- 
goisbed  under  the  former  reigns,  again  became 
formidable  as  soon  as  they  duoovered  that  the 
Emperor  was  desirons  of  finding  disaffection  and 
treason  in  the  Senate."  Sir,  we  all  know  that 
in  the  snapping  of  a  percussion  cap  the  Preri* 
dent  heard  distinctly  the  words,  "  The  Senate- 
sends  you  this  " — that  that  detestable  race  of 
men  called  Delators  were  ready  to  swear  that- 
the  conspiracy  was  farmed  in  the  Senate ;  and, 
if  there  was  not  a  better  reason,  perhaps  to  the- 
act  of  a  madman  now  confined  in  priacHi  na^A 
be  ascribed  the  President's  pastrhostility  to  the 
Senate.  But  there  is  a  better  reason.  "By 
declaring  themselves  the  protectors  of  the  peo- 
ple, Manas  and  Oeesar  subverted  the  oonstita- 
tion  of  their  ooontry."  And,  perh^>8,  in  tlw 
histories  of  Marias  and  Onsar,  our  modsm 
Oleanders  learned  that  an  "  humble  and  dia- 
armed"  Senate  is  always  "found  a  traetaUa 
and  useful  instrument  of  dominion." 

In  a  certain  event,  if  the  election  of;  Presi- 
dent had  Mlei  in  this  House,  an  "hnmbled 
and  disarmed  Senate  "  might  have  been.fonnd 
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—«" tractable  and  nsefbl  instnunent,"  indeed,  to 
deot  an  Elagabalns,  under  trhom  another 
Hierooles  might  hare  et^oj^ed  the  honor  of 
being  "  emprees,  husband ;  "  and  under  vhom 
"  a  £aioer  might  have  been  made  pnefect  of  the 
dty,  a  charioteer  profect  of  the  watch,  a  barber 
prt^eot  of  the  proviaiong,"  and  all  "recom- 
mended as  fit  ofScers — enormitaU  membro- 
rumf"  Sir,  I  might  enamerate  nomberless 
moh  excnfies  for  nnmberleea  such  errors  of  the 
Preaident,  or  rather  of  the  President's  minis- 
ters. But  enough  has  been  said ;  and  I  mean 
not  to  condemn  or  accuse  him,  I  repeat,  but  to 
defend  the  people,  whom  "  the  portj  "  aoonae 
and  condemn. 

If  it  be  true,  aa  we  are  told,  and  I  do  not  saj 
it  is  not  true,  that  the  President  has  made  and 
unmade  men  in  office,  has  proscribed  the  £uth- 
fbl,  has  corrupted  the  pure,  has  humbled  and 
disarmed  the  Senate,  has  made  the  House  of 
Bepreaentatives  servile  and  dependent,  has 
seized  and  squandered  the  public  monej,  has 
deranged  the  currenoj  and  endangered  every 
man's  estate,  has  controlled  elections,  has  as- 
nnned  royal  prerogatives,  made  himself  a  king 
and  a  king  his  anooessor ;  and  if  it  be  also  tme, 
which  I  ntterly  deny,  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  idl  this  exercise  of  absolute  power, 
I  adc  gentlemen  of  all  partiea,  those  even  who 
daim  to  be  the  ezdosive  keepers  of  the  king's 
otmaolenoe,  if  this  does  not  prove  one  virtue — 
the  virtne  of  constancy,  at  least,  in  the  people  ? 
Have  they  not  been  constant  and  oonfioing 
beyond  measure  in  their  attachment  to  him? 
Has  their  fault  not  been  in  too  much  confi- 
dence and  ooDstancy? 

.  If  what  they  say  be  tme,  and  it  is  a  m^ 
argmnent  with  them,  that  "  the  voice  of  the 
pe(x>Ie  is  the  voice  of  God ;  "  that  whatever 
Jadkson  has  done  they  have  sanctioned;  that 
he  ^ake,  and  they  willed  it ;  that  he  vetoed, 
and  tiiey  voted  with  him;  that  he  dictated, 
and  they  obeyed;  is  this  not  proof  positive 
tiiat  their  affections  and  their  voices  have  ever 
sustained,  have  ever  animated,  have  ever  in- 
dulged, have  ever  Justified  and  excused  him? 
Such  unexampled  confidence,  sndi  unexampled 
^onstfmcy,  such  unexampled  attachment  and 
affieotion,  were  never  witnessed  befiH«  in  any 
people  towards  any  ruler ;  and  I  put  it  to  the 
candor  and  sense  of  Justice  of  all  men  to  say, 
whether  what  the  people  have  yielded  to  their 
favorite  has  not  been  more,  trebly  more,  than 
reward  enough  for  all  his  services  and  sacnfioes, 
however  great  f  Admitting  the  debt  of  Hieir 
gratitude  to  him  to  have  ^n  ever  so  great,  I 
tek  if  the  debt  has  not  been  more  than  paid  ? 
Whether  the  President  does  not  now  owe  more 
than  he  can  ever  pay  to  a  generous  people,  who 
have  confidingly,  to  a  criminal  degree,  intrusted 
•him  with  their  all — their  honors,  their  rights, 
thdr  liberties,  their  sovereign  power?  Sir, 
what  can  one  aged  man,  fast^  hurrying  to  the 
grave,  pay  to  a  people  in  consideration  of  what 
all  the  treasures  of  earth,  and  all  the  blood  of 
them  and  their  children,  may  not  bay  ?    Noth- 


ing t  Nothing  I  Yes,  yes,  there  is  one  boon, 
one  sacred  legacy,  of  inestimable  value,  vhioh, 
in  parting  ftom  them  and  the  world,  he  might 
have  left  them.  He  might  have  left  them  the 
legacy  of  a  patriot's  advice.  He  might  hare 
left  tLem  the  truth,  and  solemnly  imprinted  it 
upon  their  minds  and  memories  forever,  tlitt 
"  they  had  trusted  him  too  much,"  and  Ms  id- 
vice  to  them,  "  never,  never  in  their  history,  t» 
trust  another  man  as  they  had  trotted  him;" 
and  he  might  have  returned  to  them  their  tmtt, 
and  have  restored  them  to  their  senses.  Tim.* 
and  this  only,  would  have  repaid  them.  It 
would  have  restored  to  them  what  has  beea 
taken  from  them,  which  alone  can  conpenaatt 
for  itself. 

The  last  Message  of  such  a  Preddent  to  sndi 
a  people  should  have  been  the  "fsreweU"  oft 
father  to  his  children.  It  should  have  been 
deep  in  wisdom,  profound  in  its  ]^ilosophy, 
hallowed  in  its  lessons  of  virtne,  calm  in  its 
tone  and  temper  of  reason,  eloquent  in  its  n)- 
peals,  sublime  in  its  moral,  and  passionate  mj 
m  its  fervent  affection.  It  should  hare  been 
the  legacy  of  Augustus  to  his  successors,  the 
"  farewell  "  address  of  Washingtwi  to  his  coun- 
trymen I 

But  this  is  the  last  annual  Message  of  Andrew 
Jackson !  I  wonld,  for  him  and  his  country, 
that  it  was  any  thing  but  what  it  is.  And  \rhy 
is  it  what  it  is  ?  Gentiemen  will  pardon  me— 
I  mean  nothing  disrespectful  to  the  President— 
when  I  say  they  know  it  is  due  to  candor  and 
truth  to  say — ^it  is  what  it  is,  because  it  i«  not 
the  Message  at  all  of  Andrew  Jackson  I  They 
know  that,  immediately  upon  the  a^onnunent 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  Pi««deBt 
and  his  prime  ministers  were  dispersed  fitim 
their  duties  a(  the  seat  of  Government,  nd 
ftom  the  cares  of  public  business,  on  theb 
respective  missions  to  the  States  of  tiiis  Unio^ 
He  of  State  bore  despatches  to  Geoivia,  <m 
"the  Old  Chief  himself"  was  lugged  along 
through  WestemVirginia,  over 

"SnfaudrldgM, 
Andbridfes 
Mtdeofplinki 
In  open  nnlu," 

to  Tennessee  and  Alabama.  It  is  a  pity,  si, 
that  more  of  the  people  had  not  witnessed  the 
executive  electi<meering  tour ;  for  then,  pe^ 
h^)8,  more  of  the  States  would  have  followea 
the  example  of  Georgia  and  Tenneaaee,  neither 
of  which  could  be  sMuced  or  intimidated  into 
the  support  of  "  the  man  " — a  Tenneaaee  toa* 
said,  "  the  dog"—  as  well  as  "  the  master."  I 
am  told  that  they  carried  him  about  like  a  lion 
for  ^ow,  and  made  him  roar  like  a  lion.  TbV 
had  catechisms  prepared  for  him,  and  the  nego- 
tiations of  the  mission  were  conducted  by  pr^ 
concerted  questions  and  answers.  A  crowd 
would  collect — on  the  highway  or  in  the  Iwr- 
rooms,  no  matter  which— and  some  "  village 
politician  "  of  "  the  party  "  would  inquir*;^ 
"  What  think  you,  General,  of  such  a  mani 
In  a  loud  tone,  mooh  too  stentorian  for  thoaa 
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Ingg  wbioh  we  now  laoented,  the  answer 
nmg—"  He  is  a  traitor,  sir."    "There,  there  I" 
npMted  the  demaaogiiea  to  the  crowd — "  did 
joa  not  hear  that!  "     "  What  think  yon  of 
awther,  General  ? "    "  He   is    a   liar,  sir  I  " 
"What  of  another?"    "  He  is  a  bladc-cookade 
ftderaUst  I  "    Of  another  t     "  He   made    a 
speech  for  which  he  paid  some  Btenocrapher 
ire  dollars  I  "    And  another  was — "  Of  no  ao- 
eoont — no  account^  sir,  and  ought  to  be  sent 
home  to  haye  his  place  snpplied  by  a  more 
feffieient  man ; "  and  anoth»  was — "  Upon  the 
ftnoe,  sir — upon  the  fence  I  "    "  Bat,  General, 
what  think  yon  ot—iir.  (the  first  time  Reuben 
waa  erer  called  mister  I)  Benben  IL  Whitney  ?  " 
"  T%ere  is  no  jnst  caose  of  complaint  agidnst 
Mr.  Whitney,  sir;  he  is  as  tme  a  patriot  as 
ever  was ;  tiiey  are  all  liars  who  aooose  him  of 
■Dght  wrong,  and  the  official  doonments  prove 
th«B  to  be  so  I "    All  the  while  these  re- 
sponses were  repeated  by  the  deacons  of  the 
■erriee,  and  the  people  were  called  to  give  heed 
to  them.    Those  who  saw  the  farce  and  the 
frauds  did  heed  them,  rir— did  heed  them. 

Vy  friend  (Mr.  Pbttoh)  told  them  that  they 
woold  kill  him;  that  tiiere  was  too  mnch 
travel  and  fatigue;  too  mach  standing  and 
talking ;  too  modb  bustle  and  excitement  for  a 
weak  and  infirm  old  man  to  bear.  But  still 
they  diowed  him  about,  in  the  heat  of  summer, 
and  still  Aey  made  him  roar,  tmtil  he  firighten- 
«d  the  people,  who  at  last  began  to  t^prohend 
Im  was  a  hon  come  to  devour  their  freedom  of 
elections,  and  all  else  they  valued  as  dear.  De- 
bated in  hia  mission,  he  at  length  became  dis- 
gusted himseU^  chagrined  and  mortified.  He 
Ktomed  to  Washington  through  Ohio,  and,  by 
Hm  Gnyandotto  route,  throng  Yirginia  again, 
^ti  htm  been  sick  and  disabled  ever  since.  The 
kMS  of  Tennesaee,  partiealarly  ihe  Hermitage, 
exeited  him  still  more,  and  this  renewed  ex- 
eftement  may  have  caused  that  hemorrhage  at 
tiie  lungs  which  has  been  pouring  out  the  our- 
rent  of  his  life.  At  no  moment  since  his  return 
has  he  been  able  to  write  or  dictate  a  message. 
There  be  has  been  lying,  as  it  were,  a  dead  lion, 
who  oonld  not  even  "du^e  the  dew  drop  from 
hia  mane ;  "  and  his  couch  of  infirmity  has  been 
haonted  by  the  Perennises  and  Oleanders  of 
his  palace  as  by  vampyree.  In  their  hands  has 
he  &Ben ;  and  it  is  because  this  "  last  annual 
Message"  comes  to  us  and  the  country  reeking 
widi  the  Aunee  of  the  kitchen  cabinet  that  it  is 
what  it  is  I 

What  is  itt  The  worst  as  well  as  the  last 
annual  Message  which  Andrew  Jackson  even 
ever  wrote — I  had  like  to  have  said,  ever  sent 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress.  Its  vanity  and 
egetism-rtts  profane  hypocrisy  and  solemn 
inoekery  of  the  good  man's  supplications  to  the 
Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe— its  sophistical 
nonsense,  showing  its  duplicity  to  a  foreign 
power,  and  oonoetJing  its  real  policy  from  cur- 
ates— its  low,  ad  emtaruhtm  arguments,  ad- 
dressed to  all  the  prejudices  of  iterance  and 
yawrion,  to  Justi^r  the  nuet  ahamelewt  attacks 


upon  the  currency  for  the  vile  purposes  of 
licensed  depredators  on  the  pubbo  lands — its 
daring  falsehoods  as  to  the  most  important 
&ota  of  trade,  currency,  banks  of  deposit,  and 
finance— its  electioneering,  continually  harping 
upon  an  institution  dead  in  £act,  and  thrioe 
wounded  since  dead — ^its  oft-repeated  homily 
against  one  good  bank,  and  its  unblushing  re- 
commendation, in  the  same  breath,  of  nearly 
half  one  hundred  bad  and  irresponsible  banka 
— its  disengennous  attempts  to  reconcule  glaring 
inconsistencies  of  the  Preudent  on  the  depodt 
and  distribution  measures — its  pltifal  apologies 
for  the  disgrace  of  onr  arms  by  Osceola — its 
bold  recommendation  of  an  increase  of  the 
standing  army — its  unjust  attempt  to  cast  cen- 
sure, due  to  the  errors  and  blunders  of  the  ad- 
ministration itse^  upon  the  shoulders  <tf  an 
innocent  State  ofl^oer,  and  then  calling  for  an 
appropriation  to  repair  these  same  errors,  whicb 
it  says  are  not  those  of  this  Govemmmt — its 
false  claim  of  a  national  policy^  founded  in 
humanity  towards  the  Indians — ^its  reiterated 
Jesuitical  recommendation  of  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution  as  to  the  election  of  Preddent, 
which  was  never  meant  to  be  carried  into  effeet 
by  "  the  party,"  or  to  be  any  thing  more  than 
a  topic  with  which  to  prejudice  the  people's 
minos  against  an  election  by  the  House — ^its 
impudent  boast  of  the  intelligenoe  and  patriot- 
ism of  the  successor,  whom  executive  patron- 
age  and  dictation  have  suooeeded  in  dectin^ 
its  shallow  political  economy — its  demagoguism 
— ^its  arts  of  vfle  deception  and  humbnggery — 
its  rankling  venom  of  party  spirit— ito  miser- 
able rhetoric,  sinking  below  criticism — ^ita 
grovelling  moral  sentiment — ^its  total  want  of 
all  sage  counsel  or  advice,  and  of  all  pathos  and 
feeling— are  all  equalled  only  by  its  false  oerti- 
fioato  in  chief  to  "  the  prosperous  condition  of 
all  the  various  executive  departments,"  to  "  th« 
ability  and  integrity"  with  which  they  have 
been  conducted,  and  to  the  fact  of  the  Preei- 
dent's  belief  "  that  there  is  no  inst  cause  of 
complaint,  firtmi  any  ouarter,  at  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their 
creation  1" 

Now,  sir,  complaints  have  been  loudly  made 
ftvm  various  quarters,  in  this  House  and  by 
the  press,  by  responsiue  persons,  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  most  at  the  executive  departments^ 
and  as  to  the  want  of  ability  and  integrity 
with  which  they  have  been  conducted ;  and  in- 
vestigations by  us  of  the  truth  or  falsehood, 
justice  or  ii^ustice,  of  these  complaints,  have 
heretofore  been  doggedly  attd  repeatedly  refus- 
ed. "  The  party  "  were  content  with  the  mere 
affirmation  by  tiie  Prendent  to  the  crowd  of 
their  innocence  and  purity,  when  he  knew  no 
more  about  their  guilt  than  he  knew  of  the 
facte  of  a  certain  event  in  this  Oapitol  last 
winter,  of  which  you  and  I,  Mr.  Onairman, 
knew  all,  and  more  than  we  wanted  to  know ; 
about  which,  if  the  Tennessee  papers  are  to  be 
believed,  the  President  has  given  another  cer- 
tificate, though  he  was  more  than  a  mile  oS, 
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and  thwe  were  at  least  leven  fjithoniff  of  bridks 
and  mortar  and  stone  between  him  and  the 
place  of  tiie  oooorrenoe.  They  have  made  him 
a  witness  in  both  cases,  wh^  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  be  a  witness ;  and  in  giving  his 
testimony  he  has  been  compelled  to  resort  to 
his  "  ims^nation  for  his  facts."  I  cared  noth- 
ing for  the  certificates  of  the  President,  so  long 
as  they  abided  in  the  ephemeral  form  of  heated 
partisan  declarations  alcNig  the  public  roads,  or 
so  long  as  they  were  i«ad  from  the  stomp 
merely,  a  thousand  miles  o£  Bat,  sir,  this 
"  oertifloate  in  chief  "  is  no  longer  a  mere  taT- 
em  tpM  dixit  on  the  highway,  oat  it  is  to  be 
filed  in  the  archives  of  this  Gt>Temment,  as  a 
part  and  parcel  of  the  "  last  annual  Message  " 
of  the  Greatest  and  Best  I  Perennls  and  Olean- 
der have  certified  to  their  own  good  behavior, 
innocence,  and  purity,  have  incorporated  their 
certificate  in  the  "last  annual  Message,"  and 
have  {^9Bxed  to  it  the  official  sign  qianaal  of 
Andrew  Jackson  I 

Is  this  certificate  true !  I  put  it  to  gentle- 
men if  it  l>e  not  true,  whether  injustice  has 
not  been  done  to  Andrew  Jackson,  to  those 
who  have  uttered  just  complaints,  and  to  the 
public  service,  by  this  andaoions  forged  self- 
acquittal? 

Is  it  true  or  false,  that  the  various  execntive 
departments  have  been  conducted  with  ability 
and  integrity,  and  that  they  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition  ?  That  is  the  iasne.  How  is  it  to  be 
tried !  Will  gentlemen  tell  me  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  tried  the  issne  already,  and  that  they 
are  content  with  his  certificate  in  form !  ^, 
I  begin  this  session  as  I  ended  the  last  session, 
by  adiing  Um  opportunity  and  power,  and  by 
claiming  the  riidit  of  an  investigation  by  a 
oommittoe,  an  efficient,  able,  and  fair  commit- 
tee, witii  fbll  powers  to  eviscerate  the  truth. 
The  tmih  is  all  I  deure.  I  make  no  accusa- 
tions, no  complaints,  except  of  the  denial  of 
investigation. 

If  all  have  been  c<Hiducted  with  ability  and 
integrity,  the  departments  have  nothing  to  fear, 
and  investigation  may  do  great  good.  If  it 
does  not  find  and  expose  past  fraud  and  corrup- 
tion, it  may  prevent  much  evil  hereafter,  by 
the  fear  of  scrutiny.  I  do  sincerely,  from  the 
best  of  motives,  eamestiy  desire  to  see  the 
doors  of  the  Treasury  Department,  oi  the  Land 
offices,  of  the  Indian  bureau,  and  of  other  de- 
partments and  offices,  thrown  open  to  foil  and 
air  investigation.  We  then  can  have  the  facts, 
of  which  to  judge  for  ourselves,  and  on  which 
to  make  op  our  own  verdict.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  grand  mauest  to  find  or  ^n««v  a  bill  for  it- 
self^ and  of  the  venire  to  try  the  issne  and  find 
a  verdict  for  itselfl  No  judge,  mnch  more  no 
party,  diall  find  a  bill,  true  or  false,  or  render 
a  verdict  for  them.  Cleanse  the  Augean  stables, 
say  I;  and  I  say  more.  The  Nnmidian  king, 
when  he  was  Mrried  a  captive  to  Rome,  and 
saw  the  eermptions  of  her  citizens,  returned 
from  the  city  with  contempt,  and  said,  "  Give 
me  wealth,  and  I  will  bay  np  the  whole  repub- 


lia"  Fanny  Wright,  I  believe,  uttered  a  Intb, 
that  whenever  you  see  two  men  talking  togetli- 
er,  there  are  ten  chances  to  one  they  are  t^- 
ing  on  one  of  three  snbjects — "  trade,  plitioe, 
or  religion."  The  three  subjects  have,  smoe  she 
wrote  the  remark,  entirely  amalgamated  into 
two.  Trade  and  politics  have  now  beoom* 
one.  Some  of  the  priests,  I  am  told,  are  oStr- 
ing  to  join  the  onion,  and  mammon  is  the  god 
of  this  day's  worship.  Trade,  sir,  trade  svil- 
lows  up  every  thin^  I 

Tell  me  not  this  is  the  short  session.  Invei- 
tigation  was  refused  last  winter,  when  the  tet- 
don  was  long.  I  know,  sir,  that  this  is  to 
inauspicious  period,  perh^M,  to  expect  gentle- 
men to  look  back  at  the  past,  or  to  psoae  s 
moment  on  the  present.  I  know  that  ereiy 
eye  is  turned,  and  every  mind  of  gentiemeo  it 
bent  towards  the  future.  "Coming  eTatt, 
which  cast  their  shadows  before,"  are  inncti 
more  damling  to  their  hopes  and  fancies  tlun 
pmnful  truths  of  the  past  or  the  present  are  to 
their  memories  or  then:  wills.  They  know,  nr, 
that  some  of  the  swarm  of  "  conservatiTes'' 
which  are  now  fat  and  full  of  the  blood  of  tbs 
Treasury,  must  be  driven  off  for  some  of  ths 
lank  and  hungry  "  locofoco  "  fiies,  vho  art 
voraciously  eager  to  light  upon  this  poor  body 
politic  of  ours.  All  things  may  not  become 
new,  but  there  must  be  some  changes ;  and  for 
every  change  there  will  be  a  diance  for  eooie 
impatient  expectant  I  know  that  Genenl 
Jackson  has  been  made  to  say,  in  this  "list 
annual  Message,"  "  He  that  cometh  after  me  ii 
mightier  than  I ;  "  but  he  has  not  been  made 
to  add — "  Whose  fan  is  in  his  hand,  and  he  will 
thoroughly  purge  his  fioor."  Sir,  lest  be  luf 
not  purge  bis  floor,  I  wish  it  to  be  swept  clean 
for  him  before  he  oomee  in,  so  that  Jaoboa 
may  not  be  blamed  after  he  is  gone. 

Certain  it  is  I  cannot  anticipate ;  time  mnst 
develop  the  course  and  the  policy  of  the  com- 
ing administratioD.  And  let  no  (me  aocoae  me 
of  commencing  an  attack  upon  it  in  adraoo^ 
No,  sir ;  so  &r  from  it,  though  I  hold  Mr.  Van 
Buren  re^Mnsible  for  most  mischief  that  baa 
been  done,  and  most  that  is  now  doing ;  thon^ 
he  has  been  the  caucus  candidate  for  the  pr^ 
dency,  and  was  the  nominated  sacceaeor ;  thon;^ 
he  is  elected  b^  executive  patronage,  cormp- 
tion,  and  dictation ;  though  ne  succeeds  at  the 
expense  of  tiie  elective  franchise ;  thoagh beu 
a  minority  President,  and  has  promised  to  fol- 
low generally  in  the  footsteps  of  this  kitchen- 
cabinet  admmistration :  yet,  if  he  bravely  darea 
to  falsify  that  promise,  "  more  honored  in  tiM 
brea«di  than  in  tiie  obcwrvanoe,"  if  he  wiU  U^ 
away  the  base  ladders  by  whici  he  has  climbed 
to  the  height  of  his  ambition,  if  he  will  now 
leave  Falstaff  where  he  found  him,  and  array 
around  him  the  wisdom,  intelligenoe,  and  vv- 
tue  of  the  country,  and  base  his  adminiatrwon 
on  a  sound,  elevated,  and  enlightened  poii(7> 
free  from  corruption,  and  purely  patriotic,  nn- 
Mmtamioated  by  party,  I  will  pledge  my  hnmr 
ble  support  to  his  meanrea,  thwij^  I  never  c*> 
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HTOort  the  man,  or  pardon  tbe  past  examplee 
he  Das  set  And  -why  cannot  I  sapport  the 
man  whilst  I  approve  hia  measores  t  For  the 
ytry  reason  that  he  has  not  "  entered  in  at  the 
itr^^t  gate."  I  ahall  always  eschew  the  ex- 
ample which  has  been  set  in  1836,  as  I  did  that 
of  1826,  in  the  election  of  President  of  these 
United  States.  The  one  example  has  been  re- 
buked with  a  vengeance — the  otiier  will  not  be 
fiK^ven  by  me. 

Sir,  in  this  contest,  one  great  battle  only  has 
beea  fooght  between  power  and  the  people. 
The  result  is  known.  The  conflict  was  not  de- 
daiye,  and  most,  as  long  as  there  is  an  honest 
heart  to  hope  for  freedom — shall  go  <hi  mitil 
coQstitational  liberty,  law,  the  independence  of 
the  people  and  their  representatives,  honesty, 
tmtn,  and  justice,  are  trinmphant,  or  all  are 
fettered  in  a  despot's  chains  I  Defeated,  bat 
not  conquered;  checked  by  the  pmtorian 
bands  of  patronage,  but  not  arrested  in  their 
onward  march,  the  patriot  army  is  not  dis- 
cooiaged.  or  di^nayed ;  smitten,  bi)t  not  struck 
down ;  the  fla^  of  the  country  is  still  flying  1 
Defeat  may  dnve  some,  the  craven  or  the  cor- 
morant of  spoils,  ftom  the  standard  of  the  true 
and  the  brave ;  bat  to  the  firm  and  proud  spirits 
of  the  patriot  band  I  would  say,  "  Who  shall 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  country  t  "  Shall 
defeat  i  Another  such  defeat  will  be  a  glorious 
victoij  I  In  this  "  we  are  more  than  conqner- 
oea,"  tot  I  am  persuaded  that  neither  office,  nor 
bribe,  nor  prindpalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things 
present,  nor  things  to  come,  shall  be  able  to 
separate  as  from  the  lore  of  our  country,  its 
laws,  and  its  liberties  1  God  only  knows  in 
whoee  name  this  victory  shall  be  achieved :  it 
matters  not;  but  this  I  know,  be  he  who  he 
raaj,  his  canae  will  be  consecrated  by  the  toils, 
the  prayers,  the  sacrificesj  and  the  hopes,  of 
the  imaabdaed  and  untemfied  freepan.  No, 
or;  let  no  man  despair  of  the  republic.  The 
ii|^  ia  not  yet  endea.  The  people  are  not  yet 
Tanqaished.  Their  hosts  are  withdrawn  only 
£at  Hba  moment,  to  recruit  their  forces  and  to 
rapur  their  broken  weapons.  The  wecmons  of 
ov  warGare  are  the  weapons  of  truth.  It  shall 
be  my  dnty  to  assist  in  pointing  anew  its  spears 
and  its  lances. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  was  then 
takoi  without  farther  debate,  and  carried — 
ayes  86,  noes  78. 

So  the  leedLatioa  was  adopted. 


THintsDAT,  December  16. 

The  PreridenVt  Mestage. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  fifteenth  of  the  resolutions  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  18th 
instant,  on  the  President's  Message : 

Unthfd,  lliat  so  modi  of  the  President's  Keasige 
wadatea  to  the  "  condittan  of  the  variens  ezeontlve 
JiifwfiiiiilM,  the  abUi^  and  intMiity  with  which 
thiyhan  been  ooodnoted,  the  vigOuit  and  fidthfU 


disofasige  of  the  public  business  in  all  of  then,  and 
the  causes  of  oomidaint,  from  any  qoarter,  st  the 
mumer  in  wtiich  they  liave  fulfilled  the  objects  of 
their  creation,"  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consist  of  nine  membera,  with  power  to  send  fw 
persons  and  papers,  and  with  instructions  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments, the  aUUty  and  mtegrity  with  which  they  Itave 
been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in  wliich  the  public 
business  liaa  been  disdiaiged  in  all  of  tliem,  and  into 
all  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
manner  in  wiiidi  nid  departments,  or  their  liareana 
or  ofBoes,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of  every 
desotiption  wliatever,  directly  or  indirectly  conoeeted 
with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially,  in 
duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled 
or  failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their  creatioo, 
or  have  violated  thdr  duties,  or  liave  iiyuied  and 
impaired  the  public  service  ud  interest :  and  that 
said  committee,  in  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  such 
periods  of  times  as  to  them  may  seem  expedient  and 
proper. 

Hr.  PxABOX,  of  Rhode  Island,  went  into  an 
argument  in  opposition  to  the  resolution.  The 
resolution,  he  said,  was  predicated  on  a  clause 
in  the  President's  Message  which  was  not  usual, 
and  perhaM  its  was  gratuitous  on  the  part  of 
the  Preaiaent.  The  qaeetion  was,  whether  it 
was  neoeesary,  because  the  President,  in  his 
last  annual  Message,  with  an  overflow  of  feel- 
ing towards  the  heads  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments— as  he  believed  him  to  have  the  kindest 
feelings  toward  all  men  living — ^had  thought 
proper  to  compliment  them,  it  was  necessary 
to  have  an  investigating  committee  to  ascertain 
whether  he  spoke  the  truth.  Although  it  was 
not  tiie  usual  course,  still  the  Prerident  had  a 
precedent.  Many  years  ago,  Mr.  Monroe 
stepped  out  of  the  usual  eonrse  to  compliment 
the  then  head  of  the  War  Department,  (Mr. 
OiXHOuK.)  But  because  he  did  this,  no  oom- 
mittee  was  raised  to  ascertain  whetiier  or  not 
the  compliment  was  deserved.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  resolution,  because  the  direct 
object  of  it  was  to  ascertain  whether  the  Prera- 
dent  spoke  the  truth  or  not.  He  then  went  on 
to  show  that  all  the  subjects  contemplated  to 
be  investigated  by  this  proposed  select  commit- 
tee, were  provided  for  by  the  House  in  the  sp- 
pointment  of  the  standing  oommitteee.  Among 
these  committees  was  that  of  Ways  and  Means ; 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  that  committee  to  take 
into  oonnderation  and  report  upon  all  "each 
reports  of  tiie  Treasury  Department,  and  all 
snoh  propositions  relative  to  the  revenue,  as 
mig^t  be  r^rr^  to  them  by  the  House;  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  public  debt  or  the 
revenue  and  of  the  exp^iditures,  and  to  report 
from  time  to  time  their  opinion  thereon;  to 
examine  into  the  state  of  the  several  publlo 
departments,  and  particularly  into  the  laws 
making  appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to  re- 
port wliether  the  moneys  have  been  disbursed 
confortnably  with  such  laws ;  and  also  to  re- 
port from  time  to  time  eaob  provisions  and 
arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to 
the  tooaoasf  of  the  departmeDta,  «nd  the 
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accountability  of  their  officers."    That  com- 
mittee was  required  to  do  all  that  anj  select 
committee,  however  raised,  could  do.    Besides 
this,  there  were  other  committees,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the 
departments,  and    the   expenditures   thereof. 
Every  gentleman  must  recollect  that,  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,   a  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Shepfebd,)  chairman  of 
one    of  these    committees,  investigated    the 
affwrs  of  some  of  these  departments,  made  a 
report,  and  the  report  was  acted  on  by  the 
House ;  and  could  not  that  heretofore  done  be 
again  done  9    He  submitted  to  the  House,  then, 
to  say  whether  this  resolution  was  not  gra- 
tdtons,  uncalled  for,  and  had  nothing  to  Justify 
it,  except   the  pwagraph  alluded  to  m  the 
President's  Message.    Another  objection  he  had 
to  it  was,  that  gentlemen  said  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  raised,  out  of  any  hostile  feeling 
to  the  President  or  the  United  States.    Well, 
what  were  the  Secretary  of  State,  Treasury, 
"War,  Navy,  &c.  ?    They  were  the  mere  mouth- 
pieces of  the  President;  men  selected  to  do 
what  he  could  not  do  himselfl    Mr.  P.  read 
the  law  relating  to  the  Department  of  Stat& 
showing  its  duties,  and  showing  that  the  head 
of  that  Department  was  created  to  do  for  the 
President,    under    the   law,  that  which    the 
President  could  not  do  in  person.    How,  then, 
could  gentlemen  say  that  the  President  was 
not  implicated,  when  the  acts  of  his  ministers 
were  nothing  more  nor  less  than  his  acts )    Let 
gentlemen  t&e  the  boll  by  the  horns.    If  they 
had  any  allegations  to  mt^e  against  the  Presi- 
dent, let  them  do  so  in  form.    While  passing 
on  the  acts  of  his  principal  public  officers,  they 
necessarily  passed  on  the  acts  of  the  President 
himselfl    He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  the 
laws  of  the   land  threw  aroimd   individuals 
certain  guards ;  they  were  not  to  be  arraigned 
without  notice,  &o.    But  how  were  the  heads 
of  these  departments  to  be  heard  and  tried 
under  the  resolution  I    They  were  to  have  no 
hearing  and  no  trial,  and  were  to  be  disfran-' 
chised  and  divested  of  their  rights,  upon  the 
mere  rumors  of  newspapers  and  gossip  of  old 
women.     There  never  was  a  committee  rused 
upon  mere  suggestion  and  gossip,  without  some- 
thing like  a  (£arge  or  an  allegation.    Then  let 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  or 
any  other  gentleman,  make  out  a  charge  against 
the  President,  and  he  might  have  as  Iwge  a 
committee,  and  have  it  clothed  with   what 
powers  he  pleased ;  but  until  this  course  should 
be  adopted,  be  was,  and  should  be,  opposed  to 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution.    Who  could 
tell  what  powers  this  committee  might  assmnet 
It  might  require  the  departments  to  submit  to  it 
all    matters  connected  with    removal,   or    it 
might  assume  any  authority  it  pleased.    The 
resolution  claimed  a  greater  scope  for  the  com- 
mittee than  was  ever  granted  to  a  comfnittee 
of  that  House,  or  any  other  legislative  tribunal. 
When  were  its  powers  to  cease!    Who  could 
tell  thisf    From  the  fdtm  of  th«  leeolnticHi, 


never;  because  they  were  to  take  cognizance 
of  all  matters,  from  all  quarters  of  the  nnion; 
fh>m  eveiy  town,  village,  city,  and  hamlet;  all 
causes    of  complaint,    from    respondble  and 
irresponsible  sources ;  of  all  the  ten  thousand 
charges  which  an  old  lady,  who  had  charge  dl 
a  paper  in  this  city,  had  made,  and  the  t«ii 
thousand  more  which  she  probably  would  make. 
But,  sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  this  was  to  be  somewbat 
an  ex  parte  proceeding.    Suppose  the  heads  of 
some  of  these  departaaents  shall  have  done 
some  commendable  acts.    The  committee  will 
not  be  bound  or  required  to  look  into  it.    5o, 
sir,  their  object  will  be  to  arraign  them  and 
bring  them  to  trial,   and  inffict  punishment 
upon  them.      Perhaps  the  committee  might 
wish  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  take 
some  of  the  heads  of  the  departments  home  to 
their  native  States,  to  ascertain  whether  they 
want  to  operate  on  the  politics  of  such  States. 
Well,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  State  went  home 
during  the  last  summer;  and  if  his  olgect  was 
to  operate  on  the  politics-  of  Georgia,  he  met 
with  but  poor  success.    The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  also  went  home;  but  his  going,  if  he  did 
go   for   political    effect,   only    added  to  the 
strength  of  the  party  opposed  to  him.    If  th« 
resulte  in  those  States  were  the  consequence  of 
their  visits,  it  would  have  been  mudi  bettw 
they  had  not  gone.    But  suppose  as  the  Presi- 
dent has  said,  that  all  of  the  heads  of  these  d^ 
partments  shall  have  faithfully  done  their  dntr, 
we  shall  have  no  report  from  this  committee 
on  the  subject.    It  was  to  be  a  fault-finding 
committee ;  their  object  was  to  condemn,  and 
not  to  compliment,  the  President  or  his  minister?. 
If  there  was  want  of  fidelity  in  the  departments, 
you  would  have  no  report  from  this  committee. 
Although  the  Secretly  of  the  Treasniy  may 
have  his  Department  in  such  a  condition  tiat 
any  thing  which  is  brought  agtdnst  it,  either 
from  ghost  or  goblin  damned,  could  not  effect 
it;  although  the  Postmaster  General  may  have 
produced  order  out  of  chaos,  and  althooi^  ^e 
Secretary  of  War  may  have  discharged  with 
the  greatest  ability  two  offices,  not  a  word  wffl 
be  said  in  their  favor  by  this  committee:  that 
object,  ex  «  termini,  will  be  to  undo  what  the 
President  has  done ;   or,  failing  in  that,  they 
will  do  nothing.    Committees  of  that  Howe 
were  raised  for  special  causes,  for  causes  ahowi. 
What  were  the  causes  shown  why  this  com- 
mittee  should  be   rMsed?    What  were  the 
specifications?    Then,   unless   they   were  to 
innovate   on   the  rules  of  the  House,  they 
could  not  adopt  this  resolution  in  its  ^rewni 
form.    Let  a  resolution  be  introduced  in  due 
form,  and  he  imagined  no  friend  of  theExeon- 
lave  on  that  floor  would  shrink  from  an  in"^ 
gatlon.    Let  the  charges  be  made  against  *•»• 
Executive  and  his  ministers,  jointly  and  sev- 
erally, and  he  thought  he  ootald  safely  say  mm 
would  shrink  from  the  investigation.  It  was  not 
his  business  to  go  into  Roman  history,  fi^ 
the  age  of  Augustas  to  that  of  Tiberius,  «w  »« 
purpose  of  finding  oat  examples  of  men  wnv 
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lud  waded  throngh  blood  to  power ;  and  if  he 
ffid  so,  it  was  only  for  instmction,  and  to  make 
him  the  more  happy  that  ho  lived  in  a  conntiy 
where  none  of  those  scenes  were  enacted. 

Hany  men,  Mr.  P.  sud,  changed  their  minds 
and  opmions  of  men,  and  got  to  disapprove  the 
ooorae  of  those  thej  used  to  admire. 

[Kr.  Wise  smd,  if  the  gentleman  alladed  to 
him,  he  mnst  inform  him  that  he  never  was  in 
the  sitaation  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Mud  in  his  life.] 

Mr.  Pkabob  proceeded.    The  character  of  a 
nation  depended  veiy  much  on  the  character 
of  the  indiTidaals  at  the  head 'of  the  Govern- 
ment.   Ko  nation  was  rendered  more  valnahle 
bj  its  resources  than  by  the  character  and 
the  repotation  of  the  incuvidnal  who  presided 
OTer  It.    Why  did  Virginia  hold  herself  so 
hight    It  might  be  somewhat  on  accoont  of 
her  kH,    climate,   and   resources,  but    more 
becaase  of  her  Washington,  her  Henrys,  her 
Jeffersons,  and  her  Madisons.    Their  characters 
not  only  gave  character  to  Yirglnia,  but  to  all 
&e  States.     Why  was  he  (Mr.  P.)  prond  of  the 
Btde  State  he  had  the  honor,  in  put,  to  repre- 
sent.   He,  to  be  sore,  might  be  prond  of  her 
great  reaonroes;  bat  more  prond,  because  it 
was  tlie  land  of  Greene  and  Perry.    Seven 
^ties  contended  for  the  honor  of  giving  birth 
to  Homer ;  and  tyrannical  as  Napoleon  might 
have  been,  his  name  was  revered  by  most  of 
the  French  nation.    What  would  England,  the 
Cast-anchored  isle  of  the  ocean,  have  been,  if  it 
were  not  for  her  poets,  her  philosophers,  and 
her  atateemen? 

Mr.  P.  condnded  by  repeating  that  he  conld 
not  Tote  for  the  resolution  in  its  present  form ; 
and  at  the  same  time  said  he  would  not  shrink 
from  the  responsibility  of  an  investigation,  if  a 
proper  committee  was  raised.  He  submitted 
to  uie  Honse  the  following  amendment :  Strike 
out  all  after  the  word  ^^JBetohed,"  and  insert 
the  following: 

**  natao  modi  of  the  Pteeident's  Message  as  is  in 
A»  fidloiriag  words,  to  wit :  *  Before  conduding  this 
r,  I  thmk  it  is  due  to  the  various  executive  de- 
I  to  bear  testimony  to  their  prosperous  oou- 
,  and  to  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which 
they  have  been  conducted.  It  has  been  my  um  to 
oibrce  in  all  of  them  a  vigilant  and  futhful  dis- 
dbaige  of  the  public  bnaneas  ;  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint, &om  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  they 
nave  fnlfined  the  otgeots  of  their  creation,'  be  referred 
to  a  adect  committee  of  nine  members,  with  instruo- 
tfons  to  inquire  into  any  ipedfio  causes  of  complaint 
wirieh  may  be  alleged  agaiiDst  the  integrity  of  the  ad- 
aiafetnitaon  of  any  of  the  departments  or  their  bu- 
,  or  the  vigilance  and  fidelity  with  wliich  their 
have  been  disotiarged ;  and  that  said  com- 
I  bare  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pq^rs." 


Mr.  Pettoit  said :  I  was,  at  first,  somewhat 
nrprised  that  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
Oil.  Pbabcb)  shoold  be  found  in  opposition  to 
this  investigation.  That  gentleman  was  once 
fiyi  xealoos  advocate  of  r^id  scrutiny  into  all 


abuses  committed  by  public  ftinotionaries.  In 
an  elaborate  speech  npon  this  floor,  he  once 
snstuned  an  investigation  similar  to  the  one 
now  proposed  by  my  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
WisB.)  I  allude  to  the  case  of  the  Wiscasset 
collector.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman  announces 
the  fiict  that  he  has  changed.  He  was  then 
opposed  to  General  Jackson — violently  and 
bitterly  opposed  to  him  —  and  he  manifested 
that  opp<wition  in  every  conceivable  way,  and 
npon  every  subject  that  arose.  But  having 
now  become  a  Jackson  man,  he  has  undergone, 
it  seems,  a  complete  political  transformation. 
And  what  a  change  I  his  old  principles  dis- 
carded, his  mental  vision  in  total  and  disaa- 
trons  eclipse,  he  has  closed  his  eyes  upon  fraud, 
and  peculation,  and  plunder  I 

But,  sir,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island  is  put  forward  as  the 
champion  of  Andrew  Jackson  ?  Has  that  dis- 
tinguished citizen  already  sunk  so  low  that  his 
fame  and  reputation  are  committed  to  the  keep- 
ing of  such  hands.  Oh,  spectacle,  mortifyinr 
and  humiliating,  to  the  honest  friends  and 
original  supporters  of  Andrew  Jackson  I  those 
who  fought  with  him,  and  voted  for  html 
who  advocated  his  first  election  upon  pnnoiple ! 
and  who,  unlike  the  gentleman,  yet  stand  up 
the  dauntless  advocates  of  the  same  principles. 
What  mnst  they  think,  how  must  they  feel, 
when  they  are  informed  that  the  President's 
reputation  as  a  statesman  has  fallen  into 
the  custody  of  that  gentleman,  who,  formerly 
a  violent,  loathed,  and  detested  assailant,  has 
thrown  himself  into  the  current  of  the  Pre^ 
dent's  popularity,  strong  enough  to  bear  even 
him  along,  and  is  now  become  hia  pretended 
fulsome  eulogist  and  defender  ? 

But,  sir,  to  the  gentleman's  objections,  or 
rather  his  pretended  objections,  to  the  proposed 
inquiry.  He  has  given  a  striking  specimen  of 
the  cunning  and  tact  of  the  sect  to  which  he 
belongs,  by  the  issue  which  he  has  made  up — 
a  false,  hypocritical  issue.  What  is  it  ?  Why, 
forsooth,  tnat  it  involves  the  President's  vep 
racity! — that  it  will  be,  does  the  President 
speak  the  truth  when  he  says  that  all  the 
officers  are  "  honest"  as  well  as  capable  f  and 
that  he,  good,  tender-hearted  man,  cannot  en- 
dure to  hear  any  thing  which  infringes,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  upon  the  veracity  of  that  hi^ 
functionary.  Under  this  false  and  fraudulent 
issue,  the  gentleman  takes  shelter,  and  expects 
to  escape  all  inauiry,  all  investigation.  Is  ar- 
gument required  to  expose  a  position  so  mon- 
strous? Will  not  every  high'minded  man  in 
the  nation  look  upon  it  with  scorn  ^nd  indigna- 
tion? Sir,  I  deny  and  denounce  this  as  that 
false  issue  which  has  so  long  been  the  shield 
of  the  party,  and  behind  which  they  always 
skulk  at  the  slightest  approach  of  danger.  The 
President  says  they  are  honest,  and  the  gen- 
tleman says  yon  are  not  to  prove  them  rognes, 
because  that  would  be  to  make  out  the  Ar- 
dent a  liar.    What  a  position  1 

Did  the  President  write  the  paragraph  in  Us 
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ILeaaagfiy  landatoiT'  of  theae  offioen,  whioh  the 
gentieman  hbnaelf  admits  is  nnosnal  in  such  a 
docameat,  and  whioh,  I  am  sure,  has  no  pre- 
cedent or  paralld  ?  No,  sir,  not  one  word  of 
it ;  and  he  does  not  know  at  this  moment,  that 
it  is  there  ?  What  is  it,  sir,  whioh  these  gen- 
tlemen, so  ahle  and  so  honest,  haye  introdnoed 
into  the  tfeesage,  and  now  claim  that  it  is 
«Tidenoe  of  so  high  and  saored  a  natore  that  it 
cannot  be  examined  or  impeached!  Here  it 
is: 

"  Before  condnding  this  paper,  I  think  it  doe  to 
the  varions  executive  departments  to  bear  teetinuHiy 
to  their  prosperoos  oondition,  and  to  the  abQi^  and 
-integritj  with  which  they  have  been  ooaiixiea.  It 
has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a  -rigilant 
and  fidthful  discharge  of  the  public  baameas ;  and  it 
is  gratifying  tome  to  believe  that  there  is  no  just 
cause  of  complaint,  from  an;  quarter,  at  the  manner 
in  which  the;  have  fulfilled  the  ot^ecta  of  their  crea- 


Did  Andrew  Jackson  write  this  sweeping 
oertifioate  of  moral  character  for  these  gentle- 
meaf  Ko,  sir,  no.  I  plead  non  ett  fao- 
tvm.  It  is  not  his  deed.  Thej  have  fhindn- 
leoUy  smog^ed  it  into  his  Message,  to  evade 
Bcmtiny  into  their  oondnot.  Instead  c^  stifling 
inqoirj,  it  is  of  itself  a  oaose  of  sospioion.  I 
aaj,  sir,  that  the  President  did  not  write  it ; 
in  snpport  of  wiiioh  averment,  I  have  evidence 
satisuiotOTy,  at  least  to  my  own  mind,  and  snob 
as  shonld  be  made  known  to  tiiis  Honse,  to  the 
conatry  at  large,  and  to  posterity.  It  shonld 
thus  be  made  known,  in  order  to  shield  the 
nune  and  fiune  of  the  President  fh>m  that  im- 
putation which,  in  all  time  to  come,  would 
attach  to  them,  in  oouseqnenoe  of  this  flagrant 
abase  of  the  confidence  reposed  by  bim  in 
others.  The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, which,  according  to  usage,  was  ^>pointed 
to  wait  ap>on  the  President  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  and  inform  him  tX.  the 
readiness  of  Oongrees  to  receive  the  very  Ifes- 
eage  in  question,  found  Iiim  extended  on  a  sick 
«ouch,  scarcely  able  to  raise  his  hand.  On 
tiie  eve  of  their  departore  he  urged  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  (Ifr.  Gbcitdt)  to  come  back 
Boon,  and  talk  with  him;  that  he  was  l<Hie- 
flome,  wanted  company,  and  wished  to  have 
his  friends  abont  bim.  The  Senator  (alas  I  that 
it  shonld  be  necessary  for  bim  to  invoke  the 
attendance  of  friends,  and  of  snch  fidends !)  did 
retnm  and  remained  with  the  President  more 
than  an  hour,  during  which  time  be  never 
dUnded  to  the  subject  of  politics.  He  spoke  of 
dying,  of  the  Hermitage,  of  his  hope  that  he 
might  be  spared  till  he  could  reach  it  in  the 
spring.  His  thoughts  were  with  his  heart, 
**  and  that  was  far  away,"  dwelling  upon  other 
and  doubtless  holier  meditations  than  writing 
eulogies  npon  publio  functionaries,  whose  oon- 
dnct  he  was  in  no  situation  to  examine,  and 
who,  if  they  were  honesty  needed  not  his  testi- 
mony to  the  fact 

But  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  has 
another  olfaction  to  the  Biode  of  proceeding 


proposed  by  my  friend  from  Virginia.  He 
says  that  It  is  unnecessary,  because,  by  the 
standing  rules  of  the  House,  the  investigatioB 
into  all  such  matters  is  enjoined,  as  a  dot?,  opoD 
tiie  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The  nde 
allnded  to  by  the  gentleman  reads  as  fbDovs : 
"  It  shall  bie  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  take  into  consideratdon  all 
snch  reports  of  the  Treasury  Department,  snd 
all  such  propositions  relative  to  the  revenue, 
as  may  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House,  &e. ; 
to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several  pnblio 
departments,  and  particularly  into  the  lim 
making  appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to  leport 
whether  tiie  moneys  have  been  disbursed  con- 
formably with  such  laws;  and  also  to  repw^ 
from  time  to  time,  snch  provisions  and  arrange- 
ments, as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to  ue 
economy  of  the  departments,  and  to  the  so- 
countability  of  their  officers."  And  yet  the 
gentleman,  in  a  subsequent  part  of  his  align- 
ment, contended  that  the  ezerdse,  bytiie 
Honse,  of  such  a  power  as  is  hereby  enjoined 
upon  one  of  its  standing  committees,  would  be 
a  disfhmohisement  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments! An  «B  fmU  trial  and  cwiTictioa, 
according  to  the  rules  ©f  the  common  law  I 
The  rule  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  shows 
the  sense  entertained  by  the  House  in  reUtion 
to  the  necessity  of  sudi  investigations  as  flie 
one  proposed  into  the  state  and  condition  of 
the  several  departments,  with  a  view  te  the 
rigid  accountability  of  public  officers,  and  the 
legal  dubnrsement  of  the  pnblio  monejs. 

But,  sir,  is  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  the  appropriate  committee  to  make  tn(» 
examinations)  Look  at  the  past.  How  long 
have  complaints  of  malversation  in  office  been 
ringing  in  Hie  ears  of  gentlemen  \  Look  at  tfie 
formation  of  that  committee.  Its  chairman  (Mr. 
OAMBBBiBNa)  labors  nnder  a  political,  if  not 
a  legal,  disability  to  institute  and  copdnct  them 
with  efficiency.  Dare  he  move  in  snch  » 
cause?  No,  sfr;  he  would  seal  his  fete  forever. 
Bat  if  that  committee  were  forced  by  the 
Honse  into  the  investigation,  with  what  h^ 
of  success  could  we  rely  upon  it!  The  head 
of  each  department  would  hand  over  to  we 
chairman  of  that  committee  such  a  statement 
as  he  might  choose  to  send  here. 

Why,  sir.  it  would  be  like  the  trial  of 
Reuben  M.  Whitney.  Reuben  has  been  taed, 
and,  as  yon  will  be  glad  to  hear,  «o9^™5 
since  the  last  session.  Bnt  how  tried?  Hn 
by  a  committee  of  this  Honse?  No  or;  .W 
was  tried  on  the  other  side  of  the  AlleghanM^ 
while  the  witnesses  and  the  prosecutor  w«w  a 
thousand  miles  off.  He  was  tried  at  Jm*- 
borough,  Tennessee,  before  the  President  rftd* 
United  States ;  the  prosecutor  not  my  ^^ 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wisk,)  but  one  -JoM 
Kennedy,  who  prosecuted  Reuben  so  n«i<'- 
Bomely,  that  he  has  since  been  rewarded  by  W 
appointment.  Reuben  was  arraigned  before  tne 
President  in  a  lai^  crowd ;  the  charges  againw 
him  80  drawn  up  that  they  could  all  be  »- 
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nrend  in  hb  &Tor,  withoat  tonehing  the  trne 
iKoea  which  iny(dT«d  hia  goilt  or  Innooenoe. 
They,  in  effect,  asked  the  Prerideat— ia  Beu- 
b«n  a  aaint,  or  ia  be  a  riniier  t  "  He  ia  a  per- 
■eeated  patriot,  air ;  persecuted  on  aeeonnt  of 
his  opposition  to  the  United  Btates  Bank." 
" There  1  "  sud  they,  "do  yoor  hear  that!" 
and  tiie  ahont,  hurra  for  Benben,  was  loud  and 
hMig.  But,  sir,  the  geotleman  chose  to  wan- 
der from  the  sabject  before  the  House,  and 
carry  this  political  war  into  Tennessecw  Tliis 
is  eontrary  to  the  p<dioy  of  his  State  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  She  then 
bad  a  higher  regard  fc«-  State  linea  and  State 
sorereignty;  h^  patriotism  was  only  com- 
neasnrate  with  her  smaU  limits. 

He  repreaents  tiie  President  as  going  to  the 
HermitaKe  on  private  business,  and  seems  to 
jnstiiy'  all  which  Iiis  j^uiy  attempted  to  achieve 
by  tiM  Preddent'a  visit  to  Tennessee.    A  pri- 
vate vUt  to  the  Hermitage  1     They  scarcely 
mve  him  time  to  shake  hands  with  the  old 
Bntily  servants  at  the  Hermitage.    He  was 
fannied  from  {dace  to  plaee,  dragged  along 
through  dnst  and  heat  to  pablio  meetings,  at 
towna,    and    villages,    aaa   croes-roads,   and 
eatmtry  stores ;  carried  throng  Tennessee  and 
Alabama;  brought  back  and  taken  throngfa 
Senlneky,  by  the  way  of  Cincinnad,  to  Waui- 
ingttm.    The  friends  of  Mr.   Van  Bnren  re- 
sorted to  every  art  to  excite  and  induce  him 
to  take  an  active  part  in  the  election ;  and 
tbey  now  talk  of  a  private  visit  to  the  Hermi- 
tage t    Sir,  I  was  told  this  morning,  as  I  entered 
the  Oapitol,  ftat  some  one  of  the  monbers 
frsna  Teonessee  denied  certain   &ots   which 
every  one  there  knows  to  be  tme.    I  hope, 
■r,  that  no  snch  denial  has  been  made.    Bat, 
if  it  baa,  I  stand  ready  to  meet  the  gentleman, 
lad   maintain  the  trnth  of  those  &ot8  any- 
where.    The  President  assuled  me  for  the 
eeorse  which  he  said  I  had  porsned  in  rela- 
tion to  the  bill  which  contained  the  vpfitofti*- 
tion  to  carry  into  effect  the  Oherokee  trMty 
before  he  left  the  city,  which  complaint  he 
frefoently  reseated  on  his  way  to  (he  Hermi- 
Jtage.    At   ^oxville,  a  gentleman   produced 
the  dobe  newq>aper,  which  showed  that  I  had 
voted  and  spoken  in  support  of  that  measure. 
But  it  had  no  effect,  for  he  continued  to  speak 
of  it  as  he  had  done  before.    At  Sparta,  he 
deaoimeed  my  friend  tram  Virginia  (Mr.  Woe) 
as  a  Har.    At  the  house  of  lurs,  Saunders,  in 
Somner    county,   Tennessee,    he    stated   tiiat 
■y  ei^eagae  (Mr.  Beii.)  "  told  twenty  lies  in 
one  q>eeel>,  and  knew  tliem  to  be  lies  at  the 
tcme ; "  and  that  Peyttm  was  a  greater  liar 
ttan  BelL    In  passing  through  the  district  <^ 
ay  colleague,  (Mr.  Fosxsmt,)  his  very  able 
Sfieedi  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  having 
beea  mentioned,  the  President  stated  that  "  any 
gaan  could  get  as  good  a  q>eech  as  that  writt^i 
at  Waahi^iton  for  five  dollars."    When  asked 
how  Mr.  Huntsman  was,  in  rdation  to  political 
partiea,  "  He  is  oo  the  fence,"  said  the  OenenJ, 
"and  no  one  knowa  whidi  side  he  will  M." 


The  ooDstitnents  of  another  one  of  my  col- 
leagues  inquired,  "Well,  General,  what  do 
you  think  of  oar  rmresentativB,  Mr.  Shields?  " 
"  Oh  I "  said  he,  "he  is  of  no  account,  sir,  no 
account ;  torn  him  oat,  and  send  some  one  in 
his  place  who  is  of  some  account."  I  iMve 
repeated  these  tilings,  sir,  not  on  account  of 
any  pleasure  they  afford  me,  but  because  those 
very  gentiemen  who  were  the  canse  of  these 
exhibitions  are  now  denying  them.  Let  auf 
man  deny  this  statement  who  dare. 

But  the  gentieman  firom  Rhode  Island  calls 
upon  us  to  take  "the  ball  by  tiie  horns;" 
"  to  move  an  impeachment  agfdnst  the  Preat> 
dent  at  once ; "  says  that  "  be  is  accountable 
for  the  acts  of  his  ministers,  and  any  attack 
upon  them  is  in  effect  an  impeachment  of  him." 
This  is  strange  doctrine  to  me,  sir.  We  wish 
to  rope  these  calves,  and  drag  them,  bleatfaig 
as  they  go,  ftt>m  the  Treasury,  for  they  have 
been  sucking  too  long  already;  and  the  gen- 
tieman  says  no,  "  take  the  boll  by  the  horns." 
Move  an  impeadimmt  against  the  Prendoit, 
indeed  1  He  accountable,  criminally  account- 
able, for  the  want  of  integrity  on  the  part  of  his 
ministers  1  Was  there  ever  any  thing  more 
impudent  than  this?  Beoanae  General  Jack- 
son is  a  patriot,  does  it  follow  that  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  is  any  thing  but  what  the  world 
knows  him  to  be  ?  Because  General  Jackson 
is  an  honest  man,  does  it  follow  that*  Amos 
Kendidl,  and  all  the  other  "hirelings,"  as  he 
calls  them,  are  honest  too?  This,  sir,  is  tiie 
doctrine  of  the  party — the  doctrine  of  men  into 
whose  hands  the  government  of  the  country 
has  fallen.  But,  sir,  the  gentieman,  in  thua 
Muffling  himself  under  the  protecting  mantle 
of  the  President,  but  displays  the  usual  taot  of 
the  party  to  which  he  belongs.  They  are  all 
patriots,  if  the  President  be  a  patriot  They 
are  all  honest  men,  if  the  President  be  an  hmiest 
man.  Sir,  let  me  put  a  case  in  common  life 
to  illustrate  this  doctrine;  one  which  every 
farmer  will  understand.  Take  any  man  at 
seventy  years  of  age,  put  him  on  a  form  with 
sixty  hands  to  control  give  him  a  ftill  crop- 
corn,  tobacco,  and  small  grain— can  he  manage 
them  so  that  no  part  of  the  crop  will  suffer? 
Suppose  lus  fivemen  are  faithless  and  roguish, 
tiutt  they  are  detected  marauding  the  country 
of  nights,  taken  with  their  pigs  and  tarkey& 
their  chickens  and  potateos,  up<m  them,  oould 
they  plead  the  virtues  of  their  master  as  a 
Justification  of  their  crimes?  Ooold  you  not 
lynch  them  without  meaning  to  inflict  blows 
upon  the  good  old  man  whose  confidence  they 
had  abused  ?  There  is  no  man  amongst  them 
who  can  stand  one  moment  upon  his  own 
merita  No,  sir;  they  have  crowded  and 
huddled  together  under  the  montie  of  General 
Jackson,  until  that  is  not  broad  enough  to 
cover  them;  they  have  worn  it  threadbare, 
stretched  and  torn  it  into  tatters.  Yon  may 
occasionally  get  a  glimpse  of  Van's  bald  pate 
popped  out  here,  Amos's  sharp  frwe  there, 
Frax's  red  eyes  yonder,  Blair's  ahank  at  on* 
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place,  and  Benben's  pooketB  filled  wiUi  Treas- 
ni7  receipts  at  another ;  and  now,  ur,  we  hare 
the  gentleman  ftom  Rhode  Island  squealing 
•round  like  an  odd  pig,  for  whom  there  is  no 
teat,  hunting  a  place  to  crawl  in  at.  Now,  sir, 
what  I  wish  is,  to  strip  the  Jackson  mantle  off 
tiiese  gentlemen,  and  let  them  stand  up  for 
themsdyes.  Every  one  knows  that  no  gentle- 
man upon  this  floor  has  any  motive,  any  wish, 
to  make  an  issue  with  General  Jackson;  that 
he  cannot  be  the  object  of  this  resolution.  His 
course  ia  run,  his  day  is  past,  his  power  is  in 
other  hands;  and  we  wish  to  hold  tnose  gentle- 
men accountable  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
exercise  it.  There  has  been  no  investigation 
ioto  the  departments,  which  we  propose  to 
examine,  for  tiie  last  eight  years.  We  wish  to 
aee  a  settlement  of  their  accounts  at  the  bar  of 
the  public,  and  the  balance  fairly  struck  be- 
tween them  and  the  people.  They  may  be 
honeat,  very  honest ;  if  so,  it  is  due  to  them- 
selves that  they  show  it.  It  may  be  other- 
jrise;  and,  in  that  event,  it  is  due  to  the 
country  that  we  should  have  a  committee  of 
the  House  to  show  that  How  is  it  proposed 
that  they  shall  come  to  trial?  Upon  the 
certificate  contained  in  the  Message,  and  upon 
that  alone.  The  gentleman  himself  admits 
that  these  sweeping  certificates  are  unusual.  I 
detest  the  whole  system  of  certifying,  which 
pervades  every  department  of  the  Government^ 
and  can  be  traced  from  Reuben  M.  'Whitney 
np,  (I  believe  you  cannot  go  from  Reuben 
down.)  Tea,  sir,  a  eoward,  who  shrinks  and 
runs  firom  an  adversary  whom  he  has  injured, 
will  get  a  certificate  of  his  courage  to  use  upon 
the  stomp;  a  traitor  will  get  a  certificate  of 
patriotism;  a  rogue  of  his  honesty;  and  a 
peijnied  witness  of  his  veracity ;  and  if  you 
ttt^pt  to  fix  upon  either  of  these  his  true 
character,  he  will  ensconce  himself  behind  his 
certificate.  We  ask  permission  to  go  into  the 
various  departments,  and  see  what  their  true 
condition  is. 

But,  says  the  gentieman,  that  is  equivalent 
to  an  impeachment  of  the  President,  fcnr  here 
is  his  statonent  that  all  is  well ;  "that  there  is 
no  lust  cause  of  complaint  from  any  quartw ; " 
and  the  arj^ment  is,  that  if  you  find  Just, cause 
of  ocHuplaut,  it  will  show  thiat  what  tiie  Presi- 
dent has  said  is  not  true ;  and,  therefore,  if  you 
do  not  mean  to  attack  the  President,  Ihere  must 
be  no  examination  whatever.  We  hold  these 
ofiioen,  whose  cmidnct  we  propose  to  examine, 
to  be  trustees ;  and  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  they  h*ve  abused  their  trust,  and  abused 
the  confidence  of  the  President,  and  demand 
that  they  shall  give  an  account  dT  their  own 
oottdnct  to  the  Npresentatives  of  the  people, 
and  are  met  at  once,  and  told  that  you  are  .put- 
ting the  Presidait  upon  his  trial ;  it  is  an  im- 
peachment against  him ;  make  out  your  specifl- 
eations  and  summon  him  to  the  bar  of  the 
Senate.  All  we  ask,  sir,  is,  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  American  people  shall  send  a 
committee  and  examine  the  anhives,  reoords, 


and  papers  of  their  own  GovenmienL  in  anj 
and  all  of  ite  departments,  and  make  their 
report  of  the  facts  to  this  House.  We  propoee 
no  criminal  prosecution  against  any  we,  bat 
an  investigation  into  the  condition  of  the 
dqMrtments,  and  the  honesty  and  fidelity  of 
the  public  agents;  and  this  the  gentieman  calls 
disfranchisement  under  tiie  comnum  law.  He 
was  eloquent  and  extravagant  in  his  enlogiama 
upon  the  heads  of  these  departments;  he 
spouted  their  praises  in  poetry,  and  I  suppoae 
he  means  they  shall  live  in  song  and  stecy. 
He  says  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not 
slept  upon  his  arms.  No,  sir,  he  has  not  slept; 
ana  the  party  should  feel  under  the  hi^Mst 
obligations  to  him,  for  he  has  so  contrived  as  to 
make  the  Treasury  and  the  public  lands  a 
powerful  auxiliary  to  Mr.  Van  Bnren  in  the  lata 
election.  By  the  celebrated  Treasury  order, 
which  he  issued,  requiring  q)ecie  in  payment 
for  the  public  lands,  with  an  exception  in  favor 
of  citizens  of  the  States  in  which  those  lands 
are  situated,  he  in  effect  offered  a  bribe  of  «■• 
hundred  dollars  a  head  for  votes  in  the  StatM 
of  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  MieU- 
gan,  which  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  State. 
For,  sir,  st  the  sale  of  pablio  lands  in  Ifisnii 
sippi  last  fall,  specie  was  worth  at  one  tine 
twenty  per  cent. ;  and,  while  the  citixeos  of 
Tennessee,  then  oonridered  in  rebellion  agafaist 
Mr.  Van  Bnren,  were  required  to  pay  this 
enormous  tax,  the  citizens  of  MisMssippi,  a 
donbtM  State  in  the  election,  were  exeoipt 
fittm  it.  At  Government  price,  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  would  cost  the  Misaia- 
sippian  four  hundred  dollars,  while  the  Tennes- 
seean,  for  the  same  quantity,  was  compelled 
to  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  from 
the  necessity  he  was  placed  under,  by  this 
order,  of  raising  specie.  And,  sir.  thu  was 
not  confined  to  the  poor  and  needy,  but  ex- 
tended to  the  nabob,  with  his  hundreds  of 
hands  and  titousands  of  bales,  while  the  apede 
was  exacted  from  the  most  indigent  and  meri- 
torious  Tenneeseean.  This,  sir,  is  what  I  oaQ 
hi^-handed  oppression  on  the  one  Mde,  and 
wholeeale  bribery  and  corruption  on  the  other. 
Philip  of  Macedon  never  made  «  more  nnbtndt- 
ing  use  of  money  to  corrupt  and  enslave  the 
people  of  Greece.  This  Secretary  moat  be 
entitled  to  the  praise,  and  something  more  sub- 
stantial still,  to  a  portion  of  the  sooils  <£  tita 
party.  The  gentionan  alluded,  also,  to  the 
visit  of  the  Secretary  of  Steto  (Mr.  Foreyth)  to 
Qeorgia,  which  he  calls  unfortnnato ;  tree,  his 
visit  was  nnfortanato ;  and  of  the  visit  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  (Mr.  Dickeraon)  to  New 
Jersey,  which  was  also  unfortunate.  He  seeme 
miwiUing  to  rive  them  any  credit  for  well-meaat 
exertions,  and  "  wishes  to  God  they  had  stayed 
at  home."  This  appears  rather  ungrateful,  as 
they  used  their  best  exertions  in  the  cawck 
It  is  true  the  gentleman  attempts  to  conceal  the 
fkct ;  but  it  is  notorious  that  the  Secretary  vt 
State  went  to  Georgia,  and  used  every  effort  to 
rally  his  shattered  foroes;  that  he  wae  i^tenly 
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eieoticneering  for  ICr.  Van  Bnien.  Amos,  too, 
if  I  was  come&j  infonned,  made  an  ezoanion, 
for  a  like  purpose,  into  New  England.  I  am 
mre  that  I  saw  it  stated  that  he  had  his  face 
lithographed,  and  copies  sent  throngh  the 
eoimtr;f,  so  that  those  who  conld  not  see  "  the 
divine  original,  might  at  least  gaze  on  love  s 
oonnterfeit." 

Bat,  sir,  the  gentleman  assumes  another 
ground  in  defence  of  these  "  ministers,"  as  he 
calls  them.  He  says  the  ^ipointment  of  this 
eommittee  wonld  unonnt  to  a  disfrfmchisement 
oi  those  officers  whose  oondnot  it  is  proposed 
to  semtinize,  hj  denying  to  them  a  trial  accord- 
ing to  the  strict  mles  of  the  criminal  law.  This 
prindple  holds  onl  j  where  a  man  is  on  trial  for 
crime.  All  laws  are  to  be  liherallT-  exponnded, 
K>  as  to  detect  fraad,  bnt  strictly  oonstmed 
when  yon  come  to  pnnish  a  criminal.  The 
genUeman  goes  too  fast ;  he  leaps  to  the  oon- 
dorion,  leaving  as  at  the  beginning  of  this  mat- 
tar;  while  we  are  commencing  the  develop- 
nent  of  fraud  and  cormpUon,  which  the  law 
ibhors,  he  anticipates  the  awful  resnlt  which 
may  be  bronght  about,  and  is  appealing  to  yonr 
sympathy  on  behalf  of  the  culprit.  Kow,  if 
lie  will  be  patient,  we  will  go  on  with  him,  and 
in  due  season  we  will  lean  to  the  side  of  mercy, 
and  acquit  wherever  there  is  reasonable  doubt. 
Tttis  is  strange  doctrine  to  come  from  that  side 
of  the  House.  These  officers  are  the  trustees 
of  the  people,  and  accountable  to  the  people. 
They  have  been  long  in  office,  and  are  about 
entering  npon  a  new  lease;  and  now,  when 
called  upon  to  make  an  exhibition  of  their 
fidelity  and  ability,  their  friends  npon  this  floor 
nise  ibe  cry  of  disfranchisement  and  summary 
punishment.  I  deny  and  utterly  repudiate  this 
doctrine.  Sir,  in  private  life,  no  one  denies  the 
right  of  a  principal  to  look  into  the  conduct  of 
IiB  agent.  What  wonld  that  principal  think 
of  an  agent  who  wonld  shut  his  books  and  say, 
I  elum  protection  under  the  criminal  code; 
nm  cannot  examine  thesd  books,  lest  it  may 
lead  to  a  proeecntion  against  me  ?  What  honest 
man  would  not  say  at  once  he  was  guilty! 
What  jndge  would  sustain  the  objection  for  an 
instant !  Take  the  case  of  a  guardian :  a  mo- 
Ixm  is  made  ia  court,  a  committee  is  ^ipointed, 
aad  he  is  brou^t  forthwith  to  a  settlement ; 
eould  he  object,  on  the  ground  that  the  exami- 
■atkn  of  his  accounts  might  develop  crime, 
nd  lead  to  punishment?  And,  sir,  have  not 
the  American  people  the  same  power  over  these 
keepers  of  their  treasure,  and  guardians  of 
fteir  eonstitution,  laws,  and  liberties,  which  a 
eonrt  of  justice  can  exercise  over  the  guardian 
of  an  estate  and  the  children  who  own  it? 
Sir,  becaose  investigation  may  lead  to  such  a 
movery,  it  does  not  preolnde  investigation 
litogether.  The  gentleman's  fancy  seems  to 
be  haunted  by  the  idea  of  criminalproseoutions 
and  penitentiary  punishments.  Well,  sir,  his 
&ooiee  may  be  realized ;  he  may  know  some- 
limig  calculated  to  excite  his  alarm ;  it  may 
lead  to  that,  and  I  would  not  be  surprised  il^  in 
You  JUL— li 


some  instances,  it  did ;  but  we  move  no  tn|> 
peaohment,  no^  indictment,  no  presentment,  ^ 
this  time.  We  merely  ask  thi^  this  House,  at 
the  great  inquest  of  the  nation,  shall  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  departments ;  and  upon  a 
report  of  facts,  by  a  committee,  it  will  then  be 
able  to  determine  what  steps  are  proper  to  be 
taken.  If  crime  is  developed  in  any  quarto*, 
then  it  wiU  be  the  proper  time  to  bring  offend- 
ers to  trial,  and  they  snail  have  all  the  bemefita 
of  the  strict  rules  of  common  law,  and  criminal 
law,  and  the  benefit  of  clergy  likewise.  Sir, 
there  is  sometiiing  "  rotten  in  Denmark,"  or 
we  wonld  not  have  this  resolute  and  continued 
opposition  to  all  investigation,  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  show  mismanagement  on  the  part  of 
asents  and  officers  of  Government.  At  the 
adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  Oongreas 
there  were  pending  motions  and  resolutions 
calculated  to  effect  objects  similar  to  tiiose  con- 
templated by  this  resolution,  and  they  were  alL 
smothered  by  the  party  to  which  the  gentto> 
man  belongs,  and,  I  believe,  with  his  as«staiiea> 
The  gentleman  dreads  a  select  committee,  whi]« 
he  is  willing  to  go  to  trial  upon  the  certificate 
.of  the  President,  and  seems  to  have  full  confi- 
dence in  the  result,  if  the  matter  be  intrusted 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Tet, 
sir,  he  is  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  a  select  com-  . 
mittee,  and  says  it  will  be  a  "fault-finding^ 
censorious  committee."  Have  the  gentleman 
and  his  friends  any  thing  to  dread  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  committee  ?  Is  the  Speaker 
subject  to  the  suspicion  of  doing  ii^ustioe  to 
any  of  the  party  in  the  appointment  of  com- 
mittees !  Sir,  is  it  not  a  matter  of  absolute 
certainty  that  a  mi\jority  of  this  committee,  If 
appointed,  will  be  composed  of  the  fHends  of 
these  officers  ?  Cannot  those  gentlemen  meet 
their  own  friends  without  fear  and  trembling  ^ 
Is  there  not  virtue  and  talent  in  this  House 
sufficient  to  guaranty  protecticm  to  the  inno- 
cent, as  well  as  to  insure  the  deteetion  and  ex- 
posure of  the  guilty  ?  Are  gentlemen  wilting 
that  it  shall  be  understood,  and  go  abroad  to 
the  country,  that  they  cannot  face  such  a  oom- 
mittee,  composed  of  gentlemen  of  the  highest 
honor  and  purest  principle,  evra  though  they 
are  their  own  fHends  ?  And  these,  too,  are  the 
men  in  whose  hands  the  Oovemment  of  the 
country  is  placed,  and  who  claim  to  be  above 
suspicion,  beyond  the  power  of  this  House, 
forted  in  upon  all  sides  by  the  rampart»of  the 
President's  certificate. 

There  is  one  other  position  assumed  by  the 
gentleman  fW>m  Rhode  Island,  which  is  quite 
original,  and  merits  particular  attentioH ;  it  is 
this,  sir :  that  the  direction  given  at  the  last 
session  to  the  bill  commonly  called  the  exeo- 
utive  patronage  bill,  is  conclusive  as  to  the  views- 
of  this  House  upon  the  subject  of  executive- 
patronage.  .And  be  seems  te^draw  an  inference- 
that  the  House  then  gave  its  sanction  to  all' 
that  had  been  or  would  be  dene  in- the  way  of' 
executive  patronage,  in  all  its  departments.. 
What  are  the  facts  in  relation  to  that  case?;  A« 
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gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Maun,)  on 
the  26th  Febraary,  1886,  moved  "that  stud 
bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndi- 
eiaJT'."  My  colleague  (Mr.  Belx)  moved  "it 
shoold  be  referred  to  a  select  committee ; " 
and,  pending  these  motions,  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Dbomoools)  moved  "that  the 
executive  patronage  bill  be  committed  to  the 
GMnmittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
tiie  Union,"  which  motion  took  precedence  of 
the  others,  and  prevailed,  and  there  the  bill  has 
slept  ever  since.  The  question  of  executive 
pabvnage  was  not  taken  up  for  consideration 
afterwards ;  and  now  the  gentleman  contends 
that  the  House  having  fiuled  to  act  upon  the 
Bul^ect,  it  was  therefore  against  the  bill,  and  in 
&vor  of  executive  patronage,  to  the  fullest 
extent  Sir,  during  the  last  summer,  in  Ten- 
nessee, I  endeavored  to  inculcate  this  doctrine, 
BO  far  as  to  hold'  a  majority  of  this  House 
aooountable  for  its  failing  to  act  upon  this  as 
well  as  some  other  important  questions;  bat 
this  doctrine  was  controverted  by  you  and  your 
friends.  How  would  it  hold  upon  another  great 
question — the  question  of  amending  the  Consti- 
bltion  of  the  United  States  so  as  to  secure  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President  to  the' 
people,  at  all  events  and  under  all  circum- 
.  stances}  For  the  last  two  sessions  of  Con- 
gress this  has  been  a  leading  question,  and 
afforded  a  fiwr  opportunity  for  the  party  to  show 
their  zeal  in  carrying  out  the  measures  of 
General  Jackson.  I,  and  the  friends  with 
whom  I  act,  have  ever  been  in  favor  of  that 
measure.  At  the  session  before  the  last,  soon 
after  it  was  knovm  that  Judge  White  was  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  and  while  we 
were  urging  the  House  to  take  up  the  resolu- 
tions upon  that  subject,  the  present  Speidcer 
(Mr.  Jamks  K.  Polk)  made  a  speech,  in  which, 
after  professing  a  willingness  to  go  for  the 
measure,  objected  to  acting  upon  the  subject 
then,  alleging  a  want  of  time,  and  also  some 
imperfection  in  the  resolutions.  I  followed  in 
a  row  remarks,  in  which  I  urged  the  import- 
ance of  speedy  action  on  the  subject,  and  re- 
minded tlie  Speaker  of  his  former  course  in 
relation  to  the  matter ;  and,  though  he  spoke 
against  us,  he  voted  with  us  to  take  up  the 
resolutions.  His  friends,  however,  took  their 
one,  and  followed  his  precept  instead  of  his 
example,  and  the  resolutions  were  postponed. 
At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  same  sub- 
ject came  up,  with  no  better  fate  than  before. 
It  was  with  great  difSculty  we  could  get  a 
report  from  the  committee  at  all.  They  all 
professed  to  be  in  &vor  of  the  amendment. 
Ohl  yes ;  but  they  seemed  to  agree  to  differ  as 
to  the  mode  of  effecting  it ;  and,  at  last,  when 
the  report  came  in,  it  took  the  same  direction 
with  the  executive  patronage  bill,  or  some- 
thing like  it.  We  could  not  bring  the  gentle- 
men to  a  vote  on  either.  And  Is  it  to  be 
understood,  now  the  election  is  over,  (I  know 
that  it  would  not  have  been  admitted  before,) 
that  all  .thoae  who  voted  to  ^re  those  important 


measures  the  go-by  are  to  be  set  down  as  voting 
agwnst  them  f  If  so,  how  do  the  party  stand 
upon  the  great  leading  measures  of  General 
Jackson's  administration  I  If  we  call  upon 
gentlemen  to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Pres- 
ident upon  that  oft-repeated  but  never  heeded 
recommendation  in  regard  to  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  are  we  to  be 
told  that  the  House  has  already  decided  that 
question  agunst  the  President's  recommenda- 
tions, by  revising  to  vote  on  the  qnestiaal 
Are  we  to  be  tol^  if  we  propose  to  limit  exec- 
utive patronage,  that  the  House  las  already 
decided  that  question  in  the  same  manner,  and 
has  sanctioned  the  full  extent  to  which  exec- 
utive measures  have  been  recently  carried? 
And,  sir,  what  is  that  extent !  It  is  sufBcient, 
if  not  checked,  and  grows  into  a  settled  prece- 
dent, to  rivet  chains  upon  us  and  our  children 
forever.  Such  a  precedent  will  authorize  a 
President  to  make  the  nomination  of  his  succes- 
sor a  cabinet  measure,  issue  his  proclamation 
calling  a  convention  to  confirm  that  nomination, 
and  denounce,  in  advance,  all  who  dare  oppose 
the  nominees  before  or  after  the  convention 
acts,  as  "  assailing  public  virtue,  and  oppoang 
the  right  of  the  people  to  govern."  For,  ai^ 
this  has  been  done  m  the  late  nomination  or 
the  "Government"  candidates,  as  they  are 
called  in  the  English  journals.  Was  that  ticket 
so  remarkable  for  its  purity  and  virtue,  that  to 
oppose  it  was  to  assul  the  virtue  of  the  ped^e ! 
Mr.  Van  Bnren  had  promised  to  walk  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson,  and  is,  conse- 
quently, bound  in  due  time  to  nominate  his 
colleague  (Colonel  Johnson)  for  the  presidency, 
order  a  convention  to  ratify  his  nomination, 
take  the  field,  and  secure  lus  election  by  the 
use  of  all  the  ways  and  means  in  the  power  of 
the  Executive.  This,  sir,  is  the  extent  to  which 
executive  patronage  has  already  gone,  and  which 
the  gentleman  contends  has  beforehand  been 
sanctioned  by  this  House.  This,  sir,  is  what 
I  deny.  Whatever  this  House  may  be  destined 
to  do,  it  has  not  come  to  that  yet. 

Sir,  I  was  not  prepared  for  such  doctrines, 
and  I  must  say  that  I  was  not  prepared  for  the 
opposition  to  the  proposed  investigation.  I 
had  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  have  become 
ashamed  of  screening  these  ofiScers,  who, 
instead  of  running  to  General  Jackson  for 
certificates  of  moral  character,  should  be  the 
first  to  demand  an  investigation.  But,  sir, 
will  the  people  of  the  United  States  bo  satisfied 
forever  that  they  shall  shrink  from  respouM- 
bility,  hold  up  General  Jackson's  character  as 
their  shield,  and  thereby  escape  a  scrutiny  of 
their  conduct !  If  they  have  acted  honorably, 
we  wiah  them  to  sliow  it ;  if  those  suiqticioDa, 
so  common,  sO:  universal,  are  gronndless,  we 
wish  the  country  to  know  it.  Innocence  never 
seeks  for  safety  ih  flight,  in  concealment;  but 
rather  courts  inve^igation  and  defies  scrutiny. 
How  can  gentlemen  reconcile  innocence  with 
this  trembling  and  shrinking — this  shielding 
themselves  under  the  numerical  strength  of 
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their  friencbi  in  this  Hoose  ?    This  was  their 
ccnrse  at  the  last  session  of  CongreBS.    Bemem- 
ber,  sir,  irh&t  fatality  attended  evety  effort  to 
obtain  a  committee  of  investigation  then.  Recol- 
lect the  extraordinary  and  obstinate  protection 
ntended  to  that  darling  Treasnry-pet,  Beubeu 
Thitney.    Let  it  also  be  remembered  that  the 
Gonunittee  on  Indian  Affurs  nnanimonsly  re- 
commended an  inquiry  into  the  abuses  of  that 
bnrean,  which  would  have  developed  the  canses 
of  the  late  and  present  Indian  wars  in  the 
South.    That  committee  reported  a  resolution 
tnthorizing  any  two  of  its  members  to  prose- 
cate  the  inquiry  by  taking  testimony  for  the 
information  of  the  House  at  this  session.    But, 
sir,  this  resolution,  reported  by  a  committee  a 
minority  of  whom  were  in  favor  of  Mr.  Van 
Bnren,  was  rejected  in  the  House.    The  citizens 
at  Georgia  and  Alabama  petitioned  and  im- 
plored the  House  to  investigate  that  subject, 
alleging  the  most  unheard-of  frands  and  abuses. 
Upon  this  application  the  vote  stood :  Ayes  77, 
noes  77 — a  tie ;  and  the  Speaker  gave  the  cast- 
ing vote  against  the  investigation.    Sir,  men 
high  in  favor  and  high  in  office  were  suspected. 
The  agent  of  the  Government,  Jolm  B.  Hogan, 
gave  the  Department  official  iiiformation  of  the 
greatest  outrages  practised  upon  the  Indians 
which  were  ever  perpetrated  upon  any  people, 
savage  or  civilized.    He  was  very  soon  re- 
moved, or  rather  promoted,  &om  Indian  agent 
to  be  collector  at  the  port  of  Mobile.     And 
jet,  sir,  we  have  no  account  of  prosecutions, 
convictions,  and  punishments,  which  have  fol- 
lowed his  disclosures.    Why,  sir,  those  specu- 
lators, or  rather  Indian  robbers,  would  find  an 
old  coief  upon  his'patrijuonial  estate,  where 
the  chiefe  and  kings  of  his  race  had   lived 
for  centuries  before  him,  with  his  slaves  and 
his  £inn  around  him,  smoking  his  pipe  amidst 
his  own  forest  trees,   spuming  any  offer  to 
purchase  his  home;  and  they  would  bribe  some 
vagabond  Indian  to  personate  him  m  a  trade 
to  sell  his  land,  forging  his  name ;  and  the  first 
intimation  that  he  would  have  of  the  transac- 
tion, would  be  his  expulsion,  by  force,  from  his 
boose  I    This  was  common ;  and  not  only  so, 
bat,  under  the  pretext  of  reduming  fugitive 
slaves,  the  wives  and  children  (of  mixed  blood) 
of  the  Indians  were  seized  and  carried  off  in 
bondage.    The  famous  Osceola  himself  had  his 
wife  taken  6x>m  him,  and  that,  too,  it  has  been 
Mid,  by  a  Government  officer,  and  was  ohuned 
by  Uie  same  officer  to  a  log.    Sir,  what  else 
could  be  expected  but  that  these  scourged, 
Itlondered,  starving  savages  woi^  glut  their 
feogeance  by  the  indiscriminate  slaughter  of 
flte  innocent  and  helpless  franlies  of  Uie  firon- 
tier,  whose  blood  has  cried  to  ns  in  vain  ?    This 
has  caased  the  Florida  war,  which  has  produced 
such  a  waste  of  treasure,  the  loss  of  so  much 
national  and  individaal  honor,  and  of  so  many 
nlaable  lives  I     This  has  called  the  gallant 
Tolimteers  fi:«m  my  own  State,  and  from  my 
ovn  district,  who  have  traversed  a  thousand 
mQestofif^tabsttleoif  Btrangen;  tooontoid 


with  a  savage  foe,  while  drinking  those  stag- 
nant waters,  whose  malaria  is  death,  many  of 
whom  are  left  in  the  wild  woods  of  Florida, 
where  "  the  foe  and  the  stranger  will  tread  o'er 
their  heads,"  while  their  fellow-soldiers  are  far 
away,  happy  at  home  with  their  friends  and 
families.  One— ah  I  sir,  any  one  of  those  noble 
youths,  who  now  sleep  under  a  foreign  sod, 
was  worth  more  than  the  whole  army  of 
plunderers  who  have  caused  the  mischief.  And 
yet,  sir,  such  men  as  these  were  shielded  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress  by  the  casting  vote  of 
the  Speaker.  And  now,  according  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Bhode  Island,  the 
Hoose  has  sanctioned  all  they  did. 

I  think,  sir,  it  is  time  for  this  course  of  things 
to  cease.  It  is  time  for  the  people  to  know 
something  of  the  c<»duct  of  those  in  whose 
hands  the  public  business  is  intrusted,  and  who 
really  odmmister  the  Government.  They  have 
been  behind  General  Jackson  long  enough.  I 
was  present  when  Mr.  Van  Buren  took  his 
position  there.  It  was  a  striking  display  of 
that  paternal  care  which  the  President  has 
extended  over  Mr.  Yan  Bnren.  In  the  spring 
of  1884,  the  President,  Mr.  Yan  Buren,  and  a 
few  other  gentlemen,  I  amongst  the  number, 
rode  out  to  the  Washington  course  to  witness 
a  trial  of  speed,  (an  amusement  of  which  I  am 
very  fond,  and  for  which  the  President  had  not 
altcwether  lost  his  taste  at  that  day.)  It  was  a 
trial  ma  between  the  celebrated  Busiri;  and 
Emily.  The  horses  were  brought  on  the 
course ;  all  was  calm  and  quiet  until  the  rider 
of  Busiris  mounted,  when  the  old  courser  began 
to  rear  and  plunge;  this  seemed  to  stir  the 
metUe  of  Old  Hickory;  he  reared  up<m  hia 
stirmps  and  took  command :  "  Hold  him,"  (said 
he  to  the  boy,)  "  don't  let  him  run  agaiiost  the 
fence."  "  You  must  break  him  of  that,  sir," 
(to  the  trainer,)  "I  could  do  it  in  an  hour." 
Turning  to  me,  he  said:  "Take  your  stand 
there,"  (pointing  to  a  podtion  on  the  dde  of 
the  course;)  "there  La  but  one  place  from 
which  a  horse  can  be  correctly  timed."  I  took 
my  station  with  lever  in  hand.  "  Now,"  sud 
he.  "  come  up,  and  give  them  a  fair  start.''  At 
this  moment  he  discovered  the  Yioe  President, 
who  had  come  up  and  taken  his  position  near 
me;  he  exclaimed  with  great  emphasis  and 
earnestness  of  manner,  as  he  flashed  his  eye 
from  the  excited  animals  to  the  Yice  President, 
"  Mr.  Yan  Bnren,  get  behind  me ;  they  will 
run  over  yon,  sir."  It  would  have  done  you 
good  to  see  how  natural  and  easy  it  was  for 
Yon  to  slope  off  behind  the  old  chief.  _  And, 
sir,  there  he  has  been  ever  since.  Old  Hickory 
wonld  not  get  out  of  the  way  for  us  to  run 
over  him ;  if  he  had  given  us  a  fair  chance,  on 
any  stretch  or  torn  £iring  the  whole  race,  we 
would  have  ran  over  him  or  made  him  fly  the 
track.  But,  rir,  we  have  got  him  on  the  re- 
peat ;  the  General  will  be  out  of  the  way ;  he 
is  no  game-horse,  and  we  will  make  a  ease  of 
him  on  the  repeat.  I  do  not  complain  so  much 
thct  tiw  Freaideot  has  Men  in  love  with  Mr. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


228 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  B.] 


l%e  Praident't  ifettage—ifr.  Wite't  Retolvtion. 


[I>ECD(BB^  1886. 


Van  Bnren,  bnt  I  daim  the  privilege  of  falliDg 
in  love  vitn  whom  I  please ;  and  this,  sir,  is 
the  last  privilege  which  will  ever  be  sarren- 
dered  hj  man,  or  woman  either.  But,  sir,  Mr. 
Van  Boren  is  in  love  with  the  President,  too ; 
and  he  accidentally  found  it  out.  The  manner 
of  this  discoverT-  is  somewhat  curious.  I  do 
not  know  this  to  be  true,  bnt  it  was  mnch 
talked  of  and  nniversalljr  believed  in  this  city. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  in  conversation  with  a 
lady,  an  intimate  friend  of  the  President,  ami- 
able, interesting,  and  remarkable  for  oommuni- 
oating  to  him  whatever  she  thought  would  be 
agreeable  for  him  to  hear.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
said  to  this  lady  "  that  he  had  been  reading 
much,  and  thinking  deeply,  of  late,  upon  the 
characters  of  great  men,  and  had  come  to  the 
oonclnsion  that  General  Jackson  was  the  great- 
est man  that  had  ever  lived  in  the  tide  of  time ; 
that  he  was  the  only  man  among  them  all  who 
was  without  a  fault."  The  fair  friend  of  the 
President  was  delighted.  "But,"  said  he, 
"  whatever  you  do,  don't  tell  General  Jackson 
what  I  have  said.  I  would  not  have  him  to 
know  it  for  the  wprld."  You  see,  sir,  that  he 
was  afVaid  she  might  forget  it,  and  therefore 
thonght  it  safest  to  jog  her  memory.  But,  sir, 
he  might  have  saved  himself  that  trouble,  for 
the  excellent  lady  flew  to  the  President,  and 
told  him  all  that  had  passed.  "  Ah  I  madam," 
aaid  he,  with  tears  in  Lis  eyes,  "  that  man  loves 
me ;  he  tries  to  conceal  it,  but  there  is  always 
some  way  fixed  by  which  I  can  tell  my  friends 
ftwm  my  enemies."  Now,  sir.  Van  was  like  the 
F^nohman,  (though  I  want  it  distinctly  under- 
stood that  I  differ  with  Lim  about  this,  as  well 
as  about  many  other  things.)  A  Frenchman 
began  to  write  his  deed  thus:  "Know  one 
woman  by  these  presents.''  "  Why,"  said  the 
other  party,  "  do  you  not  pnt  it,  know  all  men 
by  these  presents)"  "Veil,"  said  he,  "is  it 
it  not  de  same  ting?  If  vone  woman  know  it, 
will  not  all  de  mens  find  it  out  i" 

Mr.  BiPtKT  said:  Had  this  been  a  proposi-. 
ti(Hi  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  state,  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  Navy 
and  War  Departments,  and  the  General  Post 
Office,  with  a  view  to  inv^igate  abuses,  if 
they  exist,  no  person  would  be  more  willing  to 
join  in  the  inquiry  than  myself.  No  individual 
would  be  more  anxious  to  enforce  the  responsi- 
bility of  subordinate  officers.  There  at6  none 
who  will  go  farther  to  ferret  out  any  mal- 
praotiloes ;  and,  if  they  really  exist,  to  ponish 
them  witJi  the  high  constitutional  power  of 
tUs  House.  Had  the  resolution  for  inquiry  had 
these  objects  solely  and  honestly  in  view,  I 
should  have  been  the  last  to  oppose  it.  But, 
rir,  the  President  is  constitutionally  responsible 
for  the  whole  of  the  executive  department ;  the 
Tarious  radii  of  its  powers  concentrate  as  well 
its  responsibilities  as  its  honors  upon  him ; 
and  when  I  take  these  oiroumstanoes  into  view, 
«nd  consider  also  the  spirit  in  which  this 
debate  has  been  conducted,  the  position  of  the 
Fresideat  oannot  be  observed  witlioat  exciting 


our  share  of  sympathy.  Shall  we,  at  a  mom^it 
when  his  connection  with  the  people  of  the 
United  States  is  about  to  terminate  forever, 
and  all  the  aspirations  of  ambition  ore  to  be 
dissolved  by  age,  infirmities,  and  sickness; 
when  the  consciousness  of  bis  high  and  devoted 
services,  which  we  all  know  he  must  poasess, 
and  the  enthusiastic  affection  of  the  American 
people,  were  about  to  cheer  the  evening  of  his 
life,  and  to  gild  his  expiring  lamp,  is  it  right  or 
proper  for  the  representatives  of  the  people 
whom  he  has  succored  and  saved,  to  cat  off 
this  departing  solace,  and  to  imbitter  his  last 
days,  by  adopting  a  resolution  which,  if  adopt- 
ed, will  sanction  an  opinion  of  this  Honse,  that 
corruption  and  Andrew  Jackson  have  been 
coupled  toother  ?  Will  they  do  this  without 
some  specific  charge,  without  some  definite 
allegation,  sustained  at  least  by  the  endorsement 
of  one  individual  in  the  House,  who  will  be 
wiUing  to  give  his  name  to  posterity  as  the 
author  of  the  allegation.  In  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  marked 
with  so  much  wit  and  pungency  of  satire,  the 
allegations  are  made  against  Andrew  Jackson, 
as  die  object  who  is  to  be  convicted  of  the 
corruption  which  is  so  broadly  insinuated  in 
the  resolution  to  exist  in  the  executive  depart- 
ment. I  am  not  willing  to  exercise  the  high 
constitutional  powers  of  this  House,  in  tne 
least  degree,  in  sanctioning  such  an  allegation. 

General  Jackson,  after  a  life  spent  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  is  about  retiring  frcmi 
the  elevated  position  he  holds  as  presiding 
executive  officer  of  these  States,  at  an  advanced 
age,  and  worn  down  by  the  labors  spent  in  that 
service.  He  is  now,  sir,  on  the  bed  of  sickness, 
which  may  prove  his  bed  of  death.  God  grant 
that  it  may  not,  bnt  that  he  may  live  many, 
many  years  amongst  that  people  whose  rights 
he  has  so  bravely  and  honestly  defended,  and 
whose  prosperity  under  his  successful  adminis- 
tration, has  excited  the  astonishment  of  the 
whole  civilized  worid. 

What,  sir,  is  the  relation  that  Andrew  Jade- 
son  bears  to  the  representatives  of  the  pe<qde 
of  the  United  States  ?  From  the  period  of 
vour  revolutionary  war  to  the  present  moment, 
he  has  been  the  lofty,  indefatigable  defender  of 
his  country.  In  war  and  in  peace,  on  tbe 
battle  field  and  in  your  councils,  his  exertions, 
his  toils,  and  unceasing  energv  and  integrity, 
have  done  as  much  as  any  other  man,  not  ex- 
cepting your  Washington  in  the  field,  and  your 
Jefferson  and  Madison  in  the  cabinet,  to  elevate 
the  characty  of  this  republi(^  to  advance  its 
prosperity,  and  to  preserve  its  peace.  Bis 
name  has  been  s>  tower  of  strength,  and  under 
his  administration  the  character  of  an  American 
citizen,  as  was  that  formerly  of  a  Roman  dti- 
zen,  is  a  pasf^rt  throughout  the  world.  Aye, 
sir,  in  foreign  lands,  wherever  your  star- 
8pang;led  banner  displays,  fh>m  the  high  and 
giddy  mast,  the  character  of  our  republic,  under 
the  eegis  of  the  lofty  virtues  of  the  Preindent, 
has  that  wall  of  strength  that  feels  ever  ooK- 
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seioos  of  the  protectioD  of  a  great  and  power- 
Ihl  nation.  And  wonld  yon,  dr,  would  this 
House,  after  a  life  thus  spent,  and  which  im- 
partial hiatoiT'  is  about  to  take  charge  of  for 
the  benefit  of  his  coontry ;  would  they  at  the 
vn  of  his  long  life,  so  worthily  spent  in  all 
that  is  patriotic  and  virtaoue  in  the  pablic 
BO-rice ;  would  thej  pursne  him  with  insinua- 
tions that  oormption,  with  its  blighting  mildew, 
had  found  entrmce  into  the  bosom  of  Jackson's 
more  than  Roman  -virtue)  If  this  Honse  insti- 
tntes  the  inqniry,  it  sanctions  the  charge ;  and 
will  they,  without  any  specific  allegations,  just 
at  the  close  of  (General  Jackson's  career,  hold 
the  fatal  chalice  to  his  lips,  which  should  poison 
and  imbitter  with  the  stmgs  of  ingratituae  the 
eTtming  of  his  life  ?  \Ve  have  had  no  precedent 
to  justify  such  ft  measure.  Party  spirit  has 
raged  and  misrepresented  all  your  Presidents 
iming  their  term  of  office;  but  they  have 
passed  and  are  passing  off  the  stage,  ill  with 
the  award  of  official  and  personal  integrity. 
Some  have  not  been  re-eleoted  by  the  people, 
but  against  them  no  charge  of  corroption  is 
found' imbodied  in  the  annals  of  the  country. 
Bor  does  any  American  citizen,  at  even  this 
L^ise  of  time,  impeach  their  integrity ;  no  one 
charges  them  with  wilful  or  wanton  corruption, 
Thile  administering  the  affairs  of  the  Common- 
vealtfa.  The  only  allegations  made  against 
them,  as  they  quit  the  scene  of  their  labors, 
of  tbeir  glories,  and  their  services,  were,  that 
t  diatingnkhed  member,  formerly  from  Vir- 
pnia,  accused  Mr.  Jefferson  of  retiring  with 
i  political  falsehood  in  his  month;  and  an 
equally  distinguished  member  from  Massachu- 
setts moved  his  solitary  vote  to  impeach  Mr. 
Ifadison.  I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  after  the  ex- 
cttement  of  party  was  over,  both  of  these 
gentlemen  regretted  these  allegations.  The 
charges  never  have  and  never  will  affect  the 
great  patriarch  of  liberty,  the  author  of  the 
declaration  of  independence,  or  his  equally 
iDustrioiis  firiend,  the  founder  and  champion 
of  our  constitution.  The  one  unfurled  to  the 
world  the  principles  of  popular  government ; 
the  other,  more  than  any  man,  connected  liberty 
with  law — secured  an  equality  of  political 
rights,  by  securing  to  society  the  fruits  of  labor. 
Wherever  oppressed  man  rises  to  resist  the 
oppressor,  the  declaration  drawn  up  by  Thomas 
Jefferson  is  invoked.  Wherever  constitutional 
law  is  appealed  to,  to  secure  those  rights,  the 
political  writings  of  James  Madison  form  the 
gire  fountains  of  living  water  which  diffUse 
Bberty  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  nations. 
Together,  locked  hand  in  hand,  they  are  work- 
ing their  silent  way,  and  they  have  planted 
that  school  of  political  liberty,  of  which  this 
Kpublic  may  arrogate  to  itself^  through  their 
exertions,  the  being  the  founder. 

Republics  have  been  accused  of  being  un- 
gratenil.  Aristides  was  ostracized  for  being 
ailed  the  Just,  and  Themistocles  banishec^ 
after  saving  his  country  from  desolation.  The 
nOiors  of  these  acts  have  bot  transmitted  their 


names  to  posterity.  How  keen  would  be  the 
reproaches  of  the  history  of  the  last  two 
thousand  years,  how  withering  their  infamy, 
if  they  had  not  escaped  by  this  silence  of  his- 
tory. General  Jackson  has  been  doomed  to 
meet  the  same  ingratitude,  after  preventing  the 
dismemberment  of  our  republic,  after  rescuing 
the  fair  and  fertile  fields  of  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent  There,  sir,  help- 
less age  and  tender  youth,  and  all  the  <mamu 
of  refinement  and  beauty,  were  protected  by 
his  hand.  There,  sir,  was  effected  one  of  those 
signal  deliverances  of  a  people  which  has  al- 
r^y  caused  the  plains  of  New  Orleans  to  rank 
with  Marathon  and  Platea,  reflecting  all  its 
bright  lustre  upon  the  army  of  liberty  that 
fought  under  him,  and  sending  all  its  glowing 
light  throughout  the  world,  to  elevate  the  char- 
acter of  this  republic.  Sir,  almost  at  tlie  mo- 
ment this  was  effecting,  and  while  painting, 
history,  poetry,  music,  and  sculpture,  were 
giving  greenness  to  his  immortality,  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  were  denouncing  bin/  in 
the  Seminole  war.  Sickening  with  the  same 
flings  that  were  pained  at  hearing  Aristides 
called  the  Jnst,  the  detractors  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son loathed  the  beau  ideal  of  his  character. 
Again,  during  the  panic,  that  same  body  have 
impeached  and  conaemned  him,  without  a  trial, 
for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  How,  sir,  have  the  people  met 
these  charges !  They  have  almost  by  acclama- 
tion elected  him  President  on  each  occasion. 
They  have  rallied  to  defend  him.  Where,  sur. 
are  his  accusers  ?  I  ask  again,  where  are  they  f 
And,  sir,  permit  me  to  predict  that  if  the  pres- 
ent resolution  passes,  it  will  only  reflect  dis- 
grace upon,  tlie  present  House  of  Representa- 
tives. The  people  will  come  to  the  rescue,  and 
expunge  the  resolution  from  this  House,  as  I 
trust  they  are  about  expunging  a  former  one 
ft'om  the  Senate.  The  whole  future  history  of 
the  country  will  hold  up  in  proud  relief  Uicir 
old  chief,  »an»  peur  and  mm  reproche,  and  the 
ingratitude  of  this  House  in  pursuing  him  with 
the  odious  charge  of  corruption,  even  upon  the 
bed  of  sickness  and  of  death,  when  I  do  not 
believe  there  can  be  a  member  here  who  con- 
scientiously believes  that  Andrew  Jackson  ever 
was,  in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  unfaithful  or 
inimical  to  the  interests  of  this  country. 

I  regret  that  the  honorable  member  from 
Tennessee  should  have  been  so  excited  by  ft 
warm  election  contest  as  to  urge,  upon  such 
trivial  grounds  as  he  has  alleged,  so  grave  an 
inquiry  into  tlie  corrupt  conduct  of  the  execu- 
tive departments.  The  State  of  Tennessee  has 
been  reared  imder  the  fostering  and  paternal 
care  of  Andrew  Jackson.  He  has  done  more 
than  any  other  man  to  elevate  and  form  its 
character.  Intelligent,  cbivalric,  patriotic,  and 
virtuous,  they  will  be  the  last  portion  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  sanction  allega^ 
tions,  either  personal  or  as  the  constitutional 
head  of  the  Government,  agtunst  thetr  veteran 
chief.    Those  brave  men  who  followed   his 
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banner  through  the  Creek  nation,  and  on  the 
plains  of  New  Orleans,  with  the  citizen  soldiers 
of  Eentnoky,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  are 
not  to  prove  so  recreant  to  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  so  nnfaithftal  to  themselves,  as  to  imbitter 
the  remnant  of  his  days  with  so  adjust  an  ac- 
cusation. And  what  are  all  the  allegations  that 
the  honorable  member  adduces  to  justify  the 
exercise  of  the  high  constitutional  power  of 
this  House  ?  That  the  President,  in  a  conver- 
sation with  a  friend,  had  remarked  that  Mr. 
Bell,  another  member  from  Tennessee,  had 
stated  lies  about  him,  and  that  "  Peyton  could 
tdl  twenty  lies  to  Bell's  one."  Now,  sir,  what 
were  tiie  facts  in  the  case?  The  honorable 
members  from  Tennessee  at  the  last  session  had 
indnlced  in  pretty  severe  censures  upon  the 
President's  administration.  In  conversation 
with  his  neighbors,  according  to  this  statement, 
in  naturally  vindicating  himself,  he  had  pretty 
warmly  recriminated.  I  think  the  language 
th^t  he  made  use  of,  as  is  usual  on  such  occa- 
sions, must  have  undergone,  in  the_  course  of 
its  gossip,  some  version  before  it  reached  tl^ 
ears  of  the  honorable  member :  for  it  is  not  the 
language  of  that  delicate  and  manly  bearing 
which  all  know  mark  the  character  of  Andrew 
Jackson.  At  any  rate,  is  a  mere  controversy 
in  an  election,  where  the  President  and  the 
honorable  members  from  Tennessee,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  constitutional  rights,  supported 
different  candidates,  to  be  the  basis  of  an  inquis- 
itorial examination,  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
into  the  conduct  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments? 

Atmin:  the  honorable  member  alleges  that 
this  House  refused  to  institute  an  inquiry  into 
fi-auds  that  were  perpetrated  upon  -the  Indians 
of  Alabama,  by  the  citizens  of  that  State,  in 
the  sales  of  their  lands  to  individuals.  When 
that  resolution  was  introduced  into  the  House, 
I  had  the  honor  of  proposing  an  amendment  to 
it,  referring  the  subject  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  motive  for  this  amendment 
was,  that  this  House  had  no  constitutional  pow- 
er to  order  the  investigation  by  their  authority ; 
and,  if  it  had  been  done,  it  would  have  been 
one  of  the  most  fatal  precedents  to  the  rights 
of  the  States.  It  was  alleged  that  the  Indians 
had  been  swindled  out  of  their  reserved  lands, 
in  many  cases,  by  residents  of  Greorgia  and 
Alabama.  Of  course,  if  offences  had  been 
committed,  as  I  know  of  no  law  of  the  United 
States  providing  for  such  cases,  they  were  com- 
mon law  or  statute  law  offences  against  those 
States,  not  cognizable  by  the  United  States 
tribunal.  In  a  case  where  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama secures  a  speedy  trial  by  juty,  and  a  cross- 
examination  of  witnesses,  would  any  person 
arrogate  to  this  House  the  power  to  send  its 
committee  to  make  an  ex  parte  investigation, 
to  hold  up  its  citizens  as  malefactors,  without 
being  heard,  without  the  privilege  of  counsel, 
and  the  cross-examining  of  witnesses?  Sup- 
pose, sir,  that,  in  obtaining  the  charter  of  a 
bank  in  a  neighboring  State,  respectable  citi- 


zens should  l>e  accused  of  fhmd  and  bribeiy, 
an  offence  that  is  punishable  by  the  commao 
law  of  that  State,  does  this  House,  sir,  poasees 
the  power  to  tnunple  upon  State  ri^ts,  ud 
send  its  committee  of  inqoisition  into  the  halls 
of  the  State  Le^pslatnre,  to  hunt  up  ez  parU 
testimony  as  its  basis,  and  to  hunt  down  all 
that  is  respectable  and  venerable  in  the  chano. 
ter  of  its  citizens,  to  condwin  them  onheard, 
without  grand  juries  or  petit  juries,  and  draw 
up  a  widiering  report,  that  would  blast  them 
as  far  as  our  language  extended,  before  the/ 
bad  an  opportunity  of  defending  themsdveet 
If  this  power  had  been  exercised  by  the  ori^- 
nal  resolutions  of  last  session,  like  the  CoudqI 
of  Ten  at  Venice,  or  the  Holy  In^uisitioD  of 
Spain,  it  would  have  sung  the  reqmcm  of  pub- 
lic liberty,  and  broken  down  the  whole  peul 
jurisdiction  of  the  independent  States.  Audi 
feel  peculiar  personal  consolation  in  being  the 
means  of  arresting  the  progress  of  a  measnre 
so  fraught  with  disastrous  conseanenoes.  The 
subject  was  referred  to  the  Presiaent,  who  was 
directed  to  investigate  into  the  cases  of  fraod. 
From  the  character  of  the  agent  employed  by 
the  President,  (General  Hogan,)  I  feel  confident, 
from  my  knowledge  of -the  man,  that  the  dn^ 
has  been  faithfhlly  attended  to ;  and  if;  as  the 
honorable  member  suggests,  he  has  reoeired 
the  coUedtorship  of  Mobile,  it  cannot  havebeen 
conferred  upon  a  more  deserving  or  more  intel- 
ligent citizen,  or  one  who  has  more  gallantly 
defended  his  country  daring  the  Roomiest 
period  of  the  late  war.'* 

The  honorable  member  has  also  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  being  em- 
braced in  the  general  allegation  of  oorraption. 
Sir,  the  lofty  character  of  Levi  Woodbniy  is 
too  well  known  to  this  House  and  to  this  na- 
tion to  require  any  conmient  ttoxa  me.  Bora, 
reared,  and  educated,  amidst  the  granite  momi- 
tains  of  my  native  State,  his  stem  and  steriing 
virtues  had  already  carried  him  to  the  hi^est 
honors  of  New  Hampshire,  when,  in  the  midst 
of  the  panic  battie,  he  was  called  to  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
New  England  may  justly  feel  proud  of  the  hifh 
character  which  he  has  reflected  back  upon  his 
native  land.  And  let  me  ask,  what  indn(* 
ment  to  corruption  can  there  be  on  the  part  of 
Levi  Woodbury?  There  has  l)een  no  specific 
chante  against  him ;  not  a  whisper  of  prqndiee 
that  he  has  done  any  thing  to  forfeit  his  exalted 
character.  He  is  affluent  in  his  personal  sitDS- 
tion,  with  every  thing  to  make  nim  hi^pT  '^ 
domestic  life ;  and,  above  all,  principles  of  the 
most  stem  and  unbending  integrity  are  inter- 
woven with  his  nature.  The  only  allegation 
insinuated  against  him  is,  that  in  the  exerciw 
of  his  duty,  imposed  by  a  law  passed  by  this 
House,  he  is  compelled  to  transact  ofllcial  busi- 
ness with  the  agent  of  the  deposit  banks.  That 
agent  is  no  officer  of  this  Government;  w* 


•  General  Homn  sorrod  wtthmit  dbtlnetlon  In  tt«  •'»' 
•t  OUpiwwt,  Bridgewator,  aod  Fort  Erie. 
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iMve  no  oonstitntional  power  over  him.    He 
has  been  assailed  bj  the  severest  epithets  of 
party.    H«  has  been  employed  by  the  deposit 
banks,  many  of  fhem  in  opposition  to  the  ad- 
ministration, to  attend  to  Uieir  business  with 
the  Treasnry.    For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  learn 
any  ^>ecifio  choices  with  which  he  is  accosed. 
And  I  have  no  donbt  that  the  President,  when 
he  gave  him  the  character  which  the  honorable 
member  states  that  he  ^d  at  Jonesboroagh, 
came  to  the  honest  and  oonsdentioDs  conviction 
that  snoh  a  torrent  of  anathemas  from  the  op- 
position in  this  Honse,  assailing  the  character 
of  this  man  for  more  than  foor  years,  wonld 
have  annihilated  him,  had  not  his  reputation 
been  fouided  upon  the  rook  of  integrity.   High- 
soimdin^  epithets  and  bold  denunciations  can- 
not, thuik   God,  blast  the  character  of  any 
American  citizen,  unless  they  are  accompanied 
with  specific  all^ations  and  specific  proofs. 
On  the  contrary,  they  raise  in  the  generous 
minds  of  the  American  people  that  spirit  of 
sympathy  for  unmerited  persecution,  which  is 
■ore  to  protect  its  intended  victim,  and  roll 
iMck  tibe  corrent  upon  the  author. 

I  feel,  At,  that  I  should  have  but  unworthily 
4&eharged  my  duty  as  a  Representative  of 
Loolnana,  had  I  not  raised  my  voice  in  opposi- 
tion to  tlus  resolution.  Whatever  may  be  the 
personal  or  political  predilections  of  my  con- 
stituents, gratitude  to  Andrew  Jackson  for  the 
inestimable  benefits  he  has  conferred  upon  the 
citizoia  of  onr  State,  is  an  almost  pervading 
sentiment.  It  is,  like  the  vestal  flame,  guarded 
with  intense  care,  and  faithftilly  transmitted 
from  one  generation  to  another  As  the  8th  of 
January  revolves  its  annual  rounds,  so  often 
does  the  hoary  veteran  who  shared  in  the  mem- 
Mable  campaign  repair  to  the  grass-grtlwn  hil- 
lock which  marks  the  battle  field,  and  recite  the 
eventful  story  to  his  children.  Often  are 
time  and  space  annihilated,  and  the  years  of  his 
pilgrimage  recalled  to  the  desperate  conflict; 
and  in  those  rural  f&tes,  which  none  know 
better  how  to  grace  with  refinement  and  beauty 
than  the  gallant  Frank  of  our  sunny  climo,  the 
revered  name  of  Andrew  Jackson  is  never  for- 
gotten, and  the  choicest  of  Heaven's  blessings 
are  invoked  upon  the  patriot's  head. 

Mr.  A.  Mann  smd  tnat,  of  all  the  debates  to 
which  he  had  ever  listened,  this  was  the  most 
useless.  The  cry  of  corruption  had  been  raised 
against  the  heads  of  these  departments  for  two 
or  three  years,  without  there  ever  having  been 
any  specific  charge  of  corruption  or  malead- 
ministration.  He,  for  one,  should  be  well 
pleased  to  see  the  accuser  come  face  to  face 
with  the  accused.  If  there  was  corruption 
anywhere,  let  it  come  out.  But  these  general 
charges  were  made  to  extend  to  every  nook  and 
comer  of  our  Government.  Why  was  this? 
The  cry  of  corruption  was  raised,  but  why  did 
not  tiie  genti^en  show  the  act  and  point  to 
the  man  who  was  guilty  of  it  ?  Who  was  he 
in  whom  corruption  had  been  found  t  He,  Mr. 
K.,  wonld  aaaert,  on  behalf  of  the  executive 


departments  of  this  administration,  that  their 
officers  courted  investigation,  and  were  desirous 
that  your  committees  should  ho  sent  amongst 
them.  He  was  in  favor  of  investigation,  but 
the  resolution  of  the  gentieman  from  Virginia 
oontiuned  merely  general  charges  of  cormption. 
He  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Pbabos's  amendment, 
and  would  give  power  to  a  committee  to  invea- 
ti^te  any  specific  charge  which  any  member 
might  make  on  this  floor,  or  which  any  indi- 
vidual of  a  respectable  character  might  make 
elsewhere.  But  let  the  investigatiou  .of  the 
committee  be  confined  to  the  particular  charge 
which  might  be  made.  K  there  was  cormp- 
tion, let  it  be  made  known, ;  if  not,  let  not 
gentlemen  be  convicted  upou  mere  general 
charges,  having  no  proof  to  snsttun  them. 
In  renly  to  a  question  fh)m  Mr.  Undbswoois 
Mr.  Munr  explained,  that  he  did  not  say  that 
he  should  vote  against  the  original  resolutiMi, 
if  the  amendment  be  not  adopted,  but  that  he 
preferred  the  latter. 

Mr.  Unsbbwood  said,  the  true  question  is, 
whether  we  have  a  right  to  make,  the  examina- 
tion before  charging  any  offence ;  or  must  we 
specify  offences  at  random,  and  then  caU  for  s 
committee  to  asoertun  their  truth  ?  If  it  was 
a  mere  copartnership  between  the  heads  of  the 
departments  and  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, we  should  have  the  right  to  inspect  their 
books  and  papers ;  and  a  refusal  on  their  part 
to  let  us  do  it  wonld  be  just  cause  for  dissolving 
the  concern.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  a  oopartiiership 
in  political  trade,  where  each  member  of  the 
firm  shares  the  profits  acoordfaig  to  the  capital 
of  intrigue  and  management  he  contributes. 
Such  a  doctrine  is  only  current  with  those 
whose  motto  is,  "  to  the  victors  belong  the 

Xils."  The  people  of  this  nation,  in  whose 
.  ae  we  stand,  do  not  admit  the  existence  of 
any  partnership  with  their  rulers.  It  is  no 
joint-stock  company.  Those  who  rule  in  the 
executive  departments  are  the  mere  agents  of 
the  people,  the  trustees  for  their  use ;  and  wo, 
temporarily  clothed  with  the  power  of  the 
people,  as  their  representatives,  nave  the  same 
right  to  call  upon  those  agents  and  trustees  to 
exhibit  all  their  books,  records,  and  aoconnto, 
touching  the  affidn  of  the  Government,  that 
the  merchant  has  to  call  upon  his  factor,  or  the 
landlord  upon  his  steward.  Sir,  this  right  is 
the  true  basis  pf  American  liberty ;  it  is  the 
essence  of  responsibility  ;  and  if  it  be  not  prao- 
tically  exercised,  the  people  can  never  settie 
their  accounts,  or  know  how  they  stand  with 
their  rulers;  and  when  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  (Mr.  Bipuet)  seemed  to  deny  the 
very  existence  of  such  a  right,  I  felt  that  he 
was  uttering  sentiments  and  opinicms  more 
congenial  to  the  monarchical  atmosphere  of 
Europe  than  the  republican  expanse  which  en- 
circles the  States  of  this  Union.  If  there  is  no 
such  right,  liberty  is  dead,  and  despotism 
reigns. 

But,  sir,  the  abstract  right  has  not  been  posi- 
tively denied,  although  it  has  been  treated  as 
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if  U  did  not  exist ;  and  the  manner  proposed 
for  its  exercise,  by  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island,  rather  implies  a 
Want  of  right  or  authority  to  send  ont  a  com- 
mittee to  make  a  general  examination.  The 
gentleman  Arom  Rhode  Island  is  an  astute  law- 
Ter ;  and,  if  he  will  reflect  a  moment,  he  must 
be  sensible  that  the  course  indicated  by  his 
amendment  is  a  departure  from  the  settled 
practice  in  courts  of  justice,  designed  to  bring 
the  Tiolators  of  the  penal  code  to  punishment. 
By  their  practice,  the-  grand  jury  is  first  em- 
panelled and  sworn  to  inquire ;  and,  sir,  the 
grand  Jury  is  unrestricted  in  its  inquiries.  It 
has  no  limits,  but  may  take  a  range  of  investi- 
gation coextensive  with  the  penal  laws  of  the 
land.  The  grand  jury  indicts  and  presents,  and 
gives  shape  and  form  to  the  charge.  After  the 
grand  jury  has  specified  the  time,  place,  circum- 
stances, and  manner  of  the  crime,  then  comes 
the  tmira,  and  the  accused  is  put  upon  bis 
trial.  The  gentleman's  amendment  reverses 
the  order  of  things.  He  would  have  the  pros- 
ecutor to  state  the  charge  by  gnessmg,  and 
without  the  examination  of  any  witness  before 
the  grand  jury,  or  a  court  of  inquiry,  and  then 
he  would  forUiwith  enter  upon  the  trial.  Only 
indulge  the  gentleman  in  such  a  course — a 
course  which  subverts  the  settled  wisdom  of 
the  country,  growing  out  of  the  experience  of 
ages — and  I  will  venture  to  say  that  no  culprit 
ever  could  be  convicted,  with  the  gentleman's 
talents  employed  in  the  defence.  This  House 
is  the  grand  inquest  of  this  nation,  and  I,  for 
one,  Mr.  Speaker,  will  never  consent  to  trammel 
its  investigations  by  adopting  a  limited  rule, 
such  as  the  amendment  proposes. 

The  gentleman  fi-om  Louisiana  (Mr.  Riplkt) 
seems  to  consider  the  original  resolution,  which 
contemplates  an  examination  of  the  depart- 
ments in  all  their  ramifications,  as  an  Insmua- 
tion  against  the  integrity  of  the  President  He 
fMr.  K.)  will  not  look  into  the  condition  of  the 
departments,  because  the  President  has  certified 
that  all  is  well ;  and  to  look  for  himself  and 
his  constituents  after  that,  would  be  to  suspect 
the  truth  and  honesty  of  the  President. 

I  was  astonished  to  hear  such  sentiments 
avowed  on  this  floor.  They  are,  in  my  opin- 
ion, exotic,  plants  which  should  never  be  per- 
mitted to  take  root  in  American  soil.  It  is  the 
doctrine  of  passive  obedience,  of  quiet  acqui- 
escence in  the  will  of  a  master.  Sir,  the  gen- 
tlem^  forgets  that  eternal  vigilance  is  the 
condition  upon  which  public  liberty  depends. 
We  should  receive  notning  without  examina- 
tion, without  sifting  it  thoroughly,  and  asoer- 
tainmg  for  ourselves  and  our  constituents  all  its 
properties  and  qualities.  If  we  are  to  take 
things  on  trust,  our  presence  here  might  as 
well  be  dispensed  with,  and  we  had  better  sur- 
render at  once  aU  the  powers  of  government 
into  the  hands  of  a  truthful  and  honest  Presi- 
dent. Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  truth 
or  honesty  of  tiie  resident.  I  shall  neither 
concede  nor  deny  him  thc^e  qualities  upon  this 


occanon.  By  his  "  fruits  "  I  know  him.  Bnt 
as  he  is  soon  to  retire  from  his  station,  and  u 
it  does  not  a£fect  the  principles  for  which  I  im 
contending,  whether  ne  is  truthful  and  honeet 
or  otherwise,  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire  into 
such  personal  qualities.  But  suppose  it  wen 
conceded  that  his  character  for  truth  and  hon- 
esty stands  as  high  as  his  warmest  admlren 
would  place  it,  are  we  to  abstain  from  an  ex- 
amination into  the  conduct  of  our  public  fnno- 
tionaries,  and  the  situation  of  their  offioei, 
merely  because  the  President  is  of  opinion  thej 
have  done  their  duty  f  The  President's  oerti- 
ficato  in  their  behalf  is  nothing  more  than  his 
opinion;  he  does  not  inform  us  that  he  baa 
made  a  minute  and  personal  examination  into 
the  condition  of  the  departments,  and  that  his 
opinion  is  the  result  of  such  examinatios.  ¥e 
know  that  the  President's  official  duties  have 
required  a  great  deal  of  his  time.  His  absence 
last  summer,  and  his  recent  illness,  connected 
with  his  official  engagements,  have  allowed  him 
very  littie  time  to  devote  to  the  examination 
of  the  departments ;  and  hence,  sir,  this  Hoose 
and  this  nation  may  form  a  very  different  opin- 
ion in  regard  to  the  heads  of  the  departments 
and  their  conduct,  from  that  expressed  by  the 
President ;  and  all  this  may  be  done  vithoot 
assaulting  his  personal  character. 

The  gentieman  from  Rhode  Idand  (Vr. 
Pkabcb)  seemed  to  oppose  the  proposed  inve»- 
tigation  because  he  apprehended  there  was  a 
lurking  purpose  to  depreciate,  if  not  slander, 
the  characters  of  those  who  are  at  the  head  of 
the  executive  departments.  I  am  equally  sena- 
hie,  with  that  gentieman,  of  tibe  value  to  dus 
nation  of  the  reputation  of  onr  public  men,  and 
I  have  had  cause  to  regret  the  unmerited  re- 
proaches and  vile  calmnnies  which  are  often 
cast  upon  them  by  a  corrupt  partisan  press; 
but  I  cannot  perceive  any  good  reason  for  op- 
posing the  original  resolution,  lest  the  charac- 
ters <n  those  Ugh  in  office  might  suffer  by  its 
adoption.  We  must  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  committee  will  report  notiiing  but  facts.  If 
the  facts  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  produce  cen- 
sure, degradation  of  character,  and  expulsion 
from  office,  it  will  be  much  more  creditable  to 
the  nation  and  its  institutions  to  expose  the 
base  motives  and  bad  acts  of  exalted  function- 
aries, than  to  leave  them  unmolested  in  their 
high  places,  presenting  a  £ur  exterior  to  dnpe 
the  world^  wnile  all  is  disgusting  filth  and  rotr 
tenness  within.  I  admit  there  is  a  diminotiai 
of  national  character  whenever  any  of  oaf 
high  officers  are  shown  to  be  unworthy  <^ 
their  stations ;  but  we  had  better  lose  in  this 
respect  than  to  wink  at  corruption  for  the  sake 
of  appearances.  By  detecting,  exposing,  and 
punishing,  political  criminaJs,  those  wlio  offend 
against  uie  statutes  and  principles  of  lil)erty, 
there  is  a  national  g^n  of  reputation,  wbion 
more  than  counterbalances  the  loss  I  have 
mentioned.  The  gain  consists  id  the  manifes- 
tation of  a  sound  state  of  moral  and  political 
sentiment,  which  will  not  allow  offenders  to 
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«acape  -with  impnnity ;  and  the  aasaranoe  we 
Sad  in  the  stem  p<ditical  Tirtna  which  oon- 
d«iins  the  official  knaye,  that  oar  free  instita- 
tkms  are  destined  to  last  forever.  Now,  sir, 
let  ns  test  those  principles  of  loss  and  gain,  by 
iastitntiiig  the  follest  and  most  nnlinnted  in- 
qniiy ;  and  if  the  resnlt  is,  as  some  j^redict, 
Vbat  ib»  characters  of  our  cabinet  mmisters 
will  shine  the  brighter  from  having  passed  the 
ordeal,  the  nation  will  gain  much  by  the  con- 
viction that  existing  suspicions  are  not  well 
foosded,  and  by  the  increase  of  the  reputations 
of  those  high  fiinctiontiries. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  original  resolution 
piapoaes  a  new  thing,  for  which  there  is  no 
precedrait  in  the  history  of  this  Government 
Grants  and  what  of  that?    Is  not  the  Presi- 
dent's Lindatory  certificate  in  behalf  of  all  the 
exeoDtive  dep^tmeats  and  their  officers  a  new 
tiling    in  the  history  of  this    Government! 
What  former  President  ever  did  the  like  t    If 
the  President  introduces  a  new  practice,  may 
we  not  meet  it  by  an  appropriate  novelty  f    If 
the  orij^nal  resolution  is  amended,  it  should  be 
done  by  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
•eparate  oommitteiB  to  examine  each  depart- 
ment.    One    committee,    I    fear,    cannot   go 
throoi^  the  whole.    K  such  a  practice  had 
prevailed,  as  I  think  it  ought  to  have  done, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Government, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  many  things  which  have 
been  improperly  done  would  not  have  taken 
place.     Eany   impressions,  Mr.  Speaker,  are 
never  fitigotten.    The  first  lesson  taught  me, 
ts  a  member  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature, 
many  years  since,  was  the  propriety  of  ap- 
pointing annually  a  committee  to  examine  each 
oepartment  of  the  Government  of  that  State, 
tna  to  report  upon  its  condition.    The  offices 
of  our   State — ^Auditor,   Treasurer,  Begister, 
4e. — are  annually  examined  by  a  separate  com- 
mittee^ and  reported  on.    We  do  not  take  the 
Governor'B  word  that  {dl  things  are  going  on 
veQ ;  bat  the  representatives  of  the  people  in- 
vestigate for  themselves  and  their  constituents ; 
and  the  same  practice  should  prevail  in  this 
Government,  henceforth  and  forever. 

I^  Kr.  Speaker,  I  have  satisfied  the  House 
ftat  we  possess  the  power  to  make  a  general 
eiunination  into  the  condition  of  the  depart- 
meots,  without  stating  beforehand  any  specific 
abuse  or  malfeasance  as  the  object  of  inquiry ; 
if  such  power  necessarily  results  from  the  legis- 
lative powers  vested  in  us  by  the  constitution, 
tad  frmn  the  power  of  impeachment,  then  there 
is  nothing  left  to  be  considered  but  the  propri- 
ety of  exercising  the  power  at  this  time.  It  is 
•  nothing  more  nor  lees  than  an  exercise  of  the 
ridit  to  examine  a  department  when  this  Housa 
ews  for  a  report.  We-  have  as  much  right  \3 
appoint  a  committee  to  ascertain  a  iaat  by  in- 
qieodng  the  records  of  a  department,  as  to  re- 
qnire  the  head  of  the  same  department,  or'the 
diief  of  any  bureau,  to  report  as  to  the  partic- 
alar  fact,  upon  his  inspection.  Suppose  a  ques- 
tka  ^old  arise  whether  the  fact  is  truly 


reported,  how  can  you  decide  unless  yon  have 
the  power  to  examiue  ?  I  dismiss  the  argu- 
ment in  regard  to  the  right  of  a  general  exami- 
nation, and  will  proceed  to  show  the  propriety 
of  its  exercise. 

Will  it  interest  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  of  the  whole  civilized  world,  to  kfiow 
whether  there  are  corrupt  combinations  exist- 
ing among  the  officers  of  this  Government,  to 
aid  and' assist  each  other  in  procuring  and  re- 
tuning  fur  themselves  and  their  relatives  offices 
and  the  emoluments  thereof?  Is  it  advisable 
to  ascertain,  in  this  the  freest  Government  on 
earth,  bow  far  the  spirit  of  despotism  can  or 
has  obtained  power  to  proscribe  and  punish 
those  who  dare  to  assert  with  boldness,  and  to 
maintain  with  independence,  their  principles  of 
policy,  and  their  opinions  in  regard  to  men? 
Will  it  have  a  salutary  infiuence  among  the 
lovers  of  justice  and  votaries  of  freedom,  to 
expose  the  wicked  schemes  of  self-aggrandize- 
ment, which  sometimes  corrupt  the  wholesome 
administration  of  the  laws,  and  infuse  a  deadly 
poison  into  the  legislation  of  a  country?  If 
these  questions  are  affirmatively  answered,  then, 
sir,  we  ought  now  to  ruse  a  committee  and  re- 
quire an  examination  according  to  the  original 
resolution.  Whether  the  committee  would 
find,  by  their  investigation,  facts  to  alarm  the 
nation,  or  to  cheer  it  on  its  forward  march  to 
greatness  in  population,  in  wealth,  in  resourccjk 
need  not  be  anticipated.  The  committee  would 
certainly  find  facts  of  the  one  kind  or  the  other ; 
and  the  investigation  would  necessarily  result 
in  pointing  out  dangers  which  threaten  our 
destruction,  or  in  confirming  onr  hopes  of  the 
durability  of  out  institutions.  Either  result  is 
desirable,  and  hence  we  should  not  hesitate  to 
adopt  the  original  resolution. 


TuKSDAT,  December  22. 

i£a$agefrom  the  Preiidmt — Texat  Independ- 
ene«. 

The  following  Message  was  received  firom  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

To  the  Haiue  of  ReptaetUative*  U.  8. : 

During  the  last  session,  information  waS  given 
to  Congress,  byHhe  Executive,  that  measures  had 
been  taken  to  ascertain  "  the  political,  military,  and 
civil  condition  of  Texas."  I  no<r  submit,  for  your 
consideration,  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  agent 
who  bad  been  appointed  to  collect  it,  relative  to  the 
condition  of  that  country. 

No  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Executive  to- 
wards the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
Texas ;  and  the  whole  subject  would  have  been  left 
without  further  remark,  on  the  information  now 
given  to  Congress,  were  it  not  that  the  two  Houses, 
at  their  last  session,  acting  separately,  passed  reso- 
lutions "that  the  independence  of  Texas  ought  to 
be  acknowledged  by  uie  United  States,  whenever 
satisfactory  information  should  be  received  that  it 
had  in  successful  operation  a  civil  Government, 
capable  of  performing  the  duties  and  fulfilling  the 
obligations  of  an  independent  power."     This  mark 
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of  interest  in  the  question  of  the  independence  of 
Texas,  and  indication  of  tlie  views  of  Congress,  malie 
it  proper  that  I  should,  somewhat  in  detail,  present 
the  considerations  that  have  gOTemed  the  Executive 
in  continuing  to  occupy  the  gioimd  previously  taken 
In  the  contest  between  Mexico  and  Texas. 

The  acknowledgment  of  a  new  State  as  inde- 
pendent, and  entitled  to  a  place  in  the  family  of  na- 
tions, is  at  all  times  an  act  of  great  delicacy  and 
responsibility ;  but  more  especiuly  so  when  such 
State  has  forcibly  separated  itself  from  another,  of 
which  it  had  formed  an  integral  part,  and  which 
still  claims  dominion  over  it.  A  premature  recogni- 
tion, under  these  circumstances,  if  not  looked  upon 
as  justifiable  cause  of  war,  is  always  liable  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  proof  of  an  unfriendly  spirit  to  one  of 
the  contending  parties.  All  questions  relative  to 
the  government  of  foreign  nations,  whether  of  the 
old  or  new  world,  have  been  treated  by  the  United 
States  as  questions  offset  only;  and  our  predeces- 
sors have  cautiously  abstained  tntm  deciding  upon 
them  until  the  clearest  evidence  was  in  their  pos- 
session, to  enable  them  not  only  to  decide  correctly, 
but  to  shield  their  decisions  from  every  unworthy 
imputation.  In  all  the  contests  that  have  arisen 
out  of  the  revolutions  of  Fi&nce,  out  of  the  disputes 
relating  to  the  crowns  of  Portugal  and  Spain,  out 
of  the  revolutionary  movements  in  tbo^  kingdoms, 
out  of  the  separation  of  the  American  possessions 
of  both  from  the  European  Oovemments,  and  oat 
of  the  numerous  and  constantly  occurring  struggles 
for  dominion  in  Spanish  America,  so  wisely  consist- 
ent with  our  Just  principles  has  been  the  action  of 
o&r  Government,  that  we  have,  under  the  most  crit- 
ical circumstances,  avoided  all  censure,  and  en- 
countered no  other  evil  than  that  produced  by  a 
transient  estrangement  of  good  will  in  those  against 
whom  we  have  been,  by  force  of  evidence,  com- 
pelled to  decide. 

It  has  thus  been  made  known  to  the  world  that 
the  uniform  policy  and  practice  of  the  United  States 
is,  to  avoid  all  interference  in  disputes  which  mere- 
ly relate  to  the  internal  government  of  other  nations, 
and  eventually  to  recognize  the  authority  of  the 
prevailing  party,  without  reference  to  our  particular 
interests  and  views,  or  to  the  merits  of  the  original 
controversy.  Public  opinion  here  is  so  firmly  estab- 
lished and  so  well  understood  in  favor  of  this  policy, 
that  no  serious  disagreement  has  ever  arisen  among 
ourselves  in  relation  to  it,  although  brought  under 
review  in  a  variety  of  forms,  and  at  periods  when 
the  minds  of  the  people  were  greatly  excited  by  the 
agitation  of  topics  purely  domestic  in  their  char- 
acter. Nor  has  any  deliberate  inquiry  ever  been 
institnted  in  Congress,  or  in  any  of  our  legislative 
bodies,  as  to  whom  belonged  the  power  of  original- 
ly recogniring  a  new  State — a  power  the  exercise 
of  whidi  is  equivalent,  under  some  circumstances, 
to  a  declaration  of  war — a  power  nowhere  express- 
ly delegated,  and  only  granted  in  the  constitntion, 
as  it  is  necessarily  involved  in  some  of  the  great 
powers  g^ven  to  Congress;  in  that  ^ven  to  the 
Fremdent  and  Senate  to  form  treaties  with  foreign 
powers,  and  to  appoint  ambassadors  and  other  pub- 
lic ministers;  and  in  that  conferred  upon  the  Pres- 
ident to  receive  ministers  from  foreign  nations. 

In  the  preamble  to  the  resolution  of  Ae  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  it  is  distinctly  intimated  that 
the  expediency  of  recognizing  the  independence  of 
Texas  should  be  left  to  the  decision  of  Congress. 
In  this  view,  on  the  ground  of  expecUency,  I  am 


disposed  to  concur ;  and  do  not,  therefore,  coiuMer 
it  necessary  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  strict 
constitutional  right  of  the  Executive,  either  spirt 
from  or  in  conjunction  with  the  Senate,  overtbt 
subject.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  on  no  tvtme 
occasion  will  a  dispute  arise,  as  none  has  heretofore 
occurred,  between  the  Executive  and  Le^sUtme, 
in  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  recognition.  Itirill 
always  be  con^dercd  consistent  with  the  spirit  of 
the  constitntion,  and  most  safe,  that  it  should  be 
exercised,  when  probably  leading  to  war,  with  t 
previous  understanding  with  that  body  hjuhm 
war  can  alone  be  declared,  and  by  whom  all  tin 

f  revisions  for  sustaining  its  perils  must  be  f  uniislwd. 
ts  submission  to  Congress,  which  represents  in  one 
of  its  branches  the  States  of  this  Union,  and  in  the 
other  the  people  of  the  United  States,  where  there 
may  be  reasonable  ground  to  apprehend  sofrare  a 
consequence,  would  certainly  afford  the  faSktt  ait- 
isfaction  to  our  own  country,  and  a  perfect  ga» 
antee  to  all  other  nations,  of  the  justice  and  pro- 
dence  of  the  measures  which  might  be  adopted. 

In  making  these  suggestions,  it  is  not  my  pur: 
pose  to  relieve  myself  ftom  the  respoaabihty  of  ex- 
presdng  my  own  opinions  of  the  course  the  inter- 
ests of  our  country  prescribe,  and  its  honor  permits 
us  to  follow. 

It  is  scarcely  to  bo  imagined  that  a  question  of 
this  character  could  be  presented,  in  relation  to 
which  it  would  be  more  difficult  for  the  United 
States  to  avoid  exciting  the  suspicion  and  jeaknay 
of  other  powers,  and  maintain  their  established 
character  for  fair  and  impartial  dealing.  Bat  on 
this,  as  on  every  trying  occasion,  safety  is  to  be 
found  in  a  rigid  adherence  to  principle. 

In  the  contest  between  Sp^n  and  her  revolted 
colonies  we  stood  aloof,  and  waited  not  only  mti 
the  ability  of  the  new  States  to  protect  themielvM 
was  fully  established,  but  until  the  danger  of  thor 
being  again  subjugated  had  entirely  passed  iwaj. 
Then,  and  not  tiU  then,  were  they  recognized  Such 
was  our  course  in  regard  to  Mexico  herself!  The 
same  policy  was  observed  in  all  the  disputes  grow- 
ing out  of  the  separation  into  distinct  Oovemmeata 
of  those  Spanish  American  States  who  begin  or 
qarried  on  the  contest  with  the  parent  conntiT,  sui- 
ted under  one  form  of  government  We  amio*!- 
edged  the  separate  independence  of  New  Oraaadt, 
of  venezoela,  and  of  Ecuador,  oidy  after  their  in- 
dependent existence  was  no  longer  a  subject  of  ^ 
pute,  or  was  actually  acquiesced  in  by  those  with 
whom  they  had  been  previously  united.  It  is  true 
that,  with  regard  to  Texas,  tiie  civU  authority  of 
Mexico  has  been  expelled,  its  invading  army  defeat- 
ed, and  the  chief  of  the  republic  himself  captured, 
and  all  present  power  to  control  the  newly  orgut- 
ized  Oovemment  of  Texas  annihilated  within  iu 
confines.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is,  in  ip- 
pearance  at  least,  an  immense  disparity  of  pbyaiw 
force  on  the  mde  of  Mexico.  The  Mexican  republic, 
under  another  Executive,  is  rallying  its  forces  nnder 
a  new  leader,  and  menacing  a  fireiui  invasion  to  re- 
cover its  lost  dominion. 

V  Upon  the  issue  of  this  threatened  invasion,  the 
independence  of  Texas  may  be  conddered  as  sus- 
pended; and  were  there  nothing  peculiar  in  the 
relative  situation  of  the  United  States  and  Texas, 
our  acknowledgment  of  its  independence  '^'^  j| 
crids  could  scarcely  be  regarded  as  consistent  wilh 
that  prudent  reserve  with  which  we  have  hereto- 
fore held  ourselves  bound  to  treat  all  similar  qoea- 
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tiou.  Bat  there  are  cirtsomiUDcea  in  the  reUtiou 
of  the  tro  ooantries  which  teqmire  us  to  act,  on 
thii  oeouDoo,  with  eren  more  than  oor  wonted  eau- 
tioo.  Texas  was  once  claimed  as  a  part  <^  oor 
property,  and  there  are  those  among  our  eitixens 
who,  always  relootant  to  abandon  that  claim,  can- 
not but  I'^gord  «ith  solicitude  the  prospect  of  the 
Moiiion  of  the  territory  to  this  ooontry.  A  large 
preportioa  <rf  its  dvilised  inhabitants  are  emigrants 
from  the  United  States ;  q>eak  the  same  lai^uage 
■with  oorgelree;  oheiish  tiie  same  principles,  poutiwl 
aodieligioos;  and  are  bound  to  many  of  our  citizens 
hjIksSl  fiiendsltip  and  kindred  blood;  and,  more 
than  ill,  it  is  known  that  the  people  of  that  country 
kiTe  instituted  the  same  form  of  goremment  with 
oor  own;  and  liaTe,  ^ce  the  close  of  yoor  last 
(HBoo,  openly  resolred,  on  the  acknowledgment 
by  ns  of  their  independence,  to  seek  admission  into 
the  Union  as  one  of  the  Federal  SUtes.  This  last 
dianutance  is  a  matter  of  peculiar  delicacy,  and 
ixcea  upon  us  conrideratioos  of  the  gravest  char- 
icter.  The  title  of  Texas  to  the  territory  she  claims 
k  identified  with  her  independence ;  she  asks  us  to 
idmowledge  that  title  to  the  territonr,  with  an 
>TO«ed  design  to  treat,  immediately  of  its  transfer 
to  the  United  States.  It  becomes  us  to  beware  of 
t  too  early  movement,  as  it  might  subject  us,  bow- 
erer  imjustly,  to  the  imputation  of  seeking  to  es- 
tablish the  claiin  of  our  neighbors  to  a  territory, 
vith  a  viei^  to  its  subsequent  acquisition  by  our- 
■etres.  Prudence,  therefore,  seems  to  dictate  that 
Te  abonld  still  stand  aloof^  and  maintain  our  present 
altitude,  if  not  until  Mexico  itself,  or  one  of  the 
great  for^gn  powers,  shall  recognize  the  independ- 
ence of  the  new  Government,  at  least  until  the  lapse 
of  time  or  the  course  of  events  shall  have  proved, 
beyond  earil  or  dispute,  the  ability  of  the  people  of 
tbit  country  to  maintain  their  separate  sovereignty. 
Old  to  uphold  the  Govemnient  oonstttuted  by  ttiem. 
Seitber  of  the  contending  parties  can  justly  com- 
|Un  of  this  course.  By  pursuing  it,  we  are  hot 
oirjing  out  the  long  established  policy  of  our  6ov- 
cnuDoit — a  policy  which  has  secured  to  us  respect 
lod  influence  abroad,  and  inspired  confidence  at 


Having  thus  discharged  my  duty,  by  presenting 
*ith  rimpUdty  and  directness  the  views  wbicb,  after 
Meh  reflection,  I  have  been  led  to  take  of  this  im- 
pfftut  subject,  I  have  only  .to  add  the  expression 
of  ny  confidence  that,  if  Congress  shall  differ  with 
ae  upon  it,  their  judgment  will  be  the  result  .of 
^^■Mionate,  prudent,  and  wise  deliberation ;  with 
(lie  aasurance  that,  during  the  short  time  I  shall 
coofinoe  connected  with  the  Government,  I  shall 
promptly  and  cordially  unite  with  you  in  such  meas- 
ures IS  may  be  deemed  best  fitted  to  increase  the 
IBtiapeiity  and  perpetuate  the  peace  of  our  iavored 
country. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WASHEtaroB,  Deetmitr  21,  1836. 

The  reading  of  the  Message  having  been  con- 
duded, 

Mr.  HovASD  moved  that  the  same,  with  the 
•Mompanying  documents,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  AfftoTB,  and  that  they 
1*  printed ;  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Brigob  moved  that  10,000  extra  copies 
of  the  Kes^  and  doooments  be  printed. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Pkaeot  moved  20,000. 


The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  print  20,000  extra  copies,  which  was  agreed 
to. 


MONDA.T,  December  26. 

WiLUAM  0.  Dawson,  elected  from  Georgia, 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  decease 
of  General  Coffeb,  appeared,  was  qnaUfied,  and 
took  his  seat 

Geotogieal  BeeoTmoittance. 

The  following  reeolntion,  offered  by  Mr.  'Ess- 
DXBSozr  on  the  loth  instant,  was  then  taken  np: 

Jtetolved,  That  6,000  copies  of  the  Senate  docu- 
ment Ko.  833,  entitled  "  Report  of  a  Geol<wical  Be- 
connoissance  made  in  1836,  trom  the  seat  otOovem- 
ment,  by  the  way  of  Green  Bay  and  the  Wisconsin 
Territory,  to  the  Coteau  De  Prurie,  by  G.  W.  Fea- 
therstoiliaugh,  United  States  geologist,"  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  resolntion  was 
modified  by  the  addition  of  the  following  words: 
"  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Featherstonhangh." 

Mr.  Pabkxb  objected  to  the  resolntion,  tmleas 
some  gentleman  would  give  good  reasons  for 
its  adoption. 

Mr.  G.  Lu  add  he  had  voted  nniformly  few 
motions  to  print  the  public  docnments;  the 
people  were  entitled  to  the  knowledge  of  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  Government ;  they  desire 
this  knowledge,  and  he  had  seen  no  document 
which  was  not  proper  and  useful  for  the  people 
to  read  and  discuss. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  asks  who 
wants  the  document — who  will  read  it?  and 
expresses  an  opinion  that  not  one  in  one  hun- 
dred thousand  will  read  it.  I  will  inform  the 
gentleman  that  several  scientific  gentlemen 
nave  written  to  me  for  copies.  I  have  this  day 
applied  at  the  document  office  for  them,  and 
am  informed  that  not  a  single  copy  remains. 
The  subject  of  the  geology  of  our  country  is  an 
interesting  subject  to  all  classes,  and  especially 
the  geology  of  our  wide  spread,  hitherto  unex- 
plored regions ;  and  I  believe  the  venr  reverse 
of  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  fi-om  Kew  Jer- 
sey woiud  be  nearer  the  truth.  I  believe  that 
not  one  in  one  hundred  thousand  of  the  reading 
community  would  fail  to  read  it,  if  they  had  the 
document;  and  I  believe,  moreover,  that  the 
printing  and  the  distribution  by  Congress  is  the 
most  convenient  and  the  cheapest  mode  of  dis- 
seminating information  that  can  be  devised. 

Mr.  Bell  wished  to  know  if  this  work  had 
been  examined  by  any  one  competent  to  judge 
of  its  merits ;  for  they  had  often  ordered  books 
to  be  printed  which  turned  out  to  be  worthless. 
He  moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  Hekdsbson  accepted  this  as  a  modifica- 
tion ;  and,  so  modified,  the  reeolntion  waa  agreed 
to. 
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TuBSDAT,  December  27. 
MiekigaTi, 

The  following  Message  was  received  fi\>m 
the  President  of  the  United  States : 

To  the  Senate  and  Hmue  of  Repreientativet  of  the 
United  State*  of  America  : 

By  the  aecond  section  of  the  act  "to  establish 
the  northern  boundary  Une  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  to  provide  fo^the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the  conditions  there- 
in expressed,"  approved  June  IStb,  1836,  the  con- 
stitution and  State  Government  wliich  the  people 
of  Michigan  had  formed  for  themselves  was  ratified 
and  confirmed,  and  the  State  of  Michigan  declared 
to  be  one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  but  on  the  express  condition 
that  the  said  State  shonld  consist  of,  and  have  juris- 
diction over,  all  the  territory  included  within  cer- 
tain boundaries  descrilied  in  the  act,  and  over  none 
other.  It  .was  further  enacted,  by  the  third  section 
of  the  same  law,  that,  as  a  compliance  with  the 
fundamental  condition  of  admission,  the  boundaries 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  as  thus  described,  declared, 
and  established,  should  "  receive  the  assent  of  a 
convention  of  delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of 
said  State  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the  assent 
therein  required ;  that,  as  soon  as  such  assent  should 
be  given,  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
•nnoonce  the  same  by  proclamation;  and  that, 
thereupon,  and  withont  any  further  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  Ck>ngTess,  the  admisuon  of  the  State  in- 
to the  Union,  as  one  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, should  be  considered  as  complete,  and  her  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  entitled  to  take  their  seats  without 
further  delay. 

In  the  month  of  November  last,  I  received  a 
communication,  enclosing  the  official  proceedings 
of  a  convention  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  Michigan,  on  the 
86tb  of  September,  1836,  all  which  are  herewith 
hid  before  yon.  It  will  be  seen,  by  these  papers, 
that  the  convention,  therein  referred  to,  was  elected 
by  the  people  of  Michigan,  pursuant  to  an  act  of 
the  State  Legislature,  passed  on  the  26th  of  July 
last,  in  consequence  of  the  above  mentioned  act  of 
Congress,  and  that  it  declined  giving  its  assent  to 
the  fundamental  condition  prescribed  by  Congress, 
and  rejected  the  same. 

On  the  24th  instant,  the  accompanying  paper, 
with  its  enclosure,  containing  the  proceedings  of  a 
convention  of  delegates  subsequently  elected,  and 
held  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  was  presented  to  me. 
By  these  papers,  which  are  also  herewith  submitted 
for  your  consideration,  it  appears  that  elections 
were  held  in  all  the  counties  of  the  State  except 
two,  on  the  Sth  and  6th  day  of  December,  instant, 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates to  give  the  assent  required  by  Congress ;  that 
the  delegates  then  elected  assembled  in  convention 
on  the  14tb  day  of  December,  instant;  and  that  on 
the  following  day  the  assent  of  the  body  to  the 
fundamental  condition  above  stated  was  formally 
given. 

•This  latter  convention  was  not  held  or  elected 
bj  virtue  of  any  act  of  the  Territorial  or  State  Le- 
gislature ;  it  originated  iVom  the  people  themflelvea, 
and  was  chosen  by  them  in  pursuance  of  resolutions 
adopted  m  primary  assembUes,  held  in  the  respec- 


tive counties.  The  act  of  Congress,  however,  does 
not  prescribe  by  what  authority  the  convention 
shall  be  ordered,  or  the  time  when  or  the  mumet 
in  which  it  shall  be  chosen.  Had  these  Utter  pro- 
ceedings come  to  me  during  the  recess  of  Congren, 
I  should  therefore  have  felt  it  my  duty,  on  being 
saUsfied  that  they  emanated  from  a  convention  m 
delegates  elected  in  poiut  of  fact  by  the  people  of 
the  State,  for  the  purpose  required,  to  have  iinaeil 
my  proclamation  thereon,  a^  provided  by  law.  Bnt 
as  the  authority  conferred  on  the  President  wu 
evidently  given  to  him  under  the  expectation  tliit 
the  assent  of  the  convention  might  l>e  laid  before 
him  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  to  avoid  the 
delay  of  a  postponement  until  the  meeting  of  tint 
l}ody,  and  as  the  circumstances  which  now  atttnd 
the  case  ate  in  other  respects  peculiar,  and  sncb  u 
could  not  have  been  foreseen  when  the  act  of  Jane 
16,  1886,  was  passed,  I  deem  it  most  agreeable  to 
the  intent  of  that  law,  and  proper  for  other  retaoDS, 
that  the  whole  subject  should  be  submitted  to  the 
decision  of  Congress.  The  importance  of  your  ea^ 
ly  action  upon  it  is  too  obvious  to  need  remark. 
ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Wasbisoton,  December,  18S6. 

The  Message,  having  been  read,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Craio,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  and,  with  the  ac$ompaiiying 
documents,  ordered  to  be  printed. 


■WEDNKSDiiT,  December  28. 

Extention  of  the  Pention  Syitem. 

Mr.  Tatlob  submitted  the  following : 

Setolved,  That  the  Committee  on  RevoIiUomiy 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tlie  ezpedieDcy 
of  amending  the  third  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  granting  half  pay  to  widows  or  orphans,  whae 
their  husbands  or  facers  have  died  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  military  service  of  tbe  Uiuted  States,  in 
certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  Jnly 
4,  1886,  so  as  to  extend  the  provisions  of  that  section 
to  all  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  whose  husbands  were  entitled  to  a  pen- 
sion, excepting  cases  of  aecond  marriage  titer  tbe 
termination  of  the  war. 

The  resdation  was  then  agreed  to,  nem.  dit. 


TnuBSDAT,  December  29. 

Paper  Money  vs.  the  Cotutitutional  Ourrtiuy. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  memorial,  presented  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  and  laid  on  the  table,  and 
again  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Uonse 
yesterday  by  Mr.  QALBBArm : 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Sem- 
eentatieee  of  the  United  Staiee  of  America  in  Con- 
f/reee  ateembUd: 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  respectAiUy  represents:  That  we,  in 
conunon  with  a  large  portion  of  our  fellow-citiiena, 
have,  for  some  time  past,  viewed  with  some  degree 
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of  alann  the  rapid  encroadimeiita  of  inoorponted 
companies  upon  the  libertiea  and  righta  of  ibe  peo- 
ple, particularly  tboee  established  for  the  puipose  of 
bankins.  As  the  lyitem  now  exists  in  the  several 
States  incorporadng  companies  for  that  purpose,  it 
destroys,  as  we  conoeire,  the  design  of  the  C!onstitu- 
4ion  of  the  United  States,  which  prohibits  the  States 
liom  coining  money,  emitting  bills  of  credit,  tc  The 
notes  or  bills  of  those  t»"l""g  companies,  incorpo- 
lated  by  the  States,  are  rapidly  taking  the  place  of 
the  constitutional  currency  of  the  country — gold  and 
Blrer — and  a  continued  fluctuation  and  uncertainty 
prodooed  in  the  circulating  medium,  which  the  con- 
fthntion  intended  should  be  steady  and  permanent 
ITnder  these  circumstances,  we  beg  leave,  respect- 
fblly,  to  suggest  to  the  consideration  of  Congress 
the  propriety  of  propodng  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
■titation  of  the  United  States,  for  the  adoption  of  the 
■erenl  States,  restricting  the  incorporation  of  bank- 
ing cooqianies,  and  limiting  them  in  their  issues  of 
bank  notes.  We  wish  not  to  be  considered  as  asking 
for  any  powers  being  given  to  Congress  to  incorpo- 
nte  companies  of  this  description,  but  simply  the  re- 
Btzictiog  of  the  States.  We  are  opposed  to  the  in- 
crease of  polrer  in  the  National  Government,  or  a 
consolidated  Government ;  but  if  the  system  before 
mentioned  be  permitted  to  progress  as  it  has  for  the 
last  few  years,  Ve  apprehend  the  consequences  to  the 
conmnmity  may  be  serious,  and  dangerous  to  the 
stability  of  our  republican  institutions. 

Tour  melborialists  b^  leave  iurther  to  represent, 
that  they  have  understood  that  the  new  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, is  now  reiasning  the  notes  of  the  old  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  in  which  the  United  States  was 
a  stockholder  to  the  amount  of  one-fifth  of  the  stock ; 
Ulna  nnwamntably  and  fraadulentiy,  as  we  believe, 
involving  the  faith  and  credit  of  tiie  United  States, 
bringing  this  State  into  collision  with  the  other  sis- 
tea  of  the  confederacy,  and  calculated  to  produce 
oonfiiaon  and  disorder  in  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  country.  Your  memorialists,  therefore,  beg  leave 
ts  ^  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject,  to  in- 
qmre  whether  the  fact  be  as  has  been  reported ;  and 
if  so,  if  there  are  any  means  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, to  prevent  such  gross  and  improper  practices 
vpoa  the  Government.  And  your  memorialists,  as 
fai  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

GiKnge  Kribba.  William  Parker. 

William  H.  Walker.  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Jdm  Bamo,  jr.  Wm.  H  Smiley. 

Daniel  Brown.  A.  Plumer. 

A.  Webber.  Chas.  W.  Uackey. 
James  Adams.                   James  Yinnear. 
Jacob  Dnbba,  jr.                John  Rynd. 
Jonathan  Ayres.                Wm.  Niell. 
John  Singleton.  John  Martin. 

B.  A.  Plumer.  Thos.  S.  UcDoweU. 
James  Adams.  Bobert  J.  Neill. 
James  R.  Soowden.           John  Neill. 
James  TlxMnpson.  Harrison  Wilkins. 
Samuel  C.  Small.               George  Sutiey. 

This  memorial  Mr.  Galbbaith  having  moved 
to  refer  to  a  select  committee,  and  the  question 
npon  that  disposition  of  it  having  been  stated 
£nnn  the  Chair,  a  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
Galbbaith,  Lincoln,  Habfkb,  Dwrirr,  OhjiH- 
BXBS,  Vakokkpoel,  and  Etebktt  took  part; 
when  Mr.  Galbbaith's  motion  was  adopted  and 
a  committee  of  nine  appointed. 


[The  committee  was  of  the  following  gentle- 
men: Messrs.  Gai3raith,  of  Pennsylvania; 
Spnavr,  of  North  Carolina ;  ErsBXTT,  of  Ver- 
mont ;  Mason,  of  Maine ;  Lihooln,  of  Maasa- 
chnsetts :  Mann,  of  New  York ;  Jknitsb,  of 
Maryland ;  Holset,  of  Geoi^ ;  and  Obaio,  of 
Virginia.] 


TinjBSDAT,  Jannarj  6,  1837. 

Exeeutite  AdminUtration — Mr.  Win'*  Ee»ol*' 
turn. 

The  Honse  restuned  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Wisb,  toge- 
ther with  the  pending  amendment  of  Mr.  D.  J. 
Pbabox,  proTiding  for  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  inquire  into  the  administntp 
tion  of  the  executive  departments. 

Mr.  Hannxoait  said :  X  shall  vote  for  the  res- 
olution as  proposed  by  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  WisK.)  The  vote,  however,  will  not 
be  given  for  the  same  reasons  assigned  a  day  or 
two  since  by  the  gentleman  fW>m  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  RoKiiNs,)  or  for  those  s^ven  in  the 
main  by  the  gentleman  from  virgiDia,  Qii. 
RoBKBTSON.)  Bo  far  as  the  latter  ^ntleman's 
assignment  was  based  upon  the  spirit  of  inqid- 
ry,  or  the  right  and  power  of  this  Honse  to  in- 
vestigate fully  and  freely,  and  at  any  moment 
the  affairs  of  the  different  departments  and 
bureaus  of  the  Government,  he  concurred  with 
him  to  the  uttermost  It  was  a  right  upon 
which  might  be  said  emphatically  to  hang  the 
purity  of  the  Government  and  the  liberties  of 
the  people ;  a  right  for  the  exercise  of  which 
he  had  ever  contended,  in  its  fullest  and  broad- 
est sense,  and  which  he  could  not  now  surren- 
der; a  power  which,  when  denied  by  the  Bank 
of  iJie  United  States,  and  Its  friends  on  that 
floor  and  elsewhere,  he  should,  to  the  last  hoar 
of  his  life,  consider  as  a  denial  of  the  essential 
principle  of  popular  Government. 

So  for,  however,  as  the  gentleman's  argtmient 
concerned  the  existence  of  corroption,  and  the 
practice  of  abuses  in  the  different  departmenia, 
the  improper  or  unjust  exercise  of  executive  or 
other  official  influence  on  the  politics  of  the  day 
or  the  recent  elections,  and  the  necessity  of  the 
proposed  investigation  for  these  purposes,  he 
differed  with  him  in  the  widest  sense  of  the 
word.  » 

Neither  abuses  nor  corruptions  would,  as 
Mr.  H.  believed,  be  found  existing  in  any  of 
the  departments ;  and  the  AiUer  and  more  open 
the  investigation  should  be,  the  more  complete, 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  the  vindication  of 
those  agunst  whom  the  charges  are  to  be  level- 
led. That  vindication  was  what  no  correct 
man  could  feel  inclined  to  deny,  if  based  upon 
justice  and  innocence.  Bearding  them  in 
that  light,  he  had  no  fears  of  the  consequences; 
and  rihonld  they  be  found  otherwise,  it  was  doe 
to  the  country,  to  those  who  had  been  deceived, 
to  the  venerable  Chief  Magistrate,  against  whom 
he  believed  no  man  had  ever  yet  directed  the 
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charge  of  oorroptaon,  dishonor,  or  dishonesty, 
that  the  guilt  should  be  exposed,  and  the  guilty 
brought  to  ponishment.  With  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  resolnticn,  he  was  willing  to  go 
every  length  in  pursait  of  the  peculator  and 
the  plunderer.  The  cry  that  such  were  abroad, 
that  they  were  fattening  on  the  pnblio  crib, 
that  they  were  hidden  in  the  recesses  of  the 
departments,  had  been  resounding  through  the 
hall  every  day  since  the  conunencement  of  the 
present,  and  indeed  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  last  session.  The  public  mind  was  con- 
stantly turned  by  gentlemen  here  to  this  one 
fheme ;  and  it  seemed  to  him  high  time  that  all 
this  corruption,  none  of  which,  however,  he 
had  yet  heard  specified,  ahoold  be  looked  into, 
probed,  corrected. 

There  was  an  individual,  too,  connected  with 
this  business,  whose  name,  from  its  frequent 
repetition  by  honorable  gentlemen  in  their 
places,  the  very  parrots  themselves,  had  they 
been  present,  would  have  learned  to  ntter  ere 
tills ;  an  individual  whom  he  knew  in  private 
life,  and  knew  there  without  reproach,  yet 
whose  name  here  was  daily  connected  with  the 
worst  practices.  This  individual  common  jus- 
tice entitled  at  least  to  trial,  before  condemna- 
tion. Mr.  H.,  as  everybody  would  understand, 
alluded  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  the  sum  and 
sabstance  of  the  charge  against  whom,  so  &r  as 
specifications  went,  amounted  to  the  fact  that 
he  was  employed  as  an  agent  by  some  of  the 
deposit  banks,  his  employment  as  an  agent  of 
the  Crovemment  being  presumed  solely  from 
the  appearance  of  his  name  a£9zed  to  a  sign  be- 
fore one  of  tlie  rooms  in  the  building  occupied 
by  the  Treasury  Department.  This  fact  alone 
might,  with  a  jury  predetermined  to  hang  both 
him  and  Mr.  WCKjabury,  be  sufficient  proof; 
1)at  certainly,  if  no  such  prior  determination 
existed,  it  could  not  be  construed  into  proof 
positive  of  a  knowledge  on  either  part  that  the 
other  existed. 

Justice  to  this  individual  himself,  to  his  fam- 
ily, to  the  country,  demanded  an  expoaS  of  the 
attitude  which  he  occupied  officiaUy  towards 
the  Government. 

Mr.  H.  said,  throughout  the  period  of  this 
session,  there  was  one  thing  he  had  observ- 
ed with  pain ;  a  course  which  he  believed  had 
no  precedent  in  the  past  history  of  the  country, 
and  the  memory  of  which  he  hoped  might  be 
buried  forever  at  the  termination  of  this  Con- 
gress. Ho  aUnded  to  the  fact  of  the  determin- 
ed spirit  of  animosity,  the  same  relentless  oppo- 
sition, which,  during  the  past  seven  years,  had 
|)een  exhibited  in  the  House  against  the  Pres- 
ident, continuing  to  evince  itself  up  to  the  hour 
when  he  was  retiring  finally  from  fte  public 
stage.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  rancor 
of  party,  he  believed,  from  all  the  information 
he  had,  tiiat  the  last  session  of  an  Executive  had 
hitherto  been  permitted  to  pass,  if  not  entirely 
in  calmness  and  peace,  shorn,  at  least,  of  tJ^e  vir- 
idenca  and  rancor  of  cherished  hate.  He  pre- 
Bomed  not  to  be  a  ocmsoience-keeper  for  others, 


nor  would  he  dictate  any  man's  course;  bit 
were  he  now  the  enemy  of  the  venerable  man 
who  had  so  long  occupied  a  distinguished  place 
in  the  eyes  of  his  own  country  and  the  world, 
he  could  not  find  it  in  his  heart,  at  this  peiiod, 
to  imbitter  a  single  breath  of  his  allottea  exist- 
ence. Whatever  feelings  of  hostility  he  might 
have  cherished  against  the  Executive  himself 
the  policy  and  propriety  of  his  adrainistration, 
he  would  at  this  hour  stand  silently  by,  and 
permit  the  curtain  to  drop  qnietiy  and  decently 
over  the  last  scene.  What,  he  asked,  was  that 
scene,  and  who  the  great  actor,  that  the  cartaio 
was  about  to  fall  upon  ?  It  was  the  last  ret!^ 
ing  view  which  t-he  world  could  have  of  a  man 
whose  eventful  life  had  furnished^  a  whole,  a 
heavy  volume  for  the  history  of  his  counhy; 
of  a  man  whose  imperishable  deeds  were  to  be 
written  in  other  languages,  and  read  in  other 
tongues,  and  never  read  in  any  land,  under  any 
sky  wliere  human  liberty  had  a  votary,  withont 
the  heartfelt  tribute  of  glowing  admiration;  s 
man  upon  whom  his  country,  almost  with  «c- 
clamation,  had  delighted  to  bestow  the  highest 
honors  of  the  State,  and  who  wore  those  honors 
as  became  them  both — his  only  aim  her  glory, 
her  prosperity,  her  happiness,  her  libertj. 

Let  the  records  of  his  renown  be  songbt 
where  they  may,  whether  emanating  from  the 
closet  or  achieved  in  the  field,  they  will  be 
found  alike  stamped  with  the  impress  of  « 
mighty  mind,  a  patriotic  and  devoted  hMrt. 
No  matter  in  what  manner  he  may  be  talked 
of  here,  what  obloquy  may  be  cast  "P*"  ™* 
acts,  it  will  turn  to  nothing  in  the  end.  The 
glories  of  New  Orleans,  of  Talladega,  of  ih« 
Horse-shoe,  cannot  be  stricken  from  the  annajs 
of  American  history.  Posterity  will  read ;  and, 
in  aftertimes,  when  patriots  war  for  liberty, 
amid  the  strife,  the  hurry,  and  the  carnage,  the 
name  of  Andrew  Jackson  shall  be  the  taus- 
man, 

"To  stir  the  hearts  of  men. 
As  though  'twere  the  battle-dnua." 

Long  hence,  when  the  rank  grass  shall  have 
grown,  and  withered  again  and  again,  o^*J  . 
whole  "  animated  warm  motion"  now  Sum 
this  hall,  when  perhaps  none  will  be  fonna  to 
tell  where  most  of  us  lie ;  in  this  very  hdl, » 
liberty  and  union  remain,  the  name  he  had  jnst 
uttered  would  be  heard  resounding,  as  the  pre- 
server, in  a  trying  hour,  of  his  country's  polit- 
ical freedom  and  the  pure  principles  of  her  con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  H.  swd  he  was  not  speaking  with  a  cour- 
tier's tongue,  for  such  a  language  he  had  yet  to 
learn,  or  such  a  feeling  to  cherish,  towards  cr^ 
ated  man.  It  was  not  the  part  ho  had  plajw 
in  his  intercourse  with  the  President;  ow 
whenever,  as  had  sometimes  been  the  case, » 
difference  of  opinion  existed  between  them  on 
subjects  in  which  he  himself  had  felt  an  nit«r- 
est,  his  own  opinions  had  been  ^oken  to  the 
President  promptly  and  warmly — it  might  be  at 
times  too  warmly  for  the  disparity  of  year^ 
In  Bp«Jung  of  the  Executive  now,  he  hw 
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spoken  of  him  as  one  about  to  be  numbered 
with  ih»  past ;  as  one  with  wliom  his  own  age 
was  on  the  ere  of  exchanging  monmM  adieas, 
ajid  npon  whose  ear  the  voice  alike  of  flattery 
and  of  friendship,  of  low  detraction  and  of  manly- 
enmity,  would  soon  fall  with  the  same  heavy, 
cold,  senseless  effect. 

From  first  to  last,  since  his  entry  into  the 
ball,  he  had.  sat  and  silently  heard  the  Presi- 
dent denounced  as  a  tyrant,  branded,  almost  in 
tlie  same  breath,  with  the  opposite  epithets 
of  tisurper  and  dotard.  Fortunately,  the.  feel- 
ings wluch  inspired  such  language  coiild  not  be 
commnnicated  to  posterity ;  they  would  sink 
into  the  same  grave,  they  would  lie  buried  in 
the  same  oblivion,  assigned  to  most  of  those 
who  cherished  them. 

History,  in  her  long-drawn  gallery,  will 
present  to  coming  time  no  portrait  that  can  oc- 
cupy a  higher  place  than  his  who  in  life  has 
been  so  traduced — ^none  tliat  shall  stand  forth 
in  more  simple,  beautiM,  living  relief. 

As  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  ad- 
ministration, not  having  tlie  gift  of  prescience, 
it  was  impossible  for  hira  to  say  what  might  be 
its  results.    He  looked  forward,  however,  with 
perfect  confidence,  to  a  continuance  of  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  Government  was  now 
administered,  and  felt  satisfied  that,  in  this  ex- 
pectation, there  would  be  no  disappointment. 
That  violence  could  be  offered,   that  a  blow 
could  be  inflicted  upon  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  constitntion,  by  the  present  head  of 
the  Government,  was  a  state  of  things  which 
he  could  not  conceive  within  the  range  of  pos- 
nbility.    It  would  argue  an  unhallowed  love 
of  power,  and  a  misapprehension  or  a  hatred 
of  Uie  free  institutions  of  his  native  soil,  in  the 
bosom  of  the  man.    Is  it,  he  would  asl^  likely 
that  such  feelings  could  now  tenant  the  heart 
of  Andrew  Jackson  t    He  would  let  the  terms 
in  which  his  friend  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Petton) 
had  ^>oken  of  the  President,  a  few  days  back, 
answer  the  question.    He  alluded  to  the  inter- 
view described  by  his  friend  between  the  Pres- 
ident and  one  of  the  Tennessee  Senators.-    Was 
he  planning  schemes  of  power  for  himself  or 
another,  then  ?     Was  their  talk  of  treason  or 
unholy  stratagem  ?    No,  sir,  no ;  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  told  ns  it  was  of  the  grave — of 
dying — of  his  loved  Hermitage,  which  he  wish- 
ed once  more  to  see,  and  where  he  hoped  his 
eyes. might  close.     Can  it  be  that  sach  a  man, 
after  having  toiled  in  the  cause  of  liberty  his 
whole  life,  should,  when  the  grave  and  all  its 
mysteries  are  di-awing  nigh,  seek,  as  the  last 
act  of  a  glorious  career,  to  impair  the  princi- 
ples for  which  in  boyhood  he  bled ;  the  insti- 
tutions  which    in    riper    years  he    aided   to 
strengthen  and  perfect ;  and  the  free  Govern- 
ment which,  in  the  full  matnrity  of  manhood, 
he  triumphantly  sustained?     Let   it  not  be 
borne  upon  the  winds :  before  such  things  can 
exist,  the  moral  order  of  nature  must  be  re- 
versed. 
Mr.  Hahzb  aaid :  We  are  charged  with  be- 


ing inflaenced  by  the  "  spoils,"  and  with  rely- 
ing  npon  them  to  insure  our  success.  By 
"spoils"  they  mean  either  oflSoe  or  money. 
In  regard  to  the  former,  the  opposition  claim 
a  remarkable  share  of  disinterested  patriotism. 
If  we  believe  their  account  of  it,  they  have  a 
great  aversion  to  oflSce;  and  yet,  when  did 
they  ever  let  a  good  one  pass  by  without  gra^ 
ing  at  it  ?  I  can  imagine  I  almost  see  their 
"  mouths  water  "  sometimes  for  a  t&ste  of  the 
"  Treasury  p^  " 

If  it  had  so  happened  that  Ur.  Van  Bnren 
had  not  received  quite  votes  en«ngh  to  elect 
him,  and  the  three  highest  candidates  had  oome 
before  the  House  for  our  decision,  we  shoold 
have  had  great  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  con- 
clusion. There  would  have  been  no  intrigue  or 
bargain,  of  course  I  But  when  all  the  diffionl- 
ties  had  been  surmounted,  as  they  no  doubt 
would  have  been,  and  an  opposition  man  elect- 
ed, then  we  should  have  seen  the  beginning  of 
troubles.  "What  would  have  been  the  poHoy  of 
his  administration,  no  man  living  can  tell.  His 
supporters  would  have  been  of  all  political 
creeds  and  complexions  under  heaven  ;  as  op- 
posite to  each  other  as  the  poles,  and  wholly 
irreconcilable.  He  conld  not  have  pleased  one 
set  of  them  without  displeasing  the  otihen; 
and  if  he  had  compromised,  and  gone  some* 
times  a  little  with  one  side,  and  then  leaned  a 
little  to  the  other,  he  would  have  been  doing 
precisely  what  they  charge  npon  General  Jack- 
son ;  and  would  therefore  have  displeased  them 
all  I 

Bnt  this  is  not  the  grand  difficulty.  We  are 
told  that  professions  and  practice  ought  to  go 
togetlier.  Now,  the  opposition  profess  to  1^ 
lieve  that  our  friends  who  are  in  office  are  un- 
worthy to  remain  there ;  so  they  shall  be  turn- 
ed out  forthwith.  Again,  they  profess  to  have 
a  mortal  hatred  for  office-holders;  and,  of 
course,  none  of  them  would  be  willing  to  fill 
the  vacancies!  Here  would  be  one  of  the 
greatest  calamities  that  ever  befel  a  free  people 
— all  the  offices  of  the  country  vacant,  and  no 
one  to  fill  them !  One  portion  of  the  country 
would  be  too  bad,  and  the  other  too  good,  to 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  pnblio  office,  honor, 
or  emolument  I 

Bnt  npon  the  subject  of  money,  of  mercenary 
motives  and  influences,  who  has  shown  the 
strongest  inclination  to  resort  to  such  means  to 
control  public  sentiment!  Who  are  the  friends 
of  banks,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States? 
Who  are  willing  to  sell  extraordinary  privileges 
for  bonuses  payable  in  money  ?  Who  are  the 
supporters  of  land  bills  and  distribution  bills  t 
I  00  not  speak  of  the  deposit  bill  of  the  last  ses- 
sion. That  was  sustained  by  a  majority  of  my 
own  political  friends,  driven  to  it,  in  some  mea»- 
nre,  by  the  force  of  circumstances,  which  they 
conld  not  fnlly  control ;  but  I  allude  to  a  per- 
manent system,  by  which  money  for  which  the 
Government  has  no  use,  is  to  be  drawn  flrom 
the  pockets  of  the  people ;  and,  after  paying 
four  or  five  sets  of  public  men  for  ooUectmg  i^ 
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for  legialatiiig  upon  the  subject,  and  for  distrib- 
oting  it  again,  we  return  to  the  State  Govera- 
menta  the  balance,  to  be  expended  in  snch  nijan- 
ner  as  they  may  direct.  The  GKineral  Govern- 
ment has  DO  right  to  do  this — it  is  a  fraud  upon 
the  people.  The  revenue  should  be  cut  down 
so  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Government  and 
nothing  more ;  leaving  all  the  fruits  of  individ- 
ual industry  beyond  that  in  the  people's  pock- 
ets, to  be  disposed  of  as  each  man  may  think 
proper.  Such  is  the  democraths  doctrine ;  but 
the  opposition  will  not  go  for  this. 

The  indioaMons  have  been  already  given  to 
the  country.  There  is  to  be  a  coalition  be- 
tween a  portion  of  the  South  and  the  manufac- 
turing interests  of  the  Korth.  The  preservation 
of  the  "  public  faith  "  is  to  be  the  pretext  for 
collecting  a  surplus.  The  "compromise  bill" 
is  said  to  have  pledged  the  public  faith  I  What 
an  absurdity  is  this  I  Sir,  I  would  regard  a  vio- 
lation of  the  faith  of  the  nation  with  as  mnch 
horror  as  any  gentleman  in  or  out  of  this 
House.  A  nation  without  faith  is  like  an  indi- 
vidual whose  reputation  has  been  totally  de- 
stroyed :  they  are  both  very  properly  excluded 
from  all  honorable  associations.  But  how  has 
public  faith  been  pledged  in  this  case  ?  Can 
two  or  three  prominent  members  of  Congress 
make  an  arrangement,  and  obtalh  the  passage 
of  a  law  which  is  to  bind  all  posterity  ?  Have 
they  any  more  power  than  their  successors  ? 
and,  if  so,  whence  did  they  obtain  itf  The 
idea  is  prepoaterons.  If  they  could  bind  us  for 
ten  years,  they  can  do  so  for  fifty  or  a  hundred ; 
and  what  becomes  of  popular  liberty?  The 
"compromise  act"  is  of  no  more  authority 
than  any  other  law  of  Congress,  and  can  be  re- 
pealed or  modified  at  any  time  we  may  think 
proper.  It  will  be  sustained,  however,  I  have 
no  doubt,  and  an  enormous  amount  of  taxes 
thus  levied  upon  the  people,  to  be  divided  out 
again ;  keeping  up  swarms  of  unnecessary  offi- 
cers, and  enriching  one  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity at  the  expense  of  another.  The  money  is 
never  returned  to  the  men  who  earned  it. 

Again :  it  is  charged  upon  this  administration 
that  it  has  increased  the  annual  expenditures  to 
a  large  amount  "Why  do  not  gentlemen  have 
the  candor  to  tell  the  people  the  cause  of  this 
increase  I  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  increased 
population,  ofSces,  and  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  in  the  appropriations  for  varions  nation- 
al objects,  fortifications,  navy,  <bc.  The  remo- 
val of  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
the  purchase  of  their  lands,  and  the  wars  we 
have  had  with  them,  are  some  of  th§  principal 
items.  lias  there  been  any  unnecessary  expen- 
diture ?  If  BO,  point  it  out.  Let  us  know 
what  it  is;  and  then  we  will  ask  ourselves  why 
we  appropriated  the  money. 

So  of  the  corruntion  of  which  we  hear  so 
much.  In  what  aoes  it  consist!  "Who  has 
been  guilty  of  it?  In  what  department  or 
bureau  is  it  to  be  found?  What  is  its  charac- 
ter? General  char^  are  easily  made;  but 
they  are  too  indefinite.    Let  gentlemen  assume 


the  responsibility  of  making  a  distinct  chargo, 
In  private  life,  if  one  man  instigates  a  prosecu- 
tion against  another  for  an  offence,  and  it  tnnii 
oat,  upon  investigation,  that  there  is  no  foui- 
dation  for  it,  and  not  even  a  probable  cause 
for  its  commencement,  the  prosecutor  is  liable 
to  an  action  of  damages  for  the  injury  done 
to  individual  reputation.  Are  the  characters 
of  public  men  less  valuable  to  them  than  thow 
of  private  citizens?  Are  they  not  equallj 
under  the  protection  of  the  law?  Tree,  the 
prosecutor  here  might  not  be  liable  to  ta 
action;  but  if  there  should  turn  out  to  be 
neither  ground  for  the  charge,  nor  good  reason 
for  instituting  the  inquiry,  public  sentiment 
would  render  that  justice,  to  all  concerned,  that 
is  administered  in  the  other  case  by  the 
Judiciary  of  the  country. 

If  any  gentleman  wUl  rise  in  his  place,  and 
state  that  he  has  good  reason  to  believe,  from 
information  upon  which  lie  can  rely,  thst  fraud 
and  corruption  do  exist  in  a  particular  depart- 
ment, either  naming  his  informant  or  stating 
that  it  is  improper  to  name  him,  I,  for  one,  will 
vote  for  a  committee,  with  ample  powers  to 
make  a  thorough  investigation.  If  one  com- 
mittee is  not  enough,  I  will  vote  for  more— 
for  as  many  as  are  necessary  to  develop  the 
true  condition  of  the  public  offices,  and  to 
expose  all  the  defaulters  who  may  be  found  in 
them.  This,  I  think,  ought  to  satisfy  the  most 
fastidious. 

This  House  has  been  assailed.  It  has  been 
denominated  a  mere  "bed  of  justice,  totegistff 
the  decrees  of  royalty  I ''  It  seems  that  we  sit 
here,  without  any  opinions  of  our  own,  merely 
to  register  the  edicts  of  tlie  President  I  What 
is  the  pretext  for  this  charge  ?  Why,  forsootl^ 
we  agree  in  sentiment  with  the  President,  and 
therefore  sustain  his  measures  I  Was  ever 
argument  more  ftitile  ?  Who  elected  the  Presi- 
dent? The  people.  Who  elected  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House?  The  same  people.  Do 
they  not  vote  for  both  because  tliey  anpiOTe 
of  their  political  opinions?  UndouDtedlf. 
Are  not  the  President  and  the  mtjority  of  the 
members  of  this  House  of  thq  same  political 
party  ?  Is  it  strange  that  they  should  agree  in 
regaJd  to  great  leading  measures  of  policy! 
Who  would  anticipate  any  thing  else  than  m 
agreement  ?  I  desire  to  speak  respectfolJy  of 
argimients  advanced  here,  and  will,  therefore, 
not  say  that  this  is  childish ;  but  really  it  is  one 
of  the  strangest  specimens  of  parliamentary 
logic  that  I  have  ever  heard. 

Pray,  who  •  rules  the  opposition?  whose 
edicts  do  they  register?  Do  they  sit  here  to 
register  the  edicts  of  a  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  of  another  from  Massachusetts, 
and  of  a  third  from  South  Carolina?  If  noti 
how  does  it  happen  that  they  agree  sor  cordially 
and  entirely  with  the  three  great  leaders  in  aU 
their  political  opinions  ?  The  fact  cannot  be 
denied,  that  this  agreement  does  exist;  and  if 
the  argument  is  good  with  respect  to  us,  it 
applies  equally  to  the  opposition.    If  we  are 
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the  Presideiiit's  "slaTes,"  they  are  "slaves"  to 
the  opposition  leaders. 

The  President,  it  is  said,  is  popular;  that  he 
mles  the  country  and  guides  publio  sentiment 
by  the  aid  of  this  personal  popularity.  What  a 
Isme  and  impotent  conclusion!  True,  he  is 
popular,  but  it  is  because  he  deserves  to  be  so, 
from  his  eminent  talents,  hia  democratic  prin- 
ciples, and  his  faithful  and  extraordinary  publio 
swvices.  If  other  gentlemen  wish  to  be  popu- 
lar, let  them  pursue  his  footsteps,  adopt  nis 
principles,  and  render  such  services,  ana  then 
they  will  attain  the  object  of  their  wishes. 
The  people  of  this  countiy  have  but  one  desire 
in  regard  to  public  affairs — ^it  is  to  see  their 
Government  well  administered.  They  elected 
Andrew  Jackson  because  they  believed  be  would 
tilins  administer  the  Government ;  and  they  have 
not  been  disappointed. 

Who  is  it  that  complains  of  himt  They  are 
the  men  who  told  ua,  in  1824  and  in  1828,  that 
if  Jackson  succeeded,  the  country  would  be 
rained ;  the  men  who  told  us  the  same  thing 
in  1882  ;  men  who  invoke  war,  pestilence,  and 
f^ine,  rather  than  devoti(«  to  military  glory ; 
bat  who,  during  the  late  campaign,  huzzaied 
for  military  chieftains  louder  than  ever  we  did 
at  any  period.  They  are  now  endeavoring  to 
convince  us  that  they  were  right;  that  we 
have  been  mined;  and  that  all  their  predic- 
tions have  been  verified.  Do  they  think  we 
will  believe  their  declamations  in  opposition  to 
the  evidence  of  our  own  senses  ?  When  was  this 
country  ever  more  happy  and  prosperous  than 
at  this  moment?  Never  since  the  Govern- 
ment was  first  organized.  The  laboring  classes 
of  the  community — the  farmer,  the  planter,  the 
meohanio,  the  manufacturer — are  all  growing 
rich.  Land,  and  all  its  products,  bear  a  higher 
price  than  they  have  for  many  years ;  yet  gen- 
tlemen will  have  it  that  we  are  ruined.  The 
laws  protect  every  man  in  the  ei\joyment  of  all 
his  rights — ^personal  liberty,  personal  seonrity, 
and  private  property;  in  all  his  immunities 
and  privileges — religious,  civil,  and  political; 
still  gentlemen  insist  that  we  are  mined.  Sir, 
the  people  will  not  believe  them.  When  they 
feel  themselves  hq>py  at  home,  and  learn  from 
every  intelligent  American,  of  every  party, 
that  our  country  now  stands  higher  abroad, 
(»  account  of  the  niianner  in  which  our  inter- 
oonne  has  been  conducted  by  this  administra- 
tion with  foreign  nations  (France  included) 
than  it  ever  did  in  any  former  period,  they 
will  not  believe  any  man  who  asserts  that  they 
have  been  injured  by  those  who  have  held  the 
reins  of  power  for  the  last  eight  years. 

Having  said  thus  much  in  explanation,  I  will 
now  proceed  with  my  discourse.  When  we 
a^joonied  the  other  day,  I  was  remarking  that 
the  nation  had  approved  of  the  conduct  of  the 
present  Executive.  The  late  Sections  prove 
diat  beyond  all  dispute.  A  soooessor  has  been 
elected  by  a  large  minority,  who  has  been 
associated  with  the  Executive  for  many  years ; 
who  apiffoves  of  his  leading  measures,  and  is 
Vol.  Zm.— 16 


pledged  to  carry  out  his  policy.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wui,)  who  I  regret  to 
see  is  not  in  his  seat,  particularly  as  I  under- 
stand he  is  detained  from  it  by  the  illness  of 
his  family,  told  us  the  other  day  that  he  was 
advocating  the  cause  of  the  people,  and  did 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  assuling  the 
President.  That  gentleman  and  several  others 
have  been  advocating  the  cause  of  the  people 
in  the  same  way  for  years ;  yet,  whenever  tiie 
people  come  to  the  polls,  they  uniformly  decide 
agamst  their  own  advocates,  and  in  favor  of  ^ 
Andrew  Jackson.  This  proves  their  appro-' 
bation  of  his  principles  and  policy. 

I  do  not  stand  here  to  eulogize  the  President ; 
but  this  much  I  will  say :  when  the  passions 
which  enter  into  party  conflicts  in  this  country 
shall  have  subsided,  when  the  prejudices 
created  by  such  controversies  shall  have 
paned  away,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  jn*- 
tice  be  done  to  the  fame  and  character  of 
Andrew  Jackson.  And  when  his  enemies  shall 
have  floated  down  the  stream  of  time  into  that 
oblivion  which  is  the  inevitable  destiny  of 
almost  their  whole  number,  his  memory  will 
survive  and  flourish  in  the  hearts  of  a  Just,  a 
grateful,  and  an  intelligent  people. 

The  history  of  America  up  to  this  period 
will  present  three  Presidents  standing  out 
boldly  upon  her  pages  as  great  pnblio  benefac- 
tors. They  are— Geor^  Washington,  -who 
harmonized  the  conflicting  ekmente,  and  put 
our  Government  in  motion ;  Thomas  Jefferson, 
who  arrested  it  in  its  downhill  career  towards 
monarchy,  and  restored  it  to  its  pristine  purity ; 
and  Andrew  Jackson,  who  gave  it  the  "  repub- 
lican tack,"  brought  it  back  to  the  point  where 
Jefferson  left  it,  and  where  it  always  onght  to 
renuun. 

I  come  now  to  speak  of  the  future.  It  hi^ 
been  boldly  proclaimed  here  by  several  gen- 
tlemen, that,  in  regard  to  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  we  are  to  have  "  war  ia 
advance,"  and  "  war  to  the  knife  1  "  This  is  a 
most  extraordinary  position  for  gentlemen  to 
assume,  before  the  principles  or  policy  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  are  made  known, — nay,  before 
he  has  taken  the  oath  of  ofBoe ;  to  declare  war, 
and  that,  too,  a  war  of  extermination  ?  They 
inform  us  that  he  is  not  to  be  judged  by  his 
acts ;  that  they  may  possibly  support  his  meas- 
ures, but  they  will  wage  an  interminable  war- 
fare against  the  manl  Why,  rir,  we  go  for 
measures,  and  men  to  carry  them  out;  we 
support  men,  because  they  are  in  favor  of  obtain 
dootrines  and  measnresy  not  becanse  we  like 
the  man.  Any  other  system  than  this  must 
d^nerate  into  mere  "man- worship." 

This  may  be  a  very  patriotic  opposition ; 
but  it  appears  to  me  to  be  an  impolitic  one  for 
the  gentlemen  themselves.  When  one  man 
is  determined  beforehand  to  be  displeased,  or 
to  quarrel  with  another,  we  know  how  ea^ 
it  is  to  find  an  opportunity  of  doing  so.  Now, 
if  it  should  BO  hsqppen,  in  the  progress  of  events, 
that  thaca  gentlemen  find  it  necessary  at  some 
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fntore  time  to  make  an  assanlt  upon  the  admin- 
istration, will  not  the  people  be  inclined  to 
reply :  "  Ah  1  we  did  not  expect  yon  to  be 
satiraed,  for  yon  were  determined  to  be  dis- 
pleased, let  the  President  do  as  he  might."  Bat 
the  conree  which  gentlemen  choose  to  parme  is 
.  somewhat  a  matter  of  taste ;  and  I  have  not 
the  least  desire  to  dictate  to  any  one  apon  this 
subject. 

K  the  opposition  have  solemnly  resolved 
that  we  shaU  have  another  four  years'  war; 

,  if  they  will  agree  to  no  cessation  of  hostilities ; 
if  we  cannot  be  permitted  even  to  go  into 
winter  qnarters  for  three  months ;  if  war,  and 
war  to  Uie  knife,  is  to  be  their  motto,  for  one, 
I  say,  "come  on,  Macduff  I  "  Let  us  hear  the 
roar  of  yoor  cannon,  gentlemen.  Show  ns  the 
size  of  yonr  bells ;  the  length  and  diameter  of 
your  calibres.  Let  ns  hear  the  trampling  of 
the  horses'  hoofs,  the  neighing. of  the  stMds, 
and  the  clangor  of  yonr  trumpets.  Do  not 
annoy  na  by  me  random  shots  of  single  rifle- 
men, from  behind  the  scattering  trees,  nor  by 
the  flanking  and  scouting  parties  that  belong  to 
TOUT  army;  but  charge  with  all  yonr  forces. 
Danger  is  always  increased,  in  appearance,  by 

.  the  distance.  The  enemy  presents  a  mnch 
more  terrifying  aspect  when  he  first  bnrsts 
upon  the  view  than  when  yon  grapple  with 
him,  man  to  man,  and  test  the  power  of  his 
muscle  and  the  fierceness  of  his  spirit.  Oive 
ns  a  general  fire,  along  yonr  whole  line.  The 
suspense  which  precedes  a  great  battle  is  the 
most  dreadAil  period  of  the  whole  affair.  I 
am  told  that  even  cowards  will  fight  after  the 
first  discharge ;  and  I  promise  yon  that  all  of  ns 
who  survive  the  first  shock  will  stand  np  and 
give  yon  a  fair  fight  in  the  open  plain. 

The  reason  assigned  for  makmg  war  upon 
Mr.  Van  Bnren  is,  that  he  is  a  usurper  I  Yes, 
sir,  although  elected  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  he  is  a  usurper.  Language  is 
changing  its  meaning  now-a-days,  and  we 
shall  soon  be  unable  to  understand  each  other. 
Let  ns  look  into  this  charge. 

We  all  know  there  were  many  persons  in  the 
democratic  party  who  did  not  prefer  Mr.  Van 
Boren  to  all  others  as  the  successor  of  General 
Jackson.  Some  of  ns  preferred  Jndge  McLean ; 
some  were  for  Colonel  Benton;  others  were 
for  Judge  "White ;  and  many  were  in  favor  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  firom  Kentucky, 
(Colonel  Johnson.)  He  was  not  my  first 
choice.  Thousands  of  us  in  Ohio  preferred  a 
distingnished  citizen  of  our  own  State.  We 
knew  him  personally;  we  had  seen  the  zeal, 
industry,  and  ability,  displayed  by  him  in  the 
management  of  an  important  Department  of  the 
Government,  and  in  the  disc^iarge  of  every 
duty  devolving  upon  him  in  the  various  stations 
he  had  held,  botli  under  the  State  and  Federal 
anthoritieB.  We  believed,  he  would  make 
an  ezodlent  Chief  Magistrate ;  whilst,  on  the 
other  hand,  some  of  us  had  been  induced  to 
beUeve  that,  although  Mr.  Van  Buren  possessed 
4gKa.t  abilities  and  experience,  still  he  waa  an 


intriguing  politician.  We  believed  so,  becgnse 
we  heard  these  things  said,  day  after  dij, 
for  years,  and  scarcely  ever  neard  a  word  usA 
in  his  defence.  How  could  any  one  expect  ds, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  oome  to  a  ftvot- 
able  conclusion  in  regard  to  himi  I  must 
here  beg  pardon  of  the  House  for  spealdig 
particularly  of  myself.  When  I  was  Srst 
elected  to  Congress,  I  was  elected  as  a  UcLeaa 
man.  Myself  and  one  of  my  colleagnes  were 
well  known,  both  at  home  and  at  this  place,  to  be 
favorable  to  the  Judge ;  whilst  the  otner  friends 
of  the  administration  from  Ohio  were  either  for 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  or  uncommitted. 

Sir,  the  opposition  may  thank  themselves,  in 
some  degree,  for  the  election  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren. 
They  contributed  very  much  to  make  him  the 
candidate  of  the  democratio  P»rty.  Notwith- 
standing his  eminent  qualifications  for  the 
oflSce,  his  d^ms  might  possibly  have  been  post- 
poned to  a  future  Section,  had  it  not  l)een  for 
the  rancorous  persecution  of  his  poMcal 
enemies.  The  first  step  taken  by  them,  to 
render  him  a  favorite  with  the  people,  iras  the 
wanton  rejection  of  his  nomination  as  minister 
to  England.  This  exhibited  so  mnch  ill  nature, 
so  strong  a  desire  to  crush  a  supposed  riTsl,  and 
to  gratify  individual  and  partisan  hatred  at  the 
hazard  of  sacrificing  the  public  interest,  that 
the  friends  of  the  aAninistration  rose  np  as  one 
man,  and,  as  an  act  of  retributive  justice, 
elevated  the  rejected  minister  to  the  piw^J"? 
obair  of  that  very  Senate  who  had  attempted 
to  destroy  him. 

The  next  step  take^  by  the  opposition  to 
make  the  Vice  President  popular  with  Ws  <m 
party,  was  the  daily  abuse  they  bestowed 
upon  him  daring  the  "  panic  session."  'Hiey 
constantly  connected  "Jackson,  Van  Buren, 
and  the'  party  "  together,  to  make  np  «  friora- 
virate.  This  very  naturally  excited  kind  feel- 
ings towards  him  among  those  who  were 
abused  in  common  vrith  the  President  and  nim- 
self ;  in  this  manner,  they  made  him  thonsanos 
of  friends,  and  he  was  finally  adopted  as  the 
candidate  of  the  democratio  party. 

The  gentleman  tells  ns  that  the  Presidoit 
nominated  him  as  his  successor,  and  that  to  ths 
nomination  he  owes  his  election.  I  shonld  be 
glad  to  know  when,  where,  and  under  wh» 
circumstances,  this  nomination  was  made. 

[Mr.  Prtton  arose,  and  said  he  conld  teU 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  conM  do  so 
then,  if  he  desired  it;  or  would  do  it  after  W 
got  through,  whichever  he  pleased.  !"• 
HjlMeb  remarked  that  it  would  be  betor, 
prhaps,  for  Mr.  P.  to  give  his  sentiments  alter 
ne  had  closed.] 

I  presume,  sir,  (said  Mr.  H,)  the  gentlOTan 
from  Tennessee  refers  to  the  Gwinn  letter, 
written  by  the  President  in  defence  of  some 
charge  made  agafaist  him  in  a  NtAviUe 
paper.  It  is  some  time  since  I  saw  that  letter, 
but  such  is  the  tenor  of  it,  according  to  my 
recollection. 

[Mr.  PnxoJT  again  aroee,  and  made  some 
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remarks  res{>ectiiig  this  letter,  contending  that 
the  article  in  the  Nashville  paper  was  not  an 
attack  upon  General  Jackson,  bat  that  it  had 
been  made  a  pretext  for  writing  the  letter, 
which  denounced  eveirbodr  in  advance  who 
wonld  not  snpport  Mr.  Van  Bureo.] 

!Hr.  H.  proceeded.  Let  the  nature  of  the 
article  be  what  it  might,  one  thing  ia  certain — 
the  letter  was  neither  in  form  nor  in  substance 
a  "nomination"  of  Mr.  Van  Boren.  It  advised 
union  and  harmony  in  the  party,  and  spoke  favor- 
ably of  the  proposed  convention  at  Baltimore. 

Soppose  the  Pre«dent  was  favorable  to  him, 
was  there  any  thing  wrong  in  this?  Does  a 
Chief  Magistrate  lose  the  freedom  of  thought  by 
his  election  to  that  office  ?  This  would  be  a 
new  doctrine  in  our  country. 

It  is  not  unnatural  that  he  should  be  fiavor- 
able  to  Mr.  Van  Buren.  He  knew  him  well. 
The  latter  had  been  associated  with  him  for 
years  in  the  administration  of  the  Government. 
They  agreed  in  opinion  with  respect  to  all  the 
kadiiig  measures  of  the  administration,  and  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  pledged,  if  elected,  to  carry 
them  out,  and  pursue  the  policy  of  General 
Jackson.  To  such  a  candidate  he  could  not 
weQ  be  opposed ;  but  how  did  this  influence 
the  election}  Where  was  the  President's  in- 
gaenoe  effectually  exerted  in  favor  of  his  suc- 
oeaeor  t  Kot  in  Tennessee,  for  that  State  went 
aswnst  him.  If  there  was  any  one  State  in  the 
Union  which  could  be  influenced  by  him,  it 
mnet  be  Tennessee;  and  yet  that  went  for 
Jndge  White  1  Where,  then,  is  the  evidence  of 
this  "t^pointment  of  his  successor,"  so  con- 
fi^ntly  cnarged  upon  all  concerned  ?  Nowhere 
bat  in  the  imagination  of  those  who  have  assert- 
ed it  so  often,  that  I  dare  say  they  begin  to 
believe  it  themselves.  Suppose  the  President 
had  been  for  Judge  White  or  for  General  Harri- 
son, wonld  there  have  been  any  complaints 
then?  Kot  a  word.  They  would  have  said: 
"  Well,  the  President  has  got  his  eyes  open  at 
last  to  the  true  character  of  Mr.  Van  Buren ; 
he  can  be  deceived  do  longer ;  he  has  detected 
the  imposition,  and,  with  his  characteristio 
independence,  the  noble  old  General  has  come 
oat  openly  against  him."  He  would  have  been 
"glorified,"  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to 
the  other,  by  those  who  now  abuse  him. 

The  Baltimore  convention  nominated  the 
Yioe  Presideat,  and  made  him  the  candidate  of 
oar  party.  This,  too,  is  a  grievous  offence, 
and  smacks  of  dictation  too  strongly  to  please 
the  opposition.  Pray,  who  first  resorted  to 
Mtkwal  conventions  for  such  purposes  ?  Who 
held  the  conventions  at  Baltimore  that  nomi- 
nated Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Wirt,  in  the  campaign 
«f  1832?  Who  held  the  young  men's  national 
eoovention  in  this  District,  in  the  same  year  ? 
We  all  know  it  was  the  whigs  and  the  anti- 
masons.  Tet  those  are  the  men  who  now 
sbtue  OS  in  unmeasured  terms  for  merely  fol- 
lowing their  example. 

But  hia  locality  greatly  displeases  some  gentle- 
nen,  and  they  have  abused  ^ew  York  in  almost 


every  debate  that  has  occurred  here  for  the  last 
three  years;  and  she  is  treated  in  the  same 
manner  in  all  their  newspapers.  And  why  may 
not  New  York  have  the  honor  of  giving  us  a 
President  ?  The  South  has  given  us  four,  New 
England  has  furnished  two,  and  the  West  one ; 
whilst  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  two  great 
States,  occupying  a  central  position  in  the  con- 
federacy, each  of  them  a  nation  within  itself, 
have  never  furnished  us  one.  What  has  New 
York  done,  that  she  is  to  be  proscribed  ?  Has 
she  not  signalized  herself  by  a  devotion  to  lib- 
erty, and  an  attachment  to  democratic  princi- 
ples, in  all  the  great  emergencies  which  the 
country  has  seen  ?  Where  was  she  in  the  rev- 
olutionary war?  Battling  among  the  fore- 
most for  independence.  What  was  her  position 
in  the  gret^  political  revolution  that  Drought 
Mr.  Jefferson  into  power?  She  stood  side  by 
side  with  her  democratic  sisters,  struggling  for 
the  rights  of  the  States  against  federid  usurpa- 
tion and  monar  hical  principles.  And  in  the 
war  of  1812,  where  was  she  found  ?  Sustain- 
ing the  cause  of  the  conhtnr  as  efficiently  as 
any  State  in  the  Union,  and  holding  at  bay  the 
Hartford  convention  party,  who  were  not  per- 
mitted to  cross  her  territory  into  the  miadl6 
and  Southern  States.  If  this  State  has  a  dis- 
tinguished son,  worthy  of  the  chief  magistracy, 
why  may  be  not  be  presented  as  a  candidate 
for  the  suffrages  of  tne  people  of  the  United 
States?  So  far  from  there  being  any  thing 
wrong  in  it,  there  was  a  peculiar  propriety, 
under  all  the  olrcamstances,  m  taking  the  canm- 
date  from  New  York  at  the  recent  election. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  was  thus  made  a  candidate 
for  the  presidency  of  the  United  States.  He 
encountered  an  opposition  combining  more 
talent  with  less  scrupulousness  in  reg&rd  to  the 
means  employed  to  defeat  him  than  was  ever 
met  before  by  any  successful  candidate  for  the 
same  office.  Their  untiring  exertions  induced 
thousands  of  good  meif  and  sound  patriots  to 
vote  against  him,  who  were  utterly  misled  with 
respect  to  his  true  character. 

It  wonld  be  a  Herculean  task  to  enumerate 
all  the  falsehoods  propagated,  and  impositions 
practised,  to  accomplish  his  defeat.  They  all 
ftuled.  Notwithstanding  the  people  were  ap- 
pealed to  in  pathetic  terms  to  come  to  the 
rescue,  were  assured  that  they  wonld  be  ruined 
if  they  elected  him,  still  they  marched  to  the 

Eolls  and  gave  him  their  votes.  The  people 
ad  been  twice  mined  by  electing  General 
Jackson ;  and,  as  they  found  it  rather  an  agree- 
able operation,  they  concluded  to  try  it  a  third 
time,  and  let  Mr.  Van  Buren  ruin  them  again. 
He  has  been  elected  by  the  nnbought  suffrages 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  in  a  most  remarkable 
manner.  The  vote  received'  by  him  is  diffused 
throughout  the  Union,  so  as  to  prove  most 
clearly  that  notiiing  like  a  geographical  division 
of  parties  exists  in  the  oountry.  All  the  efforts 
made  towards  that  point  have  been  unsuccess- 
ful. Including  Michigan,  he  has  received  the 
rotes  of  fifteen  States  out  of  twenty-six.    Ho 
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obtuned  the  votes  of  a  minority  of  the  old 
thirteen  States,  and  a  majority  of  those  of  the 
new  States.  He  has  a  majoritj  of  the  electoral 
rotes  of  the  slaveholding  and  a  mfjority  of 
those  of  the  non-slayeholding  States  of  the 
Union.  He  has  one  hnndred  and  seventy  elec- 
toral votes,  being  a  m^oritv  of  forty-six  over 
all  his  competitors  put  together ;  and  he  has  a 
minority  of  all  the  individaal  votes  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  from  ten  to 
twenty  thousand.  The  exact  number  cannot 
be  ascertained,  because  in  South  Carolina  the 
people  do  not  vote ;  the  Legislature  appoints 
ibe  electors  of  President.  Without  this  State, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  has  a  m^ority  of  about  twenty- 
two  thousand,  according  to  the  calculation  pf 
the  opposition  newspapers  themselves.  But  to 
make  nim  out  a  "  usurper,"  a  "  minority  Pres- 
ident," they  count  South  Carolina  as  forty 
thousand — ihb  whole  number  being  set  down 
^iunst  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  none  for  him. 
Now,  the  Union  party  of  that  State  compose 
fh>m  a  third  to  one-half  of  its  population,  and 
they  are  openly  for  him,  and  wonld  have  so 

gven  their  votes,  if  permitted  by  the  State 
overnment  to  go  to  the  polls,  and  vote  directly 
for  the  President.  If|  then,  the  State  can  give 
forty  thousand  votes,  fifteen  thousand  at  least, 
and  perhaps  twenty  thousand,  would  have  been 
for  Mr.  Van  Buren ;  for  many  nulllfiers  would 
have  voted  for  him,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  pre- 
ference to  any  other  candidate  before  them. 
Allowing  him  but  fifteen  thousand,  there  wonld 
be  a  mtijority  of  ten  thousand  against  him  in 
the  State.  Deduct  this  from  the  twenty-two 
thousand  migority  he  has  in  the  other  States, 
and  he  has  still  a  clear  minority  of  the  indi- 
vidu^  votes  of  the  Union  of  at  least  twelve 
thonsand. 

He  is  elicted  according  to  all  the  forms  of 
the  constitution,  and  by  these  large  State  elec- 
toral and  individual  majorities;  and  yet  gentle- 
men call  him  a  "  usurper  1 "  Ko ;  he  is  the 
constitutional,  lawful  President ;  and,  from  the 
4th  of  March  next,  all  men  will  be  bound  to 
obey  him  as  such,  within  the  pale  assigned  to 
him  by  the  institutions  of  his  country. 


Fbidat,  January  6. 
E.  P.  Letcher  and  T.  P.  Moore. 
The  bni  for  the  relief  of  Robert  P.  Letcher 
and  Thomas  P.  Moore  came  up,  on  its  final 
passage. 

The  mMn  question,  "shall  the  bill  pass?" 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  125,  nays  64. 

J)e$emdant$  of  James  Broum — Claim  for  Prop- 
erty taken  btfore  the  War  of  1788  5y  Me 
Oherokeet,  while  the  Aneeetor  totu  moving  hie 
Mmiluji-om  North  Carolina  to  the  Cumber- 
land iiver  SettUmmtt. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  William  Anderson  coming  up- 
After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Undebwood, 


VlKTON,    PaBEKR,    BxLL,    HxnSTBMA5, 

and  Oavb  Johnsok, 

Mr.  Shields  said  that,  at  the  commencemeiit 
of  this  discussion,  he  had  been  improperly  im- 

Eressed  with  the    belief  that  the  Cherokee 
ndians  and  the  United  States  were  in  a  state  of 
partial  war  at  the  time  the  loss  was  sostuned, 
for  which  these  claimants  are  now  eeekbij 
indemni^;    but,  upon  a  careful  examinatioii 
of  the  history  of  the  times,  and  the  cirmm- 
stances  immediately  connected  with  this  clum, 
(said  he,)  I  find  that,  at  that  period,  a  state  of  per- 
fect peace  existed  between  that  tribe  of  Indians 
and  this  country.    It  will  not,  therefore,  Iw 
necessary  to  consider,  in  the  argument  which  I 
now  propose  to  submit,  whether  this  GoYen- 
ment  should  or  should  not  indemnify  her  citi- 
zens for  depredations  committed  upon  their 
property  by  the  enemies  of  the  country,  ■when 
in  a  state  of  actual  war  with  another  power. 
The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  by  which 
this  bill  was  reported,  state,  in  its  accompany- 
ing report,  that  this  claim  rests  upon  the  same 
facts  and  circumstances,  or,  rather,  tbst  it  is 
identical  in  point  of  proof,  with  the  claim  of 
the  heirs  of  James  Brown,  which  was  allowed 
at  a  former  session  of  Congress.    I  shall,_there- 
fore,  in  this  discussion,  refer  to  the  facts  in  that 
case,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afflairs  in  1832,  and  shall  take  the  facts  as 
reported  by  that  committee,  at  least,  as  yrima 
faeie  true.    These  claimants  allege  that  thej 
should  be  indemnified  as  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  William  Anderson,  deceased,  for  the 
loss  o^  property  plundered  from  their  ancestor, 
James  Brown,  by  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in 
1788.    It  will  be  recollected  by  every  one  that, 
by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  con- 
cluded in  1786,  that  portion  of  territory  which 
now  composes  a  considerable  part  of  Middle 
Tennessee  was  ceded  to  this  country  by  the 
Cherokees,  and  was  immediately  thrown  o^ 
for  the  reception  and  occupation  for  our  citi- 
zens.   Among  the  early  ^venturers  who  mani- 
fested a  disposition  to  establish  a  permanent 
home  in  this  part  of  the  Western  wilderness, 
was  James  Brown,  the  ancestor  of  these  clwm- 
ants.    In  the  fall  of  1787,  he  and  his  femily, 
carrying  with  them  all  their  valuable  property, 
arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Holston,  more  than 
two  hundred  milfes  distant,  by  land,  fnan  the 
place  of  their  destination.    Believing  that  » 
passage  down  the  Tennessee  Kiver  conld  be 
more  easily  effected,  and  be,  at  the  same  time, 
less  perilous,  than  a  trip  across  the  monntains, 
early  in  the  following  May  (1788)  they  em- 
barked, with  a  considerable  amount  of  pn^per^ 
on  board  a  boat,  which  they  had  prepared  in  the 
mean  time,  and  descended  the  Tennessee  River- 
While  floating  down  this  river,  after  they  had 
reached  the  limits  of  the   Indian   territo^, 
through  which  they  had  necessarily  to  pass,  by 
an  act  of  the  basest  perfidy,  under  the  disgnwe 
of  Wendship,  they  were  suddenly  surrounded 
by  upwards  of  seventy    Cherokee  warriors. 
Mr.  Brown  himseli^  two  of  Ms  sons,  and  five 
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boatmen,  "  the  only  adalt,jiiale8  on  board  the 
boat,"  were  inatantlj  slain,  Mrs.  Brown,  her 
thi«e  danghter&  and  two  minor  sons,  made 
o^itivea,  and  their  propertjr  plundered  and 
carried  off  \tj  the  Indians.  It  is  for  the  low 
of  a  small  pwtion  of  this  property,  thus  vio- 
lently seized,  that  one  of  these  captive  girls, 
who  afterwards  became  Mrs.  Anderson,  and 
her  orphan  children,  now  ask  an  indemnity 
from  the  Government.  Can  the  Government, 
consistently  with  its  past  policy,  its  fhtnre 
interest,  and  the  justice  of  this  individual  appli- 
eadon,  allow  the  sought-for  indemnity  ?  It  is, 
in  the  first  place,  I  believe,  admitted  that,  in 
time  of  peace,  there  is  a  claim  on  our  Govern- 
ment for  the  protection  of  the  person  and  prop- 
erty <^  the  citizen,  and  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  any  other  than  our  own  citisens. 
Bnt  it  is  contended,  in  argument,  that  we  have 
not  Bo£Sciently  shown  that  a  state  of  peace 
then  existed,  and  that  the  very  act  of  hostility 
of  which  we  complain  is  evidence  of  the  want 
of  a  state  of  actual  peace ;  and  that  a  state  of 
peace  or  war  with  an  Indiian  tribe  can  only  be 
determined  by  the  character  d  the  acts  of  one 
«r  both  of  the  parties  1  I  infer,  however,  that 
a  Btate  of  peace  existed  at  that  period,  from  the 
history  of  the  times,  the  contemporary  conduct 
of  a  largo  commnnity  of  our  citizens  who 
resided  in  the  vicinity  of  this  tribe  of  Indians, 
the  conduct  of  James  Brown  himself,  and  from 
direct  and  uneqnivooal  declarations  of  the  Con- 
gross  of  the  United  States,  contained  in  a  pro- 
olaniation  of  that  year  on  this  very  subject. 

Prior  to  his  departure  from  tiie  settlement  on 
the  Holston,  the  ancestor  of  the  petitioners 
obtained  a  permit  from  one  of  the  headmen  of 
the  tribe  to  pass  on  his  contemplated  voyage 
throagfa  the  Indian  territory,  accompanied  with 
erecy  assnrance  of  protection  and  Mfety.  The 
mnnmnnity  in  which  he  had  resided  from  the 
liaQ  of  1787  until  May,  1788,  were  on  terms  of 
perfect  amity,  and  indeed  had  been  from  the 
trea^  of  H<^well  up  to  that  time.  And, 
fbrther,  this  treaty  of  Hopewell,  it  should  not 
be  forgotten,  contained  the  following  remark- 
able provisions,  with  regard  to  our  rdations 
towaiils  the  Cherokees,  in  articles  9  and  10,  to 
wit:  That  "the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
regulating  the  trade  with  the  Indians,  and 
managing  all  their  a£Eairs,  in  such  manner  as 
they  think  proper ; "  and,  again :  "  Until  the 
pleasure  of  Coogrees  be  made  known  respecting 
the  9th  article,  all  traders,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  shall  have  liberty  to  go  to  any  of  the 
tribes  or  towns  of  the  Cherokees,  to  trade  witii 
them;  and  they  shall  be  protected  in  their 
persons  and  property,  and  kmdly  treated." 

No  other  intercourse  regulations  had  been 
entered  into  with  this  tribe  previoas  to  1788, 
and  none,  except  one  or  two  of  a  very  partial 
bearing,  up  to  the  general  intercourse  law  of 
1802,  which  has  regulated  our  interoonrse  with 
all  the  Indian  tribes  from  that  to  the"  present 
time.    It  is  true  there  were  other  stipulations 


in  the  several  treaties  concluded,  respectively, 
at  Holston  in  1791,  at  Philadelphia  in  1792  and 
1794^  and  at  Tellico  in  October,  1798 ;  but  none 
of  a  general  nature  touching  this  point.  There 
is  still  stronger  evidence  of  oar  peaceable  rda- 
tions  to  be  found  in  the  proclamation  of  Con- 
gress to  which  I  have  a&eady  alluded.  This 
proclamation  was  issued,  by  a  resolution  of 
Congress^  the  2d  day  of  September,  1788,  in 
four  or  five  months  after  the  plunder  oi  the 
boat  and  murder  of  Brown  and  the  crew.  This 
proclamation,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  hold  in 
my  hand,  recognizes  and  reaffirms  the  obliga- 
tions and  binding  efflcacv  of  the  treaty  of 
Hopewell,  without  the  slightest  complaint  with 
regard  to  any  breach  of  the  treaty,  or  of  any 
de[>redation8  on  the  part  of  the  Indians :  in 
which,  also,  they  threaten  heavy  penalties 
agunst  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
who  should  dare  to  infringe  any  of  the  articles 
of  that  treaty.  It  is  evident,  from  the  language 
of  this  proclamation,  that  Congress  re^rded 
the  Cherokees  in  a  state  oi  amity  at  that  time ; 
and,  from  what  we  have  stated  already,  it  is 
equally  evident  that  our  citizens  who  resided 
on  the  borders  of  that  tribe  so  regarded  our 
relations  at  the  same  period.  These  oonndera- 
Uons  seem  to  me  to  exclude  the  idea  of  ths 
existence  of  a  stats  of  war  at  the  date  of  the 
loss  sustained  by  the  petitioners.  The  several 
reports  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on 
this  subject,  in  summing  up  the  testimony  on 
this  point,  fully  concur  in  the  same  opinion. 
"  This  is  an  application,"  says  the  able  chidrman 
of  this  committee,  "  to  be  paid  the  value  of 
property  taken  with  force  by  the  Cherokee 
Indians  prior  to  the  enactment  of  laws  regulat- 
ing trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Ladiaa 
tribes,  and  in  time  of  peace  between  the  Chero- 
kees and  the  United  States."  Then,  the  act  of 
whiclT  we  complain  has  not  been  regarded  by 
the  committee,  and  I  think  cannot  be  looked 
upon  as  creating  a  state  of  partial  war,  or,  as 
some  of  the  ^entiemen  have  styled  it,  a  state 
of  fftMZM  war,  so  as  to  exclude  this  claim  from 
a  &vorable  consideration  by  Congress,  under 
the  established  policy  of  the  Government 

If  this  position  were  correct,  you  cannot 
conceive  of  any  possible  case  in  which  those 
who  had  sustained  an  iqjui^  in  time  of  peace 
by  Indian  treachery  and  violence  could  obtain 
redress  for  the  loss  and  outrage ;  for  the  obvioaa 
answer  would  be  ever  ready,  that  the  Govern- 
ment does  not  indemnify  her  citizens  against 
the  depredations  of  an  enemy  committed  in 
time  or  war.  The  act  of  hostility  complained 
of  creates  a  state  of  Lidian  war,  because  Indians 
never  make  formal  declarations  of  war,  like 
dvilized  nations ;  therefore,  the  indemnity  in 
this  particular  case  cannot  be  allowed.^  Hub 
position  cannot  be  sustained  in  any  point  of 
view.  Nor  is  it  conceived  that  the  risk  and 
hazard  which  Brown  encountered  by  descend- 
ing the  river  through  the  Cherokee  counti-y  is 
such  a  departure  from  a  coarse  of  doe  propriety, 
and  from  the  obvious  sense  of  the  existing 
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treaty  regnlations,  as  to  exclude  these  olumants 
from  relief.  His  object — ^the  settlement  of  the 
newly  acquired  territory — ^was  lawful,  and  even 
commendable.  Be  had  obtained  a  permit  from 
the  nation  to  pass  through  their  gromnds,  and 
the  proof  is,  that  his  conduct  towards  the 
Indians  was  unexceptionable  in  all  things. 
This  is  altogether  muike  the  case  of  a  trader, 
whose  object  is  to  gain  by  trafBc.  He  sorely, 
then,  bad  not,  by  his  own  conduct,  put  his  per- 
son and  his  property  withont  the  pale  of  the 
protection  of  his  Government.  It  will  be  seen, 
Dy  inspecting  the  several  treaties  with  the 
Oherokees,  that  no  provisions  were  made  in 
any  of  them  to  satisfy  such  claims  as  the  pres- 
ent. Bat  in  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Tellico,  or,  as  it  is  more  familiarly  called,  the 
treaty  of  1798,  the  usual  remedy  between  the 
Indians  and  border  settlers,  which  is  that  of 
reprisal,  was  expressly  taken  away,  leaving 
the  party  injured  without  any  summary  re- 
dress, and,  iadeed,  without  any  redress  at  all, 
unless  this  Government  shall  interpose  its  pro- 
tection. It  b  provided  in  the  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1798  just  quoted,  that  "  all  animosi- 
ties, aggressions,  thefts,  and  plunderings,"  prior 
to  the  date  of  the  first  conferences  in  that 
year,  "  shall  cease,  and  be  no  longer  remembered 
or  demanded  on  either  side."— (Laws  of  the 
United  States,  vol.  1,  p.  884.)  By  this  treaty 
stipulfltion,  even  the  privilege  to  demand  their 
rignts  of  the  Cherokees  was  expressly  taken 
away  from  our  citizens.  And,  much  more,  the 
•ordinary  remedy,  so  much  practised  on  the 
'Western  frontier,  of  reprisal.  It  does  seem  to 
me  most  clear  that  the  Government,  by  this 
act,  became  liable,  in  good  faith,  to  satisfy  fdl 
bonajide  claims  of  private  citizens  against  the 
Cherokees,  that  existed  prior  to  the  treaty  of 
1798,  on  account  of  "  aggressions,  theft^  and 
plunderings,  of  that  nation." 

But  it  is  argued,  that  if  this  claim  ehoold  be 
allowed,  a  new  policy  will  be  established  and 
introduced  into  our  legislation,  which  will  prove 
in  the  end  onerous  to  the  Government.  This 
position  is  so  far  from  being  correct,  that,  if 
this  daim  be  rejected,  it  will  chan^  the  whole 
policy  of  this  Government  with  regard  to  such 
dums,  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years.  I  do 
not  pretend,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  have  that  profound 
information  as  to  our  Indian  relations,  or  as  to 
precedent  generally,  as  many  honorable  gentle- 
men who  have  addressed  the  House  on  this 
subject.  I  have  neither  had  the  experience  nor 
the  means  necessary  to  such  attainments.  But, 
in  examining  the  past  course  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  on  this  subject,  I  find  the  aggregate  sum 
of  twenty-one  thousand  and  eighty-six  dollars- 
appropriated,  by  act  of  Congress  "approved 
26th  March,  1880,"  as  full  compensation  to 
certdn  individuals  named  in  said  act,  for  horses 
stolen  and  property  destroyed  and  taken  by 
the  Osage  Indians,  in  the  years.  1819,  1817, 
1828.— (Vol.  8,  Laws  of  U.  8.  294.)  And 
again,  in  the  year  1882,  I  find  the  sum  of  nine 
thousand  soven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  appro- 


priated by  act  of  Ciyigress  of  that  year,  to  be 
paid  to  the  legal  representadves  of  Jolm  aod 
James  Pettigrew,  for  depredations  oomoiitted 
on  the  private  property  of  the  Pettigrews, 
while  navigating  the  Tennessee  River  Iq  1794, 
with  interest  upon  that  sum  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  date  of  tb« 
loss  sustuned,  until  the  same  should  be  paid— 
[Here  Mr.  6biku>s  asked  the  favor  of  the  Gerk 
to  read  the  report  of  the  committee  in  the  case 
of  the  Pettigrews,  which  he  did] — and  -vrbich 
Mr.  S,  said  was  similar,  in  all  its  material  cir- 
cumstances, to  the  clum  now  under  considera- 
tion. The  loss  was  sustained  by  private  indi- 
viduals, while  descending  the  Tennessee  Krer, 
in  the  Cherokee  territory,  by  the  act  of  that 
tribe  of  Indians,  while  in  a  state  of  peace. 
Mr.  S.  said,  I  might  cite  many  other  cases  in 
point,  from  Missouri  and  elsewhere,  which  I 
have  before  me,  but  I  will  not  consnme  the 
time  of  the  House  by  reciting  them.  I  shall 
desist,  after  again  directing  the  attention  ci 
honorable  members  to  the  case  of  the  heirs  of 
James  Brown,  of  which  this  claim  ia  a  conntw- 
part,  a  duplicate,  which  in  fact  is  identical  with 
it  in  all  its  circumstances.  [He  here  aent  the 
report  of  "the  committee  in  Brown's  case  to  the 
Clerk,  a  part  of  which  was  then  read.]  I  am 
satisfied,  after  this  explanation,  that  it  mwt  be 
apparent  to  all,  that  whatever  may  be  done 
hereafter,  Congress  bas  repeatedly  heretofore 
granted  relief  m  many  cases  precisely  similar 
to  the  one  made  out  in  this  application ;  sad, 
indeed,  that  it  has  been  the  policy  of  tho_  Gov- 
ernment, for  a  number  of  years  past,  withont 
exception,  up  to  this  time,  to  do  so.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  see  why  this  daim  of  the  widow 
and  orphans  of  William  Anderson  should  be 
made  an  exception  to  a  rule  so  well  established. 
But  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  prospective 
daims  from  Florida  may  have  an  undue  weight 
upon  the  minds  of  some,  in  deciding  upon  this 
claim.  Still  I  hope  they  will  not ;  it  will  be 
time  enon^  to  consider  the  justice  of  those 
claims  when  they  shall  have  been  presented. 
I^  however,  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
heretofore  pursued  with  regard  to  the  Cherokee 
depredations  committed  prior  to  the  treaty  of 
1798,  diould  appear  to  be  obviously  uiynat,  I 
grant  it  should  be  abandoned.  But  I  cannot 
see  how  any  one  can  come  to  this  condusioo, 
so  as  to  make  this  small  claim,  which  is  perhaps 
the  last  of  that  dass,  an  exception  to  a  rme 
which  has  so  long  prevailed. 

Mr.  EvBHBTT,  m  reply  to  the  aigoments  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  (of  Mr.  Bkll,  Mr.  Ashui, 
and  Mr.  Sbiblds,)  said  that,  since  the  debate 
of  yesterday,  he  had  examined  this  case,  and 
was  satisfied  there  was  no  foundation  in  princi- 
ple for  the  daim.  He  was  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Honse 
to  an  argument  dry  and  uninteresting  in  itself 
more  espedally  in  oppo«tion  to  a  daim  of  so 
trifling  an  amount.  In  addition  to  this,  he  waa 
a^ng  tfatB  House  to  reverse  its  own  dedsion  in 
a  case  identical  with  this,  (the  bill  for  the  relief 
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ot  Joseph  Brown,  paased  in  1884.)  It  was 
reported  in  1882,  and  sanctioned  by  a  second 
r^rt  in  1884.  The  report  in  the  present  case, 
made  at  the  last  session,  refers  to  that  case,  and 
reBes  on  it  as  a  precedent.  He  did  not  recollect 
whether  the  case  of  Brown  underwent  a  dis- 
cnasion.  It  was  reported  and  passed  while  he 
was  engaged  elsewhere  on  another  committee, 
and  was'  now  for  the  first  time  brought  to  his 
notice;  and  the  importance  of  the  principles 
SBBDmed  was  his  apologjr  for  addressing  the 
Honse,  and  constituted  his  only  claim  to  their 
attention. 

If  the  aggression  complained  of  was  an  act 

of  war,  the  principle  assumed  would  extend  to 

all  agp^ssions  of  the  enemy  in  time  of  war. 

This  principle  has  not  been  adopted  bj  any 

GoTemment.    The  decisions  of  Congress  have 

b««n  uniform,  on  daims  for  snch  aggressions 

during  the  reTolntionary  and  late  wars.     If 

a  di^inotion   is    taken    in    faror  of   Indian 

sggreedons,  the  principle  wiU  extend  to  those 

ofthe  West  down  to  the  treaty  of  Greenyille, 

(1796,)  to  those  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and 

to  those  committed  and  committing  by  the 

Creeks  and  Seminolee.    At  the  time  of  this 

tggresmon  (1786)  there  was  but  little  ground 

for  a  distinction  between  Indian  and  foreign 

wars.     The  Indians  were  then  regarded  as 

foreign  and  independent  n^ons;   they  were 

not  surrounded  by  onr  settlements  nor  under 

onr  control.    He  it'onld  refer  the  House  to  the 

report  of  the  Cknnmittee  on  Indian  Affairs,  in 

1C»4^  on  the  case  of  Alfred  Stewart.    If  the 

aggressioD  was  to  be  taken  as  committed  in 

time  of  peace,  the  principle  assumed  would 

extend  to  arapessions  in  all  time  before  reoog- 

maed  war.    It  would  be  an  authority  for  the 

allowance  of  the  claims  for  the  Frendi  spolia- 

tioas  prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  E.  8<ud  he  shonld  meet  the  olidm  on  its 
strongest  ground ;  that,  for  the  purpose  of  the 
argument,  he  would  give  the  dami  the  benefit 
of  the  admission  of  a  fact  left  doubtftil  in  the 
Tifott — that  the  aggression  was  committed  in 
time  of  peace,  and  was  not  in  itself  an  act  of 
war.  I  will  here  remark  (continued  Mr.  £.) 
that  the  claim  is  for  an  aggression  committed 
not  on  the  person  but  on  uie  property  of  the 
claimant,  and  that  the  claim  derives  no  aid 
from  the  hostile  character  of  the  aggression. 

The  case,  then,  is  simply  this :  The  oledmsnt, 
in  1788,  with  the  assent  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
was  passing  down  the  Tennessee  Biver,  within 
the  Cherokee  coimtry,  with  his  property,  not 
for  tiie  purpose  of  trade,  but  with  the  sole 
view  of  passing  through  the  country,  to  m^e 
•  setttonent  below  it^  when  his  property  was 
foreibly  taken  from  him  by  the  Cherokees; 
md  for  the  property  so  taken  he  daims  oom- 
posation.  On  what  prindple?  Upon  the 
Mmned  principle  that  the  Government  were 
tioand  to  protect  its  dtizens  ag«nst  Indian 
depredations,  committed  even  in  the  Cherokee 
eoontry ;  that  it  is  bound  to  seek  redress  for 
fBchdepreda&His;  that  it  having  made  a  treaty 


witbont  secnring  snch  redress,  or  having  by 
treaty  released  the  claim,  they  are  bound  to 
indemnify  the  snfferers.  To  lay  a  foundation 
even  for  the  assumption  of  these  prindples,  it 
shonld  i^>pear  that  some  right,  sectired  to  the 
claimant  by  treaty,  had  been  violated,  and  that 
the  Government  had  in  fiact  rdeased  a  subsisting 
claim  for  indemnity.  I  shall  endeavor  to  show 
that  the  aggression  was  not  in  violation  of  any 
right  secured  to  the  claimant  by  treaty ;  that 
no  subsisting  claim  has  been  released ;  and  that 
the  Ctovemment  are  not  bofind,  by  any  adopted 
prindple  of  rij^t  or  policy,  to  indemnify  the 
claimant 

The  treaty  of  Hopewell,  of  1786,  was  the 
first  treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  and  established 
onr  first  relation  of  peace  with  that  tribe.  By 
the  9th  article  of  this  treaty  we  secured  the 
right  to  regulate  the  Indian  trade ;  and  the  10th 
article  provides  that,  "until  the  pleasure  of 
Congress  be  known  reepectins  the  9th  artide, 
all  traders,  citizens  of  tne  Umted  States,  shall 
have  liber^  to  go  to  any  of  the  tribes  or  towns 
of  the  Cherokees.  to  trade  with  them,  and  shall 
be  protected  in  their  persons  and  property,  and 
kindly  treated."  The  6th  artide  provides  that 
if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  other 
person,  not  being  an  Indian,  shall  attempt  to 
settle  on  their  hunting  gronnds,  &o.,  such  person 
shall  forfeit  the  protection  of  the  United  States. 
No  richts  were  secured  to  citizens  to  go  into 
the  Cherokee  country  for  any  purpose  except 
that  of  trading  with  the  Cherokees ;  protection 
was  secured  by  the  treaty  to  the  property  of 
traders  only.  The  right  of  navigating  the 
Tennessee  River  was  not  secured  by  this  treaty, ' 
as  was  supposed  by  the  gentieman  from  Ten- 
nessee, Oil.  Bnx,)  but  by  the  treaty  of  1791. 
The  claimant  was  not  a  trader;  he  was  not 
passing  through  the  Cherokee  country  for  that 
purpose.  At  that  day  the  Indian  tnbes  were 
treated  with  as  foreign  nations ;  and  it  is  some- 
what singular  that  in  this  treaty  there  is  a  provi- 
sion relating  to  retidiation  or  reprisals,  in  case  of 
a  violation  of  the  treaty :  "  that  retaliation  shall 
not  be  practised  on  either  side,  except  where 
there  is  a  manifest  violation  of  this  ti'eaty,  and 
then  it  shall  be  preceded  first  by  a  demand  of 
justice,  and,  if  refiued,  then  by  a  dedaration 
of  hostilities." 

Persons  going  into  the  Cherokee  country  had 
no  other  security  than  the  treaty.  In  every 
other  respect  they  submitted  themselves  to  such 
usage  as  might  befall  them,  without  having  any 
daim  to  ow  ou  the  Government  to  seek  redress 
for  any  iiy  nry  either  to  their  persons  or  property, 
llie  Cherokees  may  have  violated  their  faith 
pledged  to  Anderson,  but  not  the  treaty.  It  is 
not  mtended  to  say  that  for  any  outrage  the 
GK)vemment  might  not,  if  it  chose,  demand 
satisfooUon;  but  that  an  individual  has  no 
right  to  demand  this  of  Government,  except 
for  the  violation  of  a  light  secured  by  treaty. 
It  may  here  be  proper  to  refer  to  the  case  of 
Pettigrew  and  Scott — (Report  of  March  22, 
1882.)    The  report  in  that  case  is  based  on 
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two  facts,  which  are  wanting  in  this  case :  that 
the  agcresrion  was  committed  in  1794,  when 
descenoung  the  Tennessee  River,  in  violation 
of  a  right  secured  by  the  treaty  of  1791 ;  and 
that  the  treaty  of  1798  ceded  lands  in  satis- 
faction of  that  aggression.  They  appear  to 
have  inferred  the  last  fact  rather  firom  evidence 
of  what  occurred  pending  the  trea^than  from 
the  treaty  itself. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  aggression 
was  in  1788.  The  next  material  fact  is  that 
war  immediately  succeeded,  and  continued  until 
1791.  Whatever  claims  the  Government  might 
have  had  against  the  Oherokees,  even  for  viola- 
tions of  the  treaty,  were  merged  in  the  war. 
It  iS'  the  remedy  sought  by  the  parties  for  the 
redress  of  all  ii^jaries.  Admit,  then,  for  the 
sake  of  the  argument,  that  a  right  of  the  claim- 
ant, secured  by  treaty,  had  been  violated,  and 
that  the  Qovemment  were  bound  to  seek  re- 
dress, the  act  of  war  was  the  measure  by  which 
redress  was  sought — the  highest  act  to  which  a 
nation  can  resort.  And  whether  they  in  fact 
obtain  redress  must  depend  on  the  fate  of  war. 
But  no  Government  guarantees  the  result.  Its 
dntr  is,  by  all  reasonable  means  consistent 
with  the  best  interest  of  the  community,  to 
seek  redress.  It  is  not,  however,  bound  to  con- 
tinue a  war  until  redress  is  obtained.  The 
higher  interest  of  the  country  must  control ; 
and  if  this  requires  that  a  peace  should  be 
made  without  obtaining  redress,  the  loss  must 
be  sabmitted  to.  The  Government  is  bound 
only  to  use  its  best  efforts ;  these  failing,  the 
citizen  must  submit  to  the  fate  of  war.  If, 
however,  a  satisfaction  be  obtained,  in  part  or 
in  whole,  tlie  Government  is  bound  to  distribute 
it  among  the  claimants.  The  claimants  for  the 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800  base  their 
claims  on  the  allegation  that  their  rights  se- 
cured by  treaty  were  violated ;  and  that  the 
Government,  by  treaty,  have  released  those 
claima  in  consideration  of  an  equivalent.  The 
issue  u  made  on  the  equivalent;  but  if  the 
principle  now  assnmed  be  admitted,  this  issue 
Moomes  immsteriaL  They  will  be  entitled  to 
relief,  though  an  equivalent  was  not  obtained, 
becaaee  it  was  not  obttuned. 

By  the  treaty  of  Holston,  of  1791,  an  end 
was  put  to  the  war,  without  any  atipulation  for 
Batis&otion  for  prior  aggressions  on  property. 
It  provides  for  the  mutneJ  restoration  of  prison- 
ers only.  This  applied  to  no  spedes  of  prop- 
erty. The  treaty  of  1786  provided  not  only  for 
the  restoration  of  prisoners,  but  contained  the 
fhrther  provision :  "  They  uiall  also  restore  all 
the  negroes  and  other  property  taken  during 
the  late  war."  The  treaty  of  1701  was  simply 
a  treaty  of  peace,  not  of  indemnity.  "  There 
shall  be  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  be- 
tween," &C.  "  All  animodties  for  past  griev- 
anoes  shall  henceforth  cease."  The  effect  of 
the  act  of  peace  itself  was  to  bury  all  past 
animosities.  It  foreclosed  all  claim  on  the  part 
of  tiie  Government  or  its  citizens  for  past  inju- 
ries; all  rif^ceaaed,  and  no  sabflti^neDt  treaty 


coold  affect  them,  unless  they  were  ezpreaaly 
recognized  or  assumed. 


Satubdat,  January  7. 

The  honorable  Mr.  Gholson,  member  fhna 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  t^peared,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat 

DeteendatU*  tfjamet  Btvmi. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Sbbum^ 
EvdBETT,  and  Ward,  when 

Mr.  EowEu,  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed ;  which  were 
ordered  and  were — ^yeas  62,  nays  96.  So  the 
bill  was  rejected. 


MossAT,  January  9. 
Foreign  Author*. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  was  desirous  to  make  tho 
general  inquiry,  whether  any  member  of  die 
Hoose  was  charged  with  a  petition  from  the 
authors  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Oongress  of  the 
United  States.  If  any  gentleman  was  charged 
with  such  a  petition,  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  nothing 
further  to  state;  he  did  not  know  but  that 
the  chairman  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  (Mr.  Oambiwt.kno)  had  sadi  a  petition 
in  his  hands. 

Mr.  A.  explained  that  his  reason  for  malrfiiy 
the  inquiry  was,  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  a  respectable  person  in  England,  Warn 
Harriet  Martinean,  enclosing  a  printed  addresa 
or  petition  from  cert^  authors  of  Great  Brit- 
ain to  the  Oongress  of  the  TJiuted  States ;  and 
although  the  request  was  very  distinct  that  he 
would  favor  the  object  of  the  petition,  yet  no 
positive  request  was  made  that  he  would  preaent 
it  As  the  petition  was  merely  a  printed  P^w*; 
without  any  signature,  he  did  not  feel  himself 
at  liberty  to  present  it,  if^  as  he  presumed,  there 
was  in  the  possesion  of  any  other  memlier  of 
the  House,  who  would  present  it,  a  pe^tea 
regularly  signed. 

Mr.  OAMBBKLENa  Said  he  had  no  such  paper 
in  his  possesssion. 

Ana  as  it  did  not  appear  that  any  other 
member  was  charged  with  the  presentation  of 
the  same,  Mr.  Ada3cb  said  he  would  watt 
another  week  or  two ;  and  if  a  formal  petition 
iliould  not  be  presented  by  that  time,  he  would 
present  the  one  which  bad  been  forwarded  to 


Weobksdat,  Jaanary  11. 

Surplus  Seemue. 

Mr.  Oaiibbbuno,  from  the  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report,  aooompaaied 
by  a  bill,  on  the  subject  of  the  surplus  revome. 
The  titie  of  the  latter  was  "abill  to  reduce  the 
revenue  of  the  United  States  to  the  wants  of 
the  Govenunent." 
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Suiplm 


[H.  OF  B. 


Mr.  Owens  remarked  that  as  this  was  a  very 
import<uit  report,  as  well  as  the  accompaavLDg 
bill,  he  would  move  that  both  be  read ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  and  report  were  then  read  by  the 
Glerk.    The  bill  is  as  follows : 

"  A  bin  to  reduce  the  revenae  of  the  TTnited  States 
to  the  wants  of  the  OoTemment 

"Se  it  enaeted,  ie.,  That  from  and  after  the  80th 
day  of  September  next,  in  all  cases  where  duties  are 
fanpoaed  on  foreign  imposts  by  the  set  of  the  Hth 
of  July,  1882,  entitled  '  An  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  sereral  acts  imposing  duties  on  imposts,'  or  by 
any  oAer  act,  shall  exceed  twenty  per  centum  on 
the  value  thereof,  one-third  part  of  such  excess  shall 
be  deducted;  from  and  after  the  Slst  of  March, 
1888,  one-balf  of  the  residue  <^  such  excess  shall  be 
deducted ;  and  on  the  80th  of  September,  1838,  the 
oUter  half  shall  be  deducted,  any  thing  in  the  act 
of  2d  of  March,  1833,  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. 

*'  Sac.  2.  And  be  it  fitrthtr  enacted.  That  from 
and  after  the  80th  of  September  next,  the  duties  on 
salt  and  coal  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
pealed." 

The  bill  having  been  twice  read,  and  the 
reading  of  the  report  being  concladed — 

JLt.  Caxbbzlbns  moved  that  the  bill  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  that  the  bill  and  report 
be  printed. 

3£r.  LA.WSBNOB  sdd,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  one  of  the 
minority  of  that  committee  upon  this  subject, 
he  hoped  he  might  be  permitted,  in  the  oatset, 
to  express  his  entire  dissent  from  the  principles 
bid  w>wn  both  in  the  bill  and  in  the  report 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  this  is  a  measure  of  great 
importnnce— no  less  than  a  bill  to  reduce  the 
rerennes  of  this  country,  which  were  proposed 
by  the  law  of  1832  not  to  be  reduced  till  1842 ; 
that  is,  in  five  years  and  a  half  fh>m  this  time. 
It  was,  he  repeated,  a  bill  to  bring  down  the 
revenaes  of  the  country,  in  the  short  period  of 
ei^teen  months,  as  much  as  was  proposed  by 
the  law  of  1882  in  five  years  and  a  half.  He 
wished,  therefore,  the  members  of  the  House  to 
reflect  for  a  moment  upon  the  principles  con- 
tained in  that  report,  and  those  oontidned  in 
the  bilL  He  put  the  question  to  the  members 
of  that  House,  whether  there  was  any  serious, 
any  abiding  feeling  there  that  that  bill  was  to 
heocnne  tiie  law  of  the  land.  This  question 
should  be  answered ;  for  the  bUl  was  of  so  much 
hnportanoe  that  it  was  a  necessary  duty  that 
House  owed  to  the  country  that  it  should  be 
advised  that  such  legislation  was  contemplated 
upon  the  great  interests  of  the  country. 

What  was  to  be  the  effect,  merely,  of  simply 
reporting  this  hill  now!  It  was  to  create  a 
puiifi  fK>m  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
What  was  its  present  state,  from  Maine  to 
Qeorgia  ?  What  was  the  state  of  our  finances  ? 
How  did  they  stand  with  reference  to  pecuniary 
&dlitiea?  Why,  that  in  all  the  groat  com- 
mercial cities  of  the  East,  (and  he  understood 


it  to  be  worse  and  higher  in  the  new  States,) 
money  was  from  fifteen  to  twenty  or  thirty  per 
cent,  per  annum.  Sir,  sud  he,  there  is  already 
a  pamo,  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  condition 
in  whicii  the  finances  of  the  country  had  been 
placed,  and  the  effect  of  the  proposition  then 
before  ih«  House  was  to  increase  that  panic ;  - 
and  how  ?  You  come  down  here,  and  propose 
a  reduction  upon  all  articles  of  import  of  ten 
per  cent,  in  six  months,  ten  per  cent,  more  in 
six  months  thereafter,  and  ten  per  cent,  more 
in  the  ensuing  six  months. 

Mr.  Maitn,  of  New  York,  r»sed  the  point  <rf 
order,  whether  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  open 
to  debate  at  this  incipient  stage. 

Mr.  LiwBXKOB  would  go  through  in  one 
moment 

[Cries  of  "  Go  on  I  ""  go  on  1 "  from  several 
parts  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  Mask  remarked  that  the  debate  was  en- 
tirdy  irregular ;  but  if  the  House  were  disposed 
that  it  should  go  on,  it  could,  of  course,  ao 
order. 

Mr.  Lawbsnob  said  he  intended  to  condude 
his  remarks  by  moving  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table.  He  proceeded.  He  wished  to  appeal  to 
a  few  gentlemen  of  that  House  on  the  subject 
He  appealed,  then,  to  the  Representatives  from 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  this  bill  be  a  party  meas- 
ure ;  he  hoped  it  was  not ;  but  he  appealed  to 
the  members  from  that  State,  and  asked  them 
if  they  were  ready  to  sanction  and  adopt  the 
doctrines  of  that  bill  and  report  He  appealed 
next  to  the  members  from  the  State  of  New 
York.  He  had  been  told  that  that  State  was 
in  fevor  of  the  system,  but  he  did  not  believe 
it.  He  knew  there  were  many  gentlemen  from 
that  State  on  that  floor  in  favor  of  this  system ; 
but  a  majority  of  her  people,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  so  far  as  he  knew  them,  never 
would  sustain  the  doctrines  set  forth  in  that 
report 

[Mr.  Mass  exclaimed,  he  knows  ve^  little, 
then,  about  the  sentiments  of  that  people  1] 

Mr.  L.  also  qtpealed  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
to  all  the  neat  and  growing  States  of  the  West, 
if  they  bM  no  interest  in  this  question.  Was 
there  a  gentleman  upon  this  floor,  truly  repre- 
senting his  constituents,  who  would  get  up  in 
his  place,  and  say  he  was  willing  to  place. the 
whole  industry  of  bis  country  upon  the  same 
foundation  as  that  of  foreign  nations!  He 
could  anticipate  their  answer.  It  would  be  in 
the  negative.  He  appealed  next  to  New  Eng- 
land, to  the  whole  of  New  England ;  he  would 
appeal  to  the  State  of  Oonneoticnt,  whose  dele- 
gation composed  a  portion  of  the  administration 
party  in  that  House,  if  they  would  dare  go 
home  to  their  constitaents  with  this  report  in 
their  hands,  and  say  to  them,  "  this  is  our  doc- 
trine ;  we  win  stand  or  fall  by  it" 

Sir,  they  would  not  be  sustained  for  on  hour 
if  they  did  so.    When  he  appealed  to  New  Eng- 
land, he  was  aware  there  was  a  diversity  of    * 
opinion  upon  this  snbjeot;  but  he  was  oonfi- 
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dent  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  on  one 
point;  and  that  was,  that  this  extraordinary 
reduction,  brought  forward  at  this  time,  and 
nnder  the  circumstances,  -was  without  the 
shadow  of  a  plea  for  it. 

What  had  they  been  told  by  the  Secretary 
■  of  the  Treasury  ?  What  did  tiie  departments 
say?  Did  not  they  tell  them  that,  in  their 
opinion,  the  revenue  would  fall  short  during 
the  present  year  f  Did  not  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  after  making  his  estimates,  (and 
who  knew  better  ?)  state  that  the  revenue,  after 
the  appropriation  made  on  the  81st  of  Decem- 
ber next,  would  be  short  at  least  three  millions 
of  dollars  ?  And  what  did  they  know  about 
the  revenue  of  1888?  Who  could  say  what 
would  be  derived  from  the  customs  or  from  the 
public  lands  f  Who  could  tell  what  contingen- 
cies might  arise  in  that  interval  ? 

Again  he  denounced  the  bill  as  a  monstrous 
measure,  fraught  with  the  most  dangerous  con- 
sequences, and  whose  effect  would  he  to  weak- 
en, if  not  break  down,  the  bonds  of  confidence 
and  credit  which  ought  mutually  to  subsist 
between  men  and  communities.  He  again  and 
again  reiterated  his  appeal  to  gentlemen  of  the 
administration  party  from  Pennsylvania,  Con- 
necticut, and  New  Hampshire,  &c.,  to  come  out 
and  avow  if  thoy  were  m  favor  of  this  bill,  or 
that  they  believed  it  to  be  for  the  interest  of 
the  country.  Mr.  L.  then  went  on  to  show 
that  the  principles  of  free  trade  ought  not  to  be 
attempted  in  this  country  until  a  corresponding 
feeling  bad  been  exhibited  by  Great  Britain  and 
the  continent  of  Europe ;  for  they  taxed  for- 
eign articles  most  heavily,  particularly  tobacco, 
bacon  and  hams,  coals,  &c.  He  was  referring 
to  the  British  tariff  on  imported  articles,  when 

The  Chaib  interposed,  and  said  the  whole 
merits  of  the  bill  were  not  open  at  that  stage. 

Mr.  Lawbencb  wished  to  speak  of  the  effects 
of  sending  this  bill  out  to  the  people,  and,  after 
doing  so,  should  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  Ohaib  had  merely  apprised  the  gentle- 
man that  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  not  open 
on  a  motion  to  print  and  refer  it. 

Mr.  Lawbencb  inquired  if  a  motion  to  r^ect 
it  would  bo  in  order. 

The  Ohaib  replied,  not  in  that  stage. 

Mr.  IsoKBSoLL.  Would  it  be  in  order  to  move 
its  indefinite  postponement } 

The  Chaib.  That  motion  would  be  in  order ; 
but  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  would  take 
precedence. 

Mr.  Iboebboix.  Would  that  motion  'open 
the  discussion  ? 

The  Ohaib  replied,  that  a  motion  to  po8tp<me 
indefinitely  opened  tne  whole  merits  of  a  prop- 
osilJon. 

Mr.  Lawrkhok  then  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill. 

[A  most  animated  discussion  then  took  place  on 
the  whole  merits  of  the  bill,  involTisg  the  three- 
«  fold  qneations  of  protection  to  manufiictnrei,  sur- 
pluses to  divide,  and  limiting  the  revenue  to  the 


neeeesary  sopport  of  the  Government.  The  gentle- 
men who  engaged  in  this  discussion,  were :  Messrs. 
Lawrence,  Cambrelcng,  Uann  of  New  York,  Liger- 
soll,  Yanderpoel,  McKay,  Mercer,  Reed,  Craig, 
Adams,  Bell,  Thomas,  Vinton,  Owens,  Toocey,  Suth- 
erland, Corwin,  Galbraitb,  HuUenbeig,  Calhoon,  and 
Fatten.  A  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  talde  wis 
then  made  and  decided  as  follows :] 

TxAS. — Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  AUen,  An- 
thony, Ashley,  Bailey,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Black,  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Cal- 
houn, O.  Chambera,  J.  Chambers,  Cbetwood,  Cbil^ 
Clark,  Crane,  Cashing,  Daiiington,  Denny,  Evans, 
Everett,  Fowler,  French,  Oilbraith,  R.  Garland, 
Granger,  Grennell,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Harian,  Harper, 
S.  S.  Harrison,  Haseltine,  Henderson,  Heister,  Hoar, 
Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  hgersoU,  Ingbam,  Jones, 
Jenifer,  R  M.  Johnson,  Henry  JohnscHi,  Kilgore, 
Landng,  laporte,  Lawrence,  T.  Lee,  IJncoln,  J. 
Mann,  Samson  Mason,  Uaory,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Milligan,  Morrb,  Muhlenberg,  Parker,  D.  J. 
Pearee,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phelps, 
PhilUps,  Pickens,  Potts,  Beed,  Russell,  Sdienek,  W. 
B.  Shepard,  Slade,  Spangler,  Spragne,  Steele,  Storer, 
Sutherland,  Toucey,  Turner,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward- 
well,  Washington,  R  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey, 
Young — 98. 

Kats. — Messrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Boon,  Boolffin, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bums,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chqnnan, 
Chapin,  N.  H.  CImbome,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleve- 
land, Ckdes,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cusbman,  Davis, 
Dawson,  Debenry,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  DnnUn, 
Eftier,  Ehnore,  Fairfield,  Forester,  Fry,  Fuller,  J. 
Gadand,  Gholson,  Oillet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grant- 
land,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamo-,  Han- 
negui,  A.  0.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hola^, 
Hdt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Huntington,  Huntsman, 
Jarris,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Eliogen- 
smith.  Lane,  Lawler,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Love,  Loyall,  Lyon,  A  Mann,  Martin,  W. 
Meson,  M.  Mason,  McComaa,  McKay,  McKeon,  Mo- 
Kim,  McLene,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Owens, 
Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  F.  Pierce,  Peyton, 
Pindiney,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joeroh  Rey- 
nolds, Richardson,  Robertson,  Rogers,  A  H.  8hep- 
perd.  Shields,  Shinn,  Smith,  Standefer,  TaUaferro, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Waddy  llompaon,  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  L.  Williams, 
Wise,  YeU— 117. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  bill  should 
not  be  hid  on  the  table. 


TcBSDAT,  January  17. 

Exeeutite  AdminUtratum — Mr.  WiteU 
Setohttion. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr. 

WiSB. 

Mr.  MoEbon  said  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion must  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  House 
the  fact  that  a  large  portion  of  its  time  had 
been  expended  upon  the  discussion  of  the  vari- 
ous topics  which  had  been  introduced  into  th« 
debate.    He  was  deeply  impressed  with  the 
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necessity  of  oonfimng  any  remarks  he  might 
offer  within  a  narrow  compass.  He  assored 
the  House  that  nothing  would  have  indnoed 
him  to  prolong  a  debate  already  too  much  ex- 
tended, except  that  justice  to  those  with  whom 
he  acted,  and  to  himself,  required  him  to  notice 
some  of  the  observations  made  in  the  coarse  of 
the  debate. 

Whan  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virigima  (Mr.  Wise)  was  introduced,  I  viewed 
it,  said  Mr.  MoK.,  as  a  measure  novel  in  its 
character,  and  one  calculated  to  establish  a 
precedent  which  might  hereafter  be  perverted. 
In  the  phraseology  of  the  resolution,  I  saw  a 
power  of  unlimited  extent  intrusted  to  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House.  I  am  not  of  that  school 
which  insists  upon  a  search  warrant  to  authorize 
yon  to  examine  your  public  offices ;  but  I  can- 
not bnt  believe  that,  if  yon  intend  to  examine  any 
matter  beyond  the  manner  in  which  your  pub- 
lic agents  discharge  the  duties  of  their  appoint- 
ment, yon  will  require  something  more  tnan  a 
reaolntion  of  this  House.  What  does  the  origi- 
nal resolution  propose  ?  To  examine  into  the 
official  and  unofficial  conduct  of  those  -who  are 
directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  the  pabUo 
departments.  This  is  the  task  which  is  to  be 
allotted  to  a  committee  of  this  House.  This  is 
the  inqaisitorial  tribunal  yon  propose  to  create. 
If  wo  appoint  the  committee,  how  can  it  pro- 
ceed in  the  discharge  of  its  duty  ?  The  power 
of  this  House  can  go  no  further  than  to  examine 
into  the  official  conduct  of  those  who  are  in 
office,  who  receive  their  compensation  at  your 
hands,  and  who  are  liable  to  censure  and  re- 
moval for  any  breach  of  duty.  In  every  point 
connected  with  your  public  offices,  in  every 
m^ter  of  an  official  character,  you  have  the 
right  and  the  power  to  exact  a  rigid,  strict  ex- 
amination ;  but  when  yon  will  attempt  to  in- 
quire into  the  unofficial  conduct  of  a  public 
wScer,  or  to  make  the  wide-spread  investigation 
proposed  by  the  resolution,  tix6  success  of  your 
investigation  will  depend  more  upon  the  dis- 
position of  those  who  may  be  called  before  the 
committee  than  on  any  power  o!  this  House  to 
compel  them  to  satisfy  your  inquiries.  Yon 
will  search  in  vain  for  a  precedent  for  this 
movement  in  parliamentary  history ;  bnt  yon 
may  find  <Hie  elsewhere.  There  can  be  found 
one  direction  to  which  it  bears  a  strict  resem- 
blmoe.  The  command  of  this  House  to  the 
committee  may  be  found  in  that  of  Dogbeiry 
to  the  watch,  a  sweeping  resolution  to  "  com- 
prehend all  vagrom  men,"  and  to  let  all  go  who 
will  not  stand  according  to  order.  Let  it  be 
considered  that  we  have  several  standing  oom- 
mitteea,  whose  duty  it  is  to  investigate  the  af- 
birs  of  your  departments.  Let  it  be  consider- 
ed, also,  that,  but  a  few  days  since,  we  appoint- 
ed a  committee,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Gablahd,)  which 
committee  is  daily  engaged  in  the  examination 
of  one  of  the  snbjeots  r^erred  to  in  this  reso- 
Intion.  Yes,  sir,  the  very  point  which,  I  be- 
lieve, according  to  the  mover  of  this  proportion, 


gave  rise  to  this  proposed  investigation.  But 
in  addition  to  these  means  which  are  witiiin 
our  power,  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Bhode  Island  is  offered.  That  amendment 
is,  in  my  opinion,  not  open  to  the  objections 
which  may  be  made  to  the  original  proposition. 
It  is  in  accordance  with  paniamenttuy  prac- 
tice. It  is  no  pctrt  of  the  duty  of  a  Legislature 
to  undertake  an  exploring  expedition  in  search 
of  abases  ;  bnt  if  abuses  are  charged,  it  be- 
comes a  solemn  duty  to  investigate  them.  The 
amendment  proposes  to  create  a  tribunal  before 
which  charges  can  be  made,  and  to  examine 
into  the  tmth  of  those  charges.  Suppose  a 
petition  was  presented  to  this  House,  and  refer- 
red to  one  of  the  appropriate  committees,  pray- 
ing an  examination  into  the  manner  in  which 
your  public  officers  discharge  their  duties,  and 
setting  forth  tliat  abnses  existed.  Your  com- 
mittee would  ask  the  petitioners  for  specific 
charges,  and  if  they  were  produced  the  exami- 
nation wonld  be  made.  J  doubt  v^ry  much 
whether  they  wonld  inquire  of  your  different 
departments  and  bureaus  for  something  to  sns- 
tain  the  allegation  of  the  petitioners. 

But,  sir,  it  appears  that  ^onr  standing  com- 
mittees, yonr  select  committee,  the  amend- 
ment, Will  not  be  satisfactory.  Nothing  will 
give  sufficient  latitude  but  the  original  resoln- 
tion.  I  prefer  sustaining  the  amendment,  be- 
lieving it  cannot  be  perverted  hereafter  into  a 
dangerous  precedent;  bnt  if  that  cannot  be 
adopted,  I  shall  not  be  found  denying  investi- 
gation. I  am  wiUing  to  give  every  facility,  and 
to  afford  ample  means,  to  pursue  the  desired 
examintrinon;  to  have  the  official  transactions 
and  correspondence  of  your  public  offices  laid 
open.  As  the  representatives  of  the  peo^, 
we  are  bound  to  guard  every  department.  We 
are  bonnd  to  pour  light  into  every  portion  of 
this  Government.  It  is  dne  not  only  to  the 
country,  but  to  the  incumbents,  to  those  on  this 
floor  who  wish  the  examination,  that  some  de- 
cision should  be  had  on  this  subject,  and  that 
without  delay.  The  debate  which  has  arisen 
upon  this  resolution  has  resuscitated  the  dennn- 
ciations  and  charges  which  we  had  reason  to 
believe  were  long  since  buried.  I  have  been 
surprised  to  observe  the  conrse  of  the  present 
discussion.  The  same  accusations  of  oomp- 
tion,  of  proscription,  and  of  abuses  of  every 
nature,  which  were  made  at  the  last  session, 
with  a  view  of  operating  on  the  then  approach- 
ing political  contest,  are  reiterated  npon  the 
present  occasion.  We  ought  to  susjiect  that 
our  fate  has  been  that  of  Rip  Van  Winkle; 
that  we  have  been  sleeping  quietly  while  the 
thunders  of  the  opposition,  louder  or  than  any 
which  reverberatect  through  the  Catskill,  have 
been  pealing  over  ns,  and  we  have  been  nn- 
oonsoious  of  the  presidential  contest  which  has 
just  closed.  If  there  is  to  be  a  repetition 
of  those  charges,  it  is  full  time  we  should  be 
aroused.  I  have  sought  for  new  statements, 
but  none  are  offered.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  the  same  representations  which  are  made 
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now  were  made  before  the  straggle  commenced ; 
that  the  same  evidence,  sustained  by  the  aid  of 
the  same  distinguished  gentlemen,  was  laid  be- 
fore the  people  of  this  oonntry,  and  that  the 
people  supported  him  against  whom  these 
ohaives  were  intended  to  operate.  Why  do 
gentlemen  stop  even  now?  Why  do  they 
bait!  Why  not  cross  the  Rubicon f  There  is 
still  remedy  left.  If  outrages  upon  the  consti- 
tution, if  violations  of  the  uberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, have  been  committed,  why,  instead  of 
making  the  accusation,  is  not  Uie  individud 
who  is  the  author  of  these  evils  made  liable  to 
the  consequences  of  impeachment }  If  he  has 
violated  the  rights  of  any  of  your  citicens,  any 
of  the  rights  of  any  branch  of  the  Giovem- 
mentj  why  is  he  not  placed  in  a  situation  where 
he  will  be  required  to  defend  his  public  charac- 
ter from  these  accusations !  If  we  have  watch- 
ful sentinels  on  the  ramparts  of  constitutional 
liberty,  let  them  not  only  sound  the  alarm,  but 
let  them  seize  upon  him  whom  they  represent 
to  be  an  enemy  of  the  country.  Thiat  country 
has  a  right  to  demand  this  movement  at  the 
hands  of  those  who  are  so  desirous  of  preeerv- 
ing  its  interests  from  violation.  Nothing  is 
eauer  than  to  denounce.  We  ask  for  the  evi- 
dences to  support  the  charges  they  make — ^we 
ask  for  action.  The  Executive  has  been  repre- 
sented as  a  violator  of  his  plighted  fiaith,  as  one 
who  had  broken  every  pledge.  Let  us  look  to 
his  inaugural  address,  which  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  exposition  of  the  policy  which 
would  characterize  his  administration.'  In  re- 
gard to  your  foreign  policy,  he  had  stated  that 
he  would  endeavor  to  preserve  peace  and  culti- 
vate friendship  with  all  nations  on  honorable 
terms,  and  to  adjust  our  differences  in  the  for- 
bearing spirit  becoming  a  powerful  nation, 
rather  than  the  senubility  belopging  to  a  gal- 
liut  people.  Has  this  been  fulfilled !  Do  you 
find  the  violation  of  this  pledge  in  the  elevated 
position  which  our  countiy  susUuns  amongst 
the  nations  of  the  earth !  He  pledged  himself 
to  a  spirit  of  compromise,  equity,  and  caution, 
in  regard  to  your  tariff,  by  the  promotion  of 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures ;  and 
if  any  enconragement  should  be  given,  it  was 
only  to  those  articles  which  might  be  found 
essential  to  our  national  independence.  Let 
his  Messages  to  Congress  show  how  far  he  has 
labored  to  discharge  this  pledge.  He  avowed 
bia  determination  to  reform  abuses,  by  depend- 
ing for  the  promotion  of  the  public  service  not 
on  the  number,  but  on  the  efficiency,  the  in- 
tegrity, the  zeal,  of  public  officers.  Let  the 
consequences  of  the  totls  of  those  agents,  visible 
in  the  negotiation  of  foreign  treaties,  and  in 
the  happy  results  of  the  faithful  discharge  of 
duties  within  our  country,  be  his  defence  on 
this  point.  He  promised  to  facilitate  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  public  debt.  Has  that  been 
discharged  f  Does  not  the  contest  here  for  the 
divi^on  of  aa  immense  surplus  in  your  Treas- 
ury speak  far  him  on  this  subject !  Has  not, 
daring  this  administration,  the  novel  spectacle 


been  presented  to  the  world  of  an  immeiiH 
republic,  unshackled  with  a  national  debt! 
When  the  violence  of  political  feeling  shall  ban 
subsided,  but  one  opinion,  sir,  will  be  given  of 
the  present  administration ;  and  \t,  as  aont 
gentlemen  insist,  the  coming  administratkn 
will  be  but  a  continuation  of  the  policy  of  the 
present,  the  country  may  be  congratulated  on 
the  prospect  of  a  career  of  brilliancy  and  prot- 
perity.  It  will  be  a  continuation  of  a  policy 
which  seeks  to  enlar(;e  the  liberties  of  e^vj 
citizen,  and  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
Union. 

The  corruption  which  exists  in  the  Gorsn- 
ment  is  a  fruitful  theme.  The  dictation  of  the 
Executive,  and  his  interference  with  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  have  been  blazoned  forth  to  the 
world.  Sir,  if  we  have  had  a  dictator,  he  bean 
but  little  resemblance  to  the  Bylla  of  otha 
days.  The  Roman  retired  when  the  aristocrac; 
had  been  armed  with  the  sceptre,  but  osr  dic- 
tator is  about  to  surrender  hu  trust  vhen  the 
democracy  is  triumphant    Do  gentlemen  Bsp- 

ri  that  the  intelBgenoe  of  tins  oonntiy  is  to 
deceived  with  this  outcry?  May  we  ask 
when  and  where  this  dictation  took  place? 
Who  were  the  individuals  who  yielded,  or  the 
States  that  submitted  to  his  commands?  ¥e 
hear  of  Tennessee  I  That  State  did  not  vote 
for  the  individual  who  is  siud  to  have  obtained 
his  election  by  the  dictation  of  the  Executive. 
If  the  dictation  of  the  President  was  of  taj 
avail,  it  must  have  been  united  not  only  with 
omnipotence,  but  omnipresence.  Its  results  an 
seen  in  Maine,  and  at  the  aame  time  in  Loda- 
ana — in  the  Atlantic  States  and  in  your  &r 
West.  This  charge  (let  gentiemen  consider)  of 
dictation  and  of  corruption  reaches  not  only 
the  Executive,  but  at  those  above  that  Execu- 
tive. The  poisoned  arrows  which  are  scattered 
strike  not  only  those  against  whom  they  are 
aimed,  but  at  the  body  of  tlie  American  people. 
If  there  are  corrupters,  where  are  the  oorrnpt- 
ed  ?  Are  we  to  seek  for  them  amongst  uie 
honest  yeomanry  of  the  land  ?  Is  this  degiad- 
ing  character  to  be  given  to  our  countrynien! 
I  trust  we  are  not  ready  to  look  upon  a  ni^oii- 
ty  of  our  fellow-citizens  as  obedient  slaves, 
obeying  the  edicts  of  an  imperial  master.  Tbo 
sin  of  tiie  Executive  has  been  that  he  moved  in 
unison  with  the  people,  and  for  this  he  is  de- 
nounced. This  is  his  crime,  in  the  eyes  of  hu 
opponents.  I  cannot  believe  that  his  ooone 
will  at  any  time  be  deemed  nnpatriotio,  or 
prejudicial  to  the  institutions  of  our  comnM* 
country. 

I  cannot  omit  a  reference  to  the  allnsions 
which  have  been  made  to  the  President  doriug 
this  debate.  The  gentieman  from  Ttfgiiu* 
(Mr.  Wish)  .  has  traoed  his  course  from  the 
period  of  his  early  obscurity  to  the  present  ex- 
alted station  which  he  now  holds.  From  its 
rise  in  humbleness,  he  has  found  the  tenor  of 
his  life  a  broad  and  sweeping  current,  ndling 
onward  under  the  living  Lght  of  day  and  Uie 
Steady  gaze  of  the  nation.   Parallels  are  aoaght; 
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tat  irfaM^t  Ar«  they  sought  for  amoDgst  the 
patriots  whose  reputations  are  interworen  with 
ttk«  brightest  epochs  of  the  past!  Are  tiiejr 
Amnd  in  some  iMilliant  example  of  devotion  to 
oomttry,  of  fidelity  to'  her  institutions,  of  purity 
of  porcwse,  <rf  imdyin^  patriotism;  amongst 
the  Anstides,  the  Cortii,  or  the  Oatost  No, 
tkc ;  we  find  them  seeking  for  parallels  in  the 
most  oormpt  and  degraded  periods  of  the 
Boman  Government.  They  find  them  in  a 
Onounodiis  or  a  Sevems ;  in  the  vile,  the  profli- 
gate, and  depraved  emperors  of  a  ommbling 
empire.  Who  is  yonr  modem  Oommodos? 
Sball  I  summon  from  his  many  battle-fields  the 
numes  <rf  the  dead  to  be  his  defenders!  No, 
sir ;  let  the  living  attest  his  worth  I  Let  them 
asHwer  whether  or  not  it  was  by  oolleoting 
aronnd  him  the  abandoned  Oleanders  of  his 
time  he  led  yonr  country  through  many  diffi- 
enlties  np  to  the  eminence  on  which  he  now  is 
leaving  her  I  Even  in  the  highest  excitement 
of  a  political  contest,  we  onght  not  to  forget 
the  services  of  oar  public  men — of  those  who 
"  have  done  the  state  some  service."  The  petty 
ffifferenoes  of  party  will  disappear,  bat  the  re- 
sults of  the  Iat>or  of  those  men  never  will  be 
destroyed.  For  one,  I  will  not  desecrate  the 
temple  of  our  Union  by  any  attempt  to  deface 
one  partide  of  those  brilliant  names  that  may 
east  their  splendor  over  it.  Fidelity  to  onr  own 
prineiplee  never  can  be  incompatible  with  Jns- 
tice  and  toleration  for  those  of  onr  opponents. 
I  speak  of  this  point  not  as  a  partisan,  ^at  as  an 
American.  I  cannot  be  deterred,  by  the  fear 
of  being  termed  a  flatterer,  from  doing  jastice  to 
any  man.  I  ask  gentlemen  how  they  can  hope 
that  the  people  will  attend  to  their  charges? 
We  are  told  it  is  to  inform  the  people  of 
the  dangers  they  have  passed— of  the  oon- 
spiraciee  against  their  liberties  that  have  been 
exploded.  Why,  sir,  Oicero  himself  would  not 
have  been  heeded  when  the  conspirators  were 
deprived  of  idl  power  to  iqjnre.  The  people 
of  this  coanby  will  not,  as  the  hour  is  ap- 
proaching which  is  to  separate  them  fh>m  him 
who  has  for  years  enjoyed  their  highest  confi- 
dence, stand  with  ready  ear  to  listen  to  dennn- 
«^Uons.  Kot  while  one  spark  of  gratitude 
remains  will  they  reftase  to  shield  him.  They 
will  t>e  seen  protecting  him  from  the  fiames  of 
p<^itical  persecations ;  they  will  be  the  first  to 
rescue  him — the  patriot  who  has  led  their 
armies  to  victory  and  given  permanency  to 
tiieir  Union — ^from  the  ignominy  of  being  placed 
in  the  same  niche  of  immortal  infamy  with  a 
Commodos  or  a  Beverus. 

We  have  been  told  that>  the  approaching 
administration  will  be  bronght  into  power  by 
the  vilest  means ;  that  it  is  the  Iriumph  of  the 
New  York  system.  I  fijid  that  it  is  the  fashion 
of  the  hour  to  refer  to  that  State.  Her  im- 
mense resources,  her  natural  and  artificial  ad- 
vantages, are  paraded  to  excite  ajealousy  against 
her  interests  and  her  sons.  Is  this  tiie  spirit 
in  which  this  Union  was  ftvmed,  or  can  be 
DHUBtinned?    Why,  to  secure  a  petty  trimnph 


of  party,  is  this  eflbrt  made  to  array  sec- 
tion agtunst  section.  State  against  Btato!  In 
sorrow,  not  in  anger,  have  I  heard  the  charges 
made  against  that  State.  I  have  witnessed  the 
efiTorts  to  injure  her  fair  fame ;  but  still  I  look 
upon  my  native  State  with  pride.  Kot  mie 
particle  of  her  reputation  is  yet  tarnished. 
That  State  can  locdc  back  upon  the  past  with 
high  tatisfaction,  and  look  forward  to  tiie 
fatnre  with  the  brightest  anticipations.  What, 
sir,  has  been  her  system!  She  has  had  "a 
giant's  strength,  but  she  has  used  it  like  a 
giant."  She  stands  erect  in  the  consciousness 
of  her  sacrifices  to  the  independence,  tiie  lib- 
erty of  the  country,  and  to  the  Union  of  these 
States.  She  presente  to  yon  her  Saratoga,  as 
her  evidence  of  her  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
the  Bevolution.  Every  point  of  her  whole 
frontier  is  the  theatre  of  resistance  to  the  in- 
vasion of  a  savage  or  a  civilixed  foe.  In  peace, 
as  in  war,  no  sordid  policy  has  obaracterizea 
her  course.  I  challenge  gentiemen  to  point 
out  in  the  votes  of  her  Representatives  here,  ot 
in  the  legislation  of  the  State,  any  dispodtion 
to  elevate  that  State  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
rights  or  interests  of  any  section  of  this 
confederacy.  Her  history  contains  not  a  single 
line  for  which  one  of  her  sons  need  blush. 
Proud  of  her  history,  prond  of  her  enterprise, 
for  one,  I  would,  in  the  language  of  one  who 
has  given  glory,  not  only  to  that  State,  but  to 
the  whole  confederacy,  as  soon  forget  the 
mother  that  gave  me  birth,  as  that  State  the 
trophies  of  whose  systems  may  be  seen  in  the 
unrivalled  prosperity  of  heA  millions  of  inhabi- 
tants. The  power  ^e  wields  was  never  exer- 
cised for  oppression.  Mighty  she  has  been, 
but  none  have  been  more  meek.  To  be  the 
equal,  not  the  superior,  of  her  sister  States,  has 
ever  been  her  object.  Gratitude  demands  this 
humble  tribute  from  one  who  owes  her  much ; 
and  Jastice  requires  that  her  character  should 
not  be  misrepresented. 

Mr.  Wisa  said  that  the  parliamentary  prac- 
tice had  been  that  the  gentieman  who  had 
offered  a  resolution,  and  opened  a  debate, 
should  be  indulged  in  replying  to  members  who 
had  opposed  it,  and  in  concluding  his  debate. 
He  had  intended  to  avail  himself  of  this  indul- 
gence, but  now  the  previous  question  was 
forced  upon  the  House.  Now,  it  appeared, 
gentiemen  seemed  disposed  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion ;  to  pass  it,  in  order  to  save  the  adminis- 
tration party  from  the  imputetion  of  delaying 
action  on  the  resolution  by  debate.  He  would 
ask,  however,  and  he  would  thank  gentiemen 
to  answer  him,  whether  they  could  now  reUevo 
themselves  from  this  odious  impntetion^-an 
imputetion  which  they  deserve.  I  tell  you  and 
the  country  (said  Mr.  W.)  that  I  have  been 
asking  for  this  investigation  for  nearly  two 
years.  And  how  for  are  we  now  from  the 
end  of  the  session  !  Within  six  weeks  of  the 
end,  witii  all  our  other  duties  to  attend  to,  and 
we  are  told  that  this  a  sufilcient  space  of  time 
to  inveatigato  the  huge,  the  manunoth  opera- 
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tions  of  this  corrupt  and  profligate  admiDistra- 
tion.  Biz  weeks,  sir.  I  have  been  detained 
two  weeks  at  home,  detained  hj  the  state  of 
the  wei^er,  and  I  find,  on  my  return,  that  the 
administration  has  alrieady  carried  ont  their 
own  work  for  me,  bj  which  I  am  detained  from 
ten  nntil  nearly  midnight  in  wading  through 
one  branch  of  this  investigation. 

Gentlemen  now  propose  to  give  ide  this 
Herculean  task.  Gentlemen,  it  is  like  all  your 
candor,  all  your  plans,  and  all  your  honesty. 
Make  the  most  of  it.  Go,  with  a  blush  on 
your  cheeks,  without  shame  or  couftision,  be- 
fore the  people,  and  tell  them  this  I 

I  now  renew  the  motion  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  for  the  previons  ques- 
tion. 

And  the  House  seconded  the  call — ^yeas  04, 
nays  61. 

Mr.  Morgan  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  taking  the  main  questicm ;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were — yeas  121, 
nays  63. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  ques- 
tion should  now  be  put. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  on  the  original  resolution  of  Mr. 
WiBB,  reported  therefrom,  was  taken,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  166,  nays  9. 


WxDmsDAT,  January  18. 

Crime*  tn  tl^IHitriet  of  ColumMa. 

The  following  Message,  in  writing,  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

Ta  tkt  Speaker  of  the  ffoute  of  JiepretenUUivee : 

Sm :  I  hereby  transmit  to  the  House  of  Repreeent- 
stives  certain  commiuiicatiODS  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Colnmbia. 

They  relate  to  the  difficulties  which  Iiave  been  in- 
terposed, under  the  existiog  laws,  in  bringing  to  oon- 
Tiction  and  punishment  the  supposed  incendiaries  of 
the  Treasury  buildings  in  the  year  1838. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case,  so  long 
concealed,  and  of  the  flagrant  frauds  by  persons  dis- 
connected with  the  Oovemment,  which  were  still 
longer  concealed,  and  to  screen  some  of  which  for- 
ever was  probably  a  principal  inducement  to  the 
boniing  of  the  buildings,  lead  me  earnestly  to  recom- 
mend a  revision  of  the  laws  on  this  subject.  I  do 
tiiis  with  a  wish  not  only  to  render  the  poniafament 
hereafter  more  severe  for  the  wanton  destmction 
of  the  public  property,  but  to  repeal  entirely  the 
statute  m  limitation  in  all  criminal  cases  except  small 
misdemeanors,  and  in  no  event  to  allow  a  party  to 
avail  himself  of  its  lienefits  during  the  period  the 
commission  of  the  crime  was  kept  concealed,  or  the 
persons  on  trial  were  not  suspected  of  having  per- 
petrated the  offence. 

It  must  be  manifest  to  Congress  that  the  exposed 
state  of  the  public  records  here,  without  fire-proof 
buildings,  imperatively  requires  the  meet  ample  rem- 
edies for  tlieir  protection,  and  the  greatest  vigilance 
and  fidelity  in  all  officers,  Fbetber  executive  or  Judi- 


cial, in  bringing  to  oondign  punishment  tbeittltf. 
fenders. 

Without  these,  the  public  property  is  in  that  de- 
plorable situation  whim  depends  quite  as  mudi  on 
accident  and  good  fortune  as  the  laws  for  stfety. 

ANDREW  JACKSOS. 
jAMCAar  11,  1887. 

Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  TricxuTy. 

Wabeinotox,  Deember  27,  ISIt. 

Sib:  According  to  the  request  in  toot  letter  of 
this  day,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  die  histnicti<na  gireo 
by  the  court  to  the  jmy,  on  the  act  of  1790,  on  Hm 
trial  of  Bidiard  H.  White. 

I  understand  that  the  only  juror  who  held  ixit  &r 
acquitting  the  prisoner  was  satisfied  of  hU  guilt,  Inl 
refused  to  find  him  guilty  on  the  eronnd  of  thii  in- 
struction as  to  the  limitations.  It  is  certainly  lii^; 
necessary  that  the  law  should  be  so  amended  is  to 
prevent  the  bar  of  the  statute  from  opentisg  in  the 
cases  where  the  proper  officers  of  GoTemment  did 
not  know,  and  could  not  by  due  diligence  han 
known,  by  whom  the  offences  were  committed. 
One  or  two  cases  similar  to  the  present  hare  occnrred 
heretofore  in  the  circuit  court,  in  wUch  this  defence 
has  been  sustdned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant, 

F.  aKET,  U.B.At(yD.C. 

The  Message  was,  on  motion  of  lb.  Tdouas. 
referred,  with  the  accompanying  docnments,  l« 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
b«  printed. 


Monday,  January  23. 
Abolition  ofSlatery. 

An  imusually  large  number  of  petitions  wd 
memorials,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  were  presented  by  different 
members,  and  were  immediately  laid  on  the 
table.  . 

Mr.  AoAHS  asked  the  House  at  this  time  to 
take  up  and  decide  on  the  objection  raised  to 
the  reception  of  the  petition,  presented  by  hm- 
self,  from  Lydia  Lewis  and  others,  (and  Bubse- 
qnentiy  returned  to  him,)  praying  the  abohuon 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Speakkb  said  the  resolution  which  m 
been  adopted  covered  all  these  cases,  we 
genfleman  from  Massachusetts  might  send  hu 
petition  to  the  Chair,  and  it  would  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  did  not  doubt  his  ngiit  to 
send  the  petition  to  the  Chair.  The  Speaker 
had  decided  heretofore  that  the  petition  w« 
not  in  lie  possession  of  the  House.  Mr.  a. 
now  wished  for  a  decision  on  the  quertion  of 
receiving  the  petition,  which,  on  the  jotimsl, 
appeared  to  have  been  presented  by  him. 

The  Sfiakbb  said  the  gentieman  might  pr^ 
sent  his  petition,  and  aend  it  to  the  Chwr,  to  be 
disposed  of  under  tiie  resolution. 

Mr.  Adams  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
send  it  again  to  the  Chur.  ,     ^^ 

'    The  Spxakxs  Mid  theu  there  was  nothing  i>«- 
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fan  the  House,  and  the  gentleman  was  oat  of 
order. 

[Mr.  A.  then  presented  a  great  number  of 
similar  petitions ;  all  of  which  were  laid  on  the 
table.] 

Mr.  Adams  presented  a  petition  which  he 
thought  could  not  be  included  in  the  resolation 
adopted  by  the  Hoose.  It  was  a  petition 
from  fifty-four  ministers  and  members  of  the 
Lotheran  chnrch  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
praying  Congress  to  enact  laws  to  secure  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia  the 
protection  of  the  law  and  the  rights  of  the  dec- 
laration of  independence.  There  was  nothing 
about  slavery  or  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  it. 
He  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
fbr  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that  it  be 
printed. 

The  Speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts knew  the  contents  of  the  petition,  but 
the  Chaii-  did  not.  If  the  petition  related  to 
the  subject  of  slavery,  it  must  be  laid  on  the 
teble. 

Mr.  HuinsMAK  thought  the  Speaker  should 
read  the  petition,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
it  came  within  the  meaning  of  the  resolation. 

Mr.  Pabkbr  insisted  that  the  only  way  of  ar- 
riving at  the  nature  of  the  petition  was  to  read 
its  contents. 

Mr.  Adams.  But  the  order  of  the  House  de- 
clares that  the  petition  shall  not  be  read. 

The  Speaksb.  Then  the  gentleman  adniits 
that  it  relates  to  the  subject  of  slavery. 

Mr.  Adams.  I  do  not  admit  any  such  thing. 
I  have  presented  the  petition  in  the  form  re- 
quired by  the  rule,  by  giving  a  brief  statement 
of  its  contents. 

The  Speaexr  looked  for  a  moment  into  the 
body  of  the  petition,  and  then  said  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  fell  clearly  within  the  meaning  and 
intent  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Adams  appealed  from  the  decbion  of  the 
Chair,  and  demanded  the  judgment  of  the 
Honse  whether  this  petition  should  be  received 
and  read  or  not. 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  petition  spoke  of 
&e  absolute  control  held  over  a  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  District  who  were  claimed  as 
property.  In  his  opinion  it  was  embraced 
within  the  order. 

Mr.  PnroKNET  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  appeal. 

And  the  House  seconded  the  demand — yeas 
80,  nays  51. 

And  the  main  question,  "  Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  tho  judgment  of  the 
House!"  was  taken,  and  carried — ^yeas  170, 
nays  3. 


Wedi!<X8DAT,  January  S6. 

Admmion  of  Michigan. 

The  House  resuned  the  constderatim  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Michigan 


into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States." 

The  question  pending  was  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Manh 
of  New  York. 

The  House  seconded  the  demand — yeas  84, 
nays  67 ;  and  the  question  recurring  on  order- 
ing the  main  question  to  be  put — 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  had  voted  in  tho  nega- 
tive on  the  seconding  the  previous  question. 
But  now  the  position  of  the  bill  had  been 
changed,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  re- 
fuse to  order  that  the  main  question  be  now 
put.  If  that  was  done,  the  further  action  of 
the  House  on  the  bill  would  be  postponed  nntU 
to-morrow.  The  bill  would  be  open  for  discus- 
sion after  it  has  been  read  a  third  time,  on  the 
question  of  its  final  passage.  By  ordering  the 
main  question,  the  House  will  not  close  the  de- 
bate, but  it  will  signify  a  willingness  to  take 
the  bill  as  it  is,  without  farther  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  was  decided  in 
the ^ifEbrmative— yeas  140,  nays  67,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Hessra.  Adams,  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton, 
Bean,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee, 
Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  J. 
Coiboon,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
N.  H.  CUubome,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  CleTeland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Denny, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Fariin, 
Forester,  Fowler,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  B. 
Qariand,  Obolson,  Oille»,  Qlasoodi,  Graham,  Grant- 
land,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Earner,  Bannegan,  S.  S.  Hani- 
gon,  A  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Sawkins,  Hajnee,  Hen- 
derson, Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt, 
Hontii^^n,  Hontsman,  Ingham,  J.  Johnson,  B.  M. 
Johnson,  0.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Ken- 
non,  Kilgore,  Klingenamitb,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte, 
Lawler,  Lay,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leon- 
ard, Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A  Mann,  J.  Uann, 
Martin,  W.  Hason,  M.  Mason,  May,  McComas,  Mc- 
Kay, McKeon,  McKim,  Miller,  Uontcomery,  Morgan, 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Paries,  Patterson, 
F.  Rerce,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Phelps,  John  Rey- 
nolds, Joseph  Reynolds,  Ricbatdson,  Rogers,  Scbenck, 
Seymour,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sickles,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Standefer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Ward,  WardweU,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,  YeU— 140. 

Nats.— Messrs.  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Bond,  Briggs, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  G.  Chambers,  J.  Chambers,  Channey, 
Cbetwood,  Darlington,  Dawsen,  Deberry,  Elmore, 
Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Hardin,  Harper, 
Hazeltine,  Heister,  Hopkins,  Ingersoll,  Janes,  Jarvis, 
Jenifer,  Lawrence,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  S.  Mason, 
McCarty,  McKennan,  MoLene,  Mercer,  Milligan,  J. 
A  Pearce,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinekney,  Potts,  Reed, 
Rencfaer,  Russell,  Slade,  Sloane,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliar 
ferro,  W.  Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton,  K  Whit- 
Uesey,  L.  WUliuna,  a  WUliama,  Wise,  Young— «7. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

It  was  read  accor^ngly,  .and  passed  by  the 
same  vote,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  members 
who  had  left  the  House. 
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in  &vor  of  aid  and  Bnpport  being  extended  to 
the  Colonization  Society,  being  presented  ij 
Mr.  Calhoon,  Mr.  Adamb  movM  that  the  me- 
morial be  read ;  which  having  been  done,  Mr. 
A.  made  some  remarks  in  the  yiew  that,  as  this 
memorial  related  to  daverr,  it  shoold  meet 
with  the  same  treatment  which  his  o\ni  peti- 
tions had.  Mr.  A.  moved,  therefore,  that  the 
memorial  be  laid  on  the  table. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Mebcsb  in  fa- 
vor of  the  petition,  the  motion  was  pat,  and 
lost  hj  a  gr^  minority  against  it. 


Pbidat,  January  27. 
Bepreientative  from  Michigan. 

Mr.  Thoicas  moved  that  Isaac  £.  Ckakt, 
who  was  in  attendance  from  the  State  of  Mich-- 
igan,  and  whose  credentials  were  presented  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  be  qualified. 

Obj'ection  being  made,  and  a  debate  com- 
mencmg,  the  previous  question  was  called,  and 
Moonded,  and  the  main  question  put,  and  car- 
ried— yeas  150,  nays  82. 

So  the  Bouse  decided  that  Ibaao  E.  Cbast 
be  now  qualified  to  take  his  seat  as  a  member 
from  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Cbabt  was  then  qualified,  and  took  bis 
seat  as  a  Bepresentative  m  Congress  from  the 
State  of  Michigan. 

Monday,  January  80. 
Aholition  of  Slavery, 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  he  had  in  his  possesaon 
a  number  of  petitions  in  relation  to  slavery- 
some  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Colombia;  some  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories ;  some  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  and  the  internal  coasting  slave- 
trade  ;  and  some  for  the  prohibition  of  the  ex- 
portation of  slaves  to  Texas,  or  to  the  domin- 
ions of  any  foreign  power.  He  was  under  the 
necessity  of  presenting  these  petitions  separate- 
ly and  distinctly,  as  they  came  partly  from  his 
constituents  and  partly  from  people  in  other 
parts  of  the  Unit^  States.  He  asked  leave  to 
address  the  House  on  the  right  of  the  petition- 
ers to  have  their  petitions  read.  He  wished 
that  the  request  might  be  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals, and  that  he  might  have  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it.  He  therefore  submitted  his  request  or 
motion';  npon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  44,  nays  124^ 

So  the  House  would  not  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  A.  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Young 
Men's  Abolition  Society  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  remonstrating  against  the  re- 
cognition of  Texas.  Mr.  A.  moved  that  it  be 
read,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion. 

Mr.  Hawks  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table ;  on  which  question  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  131,  nays  62. 

Mr.  Adams  then  presented,  in  saccessi(»i, 
thirteen  or  fourteen  additional  memorials  and 
petitions  on  the  same  subject,  praying  against 
the  coasting  slave-trade,  the  exportation  of 
slaves  to  Texas,  &c.  Each  petition  was  imme- 
diately, under  the  rule,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

For  each  petition  Mr.  A.  moved  a  reading ; 
which,  under  the  rule,  was  reftised  by  the 
Chair ;  and  against  each  decision  of  the  Chair 
Mr.  A.  appealed  to  the  House. 

In  each  case  Mr.  Ccsbman  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  tbe  table ;  and  in  this  manner 
all  were  disposed  of. 

A  memorial  of  certain  citizens  of  Eentuoky, 


TinsDAT,  January  81. 

Mr  Ai.roBD,  member  elect  from  tlie  State  of 
Georgia,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  hit 
seat. 


Tbttbsdat,  February  2. 
Ndty  Appropriation  BiU—Eiploring  Eipeii- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambbblxko,  the  Hooae 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Paitos  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
naval  service  for  ^e  year  1837. 

Mr.  Cambbbuho  explained  that  the  principal 
increase  in  this  bill  above  that  of  the  last  yearvas 
in  consequence  of  the  equipping  the  exploring 
expedition ;  besides  this,  there  was  an  appro- 
priation for  fitting  out  the  ship  of  the  line 
Pennsylvania  and  two  sloops  of  war. 

The  first  danse  was  read,  as  follows : 

"For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant,  and 
petty  officers,  and  of  seamen,  12,434,886." 

Mr.  Jabvis  said  that  as  in  the  first  itemvas 
included  a  part  of  the  expense  of  the  exploriDg 
expedition,  which  seemed  about  to  be  carried 
to  an  extent  which  he  did  not  think  necessary, 
(xe  that  the  country  would  justify,  he  shonld 
move  a  reduction  of  it.  He  had  been  taken  by 
surprise,  for  he  had  understood  that  the  M 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  would  be 
taken  up  to-day,  and  he  had  left  his  estimates 
for  the  reduction  at  home.  He  would,  how- 
ever, venture  to  move  a  reduction  of  $160,000 
in  the  estimates  for  the  exploring  expediticm, 
comprised  in  this  and  some  other  items,  of 
which  the  pay  wonld  be  about  one-third;  and 
before  the  bill  was  brought  into  the  House  he 
should  be  able  to  ascertam  the  exact  reductions 
which  were  necessary,  and  would  .oon^**™! 
bill  accordin^y,  provided  the  committee  agreed 
with  him  in  q>mion  upon  the  expediency  of 
diminishing  the  expenditure.  . 

Mr.  J.  said  he  objected  to  the  employment  of 
so  large  a  vessel  as  the  frigate  Macedonian  on 
the  exploring  expedition,  on  account  of  her  un- 
fitness for  the  purpose  and  the  great  increase 
of  expense.  He  said  we  ought  not  to  think  so 
highly  of  ourselves  as  to  suppose  that  we  oonW 
not  profit  by  the  experience  of  other  nations; 
and  went  on  to  recapitulate  the  scale  of  4«  •*" 
ploring  expeditioiis  of  Great  Britain  and  France. 
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He  addoeed  the  testimony  of  Cwtain  Cook, 
who,  before  he  departed  upon  his  tiiird  expedi- 
tioo,  that  ended  so  fatally  to  himaelij  bequeath- 
ed, as  a  legacy  to  the  world,  his  opinions  on 
thb  sobject.    That  great  narigator  contended 
that  large  Teasels  were  unfit  for  the  bosiness ; 
that  the  Teasels  most  be  of  a  light  draoght  of 
water ;  of  a  oonstmotion  that  woold  ttJEe  the 
groond  easily,  and  that  might  be  hove  down 
whenever  and  wherever  it  mjf^t  be  neoesaary 
to  examine  their  bottoms,    l^e  vessels  he  re- 
commended were  the  nortii  ooontry  colliers,  of 
from  four  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  bondred 
tons  burden.    These  were  the  deaoriptk>ns  of 
vessels  in  which  he  had  performed  his  two 
voyages,  and  was  about  to  undertake  a  third ; 
and  he  distinctly  says  that  a  forty-gun  ship 
would  be  too  large.    Yet  we  are  about  to  send 
out  a  frigate  mounting  forty-nine  guns.    He  re- 
peated the  assertion  of  Cook,  th^  no  captain 
oonld  discharge  his  duty  as  the  head  of  an  ex- 
ploring ezi>editian  in  a  vessel  of  this  description 
without  too  ^reat  hazard  to  the  safety  of  his 
■hip  and  of  his  crew.    It  Bught  be  urged  that 
increased  experience  had  shown  that  Oook  was 
in  enw ;  bnt,  so  far  was  this  from  being  the 
fiet,  it  was  well  known  that  the  latest  expedi- 
tions of  France  and  Great  Britun  had  Deen 
]ierformed  by  still  unaller  vessels.    The  Chan- 
tideer  was  only  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
tons,  and  had  between  fifty  and  sixty  men; 
and  the  Astndabe,  of  whose  voyage  so  splendid 
an  acconnt  had  been  published  by  the  French 
Gorerzunent,  was  only  a  corvette,  with  a  crew 
KumstiBg  of  seventy-nine  persons,  including 
officers  and  men  of  science.    The  wlK>le  number 
of  h«r  scientific  corps  consisted  of  two  surgeons 
of  the  navy  and  one  draughtsman,  while  ours 
waa  to  oonsst  of  eighteen  persons,  which  (Mr. 
J.  said)  he  had  no  doubt  would  be  found  equal 
in  munber,  if  not  in  science,  to  the  corps  of 
Bavana  that  Bmiaparte  took  with  him  to  ^rpt 
The  offioers  of  the  navy,  (Mr.  J.  said.)  so  far 
la  be  bad  been  able  to  ascertain  their  views, 
agreed  with  him  in  opinion— high  and  low, 
yooBg  and  old ;  however  they  mi^t  differ  on 
other  points,  aU  seemed  to  think  that  a  frigate 
was  not  the  vessel  to  be  sent.    If  the  squadron 
were  oomposed  of  small  vessels,  the  accidental 
loss  of  one  of  them  would  not  endanger  the  re- 
sult of  the  exx>edition ;  tibe  crew  might,  without 
iaoonvenioice,  be  divided  among  the  reflie^- 
dfw ;  bat  if  the  fidgate  were  to  meet  with  an 
•eoident,  and  her  three  hondred  men  were  to 
be  ao  divided,  they  wonld  be  so  crowded  on 
beard  the  small  vessels  as  to  force  them  to  re- 
tnm  home,  and  the  whcde  object  in  view  would 
be  defeated.    Mr.  J.  concluded  by  saying  that 
ba  was  desiroos  that  the  expeditioii  should  be 
erowned  with  snooeas,  bnt  he  was  fearftd  it 
would  only  be  covered  with  ridicule  unless  a 
diage  was  made  in  its  orgaidzation ;  and  he 
thtr^re  hap^i  that  his  m^on  would  prevail. 
Mi.  OAjfBBXLSHO  had  made  inquiiiee  of  many 
,,,|>netioal  men,  and  some  of  the  h%hest  ofSoers 
"<f  the  navT,  on  this  snl^ect:  and,  from  the  in- 
Vou  XnL— 17 


formation  he  had  obtained  from  them,  he  was 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  view  taken  by  the 
gentleman  trom  Maine  was  correct,  and  he 
hoped  the  Honse  would  concur  in  it,  and  reduce 
the  Impropriation. 

Mr.  Fhilufs  said,  if  the  leading  friends  of  the 
administration,  in  view  of  the  present  posture 
of  the  question,  in  view  of  the  present  expecta- 
tion of  the  world,  in  view  ot  the  responsibility 
assumed  by  the  President,  were  disposed  to  in* 
terpose  any  obstacle  to  the  completion  of  this 
expedition,  upon  them  be  the  responsibility  of 
its  &ilare;  for  fUl  it  would,  if  this  motion 
should  prevaiL 

Mr.  Cbahbxbs,  of  Eentncky,  dted  the  law 
passed  last  session  authorizing  the  Prerident  to 
employ  a  sloop  of  war,  and  sncb  other  smaller 
vessels  as  might  be  neoessary  for  the  expedi- 
tion. Impropriating  $160,000  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  AsAMB  thou^t  the  gentieman  from 
Maine,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Kaval 
Affairs,  had  done  the  President  and  heads  of  De- 
partments ii^iustioe.  Mr.  A.  entreated  gentie- 
men  to  withdraw  the  motion  to  reduce  tne  tip- 
propriation.  He  did  not  consider  it  too  large 
for  the  objects  to  be  obtained.  He  would  vote 
three  times  the  amount,  if  called  upon  to  do  so, 
because  it  was  his  hope  that  this  expedition 
would  shed  honor  on  tne  American  character, 
instead  of  holding  it  up  to  the  ridicule  of  the 
worid. 

Mr.  Ynrroir  said,  we  have  passed  the  law  di- 
recting the  exploring  expedition  to  be  sent, 
and,  for  one,  he  wished  the  responsibility  of  its 
proper  execution  to  rest  upon  the  Executive, 
where  it  belonged,  and  not  upon  this  House. 
Mr.  y.  said  that  in  respect  to  himself  he  oonld 
say  with  perfect  tmth  that  he  was  wholly  igno- 
rant of  the  details  and  preparations  necessary 
for  such  a  voyage ;  he  did  not,  therefore,  wish 
to  assume  the  responribility  of  volunteering  any 
directions  respecting  them,  llie  gentieman 
predicts  a  failure  of  this  expedition  if  conducted 
upon  tiie  present  plan ;  but  is  not  the  hacard 
of  failnre  greatly  increased  if  we  undertake  to 
interfere  and  direct  a  new  plan?  From  the 
moment  we  interfere,  the  Seeretarj  is  relieved 
of  all  responsibility ;  and  in  case  of  failure  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  will  have  acquir- 
ed the  enviable  reputatim  of  having  procured 
for  itself  the  praises  of  the  whole  civilized 
world  by  the  enactment  of  a  law  directing  the 
expedition,  and  then  of  having  disappointed  the 
high  hopes  everywhere  enterteined  of  it,  by  vol- 
unteering its  interfisrenoe  in  the  detuls  of  the 
enterpriw  as  already  adopted,  and,  he  bad  bo 
doubt,  wisely  adopted. 

Without  uretendinpr  to  know  which  was  the- 
most  suitable  for  this  service,  a  frigate  or  «• 
doop  of  war,  yet  he  thought  in  one  important- 
respect  at  least  the  former  was  preferMle-  tO' 
the  latter.  Mr.  Y.  said  that  he  had  occasional- 
ly seen  statements  of  the  extent  and  operations 
of  our  commeroe  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe, 
which  to  him  were  truly  astonishing:  It  was 
carried  on  in  a  region  where  i^  the  inhaibitMits 
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•re  barbariaiu ;  our  m«rohaijts,  in  their  inter- 
oonne  with  them,  were  sabjeoted  to  perpetual 
vigilaooe  against  mrprise  and  yiolence,  and, 
after  all,  aooonnts  are  hj  no  means  uncommon 
of  attacks,  murders  of  onr  seamen,  and  even  of 
captures  of  ships  with  their  crews.  On  these 
occarions  the  most  shocking  barbarities  are 
nsoallj  committed.  Now,  these  peopto,  whose 
lives  and  property  are  thns  perilled,  constitnte 
a  part  of  the  sam  total  of  the  population  and 
wealth  of  the  nation.  The  Government  is 
bonnd  to  g^ve  them  every  reasonable  protec- 
tion. For  one,  Mr.  Y.  said,  he  was  willing  to 
afford  that  protection  to  American  capital  and 
enterprise,  without  stopping  to  inquire  what  re- 
gion of  the  globe  was  the  theatre  of  their  ope- 
rations. AU  barbarians  entertain  very  extravar 
gant  ideas  of  their  own  power,  and  very  con- 
temptible notions  of  the  power  of  those  who 
have  not  nutde  before  their  eyes  a  display  of 
superior  power.  It  must  of  necessity  be  so, 
nnce  their  whole  ittock  of  knowledge,  firom 
which  to  make  their  comparisons,  consists  of 
what  they  know  of  themselves  and  see  of 
others. 

These  people  know  they  are  an  overmatch 
for  onr  merchant  vessels ;  and,  never  having 
■een  any  thing  else,  they  are  not  aware  of  the 
existence  of  ships  of  saperior  force.  They 
therefore  attack  onr  vessels  without  fear  of  fu- 
ture chastisement.  The  display  before  them 
of  a  frigate  would  undeceive  them,  give  them 
new  ideas  of  oar  power,  and  cause  them  to  hes- 
itate before  making  an  attack  on  onr  merchant- 
men, for  fear  of  uiture  punishment.  It  is  in 
pnrsoanoe  of  this  policy  we  have  spent  millions 
of  dollars  in  stationing  military  poets  and  mak- 
ing military  displays  m  the  presence  of  the  In- 
dians, far  in  the  interior,  solely  with  a  view  to 
impress  them  with  an  idea  of  our  power,  and 
thus  so  far  overawe  them  as  to  ^ve  security  to 
the  weak  and  powerless  of  onr  people  who 
have  intercourse  with  them,  without  the  means 
of  defending  their  persons  or  property.  Mr. 
y.  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  uie  sending  out 
of  a  frigate  was  only  an  extension  of  onr  exist- 
ing ana  long-established  policy  to  the  barba- 
rians in  the  South  Sea  islands,  with  whom  onr 
people  are  brought  into  intercourse.  The  small 
vess^  will  perform  the  explorations,  while  the 
frigate  would  perform  the  equally  important 
dnl7  of  demanding  satisfaction  of  the  natives 
for  wrongs  already  done,  and  promising  them 
pumshment  for  those  they  may  in  future  com- 
mit ;  and  in  many  otlier  respects  greatly  facili- 
tate the  labors  to  be  performed  by  tiie  squadron. 
If  he  was  mistaken  in  his  views  of  this  subject, 
he  should  nevertheless  adhere  to  the  opinion 
that  the  Executive  should  be  left  untrammelled 
in  directing  the  outfit  and  conduct  of  this  im- 
portant expedition.  Mr.  Y.  said  he  could  not 
snppiess  the  expression  of  some  surprise  at  the 
oourae  tiie  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr.  Jabvis) 
had  taken,  recollecting,  as  he  did,  that  at  the 
last  session  the  same  geiitieman  was  opposed  to 
the  ei^edition,  b^cMM  not  only  the  eqnipment, 


but  even  the  sending  it  out  at  all,  had  not  beei 
left  to  the  sole  discretion  of  the  ExecotiTe,  At 
present,  he  wonld  have  this  House  to  interpow 
its  authority  by  indicating  to  the  same  Execu- 
tive what  class  of  vessels  shonM  be  emploj-ed! 
He,  (Mr.  Y.,)  of  course,  had  no  right  to  inpngn 
men's  motives,  nor  did  he ;  but  stUl  he  comd 
not  regard  those  who  wished  to  derange  the 
organization  at  present  agreed  upon  as  laj 
friendly  to  the  enterprise  in  any  form. 

The  expedition  was,  as  he  had  said,  honor- 
able to  our  national  character ;  would  be  bo  n- 
red  abroad  and  at  home;  was  expedient, 
wise  purposes  connected  with  onr  great 
commerciu  interests ;  wonld  add  mnch  to  Tt- 
rions  departments  of  hnman  knowledge;  and 
would,  he  had  no  doubt,  at  all  times  be  ampl^ 
provided  for  by  CJongress.  It  had,  he  believed, 
received  the  individual  support  of  the  deleo- 
tion  in  Congress  from  Ohio,  and  wonld  not  oe 
lost  sight  of  by  the  people  of  that  State. 

Mr.  Brioos  sud  it  was  evident  that  the^ 
could  not  get  through  the  bill  to-night,  and 
he  therefore  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
Agraedto. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported. 


Fbidat,  February  8. 
Mr».  Svtan  Jkeatur. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  joint  resolution  granting  a  pension  to  Snon 
Decatnr,  widow  of  the  late  Oommodote  De- 
catur. 

"  Seiolved  bg  Oie  Senate  and  ffoiue  of  Bmtf'l' 
ativei  of  the  United  State*  of  America  in  Oms"^ 
attembled,  That  Mrs.  Susan  Decatur,  widow  of  m 
late  Commodore  S.  Deoatur,  be  paid  from  '^^^ 
pendon  ftmd  a  penrion  for  five  years,  commwi^ 
from  the  80th  of  June,  1884,  in  conformitj  wiffl  w 
provisions  of  the  act  concenjng  naval  penrionftM 
the  navy  penaon  fimd,  passed  80th  June,  1884  ^ 
said  pension  not  to  be  liable  for  her  respoaailMl"' 
on  aoconnt  of  the  debts  of  her  lata  hnatad;  pro- 
vided that  the  said  pension  shall  cease  on  the  dw" 
or  marriage  of  the  said  Susan  Decatur." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  "Washisotok  to 
am«id  said  resolution  by  striking  out  the  vrMM 
"  the  said  pension  not  to  be  liable  for  her  i«- 
^wnsibilities  on  account  of  the  debts  of  hw 
late  Husband,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  m 
following :  "  and  that  she  be  allowed,  from  wo 
fund,  the  arrearages  of  the  half  pay  of  a  P«* 
obtain  from  the  death  of  Commodore  Decatur 
to  the  80th  June,  1884,  together  witii  the  p*- 
sion  hereby  allowed  her." 

To  which  amendment  the  following  «» 
offered  by  Mr.  Mebom,  and  accepted  by  Bx- 
W. :  "  And  that  the  arrearage  of  said  pension 
be  vested  in  tiie  Seoretarv  of  tiie  Trea«ii7j^«« 
trust,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Susan  Decatm. 

Mr.  WmTTLBsxT,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  comion 
the*  resolution  to  tiie  Committee  on  Saval  Ai- 
fidrs ;  which  was  lost  , 

The  uneDdment  of  Mr.  WASBaaros  was  then 
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agreed  to ;  and  the  reatdntion,  as  amended,  vas 
then  engroesed,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  ooncnrrencse. 


Satubdat,  February  4. 

Settu  in  a  Committee  Boom — Meter*.  Peyton, 

Wiie,  and   WMney :  Statemente  of  Meetrt, 

Peyton  arid  Wue. 

Mr.  Pbtton^  asked  the  indnlgenoe  of  the 
HoQse  to  notice  a  matter  personal  to  himsdt 
which  had  appeared  in  the  ofiSoial  journal  of 
this  morning. 

Leave  being  giren, 

Mr.  Pkttos  said:  The  Hoase  would  bear 
him  witness  that  he  had  not  been  in  the  habit 
of  annoying  them  with  matters  personal  to  him- 
self, which  occurred  out  of  doors.  Now,  how- 
ever, he  felt  bound  to  request  a  moment's  in- 
dulgence, not  so  much  on  his  own  indiridual 
account,  as  because  it  was  due  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  to  the  House  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber. He  (Mr.  P.)  referred  to  a  statement  which 
had  appeared  in  the  Globe  of  this  morning, 
which  was  as  follows : 

"  If  this  statement  be  true,  or  even  approach  the 
truth,  it  is  evident  that  a  gross  outrage  was  com- 
mitted by  Mr.  Pettoh  towards  a  witness  sommoned 
to  testify  before  the  committee,  and  therefore  mider 
its  protec&m ;  and  an  act  of  such  dianapect  to  the 
committee  itself  is  shoold  have  subjected  Mr.  Pct- 
TOH  to  Its  aererest  censure." 

The  statement  of  'Whitney  alluded  to  was  not 
only  untrue,  but  it  did  not  even  approach  the 
truth.  In  answer  to  it,  nothing  more  was  ne- 
oeesary  for  him  to  do  than  simply  to  state  to 
the  House  the  facts  of  the  case,  as  they  i^peared 
upon  the  journal  of  the  committee. 

It  would  be  sufflcient  to  state  that  his  fHend 
ftom  Ohio,  (Mr.  Hameb,)  though  differing  from 
him  (Mr.  P.)  in  politicsj  moved,  on  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  occurrence  m  question,  a  resolution 
of  censure  against  Reuben  M.  Whitney  for  in- 
salting  him,  (Mr.  P.,)  which  pa.<>sed  unanmiously. 
The  committee  had  authorized  him  (Mr.  P.)  to 
publish  this  resolution,  which  he  would  lay  be- 
fbre  the  House. 

Extract  from  the  Joamal  of  the  OmtmUtee  of  Inee*- 
tigaHoriy  J.  Oartand,  Chainnan. 

Wkdjusdat  Janvary  25,  1887. 

"By  Mr.  Peyton. — Quetlion  16.  Did  you  re- 
ceive any  letter  of  recommendation  from  Roger  B. 
Taney,  or  did  he  la  any  manner  oonntenance  or  en- 
wrange  yon  in  apiriying  for  the  igenc;  contemplated, 
or  did  he  poaitiTely  tefliae  to  recommend,  receive,  or 
conntenanee  you  in  that  capacity,  i^le  ha  was  at 
tlM  head  of  the  Tieasoiy  Department? 

"Mr.  WBimsT.— ^nMer.  I  decline  answering 
this  inteiTQgatory ;  more  particularly  as  the  indl- 
vidnal  propounding  it  has  asserted,  poeitivel7  and 
pnblidy,  that  the  rabetance  of  the  latter  part  of  it  is 
true,  beginning  with  'or  did  be,'  &c ;  therefore, 
being  the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper  witness. 
I  think,  injustice,  that  the  indiridnal  who  baa  made 
the  allegation  should  be  called  to  produce  his  proof. 

"The  witness  was  desired  to  withdraw. 


"  Mr.  HuuER  moTed  that  the  foregoing  answer  to 
the  fifteenth  question  b«  returned  to  the  witness, 
being  no  rejij  to  the  intertegatoty,  and  diareepect- 
fld  to  a  member  of  the  committee. 

"  The  witness,  (B.  M.  Whitney,)  immediately  after 
the  passing  of  this  resolution,  was  brought  into  the 
conunittee  room,  out  of  which  he  had  b^n  sent,  and 
the  resolution  of  censure  was  read  to  him,  (R,  H. 
Whitneyj)  and  his  answer  was  returned  to  him.  He 
(R.'M.  Whitney)  apologized  to  the  committee,  and 
took  back  his  answer ;  alter  whidi  he  peaceably  an- 
swered the  next  question  which  was  propounded 
to  Um,  and  such  as  before  he  had  most  indeooroosly 
refiised  to  answer.  This  statement  of  the  simple  iact 
would  at  once  show  who  was  wrong  in  the  occur- 
rence referred  to ;  it  would  diow  the  nnanimoos  de- 
cision of  tlie  committee  to  he  tliat  the  witness  was 
wrong,  and  his  sutisequent  apol<^  was  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  it" 

Having  stated  this  much,  which  be  (Mr.  P.) 
flattered  nimself  was  an  ample  refutation  of  the 
charges  implied  in  the  Globe  and  other  papers, 
perhaps  it  might  not  be  tmnecessary  to  relate 
what  was  the  actual  occurrence  on  the  occasion 
referred  to.  His  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
GABtASD,)  and  every  other  meml>er  of  the  com- 
mittee, would  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that  he 
(Mr.  P.)  had,  in  the  first  instance,  treated  Whit- 
ney with  as  much  courtesy  as  he  would  have 
shown  even  to  Chief  Justice  Marshall  himself, 
if  he  bad  been  alive  and  there ;  and  for  him 
(Mr.  P.)  to  do  BO,  when  the  course  and  conduct 
of  the  man  to  him  (Mr.  P.)  was  considered,  it 
required  on  his  part  no  little  exertion  of  phi- 
losophy.   He,  (Mr.  P.,)  however,  had  done  so. 

From  the  lime  the  witness  (R.  M.  Whitney) 
first  came  into  the  committee  room,  he  (Mr.  P.) 
had  put  about  sixty  questions  in  regular  niooes- 
sion,  and  at  different  times,  to  all  of  which  he 
could  not  get  more  than  ten  or  twelve  answers ; 
the  witness  threw  them  off  contemptuously, 
denoimoing  them  as  inquisitorial ;  and  this  con- 
temptuous course  he  (Whitney)  repeated  day 
after  day,  and  night  after  night.  It  was  mani- 
fest that  he  (R.  M.  Whitney)  had  totally  mis- 
taken the  feelings  which  prompted  bia  (Mr. 
P.'s)  course,  and  from  this  indulgence  in  his 
insolence  he  made  a  miscalculation,  and  went 
at  length  too  far ;  no  doubt  he  imagined  that 
because  his  card  in  the  Globe  had  not  been 
noticed  by  me,  therefore  I  was  to  be  insulted 
with  impunity.  On  the  night  of  the  occurrence 
(said  Mr.  P.)  I  put  to  him  a  question,  in  order 
to  draw  from  him  the  truth  of  my  statement 
which  he  carded  me  for  making ;  the  queetioa 
related  to  Mr.  Taney's  refhsal  to  countenance 
him:  but,  as  on  former  occasions,  the  witness 
would  not  answer,  affirming  that  he  had  a  right 
to  demand  fi-om  me  proof  of  this  matter,  as  I 
had  stated  it  to  be  true.  Sir,  I  suffered  this 
conduct  to  pass  unnoticed  by  me,  both  because 
be  was  a  witness,  and  because  I  did  not  wish  to 
enter  into  persond  dtercation  with  one  who  ia 
as  completely  shielded  from  the  notice  of  all 
honorable  men  by  bis  infamy  a^^-mad  dog  is 
by  his  hydrophobia.  But,  sir,  he  accompanied 
that  answer  with  a  scowl,  a  firown,  an  toBultiog 
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look  of  defiance,  directed  boldlj  to  me  person- 
al];, which  perhaps  no  one  else  then  saw.  I 
appealed,  sir,  immediatelj  to  the  Chair,  to  know 
it  the  witness  shoald  be  permitted  to  insnlt  me ; 
I  walked  up  to  him,  and  said  I  wonld  teach  him 
better  than  to  insnlt  me ;  that  I  wonld  let  him 
know  that  I  required  no  constitutional  privilege 
to  chastise  him  if  he  dared  to  insult  me ;  that, 
if  he  did,  I  wonld  pnt  him  to  death  on  the  spot. 
Sir»  I  used  language  which  was  harsh,  for  I  was 
excited,  as  any  man  would  have  been  who  has 
a  Bonl  within  him  fit  to  be  sared.  The  Chair 
called  to  order,  and  I  took  my  seat.  He  says 
I  drew  8  pistol  npon  him ;  it  is  false.  After  I 
sat  down,  he  rose  and  began  again ;  I  walked 
to  bim  again,  and  he,  at  tiiat  moment,  seemed 
as  if  he  was  about  to  use  a  weapon ;  he  had  his 
band  ii^  his  pocket,  and,  when  I  walked  up  to 
bim,  I  pnt  my  hand  in  my  bosom,  but  I  drew 
nothing  from  it;  every  one  present  believed, 
from  his  attitude,  he  was  armed  with  deadly 
weapons.  My  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise) 
interposed ;  the  witness  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
committee  nnanimonsly  passed  a  resolution  cen- 
soring bis  insulting  behavior.  As  soon  as  I 
could,  sir,  I  made  an  apology,  which  I  felt  doe 
to  the  committee,  for  having  been  transported 
by  snob  provociUion  to  lose  the  momentary 
command  of  my  temper.  The  witdess,  on  being 
agidn  brought  into  the  room,  apologized  for  the 
insnlt,  and  was  afterwards,  as  be  had  been  by 
me  before,  treated  with  perfect  respect,  as  due 
to  his  pontion  as  a  witness.  I  think,  sir,  this 
explanation  and  statement  of  the  facts  is  due  to 
the  committee  and  to  the  Honse ;  the  prompt 
course  adopted  by  the  committee  is  alone  a 
snflScient  refutation  of  the  false  statements 
which  have  rendered  this  explanation  neces- 
sary. I  knew  what  was  due  to  a  witness,  and  I 
felt  what  was  due  to  myself.  I  do  not  envy,  sir, 
that  wretch  his  callousness  and  insensibility, 
wbo,  when  assailed  by  a  mfiSan,  would  not,  with- 
ont  regard  to  who  he  is,  resist,  if  necessary, 
force  by  force.  Grateful  to  the  House  for  the 
indnlgence  which  it  has  accorded  to  me,  I  shall 
not  any  longer  occupy  its  time  unnecessarily. 

Mr.  PxTTON,  having  concluded,  then  resumed 
bis  seat 

The  resolntion  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion was  then  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  WiBB  then  rose  and  sud: 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  request  the  same  indnlgence 
that  has  been  granted  to  my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  Pbttos  ;)  I  request  the  indulgence 
not  80  much  on  my  own  account,  personally,  as 
in  respect  to  the  committee  of  which  I  am  a 
member.  I  wish  to  show  how  the  proceedings 
of  that  committee  have  been  misrepresenteid 
and  belied  by  that  infamous  wretch  who  has 
published  his  card  in  the  Globe.  From  the  first 
moment  be  (R.  M.  Whitney)  came  before  the 
committee,  I  saw,  or  thought  I  saw,  in  what 
his  examination  might  result  before  its  termina- 
tion. It  may  have  been  imagination,  but  I  an- 
ticipated his  intentions  fh>m  the  start  Ho  was 
erioeotly  disposed  to  try  my  friend  from  Ten- 


nessee and  myself.  He  had  felt  his  way,  for 
some  time  before,  in  the  Globe.  He  trieid  our 
patience  there  by  attempting  to  draw  our  atten- 
tion towards  him  by  his  msulting  cards  and 
paragraphs.  We  botli  had  failed  to  take  any 
notice  of  bim ;  we  could  not  recognize  him  as 
a  gentleman  in  any  respect  His  behavior  and 
manner,  when  he  came  before  the  committee, 
was  that  of  a  supercilious,  self-important  con- 
tumacious, and  contemptuous  witness.  His  an- 
swers to  interrogatories  were  given  in  writing. 
He  would  write  bis  answer  i^  the  table,  and 
then,  with  an  impudent  air  of  nonchalance, 
would  fold  his  arms,  cock  up  bis  legs  against 
the  wall,  and  cast  glances,  full  of  defiance  and 
expressive  of  contempt,  at  me  and  my  friend 
from  Tennessee,  as  if  anxious  to  insult  us  by  bis 
looks.  To  all  this  behavior,  sir,  not  a  remark 
was  applied;  no  notice  of  his  insolence  was 
taken ;  we  treated  him  with  quiet  composure 
and  decent  respect,  until,  emboldened  by  oar 
forbearance,  he  went  further ;  he  behaved 
worse ;  he  tried  the  experiment  of  being  per- 
sonal in  his  answer.  His  course,  I  think,  was 
tentative ;  he  wanted  to  see  how  far  he  might 
dare  to  go.  The  night  this  occurrence  happen- 
ed, I  was  sitting,  with  several  of  my  colleagues 
of  the  committee,  on  a  sofa  in  a  corner  of  the 
room,  on  one  side  of  the  fireplace,  conversing 
in  perfect  good  hnmor,  in  a  way  certainly  very 
agreeable  to  myself,  telling  anecdotes  in  whis- 
pers. The  silence  which  reigned  was  broken 
only  at  intervals  by  the  annunciation  of  an  in- 
terrogatory, or  the  reading  of  an  answer.  The 
answer  to  the  question  which  caused  the  affray 
was  announced ;  tiie  attention  of  all  to  the  read- 
ing of  it  was  called.  The  witness  was  sitting  at 
a  table  in  the  comer,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
fireplace  from  the  sofa ;  a  long  table  was  sitting 
in  front  of  the  fireplace ;  tiie  obairman  and  Mr. 
Petton  were  sitting  on  the  side  next  the  fire, 
the  former  towards  the  end  next  the  sofa,  and 
the  latter  towards  the  end  next  the  witness. 
The  clerk  was  sitting  on  the  oppoute  side  of 
the  table.  The  back  of  the  chairman  was  tow- 
ards me,  and  when  he  read  the  answer,  and 
Mr.  Pettok  looked  around,  it  brought  bis  (Mr. 
P.'s)  full  face  towards  me.  As  soon  as  the  an- 
swer was  read,  I  looked  at  my  friend,  and  saw 
he  was  flushed  with  excitement ;  his  face  beam- 
ed with  indignation;  no  one  oonld  mistake  his 
feelings.  Ho  first  addressed  the  ohaimian,  by 
saying,  "Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  you  distinctly 
to  inform  the  witness  that  he  is  not  to  insnlt 
me  here."  He  was  proceeding,  when  I  arooe, 
and  remarked,  "  Mr.  Chairman,  the  d  d  in- 
solence of  this  witness  is  insofferable,  and  has 
been  borne  long  enough."  He  had,  in  fact,  Mr. 
Speaker,  declined  to  answer  one  question  be- 
cause it  was  "  inquisitorial ;  "  and  becanse  an- 
other was  "inqnisitoriol,"  be  declined  to  an- 
swer it  and  had  rung  all  the  changes  npon  that 
word  till,  if  reiteration  could  convince  and  sup- 
ply the  place  of  truth,  one  might  have  belk^ca, 
from  mere  repetition,  that  the  committee  was, 
what  it  baa  Men  denounced  to  be,  worse  than 
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a  Spanish  inquisition  1  Sir,  he  had  received  his 
one. 

Bat  to  proceed :  My  friend  rose  as  I  ottered 
these  words  respecting  the  witness,  pnt  nie 
hack  with  his  arm,  and  said,  "  This  is  my  busi- 
ness. Wise;  not  yonrs."  And  he  wallced 
strtught  np  to  the  witness  where  he  sat,  and 
said  to  lum  nearly  these  words — I  will  en- 
deavor to  give  his  very  words,  however  Iiarsh : 
"Ton  talk  abont  my  shielding  myself  behind 
my  oonstitntioiial  privileges.  Now,  I  tell  yon 
that  I  claim  no  oonstitational  privileges  to  pro- 
tect me  from  your  insults  in  my  presence ;  and 
yon  d— — d  thief  and  robber,  if  you  dare  to  in- 
salt  me,  here  or  elsewhere,  to  my  face,  I  will 
pot  you  to  death  on  die  spot!"  The  chairman 
had  called  me  to  order,  and  I  had  sat  down ; 
b«  immediately  called  my  friend  back  to  his 
seat;  for  it  is  but  due,  Hr.  Speaker,  to  the 
chairman  to  say  that  he  has  done  his  duty,  in 
all  req>ect8,  on  that  committee.  My  friend  took 
his  seat,  when  the  witness  rose,  and  began  to 
say,  "  I&.  Ohurman,  I  have  been  snmmoned  to 
appear  before  this  committee,  and  I  claim  its 

protection" He  did  not  finish  the  sentence, 

before  my  fKend  rose  and  told  him  to  sit  down. 
"Bit  down,  sirl  yon  have  no  right  to  speak 
here  but  in  writing,  and  yon  shall  not  ntter  a 

word ;  if  yoo  speak  another  word,  I  will " 

Sir,  I  do  not  remember  here  exactly  what  he 
Bsdd  he  would  do;  he  used  many  harsh  epi- 
thets, soch  as  "  d d  scoundrel."  The  wit- 
ness ottered  not  a  word,  but  he  was  standing, 
and  immediately  advanced  his  left  foot,  and 
pot  his  right  hand  in  his  pantaloons  right 
pocket.  I  was  standing  then  immediately  be- 
nind  my  friend,  and  seeing  Whitney  assome  this 
attitude,  I  walked  quickly  aroond  &e  end  of  the 
table,  near  to  Whitney's  left  side.  I  expected 
him  id  draw  a  deadly  weiqwn  on  my  fnend.  I 
watched  the  motion  of  that  right  arm,  the  elbow 
of  which  could  be  seen  by  me ;  and,  had  it 
moved  one  inch,  he  had  died  apon  the  spot  I 
That  was  my  determination.  Let  me  not  be 
misunderstood  or  misrepresented.  I  mean  to 
say  that,  if  he  had  drawn  his  deadly  weapon 
on  my  fHend,  it  should  never  have  done  Its  ex- 
ecution. I  considered  my  fHend  in  imminent 
danger,  and  stood  prepared  to  arrest  it — ^to  pre- 
vent his  life  from  being  taken  by  a  villain,  who 
wore  every  appearance  and  assumed  the  very 
attitude  of  an  insidious  assassin.  Happily  I  had 
no  occasion  to  interpose,  but  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner to  force  my  friend  away,  who  had,  seeing 
the  position  of  the  witness,  pnt  his  hand  in  his 
bosom.  I  stepped  in  between  them,  took  bold 
of  Ifr.  Petton,  caught  him  by  his  wustooat, 
and  closed  it.  I  told  him  Whitney's  blood  was 
not  worth  spilling,  and  was  not  fit  to  stain  any 
man — he  was  not  worthy  of  his  notice.  My 
fHend  sat  down,  saying,  "  Yes,  he  is  worth  my 
notice  when  he  comes  to  my  face  and  insults 
me.  I  would  notice  any  d— — d  dog!"  The 
chairman  expostulated  with  him,  and  my  friend 
replied,  "  Ton  have  not  seen  him,  sir ;  he  has 
been  looking  at  me — ^looking  at  me,  sir ;  and  he 


shall  not  look  at  me  again!  I  submit  it  to  yoo, 
sir,  whether  I  have  not  treated  him  as  if  he 
were  a  gentleman."  The  Ohur  remonstrated 
against  further  disorder.  Whitney  had  not  ot- 
tered a  word  after  he  was  ordered  by  my  friend 
to  be  silent,  and  did  not  until  after  he  had  re- 
tired and  returned  to  the  committee  room.  Mr. 
Hamks  had  been  speaking;  the  witness  was 
requested  to  retire.  Mr.  Haios  offered  the 
resmotion  yon  have  heard  read ;  it  passed  onan- 
imonsly ;  witness  was  called  in ;  the  chairman 
returned  him  his  offensive  answer,  and  informed 
him  of  the  resolution,  and  he  immediately  said : 
"Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  have  been  disrespeotftal  to 
'the  committee,  I  regret  it,  sir,  and  apologize 
for  it."  The  clerk  took  down  his  words  imme- 
diately, unknown  to  most  of  the  members,  and 
the  committee,  afterwards,  when  Mr.  HAxra 
was  about  to  move  to  insert  the  witness's  ^>ol- 
ogy,  withdrew  his  motion,  because  the  commit- 
tee concurred  unanimously,  I  thought,  that  the 
clerk  had  correctly  recorded  it  already.  Thai 
ended  the  whole  afiiair. 

I  went  to  the  chairman,  to  Mr.  Hahkb,  Mr. 
Mabtin,  and  Mr.  Fairfixld,  all,  I  think,  ot  the 
committee,  and  begged  them  not  to  adjourn 
until  my  friend's  excitement  entirely  subsided. 
I  suggested  that  he  should  be  permitted  to  ask 
another  question  or  two,  and  that  the  commit- 
tee should  discharge  the  witness  before  it  ad- 
journed ;  so  that  Mr.  Pitton  mi^t  become 
calm,  and  not  retire  at  the  same  time  with  the 
witness.  This  course  was  adopted,  and  sncoesa- 
ftally  pursued.  Whitney  came  back  into  the 
oonunittee  room,  after  he  had  retired,  entirely 
humbled,  I  thought,  and  answered  the  ne^ 
question  propounded  in  the  only  becoming  man- 
ner he  exhibited  at  all.  Such,  sir,  is  a  troe 
statement  of  the  whole  transaction,  and  such 
was  the  part  in  it  which  I  bore.  I  put  it  to  the 
members  of  the  committee  to  say  whether  what 
Whitney  has  published  of  my  conduct  on  that 
occasion  is  correct ;  whether,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  my  first  denunciation  of  his  insolence, 
and  of  my  after  expression  that  he  was  not 
worthy  of  notice,  my  interpoBition  was  not 
peaceral.  Sir,  I  acted  on  the  occasion  the  part 
of  a  pacificator.  He  says  I  approached  him 
with  my  friend  to  ogle  him  and  frown  him 
down.  It  is  true  I  did  approach  him,  and  eye 
him,  when  I  suspected  his  design  to  draw  a 
wewon ;  I  stood  ready  and  watchful  to  protect 
my  friend  |  bat  I  call  upon  every  gentleman  on 
the  committee,  of  all  parties,  friend  or  foe,  to 
say  whether  I  have  not  stated  the  fiuits  troly. 
I  say  that  no  part  or  parcel,  jot  or  tittle,  of  the 
statement  of  that  infamous  wretch  (Whitney) 
is  true,  except  the  one  statement  of  the  ques- 
tion and  answer.  He  states  nothing  as  it  oc- 
curred, and  something  that  did  not  ocoar  at  alL 
I  call  upon  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  who 
should  oe  the  best  witness,  to  say  if  these  are 
not  the  facts. 

Mr.  Oablaitd,  of  Virginia,  said  that  it  was 
extremely  unpleasant  to  him  at  any  time,  and 
under  any  ciroum^anoes,  to  make  a  statement 
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in  nferenoe  to  a  personal  eontrofersj- ;  but, 
from  the  Tarioas  naec,  in  Tarions  directions, 
wliicb  had  been  (riven  to  the  tranaaotion  referred 
to  hj  his  colleagne,  (Mr.  Wub,)  he  thought  it 
due  to  the  committee,  to  the  House,  and  to  the 
eonntrT-,  that  a  correct  statement  should  be 
made.  Mr.  6.  said,  without  expressing  an;' 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  "  card  "  referred  to,  or 
anjr  other  part  of  the  transaction,  he  would 
8iin{d]r  say  that  the  statement  of  the  facts  and 
oirenmstuices  related  by  his  colleagne  were 
snbatantially  correct,  and  detailed  venr  much 
as  they  h^ipened.  Some  things  stated  he  did 
not  see ;  others  occurred  which  were  omitted, 
not  affecting  the  substantial  correctness  of  the 
narrative.  Mr.  O.  said  he  did  not  see  the  scowl 
and  contemptuous  look  which  the  gentieman 
from  Tennessee  states  Mr.  Whitney  to  have 
given  him;  his  eyes  were  turned  in  another 
oireation  at  the  time  it  is  said  to  have  happen- 
ed; bat  he  distinctiy  remembers  hearing  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  complain  of  it  at  the 
time,  and  as  the  principal  cause  of  his  excite- 
ment. Mr.  6.  said  the  occurrence  was  very 
•udden,  and  the  gentleman  fh>m  Tennessee  was 
certainly  very  much  excited.  He  said  that, 
with  a  view  to  restore  quiet,  he  stated  to  Mr. 
Whitney  that  a  question  would  arise  as  to  the 
disposition  of  his  answer,  and  that  he  must  re- 
tire; which  he  did.  After  Mr.  Whitney  had 
left  the  room,  Mr.  Pxtton  became  more  tran- 
quil, apologized  to  the  committee,  and  stated 
that  he  had  been  very  much  excited  on  account 
of  the  insult  which  he  regarded  as  having  been 

gven  him  in  the  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and 
«  soowl  and  contemptuous  look  with  which 
it  was  accompanied.  Mr.  Whitney  was  then 
called  in,  and  the  resolution  of  the  committee 
In  reference  to  his  answer  read  to  him ;  he  then 
apologized  to  the  committee  in  the  terms  con- 
tained in  the  copy  of  the  Journal  of  the  commit- 
tee just  read. 

Mr.  OnxET  said  he  rose  but  to  make  a  few 
•nggestions.  The  situation  in  which  he  stood, 
as  a  member  of  the  Select  Oommittee,  required 
him  to  make  a  few  remarks,  lest  his  silence 
should  be  miso<Histrued.  It  would  be  obvious 
to  all  who  frequently  attend  our  courts  of  jus- 
tice, that  it  is  nardly  possible  for  nine  persons 
to  witoess  a  transaction,  and  all  concur  in  giv- 
ing their  testimony  concerning  it,  though  all 
might  be  equally  and  perfectly  honest.  Each 
would  remember  the  part  that  made  the  strong- 
est impression  on  his  mind^one  would  pay 
more  attention  to  the  words  spoken,  while  an- 
other would  particularly  noto  tne  gestures.  He 
much  doubted  whether,  if  each  member  of  the 
oommittee  should  retire  to  his  room,  and  write 
ont  what  he  recollected  of  the  transaction  in 
the  committer  room,  any  two  would  be  found 
to  agree  upon  the  order  and  details  of  it.  It 
would  not  be  strange  if  they  differed  as  much 
in  their  accounts  as  Mr.  Whitney  differed  in  his 
with  eithersentleman  who  had  spoken  on  this 
•abject  This  disagreement  of  persons  in 
their  accounts  of  what  had  tnmq)ired  was  per- 


fectly reconcilable  with  honest  intentions;  coo- 
seqnently,  he  should  not  impeach  the  character 
of  members  of  the  committee,  or  of  the  witness 
who  was  before  them,  if  all  did  not  ooncor  in 
the  order  and  details  of  what  had  transpirei 
Unless  we  can  agree  among  ourselves  as  to  that 
occurrence,  we  could  not,  with  any  propriety, 
condemn  one  who  differed  no  more  from  as 
than  we  among  ourselves. 

He  had  just  come  in  from  the  committee 
room,  and  did  not  understand  how  this  discns- 
sion  arose,  nor  the  precise  olject  that  vsi  in 
view.  He  presumed  it  was  intended  to  put  the 
House  and  country  in  possession  of  an  accomte 
and  true  account  of  what  occurred  iMtireen  Ur. 
Peyton  and  Mr.  Whitney.  As  so  many  jarring 
accounts  had  gone  forth,  such  a  desire  is  not 
without  reason  in  its  favor.  He  had  not  heard 
the  accounts  given  by  those  who  preceded  him, 
and  hence  he  could  not  say  whether  those  ao- 
counts  were  in  accordance  with  his  ovn  reod- 
lection  or  not.  It  was  no  part  of  his  porpose 
to  express  an  opinion  at  tlus  time  of  the  cor- 
rectnest  <rf  the  statements  of  others,  and  cer- 
tainly none  in  relation  to  statements  which  he 
had  heard  only  in  part.  Nor  would  be  now 
express  any  opinion  concerning  the  card  of  Mr. 
Whitney.  The  gentleman  from  Yirg^ma  (Ur. 
Wisb)  had  a  day  or  two  ago  given  notice  to  the 
oommittee  that,  when  the  report  should  be 
made  to  the  House,  as  he  understood  him,  he 
should  bring  up  the  subject  of  that  card,  and 
should  deny  the  truth  of  all,  except  the  copies 
of  the  question  and  answer.  At  that  time,  and 
not  at  the  present,  he  expected  this  matter 
would  oome  up  as  a  subiect  of  discussion.  Be 
thought  the  committee  had  not  generally  a- 
pected  it  to  oome  np  to-day,  and  he  believed 
they  were  not  generally  in ;  but  if  they  were, 
he  strongly  doubted  the  propriety  of  members 
rising  in  their  places  and  making  verbal  reports 
of  what  they  recollectod.  He  thought  it  betttr 
that  the  committee  should  agree  among  them- 
selves, as  far  as  they  were  capable  of  doing  so, 
as  to  what  had  transpired,  and  present  it  in  a 
tangible  and  definite  shape,  so  that  it  woold 
command  credence  wherever  it  went  _Vhen 
the  committee  shall  agree,  the  country  will  feel 
an  assurance  that  they  have  arrived  at  the 
truth. 

If  we  cannot  agree  upon  the  facts,  how,  ar, 
are  those  who  report  what  we  now  Bay_  to 
agree?  Will  every  reporter  and  letter-writer 
give  the  same  account  of  what  we  affirm  in  the 
matter?  He  thongbt  he  hazarded  nothing  m 
saying,  not  two  of  all  these  would  agree.  B 
will  be  the  same  with  others  who  hear  what 
we  now  say.  Nay,  sir,  before  we  leave  thu 
House  a  difference  of  recollection  will  be  found 
to  prevail  as  to  what  we  have  said.  By  to- 
morrow we  shall  find  a  very  wide  difference  in 
this  respect  As  the  news  of  the  debate  spreads, 
these  differences  will  multiply  in  proportion  to 
the  distance  they  travel,  and  all  will  rcmsin  m 
uncertainty.  Newspaper  readers  will  fell  in** 
the  errors  of  the  publishers,  and  while  one  part 
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of  the  community  will  believe  one  aocoant, 
other  portions  may  equally  beliere  others,  and 
aU  vide  from  the  truth.  From  these,  among 
other  considerations,  he  thought  this  manner 
of  placing  this  matter  before  the  public  was 
highly  exceptionable. 

He  had  entlrelv'  abstwied  from  stating  one 
irord  of  what  did  occur,  as  he  recollect^  it. 
Before  he  sat  down,  he  should  propose  a  reso- 
lution in  these  words : 

lUtolved,  That  the  select  committee,  of  whidi  the 
honorable  Jjlhes  0.uu.Ain>  is  chairman,  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  the  facts  In  relation  to  the 
difficulty  that  occurred  between  Ur.  Pzttoh,  a  mem- 
ber of  that  coimnittee,  and  Hr.  Whitney,  a  witness 
called  before  that  committee,  while  said  witness  was 
under  examination. 

He  did  not  know  that  the  Honse  was  desirous 
of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  occnrrenoe 
referred  to  ;  but  if  it  was,  he  thought  this  wonld 
be  a  suitable  and  propei'  manner  of  obtaining 
the  facts.  The  narrative  nven  by  the  witness 
had  been,  he  understood  vom  those  who  had 
listened  to  gentlemen  who  preceded  him,  ob- 
jected to  as  inaccurate  or  untrue.  If  the  com- 
mittee be  required  to  report  the  facts,  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  statement  would  be  tested.  This 
iroold  be  doing  Jnstioe  to  its  author  and  to  the 
objectors.  Then  the  public  mind,  which  is 
feverish  with  continued  excitement  on  ques- 
tions of  a  disputed  character,  would  be  tran- 
quillized and  settled  on  one  at  least  Continual 
talking  on  the  subject  would  no  more  settle  this 
qnestion  than  it  had  settled  those  which  the 
committee  were  ordered  to  inquire  about. 
Tmei,  the  committee  cannot,  perhaps,  report 
the  intentions  of  those  who  were  the  principal 
actors  in  the  scene.  He  had  understood  these 
intentions,  in  whole  or  inpart,  had  been  already 
communicated  to  the  Bouse.  He  presumed 
those  who  had  gone  largely  into  details  did  not 
intentionally  give  more  than  what  was  recol- 
lected ;  and  he  wonld  say  that  he  had  not  yet 
heard  it  alleged  by  any  one  that  Mr.  Whitney's 
account  had  been  amplified  beyond  the  truth, 
except  in  a  single  word  in  the  relation  of  what 
h«  said  after  he  returned  to  the  committee.  He 
should  not  express  any  personal  wish  as  to  the 
dispositioa  of  this  matter.  If  its  importance 
entitled  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  he 
thought  the  same  reasons  would  impel  us  to 
seek  the  undisputed  truth,  and  place  it  before 
the  public;  and  by  that  let  those  who  have 
made  statements  be  Judged. 

This  endorsing  or  denying  the  allegations  of 
others  was  what  he  did  not  intend  to  do.  The 
matter  affirmed  to  be  true  or  untrue  might  he 
miareported,  and  the  affirmation  be  made  to 
cover  statements  never  intended  to  be  vouched 
for  or  denied.  From  difEbrenoea  in  recollection 
new  controversies  might  arise,  giving  birth  to 
feelings  not  to  be  designedly  promote  by  this 
House,  and  not  productive  of  good  anywhere. 
Thus  &r,  he  understood,  the  statements  of  facts 
had  been  mingled  with  much  other  matter  not 
well  calcolated  to  enable  others  to  tmderstand 


them.  If  the  committee  should  report  the  facta, 
they  wonld  not  be  interspersed  with  biting  and 
criminating  epithets  hewed  upon  the  witness, 
having  nothing  to  do  with  what  transpired  in 
the  committee  room.  He  thought  the  true  way 
of  arriving  at  the  truth  was  to  call  for  it  in  an 
anthentao  form,  and  then  the  House  could  judge 
where  the  blame  ought  to  rest  This  he  bought 
due  to  all  parties,  and  could  not  fairly  be  ob- 
jected to  by  any  one.  He  therefore  would 
send  to  the  Speaker  the  resolution  which  he 
had  read,  and  ask  the  House  to  adopt  it 

[This  motion,  the  reception  of  it  being  ob- 
jected to,  was  not  in  order  at  this  time.] 

Mr.  Wisx  then  again  rose  to  conclude  his  re- 
marks, which  he  had  not  finished  before  ILt. 
GiLUET  rose.  He  said :  Sir,  in  continuation  <^ 
my  statement,  I  have  to  remark  that  my  fiiend 
from  Tennessee  is  pardonable  for  much  he  said 
and  did  on  that  occadon.  He  spoke  many 
harsh  words,  but  under  the  strongest  excite- 
ment We  both  looked  upon  Renlxm  M.  Whit- 
ney as  a  base  minion  of  executive  power^  who 
went  there  with  a  pre-determination  to  insult 
us.     He   came,   backed   and   endorsed,   and 

C opted  by  the  highest  authority,  to  Drew- 
and  taunt  us,  and  to  trample -upon  tJie 
power  of  a  committee  constitutionally  nused  hj 
the  representatives  of  the  people  to  detect  and 
expose  his  viUanons  connection  with  the  exec- 
utive branch  of  the  Grovemment  My  friend 
regarded  the  wretch  as  a  mere  aueat.  a  miser- 
aUe  tool  of  others — others  the  highest  m  power. 
It  was  too  much,  sir,  to  suffer  his  authorized 
insults.  My  friend  did  not  treat  him  as  an 
e^nal ;  hut  he  was  transported  with  passion  at 
his  insolence  and  effi:t>ntery.  He  did  and  said 
many  thin^  which  became  not  himaelf,  bat 
which  Whitney  richly  deserved.  As  soon  aa 
he  became  calm  and  cool,  he  apologized  to  tb» 
committee  in  the  most  respectful  terms. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gnui) 
says  tlut  "many  things  which  Whitney  says 
are  true."  I  repeat,  sir,  that  no  part  or  parcel, 
jot  or  tittle,  of  his  statement,  except  the  que^ 
tion  and  answer,  is  true ;  it  is  wholly  false  in 
matter  and  manner ;  in  fact,  and  coloring,  and 
context — emphatically  false—false  in  italics  1 
His  statement  as  to  his  apology  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  committee,  I  venture  to  say,  no 
member  of  the  committee  will  vouch ;  and  that 
he  makes  especially  a  marked  statement  by 
words  in  italics.  In  this  he  is  wilfully  md 
brazenly  false;  and  no  member  on  the  com* 
mittee  can  endorse  his  statement  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Giluit)  says  he  will 
not  undertake  here  to  make  a  statement  Sir, 
I  care  not  whether  he  does  or  not  I  have  my 
statement  confirmed  by  my  honorable  colleagne, 
(Mr.  Gabland,)  and  that  is  all  I  want  It  may 
be,  sir — ^I  do  not  say  it  is  so — but  it  may  be 
likely,  that  some  gendeman  who  was  present  so 
lost  his  wits  on  the  oocauon  that  he  could  not 
make  a  statement  if  he  were  to  try  I  Now,  it 
is  proposed  to  couple  the  name  of  my  friend 
in  a  resolution  with  that  of  B.  M.  Whitney. 
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I  hope,  ^,  the  Hooae  vill  not  so  degrade  my 
friend,  by  the  assooiatioa  even  <»  names. 
What!  couple  the  name  of  a  villain,  pensioned 
for  his  perjury,  with  the  name  of  Bauk  Pbttott, 
in  the  same  resolution  1  Sir,  if  you  had  been 
present  and  witnessed  the  scene  of  that  night, 
you  would  have  been  struck  with  the  immense 
difference  between  the  two  men.  I  will  tell 
Ton  what  you  would  have  seen:  you  wonld 
have  seen  the  high  elevation  of  an  honest, 
bold,  courageous,  manly,  noble  disposition, 
above  a  low,  base,  cowering,  cowardly,  dis- 
honest wretch  I  That,  sir,  was  the  only  spec- 
tacle yon  would  have  seen.  And  I  say,  sir,  let 
those  of  the  two  classes  of  spirits  then  present 
be  respectively  consorted  together  and  assimi- 
lated to  each  other  I 

Mr.  Haiixb  (a  member  of  the  committee) 
said  that  he  should  not  detain  the  House  with 
any  remarks  of  his,  were  it  not  for  an  observa- 
tion that  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  PiTTON,)  and  had  been  repeated  by 
the  gentleman  fh)m  Virginia  who  last  occu|Hed 
the  floor,  (Mr.  Wise.)  They  had  stated  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  notified  the 
members  of  the  committee,  that  when  this 
subject  came  before  the  Honse,  he  wonld  call 
upon  them  to  pronounce  Mr.  Whitney's  card 
false  in  eveij  part,  except  so  mnch  as  related  to 
the  proceedmgs  of  the  committee.  If  he  (Mr. 
H.)  now  remained  silent,  after  what  had  oo- 
oorred,  it  might  be  inferred  that  he  had  borne 
testimony  to  the  falsehood  so  charged.  He  did 
not  intend  that  any  such  inference  should  be 
drawn.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Gillkt,)  that  no  nine  indi- 
viduals who  might  be  present  at  an  affair  of 
this  kind  could  be  found,  who  wonld  afterwards 
state  all  the  details  alike ;  and  at  this  time  he 
wonld  not  go  into  details.  As  to  Mr.  Whitney's 
"  card,"  he  wonld  neither  pronounce  it  true 
nor  false.  He  had,  as  he  stated  in  conversation 
with  the  gentleman  fit>m  Virginia  the  other 
day,  read  it  but  hastily,  when  it  fint  n>peared ; 
and  he  had  not  taken  the  trouble  to  look  at  it 
since.  But^  as  he  was  up,  he  would  say  that 
without  going  into  particulars,  the  outlmes  of 
tiie  transaction,  as  given  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  and  the  gentleman  fh>m  Virginia, 
were  substantially  correct 

He  thought  it  due  to  himself  to  state  what 
had  been  his  own  course  in  the  matter.  When 
the  excitement  took  place,  and  the  honorable 
obairman  called  "  order,"  he  (Mr.  H.)  rose  and 
commoiced  making  a  speech,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  aid  the  chairman  in  ]^roduoing 
oirder  out  of  disorder.  He  had  continued  upon 
th«  floor,  occasionaDy  interrupted  by  other  gen- 
tiemen,  until  he  closed  his  remarks  by  submit- 
ting the  resolution  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  committee.  He  thonght  the 
testuution  doe  to  the  committee,  due  to  the 
individual  member  involved,  and  due  to  the 
witness  himsdf,  who  had  in  some  measure  pro- 
Toked  what  followed. 

His  (Mr.  H.'s)  opinion  was,  that  a  witness 


called  before  a  committee,  having  an  interro- 
gatory propounded  to  him,  ought  either  to 
answer  or  to  decline.  If  lie  declined  answer- 
ing a  question,  that  was  enough.  He  had  no 
ri^t  to  proceed  further,  and  make  remarks 
about  the  committee,  or  an  individual  memlwr 
of  it,  which  were  of  a  personal  character,  or 
which  reflected  upon  them  in  any  manner  dis- 
respectfully. Sucn  a  practice  could  not  be 
tolerated,  and  the  committee  were  unanimood; 
of  that  opinion. 

After  this  sudden  gust  of  passion,  this  mo- 
mentary excitement,  ue  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee expressed  his  regret,  and  apolopzed  to 
the  committee  for  what  had  taken  place  on  bis 
part.  The  witness  was  called  back,  and  apolo- 
gized to  the  committee  for  any  thinghe  had 
done  of  a  disrespectful  character,  lie  (Mr. 
H.)  had  hoped  the  whole  matter  would  hare 
remained  there ;  but  it  seemed  that  by  some 
means  it  had  got  out,  and  was  travelling  tbrongli 
the  countiT  in  the  newspapers.  False  and 
exaggerated  statements,  in-  regard  to  it,  were 
no  doubt  circulated  in  public  jonmals;  and 
although  he  deprecated  all  discnsdoos  of  this 
sort,  yet  he  thonght  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee perfectiy  justiflable  in  bringing  the 
subject  before  the  Honse,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  statement  in  his  own  defence. 

Having  said  thus  much,  he  would  troahle 
the  House  no  farther. 


Monday,  February  6. 
Preiidential  EUetian — Counting  the  Votm. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
informing  the  House  of  its  concurrence  in  the 
report  of  the  Joint  committee  appointed  to  ccm- 
sider  and  report  upon  the  mode  of  coontiiig 
out  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  TaoitAS  moved  that  the  Honse  concnr 
with  the  Senate  in  the  report  and  resolutions 
thereto  appended,  as  reported  by  hhn  to  this 
Honse  on  Saturday  evening,  as  follows : 

"  The  oommittee  on  the  part  of  the  Honse  of  Kq)- 
resentatives,  'appointed  to  join  sacfa  comnittee  •• 
mi^t  be  ^>pointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the  Totes 
for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States;  of  notifying  the  persons  elected  of  the^ 
election ;  and  also  to  inquire  into  the  expedient?  w 
ascertaining  whether  any  votes  were  giTen  at  tta 
recent  election  contnry  to  the  prohibition  contained 
in  the  second  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  con- 
stitntion ;  and,  if  any  sudi  votes  were  given,  ^ 
ou^  tobedonewift  them;  and  wheflicrany«w 
wlMt  i»ovidon  oogfat  to  be  made  for  securing  w 
fiidthful  observance  in  Aiture  of  that  section  of  the 
constitution,'  report: 

"That  the  short  period  at  whiA  theymw^; 
pointed  before  the  day  on  which  the  votes  for  PW"- 
dent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  bw» 
to  be  counted,  has  prevented  tliem  from  Investiganng 
the  acta  submitted  to  their  examination  as  f'^J^ 
mi(^t  have  been  done,  had  more  time  been  allowei 
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Tbe  corrreRpondence  vhkh  has  taken  place  between 
the  diaiiman  of  the  oommittee  md  the  heads  of  the 
fffsrent  departments  of  the  execntiTe  branch  of  the 
GoTenunent  accompaniea  this  report,  from  whidi  it 
qipears  that  Isaac  Waldmn,  who  was  an  elector  in 
Kew  Hampshire,  was,  at  the  time  of  Iiis  appointment 
as  elector,  president  of  a  depodt  banic  at  Forts- 
Douth,  and  was  appointed  and  acting  as  pension 
^gent,  withoot  compensation,  under  the  authority  of 
toe  United  States ;  that,  in  two  cases,  persons  of  the 
same  names  widi  the  individuals  who  were  appointed 
and  Toted  as  electors  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
held  the  offices  of  deputy  postmasters  under  the 
General  GoTemment  It  also  appears  that  in  New 
Hampsfaire  there  is  one  ease ;  in  Connecticut  ther« 
is  one  case ;  in  North  Carolina  there  is  one  case ;  in 
wliicfa,  ttom  the  report  of  the  Fostma8t»  General,  it 
is  prol)able  that,  at  the  time  of  appointment  of  elec- 
tots  in  these  States,  reflectively,  the  electors,  or 
peasoos  of  the  same  names,  were  deputy  postmasters. 
Tlie  committee  have  not  ascertained  whether  the 
electors  are  the  same  individuals  who  held,  or  are 
pRsamed  to  have  held,  the  offices  of  deputy  post- 
asBters  at  the  time  when  the  appointment  of  electora 
WW  made ;  and  this  is  the  less  to  be  regretted,  as  it 
is  confidently  believed  thut  no  change  in  the  result 
sf  the  election  of  either  the  President  or  Vice  Fresi- 
dat  would  be  alfiected  by  the  ascertainment  of  the 
bet  in  either  way,  as  five  or  six  votes  only  would  in 
any  event  be  abstracted  from  the  whole  number ;  for 
the  committee  cannot  adopt  the  opinion  entertained 
by  aome,  that  a  single  ill^al  vote  would  vitiate  the 
wfaole  dectonl  vote  of  the  odlege  of  electors  in 
wfaicfa  it  was  given,  particularly  in  cases  where  the 
wote  of  the  wbole  college  has  been  given  for  the  same 
peraona 

"  Tbe  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  second 
Ketioa  of  the  second  article  of  the  constitution, 
wrhich  declares  that '  no  Senator,  or  Representative, 
or  person  bedding  an  office  of  tnut  or  profit  under 
the  United  States,  diall  be  appointed  an  elector,' 
oa^  to  be  carried  in  its  whole  spirit  into  rigid  exe- 
cotioa  in  order  to  prevent  officers  of  the  General 
Goremraent  Ihxn  bruKing  their  official  power  to  In- 
floence  the  elections  of  Preadent  and  Vice  President 
of  tlie  United  States.  This  provision  of  the  consti- 
tBtkm,  it  is  believed,  exdudes  and  disqualifies  deputy 
poAnasters&om  the  appointment  of  electors,  and  the 
(fiaqoalification  relates  to  the  time  of  the  appoint- 
ments ;  and  that  a  rengnation  of  the  office  of  deputy 
poacmaster,  after  his  q^>ointment  as  elector,  would 
not  entitle  him  to  vote  as  elector  under  the  constitu- 
tuo. 

"  Should  a  case  occur  in  which  it  became  neces- 
any  to  ascertain  and  determine  upon  the  qualifica- 
tioBB  of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  the  important  question  would  be 
presented — ^what  tribunal  would,  under  the  constitu- 
tion, be  competent  to  decide  f  Whether  the  respee- 
tire  colleges  of  electors  in  the  different  States  should 
dedde  upon  the  qualifications  of  their  own  members, 
«r  Congress  should  exerdse  the  power,  is  a  <|aes- 
tion  wUch  the  committee  are  of  opinion  ought  to 
be  settled  by  a  permanent  proviuon  upon  the  sub- 
ject 

"  The  committee  at  present,  and  m  port,  report 
die  foUowing  resolutions : 

"  Saolved,  That  tbe  two  Houses  shall  assemble  in 
the  chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
Wednesday  next  at  12  o'clock,  and  the  President  of 
tbe  Senate  dMll  be  the  presidiDg  officer;  timtone 


penon  be  appointed  a  teller  on  the  pott  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  two  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, to  make  a  list  of  the  votes  as  they  sfaoU  be 
declared ;  that  the  result  shall  be  ddivered  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  announce  the  state 
of  the  vote,  and  tbe  persons  elected,  to  the  two 
Houses  assembled  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  deemed 
a  declaration  of  the  persons  elected  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States ;  and,  together 
with  a  list  of  votes,  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  the 
two  Houses. 

"  Baolvtd,  That,  in  relation  to  the  vote  of  Kichi- 
gan,  if  the  counting  or  omitting  to  count  them  shall 
not  essentially  change  the  result  of  the  election,  tiiey 
shall  be  reported  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  in 
the  f<dlowing  manner :  Were  the  votes  of  Michigan 
to  be  count^  the  result  would  be,  for  A  B  for  Fi«s- 

ident  of  the  United  States,  votes;  if  not 

counted  for  A  B  for  President  of  the  United  States, 
votes ;  but,  in  either  event,  A  B  is  elected 


President  of  the  United  States.    And  in  the  same 
manner  for  Vice  President." 

Mr.  Mbbobb  was  understood  to  moke  an  in- 
qniry  of  the  chairman  (Ux.  Thomas)  in  relation 
to  the  fact,  whether  any  votes  have  heen  given 
by  persons  not  competent,  nnder  the  Conmta- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  to  vote  as  electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President 

Mr.  Thomas  said  a  few  words  in  explanation. 
The  committee,  on  investigation,  had  fonnd 
that  there  were  three  individaals  in  North 
Carolina,  one  in  New  Hampshire,  and  one  in 
Connecticut,  elected  to  the  electoral  college, 
who  bore  the  same  name  with  those  of  indi- 
vidaals who  were  deputy  postmasters  nnder 
the  General  Government ;  and  the  impression 
on  the  minds  of  the  oommittee  was,  that  they 
were  consequently  the  same  individuals. 

The  resolutions  were  then  severally  concurred 
in  without  a  dividon. 

AhoUtion  of  SUsctry  in  the  Dittriet  of  Colum- 
bia—Petition* from  the  Female*  of  Twenip- 
eight  Tovmi  in  Nea  Eampthire. 
Petitions  and  memorials  being  called  for  in 
the  order  of  States  and  Territories, 

Mr.  CcsBiKo  said  he  was  charged  with  a 
commission  of  some  delioaoy,  respecting  which 
he  craved  the  indulgence  of  the  Hoose.  It 
happened  that  in  his  district  the  fair  sex  greatiy 
outnumbered  the  other,  and  the  better  half  of 
creation  was  no  half  at  all ;  it  was  two-thirds ; 
80  that  he  was  probably  the  immediate  repre- 
sentative of  more  ladiee  than  any  other  member 
of  the  House.  In  obedience  to  the  wishes  of 
his  fair  constituents,  whom  it  was  at  all  times 
bis  pleasure  to  serve,  he  had  to  present  petitions 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  in  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  from 
8,824  ladies  of  the  city  of  Lowell  and  the  towns 
of  Amesbury,  Andover,  Haverhill,  Newbury- 
port,  Reading,  and  Salisbury,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts. 

These  petitions  were  accordingly  received 
and  laid  on  the  table,  without  debate  or  com- 
mitment, under  tiie  resolution  of  the  House. 
Mr.  0.  said  he  bad  now  to  beg  pardon 
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of  the  geDtleman  from  Kew  Hampehlre,  his 
nearest  neighbor  at  home,  (Mr.  Cubhmak,)  for 
appearing  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  that 
gentleman's  conoems.  He  (Mr.  Oushino)  was 
not  aware  that  the  ladies  of  New  Hampshire 
had  any  general  objection  to  the  propounding 
of  the  previou*  que*ti«n;  bat,  on  tnis  oocasion, 
thex  had  distingnished  him  with  their  pre- 
ference, so  far  as  to  desire  to  make  him  their 
prgan  in  their  commnnications  to  the  House. 
Mr.  CnsBUAK  signified  his  acquiescence,  and 
Mr.  CuBBiNa  proceeded  to  present  petitions 
from  the  ladies  of  Alstead,  Beaford,  Boscawen, 
Canaan,  Ck>ncord,  Dnrham,  Franconia,  Gil- 
manton,  Groton,  Hampton  Falls,  Hanover, 
HsTerfaill,  Hebron,  Henniker,  Billsborongh, 
Eeene,  Lancaster,  Lincoln,  Lyndeborongh,  Mad- 
bnry,  Moont  Vernon,  New  Hampton,  New 
Market,  Orange,  Raymond,  Salem,  and  Salis- 
bury, aU  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  pray- 
ing for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave- 
trade  in  the  District  of  Ck>lnmDia ;  which  peti- 
tions were  severally  received  and  laid  on  the 
table,  under  the  resolution  of  the  House. 

Supprenion  of  th»  Slate- Trade  in  the  Dittriet 

of  Columbia — Petition  from  ^^  Nine  Ladies" 

of  FrederieJubtirg,  Virginia. 

Mr.  Adaus  said  he  presented  the  petition  of 
nine  ladies  of  Fredericksburg,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia.  He  would  not  name  them,  because, 
from  the  disposition  which  at  present  prevailed 
in  the  country,  he  did  not  know  what  might 
happen  to  them  if  he  did  name  them.  It  was 
not  a  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  but  it  was  a  petition 
praying  Congress  to  put  a  stop  to  the  slave- 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

This  was  one  of  those  petitions  which  had 
seemed  so  strange  to  him  when  he  received  it, 
that  he  did  not  feel  a  perfect  security  that  it 
was  genuine,  and  to  which  he  had  alluded  when 
he  first  began  the  presentation  of  his  petitions. 
It  was  sent  to  him,  purporting  to  be  the  peti- 
tion of  nine  ladies,  not  one  of  whom  shoold  be 
named  by  him.  Whether  it  was  genuine  or 
not,  it  was  not  for  him  to  determine. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
under  tne  resolution. 

Petition  from  22  Slavet. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  paper 
on  which,  before  it  was  presented,  he  desired 
to  have  the  decision  of  the  Speaker.  It  was 
a  petition  from  twenty-two  persons,  declaring 
themselves  to  be  slaves.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Speaker  considered  each  a  petition 
as  coming  within  the  order  of  the  House. 

The  Spkakbb  said  he  could  not  tell  until  he 
had  the  contents  of  the  petition  in  his  posses- 
sion. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  if  the  paper  was  sent 
to  the  Clerk's  table,  it  would  be  in  possession 
of  the  House,  and  if  sent  to  the  Speaker  he 
would  see  what  were  its  contents.  Now,  he 
(Mr.  A)  wished  to  do  nothing  except  in  sub- 


mission to  the  rules  of  the  House.  This  ptptt 
purported  to  come  from  slaves,  and  it  wu  «» 
of  those  petitions  which  had  occurred  to  hii 
mind  as  not  being  what  it  purported  to  be.  It 
was  signed  partly  by  persons  who  oonld  set 
write,  by  making  their  marks,  and  partly  hj 
persons  whose  handwriting  would  maniAsttlut 
they  had  recdved  the  education  of  dsves;  ud 
the  petition  declared  itself  to  be  fironi  ataTO, 
and  ne  was  requested  to  present  it  He  voaM 
send  it  to  the  Chair. 

Mi.  Lawlzb  objected  to  its  going  to  tk 
Chair. 

The  Sfkaxxk  said  that  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  were  so  extraordinary,  that  he  woald 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  coon*  to 
be  pursued. 

Mr.  Lawlib  wished  it  to  appear  on  the 
Journal  that  he  had  objected  to  the  p^r  goog 
to  the  Chair. 

The  Speakkk  said  the  gentleman  &om  Maast- 
chnsetts  had  stated  that  the  petition  came  from 
slaves ;  but  it  had  not  been  sent  to  the  (HetVi 
table.  It  was  the  first  time,  in  the  recollectioa 
of  the  Chair,  that  persons  not  free  hadpre- 
sented  a  petition  to  this  House.  The  CLsir 
wished  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House,  which 
he  had  a  right  to  do. 

Mr.  Hathbs  felt  astonished  at  the  oonne 
which  had  been  pursued  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  fW>m  Massachusetts,  not  only  io-ity, 
but  every  day  for  some  time  past,  whenever 
petitions  were  presented ;  but  his  astomabment 
reached  to  a  height  which  he  felt  it  impoariblt 
to  express,  when  he  saw  the  gentleman  lise  in 
his  place  on  this  floor,  and  ofTer  to  present  sach 
a  paper  as  this  had  been  described  to  be.  Ur. 
H.  could  not  tell  in  what  manner  he  would 
meet  a  proposition  of  this  kind.  It  night  be 
rivingit  more  attention  than  it  deserved,  if  he 
(Mr.  H.)  were  to  object  to  receiving  it  He 
had  risen  mainly  to  express,  so  far  as  language 
could  express,  his  unfeigned  surprise  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  or  any  other 
gentleman,  should  ever  have  made  a  qoeatiai 
on  a  paper  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Adams  called  the  gentleman  &om  Qm- 
gia  to  order,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  niakiiig 
personal  reflections. 

Mr.  PiNOKNKT  was  opposed  to  a  protracted 
discussion  on  the  subject,  which  could  only  lead 
to  useless  excitement  and  confusion,  the  mat- 
ter before  the  House  being  a  subject  for  action, 
not  for  debate.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
act  promptly  and  decisively. 

Mr.  Hatsm  inouired  of  the  Ch«r  if  he  did 
not  still  hold  the  floor. 

The  Spsakks  said  the  gentlenoan  from  Georgia 
held  the  floor,  but  it  was  not  in  order  to  make 
personal  allusions. 

Mr.  Hatnbs  said  the  Speaker  was  aware  that 
he  was  one  of  the  last  men  to  violate  the  rales 
adopted  for  the  order  and  government  of  the 
House.  It  was  well  known  Siat,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  these  discussions,  at  an  eariy 
day  in  the  last  session  of  Congress  up  to  lhi> 
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moment,  his  lips  had  been  closed  on  the  sub- 
ject in  erery  form;  because  he  had  thonght 
that  the  members  from  his  section  of  the  coun- 
try should  be  among  the  lost  to  seek  or  promote 
discussion  upon  it.  But  he  would  not  trust  his 
feelings  to  pursue  the  subject  further  under  its 
present  aspect,  extraordinary  as  it  was.  The 
true  motion,  in  his  judgment,  would  be  to  move 
that  the  petition  be  rejected,  subject,  however, 
to  its  witbdrawal,  if  the  House  should  become 
further  enlightened  as  to  its  contents. 

Mr.  Lbwis  hoped  that  no  motion  of  that  kind 
would  come  from  any  gentleman  from  a  slave- 
holding  section  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Hatses  would  cheerfully  withdraw  his 
motion. 

ilr.  Lewis  was  glad  the  motion  was  with- 
drawn. He  believed  that  the  House  should 
pnoish  severely  such  an  infraction  of  its  deco- 
rum and  its  rules ;  and  he  called  on  the  mem- 
bers from  the  slaveholding  States  to  come  for- 
ward now,  and  demand  fh>m  the  House  the 
punishment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr.  GBAKTI.AND  woold  seoond  the  motion, 
and  go  all  lengths  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Lewis  said  that,  if  the  House  would 
inflict  no  punishment  for  such  flagrant  violations 
of  its  dignity  as  this,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
BepresentaUves  from  the  slaveholding  States  to 
go  home  at  once. 

Mr.  AxFOBo  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  had  certainly  proposed  to  intro- 
duce this  petition. 

The  Speaxek  said  the  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  risen,  and  stated  that  he  had  a 
petition  coining  from  slaves,  and  had  inquired 
of  the  Chair  whether  it  would  come  under  the 
order  adopted  by  the  House  in  reference  to  all 
petiti<MU  and  papers  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 

The  Qerk  having  been  directed  to  read  the 
minntes  which  he  had  taken  at  the  time,  read 
as  follows  : 

"Mr.  Adams  presented  the  petltioa  of  twenty- 
two  penona,  dedaring  thenudvea  to  be  slaves,  and 
wiabed  to  know  whether  it  came  within  the  order  of 
dwHoBse." 

Mr.  Ai.Foia>  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Maasachnsetts  intended  to  present  this  petition, 
he,  (Mr.  Atfobd,)  the  moment  it  was  presented, 
should  move,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  South, 
which  he  in  part  represented,  and  which  he 
conceived  had  been  treated  with  indignity,  that 
it  be  taken  from  the  House  and  burnt ;  and 
he  hoped  that  every  man  who  was  a  friend 
to  the  constitution  would  support  him.  There 
must  be  an  end  to  this  constant  attempt  to  raise 
excitement,  or  the  Union  could  not  exist  much 
longer.  The  moment  any  man  should  disgrace 
tike  Government  under  which  he  lived,  by  pre- 
senting a  petition  from  slaves  praying  for 
emancipation,  he  hoped  that  petition  would, 
by  order  of  the  House,  be  committed  to  the 
flames. 

Mr.  Pattos  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to 


enable  him  to  submit  a  motion  to  take  from 
the  table,  to  be  hereafter  disposed  of  as  the 
House  may  decide,  the  paper  tuready  presented 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  which 
had  been  laid  on  the  table  under  the  resolution 
of  the  House :  ho  alluded  to  the  paper  presented 
as  a  petition  from  nine  ladies  of  lYedencksbarg. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  would  state  in  his  place,  and  on 
his  responsibility,  that  the  name  of  no  lady  was 
attached  to  that  paper.  He  did  not  believe 
there  was  a  single  one  of  them  of  decent  re- 
spectability. He  believed  the  signatures  to  be 
genuine,  and  he  recognized  only  one  name 
which  he  had  known  before,  and  that  was  the 
name  of  a  free  mulatto  woman  of  the  worst 
fame  and  reputation.  He  had  been  raised  in 
Fredericksburg,  and  believed  he  was  acquainted 
with  all  persons  of  respectability  residing  there, 
and  he  could  say  there  was  not  one  respectable 
name  attached  to  this  paper. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  asked  that  the  petition 
might  be  read,  so  as  to  render  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  amenable  to  the  resolution 
which  he  (Mr.  T.)  proposed  to  oflfer. 

The  Sfeakxb  said  it  was  not  in  order  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  KoBKBTBON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  suspend ;  which  were  ordered, 
and,  being  taken,  were— yeas  131,  nays  60. 

So 'the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  pATTON  said  he  was  disposed  to  pnrsne 
as  kind  and  respectful  a  course  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  would  admit,  so  f^  as  related  to 
thepartioular  question  before  the  House. 

The  gentleman  fW)m  Massachusetts,  before 
presen^g  this  petition,  had  stated  that  he  did 
not  know  who  these  individuals  were ;  he  did 
not  know  their  claims  to  the  consideration  of 
this  House,  or  to  his  own  agency  in  presenting 
the  petition.  Mr.  P.  thought  it  was  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
had  not  thought  proper,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
hod  refused,  to  permit  him,  (Mr.  P.,)  comioe 
fW>m  the  town  fh>m  which  this  paper  purported 
to  come,  on  a  subject  which  the  gentleman 
knew  the  people  whom  he  (Mr.  P.)  represented, 
as  well  as  hunsel(|  felt  a  deep  and  exciting 
interest,  to  see  the  paper  before  it  had  been 
presented.  He  (Mr.  P.)  oould  not  permit  him- 
self  to  beUeve  that,  after  stating  to  him,  as  he 
(Mr.  P.)  would  have  stated  privately,  what  he 
had  since  stated  publicly,  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  would  have  persisted  in  being  the 
organ  through  whom  such  a  petition  should  be 

E resented.  He  (Mr.  P.)  would  again  state,  on 
is  honor  and  veracity  as  a  man,  that  he  did 
not  believe  that  there  was  the  signature  of  any 
decently  respectable  individual  Tn  Fredericks- 
burg attached  to  this  paper;  that  the  only 
name  he  recognized  was  that  of  a  mulatto  free 
woman  of  infamous  character ;  and  he  believed 
that  the  names  of  others  were  the  names  of 
f^e  n^oes,  all  of  whom  he  believed  to  be 
bad.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  paper  which 
had  been  received  and  laid  on  the  table  ^ould 
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be  taken  from  the  table  and  returned  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachngetts. 

Mr.  Bonij>iii  said  that,  as  he  had  jmt  voted 
agtunst  saspending  the  rules  on  the  motion  of 
his  colleague,  (Mr.  Patton,)  and  had  found 
himself  voting  with  those  who,  from  their  local 
sitaation,  might  be  supposed  not  to  feel  with 
him  on  the  very  delicate  and  vital  subject  now 
before  the  House,  and  as  his  name  had  not  been 
recorded  with  the  names  of  those  with  whom 
he  knew  he  did  feel  and  act  substantially  in 
every  important  matter  peculiar  to  the  South, 
and  especially  in  regard  to  the  subject-matter 
now  before  the  House,  it  became  him  to  give 
the  reason  for  his  vote.  It  was  this:  Hewi^ed 
to  dispose  of  the  first  branch  of  the  subject; 
and  then  he  would  be  williug  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  his  colleague,  and  w^onld  be  willing  to 
go  with  him  in  any  vote  to  take  from  our  files 
die  p^er  he  wi^ed  withdrawn,  and  whidi 
was  well  calculated  to  throw  disgrace  and  con- 
tempt on  the  proceedings  of  the  House.  He 
was  willing  the  resolution  and  wish  of  his  col- 
league should  prevail,  and  that  the  paper  should 
be  returned  to  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  to  make  what  mischief  he  could 
or  he  chose  from  it,  in  or  out  of  this  House. 

But  the  gentleman  from  MaKachusetts  had 
offered  in  the  Bouse  the  memorial  of  .those 
who,  on  the  face  of  it,  appeared  tp  be  slaves, 
and  had  announced  to  the  Choir  and  to  the 
House  that  such  was  the  paper. 

Mr,  B.  said  he  did  not  care  a  rush  whether 
the  paper  went  to  the  Chair  or  not.  Nothing 
that  that  gentleman  could  say  or  do  in  relation 
to  it  could  add  to,  or  detract  from,  the  impres- 
rion  that  the  statement  of  the  proposition  to 
the  Chair  by  him  had  made.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
wished  now,  without  interruption  of  any  other 
business,  to  progress  with  tlus  matter  until  he 
saw  and  understood  what  countenance  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  should  receive  from 
the  House. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  had  risen  to  move,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
centleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Patton,)  the 
following  resolution : 

BemUvtd,  That  the  honorable  Johx  QvacT  Asaxs, 
by  the  attempt  just  made  by  him  to  introduce  a  pe- 
titfon  purporting  on  its  face  to  be  from  slaves,  has 
been  guilty  of  a  gross  disrespect  to  this  Honse,  and 
that  he  be  instantly  broi^t  to  the  bar  to  receive 
the  severe  censure  of  the  qieaker. 

Mr.  Tbohpson,  of  South  Carolina,  said:  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  offered  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  from  slaves,  and  so  purporting 
to  be  on  its  face,  in  open  and  wilful  violation 
of  what  he  knew  to  be  the  rules  of  this  House, 
and  insulting  to  a  lai^  portion  of  its  members. 
Does  the  gentleman,  even  in  the  latitude  which 
he  ^ves  to  the  right  of  petition,  think  that  it 
indadee  slaves  ?  If  he  does  not,  he  has  wilfUly 
violated  the  rules  of  the  House  and  the  feelings 
of  its  members.  Does  that  gentleman  know 
that  lliere  are  laws  in  all  the  slave  States,  and 


here,  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  exdte 
insurrection?  I  can  tell  him  that  there  ar« 
such  things  as  grand  juries ;    and  if,  sir,  the 

iuries  of  this  District  have,  as  I  doubt  not  they 
lave,  proper  intelligence  and  spirit,  he  may  yet 
be  maide  amenable  to  another  tribunal,  and  we 
may  yet  see  an  incendiary  brought  to  condign 
punishment.  Mr.  T.  said  that,  when  he  first 
took  his  seat  here,  and  heard  daily  dennnciationa 
of  the  people  whom  he  represented,  and  every 
vile  epithet  heaped  upon  them — a  people  for 
whom  he  claimed,  to  say  the  very  least,  th« 
proudest  equality — he  was  excited  almost  to 
the  point  of  frenzy.  Kow  he  found  himself 
sitting  quietly  under  these  things,  when  he  saw 
his  new  colleagues,  not  more  excitable  than  h« 
was,  in  the  same  stato  of  feeling  in  which  he 
was  at  the  last  session.  Sir,  it  is  a  most  in- 
structive commentary  upon  the  gradual  wear 
and  tear  of  feeling,  and  the  cooling  of  that  just 
indignation  which  every  Southern  man  should 
feeL  Sir,  if  I'desired  the  breaking  up  of  this 
Gkivemment,  I  should  thank  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  for  his  course  on  this  sab- 
ject.  All  we  desire,  sir,  is  an  issue,  a  fair  and 
distinct  issue.  If  gentlemen  think  slavery  an 
abomination,  and  tnat  they  have  a  right  to 
abolish  it,  why  not  come  up  to  the  point,  and 
say  so  !  I  will  f^give  them  for  all  the  past  if 
they  will  do  it.  We  shall  then,  rir,  soon,  very 
soon,  settle  this  question  forever. 

Mr.  Hatnis  said  that,  believing  the  object 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  nugfat 
be  more  readily  obtained  by  a  resolution  in  a 
different  form,  he  would  send  to  the  table  th* 
following  amendment : 
Strike  out  all  after  "JSesolted,"  and  insert — 

"That  JoRN  QuiMCT  Adams,  a  Bepreaentative 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  has  rendered  him- 
self justly  liable  to  the  severest  censure  of  thia 
House,  and  is  censured  accordingly,  for  havfaig  at- 
tempted to  present  to  the  Honse  the  petition  of 
slaves." 

Mr.  Qbanoeb  said  this  was  a  question  of 
extreme  delicacy,  and  one  which  he  hoped 
would  not  be  closed  by  the  previous  question. 
His  honorable  friend  from  Hassaohusetts  Qtr. 
Adams)  knew  that  no  man  in  this  House  had 
more  sincerely  stood  by  him  on  the  riidit  ot 
petition  than  he  (Mr.  G.)  had.  But  he  (]2r.  6.) 
must  express  his  surprise  that,  with  pi^iers  ia 
his  hand  from  sources  of  which  he  was  igno- 
rant, and  of  the  genuineness  of  which  he  has 
expressed  a  doubt,  he  (Mr.  Adams)  should  have 
assumed  the  responsibility  he  had  this  4»j 
assumed.  He  (Mr.  6.)  was  surprised  that  that 
gentleman,  holding  the  right  of  i>eUtion  as  one 
of  the  most  sacred  rights  granted  to  ^is  people, 
should  ever  have  cheu>ened  the  value  o(  tnat 
right,  by  presenting  indiscriminately  papers 
enclosed  to  him,  (Mr.  Adams,)  when  he  was 
himself  ignorant  of  the  names,  condition,  or 
characters,  of  those  who  forwarded  them.  He 
was  the  more  surprised  that  a  paper  from  this 
Immediate  vicinity,  and  purporting  to  bear  the 
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agoatorw  of  those  who  are  represented  b  j  a 
geatleman  (Mr.  Patton)  sitting  on  the  left  of 
the  gMitlenum  from  Massachusetts,  and  with 
whom  that  gentleman  was  on  intimate  terms, 
aboold  have  been  presented  to  this  House  with- 
out some  inqnir;' having  bcMi  made  as  to  the 
dtaraeter  of  those  whose  names  were  attached 
to  the  petition,  or  without  the  gentleman  (Mr, 
Adaub)  being  possessed  o^  or  having  guarded 
himself  hy,  the  reqoirite  information  in  relation 
to  the  petition  he  was  about  to  present.  It 
was  well  known  that  no  man  here  deprecated 
more  than  he  (Mr.  6.)  did  the  decision  of  the 
Obmr  in  tying  down  members  of  the  House 
nnder  the  resolution  of  the  last  and  the  present 
year. 

Ttds  question,  as  now  presented,  was  one  of 
deep  interest.  He  felt  bound  to  say  that  a 
oertain  class  of  the  eommnnity  were  too  ready 
to  change  their  ground,  and  to  hide  their 
opinions  on  the  abolition  of  slaverj  nnder  the 
toiia]  of  the  right  of  petition.  He  had  in  his 
■and  men,  not  ordinary  men,  who,  feeling  that 
tins  right  has  been  unjustly  abridged,  have 
enlisted  themselvee  in  a  cause  in  which  they 
would  never  otherwise  have  engaged;  men 
wha  only  one  year  ago,  were  as  much  opposed 
to  tne  abolition  of  slavery  as  any  man  m  this 
Hooae,  but  who  are  now  found  within  its  ranks. 
These,  he  sud,  were  not  ordinary  citizens,  but 
those  who  stood  forth  to  the  community  in  that 
enviable  relief  which  talent  gives  to  virtue. 
It  was  not  to  be  disgnised,  and  he  felt  bound 
to  declare^  that,  if  ue  House  wished  to  for- 
ward the  canse  of  abolition,  they  would  pass 
tiiese  hasty  resolutions.  Ko  man  in  this  nation 
Md  the  right  of  petition  nnder  the  constitn- 
tion  more  sacred  than  he  did ;  but  it  was  due 
to  himself  to  repeat,  what  he  had  heretofore 
atated,  that  so  long  as  the  States  of  Maryland 
tod  Virginia  should  continue  their  present 
policy,  he  did  not  believe  that  Congress  had 
my  juat  power  to  interfere  in  this  question,  nor 
that  either  philanthropy  or  patriotism  demanded 
it;  that  in  his  opinion,  at  the  time  of  the 
eesiioD  of  this  District,  it  was  no  more  con- 
templated tiiat  slavery  dionld  be  f^lished  here 
leAve  it  was  in  the  surrounding  country,  thui 
that  this  territory  should  continue  in  its  present 
podticm  after  the  adjoining  States  by  which  it 
Bad  been  ceded  should  have  changed  theirs, 
[  Bat  he  wonld  say  to  the  gentlemen  from  South 
Oarolina  (Mr,  Thompsos)  and  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Hatnks)  that,  if  this  resolution  was  pushed 
to  a  vote  of  censure,  its  effect  on  the  commu- 
mty  wonld  be  most  serious. 

Mr.  Lewis  offered  the  following  amendment, 
n^uch  he  suggested  to  his  friend  from  South 
Otrolina  (Mr.  TaoMPsoN)  to  accept  as  a  modi- 
teation: 

Setolved,  That  JoHx  Qvihct  Adams,  a  member 
from  the  State  of  Masaachoaetts,  by  his  attempt  to 
ktradnce  into  this  Eonse  a  petition  from  slaves,  for 
Hw  aboUtkm  of  slavny  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
•onntted  an  oatnge  on  the  rights  and  feelings  of  a 
hiSepectionef  the  people  of  &8Uni<m;  aflagnmt 


contempt  on  the  dignity  of  this  Honae ;  and,  by  ex- 
tending to  slaves  a  privilege  only  belonging  to  free- 
men, directly  invites  the  slave  population  to  insur- 
rection ;  and  that  the  sud  member  be  forthwith 
called  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  be  censured  by 
the  Speaker. 

Mr,  W.  TflOHFSON  accepted  the  modification, 

Mr,  Lswia,  as  a  member  from  the  South,  was 
not  disposed  to  argue  this  question  here.  He 
wished  to  see  whewer  there  was  the  power  or 
the  will  to  djsconntenance  such  proceedings  as 
these.  If  not,  the  members  from  the  South 
had  better  go  home  and  prepare  to  protect 
themselves. 

Mr.  Patton  thought  the  House  was  proceed- 
ing rather  harshly  in  this  matter.  The  resolu- 
tion asserted  two  facts :  First,  that  the  paper 
was  a  petition  by  slaves  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  Was  that  the  fact)  Was  any  gentle- 
man here  authorized  to  state  that  this  was  a 
paper  for  the  abolition  of  slavery?  It  was 
essentially  important,  before  the  House  was 
called  on  to  act,  that  they  should  know  whether 
this  was  the  fact  or  not.  The  resolution  asserted 
also  another  fact :  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massaohnsetts  attempted  to  ofier  this  petition. 
He  (Mr,  P,)  understood  that  this  was  not  the 
fact.  He  thought  he  should  be  disposed  to  go 
us  far  as  those  who  wonld  go  furthest  in  adopt- 
ing any  proper  course  for  arresting  these 
attempts  to  procure  the  action  of  the  House  in 
relation  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  anywhere  elue.  He 
should  be  ready  to  go  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
his  constitutional  powers  to  arrest  that  action, 
either  by  the  iMjislative  intervention  of  the 
House,  in  its  ordinary  course,  or  by  refusing 
to  receive  the  petitions,  or.  by  inflicting  censure 
on  members  transgressing  the  bounds  of  their 
duty  to  keep  np  an  excitement  on  the  subject. 
But  let  us  know  (said  Mr.  P.)  what  we  are 
doing.  Suppose  that  this  petition  was  a  quiz ; 
and  that,  so  far  from  being  a  petition  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  it  was  a  petiton  for  a  veiy 
different  thing.  Mr.  P.  would  object  as  mndi 
to  the  one  proposition  being  presented  here  as 
the  other.  But  let  the  House,  before  it  in- 
volved itself  in  this  solemn  proceeding,  before 
jt  took  this  decided  and  hazardous  step  of 
bringing  to  the  bar  of  the  House  a  member  of 
its  body,  as  having  violated  its  rights,  know  on 
what  grounds  they  were  proceedmg. 

Were  the  facts  as  they  were  stated  to  be?  , 
Had  any  such  petition  been  presented  or  offered 
by  a  member  of  the  House  ?  He  regretted  to 
be  involved  in  this  excitement  on  grounds 
which  might  tnm  out  to  be  more  of  a  farce 
than  a  tra^dy.  He  expected  it  would  be  found 
that  neither  the  one  fact  nor  the  other,  assumed 
in  the  resolution,  was  true, 

Mr.  AoAMS  then  rose  and  said  he  did  not 
know  nnder  what  rule  of  the  House  the  several 
resolutions  which  had  been  presented  in  relation 
to  himself  had  taken  the  place  of  the  res<4ntion 
or  motion  submitted  by  his  friend  f^om  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Patios,)  nor  how  it  had  happened  that 
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this  matter  had  come  tmder  the  consideration 
of  the  HoDse,  irbilst  a  qacBtion  was  pending 
whether  a  paper  previously  presented  by  him 
(Mr.  A.)  shonld  be  taken'  from  the  Speaker's 
table  and  returned  to  him.  The  Speaker,  he 
presumed,  knew  how  this  had  come  about. 

The  Speakeb  explained  that  thfa  had  been 
effected  under  the  operations  of  that  well- 
established  parliamentary  law,  which  gave  pre- 
cedence to  questions  of  privilege  over  all  other 
business. 

Kr.  Adahb.    "Well,  sir,  I  am  satisfied. 

In  regard  to  the  resolutions  now  before  the 
House,  as  they  all  concur  in  naming  me,  and  in 
charging  me  with  high  crimes  and  misdemean- 
ors, and  in  calling  me  to  the  bar  of  the  House 
to  answer  for  my  crimes,  I  have  thought  it  was 
my  duty  to  remain  silent  until  it  should  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  act  either  on  one  or 
other  of  these  resolutions.  I  suppose  that,  if  I 
shall  be  bronght  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  I  shall 
not  be  struck  mute  by  the  previous  question, 
before  I  have  an  opportunity  to  say  a  word  or 
two  in  my  own  defence. 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  are  really  consuming  the 
time  of  the  House  in  such  a  manner,  that  I 
think  the  obligation  rests  upon  me  to  ask  tltem 
to  modify  their  resolution.  It  may  be  as  severe 
as  they  propose ;  but  I  ask  them  to  change  the 
matter  of  fact  a  little,  so  that  when  I  come  to 
the  bar,  I  may  not,  in  one  single  word,  put  an 
end  to  their  resolution. 

The  gentlemen,  who  have  such  a  laudable 
zeal  for  the  slaveholding  portion  of  tills  con- 
federacy, and  I  do  not  censure  them  for  that 
xeal,  charge  upon  me,  first,  that  I  attempted  to 
present  a  petition  Arom  slaves ;  and,  secondly, 
that  that  petition  was  for  their  emancipation 
from  slavery.  I  did  not  present  the  petition, 
and  I  appeal  to  the  Speaker  to  say  that  I  did 
not  I  said  I  had  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  a 
petition  from  slaves ;  I  did  not  say  what  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  was ;  I  said  it  was  a  paper 
purporting  to  be  a  petition  from  slaves,  signed 
partly  by  crosses  for  signatures,  and  partly  by 
letters,  scarcely  legible,  purporting  to  be  names. 
I  asked  the  Speaker  whether  he  considered  such 
a  paper  as  included  within  the  general  order 
of  the  House,  that  all  petitions,  memorials,  res- 
olutions, and  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or 
to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of 
slavery,  should  be  laid  on  ue  table.  I  intended 
to  take  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  before  I 
went  one  step  towards  presenting,  or  offering 
to  present,  that  petition.  I  stated  distinctiy  to 
the  Speaker  that  I  should  not  send  the  paper 
to  the  table  until  the  question  was  decided, 
whether  a  paper  from  persons  declaring  them- 
selves slaves  was  incluaed  within  the  order  of 
the  House.    This  is  the  fact. 

Kow,  as  to  the  foot  what  the  petition  was 
ftnr.  I  simply  state  to  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  (Mr.  Lbwis,)  who  has  sent  to  the 
table  •  resolution  aasoming  that  this  petition 
was  for  the  abolition  of  slavery;  I  state  to 
him  that  he  is  mistaken.    He  must  amend  his 


resolution ;  forj  if  the  House  should  choose  to 
re<td  the  petition,  I  can  state  to  them  they 
would  find  it  something  very  much  the  reverse 
of  that  which  the  resolution  states  it  to  be ; 
and  if  the  gentieman  from  Alabama  still  shall 
choose  to  brin^  me  to  the  bar  of  the  Hoose,  he 
must  amend  his  resolution  in  a  very  important 
particular ;  for  he  probably  may  have  to  pot 
mto  it,  that  my  crime  has  been  for  attempting 
to  introduce  the  petition  of  slaves  that  slavery 
should  not  be  abolished.  This  is  posnble,  rir. 
I  say,  then,  the  gentieman  must  amend  Lis 
resolution ;  and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  be 
and  the  House  will  be  under  the  neceeaitjr  of 
seeing  what  that  petition  is,  and  that  they  mnat 
not  take  it  even  from  my  representation.  This 
representation  I  am  perfectiy  willing  to  make, 
if  the  House  shall  think  fit  that  the  petitkm 
should  be  received  and  considered ;  and  I  diaU 
be  willing  to  do  almost  any  thing,  except  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition ;  for  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  may,  perchance,  find  that 
the  object  of  the  petition  is  precisely  that 
which  he  desires  to  accomplish ;  and  that  these 
slaves,  who  have  sent  this  paper  to  me,  are  his 
auxiliaries,  instead  of  being  his  opponents.  I 
state  these  facts  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  T  shall  not  present  the  petition  mtil 
the  decision  of  the  House  has  been  annonnoed ; 
and  I  am  disposed  to  be  perfectiy  snbmisaiTe 
to  that  decision,  whatever  it  may  be. 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  said  that  the 
future  historian,  when  arriving  at  the  trans- 
actions of  the  twenty-fourth  Congress,  would 
find  it  requisite  to  pause  and  contemplate  the 
spectacle  now  before  us  and  the  American 
pieople.  He  will  be  at  fault  to  discover  the 
cause  for  the  scenes  now  presented ;  and,  c<m- 
templating  the  nature  of  our  political  institQ- 
tions,  tracing  their  formation  and  establishment, 
he  will  find  nothing  which  would  necessarily 
produce  or  justify  the  course  of  proceedings 
which  have  occurred  here  for  the  last  and  pres- 
ent sitting  of  CiongresR.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  2C.,} 
why  is  it,  then,  that  we  are  wecltiy,  and  almost 
daily,  drawn  into  the  consideration  of  abstract, 
impracticable,  and  (Mr.  M.  s^d  he  most  be 
permitted  to  say)  improper,  if  not  reprehenable 
subjects,  by  the  course  adopted  by  the  vener- 
able member  from  Massachusetts  ?  (Mr.  Adaks.) 
Is  it  from  any  defect  in  the  forms  or  prineSi^es 
of  our  proceedings!  Is  it  inherent  in  the 
compact  upon  which  rests  all  that  is  valoable 
in  our  institutions?  Is  it  to  be  found  and 
justified  in  the  condition  and  circumstances  OC 
our  country  !  Can  it  be  traced  to  a  want  of 
patriotic  devotion  in  any  considerable  portion 
of  our  country  to  the  Union  I  "Would  it  be 
charitable  to  attribute  it  to  any  disappointment 
of  individual  ambition,  seeking  revenge  for 
such  disappointments  in  attempting  to  min 
that  which  it  could  not  rule  ! 

On  no  one  of  these  inaniriea,  Mr.  Speaker, 
(sai4  M^-  H.,)  can  we  find  a  satisfiMtory  soht- 
tion  of  the  question  why  we  are  now  present- 
ing to  the  coontiy  the  deplorable  qieetacle, 
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afaown  off  eTei7  petition  day,  hj  the  honorable 
member  from  MassaohoaettB,  In  presenting  the 
abolition  petitions  of  his  infintnated  friends  and 
eonstitoents.  The  House  has,  with  a  unanimity 
almost  onparalleled,  prescribed  a  rule  for  its 
government  in  respect  to  these  petitions,  with 
which  it  is,  upon  experience,  as  well  (Mr.  M. 
Tentured  the  opinion)  as  the  considerate  men 
of  ^  parties,  in  OTefy  portion  of  the  confeder- 
acy, well  satisfied.  Yet  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  made  himself  to  believe  that  it  was  his 
dnty,  agtunst  the  sense  of  the  whole  Hoose, 
(Mr.  M.  believed,  with  but  few  exceptions,) 
against  the  sense  of  the  whole  coimtry,  inclnd- 
ing  bis  own  political  friends,  (if  anv  he  has,)  to 
resiBt  the  execution  of  that  rule  with  a  degree 
o(  violence  paralleled  only  by  revolutionanr 
madness  of  desperation.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  ft 
becomes  me,  the  House,  and  the  country,  to  re- 
member that  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Maeaaobusetts  has  occupied  the  executive  chair, 
and  administered  the  duties  of  the  highest 
offioe  of  the  civilized  world.  And  it  becomes 
na,  also,  to  respect  his  gray  hairs,  his  old  age, 
his  long  public  services,  and  to  seeli  out  apolo- 
gies and  excuses  in  his  behalf^  if  possible,  for 
the  obstinacy  and  ebullitions  of  temper  which 
on  these  occasions  he  so  often  exhibits,  and 
which  is  so  much  opposed  to  cool  deliberation 
and  the  dignity  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
Hotise.  Thus  shielded  and  protected  by  his 
age  and  public  character,  it  has  been  matter  of 
surprise  to  those  who  are  not  spectators  of  our 
proceedings,  that  a  member  of  nis  great  leam- 
mg  and  experience  shonld  so  far  forget  his  dig- 
nity as  to  presume  u]>on  that  age  and  character 
as  a  license  to  him  to  annoy  and  trifle  with  the 
Honse  and  its  most  solemn  and  satisfactory 
reeolations. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  while  we  contemplate  the 
character  and  respect  the  age  of  the  honorable 
member,  charity  claims  that  we  should'  also 
remember  the  fTailty  of  our  nature,  and  that 
man  is  mortal.  It  would  be  unjust  to  believe 
that,  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  manhood,  the 
honorable  meml>er  would  have  adopted  tlie 
course  of  action  which,  at  this  late  period  of 
his  life,  seems  to  control  him.  The  high  noon- 
tide of  that  life  has  long  nnoe  passed  with  him, 
and  its  wane  is  no  doubt  upon  him,  before  he 
is  either  aware  or  sensible  of  it ;  for  it  cannot 
be  believed  that,  in  the  days  of  his  more  acute 
perceptions,  he  could  have  yielded  to  infinenoes 
which  now  seem  to  have  the  mastery. 

Hr.  M.  had  always  viewed  this  question  of 
abolition  and  its  progress  with  the  deepest 
solicitude,  as  affecting  the  political  integrity  of 
the  confederacy.  In  the  formation  of  this 
Union  it  was,  as  we  well  know,  one  of  the 
greatest  obstacles  to  be  overcome,  and  was  only 
surmounted  by  a  spirit  of  concession  and  com- 

rnise  which  it  is  feared  does  not  exist  now. 
that  compromise,  we  of  the  free  States 
red  to  the  doctrine  of  non-interference  in 
domestic  institutions  and  concerns  of  the 


others.  Some  few  of  our  people,  however, 
pretending  to  a  holy  leal,  worthy  of  a  better 
and  more  lawful  cause,  influenced  by  what  they 
claim  to  be  paramount  .considerations  to  the 
obligations  of  the  constitntion  and  the  integrity 
of  the  republic,  regardless  of  consequences,  in- 
ridionsly  violate  the  spirit  of  the  compact  by 
interfering  with  the  subject  in  this  District 
And  we  are  now  agiun  called  upon  by  our 
Southern  brethren  to  know  whether  we  will 
live  up  to  the  agreement  we  have  made; 
whether  we  will  keep  the  faith  and  perform 
our  bargain.  This  is  the  true  question  pro- 
pounded to  us  in  all  these  proceedings.  And, 
Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  as  for  me  and  my 
household,  my  constituents  and  friends,  I  say, 
without  reservation,  we  wilL  Is  there  a  patri- 
otic heart  in  this  hall,  in  this  nation,  is  there  a 
friend  to  the  wel&re  of  the  republic,  who  can 
answer  that  he  will  not  ?  Mr.  M.  did  not  be- 
lieve there  was  one;  and  he  therefore  asked 
that  honorable  members  from  the  South  shonld 
give  themselves  no  uneasiness  on  account  of 
these  ill-advised  proceedings.  Mr.  M.  relied 
upon  the  patriotism  and  good  faith  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  North  to  abide  by  the  compact  they 
have  made.  He  knew  that  this  relianoe  would 
not  fail. 

Mr.  W.  TH0>n>80N  was  sorry  to  see  the  air  of 
levity  which  it  is  attempted  to  throw  over  this 
matter.  He  felt  very  differently.  "What,  sir.  Is 
it  a  mere  trifle  to  hoax,  to  trifle  with  the  mem- 
bers firom  the  South  in  this  way  and  on  this 
subject  I  Is  it  a  light  thing,  for  the  amusement 
of  others,  to  irritate,  almost  to  madness,  the 
whole  delegation  from  the  slave  States  I  Sir, 
it  is  an  aggravation.  It  is  intimated  that  the 
petition  does  not  pray  for  the  abolition  of  slav- 
ery, but  a  very  different  object.  It  makes  not 
the  slightest  difference ;  it  is  the  attempt  to  in- 
troduce a  ]>etition  from  slaves  for  any  object ; 
as  insolent  if  it  be  for  one  purpose  as  for  an- 
other. It  is  the  naked  fact  of  the  presentation 
of  a  petition  from  slaves.  But,  sir,  there  is 
another  view  of  this  matter,  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, makes  the  thing  worse.  The  gentieraan 
from  Massachusetts  had  been  presenting  aboli- 
tion petitions  all  the  morning ;  it  is  his  diuly 
labor  of  love ;  and  I  appeal  to  every  member 
(HI  the  floor,  if  the  conauct  of  the  member  was 
not  such  as  to  induce  every  one  to  believe  that 
it  was  an  alwlition  petition.  He  allowed  reso- 
lutions to  be  presented  on  that  suppontion,  and 
speeches  to  be  made,  without  undeceiving  the 
House.  This  trifling  was  an  additional  con- 
tempt of  the  House  ;  how  mnch  befitting  the 
age  and  standing  of  the  gentieman  it  is  not  for 
me  to  say. 

Mr.  T.  then  further  modified  his  resolntioa 
by  substituting  the  three  following  resolutions: 

1.  Raolved,  That  the  honorable  JoHX  Q.  Adams, 
by  an  effort  to  present  »  petition  from  slaves,  his 
committed  a  gross  contempt  of  this  House. 

2.  Haolvea,  That  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
above  named,  by  creating  the  impression  and  leav- 
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Ing  the  Houae  nnder  rach  impreoion,  that  the  said 
petition  vas  for  the  aboliUon  of  slavery,  when  he 
knaw  that  it  vas  not,  lias  trifled  with  the  House. 

8.  Retolvtd,  That  the  honorable  John  Q.  Adams 
receive  the  censure  of  the  House  for  his  conduct 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  resolutions. 

Mr.  PioEEKS  observed  that  it  had  not  been 
his  intention  to  address  the  Honse  upon  this 
subject ;  he  had  not  intended  to  utter  one  word, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  remarks  that  fell  from 
his  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wibk,)  and  that 
he  would  now  endeavor  to  preserve  all  the 
calmness  he  could,  considering  the  momentons 
topics  which  had  been  drawn  into  this  discus- 
sion. Mr.  P.  perfectly  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Yii^inia  (Mr.  Wisk)  in  reference  to 
the  resolutions  which  the  member  from  Charles- 
ton (Mr.  Pincknkt)  introduced  last  session,  and 
which  had  been  substantially  adopted  again  at 
this  session,  by  which  all  this  class  of  petitions 
had  been  received  into  this  House.  They  were 
miserable  and  pitifiil  resolutions;  pitifol,  be- 
cause they  had  trifled  with  the  rights  of  the 
South,  and  trifled  with  the  rights  of  this  House. 
He  could  thank  God  that  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  their  passage,  and  the  deep  responsibility 
they  bad  brought  down  upon  their  authors. 
He  would  say,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Granokb,)  in 
censure  of  the  gentlemen  tiovk  the  South  who 
supported  those  resolutions,  "Thou  canst  not 
say  I  did  it."  When  those  resolutions  passed, 
he  (Mr.  P.)  predicted  what  had  now  come  to 
pass :  the  scenes  which  we  now  see  passing 
around  us — the  introduction  of  all  kinds  of  vile 
petitions  from  free  negroes  and  slaves,  which, 
under  the  resolutions,  are  treated  with  the  re- 
spect, in  advance,  of  having  them  received  and 
laid  upon  the  table.  But  (said  Mr.  P.)  although 
these  were  his  opinions,  yet,  as  long  as  we  were 
members  of  this  body,  we  were  bound  to  mun- 
tain  its  dignity,  and  do  what  we  could  to  pre- 
yent  scenes  calculated  to  harass  and  insult  the 
feelings  of  a  large  portion  of  the  members  of 
this  House,  by  calling  down  our  censure  upon 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams) 
for  his  wanton  attempt  to  introduce  the  rights 
of  slaves  upon  this  floor,  and  by  avowing  he 
held  a  paper  in  his  pocket  purporting  to  be  a 
petition  ftom  slaves,  signed  by  twenty-two. 
Mr.  P.  said  this  admitted  that  he  had  commn- 
nioation  with  slaves,  and  was  evidence,  in  law, 
of  collusion.  It  broke  down  the  principle  that 
the  slave  could  only  be  known  through  his 
master.  For  this  he  was  indictable,  under 
statute,  for  aiding  and  abetting  insurrection; 
and  for  such  conduct  is  he  not  amenable  to  the 
censure  of  this  House?  The  privilege  of  speech 
protected  a  member  from  being  questioned  be- 
fore any  other  tribunal,  but  does  not  exempt 
him  from  being  questioned  before  this  House. 

Mr.  Cambbklsno  observed  that  he  was  not 
among  the  number  of  those  who  despaired  of 
the  safety  of  the  Union,  let  the  hurricane  come 
from  what  quarter  it  would — from  the  North 
or  from  the  South.    There  was  snfBcient  virtue 


and  power  among  a  large  population,  in  every 
quarter  of  the  Union,  to  keep  the  two  extremes 
from  breaking  down  the  pillars  of  the  o(»feder- 
acy,  whether  threatened  with  fanaticism  on  the 
one  hand,  or  insurrection  on  the  other.  This 
was  the  first  time  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  ever  risen  to 
speak  upon  this  subject ;  he  had  felt  as  gentlft- 
raen  from  the  South,  when  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Alabeuna  (Mr.  Lewis)  presented  his 
resolution;  he  felt,  that  great  as  the  sacrifioe 
was  to  bring  to  the  bar  of  this  House  one  who 
had  occupied  the  highest  station  on  earth,  as 
President  of  the  United  States,  yet  thought 
that  it  ought  to  be  made.  But  now,  after  hir- 
ing heard  the  explanation  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Adams,)  he  viewed  the  sulneet 
altogether  in  a  different  light.  It  ^peared  to 
him  that  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Adams)  had  been 
hoaxed  by  some  young  men  in  Fredericksburg. 
The  two  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
PicKKNS  and  Mr.  Thompson)  must  pardonhim  for 
attaching  less  importance  to  this  whole  afCur  as 
it  now  stood,  ana  if  he  conld  not  treat  it  with 
the  same  solemnity.  The  venerable  gentleman 
from  Musachusetts  had  evidently  been  not  only 
hoaxed  in  regard  to  the  Frederidksbnrg  petition, 
but  insulted  in  the  very  petition  for  making  the 
inquiry  about  which  he  was  now  amugned  bo- 
fore  the  House.  The  contents  of  the  petition 
were  known  in  this  House  before  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  announced  them.  It  waa 
manifestly  designed  to  make  him  appear  ridicu- 
lous, by  presenting  a  petition  praying  for  his 
own  expulsion.  It  came  from  a  daveholding 
quarter,  and  was  no  doubt  designed  to  insult 
nim  for  presenting  so  frequently  abolition  peti- 
tions. 

Mr.  PiKOKNBT  said  that,  from  the  peculiar 
position  in  which  he  stood  in  relation  to  this 
question,  he  was  constrained  to  throw  himself 
upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House.  He  concur- 
red entirely  with  the  genUeman  from  Alabama, 
(Mr.  Ijiwis,)  that  this  subject  ought  not  to  be 
discussed  by  Southern  members.  Opposed,  aa 
he  always  was,  to  the  agitation  of  the  subject 
of  slavery  on  that  floor,  he  was  deddedly  of 
opinion  tiiat  now,  more  than  ever,  under  the 
extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  present  caae^ 
no  Southern  delegate  should  have  sud  a  word. 
The  decision  of  the  question  should  have  been 
left  entirely  to  the  members  from  the  non-slave- 
holding  portions  of  the  Union.  He  was  sure 
that,  if  toe  decision  was  left  to  them,  without 
any  of  that  excited  debate  which  always  in- 
jures a  cause,  however  intrinsically  good,  the 
enlightened  patriotism  and  liberal  feeluig  of  the 
members  from  the  non-slaveholding  Statea 
would  have  done  all  that  was  necessary  either 
to  satisfy  the  injured  feeling  of  the  South,  or 
to  maintain  the  order  and  dignity  of  that  h<m- 
orable  House,  both  of  which  had  been  outraged 
by  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  gentieman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  against  whom 
resolutions  of  censure  had  been  moved.  But, 
instead  of  simply  demanding  the  action  of  the 
House  upon  this  matter,  and  having  the  seal  oi 
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ite  r^robaiioii  placed  instantlT'  and  promptlr 
«poo  th«  indignity  that  had  been  offered  both 
to  th«  Sooth  and  to  the  Hoose,  member  after 
aaember  had  risen,  speech  alter  speech  had  been 
BSftde,  reeohitioa  upon  res<dntion  had  been  offer- 
ed, hy  Soothem  members,  until  excitement  had 
liaaa  to  the  very  highest   pitch  ;   and,  now, 
wbtA  was  the  coDseqamoe  ?    Why,  the  gentle- 
man firom  Maseachnsetts  tells  us  that,  if  the 
gentleiBea  who  have  moved  these  reeolntions 
wiafa  to  have  him  censored  hj  the  Hoase,  they 
nraat  modify  their  resolntions,  by  striking  oat 
all  that  relates  to  the  abolition  of  slavery ;  for 
ttw  petitioa  which  had  oansed  all  this  exoite- 
ment  not  only  does  not  pray  for  the  abolition 
«f  slavery  in  the  District  of  Golumbia,  bat  prays 
Ibr  directly  the  reverse,  and  even  denoonoes 
Um    (Mr.    Adaus)    for   intermeddling    with 
the  salrjeot    It  seems,  then,  said  Mr.  P.,  that 
the  petiti(m  which  the  gentleman  offered  to 
peaent  is  not  a  petition  in  point  of  fact ;  that 
it  is  nothing  more  than  a  qniz,  or  hoax,  which 
haa  htea  pbyed  off  upon  the  geutleman  him- 
■df ;  and  that,  probabiy,  in  retaliation  for  the 
joikd  practised  on  himself,  he  determined  to 
carry  it  still  farther,  by  playin([  it  c^  upon  the 
Hooae.    Bat  whether  the  petition  was  ^aine 
or  not ;  whether  it  prayed  for  the  abolition  of 
da^ery,  or  the  ezpolsioa  of  the  gentleman  him- 
•df ;  and  whether  the  gentlonan  was  in  jest  or 
earnest,  his  eosdact  was  vnqnestionably  repre- 
beBBtble,  and  soeh  as  ooght  to  be  visited  with 
the  severest  eensore  of  ue  Hoose.    If  the  pe- 
tition was  genuine,  it  was  an  indignity  to  the 
House  to  have  offered  to  present  it,  purporting, 
as  it  did,  to  eome  from  slaves.    Does  not  the 
gentleman  know  that  the' right  of  petition  only 
attnches  to  the  free  white  people  of  the  Union, 
lod  that  slaves  can  only  be  heard  in  a  legisla- 
tive body  throngfa  the  agency  of  their  owners  ? 
Bat  if  the  petition  was  a  hoax,  th^i  the  oon- 
dnet  of  the  geptleman  was  still  more  unjustifl- 
iMe.    It  was  adding  insolt  to  i^jary  :  first,  by 
oeating  the  impression  that  it  was  a  gennine 
petition,  and  prodaoing  a  scene  of  unpwalleled 
enitenMnt  in  the  House ;  and  then,  as  if  he 
lerdled  in  the  tempest  he  had  raised,  taming 
it  all  into  ridioole,  by  telling  us  now,  after  a 
prolncted  debate  of  several  hours,  that  the 
petitioa  is  in  favor  of  slaverr,  not  against  it, 
sad  that  it  was  more  against  himself  than  any 
thing  dee.    The  gentieman,  if  such  is  his  dis- 
poatMHi,  may  enjoy  this  joke,  and  enjoy  this 
aaene ;  bat  urees  of  this  kind  neither  suit  the 
kmior  of  the  daveholdin^  States,  nor  comport 
with  the  character  and  dignity  of  the  Legiria- 
tnre  of  the  nation.    But  the  gentleman  says  he 
£d  not  present  this  petition,  nor  offer  to  pre- 
aeot  it ;  he  only  stated  that  he  had  such  a  peti- 
tion, and  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  it 
wodd  mme  under  the  order  of  the  House,  by 
vhieh  a»ri^>er8  relating  to  slavery  are  directed 
to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  printing  or 
fiawmitment,  or  any  action  whatsoever. 

It  would  seem,  then,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  that  this 
netaUe  hoax  of  a  slave  menwrial  was  an  in- 
YcfuXOL—lS 


genious  device,  by  which  the  gentleman  had 
attempted  to  manifest  his  contempt  for  an  order 
solemnly  adopted  by  this  House,  under  the  piti- 
ful pretext  that  because  the  said  hoax  had  refer- 
ence to  slavery,  it  must,  therefore,  be  received 
and  laid  upon  the  table,  as  included  in  the  gen- 
eral and  comprehensive  scope  of  the  aforesaid 
order.  If  this  was  the  object  of  the  gentie- 
man, so  far  from  mendmg  the  matter,  it  oalj 
made  it  worse ;  for,  aooording  to  his  own  show- 
ing, he  had  not  only  offended  the  House,  in 
earnest,  or  trifled  with  it,  if  in  jest,  but,  in 
either  case,  had  determined,  if  possible,  to 
throw  ridicule  upon  a  resolution  which  the 
House  had  thought  proper  to  adopt  for  its  own 
governance,  in  relation  to  all  papers  connected 
with  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
Mr.  P.  had  no  doubt  that  this  laudable  motive 
was  duly  appreciated  by  the  House,  and  that 
they  would  manifest  their  high  sense  of  the  in- 
genuity of  the  gentleman  in  the  manner  that 
became  them. 

After  a  few  incidental  observations  by 
Messrs.  C^MBRBLKH'a,  L^wleb,  Wibx,  and  Jeh- 
mn,  the  House  ai^onmed,  without  coming  to 
any  decidon. 

TmsDAT,  February  7. 
Cen*ur«  of  Mr.  Adamt. 

As  soon  as  the  reading  of  the  journal  was 
ooncladed, 

Mr.  Adams  rose  and  said  the  minutes  on  the 
journal  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were 
not,  in  one  particular,  snfiBcienUy  explicit.  The 
journal  stated  that  Mr.  ThomfsoKj  of  South 
Uarolina,  moved  a  modification  of  his  own  res- 
olution "at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  of 
Alabama ; "  whereas,  Mr.  A.  contended  that 
the  journal  should  set  forth  that  Mr.  Lewis  had 
moved,  or  offered  to  move,  that  resolution  as 
ui  amendmentj  and  that  then  Mr.  Thohfsoit, 
of  Booth  Oarolina,  accepted  it 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs. 
Abahs,  Thompson  of  South  Carolina,  Lawleb, 
EvEBETT,  WuuAMB  of  Kentucky,  Ajlfobd,  El- 
MOBB,  and  Mebokb,  the  journal  was  amended 
aooording  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Adahb. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being 
the  "  privileged  question  "  of  censure  embraced 
in  the  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Thompsok,  of  ^uth  Carolina : 

"  1.  Jtttolved,  That  the  Hon.  Jomi  QtniiOT  Aoaks, 
bj  an  etfbrt  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  has 
committed  »  groas  contempt  o(  tliis  House. 

"  2.  Jtetolved,  That  the  member  from  Xasascha- 
setta,  above  named,  by  creating  the  impreaeion,  and 
leaving  the  House  under  such  impiession,  that  said 
petition  was  for  the  abolition  of  slaver;',  when  he 
knew  it  was  not,  has  trifled  with  the  House. 

"  8.  Jlesolved,  That  the  Eon.  Jobs  Quihot  Adams 
receive  the  oensure  of  the  House  for  Us  conduct  re- 
ferred to  in  the  preceding  resolutions." 

The  question  pending  was  the  following,  sub- 
mitted as  a  substitute  by  Mr.  Hatsis  : 
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"  Jiesolved,  That  John  Qcinct  Adaus,  a  Repre- 
sentative from  the  State  of  HasaachuBetts,  has  ren- 
dered lumself  justly  liable  to  the  severest  censure  of 
this  House,  and  is  censured  accordingly,  for  having 
•ttempted  to  present  to  this  Honse  the  petition  of 
daves." 

Hr.  Jenitsb,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
begged  leave  to  propound  an  inquiry  to  the 
▼enerable  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adahs.)  He  read  the  following  prooeedinxs 
from  Ae  Globe  of  this  morning,  and  he  womd 
respeotfolly  ask  that  gentleman  if  that  report 
was  correct : 

"  Hr.  AsAm  dien  proceeded,  and  forther  presented 
•boUtion  petitions  from  New  Hampshire,  New  York, 
lOchigan,  Virginia,  (nine  ladies  in  Fredridcsbnrg,") 
Ac 

"  Mr.  AsAW  next  stated  he  had  in  liis  poasessioii 
a  paper,  upon  which  lie  wislied  to  liave  a  dec»on 
of^  the  Speaker.  The  p^>er,  be  said,  came  from 
twenty  persons  declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves. 
He  widied  to  know  iniether  the  Speaker  would 
consider  tliis  paper  as  coming  under  the  rule  of  the 
Hoose." 

Mr.  Adams  said  it  mast  be  perfectly  within 
the  recollection  of  the  Speaker,  that  what  was 
there  stated  in  the  Globe  was  correct.  He  did 
not  present  the  petition,  hut  kept  it  in  his  pos- 
session. He  had  stated  to  the  Speaker  that  he 
had  in  his  possession  a  paper  purporting  to  be 
from  twenty-two  slaves,  and  he  had  asked  the 
Speaker  whether  a  petition  of  this  kind  wonld 
oome  under  the  mle  of  the  18th  of  January 
last;  and  the  Speaker  stud,  as  it  was  a  novel 
question,  he  wonld  take  the  sense  of  the  Honse 
upon  it.  He  had  also  stated,  before  he  com- 
menced presenting  his  petitions,  that  he  had 
some  in  his  possession  which  it  had  occnrred  to 
him  were  impositions ;  as,  by  the  order  of  the 
18th  of  January,  members  who  had  an  attach- 
ment to  the  right  of  petition  were  liable  to  im- 
position. He  had  stated  that,  among  the  peti- 
tions which  were  in  his  possession,  he  had  the 
suspicion  that  some  of  them  were  not  genuine ; 
and  he  would  appeal  to  members  to  say  whether 
he  had  not  given  this  statement  when  he  pre- 
sented several  of  his  petitions.  He  had  given 
this  statement  when  ne  stated  he  had  in  his 
possession  tiie  petition  purporting  to  be  from 
slaves ;  but  he  did  not  say,  and  no  member  of 
the  House  had  the  right  to  infer,  that  this  paper 
was  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  It  was  un- 
possible  for  him  to  have  said  any  such  thing ; 
for  if  the  Honse  had  received  the  petition,  and 
it  had  been  read,  they  would  instantly  have 
seen  that  be  made  a  false  statement.  He  would, 
furthermore,  say  that  if  it  had  been  a  petition 
of  slaves  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  be  should 
at  least  hare  paused  before  he  brought  the  sub- 
ject before  the  House  in  any  form.  However 
sacred  ho  might  hold  the  right  of  petition,  he 
would  still  exercise  a  discretionary  power  in 
bringing  before  the  Honse  petitions  which  it 
was  his  opinion  ought  not  to  be  presented ;  that 
.discretionary  power,  however,  he  wonld  nse 


with  prudence,  and  he  wonld  say  that  the  awe 
circumstance  of  a  petition  being  from  aUvte 
would  not  prevent  him  from  presenting  it;  uA 
if  he  should  have  incurred  tne  censure  of  tbt 
House  for  so  doing,  ho  was  ready  to  neAn  it 

As  he  had  before  said,  however,  he  bad  not 
presented  this  petition  to  the  House,  and  be  w» 
yet  wMting  the  Speaker's  decision  befors  he 
could  determine  whether  he  would  present  it 
If  the  House  should  decide  that  it  wis  not  t 
paper  which  came  under  the  order  ct  the  18th 
of  January,  and  was  not  admissible,  he  should 
not  present  it  at  aU.  He  wonld  take  this  op- 
portunity of  saying  to  the  Honse,  that  howewr 
much  he  might  have  been  misunderstood  ]sj 
gentlemen,  there  was  nothing  further  from  hi 
intention  than  to  trifle  with  the  Honne  on  thi« 
occasion ;  and  never  in  the  oonrse  of  his  life 
had  he  int^ded  to  pay  a  greater  rewiect  to  th« 
rules  of  the  House  and  the  rights  ana  privilegei 
of  members.  Had  he  consulted  his  own  kA- 
ings,  he  would  have  presented  the  psper  totbe 
Honse ;  but,  trom  the  respect  he  naid  to  the 
rules  of  the  House,  he  had  asked  uie  dedsioB 
of  the  OhMr  before  he  presented  the  paper. 

Mr.  Dbohooouc  said  ne  preferred  Mtion  on  a 
question  of  this  character  rather  thin  dAate, 
and  he  had  risen  only  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
questing the  gentieman  from  &ontJi  Oarotina 
^Ir.  Thompson)  to  accept  a  modification  h« 
would  send  to  the  Clerk's  table : 

The  modification  was  read,  as  follows : 

1.  JUtohedy  That  the  honorable  Job5  Qcnin 
Adams,  a  member  of  this  House,  by  stating  in  Ui 
place  that  be  had  in  his  possesion  a  paper  pmport- 
ing  to  be  a  petition  from  slaves,  and  inquiring  if  it 
came  within  the  meaning  of  a  resolution  heretofore 
adopted,  (as  preliminary  to  its  pteaentation,)  h^ 
given  color  to  the  idea  that  slaves  have  the  right  of 
petition,  and  of  his  readiness  to  be  their  oigin ;  iA 
that  for  tlie  same  he  deaerrea  the  oeoaare  <i  thi> 
House. 

2.  Setolved,  Xhat  the  aforesaid  JoBir  Q.  ADiU 
receive  a  censure  from  the  Speaker,  in  the  preseoce 
of  tlie  House  of  Bepreeentatives. 

Mr.  Thompson  accepted  the  above  a«  »  wb- 
stitute  for  his  own  resolutions. 

Mr.  Elmobk  trusted  there  was  no  intraitJon  ■ 
of  arguing  this  subiect,  bnt  that  the  8oath 
would  present  united  action,  and  an  nn^yided 
ftont,  and  suffer  all  minor  differences  of  oirinion 
to  subside.  ^ 

Mr.  Lawum  then  took  the  floor,  and  insM 
at  some  length,  that  the  explanation  of  tM 
member  trom  Massachusetts  was  any  thing  W* 
satirfactory,  and  he  made  an  earnest  sppe«l  t" 
him  to  retract  what  he  had  done. 

Mr.  BoBUmoN  said :  I  have  taken  no  p«rt, 
Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  stormy  debate  which  the 
extraordinary  conduct  of  the  gentkmsn  troni 
Massachusetts  has  elicited.  I  was,^,  I  «*■ 
fess,  unwilling  to  trust  to  the  emoJWM  whicB 
that  conduct  could  not  fail  to  excite  in  the 
bosom  of  every  Southern  man.  There  W 
danger  the  first  impulse  might  hun^  m  too 
fitr ;  for  it  is  ever  in  moments  of  high  •w'*" 
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ment,  of  exasperation,  snch  as  we  have  just  wit- 
nessed, that  the  most  fatal  precedents  are  estab- 
lisbed,  and  that,  too,  often  under  the  inflnence 
of  high  and  honorable  motives.  It  is  dae, 
therefore,  to  onrselves,  to  the  member  impli- 
cated, and  to  the  coantiy,  now  that  some  de- 
gree of  calmness  is  restored,  to  weigh  well  the 
eonseqnences  of  the  measure  proposed  onder 
each  ciTcamstances  for  oar  adoption.  To  dra^  a 
member  to  the  bar  of  this  Hoose,  and  canse  hmi 
to  be  publicly  censured  by  the  Speaker,  must  be 
regarded  by  him  and  by  all  as  a  heavy  ponish- 
ment,  and  we  ought  to  be  able  to  give  satisfac- 
tory reasons  for  inflicting  it.  Let  us  look  to 
the  resolution  which  professes  to  assign  them. 
It  declares  that  the  member  in  question,  by 
stating  that  he  had  a  petition  purporting  to  be 
from  slaves,  and  inquiring  whether  it  came 
-within  the  meaning  of  a  certain  resolution,  as 
preliminary  to  its  presentation,  has  given  color 
to  the  idea  that  slaves  have  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, and  of  his  readiness  to  be  their  organ. 
Tes,  sir ;  we  charge  that  by  stating  a  fact,  and 
making  an  inquiry,  he  has  ^ven  color  to  an 
offensive  idea ;  and  it  is  for  the  crime  of  inti- 
mating that  idea  we  demand  his  punishment. 
I  cannot  go  this  length.  So  long  as  I  have  the 
honor  <rf  a  seat  here  I  will  never  consent,  be 
the  consequences  to  myself  personally  what 
they  may,  to  censure  or  expel  any  member  for 
the  utmost  latitude  of  inquiry  or  remark  in 
-which  he  may  indulge,  whilst  acting  in  what 
lie  may  regard,  however  erroneously,  as  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty,  and  keeping  within  the  lim- 
its of  parliamentary  order.  Let  me  not  be  un- 
derstood as  i4)proving  the  conduct  of  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Massachusetts.  Far  from  it;  no 
<me  more  strongly  condemns  it.  I  concur  with 
those  who  think  that  he  has  trifled  with  the 
patience  of  tb&  House,  to  the  great  delay  of  its 
bnaineas,  and  wantonly  tortured  the  f^Ungs  of 
a  large  portion  of  its  members,  by  the  minute- 
ness with  which  he  has  dwelt  upon  the  contents 
of  offensive  petitions,  and  the  names  and  char- 
acters of  those  who  signed  them.  I  cannot 
hold  him  guiltless  in  unnecessarily  introducing 
and  enlarging  upon  this  irritating  topic  of  abo- 
lition ;  especially  he  seems  to  me  much  to  blame 
for  leaving  the  House  so  long  under  an  evident 
and  poinfhl  mistake  in  relation  to  the  petition 
in  his  possession,  by  suppressing  information  of 
its  contents.  Nor  do  I  believe  that  he  has  suc- 
ceeded, by  the  explanation  he  has  offered,  in 
oonvincing  one  human  being,  except  himself, 
of  the  propriety  of  his  course.  Indeed,  in  one 
respect  that  explanation  most  rather  be  regarded 
in  the  light  of  an  aggravation,  reiterating,  as  it 
did,  the  offensive  doctrine  that  slaves  have  a 
right  to  send  their  petitions  into  this  hall. 
That  gentieman  is  too  intelligent  to  assert,  in 
his  calmer  moments,  the  preposterous  position, 
that  those  who  under  the  constitution  are  re- 
cognized as  property,  who  constitute  no  part 
of  the  body  politic,  can  exercise  political  rignts. 
He  ooght  to  have  foreseen  the  consequences 
wUdL  hsTe  eosoed  fnm  suggesting  a  doubt  up- 


on that  subject.  But  whatever  may  be  my 
opinion,  or  that  of  the  House,  of  the  absurdity 
or  impropriety  of  raising  such  a  question  here, 
it  by  no  means  follows  that  we  can  make  it  the 
ground  of  a  penal  proceeding. 

Mr.  AuoRD  addressed  the  Ho^  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
would  screen  himself  from  the  censure  of  this 
House,  because  he  has  not  sent  his  petition 
from  slaves  to  your  table.  Sir,  be  has  sent  the 
petition  from  the  free  negroes  of  Fredericks- 
burg, and  that  is  as  wrong  and  insulting  to  us 
as  ifit  were  from  slaves.  The  Constitution  of 
these  United  States  no  more  allows  the  one 
than  the  other,  and  both  are  eqnally  insulting. 
Moreover,  the  member  has  said  he  would  not 
refuse  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  if  the 
House  did  not  object.  The  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts says  he  would  not  offer  an  indignity 
to  this  House ;  the  fact  speaks  for  itself,  and  is 
more  conclusive  to  my  mind  than  all  his  pro- 
fessions. 

Sir,  there  seems  to  he  some  difference  of 
opinion  amongst  onr  friends  here,  as  to  what 
course  we  ought  to  pursue  in  this  awful  crisis 
of  our  beloved  country.  Some  of  our  friends, 
as  patriotic  as  any,  have  urged,  in  this  debate, 
that  we  ought  not  to  sit  here  and  submit  to  this 
outrageous  course  of  things ;  that  if  it  does  not 
cease,  we  should  go  home.  "So,  sir ;  no,  sir ; 
this  must  not  be ;  we  will  neither  submit  nor 
retire.  If  they  prosecute  this  measure  in  this 
House,  by  attempts  at  legislating  us  out  of  our 
rights,  we  will  resist  it  here  by  legislative  acts 
as  long  as  we  can ;  and  if  at  last  they  prove  too 
strong  for  us,  and  succeed  in  passing  unconsti- 
tutional laws,  to  rob  us  of  our  property,  to 
murder  our  wives  and  children,  still  we  wiU 
not  submit ;  they  must  change  the  constitntion 
before  they  can  bind  us  by  any  laws  of  aboli- 
tion ;  this  they  never  can  do,  if  the  South  is 
true  to  itself.  And  true  we  shall  be,  I  hope  in 
God,  to  our  constitution,  onr  wives,  our  chil- 
dren, and  our  country.  If  still  they  pursue  us 
to  the  last,  and  attempt  to  do  by  force  what 
they  never  can  do  by  law,  we  will  not  be  found 
wanting ;  we  wiU  not  desert  this  Capitol  nor 
this  country.  This  is  the  Old  Dominion ;  this 
land  is  ours  as  well  as  theirs ;  it  was  ceded  by 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  where  slavery  is  toler- 
ated by  law.  Shall  we  leave  it,  then,  to  the 
dominion  of  force,  and  that,  too,  inflicted  by 
the  unhallowed  arm  of  the  wild  and  worse 
than  savage  fanatic  ?    No,  never  1 

I  ^prebend,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  South 
is  not  well  understood  upon  this  subject.  Party 
purposes  and  party  policy  may  have  prevented 
a  fair  and  foil  expression  of  the  feelings  and 
opinions  of  people  of  all  parties  at  the  South 
upon  this  floor.  The  spirit  of  the  South  has 
not  been  felt  here  as  it  should  have  been.  Let 
me  tell  gentlemen,  it  is  a  firm  and  unconquer- 
able resolution  never  to  surrender  one  jot  or 
titUe  of  our  constitutional  rights  upon  this  sub- 
ject. We  have  a  common  interest  in  this  Got- 
enuueuty  a  common  title  in  this  capital;  it 
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bears  the  name  of  the  immortal  Washmgton, 
and  he  was  a  Sonthem  man.  Shall  we,  then, 
ever  surrender  the  one  or  desert  the  other? 
NOjiiever  I  iNoTer^  nntil  this  fur  oitj  is  a  field 
of  Waterloo,  and  this  beaatifbl  Potomac  a  river 
of  blood.        • 

Mr.  CrrsETOO  said  that  the  Honse,  during  the 
whole  of  yesterday  and  to-day,  had  been  the 
scene  of  a  most  excited  and  Tery  discorsive  de- 
bate, branching  out  into  a  great  variety  of  in- 
cidental topics,  many  of  yrhioh  were  bnt  re- 
motely connected  with  the  nudn  qxiestion. 
There  was,  in  truth,  only  one  thing  for  the 
Honse  to  determine.  Did  the  Tenerable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts,  by  the  inquiry  he 
propounded  to  the  Chair,  violate  any  law  of 
the  land,  or  any  known  parliamentary  rule,  so 
as  to  render  him  liable  to  the  indignant  censure 
of  the  Honse  f  This  was  the  real  point  in  issue, 
on  the  precise  merits  of  the  resolution  moved 
or  adopted  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (ifr.  Thompson.) 

I  have  not  risen  (sud  Mr.  0.)  to  analyze  or 
discuss  that  resolution.  There  is  no  need  of  it. 
My  honorable  colleague  near  me  (Mr.  Lisooui) 
has  ably  discharged  this  duty.  He  has  demon- 
atrated,  temperately  bnt  mrafblly,  the  nntena- 
bleness  of  all  the  grounds  on  which  the  resolu- 
tion had  been  made  to  rest.  The  sentiments 
expressed  by  him  do  honor  alike  to  his  head 
and  his  heart.  I  declare  my  cordial  concurrence 
in  every  word  he  has  uttered  on  this  occasion. 

And,  after  this  declaration,  it  is  but  a  neoes- 
aary  consequence  to  say  that  to  no  resolution 
(it  oensore,  Dased  on  the  matters  now  before  us, 
to  no  rebuke,  expressed  or  implied,  to  no  action 
of  the  House  that  shall  toucn  that  individual 
(Mr.  Adams)  with  so  much  as  the  uttermost 
edge  of  the  shadow  of  indignity,  will  I  give  my 
assent.  If^  in  the  present  contingency,  any 
thing  had  transpired  of  itself  tending  to  justify 
the  resolution  of  censure,  I  could  not  fail  to 
remember  that  he,  who  is  the  object  of  it,  has 
predded  over  the  destinies  of  my  country ;  that 
he  is  at  this  moment  a  representative,  in  com- 
mon with  myself  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts ; 
that,  eminent  as  he  is  by  reason  of  his  long 
public  services,  and  the  exalted  stations  he  has 
held,  he  is  yet  more  eminent  for  his  intellectual 
superiority ;  that  his  loharacter  no  longer  be- 
longs to  his  State  or  his  country,  but  to  the 
history  of  civilization  and  of  liberty;  and  I 
would  have  members  ponder  well  the  eaao,  be- 
fore they  proceed,  whether  to  gratify  fHends  or 
appease  foes,  to  record  their  votes  in  censure 
<H  such  a  man. 

This  House  is  called  upon  to  punish  my  col- 
league, for  the  alleged  ofTenoe  of  speaking  words 
in  his  place,  and  in  the  execution  of  his  duty, 
wUoh  give  color  to  the  idea  that. slaves  possess 
the  right  of  petition.  Was  it  an  ciffbnce  }  And 
if  io,  in  what  text  is  the  offence  defined  and  the 
pcmlumient  prescribed  ?  There  is  no  such  text. 
The  proposition  is,  to  censnre  my  colleague  at 
the  mere  will  of  the  Houae^  its  aibitrary  will, 
for  an  act  which  offends  a  iKnrtion  of  Ha  mem- 


bers, by  raising  the  imfdication  of  an  erroneoot 
idea.  Whither  is  this  precedent  to  lead  ?  Is  it 
not  utterly  subversive  of  the  freedom  of  debatel 
A  member  is  not  to  utter  an  opinion,  or  bf 
words  of  inquiry  insinuate  an  opinion,  obnoxiofla 
to  the  rest  of  the  Boose  t  I  must  express  m^ 
surprise — I  will  not  say  my  indignation,  becauM 
that  would  infer  reproach — that  gentlemen,  vbo 
continually  themselves  exercise  the  privilege  of 
debate  in  its  widest  latitude — ^who  stretch  it  to 
the  farthest  verge — who  do  this  in  the  utteruM 
of  opinions  offenaive  to  a  migority  of  the 
Honse — my  profound  astonishment  that  sacb 
gentlemen  should  urge  the  arbitraiy  punish- 
ment of  my  colleague  for  a  pretended  abase  of 
the  right  of  debate.  Or  do  members  from  the 
South  conceive  they  are  to  have  the  pririleg* 
of  speech  exdusivdy  to  themselves  f  If  so,  it 
is  time  they  should  awake  from  their  gelf-dds- 
sion. 

Relying,  however,  very  litQe  on  the  merits 
of  the  question,  gMitlemen  seek  to  justify  their 
purpose  by  other  considerations.  To  be^ 
they  denounce,  in  no  measured  termi^  the  dis- 
tinguishing opinions  of  Massachusetts  on  the 
subject  of  this  great  question  of  pnltlie  liberty, 
incidental  to  the  resolution  before  «m>  They 
err  most  egref^ously,  if  they  be^ve  that  soch 
opinions  are  exclusively  peculiar  to  Msseachn- 
setts  or  to  New  England.  Those  opinions  pre- 
vail quite  as  extensively  in  the  great  States  of 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  for  exam- 
ple, as  they  do  in  New  England.  They  are,  in- 
dee>d,  opinions  of  elementu  right,  lying  at  the 
very  bottom  of  all  the  political  institutions  ol 
the  country.  It  may  be  that  such  opinions  are 
more  strongly  held,  and  more  univmidly  nndo^ 
stood,  in  New  England,  than  elsewhere  in  the 
United  States.  I  may  not  deny  it  Deny  it?  I 
glory  in  the  fact.  Itistheproofandtbensaltof 
our  old  and  persevering  dedication  to  liberty. 

Gentiemen  talk  to  ns  of  these  our  great  taa- 
damental  rights — as  the  freedom  of  B|)eech,  of 
opinion,  ofpetition — asif  they  weredenvedfrwn 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  I  Mout 
such  a  doctrine.  If  there  were  a  drop  in  mj 
veins  that  did  not  rebel  against  the  seutimest, 
it  would  be  bastard  bloo£  Sir,  I  chiim  to  be 
descended  from  the  kiug-Ulling  Roundheads  of 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  First;  through  a  race 
of  men  not  unremembered  in  peace  or  ■wti; 
never  backward  in  the  struggles  of  Kberty ;  « 
family,  upon  the  head  of  a  member  of  wnMh 
the  first  price  of  blood  was  set  by  Great  Britsffl, 
in  revenge  of  his  early  devotion  to  the  cause  » 
independence.  I  venerate  their  character  m 
their  principles.  I  am  ready  to  do  w  they  44 
— to  abandon  all  the  advantages  of  coantiy, 
home,  fortune,  station— to  fly  to  some  western 
wilderness — and  to  live  upon  a  handAil  of  !*«'{• 
ed  corn  and  a  cup  of  cold  water,  with  Gods 
blessing  on  honest  independenoe— eooner  thtn 
I  will  surrender  odo  jot  or  tittle  of  those  0«» 
prindplea  of  liberty  which  I  have  socked  m 
with  my  mother's  milk.  I  disdain  to  hold  these 
rights  by  any  parohment  title.    The  pe(^  » 
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tiieOommon wealth  of  Massaohnsotts,  the  people 
of  every  State  of  this  Union,  came  into  it  in  the 
fldl  poBseaeion  and  fruition  of  all  these  rights. 
We  did  not  oonstitnte  this  Government  as  the 
means  of  aoqniring  new  rights,  bat  for  the  pro- 
tection of  old  ones,  which  natore  had  conferred 
npon  ns ;  which  the  oonstitation  rightly  regards 
as  pre-existing  rights;  and,  as  to  which,  aU  the 
oonstitation  Ssx»  is  to  provide  that  these  rights 
neither  joo,  nor  any  power  on  earth,  shall 
•Iter,  abrogate,  or  abridge.  They  are  rights  of 
Heaven's  own  giving.  We  hold  them  oy  the 
Bnpreme  tennre  of  revolution.  We  bold  them 
by  the  dread  arbitrament  of  battle.  We  hold 
toem  by  the  concession  of  a  higher  and  broader 
<diarter  than  all  the  constitations  in  the  land — 
tlie  fK»  donation  of  the  eternal  God,  when  he 
made  ds  to  be  rnssn.  These,  the  cardinal  prin- 
dples  of  homan  freedom,  he  has  implanted  in 
US,  and  placed  them  before  and  behind  and 
aroond  oa,  for  our  guard  and  guidance,  like  the 
okmd  by  day  and  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night, 
which  led  the  Israelites  through  the  desert.  It 
ia  a  liberty,  native,  inborn,  original,  underived, 
imprescriptible ;  and  acknowl^ged  in  the  oon- 
stitation iteeli^  as  pre-eminenuy  before  and 
above  fbe  constitution. 

Now,  in  their  denonoiatioDB  of  the  North,  it 
is  these,  the  very  primordial  rights  of  the  uni-. 
versal  people  of  the  United  States,  that  gentle- 
men firom  the  South  assail.  They  strike  at  the 
freedom  of  (pinion,  tA  the  press,  and  of  speech, 
oat  of  doors — and  the  right  of  petition  and  de- 
bate in  this  House. 

It  seems  to  be  imputed  as  a  crime,  to  a  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  non-slaveholding 
Statesi,  that  they  entertain  sentiments  condemn- 
ed by  a  mt^iority  of  this  nation.  Bbt  can  it  be 
a  crime  t  I  appeal  once  ag^  to  that  portion 
of  the  members  from  the  South  who  are  fore- 
most in  this  debate — ^I  mean  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Thoiipso)^  and  his 
friends — who  on  certain  subjects  differ  in  opin- 
ion with  a  great  m^ority  of  their  countrymen ; 
and  I  ask  t£em  whether  they  stand  prepared  to 
abide  by  and  sustain  the  doctrine  that  opinions, 
OBaooeptable  to  the  m^ority,  are  a  moral  or 
poUtioal  erime  ?  Will  they  iqtply  to  themselves 
the  rule  of  judgment  which  they  urge  so  ve- 
hemently against  the  people  of  the  North? 
Will  they  deliberately  sanction  such  an  odious 
doctrine?  I  know  they  cannot.  They  must 
perceive  that  it  is  impossible  by  any  act  of  the 
will  to  control  the  oondomons  of  the  mind.  It 
is  our  duty,  in  all  the  contingencies  of  life,  to 
weigh  well  the  facts  and  the  reasonings  npon 
which  our  judgments  are  to  be  formed ;  to  ap- 
ply to  every  question  a  conscientious  desire  to 
arrive  at  the  truth ;  to  spare  no  means  to  inform 
ourselves  rightly  as  to  the  matters  which  the 
imnd  is  to  judge.  But  the  result  is  not  a  thing 
within  the  scope  of  the  will.  And  it  is  mon- 
■troos,  therefore,  to  bring  opinions  to  the  bar 
of  legal  censure.  It  is  a  violation  of  the  inte- 
rior sanctuary  of  a  man's  own  souL  It  is  the 
very  acme  of  tyranny.    The  arbitraiy  poww  to 


condemn  and  punish  opinion  is  that  which  save 
birth  to  the  protestant  reformation,  and  which 
has  rendered  the  inquisition  a  by-word  of  odium 
and  reproach.  It  is  that  self-same  thing  fh>m 
which  our  fathers  fled — the  Puritans,  the  Cath- 
olics, the  Quakers,  the  Huguenots — when  they 
left  their  native  Europe  to  found  an  asylum  for 
conscience  in  this  New  World.  It  is  that  which 
has  nerved  tlie  arm  and  edged  tiie  sword,  in 
every  contest  of  liberty,  which  lightens  along 
the  history  of  civilized  man. 

As  to  speech  and  the  press — I  admit  that 
here  there  is  more  difficulty  than  in  the  case 
of  opinion.  It  is  a  practical  problem,  extreme- 
ly difficult  of  sedation,  to  determine  always  how 
much  of  liberty  in  this  respect  is  possible  to  be 
maintained,  without  degenerating  into  lioen- 
tionsness.  And  it  is  a  practical  question,  great- 
ly dependent  on  times  and  circomstances.  I 
i&all  not  seek,  in  these  cursoiy  remarks,  to 
solve  the  problem.  It  suffices  {at  my  present 
purpose  to  suggest  the  idea,  that  the  supprea- 
sion  of  politicafinqniry,  while  it  is  a  thing  hot- 
tile  to  the  general  spirit  of  our  institationst  ia 
hard  of  accomplishment,  and  apt  enough  to  end 
in  aggravating  the  evU  it  is  dengned  to  remedy. 

I  had  occasion,  the  last  winter,  to  express  my 
views  on  the  general  subject  of  the  rignt  of  pe- 
tition. They  remain  without  change.  Ana  I 
can  but  repeat  my  conviction,  that  wis,  like  the 
liberty  of  conscience  and  the  press,  is  not  a  right 
given  by  the  constitution,  but  an  original  right 
of  the  constituent  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  one  which  they  never  parted  with,  but  in 
their  compacts  of  political  fellowship  ex]Meeily 
saved  from  aU  abridgment  and  limitation  for- 
ever. The  right  of  the  people  to  petition  for  a 
redress  of  grievances,  and  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  receive  and  consider  bu<^  petitions,  are  ia 
my  estimation  the  c<»Telative  conditions  of  the 
right  A  petition  is  the  formal  mode  in  whidi 
the  people  bring  their  wants  or  opinions  to  the 
direct  notice  of  Congress.  It  is  an  essential  in> 
gredient  of  representative  institutions.  To  for- 
bid the  citizen  to  prefer  his  wishes  to  Congress 
by  petition  would  be  to  lop  off  one  m^the 
chief  democratic  features  of  our  Gk>vemmentt 
and  to  convert  it  into  an  aristocracy  of  dective 
despotism.  It  woold  be  a  curtailment  of  the 
constitutional  liberties  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  they  could  not  and 
should  not  submit. 

Mr.  Speaker,  such  are  my  sentiments  in  re- 
gard to  these  great  fundamental  rights  of  my 
fellow-citizens.  I  think  they  are,  m  the  sub- 
stance and  the  general  outline,  the  sentiments 
of  the  bulk  of  the  people  of  the  North ;  and  I 
had  fondly  imagined,  until  very  recenUy,  that 
they  were  sentiments  co-extensive  in  preva- 
lence with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  republic  £n- 
tertiuning  ttus  belief^  I  have  deeply  regretted  to 
see  the  dangerous  topic  of  slavery  mixed  op 
with  other  questions,  wholly  foreign  to  it  in 
principle. 

Sir,  I  put  it  to  gentiemen,  in  all  directness  and 
Binoerity,  do  they  suppose  that  angry  attacks 
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on  the  freedom  of  opiikion,  of  speech,  of  the 
press,  of  petition,  of  debate,  are  likely  to  check 
the  spread  in  the  United  States  of  that  disap- 
probation of  slavery,  'which  is  bnt  another  form, 
conversely  considered,  of  the  love  of  liberty  ? 
Do  they  deem  it  possible  to  smother  the  opin- 
ions and  stifle  the  petitions  of  the  free  men  of 
the  United  States  t  Ay,  and  of  the  free  women 
too  ?  For  I  confess  it  seems  to  me  a  strange 
idea  to  uphold,  in  this  enlightened  age,  that 
woman,  refined,  educated,  intellectnal  woman, 
is  to  have  no  opinion,  or  no  right  to  express 
that  opinion.  Do  gentlemen  soberly  think 
their  caose  can  be  strengthened  in  the  oonntry, 
by  bringing  to  the  bar  of  the  Honse  for  con- 
tempt, by  subjecting  to  censure,  by  expelling, 
a  Representative  of  one  of  the  firee  States,  be- 
canse  he  may  have  given  color  to  the  idea  that 
daves  can  petition  Congress  t 

The  resolution  before  the  House  proposes  to 
censure  my  colleague  for  the  act  of  stating  that 
he  held  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  petition  from 
slaves,  ana  asking  of  the  Speaker  whether  such 
a  paper  falls  within  a  certain  order  of  the 
House. 

Now,  as  I  have  already  said,  I  hold  the  right 
of  petition  to  be  an  original  and  unalienated 
right  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  secur- 
ed to  them  by  the  constitution,  but  not  derived 
from  it.  I  hold  that  the  right  appert^ns,  not 
to  the  snbjeot  matter  of  the  petition,  bnt  to  the 
person  of  the  petitioner.  I  liold,  also,  that  the 
obligation  to  receive  a  petition  corresponds 
to  the  right  of  petitioning;  since  the  right, 
without  the  dnty,  is  a  mere  name,  and  not  a 
substance.  And  there  may  be  a  power  to  re- 
ceive a  x>etition,  without  any  obligation  to  re- 
ceive it,  or  any  right  to  insist  npon  its  reception 
as  a  corresponding  dnty.  For  instance,  Con- 
cress  has  the  power  to  receive  a  petition  of  a 
foreigner ;  ana  yet  Congress  lies  under  no  obli- 
^tion  to  receive  it ;  because  the  right  of  peti- 
tion is  guaranteed  only  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Is  it  not,  as  a  matter  of  consti- 
tutional law,  just  so  in  the  case  of  a  slave! 
The  constitution  guarantees  to  the  constituent 
people  of  the  United  States  their  natural  rights 
of  opinion,  discussion,  assembly,  and  petition, 
against  all  abridgment.  Are  daves  embraced 
within  these  guarantees  of  the  constitntion  ?  I 
think  not.  As  to  the  natural  right  of  the  dave 
in  these  particulars,  that,  like  his  natural  right 
o(  personal  ft^edom,  not  being  assured  to  him 
by  the  Johstifutionai  compact,  is  not  a  question 
within  the  constitutional  competency  of  C<m- 


Bnt  the  ini^tiiry  whether  Congress  may  re- 
43eive  the  petition  of  a  slave  depends  on  other 
oonnderations.  It  is  a  question,  not  of  the 
right  of  the  petitioner,  bnt  of  the  discretion  or 
power  of  the  petitioned.  And  this  appears  to 
me  to  be  Just  such  a  matter-of-fact  question  of 
common  sense  as  might  occur  in  the  relations  of 
private  life.  There  is  a  multitude  of  supposable 
cases  in  which  I  could  receive  and  grant  the  re- 
quest— that  is,  the  petition — of  a  slave.    I  can- 


not infringe  the  legal  rights  of  the  master  with- 
out becoming  amenable  to  the  law  of  the  land; 
nay,  to  a  higher  forum,  since  I  should  be  doing 
an  act  immoral  and  dishonorable  as  well  aslHe- 
gal.  He  is  in  the  eye  of  the  law  the  property 
of  his  roaster.  But  is  he  not  also  a  hnuian  be 
ing  ?  Does  not  the  Constitntion  of  the  United 
States  expresdy  call  him  a  person,  while  mak- 
ing him  an  integral  part  of  the  basis  of  repnv 
sentation  ?  Can  he  prefer  no  petition,  no  re- 
quest, no  prayer,  in  any  circumstances?  If  I 
see  him  drowning  in  the  cand,  or  dx>at  to  be 
struck  down  by  a  stranger,  and  he  criee  to  me 
for  succor,  may  I  not  listen  to  him  ?  Sqipoie 
a  memorial  to  come  to  me  from  a  slave,  setticg 
forth  by  well-authenticated  statements,  that  he 
is  in  a  foreign  land,  oppressed  and  wronged, 
and  his  master,  a  citizen  of  this  conntiy,  doei 
not  know  it,  or  cannot  be  found ;  may  I  not 
bring  the  matter  before  the  Government,  whe- 
ther it  be  Congress  or  the  Executive,  which- 
ever has  the  power  to  afford  redress !  Vhat  I 
mean  to  say  is,  that,  in  matters  haring  nothing 
to  do  with  abolition,  and  not  affecting  in  *nj 
other  respect  the  le^  rights  of  the  master,  it 
might  be  proper  and  reasonable  to  lend  an  ear 
to  the  petition  of  a  slave.  These,  I  know,  are 
extreme  cases ;  and  they  are  suggested  ody  as 
illustrations  of  my  idea ;  for  I  would  no  more 
present  a  petition  from  slaves,  in  derogation  of 
any  of  ^o  constitutional  rights  of  the  South, 
than  I  would  offer  a  deliberate  insdt  to  the 
Chair  or  to  the  House. 

Having  been  at  all  times  a  strennons  adroeate 
of  the  freedom  of  opinion,  of  the  press,  and  of 
petition,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  state  Urns 
explicitly  njy  views  of  the  eristtog  constitn- 
tiond  limitation  of  these  immunities.  It  were 
unbecoming  to  be  a  stickler  for  the  ri^ts  of 
one  part  of  the  country,  and  blind  to  the  righte 
of  another  part.  I  resist  the  attempt  to  punish 
my  colleague  by  a  sort  of  ex  poit  /aet«  law, 
which  in  its  tendency  extinguishes  the  freedom 
of  debate,  and  subjects  every  member  to  the 
arbitrary  will  of  a  m^ority.  I  defend  the 
particular  opinions  of  the  North.  I  assert  the 
fireedom  of  opinion,  speech,  the  press,  P*''''''^ 
inherent  in  the  people  of  the  United  States,  ana 
secured  to  them  by  tlie  constitution.  Bnt  while 
I  maintdn  the  sanctity,  the  inviolability  of  these 
rights,  as  it  befits  a  representative  of  MaassM"" 
setts  to  do,  I  will  not  practise  here,  nor  coM^ 
tenance  elsewhere,  any  encroachments  on  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  Sonth. 


Wkdnxsdat,  Febmary  8. 

Eleetion  of  President  and  Vice  Pretideni-- 
Counting  the  Electoral  Vote*. 

This  being  the  day  espeoidly  set  apart  by  s 
joint  resolution  for  the  two  Houses  to  oonwne 
in  joint  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  op*"^ 
and  counting  the  electoral  votes  given  "J'"'' 
severd  States  for  Preddent  and  Vice  Preswent 
of  the  United  States- 
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Hi.  Hatnxs  Mud,  as  the  boar  hiid  nearly 
elapsed,  he  begged  to  propound  an  inquiry  to 
ibe  Chair,  in  relation  to  the  order  in  which  the 
Stnate  should  be  reoeired  by  the  Hoote  on 
oteasioos  like  the  present. 

The  Chaib  stated,  in  reply,  that  the  nsnal 
eoorse  bad  heretofore  been  for  the  Honse,  some 
diort  time  before  the  arrival  of  the  hour,  to 
tend  a  message  to  the  Senate,  informing  that 
bodj  that  the  Honse  was  in  readiness  to  re- 
ceive them  and  count  the  votes.  The  Chair 
stated,  flirther,  that,  so  fiar  as  he  had  been  in- 
iiMTned,  the  mode  of  receiving  the  Senate  by 
the  House  was  for  the  members  to  stand  on- 
eovered. 

)fr.  Pattoit  moved  that,  while  the  vote* 
were  being  counted,  ladies  be  admitted  to  the 
privilege  of  the  floor  of  the  halL 
Mr.  JxBVi^  objected. 

Mr.  Calhouh,  ot  Massaohnsetts,  moved  a 
nsp^ision  of  the  rule ;  agreed  to— yeas  141, 
noes  not  counted ;  and  Mr.  Pattox's  motion 
was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  AxTHOirr  inquired  if  it  was  necessary  to 
move  that  a  committee  wait  upon  the  Senate ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  the  chairman  of  the  select 
committee  on  the  subject  should  appoint  a  sub- 
committee, or  the  Sp««ker  of  the  House. 

The  Cbaib  stated,  in  reply,  that  upon  every 
occaaon  of  this  kind,  with  a  single  exception, 
dM  invariable  eonrse  had  been  to  send  a  mes- 
sage to  the  Senate  by  the  Clerk.  In  one  instance 
onJy  the  message  had  been  transmitted  by  a 
eoBimitt«e  of  two  mepibers  of  the  House,  who 
were  also  ^pointed  to  conduct  the  Senate  into 
the  hall ;  but  that  was  a  departure  from  the 
former  practice. 

Mr.  Abthont  moved  that  a  message  be  then 
tmA  to  the  8«iate  by  the  Clerk,  notUying  that 
body  that  the  Honse  was  in  readiness  to  receive 
them,  and  coont  the  votes  for  President  and 
Yioe  Prendent  of  the  United  States. 

The  Chaib  stated,  before  putting  the  question, 
diat  the  seats  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker's 
eh^  had  been  provided  for  the  accommodation 
«f  the  Senate,  and  others  provided  for  the 
BMnbers  to  which  they  belonged. 

Ur.  Ahthoxy's  motion  was  then  put  and 
agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  left  the  House;  the 
Senate  sh<Hlly  after  entered  the  hall,  with  the 
Prerident  of  the  Senate,  the  Hon.  William  B. 
Kno,  of  Alabama,  at  their  head,  preceded  by 
the  SecnAary  and  the  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the 
Senate,  and  were  received  at  the  door  of  the 
AaD,  and  oonduoted  to  the  seat  assigned  them 
by  die  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, all  the  members  being  uncovered, 
and  ridng  in  their  places. 

When  the  Senators  had  taken  the  seats  as- 
dgned  them,  and  the  President  of  the  Senate 
Md  seated  himself  at  the  right  of  the  Speaker, 
Ihe  tellers  took  their  seats  at  the  Clerk's 
table.' 

The  idlers  were — ^for  the  Senate,  the  Hon. 
Faux  Gbuhdt  ;  for  the  House  of  Bepreseuta- 


tives,  the  Hon.  Fbasois  Thomas  and  the  Hob. 
Levi  Linooln. 

The  PaisiDSNT  or  teb  Sehatk  then  rose  and 
said: 

The  two  Houses  being  now  convened  for  the 
purpose  of  counting  the  electoral  votes  of  the 
several  States  for  I^«8ident  and  Yioe  President 
of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the 
Senate  will,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  proceed  to  open  the  votes  and 
deliver  them  to  the  tellers,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  counted. 

I  now  present  to  the  tellers  the  electoral  vote 
of  the  State  of  Maine.  ' 

The  tellers  then  counted  the  votes,  and  an- 
nounced them,  severally,  in  their  order,  the 
same  form  having  been  observed  in  every  case ; 
the  tellers  also  reading  the  qualifications  of  the 
electors,  and  the  certmcates  of  their  elections. 

He  then  announced  the  result,  as  reported 
by  the  tellers,  as  follows : 

For  Prerident  qf  the  VhiUd  Statei. 
For  Mabthi  Vaw  BmusK,  of  New  York — 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  coimted    -    170 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not  counted  167 
For  William  Hxnbt  Habbison,  of  Ohio  -    78 
For  HuoH  Lawsok  Whtti,  of  Tenneesee  -    89 
For  Dakul  Wbbstbb,  of  Massachusetts   -    14 ' 
For  Willis  P.  MAseuM,  of  North  Carolina  11 

It  therefore  appears  (continued  the  President) 
that,  were  the  votes  of  Michigan  to  be  oonnted, 
the  result  would  be,  for  Mabtiii  Yak  Bubbk, 
for  President  of  the  United  States,  170  votes ; 
if  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not  counted,  Mab- 
TIN  Yan  Bubbn  then  has  167  votes.  In  either 
event,  MABinf  Yan  Bubxh,  of  New  York,  is 
elected  President  of  the  United  States ;  and  I 
therefore  declare  that  Mabtut  Yah  JBimnr, 
having  received  a  m^ority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  electoral  votes,  is  duly  elected  Preddent 
of  the  United  States,  for  four  years,  oommeno- 
ingthe  4th  day  of  March,  1887. 

The  Pbbsidknt  of  thb  Senatb  then  an- 
nounced the  votes  for  Yioe  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  reported  by  the  tellers,  as 
follows:  • 
For  BiOHABD  M.  JoHBSOH,  of  Eentndcy — 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  counted   -    147 

K  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not  oonnted  144 
For  Fbahois  Gbaitokb,  of  New  York  -  77 
For  JoHM  Ttlkb,  of  Yirginia  -  -  -  47 
For  WouAM  Smith,  of  Alabama     •       -    88 

It  therefore  appears  (continued  the  Presi- 
dent) that,  were  the  votes  of  Michigan  counted, 
tiie  highest  number  of  votes  for  Yice  President 
of  the  United  States  would  be  147;  and  if 
those  votes  be  not  counted,  the  highest  number 
of  votes  for  that  o£Bce  will  be  144.  But,  in 
either  event,  no  person  has  received  a  n^jmity 
of  the  electoral  votes  for  Yice  Prerident  of  the 
United  States ;  and  I  do  therefore  declare,  that^ 
no  person  having  received  such  mafority,  no 
person  has  been  elected  to  that  office;  that 
BioHABO  M  JoHNBON^f  Kentucky,  and  Fkak- 
ois  Gbaxobb,  of  New  York,  are  the  two  highest 
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on  the  list ;  and  it  now  devolves  on  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  as  proyided  in  the  eonsti- 
tntion,  from  those  tiro  persons  to  elect  a  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States. 
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The  Pbbhiuknt  or  thb  Bbnati  then  an- 
Boonoed  that  the  object  for  which  the  two 
Houses  were  assembled,  nnder  the  constitution, 
had  been  accomplished,  and  that  the  Soiators 
wonld  retire  to  uteir  chamber  in  order. 

The  Senators  then  rose  and  retired  in  the 
order  thev  came,  the  members  of  the  Eonse 
rimng  in  their  places  and  remaining  nnooyered, 

Hr.  Tboicas,  firom  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Eonse  of  Repreeentatives,  to  Join  snch 
committee  as  might  be  appointel  on  the  part 
of  tite  Senate,  to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode 
of  examining  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
Preddent  of  the  United  States,  and  of  notifying 
tbepenomi elected  of  their  election,  reported : 

That  the  Johit  committee,  in  ftirther  execn- 
tkm  of  the  duties  with  which  fhej  were 
charged  by  the  two  Eonses  of  Congress,  hare 
agreed  to  the  f<^owing  resolntfon,  in  which 


their  committee  recommend  to  the  Eonse  of 
Representatives  to  concur : 

Sttolvii,  That  a  coauaittee  of  one  mesober  of  the 
Senate  be  appointed  by  that  body,  to  join  a  am- 
mittee  of  two  members  of  the  House  of  Bqireseota- 
tives,  to  be  appointed  by  tbat  House,  to  wait  oa 
Haxtiii  Van  Bdrik,  of  New  Toric,  and  notify  Um 
that  be  lias  been  duly  elected  Freadent  of  the  United 
States  for  four  years,  commendng  with  the  4th  day 
oflIaich,1837. 

The  above   reaolntion   having   been   oob- 
onrredin, 
The  Eonse  a^Joumod. 


Thubsdat,  Febmaiy  0. 
Cmture  of  Mr.  Adatiu. 

The  Ohaib  announced  the  unfinished  basi- 
ness,  being  the  qnestion  of  privilege  inv(dTed 
in  the  oonnderation  c^  the  following  reaolotkias 
in  relation  to  Mr.  Adajis. 

The  original  resolution  moved  by  tfr.  W. 
Thoufson  was  modified  by  him,  at  the  sngges- 
tion  of  Mr.  Dbomsoouc,  as  follows: 

"1.  Jieao/md;  Tbat  the  Hon.  JoBvQnscTADAMi, 
a  member  of  this  House,  by  Btating,  in  bis  place, 
that  be  had  in  Us  possession  a  p«pet  purporting  to 
be  a  petitioa  from  slaves,  and  faiquiring  if  it  came 
within  the  meaning  (rf  a  resolntion  lierelolOTe  adopted, 
(as  prelhninary  to  its  presentation,)  has  given  color 
to  the  idea  that  slaves  have  the  right  of  pedtioii, 
and  of  his  readiness  to  be  their  wgin;  ud  thit 
for  the  same  he  deserves  the  insure  of  this  House. 

"  2.  Setoived,  That  the  aforesaid  Jonx  Q.  Adahs 
receive  a  censure  from  the  Speaker,  in  the  presence 
of  the  House  of  Bepreeentatives." 

Mr.  Btbiix  had  offered  the  fbUowing  as  a 
substitnte : 

Strike  ont  all  sfterAe  word  "  Jistofwd;"  and  in- 
sert, "  That  an  attempt  to  present  any  petition  or 
memorial  from  any  slave  or  slaves,  or  free  negro^ 
from  any  part  of  tiie  Union,  is  a  contempt  of  the 
House,  and  caloolated  to  emlnoil  it  in  a  strife  a«l 
ooni^on  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  the  bodj^ 
and  that  any  member  gnilty  of  the  same  justly  aab- 
j«ct8  himself  to  the  censore  of  the  House. 

"  Jiewlved,  That  a  committee  be  u>pointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  fact  whether  any  sudi  attonpt  has 
been  made  by  any  member  of  this  House,  and  report 
tiie  same  to  tke  House  as  soon  as  practicable.*' 

The  question  immediately  pending  waa  tiia 
following  amendment  to  the  funendmentntoved 
by  Mr.  Pattok  : 

"  StMlved,  That  the  risfat  <rf'  petition  does  not  be- 
long to  slaves  of  this  Umon ;  tliat  no  petitioa  from 
them  can  be  presmted  to  this  Hoose  witboot  daro- 
gating  from  the  rights  of  tlie  slsreholding  States  ad 
endangering  the  faitegrity  of  the  Union. 

"  RmoI^mL,  That  every  mend>er  who  shaB  bsra- 
after  present  any  sudi  petition  to  this  House  ooritt 
to  be  conudered  as  reKardleaa  of  the  feelings  of  una 
House,  the  rights  of  me  South,  and  an  eaemjfa  the 
Union. 

"  Rttolvtd,  That  the  Hon.  Johv  Q.  AnAU  having 
solemnly  disclaimed  a  derign  of  dohiig  any  tiling  dis- 
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mpect&A  to  tiie  Hoose  in  the  inquiry  he  made  of 
die  Speaker  as  to  tlie  petition  puiporting  to  be  {Whs 
dwee,  and  having  avowed  his  intention  not  to  offer 
to  pnMBt  the  petition  if  the  Hooae  wis  ef  opinion 
liiat  it  ought  not  to  be  presented — therefore,  idl  fiir- 
tber  pracMding  as  to  his  ooodoet  now  ceaie." 

Mr.  Fkkkoh  said :  The  honorable  gentienun 
from  Massachnaetts  (Mr.  Cubhwo)  who  lost 
addiesaed  the  House  npon  these  resdntions, 
e(nteDded  that  the  rixlit  of  petition  was  a 
BBbiral  right,  derived  from  oar  Creator ;  and, 
being  a  natoral  right,  so  derived^  bel<»ged  to 
an  hmnan  beings.  If  that  gentleman  meant 
tiiat  all  men  have  the  natnral  right  to  snppli- 
cate  the  Deity,  he  is  right  If  he  meant  that 
afl  nten,  whQe  in  a  state  of  natore,  had  the 
right  to  petition  tiieir  fellow-beings  for  what 
thej  wanted,  he  is  right.  K  he  meant  that  all 
mm,  in  their  penonal  reladoos  and  intfflvoane, 
have  the  tame  right  now,  he  is  right.  But  if 
he  meant  that  aU  men  have  tbo  right  to  peti- 
tun  the  Government,  I  think  he  is  wrong. 

Sir,  there  was  a  time  when  civil  government 
did  not  exist ;  and  liow  oan  a  man  be  sidd  to 
have  a  natural  right  to  petition  a  politioal  being 
who  had  no  voice  in  its  creaUon  —  who  is 
neither  party  nor  privy  to  the  body  politic  I 

That  gentleman  was  pleased  also  to  &vor  xu 
with  what  he  termed  the  abstract  opinions  of 
the  abolitionists — opinions  which,  as  he  sud, 
they  honestly  and  conscientioosly  entertained. 
And  what  are  those  opinions?  That  slavery 
m,  in  the  abstract,  a  social,  moral,  and  politictd 
erlL  I  will  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  debate  the  qnes- 
tk>B  whether  slavery  be  or  be-  not,  in  the  ab- 
stract, a  social,  moral,  or  poQtical  evil,  bat  I 
refer  to  what  the  honorable  gentleman  6aid  to 
jroro  what  are  the  grievances  of  the  aboli? 
tionista,  and  what  Qieir  objects.  Slaveqf, 
aoeording  to  his  expoe^  of  their  views,  is  their 
grievanoe — nniversal  emancipation,  then,  mast 
be  their  object 

If  they  prevail  in  that  objeot*  throngh  the 
aotioa  of  Ooiufress,  what  becomes  of  the  rights 
ot  tbe  sken  States,  as  guaranteed  to  them  by 
Hie  eonatitation  t  What  becomes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ?  Bir,  it  is  pl^n  that  the  end  of  these 
tiiinga,  if  sacoeeefol,  terminates  in  tlie  over- 
throw of  the  Government  This  view  of  the 
nbject,  therefore,  has  also  an  onfortnnate  bear- 
ing upon  the  condnot  of  the  honorable  gende- 
nan  whom  it  is  proposed  to  censure. 

Sir,  the  history  at  abolition  petitions  in  this 
Hooae  dming  the  last  and  present  sessions  of 
Oon^eea,  and  of  the  efforts  of  a  large  nuyority 
of  this  House  to  avoid  the  agitation  and  conse- 
oo^t  excitement,  here  and  elsewhere,  of  this 
oaageroos  question,  are  known  to  this  Hooae 
and  to  the  country.  I  will  not  attempt  to 
npeat  them,  but  will  call  the  attenticm  of  the 
House  to  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  January, 
by  whieh  this  House  ordwed  all  petitions, 
BMuMiala,  propoeitiona,  and  papers,  relating  to 
slavery  or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  presented 
to  the  Hooae,  to  be  reo^Ted  and  laid  npon  the 


table,  without  being  printed  or  referred.    It 
reads  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Rttolvtd,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resola- 
tiona,  proportions,  or  papers,  relatine  in  any  way, 
or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  uavery, 
or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  ahall,  without  being 
either  printed  or  referred,  be  lud  upon  the  table, 
and  that  no  i^niher  action  iriiatever  shall  be  had 
thereon." 

What,  sir,  was  the  object  of  this  House  in 
passing  this  resolution  f  It  was  to  give  peace 
to  this  House  a^d  the  country  on  this  exciting 

Question.  -  That  'olneot  was  known  to  us  alL 
t  was  known  to  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
question.  His  conduct,  therefore,  in  bringing 
before  the  House  the  question  of  the  right  of 
slaves  to  petition,  by  inqjiiring  of  the  Chair 
if  a  petition  from  slaves  came  within  that 
resolution,  defeats  the  object  of  the  House, 
and  is  disreq>ectful  to  t}ie  Honse. 

The  terms  of  the  resolution  are  broad  and 
comprehensive ;  and,  considered  without  re- 
ference to  those  to  whom  the  right  of  petition 
beIoi)g&  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
adopteo,  and  the  object  the  House  had  in  view 
by  its  passage,  would  be  construed  to  let  in 
petitions  auQ  papers  on  the  subjects  embraced 
m  it  from  all  persons.  But  when  oonudered  in 
reference  to  tnese  considerations,  the  resolution 
neither  enlarges  nor  abridges  the  right  of  peti- 
tion. It  leaves  the  right  of  petition  as  it  stood 
before  its  passage.  Does  that  resolution,  then, 
enlarge  the  right  of  petition  !  The  House  did 
not  dream  of  enlarging  the  right  of  petition. 
Will  any  one  contend  the  slaves  inhabiting  the 
island  of  Ouba  have  a  right,  under  the  resolu- 
tion, to  petition  this  House?  Or  that  it  givea 
to  the  blacks  pluited  at  Liberia  the  right  of 
petition  ?  In  short,  does  it  confer  the  right  of 
petition  to  all  people!  Surely  not  The 
broadness  of  the  resolution,  then,  forms  no 
justification  or  excuse  for  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massaohnsetta. 

The  conclusion,  then,  TSx.  Speaker,  to  which 
my  own  sense  of  duty  conducts  me,  is,  that 
that  honorable  gentleman,  by  raising  the  ques- 
tion of  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition  this 
House,  did  wrong — in  fact,  by  so  doing,  threw 
a  firebrand  into  the  House,  in  contempt  of  all 
its  efforts  to  allay  all  excitement  npon  this  snb- 
jeot,  and  especidly  of  the  settled  Judgment  of 
the  House,  as  expressed  by  the  passage  of  th« 
resolution  of  the  18th  January — that  he  has^ 
by  his  conduct  in  question,  trifled  with  th« 
House,  its  feelings  and  its  characters,  and  there- 
fore ought  to  be  censured.  In  voting  for  the 
resolution  to  censure  that  honorable  gentleman, 
I  shall  not  be  influenced  by  any  unkind  or 
unfriendly  feeling  towards  him  personally. 
But,  sir,  whilst  I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  my  re^ 
resentative  character,  to  disapprove  of  his 
conduct,  I  shall  give  my  vote  under  a  lively 
sense  of  his  high  character  for  talents  and 
learning,  and  of  the  distinguished  ability  with 
which  he  has  discharged  the  important  duties 
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<tf  the  high  and  honorable  stations  which  he 
has  filled  at  home  and  abroad. 

If  the  nugority  of  this  House  are  satisfied 
with  the  ezplauations  of  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, and  think  proper  to  ezcnse  him,  they  can 
io  so.  Those  explanations  have  not  satisfied 
me,  and  I  shall  do  my  dnty. 

Mr.  Etans  insisted  that  the  charge  of  offence, 
on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, was  too  vague  to  justify  a  vote  of  censure 
upon  him.  There  was  nothing  speci^c.  The 
resolutiua  did  not  set  forth  any  thmg  like  con- 
tempt towards  the  House,  or  even  an  infringe- 
ment of  its  rules,  but  that  he  had  "given  color 
to  the  idea  "  that  slaves  had  the  right  to  peti- 
tion. Mr.  E.  held  that  the  House  had  the  ri^ht 
to  punish  a  member  for  a  determined  violation 
of  its  rules;  because,  otherwise,  the  whole 
business  of  the  country  might  be  obstructed 
by  a  disorderly  member;  but  no  man  could 
be  punished  for  the  expression  of  his  honest 
opinions.  The  limitation  to  this,  such  as  per- 
sonalities, reflections  upon  the  past  conduct  of 
ihe  Honse,  &c.,  were  expressly  laid  down  in 
the  lex parliamentaria.  With  reference  to  the 
right  of  slaves  to  petition,  he  said  there  were 
cases  embracing  it  It  had  been  aiud,  also,  the 
slave  had  no  constitutional  rights  but  through 
his  master.  This  was  not  so ;  and  he  put  the 
cases  of  murder,  or  unprovoked  assault,  and 
that  of  alleged  kidnapping,  where  his  legal 
rights  were  recognized,  and  frequently  put  in 
force. 

Mr.  PioxxNs  explained  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  MiUne  was  alluding  to  his  argument,  he 
(Mr.  P.^  had  not  said  the  slave  had  no  legal 
rights,  but  that  he  had  no  constitutional  or 
political  rights.  That  was  a  question  he  should 
like  to  hear  the  gentleman  argne. 

Mr.  Evans  was  referring  to  constitutional  or 
legal  rights,  which  he  insisted  had  been  secured 
to  the  uave.  He  then  adverted  to  the  general 
character  of  the  petitions  praying  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 
none  of  which  was  there  found  any  harsh  lan- 
guage in  relation  to  the  peculiar  institutions  of 
tibe  South  or  Southern  men,  nor  any  expressed 
or  implied  wish  to  interfere  with  those  institu- 
tions. There  might  be  a  few  solitary  excep- 
tions, but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  there 
was  much  warmth  on  both  sides.  The  right 
of  the  abolitionists  to  petition,  however,  should 
have  been  respected,  and  their  memorials  con- 
tinued to  be  received,  as  they  formerly  had 
been.  While  this  was  done,  their  numbers 
were  few  and  their  efforts  feeble;  but  they 
had  increased  in  numbers,  and  become  more 
powerful,  from  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
been  treated  by  Congress.  They  contended 
that  slavery  was  °a  great  moral,  social,  and 
political  evU,  and  was,  besides,  indefensible  by 
argwnent ;  and  the  refbsal  of  the  Honse  to  list«i 
to  them,  and  argue  with  them,  justified  them, 
in  their  own  opinion,  in  these  allegations ;  but 
there  was  nothing  insulting  in  this.  Even  that 
language  was  borrowed  from  Virginia;  and 


he  was  about  to  cite  some  passages  fi«m  the 
debates  in  that  State  on  the  adoption  of  tiie 
constitution,  ccmtaining  this  declaration,  vbei 

Mr.  Pattok  arose,  and  hoped  the  Cbsir  would 
restrict  the  limits  of  the  debate  within  tbe 
proper  range  of  order.  If  the  gentlemsii  wis 
suffered  to  go  on  in  this  way,  it  mn>t  be 
obvious  that  a  debate  was  springing  up  wlikji 
would  be  interminable. 

The  Chaib  reminded  the  Honse  that  be  had 
several  times  interposed  to  confine  the  debate 
within  the  proper  limits,  and  had  repettedi; 
reminded  gentiemen  that  they  were  taking  too 
wide  a  range,  but  in  the  performance  of  thit 
duty  he  had  not  been  sustained  by  the  House. 
As  he  had  been  called  upon,  however,  he  sbooM 
enforce  the  rule,  and  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  whether  the  gentieman  from  litine 
should  be  aJlowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Etahs  was  allowed  to  proceed,  bat 
declined  to  do  so,  saying  he  did  not  iriah  to 
discuss  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  to  introdnee 
any  new  topics  into  the  debate. 

Mr.  Patton  then  read  the  foUoviog  modifi- 
cation of  his  amendment: 

Rttohed,  That  any  member  who  diiJl  beteiAer 
present  to  the  House  any  petition  from  the  tines  in 
this  Union  oiuht  to  be  considered  is  itgirdleea  of 
the  feelings  of  the  House,  the  rights  of  the  Soutbeni 
States,  and  unfriendly  to  the  Union. 

Hetolved,  That  the  honorable  John  Q.  AoinlitT- 
Ing  solemnly  disclaimed  all  design  of  doing  U17  tbiig 
disrespectful  to  the  House,  in  the  inquiry  he  nude 
of  the  Speaker,  as  to  the  petition  purportmg  to  be 
from  slaves,  and  having  avowed  his  intention  not  to 
olTer  to  present  the  petition  to  the  House,  wuaf 
opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  presented— theRfixe, 
■11  further  proceeSngs  hi  r^;ard  to  his  condactdo 


Mr.  Pattob'  moved  the  above,  which 

Mr.  Thomfsok  accepted,  and  lur.  Btbthw*!'- 
drew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Yabdbbpobl  moved  the  previons  qties- 
tion. 

Mr.  Adamb  ^pealed  to  Mr.  V.  to  withdrs* 
this  motion,  to  allow  him  to  submit  some  n- 
marks  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Vandebpobl  could  not  withdraw  tbe 
motion,  nnless  the  gentieman  from  Massachn- 
setts  wonld  nledge  Mmself  to  renew  the  motioa 
when  he  haa  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Adams  said  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
comply  with  this  request,  because  he  desired  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  a  full  hearing  in  bis 
own  defence ;  and  he  bad  hoped  he  wonld  be 
granted  the  privilege. 

Mr.  Kxmsos  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rbnobkb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nsjs 
on  this  motion ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were 
— yeas  60,  nays  144. 

So  the  motion  to  ky  on  the  table  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Brioos  moved  a  suspension  of  the  roles, 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  gentlsniin 
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from  Maasachosetts  (Mr.  Adams)  to  address  the 
Hooae. 

The  Chub  decided  this  motion  to  be  out  of 
order,  inasmach  as  the  previoas  qnestion  had 
been  moved. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
to  the  previons  question,  when  it  appeared  that 
the  pievioas  question  was  not  seconded — ^yeas 
79,  nays  100. 

Mr.  "WisK  then  smd  he  wished  merely  to 
remark  that  he  hoped  the  House,  after  hearing, 
as  they  ought  to  hear,  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  woold  be  disposed 
to  take  the  qnestion  without  farther  debate; 
because  he  had  an  important  matter  to  lay 
before  the  Boose  from  one  of  the  select  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.   Adams  began   by  observing    that  he 
wonld  take  up  as  little  of  the  time  of  the 
Honse  as  was  possible  for  him  to  do  on  this 
important  sA)ject    The  first  question  before 
the  Honse  was  the  inquiry  addressed  by  him- 
self to  the  Speaker  and  to  the  House.    On  this 
inquiry,  no  question  had  yet  been  taken.    He 
(Mr.  A.)  was,  however,  extremely  anxious  that 
the  question  should  be  taken,  and  that  every 
member   of  this    House    should    record    his 
vote  on  this  important  proposition,  namely : 
"  Whether  the  House  shall  refuse  to  receive  a 
petition  from  slaves,  under  any  circumstances 
■whatever."    When  he  (Mr.  A.)  first  made  this 
proposition  as  a  matter  of  inquiry  only,  and 
when  the  Speaker  submitted  the  inquiry  to 
the  Honse,  a  member  immediately  rose,  (Mr. 
Hatnss,)  and  said  that  he  did  not  know  how  to 
meet  a  proposition  of  this    kind.    He  (Mr. 
HATms)  thought  it  was  not  deserving  atten- 
tion ;  that  to  receive  it  in  any  shape  would  be 
bestowing  upon  it  more  attention  than  it  de- 
served.   If,  then,  the  question  did  not  deserve 
attention,   how  came  it  to  htq>pen  that  the 
House  had  been  engaged  so  long  a  time  in 
debating  upon  such  a  question !    Why,  if  the 
question  was  not  deserving   attention,   have 
gentlemen  professed  to  feel  so  deeply  upon  it, 
and  been  so  anxious  to  bring  me  to  the  bar  of 
the  House  to  receive  censure  ?    Why  was  not 
an  inquiry  of  so  little  importance  disposed  of 
at  once?      If  the  Speaker  had  objected   to 
receiving  the  petition,  I  (said  Mr.  A.)  should 
not  have  presented  the  paper,  out  of  respect  to 
the  House,  though  I  know  that  it  is  a  question 
more  important  than  the  honorable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Hatrss)  imagines.    Sir,  I  know  it  to  be  a 
qaestion  demanding  deep  attention  from  this 
House,  from  this  nation,  and  fW>m  the  civilized 
Torld.     I  said  (continued  Mr.  A.)  that  I  was 
willing  to  abide  by  the  conclusion  the  House 
might  think  proper  to  come  to  on  this  subject, 
whatever  that  conclusion  might  be ;  but  at  the 
Eflme  time  I  confess  J  was  exceedingly  anxious 
that  this  question,  in  the  abstract,  should  be 
taken  and  decided  upon  by  the  House.    I  was 
.  aoxioua  that   every  member  of   this    Honse 
thonld  record  his  votOj  for  all  time  to  come, 
on  a  question  of  such  miportance — a  question 


which  opened  the  whole  subject  of  the  con- 
dition of  slaves  in  this  country — a  question 
which  brought  into  inquiry  the  whole  subject 
of  the  power  and  privileges  of  this  House,  and 
of  the  freedom  of  speech  in  debate.  These  are 
questions  of  vital  importance ;  these  are  priv- 
ileges dear  to  some,  though  there  may  be  uiose 
by  whom  they  are  not  valued.  I  had  hoped, 
sir,  to  have  received  an  answer  to  the  propo- 
sition "  if  a  petitioit  from  slaves  wonld  oe  re- 
ceived by  the  House,"  because,  as  I  have  stated, 
the  answer  to  this  proposition  would  open  the 
whole  subject  relating  to  slavery,  and  the 
whole  question  relating  to  the  privilege  of 
speech  of  the  members  of  thb  House.  The 
answer  to  this  inquiry  involved  all  this,  and 
more  than  this. 

Amidst  the  prevuling  excitement,  and  among 
the  various  speeches  which  the  numerous  reso- 
lutions against  him  had  elicited,  he  (Mr.  A.) 
had  heard  but  one  individual  who  had  under- 
taken argumentatively  to  discuss  the  question 
which  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  propounded  to  the 
Speaker;  and  that  individual  was  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Ebknoh.)  That 
honorable  gentleman,  who  is  an  able  Judicial 
character,  has  treated  the  subject  as  an  argu- 
ment before  a  court  of  law ;  but,  sir,  the  sub- 
ject demands  a  different  kind  of  argument 
What  was  his  argument,  sir?  It  was  this: 
that  if  you  aboliw  slavery,  you  take  away  a 
part  of  the  representation  which  the  constitu- 
tion has  guaranteed  to  the  Soutliem  States. 
But,  I  ask,  has  that  gentleman  established  any 
connection  between  his  premises  and  his  con- 
clusions? What,  sir?  If  slavery  were  abol- 
ished, they  will  be  deprived  of  the  right  of 
representation,  and  therefore  the  House  cannot 
receive  petitions  from  slaves  I 

[Mr.  FsENOH,  the  member  referred  to,  ex- 
plained. He  (Mr.  F.)  did  not  affirm  that  slaves 
were  entitled  to  representatives,  if  that  was 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Adams) 
understood  him  to  say!] 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  Has  he  taken  the 
right  issue,  sir?  Has  he  drawn  his  premises 
and  his  conclusions  to  a  closer  connection? 
What,  sir  ?  If  you  should  deprive  the  South 
of  its  representation,  what  then  ?  Is  that  any 
reason  to  assign  why  slaves  should  be  deprived 
of  the  opportimity  of  crying  for  mercy  to  this 
House  ?  There  is  no  connection  between  the 
two  things.  Sir,  he  has  travelled  out  of  the 
record ;  he  has  raised  a  totally  dififerent  ques- 
tion firom  the  actual  question  which  is  alone 
before  this  House :  he  has  substituted  the  ques- 
tion "  if  slavery  should  be  abolished,"  in  place 
of  the  question  put  to  the  Speaker,  viz :  "  if 
the  Honse  wonld  receive  petitions  from  slaves 
under  any  circumstances."  My  colleague  (Mr. 
OnsHiNo)  has,  more  forcibly  than  I  can  do, 
already  discussed  the  proposition  of  the  free- 
dom of  petition.  He  has  shown  ihat  it  is  a 
right  not  derived  from  the  constit*iti<»i,  not 
given  by  parchment,  but  prior  to  the  constitu- 
tion ;  given,  by  the  God  of  Nature,  to  every 
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man  when  he  created  him ;  it  is  the  right  to- 
implore  favor,  to  seek  for  mercy  I  a  right  which 
ibe  framen  of  our  oonstitotion  would  have 
spumed  the  very  idea  of  abridging  or  limiting, 
or  restricting  to  any  particular  color  or.  class 
of  men  1  He  recogni^  this  right  as  belong- 
ing to  an  men  in  the  constitution  which  they 
franed ;  and,  in  that  constitution,  sir,  instead 
of  imagining  any  limits  to  this  right,  they 
solemnly  declared,  in  that'  instrument,  that  it 
ahonld  not  be  abridged!  Tes,  sir,  that  it 
should  not  be  limited — they  recognized  no 
limitation  of  any  kind  to  this  sacred  right.  It 
is,  sir,  a  right  belonging  to  every  hmnan  crea- 
ture, which  does  not  depend  upon  the  condition 
ot  the  petitioner,  and  which  cannot  be  denied 
to  man  in  any  condition.  This,  sir,  is  the 
principle  involved  in  the  inqniry  put  by  me  to 
the  Onair — a  principle  more  than  recognized 
by  the  constitution,  which  has  declared  that 
this  right  shall  suffer  no  abridgment,  no  limita- 
tion whatever  I  If  you  now  abolish  this  prin- 
ciple, this  first  and  humblest  right  ^ven  from 
Qod  to  every  human  being,  a  limitation  will 
next  be  put  to  the  right  of  petitioning,  in  the 
ftiUeet  extent  to  which  party  madness  might 
hereafter  be  inclined  to  carry  it.  If  the  House 
shall  decide  that  the  paper  I  possess  comes 
under  the  order  of  the  House  of  the  18th  of 
January,  I  will  present  the  petition,  and  in 
doing  so  shall  be  doing  my  duty — a  duty  of  the 
highest  importance  to  my  country,  to  humanity, 
and  to  human  nature.  What,  mil  Will  you 
put  the  right  of  petitioning,  of  craving  for 
help  and  mercy  and  protection,  on  the  footing 
of  political  privileges  f  It  is  an  idea  which  has 
not  even  been  entertained  by  the  utmost  ex- 
treme of  human  despotism ;  no  despot,  of  any 
age  or  clime,  has  ever  denied  this  humble  priv- 
ilege to  the  poorest  or  the  meanest  of  human 
creatures.  If  this  House  decides  that  it  will 
not  receive  petitions  fh>m  slaves,  under  any 
circumstances,  it  will  cause  the  name  of  this 
country  to  be  enrolled  among  the  first  of  bar- 
barous nations.  A  petition  is  a  supplication ; 
and  supplication  for  what?  For  relief  from 
those  who  have  the  power  to  give  relief,  and 
who  are  placed  in  a  situation  to  attend  to  the 
cry  of  distress.  That  would  be  a  sad  day,  sir, 
in  my  opinion,  when  a  vote  should  pass  this 
House  that  would  not  receive  a  petition  from 
slaves?  What  would  it  lead  tot  When  the 
principle  is  once  begun  of  limiting  the  right  of 

Eetition,  where  would  it  stop?  Gentlemen 
ave  objected  to  the  petition  immediately  pre- 
ceding tnat  which  I  presented,  becaote  it  came 
tram  colored  people  I  ftom  color  I  That,  sir, 
is  giving  color  to  an  idea  with  a  witness  I* 
The  honorable  gentleman  makes  it  a  crima 
beoanse  I  presented  a  petition  which  he  affirms 
to  be  from  colored  women,  which  women  were 
of  infam(*n8  character,  as  liie  honorable  gentle- 


-y- 


man  says — prostitutes,  I  think  the  gentleman 
said. 

[Mr.  Pattox  expluned.  He  (Ur.  P.)  did  not 
say  they  were  prostitutes ;  the  objection  li« 
made  was  that  the  petition  came  from  free 
mnlattoes  in  the  South ;  he  did  not  object  on 
the  ground  of  opposition  to  the  ri^ht  of  peti- 
tion, but  because  he  (Mr.  P.)  considered  that 
the  House  ouglit  to  refase  to  open  its  doors  to 
applications  from  the  Southern  slaves.  A«  to 
the  infamous  character  of  the  women  in  ques- 
tion, he  mentioned  that,  not  as  if  he  deemed  it 
a  reason  for  refusing  the  right  to  petitnon,  bit 
because  he  wished  to  wipe  away  the  stain  from 
the  ladies  of  Fredericksburg,  as  these  women 
had  been  called  "ladies  of  Frederiokslrarg" 
by  the  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Adahs.)  He 
(Mr.  P.)  was  sure  that  no  ladies  from  iVed- 
ericksbnrg  had  sent  such  a  petition  to  this 
House.] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  (Itf .  A.)  was  not 
certain  that  he  called  them  ladies,  or  whether 
the  petition  itself  had  not  stated  that  they  were 
ladies.  Whenever  he  presented  petitions  from 
ladies,  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  nsing  that 
term  for  their  designation ;  the  word  "  woman  " 
was  an  expression  much  dearer  to  his  heart 
than  that  of  "  lady."  But  to  return  to  the 
idea  he  was  about  to  enforce.  He  (Mr.  A.) 
thought  the  honorable  gentleman  had  sud  that 
they  were  infamous ;  but  the  proposition  wHcli 
he  would  ever  maintain  was  that  the  aacred 
right  of  petition,  of  begging  for  mercy,  as  tt 
did  not  depend  upon  condition,  so  also  it  did 
not  depend  upon  character ;  ifc  was  a  right 
which  could  not  be  denied  to  the  poorest,  the 
humblest,  and  the  most  wretched ;  and,  mor^ 
over,  it  was  a  right  which  could  not  be  refnaed 
to  the  most  vile,  the  most  abandoned,  or  most 
infamous.  Ho  (Mr.  A)  did  not,  howew, 
know  that  they  were  in  the  present  ease  i^ 
famous,  but  he  thought  that  was  the  word 
used  in  debate  by  the  honorable  gentleman, 
(Mr.  PArrosr,)  and  that  it  was  so  reported  in 
the  National  Intelli^ncer. 

Ilfr.  Patton  again  explained.  He  (Mr.  P.) 
had  not  said  that  ne  knew  those  women.] 

Mr.  Adahs  continned.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
the  honorable  gentleman  disclaim  any  knoffl- 
edge  of  them ;  for  he  had  been  going  to  ask, 
if  they  were  infamous  women,  then  who  was 
it  that  had  made  them  infamous  ?  Not,  he 
believed,  their  own  color,  but  their  n'?*^'*' 
and  he  had  heard  it  sdd,  in  proof  of  this  fect> 
and  he  was  inclined  to  believe  it  was  the  case, 
that  there  existed  great  resemblances  in  ue 
South  between  the  progeny  of  the  wl*"*^ 
people  and  the  white  men  who  claimed  the 
possession  of  them.  Thus,  perhaps,  the  charge 
of  being  infamous  might  be  retorted  npon 
those  who  made  it,  as  originating  from  than- 


*  On«  of  the  reaolaUou  preMnted  to  Ui«  Hoiua  cliugM 
lb.  AOAM  with  ^Tlag  oolor  to  the  idoa,  &&  j 


[Great  agitation  in  the  House. 
Mr.  GtAsoooK  here  interposed,  and  prodnoeo 
from  the  Clerk's  table  the  original  petitioii 
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referred  to,  and  said  that  it  bore  on  its  back  an 
endorsement  in  Mr.  Adams's  band,  "from  nine 
ladies  of  Fredericksburg."  Cries  of  order  1 
order  I] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  Ee  (Mr.  A.)  would 
observe  that  he  did  not  know  they  were  colored 
people;  whether  they  were  cculed  ladies  or 
women  was  very  indmerent ;  the  term  "  wo- 
man" was  enoogfa  for  him.  But  (observed 
Mr.  A.)  if  Ton  once  admit  the  principle  that 
the  right  of  petition  is  limited,  and  will  not 
apply  to  slaves,  the  next  thing  will  be  to  limit 
it  still  farther,  by  extending  the  limitation  to 
free  colored  people ;  and,  after  this,  the  next 
limitation  will  be  to  the  question  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  petitioners ;  then  the  next  limita- 
tion will  be  to  inquire  on  what  side  of  political 
parties  are  the  petitioners ;  and  then,  sir,  from 
one  side  all  petitions  will  be  perfectly  good  and 
receivable,  but  on  the  other  side  all  the  peti- 
tions will  be  from  people  of  bad  character, 
according  to  the  representations  of  any  member 
who  may  say  he  does  not  know  who  they  are ; 
they  will  be  all  infamons,  sir,  who  are  on  the 
wrong  side.  This  will  be  the  cose.  To  this 
state  will  things  come  if  the  right  of  petition 
shall  be  limited  by  peculiar  distinctions,  and 
shall  be  made  to  rest  on  such  grounds  as  these 
whicli  have  been  relied  upon  in  this  debate. 

Another  gentleman  (Mr.  Robsrtson)  has 
taken  another  ground.  He  says  the  right  of 
petition  is  not  to  be  admitted,  except  when  it  is 
w  the  power  of  the  party  petitioned  to  grant 
the  object  prayed  for.  There  is  some  plausi- 
bility here ;  the  expediency  of  petitioning  those 
who  have  not  the  power  to  grant  the  petition 
might,  perhaps,  be  made  a  question ;  but  the 
right  itself  is  not  affected.  The  absence  of 
power  on  the  one  side  does  not  involve  the 
derivation  of  a  right  on  the  other  side ;  in- 
competency in  one  man  does  not  involve  the 
derivation  of  his  rights  to  another  man ;  take 
away  the  party  petitioned,  the  party  offering 
tlid  petition  remains  with  all  its  rights  un- 
impaired. Where,  then,  is  the  objection? 
Bekdes,  the  power  to  grant  a  petition  might 
be  made  one  of  the  most  mooted  questions  in 
the  world.  If  the  right  of  presenting  a  peti- 
tion or  of  not  presenting  is  made  to  depend 
rn  the  question  of  power,  then  it  may  be 
wn,  by  the  opinions  of  slaveholders  them- 
selves, that  Congress  has  the  power ;  and,  con- 
sequently, according  to  the  gentleman's  own 
uignmenL  the  right  of  petition  is  also  possessed 
on  the  other  side.  The  opinion  that  Congress 
had  the  right  to  abolish  uavery  in  the  District 
<rf,  Columbia  was  entertained  by  the  great 
majoriW  of  Southern  gentlemen  themselves 
only  a  few, years  ago ;  now,  however,  not  many 
can  be  found  who  would  venture  to  acknowl- 
edge such  an  opinion.  Efome,  indeed,  there 
are,  who  have  that  magnanimity,  though  I 
know  not  what  it  may  cost  them  for  expressing 
their  opinions.  I  appe«l  to  the  records  of  tiiis 
House,  which  will  show  that,  on  the  question 
of  its  power  to  abolish  alayeiy  in  the  District^ 


a  great  minority  of  this  House  will  be  found  to 
have  been  in  its  favor;  the  House  has  been, 
heretofore,  almost  unanimous  on  the  sul^eot. 
The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Robsbtsoh) 
thinks  that  Congress  has  no  such  power ;  and 
that  therefore,  on  this  account,  tue  petitions 
ought  not  to  be  received.  The  ground  he  (Mr. 
Bobkbtson)  takes  is  this:  that  the  petitioner 
has  no  right  to  petition,  because  Congress  has 
no  power  to  ^ant  I  Let  us  concede  the  prem- 
ises, then  it  is  clear  that  the  whole  right  of 
petition  is  rendered  a  nullity ;  it  is  redneed  to 
nothing ;  it  is  annihilated ;  for,  let  but  a  ma- 
jority only  please  to  assert  the  absence  of  power 
on  any  question  not  agreeable  to  them  to  enter- 
tain, and  (according  to  the  argument)  the  right 
of  petition  ceases  to  exist,  because  of  the  alleged 
absence  of  power  I 

As  to  the  character  of  petitioners,  I  wish  it 
was  in  my  power  to  elucidate  the  proposition 
which  I  maintain  ;  and  which  is,  that  the  right 
of  petition  does  not  depend  upon  any  moral 
qualifications.  But  I  shall  not  now,  sir,  argo 
any  arguments  to  illustrate  this  proposition. 
Gentlemen,  indeed,  have  desired  to  found  the 
right  of  petition  on  moral  character ;  but  I  shall 
show  that  it  cannot  be  limited. 

I  would  take  the  reeolntions  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Patton,)  which 
the  Speaker  has  decided  to  be  the  subject  before 
the  House,  instead  of  the  abstract  proposition 
put  by  myself  to  the  Chair ;  though  that  propo- 
sition, sir,  was  the  real  question  before  the 
House ;  and  it  was  this :  "  Whether  the  paper 
I  held  in  my  hand  came  under  the  rule  of  the 
18th  of  January."  Now,  sir,  in  the  course  of 
the  arguments  which  I  have  heard  on  this  sub- 
ject, (or,  I  should  say,  debates,  rather  than  ar- 
guments,)  the  attention  of  thS  House  has  been 
iverted  into  different  channels,  and  the  subject- 
matter  of  debate  has  been  changed  from  my 
question  first  propounded  to  the  Chair,  to  other 
and  different  questions,  almost  without  number, 
and  all  of  them,  sir,  relating  to  me,  all  their 
object  being,  to  Uie  very  last,  down  to  this  final 
resolution,  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Patton  ;)  I  say,  sir,  f^e  olject  of 
them  all  has  been  to  pass  censure  upon  mo. 
Yes,  sir,  to  pass  censure,  either  direct  or  im- 
plied, upon  myself,  for  having  asked  a  simple 
question  of  the  Speaker  I 

I  do  not  propose,  sir,  to  go  throngh  all  the 
speeches  which  fell  upon  me  so  thiclciy,  which  . 
came  down,  pouncing  upon  me  like  so  many 
eagles  upon  a  doveu  calling  me  infamous,  with 
other  liardi  expressions ;  nay,  from  one  quarter 
of  the  House  I  heard  cries  "  Expel  him  1  Expel 
him !  "  However,  sir,  I  will  lay  all  this  aside. 
Fiipt  came  a  resolution  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Hatsxs  ;)  tnat  was  succeeded  br 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson  ;)  then  came  a  mo^- 
oation  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  (Mr. 
Lewis,) — all  of  them,  sir,  reminding  me  of 
what  Dame  Quickly  says :  "  Oh !  day  and  nights 
bat  these  are  bitter  words."    Tee,  sir,  they  all 
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contained  yerj  bitter  words  against  me ;  but, 
nnfortonately,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  jo;'  and 
hopes  of  certain  trinmph,  when  the  gentlemen 
were  qnlte  sure  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
votes  of  this  House  against  me,  I  was  obliged 
to  ask  that,  if  brought  as  a  cnlprit  to  the  bar, 
to  receive  censure  as  a  criminal,  the  gentlemen 
woold  first  amend  their  resolution  a  little,  be- 
cause it  was  contrary  to  facts.  Well,  sir,  they 
took  advantage  of  my  suggestion,  and  whisk 
came  another  resolution,  as  bitter  as  the  first,* 
charging  me  as  guilty  of  s  gross  contempt  of 
the  House;  then  came  a  second  resolution, 
bringing  me  in  guilty  of  trifling  with  the  House, 
because,  as  it  was  presumed,  I  suffered  the 
HoDse  to  believe  the  facts  to  be  true  ;  and  so, 
sir,  I  was  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House 
for  letting  the  House  believe  what  they  had  not 
the  slightest  right  to  believe !  I  was  to  be  found 
gnilty,  sir,  for  permitting  the  House  to  believe 
as  true  a  thing  which  there  had  not  been  one 
word  nttered  by  me  authorizing  them  even  t« 
infer,  mnch  less  to  believe.  Another  resolu- 
tion was  then  discussed,  but  it  had  not  been 
long  before  the  Honse,  when  it  was  fonnd  that 
it  would  not  do ;  and  then  came  a  fresh  resolu- 
tion ;  at  lost,  after  all,  came  the  proposition  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Dbomooolb,)  of  which  I  shall  not  speak  much, 
though  it  might,  perhaps,  have  been  made  a 
theme  for  merriment  to  the  House  ;  for  it  was 
charged  upon  me  by  tiiis  resolution  that  I  had 
given  color  to  an  idea;  to  this  resolution  an 
amendment  was  proposed,  which  was  immedi- 
ately seconded  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
(Mr.  Lewis  ;)  and  this  also  was  a  motion  censur- 
ing me  for  giving  color  to  an  idea ;  then,  im- 
mediately after,  as  nothing  yet  would  answer  the 
pnrpose,  whisk  cJime  another  resolution,  chang- 
ing the  whole  ground,  and  censuring  me,  not 
for  what  I  had  done,  but  for  what  I  had  not 
done ;  because,  forsooth,  I  had  given  color  to 
an  idea.  Bnt  the  gentleman  from  Miune  (Ur. 
EvAKs)  has  anticipated  me  in  most  of  the  ob- 
servations I  proposed  to  make  on  this  charge, 
and  I  shall  say  no  more  on  that  subject. 

I  did  not  get  up  soon  enough  to  set  all  these 
gentlemen  right,  to  show  them  the  l>est  way  to 
oensnre  me,  and  prevent  them  fi:t>m  running 
wild  in  the  manner  they  had  done,  bringing  for- 
ward resolutions  in  such  rapid  succession,  but 
all  of  them,  unfortunately  for  the  movers,  con- 
trary to  facts.  I  beg  the  honorable  gentlemen 
(Messrs.  Lbwis  and  Thoscpson)  to  remember 
that  when  I  say  there  was  not  one  wdrd  of 
truth  in  this  lost  resolation  of  theirs,  I  do  not 
intend  to  impeach  their  veracity  ;  there  are  no 
two  men  in  whom  I  wonld  place  more  confi- 
dence, so  far  as  to  confide  to  thorn  all  that  I 
possess ;  bnt  I  say  that,  in  offering  this  resolu- 
tion to  the  Honse,  inflicting  censure  upon  one 
who  has  never,  in  all  his  parliamentary  career, 
given  offence  to  them,  they  went  a  little  beyond 
tiie  bounds  of  that  course  of  condnct  which  is 
due  from  one  gentleman  of  this  Honse  to  an- 
other ;  and  I  woold  only  give  them  <Hie  word 


of  friendly  admonition,  that,  when  in  ftature, 
they  may  wish  to  censure  me,  they  would  first 
be  careful  to  pay  more  attention  to  facts. 

FMr.  Lewis  explained.  He  (Mr,  L.)  had  risen 
in  nis  place  and  inquired  what  was  tiie  cfaaiae- 
ter  of  the  petition ;  this  was  foil  two  bours 
before  he  htid  any  idea  that  it  was  not  a  peti- 
tion for  abolition.]  • 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  (Mr.  A)  was  ex- 
tremely glad  to  admit  the  explanation,  and  he 
hoped  the  gentlemen  would  not  feel  it  nnkiiid 
when  he  only  gave  them  his  advice — advice 
from  on  old  man  addressed  to  those  who  wen 
yet  young ;  and  that  advice  was,  that  when  in 
future  they  charged  others  with  crimes,  first  to 
be  quite  sure  of  their  facts.  Bnt  he  wonld  now 
call  for  another  explanation  from  the  genHeman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompsoit  ;)  and,  if 
that  gentleman  and  the  Honse  would  permit 
him,  he  (Mr.  A.)  woold  read  from  the  Kational 
Intelligencer  the  report  of  what  he  had  said  in 
the  House,  and  wonld  beg  to  ask  that  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Thompson)  if  the  sentiments  as  here 
reported  are  really  the  expression  of  his  own 
deliberate  and  reflected  opinion. 

"  Does  the  gcDtlcman,  even  in  the  Utitode  which 
he  gives  to  the  right  of  petition,  think  that  it  in- 
cludes slaves  ?  If  De  does  not,  be  tias  wilfully  vio- 
lated the  rules  of  the  House  and  the  feelings  of  its 
members.  Docs  that  gentleman  know  that  there  are 
laws  in  all  the  slave  States,  and  here,  for  the  pmiish- 
mcnt  of  those  who  excite  insurrection  ?  I  can  tdl 
him  that  there  are  such  things  as  grand  juries ;  and 
if,  sir,  the  juries  of  this  District  have,  as  I  doubt  not 
they  liave,  proper  intelligence  and  spirit,  he  may 
yet  be  made  amenable  to  another  tribunal,  and  we 
may  yet  see  an  incendiary  brou^t  to  condign  punidt- 
mcnt" 

[Mr.  Thompsox  explained.  He  (Mr.  T.)  would 
state  to  the  Honse  that  he  had  thou^t  there 
was  not  one  human  being  living  who  entertain- 
ed the  opinion  that  slaves  had  any  right  to 
petition,  under  any  circumstances.  When  he 
(Mr.  T.)  first  heard  the  gentieman  from  Maasa- 
chusetU,  (Mr.  Adams,)  it  appeared  to  him  (Mr. 
T.)  that  the  gentleman  had  acted  wilfolly,  until 
he  afterwards  heard  him  state  differently.  As 
to  the  other  portion  of  the  report,  he  (Mr.  T.) 
had  thought  at  the  time  it  was  a  petiticm  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  which  had  been  pre- 
sented, on  which  account  he  had  characterized 
it  as  he  had  done  in  the  report.  He  (Mr.  T.) 
spoke  as  a  lawyer,  and  woula  observe  that  such 
is  the  law  in  Sonth  Carolina.] 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  There,  sir,  stands  the 
sentiment ;  there  is  the  written  record,  in  whiidt 
the  gentieman  has  threatened  me  with  an  in- 
dictment before  the  grand  jury  of  Ute  Disteict 
of  Columbia,  as  a  felon  and  an  incendiary,  for 
words  spoken  in  this  House  I  And  now  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  Tbompbon,  of  Sonth  Carolina) 
has  again  avowed  the  sentiment,  and  dedares 
that,  if  the  petition  had  been  such  as  he  imagin- 
ed, he  would  still  not  only  call  me  to  the  Dar 
of  this  House,  to  be  reprimanded  by  the  Speak- 
er, bnt,  in  addition  to  this,  he  would  kivoke 
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the  Tengeanoe  of  a  grand  jury  upon  my  head  I 
Yes,  nr,  he  (Mr.  TBoiiPSON)  would  make  a 
member  of  this  House  amenable  to  a  grand 
jorjr  1  Sach  being  the  case,  sir,  I  would  beg  to 
invite  that  gentlemaa,  when  he  goes  home,  to 
study  a  little  the  first  principles  of  civil  liberty. 
As  that  gentlemaa  i4}pear8  here  the  representa- 
tive of  slaveholders,  I  should  like  to  know,  sir, 
bow  many  others  there  are,  if  any,  who  are 
prepared  to  eddorse  his  sentiments.  If  this 
Boose,  sir,  is  come  to  this  point ;  if  a  member 
of  Congress,  in  presenting  a  petition,  let  it  be 
for  whatever  object  it  may,  is  amenable,  not  to 
this  House,  sir,  but  to  the  grand  jury  of  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  if  this  is  the  opinion  of 
the  slaveholding  gentlemen,  let  it  go  before  the 
natioa ;  let  the  people  know  who  they  are  who 
have  uttered  such  a  sentiment,  and  made  snob 
aa  avowal  1 

[Mr.  'Wise  rose  and  said  he  wonld  not  en- 
dorse that  sentiment ;  if  he  (Mr.  W.)  thonght 
that  the  members  of  the  legislative  branch 
were  responsible  to  any  tribonal,  that  of  the 
grand  and  petit  juries  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia wonld  be  the  last  in  the  world  he  wonld 
wish  to  see  this  House  (which  represented  the 
sovereign  x>eopIe  of  America)  responsible  to. 
This  liule  tribunal  of  the  District,  to  which  it 
was  proposed  to  subject  the  American  people, 
in  the  persons  of  their  representatives,  was  no- 
toriously under  the  dictation  and  authority  of 
the  Executive,  who  already  dictated  both  to  the 
Senate  and  to  this  House.] 

Hr.  Adams,  in  continuation,  replied.  If  the 
law  of  South  Carolina  is  a  good  argument  to 
the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Thomfsost,^  and  if  a  member  of  that  Legisla- 
ture is  made  amenable  for  words  spoken  in  de- 
bate, not  only  to  the  Legislature,  but  also  to 
the  grand  and  petit  juries — if  that,  sir,  is  the 
lav  of  South  Carolina,  I  thank  God  I  am  not 
a  citizen  of  South  Carolina  I     [Great  agitation.] 

In  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britwn,  wnere  the 
Speaker  of  Uie  House  of  Commons  is  subject 
to  be  approved  of  by  the  King  before  his  elec- 
tion is  confirmed,  even  there,  sir,  the  first  thing 
the  Speaker  addresses  to  the  King,  after  his 
election,  is  a  demand  of  freedom  of  speech  in 
the  House ;  and  the  King  never  sends  him, 
air,  to  the  grand  or  petit  jury,  to  know  how  far 
the  House  is  under  liability  for  words  spoken  in 
debate.  Such  a  sentiment,  sir,  uttered  in  this 
House,  such  a  threat  held  out  to  the  representa- 
tives of  this  nation,  when  it  shall  come  before 
the  world  in  the  report  of  this  debate,  cannot 
fiiil  to  excite  contempt  and  amazement ;  and  it 
will  be  a  matter  of  no  less  surprise  th^  when 
utterance  was  given  to  such  a  sentiment,  it  was 
not  immediately  rebuked  by  the  Speaker.  If^ 
sir,  a  resolution  of  censure  was  ever  called  for, 
I  know  not  what  could  mwe  imperatively  de- 
mand it  than  such  a  declaration  made  in  this 
House.  I  know  not  what  it  could  be  possible 
to  utter  more  proper  to  subject  any  member  to 
be  ealled  to  answer  for  as  a  groae  contempt  up- 
on this  House  I    What,  we  I    We,  the  repre- 


sentatives of  the  nation,  are  all  of  us  subject 
to  the  grand  jnty  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  words  here  spoken  f  We  from  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  States  are  liable,  sir,  to  be  indicted 
as  felons  and  incendiaries  for  presenting  peti- 
tions not  exactly  agreeable  to  some  members 
jVom  the  South  i  Is  that  the  tenure  on  whidi 
we  hold  our  seats  ?  If  it  is,  I  wish  the  House 
may  pass  the  resolution  that  whoever  hereafter 
proposes  to  hand  up  a  petition  from  slaves  is  an 
enemy  to  the  Union.  If  this,  sir,  is  the  condi- 
tion of  this  House,  tlie  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Wisk)  has  anticipated  me  in  what  I  was 
going  to  say :  If  a  grand  jury,  to  which  the 
genueman  (Mr.  Thompson)  proposes  to  make 
me  amenable  for  things  done  in  this  Houscl 
constituted  as  in  the  nature  of  things  a  grand 
jury  will  be  in  this  District — ^if  tliey  are  to  be 
the  avengers  of  words  spoken  in  this  Honse,  it 
will  not  be  long  before  the  gentleman  himself 
will  -have  to  answer  before  a  grand  jury  as  an 
incendiary  for  things  eaid  not  pleasiag  to  the 
Executive  I  Let  that  gentleman,  let  every 
member,  ask  his  own  heart,  with  what  confi- 
dence, with  what  peaceful  ease,  with  what  free- 
dom, with  what  firmness,  would  he  be  able  to 
give  utterance  to  his  real  sentiments  and  opin- 
ions, if  he  felt,  as  he  was  speaking,  that  for 
every  word,  for  every  proposition,  relating  to 
human  freedom,  he  was  liable  to  be  brought  up 
for  punishment  as  a  felon  before  a  grand  jury 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  f  A  jury,  sir,  of 
twelve  men,  appointed  by  a  marshal,  holding 
his  oflSce  at  the  pleasure  of  the  President  I 
And  this  jury  is  to  be  the  supreme  judge  of  the 
sovereign  American  people,  in  the  persons  of 
their  representatives  1 

I  have  dwelt,  sir,  so  long  upon  this  toi^o 
that,  in  order  to  spare  the  time  of  the  House, 
I  shall  endeavor  to  abridge  what  remains  for 
me  to  say.  I  do  not  know  but  that  I  sboold 
be  willing  to  take  the  question  on  the  whole 
proposition  censuring  me,  without  even  saying 
one  word  in  my  own  defence,  leaving  it  entire 
ly  to  the  good  sense  and  to  the  justice  of  the 
House.  But  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  pass 
over  in  silence  the  sentiment  to  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  (Mr.  Thompson)  gave  utter- 
ance, and  which  was  not,  as  it  ought  to  have 
been,  immediately  put  down  by  the  Speaker. 
Sir,  I  do  not  even  yet  know  what  is  the  answer 
of  the  Honse  to  the  question  propounded  by 
myself;  no  question  has  been  taken  upon  it;  it 
does  not  yet  appear  what  portion  of  tne  South 
assents  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson.)  It  is  not  my 
desire,  sir,  to  urge  this  point  further  than  an 
imperative  sense  of  what  is  my  duty  reqoires 
me  to  do,  and,  on  this  account,  I  repeat;  I  can- 
not pass  it  over  in  silence.  If,  when  the  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Thompson,)  instead  of  coming  at 
once  to  a  solution  of  that  question,  brought 
forward  his  resolution  of  censure  against  me — 
sir,  if  he  thought  to  frighten  me  from  my  pur- 
pose— if  that,  sir,  was  his  object,  he  mistook 
his  man  I    I  am  not  to  be  intimiditfed  by  the 
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gentleman  ftvm  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thomp- 
•oir,)  nor  by  all  the  grand  juries  in  the  nniverse. 
The  right  by  which  every  member  of  this 
EoTue  holds  his  seat  here  is  of  the  deepest  and 
titmost  importance  to  the  whole  nation ;  and  I 
trust  t^is  debate  will  be  read  by  every  portion 
of  the  ootmtiy,  and  that,  among  other  astonish- 
ing things  in  this  debate,  the  astonishing  threat 
of  the  gentleman  wiU  not  be  nnnotioed.  We 
have  heard,  sir,  of  the  great  saperiority  of 
Anglo-Saxon  blood.  "What,  sirl  is  there  a 
drop  of  that  blood  flowing  in  the  veins  of  any 
man  who  will  subscribe  to  such  a  political  doc- 
trine as  this  f  How  little  does  such  a  person 
nnderstaod  of  the  tme  principles  of  freeoom  in 
relation  to  the  powers  of  a  legislative  assem- 
bly 1  I  would  ask  every  member  of  this  House, 
what  would  have  been  the  issue  if^  in  the  Brit- 
ish House  of  Commons,  to  which  I  have  al- 
ready alluded,  one  member  of  Parliament  should 
tell  another  member  that,  for  what  he  had  said 
or  done  in  Parliament,  he  should  be  made  amen- 
able to  the  grand  jury  of  the  city  of  Westmins- 
ter t  Sir,  it  would  be  too  ridiculous  for  indig- 
nation ;  it  would  excite  one  universal  shout  of 
laughter;  it  would  from  thenceforth  render 
him  who  had  uttered  the  menace, 

"  Baored  to  Hdleole  bli  vhola  life  long. 
And  the  asd  bardeo  of  aome  merrj  Bong." 

It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  make  my  delenoe 
in  any  system  or  order.  All  that  I  say  is  una- 
voidably desultory,  and  I  cannot  find  how  to 
arrange  a  reply  to  charges  made  in  such  variety 
and  ^Border.  When  I  take  up  one  idea,  before 
I  can  give  color  to  the  idea,  it  has  ahready 
changed  its  form,  and  presents  itself  for  oon- 
rideration  under  other  colors.  The  attack  upon 
myself  has  assumed  so  many  forms  that  I  can 
compare  it  to  nothing  so  wdl  as  to  an  actor  on 
the  stage,  who  changes  his  dresses  and  makes 
his  appearance  so  frequency  in  different  guise, 
that  no  one  can  tell  that  it  is  the  same  actor.  Just 
BO  are  all  the  resolutions,  variable  and  changing, 
which  charge  me  with  giving  color  to  an  idea. 
If  I  were  to  plead  guilty,  what  is  the  offence  ? 
Am  I  to  be  found  guilty  for  giving  color  to  an 
ideal  Or,  if  I  would  defend  myself,  what  ex- 
onse  can  be  alleged?  What  defence  can  be 
made  against  this  new  crime  of  giving  color  to 
ideas  ?  I  am  not  able,  therefore,  to  act  as  if  I 
knew  what  was  the  cause  which  existed  for 
passing  censure  upon  me.  But,  I  beg  to  say,  I 
abould  deem  it  to  be  the  heaviest  calamity 
which  has  ever  befallen  me  in  the  course  of  a 
life  chequered  with  many  vicissitudes,  if  a  vote 
of  censure  from  this  Hotase  should  pass  upon 
my  name,  or  upon  any  action  of  mine  in  this 
Honse.  Yes,  sir,  I  profess  and  avow  that,  in 
the  whole  course  of  my  life,  this  would  be 
what  I  should  regard  the  heaviest  of  all  calam- 
ities which  had  befallen  me  I  And  now,  when 
I  thus  speak,  am  I  treating  with  contempt  this 
House  I  Have  I  ever  done  so  t  Has  not  the 
honor  of  this  House  been  among  the  first  and 
dearest  sentiments  of  my  heart  ?    I  have  rever- 


enced this  House  as  the  representatives  c^  tlit 
whole  people  of  this  Union.  I  have  ftutber  felt 
that  sentiment  which  is  called  the  eiprit  it 
eorp*.  I  appeal  to  this  House  if  I  have  not 
been  the  first  to  come  forward  and  defend  itt 
honor  and  dignity  on  more  than  one  occasion. 
When  members  of  this  House,  in  the  habit  d 
voting  differently  fl-om  myself,  were  chargwl 
with  liability  to  bribery,  when  it  was  said  of 
them  (and  that  by  one  to  whoA  they  are  most 
devoted)  that  they  would  have  been  bribed,  1, 
sir,  was  the  first  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  is- 
tegrity  of  the  House,  and  to  repel  the  fool  accu- 
sation I  Again,  when  other  charges  were  made 
ag^nst  the  h<mor  of  this  House,  (from  whtt 
quarter  I  will  not  say,)  was  I  found  bsck- 
w  ard  in  supporting  its  ch  aracter  t  Are  these  m- 
stances  of  contempt  ?  And  now  am  I  to  be 
brought  to  the  bar  for  a  contempt  of  this 
House,  for  doing  that  which  was  done  in  the 
most  respectfiil  manner  which  it  was  powble 
to  devise?  For  asking  a  questim  of  the 
Speaker ;  consulting  him  first  upon  the  admis- 
sibility of  a  petition  by  the  rules  of  the  Honse ! 
If  I  am  deserving  censure  for  maUiig  this  in- 
quiry of  the  Spedjer,  your  Speaker,  who  made 
tne  inquiry  of  the  House,  is  much  more  deserv- 
ing of  censure.  But  if  a  mcgority  of  this  House 
shall  be  found  to  pass  censure  on  me,  be  it 
BO ;  and  if  I  have  an  enemy,  let  him  know  that 
he  has  triumphed ;  for  a  worse  calamity  conld 
not  befall  me  on  earth. 

My  first  objection  to  the  reeolutdon  of  tlie 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Pl^ 
ton)  is,  that  it  does  not  meet  and  answer  mj 
question.  It  does  not  say,  if  the  Honse  will 
receive  a  petition  from  slaves,  or  if  it  will  not; 
that  quesnon,  the  original  question,  and  the  one 
still,  as  I  think,  before  the  House,  is  not  met; 
we  are  left  in  the  dark  whether  it  is  prc^  or 
not ;  no  one  knows.  But  suppose  it  i«  propw, 
where  then  is  the  offence  in  asking  if  it  be 
proper?  And  suppose  the  House  decide  that 
it  is  improper,  where  then  is  the  offence  in  »- 
certidning,  in  asking  merely,  what  is  the  dir- 
position  of  the  House?  I.«t  this  qnestion  be 
brought  to  a  vote ;  I  wish  to  record  my  vote  oa 
this  subject";  I  consider  it  among  my  most  im- 
perious duties  to  do  80 ;  the  liberty  of  evMJ 
member  of  Congress  depends  upon  tiie  ques- 
tion ;  and  let  me  say,  if  the  House  has  any 
respect  for  itself,  it  will  never  pass  snch  avott 
as  this,  namely,  that  the  House  will  reftoe  to 
receive  a  petition  from  slaves. 

The  next  objection  which  I  have  to  itaw 
agfunst  the  resolution  of  censure  is  this:  in- 
stead of  answering  the  ouestion  put  by  me  to 
the  Chair,  it  turns  upon  uie  man ;  it  mns  a*aT 
fi:om  the  question,  and  fixes  upon  an  ideal  man, 
on  "  whosoever  hereafter  shall  prt^wse  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  from  slaves,"  he,  the  ideal  fflfUi 
the  future  existence,  "is  an  enemy  to  tne 
Union."  What  is  all  that,  sir,  but  the  same  m 
substance  as  the  intimidation  which  was  mwe 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina,  [Xt. 
Thohpsoh,)  that  whoever  presented  aoen  » 
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petition  shoold  be  broaght  before  the  grand 
jury  as  incendiaries  ?  It  is  a  declaratimi,  it  is 
a  menace,  a  threat,  that  any  member  who  shall 
hereafter  present  a  petition  from  persons  held 
in  slaveij,  be  the  object  of  the  petition  ever  so 
reasonable,  shall  be  amenable  to  punishment ; 
it  is  a  threat,  a  menace,  a  terrifjing  limitation 
to  the  freedom  of  speech  and  action  in  this 
Hooae.  If  the  vote  pass,  I,  sir,  aball  sabmit, 
and  will  not  present  the  petition ;  bnt,  at  the 
same  time,  I  shall  think  that  it  is  •  most  dis- 
gracef  ol  resolution,  surrendering  up  at  once  the 
rights  of  every  man  in  this  House.  What 
member  of  Congrees,  sir,  who  thinks  as  I  do, 
and  who  might  present  petitions  from  slaves, 
founded  od  just  and  reasonable  grounds,  would 
fed  himself  a  free  agent  in  this  Honse  ?  Not 
anfy  be  is  interdicted  from  presenting  snch'  a 
petition,  bat,  at  the  same  time,  his  freedom  of 
•etion  is  placed  ander  limitation  in  this  House. 
By'sneh  a  step  the  whole  question  of  liberty 
and  independence  is  surrendered,'  is  abandoned  I 
I^  by  this  resohition,  yon  decide  that  a  man  is 
infamons  for  making  a  proposition  In  this 
House,  whidi  in  itself  is  not  nnreasonableT,  bat 
which  gives  offence  only  because  it  comes  from 
a  human  being  who  is  in  a  state  of  slavery — ^if 
yon  do  this,  when  once  yon  have  taken  this 
step,  yon  may  next  expect  resolntionB  declaring 
a  member  in  the  minority  infiunoas  for  displeas- 
ing the  majority. 

In  reference  to  the  second  resolution,  I  not 
only  do  not  assent  to  it,  but  I  ask  as  a  right  of 
the  Honse  not  to  pass  it.  It  is  only  a  substitute 
for  all  the  other  resolntions  of  a  stronger  char- 
acter, which  appeared  and  disappeared,  one 
after  the  other ;  all  of  them,  however,  calling 
me  to  the  bar  to  answer,  as  if  guilty  of  con- 
tempt towards  .  the  House.  This  resolution, 
however,  goes  upon  the  gronnd  that  I  submit, 
that  I  plead  guilty ;  and  therefore,'  out  of  pure 
kindoeaa,  as  I  have  acknowledged  the  offence, 
tixie  is  no  neoeesity  of  farther  action  in  refer- 
ence to  me ;  it  presumes  that  I  have  made  con- 
cessiona  which  I  have  not  made,  and  that  but 
for  sooh  supposed  concessions,  I  ought  to  have 
been  punished,  for  doing  my  duty. in  this 
Honse  I  If  such  a  resolution  as  this  were  to 
pass,  it  would  be  said  tliat,  upon  the  most  im- 

Sirtant  qnesticm  that  ever  came  before  the 
oose  aince  its  first  origin,  I  had  received  a 
pardon  tmia  the  Honse— that  the  Honse  had 
ungiven  me.  Forgive  me,  sir?  What  for? 
For  any  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  House } 
Was  it  a  violMion  of  the  rules  to  ask  the 
^)e8ker  if  a  paper  not  presented  came  under 
the  mles,  ana  bo  might  be  presented?  Was 
Qiat  a  Tidation  of  tiie  mles  ci  the  House? 
Bat  Koppose  for  a  moment  that  it  was  a  viola- 
tion of  any  rule  to  ask  a  question  of  the  Speak- 
a,  wfaAt  was  the  dnty  of  tJie  Speaker  ?  Ought 
be  not  to  have  answered  the  question,  and  to 
have  said  "  Ko ;  "  and  that  the  paper  I  held  in 
my  poBBOwion  it  would  be  out  of  order  to  pre- 
aenkt    If  the  Speaker  did  not  rebuke  me,  but 


said,  as  be  did  say,  that  it  was  a  novel  qnestioo, 
and  that  he  wonld  take  the  advice  of  tlie  Hona<L 
then,  if  I  am  to  be  indicted  l>efore  the  grand 
jury  as  a  felon  and  an  incendiary,  the  Speaker 
must  be  indicted  along  with  me  for  putting  to 
the  advice  of  the  Honse  the  question  which  he 
put  to  it :  I  only  put  the  question  to  the  Speak- 
er, but  the  Speaker  put  the  question  to  the 
Honse. 

I  am  content  that  the  whole  question  go  be- 
fore the  nation  as  it  is  reported  in  the  Kational 
Intelligencer  of  this  morning.  And  here  I  wUl 
say  that  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  given  the 
least  particle  of  offence  to  the  House,  nor  of 
having  done  any  thing  which  I  would  not  do 
over  again.  My  conduct  was  dicti^ed  by  a 
sense  of  duty,  and  in  the  same  persuasion  of 
what  was  my  dnty  I  remiun  still  nnshaken. 
But,  sir,  among  other  things  allied  as  reasons 
for  censuring  me,  it  has  been  said  I  have  trifled 
with  the  House.  I  have  already  discUimed, 
and  again  I  not  only  disclaim  any  such  inten- 
tion, but  I  deny  that  any  man  in  this  House 
has  ever  had  cause  to  believe  that  I  ever  trifled 
with  the  House.  Snch  was  not  my  intention ; 
I  never  was  more  serious  in  any  moment  of  my 
life ;  therefore,  I  am  unwilling  that  a  resolution 
should  pass  containing  the  declaration  that  the 
House  ceased  all  Airtiier  action  on  the  subject 
because  I  made  disclaimers.  I  renounce  iJl  ad- 
vantages on  the  gronnd  of  my  having  made  a 
disclaimer.  WhUe  I  totally  disd^m  any  inten- 
tion of  trifling  with  the  House,  while  I  totally 
disclaim  any  purpose  of  offending  or  provoking 
any  of  the  members  of  this  House,  while  I 
totally  disclaim  any  contemptuous  course  or 
any  violation  of  the  mles  and  orders  of  the 
House,  sir,  at  the  same  time,  I  disclaim  not  any 
particle  of  what  I  have  done;  not  a  single 
word  of  what  I  have  said  do  I  unsay ;  nay,  I 
am  ready  to  do  and  to  say  the  same  wain  to- 
morrow. One  word  in  condnsion:  I  would 
only  beg  the  Hourc  and  the  country  to  exoner- 
ate me  from  the  charge  of  consuming  the  time 
of  the  House  here.  If  the  House  had  suffered 
the  petitions  to  be  lud  on  the  table  with  the 
multitude  of  petitions  there  already  buried  in 
oblivion,  no  one  would  have  heard  of  it  any 
more.  As  to  the  time  occupied  by  me  in  pre- 
senting petitions,  the  whole  time  employed  by 
me  in  the  fulfilment  of  this  great  dnty  has  never 
at  any  one  time  exceeded  half  an  hour.  If 
members  have  risen  to  obstruct  me  in  doing  my 
duty,  raising  questions  and  debating  them  inter- 
minably, I  appeal  to  this  House,  I  appeal  to  the 
nation,  that  it  is  not  I  who  am  answerable  for 
this  Ices  of  time. 

Mr.  WiLLLLKs,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Qeolbon  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Undxswood  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  BovLDiN  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya ; 
which  were  not  ordered;  and  the  motion  to- 
adjoom  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
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The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative 
— ^yeas  69,  nays  187. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Kentncky,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the  main  qaestion ; 
which  were  not  ordered :  and  the  main  ques- 
tion was  then  ordered  to  be  pnt. 

Mr.  OiJasKLRNQ  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  separately  on 
each  resolntion. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
resolution,  in  the  following  words : 

"  1.  Retolved,  Tliat  any  member  who  shall  here- 
after present  any  petition  iVom  the  sUves  of  this 
Union  ought  to  be  considered  as  regardless  of  ^e 
feelings  of  Uie  Honse,  the  rights  of  the  Southern 
States,  and  unfriendly  to  the  Union: " 

And  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  93,  nays 
105,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Messn.  Alford,  Beale,  Bdl,  Bouldin,  Boyd, 
Bynum,  John  Calhdon^  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Car- 
ter, John  Chambers,  Chapman,  Nathanid  H.  Clai- 
borne, John  I*.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Deberty, 
Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Elmore,  Forester,  French,  James 
Gariand,  Uoe  Oariand,  Gholson,  Glascocic,  Graham, 
OraoUand,  Graves,  Gra^rson,  GMffin,  Joseph  Hall, 
Htmer,  Hannegan,  Harden,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Ha^pes,  Holaey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hantsman,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
John  W.  Jones,  I«wler,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
AU|«h  Mann,  Martin,  Moses  Mason,  Mauiy,  McKay, 
MeLene,  Meroer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Mornin,  Ow- 
ens, Patton,  Peyton,  IMckens,  I^ndmey,  Bencher, 
Joseph  Beynolds,  Kcbardson,  Bobertson,  Bc^rs, 
'William  B.  Sbepard,  Augustine  H.  Bhepperd,  Shields, 
Standefer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson, 
Turner,  Vanderpoel,  Ward,  White,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Wise,  Tell— 92. 

Kats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
Allen,  Anthony,  Ashley,  Buley,  Barton,  Beaumont, 
Bhck,  Bockee,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brown,  Bu- 
dianan.  Bums,  Williun  B.  Calhoun,  Casey,  George 
Chambers,  Cbaney,  Chapin,  Ghetwood,  Cbilds,  Ckrk, 
Corwin,  Crane,  Cuahing,  Darlington,  Denny,  Evans, 
Evetett,  Fowler,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillet,  Gran- 
ger, QrenneU,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Huper, 
namnel  8.  Hajnson,  Haseltine,  Henderson,  Herod, 
Hoar,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  iagenM, 
William  Jackson,  Janes,  Jarvis,  Benjamin  Jones, 
Kennon,  Kileore,  KlingensmiUi,  Lane,  Laporte,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  Thomas  I^,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan, 
Love,  Job  Mann,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McEen- 
nan,  Milligan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parker, 
Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Phelps,  Phillips, 
Potts,  Seed,  John  Reynolds,  Bossell,  Scbcnck,  Sey- 
mour, Shinn,  Sickles,  Slade,  Sloane,  ^>an^er, 
Spragoe,  Storer,  Sutherland,  John  Thomson,  tbder- 
Wood,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Wedn),  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  lliomas  T.  Whittlesey— 106. 

So  the  first  resolation  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PicKKirs  said  as  the  first  resolution  had 
been  rejected,  he  hoped  the  mover  would  with- 
draw the  second. 

The  Chaib  replied  that  the  resolution  could 
not  now  be  withdrawn. 


Mr.  HAmcxoAK  moved  to  lay  the  second  reeo- 
Intion  on  the  table;  which  was  pronounced  to 
be  out  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  seond 
resolution,  which  is  as  follows: 

"  2.  Jie»oltied,  That  the  Hon.  Jobk  (^  Asms  har- 
ing  solemnly  disclaimed  all  deagn  of  doing  inj  tliiii| 
disrespectful  to  the  House  in  the  inquiry  he  atie  of 
the  Speaker  as  to  the  petition  purporting  to  be  frtni 
slaves,  and  having  avowed  his  intention  not  to  dier 
to  present  the  petition  if  the  Honse  wu  of  opinion 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  presented — ^therefore,  iS 
Airther  prooeedingg  in  regard  to  liis  conduct  do  Mv 
cease:" 

And  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  21,  n»j»  UT, 
as  follows : 

ysAS.— Messrs.  Ben,  Black,  John  Calbooo,  Outa, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Clubomc,  Craig,  De- 
berry,  Dunlap,  Gholson,  Huntsman,  Jenifer,  Uvkr, 
A.  Mann,  Maniy,  Peyton,  Bobertson,  Shieldi^  Suit- 
defer,  Wagener,  S.  Williams— 21. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Alford,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  An- 
thony, Bailey,  Barton,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bond, 
Borden,  Bouldin,  Boyd,  Bri^s,  Brovn,  Budiuum, 
Bums,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Cair, 
Casey,  Oeoige  Chambers,  John  Cbamben,  CJonev, 
Chapman,  Chapin,  Chetwood,  Childj,  ChA,CleT«- 
laad,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Cnshnum,  Dailington, 
Denny,  Doubleday,  Evans,  Everett,  Fowler,  Flinch, 
Fiy,  Fuller,  Galbraltii,  Granger,  Graves,  GnjsoB, 
Grennell,  Hale^  Joseph  Hall,  mhmd  Hall,  Haocr, 
Hard,  Hardm,  Harper,  Samuel  a  Harrison,  Bawkiu, 
Haynes,  Haieltine,  Henderson,  Herod,  Hoar,  Holt, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Bmtiiig- 
ton,  IngeiBoU,  Ingium,  W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Jarria, 
Joseph  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  KemKO, 
Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Laporte,  Uwience, 
Lay,  Thomas  Lee,  lincohi,  Logan,  Loire,  Lucas,  J. 
Mmn,  a  Mason,  McCarty.  McKay,  McKemun,  ma, 
Milligan,  Montfp)mery,  Morgan,  Morris,  Mulilenbcrj, 
Page,  Paricer,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pearson, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Keed,  Jchs  B^ 
nolds,  Ridiardson,  Russell,  Schenck,  Seymoor,  A  B. 
Shepperd,  Siinn,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangier,  Spnpe, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  TmMt, 
Underwood,  Vandeipoel,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weda, 
White,  R  Whittiesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittieaej,  Leva 
Williains,  Wise— 187. 

John  Qoincy  Adams  excused. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  rqected. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  LissJ™' 
the  House  do  adjourn ;  which  was  decided  in 
the  negative — ^yeas  72,  nays  84. 

Cass  <ifS.  M.  Whitney. 

Mr.  WisB  then  rose  and  said :  Mr.  Speskw,  1 
thank  the  Honse  for  not  adjourning.  I '''" 
detain  it  but  for  a  few  moments,  and  I  showd 
not  press  the  matter  I  have  to  bring  to  its  no- 
tice at  this  time  but  for  the  fact  that  to-mor- 
row, and,  indeed,  during  the  whole  time  of  the 
sessions  of  the  House,  my  duty  will  call  my  •*" 
tention  to  the  Select  Committee  of  whichiM 
a  member,  and  from  tho  <4uu«cter  of  the  rep«J 
itself.  It  is  a  report  affeotiiig  a  qnestiw  <" 
privilege. 

I  am  directed,  continued  Mr.  W.,  by  tin 
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«iminittee  appointed  oa  the  17th  of  Janoarj 
last,  to  report  the  foDowing  reaolntion,  which, 
I  -will  promise,  was  adopt^  by  the  nnanimoos 
Tote  of  die  committee.    Mr.  W.  then  read  as 

foQows: 

•  

"  Benben  M .  Whitney,  who  hu  been  sninmoned 
m  a  witness  before  this  committee,  having,  by  letter, 
isfbnned  the  oonunittee  of  his  peremptory  refhsal 
to  attend,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  committee 
to  make  the  Honse  acquainted  with  the  fact ;  tliere- 
fiwe, 

"  Reaolted,  That  the  chairman  be  directed  to  re- 
port die  letter  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  to  the  Honse, 
diat  socfa  order  may  t>e  taken  tiiereon  as  the  dignity 
and  character  of  the  House  requiie." 

ICr.  W.  reiterated  the  fact  that  this  reeolntion 
had  been  unanimonsly  adopted,  and  he  sent  to 
the  Clerk's  table  the  letter  of  the  witness,  to- 
gether with  another  letter  showing  the  manner 
in  which  the  former  had  been  commauicated 
to  the  Select  Committee. 

[This  letter  was  from  the  Hon.  Abuah  "Husrs, 
of  Kew  York;  bnt^  on  application,  it  coold  not 
be  obtained.] 

Mr.  W.  continued.  I  will  remark,  rir,  that 
by  this  commonication  from  the  member  of  the 
committee  into  whose  hands  the  letter  of  the 
witness  fell  before  it  fell  into  mine,  this  letter 
of  this  oontnmacioos  witness  reached  the  com- 
mittee -,  bnt  I  conld  not,  fi-om  self-respect,  pre- 
(mt  it.  Sir,  I  considered  it  disrespectftil  to 
the  oonunittee  as  mnoh  as  to  myself  personally. 
I  a^  that  it  be  read. 

Mr.  Fkabcs;,  of  Rhode  Island,  stud,  nnder  the 
anpposition  that  this  subject  would  come  up  as 
the  &8t  bnsinees  in  order  to-morrow  mormng, 
and  as  it  was  one  that  would  l)e  likely  to  pro- 
dace  debate,  he  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 


Fbidat,  February  10. 
Gate  of  £.  M.  Whiten. 

The  unfinished  business  was  the  report  made 
last  evening,  from  Mr.  Vise,  chairman  of  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
administration  of  the  Executive  Departments, 
stating  that  Beoboi  M.  Whitney  had  refused  to 
qipear  before  the  sdd  committee;  which  re- 
port was  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  R.  M. 
Whitney,  and  a  memorial  from  him,  sent  for 
presentation  to  the  Speaker  on  Monday  last, 
bat  which  was  not  presented,  owing  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of  Mr.  Adams. 

The  report  concludes  with  the  following  reso- 
hllon: 

"Jiaoltied,  That  the  chaintuin  be  dh<ected  to  re- 
port the  letter  to  the  House,  that  such  order  may  be 
tdun  aa  tlie  dignity  and  character  of  the  House  re- 
quire." 

Mr.  WisK  asked  that  the  oommnnication  of 
B.  M.  Whitney  I>e  now  read,  that  the  House 
Bright  see  what  was  its  diaracter,  and  take  such 
steps  as,  in  its  Judgment,  might  be  necesaaiy  to 
itKoA  its  own  di^^. 


The  letter  and  memorial  having  been  read, 

The  Spiajcer  said -it  was  proper  he  should 
state  that  on  Monday  last,  after  the  meeting  of 
the  House,  a  memorial  of  a  similar  character 
was  laid  on  his  table.  It  was  not  in  order  on 
that  day  for  him  to  present  it,  nor  had  it  been 
in  order  since. 

Mr.  LiKooLN  then  slated  that,  in  the  few  re- 
marks which  he  had  to  submit,  he  should  make 
no  reference  to  any  proceedings  which  might 
have  occurred  in  reference  to  the  same  indi- 
vidnal  before  another  select  committee  of  this 
House. 

He  would  offer  the  following  series  of  resolu- 
tions for  the  consideration  of  Uie  House : 

Jietolved,  That  Reuben  U.  Whitney,  m  refusbg  to 
appear  is  a  witness  before  a  select  committee  of  tlds 
House,  acting  by  the  authority  of  the  House,  under  a 
resolution  of  the  17th  January  last,  after  being  duly 
summoned  thereto,  has  been  guilty  of  a  contempt  of 
the  committee  and  of  the  House. 

Jtatolved,  That  the  letter  addressed  by  the  said 
Reuben  H.  Whitney  to  the  committee,  and  by  the 
committee  referred  to  the  notice  of  this  House,  de- 
claring Ills  determination  peremptorily  to  decline  to 
appear  before  any  committee  constituted  in  such 
manner  and  of  sudi  pereons  as  tlie  pleasure  and  judg- 
ment of  the  House  shall  derignate,  until  the  Honse, 
■8  a  condition  precedent,  shall  hare  redressed  iiis 
supposed  wrongs,  both  in  the  manner  and  style  of 
communication,  is  contumacious,  arrogant,  and  offen- 
uve ;  alike  disrespectful  to  the  House,  and  utteriy 
subversive  of  its  rigfatM  authority. 

Hetolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  House  issue  his 
warrant,  directing  the  Setgeant-at^nns  to  take  into 
custody  the  person  of  the  said  Reuben  H.  Whitney, 
that  be  may  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House  to 
answer  for  the  contempt  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Lane  suggested  that  the  resolution  should 
be  80  modified  as  to  give  the  sense  of  the  Honse 
that  Mr.  Whitney  ought  to  appear  before  the 
committee ;  and,  if  such  should  be  declared  to 
be  the  sense  of  the  House,  Mr.  L.  undertook 
to  say  that  Mr.  Whitney  wonld  t^peiu-  and  an- 
swer questions  as  he  ought  to  answer  them. 

Mr.  LmooLN  here  modified  his  amendment, 
to  read  as  follows : 

lieuUvtd,  That  whereas  the  select  committee  of 
this  House,  acting  by  the  authority  of  the  House 
under  a  resolution  of  the  17th  of  January  last,  lias 
reported  that  R.  M.  Wliitney  peremptorily  reftised  to 
give  eridence  in  obedience  to  a  summons  duly  issued 
by  said  committee,  and  has  addressed  to  the  com- 
mittee the  letter  reported  by  said  committee  to  the 
House :  Tiierefore, 

Retolvtd,  That  die  Speaker  of  this  House  issue, 
his  warrant,  directed  to  tlie  Seigeint-at-arms,  to  take 
into  custody  the  body  of  Reu&n  X.  Whitney,  that 
he  may  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  tiie  House,  to  an- 
swer for  an  alleged  contempt  of  this  House. 


The  snbjeet  was  ftarther  debated  by  Messrs. 
Pabks,  Wise,  D.  J.  Pbabox,  Bobebtson,  Mbs- 
OEK,  IJirooLir,  and  A.  Mann. 

Mr.  Boon  moved  tiie  previous  question ;  but 
there  was  no  second. 

Mr.  Olaibobhe,  of  Mississippi,  moved   to 
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amend  the  resolntion  by  adding  at  the  end 
thereof  "  and  that  he  be  allowed  counsel,  when 
brought  to  the  bar,  ahonid  he  desire  it." 

The  amendment  tras  accepted  bj  Mr.  Lur- 
OOLN,  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  Claibobni  then  addressed  the  Honse  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  Tsaid  Mr!  0.,)  let  no  man  call 
me  the  friend  or  Reuben  M.  Whitney.  If  he 
stood  in  that  group,  I  could  scarcely  identify 
him.  I  am  no  lawyer,  nor  do  I  appear  here  as 
his  advocate.  I  confess  myself  prejudiced 
against  him.  The  many  charges,  mysterious 
and  undefined,  which  have  b««ta  brought 
against  him  here  by  gentlemen  high  in  rank-^ 
the  constant  denunciations  wiUi  which  he  has 
been  visited — ^the  glittering  tomahawk  which 
has  been  held  over  nis  head,  like  the  sword  of 
Damocles — have  made  upon  my  mind  unfavor- 
able impresrions.  There  are  other  reasons,  sir, 
which  I  will  not  name.  But  he  is  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  accused  of  a  serious  offence,  and  I 
demond  counsel  for  him.  Sir,  I  voted  last  ses- 
sion, time  after  time,  in  a  minority,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wisk,)  for  his 
committee  of  investigation.  I  voted  uniformly 
for  it  this  session ;  but  I  will  not  consent  that 
a  resolution  shall  pass  to  drag  to  this  bar  a  free 
citizen  of  the  republic,  to  be  tried  by  those  who 
are  pr^ndiced  {^tdnst  him,  without  securing  to 
him  the  privilege  of  counsel.  I  denounce  it  as 
a  high-handed  and  arbitrary  proceeding,  un- 
woruy  of  the  a^  in  which  we  live,  and  dis- 
graoefu  to  the  tribunal  that  sanctions  it. 

[Mr.  Lorootir  here  rose  and  accepted  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Olaxbobitk.  J 

Mr.  C.  continued.  I  am  glad  that  the  gentle- 
man has  agreed  to  this  act  of  justi(ie.  It  re- 
moves ftom  this  proceeding  its  most  obnoxious 
feature.  Bat  I  doubt,  if  I  do  not  deny,  the  pro- 
priety of  dragging  Whitney  to  this  bar.  I  have 
my  doubts  whether  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  con- 
tempt. Sir,  your  doctrine  of  contempt  is  a  dan- 
gerous doctrine,  that  originated  in  times  un- 
nvorable  to  human  liberty ;  in  those  old  days 
of  privilM[e  and  prerogative,  when  the  rights 
of  the  citizen,  if  understood,  were  not  defined, 
and  when  parliamentary  bodies  were  nsed  by 
Kings  as  instruments  of  oppression  and  perse- 
ontion.  The  power  of  Congress  to  ponish  for 
contempts,  if  such  a  power  exists  at  all,  is  not 
expressly  conferred,  but  is  incidents,  and  arises 
ex  neetttitate  rei.  Where  is  the  clause  in  the 
constitution  making  the  grant  and  defining  a 
contempt!  Sir,  it  is  a  constructive  and  inoi- 
■dental  power.  The  powers  and  privileges  of 
Congress  are  not,  like  those  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, unlimited,  undefined,  and  omnipotent; 
on  the  contrary,  they  are  abridged  and  specific. 
Our  courts  of  justice  have  the  power  to  punish 
for  contempts;  but  it  is  not  a< oonstmctive 
power,  arismg  out  of  the  mere  act  tliat  estab- 
lished them,  but  was  conferred  by  a  statute, 
reatraining  in  its  character,  in  1789.  The  com- 
mon law  does  not  invest  th«  federal  courts  with 
this  power,  nor  can  we  derire  it  from  ttie  oom> 


mon  law.  As  a  system,  the  common  law  does 
not  constitute  any  part  of  the  law  of  tie  United 
States,  according  to  the  highest  conrta  of  (t» 
country ;  an  opinion,  too,  upon  which  Congnn 
has  uniformly  legislated.  No  department  «f 
Government  con  therefore  derive  any  ench  u- 
thority  from  it.  In  1831,  after  the  memorable 
trial  of  Judge  Peck,  of  Missouri,  Congress  deem- 
ed it  necessary  to  define,  by  law,  the  ntton  of 
contempts  of  court 

Mr.  TuBsnx  said,  as  the  question  which  wis 
about  to  be  decided  was  a  very  important  one, 
affecting  the  personal  liberty  of  an  Ameritti 
citizen,  lie  rose  for  the  purpose  of  asking  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  that  he  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  recording  his  vote  against  it;  ido, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  while  I  am  up,  I  wiD  ittte 
some  of  the  reasons  for  the  vote  I  am  sbont  to 
give.  I  cannot  remain  silent;  I  ehoold  b« 
guilty  of  a  gross  violation  of  my  duty  u  a  Rep- 
resentative on  this  floor,  were  I  to  sit  bj  and 
see  a  citizen,  however  humble  his  condition,  de- 
prived of  his  liberty  under  the  circmnstances 
of  this  case,  and  not  enter  my  protest  against  it 

What,  I  would  ask,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  is  the  reso- 
lution under  consideration  f  What  does  it  pro- 
pose to  do  ?  Sir,  it  directs  the  Speaker  to  issoe 
nis  warrant  to  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  re«[\iiring 
him  to  take  an  hnmbla  citizen  fVom  hia  own 
fireside,  from  the  bosom  of  his  fanily,  drag  hia 
OS  a  culprit,  through  the  streets  of  uiiacity,  and 
as  such  hold  him  up  at  the  bar  of  this  Honse  to 
the  gaze  of  the  nation — and  for  what  I  YeSi 
sir;  for  what,  I  would  ask,  (said  Mr.  T.,)isa 

Erivate  citizen  to  be  thus  dragged  from  hii 
ome  ?  Why  are  his  feelings  and  the  feelings 
of  his  family  to  be  outraged  t  Becanse,  sir,  he 
refuses,  for  reasons  conwned  in  his  letter  to 
the  committee,  to  iq>pear  and  give  eridence. 
To  his  mind,  at  least,  the  reasons  are  sofficieot 
to  Justify  the  course  he  has  token.  From  the 
papers  on  your  table,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  appean 
that  this  individual,  who  is  about  to  be  takes 
into  custody  for  an  alleged  contempt,  compluns 
that,  while  he  was  giving  testimony  before  a 
committee  of  this  House,  in  obedience  to  a  smo* 
mons,  he  was.  grossly  insulted,  and  an  o^ 
rageons  assault  was  made  upon  his  person  by 
two  members  of  that  committee.  It  also  ap- 
pears, from  the  papers  submitted  to  the  Hons^ 
that  this  witness  has  been  waiting  at  the  doon 
of  this  hall  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  seeking  m 
opportunity  to  present  bis  petition  to  the  Boose, 
asking  an  inqninr  into  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  assault  thus  made 
upon  him,  and  praying  the  House  to  take  m^ 
ures  to  protect  hun  from  similar  assaults  in  in- 
tnre ;  but  during  that  time  he  has  not  been 
able  to  lay  his  memorial  before  the  Honse. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  I  take  a  different  view* 
this  case  from  some  gentiemen  who  have  spota 
upon  it ;  they  se«m  to  think  the  witness  ha 
been  guilty  of  a  technical  contempt,  in  refusing 
to  ^)pear  before  the  ocnnmittee,  and  tbat** 
oamiot  now  inquire  into  the  reasons  aws^ 
by  him  tar  not  obeying  the  saamou    "* 
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mnst  wait,  st^  they,  nntil  he  is  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  House ;  until  he  gives  his  reasons 
here,  when  arraigned  to  answer  to  the  alleged 
contempt.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  I  cannot  subscribe 
to  this  doctrine. 

In  the  same  letter,  in  which  the  witness  re- 
foses  to  appear  before  the  committee,  he  gives 
the  reaitons  why  he  cannot  obey  its  snmmons. 
Those  reasons  are  before  ns;  and  i£  in  our 
opinion,  they  are  snfiScient,  he  stands  justified, 
aod  we  have  no  right  to  bring  him  here  to  an- 
swer to  a  technical  or  an  alleged  contempt. 
Suppose  (said  Mr.  T.)  that  the  witness  had  re- 
turned for  answer  that  he  was  confined  to  his 
bed  by  sickness,  or  that  his  wife  or  child  was 
at  the  point  of  death,  and  he  could  not  obey  the 
summons ;  would  you  say  that  there  had  been  a 
technical  contempt  ?  that  you  would  not  now 
pass  npon  the  reasons  given  by  the  witness? 
Would  yon  direct  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  war- 
rant, requiring  the  Bergeant-at-orms  to  bring 
the  witness  from  his  sick  bed,  or  from  the  dying 
eoach  of  tiiose  most  dear  to  him,  to  give  his 
reasons  here?  Certainly  not,  sir.  The  House 
would  say  at  once,  without  hesitation,  that  the 
reasons  were  sufficient,  and  that  no  contempt 
whatever  had  been  committed. 

In  the  case  under  consideration,  the  witness 
informs  the  House  that  he  cannot,  in  his  opin- 
ion, obey  the  summons,  without  subjecting 
himself  to  gross  personal  insult ;  that  he  can- 
not do  it  without  even  putting  his  life  in  jeop- 
ardy ;  and  he  states  the  facts  and  circumstances 
upon  which  that  opinion  is  based.  He  invokes 
an  inquiry  into  the  accuracy  of  his  statements. 
Sow,  air,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  I,  for  one,  have  no  hes- 
itation in  saying  that,  if  all  "Whitney  states  in 
Us  oommanications  be  true,  he  was  perfectiy 
justifiable  in  reitasing  to  appear  before  that  or 
any  other  committee  of  this  House,  until  the 
House  itself  ahall,  by  some  net  on  its  part,  show 
a  fixed  determination  to  maintain  its  own  dig- 
nity, by  extending  the  most  ample  protection 
to  witnesses  summoned  to  give  testimony  be- 
fore its  committees.  The  whole  American  peo- 
ple will  instiiy  him.  Every  individual  in  the 
nation  will  commend  him  for  the  coarse  he  has 
taken. 

Mr.  Thomson,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution ;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  House  was  further  addressed  by  Messrs. 
Thomsok  of  Ohio,  Gabland  of  Louisiana,  Hab- 
Dnr,  Wise,  Pstton,  Abhlbt,  and  Jenifek. 

Mr.  Gholson  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  aware  that  there  exists  a 
variety  of  opinions  as  to  the  power  of  this 
House  to  punish  acts  not  interrupting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Honse  nor  committed  in  its 
presMice,  as  contempts.  This  resolution  as- 
sumes tlie  facts  that  a  contempt  bad  been  com- 
mitted, and  that  the  House  possesses  the  power 
to  punish  it;  and  it  is  now  proposed  that, 
witQoat  further  inquiry,  we  shall  deprive  a  cit- 
izen of  his  liberty,  and  direct  our  Seiveant-at- 
srms  to  adze  and  hold  him  in  custo^.    I  do 


not  believe  this  Honse   possesses  any  such 
power. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  report 
of  the  committee,  upon  which  this  proceeding 
is  founded,  is  based  upon  the  letter  of  Mr.  "Whit- 
ney,  given  to  the  House  by  the  committee; 
and,  as  such,  the  Honse  must,  in  coming  to  a 
conclusion,  take  into  consideration  the  letter 
of  Whitney,  and  the  reasons  given  in  that  letter 
for  his  refusal  to  appear  before  the  committee. 
Mr.  Speaker',  I  am  one  of  those  who  deny  the 
power  of  this  House  to  pnnl^  for  constructive 
contempts.  I,  sir,  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
power  given  to  titis  House,  by  the  constitution, 
to  punish  a  citizen  of  this  country  for  a  con- 
structive contempt  growing  out  of  his  refusal 
to  appear  before  a  committee  of  this  House, 
standing  as  the  present  witness  does  towards 
the  chairman  of  that  committee.  Sir,  there  is 
no  law  giving  authority  to  place  an  American 
citizen  under  duresse  under  such  circumstances ; 
and  I,  sir,  for  one,  never  can  ^ve  my  consent  to 
see  authority  exercised  by  this  House  that  I  do 
not  believe  it  possesses.  But  it  is  said  the  exer- 
cise of  this  authority  is  necessaiy  to  the  preser- 
vation of  our  rights.  Sir,  I  think  such  a  preser- 
ration  of  our  rights  as  this  promises,  ere  long, 
to  take  firom  us  the  rights  we  now  have.  Gen- 
tiemen  talk  of  the  rights  and  dignity  of  this 
House,  and  say  they  must  be  respected.  I  say 
to  them  that  we,  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  come  here  with  delegated  powers,  and 
are  bound  to  keep  within  the  pale  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  constitution  is  the  palladium 
of  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  gives  this  House 
no  power  to  place  an  American  citizen  in  the 
custody  of  our  Sergeant-at-arms  for  a  construc- 
tive contempt.  Sir,  after  the  proceeding  of  this 
House  in  relation  to  the  honorable  gentieman 
fh>m  Massachusetts,  and  his  petition  from 
thirty-two  slaves,  what  is  this  House  to  con- 
sider a  contempt  ? 

Sir,  it  is  contemptuously  asked  by  honorable 
gentiemen  on  this  floor,  who  is  the  contempt- 
uous Beuben  M.  Whitney  f  I  answer,  that  I 
know  him  only  as  an  American  citizen ;  and, 
08  such,  entitied  to  all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  the  constitution.  I  ask  gentiemen,  in 
return,  fhjm  what  source  do  they  derive  the 
power  to  place  him  in  custody  ?  I  tell  gentle- 
men, at  the  outset,  that  precedents  from  the 
British  Pariiament  cannot  be  received  by  me 
as  authority  for  the  arrest  of  an  American  cit- 
izen. I,  sir,  have  the  honor  to  represent  in  part 
the  highly  honorable,  democratic,  and  patriotic 
people  of  Mississippi ;  a  people  who,  from  th6 
democratic  character  of  their  institutions,  are 
known  to  he  tenacious  of  their  rights ;  and  I 
cannot,  as  their  representative,  ait  idly  here 
and  see  one  known  to  possess  the  high  and  ex- 
alted privileges  of  an  American  citizen  arrested 
by  order  of  this  Honse,  brought  as  a  prisoner 
to  answer  at  the  bar,  without  attempting  to 
arrest  the  course  of  usurpation,  and  exereise  of 
such  usurped  power,  on  the  port  of  this  House, 
over  the  rights  of  the  pe<^le. 
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Sir,  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  parliament- 
ary^ annals  of  Great  Britain,  and  given  in  the 
precedents  of  the  Honse  of  Commons,  is  utterly 
repugnant  to  the  spirit  and  genios  of  oar  repub- 
lican inatitations.  The  English  law  of  privi- 
lege, and  the  power  of  the  British  parliament 
to  punish  for  contempts^  is  undefined,  unlim- 
ited, and  unknown  to  the  subject  except  as  par- 
ticular cases  occur,  in  which  Parliament,  in 
their  omnipotent  discretion,  choose  to  exercise 
it.  Thus  it  is  that  the  infliction  of  punishment 
is  the  first  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  rule 
under  which  it  is  inflicted. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  inquire  for  a  moment  into 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  proposed 
to  bring  Mr.  Whitney  before  this  House. 

Sir,  by  the  very  terms  of  the  resolution  under 
which  we  are  to  act,  it  is  for  an  alleged  con- 
tempt, and  that  allegation  sustained  only  by 
construction.  Sir,  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  committee  before  whom  Mr.  Whitney  has 
refused  to  appear,  and  for  which  refusal  this 
proceeding  is  instituted,  has,  according  to  his 
reported  speech,  made  on  this  floor,  asserted 
that  he  would,  on  a  certain  occasion,  and  that, 
too,  whilst  he  was  acting  as  a  member  of  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  order  of  tiiis  House, 
and  at  a  time  this  witness,  Whitney,  was  before 
that  committee  as  a  witness,  ana  whilst  this 
honorable  chairman  was  acting  in  a  judicial 
capacity,  have  taken  the  life  of  this  witness  if 
he  had  moved  his  hand.  Tes,  sir,  if  he  had 
moved  his  arm  one  inch,  even  in  his  own  de- 
fence, the  honorable  chairman  of  this  commit- 
tee informs  us  that  he  would  have  taken  his 
life ;  and  that  in  defence  of  his  friend,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who,  he 
states,  was  rushing  upon  Whitney. 

[Here  Mr.  Wise  explained.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  honorable  gentleman's  ex- 
planation amounts  to  the  same  thing  that  I  had 
stated ;  he  admits  that  his  friend,  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  was  advancing  upon 
Whitney,  whilst  Whitney  was  before  the  com- 
mittee as  a  witness.  Sir,  I  am  not  to  be  de- 
terred by  the  honorable  gentleman's  implied 
threat,  nor  by  his  imputation  and  "insinua- 
tion "  that  I  had  misquoted  him. 

nrhe  Speakkb  had  not  understood  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia  to  make  any 
threat,  or  he  would  have  interposed ;  and  that 
the  gentleman  from  Missisappi  must  not  make 
personal  allusions.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall,  in  arguing  this  question, 
pursue  the  same  course  that  other  gentlemen 
nave  pursued  on  this  floor.  I  assure  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  ftt)m  Virginia,  that  if  he  ex- 
pects to  intimidate  me,  be  has  mistaken  his 
man.  I  shall  jpnrsue  my  own  course,  without 
regard  to  his  implied  threat.  Then,  sir,  what 
is  the  distinguishmg  difference  in  the  statement 
first  given,  and  the  one  now  given  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  who  is  chdnnan,  and  before 
whom  Whitney  refuses  to  appear  ?  In  eitlier 
event,  the  life  of  Whitney  was  to  be  taken,  even 
if  he  defended  himself  against  <lie  honorable 


gentleman  from  Tennessee ;  and  it  is  for  this 
diat  gentlemen  say  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  eon- 
tempt  of  this  House.  Sir,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  force  a  witness  before  a  committee,  when 
the  chairman  of  that  conunittee  stands  in  such 
relation  towards  the  witness  as  the  honond>te 
chairman  does  in  this  instance.  Then,  I  ask,  is 
it  a  contempt  of  this  House  for  a  witness  to 
reftase  to  appear  before  a  committee  of  this 
Honse  under  such  circumstances ;  and  has  this 
House  the  power,  and  will  we  be  acting  in  acj 
cordance  with  the  authority  vested  in  us  by  the 
constitution^  have  the  witness  brought  to  the 
bar  of  this  House  to  answer  for  such  refusal! 
I  certainly  think,  upon  examination,  it  will  be 
found  that  this  Honse  possesses  no  such  power. 

Mr.  MoEaOH  sud  that,  intending  to  vote  in 
the  negative  on  the  question  which  had  been 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  be 
was  aware  that  he  thereby  would  subiect  him- 
self to  the  censures  (if  such  they  might  be  called) 
of  his  iHend  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Jknifeb)  who 
hod  just  taken  his  seat.  He  (Mr.  MoE.)  saw  in 
the  case  before  him  not  that  of  Reuben  it. 
Whitney.  He  passed  by  Mr.  Whitney.  He 
viewed  the  matter  in  a  broader  light.  He  saw 
in  it  the  proposal  to  arrest  an  American  citizen. 
It  involved  the  decision  of  a  principle  which 
would  be  capable  of  striking  down  not  only  the 
humblest  but  the  highest  in  the  nation.  It 
called  into  action  the  exercise  of  a  power  which 
was  to  be  felt  not  only  within  the  circle  of  this 
District,  but  from  Maine  to  Louisiana,  wherever 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  confederacy  might  oper- 
ate. It  carried  with  it  the  means  of  dragging 
any  man  from  his  home,  his  family,  his  misi- 
ness,  to  answer  the  behest  of  a  migority  of  this 
House.  I  ask  gentlemen  (said  Mr.  MoK.) 
whether  the  individual  who  is  now  before  us  is 
not,  so  far  as  the  knowledge  of  this  Honse  is 
concerned,  a  private  citizen  ?  So  far  as  we  yet 
know,  he  has  no  connection  with  yonr  depart- 
ments. I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
whether  the  person  alluded  to  is  not  a  private 
citizen,  covered  by  our  laws,  and  protected  by 
our  constitution.  I  understand  my  friend  to 
yield  his  assent  to  this  point.  Well,  sir,  under 
your  constitution,  his  liberty,  his  life,  his  prop- 
erty, his  papers,  are  secured;  and  yet,  nsder 
the  power  claimed  daring  this  de1>ate,  uid  pro- 
posed to  be  exercised,  what  security  had  he,  cr 
any  other  man,  against  an  invasion  of  his  rights! 
Opposed,  as  I  have  ever  been,  to  the  doctrine 
of  contempts,  I  would  ask  gentlemen  what  most 
be  the  consequences  of  their  insisting  on  tiiis 
right ! 

Suppose,  sir,  your  committee  had  sent  its 
mandate  to  one  of  my  constituents,  whose  busi- 
ness would  not  allow  him,  without  sacrifice,  to 
obey  the  command,  he  would  naturally  ask 
under  what  law  he  was  bound  to  obey.  I  may 
be  told  that  he  would  be  guilty  of  contempt,  at 
least  of  constructive  contempt  of  the  House,  by 
refusing  to  obey  the  summons.  Sir.  I  told  yon, 
when  joxu  committee  was  formed,  that  in  many 
oases  it  would  be  powerless.    That  oommittee 
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■erer  eoold  hsTe  a  contempt  committed  against 
it  hj  lefiual  to  obey  its  ordenb  Yoor  rules  saj 
that  Babpoenas  and  varrants^hall  be  under  the 
Bpeakor's  band.  We  are  told  that  the  sabpcBna, 
in  this  case,  was  under  the  hand  of  the  chair- 
Duin  of  your  Select  Committee.  But,  again,  it 
is  insisted  that  yon  liaye  given  the  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers.  By  what  anthor- 
ity  can  this  House  delegate  its  power,  if  such 
it  has,  to  any  portion  of  this  body.  The  House 
itaelf  only  holds  its  own  powers  by  delegation. 
No,  sir ;  there  could  be  no  contempt  by  a  re- 
fusal to  obey  this  snmnMHis.  I  know  I  sh^ 
astonish  the  member  who  has  just  addressed 
yoa  when  I  assert  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  the 
mat  of  power  of  the  committee  in  this  matter; 
and  I  yery  much  doubt  the  power  of  this  House, 
at  leart  without  the  sanction  of  a  law,  to  dras 
an  individual  before  our  bar  for  a  contempt  of 
this  nature.  Issue  your  warrant,  and  deliver  it 
to  your  Sergeant-at-arms ;  if  its  execution  is 
resisted,  can  he  call,  as  a  ministerial  ofScer  of 
a  eoort,  for  assistanee?  I  riionld  think  not. 
Ton  have  no  guards  to  enforce  your  order,  and 
it  will  be  inoperative.  The  system  of  privuegee 
nd  contempts  has  grown  up  in  this  conntiy  by 
assimilating  the  powers  of  this  House  to  those 
of  the  British  House  of  Commons.  A  system 
has  been  claimed  and  exercised  in  Enghmd 
under  what  is  known  as  parliamentary  law. 
Its  encroachments  have  been  silently,  but 
steadily,  made  upon  the  mass  of  the  people, 
until  precedents  of  the  most  appalling  character 
can  be  fonnd.  The  analog  in  the  cases  of  con- 
tempt does  not  hold  good.  This  House,  as  a 
portion  of  the  Government,  obtains  its  power 
Srom  tiie  constitnticHi.  In  that  instrument  the 
privil^es  of  tiie  members  of  this  House  are 
d^ne^  and  the  rights  of  this  House  are  pointed 
out  dearly  and  distinctly. 

I  regret,  sir,  the  allusion  made  to  the  Presi- 
dent. Why  is  his  name  brought  into  this  dis- 
cnaBi<Mi  t  This  is  not  a  case  which  any  party 
dtoold  endeavor  to  make  use  of  for  any  pur- 
pose. We  are  establishing  a  precedent — a  pre- 
cedent which,  if  it  reaches  some  one  without 
these  walls  to-day,  will  hereafter  be  brought  to 
bear,  perhaps,  upon  some  of  us.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion involvmg  the  most  momentous  conse- 
quences, and  reaches  to  every  man  in  the  coun- 
trr,  no  matter  to  what  party  he  may  be  attach- 
ed, The  President's  letter,  referrcMl  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  will  speak  for  itself, 
and  justice  be  awarded  to  its  author  by  an  in- 
telligent people.  He  seeks  no  concealment. 
If  he  has  resisted  an  attempt  to  invade  the 
inivate  affairs  of  our  oitiaens,  he  deserves  the 
thanks  of  the  country.  Sir,  I  will  detain  the 
House  no  longer.  No  man  will  go  ftirther  than 
I  will  to  defend  the  rights  and  privUegee  of  this 
House ;  but  I  never  will  advance  over  the  pros- 
trated rights  of  the  people.  When  gentlemen 
tilk  of  the  rights  ana  privileges  of  this  House. 
I  most  be  heard  in  defence  of  those  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  whtch,  in  my  opinion, 
are  of  paramooDt  oonseqnenoe.    I  neyer  will, 


as  a  member  of  this  House,  arrogate  powers 
which  shall  be  dangerous  to  public  and  private 
security.  I  never  will  call  into  action  powers 
at  best  doubtful,  and  which  can  only  be  exer- 
cised by  invading  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  American  people. 

Mr.  Adams  then  a^ed  to  be  excused  from 
voting,  for  the  following  reasons,  whidi  were 
sent  in  writing  to  the  Chair : 

Mr.  Adams  requested  to  be  excused  from  vot- 
ing upon  this  and  every  other  (question  of  priv- 
ilege affecting  Beuben  M.  Whitney — the  per- 
sonal relations  between  him  and  that  individual 
having  long  been  such  as  to  make  it  the  duty 
of  Mr.  AoAiis  to  decline  acting  as  his  judge 
upon  any  qnesti<m  Meeting  his  personal  rights. 

Mr.  ,^AMS.  asked  that  mis  statement  might 
be  entered  on  the  journal ;  to  which  the  Spiaxxb 
replied  that  it  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be 
entered  on  the  journal. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  modified  resolution  of  Mr.  Lnrooui, 
and  decided  in  the  afSrmative — yeas  100, 
nays  86. 

So  the  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted. 


Batukdat,  February  11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mbbcsb,  so  much  of  the 
journal  was  stricken  out  as  oontahied  the  rea- 
sons assigned  by  Mr.  Adams  yesterday  for  ask- 
ing to  be  excused  from  voting  on  any  resolnticm 
involving  the  personal  rights  of  Mr.  Beuben  M. 
Whitney,  and  which  reasons  had  been  entered 
on  the  JonmaL 

Election  ofPretidmt  of  tht  United  SUOtt. 
Mr.  Thomas,  fivm  the  Joint  committee  ap- 

?)inted  to  wait  on  Martin  Van  Bnren,  of  New 
ork,  and  inform  him  that  he  has  been  duly 
elected  President  of  the  United  States  for  four 
years,  commencing  with  the  4th  of  March, 
1887.  reported:  That  the  committee,  in  con- 
formity with  the  directions  of  the  House,  had, 
on  yesterday,  waited  on  the  President  elect, 
and  informed  him  that  the  votes  for  President 
of  the  United  States  had  been  counted  by  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitution;  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given,  and 
was  duly  elected  President  of  the  Umted  States 
for  four  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1887. 

Mr.  Van  Bnren  expressed,  in  reply,  his 
erateM  sense  of  the  distinguished  honor  which 
his  feUow-citizens  had  o(»uerred  upon  him,  and 
requested  us  to  assure  our  respective  Houses 
that  they  might  rely  on  his  unceasing  efforts  to 
execute  the  responsibly  trust  about  to  devolve 
upon  him,  in  a  manner  the  most  conducive  to 
the  public  interest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  report  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Eight  of  Petition. 
Mr.  Tatiob  a^ed  the  ooosent  of  the  House 
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to  offer  the  fi^owing  retolntioii;  which  was 
read: 

Whereas  the  rote  of  the  Eotise,  taken  on  the  9th 
of  Febnury,  the  fbllowiog  resolution,  vis  "  Resolved, 
That  any  member  who  mall  hereafter  present  to  the 
House  any  petition  from  the  sUres  in  this  Union 
ought  to  be  considered  as  regardless  of  the  fedings 
of  the  House,  the  rights  of  the  Southern  States,  and 
unfriendly  to  the  ifnlon ; "  may  be  construed  into 
an  expression  of  ophdcm  tqxm  the  abstract  question 
of  the  right  of  slaree  to  petition  Congress ;  there- 
fore, 

JUtohti,  That  sUtcs  do  not  possess  the  right  of 
petititm  secured  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
by  the  censtituUon. 

[An  extended  debate  took  place  on  these  resolu- 
tions, in  which  Kessn.  IngersoU,  Taylor,  I^ckney, 
Cambreleng,  Uann  of  Kew  York,  Fatten,  Chambers 
of  Kentucky,  Ashley,  Lewis,  Lane,  Paricer,  Under- 
wood, Gideon  Lee,  Helena,  Anthony,  Sodieriand, 
Bynum,  Bouldin,  Waddy  Thompson,  Howard,  Har- 
rison of  Missouri,  Adams,  Oranger,  Ya&derpoel, 
Care  Johnson,  and  Haley,  took  port    Finally — 1 

A  division  of  the  question  having  been  or- 
dered, the  first  resolution,  as  modified  was  then 
taken  np,  as  follows : 

"  An  hiquliy  baring  been  made,  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  llanachusetts,  whether  a  paper, 
iriddi  he  hdd  In  his  hand,  purporting  to  be  a  peti- 
tion from  certain  slaves,  and  dedanng  themselres 
akves,  came  within  the  order  of  the  House  of  the 
18th  of  Januaiy,  and  the  said  paper  not  having 
been  received  by  the  Speaker,  he  stated  that,  in  a 
case  so  extraordinary  and  novel,  he  would  take  the 
advice  and  counsel  of  the  House. 

"  Rttohtd,  That  this  House  cannot  receive  the 
■aid  petition  without  disregarding  its  own  dignity,  the 
rights  of  a  large  class  of  citizens  of  the  South  and 
West,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes." 

The  qoestion  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
adopted,  by  a  vote  of  yeas  160,  nays  85. 

llie  second  reeolati^  waa  titen  taken  up,  as 
follows : 

"  Raohed,  That  slaves  do  not  possess  the  right 
of  petition  secured  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
by  the  constitution.'' 

Mr.  HiLi.KT  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
Lost,  without  a  division. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolntion,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tus.— Messrs.  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Ash,  Ash- 
ley, Bean,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Bond,  Bo<ni,  Bouldin, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Bnndi,  Bums,  Bynum,  3.  Calhoon, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  O.  Cbam- 
beca,  J.  Chambers,  Chancy,  Chiq>man,  Cha{>m,  Childs, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claibmne,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Cr^g,  Chuner,  Crary,  Cusbing, 
Cushman,  Dawson,  Beberry,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole, 
Dunlap,  Elmore,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  Frend, 
Fry,  Oalbraith,  J.  Gariand,  B.  Oariand,  Gholson,  Gil- 
let,  Glascodc,  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  J.  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hann^;an,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  A.  O. 
Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Herod,  Holsey,  Holt, 
BopUns,   Howard,   Howell,   Hubley,   HuntingtoD, 


HuniamaB,  Jarvia,  Jenifer,  J.  Johnson,  B.  IL  Jdn- 
son,  C.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jimes,  Kemoi, 
Kilgore,  Klingensnu^,  I^ne,  Lansing,  Ltwler,  laj, 
G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Uncahi,  U- 
nn,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A.  Maim,  J.  Kami,  Mstii, 
W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  McCodm, 
McKay,  McKeon,  McLene,  Mercer,  Millo',  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlcnbetg,  Owena,  Ftge, 
Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  F.  Pierce,  Jamei  L 
Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Fiodt 
ney.  Bencher,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson^Bobot- 
son,  Bogers,  Schenck,  W.  B.  Sheppard,  A  H.  Bbcp- 
perd.  Shields,  Shinn,  SicUe^  Stingier,  StuMer, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Tbomson,  W.  Ihooip- 
son,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Yandeipod,  Wageaer, 
Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  &  WhitUesejr,  t.  T. 
Whittlesey,  L.  WiUlama,  a  Williams,  Tell,  tmt%-  ■ 
162. 

\i.TS. — Messrs.  Adama,  Heman  Allen,  Beannoat, 
Borden,  Darlington,  Denny,  Haley,  Haxeltipe,  logo- 
soil,  W.  Jaduon,  Janes,  Love,  Parker,  Fhillipa,  Potti, 
Russell,  Slade,  Sloane— 18. 

So  the  second  resolntion  was  adq)ted. 

[When  the  name  of  l£r.  Wim  was  mIM, 
that  gentleman  rose  in  bis  place  and  declined 
to  vote,  for  the  reason  that  he  held  that  Con- 
gress had  no  power  to  interfere,  in  any  way, 
with  the  snliject  of  slavery.] 

Case  ofR.  M.  Whitnty. 

The  Sfkxkkb  informed  the  House  that  th» 
Sergeant-at-arms,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of 
the  Honse  and  the  warrant  of  the  Speaker,  had 
arrested  Renben  M.  Whitney,  who  was  then  is 
custody,  and  wuting  the  order  of  the  Home. 

Mr.  Oaiaooit,  of  Eentacky,  sobmitt^  the 
following  resolntion;  which  was  conndered 
and  adopted : 

Raolved,  That  E.  M.  Whitney,  now  in  tiiehoiil« 
of  the  Sergeantmtarms,  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  tba 
House,  to  answer  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  the 
House,  in  peremptorily  refusing  to  appear  and  ffn 
evidence  as  a  witness  <m  a  summons  duly  issued  b;  i 
select  committee,  acting  by  tlie  authority  of  this 
House,  under  a  resdotion  of  the  17th  of  JaHw; 
last,  hi  the  matter  of  a  letter,  expressing  said  reSnl, 
addressed  by  the  said  B.  M.  Whitney  to  the  eon- 
mittee,  and  by  the  c(»nmittee  referred  to  the  Hom; 
and  that  he  be  forthwith  furnished  with  a  cop;  of 
the  report  of  said  committee  and  of  the  letter  afon- 


The  Honso  then  adjonmed. 


MoxsAT,  Febmarj  18. 
Cote  qfB.  M.  WhUtuy. 

The  Spuker  announced  that  Renbea  H. 
Whitney,  now  in  custody  for  an  alleged  «m- 
tempt  of  the  authority  of  the  House,  was  with- 
out the  bar,  waiting  the  fiuther  pleasure  of  the 
House.  , 

The  Ofaair  also  stated  that  the  accused  wt 
been  fttmidied  with  copies  of  the  papers  rwir- 
red  to  in  the  resolution  adopted  on  Satnriay 
last 

Mr.  PiLTTOV  moved  that  the  Beigeant-at-ano* 
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be  directed  to  bring  the  prisoner  to  the  bar  of 
flw  Howe ;  which  motion  prevailed. 

The  accrued  having  been  plaeed  at  the  bar, 
tiie  Sfsakeb  addressed  him  ad  follows : 

**  Reaben  M.  Whitney :  Ton  have  been 
bnmgfat  before  the  Home,  by  its  order,  to  an- 
nrer  die  char^  of  an  allied  contempt  of  this 
House,  in  having  peremptorily  refhsed  to  give 
evidence  in  obemenee  to  a  summons  doly  issued 
by  a  committee  of  this  House,  which  committee 
Iiad,  by  an  order  of  the  House,  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers. 

"  Before  yon  are  called  upon  to  answer  in 
aay  manner  to  the  subject-matter  of  this  charge, 
tt  is  my  duty,  as  the  presiding  officer  pf  this 
Honse,  to  inform  yon  that,  by  an  order  of  the 
Hofose,  yon  will  be  allowed  counsel,  should  yon 
derire  ic  If  yon  have  any  request  to  make  in 
relation  to  this  subject,  your  request  will  now 
be  received  and  considered  by  the  House.  If, 
however,  you  are  now  ready  to  proceed  in  the 
inveatigation  of  the  charge,  yon  will  state  it, 
tnd  the  House  will  take  order  aooordingly." 

To  whieh  the  accused  replied,  that  be  held  in 
his  hand  a  paper  in  relation  to  the  charge, 
which  he  respectfully  requeeted  might  be  re- 
ceived and  read. 
The  following  paper  was  then  read : 

"  The  tindersigiied  answers  that  his  refusal  to  at- 
tend the  committee,  upon  the  gummons  of  its  chair- 
man, was  not  intended  or  believed  by  him  to  be  dia- 
respectM  to  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, nor  does  he  now  believe  that  he  tliereby  com- 
mitted a  contempt  of  tlie  House. 

"  His  reason  for  refusing  to  attend  the  committee 
aie  truly  stated  in  his  letter  to  tlut  committee. 

"  He  did  not  conoder  himself  bound  toobeyasom- 
mons  issued  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

"  He  had  attended,  in  ot)edience  to  such  a  sum- 
mona,  before  another  committee,  volnntarily,  and 
without  objections  to  the  validity  of  the  process ;  and 
would  have  attended  in  the  same  way  beibre  the 
present  committee,  but  for  the  Ixslief  that  be  might 
tbereby  be  exposed  to  insult  and  violence. 

**  He  denies,  therefore,  tiiat  he  lias  committed  a 
contempt  of  the  House,  because — 

"■  Flnt  The  process  upon  him  was  illegal,  and  he 
was  not  bound  to  obey  it    And 

"Secondly.  Because  he  could  not  attend  wlth- 
ent  erposing  liimself  thereby  to  outrage  and  vio- 
lence. 

"  If  the  House  shall  decide  in  fitvor  of  the  author- 
ity of  the  process,  and  that  the  respondent  is  bound 
to  obey  it^  then  he  respectfully  asks,  in  such  case, 
tiiat,  in  consideration  of  the  peculiar  drciunstanoes 
in  wliidi  he  is  placed,  as  known  to  the  House,  the 
eoamuttee  may  be  instructed  to  receive  his  testimony 
190D  interrogatories  to  t>e  answered  on  oath  before  a 
aagfatrate,  as  has  l>een  done  in  other  instances  hi 
rdation  to  other  witnesses ;  or  that  the  committee  be 
instructed  to  prohibit  the  use  or  introduction  of 
secret  and  deadly  weapons  in  the  committee  room 
dming  the  examination  of  the  witnesses. 

**  And  in  ease  he  dull  tliink  it  necessary,  he  prays 
to  be  heard  by  counsdi  and  to  be  allowed  to  offer 
MimaKy  ea  the  natters  herem  submitted. 

"B.  M.  WHITNBY." 


Mr.  Ghouoit  o£fered  the  following  reeola- 

tion: 

Eeiolsed,  That  Kenbeh  H.  Whitney  be  now  per- 
mitted to  examine  witnesses  before  this  House,  in  re- 
lation to  ills  alleged  contempt. 

.  [A  debate  then  took  place,  diiefly  on  points  of 
order  and  the  mode  of  proceeding,  in  wUoh  Messrs, 
Haynes,  IJncoln,  (%olson,  Kercer,  Patton,  Bonldin, 
McKay,  Hoar,  Huntsman,  Mann  of  New  York,  Mason 
of  Ohio,  Yauderpoel,  Lane,  Calhoon,  and  Bell,  took 
part] 

Jfr.  Maiw,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Gbolson'b  resolution,  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  And  tliat  a  committee  of  five  be'appointed  by  the 
Speaker,  to  examine  such  witnesses  on  the  part  of 
the  House." 

Mr.  Ghouson  accepted  the  modifieation. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  original 
resolution, 

Mr.  Faxkb  said  that  he,  as  well  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  was  opposed  to  bringing 
this  individual  before  the  House ;  but,  as  be 
was  brought  there,  they  owed  it  to  the  gentle- 
man himself,  and  to  the  House,  that  he  have  a 
hearing.  The  motion  pending  was,  that  a  com- 
mittee of  five  be  appointed  to  examine  witnesses 
on  the  port  of  the  House;  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settling  the  question,  and  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  they  would  lay  it  aside,  or  go  oh 
with  it,  he  mov^  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Gholson  appealed  to  Mr.  Pakks  to  with- 
draw the  motion  for  a  moment;  which  he  did; 
when  Mr.  G.  accepted  of  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Orapix;  and 

Mr.  Pabes  then  renewed  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question ;  which  was  seconded  by  the 
House— yeas  97,  nays  88  ;  and  the  main  ques- 
tion having  been  ordered,  was  put,  and  earried, 
without  a  divisiMi. 

80  the  reeolution,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  Spbakxr  then  annonnoed  the  committee ; 
and  Mr.  Whitney  was  again  brought  in,  the  (Xt- 
der  read  to  him,  and  he  put  in  a  list  of  witneesea 
he  requested  to  be  summoned. 

Mr.  Habbison,  of  Missouri,  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution 
in  relation  to  Mr.  Whitney  was  adopted ;  but 
the  motion  was  negatived — yeas  92,  nays  95. 

The  respondent  was  then  removeid  fivm  the 
bar,  aai  tue  House  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  other  business. 


Wbdsbbday,  Febmary  16. 
Gate  o/R  2£.  Whitney. 

Mr.  Whitney  having  been  placed  at  the  bar, 
and  stated  his  readiness  to  proceed  at  onoe  to 
trial. 

The  Sfxakkb  then  addressed  the  respondent) 
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and  informed  him  that,  by  an  order  of  the 
House,  he  was  then  permitted  to  examine  wit- 
nesses before  the  House,  in  relation  to  the  al- 
leged contempt  against  him,  and  that  he  could 
then  proceed  to  do  so.  The  Speaker  further  in- 
formed him  that  the  witnesses  he  had  named 
had  been  smnmoned. 

Mr.  Key,  one  of  the  counsel  of  the  accused, 
asked  that  the  witnesses  be  now  sworn. 

Mr.  ScTHSRULiio  objected  to  the  swearing  of 
Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  SoUivan  at  that  time,  be- 
cause he  understood  they  would  be  brought  for- 
ward to  testify  as  to  the  character  of  the  accus- 
edjjmd  that  question  had  not  yet  come  up. 

The  witnesses  who  were  members  of  the 
House,  as  before  stated,  were  then  sworn,  and 
the  swearing  of  the  other  gentlemen  deferred 
for  the  present. 

The  honorable  Mr.  Faiefibld  was  then  call- 
ed, and  the  following  question  propounded  to 
him  by  Mr.  Key : 

Please  state  all  the  circumstances  attending 
the  dispute  and  disorder  that  occurred  before 
the  select  committee,  whereof  Mr.  Oablamd  is 
chairman,  on  Wednesday,  the  26th  of  January, 
and  state  particularly  all  that  was  said  and 
done  by,  and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct 
o^  K.  M.  Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the 
committee,  and  Messrs.  Wisb  and  Petton  as 
members  of  the  committee,  and  all  that  occur- 
red on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  Fairfisld  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table 
the  following  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory : 

At  the  commencement  of  the  affair  alluded 
to  in  the  question,  the  different  members  of  the 
committee  were  situated  as  follows,  as  near  as 
I  can  recollect :  Mr  Whitney  sat  at  a  small  ta- 
ble in  s  corner  of  the  room,  near  the  fireplace ; 
Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Garland,  Mr.  Hamer,  and  Mr. 
Gillet,  sat  at  a  long  table,  placed  transversely 
in  flront  of  the  fire,  Hr.  Hamer  at  the  end  near- 
est Mr.  Whitney,  Mr.  Gillet  at  the  oppodte 
end,  and  Mr.  Garland  and  Mr.  Peyton  in  front, 
the  latter  nearest  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  with  his 
back  turned,  or  partially  so,  towu^  him— one 
proposing  interrogatories,  and  the  other  an- 
swering, in  wriUng;  the  questions  and  answers 
being  handed  to  the  chairman,  and  by  him  re«d 
to  the  conunittee.  Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Martin,  and 
myself,  were  utting  upon  a  sofa  at  the  side  of 
the  fireplace  opposite  Mr.  Whitney.  Mr.  Pierce 
and  Mr.  Johnson  were  not  present. 

When  the  chairman  read  the  answer  of  Ur. 
Whitney  to  the  interrogatory  of  Ifr.  Peyton, 
both  of  which  have  been  pablished,  the  lattw 
tnmed  towards  Mr.  Garland,  without  riung 
from  his  seat,  and  sud,  "Mr.  Churman,  I  wish 
yon  to  inform  this  witness  that  he  is  not  to  in- 
sult me  in  his  answers ;  if  he  does,  God  damn 
him,  I  will  take  his  life  upon  the  spot."  He 
then  rose  and  turned  towards  Mr.  Whitney, 
l)pd  ssid,  "  I  want  yon  to  understand,  sir,  that 
I  daim  no  protection  from  the  constitution ; 
and  if  you  usnlt  me,  you  damned  dog,  I  will 
take  your  life."  Mr.  Wise  rose,  and  advanced 
to  the  side  of  Mr.  Peyton,  and,  aadreaong  him- 


self to  Mr.  Whitney,  said,  "  Yes,  this  damned  in- 
solence is  insufferable.".  Mr.  Garland  and  other 
members  of  the  committee  were,  dunng  this 
time,  endeavoriog  to  preserve  order  and  to 

Srevent  an  affray.  Mr.  Peyton  turned  from 
[r.  Whitney,  and,  standing  with  his  back  to 
the  fire,  said,  by  way  of  soliloquy,  or  without 
addressing  himself  to  any  one  in  particular, 
"Hitherto  I  have  treated  him  witn  marked 
respect— damn  him — I  have  treated  him  just  as 
if  be  had  been  a  gentieman ;  to  be  thus  msolt- 
ed  by  a  damned  wief  and  robber !  damn  him, 
he  shan't  do  it."  While  uttering  the  last  words 
of  this  sentence,  he  became,  apparently,  mots 
excited,  and  turned  towards  Mr.  Whitney,  who 
rose  and  said  he  claimed  the  protection  of  the 
committee  while  he  was  before  it,  when  Hr. 
Peyton  said,  "  God  damn  yon,  you  shan't  q>eak 
— ^you  shan't  say  a  word  while  yon  are  in  this 
room ;  if  you  do,  I  will  put  yon  to  death,"  and 
made  towards  him,  at  the  same  time  pattinc 
his  hand  in  his  bosom.  Mr.  Wise,  who  haa 
previously  gone  round  the  long  table,  and  plac- 
ed himself  near  Mr.  Whitney,  nere  interposed ; 
and  he,  with  Mr.  Garlan^  who  was  standing 
between  Mr.  Peyton  and  Vix.  Whitney,  and  Mr. 
Martin,  who  was  by  his  side,  endeavored  to 
calm  him,  and  to  prevent  his  going  towards  Hr. 
Whitney.  Mr.  Wise  said,  "Don't,  Peyton; 
damn  him,  be  is  not  worth  your  notice,"  or 
words  to  that  effect.  Judge  Martin  here  mov- 
ed that  the  examination  of  the  witness  be  sus- 
pended. Mr.  Hamer  opposed  it ;  and,  address- 
ug  himself  to  the  chairman,  went  on  to  make 
some  remarks,  but  I  do  not  distinctiy  recollect 
them. 

Mr.  Peyton  then  resumed  his  seat,  but  bochi 
turned  towards  Mr.  Whitney,  and  sud,  "  Damn 
him,  his  eyes  are  on  me.  God  damn  him,  he  is 
looking  at  me — he  shan't  do  it — damn  bun,  he 
shan't  look  at  me."  Mr.  Hamer  made  some 
further  remarks,  when  Mr.  Garland  suggested 
that  the  witness  should  retire  to  another  room ; 
which  he  did.  Mr.  Peyton  then  apolc^ized  to 
the  committee,  and  Mr.  Hamer  offered  the  res- 
olution which  has  been  published ;  on  the  pas- 
sage of  which,  Mr.  Whitney  was  recalled,  and 
the  resolution  was  oommumcated  to  him  by  the 
ohurman.  Mr.  Whitney  said,  Uiat  if  he  had 
done  any  thing  which  the  committee  conadered 
disrespectful,  he  regretted  it,  and  apologized 
for  it.  Another  interrogatory  was  proposed  to 
him,  which  he  answered ;  and  then  the  commit- 
tee rose. 

Second  question  by  Coonael.  What  was  Mr. 
Whitney's  general  demeanor  as  a  witness  before 
the  committee ;  was  any  indecorum  or  disre- 
spect on  bis  part  towards  the  committee,  or 
any  member  of  it,  observed  or  compluned  of,  or 
in  any  manner  censured  by  the  committee ! 

Answer.  With  the  exception  of  the  answer 
in  writing  of  Mr.  Whitney,  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  a  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Hamei^ 
and  adopted  by  the  committee,  I  saw  nothing 
of  any  indecorum  or  disrespect  on  his  part,  to 
the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it ;  nor  did 
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I,  at  any  tim«,  except  as  above,  and  prior  to 
the  affiur  alluded  to,  hear  any  complaint  on  the 
part  of  any  member  of  the  committee. 

Third  qnestion  by  Counsel.  Please  state 
•whether  tne  conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  through- 
out the  irhole  of  the  nnh^py  scene  in  qnestion, 
•was  or  was  not  oool,  collected,  and  forbearing ; 
whether  be  did  or  did  not  manifest,  by  deed, 
word,  or  gesture,  or  by  what  word,  deed,  or 
gcstnre,  any  disposition  to  assault  Mr.  Peyton. 
Please  describe  such  eircnmstanoes  of  his  pos- 
ture and  manner  as  may  go  to  show  whether 
he  meditated  assault,  or  stood  on  the  defensive 
merely. 

Answer  to  the  third  interrogatory.  So  far 
as  I  saw  or  heard,  upon  the  occasion  alluded 
to,  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney  was  cool,  col- 
lected, and  forbearing.  I  heard  him  say  noth- 
ing bat  what  I  have  stated  in  my  answer  to  the 
fiiit  interrogatory.  In  regard  to  the  extent  of 
what  I  saw,  it  is  proper  to  add  that,  during 
nearly  the  whole  time,  several  gentlemen  were 
standiing  or  moving  between  myself  and  Mr. 
Whitney.  My  attention,  also,  was  principally 
confined  to  Mr.  Peyton.  I  cannot  say  that  Mr. 
Whitney  did  not  assume  any  attitude  of  assault 
towards  Mr.  Peyton ;  bat  I  can  say  that,  if  he 
did,  I  did  not  see  it. 

Rrst  qnestion  by  Mr.  Caihoox,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  endeavor  to  prevent 
any  collision  between  Mr.  Peyton  ana  R.  M. 
"Whitney,  by  stepping  in  between  them,  and 
laying  his  hands  npon  Mr.  Peyton,  and  pushing 
him  back  from  his  position  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Wise  did  interfere,  as  I  have 
stated  in  my  first  answer ;  he  laid  his  hand  ni>- 
on  Mr.  Peyton's  breast,  and  endeavored  topre- 
■vent  any  collision  between  him  and  Mr.  Whit- 
ney. I  do  not,  however,  recollect  that  he 
pushed  him  back. 

Second  qnestion  by  Mr.  Calroon,  of  Ken- 
tucky. Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  privately  re- 
quest the  members  of  the  committee  not  to  rise 
until  after  a  snfBcient  time  was  allowed  after 
the  examination  of  R.  M.  Whitney  was  dosed 
to  enable  him  (Whitney)  to  withdraw  from  the 
committee  room,  so  as  to  prevent  the  'witness 
and  Mr.  Peyton  being  thrown  together,  with- 
out the  presence  of  ue  committee  to  restrain 
them?  And  did  not  Mr.  Wise,  at  the  same 
time,  declare  that  his  ol^ect  was  to  prevent 
collision  between  the  parties  % 

Answer.  I  answer  affirmatively  to  the  whole 
question. 

Thiid  qnestion  by  Mr.  Calhoon,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  Mr.  Wise  do  more  than  denounce  the  inso- 
lence of  R.  M.  Whitney  to  the  committee? 
And,  in  attempting  to  pacify  Mr.  Peyton,  did 
he  do  more  than  to  say  to  him  that  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney was  not  worth  his  notice  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Wise  did  no  more  than  what 
I  have  described  in  my  first  answer.  His  object 
in  going  round  the  long  taUe,  and  taking  his 
stand  near  Mr.  Whitney,  I  only  know  from  his 
(Mr.  Wise's)  statement  made  in  this  House.    I 


did  not,  at  the  time,  regard  it  as  assuming  an 
attitude  of  attack  up(Hi  Mr.  Whitney. 

Fourth  question  by  Mr.  C  alroon,  of  Kentucky. 

Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  PeytiHk 
treat  R.  M.  Whitney  with  perfect  respect  in 
his  examination  before  the  committee,  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  diificnlty  beween  him  and 
Mr.  Peyton  had  occurred  ?  And  did  not  his  ex- 
amination occupy  much  more  time ;  and  were 
not  most  of  the  Questions  propounded  by  Mr. 
Peyton  after  the  difiicnlty  occurred ! 

Answer.  I  answer  affirmatively  to  the  whole 
question,  except  as  to  the  order  of  time  in 
which  the  questions  were  proposed  to  Mr. 
Whitney.  In  regard  to  that  I  do  not  reoolleot 
distinctly. 

Fifth  question  by  Mr.  Caihook,  of  Kentucky. 
Had  you  or  had  you  not  seen  Mr.  Whitney's 
card  in  the  Globe  of  the  6th  of  January  last, 
which  is  as  follows : 

"  A  Cabd. — During  the  list  sesrion  of  CMwress,  it 
became  neceaaary  for  me  to  expose  H.  A  Wise  of 
haring  stated,  in  the  hall  of  the  House,  a  base  false- 
hood in  telatioD  to  myselC 

"  In  the  Globe  of  this  morning  it  is  reported  that 
Balie  Peyton,  the  ^amese  companion  of  Wise,  for 
twelve  montlis  past,  in  uttering  fklsehood  and  slan- 
der, said  that,  '  in  consequence  of  the  character  of 
the  agent  alluded  to,  Mr.  Tanej,  the  former  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  would  not  recommend  him  as 
an  agent  of  the  deposit  banks.'  No  one  can  mis- 
take that  it  is  myself  alluded  to  by  Mr.  P. 

■'  I  dullenge  Mr.  Peytcm  to  adduce  a  single  partlde 
of  proof  to  sustain  the  above  assertion ;  and,  for 
having  made  it  without  proof,  I  pronounce  him  a 
calumniator,  and  guilty  of  uttering  a  base  falsehood ; 
this,  too,  like  Wise,  wliile  shielded  by  bis  consUtn- 
tiooal  privilege. 

"  If  any  one  who  does  not  know  me  wishes  to 
ascertain  my  character,  I  refer  them  to  citizens  of 
those  places  in  whidi  I  have  passed  many  years  of 

my  life.  

"E.  M.  WHITNET. 

"  Wtdnuiay,  4(A  Jamtary,  1887." 

And  do  yon  not  know  or  believe  that  Mr. 
Peyton  bad  seen  said  card,  or  was  informed  of 
its  contents?  And  did  not  the  answer  to  the 
question  which  preceded  the  difficulty  involve 
the  truth  of  the  charges  which  the  card  of  Mr. 
Whitney  pronounced  to  be  false,  and  for  the 
uttering  of  which  he  pronounced  Mr.  Peyton  a 
calamnutor? 

Answer.  I  had  seen  the  card  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, alluded  to,  and  believe,  from  a  remark  I 
heard  Mr.  Peyton  make  in  the  conunittee  room, 
that  he  also  had  seen  it.  The  qnestion  referred 
to,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Peyton,  I  did  regard  as 
involvug  the  truth  of  the  charges  which  called 
out  tiie  card  of  Mr.  Whitney. 

First  question  by  Mr.  Isobbsoix.  What  lan- 
guage did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  be- 
fore the  interposition  of  Mr.  Peyton  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Peyton  in- 
terposed at  all,  as  I  tuderstand  that  word.    I 
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oansot,  therefore,  answer  the  qnestion  as  to  the 
language  used  hj  Kr.  Whitney. 

Second  qnestion  br  Mr.  Inoebsoll.  What 
language  did  R.  M.  Whitnef  use  immediately 
before  the  witness  sayt  "  Mr.  Peyton  rose  and 
addressed  the  chairman  ? " 

Answer.  If  the  question  refers  to  what  was 
said,  my  answer .  is,  that  Mr.  Whitney  said 
nothing  that  I  recollect.  If  it  refers  to  the 
written  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney,  I  cuinot  an- 
swer it  without  referring  to  the  journal  of  the 
committee.  It  has,*  however,  been  correctly 
published. 

Question  by  Mr.  Bell.  When  Mr.  Peyton 
was  called  to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the 
oommittee  for  the  first  remark  made  by  him  in 
reference  to  Mr.  Whitney,  did  he  not  talce  his 
seat,  and  continue  sitting  until  Mr.  Whitney 
rose  and  commenced  spelling! 

Answer.  I  recollect  that  Mr.  Peyton  took 
his  seat,  but  cannot  say  whether  it  was  when 
called  to  order  by  the  chainnan.  I  do  not  re- 
collect of  Mr.  Whitney's  rising  but  once  prior 
to  his  withdrawing ;  and  that,  according  to  my 
present  recollection,  was  before  the  time  alluded 
to  in  this  qnestion. 

First  question  by  Committee.  Was  or  was 
not  the  deportment  of  Mr.  Peyton  that  of  a 
man  who  did  not  intend  to  make  an  attack,  but 
desired  to  deter  another,  and  make  him  desist 
from  insulting  remarks  and  conduct? 

Answer.  Mr.  Peyton,  as  I  have  before  stat- 
ed, treated  Mr.  Whitney  with  respect  prior  to 
the  time  of  this  difBoolty.  After  the  answer 
of  Mr.  Whitney  was  read  by  the  chairman,  Mr. 
Peyton  was  very  much  excited,  and  at  one  time, 
certainly,  appeared  to  be  disposed  to  punish  Mr. 
Whitney  for  his  alleged  insiut. 

Second  qnestion  by  Committee.  What  was 
the  qnestion  put  to  Mr.  Whitney,  imd  his  an- 
swer thereto,  to  which  you  refer  in  your  an- 
swer to  the  first  interrogatory ;  and  what  was 
the  vote  of  the  committee,  also  referred  to  by 
yon  in  your  answer  to  the  same  interrogatory ; 
and  wiU  yon  now  set  them  forth,  to  be  received 
in  connection  with,  and  as  part  of,  your  answer 
to  said  interrogatory  } 

[Time  given  to  witness  to  answer  the  forego- 
ing second  qnestion  of  Committee.] 

Second  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  When  Mr. 
Peyton  rose  the  second  time,  did  he  advance 
across  a  line  drawn  fh)m  his-ohair  towards  the 
fireplace,  cutting  him  ofi  from  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney }  Could  you,  at  the  instant  of  time  when 
Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  to  his  bosom,  see  the 
right  hand  of  Mr.  Whitney!  If  yes,  was  it  not 
thrust  into  his  pocket,  with  his  left  foot  ad- 
vanced t 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  when  Mr.  Pey- 
ton rose  the  second  time,  but  think  it  was  not 
nntil  Mr.  Whitney  retired,  or  about  that  time. 
When  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  to  his  bosom, 
ho  had  Inst  turned  fh>m  a  standing  posture,  as 
I  have  described  in  my  answer  to  tlie  first  in- 
terrogatory I  donbt  whether  at  that  time  I 
oonld  see  Mr.  Whitney's  right  hand ;  but  if  I 


could,  I  do  not  recollect  of  seeing  it  in  the  po- 
sition described  by  the  question.  My  answer 
is  the  same  with  regard  to  Mr.  Whitney's  lett 
foot. 

Third  question  of  Mr.  Bkll.  Did  yon  oocn- 
py  a  position  wliioh  enabled  you  to  see  the  4^- 
i'ensive  look  or  scowl  of  the  witness,  R.  M. 
Whitney,  which  he  cast  upon  Mr.  Peyton,  if 
any,  at  the  time  of  handing  his  answer  to  the 
chairman  ? 

Answer.  At  tlie  time  the  answer  of  Mr. 
Whitney  was  handed  to  the  chairman,  I  aai 
nearly  opposite  Mr.  Whitney,  with  nothing  in- 
terposing. My  attention,  however,  was  fasten- 
ed almost  entirely  upon  Mr.  Peyton. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  Did  not  Mr. 
Peyton  complain  that  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney, had  insulted  him  by  his  look  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.    I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 

Fifth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  If  it  had  been 
Mr.  Peyton's  intention  to  draw  a  wei^Mn  upon 
Mr.  Whitney,  had  he  not  ample  time  to  do 
sot 

•  Answer.    He  bad. 

,  Sixth  question  of  Mr.  Bbul.  What  number 
of  interrogatories  were  propounded  by  Mr. 
Peyton  to  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney  t  How 
many  before,  and  how  many  after,  the  question 
and  answer  which  gave  rise  to  the  altercation 
alluded  to  ?  Did  you  apprehend  danger  of  in- 
sult or  personal  violence  to  said  witness,  when 
he  reappeared  before  the  said  committee,  on 
the  part  of  either  Mr.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton? 
State  whether  they,  and  each  of  tliem,  did  not 
treat  him  with  the  courtesy  due  a  witness,  as 
well  after  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  That  part  of  the  qnestion  relating 
to  the  ntmiber  of  intemwatorieR,  and  the  time 
when  they  were  proposed,  I  will  answer  after  I 
have  had  an  opportnni^  to  refer  to  the  journal 
of  the  oommittee.  I  did  not  apprehend  insalt 
or  personal  violence  to  Mr.  Whitney,  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Peyton  or  Mr.  Wise,  when  the  for- 
mer reappeared  in  the  committee  room.  Mr. 
Peyton's  excitement  had  then  subsided.  I  have 
already  stated  that,  prior  and  subsequent  to 
this  occurrence,  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyttm 
treated  Mr.  Whitney  reapectfblly  in  the  ctnn- 
mitteeroom. 

Seventh  qnestion  of  Mr.  Bell.  Was  there 
not  a  rule  of  the  committee  that  all  questions 
should  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  propounded 
through  the  ohaimum  to  witness,  if  not  object- 
ed to  oy  a  member  of  the  committee ;  and  that 
all  answers  of  witness  should  be  returned  in 
writing  through  the  same  channel  ?  And  x** 
it  not  remarked  by  Mr.  Peyton,  that  the  witnea 
mnst  answer  in  writing,  and  that  he  should  not 
address  the  couHnittee  in  any  other  way  ? 

Answer.  There  is  such  a  rule ;  but  I  do  not 
recollect  the  remark  of  Mr.  Peyton  supposed  in 
the  question. 

Eighth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  Had  or  had 
not  uid  witness  refused  to  answer  several  ques- 
tions put  to  him  by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one 
above  alluded  to,  characterizing  them  as  inqnis- 
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itorial,  which  questions  had  heen  decided  by 
the  committee  as  proper  to  be  propounded  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Whitney  had  refused  to 
answer  many  questions  proposed  by  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, characterizing  them  as  inquisitoriaL 
Though  tiie  committee  permitted  tiiese  ques- 
tions to  be  put,  I  understood  that  the  commit- 
tee reaerrea  the  question  as  to  the  obligation  of 
the  witness  to  answer  them,  in  case  he  did  not 
choose  Tolnntarily  to  do  so. 

The  Sergeant-at-arms  was  then  directed  to 
conduct  Mr.  Whitney  from  the  bar. 


Tecbsdat,  Febmary  16. 
Com  qf  £.  M.   WhitMy. 

Mr.  Whitney  iieing  placed  at  the  bar  of  the 
House,  the  examination  of  the  honorable  Mr. 
Faibixeld  was  continued. 

Sixth  question  of  Mr.  Bnx.  What  number 
of  interrogatories  were  propounded  by  Mr. 
Peyton  to  the  witness,  B.  M.  Whitney !  How 
many  before  and  how  many  after  the  question 
tmd  answer  which  gave  rise  to  the  altercation 
aUnded  to  ?  Did  you  apprehend  danger  of  in- 
sult or  personal  violence  to  said  witness,  when 
he  reappeared  before  said  committee,  on  the 
part  of  either  Mr.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton  ?  State 
whether  they,  and  each  of  them,  did  not- treat 
him  with  the  courtesy  due  a  witness,  as  well 
after  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  Prior  to  the  difficulty  alluded  to  in 
the  qneetion,  Mr.  Whitney  had  appeared  before 
the  committee,  January,  12th,  18th,  and  14th, 
when  fourteen  interro^tories  were  propounded 
to  him,  principally  by  Mr.  Peyton.  On  the 
85th,  ten  interrogatories  were  propounded,  the 
eighui  being  the  one  which  called  forth  the 
offensive  answer.  He  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee again  on  the  26th  of  January,  when 
thirty-eight  interrogatories  were  propounded, 
all  by  Mr.  Peyton  but  one. 

Mr.  Ghouon's  second  question  in  behalf  of 
the  committee.  What  was  the  question  put  to 
Mr.  Whitney,  and  his  answer  thereto,  to  which 
yoa  refer  in  your  answer  to  the  first  interroga- 
tory ;  and  what  was  the  vote  of  the  committee, 
also  referred  to  by  yon  in  your  answer  to  the 
same  interrogatory ;  and  will  yon  now  set  this 
fc^th,  to  be  received  in  connection  with,  and  as 
part  oi^  yonr  answer  to  said  interrogatory  f 

Answer.  The  question  and  answer  alluded  to 
were  as  follows,  viz:  "Did  you  receive  any 
letter  of  recommendation  from  R.  B.  Taney,  or 
did  he  in  any  manner  countenance  or  encourage 
yon  in  applying  for  the  agency  contemplated ; 
or  did  he  positively  refuse  to  recommend,  re- 
ceive, or  countenance  you  in  that  capacity, 
while  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment t" 

"Answer.  I  decline  answering  this  interroga- 
tory, more  particularly  as  the  Individnal  pro- 
pounding it  has  asserted,  positively  and  pnbhdy, 
that  the  substance  of  tne  latter  part  of  it  is 
troe,  beginning  with  '  or  did  he,'  &0.,  therefore, 


being  the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper  wit- 
ness. I  thinW,  in  justice,  that  the  individual 
who  has  made  the  allegation  should  be  called 
to  produce  his  proof." 

The  vote  of  the  committee  was,  "  that  the 
foregoing  answer  to  the  16th  question  be  return- 
ed to  the  witness,  being  no  reply  to  the  inter- 
rogatory and  disrespectful  to  a  member  of  the 
committee." 

Ninth  question  of  Mr.  Bkli.  Did  not  the 
resolution  of  the  committee,  returning  the 
answer  of  the  witness  (Whitney)  as  disrespect- 
ful to  a  member  of  the  committee,  pass  with- 
out a  dissenting  voice  } 

Answer.    It  did. 

Tenth  question  of  Mr.  Bcix.  Look  upon  the 
journal  of  the  committee,  at  page  84,  and  say 
on  ■vfhat  day  the  16th  interrogatory  was  pro- 
pounded. Did  not  said  witness  (Whitney)  re- 
turn and  continue  his  examination,  as  has  been 
stated  in  yonr  answer  Just  given !  Look  upon 
the  jonmd  at  page  108,  and  state  whether  said 
witness  did  not  voluntarily  return  and  file  writ^ 
ten  oommnnicationB,  as  set  forth  in  pages  A-om 
99  to  102,  indnsive,  as  follows,  namely :  [Here 
follows  a  corretpondenoe  between  B.  M.  Whit- 
ney, J.  0.  Wilkms,  J.  D.  Beers,  and  John  Till- 
son,  jr.]  State  whether  Mr.  Peyton  did  not 
propoond  to  said  witness  two  other  interroga- 
tories at  page  103,  and  receive  answers  as 
therein  set  forth,  in  addition  to  the  qnestiond 
and  answers  alluded  to  in  your  last  answers. 

Answer.  The  fifteenth  interrogatory  was 
propounded  January  26th.  Mr.  Whitney  re- 
turned, and  the  examination  was  continued,  as 
I  have  before  stated.  Mr.  Whitney  also  volun- 
tarily returned  and  filed  the  oommnnicatione, 
as  set  forth  in  pages  from  99  to  102,  indnsive, 
as  supposed  in  the  Question.  Two  other  ques- 
tions were  proposed  at  this  time  by  Mr.  Peyton, 
as  set  forth  in  page  108  of  the  lonmal  of  the 
committee.  They  were  accidentally  omitted  by 
me  in  my  former  answer,  not  having  received 
the  printed  journal  beyond  the  96th  page. 

Eleventh  question  of  Mr.  Bkll.  Did  Mr. 
Peyton  take  any  exception  to  that  part  of  hia 
answer  which  alleges  an  insinuation  in  inter- 
rogatories Nos.  40  and  42,  propounded  by  him! 

Answer.    Not  to  my  recollection. 

Twelfth  question  of  Mr.  Bkix.  Please  ex- 
amine the  interrogatoriM  propounded  by  Mr. 
Peyton  to  the  witness,  (Whitoev,)  and  the 
answers  thereto,  commencing  with  No.  1,  and 
induding  the  following  numbers  designated  by 
a  cross  on  the  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee herewith  furnished,  and  say  if  the  course 
of  the  witness  was  not  considered  disrespect- 
ful to  the  committee,  and  especially  to  Mr. 
Peyton. 

Answer.  I  did  not  consider  the  answers  of 
Mr.  Whitney,  alluded  to,  as  disrespectM  either 
to  the  committee  or  Mr.  Peyton,  inasmuch  as 
my  opinion  has  been,  from  the  be^nning,  tliat 
he  was  under  no  legal  obligation  to  answer  the 
interrogatories,  or  most  of  them ;  and  as  I  con- 
uder  the  term  "  inqnisitorial "  to  be  used  in  a 
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technical  sense,  and  not  vith  a  disposition  to 
be  nnconrteoas  to  the  committee,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  it 

Thirteenth  question  of  Mr.  Bbll.  Did  not 
Chief  Justice  Taney,  in  his  evidence  before  the 
committee,  disprove  the  allegation  of  the  wit- 
ness in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Doane,  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasory,  so  far  as  relates  to  bis  having, 
at  any  time,  recoiDmeoded  him  (Whitney)  as  a 
fit  person  to  lie  an  agent  of  the  deposit  lionks 
or  of  the  Treasury  f 

Answer.  Chief  Justice  Taney's  evidence  is 
not  before  me,  and,  if  it  were,  it  might  perhaps 
be  questioned  whether  it  was  competent  for  me 
to  say  what  degree  of  evidence  amounts  to 
proof.  For  a  ftirther  answer  of  the  question,  I 
refer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and  the 
answers  of  Mr.  Taney,  alluded  to  in  the  ques- 
tion, both  of  which  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
committee. 

Fourteenth  question  of  Mr.  Beix.  How  far 
■yas  Mr.  Peyton  sitting  from  the  witness  (Whit- 
ney) at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the 
occurrence  to  which  yoU  have  alluded  f  State, 
also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton  was  not  sitting  nearer 
to  the  witness  than  any  other  member  of  the 
committee.  State,  also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton 
was  not  standing  still  at  the  time  he  had  his 
hand  in  his  bosom,  and  when  Mr.  Wise  ap- 
proached him. 

Answer.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
occurrence  alluded  to,  Mr.  Peyton  was  sitting 
within  a  few  feet  of  Mr.  Whitney,  say  three  to 
six  feet,  and  was  nearer  Mr.  Whitney  than 
any  other  member  of  the  committee.  I  think 
Mr.  Peyton  was  not  standing  still  at  the  time 
named  in  the  question,  but  was  endeavoring  to 
advance,  and  was  resisted  in  so  doing  principal- 
ly by  Mr.  Wise.  , 

Fifteenth  question  of  Mr.  Beix.  Have  you, 
or  any  other  person,  to  your  knowledge,  had 
any  conversation  with  the  eaid  R.  M.  Whitney 
since  the  ooonrrenoe  in  the  committee !  If  so, 
did  he  inform  you  then  that  he  was  alarmed, 
and  that  his  fears  had  induced  him  to  take  the 
course  which  he  has  done  in  this  matter  ?  State 
all  he  said  in  relation  to  his  fears,  or  the  motives 
which  indnced  his  course  upon  this  occasion. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  conversation 
others  have  had  with  Mr.  Whitney  upon  this 
subject.  I  have  had  none.  I  had  no  acquaint- 
ance with  Mr.  Whitney  prior  to  being  appointed 
on  the  select  committee,  and  have  since  care- 
ftally  abstMned  tram,  conversation  with  him. 
Upon  one  occasion,  however,  since  the  occur- 
rence of  the  26th  of  January,  I  was  in  the 
company  of  Mr.  Whitney  a  few  minutes,  who 
mode  some  remarks  npon  the  subject,  not  ad- 
dressed to  me  particularly.  So  far  as  I  can 
recollect  them,  they  were,  in  substance,  that 
be  was  not  afraid  of  Mr.  Peyton,  at  the  time 
alluded  to ;  that  he  (Whitney)  was  not  armed 
at  the  time,  but  intended,  if  Mr.  Peyton  had 
drawn  a  weapon,  to  have  sprung  forward, 
caught  his  arm,  and  flnng  him  into  the  fire- 
place.   This  was  before  be  had  sent  a  petiti(« 


to  the  House,  and  before  his  arrest  for  an  al- 
leged contempt. 

First  question  of  Mr.  Rkncheb.  In  the  sob- 
sequent  examinations  before  the  committee  to 
which  R.  M.  Whitney  was  pleased  to  submit, 
after  the  oocnrrence  between  him  and  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, did  he  exhibit  fears  of  personal  violence 
from  Mr.  Wise,  or  from  any  other  member  of 
the  committee  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  no  indications  of  fear 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Whitney. 

Second  question  of  Mr.  Rkncbkb.  Was  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Wise,  or  any  other  member  <rf 
the  committee,  calculated  to  create  such  fean? 

Answer.  Excepting  the  time  of  the  occur- 
rence of  the  26th  of  January,  I  answer  nega- 
tively. 

Fourth  question  by  CounseL  IKd  Mr.  Wiss 
at  any  time,  and  when  and  where,  state  what 
was  his  purpose  in  going  round  the  table,  and 
placing  himself  near  the  accused,  as  stated  in 
your  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  !  If  yea, 
what  did  he  say  was  his  purpose  ?  And  was 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Wise,  as  to  his  purpose  in 
that  movement,  before  or  after  the  accused's 
testimony  before  the  committee  had  been 
closed! 

Answer.  I  was  not  present  when  Mr.  Wise 
made  the  statement  alluded  to,  in  this  House, 
on  I  fhink  Saturday,  the  4th  of  February.  My 
information  was  derived  fh)m  conversation  with 
members  who  were  present,  and  from  the  re- 
port of  his  remarks  in  the  Globe  and  Intelli- 
gencer of  this  city.  I  think  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Whitney  had  closed  prior  to  that  time. 

Fifth  question  by  Counsel.  In  your  foregcHng 
answers,  touching  the  interrogatories  propound- 
ed to  Mr.  Whitney  before  uie  committee,  do 
yon  refer  to  any  questions  put  to  Mr.  Whitney 
by  Mr.  Peyton,  or  by  others  of  the  committee, 
or  to  any  of  his  answers  or  refusals  to  answer, 
but  what  are  recorded  in  the  joninal  of  the 
committee,  and  found  in  the  printed  copy  of 
that  journal  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  inter- 
rogatories ;  and  is  that  a  copy  printed  by  order 
of  the  committee  ?  If  so,  annex  the  wh<de  of 
it  to  your  answer. 

Answer.  I  have  referred  to  the  questions 
and  answers,  and  refusals  to  answer,  which 
have  been  published  by  the  committee,  and  to 
them  alone.  I  annex  the  journal,  so  Car  as  it 
has  been  printed  by  order  of  the  committee: 

[Here  follow  from  pages  1  to  112,  iadu- 
sive,  of  printed  journal  of  the  select  committoe.] 

Sixth  question  by  Counsel.  Is  not  the  evi- 
dence of  Chief  Justice  Taney,  and  also  that  of 
Mr.  Dnane,  recorded  in  the  journal  of  the  oom- 
mittee? 

Answer.  I  presume  it  is;  but  I  have  nm 
my  eye  rapidly  over  the  printed  journal,  and 
do  not  find  the  evidence  there. 

Seventh  question  by  Oonnsd.  Was  Mr. 
Whitney  present  at^  or  ever  apprised  ot,  the 
examination  of  Chief  Justice  Toner  or  Mr. 
Daane,  or  of  the  nature  of  their  evidence,  or 
ever  afforded  an  opportunity  to  put  questions 
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to  either,  in  explanation  of  their  eridenoe,  or 
to  addnce  any  oorrotMration  of  his  own,  in  case 
any  discrepancy  shonld  appear  ? 

Answer.  He  was  not  present,  nor  was  he 
apprised  of  the  examination  of  Mr.  Taney  and 
Mr.  Dnane,  to  my  knowledge. 

[Interrogatories  similar  to  those  put  to  the  first 
witness  (Mr.  lUrfield)  were  also  addressed  to  Mr. 
Etiaer,  and  received  similar  answers  as  far  as  the 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Earner  went.] 


FnibAT,  Febmary  17. 

Gem  of  B.  M.   Whitney— Mr.  HcmerU 

Tettimony. 

First  qnestion  by  Mr.  Pkttos-.  Have  yon 
heard  any  meral>er  of  this  House  declare  that 
any  proceeding  shonld  be  adopted  or  proseonted 
to  bring  the  occnrrences  in  the  committee,  on 
the  26th  of  January,  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  ?  And  if  yes,  state  whether  yon  hare 
heard  anch  an  opinion  expressed  by  many  of 
the  members  of  the  Honse ;  and,  also,  whether 
any  of  them  suggested  that  proceedings  against 
B.  M.  Whitney,  for  a  contempt,  wonld  be  a 
proper  mode  of  effecting  that  object. 

Mr.  TuBBiLL  said  he  was  under  the  neeeasity 
of  objeeting  to  this  interrogatory,  as  he  oon- 
ridered  it  a  very  improper  inqniry  to  make. 

Mr.  Bond  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  89,  nays  84. 

So  the  Honse  determined  the  interrogatory 
ahonld  be  pot. 

Mr.  Hahbb  then  sent  to  the  Ohair  the  follow- 
ing: 

Answer.  I  have  heard  some  members  say 
fhat  the  proceedings  alluded  to  ought  to  be 
brought  before  the  Honse;  that  opinion  has 
not  l>een  expressed  to  mo  by  many  members. 
I  have  not  heard  any  one  say,  so  fiu-  as  I  now 
recdiect,  that  proceedings  ag^st  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney, for  a  contempt,  would  be  a  proper  mode 
of  effecting  that  ocgect. 

Urat  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Wibk.  From  the 
facta  within-  yoor  knowledge,  or  from  remarks 
made  to  yon,  or  in  your  presence,  by  members 
of  tl^  Honse,  or  by  R.  M.  Whitney,  hare  you 
a  doabt  of  the  fact  that  this  .investigation  was 
and  is  intended,  by  said  meml>ers  and  said 
Whitney,  to  affect  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton? 
State  all  the  facts  and  cironmstances,  the  cdh- 
▼eraations  and  meetings,  the  remarks  of  mem- 
hera,  or  of  said  Whitney,  which  go  to  show 
that  anch  is  the  ob]e«t  of  those  concerned  in 
the  aame. 

Mr.  TirsBiu.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  78,  nays  99. 

So  the  Honse  determined  the  intern^iatory 
shonld  not  be  put. 

Second  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Wisk.  Do  yon 
know  of  yonr  own.  knowledge,  or  from  infor- 
mation derived  from  the  Prwident  himself,  or 
any  member  or  members  with  whom  he  may 
have  consulted  or  advised,  or  to  whom  hfraay 
have  Boggeated  an  opfasion,  aa  to  the  |»oceed- 


ings  npon  the  report  of  the  select  committee, 
whether  he  (tlie  President  of  the  United  States) 
has  not  advised  and  recommended  to  members 
the  course  which  has  been  pursued  by  the 
House  in  this  matter  of  alleged  contempt ;  and 
whether  he  did  or  did  not,  directly  or  inaireotiT, 
assign  as  a  reason  for  that  course,  that  it  would 
try  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Peyton  and  Wise  in 
the  committee  of  which  Mr.  Garland  is  chur^ 
man,  urging  that  it  was  necessary  to  condemn 
that  conduct. 

Mr.  Yandsspoel  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  OS, 
nays  112. 

So  the  Honse  determined  that  the  intertoga- 
tory  be  not  propounded  to  the  witness. 

Second  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Pkttos.  Have 
you  heard  any  memliers  of  this  House,  and  If 
yea,  who,  state  that  they  hoped  or  wished  Whit- 
ney would  refuse  to  appear  before  the  comndt- 
tee,  so  as  to  give  an  opportunity  to  examine 
into  the  ti-ansaction  before  the  committee,  or 
any  word  or  expression  to  that  effect ;  and  have 
you  known  any  members  of  this  Honse,  and  if 
yea,  who,  state  that  they  had  oonnaelled  with 
Whitney  as  to  the  course  he  shonld  pursue ;  at 
have  yon  known  any  member  of  this  House 
counsel  with  s^d  Whitney  as  to  the  course  to 
be  pursued  by  him,  either  before  the  Honse  or 
the  committee  ?  State  fUly  all  yon  know  oa 
thb  subject. 

Mr.  TcBsnx  objected  to  this  interrogatory. 

Mr.  RonxBTSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  76,  nays  91. 

So  the  Honse  determined  that  this  interroga- 
tory shonld  not  be  put. 

Third  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Pkttoh.  Have 
yon  heard  any  members  of  this  House,  and  if 
yea,  who,  state  that,  by  commencing  this  pro- 
ceeding against  Whitney  in  the  House,  the 
whole  conduct  and  declarations  of  Messrs.  Wise 
and  Peyton  wonld  be  proven,  and  thereby  bring 
them,  as  far  as  possible,  into  disgrace  before  tite 
nation ;  or  any  expressions  or  declarations  to 
ihak  effect  ;  and  that  they  would  vote  for  the 
investigation  with  a  view  to  that  object  t 

Mr.  iNOKssou.  then  asked  for  the  yeaa  and 
nays ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  69, 
nays  86. 

So  the  Honse  determined  that  the  interroga- 
tory be  not  put 

Fourth  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Petton.  When 
did  yon  first  see  the  written  statement  of  Mr. 
Fmrfield,  which  he  presented  to  this  Honse,  in 
answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  propounded 
to  him,  or  the  substancA  of  the  same  ? 

Answer.  Several  days  before  he  was  ex- 
amined as  a  witness  in  this  Honse ;  but  the  ex- 
act date  I  do  not  remember.  I  believe  the  one 
shown  to  me  then  to  l)e  substantially  the  one 
presented  here  when  he  was  examined. 

[Similar  interrogatories  with  those  addressed  to 
the  preceding  witnenea,  were  then  addressed  to  Mr. 
Martin,  and  were  aoswwed.  snhstiatially  to  the  sma 
effMt] 
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Mr.  QiXUfi  Testimony. 

Fu:st  qaestion  hj  tbe  Connse]  for  the  accused. 
Please  state  all  the  circumstances  attending  the 
dispute  and  disorder  that  occurred  before  the 
select'  committee  whereof  Mr.  Garland  is  chair- 
man, on  "Wednesday,  the  25th  of  Jannarj ;  and 
state  particolarly  all  that  was  said  and  done  hj, 
and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  o^  R.  M. 
Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the  committee, 
and  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton,  as  members  of 
that  committee,  and  all  that  occurred  on  that 
occasion. 

Answer.  I  have  heard  the  answer  of  Mr. 
Fturfield  to  this  interrogatory,  and  recollect  the 
&cts  stated  by  him,  and  think  they  are  truly 
stated;  and  I  adopt  his  answer  thereto  as  a 
part  of  my  own.  I  think  other  words  reflect- 
ing upon  Mr.  "Whitney  were  used  by  both  Mr. 
"Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton,  but  I  cannot  call  to  mind 
any  that  I  am  certain  were  spoken  before  Mr. 
Whitney  retired  from  the  committee  room. 

[The  remaining  portion  of  the  witness's  re- 
ply was  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Ffurfield  to  the 
some  query.] 

[The  interrogatories  pat  to  the  prerious  witnesses 
were  then  put  to  Ur.  Gillet,  receiring  the  same  an- 
■wen.] 


Satitsdat,  Febmory  18. 
Can  0/  E.  M.  Wiitney. 
Mr.  Wise  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
House  to  call  the  reporter  for  the  Intelligencer, 
from  whose  notes,  aided  by  his  own  reoolleo- 
tion,  Mr.  W.  had  written  out  his  speech  for  that 
pttper ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Testimony  qfjohn  Whitehead,  Reporter. 

Question  by  Mr.  Wise  Will  yon  please  state 
whether  you  did  not  furnish  Mr.  Wise  with 
yonr  notes,  as  a  reporter  of  the  Intelligencer, 
of  his  remarks  in  tbe  House,  narrating  and  ez- 
idaining  the  occurrences  in  the  committee  of 
which  Mr.  Garland  is  chairman,  in  the  matter 
of  difBculty  between  ILc.  Peyton  and  R.  M. 
Whilaiey ;  and  whether  yon  can  now  vonch  for 
the  general  correctness  of  the  report  of  these 
ronarks  in  the  Intelligencer,  particularly  tiie 
report  of  the  paragraph  or  sentence  conuneno- 
iag  "  Let  me  not  be  misunderstood,"  dec. 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  did  supply  Mr.  Wise  with 
the  report  of  the  statement  which  he  made  to 
the  House,  narrating  the  occurrences  in  the 
committee  of  which  Mr.  Garland  is  chairman. 
I  can  and  do  vouch  for  the  general  correctness 
of  the  report  as  contained  in  the  Intelligencer, 
and  particularly  the  r^Mrt  of  the  paragra^  com- 
mendng  "  Let  me  not,"  &o..  I  abtinctly  recol- 
lect the  sentence  being  uttered,  viz :  "  If  he 
had  drawn  a  weapon,  it  should  not  have  done 
its  execution." 

Mr.  Jcmee,  counsel  for  the  aoctnsed,  then  in- 
fumed  thB  Hoose  that  they  had  got  thiongh 
with  all  the  oral  testimooiy  which  they  proposed 


introducing  at  that  time,  and  said  he  held  in  hb 
bond  certam  documentary  evidence  which  thqr 
intended  to  introduce.  The  evidence  alladed 
to,  he  said,  were  extracts  from  the  accredited 
s^secbes  of  the  gentleman  from  Yirginia,  (Mr. 
WisB,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Pbtton  ;)  which  extracts  went  to  show  the  qno 
animo  of  the  other  proceedings  of  those  gentle- 
men a^^ainst  the  accused.  He  consider^  this 
proposition  as  necessary  to  show  the  stat«  of 
feeling  which  existed  in  the  breasts  of  those 
geatlemen  towards  the  accused;  but  in  so 
doing  it  was  not  their  intention  to  mutilate 
these  speeches,  and  take  small  portions  of 
theni,  bnt  to  lay  them  before  the  House  «i»  «»• 
tento.  To  save  time,  however,  they  only  pro- 
posed, the  reading  of  such  portions  of  them  as 
bor^  upon  the  point  at  issue,  yet  the  wlid« 
speeches  were  before  the  House,  so  that  any 
gentleman  might  examine  them  for  himself. 

Mr.  PiOKSNs  then  withdrew  his  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  the  proposition  to  introduce 
this  testimony  was  lost,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Gholboh,  from  the  committee  ^pointed 
to  conduct  the  examination,  then  arose  and  an- 
nounced that  the  counsel  for  the  accused  bad 
closed,  so  far,  their  oral  testimony,  but  de«red, 
through  him,  to  submit  a  proposition  to  ih« 
House.  They  had  furnished  him  with  a  list  or 
memorandum  of  oertidn  portions  of  the  joomal 
of  the  Select  Committee  of  which  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Gablasd,  of  Virginia,  was  chairman,  with  a 
request  that  a  derk  be  directed  to  transcribe 
them  for  the  use  of  counsel  and  the  members. 
The  reason  of  the  request  was  this :  the  journal 
was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  could 
not,  without  very  great  inconvenience,  be  qiared 
from  the  printing  office ;  because,  if  it  was,  it 
could  not  be  printed  in  time  for  the  report. 
He  therefore  moved  that  a  clerk  be  appointed 
to  make  such  extracts,  for  the  purpose  above 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Paitok  then  Bubmitted  the  following 
resolution. 

Raolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  Anther  to  prose- 
cute tbe  trial  of  Reuben  H.  Whitney,  for  the  ooo- 
tempt  of  the  Hoose  alleged  to  have  been  cmiiinitlwt 
by  him,  and  that  be  be  now  dnchaiged. 

Mr.  Pattok  said  that  he  had  from  the  begin- 
ning foreseen  that  the  trial  would  assume  the 
fotm  and  character  which  it  had  put  on ;  that 
it  would  be  protracted  to  a  most  unreasonable 
length,  by  the  introduction  of  a  vast  mass  of 
irrelevant  testimony,  and  by  the  raising  of  an 
infinite  nnmber  of  questions  of  evidence ;  and 
that  the  prosecution  of  the  inquiry  must  lead  to 
heated  debate,  and  probably  angry  personal  col- 
lidon. 

I  think  (said  Mr.  P.)  it  must  be  snfiBdently 
manifest,  if  we  attempt  to  go  on  regularly 
through  this  trial,  receiving  all  that  kmd  <u 
testimony  and  pursuing  that  mode  of  investiga- 
tion which  the  decisions  of  the  House  already 
haveauthoriMd,  that  there  can  be  no  terminar 
tioa  of  the  oase  uutil  the  whole  of  the  reochM 
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of  the  session,  noir  barelj  nifflolent  for  doing 
the  pnblio  business  of  absolutely  jndispensAble 
necessity,  shaQ  have  been  ocmsnmed.  If  we  go 
on  throngh  the  evidence,  and  ore  called  on  to 
pTtHionnce  a  jndgment  on  the  merits,  ve  mnst 
near  debate  from  the  connsel  of  the  aocnsed 
and  firom  many  members  of  the  House,  which 
it  would  be  exoeedin^y  diffionlt  to  restrain  by 
die  means  provided  for  arresting  debate  in  an 
ordinary  case  of  legislata(Hi.  Under  tibese  cir- 
enmstances,  I  have  been  meditating  for  some 
time  to  propose  something  which  wonld  pat  a 
stop  to  the  case  without  any  decision  on  the 
mmtsu  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  and 
it  may,  perhaps,  indaoe  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  to  receive  more  favorably  the  proposition, 
that  I  have  stndionsly  and  pnrposely  abstained 
from  voting  upon  any  of  the  nnmerons  ques- 
tions of  evidence,  which  have  arisen  in  the 
case.  I  have  kept  myself  aloof  from  all  the 
exeitement  which  I  was  snre  the  case  mnst 
etioit,  in  some  measure  in  the  hope  that,  from 
a  position  of  that  sort,  a  conciliatory  motion, 
ealbiilated  to  put  a  stop  to  a  trial  so  disastrous 
to  the  discharge  of  the  public  legislation  of  the 
country,  and  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  any  de- 
eisioD  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  might  be  ac- 
ceptably received.  I  do  verily  believe  that  if 
one  single  speech,  snoh  as  will  be  made,  and 
perhaps  must  be  made,  from  the  very  natnre  of 
the  case,  siiall  be  delivered  on  this  floor,  conse- 
qoenoes  the  most  deplcn^ble  will  follow ;  scenes 
<x  Tiolence  and  personal  collision,  such  as  we 
are  not  accustomed  even  here  to  witness,  as 
well  as  the  valuable  time  of  the  House  thrown 
away  so  ftr  as  necessary  legislation  is  concern- 
ed, without  the  hope  of  having  any  calm,  dis- 
passionate, or  useftu  determination  of  the  case 
Itself  which  is  tmder  trial.  Before  we  got  in- 
volved in  this  case,  I  made  an  eflfort  to  prevent 
it  by  laying  the  repwt  of  the  committee  on 
the  table.  I  would  now  renew  that  proposi- 
tktn,  but  the  effect  of  that  wonld  be  to  leave 
the  prisoner  in  custody.  I  have,  therefore,  pro- 
posed the  resolution  now  under  consideration, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  same  object : 
that  is,  to  get  rid  of  this  case  in  the  only  prac- 
ticable way,  without  coming  to  any  decision  of 
tiie  House  on  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
accused,  or  anybody  else,  whose  conduct  is 
directly  or  indirectly  implicated  in  the  trial. 

Mr.  WisB  inquired  wiMther,  before  the  conn- 
ad  for  the  accused  had  concluded  thdr  exam- 
ination, it  was  in  order  to  move  such  a  resolu- 
tion without  first  moving  to  suspend  the  rules. 
The  OHAne  said  the  counsel  for  the  accused 
had  concluded  the  examination  of  witnesses,  as 
he  understood. 

Tt*timani{)  of(kt  SimorahU  Jotiut  Oarland. 

First  question  by  the  Connsel  for  the  accused. 
Fleaae  state  all  the  ourcnmstances  attending  the 
dispute  and  disorder  that  oooorred  before  the 
Select  Oommittee  whereof  Mr.  Oarland  is  chair- 
man, on  Wednesday,  the  26th  of  Janoary,  and 
state  partionlarly  i^  that  was  said  aod  done  by, 
VouXnL— 30 


and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  of|  B.  M. 
Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the  committee, 
and  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton,  as  members  of 
that  committee,  and  all  that  ooonrred  on  that 
occasion. 

Answer.  The  transaction  now  investigating 
took  place  on  the  night  of  the  86th  day  of  Jan- 
nary  last.  Mr.  Peyton  had,  without  ol^eotion 
by  the  committee,  proposed  to  Mr.  "Whitney  the 
following  interrogatory :  "  Did  you  recmve  any 
letter  of  recommendation  firom  R.  B.  Taney,  or 
did  he,  in  any  manner,  countenance  yon  in  ap- 
plying for  the  agency  contempkted ;  or  did  he 
positively  refuse  to  recommend,  receive,  or 
countenance  yon  in  that  capacity,  while  he  waa 
at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department}" 
which  I,  as  chairman,  propounded.  To  this 
interrogatory  Mr.  Whitney  returned  the  follow- 
ing answer : 

"I  decline  answering  ihis  interrogatory, 
more  particularly  as  the  individual  propounding 
it  has  asserted,  positively  and  publicly,  that  the 
substance  of  the  latter  part  of  it  is  true,  begin- 
ning with  '  or  did  he,'  dec. ;  therefore,  being 
the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper  witness. 
I  thinly  in  justice,  that  the  individual  who  has 
made  the  allegation  should  be  called  to  prodnoe 
his  proof." 

After  I  had  sent  the  answer  to  the  commit- 
tee, Mr.  Peyton,  in  a  tone  and  manner  indicat- 
ing strong  excitement,  remarked,  "  Mr.  Ohidr- 
man,  I  wish  yon  distinctly  to  inform  this  wit- 
ness that  he  is  not  to  insult  me  in  his  answers ; " 
then  rising  from  his  seat,  and  approaching  Mr. 
Whitney,  said,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  "I 
will  not  be  insulted  to  my  face  by  any  damned 
thief  and  damned  robber ;  and  if  von  dare  to 
insult  me  here  to  my  face,  God  damn  yon,  I 
will  put  yon  to  death  on  the  spot.  Yon  say  in 
your  card  that  I  seek  protection  nnder  my  con- 
stitutional privileges,  but  I  will  let  yon  know 
that  I  do  not  claim  any  constitutional  privilege 
to  protect  me  against  an  insult  to  my  foce,  here 
or  elsewh««."  Before  Mr.  Peyton  had  finished 
this  sentence,  Mr.  Wise  rose  fh>m  his  seat,  which 
was  on  the  sofa,  on  the  side  of  the  room  oppo- 
site Mr.  Whitney,  and  walked  about  half  way 
across,  saying,  "  Yes ;  the  committee  had  borne 
the  damned  insolence  of  that  witness  long 
enough ;  it  was  insnfferaUe."  Mr.  Peyton  re- 
marked, "Wise,  this  is  my  business;  don't 
yon  interfere."  I  immediately  rose,  and  said  to 
Mr.  Wise,  "  Wise^on't  do  so,  you  are  wrong," 
Upon  which  Mr.  Wise  immediately  returned  to 
his  seat  When  Mr.  Wise  tamed  to  resume  his 
seat,  I  immediatdy  turned  to  Mr.  Peyton,  and 
remarked,  "  Mr.  Peyton,  yon  must  observe  the 
order  of  the  committee.'*  Mr.  Peyton  imme- 
diately turned  from  the  wibiesa  to  me,  and  said, 
as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  "Mr.  Ohcdrman,  I 
appeal  to  yon  to  say  if  I  have  not  treated  this 
witness,  from  the  beginning,  as  if  he  were  a 
gentieman ;  but  111  be  damned  if  I  will  be  in- 
sulted to  my  face."  He  then  took  his  seat  in 
the  chair  which  I  had  ooonpied,  as  I  had  taken 
the  «hair  which  he  had  risen  fhun.    After  Mr.. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


806 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THS 


H.  or  B.] 


Cat  ttfR.  U.  WVlMt, 


[Fdwaei,  183T. 


Peyton  and  mjrself  were  botii  seated,  ILt.  Whit- 
ney rose  from  his  seat,  and,  advancing  one  or 
two  steps  towards  me,  said,  "  Mr.  Chairman," 
uttering  two  or  three  other  words  which  I  did 
not  hear.  Before  he  had  finished  his  sentence, 
ICr.  Peyton  rose  np  and  said,  as  well  as  I  recol- 
lect, "He. has  no  right  to  speak  here;  God 
damn  him,  he  shan't  speak ;  lie  most  giye  his 
answers  in  writing."  Then,  turning  towards 
Mr.  Whitney,  said,  "Yon  have  no  right  to 
n>eAk  here ;  sit  down,  sir."  I  remarked  to  Mr. 
Peyton  that  the  witness  had  a  right  to  make  a 

?nestion  tonching  his  examination ;  but,  before 
finished  the  remark,  Mr.  Peyton,  very  much 
excited,  said,  "  Damn  him,  I  have  treated  him 
OS  if  he  were  a  gentleman."  I  again  remarked 
to  Mr.  Peyton  that  he  must  observe  order.  Mr. 
Whitney,  who  had  not  taken  his  seat,  said, 
"  Mr.  Chairman,  I  came  here  under  the  sum- 
mons of  the  committee.  I  claim  its  protec- 
tion." Mr.  Peyton  said,  "  Damn  him,  he  has 
insulted  me  to  my  face ;  damn  him,  he  looks  at 
me ;  he  shan't  look  at  me."  As  he  made  this 
remark,  appearing  very  angry,  he  out  his  right 
hand  either  to  his  bosom  or  the  side  po^et  of 
his  coat.  As  soon  as  he  put  his  hand  to  his 
bosom,  Mr.  Wise  sprang  forward,  seized  Mr. 
Peyton  by  the  breast,  and  said,  "  Peyton,  don't 
notioe  him ;  damn  him,  he  is  not  worthy  of 

fonr  notice ; "  and  some  other  expression,  which 
do  net  rememl)er.  Mr.  Peyton  remarked,  "  I 
will  notioe  him ;  I  would  notioe  him  if  he  were 
a  damned  dog,  if  he  insulted  me  to  my  face." 
As  soon  as  Mr.  Wise  seized  hold  of  Mr.  Peyton, 
I  stepped  between  him  and  Mr.  Whitney,  and 
Mr,  Martin  took  hold  of  his  right  arm.  Mr. 
Wise  shoved  Mr.  Peyton  back  some  two  or 
three  steps  towards  ^e  sofa,  Mr.  Peyton  en- 
deavoring somewhat  to  disengage  himself  fW>m 
Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Martin,  but  failed.  About 
this  time  some  member  of  the  committee  made 
a  motion  to  suspend  the  examination,  and  Mr. 
Hamer  made  some  remarks,  which  I  did  not 
hear,  for  my  attention  was  directed  to  the  par- 
ties, with  a  view,  if  necessary,  to  prevent  colli- 
sion by  personal  interpodtion.  At  this  time,  I 
remarked  to  Mr.  Whitney,  "that  a  question 
would  arise  as  to  the  disposition  of  his  answer, 
and  that  he  would  bepleased  to  retire; "  which 
he  did.  After  Mr.  Whitney  retired,  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, who  had  been  very  much  excited,  became 
more  tranquil;  expressed  his  regret  for  the 
OGonrrence;  urged,  in  extenuation,  the  insult 
which  he  had  received  in  the  answer  referred 
to,  and  the  contemptuous  look  and  scowl  with 
which  it  was  accompanied,  as  the  cause  of  his 
great  excitement,  and  fn>oiogized  to  the  com- 
mittee, promising  that  thereafter  he  would  try 
and  suppress  his  feelings,  unless  grossly  and 
directly  insulted.  Mr.  Hamer  then  submitted 
the  following  motion : 

"  That  the  answer  to  the  ISth  question  be 
returned  to  the  witness,  being  no  reply  to  the 
interrogatory,  and  di8ren>ectM  to  a  member 
of  the  committee ; "  which  was  nnanimonsly 
•df^ted.   Mr.  Wise  then  called  me  to  him,  near 


the  window,  and  remarked  thid^  "  in  Mr,  Pey- 
ton's present  state  of  feeling,  it  would  nut  do  to 
permit  him  and  Mr.  Whitney  to  go  cat  of  tlie 
room  together ;  if  they  did,  he  wonld  not  b« 
responsible  for  the  consequences;  that  it  would 
be  best  to  call  back  the  witness,  permit  Mr. 
Peyton  to  ask  him  another  question,  wlu<i 
would  greatly  tend  to  tranquillize  him,  and  then 
discharge  the  witness,  witoout  the  committee's 
adjourning."  Itoldhimlapprovedofthe]>laii; 
that  there  was  some  unfinished  bqsineu  before 
the  committee,  which  I  would  call  up  when 
Mr.  Whitney  was  discharged;  and  tliU  he 
must  see  that  Mr.  Peyton  did  not  leave  the 
room ;  which  he  promised  he  would  da  The 
witness  was  then  called  in,  and  the  resdotion 
of  the  committee  read  to  him.  After  it  wu 
read,  he  said,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  "if  I Uye 
been  disrespectful  to  the  committee,  1  regret  it, 
and  apolo(^  for  it."  Mr.  Peyton  then  pro- 
pounded a  question,  which  Mr.  Whitney  an- 
swered in  a  respectful  manner,  and  ^as  dis- 
charged. As  Mr.  Whitney  left  the  roonij  I 
called  some  unfinished  business  to  the  attention 
of  the  committee,  which  detained  it  abont  ten 
mhintee,  and  then  it  ac^oumed.  In  tiiis  narra- 
tive I  am  guided  by  my  memory  alone.  I  h&^e 
given  the  circumstances  which  occurred,  and 
the  language  which  was  employed,  as  accnratel; 
as  a  treacherous  memory  will  permit.  I  do  not 
profess  entire  accuracy,  or  to  have  stated  all 
that  occurred.  ' 

[The  usual  interrogatories  were  then  put  to  Mr. 
Garland,  and  answered  about  aa  other  vitneases  had 
done,  aa  far  aa  ilia  Imowledge  extended ;  after  vhidi 
Mr.  Fairfield,  the  first  witneos  was  called  back,  ind 
farther  interrogated.] 


MoKDAT,  February  20. 
Gate  of  R.  M.  Whitney. 
Mr.  Lahs,  there  being  no  question  before  fl>e 
House,  tiien  submitted  his  resolution,  *»  fol- 
lows: 

Betolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  proeecote  fm^ 
the  all^  contempt  of  Reuben  M.  MThitneyiplK 
the  aatootity  of  this  House,  and  that  nld  Whrtae; 
be  now  disctiarged  iiwm  custody. 

Mr.  Ghoison  wished  to  know  whetlier  the 
investigation  on  the  part  of  the  committee  coma 
be  stopped  in  this  way.  . 

The  Chaib  replied  that  that  was  aqnestwa 
for  the  House,  not  the  Chair,  to  detenfflne. 
The  witness  wa?  oflf  the  stand,  and  the  same 
qnesUon  arose  the  other  day.  , 

Mr.  Lanb  then  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  the  on  T 
speech  I  have  to  make  on  this  resolution  is  to 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Dawson.  Mr.  Speaker,  can  a  gentlenun 
take  the  floor,  present  a  resolution,  and  oaU  »r 
the  previous  question,  without  the  power  of  the 
House  to  amend  it  { 

TheCBAEB.    Oertunly. 
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Mr.  Storbk.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  point  of  order 
I  inquire  about  is  tliis :  whetlier  it  it  compe- 
tent for  any  member  of  this  Honse,  while  tnis 
Honse  is  organized  as  a  judicial  tribunal,  to  out 
ofl^  by  this  guillotine  sort  of  process,  the  right 
of  the  accused  to  be  heard  by  his  counseL 

The  Ohaib.  That  is  a  matter  for  the  consid- 
eration of  this  Honse.  The  House  may  vote 
according  to  its  discretion  or  according  to  its 
Judgment. 

3&.  Jones  (of  counsel  for  the  accused.)  Oan- 
aot  this  proposition  be  amended,  sir  ? 

The  CuAiB.  No  proposition  can  be  amended 
after  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Wise.  Is  there  not  a  witness  on  the 
stand? 

The  Chaik.    There  is  not. 
Mr.  WisK.    Has  not  the  clerk  of  the  Select 
Committee  been  summoned ! 

The  Chaib  has  issued  a  subpoena  for  him,  but 
he  ■waa  not  called  on  the  stano. 

Mr.  Wise.  Have  there  not  been  qnestiona 
propounded  which  have  not  been  answered  ? 

Mr.  Obolsoit.  I  gave  the  clerk  seventeen 
interrogatories,  which  he  has  not  answered. 

The  Ohaib,  as  the  presiding  officer  oi  the 
HoTise,  knows  nothing  of  it. 

Tellers  having  been  appointed,  the  previous 
question  was  then  seconaed  by  the  House — 
jftas  78,  nays  64 ;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall 
the  mun  question  be  now  put  ? 

Mr.  Cbaio  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  91,  nays  71. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  pat; 
and  on  the  nuun  qnestion,  being  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolntKMi, 

Mr.  Chakv  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — ^yeas  99,  nays 
72,  as  follows : 

TiAS. — Ifesscs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale, 
Beau,  Beaumont,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Boiden,  Bo- 
vise,  Boyd,  Briggt,  Brown,  Bocbanan,  Boms,  Bjnnin, 
Gunbreleiig,  ^wy.  Chapman,  Cli^nn,  Cleveland, 
doles,  Cra^,  Cramer,  Craiy,  Cushman,  Doubledav, 
DmagofAe,  Donl^  Efber,  Fariin,  Fowler,  French, 
Fry,  GaUmith,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Hendenoo,  Holt,  Howard,  Huntington,  Ingham, 
WflUam  Jackson,  Jarris,  Joseph  Johnson,  Care 
Jolmaoii,  John  W.  Jones,  Bei^amin  Jones,  Kennon, 
Kilgore,  KUngensmith,  Lane,  fanning,  Laporte,  Gid- 
eon Lee,  Joahoa  Lee,  Leonard,  Lonn,  Loyall,  Lu- 
eaa,  Abijah  Hum,  William  Mason,  luy,  McKay,  Mo- 
Keon,  McKim,  McLene,  HBler,  Montgomeiy,  Mor- 
on, Owens,  .Page,  Patterson,  Patton,  Dutee  J. 
Fevce,  Phelps,  John  Beynolds,  Joseph  Beynolds, 
Bogeia,  Scfaenek,  Seymour,  Shiim,  Sickles,  Smith, 
Spngue,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toucey, 
Tnnfll,  Tandeipoel,  Wagener,  WaM,  WardweU, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Tell— 99. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  Bai- 
ley, Bell,  Bond,  Bnndi,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Camp- 
bdl.  Carter,  Ohetwood,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Clai- 
borne,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Coshing,  Dariington, 
Dawson,  Debeny,  Denny,  Elmore,  Erans,  Forester, 
Giifaam,  Giai^er,  OriiBn,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Harlan, 
Hsipcr,  Albert  G.  Hanisoii,  Haseltine,  Herod,  Hoar, 
HeweD,  Hunt,  Hnntaman,  IngetaoU,  Janes,  Jenifiar, 


Lawler,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Love,  Lyon, 
Maury,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Par- 
ker, Pearson,  Phillips,  Pidcens,  Potts,  Reed,  Uencber, 
Russell,  Shields,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  TaJiafeiro, 
Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson,  Vinton,  Waehington, 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Young — 
72. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and  Mr. 
Whitney  was  thereupon  ordered  to  be  dis- 
charged from  custody. 

Just  as  the  Ohair  was  announcing  the  order 
for  the  discharge  of  the  accused, 

Mr.  PiTTON  interposed,  and  said,  before  tbe 
accused  was  dismissed,  he  wished  to  propound 
a  question  to  him,  and  that  he  be  detained  for 
that  purpose.  [Cries  of  no  I  no  I  from  all  parts 
of  the  hall.] 

Mr.  PxTTOir  thereupon  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion,  saying,  "  Then  gentlemen  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  recording  their  no  1  no  I  " 

Mr.  Manx,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the 
Honse  acyonm. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays ;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were — yeas  94,  nays  68. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wisx  was  called,  that 
gentleman  rose  in  his  place,  and,  addressing  tbe 
Ohair,  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not  vote  until 
I  ascertain  whether  I  am  discharged  from  pros- 
ecution or  not. 

The  House  tiien  adjourned. 


WxDKKSDAT,  Febnury  28. 
Stimtinff  Bank  V.  S.  Kottt. 

Mr.  Oai-bbaith,  from  the  Select  Committee 
upon  the  subject  of  banking  operations  and  tbe 
reissues  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  reported  a  bill  providing  fi>r  the  punish- 
ment of  reissuing  the  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  EvKBBTT  took  this  occasion  to  disclaim 
any  participation  in  the  bill  or  report,  never 
having  seen  either.  The  committee  met  soon 
after  uieir  appointment  when  nothing  was  done. 
They  were  to  wait  the  coll  of  their  chairman 
for  their  next  meeting.  He  now  understood 
they  had  had  a  meeting  some  days  since,  but 
of  this  he  had  had  no  notice  to  attend.  The 
first  notice  he  had  was  yesterday,  when  the 
ohairmaii  aud  the  committee  proposed  meeting 
that  evening,  at  tiie  lodgings  of  one  of  the 
members,  lit.  K  informed  him  that  he  was 
too  much  indisposed  to  go  out  in  the  evening, 
but  would  attend  any  morning  in  the  committee 
room  at  the  House.  He  therefore  disclaimed 
all  share,  or  merit,  or  responsibility,  for  the  bill 
or  report. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Maine,  moved  that  five  thou- 
sand ecqpies  be  printed ;  which  motion  lies  over. 
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Feidat,  Febrnary  24. 

Belation*  mih  J£exi«o. 

Mr.  HowABD,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 

Affairs,  to  whicli  had  been  referred  the  Message 

of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  8th 

of  February,  made  the  following  report  thereon : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  AflUre,  to  which  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  8th  of  February,  relative  to  Mexico, 
hare  had  the  same  under  couaderation,  and  respect- 
fully offer  the  following  report 

The  history  of  the  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  exhibits  an  unbroken  succession  of 
good  feelings,  and,  as  far  as  the  occasion  permitted, 
of  kind  offices,  on  the  part  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, following  out,  in  this  as  in  other  respects,  the 
disposition  and  wishes  of  the  people.  The  first  to 
re<x>gnize  Mexico  as  an  independent  power,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  has  been  among  the 
first  in  the  nnceadng  manifestation  of  friendship  to 
this  wiyaoent  North  American  Oovenment.  At  an 
early  period  of  her  struggle  for  independence,  the 
ports  of  the  Uidted  States  were  open  to  her  fiag, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  incurring  responsibility  for  this 
act  of  impartial  neutrality. 

But  the  committee  perceive,  with  profound  re- 
gret, that  on  the  part  of  Mexico  there  has  been  a 
fong  train  of  iiyuries  to  the  property  of  American 
citizens,  and  insults  to  the  national  flas,  for  which  re- 
dress, though  often  promised,  has  seldom  been  ob- 
tained. 

This  omission  has  doubtless  proceeded,  in  a  great 
measure,  from  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  the  numerous  and  radical  dumges, 
which  have  prevented  a  fixed  policy  from  bebg  per^ 
sued  in  its  foreign  aflUrs.  But  the  committee  be- 
lieve that  it  has  also  sprang,  in  part,  from  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  form  of  our  Government,  and  the  limited 
powers  of  its  executive  branch. 

Cases  might  be  mentioned  in  which  a  demand  for 
redress,  when  made  by  nations  whose  Executive  had 
the  power  of  declaring  war,  and  consequently  the 
subordinate  power  of  giving  large  discretionary  au- 
thority to  its  naval  officers,  has  been  promptly  met, 
when  the  consequences  of  reAisal  were  uncertain. 
But  oar  constitution  has  wisely  placed  the  war-mak- 
ing power  in  the  l^slative  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  no  severe  measures  are  likely  to  be  adopted 
towards  any  foreign  power,  unless  upon  modi  delib- 
eration and  repeated  aggression.  It  would  seem  to 
follow  fh>m  this,  however,  that  in  proportion  to  the 
downess  should  be  the  finnneas  of  the  voice  of  the 
nation,  when  expressed  through  all  the  departments 
of  its  Government. 

Those  nations  which  permit  themselves  to  disre- 
gard the  remfmstrsnces  of  the  President,  when  con- 
veyed through  agents  i4>pointed  by  him,  and  rely  for 
their  security  upon  the  Umited  powers  which  our  con- 
stitution has  intrusted  to  that  officer,  must  be  taught 
that  his  complaints  ag^nst  iiHury  and  outrage  do  but 
speak,  in  anticipation,  the  voice  of  the  entire  people 
of  the  coimtry. 

It  may  be  that,  without  reference  to  the  limited 
powers  of  the  President,  the  Government  of  Hexico 
nas  been  encouraged  to  persevere  in  its  course  of 
aggression  by  the  general  absence  &om  its  neighbor- 
hood of  vessels  of  war  belongfaig  to  the  United  States, 
the  interposition  of  which  miglit  have  been  more  ef- 
fectual than  a  diplomatic  note. 


To  illustrate  this  poeitioa,  the  committee  wQl  r- 
lect,  out  of  the  many  cases  of  seriona  and  flagnu 
injury  inflicted  upon  the  commerce  and  li^U  S  the 
United  States,  by  officers  of  the  Mexican  repablk, 
one  of  the  very  few  in  which  that  GoTeroment  lis- 
tened to  our  demand  for  satisfaetion. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1836,  the  United  Stateiacbooos 
Jefferson  anchored  off  the  prat  of  Tunjxco,  direct 
from  Pensacola,  having  been  sent  out  bj  Older  of 
Commodore  Dallas.  IJeutenant  Osbom  ud  hli 
boat's  crew,  who  went  on  shore,  were  seized  and  im- 
prisoited,  and  the  vessel  prt^bited  from  entcrisg  the 
river.  A  demand  for  satisfaction  made  bj  the  has- 
ican  o(msul  was  haughtily  refused.  The  Jcfinsn 
left  the  port,  but  communicated  with  the  rioo|><i 
war  Grampus,  of  eighteen  guns,  whidi  came  to  off  the 
bar ;  and  on  the  following  day  there  anired  tnotha 
American  corvette,  and  both  anchored  there. 

The  commander  of  the  Grampus  directed  a  note  to 
the  principal  of  the  port,  infonmng  him  that,  bjr 
order  of  the  chief  of  the  division  on  the  West  Indii 
station,  he  had  come  to  enter  Into  a  correspondeoa 
with  him  relative  to  the  insult  which  be  had  isffided 
on  the  American  flag.  A  note  followed  from  the 
Foreign  Department  of  the  Mexican  GoTerameiit  to 
Mr.  Ellis,  requesting  him  to  hiterpoee  hii  latlxirirr, 
and  order  the  vessds  to  retire.  Mr.  HKs  rery  prop- 
erly declined  to  do  so.  ^  a  few  di7>  in  official 
communication  apprised  Mr.  Ellis  that  the  Mexican 
Government  had  supidanted  the  oflicer  in  commaiid 
at  Tampico,  "by  substituting  in  his  stead  a  chi^ 
who,  it  flatters  itself,  will  know  how  to  preserre 
greater  harmony  with  the  agents  and  subjects  of  for 
eign  nations  "  and  aimounoed  tliat  "  a  summaiy  m- 
vestigaUm  had  been  ordered  to  be  mstituted,  iriiidi, 
by  putting  in  its  true  light  the  conduct  of  Kr.  Gooo, 
would  apply  to  him  the  punishment  be  deserred,  if 
he  should  prove  ctilpable,  as  well  as  to  all  othcn  vbo 
may  have  taken  any  part  in  the  affiur  treated  qion," 
renewing  the  request  that  Mr.  Ellis  woald  then  gin 
his  orders  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  squadron  from 
before  Tampico ;  which  was  done,  and  the  TeeaeU 
departed.  The  committee  would  be  pleased  if  thej 
could  stop  here  in  the  narrative ;  but  tbey  are  coni- 
pelled  to  remark  that,  shortiy  afterwards,  the  mdi- 
vidual  whose  punishment  was  thus  promiaed,  as  an 
atonement  for  the  insult  to  the  AmericaB  tag.  *^ 
recalled  into  service,  and  assigned  to  a  command 
upon  the  coast,  where  his  hostile  fedings  might  agia 
endanger  the  security  of  American  dtizcni  or  pn^- 
erty. 

The  effect  of  this  open  witiidrawal  of  the  apolog 
yielded  to  the  American  Govenmient  was,  at  m^ 
have  been  antidpated,  soon  made  to  appear  in  nta 
outrages  upon  some  American  dtizens,  who  voe 
cntitied  to  have  been  treated  with  peculiar  ffflta^ 
anoe,  not  only  because  they  were  in  the  emj^uJiM" 
of  the  American  Government,  but  becjiase  thejc* 
stituted  a  part  of  the  crew  of  one  of  the  naliw^ 
vessels,  whose  services  on  board  might  hava  beffl 
very  essential.  The  arrest  and  imprisonniMl  ol 
ei^t  of  the  seamen  bdonging  to  the  doop  of  w 
Natchez  will  not  now  be  made  the  sut^  of  ^ 
ment,  flirdier  than  to  remaiic  that  the  jweventioB  « 
the  American  consul  ftom  visiting  fliem,  whilst  act 
and  in  prison,  from  the  4di  to  the  IWh  of  NoTemher, 
was  an  act  of  unpardonable  inhumanity,  and  >W^ 
to  have  proceeded  from  the  same  officer  whose  na- 
tions punishment,  Imt  real  promotion,  bad  heen  «- 
fered  m  an  atonement  for  a  previous  naoU  loue 
Amerioaii  flag. 
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Looking  throogli  the  cstalogne  of  complaints  which 
the  United  States  have  to  make  against  Hexico,  on 
their  own  aocoont,  as  the  party  whose  digniiy  and 
honor  are  ass^ed,  die  committee  are  nnable  to  per^ 
eeiTe  anj  proof  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Hezican 
Qovenunent  to  repair  injnry  or  satisfy  honor. 

Tiie  merchant  Teasels  of  the  United  States  have 
been  fired  into,  her  citizens  attacked,  and  eren  put 
to  death,  and  her  ships  of  war  treated  with  disrespect 
when  paying  a  friendly  visit  to  a  port  where  they 
had  a  right  to  expect  hospitality.  It  was  the  inat- 
tention of  the  Mexican  Govemment  to  complaints  of 
dds  description  tliat  appears  chiefly  to  have  induced 
the  return  of  the  late  charg6  d'afhires ;  for  in  his  note 
of  December  the  7th  be  says :  "  If  those  [the  claims] 
that  might  be  presented  should  be  all  acknowledged 
M  jot,  yet  10  long  as  the  several  cases  of  nnpro- 
Toked  and  inexciuable  ootrage  inflicted  on  the 
offleen  and  flag  of  his  coontry,  which  have  been 
heretofore  submitted  to  the  Mexican  Executive,  re- 
mained unsatisfactorily  answered,  he  would  have  but 
one  course  to  pursue." 

It  is  possible  that  the  claims  for  private  property, 
which  had  recently  been  presented  anew  to  thpir  no- 
tice, may  have  attracted  the  serious  attention  of  that 
Oovemment ;  but  if  a  cordial  disposition  was  felt  to 
a^ust  them,  it  ia  not  easy  to  imagine  why  those  cases, 
where  a  decree  of  the  Mexican  authorities  had  been 
fiir  a  long  time  passed  for  their  payment,  and  a  por- 
fioB  acbully  paid,  were  not  AillysMisfied.  The  com- 
mittee are  willing  to  hope,  however,  that  the  mani- 
festation of  serious  discontent  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  withdrawal  of  their  official  rep- 
teaentative,  will  induce  the  Mexican  Oovemment  to 
•Bgage  in  the  active  investigation  of  all  the  grounds 
•f  complaint  pressed  upon  them  for  many  years 
past-  They  fully  concur  with  the  President,  that 
ample  eaose  exists  for  taking  redress  into  our  own 
hands,  and  believe  that  we  s^uld  bo  Justified  in  the 
opinion  of  o&et  nations  for  taking  such  a  step.  But 
fbey  are  irilling  to  try  the  experiment  of  another  de- 
mand, made  in  the  most  solemn  form,  upon  the  jus- 
tice of  the  Mexican  Government,  before  any  Airdier 
proceeding  are  adopted.  It  is  their  opinion  that  a 
diplomatic  functionary  of  the  highest  grade  should 
be  appointed  to  bear  this  last  appeal,  whose  rank 
would  indicate  at  once  the  importance  of  his  mission, 
and  the  respect  in  wtiich  the  Oovemment  to  which 
be  is  accredited  is  held;  for,  notwithstanding  the 
canseiess  ill  feeling  which  appears  to  prevail  in  Mexi- 
eo  towards  the  Oovemment  and  people  of  the  United 
States,  tiie  latter  will  continue  as  long  as  possible  to 
treat  vrith  reqiect  their  ancient  though  now  es- 
tianged  friend.  In  conclusion,  the  committee  re- 
spectfully sobmit  to  the  House  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Retolvtd,  That  the  indignities  offered  to  the 
American  flag,  and  injuries  committed  upon  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  American  citizens,  by  officers 
of  the  Mexican  Oovenmient,  and  the  reftisal  or  neg- 
lect of  that  Oovemment  to  make  suitable  atonement, 
would  jnstffy  the  Gongrees  of  the  United  States  in 
taking  measures  to  obtain  immediate  redress  by  the 
exercise  of  its  own  power. 

Rfoleed,  That,  as  an  evidence  of  the  desire  of  the 
American  Government  to  preserve  peaceful  relations 
with  the  Government  of  Mexico,  as  long  as  the  same 
may  be  compatible  with  that  dignity  which  it  is  due 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  preserve  unim- 
paired, the  Prendent  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  respect- 
fully requested  to  make  anodier  solemn  deonand,  in 


the  most  impressive  form,  upon  the  Oovemment  of 
Mexico,  for  redress  of  the  grievances  which  have 
heretofore  l>een  inetTectoally  presented  to  its  notice. 

The  report  having  heen  read, 
The  considcratiou  of  it  was  postponed  to  the 
next  day. 

7K«  DutriAution  Quettimt — DepoHt  with  th« 
Statet, 

Mr.  Bku.  mid  he  rose  for  the  ptirpose  of 
calling  the  attention  of  members  to  a  few  facts 
connected  with  the  subject  under  consideration, 
and  with  the  subject  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government  generally, 
which  he  tliought  were  either  onknown  to 
many  lionorable  members,  or,  if  known,  had 
not  received  that  attention  which,  from  their 
extraordinary  nature,  they  were  entitled  to 
receive  from  the  representatives  of  the  people 
and  the  guardians  of  the  public  interests. 

The  fact  that  the  permanent  expenditures  of 
the  Government  had  been  doubled  in  amount 
within  a  few  years  past  had  been  noticed  here- 
tofore. I  wish  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  honorable  gentlemen  another  most 
improper  and  nnprecedented  anomaly  in  the 
action  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  the 
appropriation  and  expenditure  of  the  public 
moneys.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
have  given  their  sanction  to  appropriations, 
for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  amounting 
to  upwards  of  thirty  millions,  if  I  have  not 
made  some  mistake  in  the  estimate  of  this 
amount.  Besides  these,  there  are  other  bills 
reported  by  the  standing  committees  of  the 
House,  which  will  swell  them  to  about  thirty- 
five  millions — ^an  amount  bnt  little  short  of  the 
appropriations  to  the  same  objects  made  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  Do  the  members  of 
this  House  know  wnat  proportion  of  the  appro- 
priations of  the  last  year  remains  nnezpended? 
The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  has  told  us  that  the  present 
bill  appropriates  about  nine  hundred  tliousand 
dollars  to  fortifications ;  and  that,  be  contends, 
ought  to  be  voted,  because  it  does  not  exceed 
the  usual  amount  annually  appropriated  to  the 
same  objects.  Sir,  it  is  true  tnat  this  does  not 
exceed  the  amount  usually  appropriated,  bnt 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  omitted  to  inform 
ns  that  there  was,  on  the  1st  of  January,  a 
balance  of  upwards  of  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  remaining  in  the  Treasury  of  the  appro- 
priations of  the  last  year  to  the  same  objects, 
besides  between  two  and  three  hundred  thou- 
sand in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing  officers  yet 
unexpended.  He  has  neglected  to  inform  as 
that,  in  fact,  about  nine  hundred  thousand 
dollars  of  the  last  year's  appropriations  to  forU- 
floations  remain  to  be  expended  during  the 
present  year  {  for  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
work  upon  the  fortifications  has  not  been  per- 
sisted in  to  any  great  extent  during  the  winter. 
Thus,  sir,  instead  of  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
applied  to  this  branch  of  the  pnblio  servioe, 
duriDg  the  present  year,  we  propose  to  t4>p^ 
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donble  that  amount.  Is  there  any  thing  in  the 
present  high  prices  of  labor  and  materials,  any 
thing  in  the  great  demand  for  laborws  of  all 
kin<u,  or  is  there  any  thing  in  the  present  pros- 
pect of  peace  with  all  nations,  which  calls  for 
this  nnnsnal  amonnt  to  be  applied  to  fortifica- 
tions? Are  we  not  pushing  these  works  too 
rapidly  to  admit  of  solid  constructions  ?  Bat, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  I  do  not  attach  mnch  import- 
ance to  this  view  of  the  subject.  Not  only 
double,  bat  treble  and  quadruple  the  amonnt 
of  these  appropriations  can  be  expended  by  tlie 
Government,  if  it  b  found  necessary  in  order 
to  increase  appropriations — if  we  shall,  by  our 
imprudent  compliance  with  the  demand  of  the 
Executive,  encourage  a  race  between  appropri- 
ations and  disbursements — if  the  appropriations 
are  to  be  increased  according  to  the  ability  of 
the  Government  to  expend,  or  rather  waste,  as 
much  as  this  House  shall,  fVom  year  to  year,  be 
found  willing  to  appropriate.  I  repeat,  if  this 
shall  be  the  measure  of  our  appropriations,  we 
need  not  care  how  large  they  ore,  they  wiU  be 
expended. 

jfr.  Cambbeuno,  in  answer  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  ^Mr.  Beix,) 
in  relation  to  excess  of  appropriations  in  the 
Treasury,  said  he  had  only  to  remark  that  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  deception  in  relation  to 
those  appropriations;  because,  although  the 
money  was  in  the  Treasury,  in  most  coses  the 
works  for  which  it  was  appropriated  were 
already  under  contract.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  at  one  time  of  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  They, 
knowing  that  there  were  large  amounts  of 
money  on  hand  in  the  Treasury,  made  inquiries 
at  the  proper  departments,  and  ascertained 
that,  aluiough  there  was  a  sorplus  on  hand 
at  present,  yet  the  probability  was  that  the 
appropriations  woold  fall  short  daring  the  ensu- 
ing year. 

Mr.  C.  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  a  report 
from  the  engineer  department,  showing  the 
objects  for  which  the  appropriations  were  re- 
paired, which  showed  that  all  the  appropria- 
tions proposed  in  the  bill  would  be  needed 
during  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  advocated 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, on  the  ground  of  its  recognizing  a  system 
of  permanent  distribation,  from  which  he  (Mr. 
W.)  oonld  see  no  possible  evil  that  could  result 

Mr.  Gabl&np,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  having 
voted  for  the  deposit  act  of  the  last  session, 
and  intending  to  vote  against  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  he 
felt  it  due  to  himself  briefly  to  state  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  vote  as  he  now  intended 
to  do.  He  said  that  he  felt  no  regret  for  the 
vote  which  he  gave  for  the  deposit  act  of  the 
last  session;  he  not  only  felt  no  regret,  but 
was  well  satisfied  that  the  vote  was  right  and 

E roper ;  such  a  one  as,  under  like  circumstances, 
e  would  give  again.    When  the  deposit  act 
passed,  there  was  a  large  actually  existing  but- 


pins  in  the  Treasury,  which,  upon  every  nt- 
sonable  data  of  calculation,  would,  by  the  cImb 
of  the  year,  amount  to  about  forty  millioDsof 
dollars,  and  which  had  since  been  aaoertaised 
to  be  forty-two  millions.  Upon  every  resmi- 
able  basis  of  estimate,  the  acoming  revenge, 
down  to  the  year  1842,  would  be  equal  to,  and 
perhaps  more  than,  what  ought  to  be  thetctul 
wants  and  expenditures  of  the  Government 
In  this  state  of  things,  this  immense  amomit  of 
revenue  would,  without  some  disposition  of  it, 
remain  unemployed  in  the  hands  of  the  Fedenl 
Government,  or  be  employed  by  the  depoat 
banks  for  their  individoal  profit.  He  said  lie 
need  not  say  that  he  thooglit  it  too  daogeroot 
to  permit  such  an  immense  amount  of  unappro- 
priated money  to  renuun  for  so  long  a  Uiae  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government  unemployed  for 
any  public  purpose ;  that  he  would  not  tnut 
this  Government  with  such  immense  means  of 
patronage  and  corruption,  be  it  administered 
by  whom  it  might.  There  is  nothing  so  dan- 
gcroos  in  its  employment,  or  corrupting  in  its 
use,  as  money ;  and  he  did  not  regard  any 
Government  so  infiexible  in  its  virtne,  or  so  &r 
above  the  reach  of  temptation,  as  to  trust  it 
nnneoessarily  with  means  of  so  extraordioaiy 
and  dangerous  temptation. 

Mr.  G.  said  that,  when  he  voted  for  the  d^ 
posit  act  of  the  last  session,  he  voted  for  it  as 
being,  what  it  professed  to  be,  a  mere  dqioat 
act,  and  not  a  distribution  act  in  disguise,  as  it 
had  been  frequently  characterized ;  nor  did  he 
intend  to  adopt  the  principles  of  that  bill  as  a 
system ;  for  if  the  deposit  principle  is  to  be 
adopted  as  a  system,  he  would  prefer  the  oon- 
stitutional  principle  proposed  by  a  distinguished 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  as  more  jnst  and 
more  equal  in  its  operation.  He  said  that  he 
was  utterly  and  entirely  opposed  to  the  distn- 
bution  principle ;  it  was  corrupting  in  its  ope- 
rations and  dangerous  in  its  tendencies 

If  the  system  be  adopted,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that,  under  our  udirect  and  insi^ons 
system  of  taxation,  the  State  Governments 
would  ultimately  look  to  this  Government  fw 
the  means  of  conducting  their  domestio  worb 
and  sustaining  their  domestio  institutions;  that 
they  would  make  diligent  and  active  search  tw 
every  possible  subject  of  expenditure,  until, 
finally,  the  people  and  the  State  Govenunents 
would  cease  to  watch  the  pecuniary  operationi 
of  the  Federal  Government  with  their  ae^ 
tomed  vigilance,  and  make  no  effort  to  arrest 
its  march  to  consolidation,  and,  finally,  he  i^ 
gulfed  in  its  corrupting  influence.  ThedeinMos 
of  the  States  would  be  met  by  correspondrng 
taxation  here,  and  a  surplus  produced  for  vm 
purpose  of  distribution.  He  regarded  '^ /^ 
tem,  as  many  distinguished  gentlemen  had  berfr 
tofore  repirded  it,  the  most  dangerona  ana 
corrupting  which  could  be  incorporated  into 
our  legislation. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  the  true  remedy  was  to 
reduce  the  taxation  of  the  people  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  and  the  wants  of  the  Got- 
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emineat  to  the  most  eoonomical  expenditnre ; 
eooQomj  and  Bimplicity  being  essential  to  pari- 
ty, and  porit;'  to  the  maintenance  of  republican 
institatioos.  He  aaid,  Mr.  Chairman,  ire  mnst 
come  to  it ;  we  mnst  reduce  the  expenditnres 
of  this  Government  and  the  taxes  of  the  people ; 
this  they  will  compel  yon  to  do,  if  they  prop- 
erly regard  their  rights  and  their  liberties. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  another  strong  objection 
to  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  propmed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell.) 
It  was,  in  effeet,  a  deposit  law,  soaght  to  be 
ingrafted  upon  a  simple  appropriation  bill ; 
embracing  sabjeots  totally  distinct  and  dis- 
Btmiiar  in  their  characters;  npon  the  same 
prktciple,  a  tariff  or  any  other  inoongmons  law 
might  be  ingrafted  npon  an  appropriation  bill, 
and  produce  the  greatest  confnsion  npon  the 
Btatnte  book.  He  thought  that  there  onght  to 
be  the  greatest  possible  system  and  oongmity 
attiunable  in  the  framing  of  oar  laws.  If  he 
were  otherwise  favorable  to  the  amendment, 
be  woald  not  vote  for  its  adoption  as  an  amend- 
ment to  this  bill. 

Mr.  TJimKBWOoD  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  because 
the  object  of  it  was  to  send  the  money  back  to 
the  people,  instead  of  keeping  it  in  the  vaults 
of  tne  deposit  banks,  to  enrich  their  stock- 
holders, and  add  to  the  salary  of  their  agent  at 
WaahingtOD.  He  went  on  to  point  out  the 
hergb  increase  in  the  nnmber  of  deposit  bimks, 
espeeially  in  the  State  of  New  York,  within 
the  last  year,  and  contended  those  banks  were 
selected,  and  favored,  with  a  view  to  tiA  the 
administration  in  carrying  oat  its  political 
views.  He  then  contrasted  the  amount  of 
public  money  on  deposit  in  the  banks  in  New 
Yorlo  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Cincinnati,  and 
Michigan,  and  attribated  this  difference  more 
to  the  faot  that  some  of  those  banks  pud  a 
eontribation  to  an  agent  at  Washington,  and 
some  did  not,  than  to  any  thing  else ;  and  in- 
variably, said  he,  those  banks  who  pay  a  good 
sum  to  an  agent  get  the  largest  amount  of 
deposit.  He  feared  there  was  some  improper 
inflaenoe  at  work  in  the  selection  of  these 
banks,  and  therefore  he  wished  the  eoarce  of 
oorniption  to  be  removed ;  and  he  considered 
this  proposition  as  the  beet  means  of  removing 
it 

Mr.  Mahk  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  providing  that  the  deposit  should 
be  in  proportion  to  the  ratio  of  representation 
in  the  Hoase  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  M.  asked,  where  was  the  necessity  of  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ? 
()r  had  tiie  gentleman  any  data  upon  which  to 
estimate  the  amount  of  money  to  be  appro- 
priated under  that  proposition?  And  coald> 
tiiey  adopt  it  without  tnat?  The  gentleman 
should  have  done  what  was  done  by  an  honor- 
able Senator — ^introduced  it  at  an  early  period 
of  the  seaeion;  for  this  amendment  and  that 
bill  were  identicaL    li,  however,  it  ahoold  be 


adopted,  Mr.  M.  had  prepared  his  amendment 
to  prevent  the  repetition  of  one  of  the  greatest 
constitutional  outrages  that  had  ever  taken  place 
since  the  formation  of  this  Government— in- 
directly done,  to  be  sure,  but  not  the  less  griev- 
ous. By  the  distribution  law — for  he  would 
call  it  by  its  right  name,  it  was  "  distribution," 
though  a  mental  reservation  had  been  made  by 
the  use  of  the  word  "  deposit " — the  people 
of  the  large  States  bad  been  sacrificed  to  th4 
interest  of  those  of  the  small  States.  He  was 
opposed  to  distribution  in  any  way  whatever ; 
and,  even  if  his  amendment  should  be  incor- 
porated in  the  provision  under  consideration, 
it  would  still  be  open  to  all  his  objections, 
though  it  would  render  it  less  ni^ust  in  ito 
operation.  He  expressed  his  surprise  at  sucli 
a  measure  coming  from  the  qnarter  it  did. 
What  had  become  of  the  once  cherished  State- 
right  doctrines?  Where  the  doctrine  of  a  strict 
construction  of  the  constitution  ?  Was  it  the 
design  to  continue  the  present  oppressive  sys- 
tem of  taxation,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
large  amounto  of  money  from  the  people,  to 
distribute  it  back  in  an  nnequal  ratio,  with  the 
loss  to  the  whole  people  of  the  enormous 
expenses  of  collection  ?  He  entered  his  solemn 
protest  against  the  whole  principle. 

Mr.  GiDiON  Lek  said :  Mr.  Churman,  I  rarely 
give  reasons  for  my  vote.  I  shall,  however, 
vote  against  this  amendment,  on  the  gronnd  I 
voted  against  the  distribution  law  of  Jane ;  it 
is  the  same  thing ;  my  views  are  unchanged. 
I  vote  against  it,  because  it  leads  to  the  coSeo- 
tioB  of  money  which  the  owners  had  better 
keep  than  the  Government ;  becanse  it  levies 
money  for  a  purpose  which  the  constitution 
does  not  warrant ;  becanse  it  corrupto  our  elec- 
tion; because  members  of  Congress  will  be 
chosen  in  reference  to  the  amount  of  money 
they  will  pledge  themselves  to  draw  fh>m  the 
federal  coffers,  and  plant  in  their  several  dis- 
tricts— I  know  the  fact,  that  electioneering  on 
this  principle  is  now  in  process ;  because  I  be- 
lieve that,  sooner  or  later,  the  toevitable  eflfeot 
will  be  to  vote  as  little  as  possible  for  federal 
purposes:  to  withhold  from  the  army,  the 
navy,  the  fortifications,  the  proper  necessary 
appropriations,  and,  finally,  render  the  Federal 
Government  a  mere  rope  of  sand. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  could  see 
no  reason  why,  if  this  measure  was  wise  and 
proper  at  the  last  session,  it  is  not  so  now, 
except  that  the  Executive  has  since  openly 
taken  ground  against  it — a  very  sufiScient  reason 
to  some  gentlemen.  He  was  sure  that  it  was 
not  so  with  his  friend  from  Virpnia,  (Mr.  Gab- 
LAHD.)  If  five  millions  was  the  sum  proper  to 
be  left  in  the  Treasury  last  year,  what  reason  is 
there  to  require  more  now?  If  there  is  no 
surplus,  there  will  be  no  distribution.  Mr.  T. 
said  that  of  all  humbuggery,  in  this  age  of 
humbugs,  the  greatest  was  that  this  measure 
would  corrupt  the  States.  What  do  gentlemen 
mean  when  they  talk  of  corrupting  that  incor- 
poreal thing,  a  State?    They  most  mean,  if 
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indeed  they  mean  any  thing,  that  it  will  corrupt 
the  people!  This  money  ia  returned  to  the 
States,  who  have  an  unrestricted  control  of  it 
Has  any  one  ever  broached  the  idea  of  the 
States  corrupting  their  own  people  ?  How 
corrupt  them?  By  appropriating  this  money 
to  the  beneficent  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
inent  and  ednoation !  Would  that  more  of  the 
StatM  were  thus  oorrupted.  The  distribution 
^inst  be  equal,  and  fixed  by  positive  law.  There 
will  be  no  discretion — no  power  of  discrimina- 
tit,n — no  power  of  granting  favors.  Where 
that  ><<  the  case,  there  can  be  no  power  of 
patronagb.  The  money  must  be  distributed,  or 
left  in  ute  Treasury,  to  be  distributed  by  the 
Secretary,  at  bis  good  will  and  pleasure. 

Mr.  Obabt  was  opposed  to  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  firom  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,) 
and  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fh)m 
New  York,  (Mr.  Maic::.)  On  no  account  could 
he  be  induced  to  vote  for  a  distribution  of  the 
Burplns,  on  the  basis  advocated  by  either  of 
those  gentlemen.  The  bill  of  the  last  session, 
allied  a  deposit  bill,  but  in  fiust  a  bill  of  distri- 
bution, was  a  bill  of  abominations.  It  distrib- 
nted  the  public  money  unequally,  unjustly. 
That  money  had  been  collected  firom  the  people 
of  every  section  of  the  Union.  It  was  paid 
into  the  Treasury  by  them,  not  in  the  propor- 
tion to  their  respective  representations  in  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  nor  in 
tiie  proportion  to  their  respective  representation 
in  tne  House  alone,  but  in  a  proportion  alto- 
gether at  variance  with  either.  It  had  been 
drawn  fh)m  the  people  of  the  old  States  and 
the  new,  and  not  of  the  States  only,  but  also 
of  the  Territories,  and  in  proportion  to  tlieir 
population  at  the  present  time.  To  distribute 
It,  yon  went  back  to  the  census,  taken  six  years 
ago ;  thus  giving  money  to  the  people  of  the 
mA.  States  which  yon  had  taken  from  the  people 
of  the  new  States.  By  that  act,  the  people 
whom  he  had  to  represent  were  deprived  of  a 
large  sum  of  money  which  had  be«n  pillaged 
from  them  when  they  were  unrepresented  upon 
that  floor ;  when  they  were  denied  a  voice  in 
the  nati(HiaI  councils.  You  propose  now  to  re- 
eoaot  the  same  scene  of  injustice.  He  could 
not  consent  to  it.  If  there  was  to  be  another 
distribution,  there  should  be  another  census, 
and  that  census  should  form  the  basis  of  the 
distribntion.  In  that  way  alone  the  surplus  in 
Tonr  Treasury  would  be  returned  to  those  who 
had  paid  it  there.  In  that  way  alone  could 
justice  be  done  to  the  people  of  his  own  State, 
to  the  people  of  the  whole  Western  ooontty. 

Mr.  SoBBBTSON  was,  in  general,  much  op- 
posed to  the  addition  of  new  clauses  to  an  iq>pro- 
priation  bill,  after  it  had  been  matured  by  the 

5 roper  committee,  particularly  such  as  intro- 
uced  matters  unconnected  with  the  main 
objects  of  the  bill.  This  mode  of  legislation 
often  left  no  alternative  but  to  adopt  a  question- 
able or  improper  principle,  or  r^ect  ai^tropria- 
tions  essential  to  the  pnblie  service.  But,  in 
the  present  instance,  he  dtonid  oreioome  his 


repugnance,  and  vote  fbr  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentieman  fhim  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Bill.)  That  amendment,  it  was  true,  involved 
a  very  important  principle ;  but  it  had  and«r- 
gone  a  full  discussion ;  indeed,  it  had  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  country  for  years  past,  and 
had  received  the  delil>erate  consideration  and 
sanction  of  C!ongres8  at  the  last  session.  He 
presumed,  therefore,  that  every  gentieman  waa 
prepared  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  BouLDiir  said :  To  reduce  the  income  to 
the  wants  of  Government,  and  to  reduce  the 
tariff  for  that  purpose,  had  been  strongly  re- 
commended by  the  Executive.  It  was  generally 
expected,  on  all  hands,  that  it  would  be  ont 
down  in  some  degree.  It  was,  however,  tben 
thought  entirely  toe  late  in  the  session,  and  it 
was  universally  said  that,  at  the  commenoement 
of  this  session,  we  should  commence  the  work 
of  reduction  of  the  tariff  and  of  the  revmneu 
This  was  early  proposed  at  the  present  sesrioo. 
Mr.  B.  had  strong  nopes  and  some  fears  on  tbe 
subject,  but  voted  to  lay  his  colleague's  resoUir 
tion  (Mr.  Mebokr's)  on  the  table.  This  resolu- 
tion sought  to  relinquish,  on  the  part  of  the 
Federal  Oovemmentj  all  claim  to  the  money- 
deposited  by  it  with  the  States.  Mr.  B.  did 
not  know  what  effect  this  measure  might  have 
had  on  the  reduction  of  the  tariff,  or  on  redtie- 
tion  generally  of  the  revenue.  The  very  able 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
the  chairman  of  which  Mr.  B.  knew  to  be  pro- 
fessedly, and  did  and  does  now  believe  to  be 
sincerely,  opposed  to  the  protecting-duty  syt- 
tem,  seemed  to  brighten  the  prospect  for  redno- 
tion,  which  was  cheering  to  Mr.  a.  and  to  the 
country. 

But  now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  we  are  again  at 
the  very  crumbling  brink  of  the  grave  of  an- 
other session,  and  nothing  is  done.  As  to  the 
report  of  the  Senate,  it  promised  little  or 
nothing ;  what  it  would  perform  of  that  little 
he  did  not  know.  Between  letting  the  money 
stay  here,  and  the  deposit  bill  as  It  was  when 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  finally  paaeed — a 
sad  alternative— Mr.  B.  was  in  doubt.  Mr.  B. 
has  none  now ;  with  his  loss  of  hope  of  redno- 
ing  the  tariff  and  the  revenue  to  tne  wants  of 
economy  in  the  administration  of  onr  afbirs,  Us 
doubts  have  vanished.  It  is  true  that  the 
present  Executive  has  recommended  it,  and  the 
President  elect  has  already,  when  questioned, 
declared  his  opinion  to  the  same  effect  Still 
(said  Mr.  B.)  my  hopes  are  gone.  When  I  see 
the  system  of  partly  selling,  but  prindpally 
giving  away,  the  public  lands,  playing  into  the 
hands  of  the  tariff  system — protective  system; 
and  when  I  know  that  these  are  the  only  meuts 
of  increase  or  decrease  in  the  revenue  on  the 
imposts  and  lands,  unless  we  resort  to  direct 
taxation,  I  despair.  They  are  the  arbiters  oS. 
our  fate,  and  tney  are  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  are  agreed  to  take  care  of  those  two  sys- 
tems, wlu^ver  may  become  of  us.  Sir,  (re- 
peated he,)  I  despidr.  The  Execntive  can  do 
nothing  for  ns,  let  him  tiy  ever  so  hard. 
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Thk  BTStem  of  one-tentii  part  selling,  and 
the  other  nine  parts  giving  the  pnblio  lands, 
luis  a  force  and  operation  in  it  that  has  wholly 
caoaped  me  heretofore.  I  know  that,  last 
aeaaion,  there  was  something  aboat  the  business 
that  I  conld  not  see  throng.  Whether  it  was 
want  of  vision  in  me,  or  whether  the  whole 
•object  was  a  mnddr  stream,  impenetrable  to 
th»  homan  eye,  I  did  not  knew.  Bat,  thongh 
mnddy  then,  it  is  now  as  clear  to  me  as  the 
mofimtain  limestone  water — the  pore  limpid 
jonntain,  transparent  as  the  air. 

It  is  no  longer  a  muddy  pool  to  me.  No, 
air,  I  can  now  see  a  pin's  head  and  point  in  ten 
ibet  water.  I  now  see  we  sb^  not  get  the 
tariff  down,  we  shall  not  materially  reduce  the 
revMiae.  I  am  willing  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  let  the 
oomprumise  part  of  the  tariff  stand.  I  am 
willfaig  to  take  off  oil  the  impost  duties ;  I  am 
willing  to  stop  the  sale  of  the  poblio  lands ;  I 
am  wUling  all  or  any  part  of  these  things  to 
Ining  down  the  revenue,  bat  come  down  it 
■last  for  me.  I  am  willing  to  suspend  all  the 
rales,  and  set  ont  this  minute  and  spend  all  the 
balance  of  the  time  we  have  in  doing  it  in  a 
manner  the  best  for  oil  concerned.  Bat  it  most 
come  down,  and  that  immediately,  (said  Mr. 
B^)  or  I  will  vote  to  send  any  part,  or  all.  back 
to  tiie  people.  If  I  cannot  get  all,  I  will  send 
^rhat  I  can  get  I  will  pat  it  into  the  right 
pockets  in  every  instance,  if  I  can ;  I  will  come 
as  near  as  I  can. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  it  was  unoonstitntional 
thos  to  take  it  from  the  pec^le  in  this  way, 
■ad  would  be  so  to  do  the  like  again,  and  so  it 
woold  be  to  keep  it ;  and  so  long  as  we  thus 
eontinne  to  take,  I  will  continue  to  give  back ; 
and  if  I  cannot  do  it  unconditionally,  I  will 
lend  it,  deposit  it.  Strange  thing,  tUs — take 
the  people's  money  away  from  them,  and  then 
lend  it  to  them.  Bat  if  I  can  do  no  better,  I 
must  do  that. 

Mr.  LA.NB  said :  The  proposition  now  to  be 
determined,  and  the  only  one  in  order  for 
debate,  ia  to  distribute  the  surplos  revenue 
among  the  several  States,  agreeably  to  the 
representation  in  this  branch  of  CJongreas — to 
distrilKite,  (s^d  Mr.  L.,)  because  no  one  be- 
lieved a  cent  of  it  will  ever  be  called  for,  or 
returned  by  the  States. 

The  money  proposed  to  be  divided  has  been 
collected,  not  from  the  old  States,  not  agree- 
aUy  to  the  representation  in  this  House,  but 
from  the  whole  people ;  and,  whether  regarded 
as  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  pnblio  lands  or 
■poD  datiee  upon  merchandise,  it  has  been  paid 
according  to  population,  not  representation,  in 
direct  proportion  to  the  amount  paid  for  land 
and  the  oonsampti<m  of  imported  articles. 
That  if  any  disproportiMi  in  the  ooUeotion  of 
the  amount  proposed  to  be  returned  to  the 
pe«^Ie  exists,  it  is  because  the  people  of  the 
new  States  have  porohased  more  of  the  pnblio 
knds  tiian  those  of  the  old. 

Sir,  what  has  produced  snob  an  extraordinary 
change  in  the  opinions  of  honwaUe  members  t 


A  few  years  since  it  was  proposed  to  divide 
among  the  States  the  money  arising  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  by  the  land  bUI, 
originating  with  a  distinguished  Senator  in 
another  part  of  this  House.  It  passed  the 
Senate  and  this  House  by  an  overwhekniiw 
majority.  By  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  eacb 
of  the  new  States  in  which  the  public  lands 
were  located  received  large  donations  of  land, 
and  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent  oat  of  tlM 
proceeds  of  the  sales  within  the  State;  and 
the  balance  was  divided  equally  among  the 
States,  based  upon  the  census  of  1880,  which 
is  the  basis  of  the  present  proposition.  This 
was  intended  to  make  up  in  some  degree  for 
the  increased  and  increasmg  population  of  the 
new  over  the  old  States. 

In  this  there  was  something  generous,  mag- 
nanimous, on  the  part  of  the  advocates  of  the 
bill,  towards  the  people  of  the  new  States, 
compared  with  the  present  proposition.  The 
same  gentlemen  in  this  House  who  were  the 
advocates  of  that  bill  are  now  the  advocates 
of  this  proposition.  Are  honorable  gentlemea 
prepared  to  give  the  reason  and  the  cause  for 
such  a  sudden  change  having  passed  over  the 
vision  of  their  political  dreams  ?  Is  it  to  be 
found  in  tlie  action  of  the  people  of  the  new 
States,  in  relation  to  recent  and  former  elec- 
tions of  an  important  character  ?  Surely  not ; 
no  gentleman  will  admit  tliis,  though  any  one 
would  be  at  a  loss  to  find  any  other  reason  for 
such  a  change. 

Mr.  L.  said  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
QIt.  Undxbwood)  had,  with  an  air  of  confi- 
dence, given  the  committee  his  reasons  for 
supporting  the  proposition :  that  the  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  oeposit  banks  increased  the 
executive  influence  of  the  General  Government; 
that  it  was  not  only  improperly  depoated,  but 
ased  for  political  purposes  to  influence  public 
opinion ;  that  his  Honorable  friend  desired  its 
removal  from  the  pet  banks,  (as  he  is  pleased  to 
call  them,)  because  these  banks,  or  uose  who 
manage  them,  are  the  friends  of  the  administn^ 
tion,  and  use  the  money  for  their  own  benefit. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  was  equally  desirous  for  the 
removal  of  the  money  of  the  people  from  the 
possession  and  control  of  the  banks,  because 
they  are,  so  far  as  his  part  of  the  country  ia 
oonoemed,  most  decidedly  opposed  to  the  ad- 
ministration and  all  those  who  sustain  it ;  that 
they  use  the  power  that  the  pnblio  deposits  give 
them  for  political  purposes,  and  not  for  the 
public  good ;  not  to  accommodate  the  people, 
whose  money  it  is,  but  to  advance  the  interest 
of  the  favored  few;  in  short,  to  shave  and 
oppress  the  people  with  the  money  of  the 
people. 

Sir,  (sfud  Mr.  L.,)  if  the  p«ople  of  the  Statea 
of  this  Union  are  incorruptible,  he  would  like 
to  have  the  gentleman  inform  the  committee 
who  it  is  he  apprehends  would  be  corrupted  by 
the  Executive  of  the  Federal  Glovemment.  To 
conclude,  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  too  much  confl- 
denoe  in  the  Jastioe  of  the  members  of  the 
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committee  to  snppose  tlie^  woald  for  a  moment 
entertain  such  a  proposition.  He  would,  there- 
fore, not  detain  the  committee  at  so  late  an 
hoar. 

Mr.  Oahbrelxko  obtained  the  floor,  and  said 
Le  wotild  willingly  waive  all  opportanitj  to 
speak,  bat  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  com- 
mittee to  take  the  question. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Maun  was  then  re- 
jected, without  a  division. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bell 
was  taken  by  tellers,  and  also  disagreed  to — 
yeas  71,  nays  75. 


Satubdat,  February  26. 
UniUd  State$  Bank. 

Mr.  Oalbrattr,  from  the  Select  Committee 
upon  the  subject  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
reported  the  following  joint  resolution  : 

Retolvtd  by  the  Senate  and  Hinue  of  Sepretenta- 
tive*  of  the  United  Staiee  of  America  in  Congrett 
auembled,  That  until  the  notes  of  the  late  Bai^  of 
the  Cnited  States,  which  may  have  been  returned 
since  the  8d  day  of  March  last,  redeemed  from  the 
funds  of  the  said  bank,  shall  cease  to  be  reissued  by 
its  officers,  directors,  trustee  or  trustees,  and  untU 
the  amount  due  to  the  Govemment  from  said  bank 
shall  be  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  notes  of  said  bank,  and  the  notes 
of  any  bank  to  which  its  funds  and  estate  may  be 
transferred  in  trust  for  the  payment  of  its  debts  and 
dischaige  of  its  obligations,  shall  not  be  received  in 
Myment  of  any  debts  due  to  the  Govemment  of  the 
United  States,  or  taken  in  exchange  or  depont  in 
any  of  the  banks  selected  as  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic money ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  here- 
by directed  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  to  carry  this  provision  into  effect 

J>UtrS)ution  Qziation — Depotit  with  the  Statei. 

Mr.  Bbll  then  renewed  his  amendment, 
offered  last  evening  to  the  bill,  as  follows :  That 
the  money  which  should  be  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  January,  1886, 
reeerving  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars, 
should  be  deposited  with  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  18th,  14th,  and  16th  sections 
of  the  "act  to  regulate  the  deposit  of  the 
pnblio  moneys,"  approved  28d  of  Jane,  1886. 

Mr.  Gbavbs  addressed  the  House  in  favor  of 
the  amendment 

Mr.  BxTNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  said :  Mr.  Speaker, 
this  proposition  standing  pre-eminently  above 
the  necessity  of  argument  to  sostiun  it,  I  will 
consider  some  of  the  objections  which  are 
xag&a  against  it.  It  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of 
thu  Honse  to  consider  arguments  which  have 
been  made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Although  these  aigainents  were  used  wiUi  no 
powerful  effect  in  the  committee  last  night,  yet 
we  are  not  at  liberty  to  speak  of  them  in  tiiis 
Honse.  This  is,  in  my  opinion,  like  many 
other  rnles,  positively  against  common  sense, 
and  agt^nst  the  advancement  of  the  pnblio 
bnainew.    The  members  composing  the  Com- 


mittee of  the  Whole  are  the  same  who  oonsti- 
tate  this  House,  have  the  same  faculties  and 
reasoning  powers  in  one  cas^  as  in  the  other, 
and,  I  presume,  have  the  same  sentiments  con- 
cerning this  proposition  in  this  House  at  tlut 
time  as  thoy  expressed  last  night  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  yet  we  cannot  comlMt 
these  arguments  here,  and  show  their  fallacy. 
The  general  and  commonplace  objection  is, 
that  there  will  be  no  surplus  revenue  in  the 
Treasury  to  distribute.  This  argument  was 
suggested  to  me  by  my  frieads  who  sit  near 
me  before  I  had  the  honor  to  address  the 
Ohur.  It  is  to  my  mind  an  objection  that  is 
not  even  blessed  with  a  relationship  to  good 
sense.  It  is  an  orphan  in  the  world,  without  a 
godfather.  Most  objections,  even  if  they  are 
without  foundation,  can  employ  some  sort  of 
arguments  to  sustain  them ;  but  it  ia  not  the 
case  with  the  one  before  us.  Even  the  simpleet 
statement  of  the  case  ought  to  put  it  to  rest 
forever;  that,  if  no  sorplus,  no  distribation. 
If  there  is  no  surplus  revenue,  the  act  of  Con- 
gress will  remain  a  dead  letter  in  our  statnte 
books,  and  will  be,  in  that  respect,  similar  to  a 
thousand  other  inoperative  paragraphs  in  these 
books.  I  cannot  see  why  a  provision  cannot 
be  enacted,  to  be  perpetusi,  and  lasting  forever, 
in  relation  to  this  policy.  If  it  be  right  in  one 
year,  it  will  be  proper  and  right  at  any  other 
and  at  all  other  times.  It  wodd  be  a  angular 
provision  for  a  miller  to  have  a  wastegate  to 
let  the  surplus  water  off  his  miU-dam  for  one 
year  alone,  and  let  the  accumulation  of  water 
at  other  times  break  his  dam.  This  may  be 
considered  a  very  homble  comparison ;  bnt  it 
is  one  known  to  everybody,  and  is,  in  my 
opinion,  applicable  to  the  case  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Spe^er,  another  objection  urged  against 
this  measure  is,  that  the  proposition  is  not  at- 
tached to  its  "  yokefellow ;"  the  amendment  ii 
not  made  to  a  proper  and  appropriate  bilL  I 
would  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of  the  members, 
who  are  now  honoring  me  so  much  with  thor 
attention  on  this  occasion,  if  it  be  not  a  singular 
time  now,  at  the  close  of  a  short  se8si<m,  to 
make  this  objection.  If  we  had  time  to  devote 
to  etiquette,  and  nice  and  strict  ceremony,  then 
the  argument  might  be  considered.  These 
leeundum  arUm  gentlemen  must  have  more 
time  than  we  now  have,  to  urge  these  objec- 
tions with  any  hopes  of  success.  I  am  not  at  iD 
aoquiunted  with  nice  dandyism ;  but  I  am  told, 
by  tlieir  rules  and  regulations,  a  person  is  the 
most  genteel  to  wear  a  soit  of  clotnes  all  of  the 
same  color;  yet  I  see  aroand  me  gentlemen 
dad  in  different  colors,  and  still  appear  to  a 
great  advantage.  So  it  will  be  with  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  before  the  House.  The  proper 
officers  of  the  Oovemment  will  both  find  it  and 
execute  it,  if  we  pass  it 

Mr.  Speaker,  another  objection  is,  that  it  is 
improper,  and  even  some  say  it  is  unconstitu- 
tional, to  raise  a  surplus  fond  for  distribution. 
It  would  be  extremely  unwise  to  collect  money 
and  distribute  it  to  the  people  again.    I  havo 
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no  hesitation  in  sarinff  that  such  an  idea  never 
once  entered  the  neads  of  the  framers  of  the 
constitntioo.    It  vonid  be  not  only  unwise,  bat 
absurd,  to  suppose  the  people  would  permit 
snch  an  idle  ceremony  to  go  on,  without  either 
honor  or  profit  to  themselves.    This  proposi- 
tion does  not  impose  the  necessity  on  Congress 
to  raise  a  revenne  to  distribute  it.    It  only  pro- 
rides,  if  there  exist  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1838,  then,  and  in  that 
event,  to  distribute  it  among  the  States  in  the 
proportion  mentioned  in  the  amendment.    Such 
Burplas  existing  in  the  Treasury,  is  a  misfor- 
tune ;  but  it  is  one  from  which  we  can  be  re- 
lieved with  the  greatest  ease.    In  Governments, 
as  in  other  things,  we  cannot  expect  perfec- 
tion.    The  object  of  Government,  in  this  re- 
spect, is  to  raise  a  revenne  proportionate  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government ;  but  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  human  mind,  it  is  not  in  the  com- 
pass  of  human  wisdom,  on  all  occasions,  to 
make  the  revenue  correspond  with  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  Government.    The  means  by 
whicli  we  raise  our  revenue  are  such  that  we 
cannot  expect  to  make  the  one  equal  to  the 
other  on  all  occasions.    When  we  have  not 
enoagh  revenue,  we  borrow  to  make  up  the 
deficit.    Wlien  we  have  too  much,  why  not 
send  it  back  to  the  people  in  their  State  Legis- 
latures t 

I  have,  on  all  occasions,  voted  for  every 
proposition  to  reduce  the  tariff  duties,  and  to 
abridge  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  such 
manner  as  for  the  revenue  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  Government.  I  think  Congress  has  the 
power  to  remodel  what  is  called  "  the  compro- 
mise act."  The  sales  of  the  public  lands  should 
be  confined  to  actual  settlers,  and  that  at  re- 
duced prices,  for  lands  which  have  been  in 
market  for  a  nnml>er  of  years.  If  this  course 
had  been  pursued,  and  the  proper  reductions 
made,  we  would  have  had  no  trouble  on  the 
subject  of  the  surplus  revenne.  I  make  no 
charges  against  the  chairman  of  the  committees 
having  these  subjects  in  their  charge,  of  neg- 
lecting their  duties;  but  I  do  not  see  why  both 
the  subjects  of  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  and 
the  reduction  of  the-tariff  duties  might  not  have 
been  acted  on  at  the  present  session.  I  was 
at  an  times  ready  to  act  on  them,  with  or  with- 
out speeches. 

It  is  agreed  on  all  sides  that  money  is  a  dan- 
gerons  neighbor,  and  has  a  corrupting  influence. 
It  is  like  Satan  in  the  garden  of  Eden.  Gentle- 
men who  contend  against  this  amendment  say 
that  this  money  will  corrupt  and  injure  the 
people  and  their  State  Legislatures  by  distribu- 
ting it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  discover  the  force  of 
the  argument  that  induces  them  to  arrive  at 
this  conclusion.  It  may  impose  on  the  State 
L^islatnres  more  business  and  responsibilities 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties ;  but  it  cannot 
have  a  necessary  tendency  to  corrupt  the  peo- 
ple. 
If  this  proposition  be  rejected,  and  the  money 


deposited  in  the  pet  banks,  what  will  be  the 
consequences  f  Tncre  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
more  danger  of  corruption  in  the  latter  case 
than  in  the  former.  These  banks  are  private 
corporations,  and  responsible  to  nobody,  further 
than  they  are  bound  by  dollars  and  cents. 
They  have  the  power,  and  will  act  to  the 
best  advantage  to  make  money,  and  to  retain 
the  money  that  may  be  deposited  with  them. 
They  are  sharp  and  shaving  and  skinning  in 
their  operations,  and  will  move  in  very  acute 
angles  to  make  money. 

EvENiNa  Skssiox. 

Tlie  House  met  at  half-past  four  o'clock. 
The  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Bell,  and 
which  was  under  discussion  when  the  House 
took  a  recess.  The  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment having,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mebcbb,  been 
read. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  afiirmative — yeas  114,  nays 
92. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Makit,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"  States  "  the  following :  "  In  proportion  to  the 
ratio  of  the  representation  of  such  States  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  M.  wished  merely  to  say  that,  in  offering 
this  amendment,  he  asked  for  nothing  more  than 
the  vote  of  the  House  besides  the  principle  con- 
tained in  it,  which  presented  the  question 
whether  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  were  to  be  adhered  to  or 
not. 

Mr.  Yell  said :  I  voted,  Mr.  Speaker,  against 
the  amendment  propos^  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennesse^  (Mr.  Bell,)  because  1  am  of 
opinion  that  this  bill,  if  passiad,  and  sanctioned 
by  the  President,  (and  I  trust  that  it  never  will 
receive  the  countenance  of  that  distinguished 
man  and  illustrious  statesman,)  will  at  once  es- 
tablish a  system  demoralizing  and  corrupting  in 
its  influences,  and  tend  to  the  destruction  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  States,  and  render  thom  de- 
pendent suppliants  on  the  General  Government. 
The  power  and  patronage  of  this  Government 
should  not  thus  be  perverted  for  the  base  purpose 
of  degrading  and  withering  the  independence  of 
the  States;  that  glorious  independence,  Mr. 
Speaker,  which,  sneer  at  it  as  gentlemen  may 
who  come  from  particular  sections  of  the  Union 
— sections,  sir,  where  aristocracy  is  getting  the 
mastery  of  our  democratic  and  federative  prin- 
ciples—must be  the  last  bulwark  of  liberty. 
But,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  measure  on  other 
and  not  less  tangible  grounds.  Sir,  I  behold  in 
this  plan  of  distribution,  what  every  enlighten- 
ed mind  can  readily  discover,  a  deep  and  a 
matured  plan,  conceived  and  nurtured  by  the 
high  tariff  party,  to  continue  and  consolidate 
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their  odions  scheme  of  injustice  and  oppression. 
And,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  is  now  advo- 
cated, and  probably  will  receive  the  votes  of 
gentlemen  from  the  Middle  and  Southern  States, 
once  the  nnoompromiang  opponents  of  the 
tariff  principle,  but  who  now  are  ready  to  fall 
at  the  foot  of  Baal,  and  sacrifice  former  princi- 
ples and  professions  for  the  purpose  of  filling 
their  State  treasuries  at  the  expense  of  the  peo- 
ple—by recognizing  and  establishing  a  system 
of  taxation  as  oppressive  as  it  is  unconstitution- 
al. And,  sir,  the  brave  and  hardy  people  of  the 
Toang  and  vigorous  State  which  I  nave  the 
honor  to  represent,  are  called  on  to  subscribe  to 
snch  heresies  and  denationalizing  dc^mas.  The 
man  who  expects  any  thing  of  the  kind  from  the 
people  of  Arkansas  knows  but  little  of  their 
character ;  or,  knowing  it,  would  basely  misrep- 
resent them,  and  bow  at  the  temple  of  Mam- 
mon. 

This  measure  of  distribution,  since  it  has 
been  a  hobby  horse  for  gentlemen  to  ride  on, 
has  presented  an  anomalous  spectacle.  The 
time  yet  belongs  to  the  history  or  this  Congress, 
when  honorable  gentlemen  from  the  South  and 
the  West  were  daily  found  arraying  themselves 
against  every  species  of  unnecessary  taxation, 
boldly  avowing  that  they  were  opposed  to  any 
and  all  tariff  systems  which  would  yield  a  rev- 
enue beyond  the  actual  wants  and  demands  of 
the  Government.  Such  was  their  language  but 
a  few  weeks  or  months  ago ;  and,  in  proclaim- 
ing it,  they  struggled  hard  to  excel  each  other 
in  zeal  and  violence.  And  now,  mr,  what  is 
the  spectacle  we  behold  {  A  system  of  distri- 
bution, another  and  a  specious  name  for  a  sys- 
tem of  bribery,  has  been  started ;  the  hounds 
are  in  full  cry ;  and  the  same  honorable  and 
patriotic  gentlemen  now  step  forward,  and,  at 
the  watchword  of  "  put  money  in  thy  purse ; 
ay,  put  money  in  thy  purse,"  vote  for  the  dis- 
tribution or  bribery  measure,  the  effect  of 
which  is  to  entail  on  this  country  a  system  of 
taxation  and  oppression  which  has  had  no  par- 
allel since  the  days  of  the  tea  and  ten-pen  nv 
tax — ^two  frightful  measures  of  discord,  which 
roused  enfeebled  colonies  to  rebellion,  and  led 
to  the  foundation  of  this  mighty  republic.  But 
we  are  told,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  proposed 
distribution  is  only  for  momentary  duration ; 
that  it  is  necessary  to  relieve  the  Treasury  of  a 
redundant  income,  and  that  it  will  speedily  be 
discontinued  I  Indeed,  sirl  What  evidence 
have  we  of  the  fact !  What  evidence  do  we 
require  to  disprove  the  assertion  ?  This  scheme 
was  commenced  the  last  session;  it  has  been  in- 
troduced to  this;  and  let  me  tell  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  never  will  be  abandoned  so  long  as 
the  high  tariff  party  can  wheedle  the  people 
with  a  siren  lullaby,  and  cheat  them  out  of 
their  rights  by  dazzling  the  vision  with  gold, 
and  deluding  the  fimcy  by  the  attributes  of  so- 
phistry. Depend  upon  it,  sir,  if  this  balefU 
system  of  distribution  be  not  nipped  in  the  bud, 
it  will  betray  the  pe(^le  into  submissiou  by  a 


species  of  taxation  which  no  nation  on  eutli 
sLonld  endure. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  wantonly  impugn  mj 
man's  motives,  nor  will  I  speak  to  wound  any 
man's  sensibility ;  bat  I  must  be  permitted  to 
speak  plainly  and  with  candor,  and  I  trnst  no 
one  will  deem  me  discourteous  if  I  franklj  re- 
mark that  the  conduct  of  certun  Southern  gen- 
tlemen, in  relation  to  this  subject,  has  been,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  equivocal,  and  fans  slnost 
tempted  me  to  doubt  the  evidence  of  mj  avn 
senses.  Are  they  sincere  and  dismterestedt 
It  is  not  my  province  to  doubt  them ;  bnt  let 
me  say,  sir,  that  tliey  appear  to  demonstrate  bj 
their  acts  a  degree  of  insmcerity,  if  their  former 
professions  can  be  relied  on ;  for,  though  once 
loudly  clamorous  against  the  tariff,  UieTure 
now  found  engaged,  oy  means  not  decidedly  in- 
direct, opposing  any  measure  that  lias  ateiMen- 
cy  to  reauce  taxation.  They  asswl  the  liind 
bill,  because  it  would  reduce  the  tariff  eome 
$16,000,000  or  $20,000,000 ;  and  show  mort 
clearly  and  condusively,  by  their  votes,  thst 
they  will  not  go  for  those  measures  of  reduction 
for  which  the  South  has  so  long  contended. 
Their  only  object  now  appears  to  M  the  crea- 
tion of  a  redundant  Treasury,  for  the  nriseraWe 
purpose  of  distribution. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  scheme  of  accnmnlstioB 
and  distribution  presents  to  the  world  s  qiec- 
tacle  equally  to  be  deplored  and  ridiculed.  To 
combat  it  with  argument  would  be  to  waste  the 
time  of  the  House  and  the  country  in  discnaanj 
an  absurdity.  The  whole  system  is  pot  only 
wron^,  but  it  is  contemptible.  What  is  it,  sirf 
Ay,  sir,  what  is  it  f  It  is  a  scheme  to  tu  the 
South  and  West,  to  protect  the  msan&ctnrei 
of  the  North— of  New  England— that  section 
of  the  country  which  is  now  engaged  in  gener- 
ating agitation  and  strife,  for  the  openly-»vow- 
ed  purpose  of  sapping  the  institutions  of  every 
State  south  and  west  of  the  Potomac,  and  rm- 
dering  them  mere  colonial  dependendes,  the 
servile  hacks  and  serfs  of  New  England,  wis 
a  scheme  to  tax  you  and  me,  sir,  and  the  Ser- 
geant-at-arms,  if  you  please,  by  the  way  of 
analogy,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  onr 
pockets  ten  cents  out  of  every  dollar  that  the 
hand  of  oppression  took  out  of  our  pocketi 
The  scheme,  sir,  to  ssy  nothing  of  its  injnsto, 
is  contemptible ;  it  is  unworthy  of  the  enlight- 
ened age  in  which  we  live ;  it  sets  all  the  pnn- 
ciples  of  political  economy  at  defiance,  langM 
Adam  Smith,  Say,  Ricardo,  and  Bentham,  to 
scorn ;  and  where,  let  nie  ask,  was  the  worW 
ever  before  regaled  with  the  spectacle  of  a  peo- 
ple's taxing  themselves  to  the  tune  of  milflwiS 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  surplusage  »« 
again,  at  a  discount  of  ninety  per  centum ;  tak- 
ing from  the  citizen  a  dollar,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  him  ten  cents  ?  But,  sir,  I  will  not 
discuss  a  proposition  so  monstrous.  .. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  MT" 
they  are  prepared  to  oppose  a  proposition  to 
reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  wot- 
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tnment,  by  reducing  the  tariff  on  imports ;  or 
hj  the  passage  of  a  land  bill,  if  they  were  cer- 
tiHB  th«t  the  sarplns  wad  to  remain  in  the  Treas- 
my.  I  am  satisfied  that  no  gentlemen  would 
TOte  for  a  system  which  woolu  tend  to  fill  the 
Xreasury,  without  a  certainty  of  their  receiving 
a  portion  of  the  plunder ;  and  yet  we  find  those 
very  men,  by  their  votes,  fiUing  your  public 
coffers  so  as  to  enable  them  to  receive  their 
portion  of  the  q>oil8. 

Sir,  (continued  Mr.  Y^)  I  enter  my  protest 
against  a  system  of  bai^n  and  corruption, 
vfai(^  is  to  be  executed  by  parties  of  different 
political  complexions,  for  the  purpose  of  dividing 
the  rooils  which  they  have  plundered  from  the 
people.  If  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  are  to 
be  coDtinued  for  the  benefit  of  the  speculators 
who  go  to  the  West  in  multitudes  for  the  pur- 
pose of  legally  stealing  the  lands  and  improve- 
ments of  the  people  of  the  new  States,  I  hope 
my  constituents  may  know  who  it  is  that  thus 
impoees  upon  them  a  system  oi  legalized  fraud 
ana  oppression.  I^  sir,  my  constituents  are  to 
ha  saonfioed  by  the  mtuntenance  of  a  system 
of  persecution,  got  up  and  carried  on  for  the 
purpose  of  fiUing  the  pockets  of  others  to  their 
min,  I  wisli  them  to  know  who  is  the  author 
of  the  enormity.  I  had  hoped,  Mr.  Speaker, 
and  that  hope  has  not  yet  been  abandoned,  that, 
if  ever  this  branch  of  the  Government  is  bent 
oo.  the  destmction  of  the  rights  of  the  people 
axxA  a  Tidation  of  the  constitation,  there  is  yet 
(Hte  ordeal  for  it  to  pass,  where  it  may  be  shorn 
of  its  baneful  aspect.  And,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
trust  in  God  that  in  its  passage  through  that 
onleal,  it  will  find  a  gvietv*. 

Mr.  Boos  said  that  if  the  proposition  then 
imder  oon«deration,  to  distribute  any  portion 
of  the  surplus  revenue  among  the  States,  that 
may  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
nary,  1838,  should  become  a  law,  he  sincerely 
hoped  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tieman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Mann)  wonld  be 
r^eeted  by  the  House.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  a 
mete  nnjust  proposition  towards  the  new  States 
eonld  not  have  entered  into  the  mind  of  man 
tbam  the  one  proposed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  New  York ;  and,  more  especially,  the 
State  which  Mr.  B.  had  the  honor  in  part  to 
r^nreaent  on  the  floor  of  Congress.  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  B.,)  if  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue 
(if  any  there  be)  shall  be  made  upon  the  basis 
of  representation  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  numifest  injustice  would  be  done  to  all 
the  new  States. 

Under  the  oensos  of  1880,  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana is  entitled  to  seven  Representatives  upon 
this  floor ;  whereas,  at  this  time,  frt)m  the  in- 
crease of  popnlation  since  the  year  1880,  Indi- 
ana woold  be  entitled  to  at  least  twelve,  if  not 
thirteen.  Representatives  in  Congress  under  the 
present  ratio  of  representation  among  the  sev; 
eral  States ;  whereas,  in  most  of  the  old  States, 
the  increase  of  population  since  the  year  1880 
baa  not  been  such  as  to  increase  the  number  of 
their  Representatives  in  Oongress  under  the 


present  ratio,  apportioning  the  number  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  among  the  several 
States  of  the  Union.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask 
if;  under  this  view  of  the  subject,  manifest  in- 
justice would  not  be  done  to  the  new  States, 
should  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  be  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  voted  for  the  distri- 
bution bill  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
he  had  just  voted  for  the  same  principle  by 
way  of  amendment  to  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration; but  be  would  take  the  opportunity 
then  afforded  him  to  say  that,  in  both  instances, 
he  regretted  most  sincerely  that  circumstances 
should  have  compelled  him  to  vote  for  or 
agfunst  the  measure.  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had, 
on  all  proper  occasions,  opposed  the  policy  of 
taxing  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
surplus  revenue,  to  be  distributed  among  the 
several  States,  as  such  a  system  wonld  be  to  tax 
the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  Gentle- 
men might  endeavor  to  make  the  system  pop- 
ular, by  pretending  to  return  to  the  dear  people 
that  which  they  have  been  instrumental  in 
wresting  from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  by  an 
unholy  system  of  taxation  not  demanded  by  the 
wants  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  not  yet  (^ven  up  to 
despair.  He  yet  felt  encouragement  in  the  firm 
conviction  tiuA  the  da^  was  not  far  distant 
when  the  freemen  of  this  country  would  indig- 
nantly throw  off  the  shackles  that  have  already 
too  long  enslaved  them,  and  would  not  longer 
be  humbugged  by  false  pretences  of  having  re- 
turned to  them  the  money  which  has  been 
wrested  from  their  pockets,  by  a  system  of 
over-taxing  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few. 
The  people  are  now  told  by  a  certain  class  of 
politicians  that  there  is  remaining  in  the  Treas- 
ury a  considerable  amount  of  money  over  and 
above  the  wants  of  the  Government,  which 
oaght  to  be  returned  to,  and  distribated  among, 
the  dear  people  of  the  several  States.  And 
how,  I  ask,  is  it  to  be  effected  with  advantage 
to  the  great  body  of  the  tax-paying  community  f 
Why,  sir,  after  an  odious  and  unjust  system  of 
taxation  has  been  fastened  and  riveted  upon  the 
peoole,  by  which  a  large  surplus  revenue  is 
proauced,  and  after  deducting  about  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  for  collecting  the  same,  it  is  then 
most  graciously  proposed  to  distribute  the  re- 
minder thereof  among  the  several  States,  in 
order  that  it  may  again  return  to  the  dear  peo- 
ple, whose  interest  and  fhture  welfare  are  al- 
ways so  near  the  heart  of  the  political  dema- 
gogue. 

The  tax-paying  people  of  this  country  first 
earn  the  money  that  pays  their  taxes  under  the 
authority  of  law,  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow, 
and  by  Uie  sweat  of  their  brow  they  will  have 
to  re-eam  their  rewective  portions  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue  when  it  shall  nave  been  deposited 
in  the  State  treasuries.  The  true  question  to  be 
decided  by  the  people  of  this  country  is,  shall 
there  be  a  new  and  novel  policy  introduced  in 
this  Govermuent,  which  has  for  its  object  the 
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n^ng  of  a  sarplns  revenne  for  distribution 
among  the  States ;  or  shall  the  taxes  of  the 
people  be  redaced  to  the  legitimate  wants  of 
the  Government  ?  This  is  the  only  tme  issne 
to  be  made  before  the  people ;  and  to  this 
aoestion  the  pnblic  mind  ehoald  be  particularly 
aniwn  by  all  those  who  stand  opposed  to  mo- 
nopolies, and  all  privileged  orders  of  every  char- 
acter whatever. 

The  people  will  be  ftaUy  satbfied  in  a  short 
time,  that  tbe  depositing  of  the  snrplns  revenne 
in  the  several  State  treasuries  will  not  have  the 
effect  of  again  returning  to  the  people  their  re- 
spective portions  of  the  money  that  has  been 
annecessarily  and  nnrighteonsly  drawn  from 
their  pockets  by  an  unjast  system  of  taxation 
by  the  General  Government.  Hr.  B.  said  that, 
in  looking  into  this  subject  of  creating  a  surplus 
revenue  to  be  distributed  among  the  States,  he 
could  view  it  in  no  other  light  than  having  a 
direct  tendency  to  destroy  the  independence  of 
the  State  Governments ;  and,  if  possible  to  do 
so,  to  corrupt  the  people  themselves  with  their 
own  money.  The  question  of  every  wise  legis- 
lator in  Congress  should  be  as  to  the  best  mode 
of  reducing  the  taxes  already  imposed  on  the 
people  so  as  to  raise  a  sufficient  amount  only 
of  revenue  to  supply  the  legitimate  wants  of 
the  General  Government,  and  not  as  to  what 
shall  be  done  with  the  surplus  revenne.  Re- 
duce the  burdens  of  taxation  now  imposed  upon 
the  people,  to  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
and  leave  the  surplus  where  it  should  be — in 
the  pockets  of  its  rightfhl  owners. 

Mr.  MoKeojt  said  he  was  satisfied,  from  the 
course  the  debate  had  taken,  that  a  general  im- 

Sression  existed  that  something  ought  to  be 
one,  and  without  delay,  to  remedy  the  difficul- 
ty in  which  the  country  was  now  placed  by  its 
overflowing  Treasury.  He,  in  common  with 
many  who  had  addressed  the  House  on  this 
subject,  believed  that  a  reduction  of  the  revenue 
ought  to  be  attempted ;  and  he  thought  that  a 
favorable  opportnnity  was  now  presented  to 
gentlemen  who  were  anxious  to  reduce  our  re- 
ceipts, to  exhibit  the  evidence  of  their  seal. 
The  tariff  bill  offered  a  fair  opportnnity.  He 
inquired  of  the  Chair  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
offer,  as  an  amendment,  the  bill  of  his  coUeagne, 
(Mr.  Cambbelkno,)  or  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
in  relation  to  a  reduction  of  the  tariff.  (The 
Chaib  said  it  would  not.)  Sir,  if  it  is  not  in 
order,  I  must  submit.  I  am  disposed  to  believe 
that  if  distribution  is  now  before  us,  the  meas- 
ures which  would  reduce  your  revenue  might 
not  be  out  of  place.  On  every  side  it  is  admit- 
ted that  your  income  far  exceeds  the  wants  of 
the  Government ;  and  yet,  it  appears,  we  are 
called  upon  to  continue  legislation  calculated  to 
keep  up  this  strange  system.  I  was  one  of  that 
■mul  minority  wnich,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  voted  against  your  deposit  bill,  as  it 
was  called,  but  a  distribution  bill  in  fact.  I 
have  seen  that  minority  more  than  doubled  on 
tiie  vote  just  taken.  I  have  not  regretted,  as 
yet,  the  opposition  which  I  gave  to  tine  system 


of  distribution :  I  saw  in  the  scheme  the  me 
of  fastening  upon  the  country  a  high  tari£ 
Opposed,  as  I  am,  to  raising  unnecessat7  rev- 
enue from  the  people ;  educated  in  the  school 
of  politics  which  inrists  that  the  Government 
should  be  administered  economically ;  tb«t  the 
industry  of  the  people  should  not  be  taxed 
beyond  what  is  absolutely  required  for  the 
wants  (and  those  wants  limited)  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  could  never  assent  to  the  doctrine 
which  sanctioned  unnecessary  taxation,  and 
plundered  the  poor  for  the  base  purpose  of 
enriching  the  public  coffers.  Gentlemen  aay 
this  is  returning  the  money  to  the  people.  I 
am  aware  it  is  by  this  plausible  argument  they 
wish  to  deceive  the  people  into  a  support  of 
this  new  principle.  All  I  ask  is,  that  gentle- 
men will  not  take  the  money  ttom  tbe  pe(^>le. 
It  never  can  be  returned  to  the  individuals  llrom 
whom  it  is  taken.  It  is  taken  from  evwy 
human  being  who  consumes  an  article  of  food 
or  raiment.  You  tax  the  bread  the  poor  man 
eats,  the  coal  that  warms  him,  the  blanket  that 
covers  him.  You  plunder  him  in  various  wmja^ 
and  procl^m,  at  the  same  time,  the  fact  of  ta 
overflowing  Treasury.  Why,  sir,  is  not  thia 
the  purest  form  of  oppression  t  It  not  tliia  ex- 
ercise of  power  of  taxation  not  for  the  purposee 
for  which  the  Government  was  formed,  bat  for 
other  purposes,  sufficient  to  arouse  the  people  I 
Who  will  insist  that,  by  any  process,  the  iaine 
amount  of  money  collected,  which  is  abstracted, 
can  be  returned  to  the  same  individual  t 

r  am  astonished  to  find  upon  this  floor  the 
strange  association  which  is  presented  of  those 
who  have  been  distinguished  as  the  opponeiits 
of  a  high  tariff  united  with  those  who  have 
been  its  inflexible  and  warmest  supporters.  I 
am  more  astonished  to  find  gentlemen  who  are 
known  to  belong  to  that  sect  in  this  country 
characterized  by  devotion  to  a  strict  oonstme- 
tion  of  the  constitution,  advocating  a  doctrine 
which,  some  years  since,  was  denounced  by  a 
Senator  of  the  highest  standing  as  Unooitttita- 
tional,  dangerous,  absurd,  and  inexpe^eiit,  and 
would  convert  the  Government  into  an  office  of 
collection  and  distribution.  I  refer  to  one  who 
has  been  looked  up  to  as  the  heed  of  that  ultra 
strict  constmction  school.  And  yet  we  find 
those  who  profess  to  follow  these  li^ts,  and  to 
be  guided  by  this  wisdom,  proclaiming  their 
attachment  to  this  same  principle  of  distribu- 
tion. Not  a  man  of  them  who  would  not  de- 
nounce any  plali  to  interfere  with  tiie  domestia 
arrangements  of  the  several  States ;  and,  never- 
theless, are  promoting,  indirectly,  the  very 
measures  they  are  opposed  to.  What  most  be 
the  result  of  your  distribution?  The  States 
will  rely  upon  the  General  Gtovemment ;  they 
will  tmm  tneir  eyes  towards  this  Capitol  as  the 
point  from  which  golden  streems  are  to  be 
poured  forth  upon  iSem  to  carry  on  their  inter- 
nal improvements ;  yon  will  make  the  States 
dependent  upon  the  General  OovemmeDt,  in- 
stead of  this  Government  dependent  upon  the 
States :  in  a  word,  you  will  obaoge  the  whole 
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krtn  of  your  GoTernment,  yon  will  destroy  its 
nature,  and,  instead  of  Laving  it  simple  and 
economical,  yon  will  transform  it  into  one  com- 
plicated and  extravagant. 

Mr.  TcBBat.  then  demanded  the  previons 
qnesUon,  bat  the  Home  reflised  to  second  it — 
yeas  76,  nays  110. 
The  debate  was  then  resumed. 
Mr.  yAia>EBPOBL  smd  he  would  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  bis  colleagae,  CHIr.  Manx,)  thongh 
be  had  voted  against  the  bill  of  the  last  session 
— a  vote  of  which  he  was  rendered  prouder 
and  pronder  by  every  additional  day.  He 
voold  vote  for  the  amendment  of  his  oolleagne, 
not  becaose  ho  favored  the  {ninciple  of  distri- 
botion,  for  it  was  a  principle  so  obnozions  to 
him,  tliat,  do  what  yon  please,  he  conld  not 
vote  for  or  compromise  it ;  but  if  we  most  have 
diatribntion,  let  us,  at  least,  have  such  a  ratio 
as  shall  possess  something  like  the  semblance 
of  Justice.  The  amendment  of  his  colleague 
pt>'vided  that  the  sorplua  should  be  distributed 
aeoording  to  the  same  rule  by  which  the  money 
was  raised  by  taiation  from  the  people.  The 
rale  for  distribution  adopted  by  the  act  of  last 
aeesion  was  wholly  indefensible. 

Ifr.  V.  said  he  had  very  attentively  noticed 
the  yeas  and  nays  npon  the  proposition  for  this 
new  distribution,  which  had  inst  been  carried ; 
and  thongh  he  had  often  heard  of  Yankee 
aenteness  and  sagacity,  though  he  had  often, 
while  he  had  been  connected  with  the  delibera- 
tions  of  this  House,  seen  them  most  strikingly 
exemplified,  he  bad  never  seen  them  more  sig- 
nally illustrated  than  on  this  occasion.  Gen- 
Hemen  from  the  tariff  districts  of  the  East,  and 
many  gentlemen  from  the  South,  in  relation  to 
the  su^ect  now  before  ns,  were  going  hand  in 
hand,  and  sailing  in  the  same  boat ;  but,  with- 
oot  much  disparaging  the  sagacity  of  gentlemen 
from  the  South,  he  must  be  permitted  to  use  an 
eld  and  homely  adage,  and  say  that  the  Yan- 
kees "beat  knew  on  which  side  their  bread 
was  battered."  He  bad,  as  he  had  observed, 
often  had  occasion  to  admire  the  cool,  keen, 
and  calculating  sagacity  of  the  sons  of  the  East, 
especially  when  contrasted  with  the  more  im- 
petooui  temperament  which  characterized  an- 
other quarter ;  and  the  vote  which  had  Just  been 
taken  afforded  a  new  subject  for  such  admira- 
tion. Look  over  the  yeas  and  nays  just  taken, 
and  recorded,  and  see  whether  yon  can  find  a 
mngle  gentleman  representing  a  high  tariff 
mannflaeturing  district  who  has  voted  ag^nst 
this  second  and  most  mischievous  plan  of  dis- 
tribution. While  one  Southern  gentleman  here 
and  another  there  drops  off  and  goes  for  distri- 
bution,  opposed  as  it  is  to  the  principle  of  re- 
daction, the  tariff  representatives  of  New  Eng- 
land march  off  in  solid  phalanx,  in  support  of 
tills  scheme.  Sir,  they  know  well  what  they 
are  about.  Their  keen  sagacity  has  told  and 
disclosed  to  them  what  their  policy  is  tending 
to.  They  know  that  tiie  policy  of  distribution 
is  opposed  to  the  poUcy  of  reduction,  and  there- 
fait  they  go  to  a  man  for  the  former.    He  (Mr. 


y.)  waa  surprised  to  see  gentlemen  from  the 
Soath  drawn  into  a  scheme  for  the  support  of 
the  high  tariff  policy. 

fMr.  Masos,  of  Ohio,  here  called  Mr.  V.  to 
order  for  making  personal  reflections ;  and  the 
Chaib  decided  that  Mr.  Y.  was  not  oat  of  order.] 

Mr.  Y.  sud  he  had  not  made,  nor  did  he  in- 
tend to  make,  any  personal  reflections.  Gentle- 
men were,  no  doubt,  pare  and  patriotic  in  Uie 
coarse  they  were  takmg;  but  he  surely  had  a 
right  to  say  that  the  gentlemen  who  represented 
high  tariff  districts  knew  best  what  they  were 
about;  that  this  miserable  and  demoralizing 
scheme  of  distribution  would  serve  long  and 
copiously  to  oil  their  spindles,  and  give  new 
impetus  to  their  shuttles,  whilst  its  effect  would 
be  any  thing  but  benigrnant  npon  the  Southern 
planting  States.  He  had  a  right  to  say,  and  he 
would  say,  that  this  plan  of  distribution  number 
two  exhibited  an  amalgamation  of  differing  par- 
ties, and  that  some  opposed  to  a  taim,  and 
others  in  favor  of  a  high  tariff,  were  here  now 
found  in  a  most  unnatural  union.  Year  after 
year  had  the  high  ultra-tariff  party  in  former 
years  addressed  to  yon  the  horse-leech  cry  of 
"  Give,  give  us  more  protection."  TTje  general 
sentiment  of  the  country  now  is,  that  they  had 
l)een  most  inordinate  and  unreasonable  in  their 
demandsfor  protection.  Their  cupidity  had  well 
nigh  dissolved  the  Union.  Their  own  laws  and 
their  own  measures  had  swelled  your  revenues 
much  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government ; 
and  now  they  found  themselves  in  a  position 
of  much  peril.  He  could  not  say  that  he  was 
destitute  of  all  sympathy  for  them,  as  the  man- 
ufacturing interest  in  his  district  was  a  very 
important  one.  It  embraced  many  gentiemen 
for  whom  he  had  a  high  regard.  Still  he  must 
and  would  repeat  what  he  had  said  shortly  after 
the  commencement  of  this  session,  that  if  the 
alternative  were  presented  to  him,  "Bringdown 
your  revenue  at  once  to  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  perpetuate  this  policy  of  distribn- 
tion,"  he  would  not  hesitate  to  go  for  reduc- 
tion. If  gentlemen  would  not  pass  the  land 
bill,  if  they  would  not  do  any  thing  to  terminate 
the  evil  of  a  plethoric  Treasury,  and  avert  the 
evils  inseparable  from  perpetual  distribution, 
they  leave  us,  who  deprecate  those  evils,  no 
option ;  we  must  go  at  the  tariff,  and  strive  to 
bring  it  down  to  the  wants  of  the  Government. 
Was  there  any  gontieman  here  of  such  super- 
ficial vision  as  not  to  be  able  to  see  that  the 
present  movement  was  an  effort  to  fix  perma- 
nently on  the  country,  by  the  seductive  feature 
of  distribution,  a  rate  of  taxation  far  beyond 
the  necessary  wants  of  tiie  Government  f 

Mr.  McCoMAS  rose  and  addressed  the  Speaker. 
He  said  that  heretofore  he  had  remained  silent 
in  this  debate,  and  thought  it  was  better  to  act 
upon  the  question  than  to  waste  the  precious 
time  of  the  House  in  fhiitless  discussion.  But 
from  the  gratuitous  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Yamdebpobl)  he  felt  him- 
self compelled,  in  defence  of  himself  and  those 
whom  he  acted  with  upon  this  question,  to 
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make  a  few  remarks.  The  gentleman  seems  to 
feel  a  deep  concern  for  the  interest  of  our  con- 
stitnents.  He  thinks  tbej  are  misrepresented 
upon  this  floor.  Mr.  MoC.  said  ho  had  no  doaht 
bat  that  his  constituents  wcold  feel  under  last- 
ing obligations  to  that  honorable  gentleman  for 
his  kind  interposition,  for  his  able  and  manly 
defence  of  their  interest  on  this  floor.  If  they 
did  not,  he  should  think  it  base  ingratitnde,  as 
the  honorable  member  was,  out  of  the  auper- 
abondance  of  his  kindness  to  them,  compelled, 
as  a  matter  of  necessity,  to  misrepresent  his 
own  constitnents.  He  said  this  generous  disin- 
terestedness could  not  fail  to  meet  its  reward  in 
the  approbation  of  a  grateftal  and  generous  peo- 
ple. Mr.  MoC.  sud  he  would  assure  the  gentle- 
man that  that  was  the  character  of  the  people 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent  here. 

The  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to  be  struck 
with  horror  at  the  idea  of  Southern  gentlemen 
voting  for  this  bill.  He  has  exhibited  the  tariff^ 
in  its  most  frightful  form,  to  their  imaginations, 
and  gravely  inquires  if  it  is  the  policy  of  South- 
era  gentlemen  to  rivet  a  protecting  tariff  on  the 
Sonth.  Mr.  MoC.  said  this  scarecrow  had  been 
too  recently  dug  from  its  grave  to  inspire  him 
with  any  terror.  He  thought  the  veil  of  the 
gentleman  was  too  thin  to  conceal  his  true 
course  from  the  gaze  of  the  Southern  people. 
The  South  was  not  so  completely  harnessed  in 
party  shackles,  as  to  be  rallied  by  this  war- 
whoop,  to  make  a  common  caase  against  the 
passage  of  this  biU.  They  have  been  too  long 
fed  by  empty  professions.  They  look  upon  this 
question  in  a  sober  light;  they  say  to  these 
fHendly  gentlemen  of  the  North,  whose  bm*den 
of  song  is  free  trade  and  a  reduction  of  duties, 
why  is  this  measure  not  effected  1  What  pre- 
vents the  passage  of  a  law  to  that  effect  ?  Has 
not  the  administration  a  minority  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress?  Is  it  not  m  their  power 
at  any  moment  to  take  up  that  subject  in  prefer- 
ence to  all  others!  Sir,  it  is  too  plain,  this 
pulse  feeler,  or  tub  to  the  whale,  will  not  do. 

Mr.  MoC.  said  the  bill  for  redaction  had  been 
inteodnced  at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  and 
bad  been  quietly  sleeping  on  the  table  to  the 
present  time ;  tJie  p^ple  in  the  South  idl  this 
time  anxiously  waiting  to  see  the  action  of  Con- 
gress upon  the  subject.  Where  was  the  real 
of  the  gentleman  for  the  Sonth  all  this  time  ? 
Sh-,  it  slept  upon  the  table  with  the  bilL  How 
can  we  account  for  the  new-born  zeal  of  the 
gentleman,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  night,  to  wish 
to  have  appended  to  that  bill  a  bill  ripping  up 
and  changing  the  whole  tariff  laws  of  the  coun- 
try ?  Does  that  gentleman  think  that  a  ques- 
tion so  complex  in  its  natnre,  and  combining 
sndi  a  variety  of  interests  as  the  subject  of  the 
tariff^  can  be  adjusted  in  fifteen  minutes.  Mr. 
MoC.  said  that  this  subject  might  be  plain  to 
the  mind  of  that  gentleman,  yet  he  confessed  it 
was  one  of  great  difficulty  to  him,  and  he  was 
not^  prepared  to  vote  npon  a  bill  making  such 
radical  changes  in  the  settled  policy  of  the 
wrantry,  without  hearing  it  amply  discussed,  in 


all  its  bearings.  And  no  man  conld  beUere 
that  a  measure  of  such  magnitude  could  be 
properly  matured  at  this  late  period  of  the  im- 
siou ;  nor  did  he  believe  that  it  was  ever  in- 
tended to  be  discussed  or  passed  this  setaoa. 

[Here  Mr.  OAxaxKucsa  interrupted  Mr. 
MoCoKAS,  and  said  that,  from  the  extraordi- 
nary course  of  the  present  Congress,  be  hid 
not  been  able  to  have  the  q>propriation  billi 
acted  on.] 

Mr.  McCoMAs  replied  that  the  admiiustrttioii 
held  the  destinies  of  all  these  matters  in  their 
own  hands,  and  could  give  them  any  directioo 
they  pleased.  The  Southern  people  would  be 
amused  when  they  came  to  learn  that  their 
zealous  advocate  for  State  rights  and  a  strict 
oonstroction  of  the  constitution,  and  for  a  re- 
duction of  the  tarifil  avowed  himself^  at  the 
same  time,  a  representative  of  a  tariff  district 
It  seems  to  me  the  honorable  gentlemao  has 
over-cropped  himself.  He  will  find  it  a  diffi- 
cult matter  to  look  both  ways  at  the  same  time. 
To  use  a  homely  figure,  he  reminds  me  of  the 
Indian  who  complained  that  he  often  suffered 
from  cold  because  his  blanket  was  too  short. 
When  he  covered  his  head  his  feet  were  naked, 
and  when  he  covered  his  feet,  his  head  was 
naked.  So,  sir,  upon  the  whole,  I  think  the 
honorable  member  had  better  attend  strictly  to 
the  interest  of  his  own  constituents,  and  leave 
the  interests  of  other  people  to  their  represent- 
atives. 

The  gentleman  has  said  that  we  are  tanng 
the  people  for  distribution.  This  appears  to  be 
a  talismanio  word  with  those  gentlemen  vho 
wish  to  keep  the  money.  Mr.  McC.  denied  that 
one  dollar  of  the  snrplns  money  was  raised  by 
taxation.  It  was  from  the  sale  of  property.  It 
was  from  the  sale  of  public  lands,  the  common 
property  of  the  people  of  all  the  States.  He 
sua  it  had  not  occurred,  he  supposed,  to  those 
wise  lecturers,  that  the  customs  fat  the  last 
three  years  had  not  pmd  the  expenses  of  the 
Government,  or  any  thing  like  it ;  and  but  for 
the  extraordinary  sales  of  the  public  lands,  we 
should  not  have  one  surplus  dollar  in  the  Treas- 
ury, but,  on  the  contrary,  we  should  have  beei 
bainkmpt  And  yet  we  are  continually  t(dd,n 
we  divide  ont  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  people,  it  is  levying  a  tax  npM 
them.  Sir,  if  putting  money  in  the  peoples 
pockets  is  taxing  them,  then  they  will  not  be 
apt  to  complain  ofthe  burdens  of  taxation.  The 
fond  aocrning  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  has, 
in  my  judgment,  been  improperly  put  into  the 
National  Treasury.  Mr.  MoC.  said  he  belie'Wi 
it  was  a  direct  violation  of  the  deed  of  cession, 
made  by  Virginia  to  the  Federal  Government 
By  that  deed,  it  wiU  be  seen  that  aU  the  land 
that  remained  unsold,  after  the  objects  of  w 
grant  had  been  complied  witli,  was  to  be  the 
common  property  of  all  the  States,  VttgaM 
inclusive. 

To  call  upon  the  States  for  the  money  depos- 
ited with  them  would  be  a  ruinous  pouoy- 
Many  States  have  already  embarked  in  «" 
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taosiTd  works  <^  internal  improvement  upon 
'  the  fiaStt.  and  credit  of  that  moner — improve- 
ments that  are  opening  a  thonaand  avenues  to 
wealth  and  prosperity,  and  will  enable  these 
local  oommnnities   to  develop  their  ftill  re- 
woroeB ;  and  to  call  for  that  money  now  wonld 
be  political  madness,  and  few  men  would  like 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  snch  a  measnre. 
Gentlemen  make  long  and  labored  argnments 
to  proye,  what  nobody  denies,  that  Congress 
may  repeal  the  compromise  act.    Sir,  I  am  not 
in  favor  of  collecting  more  revenue  than  is 
wanted  for  an  economical  administration  of  the 
Goyemment ;  yet,  in  bring^g  the  Government 
to  tftat  standariS,  some  respect  shonld  be  paid 
to  the  great  and  leading  interests  of  the  conn- 
tay ;  to  the  time  and  manner  this  thing  should 
be  done :  and,  sir,  without  a  more  nrgent  ne- 
oeaeity  than  now  exists,  we  shonld  await  the 
operation  of  the  compromise  bilL     Sir,  the 
foandation  of  this  Qoremment  was  laid  deep 
In  the  principles  of  compromise.   The  some  ele- 
ments of  discord  existed  at  the  formation  of  the 
Federal  Ck)venunent  that  exist  now.    The  con- 
stitation  was  formed  by  mutnal  concession  of 
aU  parties;  and,  to  be  administered  fairly,  it 
nrast  be  done  in  the  same  spirit.    Sir,  it  cannot 
be  forgotten  that  this  Glovenunent,  in  the  coarse 
of  its  administration,  called  Northern  capital 
from  the  ocean,  and  compelled  its  owners  to 
employ  it  npon  land ;  and  by  a  series  of  legis- 
lation, whether  right  or  wrong,  in  some  meas- 
ure plighted  the  faith  of  the  Qovemment  to 
that  policy.    Sir,  the  painful  controversy  be- 
tween the  Nortii  and  the  South  npon  this  ques- 
tion is  fi-esh  in  the  recollection  of  this  House — 
a  controversy  that  shook  this  confederacy  to  its 
centre ;  yes,  sir,  a  controversy  that  threatened 
a  dissolution  of  this  Union,  and  the  arraying 
brother  against  brother  in  deadly  and  mort^ 
combat — an  event  that  every  trembling  patriot 
must  have  regarded  as  the  funeral  knell  of  de- 


Mr.  1*iokehs  said  he  came  from  a  State  which 
would  be  affected  very  little  by  either  ratio  of 
dSstribntion  that  might  be  adopted;  it  made 
very  Uttle  difference  to  South  Carolina  what 
ratio  of  distribution  might  be  established.  Her 
combined  representation  in  both  Houses  bears 
neariy  the  same  proportion  to  the  combined 
rq)re8entation  of  all  the  States,  as  her  repre- 
toitation  in  this  Honse  bears  to  the  whole  rcp- 
lesentatioa  here.  Bat  he,  (Mr.  P.,)  if  he  gave 
any  opinion  on  the  subject,  was  bound  to  con- 
fess tnat  he  considered  that  ratio  which  had 
been  adopted  last  year  a  more  just  and  equita- 
ble one  than  the  ratio  now  proposed  to  be  made 
hj  this  amendment,  according  to  the  represen- 
t^ion  on  this  floor  alone.  It  ought  to  be 
b<»ne  in  mind  that  the  revenue  to  be  distrib- 
uted did  not  accrue  from  direct  taxation;  on 
tte  contrary,  it  was  a  fund  principally  derived 
from  the  sale  of  lands.  Mr.  P.  did  not  consider 
that  branch,  strictly  and  technically  speaking, 
pabUc  revenue ;  at  least,  it  did  not  arise  iV'om 
ttzation,  because  those  persons  who  had  paid 
TofuXOL— SI  . 


this  money  had  received  a  full  equivalent  for 
the  same ;  there  was  a  quid  pro  quo  on  both 
sides ;  and  this  was  not  taxation,  it  was  a  sale; 
the  parties  therefore  from  whom  this  money 
was  derived  had  not  been  taxed.  He  (Mr.  P.) 
had  heard  it  urged  that  those  States  where 
public  lands  were  sold,  raised  immense  revenue, 
as  if  it  were  a  burden ;  whereas,  their  people 
had  received  a  full  consideration  for  all  the  ■ 
money  they  had  paid  into  the  Treasury.  His 
was  important  to  be  considered.  Now,  in  de- 
termining the  ratio  of  distribntioa  or  deposit  of 
funds  thus  derived,  it  would  be  difficult  to  fix 
any  ratio  exactly  equal.  But  he  (Mr.  P.)  was 
most  willing — nay,  he  was  most  anxious — to 
adopt  that  ratio  which  came  nearest  to  strict 
justice ;  and  it  certainly  appeared  to  him  that 
the  ratio  based  upon  the  mere  ground  of  repre- 
sentation in  this  House  was  not  the  most  justy 
because  the  fond  was  derived  not  from  direct 
taxation,  but  from  sales  of  public  lands  and 
imposts.  According  to  the  most  generally  re- 
ceived doctrine,  fbut  which  was  not  strictly 
true,)  import  duties  were  paid  according  to 
consumption,  and  consumption  was  according 
to  popmation.  In  this  point  of  view,  a  distri- 
bution according  to  representation  in  tnis  Honse 
would  exclude  two-fifths  of  a  certain  class  of 
our  population  in  a  certain  section  of  this 
Union,  and  would  not  do  justice.  But,  further, 
it  was  well  known  that  in  certain  States  there 
had  been  a  la^  increase  of  population  since  the 
last  census.  For  instance,  there  were  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Illi- 
nois, Indiana,  and  Michigan :  some  of  these 
States  had  doubled  their  population,  and  more 
justice  would  be  done  them  by  the  combined 
ratio  than  the  single.  The  ratio  of  both  Houses 
combined  would  approach  nearer  Justice  than 
any  other  we  could  adopt. 

The  funds  raised  from  the  sale  of  pnblio  lands 
were  strictly  trust  funds ;  and  this  Govemment 
was  created  a  trustee  under  the  grants  of  terri- 
tory from  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Car- 
olina, and  other  States,  which  were,  to  a  great 
extent,  limitations  on  the  trust  power.  The 
act  ceding  these  lands  is  in  these  words :  "  That 
the  said  lands  shall  be  considered  as  a  common 
fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States  as  have, become  or  shall  become 
members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance 
of  said  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to 
their  usual  respective  portions  of  the  general 
charge  and  expenditure;  and  shall  be  faith- 
fully and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose, 
and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

Mr.  P.  then  maintained  tnat  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Government,  after  all  demands  agtdnst  it 
were  satisfied,  to  deposit  the  surplus  remaining, 
so  that  the  States  should  receive  the  "  use  "  and 
"  benefit,"  as  far  as  possible,  intended  by  those 
States  originally  ceding  the  lands.  He  con- 
tended that  it  was  not  only  sound  policy,  bnt 
our  duty.  The  question  as  to  a  deposit  of  the 
surplus  revenue,  was  one  between  the  safety 
and  propriety  of  State  corporation^  selected  as 
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depodt  banks,  kdA.  the  States  themselves ;  and 
how  any  gentleman  conld  hesitate  between  the 
two  systems,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive.  The 
one  system  gave  ns  the  unknown  and  danger- 
ons  power  of  banks,  the  other  the  faith  and  the 
stability  of  the  States ;  and,  whatever  benefit 
might  arise,  the  citizens  of  llie  States  could  re- 
ceive it,  instead  of  corporations  with  ezdosive 


Mr.  Peasce,  of  Rhode  Island,  rose  and  said 
he  thought  it  necessary  for  every  gentleman  to 
exercise  a  litUo  philosophy  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. Ho  (Mr.  P.)  had  voted  generally  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  fi-om  New  York,  (Mr. 
'  Yakdkbpoel,)  but  he  had  not  entered  into  col- 
lision with  any  one  in  the  vote  he  had  given. 
He  thought  it  did  not  come  with  good  grace 
from  New  York  to  oppose  this  bill,  on  the 
ground  that  Rhode  Island,  Delaware,  and  other 
small  States,  received  a  small  fraction  more 
than  they  were  entitled  to.  He  confessed  it 
was  not,  perhaps,  pleasant  to  come  from  a  small 
State ;  for,  if  it  gained  a  little  but  once  in  a 
hundred  years,  tiiere  was  no  end  to  the  re- 

§  roaches  made  on  that  account.  Mr.  P.  asked 
'  it  was  fwr  and  liberal  in  New  York  not  to  be 
satisfied  t  New  York  might  be  called  the  ruling 
city ;  there  they  generally  had  seven  or  eight 
millions  on  hand,  of  which  they  were  always 
receiving  the  benefit,  and  yet  they  were  not 
satisfied.  And  yet  it  might  be  shown  that  New 
York  had  received  nearlyseven  millions  more 
than  it  was  entitled  to.  When  he  (Mr.  P.)  saw 
that  great  State  arrayed  to  deprive  the  small 
States  of  the  little  wMoh  they  received,  he  felt 
himself  called  upon  to  lift  up  his  voice  against 
it.  He  Qir.  P.)  had  voted  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Bkll,)  because  he  was  not  willing  to  record  the 
idea  tiiat  there  would  be  a  snipTus  revenue  to 
divide  among  the  States ;  he  did  not  wish  to 

give  an  argument  in  favor  of  a  bill  which  his 
onorablo  friend  from  New  York  (Mr.  Ca]£Bbs- 
ixsq)  had  called  a  free  trade  bill ;  he  did  not 
wish  to  see  that  bill  introduced ;  but,  if  there 
should  be  a  surplus  to  divide,  it  might  be  pro- 
vided for  by  a  bill  afterwards,  to  be  brought  in 
for  that  purpose ;  and  then,  in  such  an  event, 
he  dionld  go  upon  the  ground  that  it  ought  to 
be  divided  according  to  the  ratio  of  the  States, 
and  not  upon  the  ratio  of  the  representation  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  Dehst,  in  reply  to  the  observations  of 
Mr.  Vandkhpoel,  observed  that  he  (Mr.  Vah- 
derpokl)  had  not  pointed  out  who  were  the 
true  horse-leeches,  crying  "give,  give."  He 
contended  it  was  not  the  States  to  which  this 
appellation  ought  to  be  applied,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  the  banks.  They  had  the  money 
for  their  benefit ;  among  them  it  was  distrib- 
uted, and  the  country  called  upon  them  to  dis- 
gorge. They  were  the  true  leeches ;  they  held 
•on;  and  if  gentlemen  voted  in  the  views  of 
that  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Yaiisebpoel,) 
they  would  still  be  permitted  to  hold  on.  We 
.are  (said  Mf  .  D.)  in  possession  of  a  surplus  which 


is  not  derived  from  revenae,  bnt  ttoca  the  safe 
of  the  public  lands.  The  honorable  gentleman ' 
(Mr.  Yandebpoel)  alleges  that  the  distribntioB 
of  this  surplus  among  the  States  will  have  a 
most  ruinous  tendency  ;  it  will  make  the  Umao 
a  mere  rope  of  sand.  These  he  (Mr.  D.)  thought 
extraordinary  arguments ;  we  shall  live  over 
all  this ;  the  danger  which  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman threatens  is  not  to  be  apprehended; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  great  danger  is  to  be  ^>- 
prehended  if  such  a  surplus  is  left  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Government,  to  be  loaned  out  at  it* 
pleasure  to  banks  in  every  section  of  the  conn- 
try,  thus  enabling  the  Government  to  exenase 
a  control  over  all  parts  of  the  Union,  of  an  ex- 
tent and  of  an  intensity  without  parallel  in  any 
country  in  the  world.  But  the  honorable  gra- 
tleman,  (Mr.  Yaxdebpoel,)  instead  of  going 
into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  placing  these 
things  iu  their  true  light,  has  adopted  a  difier- 
ent  course,  and  has  contented  himself  with 
passing  in  review  the  different  votes  which  have 
been  given  by  diflferent  gentlemen  on  this  ques- 
tion. Why  is  this?  why  has  he  not  r^er 
discossed  the  real  merits  of  the  question  t  In- 
stead of  the  merits  of  the  case,  he  has  brouight 
into  the  field  the  feelings  of  genUemen,  as  if  \i» 
better  to  operate  by  an  appeal  to  feelings  rather 
than  to  argument.  He  (Mr.  Yandebpoel)  has 
spoken  of  the  horse-leech,  and  has  character- 
ized by  this  appellation  his  own  constitnent& 
Let  them  judge  for  themselves  how  far  they 
merit  the  term.  To  him  it  appeared  New  York 
was  more  deserving  the  term  than  any  other 
section  of  the  coontry ;  for,  out  of  twenty-two 
millions  fhjm  the  customs,  New  York  received 
thirteen  millions,  which  was  paid  there ;  and 
who,  then,  he  would  ask,  was  the  horse-leedit 
Mr.'  RoBEBTBON  said  he  would  not  be  so  un- 
reasonable as  to  detain  the  House  at  that  lata 
hour.  He  rose  merely  to  make  his  acknowl- 
edgments to  the  gentieman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  YANDEBPOEt,)  who  had  so  kindly  under- 
taken to  represent  the  State  of  Yirginia.  The 
gentleman  had  only  followed  the  example  el 
the  State  from  whence  he  came,  in  taking  the 
old  Commonwealth  under  his  especial  protec- 
tion ;  and,  as  one  of  her  representatives,  (saM 
Mr.  R.,)  I  feel  myself  bound,  with  all  due  hu- 
mility, to  acknowledge  the  favor.  Those  whom 
she  has  confided  in  to  represent  her,  it  seeing 
have  mistaken  her  interest  and  their  own  duty. 
We  have  been  outwitted,  the  gentieman  tells 
ns ;  gulled  by  a  Yankee  trick  into  the  support 
of  a  measure  which  will  fasten  upon  our  con- 
stituents the  present  ruinous  tari£  The  North- 
em  genUemen  very  consistentiy  urge  a  distri- 
bution of  the  surplus,  in  order  (says  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York)  to  prevent  ti»e  success  of 
any  plan  for  reducing  the  revenue  and  dimin- 
ishing the  high  rate  of  duties ;  and  we  of  the 
South,  who  vote  with  them,  are  the  dupes  of 
their  superior  cunning.  Sir,  the  gentleman 
himself  is  entitied  to  great  credit  for  his  own 
wonderful  acuteness,  which  enables  him  so 
clearly  to  see  through  the  designs  of  theae  vet/ 
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sagacious  politicians ;  and  it  is  kind  in  him  to 
apprise  as  of  onr  danger.  I  should  like  to  have 
heard  him  assign  the  reasons  why  New  York, 
some  years  past,  so  much  in  favor  of  distribut- 
ing the  snrplna,  is  now  so  decidedly  opposed  to 
it.  The  true  reason  might  perhaps  be  found  to 
he  th^  having  always  a  very  large  share  of  the 
public  funds,  she  gains  more  by  keeping  what 
she  has  than  by  coming  into  a  fair  division. 
But,  without  attempting  to  account  for  the 
motives  which  influence  others,  I  will  very 
frankly  tell  the  gentleman  the  reasons  that  in- 
duce me  to  vote  for  a  distribution.  Sir,  it  is 
with  no  view,  as  he  would  insinuate,  of  keep- 
ing vp  the  present  tariff,  but  with  a  view  to 
counteract  it.  Is  it  to  be  endured  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kew  York,  who  belongs  to  the 
dominant  megority — to  that  party  which  pro- 
fesses so  strong  an  interest  ror  the  South,  and 
so  much  hostility  to  this  tariff — should  taunt 
Sontiiiem  gentlemen  of  the  minority  with  a  de- 
rign  to  co-operate  with  the  North  in  keeping 
it  up  ?  If  he  and  his  party  are  sincere  in  their 
professions,  why  have  they,  who  wield  the 
whole  power  of  legislation,  permitted  the  South 
so  long  to  beplundered  by  this  unjust  system  of 
taxation?  why  suffer  it  to  oppress  us  for  a 
day,  when  they  have  the  power  at  any  moment 
to  repeal  itt  Why  has  the  scheme  of  reduc- 
tion proposed  during  the  present  session  been 
permitted,  until  this  late  aay,  to  slumber  upon 
the  table.* 
i  Sir,  it  is  because  we  have  no  confidence  in 

I  tiieir  professions  that  we  are  compelled  to  take 
the  only  means  left  us  for  redress,  by  restoring 
to  the  people  of  the  South  what  this  democratic 
majority  conlannes  to  exact  frt>m  them.  It  is 
this  oonmderation — ^the  conviction  that  the  sur- 
plus revenue,  whether  derived  ftx>m  the  sales  of 
the  pubHo  property  or  from  the  operation  of  an 
oppresave  ana  unconstitutional  tariff,  belongs 
to  the  people,  and  would  be  worse  than  wasted 
by  being  left  to  the  disposal  of  this  Qovernment 
— that  mdnced  me  to  support  the  proposition 
last  year  for  distributing  it.  Upon  the  same 
principles,  unUl  the  ruling  party  shall  reduce 
the  tuifi^  or  take  some  effectual  method  for 
limiting  tiie  revenues  to  the  just  wants  of  the 
Oovermnent,  I  will  vote  for  a  distribution ;  I 
call  it  a  distribution,  because  in  truth  no  one 
expects  a  dollar  will  ever  be  called  for  by  this 
Government.  Only  consider,  sir,  what  would 
have  been  our  present  condition,  had  the  act 
of  the  last  session  not  been  passed.  We  found 
in  Uie  Treasury,  on  the  first  day  of  January  last, 
an  unexpended  balance  of  about  fourteen  millions 
renuuntng  of  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  last  year ;  about  six  millions  more  it 
is  thought  remained  unexpended,  in  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  disbursing  ofScers.  We  distrib- 
ntea  among  the  States  about  thirty-seven  mil- 
lions, makmg,  t(^ther,  about  fifty-seven  mil- 
lions ;  add  to  this  the  estimated  amount  of  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury  during  the  current 
year,  and  you  would  have  had  an  aggrejnte 
sum  <tf  ninety  or  one  hundred  mUlious  <^  dol- 


lars, perhaps  even  more,  to  be  disposed  of  at 
the  present  session.  What,  sir,  should  we  liave 
done  with  it?  We  appropriated,  last  year, 
about  twenty  millions  more  than  could  be  ex- 
pended. Should  we  have  been  called  upon  still 
to  increase  our  extravagant  and  enormous  ap- 
propriations to  accumula^  still  larger  balances? 
Yes,  sir ;  and  then  we  should  have  applied  all 
that  could  not  be  wasted  in  useless  fortifica- 
tions, splendid  custom-houses,  high  salaries, 
and  corrupt  jobs  of  every  sort,  to  carry  on  an 
uqjust  system  of  internal  improvements  in  the 
Northeni  and  Western  Stat^  from  which  tie 
Southern  people  would,  as  usual,  have  derived 
little  or  no  benefit  Sir,  it  is  true,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  says,  the  people  of  the 
South  have  been  gulled ;  they  have  been  gulled 
with  promises  of  retrenchment  long  enough, 
while  suffering  from  the  oppressive  exactions 
of  this  Government,  and  have  at  length,  I  trusL 
awakened  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  rights  and 
of  their  interest. 

Mr.  Hoar  proceeded  to  show  that  he  did  not 
advocate  taxation  for  the  sake  of  distribution ; 
that  man,  he  thought,  would  deserve  a  straight 
laoket,  who  would  think  of  such  a  thing ;  but 
he  viewed  this  money,  not  as  the  proceeds  of 
taxation,  for  it  came  from  the  sale  of  lands,  not 
from  taxes  of  any  kind  imposed  upon  the  peo- 
ple. Mr.  H.  concluded  by  laying  down  this 
proposition:  that  of  all  curses  which  can  be 
inflicted  upon  a  country,  a  course  of  legislation 
characterized  by  sudden  changes,  compelling 
the  citizens  frequently  to  change  their  pursuit* 
and  employment,  is  the  greatest  curse ;  this  be 
held  to  be  a  proposition  which  no  one  could 
deny.  The  reverse  of  this  is  the  side  of  the 
bread  on  which  the  butter  lies. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing 
to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Maitn,  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  OAHBBKLKiia  then  submitted  the  follow- ' 
ing  proposition,  by  way  of  amendment  to  Mr. 
Bell's  amendment,  which  be  said  he  would 
do  without  one  word  of  debate : 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  Slst 
of  December  next,  in  all  cases  where  duties  are  im- 
posed on  foreign  imports  by  the  act  of  the  14th  of 
July,  1882,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  or  by  any 
other  act,  which  shall  exceed  20  per  centum  on 
the  value  thereof,  one-third  part  of  such  excess  shall 
be  deducted  ;  from  and  after  the  80th  of  June,  1838, 
one-half  of  the  residue  of  such  excess  shall  be  de- 
ducted ;  and  on  the  80th  of  December,  1888,  the 
other  half  shall  be  deducted ;  any  thing  in  the  act  of 
the  2d  of  March,  1833,  to' the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. 

Sic.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  80th  September  next,  the  duty  on  salt  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  Bkll  raised  the  point  of  order  whether 
such  a  proposition,  being  of  a  distinct  and  sub- 
stantive character,  in  no  way  analogons  either 
with  the  bill  or  the  amendment,  oonld   be 
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moved;  and,  also,  that  it  was  the  same  as  a 
bill  already  before  tihe  Hoose. 

The  Ohaib  (temporarilT'  oooupied  by  Mr. 
Bsioes)  decided  against  the  point,  on  the 
ground  that  the  amendment  was  not  the  same 
as  the  bill  in  qaeation. 

Mr.  Oaksbkueno  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naya 
on  the  adoption  of  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Mbkoib  tlien  took  an  appeal  fWnn  the 
decision  of  the  Otuur  that  the  amendment  was 
In  order. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  ^>peal,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  94,  naysjBY. 

So  the  House  reversed  tJie  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

The  qneation  then  reoorred  on  the  amend- 
ment, as  amended. 

The  question  was  tbea  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
aa  amended  by  Mr.  Bell,  and  decided  in  the 
tifiBrmative— yeas  110,  nays  84. 

So  the  amendment  was  conoorred  in. 

Mr.  Patton  said  he  desired  to  say  a  few 
words  before  the  question  was  taken,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  the  principles  of  the 
dep<Mit  aclj  but  for  the  puri>ose  of  explaining 
distinctly  the  grounds  of  the  vote  he  was  about 
to  give,  and  which  might  perhaps  otherwise  be 
misunderstood.  I  was  one  of  those,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, (said  Mr.  P.,)  who  aealonaly  and  strenuously 
supported  the  bill  of  the  last  session,  directing 
the  deposit  of  the  surplus  revenue  with  the 
States.  I  considered  it  and  intended  it  bona 
fide  as  a  deposit,  and  not  as  a  distribution ;  and 
in  that  point  of  view,  and  looking  to  the  actual 
circumstances  in  which  we  were  placed,  I  then 
thought  it  a  most  salutary,  neoessary,  and  con- 
stitutional measure.  I  have  seen  nothing  and 
heard  nothing  which  has  at  all  shaken  my  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  of  that  law ;  concurring 
folly  in  the  denunciations  against  any  system 
of  raising  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distribu- 
tion as  inexpedient,  uqjnst,  and  unconstitutional, 
I  am  utterly  unable  to  comprehend  the  force  or 
justice  of  the  effort  which  is  made  to  i4>ply 
uiese  denunciations  to  a  measure  which  pro- 
poses to  depout  with  the  States  that  revenue 
which  has  been  unnecessarily  token  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  which  it  Is  found  impos- 
aible  to  expend,  even  by  the  most  liberal  appro- 

S nations  of  every  kind,  and  which,  if  not  thus 
eposited,  must  remain  deposited  with  numer- 
ous banks,  and  the  benefit  of  this  common  prop- 
erty of  the  whole,  iu  the  shape  of  interest,  dis- 
counts, &c.,  be  employed  by  those  immediately 
interested  in  those  institutions,  iT"tf,<Mw1  of  being 
placed  in  such  a  situation,  under  the  conti^ 
of  the  Legislatures  of  each  State,  that  the  ben- 
efits and  advantages  of  these  funds,  unneces- 
sarily and  improperly  drawn  from  the  people, 
may  be,  to  eome  extent,  and  to  a  very  consid- 
erable extent,  difitised  among  those  ftom  whom 
it  was  improperly  taken.  All  the  declamation 
which  has  been  written  and  spoken,  all  the 
apprehensions  which  have  been  expressed  as  to 
the  danger  of  oormptlDg  the  people  and  the 


States,  and  laying  them  prostrate  at  the  foot- 
stool of  this  Government,  are  bugbean  vbicl 
do  not  friffhten  me  in  the  least  I  have,  tber» 
fore,  no  difficulty  whatever  in  snstainiog  tk 
principle  of  the  deposit  act,  and  renewiig  it! 
provisioDB  for  the  disposition  of  a  sarpins,  whidi 
accumidatea  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  1  cai 
make  to  repeal  or  modify  those  unjust  and  (f- 
pressive  laws  by  which  this  surplus  is  raised, 
It  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  best  possible  ^"i- 
tion  that  can  be  made  of  snch  a  surplus.  Whik 
these  are  my  opinions,  I  have  votea  against  da 
introduction  of  the  amendment  proposed  b;  tiie 
gentieman  from  Tennessee  to  this  bill  I  thiii 
it  an  inappropriate  place  for  the  law.  Ibis  ii 
a  bill  making  the  regular  and  ordinary  appro- 
priations for  the  completing  and  armament  of 
our  fort^cations.  It  is  strictly  an  i^ropmr 
tion  bill ;  and  the  practice  is  veir  irregmWiUiJ 
will  be  productive  of  great  oonfumon  and  mil- 
chief  in  our  l^^ation,  if  subjects  so  ipcoii- 
gruouB,  measures  so  various  and  inoonasteil 
with  each  other,  shall  be  jumbled  together,  id 
especially  if  the  ordinary  and  annual  approprii- 
tion  bills  shall  be  made  the  bads  on  whiu  to 

Silo  acts  of  original  legislation,  distinct  and  ia- 
ependent  of  uie  annual  provisians  for  aatia^- 
ing  demands  created  by  past  and  pennanent 
laws.  This  is  one  reason  for  my  votmg  ^ain^ 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  bm 
Tennessee.  I  had  a  farther  olgeciioD:  tbe 
present  Congress  goes  out  of  existence  in  a  k* 
days ;  before  the  emergency  contemplated  br 
the  amendment  can  exist,  a  new  Coogres  viU 
have  assembled.  As  yet,  it  is  uncertain  wbedier 
there  will  be  any  surplus ;  and  it  will  be  time 
enough,  when  Congress  meets  here  next  De- 
cember, to  dispose  of  the  sur]dns,  if  it  shall 
thea  exist,  as  that  Congress  may  think  I'ig^ 

The  question  was  then  taken  <ffi  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, 112  to  70,  as  follows : 

Ykas.— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  CWlton  Allan,  it- 
man  AUen,  Anthony,  BaUey,  Bell,  Bond,  Booo, 
Borden,  Bouldln,  Brigga,  Bnnch,  Jdm  OJhomi, 
Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Geow  CSiambeB,  Im 
Chambers,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  CUbomo,  Wt, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  CusWng,  DuUngtWi  "J; 
son,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  ETang,  Brerett,  for 
ester,  French,  James  Garland,  Graham,  Grttg". 
Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Haley,  HUand  Hall,  Bud, 
Hardin,  Harian,  Harper,  Samuel  a  Harrison,  Huel- 
tine,  Henderson,  Helster,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hunt,  Hon* 
man,  IngersoU,  WiUiam  Jackson,  Hemy  Jolii»». 
KUgore,  Lane,  IdU>orte,  liairrence,  Lay,  Lo^^  ^ 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Job  Mmin,  Summi 
Mason,  MauryTMcCarty,  McComas,  McKennan,  «a- 
oer,  Montgomery,  Morris,  Parker,  Patton,  Drt«  J- 
Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigre*,  IW. 
PhlUipg,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rendier,  J«^^ 
nolda,  Robertson,  WiUiam  B.  Bhepard,  Aiip** 
H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  SUde,  Slo«ie,  *«»«^~?; 
defer,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutheriand,  Taliaftrto,  W«)i7 
Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Washington,  vm, 
EUdia  WhitUesey,  Thomas  T.  WUttlasey,  M*" 
Williams,  Sherrod  WilUams,  Touw— n8-„       ^, 

Natb.— Messn.   Ash,   Berie,  Bean,  Beanmoim 
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Black,  BoAtA,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bonis,  Ounbraleng, 
CStaney,  Chapman,  Jobn  F.  H.  Claiborne,  CleTaland, 
Cdea,  Cramer,  Onabman,  Dooblcday,  Dromsoole, 
Ihmlai>,  FairfleM,  FI7,  F^iHer,  OholaoD,  Gillet,  Gnat- 
knd,  Jo«ph  Hall,  Haraer,  Hinnegan,  Albert  O. 
Barriaon,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Holt,  HvnUnjgton,  Jarris, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Care  Joluiaon,  KlinKeDimith,  Lan- 
mtg,  Lairier,  Gideon  Lee,  Ijeonard,  Logan,  Loyall, 
Locu,  Abijih  Hann,  Martin,  WUUam  Masim,  McKay, 
McKini,  Moore,  Owens,  Faiks,  Franklin  Pierce,  Knok- 
nej,  JoBejdi  Reynolds,  Roeers,  Schenck,  Seymour, 
Siinn,  ^^kIea,  Smitli,  Thomas,  John  Thomson, 
Toooey,  Tnrrill,  Vandeipod,  Wagoier,  Wardwell, 
Yen— 70. 

So  the  bm  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oajcbbelxno,  the  bill  (Kav- 
ing  been  previoasly  engroesed)  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Bsix,  the  title  of  the  bill 
was  so  amended  as  to  add  to  the  end  the  words 
"  aod  for  other  pnrposee." 


HoHDAT,  February  27. 
Citxl  and  JHplomatie  Appropriation  BiU. 

Tbe  oommittee  then  proceeded  to  the  oon- 
rideration  of  this  bilL 

The  bill,  together  with  the  several  amend- 
ments reportea  thereto  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  l£eans,  having  been  read — 

Mr.  W.  Tboxpson  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inaoting: 

"  For  the  salary  and  oatftt  of  a  diplomatio  agent, 
to  be  forthwith  sent  to  the  independent  Government 
<^  Texas, thomand  dollars. 

"  For  the  expenses  of  numing  a  boandary  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  t£e  independent  Qov- 

ooment  of  Texas, thooaand  doluirs ;  such  line 

to  be  mn  by  commissioners  to  be  ^jpointed  by  the 
United  States  and  the  republic  of  Texas." 

Kr.  T.  said  no  one  cotild  regret  more  than  he 
did  the  vei^  limited  time  that  is  allowed  for 
till*  disenasion.  I  sir,  (said  "Hi.  T.,)  am  in  no 
w^y  responsible  for  it.  My  fault  has  certainly 
not  been  a  want  of  zeal  in  pressing  the  subject 
tipon  Congress.  The  course  of  tUngs  for  die 
vA  tew  weeks  has  been  eminently  mostrative 
and  eharaoteristic.  The  whole  time  of  the 
House  has  been  ooonpied  with  matters  of  purely 
a  personal  or  local  eharacter  in  a  miserable 
eowmble  for  spoils  in  which  all  parties  have 
equally  participated  to  the  exolasicm  of  every 
flung  of  general  importance.  The  question  now 
befi»re  t£e  House  involves,  in  some  sort,  the 
destinies  of  a  young  republic  just  rising  into 
existence,  and  our  own  character  for  justice, 
ooDsistHioy,  and  a  fearless  discharge  of  our 
duties.  It  is  peculiarly  fitting  that  we  should 
btrodnoe  this  young  sister  into  the  great  fiuuily 
«f  nations.  Why  has  it  been  so  long  postponed  t 
Are  gentlemen  afraid  of  the  argument  1    Are 

S  afraid  that  a  spontaneous  burst  of  popular 
usiasm  will  force  them  to  do  that  to  which 
the  ecM,  selfish,  and  sectitHial  feelings  of  poli- 
fidaoBareo^HMedl 


Mr.  Masoit,  of  Ohio,  said:  The  abstract 
right  of  this  Gh>vernment  to  recognize  the 
existence  and  independence  of  foreign  pow- 
ers is  not  denied.  'Whether  the  exercise  of 
this  right  in  any  particular  instance,  can  be 
vindicated  as  just  to  others,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  consistent  with  a  due  r^ard  to  our 
own  interest  and  honor,  is  another  and  very 
different  question.  It  is  also  admitted  to  be  the* 
practice  or  nations,  founded  in  the  necessity  of 
the  thing,  to  treat  with  the  Qovemment  d« 
facto,  established  in  a  country,  without  regard 
to  the  Government  de  jure.  It  is  not  compe- 
tent to  other  powers  to  inquire  into  causes  of 
dispute  between  the  belligerent  parties,  with  a 
view  to  ascert^  which  is  in  the  right,  and  to 
grant  dislangaishing  favors  to  the  one  or  the 
other,  according  to  die  result  of  such  an  inquiry. 

Non-intervention  is  the  cherished  doctrine 
on  which  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
United  States  have  hitherto  practised,  as  evinced 
in  the  conduct  of  both  during  the  civil  war  that 
raged  for  so  many  years  between  Spain  and  her 
provinces  in  this  hemisphere. 

Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  annual  Message  to  Con- 
gress, in  1819,  speaking  of  the  insurrectionont 
struggle  of  the  Spanish  provinces  of  South 
America,  said  that 

"  The  greatest  care  bad  been  taken  to  enforce  the 
laws  intended  to  preserve  an  impartial  neutrality. 
That  a  virtuoos  people  may,  and  would,  confine  them- 
selves within  the  limits  of  a  strict  neutrality."  That 
"  it  was  of  the  highest  importance  to  our  national 
character,  and  indispensable  to  the  morality  of  our 
dtizens,  tiiat  all  violations  of  our  neutrality  Miould  be 
prevented.  No  door  should  be  left  open  for  the  eva- 
sion of  our  laws;  no  opportunity  horded  to  any, 
who  may  be  disp<»ed  to  take  advantage  of  it,  to  00m- 
promit  the  interest  or  the  honor  of  the  nation." 

And,  finally,  he  was  able  to  assure  Congress 
and  the  country  that,  notwithstanding  the  sen- 
sibility and  sympathy  which  were  naturally 
excited  by  such  a  contest — 

"  It  luid  been  the  steady  purpose  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  prevent  that  feeling  leading  to  excess,  and 
that  it  was  very  gratifying  to  Iiave  it  in  Iiis  power  to 
state  that  so  strong  had  been  the  sense,  throughout 
the  whole  country,  of  what  was  due  to  the  diaracter 
and  obligations  of  the  nation,  that  very  few  examples 
of  a  contrary  kind  had  ooooiied." 

■With  these  principles  for  my  guide,  I  jiro- 
pose  very  briefly  to  examine  t^ae  question, 
whether  it  is  the  duty*  of  the  United  States 
now  to  recognixe  Texas  as  an  independent  na- 
tion. Before  the  people  of  Texas  can  rightfully 
invoke  the  interference  of  foreign  powers,  it 
must  be  proved,  not  only  that  they  are  in  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  attributes  of  a  sovereign 
and  Independent  State,  but  also  that  they  pos- 
sess the  moral  and  physical  ability  to  maintfun, 
within  their  limits,  the  sovereignty  they  have 
asserted.  Oor  infbrmation  in  relation  to  the 
condition  of  Texas  is  doubtless  very  deficienl^ 
both  in  its  extent  and  precision. 

The  little  we  have  is  principally  to  be  found 
in  the  report  of  Mr.  Morfit,  aoo<Hupanying  the 
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President's  Message,  on  the  snbjeot  of  the  con- 
dition of  Texas,  commnnicated  to  Congress  on 
tiie  22d  of  December  last  According  to  Mr. 
Morfit,  the  popnlation  of  Texas  consists  of 
Anglo-Americans,  Mexican  natives,  aborigines, 
and  negroes;  the  whole  estimated  at  66,000 
sonls.  Of  these,  he  says,  there  are,  perhaps, 
80,000  Anglo- American  settlers  and  8,600  na- 
tive Mexicans  of  Spanish  descent.  After  stat- 
ing that  the  popnlation,  consisting  of  emigrants 
fi-om  the  Uidted  States,  is  said  to  be  not  leas 
than  fifty  thousand,  he  adds  that,  "  if  I  were  to 
take  my  own  judgment  ezclnsively  on  this  mat- 
ter, and  were  to  reason  as  to  what  I  have  not 
seen  by  that  which  I  have,  I  should  say  the 
population,  ezclnsive  of  Mexicans,  Indians,  and 
negroes,  has  never  exceeded  thirty  thousand." 

Suppose  this  estimate  of  that  part  of  the  pop- 
ulation which  consists  of  Anglo-Americans  and 
Mexicans  to  be  on  approximation  to  the  truth, 
(and  there  are  many  reasons  for  believing  it 
exceeds  the  fact,)  the  whole  amount  of  physical 
force  belonging  to  the  nation  of  Texas,  exclu- 
sive of  Indians  and  negroes,  will  fall  consider- 
ably below  that  of  many  counties  in  the  State 
of  Ohio.  And  this  popnlation,  small  and  feeble 
as  it  is  in  the  aggregate,  is  not  permanent,  but 
a  portion  of  it  at  least  retreats  at  the  approach 
of  danger  to  the  east  bank  of  the  Sabine. 

As  to  the  military  force,  we  learn  from  the 
same  report  that  it  consista  of  an  army  of  about 
S,200  strong,  not  including  the  settlers  or  farm- 
ers, who  can  be  armed  on  any  emergency,  so  as 
to  augment  the  number  to  at  least  6,000  efficient 
men. 

The  naval  force  of  Texas  consists  of  four  small 
vessels,  carrying  in  all  twenty-nine  guns. 

The  internal  resources  of  the  province  appear 
to  be  wholly  inadequate  to  the  successful  resist- 
ance of  any  respectable  force  that  might  be 
employed  for  its  subj  ection.  It  relies  exclusively 
on  external  aid  for  the  means  of  supporting  the 
independence  it  has  declared.  No  fact  con  he 
better  authenticated ;  it  is  confirmed  as  well  by 
the  report  to  which  reference  has  so  often  been 
made,  as  by  all  contemporaneous  history,  that 
the  army  of  Texas  is  recruited  from  the  citizens 
of  this  Union — is  kept  in  the  field,  paid,  and 
supplied  with  arms  and  provisions,  by  contri- 
butions derived  from  the  some  quarter.  Mr. 
Morfit  says : 

"  The  present  resoaroes  of  Texas  are  principally 
derived  from  the  sympathies  of  their  neighbors  and 
friends  in  the  United  States,  and  by  loans  upon  the 
credit  of  the  State.  The  donations  from  the  former 
quarter  have  been,  and  irill  no  doubt  continue  to  be, 
very  liberal,  and  indeed  munificent  Several  indi- 
vidoals,  not  interested  in  the  success  of  the  country 
further  than  their  general  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
independence  and  that  of  their  old  compatriots,  have 
unostentatiously  presented  $6,000,  while  numbm 
have  contributed  $1,000  each,  and  small  associations 
in  the  different  States  have  thrown  in  their  aid,  until 
the  aggregate  has  swelled  to  a  large  amount.  I  have 
been  surprised,"  he  says,  in  conclnmon,  "  to  find  that 
Texas  has  carried  on  a  snocessfiii  war  thus  far,  with 


BO  little  embeirassment  to  her  own  ddzens  or  her 
treasury ;  and  perhaps  it  is  the  first  instance  in  the 
history  of  nations  where  a  State  has  sustained  ilKlf 
by  men  and  means  drawn  wholly  ftoB  a  diataoot.* 

If  this  hasty  review  of  the  condition  ot  Texas 
has  nut  resulted  in  demonstrating  her  incs^aeiiy 
to  mMUtain  on  independent  Government,  it  has 
incontestably  established  another  fact  deeply 
affecting  the  character  of  this  country,  namely, 
that  the  ability  of  Texas  to  maintmi  her  sep- 
arate existence  and  sovereignity  has  been,  and 
still  continues  to  be,  derive  exclusively  frcm 
the  means  furnished  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  in  direct  violation  of  their  neutrsJ  obli- 
gations ;  consequently,  shonld  the  United  States 
return  to  the  neutral  attitude  from  which  they 
have  so  widely  deported,  and  strictly  enforce 
the  laws  intended  to  preserve  our  nentra]  char- 
acter, the  Government  of  Mexico  wonid  soon 
be  restored  in  the  province  of  Texas. 

Whether  the  latter  event  ought  to  be  desired 
by  the  friends  of  constitutional  law  and  liberty 
anywhere,  is  a  question  that  does  not  and  can- 
not properly  enter  into  our  consideration  in  this 
discussion. 

Suppose,  therefore,  the  Texians  should  con- 
tinue to  receive  assistance  in  men  and  money 
drawn  from  the  United  States,  and  should  ]k 
farther  sustained  by  the  co-operation  of  our 
army  advanced  into  the  heart  of  their  coun- 
try ;  and  suppose,  upon  this  hypothecs,  dieir 
ability  to  maintain  their  independence,  when 
thus  sustained,  should  be  admitted,  still  there 
are  considerations  arising  out  of  so  pecnliar  a 
state  of  things  that  ought  to  deter  us  from  the 
indiscretion  of  a  precipitate  acknowledgment 
of  their  independence.  If  their  indepeiraence 
has  been  the  result  of  the  counsels,  or  has  been 
achieved,  and  thus  far  maintained,  by  the  peo- 

Ele  of  the  United  States ;  if  our  citizens  compose 
er  armies,  and  have  command  of  the  military 
and  naval  forces  of  the  country ;  if  they  are 
found  in  possession  of  all  the  ^[eat  offlcea  of  ibo 
Government,  from  the  Chief  Executive  down- 
wards, can  we  hope  to  escape  the  reproaches 
of  other  nations,  and  of  impartial  posterity,  if 
we  make  haste  to  recognize  a  state  of  things 
that  we  have  notoriously  contributed  so  laige^ 
to  produce. 

What  would  the  act  of  recognition,  under 
such  circumstances,  be  but  an  acknowledgment, 
not  so  much  of  the  ability  of  Texas,  as  our  own 
ability,  and  determination  too,  to  maintain  her 
independence  at  every  hazard?  Would  not 
such  conduct  expose  us,  whether  justly  or  not, 
to  the  charge  of  assisting  in  the  dismember- 
ment of  a  friendly  power,  for  the  unworthy 
purpose  of  seizing  on  one  of  its  fairest  prov- 
inces! Can  we,  consistently  with  naticmal 
honor,  after  aiding  the  cause  of  rebellion  in  a 
neighboring  republic,  be  the  first  to  recogniae 
the  Government  establishec  by  the  insuraentaf 
I  concur  most  cordially  in  the  views  and  opin- 
ions expressed  by  the  Preadent,  in  his  Message 
of  the  22d  of  December  bst,  on  the  subject  of 
the  condition  of  Texas    In  relation  to  the 
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«andact  proper  for  thb  GoTomment  to  observe 
in  the  contest  pending  between  Mexico  and 
Texas,  he  sajg  that 

"  It  becomes  ui  to  beware  of  a  too  eariy  morement, 
■■  it  nigfat  subject  us,  howerer  unjnstlj,  to  the  im- 
poutaoa  of  aeddng  to  estaUiah  the  claim  of  our 
ne^iiboTa  to  a  territory,  with  a  Tiew  to  its  snbse- 
qnent  acqnisitioii  b;  ouraelres.  Prudence,  tliere- 
ibre,  seems  to  dictate  that  we  ahonld  stand  aloof  and 
»««»iTit.in  our  present  attitude,  if  not  until  Mexico 
itself,  or  one  of  tt>c  great  foreign  powers,  shall  reoog- 
tfae  independence  of  the  new  Government,  at 
;  antn  the  lapse  of  time  or  the  ooorae  of  events 
have  proved,  bejond  cavil  or  dispute,  the  ability 
of  the  people  of  that  conntry  to  maintain  theU-  sep- 
arate sovereignty,  and  to  uphold  the  Government 
ouuatituted  by  them." 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  called  on,  not  only  by 
the  amendment  nnder  consideration,  bnt  by 
tlte  newspaper  press  in  different  quarters  of  the 
Union,  to  yield  a  speedy  recognition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas.  For  what  purpose  is  the 
prompt  aclmowledgment  of  her  Government 
oemanded  ?  Not,  certainly,  beeanse  she  desires 
to  enjoy  that  independence,  the  recognition  of 
irhicn  she  solicits;  not  tliat  she  desires  to  pos- 
aees  the  rank,  privileges,  and  immonities,  that 
belong  to  a  frt^  and  sovereign  member  of  the 
great  fSsonily  of  nations;  no,  her  object,  di»- 
tinctly  avowed,  is  &r  more  hnmble  and  befit- 
ting her  feeble  condition.  It  is,  tliat  she  may 
ms^e  a  surrender  of  her  independence,  govern- 
ment^ territory  and  all,  to  the  United  States, 
on  condition  of  annexation  and  reception  into 
the  Uaton ! 

The  first  elections  nnder  the  constitution  of 
Texas  were  held  last  autumn.  Mr.  Morflt  re- 
ports that 

**  The  voters  at  the  different  polls  were  required  to 
aUte  wiiether  they  were  '  in  favor  of  anneziiig  Texas 
to  the  United  ^ates ; '  and  the  response  Sirougfa 
every  maoidpality  has  been  whdly  in  the  affirmative. 
He  aaya  that  great  unanimity  prevailed  on  the  impor- 
tant point  of '  seeldng  admissiott  into  tlie  Union  of 
the  United  States  of  the  Nortlt'  He  also  discloses 
the  very  important  additional  fact,  tliat  '  the  terms 
npon  wliidi  they  desire  to  become  an  integrant  of 
that  Union  have  tteen  discussed  in  the  cabinet,  and 
have  already  been,  or  will  be,  made  the  heads  of  in- 
etiQctions  for  the  conduct  of  their  representative  near 
the  GoTeniment  of  Washington.' " 

A  fact  so  extraordinary  has  not  escaped  the 
notice  of  the  Executive,  who  says,  in  toe  Mes- 
sage already  referred  to,  that  the  people  of 
Texas  have,  since  the  last  sesuon  of  Congress, 
"  openly  resolved,  on  the  acknowledgment  by 
us  of  their  independence,  to  seek  for  admission 
into  the  Union  as  one  of  the  Federal  States. 
This  last  circumstance  is  one  of  peculiar  deli- 
cacy, and  forces  upon  us  considerations  of  the 
gravest  character.'' 

It  appears,  then,  that  the  Government  of 
Texas  is  simoltaneously  urging  its  pretensions 
to  reoognition,  and  treating  for  annexation  to 
the  United  States ;  and  the  former  seems  to  be 
Bade  subservient  to  the  latter.     Indeed,  the 


evidence,  to  my  understanding,  is  irresistible, 
that  a  separate  independent  existence  never 
was.  at  any  time,  an  object  of  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  people  and  authorities  of  Texas.  Ytom. 
Mr.  Morflt  s  report  we  learn  that,  in  September, 
183A,  General  Cos  invaded  the  province  of 
Texas,  and  that  "  a  battle  ensued,  which  ter- 
minated in  the  retreat  of  the  Mexicans.  He 
says  the  Texians  assert  that  this  resistance  was 
not  because  they  even  then  wished  to  separate 
from  the  confederacy;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
l)ecause  they  were  desirous  to  bring  back  the 
Grovemment  to  tlie  terms  of  the  constitution 
of  1824."  If  it  be  true,  as  they  allege,  that  as 
late  as  September,  18S6,  they  took  up  arms 
"  in  defence  of  the  constitution,"  I  can  only  say 
that,  in  the  brief  interval  of  a  little  more  thaa 
one  month, 

"A  ehang*  came  o'«r  th«  qtlrtt  of  their  dmm," 

and  their  intentions  underwent  a  revolution 
eqnally  sudden  and  extraordinary ;  for,  in  the 
month  of  November  following,  they  ^eld  a  con- 
vention at  San  Felipe,  and  formed  a  provisional 
Government,  and  there  made  a  declaration 
which  "  was  considered  as  an  absolute  separa-. 
tion  from  Mexico." 

This  proceeding  in  November,  188S,  was 
speedily  followed  hy  the  convention  of  the  2d 
of  March,  1886,  which  in  due  form  "  declared 
Texas  a  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  State." 

If  a  redress  of  grievances,  or  the  defence  of 
the  Mexican  constitution,  and  not  separation, 
had  been  the  object  of  the  Texians,  they  would 
have  tried  petition  and  remonstrance,  before 
resorting  to  arms — the  last  remedy  of  the  op- 
pressed. The  Anglo-Americans  of  Texas  could 
nave  fonnd,  in  the  conduct  of  their  ancestors, 
when  colonists  of  Great  Britain,  an  example  of 
patience  and  forbearance  worthy  of  their  imitar 
tion.  The  people  of  the  old  thirteen  States, 
while  they  were  subject  to  the  dominion  of  the 
mother  country,  employed  more  than  ten  years 
in  petitioning  the  Emg,  Parliament,  and  people 
of  Great  Britain,  before  they  finally  resolved 
on  having  recourse  to  arms  for  the  defence  of 
their  lil)OTties.  And  then  they  did  not  strike 
for  independence ;  for  it  was  more  than  a  year 
after  the  first  blood  was  spilt  in  the  revolntion- 
ary  conflict,  before  they  made  a  dedaration  of 
independence. 

If  the  object  d  procnringour  ackowledgment 
of  the  new  Government  of  Texas  be  to  facilitate 
the  design  of  her  incorporation  into  this  Union, 
(and  that  she  seeks  this  connection  we  well 
know,  from  her  own  solemn  acts  and  avowals,) 
how  can  those  who  are  opposed  to  such  a 
measure  nve  their  assent  to  any  course  of  pro- 
ceeding that  leads  directly  to  its  occompush- 
ment? 

Sir,  I  shall  not  permit  myself  to  be  drawn 
into  the  discussion  of  any  onestion  to  which  a 
direct  proposition  to  annex  Texas  to  the  United 
States  might  very  properly  give  rise.  In  rela- 
tion to  that  momentous  subject  I  will  now  only 
say  that  sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof 
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and  that,  in  xaj  lodgment,  evil  will  be  the  day 
when  that  question  shall  come  to  be  seriously 
entertained  by  the  councils  of  this  nation.  I 
have  noticed  it  now  because  it  naturally  con- 
nects itself  with  the  proposition  before  us,  in 
the  aspect  in  which  I  nave  been  considering  it. 
The  friends  of  annexation  are  consistent  in  vot- 
ing for  recognition ;  bnt  those  who  are  opposed 
to  the  former,  and  who  believe,  as  I  do,  tnat  it 
is  the  end,  and  the  latter  the  means,  cannot 
oonsistently  give  their  support  to  the  present 
movement.  If  no  other  objection  existed  to 
the  reocMnitimi  of  Texas,  I  regard  this  as  de- 
dsive,  tiU  she  can  give  satisfaotory  evidence  of 
her  desire  to  have  independence  for  the  sake 
of  independence,  and  not  that  she  may  barter 
ft  sway.    Bnt,  sir,  other  objections  do  exist. 

Kexico  is  our  neighlx>r,  with  whom  we  main- 
tain diplomotio  and  commercial  relations,  and 
have  *a  treaty  which  secures,  as  far  as  treaty 
stipulations  can  do,  an  inviolable  friendship  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  Are  we  not  bound,  by 
aveiy  consideration  of  national  comity  and 
plighted  friendship,  to  confer  with  Mexico  be- 
K>re  we  proceed  to  recognize  the  independence 
of  one  of  her  revolted  provinces  f  For  many 
Tears,  and  until  within  a  few  weeks  past,  we 
have  had  a  minister  resident  in  Mexico.  I  un- 
derstand he  has  had  no  'conference  or  corre- 
spondence whatever  with  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  the  civil  war  in  Texas ; 
nor  have  we  in  any  other  manner  given  any 
intimation  of  our  intention  to  acknowledge  the 
separate  existence  of  that  province.  On  that 
•noject  we  have  maintained  an  ominous  silence 
towards  Mexico ;  yet  presuming,  I  fear,  on  her 
inability  to  resent  the  afiVont,  we  are  about  to 
intrude  ourselves  into  her  affairs.  It  is  true 
Mexico  is  torn  by  internal  dissensions,  her 
to^asury  is  exhausted,  her  army  mutinous,  her 
people  discontented  and  rent  by  faction ;  bnt 
ner  weakness  cannot  release  ns  from  the  obliga- 
tions imposed  by  our  neutral  character,  nor 
from  the  duty  of  practising  towards  her  that 
oonrtesy  which  is  dae  from  one  friendly  power 
to  another.  Her  misfortunes  ought  rather  to 
inspire  her  more  prosperous  and  powerful  neigh- 
bors with  sentiments  of  forbearance  and  respect 
for  her  feelings  in  the  hour  of  her  adversity. 
To  take  advantage  of  her  distresses  would  ill 
become  the  character  of  a  magnanimous  nation. 
We  might  at  least  ask  Mexico  whether  she  still 
intends  to  persist  in  the  attempt  to  reduce  \h» 
Texians  to  obedience,  and,  perhaps,  could  sug- 
gest some  method  by  which  a  reconciliation 
misht  be  effected,  consistentiy  with  the  honor 
ana  interest  of  both  parties.  Buch  a  course  of 
conduct  would  be  entirely  respectfnl  and  con- 
ciliatory, and  it  has  the  additional  recommenda- 
tion of  tjeing  in  strict  accordance  with  the  for- 
mer practice  of  this  Government  in  similar 
circumstances.  So  cautions,  not  to  say  tardy, 
was  this  Government  in  its  movements  towards 
a  recognition  of  the  Spanish  colonies  in  South 
America,  that  as  late  as  the  year  1821  the  pe- 
riod had  not  thai  arrived,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe 


Exeentive,  for  the  inter£erenoe  of  this  Gonn- 
ment ;  for  although  the  President,  in  his  Met- 
sage  of  that  year,  had  declared  "  it  had  k^ 
b««n  manifest  that  it  would  be  impoadbl*  for 
Spain  to  reduce  these  colonies  by  force,  ud 
equally  so  that  no  oonditioa  short  of  their  inde- 
pendence would  be  satisfitctory  to  them,"  jet 
he  proposed  nothing  farther  in  th^r  favor  &ui 
to  urge  upon  the  Government  of  Spain  the  jm- 
tice  and  policy  of  her  immediate  reoognitioQ  df 
their  independence. 

Mr.  nTTKTBMAir  took  the  floor,  and  addreaed 
the  Chair  as  follows : 

I  live  in  a  section  of  the  eonntry  conTenieit 
to  Texas,  where  the  intercourse  between  m  is 
qnite  frequent ;  where  our  ocHnmunications  in 
nnintermpted ;  where  many  of  the  trimli, 
relatives,  and  connections  of  my  constitaeBti 
have  located  themselves ;  and  I  dum  the  right 
to  know  something  of  the  nature  and  duoscter 
of  the  whole  controversy.  As  time  is  preaons, 
I  will  run  rapidly  over  the  main  fects  in  reU- 
tion  to  this  matter,  with  the  hope  that,  when 
the  House  shall  be  put  in  fbll  possession  thereof 
neither  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas,  nor  a  salary  and  outfit  for  a  min- 
ister, will  be  withheld  from  that  COTnhj.  An- 
tecedent to  the  establishment  of  tk«  imperial 
Government  under  Iturbide,  in  May,  1822,  «nd 
while  these  colonies  were  strolling  for  inde- 
pendence from  the  yoke  of  old  Spain,  many 
Americans  engaged  in  the  Mexican  service,  to 
aid  and  assist  in  achieving  that  independence 
for  the  Sontii  American  provinces,  which  ▼» 
achieved.  For  these  services  the  new  Goreni- 
ment  had  nothing  to  give,  but  promised  th«e 
enterpriring  Americans  large  bounties  in  !■«. 
Amongst  others  of  that  day  (who  fonght  in  tbe 
Mexican  wars)  of  my  acquaintance,  there  is  om 
deserving  of  particnlar  mention  ;  I  mean  C«- 
onel  Reuben  Boss,  of  Tennessee.  I  beliereM 
was  a  native  of  Virginia.  He  had  a  colonel  8 
command  in  the  Mexican  service,  and  vent 
through  many  hard-fought  batties  with  til 
royal  forces,  and  upon  one  memorable  ooosaoo, 
when  he  was  in  command  in  an  engagemoit) 
the  various  evolutions  which  are  frequMit  a 
battles  brought  him  in  contact  with  the  com- 
mander of  the  royal  forces,  both  on  horsebaix 
The  intrepid  and  gallant  Ross,  whose  soul  bwm 
high  with  patriotism  and  noble  daring,  »"«»!• 
the  Don  in  single  combat  The  Spaniard  »U| 
and  Ross  lost  a  finger.  The  Govenanwit" 
Mexico  awarded  him  a  large  body  <A !»« >• 
Texas.  He  was  my  oonsUtnent :  he  lived  then 
in  a  district  I  had  the  honor  of  representiBgin 
the  Sejiate  of  Tennessee.  After  the  ind^ej* 
enee  of  the  country  was  established,  and  tiie 
authority  of  old  Spain  had  ceased,  Colonw  Bo« 
procored  his  grants  for  the  lands,  and  "PJ"^ 
return  home  ne  was  treacherously  naraeiW) 
with  most  of  his  company,  In  the  Mexiaw  "^ 
minions,  by  those  same  Spaniards  '"'■''''''^  j 
so  long  and  so  nobly  fought  to  mrice  «*?•  ' 
mention  this  fact  to  show  that  many  of  tne 
Americans  fought  for  the  Mexioana  then,  « 
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vdl  aa  they^  have  fonght  for  the  Texiana  ainoe 
-^hat  theae  lands  were  dearly  bonght  I 
eooM,  if  time  wtMild  pennit,  cite  raanv  daring 
deeds  of  Talor  performed  by  Roea  and  others, 
wUdi  eqnal  the  battle  of  Jacinto,  the  Alamo, 
or  any  otiier,  ag^ost  the  armies  of  old  Spain. 
I  contend  that  the  Kexican  GoTemment  has 
leas  reascm  to  complain  of  an  intoferenoe  by 
Tdnnteers  from  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
popriety  of  onr  acknowledgment  of  the  Tezian 
mdependenoe,  than  any  people  apon  the  &ce 
at  the  earth.  It  was  precisely  what  she  im- 
plored of  onr  citizens  in  her  contest  with  old 
^lain.  She  soi^ht  the  aid  of  onr  citizens  to 
Sght  her  battles.  She  sought  oor  sympathies 
ud  oor  prayers  for  her  sncoees.  She  sought 
an  aeknowledgmeiit  erf  her  independence,  while 
the  royal  armies  were  yet  in  some  portions  of 
tiie  eonntty,  and  in  possession  of  some  of  the 
ebtmgest  forts.  She  obtuned  it  alL  And,  pre- 
nppoang  that  every  word  of  oomplaint  which 
m  been  so  dolefnlly  nttered  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Ohio  and  Manaohnsetts,  in  regard  to  onr 
entapriring  young  men  seeking  service  in  the 
ffinies  of  Texas,  is  true,  it  is  no  more  than  was 
loBeited,  accepted,  and  sanctioned  with  great 
joy  by  the  Mezicima,  upon  precisely  a  similar 
oeetaion,  between  tbem  and  old  ^ain.  Mex- 
ico was  extremdy  willing  to  receive  the  volun- 
tary ud  of  onr  enterprising  men  then ;  but,  like 
the  lawyer's  ox  that  was  gored  by  the  bull  of 
the  fiumer,  it  alters  the  case  now. 

Bat  to  proceed  with  the  history :  Revolution 
anoeeeded  revolution  in  the  Soodi  American 
provinces  and  Spanish  Korth  America.  In 
11^,  1822,  General  Iturbide,  by  fhtnd,  force, 
aid  the  asastance  of  the  Catholic  priesthood, 
(vho  are  in  all  countries  more  opposed  to  re- 
inbHcan  government  and  the  Ubwty  of  man 
tbsD  any  other  sect,)  established  an  imperial 
Ooreniment,  and  was  chosen  Emperor.  The 
example  of  oor  Government,  which  lay  oon- 
tigoous,  and  the  germs  of  liberty  which  began 
to^mrat  from  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  our 
iistitationa,  and  an  intermixture  with  a  few  of 
oor  men  in  their  armies,  in  a  short  time  pro- 
duced another  revolution.  Iturbide  was  de- 
throned, a  sentence  of  banidmient  was  passed 
upon  him :  he  went  into  exile,  returned,  was 
taken  captrve,  and  shot  Victoria  was  elected 
hj  the  people ;  a  republican  constitution  was 
fomed,  mcdelted  in  most  of  its  leading  prin- 
«^mn  imitation  of  that  of  the  United  States : 
notwithstanding  this,  he  had  to  enconnter  civil 
wan,  conspiracies,  treasons,  and  rebellions,  duiv 
ing  all  his  administration.  Pedrazza,  elected 
roceesBor  to  Victoria,  was  in  a  short  time  de- 
posed by  Guerrero,*  who  in  his  turn  was  de- 
posed by  Bustamente,  and  at  length  he  was 
wpoeed  and  driven  into  exile  by  the  modem 
1)  woleon  of  the  South,  Santa  Anna,  who  had 
»»aed  through  seas  of  blood,  and  mountains  of 
taniage,  and  the  perfidy  of  the  priesthood,  to 
empire.  He  abolished  the  Congress  of  the  re- 
pQDlie  by  a  military  deraee,  orgraized  a  tribunal 
oooposed  of  his  own  oteatazea  in  Us  plaoe^ 


merdy  to  register  his  despotic  decrees.  H« 
abollsbed  the  local  legidatnrea,  established  mil- 
itary and  arbitrary  tribunals  in  their  place, 
abolished  the  trial  by  jury,  and  settled  down  in 
a  complete  deepotinn  of  the  worst  kind,  because 
it  was  a  military  one.  To  this  prostration  of- 
the  constitution  that  he  had  sworn  and  fought 
to  support,  the  overthrowing  of  a  government 
of  liberty  and  laws,  the  abolishment  of  the 
trial  by  Jury,  and  the  establishment  of  a  mil- 
itary despotism,  the  people  of  Texas  objerted. 
There  was  much  of  that  Anglo-Saxon  blood, 
descended  from  that  immortal  band  of  EngUah* 
men  who  took  their  honor  in  one  hand  and 
their  sword  in  the  other,  and  obtained  magnm 
eharta  from  King  John. 

Santa  Anna  being  enraged  at  the  thought  of 
resistance  to  his  decrees  firom  a  few  thcmsBnd 
Texians,  when  he  had  fought  and  conquered 
through  millions  until  the  impmal  diadem  was 
ready  to  be  placed  upon  his  nead,  swore  ntter 
extermination  from  the  face  of  the  earth  of  aU 
the  inhabitants  of  Texas,  and  particularly  of  thft 
North  American  or  Anglo-Saxon  race,  not  even 
^Muing  the  women  and  children.  With  this 
view  he  started  for  Texas  at  the  head  of  his 
hosts,  to  execute  his  infernal  purpose.  But^ 
Mr.  Cluurman,  it  becomes  necessary  for  me  to 
leave  hun  upon  the  road  to  Texas,  and  return  t« 
that  gallant  people,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
up  their  history  fi'om  where  I  left  it,  in  the 
hands  of  the  gallant  Rosa,  before  the  eetabliahi 
ment  of  the  empire,  nnder  Iturbide.  It  will  be 
held  in  remembrance  that  Ross  and  others  re- 
ceived grants  for  their  services,  performed 
against  ttie  royal  forces  of  old  Spain,  Def<»e  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  indenendenoe  of  Texas. 
During  all  the  civil  wars  ana  oonvidnons,  oon> 
spiracies  and  rebellions,  that  took  place  in  tha 
Mexioan  repnblie,  from  the  establishment  o( 
their  federal  constitution,  in  1824,  the  Govem-i 
ment  had  been  inviting  foreigners  tcma  everjr 
country  to  ^  and  settle  in  Texas,  and  cany  aa 
many  families  as  possible;  every  indneement 
was  held  out  to  invite  emigration  thither ;  large 
bounties  of  land  were  offered  for  this  purpose. 
The  reason  for  this  proceeding  was  obviona. 
Being  torn  to  pieces  by  dvil  aira  central  revo> 
Intions,  which  snooeeded  each  other  in  rapid 
succession,  their  finances  were  exhausted,  their 
armies  were  wasting  away  in  civil  wars,  their 
convulsions  were  so  quick  and  terrible  that 
they  could  not  spare  either  men  or  m<mey  to 
defend  the  frontiers  against  the  habitual  attaoki 
of  the  Oamanche  and  other  hostile  Indian 
tribes.  Such  a  scourge  had  those  Indians  be* 
come  to  the  frontier  settiements  and  to  Texas, 
that  they  at  pleasure  overran  the  Spanish  towns 
and  villages,  took  the  inhabitants  into  captivity, 
and  made  servants  of  them.  In  other  instances 
these  hordes  of  barbarians  wonid  take  posses- 
sion of  the  frtmtier  towns,  compel  the  inhab- 
itants, who  were  large  owners  of  stock,  to  go 
and  drive  np  their  own  horses,  mules,  and  oat* 
tie,  ontil  these  Indians  would  select  all  the 
most  valuable  of  them,  and  drive  than  of^  afte^ 
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mmmitting  acts  of  r^ine  and  innrder  of  the 
moet  atrocioTu  character  upon  the  inhabitants, 
and  no  help  oonld  be  received  fh>m  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Mexico. 

These  enormities  were  repeated  year  after 
year,  and  no  prospect  of  better  things  was  in 
anticipation.  To  stop  those  lawless  ezomvions 
of  plmider,  mtirder,  and  robbery,  to  beat  back 
those  ferocious  barbarians,  and  protect  the 
Spanish  citizens  who  were  the  annual  victims 
of  rapine  and  vicdence,  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment adopted  t^e  only  practicable  mode  of 
affording  that  reUef  that  she  had  in  her  power 
to  render.  It  was  to  make  large  grants  of  land 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  would 
either  pay  money  at  a  stipulated  price  into 
their  empty  coffers,  or  who  woold  settle  down 
with  one,  two,  three,  or  fonr  hundred  families, 
apon  those  lands,  and  defend  the  country  firom 
the  savage  inroads. 

I  personally  knew  of  some  companies  who 
were  organized  in  Tennessee.  Tney  dected 
their  representatives,  sent  them  to  the  city  of 
Mexico,  pnblicly  and  notoriously,  without  any 
guile,  fraud,  or  circumvention,  to  negotiate  this 
business.  I  will  mention  the  names  of  three 
of  these  representatives  or  ambassadors,  who 
were  despatched  upon  this  mission:  Colonel 
Andrew  Krwin,  who  had  been  for  a  number 
of  years  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina  and 
also  Tennessee  Legislatures,  and  a  gentleman  of 
considerable  talents  and  experience,  together 
with  Doctor  Douglass  and  Colonel  John  D.  Mar- 
tin, a  lawyer  of  high  standing.  They  went,  as 
▼ell  as  the  representatives  from  other  com- 
panies, to  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  remained 
some  months  upon  the  business  of  this  mission. 

After  a  full  examination  of  the  constitution 
of  1824,  establishing  a  Federal  Government, 
with  full  guarantees  for  the  perfect  enjoyment 
of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  and  a  toleration 
of  their  religion,  and  otner  rights  and  immuni- 
ties similar  to  our  own,  a  number  of  purchases 
were  made,  mostly  for  the  consideration  of 
obtidning  settlers  upon  those  lands.  Grants 
were  issued.  The  grantees  procured  settiers, 
and  emigrated  to  the  country.  Immediately, 
upon  these  events,  the  savage  roamed  no  longer 
in  hostile  array  over  the  plains  of  Texas.  They 
were  beat  back  into  their  own  boundaries. 
The  tomahawk  and  scalping-knife  rested  from 
their  labors.  The  Spaniard  sat  down  under 
his  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  and  enjoyed  his  prop- 
erty and  the  fhiits  of  his  industry  in  peace. 
The  Anglo-Scucon  blood  which  had  ^t  into  the 
country  was  a  perfect  guarantee  agamst  lawless 
depredation.  The  setilers  fiimished  their  own 
guns,  their  own  provisions,  their  own  ammuni- 
tion; the  Mexican  Government  did  not  even 
ftamish  so  much  as  one  flint  to  aid  in  this 
matter. 

But  the  frontier  settiements  were  secured, 
when  Bustamente  undertook  to  overthrow  the 
liberties  of  his  country,  in  one  of  the  many 
Mexican  revolutions.  Santa  Anna  declared 
himself  the  champion  of  the  constitution  of 


1824^  the  defender  of  the  Federal  Govemmeit 
He  had  previous  to  that  defeated  the  last  wii, 
expedition  that  had  been  sent  out  by  old  Sfm. 
to  subjugate  the  South  American  provinoei, 
He  became  the  hero  of  Tampico.  The  patrioto 
of  Mexico  looked  to  him  to  put  down  the  tTnit 
Bustamente.  The  Texians  hoisted  his  itg-i 
was  considered  then  the  &ag  of  libertj-^ej' 
took  two  forts  with  their  rifles,  and  left  Sent* 
Anna  to  operate  in  the  centre,  without  hiring 
a  foe  in  their  country.  He  did  operate;  he 
deposed  Bustamente.  But,  to  the  grttX  morti- 
fication and  diswpointment  of  all  the  firieodt 
of  liberty  throngnout  the  world,  he  got  into 
power  under  pretence  of  patriotism,  and  instant- 
ly overturned  the  constituti<Ki  of  his  countijr. 
He  started  to  rivet  the  chains  of  despotism  If 
abolishing  free  government,  and  snbstitnting  a 
military  one,  in  the  manner  I  before  related. 
He  came.  The  splendid  defence  of  Colonel 
Fanning,  in  destroying  nine  hundred  of  Sista 
Anna's  men  with  less  than  half  that  nuuber, 
and  placing  hor$  de  eomiat  several  hnndreda  of 
others,  wiU  live  immortal  in  story ;  and  not- 
withstanding the  warrior  and  his  brave  little 
band  have  sunk  into  the  tomb  by  the  blackest 
treachery,  instead  of  the  force  of  the  Spaaiaid's 
prowess,  yet  agoB  unborn  will  drop  a  tear  of 
admiration  and  sympathy  upon  the  tombs  of 
those  immolated  heroes,  as  they  pass  the  fated 
spot. 

Next  m  order  is  the  Alamo,  where  the  braw 
and  gallant  Crockett,  with  his  one  hundred  and 
fifty  compeers,  headed  by  himself  and  Colonel 
Travis,  made  a  defence  against  five-and-twesty 
hundred  Mexicans,  which  would  do  honor  to 
any  general  in  any  age.  And  although  thej 
fell,  they  fell  like  tiie  strong  man  of  old:  they 
pulled  down  the  pillars  of  Simta  Anna's  strength 
with  them ;  for  that  immortal  little  band  de- 
stroyed fourteen  hundred  of  the  enemies  of 
liberty,  and  shed  a  lustre  of  immortality  around 
their  names  which  will  secure  them  the  bright- 
est page  in  history.  Their  heroic  deeds  will  b* 
told  in  poetry  and  scmg  to  generations  yet  un- 
born, and  the  blood  that  was  shed  at  the  Alamo 
will  generate  millions  of  men,  to  fight  the  battles 
of  freedom  throughout  the  world. 

A  brilliant  feat  is  yet  to  follow.  Honaton 
and  his  army  were  alive,  and  the  God  of  battles 
was  with  them.  The  battie  of  San  Jacinto  soon 
followed,  which  sealed  the  tyrant's  fate,  redeem- 
ing a  country  from  bondage,  and  proved  to  tba 
world  that  tyranny  and  oppresrion  cannot  pre- 
vail against  that  indomitable  Anglo-S^x'"'  ^^ 
which  is  now  pervading  the  whole  earth. 

What  I  have  sud,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  be« 
for  the  ear  of  those  who  h*ve  thought  less,  and 
perhaps  examined  less,  upon  the  subject  o^^*^ 
than!  have.  Many  have  gone  from  my  district, 
and  setUed  in  that  country ;  some  of  them  h»TO 
laid  down  their  lives  in  battling  for  their  riffte  j 
others  have  relations  yet  remaining,  *''*'"? 
intensely  for  those  who  have  pone  there.  TbM 
question  must  and  will  be  disposed  of  at  tb» 
seeeioa  in  some  way.    We  cannot  expect  t» 
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satisfy  all ;  it  is  needless  to  wait  for  that.  If 
we  were  to  wait  nntil  the  morning  of  the  resnr- 
rection,  manjr  here  wonid  not  vote  for  the 
recognition.  Other  and  far  different  motives 
than  the  rituation  of  the  contending  parties 
will  govern  the  action  of  a  portion  of  this 
Honse.  There  are  some  who  feel  somewhat 
aristocratical  hy  natnre,  and  have  no  right  good 
will  for  repnhlican  forms  of  government  any 
how ;  there  are  others  in  the  North  and  East 
who  think  that  an  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States  might  probahly  follow  a  recog- 
nition of  her  independence,  and  that  the  balance 
of  power  wonld  be  thrown  in  that  direction ; 
others  are  fearftal  it  will  be  a  slaveholding 
country.  We  may  as  well  meet  the  qnestion 
at  once;  it  has  to  be  met,  and  that  shortly. 
No  one  can  possibly  suppose  that  Mexico  can 
ever  reassert  her  power  in  Texas.  If  I  were 
permitted  to  use  the  language  of  the  heathen 
mythologists,  I  should  say  that  an  assembly  of 
the  gods  had  congregated  for  the  express  par- 
pose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  wrongs 
and  oppressions  inflicted  upon  Texas,  and  that 
a  decree  had  been  registered  in  high  heaven 
<hat  Texas  shall  henceforth  be  free,  sovereign, 
and  independent. 


'WsoNBSDAT,  March  1. 

2>epo»it  Bani$ — Secretary  of  the  Treatvry — 
Meuim  M.  Whitney — Beport  qf  the  Inveiti- 
gaiing  CommiUee, 

Mr.  Gaklasd,  of  Virginia,  from  a  m^ority 
of  the  Select  Committee  appointed  on  the  4th 
day  of  January  last,  to  inquire  whether  the 
several  banks  employed  for  the  deposit  of  public 
money  have  employed  an  agen^  to  reside  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  to  transact  their  bosi- 
ncsa  at  the  Treasury  Department;  also,  the 
character  of  sach  bnsiness ;  the  compensation 
received  by  said  agent ;  whether  employed  at 
the  request  or  through  the  procurement  of  the 
Treasury  Department ;  whether  he  receives  com- 
pensation from  the  Treasury  Department,  &c., 
reported  thereon  at  length,  concluding  wUh  the 
fouowing  resolutions : 

1.  Raolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,) 
Tliat  the  severu  banks  employed  for  the  deposit  of 
the  poblio  money  have  not  all,  or  any  of  them,  by 
joint  or  several  oonttact,  employed  an  agent,  to  re- 
•ide  at  the  seat  of  Goremment,  to  transact  their  bus- 
iaeas  with  the  Treasury  Department 

8.  Sftolvtd,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,) 
That  no  a^nt  for  the  transaction  of  business  between 
the  deposit  banks  and  the  Treasmy  Department  has 
been  employed  at  the  request  or  through  the  pro- 
curement of  said  Department 

t.  Rttohtd,  (is  the  opinion  of  Uiis  committee,) 
That  the  boaneas  of  ^e  deposit  lianlu  with  the 
Treasory  Department  is  not  conducted  through  any 
•gent,  but  is  transacted  directly  with  the  Secre- 
tury  of  the  Treasury  or  some  o£Bcer  of  tlie  Deport- 
nent 

4.  Setolvtd,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,) 
That  no  agent  in  any  way  connected  with  the  pub- 


lic deposits,  since  tlie  removal  oi  said  deposits  from 
the  ^mk  of  the  United  States,  has  received  any  com- 
pensation from  the  Treasury  Department 

6.  Uttoived,  (as  the  opfaiion  of  this  oommittee,y 
That  several  of  the  deposit  banlcs  iiave  employed 
an  agent,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  GoTemment,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  and  transmitting  informa- 
tion affecting  the  interests  of  said  lianlca,  both  from 
the  Treasury  Department  and  other  sources,  and 
transmitting  public  documents ;  tint  agent  is  Reu- 
ben U.  Whitney,  who  receives  such  salary  from  said 
banks  as  they  annoally  deem  his  services  worth. 

Which  said  resolutions  lie  upon  the  Speaker's 
table. 

Mr.  PxTTOir,  ih>m  the  same  committee,  sub- 
mitted, at  length,  the  views  of  the  minority, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  same, 
with  tite  aooompanviog  documents,  be  inserted 
in  the  Jonmal  of  the  House,  as  containing  the 
views  of  the  minority  of  this  committee ;  and 
moved  that  the  report  of  the  minority  of  said 
committee  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  Honse  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  instarnotions  to  report  a  bill  pn^ibiting  in 
Aitare,  under  auffioient  penalties,  the  communi- 
cation of  secret  intelligence,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  benefit  of  the  deposit 
or  any  Other  banks,  which  concerns  all  banks 
alike. 

Fitndt  rteeuaiUfor  Land*  and  Cuttomrhovte 

Dutiei. 
Mr.  Patton  moved  a  saqMusion  of  the  rules 
for  the  pnrpoee  of  ttddng  up  the  Senate's  bUI 
derignatmg  and  limiting  the  funds  receivable 
for  the  revenue  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  agreed  to — yeas  116,  nays  28. 

This  bill  had  been  reported    back  to  the  . 
Hooae,  with  the  following  amendment : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  part  of  this 
act  shall  be  construed  as  repealing  any  existhig  bw 
relative  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  from  cnstoma 
or  public  lands  in  the  1^^  currency,  or  as  subsdtut- 
ing  bank  notes  of  any  description  qs  a  lawfal  currency 
for  coin,  as  provided  in  the  Constitution  of  tiie  United 
States ;  nor  to  deprive  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
et  the  power  to  direct  the  collectors  or  receivers  of 
the  public  revenue,  whether  derived  from  duties, 
taxes,  debts,  or  soles  of  the  public  lands,  not  to  re- 
ceive in  payment,  for  any  sum  due  to  the  United 
States,  the  notes  of  any  bank  or  banks  which  the  sud 
Secretary  may  have  reason  to  believe  unworthy  of 
credit,  or  which  he  apprehends  may  be  compelled  to 
suq>end  specie  payments." 

Mr.  CAMBRSunro  teid  that,  at  any  other 
period  of  the  session  than  the  present,  he  might 
have  addressed  some  remarks  to  the  House  on 
tills  subject,  but  he  would  now  forbear.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  the  pnrpoee 
of  preventing  a  misconstraction  of  tiie  act,  and 
securing  the  public  revenue  from  serious  fraoda, 
had  brought  forward  this  amendment.  It  wai^ 
however,  for  the  House  to  adopt  or  reject  it, 
as  they  thought  proper ;  but  he  hoped  those 
gentiemen  who  were  so  solicitoas  about  this 
bill  would  grant  him  the  privilege  of  recording 
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his  rote  upon  the  amendment.  Mr.  O.  thai 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  Ljlwbxrok  said  he  would  not  oceopy  the 
attention  of  the  Honse  more  than  a  moment 
The  amendment,  he  apprehended,  was  new  to 
most  of  the  members  npon  this  floor.  He  had 
examined  it  carefully,  and  he  beliered  titat  the 
efiiect  of  it,  if  it  pa^ed,  would  be  to  legalize 
powers  that  were  claimed  and  exercised  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  were  before, 
to  say  the  least,  very  doubtfbL  Its  effect 
woold  be  to  destroy  the  bill,  to  neatralize  and 
to  nnlliiy  every  valuable  provision  in  it.  He 
Stated  this  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  West; 
ibr,  if  he  understood  the  amendment,  its  effect, 
if  carried  out,  would  be  the  same  as  the  Treas- 
ury order,  viz :  to  bring  the  whole  country,  in 
the  region  of  tl)e  land  offices,  down  to  a  npecie 
basis;  to  drive  fh>m  cLronlation  every  bank 
note,  which  would  be  converted  into  specie,  i»- 
sned  by  the  banlu  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
land  offices ;  and,  in  place  of  their  own  pi^>er, 
have  in  circulation  the  notes  of  distant  oanks 
— those  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  New 
Enjdand. 

He  did  not  give  his  assent  to  all  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill :  it  was  not  one  which  he 
would  have  offered,  nor  was  it  the  best  bill 
that  could  have  been  presented  and  matured. 
He  took  this  occasion  to  say  that  he  deemed 
the  whole  system  of  banking,  the  whole  finan- 
dal  operations  of  the  Oovemment,  so  far  as  the 
CDrren<7'  was  concerned,  as  in  a  distracted  con- 
dition, and  such  as  did  not  meet  his  concur- 
rence. He  believed  it  was  a  system  which, 
sooner  or  iater,  would  inflict,  must  inflict,  on 
'  the  coontry  a  calamity  which  now  was  prob- 
ably little  anticipated.  He  believed  that  the 
correnoy  of  this  wide-extended  country  never 
eonld  be  properly  regulated  without  some  great 
oentral  controlling  power  over  the  State  banks. 
Bat  he  would  not  now  go  further  into  the  sub- 
ject, because  he  knew  that  the  time  of  the 
House  was  too  valuable,  at  this  period  of  the 
session,  to  be  occupied  by  him. 

ICr.  MAmr,  of  New  York,  said  gentlemen 
looked  npon  this  bill  as  a  repeal  of  Uie  Treas- 
on- order.  This  was  not  so ;  because  at  last  it 
left  the  matter  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  and  he  ventured  to  say,  if  the  bill  was 
now  passed,  the  specie  order  would  not  be  re- 
pealed. It  did  not  require  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  receive  the  notes  of  specie-paying 
banks  for  the  public  revenue,  but  left  it  discre- 
tionary with  hhu  to  do  so  or  not  The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  merely  declared  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
Tisions  of  the  constltntion,  which  were  pora- 
mooDt  to  all  the  laws  which  could  be  passed  on 
the  sobjeot  If  the  bill  went  to  legalise  the 
notes'  of  any  l)anks  In  payment  for  uie  public 
revenue,  he  ventured  to  assert  that  it  would 
receive  but  few  votes  in  that  House. 

Mr.  MartoKB  made  some  remarks  in  opposi- 


tion to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Mavh,)  and  in  opposition  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BouLDiN  merely  rose  to  say  that  he 
should  vote  on  the  various  bills,  propositions, 
and  amendments,  relating  to  the  correncj  and 
money  in  which  the  pubho  dues  were  collected, 
as  it  might  seem  best,  or  rather,  least  mis- 
chievous. By  these  votes  he  did  not  wiih  to 
be  understood  to  mean  that  any  remedy  coald 
be  found  for  the  evil  proposed  to  be  CQi«d  or 
affected — ^pretended  to  be  designed  by  tbeae 
measures  to  be  cured.  He  meant  the  evil  vis- 
ing out  of  having  in,  or  passing  through,  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  such  vast  sons 
of  money  as  are,  and  have  been,  and  probably 
will  be  for  some  time. 

He  sud  he  did  not  mean  to  advocate  diitti- ' 
bution,  tariff,  breach  of  constitution,  consolida- 
tion ;  nothing  like  it  All  this  thing  i«  done. 
The  money  has  been  raised  almost  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  or  rather  the  sums  that  paid  off 
our  debts,  and  left  this  balance  under  prote(^ 
ing  duties ;  against  which  he  had  labored  all 
he  could,  and  all  in  vain.  What  should  b«  done 
with  them?  He  knew  they  corrupted  the 
people's  agents,  in  the  States  as  weU  as  here. 
Those  agents  are  neither  better  nor  worse  than 
they  are  here.  This  is  the  reason  that  ve  can- 
not find  out  and  agree  npon  what  shall  be  done 
with  the  money.  Thejr  that  have  it  there,  as 
well  as  they  that  have  it  here,  do  not  wish  to 
part  with  it. 

Mr.  Pattos  supported  the  bill,  and  opposed 
the  amendment,  which  he  insisted  vent  U) 
nullify  the  bill. 

Mr.  SrTHKKUin>,  remaiking  that  the  Honse 
and  the  nation  well  understood  the  whde  sub- 
ject, demanded  the  previous  onestion. 

1&.  Galbsatth  inquired  if  tie  previons  qnes- 
tion  would  cut  off  the  amendment  of  tiie  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Chaib  replied  that  such  would  be  tbe 
effect  fA  the  soooese  of  that  motion. 

The  House  seconded  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question — ^yeas  82,  nays  66. 

So  tne  Honse  ordered  the  main  question  to 
be  now  put 

Mr.  MoOabtt  asked  for  the  yeas  and  njysM 
the  main  question ;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were — yeas  143,  nays  69,  as  follows : 

TruL— Messrs.  Adams.  0.  Allan,  H-  AlHiii- 
thony,  Bailey,  Beale,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon.  Bortw, 
Bouldin,  Bovee,  Brinrs,  Buchanan,  Bimoi,  X  uj- 
boon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  Cis^ 
Cbambeis,  J.  CbambersJAapman,  Cbetwood,(UW> 
N.  H.  Clubome,  J.  F.  H.  CWbome,  Clart,  CoW 
Corwin,  Craig,  Crane,  Crary,  Gushing,  Dawson,  Den- 
ny, Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Fowler,  French,  J.  w- 
land,  R.  Garland,  Gholson,  Graham,  Granger,  mif^ 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  HiUnd  Hall,  Humtp". 
Harlan,  Hmier,  &  a  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Hip««r 
Haieltine,  Henderson,  Heister,  Herod,  Boar,  Hop- 
kins,  Howard,  HowcU,  HuUey,  Hunt,  Huntsmm, 
IngMsoU,  Inrfuun,  W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer  J. 
W.  Jones,  Kflgore,  Lane,  Lawlcr,  Lawrence,  WJ,  ^^ 
Lee,  L.  JLea,  Lewis,  Linwdn,  Love,  Lucas,  hf»,'- 
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Hum,  Martin,  a  Mtaon,  Manir,  Msj,  UcCtxtj,  Ho- 
Oomas,  KcKemum,  If  cEim,  Xeroer,  HUHgan,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Morris,  Molilenberg,  Owens,  Par- 
ker, Fatten,  D.  J.  Fearce,  J.  A.  Fearoe,  Peanon, 
Fettigrew,  Fbelps,  FUlUps,  FIckens,  Ftncknej,  Fotta, 
Seed,  Bencher,  John  ReTOolda,  Ricluurdaon,  Robert- 
MB,  Sobenck,  W.  B.  Shepaid,  A.  H.  Sbepperd, 
Shidda,  Slade,  ShMse,  Spaiwler,  Spragne,  Standefw, 
Sterie,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thomaon, 
Tomer,  Underwood,  'Vinton,  Wagener,  Washington, 
WetMter,  White,  EUaha  WhUtkaey,  L.  Williams,  a 
^raiiama,  T«U— 14S. 

Nat*. — ^Measrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Beaomont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bums,  Cambreleng, 
Chaney,  Cha|nn,  Coles,  Coshman,  Doableday,  Drom- 
eoole,  Efher,  F^rfield,  FarUn,  Fry,  Fuller,  Oalbndth, 
J.  B^  Earner,  Hardin,  A.  0.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Holt, 
Hnntii^^n,  Jarris,  C.  Johnson.  B.  Jones,  Laosing, 
J.  Lee,  Lemiard,  I'Ogan,  Ix>yall,  A.  Mann,  W.  Ma- 
son, M.  Mason,  McKay,  MeKeon,  MeLene,  F*ge, 
Faiks,  F.  nerce,  Joaei^  Reynolds,  Rogen,  Sey- 
mour, Sbinn,  addes,  &nith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Tnrrill,  Tanden>oel,  Ward,  Wardwell— 69. 

So  the  bin  was  ordered  to  a  third  readinir, 
and  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  paaseo, 
(after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Habdin.  explan- 
atory of  his  reasons  for  voting  agtunst  the 
bin.)* 


Thubsdat,  March  2. 
Jneestiffation  MeporU, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Oaslaso,  the  report  of 


*  TM«  bm,  thoa^  pmtngtoth  Hoiiaea  by  m  larga  a  TOta, 
did  not  bacMne  Uw,  mnaliilBg  noalgnad  by  the  Fnaldaat 
on  aeeoimt  of  the  nnoertalnty  of  its  prarWoni,  after  oanml- 
tMlon  with  tha  Attomey-Ornenl,  (Beq]amlii  F.  Batler, 
Saq^)  as  expUned  la  the  followliig  deoUrmtiott  eommnnl- 
eeted  by  the  Prealdent  to  Congreaa,  and  filed  in  the  Depait- 
maatofStite: — 


t  «r  PreMaU  Jaekm»far  not  acUng  df/lnAivrfy  sit 
1A«  iia  enlOled  "An  ad  detignaliiig  mi  limiting  the 
fimi*  TtceivaUefar  the  rtvenutt  qftht  United  Statu." 

The  bin  fh>m  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  deataaatlnK  tad 
Hiitiiij  the  Aiada  leoeiTible  for  the  lerennca  of  the  United 
Btatea,"  came  to  my  banda  yesteiday,  at  two  o'oloek  p.  h. 
On  penulns  it,  I  found  Ha  )m>rlatoii«  to  complex  and  nneer- 
tala,  that  I  dremed  It  neoeaeary  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the 
Attoniey-Oeneral  of  the  nalted  States  on  sereial  tmpoitaat 
qoeetlana,  teaching  its  eonatmetion  and  elfoctjwfore  I  could 
decide  on  the  dinoaitlon  to  be  made  of  it  The  Attorney- 
6«oeral  took  np  the  antiect  immediately,  and  hia  reply  wu 
imorted  to  ma  this  day  at  Ave  o'clock  r.  K.  Aa  this  omcer, 
altar  a  canftal  and  laborlmu  examination  of  the  bill,  aod  a 
dtrtlaet  axprearton  of  hia  oplnloa  oa  the  polala  piopoaed  to 
hta,  lUll  eama  to  the  eondnaloa  that  the  eonatmetion  of  the 
bin,  aboold  it  beoome  a  law,  wotdd  be  yet  a  rabject  of  mnoh 
perblextty  and  doobt,  (a  view  of  the  blU  entliely  coincident 
with  my  own,)  and  aal  cannot  think  It  jnroper,  In  a  matter 
of  each  Intereet  and  of  toch  coastant  q>pUcaaoiL  to  qtprove 
a  UU  ao  liable  to  dlTcisibr  of  Inletpretanona,  and  more  eepe- 
dally  aa  I  hare  not  haa  time,  amid  the  dntlea  constantly 
preuing  en  me,  to  gtre  the  anblect  that  deUbetata  conridera- 
tlon  whieh  ita  Impertanae  demaada,  I  am  conatralned  to  re- 
tain the  bin,  wtthont  acting  dellniUvely  therein;  and  to  the 
and  that  my  reaaona  for  tma  atep  may  be  folly  nnderatood 
I  ehall  cmoae  tbla  paper,  with  the  opulon  cf  the  Attorney 
Oenetal,  and  tha  bul  in  qaeatlon,  to  be  depoettad  la  the  De- 
nartment  of  State.  Vaulagton,  March  8, 18S7,  one-quarter 
Mforetwelrar.  a. 

ASSBEW  JACESON. 

Wale.— -TUa  M  of  Uarohwaa  the  last  day  of  eeaeial  JmA- 
aon's  presidential  ierrlce ;  and,  as  he  held  that  tha  day  ended 
•t  midnight,  ha  took  cars  to  do  thia  last  official  act  befcie 
tba  ezpiratlaa  of  the  dv,aad  to  ptaaerre  tha  arldaaee  cTlt^ 


the  minority  of  the  Select  Committee  of  whiok 
he  is  chairman,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Oablahd  moved  to  print  6,000  extra 
copies  of  the  two  reports,  without  the  evi- 
dence. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the 
motion  at  this  time, 

Mr.  Hawks  moved  to  amend  this  motion  by 
adding  6,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  West  Point  Aotdemy. 
Agreed  to— yeas  64,  nays  48. 

Ihrt\fieation  BiU—D^^t  Claiue. 

The  bin  making  appropriations  for  oertaia 
fortifications  for  vm  year  1887,  and  for  odier 
purposes,  had  been  retomed  from  the  Senate 
with  an  amendmoit,  striking  oat  that,  portion 
of  the  bin  which  provides  that  the  money  whidi 
may  remain  in  the  Treasnry  of  the  United 
States  on  the  1st  of  Jannary  next,  reserving 
five  mUUons  of  doUars,  shall  be  deposited  with 
the  several  States,  acoordiag  to  certain  pr»- 
visions  of  the  act  to  regnlate-  the  pnbUo  de- 
posits, passed  June  28, 1886 ;  and  the  question 
was  on  oonoorring  with  the  Senate  in  th^ 
amendment. 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  would  make  but  a  remaric 
or  two  tipon  the  motion  which  he  proposed  to 
make  in  relation  to  the  amendment  <^  tbe 
Senate. 

The  Honse  had  incorporated  the  danse  for  a 
distribution  of  any  surplus  which  might  be  in 
the  Treasoiy  at  the  end  of  the  year,  among  the 
States,  into  the  fortification  bill,  by  a  large  and 
decisive  majority.  The  S^iato  amended  the 
bin  by  stiilong  out  this  most  important  pro- 
vision ;  and  ttus  House,  tipon  a  reconsiderau<m 
of  the  subject,  reaffirmed  their  first  decisiogi, 
and  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
by  a  majority  equally  decisive,  and  one  which, 
under  the  circumstances,  I  might  say  was  ovea^ 
whelming.  The  Senate  haa  thon^  proper, 
nevertheless,  to  insist  upon  its  amenomait; 
and  the  question  is  now  presented,  whether  we 
shall  recede  from  the  groimd  we  have  taken,  or 
firmly  adhere  to  a  measure  which  we  believe 
to  be  of  vital  interest.  The  questi(»i  is  one  of 
the  first  magnitude,  of  the  greatest  importance, 
and  connected  directly  with  the  permanent  in- 
terest and  welfare  of  the  whole  country.  We 
have  now  to  decide  whether  this,  the  popular 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature— wheAer 
we,  the  representotives  of  the  people,  to  whom 
the  constitution  has  intrusted,  in  an  especial 
manner,  the  groardiansbip  and  the  duty  or  pre- 
serving the  public  treasure— diall  surrender  np 
our  trust,  abandon  our  own  views  of  pnblM 
duty,  and  conform  to  the  wishes  and  wiU  o£  the 
Senate.  A  principle  of  deep  interest  is  tfans 
involved  in  this  question,  besides  that  of  mere 
expediency  in  relation  to  the  particular  measure 
under  consideration.  Can  any  one  doubt  the 
line  of  duty  thus  plainly  marked  out  to  us? 
Are  we  not  bound  in  justice  to  ourselves,  in 
Justice  to  the  constitution  and  to  the  best  in< 
terests  of  the  ooootry,  firmly  to  adhere  to  our 
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first  resolve  ?  Upon  the  point  of  ezpedienoj, 
whatever  donbt  may  have  existed  in  the  minds 
of  anj,  whether  there  would  be  a  surplus  of 
anj  considerable  amount  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
when  this  proposition  was  first  submitted, 
Borely  now,  since  the  land  bill  has  been  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  not  the  slightest  prospect 
remains  of  reviving  it  at  the  present  session, 
there  is  no  longer  any  ground  of  uncertainty  as 
to  that  question.  All  must  now  admit,  not 
only  that  there  will  be  a  surplus,  but  that  it 
will  be  a  very  large  one ;  and  the  question  is 
now  presented,  and  must  be  decided  by  the 
vote  which  we  are  about  to  take,  whether  the 
fifteen  or  twenty  millions  in  the  Treasury,  over 
uid  above  the  demands  of  the  public  swvioe. 
will  be  more  secure  when  depodted  with  and 
distributed  among  the  several  States  of  the 
Union,  or  in  State  banks  over  which  we  have 
no  control,  whose  condition  at  this  moment  is 
inflated,  uncertain,  and  perilous  in  the  highest 
degree.  Those  who  think  the  States  less  safe 
or  trustworthy  than  the  numerous  State  banks 
which  hold  the  public  moneys  in  depont,  will 
of  course  be  against  us. 

Another  great  question  is  presented,  and 
must  be  decided  by  our  present  action.  It  is, 
whether  we  shall  suffer  a  surplus  revenue,  the 
unavoidable  and  unforeseen  result  of  past  legis- 
lation, to  renuun  in  the  national  Treasury  to 
tempt  the  next  Congress,  as  it  has  done  the 
present  one,  to  swell  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government  in  a  degree  and  in  a  manner  whol- 
ly inconsistent  with  every  idea  of  economy. 
I  do  not  intend  to  enter  fiirther  into  the  argu- 
ment, I  have  observed,  at  another  step  of  the 
progress  of  this  measure,  that  I  considered  the 
aigmnent,  both  for  and  agtunst  it,  ftilly  before 
the  country  ;  and  I  conclude  by  moving  that 
this  House  do  insist  upon  its  disagreemoit  to 
ike  Seaate's  amendment. 

The  Sfkaxkb  said  that  motion,  if  reacted, 
would  be  equivalent  to  a  motion  to  agree  to 
the  amendment 

Mr.  Vandkbpobi.  said  that,  as  he  believed 
every  gentleman  had  made  up  Ids  mind,  he 
would  move  the  previous  question. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  and  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

Mr.  Howell  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  question ;  which  were  refus- 
ed. And  the  House  determined  that  the  main 
question  should  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Bill  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
midn  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  "  Will  the  House  dis- 
agree to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  ? "  was 
taJcen,  and  decided  in  the  a£bmative,  as  fol- 
lows:_ 

Yeas. — Uessrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
AUen,  BaUey,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Brigra,  Buchanan, 
Bnnch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  C^oun,  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Cham- 
beit,  CSietwood,   Ohilds,  Kathanld  H.  daibome, 


Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cashing,  Darlii^loa, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Ehnote,  ISvans,  ETtiett, 
Frendi,  Bice  Gairland,  Graham,  Grai^er,  Onfet, 
Orayson,  Orennell,  GriiBn,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hu- 
din,  Hatian,  Harper,  Bswes,  Haseltine,  Hendenoii, 
Heister,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt,  laga- 
soU,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Henry  John- 
son,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Isae,  Lawrence,  La;,  Lnke 
Lea,  Lewis,  Linadn,  Love,  Lyon,  Job  Mann,  Stmsoa 
llason,  Kaury,  May,  McCaity,  McGomas,  McEenaiii, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morris,  P(^ 
ker,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Fejton, 
Pbillipe,  Pickens,  Potts,  Beed,  Bencher,  John  Be;- 
nolds,  Robertson,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Slade,  ^isngler,  Standder,  Stede,  Storer, 
Sutherland,  Waddy  Thompson,  Turner,  Underwood, 
Yinton,  Washington,  White,  Elisba  Whittksej, 
Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams— -110. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Anthony,  A^  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Black,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Bo^ 
Brown,  Bums,  Bynnm,  Cambreleng,  Chaney,  Qmfia, 
John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cdes,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cnrj, 
Cnshman,  Doubleday,  Droagoole,  Thmlap,  Fairfield, 
Farlin,  ¥tj.  Fuller,  James  Garland,  Gbolsoo,  OUa- 
cock,  Orantland,  Haley,  Hamer,  Hannc^an,  Albert 
O.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Howard,  Hub- 
ley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Tngham,  Jarris,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Richard  M.  Jotmson,  Cave  Johnaon,  John 
W.  Jones,  Beijjamin  Jones,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Gideon 
Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Lonn, 
Lo^ll,  Lucas,  William  Mason,  M.  Mason,  McKay, 
McEeon,  McEim,  McLene,  Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Pat- 
terson, Patton,  Franklm  I^erce,  Dotee  J.  Pearce, 
Phelps,  Pfaiokney,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Bogen,  Bchenck, 
Seymour,  Shields,  Siinii,  Sickles,  Smith,  tufltit, 
TlxHnas,  John  Thomson,  Turrill,  yanderpoel,>Wage- 
ner.  Ward,  Wardwell,  WOmUt,  Thomas  T.  Whit- 
Uesey,  Wise,  Yell— -94. 

So  the  House  disagreed  to  the  amcndnwDt 
of  the  Senate. 


Fridat,  March  8. 
lireneh  Spoliationt  prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  HowABD  said  that  he  was  instructed  by 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whicjt 
were  referred  numerous  memorials  from  claim- 
ants for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800,  to 
move  that  a  list  of  those  claimants,  whidi  he 
held  in  his  hand,  be  printed  for  the  nse  of  the 
Ilouse.  It  had  been  asserted,  by  those  oppos- 
ed to  the  claims,  that  they  were  chiefly  in  the 
hands  of  speculators,  who  bad  purchased  them 
at  a  small  price,  and  were  therefore  not  entitled 
to  as  much  justice  as  the  orinnal  sufferers 
would  have  been.  The  committee  had  en- 
deavored to  classify  the  petitioners;  and  flie 
result  would  show  that  there  was  little  or  no 
foundation  for  this  opinion.  When  the  names 
should  be  printed,  he  hoped  the  members  of 
the  House  would  test  its  accuracy  by  examin- 
ing the  names  of  the  claimants  in  the  seversl 
States. 

Mr.  H.  stud  he  would  add,  upon  taa  individ- 
ual responsibility  as  a  member  of  this  Ilonse, 
that,  from  a  laborious  investigation,  he  was 
satisfied  of  the  intrindo  Jastioe  of  these  daima, 
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and  believed  that  they  must  and  would  be  paid 
at  some  time  or  other.  As  far  as  his  voice 
conid  reach,  he  encooraged  the  claimants  to 
persevere,  and  not  suffer  their  energy  to  be 
overcome  by  the  long  delay  which  had  been 
heretofore  pmnfolly,  and,  he  would  add,  u^ost- 
ly  experienced. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  Ust : 


AbstfMt 

of  petitioners  on  aooomtof  Fi 

enchnwUa- 

Horn  prior  to  1800,  and  whose  memorials  are  now 

before 

CongreBB,  viz: 

Fn»n  the  State  of  Mune, 

.       «9 

«i 

» 

Kew  Hampshire, 

-      68 

«i 

u 

Vermont,   - 

2 

u 

a 

Kaaaachiisetts,     • 

•    S62 

M 

u 

BhodeUand,     • 

.       -      25 

U 

u 

Connecticut, 

-      «0 

u 

u 

New  Yd*, 

•       -    101 

u 

t( 

New  Jeney, 

4 

u 

«i 

Pennsylvania,     • 

•    106 

u 

<( 

DeUware,   - 

6 

u 

u 

llaiyland,   •        • 

.    124 

u 

t< 

District  of  Colombia,  ■ 

-      20 

u 

u 

Virginia    -       -       . 

-      49 

t4 

u 

North  Carolina,  • 

.        -      26 

(1 

<( 

South  Carolina,  • 

-      27 

l( 

u 

Oeorgia,     • 

8 

u 

u 

Kentudty,  - 

8 

u 

<■ 

Ohio,          .        -       • 

« 

u 

u 

Alabama,   - 

2 

u 

u 

ICsslasippi,         -        • 

-        1 

11 

«« 

Looidana,  ■       ■       ■ 

2 

u 

-  u 

MilBODri,      •          ■         ■ 

-        1 

c< 

u 

Indiana,      •       . 

1 

Total, 


966 


And  the  following  appears  to  be  a  proper 
dassificalioa  of  the  above-stated  petitioners. 


viz: 


Petitiras  of  originBl  claimants  in  their  own  ri^t,  446 


of  administratora, 

of  executois, 

for  heirs, 

for  estates, 

as  smnriving  paitneis, 

as  guardians, 

widows  for  estates, 

as  assignees  of  bank- 
rupts and  as  trustees 
of  inacdvents. 


10» 

118 

87 

46 

79 
2 

4 


62 


^:s3 


of  insurance  companies,  as  assignees 

of  original  claimants,  for  losses 

covered  by  insurance,  ■        .        . 

of  original  claimants,  "  for  self  and 

otiien," 

"  "         "by  attorney," 

"  ««        "by  agents,"  - 

Total,       .... 


439 


18 

IS 
28 
18 

966 


The  motion  at  Mr.  H.  was  agreed  to,  without 
a  division. 

Mr.  Wiss,  firom  the  Select  CVnnmittee  appoint- 
ed to  inqnire  into  the  oondition  of  the  varions 
executive  departmeota,  presented  the  reports 


of  the  minority  and  minority  of  that  committee, 
and  also  the  views  of  an  individual  member  oi 
the  committee,  which  he  moved  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  that  the  reports,  ioomal  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  acoompanving  docnmeuts,  be  print- 
ed ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Ibrt^fieation  Bill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  mAing  appropriations  for  certain 
fortifications,  and  for  other  purposes,  for  the 
year  1887 ;  which  said  bill  had  been  returned 
firom  the  Senate  with  a  message  that  that  body 
insisted  on  its  amendment,  by  which  the  amend- 
ment of  this  House,  providing  for  the  distribu- 
tion  of  such  surplus  revenue  as  might  remain 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  Ist 
of  January  next,  reserving  five  millions  of  dol* 
lars,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 
regulate  the  public  deposits,  approved  June  38, 
1886,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Bkix,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks, 
urging  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the  mo- 
tion he  was  about  to  make,  moved  that  the 
House  insist  on  its  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion ;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question  was  then  taken,  and 
decided — yeas  106,  nays  88. 

So  the  House  insisted  on  their  disagreemoit 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

l%oni»  to  the  ^pealctr. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Mtihlkiibebo,  (Mr.  PntBoa, 
of  Kew  Hampshire,  then  temporarily  occnpy. 
ing  the  chair,) 

Jietolved,  ttnammoiu/y.  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  presented  to  the  honorable  Jiuta  K.  Polx, 
for  the  able,  dignified,  and  impartial  manner  with 
which  he  has  presided  over  its  deliberations,  and 
performed  the  arduous  and  important  duties  of  the 
Chair. 

Ibrtifieation  Sill—Dutribution  of  the 
Surplvi. 

Mr.  Bell  then  asked  the  general  consent  of 
the  House  to  make  a  report  from  the  committee 
of  conference. 

Leave  being  granted, 

Mr.  Bell  rose  and  said :  Mr.  Sneaker :  The 
committee  of  conference  appointea  on  the  part 
of  this  House  to  meet  a  similar  committee  ap- 
p<^nted  by  the  Senate,  on  their  motion,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  in  relation  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  which  proposed  to  strike  out  firom  the 
"  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifica- 
tions of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1887, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  that  clause  proposing  to 
distribute  the  surplus  revenue  on  the  1st  day  of 
January  next,  report  that  they  have  performed 
the  doty  assigned  them,  and  have  come  to  no 
agreement  Mr.  B.  therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to 
report  this  &ct  to  the  House,  that  it  might,  if 
it  chose,  at  this  period  of  the  sitting,  proceed 
to  take  such  other  steps  as  it  sboida  think 
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proper ;  and  he  now  moved  that  the  Hoose  do 
adhere  tp  their  disagreement. 

Mi.  Havis  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on 
this  motion ;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Bell,  that  the  House  do  adhere  to  their 
disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendment — 

Mr.  OAMBBBLENa  said,  as  this  was  the  last 
vote  that  could  be  taken  on  this  subject,  he  bad 
merely  to  state  that,  if  the  House  adhered,  the 
bill  was  lost.  [Loud  cries  of  order!  order  1 
from  several  parts  of  the  hall ;  and  if  Mr.  0. 
did  make  any  additional  remarks,  his  voice  was 
entirely  drowned  by  the  noise.] 

Mr.  Granobb.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  announced  that 
this  bill  was  lost  if  the  Honse  adhered.  How 
did  he  know  that  f 

Mr.  Oambheleno.  I  have  the  assurance  from 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bell  remarked  that  the  gentleman's  de- 
claration was  a  most  extraordinary  one.  The 
committee  of  three  persons  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  or  any  number  of  gentiemen  of  that 
House,  might  think  that,  beoanse  that  commit- 
tee could  come  to  no  agreement,  the  body  it 
represented  might  not.  Bat  nothing  coold  be 
more  tme  than  that  the  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate could  not  vote  for  or  speak  for  the  whole 
body  ©f  the  Senate,  or  even  for  a  majority  of 
it  They  spoke,  and  spoke  only,  their  own 
sentiments ;  the  same  as  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House  spoke  their  sentiments  as  a 
committee.  Neither  conld  speak  or  vote  for 
the  whole  body  or  a  minority  of  it ;  else  why 
the  necessity  of  ^proving,  disapproving,  adopt- 
ing, or  r^ectin^  their  report  t 

Mr.  Adams  mqnired  if  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  York  was  in  order  in  referring  to  what 
bad  taken  place  before  the  committee  of  con-; 


The  Oraib  (temporarily  occupied  by  Mr. 
PiBBox,  of  New  Hampshire)  said  the  point 
onght  to  have  been  ndsed  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Adams  bad  understood  the  point  of  order 
was  made,  for  the  gentleman  was  loudly  called 
to  order ;  and  Mr.  A.  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  Speaker  at  once  to  have  arrested  the  re- 
marks. 

The  Chaib  had  heard  no  gentleman  rise  in 
his  place  and  raise  tibe  point  of  order,  or  he 
fihonld  have  at  once  entertained  it 

Mr.  Adams.  Was  it  in  order  for  the  gentie- 
man  firom  New  York  to  intimidate,'  or  to  make 
remarks  for  the  purpose  of  intimidating,  the 
members  of  this  Honse  in  the  votes  they  might 
be  about  to  give  ? 

The  Ohaib  bad  not  heard  any  "  intimidation  " 
thrown  out  by  the  member  ft-om  New  York. 

Mr.  Adams  expressed  a  hope  that  no  member 
would  be  influenced  by  what  fell  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Cambbbleko  said,  gentlemen  might  take 
the  responsibUity  of  losing  the  fortifiottnon  bill 
if  they  pleased.  Upon  him  at  least  it  would 
not  rest,  and  he  should  vote  to  recede. 


Mr.  Yahdebpoel  thought  it  entirely  nsclesa 
to  be  indulging  in  recrimination  on  this  subject 
He  believed  every  man  had  made  up  his  mind, 
and  was  willing  to  assume  the  responsibility,  if 
any  there  was,  or  would  be,  in  this  matter. 
For  his  own  part,  he  was  perfectiy  ready  and 
willing  to  take  his  share  of  it  He  had  voted 
against  the  proposition  ingrafted  on  this  bill  in 
the  first  instance,  becanse  it  contained  what  be 
believed  to  be  a  most  obnoxious  principle— that 
of  distribution ;  and  which,  in  his  opinion, 
counterbalanced  and  overbalanced  all  the  bene- 
fits of  the  fortification  bill.  He  was  also  willing 
to  vote  against  it  again,  on  the  same  ground, 
and  to  assume  his  share  of  the  responsibility ; 
but,  believing  that  speeches  would  make  no 
oopverts,  he  hoped  the  question  would  be  takoi 
without  further  debate. 

Mr.  Lank  said,  the  bill  called  the  deposit  biQ 
of  the  last  session  sprang  from  a  legitimate 
source,  from  one  of  the  standing  committees, 
and  was  a  bill  connected  with  bnt  a  sin^e 
other  provision  near  of  kin.  It  was  known, 
officially  known,  that  a  large  snrplns  had  and 
would  accumulate  in  the  Treasury,  beyond  the 
wants  of  the  Government,  and  there  was  time 
for  the  action  of  Congress^  and  an  m>parent 
necessity  for  it  Otherwise,  m  the  present  case, 
it  has  been  introduced  as  an  amendment  to  the 
fortification  bill — a  bill  upon  which  the  safety 
of  our  commerce,  our  cities,  our  people,  and 
the  national  honor,  depend — at  the  dose  of  the 
ses!<ion;  not  a  bill  of  this  House,  but  of  the 
Senate.  The  Senate  has  reftised  to  concur. 
This  House  has  adhered.  The  Senate  ag»n 
refuse  to  concur,  and,  in  all  due  courtesy,  has 
asked  a  committee  of  conference.  That  com- 
mittee fail  to  agree ;  and  it  now  remuns  to  be 
determined  whether  this  House  will  recede ;  if 
it  does  not,  the  fortification  biD,  so  important 
to  the  defence  of  the  conntry,  must  ML. 

If  a  pertinacious  adherence  to  the  amend- 
ment would  save  the  amendment,  even  at  the 
loss  of  the  fortification  bill,  there  would  exist 
some  reason  for  firmness ;  bnt  the  disagreement 
has  arrived  at  that  point  of  legislation  whidi, 
by  the  vote  now  to  be  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recede,  is  to  decide  the  fate  of  both :  to  recede 
is  to  pass  the  fortification  bill — to  refuse  is  the 
loss  of  both.  This  House  most  recede,  or  they 
sleep  together. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  called  upon  honorable  mem- 
bers to  pause  and  reflect  before  they  gave  such 
a  vote ;  a  vote  that  wonld  not  only  put  a  stop 
to  all  the  public  works  now  in  progress,  and 
permit  them  to  fall  into  decay,  bnt  blij^t  the 
national  credit  and  honor  by  a  breach  of  nar 
tional  faith.  Existing  contraota  mnst  be  vio- 
lated, for  the  want  of  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  to  fUfil  them. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  when  does.the  amendment 
propose  to  deposit  the  surplus  revenue  t  Not 
nntu  January,  1888. 

tSx.  L.  said  he  wonld  call  upon  boooraUe 
members  to  say  if  any  necessity  existed  fw 
sadi  prematiire  action  iqKin  the  sabjeot  of  the 
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■orpins  revenoe.  The  amendment  proposed  to 
diibribate  in  January,  1888,  before  it  can  be 
known  whether  there  will  be  any  to  distribute. 
A  war  with  Mexico,  or  a  protracted  one  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  it  would  all  be  swallowed 
op  for  national  defence.  Suppose  a  large  sur- 
plus should  accumulate,  there  will  be  ample 
time  for  the  next  Congress  to  act  apon  the  sub- 
ject before  the  amendment,  if  adopted,  could 
take  effect  Sir,  this  House  has  but  a  few 
hours  to  act;  the  next  Congress  will  have  a 
moBtlL  From  estimates  laid  before  them,  they 
will  be  able  to  act  advisedly  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  llunr,  of  Kew  York,  expressed  a  hope 
that  this  quMtion  was  not  to  be  debated  again 
at  this  late  hoar ;  and  he  therefore  demanded 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Glasoook.  I  second  the  motion,  for  I 
do  hqpe  that  it  will  not  be  debated  any  more. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was 
tinea  seconded  by  the  House — ^yeas  186;  and 
the  main  qaestion  was  ordered,  without  a  di- 
'  vision. 

Mr.  Bmoes  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question ;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were — yeas  107,  nays  87,  as  follows : 

TxjB. — Keasrs,  Adams,  C.  *ll«",  H.  Allen,  BaQey, 
Bdl,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch,  J.  Cal- 
hoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Childs,  N.  H. 
Cbibome,  Clark,  Connor,  Conrin,  Crane,  Cushing, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett, 
Forester,  Fowler,  French,  R.  Gaiiand,  Graham,  Gran- 
ger, Graves,  Grayson,  Greunell,  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Hard, 
Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Haires,  Hazeltine,  Heister, 
Herod,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt,  IngersoU,  W. 
Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  Kugore,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love, 
Lyon,  J.  Uann,  S.  Mason,  Haury,  May,  McCarty,  Uc- 
Comaa,  HcKennan,  McLene,  Mercer,  MiUigan,  Mont- 
Koaaefy,  Parker,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew, 
Peyton,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Fotta,  Beed,  Rencher, 
John  Bieynoldi,  Richardson,  Robertson,  W.  B.  Sbep- 
aid,  A.  H.  Sbepperd,  Slade,  Standefer,  Storer,  Suther- 
land, Taliaferro,  W.  Thomson,  Turner,  Underwood, 
TkitoD,  Waahuigton,  White,  E.  WhitUeaey,  L.  Wil- 
liama,  &  Williams— 107. 

Kats. — Messrs.  AnthiHiy,  Ash,  Barton,  Beaumont, 
Natk,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Bums,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breleng.  Chapman,  Chapin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Diml^>,  Fairfield, 
Farlln,  Fuller,  J.  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grant- 
land,  Haley,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  A.  0.  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Holt,  Howi^,  Hubley,  Huntii^ton, 
Hmtsman,  Ingham,  J,  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kennon,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  G.  Lee,  J. 
Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  A.  Mann,  Mar- 
tin, W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  McKay,  McEeon,  McEim, 
UUer,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Paries,  Patterson,  Patton, 
F.  Keroe,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Joseph 
Beynolds,  Rogers,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Spnigue, 
Ttjlor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Turrill,  Yanderpoel, 
Wigener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  T.  T.  Whit- 
ttoey.  Wise,  Tell— 87. 

So  the  House  determined  to  adhere  to  its 
disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendment ;  and 
a  message  was  sent  to  that  body,  by  its  Clerk, 
notifying  them  of  the  fact. 
You  Xm.— 28 


S^ier'$  Addrtti. 

The  Spkaksb  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

OiHTLiMiH :  The  twenty-fourth  Congress  has  now 
closed  its  deliberations,  and,  being  about  to  be  dis- 
solved, I  seize  the  moment  of  our  separation  to  re- 
turn to  this  House  my  profound  acknowledgments  for 
the  many  evidences  I  have  had  of  your  indulgent 
kindnesa,  and  generous  confidence  and  support,  dur- 
ing the  period  I  have  presided  'over  your  delibera- 
tions ;  but  more  especially  do  I  return  to  you  my 
sincere  thanks  for  tiie  vote  you  have  been  pleased 
this  day  to  pass,  approving  my  official  conduct  u  the 
chair.  No  language,  gentlemen,  can  adequately  con- 
vey the  deep  sense  of  graUtude  which  this  testimonial 
of  your  good  opinion  has  excited  in  my  breast  The 
gratification  which  it  has  afforded  is  Uie  greater,  be- 
cause the  resolution  which  you  have  passed  conveys 
the  voluntary  and  deliberately  expressed  opinions  of 
gentlemen,  with  many  of  whom  I  have  been  long 
associated  here,  all  of  whom  have  been  the  eyewit- 
nesses of  my  conduct  as  the  presding  officer  of  this 
House,  and  whose  friendship,  esteem,  and  confidence, 
1  shall  cherish  to  the  latest  hour  of  my  life. 

I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  high  station  with 
a  fhU  sense  of  the  reqwnsibility  which  must  often 
devolve  upon  me,  and  with  the  fixed  purpose,  if  I 
know  my  own  heart,  so  to  dischaige  those  duties  as 
to  merit  the  respect  and  good  opimon  of  thia  House 
and  the  approbation  of  the  country.  I  have  had  no 
other  deare  than  that  the  rules  and  parliamentary 
laws  by  which  our  proceedings  are  regulated  should 
be  properly  expounded  and  correctly  administered. 
It  is  due  to  candor  to  say  that  the  steady  and  un- 
wavering support  which  you  have  upon  all  occasions 
given  me  has  alone  enabled  me  successfUly  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  assigned  me.  The  anxiety  and  so- 
licitude which  1  have  often  felt,  and  especially  In 
seasons  of  great  political  excitement,  from  which  onr 
deliberations  have  not  been  exempt,  to  perform  my 
duty,  not  only  with  faithfulness,  but  acceptably  to 
the  House  and  to  the  country,  can  be  known  and  ap- 
preciated only  by  him  who  has  filled  this  chair. 
Amidst  the  embarrassments  and  di^culties  which 
have  often  surrounded  me,  it  has  given  me  pleasure, 
upon  all  occasions,  to  court  the  advice  and  correc- 
tion of  the  House  if  I  erred ;  and  it  is  a  source  of 
the  highest  gratification  to  me  to  know  that,  upon 
the  ni^etous  occa^ons  when  the  House  has  been 
appealed  to  to  aiSrm  or  reverse  the  official  deddons 
wmch  it  was  my  duty  to  make,  you  have  promptly 
given  me  your  support.  I  am  not  vain  enough  to 
believe  that  I  have  passed  through  the  many  trying 
occasions  which  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  onr 
deliberations,  during  which  many  difficult  and  often 
novel  questions  of  pariiamentaiy  law  and  practice 
have  been  suddenly  presented  for  instantaneous  de- 
cision, without  having  often  fallen  into  error.  If, 
however,  I  have  erred,  I  trust  it  has  not  been  on  points 
material ;  I  know  it  has  not  been  intentional ;  and 
the  approbation  of  my  official  conduct  which  you 
have  tbia  day  expressed  affords  the  highest  proof  that 
you  have  generously  overiooked  my  errors,  and  done 
more  than  justice  to  the  unwearied  efforts  I  have 
made  to  merit  your  good  opinion,  and,  so  far  ss  de- 
pended on  my  official  acts,  to  promote  the  interests 
of  onr  constituents. 

If,  gentlemen,  in  the  coarse  of  oordelibeiatioiM  as 
tiie  representatives  of  the  nation,  there  has  been 
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oooaaional  excitement  or  feeling,  growing  out  of 
political  coUidona,  the  natural  ofl^ring  of  -honest 
diftrcnoM  of  opinion,  now  that  we  are  about  to  sep- 
arate, many  of  us  neTcr  again  to  meet  In  this  hall,  or 
*'  this  side  the  grare,"  may  we  not  hope  that  all  re- 
eoUectian  <rf  nopleaaBit  incidents  that  are  passed  may 
be  foigotten,  and  that  each  one  of  ns,  whaterer  may 
be  Ua  Aitate  destiny,  may  devote  himself  to  the  ad- 
vancement <tf  the  beet  interests  (tf  our  coontiy.  In 
Mdng  leave  of  700,  genUemen,  I  wish  yon  a  safe 


return  to  yoor  fiuniliea  and  Menda ;  and  my  prayw 
is,  that  the  bieaingt  of  an  ovenijiog  PravidsBce 
may  rest  upon  you  all. 

And  now  it  only  remains  for  me  to  perform  thi 
last  doty  asagned  me,  by  die  a^jotunmeat  of  tUi 
House,  and,  accordingly,  I  announce  that  this  Hoom 
stands  adjourned  without  day. 

The  Honae  then  B^jotmed. 
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TWElSTY-FrFTH  CONGRESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 


BSaUN  AT   THE   CITY   OF  WASHINaTON,   SEPTEMBEE   4,    X8»7. 


PROCEEDINGS  AT  EXTRA  SESSION. 


9b  Ptrt);,  M4I. 

MABTIK  VAN  BTJBEN,  of  New  York,  PrtiidmL 
BICHABD  M.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentitokj,  Fum  Aoidoit 


Beeretarf  of  Statt. 
HuBf  Foasm.    [Appointed  in  the  proTions  term.] 

Beenlmj  cf  iU  Trtatwt. 

\xw\   WoosBcxr.     [Appointed   in  tlie  prerloiu 
tenn.] 

Btantarnf  War. 
Jon.  B.  PoEuan.    [Appointed  4tli  March,  1887.] 


Smretary  vfOnt  JVoty. 

IUhlov  Dicuawa.    [Appointed  in  the  previoot 
term. 

Axos  Knviu,    [Appointed  in  the  prerious  term.] 

BixjAXiir  F.  BuTUtt.    [Appointed  in  the  prerlons 
term.] 


PKOCEEDINGS  IS  THE  SENATE.* 


h  pnrsnanoe  tvf  tho  authority  riven  by  Uie 
eooBtftntioD,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  15th  d«y  of  May,  oansed  to  be  issued  the 
prodaaiation  vMoh  follows : 

Whereas  great  and  weigltty  matten,  fii«i»»«t«g  the 
eouidentioa  of  the  Gon^en  of  the  United  States, 


•  U8T  OS  -UTSMBBRB  0^  THB  BKKATB. 

JTafiML— John  BngglM,  Bnel  WnBuiu. 
StHt  EamptkbrtT-neazj  Hnbbud,  rianUln  Flnet, 
JTowaekiMeMK— John  IHtU,  Dinlel  W«1wt«T. 
Biodt  /<*»•<(.— ir«benil«h  K.  Knight,  Ash«r  BobUiu. 
0>iHuoMarf,— John  IL  SUei,  Peny  Smith. 
Fwrnoul— S*aael  PtobUh,  Beqjuala  Swift. 
jr«w  Fofffc.— l^athaald  P.  TaDiiuidce,  BlUa  Tilght 
Aw  •Ara«i.— Stmad  I..  Soathud,  ewrett  D.  WaH. 
PMMyfciaiWa^-Jtmet  Bnohuia,  Stmnel  HoEean. 
Mowom— Blshud  H.  BaTud,  Thomu  Clajtoi. 
JI<iry<a<Mi;r-Jauph  Kut,  Jotm  B.  Bpcaoa. 
riivMiv-Wllltaai  a  SiTti,  Mu  J.  SmOM, 


form  an  extraordinary  occasion  for  oonreniog  them, 
I  do,  by  these  presents,  appoint  the  fltst  Konday  of 
S^rtismber  next  for  their  meeting  at  the  cily  of 
Washington ;  hereby  reqniilng  the  reepeotiTe  Senar 
tors  and  Bepresentatives  then  and  there  to  assemble 
in  Congress,  in  order  to  recetre  sach  commnnications 
as  may  tlien  l>e  made  to  them,  and  to  consult  and 


ITorlK  CbrvKfUL— Bedftitd  Brawn,  Bobart  Stnng*. 
BmOk  OiraUda,— John  0.  Oalhoui,  WnUam  C.  Piastoa. 
&«oiT<a.— Alfred  Onthbert,  John  P.  Eij«, 
^lo&aaMi.— Clemcat  C.  C)kj,  Wmiam  K.  Kli«. 
MitiMlppi.—Joha.  Blwsk,  Bobert  J.  WaUur. 
X«iiMa«a.— Akixaadw  Uontoa,  Sob«rt  a  mobolaa 
TmnaaaM.— Felix  Orondy,  Hugh  L.  Whita, 
Kentucty.—'Oaaj  Clay,  John  J.  Crittaadan. 
ulrtonaaa.— William  S.  Fulton,  Ambroaa  H.  Bevlar. 
JHtxmri.— Thomaa  H.  Benton,  Lewia  F.  Linn. 
JZMaoit.— John  H.  SobUuon,  Blchaid  M.  Tonng. 
Adiofia.— Oliver  H.  Smith,  John  Tipton. 
OMo.— iruUam  Alien,  Thomaa  Uorrii. 
JniiM^(M,—LB(in4 1^00,  John  Borraa 
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determine  on  inch  meMores  «s  in  their  wisdom  may 
be  deemed  meet  for  the  welfire  of  the  United  States. 
In  testimony  wliereof,  I  have  caused  tlie  seal  of 
[l.  g.]  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and 
signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 
Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  fifteenth 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seTen, 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States,  the 
•ixty-flrst  M.  YAK  BUBEN. 

By  the  President: 

Jobs  Fobbtth,  Secretary  of  State. 


HoHSAT,  September  4, 1837. 

This  being  the  Ahj  derignated  in  the  proola- 
roation  of  tn«  President  of  the  United  States 
for  a  special  meeting  of  botb  Hoaxes  of  Con- 
gress, the  Senate  assembled  in  tlie  Senate 
Chamber  at  the  Capitol,  at  the  usual  hoar  of 
IS  o'clock. 

Hon.  RioHABD  M.  Johnson,  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  called  the  Senate  to  order 
at  12  o'clock,  when  forty-two  Senators  appeared 
in  their  seats. 

Mr.  ZiNo,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  Messrs.  C.  C.  Clat  and  Robsbt  Stbanok, 
Senators  as  above,  who  took  the  nsnal  oath. 

Mr.  Rivxs  presented  the  credentials  of  Mr. 
RoANB,  Senator  as  above,  who  was  also  qoali- 
fied. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Enra,  of  Alabama,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  was  instmoted  to  inform 
the  House  of  Representatives  that  a  quorum 
of  the  Senate  was  now  present,  and  ready  to 
proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  moved  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  join  a  similar  committee  from  the 
Bouse,  in  order  to  wait  upon  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  Congress 
was  assembled  and  ready  to  receive  such  com- 
munication as  he  might  have  to  make ;  and  the 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Ohaib  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eino,  of 
Alabama,  authorized  to  appoint  the  said  com- 
mittee ;  and  Mr.  Wbioht,  and  Mr.  Kore,  of  Ala- 
bama, were  appointed  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  usual  number 
of  newqmpers  was  ordered  for  the  use  of  the 
Senators. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  the 
•lection  of  the  Sergeant-at-arms  and  Door- 
keeper to  the  Senate;  whereupon  Stbpbbn 
Eaiobt  (the  late  doorkeeper)  was  nnanimonsly 
elected,  at  the  first  balloting,  Sergeant-at-anns 
to  the  Senate,  in  room  of  the  late  Sergeant, 
Mr.  Shacktobd,  deceased;  and  at  the  third 
balloting,  Mr.  Edwabd  Wtbb  was  elected  (out 
of  many  candidates)  Doorkeeper  in  room  of 
Mr.  Haioht. 

And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tcbsdat,  September  6. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
BepresentatiTes,  through  Mr.  Fbaneun,  their 


Clerk,  announcing  to  the  Senate  that  a  qaonan 
of  the  House  had  assembled,  had  elec^t 
Speaker,  had  concurred  with  the  resolatioDcf 
the  Senate  for  appointing  a  committee  to  wiit 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  tud  1m1 
appointed  a  committee  on  their  part. 
Mr.  Wbiobt,  from  the  Joint  oommittee  ip- 

gointed  to  inform  the  President  of  the  UnitM 
tates  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Hooaes  mt 
assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  bodoea, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  performed  the 
duty  assigned  them,  and  that  the  Presdeut 
had  expressed  to  them  his  intention  to  mm- 
municate  to  the  two  Houses,  in  writing,  this 
d^  at  12  o'clock. 

A  Message  was  accordingly  received  ttm 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  Ur.  Vis 
BuBKN,  his  private  secretary,  aud  was  read  bf 
the  Seoreta^,  as  follows : 

Fettoie-eUiztn*  of  tk*  Senate 

and  Haute  of  Repmtntatitet : 

The  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  regulating  tl» 
deposits  of  the  public  money,  and  directmc  tlw  em- 
ployment of  SMiB,  Distarict,  and  Tenitoriil  Mnb  far 
that  purpose,  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretuyoftlie 
Treasury  to  discontinue  the  use  of  ndi  of  tbem  u 
should  at  any  time  refiise  to  redeem  tl>dr  DOtee  in 
specie,  and  to  substitute  other  banlu,  prorided  aniil- 
cient  number  could  be  obtained  to  rccelTe  thepublic 
depoeita  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  tiieran  pre- 
scribed. The  general  and  almost  amultaoeom  sni- 
penaon  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in  Ki;  last, 
rendered  the  performance  of  his  dotj  impentiTe,in 
respect  to  those  which  had  been  selected  under  die 
act;  and  made  it,  at  the  same  time,  impracticable  to 
employ  the  requisite  number  of  others,  rspon  the  pit- 
scribed  conditions.  The  specific  regulations  eiMb- 
lished  by  Congress  for  the  deposit  and  safe-keeping 
of  the  public  moneys  having  thus  tmexpectedlj  become 
inoperative,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  affoid  jon  u 
eany  <^>portunity  for  the  exercise  of  your  taforisa] 
powers  over  the  subject. 

I  was  also  led  to  apprehend  that  the  sngpenaoi  of 
specie  payments,  increasing  the  embairassmeatabeuve 
existing  in  the  pecuniary  affiiirs  of  the  conntr;,  »oiild 
so  far  mminiah  the  public  revenue,  that  the  accniiii^ 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  would  not,  with  the  reaerreo 
five  millions,  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  uniToiiJaM' 
expenses  of  the  Government,  until  the  usual  period  fw 
the  meeting  of  Congress ;  whilst  the  authority  to  <^ 
upon  the  States  for  a  portion  of  the  sums  depoated 
with  them,  was  too  restricted  to  enable  the  Depart- 
ment to  realize  a  sufficient  amount  from  that  somee. 
These  i^>prehensions  have  been  justified  by  subaeqaat 
results,  which  render«it  certain  that  this  deficiency 
will  occur,  if  additional  means  be  not  prorided  by 
Congress. 

The  difficulties  experienced  by  the  mercantile  in- 
terest, in  meeting  their  engagements,  induced^  thaii 
to  apply  to  me,  previously  to  &e  acttuil  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  for  indulgence  upon  their  bonds  for 
duties ;  and  all  the  relief  authorized  by  U»  ** 
promptly  and  cheerfully  granted.  The  dependence 
of  the  Treasury  upon  the  avails  of  these  bondvjo 
enable  it  to  make  the  deposits  with  the  States  reqnnwl 
by  Uw,  led  me  in  the  outset  to  limit  this  indulgcnee 
to  the  firat  of  September,  but  it  has  since  been  m- 
tended  to  the  first  of  October,  that  the  matter  nugnt 
be  submitted  to  yoor  Auther  direction. 
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Qaestions  were  alao  expected  to  arise  in  tiie  reoeas 
In  reaped  to  the  October  instalment  of  tliose  deposits, 
reqoiriiig  the  liiterpodtion  of  Congress. 

A  ptOTifion  of  another  act,  psoood  aboat  the  same 
time,  and  intended  to  sec«r«  a  ftithAd  oompUanoe 
with  the  obligadon  at  the  United  States  to  satisfy  all 
demands  upon  them  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  pro- 
lubited  the  offer  of  any  bank  note,  not  convertible  on 
the  spot  into  gold  or  sUver  at  the  will  of  the  holder; 
ai^  the  ability  of  the  OoTemment,  with  millions  on 
deposit,  to  meet  its  engagements  in  the  manner  thus 
reqaired  by  law,  was  rendered  very  doabtfhl  by  the 
event  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Sensible  that  adequate  provisions  for  these  unex- 
pected exigendea  could  only  be  made  by  CVmgrees ; 
convinced  that  some  of  them  would  be  indispensably 
neeesaary  to  the  public  service,  before  the  regular 
p«iod  it  your  meeting ;  and  desirous  also  to  enable 
ytm  to  ezerciae,  at  the  earliest  moment,  your  full  con- 
atitational  powers  for  the  relief  .of  the  country,  I 
eoold  not,  with  propriety,  avoid  subjecting  yon  to  the 
incanveiiienoe  of  assembling  at  as  early  a  day  as  the 
state  of  the  popular  representation  would  pomit.  I 
am  sure  that  I  have  done  but  justice  to  your  fedinga, 
in  believing  that  this  inconvenience  will  be  cheerfully 
encoontered,  in  the  hope  of  rendering  your  meeting 
oondndve  to  the  good  of  the  country. 

During  the  earlier  stages  of  the  revulsion  through 
ihich  we  have  just  passed,  much  acrimonious  discus- 
sion aroae,  and  great  diversity  of  opimon  existed  as 
to  its  real  causes.    This  was  not  surprising.     The 
operations  of  credit  are  so  diversified,  and  the  influ- 
ences which  aSect  them  so  numerous,  and  often  so 
subtle,  that  even  impartial  and  well-informed  persona 
are  seldom  found  to  agree  in  respect  to  them.    To 
inherent  difflcnlties  were  also  added  other  tendencies, 
which  were  by  no  means  favorable  to  the  discovery 
of  truth.    It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  those 
who  diaspproved  the  policy  of  ths  Qovemment  in  re- 
hUoa  to  the  cmrency,  woold,  fai  the  excited  state  of 
public  feeling  produced  by  the  occasion,  fail  to  attrib- 
.   ite  to  thitf  policy  any  extensive  embarrassment  in 
file  imoaetaiyaflidrs  of  the  country.    The  matter  thus 
became  ooimeoted  widi  the  passions  and  conflicts  of 
jMrtj  ;  opinions  were  more  or  less  affected  by  politi- 
cal conmderatjona ;  and  differences  were  prolonged 
vlucb  might  otherwise  have  been  determined  by  an 
appeal  to  &ct8,  by  the  exercise  of  reason,  or  by  mu- 
to^  coneession.    It  is,  however,  a  cheering  reflection 
fliat  arcnniBtances  of  this  nature  cannot  prevent  a 
eomnuinlty  so  intelligent  as  ours  fit>m  ultimately  ar- 
liviiiK  at  correct  conduaons.    Encouraged  by  the  firm 
belie?  of  this  truth,  I  proceed  to  state  my  views,  so 
&r  aa  may  be  necessary  to  a  clear  understanding  of 
die  remedies  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  propose,  and  of  the 
reasons  by  which  I  have  been  led  to  nsoommend 
fliem. 

The  history  of  trade  in  the  United  States  for  the 
last  three  or  four  years  affords  the  moat  convincing  evi- 
dence that  our  present  condition  is  chiefly  to  be  attrib- 
nted  to  over-action  in  all  the  departments  of  busi- 
ness ;  an  over«ction  deriving,  perhaps,  its  first  im- 
pulses from  antecedent  causes,  but  stimulated  to  its 
destructive  consequences  by  excessive  issues  of  bank 
paper  and  by  other  facilities,  for  the  acquisition  and 
eidaigemcnt  of  crediL     At  the  commencement  of 
the  year  1834,  the  banking  ct^>ital  of  the  United 
Slates,  indoding  that  of  the  national  bank  then  exist- 
iag^  amoonted  to  about  two  hundred    nullions  of 
dwan ;  the  bank  notes  then  in  circulation  to  about 
Blnety-five  millions ;  and  the  loans  and  discounts  of 


the  banks  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  millions. 
Between  that  time  and  the  first  of  January,  1836, 
being  the  latest  period  to  which  accurate  aooounts 
have  been  received,  our  banking  capital  was  increased 
to  more  than  two  hundred  and  fiflyK>ne  millions ;  our 
paper  drculation  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty 
millions ;  and  the  loans  and  discounts  to  more  than 
four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  millions.  To  this  vast 
increase  are  to  be  added  the  many  millions  of  credit, 
acquired  by  means  of  foreign  loans,  contracted  by 
the  States  and  State  institutions,  and,  above  all,  by  the 
lavish  accommodations  extended  by  foreign  dealers  to 
our  merchants. 

The  consequences  of  this  redundancy  of  credit,  and 
of  the  ifxAi  of  reckless  speculation  engendered  by 
it,  were  a  foreign  debt  contracted  by  our  citizens,  es- 
timated in  Uarch  last  at  more  than  thirty  nullions  of 
dollars ;  the  extension  to  traders  in  the  interior  of  our 
country  of  credits  for  supplies,  greotiy  beyond  the 
wants  of  the  people ;  the  investment  of  thirty-nine 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  in  unproductive  pubUe 
Unds,  in  the  years  1885  and  1886,  whilst  in  the  preced- 
ing year  the  sales  amounted  to  only  four  and  a  half 
millions ;  the  creation  of  debts,  to  an  almost  countieas 
amount,  for  real  estate  in  exis&ig  or  anticipated  cities 
and  villages,  equally  unproductive,  and  at  prices  now 
seen  to  have  been  greatiy  disproportionate  to  their 
real  value ;  the  expenditure  of  immense  sums  in  im- 
provements which,  in  many  cases,  have  been  foond  to 
be  ruinously  improvident;  the  diversion  to  other 
pursuits  of  much  of  the  labor  that  should  have  bees 
^>plied  to  agriculture,  thereby  contributing  to  the 
expenditure  of  large  sums  in  the  importation  of 
grain  from  Europe — an  expenditure  which,  amount- 
ing in  183i  to  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  tiiousand 
dollars,  was,  in  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  present 
year,  increased  to  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars ; 
and,  finally,  without  enumerating  other  injurious 
results,  the  r^id  growth  among  all  classes,  and  espe- 
cially in  our  srMt  commerciS  towns,  of  luxurious 
habits,  foimdea  too  often  on  merely  fancied  wealth, 
and  detrimental  alike  to  the  industry,  the  resources, 
and  the  morals  of  our  people. 

It  was  so  impossible  that  sudi  a  state  of  things 
could  long  continue,  that  the  prospect  of  revulsion 
was  present  to  the  minds  of  considerate  men  before 
it  actually  came.  Kone,  however,  had  correctiy  an- 
ticipated its  severity.  A  concurrence  of  droumstan- 
oes,  inadequate  of  themselves  to  produce  such  wide- 
qwead  and  calamitous  embairassments,  tended  so 
greatly  to  aggravate  them,  that  they  oannot  be  over* 
looked  in  considering  their  history.  Among  these 
may  be  mentioned,  as  most  prominent,  the  great  loss 
of  capital  sostained  by  our  commercial  emporium 
in  the  fire  of  December,  183S — a  loss  the  effects  of 
which  were  underrated  at  the  time,  because  postponed 
for  a  season  by  the  great  facilities  of  credit  then  exist- 
ing ;  the  disturbing  effects,  in  our  commercial  cities, 
of  the  transfers  of  the  public  moneys  required  by  the 
deposit  law  of  June,  1836  ;  and  the  measures  adopted 
by  the  foreign  creditors  of  our  merchants  to  reduce 
their  debte,  and  to  withdraw  from  the  United  States 
a  large  portion  of  our  specie. 

However  unwilling  any  of  our  oitixens  may  hereto- 
fore have  been  to  assign  to  these  causes  the  chief 
instrumentality  in  producing  the  present  state  of 
things,  the  developments  subsequentiy  made,  and 
the  actual  condition  of  other  commercial  ooontriea, 
must,  as  it  seems  to  me,  diqwl  all  remaining  doubts 
npon  the  subject  It  has  since  ^)peared  tlut  evils, 
dmilar  to  those  suffered  by  ourselves,  have  been  ex- 
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perienoed  in  Great  Britain,  on  the  continent,  and, 
indeed,  throagfaont  the  commercial  world ;  and  that 
in  other  oonnttiee,  as  well  aa  in  our  own,  they  iwve 
been  mifonnly  preceded  by  an  nndoe  enlargement 
of  the  boondaiies  of  trade,  prompted,  as  with  as,  by 
nnprecedented  expansions  of  the  sygtenu  of  credit  A 
rsMrenoe  to  the  amoont  of  banking  capital,  and  the 
issues  of  paper  credit  put  in  dioiilatioD  in  Oieat 
Britidn,  by  buiks,  and  in  other  ways,  daring  the  years 
1834,  1886,  and  1886,  will  show  an  alimentation  of 
the  paper  cnnency  there,  as  much  disproportioned  to 
tiie  real  wants  of  trade  as  in  the  United  States.  With 
this  redundancy  of  the  paper  currency,  there  aroea  in 
that  country  alao  a  spiiit  of  adTenturoos  q>eculation, 
•mbraoing  the  whole  nnge  of  human  enteiprise. 
Aid  was  profusely  ^en  to  projected  improvements ; 
laige  iuTeetments  were  made  in  ford^  stocks  and 
loims;  credits  for  goods  were  granted  with  unbounded 
iiberdity  to  merchants  in  iSaragn  countries ;  and  all 
the  means  of  aoquiting  and  emidoying  credit  were 
pat  in  active  operati(Hi,  and  extended  £a  their  effects 
to  ereiy  department  of  business,  and  to  every  quarter 
ft  'Oat  globe.  tDie  reaction  was  proportioned  in  its 
violenoe  to  tl>e  extraordinary  chancter  of  the  events 
«rtiioh  preoeded  it  The  oommennal  community  of 
Great  Britain  were  subjected  to  the  greatest  diffioolties, 
and  their  debtors  in  this  country  were  not  only  sudden- 
ly deprived  of  accustomed  and  expected  credits,  but 
called  upon  for  payments,  which,  in  the  actual  pos- 
tore  of  things  here,  could  only  be  made  through  a 
graieral  pressure,  and  at  the  most  ruinous  sacrifices. 

In  view  of  these  fiu^  it  would  seem  impoesiUe 
for  sincere  inquirers  after  truth  to  resist  the  conviction 
that  the  causes  of  the  revulsion  iri  both  countries  have 
been  substantially  the  same.  Two  nations,  the  most' 
commercial  in  the  worid,  enjoying  but  recently  the 
bigfaest  degree  of  apparent  prosperity,  and  maintaining 
with  each  other  the  closest  relations,  are  suddenly,  in  a 
time  of  profound  peace,  and  without  any  great  na- 
tioBal  dissster,  arrested  in  their  career,  and  plunged 
teto  a  state  of  embamsement  and  distress.  In  bodi 
Muntries,  we  have  witnessed  the  same  redundancy  of 
paper  money,  and  other  facilities  of  credit ;  the  ssme 
^Mt  of  speeidation ;  the  same  partial  successes ;  the 
Same  difficnltles  and  reverses ;  and,  at  length,  nearly 
the  same  overwhdming  ootastrapbe.  The  most  mate- 
rial difference  between  the  results  in  the  two  coontries 
has  only  beea,  that  with  us  there  hss  also  occorred 
an  extenmve  derangement  in  the  fiscal  affidra  of  the 
Federal  and  State  Govenmienta,  occasioned  by  the 
Mspension  of  q)ede  payments  by  the  banlcs. 

The  history  of  tiiese  causes  snd  effects  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  is  substantially  die 
liistary  of  the  revuWon  in  all  other  oommerciid  coun- 
tales. 

The  present  and  ^Mble  effects  of  these  drcum- 
■lances  on  t^  operations  of  the  Govenuneat,  and  on 
ibe  industry  of  the  people,  point  out  the  otjects  iriiidi 
call  for  your  immediate  attention. 

Tbey  ate — to  r^julate  by  law  the  safe-keeping, 
tnnsfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys; 
to  designate  the  iVmds  to  be  received  uid  paid  by  the 
Government ;  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet  prompt- 
ly every  demand  upon  it ;  to  prescribe  the  terms  of 
indulgence,  and  the  mode  of  settlement  to  be  ad(^t- 
ed,  as  well  inootleoting&om  individuals  the  revenue 
tint  has  acoraed,  as  in  witttdrawing  it  from  former 
depodtoriea ;  and  to  devise  and  adopt  such  briber 
measures,  within  the  oonstitutional  competency  fX 
Congress,  as  will  be  best  calcnlated  to  revive  the 


enterprise,  and  to  promote  the  praq>aity  of  tlie 
ooonta7. 

For  the  deposit,  transfer,  and  dislnirsement  of  fte 
revenue,  Kationol  and  State  banks  have  always,  «it)i 
temporary  and  limited  exceptions,  been  beretofcn 
emidoyed ;  but,  although  advocates  of  each  systesi 
are  still  to  be  found,  it  is  qiparent  that  the  events  cf 
the  last  few  months  have  greatly  augmented  the  de- 
sire, long  existing  among  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  to  separate  the  &eal  openkions  of  the  Gor- 
emment  from  those  of  individuals  or  corporatians. 

Again  to  create  a  national  bank,  as  a  fiscsl  sgent, 
would  be  to  disregard  the  popular  will,  twice  solemn- 
ly and  nnequivooally  expressed.  On  no  question  of 
domestie  policy  is  there  stronger  evidence  that  the 
sentiments  of  a  large  minority  are  deliberately  fixed ; 
and  I  cannot  concur  with  those  iriio  think  tliey  see, 
in  recent  events,  a  proof  that  these  sentimenta  arc^ 
<v  a  reason  that  they  should  be,  dianged. 

Bvents,  similar  in  their  origin  and  diaraeter,  hsfe 
heretofore  frequently  occurred,  without  prodadog 
any  such  change ;  and  the  lessons  of  experience  rniat 
be  foigotten,  it  we  su|qx)ee  thrt  the  present  overthrav 
of  credit  would  have  been  prevented  by  the  existence 
of  a  national  bank.  Froneness  to  excessiTe  issues  has 
ever  been  the  vice  of  the  banking  system ;  a  vice  as 
prominent  in  national  as  in  State  InstitntiaiB.  This 
propensity  is  ss  subservient  to  the  advancement  of 
private  interests  in  the  one  as  in  the  other;  and  those 
who  direct  them  both,  being  prindpally  guided  by 
the  same  views,  and  influenoed  by  tiie  same  motiTes, 
will  be  equally  ready  to  stimulate  to  extravagance  of 
enterprise  by  Improvidence  of  credit  How  strikiag^ 
ly  ia  this  condusion  sustained  by  experience  1  lbs 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  wi&  the  vast  powen  cob- 
ferred  on  it  by  Congress,  did  not,  or  could  not,  prevent 
former  and  rimllor  embanaBsments ;  nor  hss  the  stiH 
greater  strength  it  has  been  aud  to  possess  undo'  ta 
present  charter,  eiubled  it,  in  the  existing  emeiKeney, 
to  dieck  o&er  institotions,  or  even  to  save  itaeft  bi 
Great  Britain,  where,  it  has  been  seen,  die  sune 
causes  have  been  attended  with  the  same  efEects,  a 
national  bank,  possessing  powers  far  neater  tban  ate 
asked  for  by  the  warmest  sdvocataa  «  sndi  an  insti- 
tution here,  hss  also  proved  unable  to  prevent  on  in- 
due expanEdon  of  credit,  and  tiie  evils  that  flow  from 
it  Nor  can  I  find  any  tenable  ground  tat  the  re-es- 
tablishment of  a  national  bank,  in  the  deraneemest 
allied  at  present  to  exist  in  the  domestic  exanmges 
of  the  country,  or  in  the  facilities  it  maybe  capable  of 
oSbidingtheB.  Although  advantages  of  this  sort  woe 
anticipated  wfaett  tiie  first  bank  of  the  United  States 
was  created,  they  were  regarded  as  sa  inddental  ao- 
oommodaUoD;  not  one  which  the  FedotdGovenmeat 
was  bound,  or  could  be  called  upon,  to  fumidi.  TVs 
aooommodiktion  is  now,  indeed,  after  the  l^se  of  net 
many  years,  demanded  from  it  as  among  its  first  da- 
ties,  and  an  omission  to  ud  and  r^ulate  oommerasl 
exchange  is  treated  as  a  ground  of  loud  and  serioos 
complamt  Sudi  results  only  serve  to  exem}diiy  tiis 
constant  dedre,  among  some  of  our  citizens,  to  enlaige 
the  poweis  of  the  Government,  and  extend  its  control 
to  soljects  with  which  it  riiould  not  interfere.  Tbey 
can  never  justify  the  creation  of  an  iBstitution  to 
promote  such  objects.  On  the  contnry,  theyjustiy 
excite  among  the  community  a  more  diligent  inqmiy 
into  the  character  of  those  operations  of  trade, 
towards  irtiich  it  is  desired  to  extend  sodi  peeniiar 
fitvora. 

The  various  transacticms  iriiidi  bear  tiie  name  of 
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domestifl  exchangea,  differ  esBentUlly  in  their  nature, 
operation,  and  utility.  One  das  of  tlietn  consists  of 
baUa  of  esobaoae,  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  transfer- 
dng  actual  capital  ftom  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another,  or  to  anUdra^  the  proceeds  of  property  ac- 
tually transmitted.  Bills  of  this  description  are  highly 
naefol  in  the  moTemenU  of  trade,  and  well  deserre 
all  the  encouragement  which  can  rigfatfUUy  be  given 
to  them.  Another  class  is  made  up  of  bills  of  ex- 
«diange,  not  drawn  to  transfer  actual  capital,  nor  on 
the  (?edit  of  property  transmitted,  but  to  create  ficti- 
tioas  oapital,  partaldng  at  once  of  the  diaraoter  of 
notes  discounted  in  bimlc,  and  of  baiili  notes  in  circn- 
latioo,  and  swelling  the  mass  of  paper  credit*  to  a  vast 
extent,  in  the  meet  objectioniU>ie  manner.  These 
billa  bare  formed,  for  the  last  few  years,  a  large 
proportion  of  what  are  termed  the  domestic  exchanges 
of  the  country,  serving  as  the  means  of  usurious 
profit,  and  constitating  we  most  unsafe  and  precarious 
paper  in  dreulation.  This  spedes  of  traffic,  instead 
at  being  upheld,  ought  to  be  discountenaDoed  by  the 
GoTemment  and  the  people. 

In  transferring  its  funds  fVom  place  to  place,  the 
Government  is  on  the  same  footing  with  the  private 
citizen,  and  may  resort  to  the  same  legal  means.  It 
may  do  so  throoj^  the  medium  of  bills  drawn  by 
iladf,  or  porchased  from  others ;  and  in  these  opera- 
tionB  it  may,  in  a  manner  undoubtedly  constitutional 
and  leptimste,  facilitate  and  assist  exchanges  of  in- 
dividuals founded  on  real  transactions  of  trade.  The 
extent  to  which  tiiis  may  be  done,  and  tlie  best 
means  of  affecting  it,  are  entitled  to  the  fullest  con- 
sideration. This  nas  been  bestowed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  liis  views  will  be  submitted  to 
you  in  his  report. 

But  it  was  not  designed  by  the  oonstitatioB  that 
the  Govemmoit  sliould  assume  the  management  of 
domestio  or  foreign  exchange.  It  is,  indeed,  au- 
thorized to  r^;ulate  by  law  the  commerce  between 
the  States,  and  to  provide  a  general  standard  of 
value,  or  medium  of  exchange,  in  gold  and  silver ; 
but  it  is  not  its  province  to  ^d  individuals  in  the 
transfer  of  thdr  funds,  otherwise  tlian  through  the 
ladlities  afforded  by  the  Poet  Office  Department  As 
justly  Biigfat  it  be  called  on  to  provide  for  the  trans- 
portation of  their  merehandse.  These  are  opera- 
tiona  of  trade.  They  ought  to  be  ooadoeted  by 
thoae  wiw  are  intoested  in  them,  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  the  incidental  difficulties  of  other  pursuits 
are  encountered  by  other  classes  of  citizens.  Such 
aid  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  in  otlier  countries. 
Tlirou^out  Eur(^>e,  the  domestic  as  well  as  the  foi^ 
eign  exdiaDges  are  carried  on  by  private  houses, 
onem,  if  not  generally,  without  the  assistance  <^ 
banlcs.  Tet  they  extrad  throi^^ut  distinct  sovei^ 
eigntiea,  and  far  exceed  in  amount  the  real  ex- 
changes of  the  United  States.  There  la  no  reason 
why  our  own  may  not  be  cMiducted  in  tlie  same 
manner,  with  equal  che^>ness  and  safety.  Certainly 
tliis  might  be  acocHoplisbed,  if  it  were  favored  by 
those  most  deeply  intonated ;  and  few  can  doubt 
tliat  tlieir  own  interest,  as  well  as  the  general  welfare 
of  the  country,  would  be  promoted  by  leaving  such 
a  sutgect  in  the  hands  of  thcee  to  whom  it  properly 
lielongs.  A  system  founded  on  private  interest, 
enterprise,  and  competition,  without  the  aid  of  legis- 
lative grants  or  r^ulations  by  Uw,  would  rapidly 
pro^>er ;  it  would  be  free  from  the  influence  of  po- 
Utio^  agitation,  and  extend  the  same  exemption  to 
tnMle  itself;  and  it  would  put  an  end  to  those  com- 
plaints of  neglect,  partiality,  ii^justice,  and  oppression, 


which  are  the  nnavddable  results  of  interfereoee  bv 
the  Government  in  the  proper  oonoeras  of  iadivia- 
uals.  All  former  attempts  on  the  part  of  ^»  Oor- 
emment  to  carry  its  legislatitm,  in  this  respect,  Air- 
ther  than  was  designed  by  the  constitution,  have  in 
the  end  proved  injurious,  and  have  served  only  to 
convince  the  great  body  of  the  people,  more  and 
more,  of  the  certun  dangers  of  blendLog  private  in- 
terests with  the  operations  of  public  busiiMss ;  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  a  repetitloo  of 
them  now  would  be  more  successful. 

It  cannot  be  conoMled  tliat  there  exists,  in  oof 
community,  opinions  and  feelings  on  this  sulN'eat  in 
direct  opposition  to  each  othar.  A  laive  portion  of 
them,  combining  great  intelligeoee,  aoavity,  and  in- 
fluence, are  no  doubt  sincere  in  tlieir  belief  that  the 
(q)eration8  of  trade  onsfat  to  be  assisted  by  such  • 
connection;  they  r^ara  a  national  banlc  asnecesMty 
for  this  purpose,  and  they  are  disinclined  to  evety 
measure  tlist  does  not  Veui,  sooner  or  later,  to  tM 
establishment  of  such  an  institation.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  nuyority  of  the  peoi^e  are  Ijelieved  to  be 
irrecondlaijly  oppoeed  to  that  measure:  they  con- 
aider  audi  a  concentration  of  power  dangeroos  to 
their  liberties ;  and  many  of  than  regard  it  as  a  vio- 
lation of  the  conaUtuticm.  Tiiis  ooiluion  of  opinion 
has,  doubtless,  caused  much  of  tbe  embarrassment 
to  wliich  the  commercial  transactions  of  the  eountry 
have  latdy  been  exposed.  Banlcing  has  beoome  a 
political  topic  of  the  hig^ieet  interest,  and  trade  Imb 
suffered  in  the  conflict  of  parties.  A  qpeedy  ter- 
mination of  this  state  of  thbgs,  however  deaiidble, 
is  scarcdy  to  t>e  expected.  We  have  seen  for  nearly 
half  a  century  that  those  who  advocate  a  nation^ 
bank,  by  wliatever  motive  they  may  be  ittfloenced, 
constitute  a  portion  of  our  eommm^  too  nmneroM 
to  allow  us  to  hope  for  an  eariy  abandonment  of 
their  favorite  jdan.  On  the  other  hand,  they  mnst 
indeed  form  an  erroneous  estimate  of  the  mtelBgenoe 
and  temper  of  the  American  people,  who  simpose 
that  they  have  continued,  on  slight  or  insnfneient 
grounds,  their  persevering  opposition  to  such  an  insti- 
tution ;  or  that  they  can  be  induced  by  peennia^ 
pressure,  or  by  any  other  combination  c^  dreoai- 
stances,  to  surrender  prindples  they  have  so  leng 
and  so  inflexiUy  maintained. 

Hy  own  views  of  the  salneot  are  unchanged,  nay 
have  been  repeatedly  and  imreeervedly  annomead 
to  my  fellow-dtizens ;  who,  with  f\Ul  knowledge  et 
them,  conferred  upon  me  the  two  highest  offices  of 
the  Government  On  the  last  of  these  occasions,  I 
felt  it  due  to  the  people  to  ^iprise  them,  distincttr, 
that  in  the  event  of  my  dection,  I  would  not  be  able 
to  co-(^)erate  in  the  re-establidmient  oi  a  national 
bank.  To  these  sentiments,  I  have  now  only  to  add 
the  expression  of  an  increased  conviction,  that  tlie 
re-eetoblidmient  of  audi  a  banlc,  in  any  form,  whilst 
it  would  not  accomidiah  the  beneficial  purpose  proa- 
ised  by  its  advocates,  would  impair  the  riglitAd 
supremacy  of  the  popular  will ;  ii^ure  the  diaraster 
and  diminish  the  influ^ice  of  our  political  system ; 
and  bring  once  more  into  existence  a  oonoentnted 
moneyed  power,  hostile  to  the  spirit,  and  tlu«atM- 
ing  the  permanency,  of  our  reput>lican  inatitalioa*. 
Lmad  banks  luve  been  employed  for  the  deposit  and 
distribution  of  tl>e  revenue,  at  all  times  partiaiiy, . 
and,  on  tliree  diffferent  occasions,  exdnsively :  fint, . 
anterior  to  the  eetaUishmcnt  of  the  first  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  secondly,  in  the  interval  l>et««<n 
the  termination  of  that  institution  and  ti>e  efauter  - 
of  its  Bocceasor;  and,  thirdly,  daring  the  limited. 
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period  •which  has  now  bo  abruptly  closed.  The  con- 
iiecticm  thus  repeatedly  attempted,  proved  unsatisfac- 
tory on  each  gucceegive  occasion,  notwithstanding 
the  rarious  measures  which  were  adopted  to  facilitate 
or  insure  its  success.  On  the  last  occasion,  in  the 
year  1833,  the  employment  of  the  State  banks  was 
goarded  especially  in  every  way  which  experience 
and  caution  could  suggest  Personal  security  was 
required  for  the  safe-keeping  and  prompt  payment 
of  the  moneys  to  be  received,  and  Aill  returns  of 
thdr  condition  were,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  made 
"by  the  depositories.  In  the  first  stages  the  measure 
waa  eminently  successful,  notwithstanding  the  vio- 
lent opposition  of  the  Baijc  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  unceasing  efforts  made  to  overthrow  it  !Ehe 
selected  banks  performed  with  fidelity,  and  without 
any  embarrassment  to  themselves  or  to  the  com- 
monity,  their  engagements  to  the  Government ;  and 
the  system  promised  to  be  permanently  useful.  But 
when  it  became  necessary,  tmder  the  act  of  June, 
1886,  to  withdraw  from  them  the  public  money,  for 
the  poipoee  of  placing  it  in  additional  institutions, 
or  of  transferring  it  to  the  States,  they  fotmd  It,  in 
many  cases,  inconvenient  to  comply  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  Treasury,  and  numerous  and  pressing 
applications  were  made  for  indulgence  or  relief.  As 
the  instalments  tmder  the  deposit  law  became  pay- 
able, their  own  embarrassments,  and  the  necessity 
wider  which  they  lay  of  curtailing  their  discounts 
and  calling  in  their  debts,  increased  the  general 
distress,  and  contributed,  with  other  causes,  to  hasten 
the  revulsion  in  which,  at  length,  they,  in  common 
with  the  other  banks,  were  fatally  involved. 

Under  these  cirtnunstances,  it  becomes  our  solemn 
duty  to  inquire  whether  there  are  not,  in  any  con- 
nection between  the  Government  and  bonks  of  issue, 
evils  of  great  magnitude,  inherent  in  their  very  nature, 
and  against  which  no  precautions  can  effectually 
guard. 

Unforeseen  in  the  organization  of  the  Oovemment, 
■nd  forced  on  the  Treasury  by  early  necessities,  the 
practice  of  employing  banks  was,  in  truth,  from  the 
D^inning,  more  a  measure  of  emergency  than  of 
sound  policy.  When  we  started  into  existence  as  a 
notion,  in  addition  to  the  burdens  of  the  new  Gov- 
ernment, we  assumed  all  the  lai^  but  honorable  load 
of  debt  which  waa  the  price  of  our  liberty ;  but  we 
hesitated  to  weigh  down  the  infant  industry  of  the 
Montry  by  resorting  to  adequate  taxation  for  the 
necessary  revenue.  The  facilities  of  banks  in  return 
for  the  privileges  they  acquired,  were  promptly 
offered,  and  perhaps  too  readily  received,  by  an  em- 
iMrrtased  Treasury.  During  the  long  continuance 
of  a  national  debt,  and  the  intervening  difficulties  of 
a  foreign  war,  the  connection  was  continued  from 
motives  of  convenience ;  but  these  causes  have  long 
since  passed  away.  We  have  no  emergencies  that 
make  bonks  necessary  to  aid  the  wants  of  the  Treas- 
ory ;  we  have  no  load  of  national  debt  to  provide 
for,  and  we  have  on  actual  deposit  a  large  surplus. 
No  public  interest,  therefore,  now  requires  the  re- 
newal of  a  connection  that  circumstances  have  dis- 
solved. The  complete  organization  of  our  Govern- 
ment, tiie  abundance  of  our  resources,  the  general 
harmony  which  prevails  between  the  different  States, 
and  with  foreign  powers — all  enable  us  now  to  select 
the  system  most  consistent  with  the  constitution,  and 
most  conducive  to  the  public  welfare.  Should  we, 
then,  connect  the  Treasury  for  a  fourth  time  with  the 
local  banks,  it  can  only  be  under  a  conviction  that 


past  failures  have  arisen  from  accidental,  not  inlw-  . 
rent,  defects. 

A  danger,  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  be  aroided 
in  such  an  arrangement,  is  made  strikingly  evident 
in  the  very  event  by  which  it  has  now  been  defeated. 
A  sudden  act  of  the  t)anks  intrusted  with  the  funds 
of  tlie  people,  deprives  the  Treasuiy,  without  &iih 
or  agency  of  the  Government,  of  the  ability  to  pay 
its  creditors  in  the  currency  they  liave  by  law  a  r^A 
to  demand.  This  circumstance  no  fluctuation  of 
commerce  could  have  produced,  if  the  public  revenue 
had  been  collected  in  the  legal  currency,  and  kqit 
in  tliat  form  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury.  The 
dtizen  whose  money  was  in  bank  receives  it  back, 
since  the  suspension,  at  a  sacrifice  in  its  amount; 
whilst  he  who  kept  it  in  the  legal  currency  of  die 
country,  and  in  his  own  possession,  pursues,  without 
loss,  the  current  of  his  business.  The  Government, 
placed  in  the  situation  of  the  former,  is  involved  in 
embarrassments  it  could  not  have  suffered  bad  k 
pursued  the  course  of  the  latter.  These  embarrasi- 
ments  are,  moreover,  augmented  by  those  salutary 
and  just  laws  which  forbid  it  to  use  a  depreciated 
currency,  and,  by  so  doing,  take  from  the  Govctb- 
ment  the  ability  which  individuals  have  c£  accom- 
modating their  transactions  to  such  a  catastrophe. 

A  system  which  can,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
when  there  is  a  large  revenue  laid  by,  thus  suddenly 
prevent  the  application  and  the  use  of  the  money  of 
the  people,  in  the  manner  and  for  the  objects  they 
have  directed,  cannot  be  wise ;  but  who  can  think, 
without  painful  reflection,  that,  under  it,  the  some 
unforeseen  events  might  have  befallen  us  in  the 
midst  of  a  war,  and  taken  from  us,  at  the  momeat 
when  most  wanted,  the  use  of  those  veiy  means 
which  were  treasured  up  to  promote  the  national 
welfare  and  guard  our  national  rights  f  To  such  em- 
barrassments and  to  such  dangers  will  this  Ooreni- 
ment  be  always  exposed,  whilst  it  takes  the  moneys 
raised  for,  and  necessary  to,  the  public  service,  out 
of  the  hands  of  its  own  officers,  and  converts  then 
into  a  mere  right  of  action  against  corporations  in- 
trusted with  the  possession  of  them.  Nor  can  such 
results  be  effectually  guarded  against  in  sndi  a  sys- 
tem, without  investing  the  Executive  with  a  control 
over  the  banks  themselves,  whether  State  or  national, 
that  might  with  reason  be  objected  to.  Ours  is, 
probably,  the  only  Government  in  the  worid  that  is 
liable,  in  the  management  of  its  flscal  concerns,  te 
occurrences  like  these.  But  this  imminent  risk  is 
not  the  only  danger  attendant  on  the  surrender  of  the 
public  money  to  the  custody  and  ccmtrol  of  local  cor- 
porations. Though  the  object  is  ud  to  tlie  TreasvT, 
its  effect  may  he  to  introduce  into  the  operations  « 
the  Government  influences  the  most  subtie,  founded 
on  interests  the  most  selfish. 

The  use  by  the  banks,  for  their  own  benefit,  of  the 
money  deposited  with  them,  has  received  the  sanctioa 
of  the  Government  from  the  commencement  of  tUl 
connection.  The  money  received  from  the  people, 
instead  of  being  kept  till  it  is  needed  for  their  use, 
is,  in  consequence  of  this  authority,  a  fund,  on  whidi 
discounts  are  made  for  the  profit  of  those  who  hap- 
pen to  be  owners  of  stock  in  the  banks  selected  as 
depositories.  The  supposed  and  often  exaggerated 
advantages  of  such  a  boiDn  will  always  cause  it  to  be 
sought  K)r  with  avidity.  I  will  not  stop  to  consider 
on  whom  the  patronage  incident  to  it  is  to  be  con- 
ferred ;  whether  the  selection  and  control  be  trusted 
to  Congress  or  to  the  Executive,  either  will  be  sob- 
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Jected  to  appeals  made  in  ereiy  form  which  the  »■ 
gacity  of  interest  can  suggest.  The  banks,  under 
such  a  system,  are  stimulated  to  make  the  most  of 
tbtxr  fortunate  acquisition ;  the  deports  are  treated 
as  an  increase  of  capital ;  loans  and  circulation  are 
rashly  augmented,  and,  when  the  public  exigencies 
reqtdre  a  return,  it  is  attended  with  embarrassments 
not  provided  for,  nor  foreseen.  Thus  banks  that 
flioog^t  themselves  most  fortunate  wbea.  the  public 
fimds  were  received,  find  themselves  most  embar- 
rassed when  the  season  of  payment  suddenly  ar- 
Tvna. 

T7nfoTtunately,  too,  the  evOs  of  the  system  are  not 
limited  to  tiie  banks.  It  stimulates  a  general  rash- 
ness of  enterprise,  and  aggravates  the  fluctuations  of 
commerce  and  the  currency.  This  result  was  strik- 
ingly exhibited  during  the  late  operations  of  the 
dcpodt  system,  and  especially  in  Uie  purchases  of 
public  lands.  The  order  which  ultimately  directed 
the  payment  of  gold  and  nlver  in  such  purchases, 
greatly  checked,  but  would  not  altogether  prevent, 
the  eviL  Specie  was  indeed  more  difficult  to  be 
procured  than  the  notes  wliich  the  banks  could  them- 
selves create  at  pleasure ;  but  still,  being  obtained 
from  them  as  a  loan,  and  returned  as  a  deposit, 
which  they  were  again  at  liberty  to  use,  it  only 
passed  round  the  drcle  with  diminished  speed.  This 
operation  could  not  have  been  performed,  had  the 
funds  of  the  Government  gone  into  the  Treasury,  to 
be  reeularly  disbursed,  and  not  into  banks,  to  be 
loaned  out  for  their  own  profit,  while  they  were  pei^ 
mitted  to  subsU^ute  for  it  a  credit  in  account. 

In  expressing  these  sentiments,  I  dedre  not  to 
Tmdervalue  the  benefits  of  a  salutary  credit  to  any 
branch  of  enterprise.  The  credit  bestowed  on  prob- 
Stj  and  industry  is  the  just  reward  of  merit,  and  an 
honorable  incentive  to  further  acquisition.  None 
oppose  it  who  love  their  country  and  understand  its 
wel&re.  But  when  it  is  nndoly  encouraged — when 
h  is  made  to  inflame  the  public  mind  with  the  temp- 
tations of  sudden  and  unsubstantial  wealth — when  it 
turns  industry  into  paths  that  lead  sooner  or  later  to 
disaqppointment  and  distress — it  becomes  liable  to 
ceuaure,  and  needs  ootrection.  Far  firom  helping 
probity  and  industry,  the  ruin  to  which  it  leads  falls 
most  severely  on  the  great  laboring  classes,  who  are 
tinown  suddenly  out  of  employment,  and,  by  the  failure 
of  magnificent  schemes  never  intended  to  enrich 
them,  are  deprived  hi  a  moment  of  their  only  re- 
sontcc.  Abuses  of  credit  and  excesses  in  speculation 
win  hi4>pen  in  despite  of  the  most  salutary  laws ;  no 
Government,  perhaps,  can  altogether  prevent  them ; 
but  surely  every  Government  can  refrain  from  oon- 
tiibuting  the  stimulus  that  calls  them  into  life. 

Since,  therefore,  experience  has  shown,  that  to 
lend  the  public  money  to  the  local  banks  is  hazard- 
ous to  the  operations  of  the  Government,  at  least  of 
doubtful  benefit  to  the  institutions  themselves,  and 
productive  of  disastrous  derangement  in  the  business 
and  currency  of  the  country,  is  it  the  part  of  wisdom 
again  to  renew  the  connection  ? 

It  is  true  that  such  an  agency  Is  in  many  respects 
convenient  to  the  Treasury,  but  it  is  not  indispen- 
sable. A  limitation  of  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  its  actual  wants,  and  of  the  revenue  to  those 
'  expenses,  with  convenient  means  for  its  prompt  ap- 
plication to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  raised,  are 
the  objects  which  we  should  seek  to  accomplish. 
The  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  money,  can,  it  is  believed,  be 
wdl  managed  by  offloen  of  tiie  Gorenuasut.    Iti 


collection,  and,  to  a  great  extent,  its  disbursement 
also,  have  indeed  been  hitherto  conducted  solely  by 
them ;  neither  national  nor  State  banks,  when  em- 
ployed, being  required  to  do  more  than  keep  it  safely 
while  in  their  custody,  and  transfer  and  pay  it  in 
such  portions  and  at  such  times  as  the  Treasury  shall 
direct 

Surely  banks  are  not  more  able  than  the  Govern- 
ment to  secure  the  money  in  their  possession  against 
accident,  violence,  or  fraud.  The  assertion  that 
they  are  so,  must  assume  that  a  vault  in  a  bank  is 
stronger  than  a  vault  in  the  Treasury ;  and  that  direc- 
tors, cashiers,  and  clerks,  not  selected  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, nor  under  its  control,  are  more  worthy  of 
oAfidence  than  officers  selected  irom  the  people  and 
responsible  to  the  Government ;  officers  bound  by 
official  oaths  and  bonds  for  a  faithful  performance  <tt 
their  duties,  and  constantly  subject  to  the  supervision 
of  Congress. 

The  difficulties  of  transfer,  and  the  aid  heret(rf'ore 
rendered  by  bonks,  have  been  less  than  is  usually 
supposed.  The  actual  accounts  show  tliat  by  far  the 
lai^r  portion  of  payments  is  made  within  short  or 
convenient  distances  from  the  places  of  collection ;  and 
the  whole  number  of  warrants  issued  at  the  Treasuijr 
in  the  year  1834 — a  year  the  results  of  which  will,  it 
is  believed,  afibrd  a  safe  test  for  the  future— fell 
short  of  five  thousand,  or  an  average  of  less  than  on« 
daily  for  each  State ;  in  the  city  of  New  Toik  they 
did  not  average  more  tiian  two  a  day,  and  at  the  city 
of  Washington,  only  four. 

The  difficulties  heretofore  existing  are,  moreover, 
daily  lessened  by  an  increase  in  the  cheapness  and 
faciUty  of  communication ;  and  it  may  be  asserted 
with  confidence,  that  the  necessary  transfers,  as  well 
as  the  safe-keeping  and  disbursements  of  4he  public 
moneys,  can  be  with  safety  and  convenience  accom- 
plished through  the  agencies  of  Treasury  officers.  Tlie 
opinion  has  been,  in  some  degree,  confirmed  by 
actual  experience  since  the  discontinuance  of  th* 
banks  as  fiscal  agents,  in  May  last ;  a  period  wfaidi, 
from  the  embarrassments  in  commercial  intercourse, 
presented  obstacles  as  great  as  any  which  may  be  hero- 
after  i^)prehended. 

The  manner  of  kee{dng  the  public  money  aince 
that  period  is  fully  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Seot«> 
tary  of  the  Treasury.  That  officer  also  suggests  the 
propriety  of  assigning,  by  law,  certain  additional 
duties  to  existing  establishments  and  officers,  which, 
with  the  modifioitions  and  safeguards  referred  to  by 
him,  will,  he  thinks,  enable  the  Department  to  con* 
tinue  to  perform  this  branch  of  the  public  service, 
without  any  material  addition  cither  to  their  number 
or  to  the  present  expense.  The  extent  of  the  bud- 
nesa  to  be  transacted  has  already  been  stated ;  and 
in  respect  to  the  amount  of  money  with  which  the 
officers  employed  would  be  intrusted  at  any  one 
time,  it  i^pears  that,  assuming  a  balance  of  five 
millions  to  be  at  all  times  kept  in  the  Treasury,  and 
the  whole  of  it  left  in  the  hands  of  the  oolleotors  and 
receivers,  the  proportion  of  each  would  not  exceed 
an  average  of  thirty  thousand  dollars ;  bat  that,  de- 
ducting one  million  for  the  use  of  the  mint,  and  as- 
suming the  remaining  four  millions  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  one-half  of  the  present  number  of  offieera— 
a  supposition  deemed  more  likely  to  corre^Mnd  with 
the  fact — the  sum  in  the  hands  of  each  would  still  be 
less  than  the  amount  of  most  of  the  bonds  now  taken 
from  the  receivers  of  public  money.  Every  appre- 
hension, however,  on  the  subject,  either  in  respect  to 
the  aafety  of  the  money,  or  the  fiuthftd  diidiuge  of 
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tiiete  flscal  tniuaotknis,  may,  it  mean  to  me,  be 
eStetoally  removed  by  adding  to  the  present  means 
of  tlie  Treasury  tlie  eetoblis^nent  by  law,  at  a  few 
important  points,  of  offices  for  tiie  deposit  and  di»- 
buraement  of  suoli  portions  of  the  public  revenue  as 
cannot,  with  obvious  safety  and  eonvenieooe,  be  left 
in  the  possession  of  the  collecting  officers  tmtil  paid 
over  by  them  to  the  public  ere£ton.  Neither  the 
amounts  retained  in  their  hands  nor  those  deposited 
in  die  offices,  would,  in  an  ordinary  condition  of  the 
levenae,  be  larger  in  moat  cases  than  those  <rften 
imder  the  control  of  disborsing  officers  of  the  army 
«iid  navy,  and  mi^t  be  made  entirely  safe,  by  requir- 
ing audi  secoritiea,  and  exercising  lacb  eontrdiing 
4Ripervi8ion,  as  Oongteaa  may  by  law  prescribe.  Ae 
prmcipal  officers  wlmee  ^fipointments  would  become 
neceasaiy  under  this  plan,  taking  the  laigest  number 
•uggeited  by  the  Secretary  of  toe  Treasury,  would 
not  exceed  ten ;  nor  the  additional  expenses,  at  the 
•ame  estimate,  sixty  thousand  ddlars  a  year. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  obligation  of  those 
iriio  are  intmsted  with  the  sfiin  of  GoTemment,  to 
eoadnot  them  with  as  little  eost  to  the  nation  as  is 
Aondstent  with  the  pablio  interest ;  and  it  is  for  Con- 

rs,  and  ultimately  for  the  people,  to  decide  whether 
benefits  to  be  derived  frinn  keeping  our  fiscal  eaa- 
eems  apart  and  severing  the  connection  which  has 
Utiieito  existed  between  the  Government  and  banks, 
oSfar  aulBciait  advantages  to  justify  the  necessary  ex- 
penses. If  the  object  to  be  accomplished  is  deemed 
unportant  to  the  future  wdfare  of  the  country,  I  can- 
jwt  allow  myself  to  believe  that  the  addition  to  the 
publie  expenditure  of  comparatively  so  small  an 
•aMMuU  as  will  be  necessary  to  effect  it,  will  be  ob- 
jected to  by  the  peoide. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  PoetmsBter  Gen- 
eral, herewith  communicated,  that  the  fiscal  affiiirs 
tk  that  Department  have  been'SDOoessftdly  conducted 
^oe  Ifay  last  upon  the  principle  of  dealing  only  in 
tiie  legal  corrency  of  the  United  States,  and  that  it 
jieeds  no  legislation  to  nuiiiitsin  its  credit,  and  fadl- 
Itate  the  management  of  its  concerns ;  the  existing 
Urn  being,  in  ttie  opinion  of  that  officer,  ample  for 
those  otjecta. 

Difflcolties  wOl  donbdets  be  encouatered  for  a  sea- 
toa,  and  increased  services  required  from  the  pnl^ 
Ametionaiies ;  sudi  are  usually  incident  to  the  com- 
mencement of  every  system,  bint  they  will  be  greatiy 
Jeseened  in  the  progress  of  its  operations. 

The  power  and  influence  supposed  to  be  connected 
Iridt  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
money,  are  topios  on  whidi  the  public  mind  is  natu- 
rally, uaA  with  great  propriety,  peculiarly  sensitive. 
Maeh  has  been  sud  on  tiiem,  in  reference  to  the 
nn>poeed  separation  of  the  Government  from  the 
WBiVing  institutions ;  and  surely  no  one  can  otgect 
to  any  a{q)eals  or  animadversions  on  the  sulyect, 
wUch  are  consistent  witii  facts,  and  evince  a  proper 
respect  for  the  intelligence  of  the  people.  If  a  Chief 
Magistrate  may  be  auowed  to  speak  for  himself  on 
an(£  a  point,  I  can  truly  say,  that  to  me  nothing 
would  be  more  acceptable  tbui  the  withdrawal  irom 
the  Executive,  to  the  greatest  practicable  extent,  of 
all  ooDcem  in  the  ouMody  and  disbursement  at  the 
pid>lio  revenue ;  not  that  I  would  shrink  fhim  any 
responsibility  cast  upon  me  by  the  duties  of  my  office, 
but  because  it  is  my  firm  belief  that  its  capacity  for 
oseAilneaB  is  in  no  degree  promoted  by  the  posses- 
sion of  any  patronage  not  aetnaUy  necessary  to  the 
perfonnanoe  of  those  duties.  But  under  oar  present 
toau  of  Govemmtnt,  tbe  taterrentioii  at  the  eswa- 


tive  offioen  in  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  money  seems  to  be  unavoidable ;  and  befons 
it  can  be  admitted  that  ti>e  iiiflnence  and  power  of 
the  Executive  would  be  increased  by  diqiennng  with 
the  agency  of  banks,  the  nature  of  that  interveotioa 
in  such  an  agency  must  be  carefully  regarded,  and 
a  comparison  must  be  instituted  between  its  extent 
in  the  two  cases. 

The  revenue  oan  only  be  collected  by  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Freddent,  with  the  advice  and  oob- 
seot  of  tiie  Senate.    The  public  moneys,  in  the  fiirst 
instance,  must,  therefore,  in  all  cases,  pass  through 
hands  selected  by  the  Executive.    Other  offioera  ap- 
pointed in  the  same  way,  or,  as  in  some  raif,  by 
the  President  alone,  must  also  be  intrusted  with  thein 
when  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  disbursement.     It 
is  thus  seen  that  even  when  banks  are  enqiloyed,  the 
public  fbnds  must  twice  pass  throurii  the  hands  of 
Executive  officers.     Besides  this,  the  head  (4  the 
Treasury  Department,  who  also  holds  ofilce  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  IVesi^t,  and  some  other  officers  of 
the  same  department,  must  necessarily  be  invested 
with  mote  or  less  power  in  the  sdection,  oontinn- 
ance,  and  supervision  of  the  banks  that  may  be  em- 
ployed.   The  question  is  then  narrowed  to  the  single 
point,  whether,  in  the  intermediate  stage  between  ue 
collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  the 
agency  of  banks  is  necessary  to  avoid  a  dangcrooa 
extension  of  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive t    But  is  it  clesr  that  the  oonnectioa  of  the 
Eiecntivo  with  powerftd  moneyed  institutions,  capa- 
ble of  ministering  to  the  interests  of  men  in  points 
where  they  are  most  accessible  to  Corruption,  is  leas 
liable  to  abuse,  than  his  oonstitutional  agency  in'  the 
^tpointmeat  and  control  of  the  fewpublio  offioen 
required  by  the  proposed  plant    Will  the  pnbUe 
money,  when  in  weir  bands,  be  necessarily  exposed 
to  any  improper  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive?  Hayitnot  be  hoped  that  a  prudent  fear  of 
public  jealousy  and  disapprobation,  in  a  matter  so 
peculiariy  exposed  to  them,  wfll  deter  him  from  any 
such  interference,  even  if  liigher  motives  be  found 
inoperative  t    May  not  Congress  so  regulate  by  lav 
the  duty  of  those  officers,  and  sutjeet  it  to  anefa 
supervision  and  pnUidty,  as  to  prevent  the  possibB- 
ity  of  any  serious  abuse  on  the  part  <rf' the  Executive  f 
and  is  tiiere  equal  room  for  such  supervision  and 
pul^city  in  a  connection  with  banks,  acting  under  tiie 
sliield  of  corporate  immunities,  and  conducted  fay 
persons  irresponsible  to  the  (Jovemment  and  the 
people  f   It  is  believed  that  a  ooosidente  and  candid 
investigation  of  these  questions  will  result  in  the  con- 
viction that  the  propoeed  plan  is  far  leas  liaUe  to  ob- 
jection, on  the  soore  of  Executive  patrooage  and 
control,  tlan  any  htoik  agency  that  has  been,  or  can 
be,  devised. 

With  these  views,  I  leave  to  Congress  the  meas- 
ures necessary  to  regulate,  in  the  present  emergcnej, 
the  safe-keepii^  and  transfer  of  toe  publia  moneys. 
In  the  performance  of  oonstitntionia  duty,  I  have 
stated  to  tiiem,  without  reserve,  the  result  of  my  own 
reflections,  liio  sulject  is  of  great  importance,  and 
one  on  which  we  can  scarcely  expect  to  be  as  united 
in  sentiment  as  we  are  in  interest.  It  deserves  a  fuU 
and  free  discussion,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  bcn^led 
by  a  dispasaonate  comparison  of  opinions  Well 
aware  myself  of  the  duty  of  reciprocal  conoeasioh 
anMmgthe  coKMdiaate  brandies  of  the  Government, 
I  can  promise  a  ressonable  qurit  of  co-operation,  so 
far  as  it  can  be  indulged  in  without  tAe  amrender  <^ 
egnstkatkiMl  ot^feettow,  wUch  I  bdieve  to  b«  wdl 
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founded.  Any  tjitem.  that  may  be  adopted  should 
be  sal^ected  to  the  fullest  legal  proriaon,  bo  as  to 
leave  nothing  to  the  Executive  but  what  ia  neces- 
sary to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  on  him ; 
and  whatever  plan  may  be  ultimately  established,  my 
own  part  shall  be  so  dischai;ged  as  to  give  to  it  a  fair 
trial,  and  the  best  prospect  of  success. 

The  character  of  the  funds  to  be  received  and  dis- 
bursed in  the  transactions  of  the  Government,  lilu- 
irise  demands  your  most  careful  comdderation. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  those  who  framed  and 
adopted  the  constituUon,  having  in  immediate  view 
the  depreciated  paper  of  the  confederacy— of  which 
five  hundred  dollars  in  paper  were,  at  times,  only 
equal  to  one  dollar  in  coin — intended  to  prevent  tlie 
recurrence  of  similar  evils,  so  far  at  least  as  related 
to  the  transactions  of  the  new  Government  They 
gave  to  Congress  express  powers  to  coin  money,  and 
to  r^ulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin ; 
Aey  refused  to  give  it  power  to  establish  corpora- 
tions— the  agents  then,  as  now,  ehiefly  employed  to 
create  a  paper  currency ;  they  prohibited  the  States 
from  making  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a  legal 
tender  in  payment  of  debts ;  and  the  first  Coiwress 
Erected,  by  positive  law,  that  the  revenue  should  be 
received  in  nothing  but  gold  and  silver. 

Public  exigency  at  the  outset  of  the  Qovemment, 
without  dircot  le^slative  authority,  led  to  the  use  of 
bonks  as  fiscal  aids  to  the  Treasury.  In  admitted 
deviation  fVom  the  law,  at  the  same  period,  and 
under  the  same  exigency,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
nry  received  their  notes  in  payment  of  duties.  The 
sole  ground  on  which  the  practice,  thus  commenced, 
was  then,  or  has  since  been  justified,  is  the  certain, 
immediate,  and  convenient  exchange  of  such  notes 
for  sped*.  The  Government  did  indeed  receive  the 
inconvertible  notes  of  State  banks  during  the  diffi- 
culties of  war ;  and  the  community  submitted  with- 
out a  murmur  to  the  unequal  taxation  and  multiplied 
evils  of  which  such  a  course  was  productive.  With 
the  war,  this  indulgence  ceased ;  and  the  banks  were 
dbliged  again  to  redeem  their  notes  in  gold  and  silver. 
The  Treasury,  in  accordance  with  previous  practice, 
continued  to  dispense  with  the  currency  required  by 
the  act  of  1789,  and  took  the  notes  of  banlcs,  in  fVill 
confidence  of  their  being  paid  In  specie  on  demand ; 
and  Congress,  to  guard  against  the  slightest  violation 
of  this,  principle,  have  declared,  by  law,  that  if  notes 
are  ptdd  in  the  transactions  of  the  Government,  it 
must  be  under  such  circumstances  as  to  enable  the 
liokier  to  convert  them  into  qiecie  without  deprecio- 
titm  or  delay. 

Of  my  own  duties  under  the  existing  laws,  when 
the  banks  suspended  specie  payments,  I  could  not 
doubt.  Directions  were  immediately  given  to  pre- 
vent \laB  reception  into  the  Treasury  of  any  tiung 
but  gold  and  silver  or  its  equivalent;  and  every 
practicable  arrangement  was  made  to  preserve  the 
public  faith  by  similar  or  equivalent  payments  to  tlie 
public  creditors.  The  revenue  from  lands  had  been 
for  some  time  si^tantioliy  so  collected,  under  the 
order  issued  by  the  directions  of  my  predecessor. 
The  effects  of  that  order  had  been  so  salutary,  and 
its  forecast  in  r^ard  to  the  increaung  insecurity  of 
bank  paper  had  tiecome  so  apparent,  that,  even  be- 
fore the  catastrophe,  I  had  resolved  not  to  interfere 
with  its  operation.  Congress  is  now  to  decide 
whether  the  revenue  sliaU  continue  to  be  so  collected 
CT  noC 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  of  bank  notes  not 
TCdeemed  in  ^wcie  on  demand,  wiU  not,  I  presume, 


be  sanctioned.  It  would  destroy,  without  the  excuse 
of  war  or  public  distress,  that  equality  of  imports, 
and  identity  of  commercial  regulation,  which  lie  at 
the  foundation  of  our  confederacy,  and  would  offer 
to  each  State  a  direct  temptation  to  increase  its  for- 
eign b«de  by  depreciating  the  currency  received  for 
duties  in  its  ports.  Su(£  a  proceeding  would  also, 
in  a  great  degree,  frustrate  the  policy,  bo  higlily  cher- 
ishe<^  of  infusing  into  our  circulation  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  precious  metals ;  a  policy  the  wisdom  of 
which  none  can  doubt,  though  there  may  be  different 
opinions  as  to  the  extent  to  which  it  Bhould  be  ear- 
ned. Its  results  have  been  already  too  auspicions, 
and  its  succeaa  is  too  closely  interwoven  with  the 
future  prosperity  of  the  country,  to  permit  us  for  a 
moment  to  oontemplate  its  abandonment  We  have 
seen,  under  its  influence,  our  q;>ecie  augmented  l>9- 
yond  eighty  millions ;  our  coinage  incr^sed  so  as  to 
make  that  of  gold  amount,  lietween  August,  1834, 
and  December,  1836,  to  ten  millioas  of  dollars ;  ex- 
ceeding the  whole  coinage  at  the  mint  during  the 
thirty-one  previous  years.  The  prospect  of  ftirther 
improvement  continued  without  abatement  until  the 
moment  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  This 
policy  has  now,  indeed,  been  suddenly  checked,  but 
IS  still  fiir  from  being  overthrown.  Amidst  all  con- 
flicting theories,  one  poatioa  is  undeniable :  the 
precious  metals  will  invariably  disappear  wlien  there 
ceases  to  be  a  necessity  for  their  use  as  a  circulating 
medium.  It  was  in  strict  accordance  with  tliis  truth, 
that  whilst,  in  the  month  of  ICay  last,  they  were 
everywhere  seen,  and  were  current  for  all  ordinai7 
purposes,  they  disappeared  from  circulation  the  mo- 
ment the  payment  of  specie  was  refused  by  the 
banks,  and  tne  community  tacitiy  agreed  to  dit- 
pense  with  its  employment*  Their  phoe  was  sim- 
plied  by  a  currency  exclusively  of  paper,  and,  ut 
many  oases,  of  the  worst  description.  Already  an 
the  bank  notes  now  in  circulation  greatiy  d^treciated, 
and  they  fluctuate  in  value  between  one  place  an4 
another :  thus  Himiniflhlng  and  Tnnlfing  uncertain  the 
worth  of  property  and  the  price  of  labor,  and  failing 
to  subserve,  exo^t  at  a  heavy  loss,  the  purposes  of 
business.  With  each  sucoeediug  day  toe  metalUo 
currency  decreases ;  by  some  it  is  hoarded  in  the 
natural  fear  that,  once  parted  with,  it  cannot  be  T9- 
placed ;  while  by  others  it  is  diverted  from  its  moae 
legitimate  uses,  for  tlie  sake  of  gun.  Siould  Con- 
gress sanction  tliis  condition  of  things,  by  makhut 
irredeemable  p^ier  money  receivable  in  payment  of 
public  dues,  a  temporary  check  to  a  wise  and  salutary 
policy  wUl,  in  all  probability,  be  converted  into  its 
absolute  destruction. 

It  is  true  that  bank  notes  actually  oonvertiUe  into 
specie  may  be  received  in  payment  of  the  reveniw, 
without  being  liable  to  all  these  objections,  and  that 
such  a  course  may,  to  some  extent,  promote  individ- 
ual convenience ;  an  object  always  to  be  considered 
where  it  does  not  conflict  with  tiie  principles  of  our 
Government  or  the  general  welfare  of  the  country. 
If  auch  notes  only  were  received,  and  always  andcr 
circumstances  allowing  their  early  presentati<Hi  for 
payment,  and  if,  at  £ort  and  fix^  periods,  they 
were  converted  into  qiede,  to  be  k^t  by  the  officna 
of  the  Treasury,  some  of  the  most  seiioas  obstodts 
to  their  i«oeption  would  perlisps  be  removed.  To 
retain  the  notes  in  the  Treasury  would  be  to  renew, 
under  another  form,  the  loans  of  public  moBsy  to  the 
banks,  and  the  evils  eonseqaent  thereon. 

It  is,  however,  a  mistaken  InqireaBioD,  that  aiiy 
large  amount  of  qiede  is  reqaii«d  for  public  fj- 
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ments.  Of  the  aeventy  or  eighty  millions  now  esti- 
mated to  be  in  'the  country,  ten  millions  would  be 
abundantly  suffident  for  that  purpose,  provided  an 
aocnmulation  of  a  large  amount  of  revenue,  beyond 
the  necessary  wants  of  the  Qovemment,  be  hereafter 
prevented.  If  to  these  considerations  be  added  the 
facilities  wliich  will  arise  from  enabling  the  Treasury 
to  satisfy  the  public  creditors,  by  its  drafts  or  notes 
received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  it  may  be 
safely  assumed  that  no  motive  of  convenience  to  the 
dtizen  requires  the  reception  of  banlc  paper. 

To  say  that  the  refusal  of  paper  money  by  the 
Government  introduces  an  unjust  discrimination  be- 
tween  tbe  currency  received  by  it,  and  that  used  by 
individuals  in  their  ordinary  aflairs,  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, to  view  it  in  a  very  erroneous  light.  The  con- 
stitution prohibits  the  States  from  mwing  any  thing 
but  gold  and  silver  a  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts, 
and  thus  secures  to  every  citizen  a  right  to  demand 
payment  in  the  legel  currency.  To  provide  by  law 
that  the  Oovenmient  will  only  receive  ita  dues  in 
gold  and  silver,  is  not  to  confer  on  it  any  peculiar 
privilege,  but  merely  to  place  it  on  an  equality  with 
the  citizen,  by  reserving  to  it  a  right  secured  to  him 
by  the  constitution.  It  is  doubtless  for  this  reason 
tiiat  the  principle  has  been  sanctioned  by  succesave 
laws,  from  the  time  of  the  first  Congress  under  the 
constitution  down  to  the  last  8uch  precedents, 
never  objected  to,  and  proceeding  from  such  sources, 
afford  a  decisive  answer  to  the  imputation  of  in- 
equality or  injustice. 

But,  in  fact,  the  measure  is  one  of  restriction,  not 
of  favor.  To  forbid  the  public  agent  to  receive  in 
payment  any  other  than  a  certain  kind  of  money,  is 
to  reftase  him  a  discretion  possessed  by  every  citizen. 
It  may  be  left  to  tiiose  who  have  the  management  of 
their  own  tnosactions,  to  make  their  own  terms ; 
but  no  such  discretion  should  be  given  to  him  who 
acts  merely  as  an  agent  of  the  people,  who  is  to 
collect  what  the  law  requires,  and  to  pay  the  appro- 
priations it  makes.  When  bank  notes  are  redeemed 
on  demand,  there  is  then  no  discrimination  in  reality, 
for  the  Individual  who  receives  them  may,  at  his 
option,  enbetitnte  the  specie  for  them;  be  takes 
them  from  convenience  or  choice.  When  they  are 
not  so  redeemed,  it  will  scarcely  be  contended  that 
their  receipt  and  payment,  by  a  public  officer,  should 
be  permitted,  though  none  deny  that  right  to  an  in- 
dividual ;  if  it  were,  the  effect  would  l^  most  inju- 
rious to  the  public,  since  their  officer  could  muce 
none  of  those  arrangements  to  meet  or  guard  against 
the  depreciation,  whidi  an  individual  is  at  librarty  to 
do.  Korean  inconvenience  to  the  community  be 
allied  as  an  otyection  to  such  a  regulation.  Its 
object  and  motive  are  their  convenience  and  wel- 
five. 

If,  at  a  moment  of  dmnltaneoua  and  unexpected 
suspension,  by  the  banks,  it  adds  something  to  the 
many  emberrasiments  of  that  proceeding,  yet  these 
•re  far  overbalanced  by  its  direct  tendency  to  pro- 
duce a  wider  circulation  of  gold  and  silver,  to  in- 
crease the  safety  of  bank  paper,  to  improve  the 
general  currency,  and  thus  to  prevent  altogether 
Budi  occurrences,  and  the  other  and  far  greater  evils 
that  attend  than. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  questioned,  whether  It  Is  not 
for  the  interest  of  the  banin  themselves  that  the 
Government  should  not  receive  their  paper.  They 
would  be  conducted  with  more  caution,  and  on 
sounder  prindplea.     By  using  specie  only  in  its 


transactions,  the  Qovemment  would  create  a  demand 
for  it,  Trfjich  would,  to  a  great  extent,  prevent  its  ex- 
portation, and,  by  keeping  it  in  circulation,  maintain 
a  broader  and  safer  basis  for  the  paper  currency. 
Hat  the  banks  would  thus  be  rendered  more  sonnd, 
and  the  commimity  more  safe,  cannot  admit  of  i 
doubt. 

The  foregoing  views,  it  seems  to  me,  do  bat  ftirij 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  federal  constitution 
In  relation  to  the  currency,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
public  revenue.  At  the  time  that  instrument  was 
framed,  there  were  but  three  or  four  banks  in  the 
United  States ;  and  had  the  extenaon  of  the  banking 
system,  and  the  evils  growing  out  of  it,  been  forescCTi, 
they  would  probably  have  been  specially  guarded 
against  The  same  policy  wtiich  led  to  the  prohibi- 
tion of  bills  of  credit  by  the  States,  would,  doubtless, 
in  tliat  event,  have  also  interdicted  their  issue  as  a 
currency  in  any  other  form.  The  constitution,  how- 
ever, contains  no  such  jkrohibition ;  and,  since  tlic 
States  have  exercised  for  nearly  half  a  century  the 
power  to  regulate  the  bu»ness  of  banking,  it  b  not 
to  be  expected  that  it  will  be  aljandoned.  The  whole 
matter  is  now  under  discussion  before  the  proper 
tribunal — the  people  of  the  States.  Never  before 
has  the  public  mind  been  so  thoroughly  awakened  to 
a  proper  Eense  of  its  importance  ;  never  has  the  sub- 
ject, in  all  its  bearings,  been  submitted  to  so  seardi- 
ing  an  inquiry.  It  would  t>e  distrusting  the  intelli- 
gence and  virtue  of  the  people  to  doubt  the  q)eedy 
and  efficient  adoption  of  such  measures  of  reform  as 
the  public  good  demands.  All  ttiat  can  rightfully  b« 
done  by  the  federal  Government  to  promote  the  ac- 
complishment of  that  important  object,  will,  witii- 
out  doubt,  be  performed. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  all  the 
remedies  agidnst  a  depreciated  paper  currcnCTr  whidi 
the  constitution  enables  us  to  fuHbrd.  The  Treasury 
Department,  on  several  former  occasions,  has  sug- 
gested the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  unifonn 
law  concerning  banltruptcies  of  corporations,  and 
other  bankers.  Through  the  instrumentality  of  sodi 
a  law,  a  salutary  check  may  doubtiess  be  imposed  on 
the  issues  of  paper  modey,  and  an  effectual  reme^ 
given  to  the  citizen  in  a  way  at  once  equal  in  ill 
parts  of  the  Union,  and  ftilly  authorized  by  tbe  con- 
stitution. 

The  indulgence  granted  by  executive  authority  m 
the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties  has  been  aIr«Kly 
mentioned.  Seeing  that  the  immediate  enforcement 
of  these  obligations  would  subject  a  large  and  hteUy 
respectable  portion  of  our  citizens  to  great  sacrinecs, 
and  believing  that  a  temporary  postponement  could 
be  made  without  detriment  to  other  interests,  and 
with  increased  certainty  of  ultimate  payment,  I  (fid 
not  hesitate  to  comply  with  the  request  that  w« 
made  of  me.  The  terms  allowed  are,  to  the  ftill 
extent,  as  liberal  as  any  that  are  to  be  found  in  tlis 
practice  of  the  Executive  Department  It  remdM 
for  Congress  to  decide  whether  a  Anther  postpone- 
ment may  not  with  propriety  be  allowed ;  and,  if  so, 
their  legislation  upon  the  subject  is  rcspectfiilly  in- 
vited. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  wiH 
exhibit  the  condition  of  these  debts ;  the  extent  and 
effect  of  the  present  indulgence ;  the  probable  result 
of  its  further  extension  on  the  state  of  the  T^easary ; 
and  every  other  fact  necessary  to  a  fbll  consideratian 
of  the  subject  Similar  information  is  commudetfad 
in  r^ard  to  such  depositories  of  tbe  public  moaey* 
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«  ara  indebted  to  the  GoTeniment,  in  order  that 
Coagreas  may  also  adopt  the  proper  meaaorea  iu  r»- 
gaidto  them. 

nw  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  flnt  half  of 
die  ;ear,  and  an  eatimate  of  tlioee  for  the  residue, 
Tifl  be  laid  before  70a  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
my.  In  his  report  of  December  Ink,  it  was  esti- 
■Mted  tibat  the  oonent  reoeipta  would  faU  iboH  of 
the  expemfitoies  by  about  three  millions  of  dollan. 
It  win  be  seen  that  the  difference  will  be  much 
greater.  This  ia  to  be  attributed  not  only  to  the 
occurrence  of  greater  pecuniary  embarrassments  in 
the  bnaineeB  of  the  country  ttum  those  which  were 
then  predicted,  and,  consequently,  •  greater  diminu- 
tUm  fat  the  rerenne,  but  alao  to  the  fact  that  the  ap- 
fmpriations  exceeded,  by  neariy  six  miUioDS,  the 
amount  whidi  was  adced  for  in  the  estimates  then 
aohoiitted.  The  sum  necessary  for  the  service  of  the 
year,  beyond  the  probable  receipts,  and  the  amount 
wiUk  it  was  intended  should  be  reserved  in  the 
Titaauij  at  the  eoaunencement  of  the  year,  will  be 
about  six  millions.  If  the  whole  of  tiie  reserved 
baknne  be  not  at  once  applied  to  the  current  expen- 
dturea,  bat  four  millions  be  still  kept  in  the  Treaa- 
Diy,  as  seems  most  expedient,  for  the  uses  of  the 
mii^  and  to  meet  contingendee,  the  siun  needed 
will  be  ten  millioas. 

In  m.n«g  tiiig  estimate,  the  receipts  are  calculated 
M  th«  wnyoeition  of  some  farther  extension  of  the 
iadDlgoMe  granted  in  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties, 
vliich  will  affect  the  amount  of  the  revenue  for  the 
present  year  to  the  extent  of  two  and  a  half  mil- 
uons. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  procure  the  required  amount 
by  loans  or  increased  taxation.  There  are  now  in 
the  Treaanry  nine  millions  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
seren  thousand  two  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars, 
directed  by  the  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  to  be 
deposited  with  the  States  in  October  next  This 
nun,  if  so  deposited,  will  be  sutgect,  under  the  law, 
to  be  recalled,  if  needed,  to  deftay  existing  appro- 
yiiations ;  and  as  it  is  now  evident  that  the  whole, 
«r  tbe  prioeipal  part  of  it,  will  be  wanted  for  that 
pwpoee,  it  appears  most  proper  that  the  deposit 
ahonld  be  withheld.  Until  the  amount  can  be  ooi- 
leeted  bom  the  banks,  Treasury  notes  may  be  tem- 
porarily issued,  to  be  gradually  redeemed  as  it  is 
noeival 

I  am  aware  that  this  course  may  be  productive  of 
inooBvenience  to  many  of  the  States.  Relying  upon 
the  acts  of  Congress  which  held  ont  to  them  the 
strong  probability,  if  not  the  certainty,  of  receiving 
ttia  instalment,  they  have  in  some  instances  adopted 
neasores  with  which  its  retention  may  seriously  in- 
tofere.  That  sndi  a  condition  of  things  should  have 
eessired,  is  much  to  be  regretted.  It  is  not  the 
least  among  the  unfortunate  results  of  the  disasters 
•f  the  times,  snd  it  is  for  Congress  to  devise  a  fit 
icowdy,  if  there  be  one.  The  money  being  indis- 
pwnsahlH  to  the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  upon  what  prindple  of  justice  or  expe- 
diency its  application  to  that  object  can  be  avoided. 
To  recall  any  portions  of  the  sums  already  deposited 
with  the  StiUes,  would  be  more  inconvenient  and  less 
sficient  To  burden  the  country  with  increased 
taxation,  when  there  is  in  fact  a  huge  surplus  rev- 
enue, would  be  nnjnst  and  unwise ;  to  raise  moneys 
by  loana  under  such  circumstances,  and  thos  to  com- 
■eaee  a  new  national  debt,  would  scarcely  be  sano- 
tioaed  by  tha  American  people. 
.   Tbe  jian  jtcfoeed  will  b«  adequate  to  all  our 


fiscal  operatioQS,  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
Should  it  be  adopted,  the  TreaAry,  aided  by  the 
ample  resooroee  of  the  coontry,  will  be  able  to  dis- 
ohante,  punctually,  every  pecuniary  obligation,  F(» 
the  rature,  all  that  is  needed  will  be  that  caution  and 
forbearance  in  appropriations  which  the  diminution 
of  the  revenue  requires,  and  which  the  complete  ao- 
complishment  or  great  forwardness  of  many  expen- 
sive national  undertakings  renders  equally  consistent 
with  prudence  and  patriotic  liberality. 

The  preceding  suggestions  and  recommendations 
are  submitted,  in  the  belief  that  their  adoption  by 
Ooosreaswill  enable  the  Executive  Department  to 
oondiict  our  fiscal  concerns  with  success,  so  far  aa 
their  management  has  bewi  committed  to  it.  Whilst 
the  objects,  and  the  means  proposed  to  attain  them, 
are  within  its  constitutiooal  powers  and  appropriate 
duties,  they  will  at  the  same  time,  it  is  hoped,  by 
their  necessary  operation,  afford  essential  aid  in  the 
transaction  of  individual  concerns,  and  thus  yield 
relief  to  the  people  at  lai|;e  in  a  form  adwted 
to  the  nature  of  our  GovemmenL  Those  who  look 
to  the  action  of  this  Government  for  specific  aid  to 
the  citizens  to  rdieve  embarrassments  arising  from 
losses  by  revulsions  in  commerce  and  credit,  lose 
sight  of  the  ends  for  whidi  it  was  created,  and  the 
powwB  with  which  it  is  clothed.  It  was  established 
to  give  security  to  us  all,  in  our  lawful  and  honorable 
pursuits,  under  the  lasting  safeguard  of  republican  in- 
stitutions. It  was  not  intended  to  confer  qwoial 
favors  on  individual,  or  on  any  clannfii  of  them ;  to 
create  systems  of  asricultore,  manufactures,  or  toade ; 
or  to  engage  in  them,  either  separately  or  in  oon- 
nectimi  wiu  individual  citizens  or  organised  associa- 
tions. If  its  operations  were  to  be  directed  for  tbe 
benefit  of  any  one  daaa,  equivalent  favors  must,  in 
justice,  be  extended  to  the  rest ;  and  the  attempt  to 
bestow  such  fiivors  with  an  equal  hand,  or  even  to 
select  those  who  should  most  deserve  tiiem,  would 
never  be  sncoessAil.  All  communities  are  apt  to  look 
to  Government  for  too  much.  Even  in  our  own 
oounby,  where  its  powers  and  duties  are  so  strictiy 
limited,  we  are  prone  to  do  so,  eepeoially  at  paiioda 
of  sudden  embarrassments  and  distress.  But  this 
ouf^t  not  to  be.  The  framers  of  our  excellent  con- 
stitution, and  the  people  who  i^)proved  it  with  calm 
and  sagacious  ddibeiation,  acted  at  the  time  ou  a 
sounder  principle.  They  wisely  judged  that  tbe  less 
Government  interferes  with  private  pursuits,  the 
better  for  general  proqjerity.  It  is  not  its  legitimate 
ol^ject  to  make  men  rich,  or  to  repair,  by  direct 
grants  of  money  or  legislation  in  favor  of  particular 
pursuits,  losses  not  Incurred  in  the  public  service. 
This  would  be  substantially  to  use  the  property  of 
some  for  the  benefit  of  others.  But  its  real  duty^ 
that  duty  the  performance  of  which  makes  a  good 
Government  tbe  most  predious  of  human  blessings- 
is  to  enact  and  wforoe  a  system  of  general  laws  com- 
mensurate witii,  but  not  exceeding,  the  objects  of  it* 
establishment,  and  to  leave  every  citizen  and  every 
interest  to  reap,  under  its  benign  protection,  the  re- 
wards of  virtue,  industry,  and  prudence. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  on  this,  as  on  all  similar  oc- 
casions, the  Federal  Government  wOl  find  its  agency 
most  conducive  to  the  security  and  happiness  of 
the  people,  when  limited  to  the  exercise  of  its  con- 
ceded powers.  In  never  assuming,  even  for  a  well- 
meant  object,  such  powers  as  were  not  designed  to 
be  conferred  upon  it,  we  shall  in  reality  do  most  for 
the  general  wel&ie.  To  avoid  every  nnnec^ssanr 
iBterierenoe  with  the  pursuita  of  the  citizen,  wiU 
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retnltin  more  beu^  than  to  adopt  meaitirM  which 
«onld  only  aasiat  Dmited  interests,  and  are  eagerly, 
bat  perhapa  naturaUr,  sought  for,  under  tbe  pres- 
sare  of  temporary  cfranmstanees.  If,  thereibre,  I 
refitkln  from  snQnestiBg  to  GongreM  any  specific 
plan  for  regnlatiDg  the  exchanges  of  Ae  ooontry, 
reUering  mereant^  embarrasunents,  or  iaterie^ 
ing  with  the  ordinanr  operationi  of  foreigii  or 
domestic  commerce,  it  is  {h>m  a  oonTietloa  that 
such  measures  are  not  wttbin  the  oonstitotional 
prorince  of  the  General  Goremment,  and  that  their 
adoption  would  not  promote  the  rsal  and  perma- 
nent weUkre  of  those  they  might  be  designed  to 
aid. 

The  diiBealties  and  ^streHSs  of  the  timea, 
ttongh  unquestionably  great,  are  Umiled  In  their 
extent,  and  cannot  be  regarded  as  alfcetlDg  the 
penuaaent  prosperity  of  the  aatioii.  Arising,  in  a 
great  degree,  from  the  transactions  of  fhreiga  and 
domastio  oommeice,  it  is  upon  them  that  they  hare 
dliefly  &llen.  The  great  agrioatturml  interest  has, 
ia  many  parts  of  this  country,  suffered  oompar- 
atfTely  little;  and,  as  if  ProTidence  intended  to 
display  the  munificence  of  its  goodness  at  the 
moment  of  our  greatest  need,  and  ia  direct  ooo- 
trast  to  the  erils  oecanoned  by  the  waywardness 
of  Man,  we  have  been  bleased  throughout  our  ex- 
tended territory  with  a  season  of  general  health 
and  of  uncommon  finitfVilneas.  The  proceeds  of 
our  great  staples  will  soon  fomish  the  means  of 
Kqnidating  debts  at  home  and  abroad,  and  cod- 
titbate  equally  to  the  reviTal  of  commerofad  actirity, 
and  the  restoration  of  commercial  credit  The 
banks,  established  avowedly  for  its  support,  derir- 
ing  their  profits  from  it,  and  resting  under  obliga- 
tiMS  to  it  wMeh  cannot  be  overiooked,  wHl  feel  at 
once  the  neeessity  and  Justice  of  uniting  their  ener- 
gies with  those  of  the  mercantile  interest  The 
SQspeasion  of  specie  payments,  at  such  a  time  and 
vnoer  such  circumstances  as  we  hare  lately  wit- 
nessed, could  not  be  other  than  a  temporary 
measure ;  and  we  can  scarcely  err  in  briieving  that 
the  period  must  soon  arrive  when  all  tliat  are  sol- 
vent win  redeem  their  issues  in  gold  and  sOver. 
Dealings  abroad  naturally  depend  on  resources  and 
prosperity  at  liome.  If  the  debt  of  our  merchants 
has  accumulated,  or  their  ert^t  is  hnpaired,  these 
are  floctnations  always  incident  to  extensive  or  ex- 
travagant mercantile  transactions.  But  the  ulti- 
mate security  of  such  obligations  does  not  admit  of 
question,  ney  are  guaranteed  by  tlie  resooroes 
of  a  country,  the  tnSu  of  whose  industry  alfbrd 
abundant  means  of  ample  liquidatioB,  and  by  the 
evident  interest  of  every  merdiant  to  sustain  a 
credit,  hitherto  high,  by  promptly  applying  these 
Beans  for  its  preservation, 

I  deeply  regret  that  events  have  occurred  which 
require  me  to  ask  yoar  consideration  of  such  serious 
topics.  I  could  have  wished  that,  in  making  my 
first  communication  to  the  assembled  Bepresent- 
atf  ves  of  my  country,  I  had  nothing  to  dwell  upon 
but  the  history  of  her  unalloyed  prosperity.  Bfaiee 
it  is  otherwise,  we  can  only  feel  more  deeply  the 
responsibility  of  the  respective  trusts  that  have 
1>een  confided  to  us,  and,  under  the  pressure  of 
ffifficulties,  unite  in  invoking  the  guidance  and  aid 
of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  nations,  and  in  laboring 
with  zealous  resolution  to  overcome  the  difionltles 
by  which  wo  are  environed. 

It  is,  under  such  eircumstances,  a  high  gratifica- 
tion to  know,  by  long  expetienoe,  that  we  aet  for  a 


people  to  whom  the  truth,  however  inunnUi|, 
can  always  be  spoken  with  safety;  forihe  tridrf 
whose  patriotism  no  emergency  is  too  sevtit,  lal 
who  are  snre  never  to  desert  a  public  fluMtimi; 
honcstiy  laboring  for  the  pnbUc  good.  It  Meal 
just  that  they  should  receive,  without  delay,  a; 
aid  in  their  endtanaasments  which  yoar  d&icn- 
tiona  eaa  afbrd.  Coming  dhreotly  from  the  tUti 
of  tlieai,  and  knowing  the  course  of  erentiiaeTeiT 
section  of  our  country,  from  yon  may  beat  beletni- 
ed  as  weU  the  extent  and  nature  of  these  eDliu> 
rasgmeati,  as  the  most  desirable  measuics  of  tdieC 

I  am  aware,  however,  that  it  is  not  pnmr  t* 
detun  you,  at  present,  longer  than  may  he  ih 
manded  by  the  special  objects  for  vUeh  yon  in 
convened.  To  them,  therefore,  I  bare  con&ri 
my  communication ;  and,  beUeving  it  wiU  iiot  Im 
your  own  wish  now  to  extend  your  defibenligM 
beyood  them,  I  reserve  till  thensaalpeliodsfys* 
annual  meetinr  tiiat  genaral  infMrmalian  oaO* 
state  of  the  Umon  which  the  aonstitatioa  reqiditf 
me  to  give. 

ILTAKBUBEN. 

WAsanoHur,  8eft  4,  18S7. 

Mr.  Wbigbt  moved  th«  printiiig  o(  5,000 
copies  of  the  Message,  and  1,600  of  the  tocom- 
panying  documents. 

Mr.  OhJL-r,  of  Kentaokr,  said  he  rose  to 
second  the  motion  of  the  Senator  frcm  Hew 
York  (Mr-  Wkioht)  to  print  an  extra  number 
of  copies  of  the  Message.  He  should  indeed 
have  no  objection  to  unblishing  double  or  tripl* 
the  number  proposeo,  if  it  were  oonvenient  to 
distribnte  them.  Be  had  accomplished  die 
sole  pnrpoee  for  which  he  had  risen;  bnt 
while  he  was  np,  he  oonid  not  forbear  safiog 

n  after  attentively  listening  to  the  reidiog 
is  Message,  he  felt  the  deepest  regret  tli^ 
the  President,  entertdning  such  yievi,  m 
proposing  sach  a  plan  for  the  relief  d  tbe 
ooantry,  as  he  haa  preaented,  had  deemed  it 
hia  doty  to  call  an  extra  aeaeion  of  Coogneeet 
tiiis  inconvenient  period  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  did  not  rise  to  erpre* 
any  opinion  or  to  enter  into  any  discnaioii. 
"  Sufficient  for  the  day,"  said  he,  "is  theejil 
thereof."  But  it  was  his  wish  to  increase  w 
number  of  copies  to  be  printed  ft-om  five  then- 
sand  to  ten.  He  thought  the  former  nnmber 
too  (anall  for  his  proportion  of  it  to  aatis^r  '^ 
demand  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Wbioht  was  ready  to  accept  the  prqwa- 
tion  as  a  modificati<m  of  lus  original  metwn, 
and  did  so. 

The  question  on  printing  ten  thonstndTO 
then  pat  and  carried. 


MoNDAT,  September  11. 

Ite  Chaib  stated  the  order  of  the  day  to  J» 
the  election  of  a  Secretary  of  the  SewM; 
whereupon,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  lor 
Secreta^,  and  at  the  first  ballot  AaBCsr  xn"- 
nre,  Esq.,  received  89  votes  out  of  40,  and  WM 
declared  duly  elected.  ^   ,,  „ 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  Gbtobt,  the  genate  ften 
piooaeded  to  the  electkm  of  Chaplain;  voeO) 
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ftmrtk  ImMmeml    Dutg  Bamit, 


[SaxAXK. 


after  four  ballotanga  the  nnmber  of  eandidates 
'being  twenty-one,  the  BeT.  Mr.  Buoeb,  ct  the 
ICethodist  Chnroh,  Georgetown,  received  a  ma- 
jority cf  the  TOtes,  and  was  declared  doly 
eleoted. 

Biportfrom  Hu  Chmmttae  im  Fino/tM, 

Mr.  '^moRT,  ohairtnan  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Tteanoe,  to  which  was  referred  that  part  ot  the 
Message  of  the  F)reddent  of  the  United  State* 
relatii^  to  the  distribntion  of  the  (mrpliu 
revenne,  and  other  matters,  reported  a  bill  for 
tbe  poetponement  of  the  fonrtn  instahnent  of 
the  deposit  to  the  States  till  farther  proviiioD 
tlterefor  by  law.  Mr.  W.  said  that,  as  the 
time  the  committee  had  was  tnit  short  he 
should  now  merely  report  the  above  bill,  which 
he  woidd  more  to  be  tead  a  first  tune,  and 
ot&enA  to  a  stoond  reading,  with  a  view  to 
take  it  up  to-morrow ;  when  he  expected  the 
oommittee  would  l>e  able  to  report  farther. 

Mr.  Oalrouit  said  he  hoped  this  bill  wonld 
not  be  pressed  so  rapidly.  It  was  due  to  the 
Senate  to  hare  the  whole  snbieet  before  them, 
and  he  therefore  hoped  that  this  biU  woold  be 
soffered  to  rest  nntil  it  shoold  be  seen  what 
other  measures  the  oommittee  might  propose. 

Mr.  Wkbstkb  sidd  he  rose  to  express  a  wish 
tliat,  whether  the  measures  proposed  were  to 
be  considered  separately,  or  whether  they  were 
to  be  coneidered  all  together,  they  might  be 
considered  and  decided  upon  with  all  the 
promptness  and  despatch  consistent  with  oon- 
sUerate  l^jisla^n. 

The  bil^  as  reported  by  Mr.  WmoHT,  was 
then  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

TtnsDAT,  September  IS. 

Jiwrth  Initahunt—Duty  Bonit. 

The  bin  to  postpone  the  fborth  instalment  of 
deposit  with  the  States  being  taken  up— 
The  bin  was  read  a  second  time,  and, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HimnABD,  the  fhrther  con- 
sideration of  it  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 


WxDBxsDAT,  September  18. 

Mr.  WBtoRT,  ftata  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  anthoriiing  the  issne  of  Treasory 
notes.  Bead  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
■eoonid  reeding. 

[This  bill  authorises  the  issne  of  Tnmatf 

Botes  to  an  amonnt  not  ezoeeding milliMis 

of  dollars,  and  of  denominations  not  less  than 
$100,  and  provides  that  the  notes  be  redeemed 
by  the  United  States,  at  tite  Treasury,  after  one 
year  from  their  date,  to  l>ear  interest  for  the 
said  term ;  rate  of  interest  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Secretary,  not  to  exceed  six  per  cent,  per 
annum ;  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to  be 
tolemnly  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  said 
notes.  Also,  that  the  notes  be  signed  by  the 
Treasorer  of  the  United  States,  and  oounter- 
rigned  by  the  Beg^stw  ot  the  TrMsury ;  sepa- 


rate accounts  of  the  ntmiber  signed  to  be  kept 
by  each  officer  as  a  mntnal  check.  These 
officers  are  by  this  section  also  authorized  to 
employ  sndi  additional  detka  as  these  duties 
miy  render  necessary ;  their  salary  to  be  fixed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Secti<m  4th  antboriaes  the  Secretary  to  issne 
these  notes  to  all  creditors  of  the  United  States 
who  choose  to  receive  them  at  par,  and  also  to 
borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  such  notes. 

Section  6th  enacts  that  such  notes  shaQ 
everywhere  be  reoeired  in  pavment  of  all 
duties,  taxes,  Ac.,  and  for  pnblic  lands. 

Section  9th  makes  it  felony  to  ooanterfoit 
Bud  notes,  and  fixes  the  penalty  on  conviction.] 

Mr.  WmeHT,  from  the  same  oommittee,  le- 
ported  a  bill  authorizing  the  postponement  at 
the  payment  of  dnty  bonds.  Ordered  to  • 
second  readhig. 

[This  biU  provides  that  the  extenrioo  of 
credit  for  duties  now  outstibding  shall  be  ^ 
months  fW>m  the  time  the  original  bond  became 
due ;  and  making  the  condition  in  each  case  to 
depend  on  the  same  conditions  as  to  additional 
security^  interest,  ito.,  prescribed  by  the  Treas- 
ury Department  to  the  extenrion  of  revenue 
bonds  nnce  May ;  and  not  to  include  any  bonds 
where  the  parties  have  not  given  additional 
seonrity,  or  made  part  payment,  or  are  (by  die 
proper  officers  of  the  Government)  considered 
insolvent  or  unsafe  security  for  th<^  bonds. 

Section  ad  provides  an  additionitl  credit  of 
six  months  gruited  on  all  bonds  which  may  be 
^ven  during  the  period  of  one  year  from  and 
after  the  1st  of  October,  1887.  Also,  that, 
where  the  seonrity  in  any  bond  postponed  i» 
satisfactory,  the  principal  and  sureties  shall  not 
be  disabled  from  being  the  same  for  other 
bonds,  though  the  first  bond  be  not  yet  paid.] 

Mr.  'WnoBT  also  reported  fW>m  the  same 
committee  a  bill  adinsting  the  remaining  claims 
on  the  late  deposit  banks;  which  was  also 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

[Section  1st  provides  that  the  Beenittaj  of 
the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  withdraw  the 

Sublio  moneys  remaining  in  any  of  tiie  late 
eposit  banks,  in  as  convenient  a  manner  to 
them  as  may  be  soitable  to  the  interests  of 
Oovemment.  TSo  bank  having  met,  or  which 
shall  meet,  the  requiritions  of  tiie  Department 
to  pay  any  fbrther  interest  than  that  required 
by  the  deposit  aet  of  2Sd  June,  1886. 

Section  2d  provides  iSai,  in  case  of  negleel 
or  reflisal  on  the  part  of  the  banks  to  oomj^y 
with  the  requisitions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  then  such  banks  shall  be  sued  at  law, 
unless  bond  with  security  be  given,  providing 
fS>r  payment  in  three  instalments:  the  first 
instument  after  two  months  ttom  tiie  passage 
of  this  act ;  the  second  after  five  months,  and 
the  remainder  after  eight  months  from  Uie  same 
period ;  interest  being  paid  at  the  rate  (^  six 
per  cent,  per  annum  ftom  the  time  of  default, 
and  damages  to  be  paid  acomiifg  from  protesta 
or  other  causes. 
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Thubsdat,  September  14. 
Fmaneial  Affair*. 
Ur.  Wbioht.  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  the  loUowinK  bills,  which  were  seve- 
rally read  and  orderedto  a  second  reading : 

1.  A  bill  to  anthorize  goods  and  merchandise 
to  be  deposited  in  the  pnblic  stores. 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  deposit  of  goods  in 
the  public  stores,  under  the  requisite  precaa- 
tions,  allowing  them  to  be  transported  to  other 
district^  or  to  be  exported,  on  certain  condi- 
tions ;  to  be  sold,  if  requisite  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  so  far  as  to  pay  the  dntieti,  storage,  and 
Otber  necessary  e3q>enses.1 

2.  A  bill  imposing  additional  duties,  as  de- 
positaries, in  certain  cases,  on  public  oflScers, 
commonly  called  the  Divorce  Bill. 

[This  bill  provides  for  the  receiving  and  safe- 
keeping of  the  pnblic  revenue,  by  uie  various 
receiving  officers,  postmasters,  &&,  until  regu- 
larly called  for  by  the  Department.  The  bill 
contains  many  details,  especially  of  precaution, 
to  secure  the  faithfulness  of  officers  having  the 
custody  of  the  public  money.] 

8.  A  bill  to  revoke  the  charters  of  such  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  as  sh^  not  resume 
specie  payments  in  a  specified  time ;  and  for 
the  suppression  of  small  notes  in  the  District. 

[This  bill  requires  the  payment  of  specie  on 
all  notes  of  and  under  ten  dollars,  in  sixty  days 
fh)m  the  date  of  the  bill ;  and  on  all  notes  of 
a  larger  denomination,  in  six  months.  It  pro- 
Tides  for  the  appointment  of  three  pnblic  com- 
missioners, in  case  of  failure ;  not  intermptiog, 
bowever,  the  due  course  of  law.  It  forbi£ 
the  issuing  of  notes  under  five  dollars;  and 
requires  that  within  thirty  days  all  notes  of 
individuals  and  private  corporations,  under  five 
dollars,  shall  be  neither  issued  nor  parsed,  under 
the  penalty  of  a  fine  of  not  more  than  fifty 
dolws  for  each  offence — one-half  to  the  prose- 
cutor. The  banks  to  forfeit  their  charters  for 
non-compliance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
bUL] 

Fawth  Inttalment — Duty  Bondi. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
ef  the  special  order,  the  bill  to  postpone  the 
payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposits 
to  the  States. 

Mr.  NiLBs  said:  Sir,  we  have  been  called 
here  at  an  extraordinary  emergency,  when  the 
business  of  the  country  was  deranged,  and  the 
public  mind  in  an  unsettled  and  feverish  state ; 
the  expectations  of  the  people  are  excited ;  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  country  are  upon  us.  At 
such  a  time,  and  under  such  circumstances. 
Congress  cannot  remain  in  session  without  a 
prodigious  influence  for  good  or  for  evil ;  and 
ne  greatly  feared  it  would  be  the  latter. 

Mr.  Wbbstbb  then  rose,  and  said  that  the 
importance  of  the  present  crisis  and  the  urgency 
of  this  occasion  was  such  as  to  lead  him  earnestly 
to  desire  that  some  measures  of  adequate  relief 
might  come  f^-om  the  quarter  which  alone  had 


the  power  to  effect  any  thing,  b^  the  mnjority 
it  commanded.  Much  as  I  differ  from  them, 
(said  Mr.  W.,)  I  would  be  glad  to  accept  any 
measure  of  substantial  relief  which  they  might 
bring  forward.  I  think,  sir,  I  see  such  a  neces- 
sity for  relief  as  never  before,  within  my  recol- 
lection, has  existed  in  this  country,  and  I  regret 
to  be  obliged  to  say  that  the  measures  propwed 
by  the  President,  in  his  Message  to  CongreM, 
and  reitented  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  his  report  to  the  same  body,  only  regard 
one  object,  and  are,  in  their  tendency,  only 
directed  to  one  branch  of  partial  reliefl  The 
evils,  however,  under  which  the  community 
now  suffers,  ^d  Mr.  W.,)  though  related,  and 
of  the  same  family,  are  yet  capable  of  distinct 
consideration.  In  the  first  place,  there  are  the 
wants  of  tiie  Treasury,  arising  from  the  stoppage 
of  payments  and  the  falling  off  of  the  revenue. 
This  is  an  exigency  requiring  the  consideration 
of  Congress ;  it  is  an  evil  threatening  to  sus- 
pend the  functions  of  at  least  one  department 
of  the  Government  unless  it  be  remedied. 
Another  and  a  p;reater  evil  is,  the  prostration 
of  credit — ^the  mterruption  brought  upon  all 
business  transactions,  arising  from  the  suspen- 
sion of  all  the  local  banks  throughout  the 
country,  with  some  few  and  trifling  exceptions. 
Hence  has  proceeded  a  prostration  of  the  local 
currency,  and  a  serious  obstruction  and  difficulty 
thrown  in  the  j^ay  of  buying  and  selling.  A 
third  want  is,  the  want  of  an  accredited  paper 
medium,  equal  to  specie,  having  equal  credit 
over  tin  parts  of  the  country,  capable  of  serving 
for  the  payment  of  debts  and  carrying  on  the 
internal  business  of  the  country  throughout  and 
between  the  different  and  distant  sections  of 
this  great  Union.  These  three  evils,  thon^ 
they  are  co-existent  and  cognate  in  their  being, 
cannot  be  met  by  the  same  measures  of  relief. 
If  relief  is  given  to  the  one,  it  does  not  follow 
that  you  wiU  relieve  the  others ;  if  you  replen- 
ish the  Treasury,  and  thus  bring  a  remedy  to 
that  evil,  this  brings  no  relief  to  the  disordered 
currency.  And  again:  if  the  local  currency 
is  relieved,  it  does  not  supply  the  other  wan^ 
namely,  that  of  a  universally  accredited  medium. 

I  diall  now  (continued  Mr.  W.)  confine  my- 
self to  a  few  remarks  on  the  bill  before  as,  and 
not  detain  the  Senate  longer  than  will  be 
strictly  necessary  to  give  a  plain  statement  of 
my  opinion. 

This  measure  is  proposed  in  order  to  provide 
tot  the  wants  of  the  Government  I  agree  that 
this  Is  a  necessary  object ;  but  the  qne8ti<Hi  ia^ 
whether  this  bill  is  the  proper  mode  of  makiw 
such  a  provision.  I  do  not  think  it  is,  thou^ 
others  may  think  differently.  If  this  is  indeed 
the  best  mode,  I  should  wish  to  see  it  carried 
into  execution,  for  rdief  is  wanted  both  by  the 
Treasury  and  by  the  country,  but  first  and 
chiefly  by  the  country. 

I  do  not  say  that  by  the  law  providing  ftir 
this  deposit  the  States  have  any  fixed  right  to 
it ;  I  prefer  to  put  the  matter  entirely  on  the 
footing  of  convenience  and  e^>edienoy;  and 
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when  it  is  oonsidared  what  expectations  hare 
been  raised — tliat  this  sacmey  nas  even  been 
already  diq)08ed  of  in  advance  br  the  several 
States  for  different  purposes,  such  as  internal 
improvementa,  education,  and  other  great  ob- 
jects—it beooines  a  question  of  expediency 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury  by  other  means. 

Another  consideration  of  great  importance 
in  my  view  is  this :  There  are  alreaor  many 
disturbing  causes  in  operation,  agitanig  the 
transactions  of  society  in  all  the  various  rami- 
fications of  business  and  commerce.  Now,  I 
wooM  a^  sir,  is  it  advisable,  is  it  wise,  is  it 
even  politic,  to  introduoei  at  such  a  time  as 
this,  another  great  distorbuur  cause,  prodndng 
a  reversed  action,  altering  the  destiny  of  this 
money,  overthrowing  contracts  now  entered 
into,  disappointing  expectations  raised,  disturb- 
ing, unsettling,  and  deranging  still  more  the 
already  deranged  business  transactions  of  the 
Thole  country  ?  I  woold  ask,  is  it  worth  while 
toSothis?    Ithinknot 

¥e  are  to  ccmsider  that  this  money,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  existing  law,  is  to 
go  equally  among  all  the  States,  and  among  all 
the  people;  and  the  wants  of  the  Treasury 
most  be  supplied,  if  supplies  he  necessary, 
equally  by  all  the  people.  It  is  not  a  question, 
therefore,  whether  some  shall  have  money  and 
others  shall  malce  ^^ood  the  deficiency.  All 
partake  in  the  distribution,  and  all  will  con- 
tribote  to  the  sapply.  So  that  it  is  a  mere 
^estion  of  convamenoe,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it 
ii  decidedly  most  convenient,  on  all  accounts, 
that  this  instalment  should  follow  its  present 
destioatioD,  and  tJie  necessities  of  the  Treasury 
he  provided  for  by  other  means. 

Again,if  you  pass  this  bill,  what  is  it?  It  is 
Jinwe  brutvm/ulmm;  of  itself  it  will  not 
prodnee  any  good  if  you  do  pass  it.  All  admit 
there  Is  no  money ;  tiierefore,  the  bill  will  give 
ao  rdief  to  the  Treasury.  This  bill,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, will  not  produce  to  the  Secretary  one 
^oQar:  he  acknowledges  himself  that  at  all 
eienta  it  will  not  produce  him  many,  for  he 
ttjs  he  wants  other  aid ;  and  he  has  ^plied  to 
(Congress  for  an  issue  of  some- millions  m  Treas- 
luy  notes.  He  gets  the  money,  therefore,  just 
»  veil  without  this  bill  as  with  it;  the  bill 
iteeli;  then,  is  unnecessary,  depriving  the  States 
of  a  snm  which  the  Secretary  cannot  avail 
hioself  o^  and  which  sum,  notwithstanding 
^  bin,  he  proposes  to  supply  by  an  issue  of 
uOTeminent  notes.  He  calls  this  collateral 
•id  to  the  measure  of  postponement.  But  this 
evidently  reverses  the  order  of  things,  for  the 
Treasory  notes  are  his  main  reliance ;  to  them 
wy  be  looks  for  immediate  relief;  and  this 
wstalment  now  to  be  withheld  is  (as  a  produc- 
tive aoarce  of  revenue)  only  subsequent  and 
•oflateral  to  the  issue  of  the  notes. 

But  now,  sir,  what  sort  of  notes  does  the 

secretary  propose  to  issue  f    He  proposes,  sir, 

tousne  Treasury  notes  of  small  denominations, 

«>wn  even  as  low  as  twenty  dollars,  not  bear- 
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ing  interest,  and  redeemable  at  no  fixed  period ; 
they  are  to  be  received  in  debts  due  to  Qovem- 
ment,  but  are  not  otherwise  to  be  paid  until  at 
some  indefinite  time  there  shall  be  a  certain 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  beyond  what  the  Secre- 
tary may  think  its  wants  require.  Now,  rir, 
this  is  plain,  authentic,  statutable  pi^r  money ; 
it  is  exaotiy  a  new  emission  of  old  continental. 
If  the  Genius  of  the  old  Confederation  were 
now  to  rise  up  in  the  midst  of  us,  he  could  not 
furnish  us,  from  the  abundant  stores  of  his 
recollection,  with  a  more  perfect  model  of  paper 
money.  It  carries  no  interest ;  it  has  no  fixed 
time  of  payment ;  it  is  to  circulate  as  currency, 
and  it  is  to  circulate  on  the  credit  of  Govertf- 
ment  alone,  with  no  fixed  period  of  redemp- 
tion  I  If  tliis  be  not  paper  money,  pray,  sir, 
what  is  it?  And,  sir,  who  expected  this? 
Who  expected  that  in  the  fifth  year  of  the 
«c^a«riment  for  r^orming  the  eurreney,  and 
bnng^  it  to  an  absolute  gold  and  silver  cir- 
culation, the  Treasury  Department  would  be 
found  rec<Hnmending  to  us  a  re^pilar  emission 
of  paper  money  ?  Tliis,  sir,  is  quite  new  in  the 
histoiT-  of  this  Government;  it  belongs  to  that 
of  the  Confederation  which  has  passed  away. 

Mr.  Wkioht  said  it  might  become  him  to  say 
a  few  words  in  relation  to  the  bill  before  the 
Senate.  His  position  in  reference  to  this  and 
other  bills,  perhaps,  required  him  to  do  so.  He 
would,  however,  confine  himself  strictiy  to  the 
present  subject,  and  to  the  most  brief  justifica- 
tion of  his  own  course,  and  that  of  a  majority 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  had  con- 
curred with  him  in  reporting  the  bill. 

Immediately  upon  the  appointment  of  the 
committee,  and  the  reference  to  it  of  the  im- 
portant subjects  treated  of  in  the  Message  of 
the  President,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  committee  found  that  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  was,  very  soon, 
to  be  in  want  of  means  to  meet  the  current 
demands  upon  it^ without  regard  to  any  further 
transfer  to  the  States.  They  also  found  that 
this  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposits  with  the 
States  was  to  become  payable  on  the  1st  day 
of  October,  and  amounted  to  about  nine  and 
one-third  millions  of  dollars. 

The  state  of  the  Treasury,  as  developed  by 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
was,  as  he  now  recollected,  (and  he  thought  he 
could  not  be  materitOly  mistaken,)  that,  at  the 
time  when  the  statement  iq>pended  to  that 
report  was  made  up,  about  the  first  dav  of  the 
present  month,  (he  oelieved  the  exact  date  was 
the  28th  of  August,)  there  was  in  the  Treasury, 
subject  to  draft,  available  and  unavailable,  but 
eight  million  one  hundred  and  some  odd  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  report  was  printed,  and  upon 
the  table  of  every  Senator,  and  would  verify 
his  correctness  in  tiiis  particular.  This  amount 
was  exclusive  of  the  sums  already  deposited 
with  the  States,  being  some  twenty-eight  mil- 
lions. 

To  arrive  at  what  would  be  the  condition  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  October,  the  ex- 
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pensea  of  the  present  month,  which,  from  drafts 
already  made  and  anticipated,  \rere  estimated 
at  abont  tvo  and  a  half  millions,  most  be  de- 
ducted from  the  eight  million  one  hundred  and 
odd  thousand;  thus  leaving  in  the  Treasury, 
subject  to  draft  on  the  Ist  &.j  of  October,  less 
than  six  millions,  without  tiie  transfer  of  a 
dollar  to  the  States  towards  the  October  instal- 
ment This,  too,  indnded  all  the  funds  in  tiie 
Treasury,  subiect  to  draft  for  payments,  or 
transfers  to  tne  States,  whether  available  or 
not,  upon  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer ;  the 
f^ds  on  deposit  with  the  States  not  being 
t{kken  into  the  computation. 

It,  then,  the  October  instalment  was  to  be 
transferred  to  the  States,  all  the  means  in  the 
Treasury,  of  all  descriptions,  on  the  day  when 
that  instalment  was,  by  the  deposit  law,  made 
transferable,  would  not  be  eqiud  to  two-thirds 
of  the  amoimt ;  and  money  must  be  borrowed 
upon  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  to  supply 
the  deficiency. 

The  honorable  Senator  seemed  to  suppose 
that  the  means  to  make  this  transfer  to  the 
States  were  in  the  Treasury ;  and  that  the  only 
diflScnlty,  separate  from  the  other  demands 
npon  it,  grew  oat  of  the  present  unayulable 
character  of  those  means.  The  statements  he 
had  already  made  had  shown  tiie  error  of  this 
hypothesis.  He  had  already  shown  that  the 
whole  means  in  the  Treasury,  even  when  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  his  report,  at 
the  commencement  of  our  present  session,  of 
whatever  character,  whether  available  or  not, 
were  less,  by  more  than  a  million  of  dollars, 
than  the  instalment  required  to  be  transferred 
to  the  States  nnder  the  deposit  law.  He  had 
fhrther  shown  that  those  means,  such  as  they 
were,  were,  before  the  Ist  of  October,  when 
that  transfer  was  required  to  be  made,  to  be 
Blall  further  diminished  by  the  whole  expenses 
of  the  CrOTemment  for  the  present  month, 
ascertained  and  estimated  to  amonnt  to  two  and 
a  half  millions  of  dollars.  Henoe  it  would 
follow,  that  the  whole  means  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  1st  day  of  October  next  must  be  fix>m 
three  and  a  half  to  four  millions  less  than  the 
transfer  required.  It  was  in  vain,  therefore, 
Hr.  W.  said,  to  escape  from  the  conclnsion, 
that,  if  Ck>ngress  should  insist  upon  this  trans- 
fer, it  must  authorize  a  loan  of  money  upon 
the  public  credit,  to  enable  the  Treasury  to 
make  it :  in  other  words,  that  it  must  authorize 
a  loan  of  money  upon  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  in  order  that  that  money,  when  loaned, 
may  be  deposited  with  the  States  for  safekeep- 
ing. 

Another  error  of  the  honorable  Senator 
(Mr.  Wrbstkb)  which  he  felt  bound  to  correct, 
was  in  his  strictures  upon  the  recommendations 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^as  to  the 
manner  of  issuing  Treasury  notes.  The  honor- 
able Senator  hSi.  criticized  this  part  of  the 
report  of  the  S^retary  of  the  Treasury  with 
some  severity,  and  bad  held  him  up  to  the 
Senate  and  tiie  country  as  striking  out  a  new 


path  for  the  supply  of  the  Treasury;  as  reeom- 
mending  the  issue  of  paper  money,  of  a  descrip- 
tion of  paper  similar  to  that  which  we  know 
by  the  denomination  of  "  continental  money  f* 
and  of  doing  this  for  the  first  time  since  the 
organization  of  the  Government  nnder  the  con- 
stitution. The  fault  complained  of  connated 
in  a  recommendation,  merely  discretionary  ai^ 
alternative,  to  issue  Treasury  notes  bearing  no 
interesL  and  payable  to  the  bearer,  in  case  Q>e 
public  'editors  should  be  found  willing  to  re- 
ceive such  notes  in  payment  of  their  demands 
against  the  Government,  at  par;  otherwisei 
to  give  the  notes  snch  an  interest  as  wonla 
bring  them  to  par. 

Mr.  W.  said,  as  the  committee,  in  the  bill  they 
had  reported,  had  not  followed  this  reoora- 
mendation  of  the  Secretary,  it  would  be  aeea 
that  no  question  was  depending  before  the 
Senate,  either  in  the  bill  now  nnder  disooaaini, 
or  in  any  other,  which  rendered  this  pmnt 
material ;  but  he  was  sure  his  object  Woold  be 
fully  understood  and  appreciated  in  making  ihis 
correction.  It  was  simply  to  defend  this  pnblie 
oflicer  agunst  a  mistaken  accusation.  It  fras 
not  necessary  for  him  to  defend,  at  iUs  time, 
the  soundness  of  the  recommendation,  bxit  to 
protect  the  Secretary  against  the  charge  of  being 
the  author  of  a  principle  now  supposed  to  be 
so  new  and  so  dangerous.  To  do  this,  it  was 
only  necessaij  for  him  to  read  the  third  section 
of  the  act  of  the  24th  of  February,  1816,  ao- 
thorizing  an  emisnon  of  Treasury  notes,  ia 
which  (Ul  these  dangers  would  be  found  to  be 
embraced,  adopted,  and  made  imperative,  as  a 
part  of  the  laws  of  the  land. 

Mr.  BcoHANiLS  said  he  had  often  admired 
the  dexterity  with  which  the  Senator  fttxa 
Massachusetts  could  extricate  himself  from  a 
difficulty ;  in  which,  however,  be  was  seldom 
involved.  On  snch  occasions  he  always  Bnde 
a  skUftal  retreat  Feeling  the  reject  whiofa  be 
(Mr.  B.')  did  for  his  le«d  knowledge,  be  bad 
receivea,  as  a  matter  of  faith,  his  declarstaon 
that  Treasury  notes  not  bearing  interest  had 
never  been  issued  under  the  present  oonaftitn- 
tion ;  and  when  he  called  np  the  gbost  oS  the 
ancient  Confederation  to  act  as  godfiatfaer  of 
these  Treasury  notes,  Mr.  B.  remained  satisfied 
that  he  had  made  Mmself  fully  acquainted  with 
the  laws  in  relation  to  that  subject  Bat 
scarcely  had  he  taken  his  seat,  when  the  act 
of  1816  lud  the  ghost  which  he  had  coqJQjed 
up ;  and  by  that  it  appeared  tliat  Congreae  bad 
done  the  very  thing  which  he  had  declared  had 
not  been  done  since  the  days  of  the  Oonfedera- 
tion.  Thus  much  was  due  to  tiie  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  Mr.  B.,  however,  rejoieed  that 
the  Committee  on  Finance  had  propoeed  the 
issue  of  no  notes  not  bearing  interest 

In  regard  to  this  bill,  a  pUun  statement  of 
facts  would  be  the  moat  oondnsive  anrnment 
which  could  be  urged  in  its  favor.  He  had 
voted  for  the  deposit  of  June,  18S6 ;  and,  npon 
a  retrospect  of  all  which  had  occurred  since  Hs 
passage,  he  had  found  no  cause  to  repent  of 
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this  vote.  It  was  s  choice  of  evils ;  and  be- 
tween the  alternatives  presented,  he  thought 
he  had  made  the  best  choice.  On  the  one 
side,  after  reserving  five  millions,  nearly  forty 
millions  of  dollars  had  aocmnnlated  in  the 
depodt  banks.  This  vast  amoont  of  money 
wu  used  by  them  to  increase  the  dividends  of 
Ijieir  stockholders,  to  expand  extravagantly  the 
paper  circulation  of  the  oonntry,  and  to  excite 
q)ecQlation  to  the  greatest  excess.  On  the 
other  hand,  stronx  objections  existed  agunst 
making  the  Feder^  Government  an  instrument 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  money,  that  it 
migl;t  he  deposited  with  the  States.  The  pre- 
cedent might  in  many  respects  be  dangerous. 
But  the  money  was  on  hand.  It  had  been  col- 
lated under  existing  laws.  Placed  in  this 
sitoation,  he  thoaght  it  was  more  just,  more 
(K^tic,  more  safe,  to  place  it  in  deposit  with 
tiie  States,  that  it  might  be  used  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people,  than  to  suffer  it  to  remain  with 
the  banks  for  the  benefit  of  their  stockholders, 
md  to  the  injury  of  the  country. 

Bat  does  the  deposit  law,  from  first  to  last, 
contsin  one  sentence — nay,  does  it  contain  one 
iroid— which  resembles  a  gift  or  a  loan  to  the 
States  t  Is  it  not,  in  terms,  a  bare  transfer  of 
th«  depo»ts  from  the  banks  to  the  States? 
Under  its  provisions,  the  faith  of  all  the  States 
)3  pledgea  for  th«  safekeeping  and  repayment 
of  th^  respective  proportions  of  this  money, 
vhenever  they  ghall  be  reqnired  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purp<»e  of  defray- 
ing the  wants  of  the  Treasury.  The  mode  and 
maimer  in  whlcb  he  shall  call  for  it  are  ex- 
pressly prescribed.  Nay,  more ;  the  case  has 
•etnally  occurred-  If  lie  Secretary  had  pur- 
«ned  the  line  of  strict  dutv  under  the  law,  he 
Tonld,  ere  titis,  have  called  on  the  States  for  a 
poitioa  of  the  three  instalments  which  have 
ilieady  been  paid.  He  has  acted  wisely  in  not 
Dikiiig  this  dieuumd  until  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
pees  could  be  known.  The  States  are  not 
DOW  in  a  condition  to  return  immediately  any 
portion  of  what  they  have  already  received. 

Under  these  circomstances,  the  question  is, 
»bether  we  are  bound,  upon  any  principle,  to 
depoat  with  them  the  fonrth  instalment,  when 
the  Secretwy  of  the  Treasury,  the  very  next 
d«7,  midit  demand  a  return  not  only  of  it,  but 
of  tiie  titree  other  instalments,  in  the  manner 
P«seribed  by  the  law. 

^e  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  not 
eoQteoded  that  we  were  bound  by  any  contract 
todepo^  tliis  fonrth  instalment  with  the  States. 
He  had  said,  however,  that  if  an  individual, 
vj  fais  conduct,  had  induced  a  reasonable  ex- 
pMAatioQ  that  he  wonld  loan  money  to  another, 
or  give  money  to  another,  it  might  become  his 
laty  to  borrow  it,  and  pay  interest  for  it,  for 
^er  of  those  purposes.  Mr.  B.  denied  that 
the  eonduot  of  Congress  was  such  as  to  afford 
ffiy  pretext  for  such  an  expectation.  On  the 
ace  of  the  act  there  was  nothing  but  depodt 
*ntteii.  Neither  a  loan  nor  a  gift  appeared 
'^  it.   It  was  a  mere  deposit,  without  inter- 


est, to  be  restored  when  demanded  in  the  man- 
ner prescrilied;  and  not  a  loan  for  a  given 
geriod,  much  less  an  absolute  gift  If  the 
tates,  therefore,  hod  entertains  any  such 
expectation,  it  was  fh>m  other  circumstances, 
and  not  from  the  solemn  contract  into  which 
they  had  entered  with  the  United  States  under 
this  law. 

Mr.  Websteb,  having  obtained  and  examined 
the  act  of  1815,  said :  The  honorable  member 
from  Pennsylvania  has  been  kind  enough  to  say 
that  I  do  not  often  get  into  difficulties  in 
debate,  and  that,  when  I  do,  I  generally  extri- 
cate myself  better  than  I  have  done  on  the 
present  occasion.  He  partakes  in  the  supposed 
triumph  of  his  friend  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
W.,)  in  having  proved  me  incorrect  when  I  said 
that  this  Government  had  never  issued  such 
paper  money  as  the  Secretary  has  now  recom- 
mended. Now,  sir,  although  I  am  pleased  to 
see  the  happiness  which  the  gentleman  enjoys, 
yet  I  believe  I  must  dash  it  a  little.  Most 
assuredly,  sir,  it  authorizes  no  such  paper  as  is 
now  proposed.  I  was  persuaded  it  could  not, 
as  I  have  a  pretty  good  recollection  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  on  such  subjects  at  that 
time. 

The  law  of  1816  authorized  the  issue  of  two 
classes  of  Treasury  notes :  1st.  Such  as  bore 
no  interest,  but  which,  the  very  hour  they  were 
issued,  might  be  funded  in  a  f  per  cent,  stock, 
to  be  redeemed  like  other  stocks  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 2d.  Treasury  notes  bearing  an  interest 
of  five  and  two-fiftlis  per  cent,  capable  of  being 
fWded  in  like  manner,  in  a  6  per  cent  stock. 
These  stocks  were  to  be  issued  on  applicaljon 
by  any  commissioner  of  the  revenue  in  any 
State.  Now,  what  comparison  is  there  between 
either  of  these  classes  of  Treasury  notes  and 
those  recommended  by  the  Secretary,  which 
bear  no  interest^  and  for  which  no  fixed  redemp- 
tion is  provided  f 

I  affirm  again,  therefore,  sir,  all  that  I  have 
said,  namely,  that  the  notes  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  are  regular  paper  issues,  like  the 
old  emissions  of  Congress  and  the  States  before 
the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution ;  and 
that  no  precedent  has  been  found  for  them,  and 
I  am  sure  none  can  be  found,  in  the  practice 
of  this  Government 

Mr.  BuoHAiTAN  said  he  did  not  think  the 
Senator;  with  all  his  ingenuity,  had  got  out  of 
the  difficulty.  Under  the  section  of  the  law 
of  1816,  which  ^e  had  just  read.  Treasury  notes 
were  to  be  issued  without  interest ;  they  were 
to  circulate  as  a  currency  without  interest; 
they  mi|;ht  continue  to  circulate  for  years 
without  mterest.  It  did  not  alter  the  case  that 
the  holder  of  them  above  a  certain  amount  had 
the  privilege  of  finding  them,  and  converting 
them  into  a  stock  bearing  interest.  This  In- 
terest did  not  commence  from  the  date  of  their 
issue,  but  from  the  time  they  were  funded. 
All  the  time  they  remained  in  circulation,  they 
were  Treasury  notes  without  interest.  They 
were  what  tJtie  Senator  from  Massachnsetts  had 
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supposed  never  was  issned  nnder  the  present 
constitation.  Mr.  B.,  however,  agreed  with  the 
Senator  that  at  this  time  no  treasury  notes 
ought  to  be  issned  which  did  not  bear  interest. 

Mr.  CAi.BonN  said  that  he  was  decidedly  of 
the  impression  that,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  this  postponement  ought  to  be 
made.  The  object  of  the  deposit  law  was  to 
draw  the  revenue  out  of  the  grasp  of  the  Gov- 
wnment,  and  to  restore  it  to  those  to  whom  it 
onght  to  be  restored.  And  now,  when  there 
was  no  sarplos,  it  was  not  contrary  to  the  pur- 
pose of  that  law  to  withhold  it.  But  the  re- 
sponsibility of  doing  so  would  rest  on  gentle- 
men of  the  administration  and  those  of  the 
oppoMtion  who  made  last  year  the  extravagant 
appropriations  of  thirty-two  millions,  exceeding 
ue  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.- 
They  were  then  told  of  the  folly  of  raising  the 
revenue,  and  of  raising  the  disbursements.  The 
result  now  was,  that  the  Government  was  bank- 
rupt. Were  they  never  to  look  ahead,  and  see 
the  difScnlties  that  threatened  them ! 

Another  era  had  now  arisen.  They  had  got 
through  with  the  surplus,  and  Mr.  0.  trusted 
they  were  through  with  the  extravagant  appro- 
priations. If  they  did  not  economize  and  re- 
trench, he  saw  a  new  age  commencing — ^perhaps 
that  or  Treasury  notes — when  the  compromise 
act  would  be  annulled,  and  the  high  tariff  re- 
vived. But  Mr.  O.  would  agree  that  the  fourth 
deposit  sboold  be  withheld,  since  that  law  had 
fujSUed  its  main  purpose,  and  since  a  new  series 
of  extravagances  was  now  to  arise  unless  they 
kept  a  good  lookout. 

Mr.  W  ALKER  moved  an  adjournment ;  when, 
a  division  being  called  for,  iht  Senate  refused 
to  adjovm. 

Mr.  BcoHAKAK  theu  rose  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, if  in  order ;  the  object  of  which  was  to 
take  off  frova.  the  Secretary  the  responsibility 
of  calling  upon  the  States,  and  to  repose  this 
responsibility  where  he  (Mr.  B.)  thought  it 
should  be — ^namely,  in  Congress.  For  this 
purpose  he  proposed  to  insert  "provided  the 
three  first  instalments  already  paid  do  remain 
on  deposit  until  further  directea  by  Congress." 

Mr.  NiLKS  said  he  must  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment,  and  was  sorry  it  had 
been  offered.  If  it  was  to  be  fully  considered, 
it  would  renew  the  debate  on  the  deposit  act, 
as  it  went  to  change  the  essential  principles 
and  terms  of  that  act.  A  mt^ority  of  those 
who  voted  for  that  act,  about  which  there  had 
been  so  much  said  and  so  muoB  misrepresenta- 
tion, had  professed  to  r^ard  it — and  be  could 
not  doubt  that  at  the  time  they  did  so  regard  it 
^■as  simply  a  deposit  law ;  as  merely  changing 
the  place  of  deposit  from  the  banks  to  the 
Stat^  so  far  as  related  to  the  surplus.  The 
money  was  still  to  be  in  the  Treasury,  and  lia- 
ble to  be  drawn  out  with  certain  limitations 
and  restrictions,  by  tne  ordinary  appropriation 
laws,  without  the  direct  action  of  Congress. 
The  amendment^  if  adopted,  will  change  the 
principles  of  Uie  deposit  act,  and  the  condition 


of  the  money  deposited  with  the  States  nnda 
it.  It  will  no  longer  be  a  deposit;  it  viSiiot 
be  in  the  Treasury,  even  in  point  of  legal  dect 
or  form :  the  deposit  will  be  changed  to  a  loso, 
or,  perh^s  more  properly,  a  grant  to  tie 
States.  The  rights  of  the  United  SUtes  iril 
be  changed  to  a  mere  daim,  like  that  agamst 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States;  audi 
clfdm  without  any  means  to  enforce  it  f  e 
were  charged,  at  the  time,  of  making  a  distri- 
bution of  the  public  revenue  to  the  States,  in 
the  disguise  and  form  of  a  deposit ;  and  this 
amendment,  it  appeared  to  him,  would  be  i 
very  bold  step  towards  confirming  the  ttntb  of 
that  charge.  He  deemed  the  ameDdment  an 
important  one,  and  highly  objectionable;  bat 
he  saw  that  the  Senate  were  prepared  to  adopt 
it,  and  he  would  not  pursue  the  discnsaon,  bit 
content  hhaoself  with  repeating  his  reqnest  for 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question. 

Mr.  BtJOUANAH  said  he  had  not  imagined  tlm 
amendment  would  meet  with  opposition.  He 
wished  to  know  if  it  was  right  ana  proper  thit 
the  Secretary  should  be  made  responsible  for 
not  calling  upon  the  States  for  this  money,  as  the 
law  required  him  to  do  ?  The  condition  of  tie 
States  was  such  that  the  Secretary  cannot  mate 
such  can  upon  them.  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  there- 
fore desirous  to  relieve  him  from  this  embaij 
rassment.  The  substituting  Congress  instad 
of  the  Secretary  would  not,  Mr.  B.  thonght, 
make  any  change  in  the  nature  of  the  fund. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  fully  concurred  in  the 
proposed  amendment.  It  was  due  to  the  States 
m  their  sovereign  capacity  not  to  subject  them- 
selvea  to  be  called  upon  for  the  money  by  any 
otiier  authority  than  CongrMS. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Buohasas  ;  and  the  jeis 
and  nays  behdg  called  for,  were  as  follows: 

TiAS.— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Black,  Bro»J* 
chuian,  CWhoun,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  /"w^ 
Grundy,  Kent,  King  of  Alabuna,  King  of  Gmjp^ 
Knirfit,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Niobolas,  Nonell,  rra- 
ton.  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  ,o<^f^ 
Southard,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Wall,  WebeW, 
White,  Williams,  Young— 88.  ,  ^       _ . 

Nats.— Messrs.  Benton,  CUy  of  ■AJ«b>?^."°i 
bard,  Niles,  Fierce,  Bives,  Eoane,  Buggies,  SbiiUi« 
Connectiout,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wright— It 

Fbidat,  September  18. 
Fourth  Imtalmmt. 
The  bill  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  wyn^ 
of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposit  bUi,™ 
read  a  third  time ;  and  the  question  being  np" 

'   iS^F^TON,  of  South  Carolina,  Mid- My 
opinion  decidedly  is,  that  the  eot^ff^  L 
not  arrived  for  Cwigress  to  encroach  up«i » 
fund  set  aside  for  deposit  with  tne  bti^. 
I  farther  am  of  opinion  that,  even  if  it  M«  »" 
arrived,  yet  this  is  not  tiie  course  by  iffiwn  . 
shall  best  consult  the  interests  of  theftwn"* 
in  attempting  to  bring  relief  to  the  iwasur;. 
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Let  us  ^i^e^  consider  the  history  of  the 
dq[>oeit  act.  Tnat  act  was  passed  contempo- 
naeoadj  with  other  acts  of  moiit  prodigal 
ezpenditore.  We  had  a  soplos  which  we  knew 
not  how  to  dispose  of.  To  expend — to  get  rid 
of  onr  orerflowing  fonds — was  then  the  order 
of  the  day.  We  were  in  the  taH  tide  of  an 
inoaqticions  prosperitT-,  and  the  departments 
were  stitnDlated  and  goaded  on  to  find  ont  how 
mnch  they  coold  spend,  while  the  minority  in 
Congress  seemed  to  be  employed  in  finding  out 
how  mnch  they  could  give.  The  departments 
a^ed  for  twenty  millions ;  and  Congress,  eager 
to  get  rid  of  the  snrplns,  outstripped  even  their 
extravagant  demands,  and  gave  them  thirty 
minions.  Then  it  was,  sir,  that  this  deposit 
bin  was  originated.  It  went  hand  in  hand  with 
IhHs  of  the  most  extravagant  and  prodigal  ex- 
penditure. 

Kow,  sir,  under  these  circumstances,  when 
ve  give  so  prodigally  to  the  departments,  at 
» tune  of  high  prices,  it  is  well  worth  our  while 
to  inqaire  whether  the  time  has  not  arrived  to 
lop  off  and  curtail  from  our  expenditure,  rather 
ttian  to  withhold  this  instalment  from  the 
States.  I  am  of  opinion  we  might  save  the 
aine  millions  of  this  instalment  by  curtailing 
ti»  extravagant  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ments, and  so  pay  the  instalment — not  by  dis- 
tressing the  States  in  withholding  it,  but  by 
iotroducing  a  wholesome  measure  of  retrench- 
ment in  the  expenditure  of  Government. 

T%is,  sir,  is  the  ground  I  take :  namely,  that 
Vtiroold  be  far  better  to  onrtail  our  expenditore 
tliut  to  stop  the  payment  of  tliis  instalment. 

Again,  I  would  ask,  does  the  proposition  con- 
tained in  this  bill  go  to  relieve  in  any  manner 
tbe  pr^sore  upon  the  people?    Not  in  the 
bstu  sir.     Neither  will  the  Government  place 
itseJf  in  funds  by  the  operation  of  this  law. 
Ihe  banks  have  laid  violent  hands  on  the  de- 
poaitB  ;    tbey  will  pay  them  no  longer  in  the 
otedltun  they  were  expected  to  pay  them  in. 
Of  what  use,  then,  will  this  bill  be  to  Govern- 
ment t     The  money  is  locked  up  in  the  banks ; 
ind   the  wildest  enthusiast  in  favor  of  this 
Kteasare  would  not  go  so  fcir  as  to  say  that  by 
the  mere  fiat  of  this  body  a  bill  such  as  this  is 
|mng  to  fill  the  country  with  gold  and  silver. 
We  have  not  got  the  magician's  wand,  by  one 
toach  of  which  we  can  make  the  gold  come 
fortli  from  its  hiding  places.    We  may  call, 
indeed,  by  onr  enactments,  the  spirits  from  the 
vasty  deep ;  but  will  they  come  when  we  do 
HO  them  I    Will  money  be  obtained  for  the 
Government  when  you  pass  this  law!    No, 
rt;  we  all  know  that  this  bill  will  bring  no 
money  into  the  Treasury. 

It  would  be  better,  therefore,  under  such  cir- 
eomstanoes,  to  let  the  law  go  on,  and  let  the 
s  States  receive  the  whole  of  the  deposit.  The 
States,  sir,  are  willing  to  take  the  instalment  in 
the  only  medium  in  which  the  State  institutions 
sre  able  to  pay  it  They  are  not  going,  at  this 
crisa,  to  clamor  for  a  hard-money  currency. 
They  will  be  Bstisfied  with  receiving  the  State 


currency — their  own  domestic  currency.  But 
the  President  says  "  no  ; "  and  by  passing  this 
bill,  according  to  his  recommendation,  vou  will 
not  let  them  receive  a  currency  which  they 
are  willing  to  receive.  The  amount  of  the 
instalment  now  in  the  banks  would  be  useful, 
in  that  currency,  to  them,  for  they  would  gladly 
receive  it ;  but  it  will  be  of  no  use  whatever 
to  the  Government,  for  the  Government  will 
not  receive  it.  Then,  sir,  if  I  may  use  a  homely 
similitude,  by  such  an  enactment  as  this  you 
act  the  part  of  the  dog  in  the  manger — you 
will  not  take  the  money  of  the  States  your- 
selves, and  you  will  not  let  them  have  it,  though 
they  wish  to  receive  it.  Is  this  a  noble,  or 
even  a  politic  proceeding  f  Is  this  your  reform- 
ing the  currency  t  la  this  dding  and  relieving 
the  embarrassments  of  the  people,  to  stamp  a 
bad  name  upon  their  currency,  to  refuse  to 
receive  it  yourselves,  to  pass  laws  fixing  a  stig- 
ma upon  it,  and  then  to  forbid  others  to  re- 
ceive it ! 

Again,  sir :  there  is  another  view  whic^  I 
think  ought  to  be  taken  of  this  subject ;  and, 
had  it  received  its  due  consideration,  such  a 
measure  as  this  could  snrely  never  have  been 
proposed.  In  fiiteen  days  from  now,  this  in- 
stalment^ will  be  due  to  the  States.  They  have 
already  made  their  disposition  of  the  money. 
It  has  been  disposed  of  in  various  contracts, 
and  been  directed  to  various  great  and  useful 
purposes;  and  now,  suddenly,  at  this  short 
notice,  the  expected  sum — the  sum  which  the 
law  had  pledged  to  them — is,  by  another  law, 
to  be  withheld.  But,  by  the  terms  of  the 
deposit  law,  a  specific  time  was  fixed  upon  and 
accorded  to  the  States,  in  which  the  States 
were  to  have  notice  of  any  demand  to  be  mode 
upon  them  for  the  sum  deposited.  By  the  law, 
therefore,  they  are  entitled  to  a  notipe  before 
this  fourth  instalment  can  be  withdrawn  from 
them — for  they  have  already  expended  it ;  and 
this  bill  to  withhold  it  is  equivalent  in  its  action 
to  taking  back  the  money  from  them,  without 
the  notice  which  the  law  provided  for. 

Mr.  Ceittbndrn,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  fully 
concurred  in  the  views  just  expressed  by  the 

fentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pekston.) 
n  the  State  which  he  came  from,  he  said,  the 
general  opinion  was  that  retrenchment  was 
wanting,  and  ought  to  be  exercised  in  the 
several  departments  of  the  Government.  The 
provision  to  which  they  were  becoming  habitu- 
ated it  was  time  should  be  checked,  and  he  (Mr, 
0.)  agreed  with  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Peestoit,)  that  now  was  the 
time,  if  ever,  to  put  in  force  such  a  necessary 
retrenchment.  He  (Mr.  C.)  could  not  well  un- 
derstand the  reason  why  any  other  course  should 
be  resorted  to ;  for  it  clearly  appeared  to  him 
that,  by  proper  retrenchment  in  the  expenditures 
of  Government,  enough,  and  more  than  enough, 
might  be  curtailed  from  its  superfluous  disburse- 
ments to  make  up  the  amount  which  the  pay- 
ment of  this  instalment  would  require. 
Mr.  Bbown  said :   In  addition  to  the  arga- 
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ments  which  had  already  been  urged,  and  -which 
to  his  mind  were  conclusive,  in  favor  of  with- 
holding the  fourth  instalment  payable  to  the 
eoveral  States  on  the  1st  of  October,  under  the 
deposit  act,  another  argument,  entitled  to  still 
more  weighty  consideration,  had  decided  his 
mind  in  favor  of  that  course.  If  we  refuse  to 
pass  the  bill  having  that  object  in  view,  the 
obligation  will  unavoidably  devolve  on  Con- 
gress to  provide  the  means  to  meet  the  payment 
of  the  instalment  which  will  otherwise  become 
due  to  the  States,  the  available  means  of  the 
Treasury  being  inadequate  for  that  purpose. 
Now  he  (Mr.  B.)  could  not  see  in  any  part  of 
the  constitntion  the  power  to  raise  money,  and, 
of  necessity,  the  power  to  tax  our  constituents 
to  pay  the  money  thus  raised,  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  depositing  it  in  the  treasuries  of 
the  several  States.  The  power  to  raise  money 
was  limited  to  the  objects  and  duties  with  which 
the  General  Government  was  charged  by  the  con- 
stitution ;  and  in  no  part  of  that  instrument  was 
the  power  to  be  found,  either  by  express  grant  or 
implication,  to  raise  it  for  any  such  purpose.  It 
could  not  be  pretended  that  to  raise  money  for 
such  purpose  was  to  carry  into  eflfect  any  power 
belonging  to  the  General  Government.  To  his 
mind,  therefore,  it  was  a  palpable  violation  of  the 
constitntion  to  ezercitie  such  power,  which  they 
unquestionably  would  have  to  do,  in  providing 
the  means  to  meet  the  remaining  instalment, 
if  its  payment  shonld  not  be  postponed.  He 
drew  a  distinction  between  the  power  of  Oon- 
greaa  to  anthorize  the  deposit  of  a  surplus  in 
the  State  treasuries  which  already  existed,  and 
the  power  to  raise  money  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  thus  depositing  it.  It  was  in  that  point 
of  view  that  he  deemed  the  deposit  act  of  last 
year  Justifiable ;  that  act  had,  in  the  course  of 
Its  execution,  exhausted  the  surplus,  which  was 
the  true  object  Congress  had  in  view  in  passing 
it ;  and,  having  fulfilled  its  great  end,  iie  was 
of  opinion  its  farther  operation  should  now 
cease.  He  thought  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Pbkbton)  would  have  much 
difBonlty  in  reconciling  the  vote  which  he  had 
announced  his  intention  to  give  on  this  question, 
with  the  doctrines  of  a  strict  construction  of 
the  constitution,  of  which  he  had  heretofore 
profewed  himself  a  zealous  advocate.  He  called 
on  that  gentleman  to  show  what  constitutional 
authority  Congress  had  to  pass  a  law  raising 
money,  not  in  execution  of  any  of  its  conceded 

Sowers,  bnt  for  the  avowed  pnrpose  of  being 
eposited  with  the  States. 
Besides  the  constitutional  objection  to  raising 
money  for  the  purpose  of  depositing  It  with 
the  States,  the  unavoidable  consequence  of  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  remaining  instal- 
ment to  them  would  be  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  new  national  debt ;  than  which  nothing, 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  more  preposterous, 
when  resorted  to  for  the  unauthorized  pnrpose 
of  dividing  money  among  the  States.  lie 
would  in  no  event  vote  for  any  measure  leading 
to  the  creation  of  a  national  debt,  unless  it 


could  be  made  to  appear  indi8pensal>Ie  to  aid 
the  Government  in  the  performance  of  its 
legitimate  functions. 

Mr.  VfAixsR  said :  Disguise  it  as  we  may,  the 
refusal  to  pass  this  bill  is  a  determinatioii  on 
our  part  to  borrow  more  than  nine  millions  of 
dollars  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  deposited  for  safekeeping  with  the  States  of 
this  Union.  The  constitution  authorizes  as  to 
borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States — ^bnt  for  what  object?  Cleariy  for  no 
other  than  to  carry  into  efiect  the  powers  dele- 
gated by  the  constitution.  But  that  this  Gov- 
ernment could  borrow  millions,  without  limita- 
tion as  to  the  amount,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
positing it  with,  or  distributing  it  among,  the 
States,  was  to  clothe  this  Government  wiUi  the 
most  alarming  and  despotic  powers.  If  this 
Government  can  make  such  a  loan  for  soch  a 
purpose,  the  taxing  power  is  unlimited ;  for  by 
taxes  only  can  it  raise  the  money  to  reftmd 
what  it  has  borrowed.  Mr.  W.  said  he  was 
one  of  a  small  minority  of  six  in  the  Senate 
who  had  voted  against  this  deposit  bilL  He 
had  then  predicted  the  disastrous  oonseqnenoet 
that  he  thought  would  follow  from  the  passags 
of  this  bill ;  and  his  worst  fears  would  be  res- 
ized, if  now,  when  there  was  a  defidt  in  the 
Treasury,  when  many  of  the  public  creditors  had 
to  be  p<ud  in  protested  drafts  on  brokoi  banks,  a 
surplus  was  created  by  loans,  for  the  poipote 
of  oistributin^  among  the  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  well  knew  the  Toraeioiis 
character  of  the  surplus  spirit;  that  it  was 
ready  to  keep  up  the  tarifl|  to  keep  up  tli«  prie* 
of  the  public  lands,  and  to  refuse  all  relief  to  the 
settlers  of  the  West,  for  the  pnrpose  of  creat- 
ing a  surplus  for  distribution;  bnt  he  could 
scarcely  have  believed  that  now,  when  we  must 
in  any  event  replenish,  by  loans,  an  exhausted 
Treasury,  new  loans  would  be  asked  for  to  the 
amount  of  nine  millions  for  distribution — loans 
to  be  refonded,  if  not  from  the  lands  of  the 
West,  from  the  tariff;  by  which  Missisfflppi, 
now  nearly  the  greatest  exporting  State  of  this 
Union,  will  receive  but  abont  one-fourth  as 
much  as  she  will  be  compelled  to  refund  by  the 
operation  of  the  tariff— reducing  the  price  of 
her  great  staple,  to  enrich  the  incorporated 
monopolists  of  other  sections  of  the  Unkn. 
Mr.  W.  said  he  must  be  blind  indeed,  who  £d 
not  perceive  that  to  raise,  by  loans,  nine  mil- 
lions for  deposit  with  the  States,  is,  to  the  extent 
of  nine  millions,  to  render  it  necessary  to  aug- 
ment the  tariff.  It  is  true,  we  talk  of  getting 
back  this  money  from  the  States;  whilst  a 
minority  of  the  Senate — as  be  (Mr.  W.)  tboogbt 
most  unwisely — ^have  just  taken  from  the  Sea«- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  the  authority  which  he 
possessed,  under  the  deposit  act,  to  call  npcn 
the  States  to  refund  any  portion  of  the  money 
already  deposited.  And  now  he  (Mr.  W.)  pre- 
dicted that  Consrees  never  would  make  any 
requisition  upon  the  States  for  this  money,  but 
that,  when  it  was  wanted,  the  South  would  b« 
compelled  to  raise  it  thnwgh  Om  operati<m  ct 
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the  tvifil  Could  any  man  donbt  this  restdt, 
wheo  so  I)oId  an  effort  was  now  made  to  induce 
the  Government  to  borrow  money  to  pay  the 
list  inatahnent  to  the  States ! 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Yiis. — Meesrs.  Allen,  Baiton,  Blade,  Brown,  Ba- 
dmiu,  Ctlhoim,  Clay  ol  Alahama,  Fulton,  Onindy, 
Hnbbaid,  King  of  Alyhwma,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
McKetn,  Mortis,  Niles,  Pierce,  Rives,  Boane,  Bobin- 
aon,  Bngries,  Sevier,  &nith  o(  Gonnectfcut,  Strange, 
Wilkerrwall,  Willisma,  Wright— 28. 

Kats.— Messrs.  Bayard,  CUy  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Critteoden,  Kent,  Knight,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Proton,  Bobbms,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift, 
Ulmadge,  Webster,  White,  Toung— 17. 

So  the  bin  was  passed,  and  seat  to  the  Hooae 
of  Bepreeentatives. 

Treatury  Nhtet. 

The  bin  anthorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury 
Botes  was  talcen.  up  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Wrisbt  moved  to  fill  up  the  first  blank 
in  the  bill  with  the  word  "  ten,"  thereby  mak- 
ing the  amount  of  notes  to  be  issned  ten  mil- 
Ikms  of  dollars. 

Kr.  W.  Bud  that  it  had  not  been  possible  for 
the  committee  to  know  the  amount  of  the  notes 
necessary  until  a«tion  had  been  had  on  the  bill 
to  ^tpone  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States ; 
which  bill  having  now  passed  the  Senate,  he 
was  able  to  fill  up  the  blank.  He  had  had  an  in- 
terview OB  the  subject  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tr^sory,  and  he  had  learned  from  that  ofiScer 
that,  on  the  supposition  that  no  more  extension 
vodd  be  granted  than  was  proposed  by  the 
bin  for  extending  the  duty  bonds,  he  had 
thonght  the  sum  of  eight  millions  would  be 
soffioent  This  was,  however,  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  BaJik  of  the  United  States  would 
pty  io  October  the  instalment  then  due  to  the 
Govemmeut  by  that  institntion.  But  it  was 
nnderatood  by  the  Secretary  and  the  committee 
tkt  this  would  not  be  done,  that  bank  having 
bought  up  Treasury  drafts  issued  in  July  for 
the  payment  of  tbe  third  instalment  to  the 
States,  and  intending  to  give  in  those  drafts  in 
psjment  of  the  instalment  then  due  from  the 
bink.  This  being  the  case,  the  Secretary 
would  require  that  the  blank  be  filled  up  wiUi 
nise  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
•od  therefore,  on  this  calculation,  the  committee 
bad  instrooted  him  (Mr.  W.)  to  move  for  ten 
""'^liffiiH 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  was  very  desirous 
of  obtaining  more  full  information  relatang  to 
one  point ;  and  that  was,  that  as  a  bill  had 
■ow  passed  the  Senate  for  arresting  the  payment 
of  the  fourth  instahnent  to  the  States,  and  since 
the  fund  intended  for  the  use  of  the  States  was 
low  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  Government, 
if  it  was  intended  to  employ  the  funds  in  the 
binks  before  being  reduced  in  some  way  or 
pQier  to  a  specie  oasis,  whether  Government 
intoided  by  laws  passed,  or  to  be  passed— snob, 


for  example,  as  a  bankrupt  law— 4o  force  the 
oonverrion  of  the  funds  now  in  the  banks  into 
metal,  and  then  throw  the  sum  thus  obtained 
from  the  banks  into  the  Treasury,  there  to  lie 
without  being  used  ?  Ilis  inquiry  was  not,  he 
thought,  useless,  since  it  must  be  evident  tiiat 
the  amount  of  the  blank  must  depend  upon  the 
availability  of  the  ftmds  in  the  bai^s. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  said  it  had  been  ascertained,  and 
was  so  stated  in  the  Secretary's  report,  that  dl 
the  money  in  the  banks  subject  to  draft  on  the 
28th  of  August  last  amounted  only  to  eight 
million  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  tbousand 
dollars.  Out  of  that  sum  the  expenses  for  the 
month  of  September  were  to  l>e  taken,  which 
would  leave  the  sum  reduced  to  about  two 
millions  and  a  half  by  the  Ist  of  October. 
But,  if  the  outstanding  drafts  should  oome  in 
on  uie  Treasury,  (many  of  them  being  protest- 
ed,) in  that  case  the  aviulable  amount  would 
still  be  diminished,  and  the  Treasury  would  be 
in  want  of  means.  There  were,  therefore,  no 
ready  means  without  the  assistance  of  Con- 
gress. In  all  the  Atlantic  coast,  the  money  In 
the  banks  had  for  the  most  part  been  with- 
drawn, (only  a  small  sum  subject  to  drafts  being 
with  them — say  less  than  a  million^  and  cred- 
itors were  not  willing  to  receive  drafts  upon 
the  South-western  banks,  where  now  almost  all 
the  fimds  in  deposit  with  banks  were  placed. ' 

Such  being  the  case,  and  such  the  amount 
of  unavailable  money,  the  object  of  issuing 
Treasury  notes  was  to  anticipate  the  funds  in 
deposit  with  the  banks  until  Congress  should 
say  how  those  funds  were  to  be  made  available. 
The  Committee  on  Finance  had  reported  a  bill 
giving  to  thoee  banks  intervals  of  two,  five,  and 
eight  months  in  which  to  pay  the  sums  due ; 
dividing  the  balance  in  their  hands  into  three 
instalments.  Again :  the  extension  granted 
already,  and  proposed  still  to  be  granted,  on 
bonds,  would  diminish  the  means  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  fh>m  all  which  considerations,  the  issue 
of  these  notes  was  rendered  necessary  to  meet 
the  current  expenses. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  professed  himself 
greaty  obliged  by  the  valuable  information 
communicated  by  the  honorable  Senator,  (Mr. 
Wbioht;)  but  he  still  felt  that  the  inquiry 
which  l:ie  had  wished  to  make  was  not  yet 
answered.  He  meant  to  inquire  if  the  money 
in  the  banks  was  to  be  used  as  bank  notes,  or 
if  the  banks  were  to  be  compelled  to  pay  them 
in  specie ;  and  then,  if  these  funds  were  to  be 
left  idle? 

Mr.  Wbioht,  in  reply,  said  they  would  not 
be  used  as  t>ank-notes  unless  the  law  shonU 
authorize  them  so  to  be  used. 

Mr.  Clat  :  Then  it  comes  to  this :  we  have 
passed  a  bill  to  take  Amds  out  of  the  hands  of 
those  who  would  have  been  glad  to  use  them, 
to  put  them  into  the  hands  of  otJhers  who  refbse 
to  acknowledge  and  make  use  of  them.  The 
States  would  have  been  glad  to  reoeive  this 
money  in  the  shape  of  bank-notes,  and  we 
Lave  taken  it  fixHnukem.    Again:  QoTomment 
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reftises  to  call  them  fimda  in  thst  shape ;  and 
to  GoTemment  we  have  now  made  them  over 
by  the  bill  jast  passed  I  And  as  Gtovemment, 
thongh  it  receives  thoee  funds,  and  prevents 
their  being  paid  to  the  States,  will  not  acknowl- 
edge them  as  fonds,  there  is  a  deficiency  exist- 
ing ;  and  this  defidenoy  is  to  be  supplied  by 
issning  Treasory  notes,  in  order  that  Oovem- 
ment  may  be  able  to  get  along.  That  is  to 
say,  Oovemment  will  not  receive  the  pa]>er  of 
the  oonntry,  and  is  about  to  create  a  paper  of 
its  own,  which  the  country  is  expected  to  re- 
ceive I  And  thus,  all  the  promises  which  have 
been  made  to  ns  of  the  flowing  of  gold  and 
silver  all  over  the  comitry' — these  promises  of  a 
better  currency  result  in  the  issue  of  ten  mil- 
lions of  paper  money  I 


MoNDAT,  September  18. 

Mr.  BiTxs  gave  notice  that  he  should  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  designating 
the  funds  to  be  received  by  Government  in 
paymoit  of  public  dues. 

Mr.  B.  observed,  that  he  had,  on  a  former 
day,  intimated  his  intention  of  proposing  a  bill 
of  tbia  description  himself,  in  the  event  that 
no  i^ilar  bill  should  be  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  He  viewed  the  neglect  of 
tBis  highly  important  subject  likely  to  be  of 
such  serious  consequence  to  the  community  at 
large,  that  he  felt  himself  bound  to  act  on  the 
occasion  by  bringing  in  a  bill  calculated  to  do 
justice  to  the  people  in  this  particular. 

Treaturf/  Notes. 

The  bill  for  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  hav- 
ing been  postponed  to  this  day,  in  order  to  give 
Mr.  Oaimotss  an  opportunily  of  preparing  an 
amendment,  and  or  offering  his  sentiments 
generally  upon  the  subject,  was  now  resumed 
by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  OusLoxrs,  after  a  general  view  of  the 
state  of  the  country  and  of  the  causes  which 
produced  the  distress,  and  of  a  national  bank 
and  local  banks,-  as  ftunishers  of  currency,  went 
on  to  say : 

In  supporting  tiie  bank  of  1816,  I  openly 
declared  that,  as  a  question  da  now,  I  would  be 
decidedly  agauist  the  bank,  and  would  be  the 
last  to  give  it  my  support.  I  also  stated  that, 
in  supporting  the  bank  then,  I  yielded  to  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  growing  out  of  the  then 
existing  and  long-established  connection  be- 
tween tiie  Government  and  the  banking  system. 
I  took  the  ground,  even  at  that  early  period, 
that  so  long  as  the  connection  existed,  so  long 
as  the  Government  received  and  paid  away 
bank-notes  as  money,  they  were  bound  to  regu- 
late their  value,  and  had  no  alternative  but  Uie 
establishment  of  a  national  bank. 

I  found  the  connection  in  existence  and 
established  before  mv  tdme^  and  over  which  I 
could  have  no  control.  I  yielded  to  the  neces- 
rity,  in  order  to  correct  the  disordered  state  of 
the  ouirenoy,  which  had  fallen  exdosiTely  un- 


der the  control  of  the  States.  I  yielded  to 
what  I  could  not  reverse.  Just  as  any  member 
of  the  Senate  now  would,  who  might  beherc 
that  Louisiana  was  uncontrtitntionally  adnutted 
into  the  Union,  but  who  would,  nevertbelea, 
feel  compelled  to  vote  to  extend  the  laws  to 
that  State,  as  one  ci  its  meml)er8,  on  the  groand 
that  its  admission  was  an  act,  whether  eonsti- 
tntional  or  unconstitutional,  which  be  could 
not  reverse. 

In  1884  I  acted  in  conformity  to  the  ssme 
principle,  in  proposing  the  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter  for  a  short  period.  My  object,  as  ex- 
pressly avowed,  was  to  use  the  bank  to  bresk 
the  connection  between  the  Government  and 
the  banking  system  gradually,  in  order  to  aT«t 
the  catastrophe  which  has  now  befaDoi  us,  aod 
which  I  then  clearly  perceived.  But  the  con- 
nection, which  I  believed  to  be  irreversible  in 
1816,  has  now  been  broken  by  operation  of  law. 
It  is  now  an  open  question.  I  fed  mysdf  free, 
for  the  first  time,  to  choose  my  course  on  this 
important  subject ;  and,  in  opposing  a  bank,  I 
act  in  conformity  to  principles  which  I  have 
entertained  ever  since!  have  ftilly  investigated 
the  subject. 

Bat  my  opposition  to  a  reuiuon  with  tbs 
banks  is  not  confined  to  objections  Unuted  to  s 
national  or  State  banks.  It  goes  beyoiid,  and 
comprehends  others  of  a  more  general  natnr^ 
relating  to  the  currency,  which  to  me  are  de- 
cisive. I  am  of  the  impression  that  the  con- 
nection has  a  most  pernicious  infiuenoe  over 
bank  currency ;  that  it  tends  to  disturb  thst 
stability  and  uniformity  of  value  which  is  es- 
sential to  a  sonnd  currency :  and  is  among  tbe 
leading  causes  of  that  tendency  to  ezpanaoa 
and  contraction,  which  experienoe  has  shovn 
is  incident  to  bank-notes  as  a  currency.  Tb^ 
are,  in  my  opinion,  at  best,  withont  the  leqni- 
site  qualities  to  constitute  a  currency,  even 
when  unconnected  with  the  Government ;  and 
are  doubly  disqualified  by  reason  of  that  ood- 
nection,  which  subjects  them  to  sudden  expan- 
sions and  contractions,  and  exposes  than  to 
fatal  catastrophes,  such  as  the  present 

I  will  explain  my  views.  A  "bank-note  at- 
culates  not  merely  on  account  of  the  credit  of 
the  institution  by  which  it  is  issued,  but  becaiae 
Government  receives  it  like  gold  and  silver  in 
all  its  dues,  and  thus  adds  its  own  credit  to  that 
of  the  bank.  It,  in  fact,  virtually  endiwses  on 
the  note  of  every  specie-paying  bank,  "  receir- 
able  by  the  Government  in  its  dues."  To  un- 
derstand how  greatly-  this  adds  to  the  eircnia- 
tion  of  bank-notes,  we  must  remember  that 
Government  is  the  great  money-dealer  of  the 
country,  and  the  holder  of  immense  pnblio 
domains ;  and  that  it  has  the  power  of  creating 
a  demand  against  every  citizen,  as  high  as  it 
pleases,  in  the  shape  of  a  tax,  or  duty,  which 
can  be  discharged,  as  the  law  now  is,  only  by 
bank-notes  or  gold  and  silver.  This,  of  course, 
cannot  but  add  greatiy  to  the  credit  of  bank- 
notes, and  contribute  much  to  their  circulation, 
though  it  may  be  difficult  to  determine,  with 
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any  precisiA,  to  irhat  extent  It  certainlr  is 
Terf  great.  For  why  is  it  that  an  individa^  of 
the  first  credit,  whose  responsibility  is  so  in- 
di^ntsble  that  his  ttieai  of  eqnal  credit  en- 
dorses his  note  for  nothing,  shotild  put  his  name 
with  his  friend's,  being  their  joint  credit,  into  a 
bank,  and  take  out  the  notes  of  the  bank, 
which  is,  in  fact,  bnt  the  credit  of  the  bank 
itself,  and  pay  six  per  cent,  discount  between 
the  credit  of  himself  and  his  flriend  and  that  of 
the  bank  !  The  known  and  established  credit 
of  the  bank  may  be  one  reason,  bnt  there  is 
another  and  powerfnl  one :  the  Government 
treats  the  credit  of  the  bank  as  gold  and  silver 
in  all  its  transactions,  and  does  not  treat  the 
eredit  of  individnals  in  the  same  manner.  To 
test  the  truth :  let  as  reverse  the  case,  and 
suppose  the  Government  to  treat  the  joint  cre- 
dit of  the  individnals  as  money,  and  not  the 
cre^  of  the  bank ;  and  is  it  not  obvions  that, 
instead  of  borrowing  from  the  bank,  and  pay- 
ing six  per  cent,  discount,  the  bank  would  be 
dad  to  borrow  from  them  mi  the  same  terms? 
S^rom  this  we  may  perceive  the  powerful  in- 
fluence which  bank  circulation  derives  from 
the  connection  with  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

It  follows,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that 
to  the  extent  of  this  influence  the  issues  of  the 
banks  expand  and  contract  with  the  expansion 
and  contraction  of  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  with  the  increase  of  its  duties,  taxes, 
income,  and  expenditure ;  with  the  deposits  in 
its  vaults,  acting  as  additional  capital,  and  the 
•mount  ot  bank-not«e  withdrawn,  in  conse- 
quence, from  cireoIatioD;  all  of  which  must 
directly  affect  the  amount  of  their  business  and 
iasaes,  and  bank  currency,  and  must,  of  course, 
partite  of  all  those  vibrations  to  which  the  fis- 
cd  action  of  the  Government  is  necessarily  ex- 
posed ;  and,  when  great  and  sudden,  must  ex- 
pose the  system  to  K^tastrophee  snch  as  we  now 
witness.  In  fact,  a  more  suitable  instance  can-* 
sot  be  selected  to  illustrate  the  tmth  of  what 
I  assert  than  the  present,  as  I  shall  proceed  to 
show. 

To  understand  the  causes  which  have  led  to 
the  present  state  of  things,  we  must  go  back  to 
the  year  1824,  when  the  tariff  system  triumph- 
ed in  Ocngrees — a  system  which  imposed  duties 
not  for  ibe  purpose  of  revenue,  but  to  en- 
courage the  mdnatry  of  one  portion  of  the 
Union  at  the  expense  of  the  other.  This  was 
Mlowed  up  by  tne  act  of  1828,  which  consum- 
mated the  system.  It  raised  the  duties  so  ex- 
travagantly, that  out  of  an  annual  importation 
of  sixty-four  millions,  thirty-two  passed  into 
the  Treasury;  that  is.  Government  took  one- 
half  for  the  liberty  of  introducing  the  other. 
Countless  millions  were  thus  poured  into  the 
Treasury  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
which  became  in  time  the  source  of  the  most 
extravagant  expenditures.  This  vast  increase 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  was  followed  by 
a  oorreeponding  expansion  of  the  business  of 
tt«  banks.    They  had  to  diaooont  and  iaaoe 


freely,  to  enable  the  merchants  to  pay  their 
duty  bonds,  as  well  as  to  meet  the  vastly-in- 
creased expenditures  of  the  Government.  An- 
other effect  followed  the  act  of  1828,  which 
gave  a  still  further  expansion  to  the  action  of 
the  banks,  and  which  is  worthy  of  notice.  It 
tomed  the  exchange  with  England  in  favor  of 
this  country.  That  portion  of  the  proceeds  of 
our  exports,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  high 
duties,  could  no  longer  return  with  profit  in  the 
usual  articles  which  we  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  receiving  principally  fW>m  that  country  in 
exchange  for  our  e:q>ort8,  retomed  in  gold  and 
silver,  in  order  to  purchase  similar  articles  at 
the  North.  This  was  the  first  cause  that  gave 
that  western  direction  to  the  precious  metals, 
the  revulsive  return  of  which  has  been  followed 
by  so  many  disasters.  With  the  exchange  in 
our  favor,  and  consequently  no  demand  for 
gold  and  silver  abroad,  and  the  vast  demand 
for  money  attendant  on  an  increase  of  the  rev- 
enue, almost  every  restraint  was  removed  on 
the  discounts  and  issues  of  the  banks,  especial- 
ly in  the  northern  section  of  the  Union,  where 
these  causes  principally  operated.  With  their 
increase,  wages  and  prices  of  every  description 
rose  in  proportion,  followed,  of  course,  by  an 
increasing  demand  on  the  banks  for  farther  is- 
snes.  This  is  the  true  cause  of  that  expanrion 
of  the  currency,  which  began  about  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  administration,  bnt 
which  was  erroneously  charged  by  it  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  arose  out  of  the 
action  of  the  Government. 

The  bank,  in  increasing  its  business,  acted  in 
obedience  to  the  condition  of  things  at  the 
time,  and  in  conformity  with  the  banks  gener- 
ally in  the  same  section.  It  was  at  this  junc- 
ture that  the  late  administration  came  into 
power ;  a  juncture  remarkable  in  many  respects, 
but  more  especially  in  relation  to  the  question 
of  the  currency.  Host  of  the  causes  which 
have  since  terminated  in  the  complete  prostra- 
tion of  the  banks  and  the  commercial  prosper- 
ity of  the  country  were  in  full  activity. 

Another  cause,  about  that  time,  (I  do  not 
remember  the  precise  date,)  began  to  produce 
powerfnl  effects.  I  refer  to  the  last  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England.  It  was 
renewed  for  ten  years,  and,  among  other  pro- 
visions, contained  one  making  the  notes  of  that 
bank  a  legal  tender  in  all  cases  except  between 
the  bank  and  its  creditors.  The  effect  was  to 
dispense  still  farther  with  the  use  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  in  that  great  commercial  country, 
which,  of  course,  caused  them  to  flow  out  in 
eY&ry  direction  through  the  varions  channels 
of  its  commerce.  A  Targe  portion  took  their 
direction  hitherward,  and  served  still  fhrther 
to  increase  the  current  which,  from  oanses  al- 
ready enumerated,  was  flowing  in  this  direc- 
tion; and  which  still  further  increased  the 
force  of  the  returning  current,  on  the  turn  of 
the  tide. 

The  administration  did  not  comprehend  the 
difficoMes  and  dangers  wliich  surrounded  it 
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Iniitead  of  perceiving  ttie  tme  reason  of  the 
expansion  of  the  currency,  and  adopting  the 
measures  necessary  to  arrest  it,  thej  attributed 
it  to  tJbe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  made 
it  the  cause  or  pretext  of  waging  war  on  that 
institution.  Among  the  first  acts  of  hostility, 
the  deposits  were  removed,  and  transferred  to 
selected  State  bonks ;  the  effect  of  which,  in- 
stead of  resisting  the  tendency  to  expansion, 
was  to  throw  off  the  only  restraint  that  held 
the  banking  institntions  of  the  country  in 
check;  and,  of  course,  gave  to  the  swelling 
tide,  which  was  destined  to  desolate  the  coun- 
try, a  powerfbl  impulse.  Banks  sprung  up  in 
every  direction ;  discounts  and  issues  increased 
almost  without  limitation;  and  an  immense 
surplus  revenue  accumulated  in  the  deposit 
banks,  which,  after  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt,  the  most  extravagant  appropriations  could 
not  exhaust,  and  which  acted  as  additional 
banking  capital.  The  value  of  money  daily 
depreciated ;  prices  rose ;  and  then  commenced 
those  unbounded  speculations,  particularly  in 

Imblio  lands,  which  were  transferred,  by  mil- 
ions  of  acres,  from  the  public  to  the  speculators 
for  wortliless  bank-notes,  till  at  length  the 
swelling  flood  was  checked,  and  the  revulsive 
current  burst  its  barriers,  and  overspread  and 
desolated  the  laud. 

The  first  check  came  from  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, which,  alarmed  at  the  loss  of  its  precious 
metals,  refuised  to  discount  American  bills,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  further  decrease  of  its  cosh 
means,  and  cause  a  return  of  those  which  it 
had  lost.  Then  followed  the  execution  of  the 
deposit  act,  which,  instead  of  a  remedial  meas- 
ure, as  it  might  have  been  made  if  properly 
executed,  was  made  the  instrument  of  weaken- 
ing the  banks  at  the  point  of  pressure,  especial- 
ly in  the  great  commercial  metropolis  of,  the 
Union,  where  so  large  a  portion  of  the  surplus 
revenue  was  aconmulated.  And,  finally,  the 
Treasury  order,  which  still  further  wetJcened 
those  banks,  by  withdrawing  their  cash  means 
to  be  invested  in  pnblic  lan£  in  the  West. 

It  is  often  easier  to  prevent  what  cannot  l>e 
remedied,  which  the  present  instance  strongly 
illustrates.  If  the  administration  had  formed 
a  true  conception  of  the  danger  in  time,  what 
has  since  happened  might  have  then  been  easily 
averted.  The  near  approach  of  the  expiration 
of  the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  would 
have  afforded  ample  means  of  staying  the  deso- 
lation, if  it  had  been  timely  and  properly  used. 
I  saw  it  then,  and  purposed  to  renew  the  char- 
ter, for  a  limited  perioo,  with  such  modifications 
aa  would  have  effectually  resisted  the  increas- 
ing expansion  of  the  currency,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  gradually  and  finally  wear  out  the  con- 
nection between  the  bank  and  the  Government. 
To  use  the  expression  I  then  used,  "  to  unbank 
the  banks ; "  to  let  down  the  system  easily, 
and  BO  to  effect  the  separation  between  the 
bank  and  the  Government  as  to  avoid  the  pos- 
sibility of  that  shock  which  I  tb«n  saw  was  in- 
evitable without  some  such  remedy.     The 


moment  was  eminentiy  propitiotA  The  {h^ 
cious  metals  were  flowing  in  on  us  from  every 
quarter,  and  the  vigorous  measures  I  purposed 
to  adopt  in  tiie  renewal  of  the  charter  would 
have  effectually  arrested  the  increase  of  banks, 
and  checked  the  excess  of  their  discounts  uA 
issues ;  so  that  the  accumulating  mass  of  gold 
and  silver,  instead  of  being  converted  into  bank 
capital,  and  swelling  the  tide  of  paper  circula- 
tion, would  have  been  substituted  m  the  place 
of  bank-notes,  as  a  permanent  and  wholesome 
addition  to  the  currency  of  the  country. 

But  neither  the  administration  nor  the  oj^io- 
sition  sustained  me,  and  the  precious  oppor- 
tunity passed  unseized.  I  then  clearly  saw  the 
coming  calamity  was  inevitable;  and  it  has 
neither  arrived  sooner,  nor  is  it  greater,  than  I 
anticipated. 

Such  are  the  leading  causes  which  have  pro- 
duced the  present  disordered  state  of  the  cur- 
rency. There  are  others  of  a  minor  character, 
connected  with  the  general  condition  of  the 
commercial  world,  and  the  operations  of  the 
Executive  branch  of  the  Government,  bat 
which,  of  themselves,  wonld  have  produced 
but  little  effect.  To  repeat  the  causes  in  a  few 
words :  the  vast  kicrease  which  the  tariffs  of 
1824  and  1828  gave  to  the  fiscal  action  of  the 
Grovernment,  combined  with  the  causes  I  have 
enumerated,  gave  the  first  impulse  to  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  currency.  These,  in  turn,  gave 
that  extraordinary  impulse  to  overtrading  and 
speculation  (they  are  effects,  and  not  causes) 
which  has  finally  terminated  in  the  present 
calamity.  It  may  thus  be  ultimately  traced  to 
the  connection  between  the  banks  and  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  it  is  not  a  littie  remarkable  that 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  1816  in 
this  country,  and  that  of  1797  in  Great  Britain, 
were  produced  by  like  causes. 

Uaving  now  presented  my  views  of  the 
course  and  the  measures  which  the  permanent 

tiolicy  of  the  country,  looking  to  its  liberty  and 
asting  prosperity,  requires,  I  come  finally  ^  the 
question  of  relief.  I  nave  placed  this  lost — ^Dot 
that  I  am  devoid  of  sympathy  for  the  conotiy 
in  the  pecuniary  distress  which  now  pervades 
it. 

After  the  best  refiection,  I  am  of  the  imi»^ 
sion  that  the  Government  can  do  but  little  in 
the  way  of  relief  and  that  it  is  a  case  which 
must  be  mainly  left  to  the  constitution  of  the 
patient,  who,  thank  God,  is  young,  vigorous 
and  robust,  with  a  constitution  sufficient  to  sus- 
tain and  overcome  the  severest  attack.  I  dread 
the  doctor  and  his  drugs  much  more  than  the 
disease  itself.  The  distress  of  the  country  con- 
sists in  its  indebtedness,  and  can  only  be  reliev- 
ed by  the  payment  of  its  debts.  To  effect  tbi^ 
industry,  frugality,  economy,  and  time,  are  ne- 
cessary. I  rely  more  on  the  growing  crop— on 
the  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  of  the  South — 
than  on  all  the  projects  or  devices  of  politiciana, 
I  am  utterly  opposed  to  all  coercion  by  tiiis 
Government.  But  Government  may  do  soom- 
tbing  to  relieve  the  distress.    It  b  oat  of  debl) 
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and  is  one  of  the  principal  creditors  both  of 
,the  banks  and  of  the  merchants,  and  should  set 
an  example  of  liberal  indnlgence.  This  I  am 
wiQing  to  giTe  freely.  I  am  also  prepared  to 
vote  freely  the  use  of  Government  credit  in 
some 'safe  form,  to  snpplj  any  deficit  in  the  cir- 
culation dnrinK  the  process  of  recovery,  as  far 
as  its  financitl  wants  will  permit  I  see  not 
what  more  can  be  safely  done.  But  my  vision 
may  be  obtuse  upon  this  subject.  Those  who 
differ  from  me,  and  who  profess  so  much  sym- 
pathy for  the  public,  seem  to  think  that  much 
relief  may  be  afforded.  I  hope  they  will  pre- 
sent their  views.  I  am  anxious  to  hear  tneir 
prescriptions;  and  I  assure  them  that  what- 
ever they  may  propose,  if  it  shall  promise  re- 
lief and  be  not  inconsistent  with  the  course 
ivhich  I  deem  absolutely  neoessary  for  the 
restoration  of  the  country  to  perfect  health, 
shall  cheerfully  receive  my  support.  They  may 
be  more  keen-sighted  than  I  am  as  to  the  best 
means  of  relief,  but  cannot  have  a  stronger  dis- 
position to  afford  it. 

We  have,  Mr.  President,  arrived  at  a  remark- 
able era  in  oar  political  history.  The  days  of 
legislative  and  execative  encroachments,  of 
tarifi^  and  surpluses,  of  bank  and  public  debt, 
and  extravagant  expenditure,  are  past  for  the 
present.  The  Government  stands  m  a  position 
disentangled  from  the  past,  and  fteer  to  choose 
its  fatare  course  than  it  ever  has  been  since  its 
commencement.  We  are  about  to  take  a  fresh 
start.  I  move  off  under  the  State-rights  ban- 
ner, and  go  in  the  direction  in  which  I  have 
been  so  long  moving.  I  seize  the  opportunity 
thoroughly  to  reform  the  Government ;  to  bring 
it  back  to  its  original  principles ;-  to  retrench 
and  economize,  imd  rigidly  to  enforce  account- 
ability. I  shaU  oppose  strenuously  all  attempts 
to  originate  a  new  de)>t ;  to  create  a  national 
bank ;  to  reunite  the  political  and  money  pow- 
er— more  dangerons  than  that  of  church  and 
state — in  any  form  or  shape;  to  prevent  the 
disturbances  of  the  compromise,  which  ia  grad- 
ually removing  the  last  vestige  of  the  tariff 
system  ;  and,  mainly,  I  shall  use  my  best  efforts 
to  give  an  ascendency  to  the  great  conservative 
principle  of  State  sovereignty,  over  the  danger- 
ous and  despotic  doctrine  of  consolidation.  I 
rejoice  to  thmk  that  the  Executive  department 
of  the  Government  is  now  so  reduced  in  pow- 
er and  means,  that  it  can  no  longer  rely  on  its 
influence  and  patronage  to  secure  a  m^ority. 
Henceforward  it  can  nave  no  hope  of  support- 
ing  itself  bat  on  wisdom,  moderation,  patriot- 
ism, and  devoted  attachment  to  the  constitution, 
which  I  trust  will  make  it,  in  its  own  defence, 
an  ally  in  effecting  the  reform  which  I  deem 
indispensable  to  t£e  salvation  of  the  country 
and  its  institations. 

I  look,  sir,  with  pride  to  the  wise  and  noble 
bearing  of  the  little  State-rights  party,  of  which 
it  is  my  .pride  to  be  a  member,  thronghont  the 
eventfU  period  through  which  the  country  has 
passed  since  1824.  Experience  already  bears 
testimony  to  their  patriotism,  firmness,  and 


sagacity;  and  history  will  do  it  justice.  In 
that  year,  as  I  have  stated,  the  tariff  system 
triumphed  in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  We 
saw  its  disastrous  political  bearings;  foresaw 
its  surpluses  and  the  extravagances  to  which  it 
would  lead.  We  rallied  on  the  election  of  the 
late  President  to  arrest  it,  through  the  influence 
of  the  Executive  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. In  this  we  failed.  We  then  fell  back 
upon  the  rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  States^ 
and  by  the  action  of  a  small  but  gallant  State, 
and  through  the  potency  of  its  interpodtion. 
we  brought  the  system  to  the  ground,  sostalned 
as  it  was  by  the  opposition  and  the  administra- 
tion, and  by  the  whole  power  and  patronage 
of  the  Government.  The  pernicious  overflow 
of  the  Treasury,  of  which  it  was  the  parent, 
could  not  be  arrested  at  once.  The  snrplas  was 
seized  on  by  the  Execntive,  and,  by  its  control 
over  the  banks,  became  the  frnitM  source  of 
Executive  influence  and  encroachment.  With- 
out hesitation,  we  joined  oar  old  opponents  on 
the  tariff  question,  but  under  onr  own  flag,  and 
without  merging  in  their  ranks,  and  made  a 
gallant  and  successful  war  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Executive.  That  terminated,  we 
part  with  our  late  allies  in  peace;  and  move 
forward,  lag,  or  onward  who  may,  to  secure  the 
fruits  of  onr  long  but  successful  struggle,  under 
the  old  republican  flag  of  1798,  whii£,  though 
tattered  and  torn,  has  never  yet  been  lowered, 
and,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  never  shall  be 
with  my  consent. 

On  conceding  his  speech  Mr.  0.  submitted 
his  amendment,  which  provided  that  from  and 
after  the  Ist  of  January  next,  three-fourths  of 
the  money  due  to  the  Government  may  be  paid 
in  notes  of  specie-paying  banks ;  that  from  and 
after  the  1st  of  January,  1889,  one-half  might 
be  paid  in  such  notes ;  one-quarter  after  the  Ist 
of  January,  1840 ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the 
1st  of  January,  1841,  all  sums  due  the  Govern- 
ment for  customs,  lands,  &o.,  shall  be  p<ud  only 
in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or 
in  snob  notes,  bills,  &e.,  as  should  by  law  be 
ordered. 

Mr.  Wrbsteb  rose,  and  inquired  of  Mr.  0.  to 
what  bill  it  was  proposed  to  make  this  aa 
amendment 

Mr.  Oalhodn  replied,  to  one  called  the  di- 
vorce bill  between  the  Ooveroment  and  the 
banks,  which  he  said  was  just  ahead. 

Mr.  Benton,  after  expressing  his  entire  con- 
currence in  the  amendment  of  Mr,  Oaxsouv, 
sent  to  the  Ohtur  two  amendments  of  his  own. 
which  he  said  comprised  the  substance  of 
the  bill  introduced  by  him  two  years  ago,  "  to 
re-establish  the  constitutional  currency  of  the 
country."  His  flrst  amendment  provides  that, 
after  a  day  to  be  specified,  all  the  public  dues 
should  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver  only,  and  in 
Treasury  notes  and  land  scrip,  as  might  by  law 
be  authorized ;  and  the  second  provides  that, 
after  tiie  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks,  the  Treasury  shoald  b^^  with  ^>ecie 
payments. 
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[These  amendments,  together  with  Mr.  Cal- 
houn's, were  ordered  to  be  printed.] 

Mr.  B.  said  he  should  not  have  risen  in  this 
debate,  had  it  not  been  for  the  misapprehensions 
which  seemed  to  pervade  the  minds  of  some 
Senators  as  to  the  character  of  the  bill.  It  is 
called  by  some  a  paper-money  bill,  and  bj 
others  a  bill  to  germmate  a  new  national  debt. 
These  are  serious  imputations,  and  require  to 
be  answered,  not  by  declamation  and  recrimina- 
tion, bat  by  facts  and  reasons,  addressed  to  the 
candor  and  to  the  intelligence  of  an  enlightened 
and  patriotic  community. 

I  dissent  from  the  imputations  on  the  charac- 
ter of  the  bilL  I  maintain  that  it  is  neither  a 
paper-money  bill,  nor  a  bill  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion for  a  new  national  debt ;  and  will  briefly 
give  my  reasons  for  believing  as  I  do  on  bom 
points. 

There  are  oertwnly  two  classes  of  Treasury 
notes — one  for  investment,  and  one  for  circula- 
tion ;  and  both  classes  are  known  to  our  laws, 
and  possess  distinctive  features,  which  define 
their  respective  characters,  and  confine  Uiem 
to  their  respective  uses. 

The  notes  for  investment  bear  an  interest 
enfficient  to  induce  capitalists  to  excliange  gold 
and  silver  for  them,  and  to  lay  them  by  as  a 
productive  fbnd.  This  is  their  'distinctive  feat- 
ure, bat  not  the  only  one  ;  they  possess  other 
snbsidiary  qualities,  such  as  transferability  only 
by  endorsement — payable  at  a  fixed  time — not 
re-issnable — nor  of  small  denomination — and 
to  be  cancelled  when  piud.  Notes  of  this  class 
are,  in  fact,  loan  notes — notes  to  raise  loans  on, 
by  selling  them  for  hard  money — either  im- 
mediately by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or, 
secondarily,  by  the  creditor  of  the  Government 
to  whom  tiey  have  been  paid.  In  a  word,  they 
possess  all  the  qnalities  which  invite  invest- 
ment, and  forbid  and  impede  circulation.  The 
act  of  1812  authorized  an  issue  of  notes  of  this 
description.  They  bore  five  and  two-fifths  per 
cent,  interest,  with  an  express  clause  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  might  raise  money 
upon  them  by  loan.  I  presume  there  are  Sen- 
ators present  who  were  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  1812,  who  gave  the  sanc- 
tion of  their  approbation  to  the  Treasury  note 
law  of  that  year,  and  who  would  be  very  un- 
willing to  hear  the  epithets  applied  to  that  law 
which  are  lavished  upon  this  bill,  which  is 
copied  from  it. 

The  Treasury  notes  for  currency  are  distin- 
gaished  by  features  and  qualities  the  reverse  of 
those  which  have  been  mentioned.  They  bear 
little  or  no  interest.  They  are  payable  to  bear- 
er— ^transferable  by  delivery — re-issuable— of 
low  denominations — and  frequently  reimburs- 
ible  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government.  They 
are,  in  fact,  paper  money,  and  possess  all  the 
qnalities  which  forbid  investment,  and  invite  to 
circulation.  The  Treasury  notes  of  1815  were 
of  that  character,  except  for  the  optional  clause 
to  enable  the  holder  to  fhnd  them  at  the  interest 
which  commanded  loans — at  seven  per  cent. 


These  are  the  distinctive  features  of  the  two 
classes  of  notes.  Now  try  the  committee's  biS 
by  the  test  of  these  qualities.  It  will  be  foimd 
that  the  notes  which  it  authorizes  belong  to 
the  first-named  class ;  that  they  are  to  b^  an 
Interest,  which  may  be  six  per  cent ;  that  the; 
are  transferable  only  by  endorsement;  that 
they  are  not  re-issuable ;  that  they  are  to  b« 
paid  at  a  day  certain,  to  wit,  within  one  yen; 
that  they  are  not  to  be  issued  of  less  denomina- 
tion than  one  hnndred  dollars ;  are  to  be  can- 
celled when  taken  up ;  and  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  expressly  authorized  to  niee 
money  upon  them  by  loaning  them. 

These  are  the  features  and  qualities  of  tfae 
notes  to  be  issned,  and  they  defiiie  and  fix  their 
character  as  notes  to  raise  loans,  and  to  be  laid 
by  as  investments,  and  not  as  notes  for  currency, 
to  be  pushed  into  circulation  by  the  power  of 
the  Government,  and  to  add  to  ihe  curse  of  tiie 
day  by  increasing  the  quantity  of  uqponverUble 
paper  money. 

The  execution  of  the  act,  and  especially  the 
cardinal  feature  of  the  anantnm  of  interest,  is 
left  to  the  President  ana  the  Secretary  of  tho 
Treasury.  I  presume  it  will  be  executed  aa  a 
law  to  borrow  money;  and  in  that  point  of 
view  the  interest  was  left  open,  under  a  maxi- 
mum limit,  as  is  proper  to  be  done  in  all  propor- 
tions for  loans.  Bids  may  be  invited  by  ad- 
vertisement; the  competition  of  lenders  may 
fix  the  interest ;  capitalists  may  fix  it  by  com- 
petition, though  nominally  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  President  and  Secretary ;  and  at  what- 
ever rate  it  is  thus  fixed — at  whatever  rate  a 
loan  of  gold  and  silver  is  commanded — ^at  that 
rate  the  whole  issue,  made  at  any  one  time, 
ought  to  go.  There  should  not  be  two  rates 
of  interest — a  high  one  for  the  indei)end«it  and 
opulent  capitalist,  and  a  low  one  for  the  help- 
less and  necessitous  public  creditor. 

This  is  my  opinion  of  the  character  of  these 
Treasury  notes,  and  of  the  mode  of  using  than. 
I  cannot  doubt  but  that  lenders  will  present 
themselves,  and  that  the  whole  ten  millions 
may  be  borrowed  in  gold  and  silver  just  as  fast 
as  the  Government  needs  it.  That  opinion  is 
formed  upon  data — upon  the  great  aunount  of 
specie  now  in  the  country,  its  unproductiveness 
to  its  present  holders,  and  the  facility  with 
which  large  amounts  of  specie  were  borrowed 
immediately  after  the  bank  suspensions  and  the 
commercial  revulsions  of  1819.  The  qiedeni 
the  United  States  cannot  now  be  lees  than  it 
was  six  months  ago,  to  wit,  eighty  millions  of 
dollars ;  for  it  is  shown  by  the  Cnstom-honsa 
reports,  and  other  data,  that,  notwithstanding 
tlie  efforts  to  ship  it  to  Europe,  the  imports  and 
exports  are  about  even  during  that  time ;  and 
that,  taking  the  whole  fiscal  year  together,  the 
imports  now  exceed  the  exports  by  nearly  four 
millions  of  dollars ;  and  that  near  $900,000  in 
gold  have  been  coined  in  the  first  three  quar- 
ters of  the  present  calendar  year.  The  specie 
in  the  country  cannot,  therefore,  be  less  than 
$80,000,000,  and,  npon  the  calculation  of  last 
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year,  is  more.  The  whole  of  this  vast  amoant 
is  lying  idle,  barren,  and  nnprodnctive  to  its 
owners — not  that  they  are  all  nnwilling  to  lend 
it,  and  to  receive  interest,  but  for  want  of  bor- 
lowers  in  whom  they  have  confidence.  The 
United  States  will  present  that  borrower,  and 
-will  bring  forth  the  hoarded  treasures  which 
the  lack  of  general  confidence  now  consigns  to 
sterility  in  private  chests  and  in  special  bank 
deposits.  Thus  it  was  in  1819-'20.  The  com- 
mercial and  bank  catastrophe  of  that  period 
toot  place  in  1819;  in  less  than  a  year  after- 
wards, from  the  coUapse  of  business  and  the 
stagnation  of  commerce,  money  in  the  Atlantic 
cities  was  abundant,  idle,  and  seeking  invest- 
ment at  four  or  five  per  cent.  So  says  Mr. 
Cheves— so  we  can  all  remember. 

The  bill  has  been  denounced  as  the  germ  of  a 
new  national  debt.  It  certainly  proposes  the 
creation  of  a  debt.  But  for  what  purpose,  and 
nnder  what  circumstances  f  To  comply  with 
the  maxim,  that  a  public  debt  is  a  public  bless- 
ing ?  By  no  means  1  But  to  relieve  the  States 
mm  being  called  upon  for  a  reimbursement  of 
any  part  of  the  twenty-seven  millions  of  doUars 
which  have  been  deposited  with  them ;  to  re- 
lieve the  merchants  from  an  immediate  payment 
of  four  millions ;  and  to  relieve  the  late  de- 
posit banks  from  an  immediate  press  for  sis 
millions.  This  is  the  object.  The  loan  of  ten 
millions  on  the  Treasury  notes  comes  in  place 
of  the  four  and  six  millions  due  from  merchants 
and  the  banks.  It  is  because  we  (annot  collect 
the  one,  that  we  create  the  other.  If  we  had 
the  ten  millions  from  the  merchants  and  the 
banks,  we  should  not  want  the  Treasury  notes ; 
not  being  able  to  collect  those  ten  millions,  we 
give  time  to  our  debtors,  and  borrow  an  equiv- 
alent sum. 

I  trust  I  have  vindicated  the  bill  from  the 
stigma  of  being  a  paper  currency  bill,  and  from 
the  imputation  of  being  the  first  step  towards 
the  creation  of  a  new  national  debt.  I  hope  it 
is  ftilly  cleared  from  the  odium  of  both  tiiese 
imputations.  I  will  now  say  a  few  words  on 
the  policy  of  issuing  Treasury  notes  in  time  of 
peace,  or  even  in  time  of  war,  until  the  ordi- 
nary resources  of  loans  and  taxes  had  been  tried 
and  eximnsted.  I  am  no  friend  to  the  issue  of 
Treasory  notes  of  any  kind.  As  loans,  they 
are  a  disguised  mode  of  borrowing,  and  easy 
to  sli^  into  a  currency  :  as  a  currency,  it  is  the 
most  reductive,  the  most  dangerous,  and  the 
mos^iable  to  abuse  of  all  the  descriptions  of  pa- 
pe&iioney.  "  The  stamping  of  paper  (by  Gov- 
emk«Dt)  is  an  operation  so  much  easier  than  the 
laying  of  taxes,  or  of  borrowing  money,  that 
a  QoveKiment  in  the  habit  of  paper  emissions 
would  ttt^ly  fail,  in  any  emergency,  to  indulge 
itself  too  far  in  the  employment  of  that  re- 
toorce,  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  one  less 
auspicious  to  present  popularity."  So  said 
General  HatnQton;  and  Jefibrson,  Madison, 
Macon,  Bandoiph,  and  all  the  fathers  of  the  re- 
publican church,  concurred  with  him.  These 
aagacioqs  statesm^a  were  shy  of  this  facile  and 


seductive  resource,  "  so  liable  to  abuse,  and  so 
certain  of  being  abused."  They  held  it  inad- 
missible to  recur  to  it  in  time  of  peace,  and 
that  it  could  only  be  thought  of  amidst  the 
exigencies  and  perils  of  war,  and  that  after  ex- 
hausting the  direct  and  responsible  alternative 
of  loans  and  taxes.  Bred  in  the  school  of  these 
great  men,  I  came  here  at  this  session  to  oppose, 
at  aU  risks,  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  I  pre- 
ferred a  direct  loan,  and  that  for  manv  and 
cogent  reasons.  There  is  clear  authority  to 
borrow  in  the  constitution;  but,  to  find  au- 
thority to  issue  these  notes,  we  must  enter  the 
field  of  constructive  powers.  To  borrow,  is  to 
do  a  responsible  act ;  it  is  to  incur  certain  ac- 
countability to  the  constituent,  and  heavy  cen- 
sure if  it  cannot  be  justified;  to  issue  these 
notes,  is  to  do  an  act  which  few  consider  o^ 
which  takes  but  little  hold  of  the  public  mind, 
which  few  condemn  and  some  encourage,  be- 
cause it  increases  the  quantum  of  what  is  vainly 
called  money.  Loans  are  limited  by  the  capa- 
city, at  least,  of  one  side  to  borrow,  and  of 
the  other  to  lend ;  the  issue  of  these  notes  has 
no  limit  but  the  will  of  the  makers  and  the 
supply  of  lamp-black  and  rags.  The  con- 
tinental bills  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  asdg- 
nats  of  France,  should  ftirnish  some  instructive 
lessons  on  tliis  head.  Direct  loans  are  always 
voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  lender ;  Treasury 
note  loans  may  be  a  forced  borrowing  from  the 
Government  creditor — as  much  so  as  if  the  bay- 
onet were  put  to  Ms  breast ;  for  necessity  has 
no  law,  and  the  necessitous  claimant  must  take 
what  is  tendered,  whether  with  or  without  in- 
terest— whether  ten  or  fifty  per  cent,  below 
par.  I  distrust,  dislike,  and  would  fain  es- 
chew, this  Treasury  note  resource.  I  prefer 
the  direct  loans  of  1820-'21.  I  could  only  bring 
myself  to  acquiesce  in  this  measure  when  it 
was  urged  that  there  was  not  time  to  carry  a 
loan  through  its  forms ;  nor  even  then  could  I 
consent  to  it,  until  every  feature  of  a  currency 
operation  had  been  eradicated  from  the  face  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Walkxb  said  be  had  all  along  intend- 
ed to  offer  a  similar  amendment,  and  would 
now*  (by  leave  of  Mr.  0.)  do  so.  Mr.  "W.  said 
he  was  opposed  to  allowing  any  interest  what- 
ever on  tne  notes  to  be  issued,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing reason^ :  First,  because  it  appeared  to 
him  quite  unnecessary  to  allow  interest  on 
them.  This  Government,  possessed  of  a  public 
domain  of  such  vast  extent  and  value,  amount- 
ing to  at  least  seven  hundred  millions  of  acres, 
and  being  out  of  debt,  (the  only  Government 
of  which  such  a  proud  circumstance  could  be 
related,)  was  not  under  the  necessity  of  allur- 
ing credit  to  its  notes  by  the  offer  of  a  trifling 
interest.  Notes  issued  by  such  a  Government 
would  command  full  credit  equal  to  gold  and 
silver,  and  would  freely  pass  as  such  without 
interest.  This  was  his  first  reason  against 
these  notes  bearing  any  interest. 

His  second  reason  was  the  following:  If 
these  notes  are  made  to  bear  interest,  they 
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vonld,  almost  immediatel  j  on  their  issne,  take 
their  flight  to  Europe ;  they  would  be  transmit- 
ted there,  instead  of  specie ;  and,  coming  from 
a  Goremment  of  snch  nndonbted  credit^  they 
would  be  finely  received  there  in  payment  of 
our  debts,  even  without  bearing  any  interest. 
Huoh  more,  therefore,  would  they  be  made 
welcome  in  Europe  when  they  bore  interest. 
This  was  his  second  reason  for  wishing  to  allow 
no  interest  upon  them,  because  it  would  lead  to 
their  more  rapid  abstraction  from  circulation 
here. 

A  third  reason  Mr.  "W.  would  now  state, 
which,  indeed,  was  a  branch  of  his  second 
reason,  but  to  which  he  earnestly  solicited  the 
attention  of  Senators.  He  thought  that,  in 
oonsequence  of  the  issue  of  these  bills,  bearing 
interest,  an  immediate  effect  would  be  produced 
upon  the  price  of  cotton,  highly  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  planters  in  the  South.  There  is 
now  (said  Mr.  W.)  a  demand  for  cotton,  and, 
consequently,  a  rise  in  its  price.  The  cause  of 
this  he  was  disposed  to  attribute  to  the  fact 
that  cotton  was  a  better  remittance  to  Europe 
in  payment  of  onr  debts  than  specie;  and, 
thereforCj  merchants  who  had  to  remit  to 
Europe,  mstead  of  buying  'specie,  bought  cot- 
ton, and  remitted  it  in  the  place  of  specie. 
Hence  a  demand  for  cotton  in  the  market.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  understood  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  itself  had  gone  into  market  and 
bonght  np  cotton  to  send  to  Europe,  instead  of 
specie,  setting  the  example%>f  a  remittance  so 
highly  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  cotton- 
grower — ^having  purchased  (he  believed)  as 
much  as  three  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  cot- 
ton. 

Kow,  the  effects  of  this  issne,  with  interest 
would  be,  that  the  whole  ten  millions  issued 
would  be  sent  to  Europe,  instead  of  the  produce 
of  the  oonntry ;  and,  consequently,  ten  millions 
less  of  cotton,  or  other  produce,  would  be  sold. 
This  he  (Mr.  W.)  considered  absolutely  the 
same  thing  as  directly  taking  so  much  money 
oat  of  the  pockets  of  the  Southern  producers, 
becanse,  but  for  this  measure,  so  much  money 
would  be  expended  with  them  in  the  purchase 
of  their  produce.  If  the  merchants  who  now 
remitted  cotton  instead  of  specie  could  find  any 
thing  more  convenient  for  them  to  remit — more 
easily  to  be  procured  and  transmitted — ^they 
would  naturally  avail  themselves  of  it.  Now, 
these  notes  bearing  interest  were  precisely  this 
convenient  remittance  which  the  menjhants 
wanted ;  and,  therefore,  instead  of  buying  np 
any  more  cotton,  they  will  possess  themselves 
of  these  notes,  and  remit  them.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  in  Europe  would  prefer  these 
notes  to  our  cotton,  as  coming  from  a  Govern- 
ment such  as  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  described,  and 
bearing  interest  besides,  which  the  cotton  did 
not  Thus  the  effect  would  be  to  throw  the 
cotton  of  the  South  out  of  the  market,  aad 
thereby  cause  a  fall  In  its  price  minous  to  the 
already  ruined  producers.  Such  a  measure  he, 
aa  eoming  from  the  great  ootton-growing  State, 


felt  himself  called  upon  most  strennonaly  to 
oppose. 

Another  reason  he  would  state  why  he  wish- 
ed this  issue  of  notes  bearing  an  interest  should 
not  take  place ;  it  was  this  :  these  Dote«  beinr 
remitted  to  Europe,  (as  undoubtedly  they  wonld 
be,)  would  create  a  debt  abroad  against  na. 
Our  Government  would  thus  be  made  a  debtor 
to  foreign  Governments  and  people — a  thing  in 
his  view  by  no  means  desirable.  Mr.  W.  coo- 
eluded  by  moving  that  so  much  of  the  bill  as 
relates  to  allowing  interest  upon  the  notes  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  Wbioht  expressed  himself  taken  by 
surprise  with  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  MississippL  From  the  diacuarion 
which  had  already  taken  place  on  this  bill,  it 
was  evident  that  Uiere  was  much  difference  of 
opinion  among  Senators  on  this  subject ;  sonw 
differed  from  views  of  policy,  othws  on  princi- 
ple. He  confessed  it  was  his  hope  that  the 
amendment  just  offered  would  not  be  agreed 
to.  The  object  which  he  was  anxious  to  attain 
was,  to  make  these  notes,  as  far  as  practicaUe, 
equal  to  gold  and  silver,  and  as  acceptable  to 
the  public  creditor.  Now,  it  did  not  appear  to 
him  that  this  object  could  be  attained  nnleea 
the  discretion  allowed  by  this  bill  to  the  Secre- 
tary was  retained  in  the  bill.  Mr.  "W.  did  not 
think  that  the  country,  at  this  peculiar  junc- 
ture, was  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  emusioii 
of  notes  without  interest  The  effect  of  aach 
an  issue  would  be  to  cause  the  notes  to  sink  in 
value  in  the  market ;  but  if  they  bore  interest, 
no  risk  of  this  kind  he  thought  would  be  run. 
It  was  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  interert 
was  not  fixed ;  it  was  only  limited  not  to  exceed 
six  per  cent. ;  in  every  other  respect,  the  anea- 
tion  was  left  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Secretary. 

Mr.  EiHo,  of  Georda,  must  profess  the  high 
respect  he  entertainer  for  the  sentiments  aod 
opinions  of  the  Senator  from  South  Oarolina, 
(Mr.  Calhottk,)  and  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi,  (Mr.   Walkrr.)     It   was,  ther^on^ 
somewhat  painful  to  his  feeling  to  be  obliged, 
on  the  present  occasion,  to  differ  from  tboaa 
honorable  gentlemen.    There  was  one  prinoipb 
of  finance  which  appeared  to  him  incontrovert- 
ible :  namely,  that  whenever  there  existed  two 
sorts  of  currency  in  circulation,  <rf  wlkieb  A» 
one,  from  any  cause,  possessed  any  advaii(«gei 
above  the  other,  by  answering  any  on*  ar- 
pose  more  than  the  other,  then  that  woiU  al- 
ways command  a  small  premium  over  the  Aet. 
This  truth  was  Ailly  evidenced  at  the  peaent 
moment,  when  drafts  which  had  even  Nan  pro- 
tested, vet,  coming  firom  tike  Govemnent,  com- 
manded a  premium  little  inferior  to  tlat  of  gdd 
and  silver.    In  order  to  place  tbeei  Trearary 
notes  in  the  most  &vorat>le  ponton,  and  to 
prevent   their   depreciation,  Mt^K.  thought 
that  the  discretion  allowed  by  tie  bill  ought  to 
be  left  with  the  Secretary,  to  h>  used  acowding 
to  the  emergency  of  oironmstnoes.    The  Se«r»- 
twy  mi|^t  then  atiaoh  to  ^  notea  what  in- 
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terest  mif  ht  be  neoeesarT-  to  make  them  accept- 
able to  the  creditors  of  the  GoTenunent.  He 
did  not  entertain  the  apprehensions  of  his  hon- 
orable friend  from  MissiBaippi  Qb.  "Wal- 
keb)  that  these  notes  would  find  their  way  to 
Europe.  We  bad  had  lutes  enough,  (and,  in- 
deed, too  many,)  which  had  been  made  to  fly 
screes  the  Atlantic ;  and  now  he  thooght  no 
more  of  onr  p^>er  wonld  find  its  way  to  Europe 
—at  least  until  onr  debt  was  paid  o£P  there. 

Mr.  E.  proceeded  further  to  combat  the  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  Walkkb,  urging  that  at  the  present 
state  of  the  exchanges  between  the  two  ooun- 
toies,  a  better  state  of  things  could  not  perhaps 
be  expected. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
Ur.  Walkkk's  motion;  which  were  ordered, 
ind  the  amendment  was  rejected — ayes  6,  noes 
40,  as  follows: 

Yus.— Heasn.  Blac^  Calboan,  McKean,  Strange, 
Wilker,  Toimg— i6. 

Nats. — Messra.  AUen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown, 
Badmmi,  Clay  of  AUbama,  Clay  of  Ky.,  Clayton, 
FdUod,  Grandy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Ala.,  King 
of  Georgia,  BInight,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nidiolas,  Niles, 
Xorrell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbing, 
Babiaaon,  Boggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conn.,  Smith 
of  bd.,  Sonthud,  Spenoe,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  Tipton, 
Will,  Wdnter,  White,  Williains,  Wright— 40. 

The  bill  was  tliea  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
md  read  a  tlurd  time,  by  the  following  vote : 

Tiis.— Vessrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Bociiuun,  Calhonn,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay- 
toB,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Ala., 
King  of  Georgia,  Kni^t,  Lyon,  McKean,  Morris, 
KicColig,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Rob- 
Uiis,  Robinaon,  Rugglee,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecti- 
cut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Swift,  TaUmadge, 
Tipton,  Wilker,  Will,  Webster,  White,  Willlama, 
Wright,  Young— 42. 

Kats.— Hessrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden, 
Preaton,  Southard,  Spence — 6. 

Merchant^  Bond$. 

The  bill  extending  the  time  for  the  payment 
(tf  merohanta'  revenue  bonds,  was  next  taken 
"P- 

Mr.  Setieb  called  for  the  veas  and  nays  on 
uw  question,  which  were  ordered,  and  it  was 
Mnirf  in  the  aflSrmatiTe — ayes  44,  noe  1 ;  Mr. 
BproA  only  voting  in  the  negative. 

8o  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
uwd  leading. 

TcisDAT,  September  19. 
The  following  billa  were  read  a  third  time 
•ndpaaged: 
The  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury 

The  hill  to  extend  the  time  of  payment  on 
""wAants'  revenue  bonds ;  and 

The  bill  for  adjusting  the  remtdning  claims 
on  the  late  deposit  banks. 

JTtncb  <^  Monty  for  EMewae. 
Hr.  Snna,  pursuant  to  notice,  rose  to  ask 


leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  dedgnate  the  funds 
receivable  in  payment  of  the  revenues  of  tiie 
Glovemment. 

Mr.  R.,  on  introducing  the  bill,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  I  rise,  in  pursuance  of  the 
notice  I  gave  yesterday,  to  ask  leave  to  bring 
in  "  A  bill  to  designate  the  funds  receivable  in 

f payment  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States." 
t  will  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  Senate  that 
among  the  most  prominent,  and  certainly  not 
the  least  important  objects  presented  both  by  the 
President's  Message  and  the  report  of  the  Seo- 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  fur  tne  "  immediate 
attention  "  of  Congress  at  their  present  session, 
is  the  expediency  of  some  legislative  provision 
defining  the  character  of  the  ftinds  to  be  receiv- 
ed, in  future,  in  discharge  of  the  public  dues. 
From  the  intimate  connection  between  the  col- 
lection of  the  public  revenne  and  the  general 
currency  of  the  country,  this  question  has,  in 
my  estimation,  far  more  essential  bearings  on 
the  great  interests  of  the  oommnnity  than  any 
which  the  President  has  submitted  for  our  de- 
liberations. The  Committee  on  Finance,  how- 
ever, to  whom  the  Message  was  referred,  have 
not  thought  it  proper  to  make  any  report  on 
that  portion  of  it,  and  we  have  been  informed 
by  the  honorable  churman,  that  it  is  not  their 
intention  to  make  any  report  upon  it  at  tlie 
present  session.  It  Is  this  omission  on  the  part 
of  the  committee  that  it  is  the  object  of  my 
motion  now  to  supply. 

The  President  recommends  that  henoefor* 
ward  the  whole  revenues  of  the  United  State! 
shall  be  collected  exclusively  in  gold  and  silver. 
A  proposition  of  so  marked  a  character,  ema^ 
nating  from  a  source  of  such  high  authority, 
could  not  fail  to  excite  deep  anxiety  in  the  pub- 
lic mind ;  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  all  uncer- 
tainty in  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  so  vital  a  subject,  should  l>e  promptly 
settled  one  way  or  the  other,  by  the  action  of 
the  legislative  department.  It  is  my  misfortune 
to  diner  with  the  President  in  his  views  of  the 
expediency  of  this  proposition.  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced that,  in  the  actual  condition  of  onr  cir- 
culating medium,  and  in  what  is  likely  for  years 
to  come  to  be  its  condition,  the  operation  ot 
snch  a  measure  wonld  be  distressing  to  the 
community,  injurious  to  every  branch  of  indus- 
try and  enterprise,  and,  above  all,  wonld  post- 
pone indefinitely  that  return  to  specie  payments 
by  the  banks,  which  is  the  great  object  of  the 
public  solicitude,  and  ought  to  be  the  end  and 
aim  of  our  deliberations  here.  Viewing  the 
question  in  this  light,  I  desired  it  should  be  met 
with  promptitude^  considered  with  candor,  and 
decided  with  wisdom. 

Since  I  gave  notice  yesterday  of  my  motion, 
two  gentlemen,  the  Senator  fh>m  Sonth  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Calhoitn,)  and  the  Senator  from  IQs- 
souri,  (Mr.  Bknton,)  have  submitted  propor- 
tions intended  to  carry  out  the  President's  re- 
commendation, differing  somewhat  in  detail, 
but  both  founded  on  the  prinoifde  of  rejecting 
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bank  p^>er  alt<^ther  in  the  operations  of  the 
Oovemment,  even  thongh  immediatelj  convert- 
ible into  specie,  and  issued  by  banlu  of  nnqnes- 
tionable  solidity.  Both  contemplate,  as  does 
the  recommendation  of  the  President,  a  thorough 
revolution  in  the  policy  and  practice  of  the 
GoTernment.  From  the  ori^  of  the  GoTem- 
meut  it  has  1>een  the  practice  of  the  Treasury 
Department  to  treat  the  notes  of  specie-paying 
banks  as  equivalent  to  specie ;  and  the  joint 
resolution  of  1816  expressly  placed  bank  notes 
oonvwtible  into  specie  on  the  same  footing  with 
qiecie,  in  the  fiscal  transadions  of  the  Govem- 
ment.  It  is  true  that,  under  the  construction 
given  to  that  act  by  the  law  officer  of  the  Ctov- 
emmeut,  the  late  President  of  the  United  States 
OMised  an  order  to  be  issued  requiring  p^rments 
for  public  lands  to  be  made  in  gold  and  silver 
alone,  still  leaving  the  other  branch  of  the  rev- 
enue (the  customs)  to  be  collected  as  heretofore, 
in  the  notes  of,  or  checks  on,  specie-paying 
banks.  That  order  was  understood  at  the  time 
to  be  issued  for  objects  purely  of  a  temporary 
nature,  and  as  such  it  may  have  been  a  salutary 
measure.  But  its  continuance  as  a  part  of  the 
permanent  poliov  of  the  Government  was  al- 
most unanimously  repudiated  by  the  voice  of 
the  representatives  or  the  people  and  of  the 
States. 

Yon  well  remember,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
discussions  to  which  this  subject  gave  rise,  dur- 
ing the  last  session  of  Congress,  terminated  in 
the  passage  of  a  bill,  by  overwhelming  minor- 
ities of  both  Houses,  distinctly  rea£Srming  the 
pirinciple  of  the  point  reeolation  of  1816,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  receivability  of  the  notes  of  specie- 
paying  banks,  and  oontaimng  also  the  signifi- 
cant proviaon  that,  in  future,  no  discrimination 
should  be  made  between  the  different  branches 
of  tho  revenue,  as  to  the  medium  in  which  they 
were  to  be  pud.  This  bill  received  the  votes 
of  nine-tentns  of  the  members  of  this  House, 
and  near  three-fourths  of  the  bther.  Still  it 
did  not  become  a  law.  The  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  arrested  in  the  ordinary 
and  regular  course,  and  which  alone  prevented 
it  from  being  now  the  law  of  the  land,  are  fresh 
in  the  recollection  of  the  country.  I  will  not 
speak  of  them,  tor  it  is  my  sincere  wish  to  keep 
ont  of  the  present  discussion  every  thing  which 
may  awaken  unpleasant  feelings.  But  this  I 
will  say,  that  no  act  of  legidation  was  ever  the 
subject  of  a  more  watchful  scrutiny,  in  the  va- 
rious stages  of  its  progress ;  few,  if  any,  have 
ever  met  a  fuller  discussion,  or  a  more  delib- 
erate consideration ;  ncnie,  within  my  experience, 
have  ever  received  a  more  unanimous  and  em- 
phatic assent  of  the  bodies  by  which  it  was 
passed.  The  country,  too,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
aUe  to  learn,  (and  I  have  not  been  an  inatten- 
tive observer  of  the  evidence  of  public  senti- 
ment on  the  subject,)  has  responded  with  a 
general  voice  of  approbation  to  the  decision  of 
Congress,  and  waimly  and  cordially  sustained 
it.  It  is  that  measure,  thus  doubly  sanctioned, 
with  some  modifications  suited  to  the  change 


of  circumstances,  that  I  beg  leave  to  re-present 
as  a  compliance  with  the  ^1  of  the  President 
on  Congress  for  further  legislation,  believing  it 
to  be  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion, 
as  well  as  useful  and  salutary  in  its  general 
operation  on  the  currency. 

The  principles  of  that  bill  were  these :  It  de- 
clared that  the  public  dues  should  be  collected 
in  specie,  or  in  tbe  notes  of  specie-paying  banks, 
under  certuu  restrictions  m  regard  U>  small 
notes,  which  were  intended  to  promote  the  sup- 
pression (ultimately  but  gradually)  of  all  notes 
under  twenty  dollars ;  and  it  further  provided, 
as  I  have  already  stated,  that,  in  ftitnre,  no  dis- 
crimination should  be  made  between  the  differ- 
ent branches  of  the  revenue,  as  to  the  funds  in 
which  they  were  receivable.    These  principles 
are  incorporated  in  the  bill  I  now  ask  leave  to 
present,  and  in  the  very  language  in  which  they 
stood  in  the  bill  of  last  session.    The  modifica- 
tions of  that  bill  which  I  have  made  with  refer- 
ence to  existing  circumstances  afe  these :  In  con- 
templation of  the  contingency  (now  highly  prob- 
able) of  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  i  Lave  in- 
troduced an  .alternative  clause,  declaring  that, 
in  addition  to  specie  and  the  notes  of  specie- 
paying  banks,  the  public  dues  may  be  collected 
"  in  any  other  medium  specially  authorized  by 
law."    The  other  modification  has  relation  to 
the  great  desideratum  of  an  early  resumption 
of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  and  oondsts 
in  a  proviso  that  "  the  notes  of  no  bank  which 
now  fails,  or  may  hereafter  fail,  to  redeem  its 
notes  in  specie,  shall,  at  any  time,  be  received 
in  discharge  of  the  public  dues,  unless  such 
bank  shall,  on  or  before  a  given  day,  have  btma 
fide  resumed  payment  in  specie."    The  object 
of  this  proviso  is  to  designate  a  fixed  period 
for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks,  which  may  serve  as  a  rallying  point  to 
them  all,  and  produce  that  concert  ana  harmo- 
ny of  movement,  without  which  this  most  de- 
sirable end  cannot  be  accomplished.    There 
will  be  no  difficnlty,  I  think,  from  the  data  al- 
ready in  our  possession,  or  easily  attunable,  in 
fixing  that  period  onderstandingly  and  Jndi- 
ciou^y.    The  mere  designation  of  a  day  by 
Congress  will,  itself,  be  powerfully  operative  in 
effecting  the  result  we  aim  at.    You  doubtless 
recollect,  Mr.  President,  what  was  the  effect 
produced  by  a  similar  proceeding  in  1816-'17. 
By  the  joint  resolution  of  April,  181  iS,  the  SOUi 
of  February  following  was  fixed  as  the  day  ftr 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 
The  banks  themselves  determined,  in  a  formal 
convention  held  for  the  purpose,  not  to  resume 
until  the  1st  day  of  July,  1817 ;  but  the  firm 
adherence  of  Congress  to  their  original  resolu- 
tion forced  the  dwks  to  yield,  and  they  finaHy 
and  simultaneously  resumed  specie  paynients 
on  the  20th  February,  1817,  the  day  indicated 
by  the  act  of  Congress.    I  have,  Mr.  President, 
spoken  of  this  matter  in  reference  to  the  parti- 
cular circumstances  of  the  crisis,  and  what  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  the  pressing  and  paramount 
object  to  which  the  attention  of  evei7  patriotio 
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legislator  ought  to  be  directed  at  the  ■present 
moment— M  early  reanmption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  baiiks.  But,  lookiiig  at  it  in  a 
brosder  and  more  general  point  of  Tiew,  I  ask, 
sir,  npon  what  principle  of  repnblican  govern- 
ment is  it  that  the  Qovermnent  cud  be  jnstified 
in  drawing  a  line  between  itself  and  the  people 
—in  eaj'ing  there  shall  be  one  onrrency  for  the 
GoTemment  and  its  officers,  and  another  for 
the  great  body  of  the  commnnity — ^that  the  bet- 
ter currency  diaU  be  for  the  governors,  and  the 
Iwer  currency  for  the  governed  f  Snoh  I  have 
shown  must  be  the  efTect  of  demanding  the  pub- 
lic does  in  gold  and  silver  excladvely,  vhile  the 
great  mass  of  the  circulation  shall  consist  of 
basii  pt^r.  Sir,  I  hove  always  been  tanght 
to  believe — my  honorable  colleague  and  myself 
learned  it  from  the  bill  of  rights  of  onr  own 
State  as  soon  as  we  were  capable  of  reading — 
that  a  common  interest  between  the  governors 
and  the  governed  is  a  ftindamental  prmciple  of 
free  institutions,  and  that  the  best  means  of  "  re- 
etrtuning  the  former  from  oppression  is  to  make 
tbem  feel  uid  participate  in  the  burdens  of  the 
latter."  Let  Uie  €k)vemment  share  the  same 
bte  with  the  citizen,  and  yon  give  it  the  strong- 
est of  all  motives  to  watch  over  the  general  in- 
terests. On  the  other  hand,  place  it  in  a  po- 
rtion different  from  that  of  the  great  body  of 
the  community,  especially  in  so  vital  a  matter 
as  that  of  its  revenue  and  pecnniaiT'  snpport, 
and  you  make  it  at  once  callous  and  indifferent 
to  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  and  even  give 
it  an  interest  to  perpetuate  those  sufferings. 
Ton  destroy  all  sympathy  on  the  part  of  uie 
Gorenmieat  with  the  people,  and  yon  alienate 
the  confidence  and  affections  of  the  people  fh>m 
the  Government. 

What,  sir,  is  at  this  moment  the  ungracious 
ittitade  in  which  the  Government  is  placed  tow- 
ods  the  people  ?  Ita  officers  and  contractors 
M  paid  m  gold  and  silver,  or  in  Treasury 
drafts  made  receivable  in  Recharge  of  public 
^es,  and  therefore  nearly  equivalent  to  gold 
ad  alrer,  while  the  community  at  large  are 
l^to  conduct  their  business  as  they  may,  in 
<o  irredeemable  paper  corrency.  Does  not 
thia  (»erate  as  a  virtual  increase  of  the  salaries 
of  pnblio  officers,  iu  tlte  midst  of  general  dis- 
tnaa  affecting  ^  the  rest  of  the  community  f 
^  ^Id  and  silver  which  they  receive  is  at  a 
paninm  of  ten  or  twelve  per  cent.,  and  the 
"easnry  drifts  at  seven  or  eight  per  cent.,  above 
j^e  actual  and  common  onrrency  of  the  country. 
This  premium  is,  I  repeat^  an  addition  of  so 
iMch  to  the  amount  of  their  salaries ;  for,  in  a 
practical  sense,  there  has  as  yet  been  no  depre- 
«*tioa  in  the  value  of  current  bank  notes. 
^ej  pass  for  as  much  in  the  ordinary  business 
of  life — in  the  payment  of  debts,  in  the  pnr- 
diase  of  necessaries  and  conveniences,  of  what- 
•jw  is  worn,  drank,  or  eaten — as  thejr  ever  did. 
Ihe  preminm,  then,  which  the  pnbuo  officers 
•ad  contractors  obtdn  on  their  gold  and  silver, 
"od  Treasury  drafts,  is  so  much  clear  gain  to 
'W.  And  at  whose  expense  is  it  acquired  f 
Y0L.XIIL— 84 


Is  it  not  at  that  of  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
the  ultimate  taxpayers  and  supporters  of  the 
Government.  I>oee  any  one  suppose  that  the 
importing  merchant,  who  has  to  give  ten  or 
twelve  per  cent,  for  the  gold  and  silver,  and 
seven  or  eight  per  cent  for  the  Treasury  drafts, 
with  which  he  pays  his  duties  to  the  Govern- 
ment, does  not  add  an  equal  amount,  with  tha 
usual  profit  upon  it,  to  the  price  of  his  goods? 
It  is,  then,  the  consumer  at  last,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  great  body  of  the  peopl^  who  are 
subject  to  increased  taxation  for  the  benefit  of 
the  office-holder  and  the  contractor. 

Sir,  this  is  a  state  of  things  which  I  do  not 
wish  to  see  peipetnated.  It  is  contrary  to  the 
genius  and  fondamental  principles  of  onr  repab-  * 
fican  system.  Of  all  schemes  of  policy  I  oaa 
conceive,  that  which  proposes  a  permanent  dis* 
tinction  between  the  Government  and  the  peo- 
ple in  their  pecuniary  interests — one  currency, 
and  that  the  better  one,  for  the  Government, 
and  another,  and  inferior  currency,  for  the  peo* 
pie — such  a  system  of  discrimination  is,  to  my 
mind,  of  all  others,  the  most  iqjarions  and  re- 
volting in  principle,  the  most  heartiess  in  char- 
acter, and  the  most  despotic  in  its  tendencies. 
It  is  like  quartering  the  Govemmmt,  as  s 
foreign  enemy,  on  the  heart  of  the  country. 
Yon  intrench  it  behind  a  fix>wniDg  fortification, 
surround  it  with  batUements,  and  lay  the  coun- 
try, far  and  near,  under  contribution  for  tho 
snpport  of  this  garrison  of  office-holders.  Des- 
olation and  oppression  are  without,  while  the 
tenants  of  the  citadel  are  revelling  in  luxury 
and  profuraon  within.  I  am  not  willing,  for 
one,  to  see  the  Government  of  my  country 
placed  in  this  antisocial,  if  not  belligerent,  at- 
titnde  towards  the  people.  I  am  not  willing 
that  this  favored  lana,  to  which  the  nations  of 
the  earth  are  looking  for  a  successful  example 
of  the  practical  enjoyment  of  free  institutions, 
should  exhibit  such  a  spectacle  of  inequality 
and  oppression  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

ICuch  reliance,  Mr.  President,  has  been  plac- 
ed on  the  popular  catch-word  of  divorcing  the 
Government  from  all  connection  with  banks. 
Nothing  is  more  delusive  and  treaoheroas  than 
catch- words.  How  often  has  the  revered  name 
of  liberty  been  invoked,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
g^obe,  and  every  age  of  the  world,  to  disguise 
and  sanctify  the  most  heartless  despotism.  Let 
us  beware  that,  in  attempting  to  divorce  the 
Government  from  all  connection  with  banks,  we 
do  not  end  with  divorcing  the  Government 
from  the  people.  As  long  as  the  people  shall 
be  satisfied  u  their  transactions  with  each 
other,  with  a  sound  convertible  paper  medinm, 
with  a  dne  proportion  of  the  precious  metals 
forming  the  oasis  of  that  medium,  and  mingled 
in  the  current  of  circulation,  why  shoold  the 
Government  r^ect  altogether  this  onrrenqr  of 
tiie  people,  in  the  operations  of  the  pnblio 
Treasury  !  If  this  currency  be  good  enough  for 
the  masters,  it  onght  to  be  so  for  the  servants. 
If  the  Government  sternly  r^eot,  for  its  nsee^ 
the  general  medinm  of  ezdhange  adcqpted  bj 
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the  commnnity,  is  it  not  thereby  isoUted  from 
the  general  wants  and  business  of  the  oonntrj, 
in  rdation  to  this  ^^reat  concern  of  the  curren- 
cy ?  Do  yon  not  give  it  a  e^arate,  if  not  hos- 
tile, interest,  and  thus,  in  enect,  produce  a  di- 
vorce between  GoTemment  and  people? — a 
result,  of  all  others,  to  be  most  deprecated  in  a 
repablioan  system. 

We  have  been  told,  Mr.  President,  of  the  em- 
barrassments and  inconveniences  to  which  the 
Government  is  exposed,  by  receiving  its  rev- 
enues in  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver,  in  snch 
an  event  as  has  now  overtaken  the  country  and 
involved  it  in  general  distress.  For  one,  sir,  I 
cannot  respond  to  this  appeal.    I  do  not  desu^ 

*to  see  the  Government  placed  in  a  position 
that  would  exempt  it  from  embarrassment  when 
the  people  are  embarrassed.  Would  it  give  any 
satisfaction  to  a  patriotic  mind,  in  the  present 
calamitous  condition  of  the  country,  to  see 
treasures  of  gold  and  silver  ponring  into  the 
coffers  of  the  Government,  while  the  people  are 
suffering  all  the  evils  of  an  irredeemable  and 
depreciating  paper  currency?  For  myself  I 
am  free  to  say,  that  neither  as  a  citizen  nor  as  a 
representative,  having  it  in  my  power,  if  I 
would,  to  participate,  in  some  degree,  in  these 
peculiar  advantages  of  the  Government,  could 
snch  a  state  of  things  minister  the  slightest 
gratification  to  me.  No,  sir,  my  heart  disowns 
the  thought.  So  far  from  it,  the  contrast 
would  be  but  a  new  feature  added  to  the  mor- 
tifying and  distressed  condition  of  the  country, 
and  casting  reproach  npon  our  institutions, 

.  which  admitted  such  an  unnatural  and  anti-re- 
pnblioan  inequality.  If  any  thing  could  make 
your  Government  a  callous  and  incufferent  spec- 
tator of  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  refbnng  a 
helping  hand  to  their  relief  and  "mocldng 
when  their  fear  oometh  on,"  it  would  be  to 
place  it  in  a  position  like  this.  No,  sir;  when- 
ever the  people  suffer  embarrassment,  embar- 
rassment should  be  felt  by  the  Government, 
that  it  may  be  stimulated,  through  experience 
of  the  common  suffering^to  do  all  it  can  to  pre- 
vent or  relieve  that  suffering.  I  am  for  hold- 
ing the  Government  in  all  things  to  a  common 
fate  with  the  people,  so  that  whatever  touches 
the  one  shall  be  immediately  felt  by  the  other. 
Let  the  condition  of  the  Grovemment  answer  to 
the  condition  of  the  people,  so  that  the  conduct 
and  policy  of  the  one  may,  with  equal  fidelity, 
reflect  the  interests  and  sentiments  of  the  other. 
This,  sir,  is  the  principle  which  has  always 
gnided  my  views  in  regard  to  the  great  question 
of  the  currency.  No  one  desires  a  soond  re- 
form of  the  currency  more  than  I  do ;  but  I 
wish  to  improve  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
as  well  as  of  the  Government.  I  desire  to  see 
a  large  infbsion  of  the  precious  metals  into  the 
gena«l  circulation  and  business  of  the  country, 
and  not  a  monopoly  of  them  by  the  Govern- 
ment. This  great  oljeot  can  be  effected  only 
by  the  suppression  of  bank  notes  of  the  lower 
denominations,-  and  not  by  demanding  gold  and 
«lver  alone  in  payment  of  dues  to  the  Govern- 


ment   Let  all  notes  under  twenty  doUsn )» 
gradually  suppressed,  and  yoa  wiQ  hare  la 
abundance  of  gold  and  silver  in  oommon  dreg- 
lation,  passing  from  hand  to  hand  in  Uie  com- 
mon business  of  society.    That  will  be  a  aalih 
tary  and  beneficent  reform,  ennring  to  th«  ad- 
vantage of  the  great  body  of  the  people  u  veil 
as  of  the  Government ;  and  when  it  shall  hiTt 
been  accomplished,  when  gold  and  Bilrer  diaS 
thus  have  become  the  common  carrency  of  the 
country,  yon  may,  without  hardship  or  iajii- 
tioe,  demand  payment  of  the  public  dues  in  tin 
precious  mettus.    But  this  most  desirable  nmlt 
— the  general  circulation  of  gdd  and  silver  ii 
the  common  business  of  life — ^never  caa  Im 
effected  (as  I  think  I  have  full^  shown  on  n- 
other  occasion)  without  a  previous  snppreiaaa 
of  bank  notes  of  the  lower  denominatioos.  la 
every  scheme  of  reforming  the  currency,  irhidi 
looks  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  as  weQ  as  ot 
the  Government,  this  is  the  great  point  to  b« 
aimed  at.    It  was  the  leading  object  of  (he 
measure  I  brought  forward  during  the  last  eee- 
sion  of  Congress,  and  which  then  received  the 
almost  unanimous  sanction  of  this  Hoaae,  and 
the  assent  of  a  large  majority  of  th«  other, 
though,  from  causes  to  which  I  hate  already 
alluded,  it  failed  to  become  a  law.  The  bum 
measure,  in  all  its  essential  principles,  I  no* 
again  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  President,  rir,  in  his  MeM^ge,  tells  m 
that  the  requisition  of  gold  and  silver  in  piT* 
ment  of  the  public  dues  would  have  "a  diw* 
tendency  to  produce  a  wide  circulation  of  the 
precious  metals,  to  increase  the  safety  of  buu 
paper,  and  to  improve  the  general  cnrraicj. 
I  desu«  to  treat  the  opinions  of  the  Prefldent 
with  all  possible  respect — a  respect  felt  iKte 
for  the  individnal  and  the   magistrate;  but 
unless  I  have  wholly  misconceived  the  demah 
taxj  principles  which  belong  to  this  subject, « 
well  as  their  obvious  practical  operation,  it  b 
impossible  to  sustain  any  one  of  these  poritioi* 
How,  sir,  can  the  collection  of  the  reTenaein 
gold  and  silver  tend  "to  widen  the  circnlatiM 
of  the  precious  metals  t"    It  is  awell-kDO« 
and  invariable  law  of  currency,  that  bank  noW 
and  coins  of  the  same  denomination  cannot  cir- 
culate together.    It  is  in  vain,  then,  to  atteaipt 
to  widen  the  circulation  of  gold  and  silyef  ^ 
any  other  means  than  by  tne  sappresiion  « 
bank  notes  of  the  lower  denoniinations.   Boti 
not  now  to  dwell  on  this  view  of  the  *ola«^ 
(which  I  have  fully  developed  and  enforced 
elsewhere,)  I  maintein  that  tiie  collection  of 
public  revenue  in  gold  and  silver,  while  wc 
common  currency  of  the  coontry  consJsUoi 
bank  paper,  instead  of  widening  the  circalabon 
of  tliose  metals,  would  have  the  effect  of  taloBS 
them  out  of  general  olrcalation  altogetlitf.   ^ 
the  remarks  I  have  already  made,  I  think  » 
has  been  satisfactorily  shown  that  the  neoeaui] 
effect  of  this  policy  would  be  to  cause  goM  *w 
silver  to  bear  a  premium.     Bearing  a  ]»«niiisi, 
they  would  not  circulate  as  oorrenoy  at  ill,  ^ 
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would  b«  at  onoe  converted  into  an  article  of 
merchandise.  The  public  debtor  would  buy 
them  of  the  broker  to  pay  his  dae«  to  the 
QoTemmeut ;  and  when  paid  out  to  the  public 
creditor,  he  would  go  and  sell  them  again  to 
the  broker.  Instead  of  entering  into  ciroula- 
tioo,  all  of  them  that  were  seen  would  be  re- 
stricted to  this  narrow  round  of  trafBo,  while 
tiie  great  mass  of  them  would  be  withdrawn 
firom  public  view  as  well  as  use. 

Then,  sir,  as  to  the  tendency  of  this  policy  to 
"  increase  the  safety  of  bank  paper  " — would 
yon  increase  the  safety  of  bank  paper  by  ab- 
stracting the  fond  for  its  redemption?  Tet 
such  would  be  the  plain  operation  of  this  policy. 
Tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  referred  to 
the  cmdition  of  the  Treasury  in  1834,  as  afford- 
ing a  general  average  to  illustrate  the  operatimi 
flf  tiie  new  financiu  system  he  proposes.  In 
looking  at  the  Treasury  statements  for  that 
year,  I  find  that  the  average  amount  of  public 
moneys  on  deposit  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
during  that  year,  was  about  five  millions,  while 
the  wh<de  amount  of  specie  in  the  banks  of  the 
oty  was  about  two  millions.  Taking  this  as  a 
fidr  average  for  that  city,  what  would  be  the 
inflaeiice  of  this  new  policy  of  collecting  the 
pablio  dues  in  gold  and  silver,  on  the  safety  of 
bank  paper  there  f  Where  would  you  get  the 
five  millions  of  specie  to  meet  this  £mand 
for  the  public  revenue  ?  It  is  evident  the 
beoks  would  be  drained  by  it  of  their  stock  of 
the  predona  metals,  and  the  oommnni^  would 
thus  be  deprived  of  the  security  on  which  they 
relied  for  we  soimdness  of  the  bank  paper  hdd 
by  them.  The  "  improvement  of  the  general 
eorrency,"  then,  which  the  Prendent  anticipates 
as  tite  result  of  the  policy  he  proposes,  would, 
unless  the  principles  heretofore  receivM  as  in- 
contestable truths  on  the  subject  of  the  curren- 
cj  be  utter  fallacies,  amount  to  this,  that  the 
precioi»  metals  would  no  l<wger  form  a  part  of  the 
general  oironlation ;  that  they  would  cease  to 
be  currency,  and  become  mere  articles  of  mer- 
ehandlse,  to  be  obtained  only  at  a  premium, 
and  that  the  specie  bans,  on  which  the  sound- 
ness and  safety  of  bank  paper  so  munly  depend, 
would  henceforward,  to  a  great  extent,  be 
withdrawn  and  monopolized  by  the  Qovem- 
ment. 

The  measure  which  I  now  offer  to  the  con- 
ridwation  of  the  Senate,  and  which  received 
the  almost  unanimous  sanction  of  both  Houses 
ti  Congress  at  the  last  session,  is  the  result  of 
these  views.  Permit  me,  for  a  few  moments, 
to  inqmre  what  would  be  its  practical  effects 
on  the  general  condition  of  the  currency,  if  the 
poBey  te  holds  oat  ritould  be  carried  into  full 
effect  by  the  co-operation  of  the  States  and  the 
Ckneral  Government,  as  I  think  it  would  be  if 
sustained  here.  It  contemplates  the  gradual 
•oppression,  after  given  periods,  of  all  bank 
Botee  nndw  ftn  and  twenty  dollars  respectively. 
SapfOKO^  this  last  limit  attained,  how  would 
.  the  eorreney  of  the  country  then  stand  under 
ita  (^MiatioBt    According  to  »  calculation  I 


submitted  last  winter,  founded  on  authentic 
data,  it  would  in  that  case  be  constituted  nearly 
as  the  currency  of  England  is,  that  is,  nearly 
one-half  of  the  precious  metals,  and  the  residue 
of  convertible  paper.  Would  not  such  a  con- 
stitution of  the  currency  as  this  accommodate  all 
the  wants  of  the  community  ?  What  are  the 
real  wants  of  the  country  in  regard  to  curren- 
cy t  To  have>  a  sound,  staple,  and  convenient 
medium  of  circulation,  for  ordinary  and  local 
purposes ;  and  for  occasional  and  more  extend- 
ed use,  a  medium  which,  in  addition  to  these 
fundamental  properties,  shall  be  substantifdly 
of  imiform  value  throughout  the  whole  country. 
Now,  for  the  first  description  of  uses  there 
could  be  no  better  currency  than  the  policy  of 
this  bill  would  give  us.  There  woud  be  an 
abundance  of  gold  and  silver  in  circulation  for 
the  great  mass  of  ordinary  and  daily  transac- 
tions, while,  for  large  payments  and  remittan- 
ces, we  should  enjoy  the  conveniences  of  a 
sound,  convertible  paper  medium.  In  regard 
to  those  distant  uses  which  call  for  a  medium 
of  general  and  uniform  credit,  the  occasions  of 
them  are  either  travelling  or  remittances.  But 
for  travelling,  there  could  be  no  medium  of 
more  uniform  and  general  credit  than  the  gold 
coins,  which,  in  the  case  supposed,  could  always 
be  had  without  diflScnlty,  while  they  would  at 
the  same  time  be  perfectly  portable  and  con- 
venient. As  to  distant  remittances,  they  are 
hardly  ever  made  in  money  of  any  sort,  bat  are 
effected  through  drafts  and  bills  of  exchange ; 
and  when  the  local  currencies  within  their  re- 
spective spheres  shall  be  nused  to  par  with  spe- 
cie, the  rates  of  exchange,  with  the  advantages 
of  so  portable  a  currency  as  gold  to  adjust  ^- 
anoes  between  the  States,  woud  be  next  to  noth- 
ing— certainly  as  cheap  as  it  has  ever  been 
under  the  re^me  of  a  national  bank. 

Among  the  most  important  advantages  of 
such  a  constitntion  of  the  currrency  as  is  con- 
templated by  this  bill,  are  the  substantial  secu- 
rities it  woidd  afford  against  the  peculiar  dan- 
gers and  evils  of  the  banking  system.  Those 
evils  are,  a  tendency  to  over-issues  of  paper, 
fluctuations  in  the  quantity  of  currency  and  in 
the  value  of  property  as  effected  by  them,  and 
the  liability  to  a  suspension  of  specie  payments. 
The  suppression  of  the  small  notes  womd  ope- 
rate, in  two  ways,  to  check  over-issues.  In 
bringing  a  larger  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  in- 
to circulation,  it  would,  of  course,  diminish  in 
the  same  proportion  the  issues  of  paper  to  form 
a  part  of  the  circulation.  The  number  of  is- 
suers, too,  would  be  diminished ;  for,  the  small 
note  circmation  being  a  considerable  source  of 
profit,  its  suppression  would  take  away  one 
efficient  motive  to  the  multiplication  of  banks. 
Then  as  to  fluctuations  in  the  amount  of  the 
currency,  and  the  often  ruinous  fluctuations 
that  ensue  in  the  value  of  property,  this  evil  ia 
greatly  increased  by  the  fact  that,  in  the  exist- 
ing state  of  the  currency  in  thin  country,  when- 
ever an  ui^vorable  balance  of  trade  creates  a 
drain  on  the  banks  for  specie,  having  no  metuis 
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of  rccrnitiog  their  supply  bat  from  abroad,  for 
ever;'  dollai'  of  specie  tnat  is  drawn  from  them, 
they  are  forc^  to  draw  in  their  own  oircnla- 
tion  to  three  or  foor  times  the  amomit.  Bnt 
when  the  domestic  channels  are  filled  with  gold 
and  silver,  as  thej  would  be  if  the  small  notes 
were  suppressed,  the  banks,  being  always  able 
to  replace  whatever  specie  is  drawn  from  them, 
by  a  foreign  drain,  with  an  equal  quantity  ob- 
tained in  the  country,  their  circulation  remains 
comparatively  steady.  The  same  circumstance, 
enabling  the  banks  to  meet  any  sadden  nm  up- 
on them  by  a  prompt  reinforcement  of  their  re- 
sources, obviates  the  danger  of  a  suspension  of 
q)ecie  payments,  and  renders  such  a  contingen- 
cy next  to  impossible.  If  all  bank  notes  under 
twenty  dollars  had  been  suppressed,  who,  for 
example,  could  suppose  that,  filled  as  the  chan- 
nels of  circulation  would  in  that  case  have  been 
with  gold  and  silver,  and  the  quantity  of  bank 
paper  comparatively  small,  the  banks  of  this 
country  would,  in  the  late  pressure,  have  been 
OompeUed  to  suspend  specie  payments  ? 

The  system  of  policy,  then,  proposed  by  this 
bin,  if  carried  into  fall  execution,  would  secure  to 
the  country  a  sound,  stable,  convenient,  and  sub- 
stantially uniform  current^— oonsisting  nearly 
one-half  of  coin  for  the  dedly  and  ordinary  transac- 
tions of  life,  and  the  residue  of  sound  convertible 
paper,  for  large  operations  and  commercial  pur- 
poses. 'Without  depriving  the  community  of 
any  of  the  advantages  of  the  banking  system,  it 
would  obviate  the  danger  and  cure  the  evils 
incident  to  that  enrstem.  But  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Oaisous^  while  acknowl- 
edging the  hign  importance  of  the  reform  con- 
templated by  the  bill,  objects  that  the  means 
proposed  for  its  accomplishment  are  inefficient. 
If  that  gentleman  be  right  in  supposing  tliat 
the  credit  of  bank  paper  is  owing  to  its  receiv- 
ability  in  payment  or  the  public  duee^  which, 
he  says,  operates  as  a  general  endorsation  of  it 
by  the  Government,  then  surely  the  meanspro- 
posed  by  the  bill  are  not  inefficient,  what 
more  powerful  inducements  could  be  addressed 
to  the  banks  to  conform  their  issues  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  than  the  annunciation  toat, 
if  they  did  not  do  so,  the  Government  would 
withhold  from  them  that  whicii,  according  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Senator  from  South  Oarolma, 
alone  ^ves  credit  to  their  paper  ?  But,  with- 
out agreeing  with  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina in  the  extent  to  which  he  carries  his 
views  of  the  credit  of  bank  paper  being  solely 
derived  from  its  reoeivabihty  by  the  Govern- 
ment, I  still  believe  that  the  sanctions  of  this 
bill,  though  I  have  never  supposed  them  suffi- 
cient of  tnemselves  to  folly  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject, would  exert  a  very  considerable  influence 
on  the  conduct  of  the  banks.  It  mnst  not  be 
forgotten  that  the  means  proposed  by  this  bill 
are  the  very  means  employed  by  the  Joint  res- 
olution of  1816,  to  bring  the  banks  back  to  spe- 
de  payments  on  that  occasion,  and  which,  not- 
withstanding til*  previously  declared  determi-  i 
nation  of  the  banks  to  the  contrary,  did  bring  | 


them  back  to  specie  payments  on  the  day  fixed 
by  that  resolution.  The  same  means,  too,  were 
employed  with  success  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  1816,  to  induce  tlie  banks  to  re- 
ceive Treasury  notes  (which  had  sustained  a 
considerable  depreciation)  at  par,  though  they 
had  before  refused  to  receive  them  either  ia 
payment  or  on  deposit. 

One  of  the  most  alarming  and  portentoos 
aspects  of  this  Bnl>-Treasnry  scheme  still  re- 
mains to  be  conddered.  To  my  view  it  has  a 
squinting,  an  "  awful  souinting,"  to  wards  a  Treas- 
ury bank — a  bank  nnaer  the  sovereign  and  ex- 
clusive control  of  Executive  agents.  It  appean 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury that  the  contemplated  fiscal  agencies  are  to 
ftirnish  ''  a  paper  modinm  "  for  the  community, 
by  "  issuing  certificates  and  drafts  payable  in 
specie  to  bearer  or  order,  and  made  receivable 
for  all  public  dues."  After  descanting  on  the 
advantages  of  "  this  kind  of  paper,"  he  says : 
"  If  the  demand  for  such  paper  increased,  pub- 
lic and  private  convenience  might  be  promoted, 
and  an  equal  Quantity  of  specie,  at  the  same 
time,  preserved  in  the  ooontry,  by  reserving 
for  this  purpose,  from  any  accnmulation  in  the 
Treasury,  a  sufficient  sum,  and  planng  it  at  a 
few  important  and  convenient  points,  to  render 
a  greater  number  of  certificates  redeemable 
there  with  the  very  coin  whose  representative 
they  are  intended  and  honestly  oi4;ht  to  be." 
These  views  of  the  Secretary  are  referred  to, 
and  impliedly  sanctioned,  by  the  President  in 
his  Message.  Now,  sir,  is  not  this  apparatus, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  Government  liank  I 
The  fundamental  idea  of  a  bank  is  an  institu- 
tion which  "  issues  and  circulates  a  paper  cred- 
it, founded  on  a  deposit  of  coin  or  other  prop- 
erty, which  paper  credit  is  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  money!"  This  project  fulfils  every 
feature  of  tlie  definition.  The  officers  of  the 
Government  are  to  issue  a  paper  credit  in  the 
form  of  certificates  and  drafts  founded  on  a  do- 
posit  of  specie  in  the  Treasury  and  sub-Treas- 
uries, which  paper  credit  is  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  money,  or  a  general  "  drcnlating  me- 
dium." It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence  that 
this  scheme  is  the  precise  embodying  of  the 
outline  given  by  General  Hamilton  in  1791,  of 
what  he  describes  and  avows  to  be  a  bank — a 
Government  bank.  Such,  I  believe,  is  the  ten- 
dency and  virtual  operation  of  the  sub-Treas- 
ury scheme. 

I  ask  gentlemen,  then,  if  they  ara  willing  to 
organize  a  great  moneyed  machine  like  thia^ 
and  put  it,  for  all  future  time,  in  the  hands  <d  th* 
Executive ;  if  they  are  willing,  in  the  form  ot 
a  fiscal  agency,  to  create  a  Treasury  bank,  with 
its  ramifications  penetrating  every  part  of  the 
Union,  to  be  maiiaged,  directed,  and  oontit^ed 
exclusively  by  Executive  agents  ?  To  my  mind 
it  presents  a  iiearfnl  conjunction — ^realizing  that 
umon  between  the  moneyed  and  fxditical  pow- 
er of  the  country,  which  reflecting  men  nare 
hitherto  conddered  the  most  fatal  of  all  deviaaa 
to  the  Ubwties  of  the  people.    I  have  reTolvei 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DliBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


878 


StflEMBM,  1887.] 


Kindt  )jfJt(mtg/or  Btwenue. 


[Sbiutb. 


the  subject  deeplj  and  anzionsl.r,  and  I  can  see 
bat  two  possible  issues  to  the  scheme  proposed. 
It  will  either  terminate  in  a  great  Treasury 
bank,  such  as  I  have  described,  affording  a 
fetal  accommodation  to  the  raonered  concerns  of 
the  country  at  the  expense  of  its  liberties,  or 
otherwise  faUiog  in  any  degree  to  relieve  the 
actual  derangement  of  the  currency — on  the 
contrary,  abandoning  that  currency  to  wild  dis- 
order and  confosion;  the  people,  finding  the 
inconyeniences  of  such  a  state  of  things  no 
longer  tolerable,  will,  with  a  voice  extorted  by 
tfaeir  sufferings,  call  for  a  national  regulator  in 
the  shape  of  an  incorporated  national  bank  I 
Either  alternative  iSj  to  my  mind,  fearftal  and 
alarming ;  but,  believing  one  or  the  other  to  be 
the  destined  result  of'  the  sclieme  proposed,  I 
entreat  gentlemen  to  pause  and  consider  well 
tbe  consequences  of  their  decision. 

I  recur  now,  Mr.  President,  to  the  Question 
more  particnlarly  involved  in  the  bill  I  ask 
leave  to  introduce.  I  think  I  have  shown,  sir, 
that  the  exaction  of  the  public  dues  in  gold  and 
silTer,  while  the  great  mass  of  the  circulation 
diall  consist  of  bank  paper,  would  be  oppressive 
in  practice ;  that  it  is  anti-republican  in  princi- 
ple, as  drawing  an  invidious  line  of  demarca- 
tion  between  uie  Government  and  people ;  and, 
especially,  that,  in  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  country,  it  would  indefinitely  retard,  if 
not  render  impossible,  that  resumption  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks  which  is  the  great  and 
urgent  object  of  the  public  solicitude.  In  con- 
sidering the  propositions  which  the  occasion 
has  brought  forth,  I  have  been  strongly  re- 
minded of  the  words  of  a  great  man — of  one 
bom  to  serve  and  instruct  mankind.  Speaking 
of  the  province  and  duties  of  a  practical  states- 
man, that  great  oracle  of  political  wisdom  says : 
"A  statesman  differs  from  a  professor  in  a  uni- 
versity. The  latter  has  only  the  general  view 
of  society ;  the  former  (the  statesman)  has  a 
numl>er  of  circumstances  to  combine  with  those 
eeneral  ideas,  and  to  take  into  consideration. 
tSrcnmstances  are  infinite,  and  infinitely  com- 
bined, variable,  and  transient;  and  he  who 
dares  not  take  them  into  consideration  is  not 
erroneous,  but  mad,  metaphysically  mad.  A 
statesman,  never  losing  sight  of  principles,  is  to 
be  guided  by  circumstances ;  and.  Judging  con- 
trary to  the  exigencies  of  the  moment,  may 
ndn  his  oountry  florever."  I  ask,  sir,  is '  this 
the  moment,  when  the  country  is  weak  and 
suffering,  to  subject  it  to  the  action  of  so  vio- 
lent a  remedy  (if  remedy  it  can  l>e  called)  as 
that  involved  in  the  proposition  to  collect  the 
revenues  in  gold  and  silver !  Does  it  show  a 
wise  regard  to  circumstances,  at  snch  a  mo- 
ment, when  that  credit  system,  under  which 
the  country  has  grown  up  to  power  and  great- 
ness, and  with  which,  for  the  present,  at  least, 
its  most  vital  interests  ore  identified — at  a  mo- 
ment when  that  credit  system,  thus  incorporat- 
ed with  the  country,  has  already  mstained  one 
I  of  the  severest  shoidn  to  which  it  has  ever 
been  exposed — is  it  wise  and  prudent,  I  say,  to 


introduce  an  Innovation  In  the  fiscal  policy  of 
the  Government,  which  aims  a  fatal  blow  at 
that  system,  and  all  the  wide-spread  and  divert 
sified  mterests  connected  with  it?  The  effect 
of  this  innovation,  at  the  present  moment,  must 
be,  as  I  have  already  shown,  to  fix  upon  the 
countiy,  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  the  curse 
of  an  irredeemable  and  depreciating  paper  cur- 
rency, or  otherwise  to  force,  violently  and  pre- 
maturely, an  excIuMve  metallic  drculation,  by 
compelling  the  banks  at  once  to  wind  np  their  con- 
cerns. But  what  would  be  the  consequence  of 
thus  compelling  the  banks  precipitately  to  wind 
up  their  affairs?  They  have  vastly  more  debts 
due  to  them  than  they  owe.  Compel  them, 
then,  to  wind  up,  and  you  turn  them  loose,  or 
rather  drive  them,  in  necessary  self-defence, 
upon  the  community.  According  to  the  most 
recent  and  authentic  statements  upon  the  sub- 

iect,  the  aggregate  amount  of  debts  due  to  the 
lanks  is  between  four  and  five  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Force  them  by  your  policy  to 
collect  this  vast  sum  from  the  community,  and 
what  a  wide-snread  scene  of  desolation,  em- 
bracingevery  class  of  the  community,  must  en- 
sue I  The  banks  will  press  upon  the  importing 
merchant,  the  importing  merchant  upon  the 
retail  trader,  and  the  latter  upon  his  customers 
— the  laborer,  the  mechanic,  and  the  farmer. 
If  the  result  of  this  desolating  process  should 
not  be,  in  the  language  of  Burke,  "  the  ruin  of 
the  country  forever,"  it  would  be,  at  least,  to 
inflict  upon  it,  causelessly  and  heedlessly,  a 
blow,  trom  which  recovery  could  be  effected 
only  through  long  years  of  suffering  and  dis- 
tress. 

I  stand  here,  Mr.  President,  as  no  advocate 
of  the  banking  system.  I  have  been  the  con- 
stant enemy  of  its  abuses,  the  correction  of 
which,  by  salutary  and  progressive  reforms,  I 
have  steadily  pursued,  without  aiming,  how- 
ever, at  the  destruction  of  the  system  itself^ 
which  the  country  has  chosen  to  adopt,  and 
under  which  it  has  hitherto  attidned  a  prosper- 
ity unparalleled  in  any  age  or  quarter  of  the 
world.  The  measure  I  now  offer  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate  is,  in  my  humble  Judg- 
ment, one  of  the  most  effective  reform.  I  have 
no  interest  whatever  in  banks.  I  do  not  own, 
never  have  owned,  and  never  expect  to  own  a 
single  share  of  stodc  in  any  bank,  nor  do  I  owe 
a  debt,  even  of  tlie  smallest  amount,  to  a  bank. 
I  mention  these  things,  not  because  I  oonld 
suppose  that  other  gentlemen,  who  might  hap- 
pen to  be  differently  sitoated,  conld,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  be  influenced  by  considera- 
tions of  this  sort.  I  deem  too  highly  of  the  pa^ 
triotism  of  my  fellow-citittns  not  to  believe 
them  above  all  personal  considerations,  as  I  un 
sure  all  with  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  be  oa- 
sociated  on  this  floor  are,  in  pronouncing  on 
great  pnblic  questions,  involving  the  interests 
of  the  conntty.  I  know,  however,  that  there 
are  ungenerous  minds,  which  impute  other 
principles  of  action  to  public  men;  and,  follow- 
ing the  example  of  tlie  flwator  from  Boutli 
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Carolina,  who  spoke  yesterday,  (Mr.  Oajmoxts,) 
I  have  thought  it  not  improper  to  state  what^ 
fh>in  the  nature  of  my  pursuits,  happens  to  he 
my  situation  in  this  respect  Those  pursuits 
identify  me  hy  interest,  as  my  feelings  and  tastes 
do  by  sympathy,  with  the  great  agricultural 
body  of  the  community.  I  am  under  no  bios 
to  regard  the  interest  of  other  pursuits  or  other 
classes  of  the  community,  except  as  I  believe 
that,  under  our  happy  institutions,  all  pursuits 
and  all  classes  are  blended  in  one  common  in- 
terest, and  must  prosper  or  decline  together. 
It  is  in  this  spirit,  looking  to  the  whole  country 
and  all  its  interests,  that  we  shall,  I  tmst,  dis- 
charge our  duties  here.  The  occasion  rises  far 
above  the  narrow  and  fleeting  interests  of  party, 
and  demands  the  best  exertions  of  all  for  the 
country.  The  measure  which  I  have  ventured 
to  offer  is  one  on  which  I  have  supposed  all 
parties  might  unite,  as  all  parties  have  hereto- 
fore united.  Its  effect,  I  persuade  myself,  will 
be  both  to  revive  confidence  and  to  furnish  se- 
oority;  and,  with  the  language  of  encourage- 
ment and  the  pledges  of  a  wise  and  stable  poli- 
cy, proceeding  from  the  national  councils  here, 
we  shall  soon  see  our  youthful  and  vigorous 
country  rising  from  her  momentary  prostration, 
and,  Ant«ens-like,  gathering  strengui  from  her 
fall. 

When  Mr.  RrvKs  condaded,  he  introduced 
his  bill ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 


Wedbisdat,  September  20. 
The  Great  Fire  in  Jfew  Yorl. 

Mr.  WmoRT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by 
the  great  conflagration  of  1886  in  the  city  of 
New  Yoric;  which  received  its  first  reading, 
and  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

[This  bill  provides  for  allowing  a  remission 
of  all  duties  already  paid  or  remaining  due,  on 
all  unbroken  and  entire  packages  of  goods  and 
merchandise  consumed  in  the  fire  of  New  York ; 
and  it  provides  for  a  proportionate  remismon  on 
paoka^s  which  had  been  opened  before  the  fire. 
Oommissioners  are  to  be  appointed,  consisting 
of  the  collectors  and  other  officers  in  New  York 
city,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  duties  paid  on  packages  destroyed 
by  the  fire,  the  names  and  residences  of  the 
sufferers,  the  amount  of  goods  destroyed,  &c. 
They  are  to  meet  iu  New  York,  and  take  testi- 
mony on  oath  respecting  these  particulars.  No 
eUim  to  be  entertained  which  shall  not  be  pre- 
sented to  the  commissioners  within  four  months 
of  the  opening  of  their  commissions.  The  com- 
missioners, on  the  completion  of  their  investi- 
gation, shiJl  make  out  their  statement  and  send 
ft  to  the  Secretary  of  the_  Treasury,  whose  duty 
It  shall  be  from  time  to  time  to  receive  and  ex- 
amine the  statements  of  claims  presented  and 
admitted  by  the  oommissionera,  and  which  shall 


be  subjected  to  his  approval  or  disapproval 
When  the  Secretary  of  uie  Treasury  shall  have 
made  known  his  determmation  upon  th«  claims 
presented,  then  the  commissioners  shall  make 
out  certificates  of  remission  according  to  the 
amount  remitted  to  the  several  merchants  and 
claimants,  and  these  certificates,  signed  by  the 
commissioners,  shall  be  received  by  the  cdlee- 
tors  and  others  as  money  in  payment  of  duties, 
&o.,  to  the  full  amount  of  tne  sums  remitted. 
It  is  provided,  however,  that  every  individual 
receiving  such  certificates  to  pass  in  paymeot 
of  bonds  and  dues,  &c.,  shall  give  security  in 
bond  and  penalty  to  pay  double  the  amount  of 
money  remitted,  with  interest,  if  it  should  ever 
appear  that  the  goods  on  which  the  remiaoon 
is  made  were  not  in  truth  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  commissioners  are  authorized  to  employ 
a  clerk,  whose  salary,  not  exceeding  $2,000, 
shall  be  determined  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.] 

Sub-Tre<uury  BiU. 

The  bill  imposing  additional  duties  on  public 
officers,  as  depo^taries  for  receiving  th«  public 
money,  was  tnen  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose,  and  moved  the  amend- 
ment of  which  be  had  given  notice  on  Monday 
he  should  offer  to  this  bill ;  which  having  been 
stated  to  the  Senate,  it  was,  at  the  instance  oi 
Mr.  Wbioht,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Calhoox, 
modified  to  read  as  follows,  the  passages  en- 
closed in  []  being  those  added  by  Mr.  W. 

"Sec.  —  Aitd  b»  it  furtker  enaeUd,  Thit  from 
■nd  after  the  first  day  or  January,  eighteen  bundled 
and  thirty-eight,  three-fourtlis  of  the  unonnt  due  to 
the  Government  for  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  poUk 
lands,  or  other  debts,  may  be  received  in  the  nota 
of  specie-paying  banlcs ;  uul  Uiat  from  and  after  the 
flist  day  of  January,  wghteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  one-half  may  be  so  received ;  and  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  Januaiy,  eighteen  bandied  and 
forty,  one-fourth ;  and  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  all  soms 
due  for  duties,  sales  of  public  lands,  or  other  dcMa 
to  the  Government,  [and  all  payments  to  the  QeDcnl 
Poet  Office  Department,  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and 
silver  coin  only,]  or  in  snch  notes,  bills,  or  ptpcn 
issued  under  ^e  authority  of  the  United  Stiiei,  m 
may  be  directed  to  be  received  by  law ;  [and  fitm 
and  after  the  fint  day  of  January,  eighteen  imiini 
and  forty-one,  all  officers  or  agents  engaged  in  tfae 
making  disbarsements  for  the  United  State*  or  Gcb- 
eral  Post  Office  Department,  shall  make  aH  their 
payments  in  gold  and  silver  only,  or  m  audi  notoi 
or  piqiers  as  shall  be  authorized  by  law ;  'and  any 
revenue  or  disbursing  officer  neglecting  so  to  do, 
shall  be  dismissed  from  his  office,  and  forfeit  all  com- 
pensation whidi  shall  then  be  due."] 

Mr.  NiLBS  then  rose  and  said :  He  ocmsidered 
the  subject,  viewed  in  all  its  bearings,  in  a  con- 
stitutional, financial,  and  politioal  aspect,  as 
one  of  great  importance,  not  inferior,  perhaps, 
to  any  which,  for  many  years  at  least,  has  occa- 
pied  the  attention  of  Congress.  It  was  oa«  to 
which  he  had  given  some  attention,  and  on 
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whioh  he  had  reflected  rnneh ;  yet  he  should 
not  probfibly  have  troubled  the  Senate  with  anj 
noisrks,  had  it  not  hem  for  the  observation 
of  his  distinguished  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Bms)  in  his  speech  yesterday.  That  Senatw, 
ia  simport  of  the  bill  which  he  had  introdnoed 
ft>r  designating  the  pablio  fimds,  which  was 
•nailar  in  its  provisions  to  the  bill  that  i>as8ed 
botit  Honses  of  Gongrees  last  session,  and  which 
he  (Mr.  N.)  and  other  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion then  sopported,  made  an  eloquent  ^>peal 
to  himself  and  others  to  come  oat  at  this  time 
in  support  of  his  present  bill,  or  show  good 
reaeons  why  they  coold  not  dp  so. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  would  respond  to  the  call ; 
he  ooold  not  support  the  gentleman's  bill,  but 
be  would  endeavor  to  give  his  reasons  why  he 
ooold  not.  He  last  session  gave  his  hearty  sup- 
port to  the  bill  referred  to,  which  passed  with 
great  unanimity.  He  did  so  because  he  consid- 
ered that  bill  as  containing  no  new  principle, 
and  only  carrying  out  what  was  then  the  estab- 
lished policy  of  the  Government;  it  left  the 
ftmds  receivable  Tor  the  revenue  as  they  were 
placed  by  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  but  con- 
tained some  provisions  intended  to  operate  as 
inducements  upon  the  State  banks  to  discon- 
tinne  the  issue  (^  notes  of  the  lower  denomina- 
tions. It  was  true  the  bill  superseded  the 
Treasury  circular ;  and  he  (Mr.  K.)  was  then 
disposed  to  do  that,  for  the  same  reasons  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  be  also  re- 
nrded  that  as  a  temporary  measure,  intended 
for  a  particular  emergency,  to  arrest  a  special' 
mischie£  But  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
Senator  in  the  opinion  that  the  failure  of  that 
tot,  and  the  oontmuance  of  the  Treasury  order, 
was  one  of  the  causes  which  had  contributed  to 
the  pecuniary  distress  of  the  country.  He  had, 
at  the  last  session,  supposed  that  the  exigency 
wbksh  bad  called  forth  the  order  had  pass^  off, 
bat  had  rinoe  become  satisfied  that  he  was  mis- 
taken. Such  had  been  the  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  Government,  and  the  monetary 
affairs  of  the  country,  that  h#  was  fully  per- 
suaded the  order  had  exerted  a  most  s^utary 
influence,  alike  favorable  to  the  Government 
and  to  the  country. 

It  baa  seoored  the  revenue  received  from  the 
pnblio  lands,  and  reinforced  the  Western  banks 
with  q>e<9e,  which  has  enabled  them  to  sustain 
themselves,  until  the  general  storm  came  upon 
them,  as  it  swept  over  the  whole  country.  But 
bad  it  not  been  for  the  operation  of  the  order, 
the  Western  banks  would  not  merely  have  sus- 
pended payment,  but  would  have  exploded 
months  before  they,  in  common  with  others. 
suspended  payments.  Another  good  effect  of 
the  continuance  of  the  order  was,  that  it  had 
drawn  q>ecie  from  the  banks  all  over  the  coun- 
try, and  thrown  it  into  oroulation  among  the 
people  in  the  Western  States,  where  he  under- 
stood more  specie  was  to  be  found  in  circular 
tioa  than  in  any  other  section  of  the  ITnion. 
And  the  specie  whieh  had  been  received  for 


the  public  lands  bad  been  an  important  resource 
to  the  Government  in  its  present  emergency. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  gave  his  support  to  tiie  cur- 
rency bill  because  he  did  not  then  think  the 
time  had  come  to  change  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  respect  to  the  ftmds  in  which  the 
revenue  was  oi^ected.  Among  the  reasons 
why  he  could  not  go  then  with  his  distinguished 
friend  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bsntok,)  who  so 
strenuously  opposed  the  currency  bill,  was  the 
important  fact,  that  the  entire  financial  concerns 
of  the  Government  were  then  conducted  through 
the  agency  of  about  ninety  banks.  It  was,  in 
his  opinion,  in  vun  to  think  to  change  our  cur- 
rency as  long  as  we  employed  the  agenOT  of 
banks ;  as  all  public  moneys  deposited  in  them 
were  immediately  changed  to  bank  credits.  He 
then  believed  that,  as  a  preliminary  step  to  the 
collection  of  the  revenue  in  specie,  we  must  dis- 
pense with  the  agency  of  banks. 

Sir,  the  late  a£nimstration  adopted  a  certain 
policy  in  regard  to  the  finances  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  he  (Mr.  K)  saw  no  occasion  to  cheoige 
that  policy  at  the  last  session  of  Congress ;  and 
the  question  on  which  he  and  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  differ,  is,  whether  the  great  changes 
which  have  since  taken  place,  in  the  prostra- 
tion not  onl^  of  the  deposit  banks,  but  of  the 
entire  bankmg  system  of  the  country,  the 
serious  embarrassments  to  the  finances,  and  the 
general  derangement  of  the  monetary  afffurs  c^ 
the  nation,  requhre  a  change  in  that  policy? 
Has  the  deposit  bank  scheme  failed  f  The  Sen- 
ator from  Yiiginia  thinks  not ;  he  regards  the 
present  derangement  as  the  result  of  temporary 
causes,  some  of  which  originated  in  the  meas- 
ures of  the  Government ;  be  thinks  that,  not- 
withstanding a  gust  of  wind  may  have  ciqwized 
the  deposit  banks,  they  can  be  righted,  refitted, 
and  again  put  in  service.  But  he  (Mr.  K.) 
thought  the  banks  had  failed  in  their  duties 
both  to  the  Government  and  to  the  public 
They  had  proved  themselves  to  be  either  weak 
or  fiuthless  agents,  and  perhaps  both.  They 
had  suspended  payment ;  they  had  been  guilty 
of  a  voluntary  act  of  bankruptcy,  in  a  time  of 
profound  peace,  and  immediately  following  a 
period  of  unusual  prosperity,  (or  what  was  so 
regarded,)  and  when  they  had  in  their  vaults 
nearly  thirty  millions  of  the  public  ftands.  This 
suspension  was  entirely  different  from  that  of 
1814,  when  the  Govemmwit  itself  had  been  the 
principal  cause  of  the  vast  and  dangerous  issues 
of  the  banks,  by  which  their  were  broken  down. 

Whether  the  general  and  simultaneous  failure 
of  the  banks  was  voluntary  and  fraudhlent.  as 
supposed  by  some,  or  a  measure  of  necessity, 
arising  from  the  over-action  and  imprudent 
management  of  those  institutions,  was  not  very 
material ;  in  either  case  they  must  be  r^arded 
as  unsafe  depositories  of  the  public  revenues. 
They  might  answer  in  ordinary  times,  when  we 
had  a  dear  sky  and  smooth  sea;  when  the 
commerce  and  finances  of  the  country  were 
stable  and  regular ;  but  they  oould  not  be  dO' 
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pend«d  upon  in  times  of  diffioalty.  And  in  the 
present  instance  they  had  failed  and  violated 
their  engagements  to  the  GoTemment  and  to 
the  pnbhc  without  anj  ^parent  oaose,  other 
than  their  own  mismanajiement.  He  would 
not  charge  the  banks  of  having  voluntarily  been 
Mthlees  agents ;  but  he  would  say  that  they  had 
violated  their  high  and  solemn  obligations  to 
the  Government  and  to  the  public,  without  any 
reasonable  efforts — he  might  almost  say  without 
any  effort  at  all — to  save  their  own  credit  and 
that  of  the  commercial  oommnnity.  When  the 
crisis  came,  mainly  brought  on  by  their  own 
imprudent  action,  how  did  they  meet  it?  Did 
they  breast  the  storm  with  the  hearts  and 
nerves  which  the  occasion  called  for  ?  Did 
they  make  any  reasonable  efforts  to  weather  it 
and  save  the  country  ttom  the  calamities  which 
have  overwhelmed  it  t  "Far,  very  far  from  this. 
If  we  look  to  the  point  where  the  extended  line 
of  banks  first  gave  way — ^the  city  of  New  York 
— we  shall  discover  the  strongest  evidence  of 
oowiirdice  or  treachery.  What  stand  did  the 
banks  make  ?  How  long  did  they  sustain  them- 
selves against  a  run  ?  llie  Bank  of  England,  in 
1826,  sustained  itself  against  a  run  for  an  entire 
TMr,  and  when  a  general  panic  prevailed. 
Why,  sir,  a  frail  concern  having  first  given 
way,  and  Ijeen  docked,  some  of  the  people,  as 
was  natural,  became  alarmed;  but  there  was 
no  general  panic ;  a  crowd  gathered  round  the 
banks;  they  were  not  depositors,  or  persons 
who  had  means  to  acquire  any  considerable  de- 
mands against  banks ;  most  of  them  probably 
were  "boot-blacks,"  "chimney-sweeps,"  and 
"  wash-women,"  with  a  rin^e  bill  each  of  the 
lower  denomination;  or  perhaps  they  were 
of  that  class  of  citizens  who  are  becoming  very 
notorious  of  late — the  loeo-foeo*  ;  the  officers  of 
the  l>ank8  look  out  at  their  windows  and  see 
this  formidable  array  of  persons,  all  armed  with 
their  "promises  to  pay,"  about  to  make  an 
assault  upon  the  banks.  What  is  to  be  done? 
Oan  we  make  a  stand?  Can  we  defend  our- 
selves agunst  this  formidable  enemy?  They 
did  not,  however,  hesitate  long,  but,  concluding 
that  "  discretion  was  the  better  part  of  valor," 
they  determined  to  shut  their  doors,  and  keep 
their  creditors  out  This  was  certainly  a  con- 
venient mode  of  paying  debts.  At  other  places 
the  shutting  up  of  the  banks  was  equally  sud- 
den ;  and.  what  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  and 
calculated  to  excite  a  Baspioion  that  something 
was  wrong,  is  the  fact  that  the  suq>ension  at 
New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  other  places,  occurred 
a  few  da^s  after  that  at  New  York,  but  before 
there  could  have  been  any  coramimioation. 
These  facts  are  at  least  calculated  to  excite  a 
su;q>icion  that  there  was  a  previous  understand- 
ing among  Hm  principal  banks  in  the  different 
cities  that  they  were  to  suspend  payment  about 
the  tune  the  explodon  took  place. 

But,  however  this  may  be,  he  would  ask 
whether  any  one  can  believe  that  the  banks 
made  any  reasonable  effi»rts  to  sustain  their 
own  credit  and  that  of  the  country  I    Oan  tlie 


deposit  banks,  some  of  which  possessed  millio— 
of  llie  public  money,  which  dosed  their  doon 
and  stopped  payment  under  such  drctunstanee^ 
be  regu^ed  as  faithftd  fiscal  agents?  Was  it 
not  the  duty  of  these  corporations  to  have  at- 
tempted to  sustain  their  credit,  and  to  have 
pud  out  one-quarter  or  one-half  of  their  specie 
before  they  shut  their  doors  in  the  face  of  thdr 
creditors?  If  they  had  met  the  shock  reao- 
lutely,  and  with  a  willingness  to  incur  a  aaeti- 
fice,  who  can  say  that  they  might  not  have  ga*e 
safely  through  tiie  crisis  ? 

Whether,  therefore,  we  look  to  the  direct 
object  of  the  deposit  bank  system,  the  safe- 
keeping and  disbursement  of  the  T«venae,  or 
the  incidental  advantage  of  improving  the  cur- 
rency, it  was  (Mr.  N.  thought)  not  to  be  dis- 
puted tliat  the  measure  had  fiuled.  The  con- 
nection between  the  Treasury  and  the  State 
banks  is  at  an  end ;  it  has  been  dissolved  bjr 
the  banks  themselves;  and  the  only  qnestio* 
now  is  whether  it  shall  be  renewed.  He,  for 
one,  thought  not. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  N.,  I  have  said  all  I  propose  to 
say  in  regard  to  two  finandal  schemes,  and  it 
now  remains  for  me  to  take  some  notice  of  the 
third,  which  the  bill  before  us  is  intended  to 
introduce.  This  last  is  characterised  as  a  novel 
and  untried  experiment,  although  much  dder 
than  either  of  the  others.  It  is  the  system  «a 
which  the  ancient  and  most  modem  natioot 
have  conducted  their  finances;  it  is,  at  any 
rate,  as  ancient  as  1789,  as  old  as  the  oonatito- 
tion  which  we  have  all  sworn  to  support  and 
to  regard  as  the  rule  and  guide  of  our  actioniL 

This  plan  consists  of  the  employment  of  Fed- 
eral officers  to  execute  that  portion  at  the  Ex- 
ecutive power  which  perttuns  to  the  keqnig 
and  disbursement  of  the  revenue.  This  seems 
to  be  the  natural  course,  and  is,  at  least,  recoin- 
mended  by  its  simplicity  and  c<Hiformit7  to  the 
true  spirit  of  the  constitation.'  Oan  any  ooe 
believe,  on  penMing  that  instrument,  that  its 
flramers  ocmteinplatod  the  agency  of  bank% 
either  State  or  lederal,  in  the  keeping  and  dia- 
bursement  of  the  revenue  ?  Has  not  the  em- 
ployment of  banks  frcnn  the  first  been  a  mani- 
fest departure  from  the  plMn  and  obvious  ooune 
indicated  by  the  constitution,  and  may  not  this 
departure  be  instly  regarded  aa  the  sooroe  of 
all  our  financial  embarrassments  and  diflScai- 
ties? 

Bat  is  the  proposed  syston  practicable  t  Iliia 
is,  perhaps,  the  most  important  qneetica  oco- 
nected  with  the  whole  subject.  Is  there  any 
thing  in  the  constitution  or  in  the  nature  of  the 
fiscal  duties  of  the  Government,  that  renders 
the  agmoy  of  banks  appropriate  and  neoeaiaiyt 
If  that  part  of  tiie  Exeouave  power  whieh  re- 
lates to  the  finances  cannot  be  executed  exeept 
by  bank  agency,  then  a  system  of  banks  beoontes 
an  eesentUl  part  of  the  Government  itaeU^  and 
enters  into  its  very  elements.  It  becomes  a 
bank  Government,  and  cannot  exist  indepead* 
ent  of  banks  in  some  form.  And  if  it  u  not 
maintained  that  honks  are  abaoliitely  neoasiaiT' 
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•B  fiscal  agents,  to  iiuist  that  tb«ir  ageaoy  U  the 
■xwt  suitable  and  aj^nopriate  means  of  ezeont- 
ing  a  portMB  of  tb«  Execative  power,  would 
seem  to  lead  to  the  same  oonclnsios,  the  some 
eoDitectioa  between  the  QoTemment  and  banks. 
Bat  those  who  profess  to  be  opposed  to  a  Bank 
cf  the  United  otates,  wiU  do  well  to  pause  be- 
£M<e  thejr  oome  to  either  of  the  above  oonola- 
nooa ;  for  if  the  operations  of  the  Gk>Ternmeot 
eaanot  be  carried  on  without  the  agency  of 
baoka,  or  if  banks  are  the  most  snitable  and 
appropriate  means  for  exeonting  the  powers 
reutuig  to  the  revoiae,  does  it  not  follow  that 
we  most  ham  a  Federal  bank  ?  Is  it  not  ap- 
parent that  to  admit  that  bank  agency  is  neoee- 
■aty  m  tho  managanent  of  the  finances,  is  the 
strongest  possible  argnment  in  support  of  a 
national  bank!  Sir,  the  two  questions  are 
identiMd ;  they  are  but  one ;  for  to  say  that  a 
bank  is  necessary  as  a  fiscal  agent,  is  to  say  that 
we  most  have  a  national  bank.  This,  nr,  is  a 
complete  independent  system  of  Gk>reniment ; 
it  poeseesefl  within  itself  all  the  necessary  fhno- 
tii»s  of  a  CioTemment.  It  is  in  no  particolar 
dependent  on  the  States,  so  &r  as  its  own  action 
is  concerned ;  and  least  of  all  can  it  be  in  so 
important  a  function  as  that  of  its  finances.  If 
it  has  not  within  itself  the  power  to  manage  its 
finaneee,  then  it  is  no  Qovemment ;  it  is  de- 
pendent on  the  States  almost  to  tho  same  extent 
as  the  old  confederation,  which  had  no  power 
over  a  revenue  but  by  requisitions  upon  the 
States.  Has  this  Government  any  control  over 
the  State  banks  t  Has  it  any  right  to  command 
their  services  ?  And,  in  times  of  party  excite- 
ment, might  not  many  cf  the  States  prohibit 
their  banks  from  acting  as  agents  of  toe  6ov- 
(nunent?  What  seeority  can  there  be  in  a 
rdiaoce  on  State  institutions?  Who  control 
the  banks  and  what  is  their  spirit  ?  Do  they 
not  present  the  embodied  elements  of  aristo- 
eney,  and  have  they  not  usually  been  opposed 
to  ^  Goveniment,  when  adminLstered  by 
igents  possessing  the  confidence  'of  the  great 
body  of  the  people  t  Sir,  there  is  no  avoiding 
the  conolosion,  that,  if  bank  agency  is  neoes- 
nry,  we  must  have  a  Federal  bank,  which  we 
etn  control  ourselves,  or,  at  least,  have  a  legal 
ri(^  to  oontroL  But  no  sooh  agency  is  neces- 
Mry.  The  proposed  system  is  not  only  praotioa- 
Uft,  bat  natural  and  rimple,  and.  Mr.  K.  did  not 
Instate  to  say,  would  be  found,  on  trial,  to  be 
•s  eonveuieot  aa  the  State  bank  machinery. 

In  the  adoption  of  measnres  for  the  ooUeo- 
tioD,  safe-keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the  rev- 
eoae,  Coagress  con  take  into  oonaideration  the 
e&et  whieh  such  measures  may  have  on  the 
general  onrraioy  oi  the  ooontry.  This  is  all  we 
can  do:  we  caimot  directly  interfere  with  the 
iiswa  of  the  State  banks.  This  incidental  effect 
which  may  be  produced  by  our  financial  meas- 
vea,  wo^  naturally  seem  to  be  <^  secondary, 
bot  now  appears  to  be  regarded  as  of  primary 
inportanoe.  Indeed,  it  is  the  real  or  supposed 
bearing  of  the  financial  measnres  of  this  Gov- 
ennunt  on  the  general  onrrenoy  of  the  ooontry 


that  attaches  to  them  so  deep  and  extensive  aa 
interest. 

It  becomes,  therefore,  important  to  consider 
how  the  proposed  measure  will  affect  the  cur- 
rency or  the  paper  issues  of  the  State  banks. 
He  thought  tnat  its  influence  would  be  very 
salutary,  and  that,  In  this  respect,  it  woold 
have  a  decided  preference  over  either  a  na- 
tional bank  or  the  State  deposit  banks.  It  may, 
it  is  true,  in  some  degree  diminish  the  profits 
of  banking ;  but  the  present  system  of  paper 
money  cannot  be  improved  in  any  degree,  how- 
ever small,  without  the  reduction  of  the  profits 
of  banking  enters  into  the  measure  of  rerorm. 

What  is  the  great  evil  of  our  papwr  systoa 
of  onrrenoy  ?  It  is  its  instability,  its  irregular 
action,  its  constant  tendency  to  the  most  ruin- 
ous expansions  and  contractions.  This  is  a 
point  aoout  which  there  is  no  controversy ;  all 
agree  in  it  Will  the  proposed  measure,  then, 
tend  to  render  the  currency  more  stable  and 
lesA  flnotuating  t  If  so,  its  inflaence  must  be 
highly  salutary.  One  of  Its  immediste  conse- 
quences will  be  to  create  and  keep  np  a  demand 
for  specie  to  the  extent  of  the  revenue  and  dis- 
bursements of  the  Grovemihent.  This  constant 
demand  for  specie  will  operate  as  a  continoed  ' 
check  and  restndnt  upon  the  banks  in  the  com- 
mercial cities ;  it  will  compel  them  to  be  more 
cautious  in  their  issues,  and  to  keep  themselves 
more  strongly  reinforced  with  specie.  The 
more  cautions  action  of  the  city  banks  will  tend 
to  restrain  the  country  banks.  How  consider^ 
able  this  restraining  infiuence  upon  the  banks 
may  be,  it  was  impossible  to  say ;  but,  so  fax 
as  it  exists,  it  would  be  salutary. 

It  seemed,  however,  to  be  feared  that  the 
proposed  measure  would  impose  too  great  a 
resU^otion  upon  the  banks ;  that  it  would  di- 
minish their  ability  and  limit  their  operations 
too  mn<^.  But  this  was  not  to  be  feared ;  the 
only  danger  was  the  overaotion  and  the  irreg- 
ular action  of  the  banks ;  this  is  their  natural 
tendency ;  it  results  from  the  principles  of  tho 
system,  and  is  an  evil  which  cannot  be  removed 
witbont  a  change  of  its  principles.  A  bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  he  had  already  said,  is 
now  asked  for,  solely  on  the  ground  of  check- 
ing and  o<Mitrolling  the  State  banks ;  but  when 
it  is  proposed  to  do  this  in  any  other  way,  that 
is  r^arded  as  an  insuperable  objection  to  the 
measure.  °  How  is  this  f  Can  State  banks  only 
be  regulated  by  F^eral  banks,  or  is  it  a  mere 
pretext  that  a  nanonal  bank  is  wanted  as  s 
regulator  of  the  State  institutions  t 

But  this  constant  demand  for  specie  in  tlie 
transactions  of  the  Government  will  promote 
the  general  oiroolation  of  coin,  and  improve  the 
whole  onrrenoy;  it  will  render  onr  currency, 
in  some  reasonable  degree,  a  mixed  currency, 
instead  of  an  exclusive  p^ier  one,  as  it  now  is. 

Bnt  there  will  be  other  oonseqnences  affect- 
ing the  currency,  equal,  and  perh^M  more  im- 
p<Htant,  than  tiiose  named.  The  proposed  sys- 
tem, should  it  be  adopted,  will  occasion  a  com- 
{dete  and  entire  separation  of  the  Government 
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from  fdl  banks.  Thia  is  its  distiDgniyuiig  feat- 
ure, «Dd  highest  recommendation.  This  sep- 
aration is  not  only  important  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  but,  if  possible,  equally  so  in  its  effect 
on  the  currency  and  the  intwest  of  the  country. 
What  have  beeu  the  fruits  of  this  connection  ? 
Sir,  there  is  high  authority  on  this  point,  which 
goes  to  ebow  ust  it  has  been  injurious  both  to 
the  Govermnent  and  the  banks.  Mr.  Biddle, 
the  President  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  who,  in  tiie  opinion  of  some,  is  the 
greatest  financier  that  now  exists,  or  ever  did, 
or  ever  will  exist,  has  expressed  this  opinion. 
At  the  organization  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bank 
of  tiie  United  States,  in  1886,  he  congratulated 
the  stockholders  on  the  jmisperous  condition 
of  their  interests,  the  accumulation  of  a  large 
surplus  fond,  and  the  purchase  of  a  new  char- 
ter, u>d  boasted  of  tne  bank  being  "safer, 
stronger,  and  more  pro^rous  than  it  ever 
was."  He  also  odds,  that  "  it  was  an  original 
misfortune  in  the  structure  of  the  bank  that 
it  was  in  any  way  connected  with  persons  in 
<^oe.  The  instincts  of  all  political  power  make 
that  association  dangerous — useful  to  neither 
party — injurious  to  both." 

Sir,  I  repeat  the  question,  what  have  been 
the  fruits  of  this  connection  of  bank  and  State  ? 
IiCt  the  experience  of  the  country  answer  I  He 
need  not  go  back  to  the  last  war,  when,  in  the 
negotiation  of  loans  with  banks  to  the  amount 
of  about  fifty  millions,  at  least  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars  were  sacrificed  by  the  Government. 
Tliese  loans  consisted  of  exchanging  the  credit 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  vastly  better 
than  that  of  any  ban^  for  the  credit  of  the 
banks,  at  the  rate  of  eighty  and  eighty-five  dol- 
lars for  a  hundred.  This  occasioned  the  n^id 
enlargement  of  bank  issues  during  the  war,  and 
led  to  the  suspension  of  the  banks  in  1814,  and 
to  a  long  train  of  calamitous  consequences, 
under  which  the  country  languished  for  five  or 
six  years.  He  had  already  aUnded  to  theae  dr- 
comstancea. 

This  connection  has  greatly  increased  the 
regular  action  o{  the  banks,  and  stimulated  their 
oontractions  and  expanmons.  The  first  great 
and  sudden  expansion  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  1817,  was,  in  part,  occasitned  by  the 
Government  redeeming  thirteen  millions  of  its 
•tock,  then  held  by  the  bank,  as  part  of  its  cap- 
ital, which  oblig»d  it  to  loan  it  snddenly  to 
individuals.  The  public  dgpodts,  as  is  well 
known,  have  always  been  used  by  the  banks  as 
the  basis  of  discounts;  and,  as  they  increase 
and  diminish  suddenly,  this  produces  a  corre- 
sponding enlargem«it  and  curtailment  of  thdr 
loans. 

In  consequence  of  this  unfortnnate  o(mnec> 
tion,  as  Mr.  Biddle  calls  it,  every  measure  of 
the  Government,  of  a  mere  financial  character, 
having  no  direct  bearing  on  any  commwdal 
interest,  has  for  years  occasioned  a  distorbance 
in  the  monetary  concerns  of  the  country,  which, 
nnder  oar  credit  system,  are  otherwise  suffi- 
«ieatiy  unstable.    Almost  from  the  foaodation 


o(  the  Government,  this  has  been  one  oMitiBBed 
source  of  clamor  and  complaint— of  agitatioa, 
of  fierce  denunciations,  ana  of  curses  load  aai 
deep  against  the  Government,  hasa  the  oa«- 
meroiol  portions  of  the  community.  Canse  «r 
no  canse  for  these  complaints,  for  his  presenft 

Eorpose,  was  of  littie  consequence.  He  b»- 
eved  that,  in  general,  such  complaints  had 
been  without  any  lost  foundation;  but  be 
wished  to  remove  the  pretext  for  tbem,  aal 
effectually  to  remove  all  grounds  of  charging; 
upon  the  mere  financial  measures  of  the  Got- 
emment,  the  disturbance  of  the  currency,  md 
the  derangement  of  the  business  concwns  ct 
the  countnr. 

The  banks  have  become  an  element  of  polit- 
ical power,  and  the  basis  of  a  moneychd  aris- 
tocracy. The  whole  system  is  one  resting  on 
monopoly  and  exclusive  privileges,  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  equal  and  common  ri^t  of  the  peo- 
ple. Experience  has  also  proved  that  the  •y»- 
tem  is  founded  on  unsound  princi{dea,  and  its 
n^id  and  dangerous  extenaon  in  the  last  few 
years,  and  the  serious  evils  attending  it,  have 
produced  a  very  general  conviction,  embracing; 
probably,  a  large  minority  of  the  pec^de,  that 
the  qrstem  cannot  long  be  endured  as  it  ia; 
that  it  must  either  be  reformed  or  abandoned. 
From  dear-lH)nght  experience,  this  had  becoraa 
the  general  sentiment.  But  this  reform  eannot 
be  effected  here ;  we  have  no  jurisdiction  ovsr 
the  subject ;  Congress  did  not  create  the  Stato 
banks,  and  it  cannot  unmake  them,  or  nfona 
the  system.  This  belongs  to  the  people  and 
the  States ;  let  us  leave  it  there ;  they  have  the 
power,  and  are  competent  to  the  task.  The 
accomplishment  of  tnis  importtot  measure- 
one  wnich  at  this  time  excites  a  deeper  and 
more  universal  interest  than  has  ever  before 
existed  in  relation  to  any  reform  in  ourdvil 
institutions — will  no  doubt  be  resisted,  vio- 
lentiy,  desperately,  by  the  whole  combined 
moneyed  influence  of  the  country.  The  iasae 
is  already  made  up ;  it  is  a  great  issue ;  one 
which  will  be  likely  to  agitate  the  imblio  miad 
for  twmty  years  to  come.  On  the  one  ade  ii 
the  popular  wiD,  the  great  mass  of  the  people; 
on  the  other  are  the  banks  and  the  moneyed 
power.  On  the  one  side  Hf  l>o  might  nse  the 
langna^  of  the  London  banker's  circular)  is 
the  aristocracy  of  wealth ;  on  the  other,  the 
democracy  of  numbers.  The  struggle  will  be 
arduous,  and  probably  long,  but  the  result  can- 
not be  donbtfoL  At  a  time  like  this,  and  under 
such  circumstances,  is  it  proper  for  this  Gov- 
ernment to  become  a  pwty  in  this  contest  I 
As  we  cannot  do  it  dirootiy,  is  it  proper,  is  it 
right,  for  us  to  interfere  indirectly  t  As  we 
cannot  assist  in  carrying  out  this  great  refonn, 
all  that  he  asked  was,  that  this  Govemmoit 
should  stand  aside.  It  eannot  rightfully  be- 
ocMoie  a  party  to  this  contest.  It  cannot  mo- 
mote  the  reform ;  but  it  may  retard  it.  fioail 
Congress  interpose  itself  between  the  peode 
and  this  great  measure?  Shall  it  take  sioea 
with  the  banka  against  the  pat^  I    Sball  diis 
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€k>Teniment  become  the  endorser  and  the 
baeker  of  the  State  banks?  Shall  vre,  by  onr 
improper  oonneotion  irith  them,  encourage 
them  to  Idbk  to  os  to  sustain  themselves  agunst 
the  popular  voice  ?  Shall  we  unite  and  league 
them  together,  and  thus  add  to  their  power  by 
combination  ?  Sir,  let  this  Government  stand 
aloof  flrom  this  contest,  and  leave  the  banks  in 
the  bands  of  the  States  and  people  fi-om  whom 
ihej  derived  their  existence,  and  to  whom  they 
are  amenable  for  their  acts,  and  by  whose  will 
they  mnst  stand  or  &U. 


Thubsdat,  September  21. 
Sub-Treasury  Bill. . 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  the  collection  and  custody  of 
the  public  revenues,  together  with  the  amend' 
ment  offered  thereto  by  Mr.  Oalhouit. 

Mr.  Smtte,  of  Indiana,  said :  Sir,  this  is  a  sub- 
ject of  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  the 
country,  and  one  that  has  caused  great  anxiety 
hi  the  public  mind.  It  is  therefore  highly  im- 
portant that  the  whole  matter  should  be  hud 
ele«-1y  and  fully  before  the  people,  that  they 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  Judging  for  them- 
selves on  the  merits  of  the  propositions  made 
here,  both  in  favor  of,  and  against,  the  views  of 
the  Executive.  For  my  own  part,  it  is  suffi- 
cient fbr  me  to  say  that,  if  I  know  my  own 
heart,  I  came  to  this  body  with  a  sincere  desire 
to  co-operate  with  the  Executive  Government 
in  any  measures  which  may  benefit  the  people, 
or  restore  the  national  prosperity ;  and  towards 
the  individual  now  in  the  Executive  chair,  and 
the  other  officers  of  the  Government,  I  have 
none  other  than  the  kindest  feelings.  But  in 
relation  to  measures  proposed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people,  I  hold  myself  at  liberty  to  exam- 
ine them  fully  and  freely,  without  being  con- 
trolled by  those  trammels  which  have  been  too 
often  used  to  force  men  to  act  contrary  to  their 
own  convictions.  When  I  took  my  seat  in  this 
body,  it  was  with  a  ftill  determination  to  ex- 
amine carefully  for  myself  the  various  proposi- 
tions that  might  be  presented,  and  to  decide 
npon  them  according  to  their  merits.  Sir,  we 
were  called  on  to  aid  the  Government,  because 
it  is  obstructed  in  the  exer6ise  of  its  ordinary 
powers.  And  when  we  were  told  that  the 
Government  required  our  aid,  that  it  was  em- 
barrassed for  the  want  of  money,  and  that  it 
was  necessary  for  Congress  to  grant  it  supplies 
to  aid  in  the  course  of  its  ordinary  opert^ons, 
I  did  not  hesitate,  nor  did  I  even  examine  very 
closely  the  propositions  in  relation  to  the  means 
of  those  supplies ;  but,  knowing  that  they  came 
from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  founded  on 
the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
without  any  hesitation  I  voted  for  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  I  pre- 
ftired  £e  bill  as  it  was,  without  striking  out 
the  provision  for  interest  on  the  notes.  I  was 
Dot  wiUing  to  resort  to  a  temporary  expedient, 


such  as  iasning  notes  without  interest,  which, 
as  heretofore,  could  serve  only  to  delude  the 
people,  and  end  in  disappointment,  without  any 
practical  benefit. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  one  to  post- 
pone the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposits  with 
the  States.  It  may  not  be  strictly  in  order,  but 
as  great  latitude  has  been  given  to  the  debate. 
I  beg  leave  here  to  give  my  reasons  why  I  could 
not  vote  for  that  bill ;  and  one  of  the  strongest 
in  my  mind,  was  this :  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  through  the  medium  of  an 
act  of  Congress,  had  raised  expectations  on  the 
part  of  the  States  which  it  ought  not  to  disn>' 
point.  The  States  had  prepared  to  receive  the 
money ;  they  accepted  the  proposition  of  iha 
Government,  proceeded  to  legislate  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  many  of  the  States  appropriated  the 
whole  fund:  some  to  the  important  cause  of 
education ;  some  to  aid  in  timt  works  of  inter- 
nal improvement ;  some  in  one  way,  and  some 
in  another,  beneficial  to  the  people.  The  States 
relied  with  full  confidence  on  the  receipt  <rf  the 
money;  they  had  a  right  so  to  rely;  and, 
although  the  facts  may  not  strictly  amount  to 
a  iMal  contract  between  the  parties,  it  is  cer- 
tainly so  nearly  allied  to  one,  that  it  would  be 
doing  the  greatest  ininstice  to  the  States  and 
people  to  dis^>point  tneir  Just  expectations,  by 
withholding  the  instalment. 

Again :  It  was  admitted  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  that,  if  the  instal- 
ment was  retained,  being  in  paper,  it  could  not 
be  made  available  in  aid  of  the  necessities  of 
the  Treasury,  as  the  Government  would  not  use 
paper,  and  we  would  still  have  to  authorize  an 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  a  loan  of  at  least 
$10,000,000.  Why,  then,  withhold  it  from  the 
States,  who  are  willing  to  receive  it  in  the  very 
funds  the  Gh>vemment  rejects;  and  in  manr 
instances  can  accommodate  the  matter  wiu 
their  own  deposit  banks,  benefidally  to  the 
Government,  the  banks,  and  the  States ! 

But,  viewing  it  as  a  question  of  inoonrenienoe 
between  the  Government  and  the  States,  how 
stands  the  case  t  It  would  certainly  be  much 
less  inconvenient  to  the  Govemment  to  add  the 
amount  of  the  insttdment  to  the  amount  of  the  loan 
she  is  compelled  to  make,  at  all  events,  than  it 
would  be  to  the  States  to  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
money  at  this  time.  These,  sfar,  are  some  of  the 
reasons  that  induced  me  to  vote  against  that 
bill.  I  thought  it  but  justice  to  myself  to  state 
them,  as  I  gave  a  silait  vote  on  that  occasion. 

[Mr.  Smith  then  spoke  at  much  length  upon  the 
state  of  the  country,  the  canaes  wbidi  produced  it, 
and  the  necessity  and  advantage  of  a  national  bank ; 
and  then  continued  his  q>eech  on  the  bill  before  the 
Senate.] 

I  come  now,  Mr.  President,  to  speak  of  the 
bill  before  the  Senate,  known  here  as  Hho  di- 
vorce bill.  I  was  opposed,  as  I  have  told  yoo, 
to  tiie  original  divorce;  I  was  still  more  op- 
posed to  the  object  of  yonr  then  obtHoe ;  and  bad 
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I  been  here,  in  the  name  of  my  nonntiT'  I  woold 
have  forbidden  the  bans.    Bnt  yon  married, 
and  I  now  find  the  groom,  and  nearly  all  the 
vedding  guests,  in  mvor  of  another  divorce. 
Sir,  upon  principles  of  common  law,  you  are 
not  entitled  to  it ;  yon  winked  at — nay  more, 
you  seduced  your  bride  from  the  path  of  virtue ; 
and  yon  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  take  advan- 
tage of  your  own  wrong.    But,  sir,  I  am  ready 
to  confess  that  I  am  much  more  opposed  to  the 
object  of  your  third  union,  than  I  am  to  a  sep- 
aration from  the  darling  of  your  second  choice. 
Sir,  this  sub-Treasury  scheme  of  divorcing 
the  Gk>vemment  from  the  banks  and  people  is, 
in  my  mind,  the  most  alarming  proposition  that 
has  ever  been  presented  to  the  American  peo- 
ple.   In  vain  aid  our  revolutionary  sires  shed 
their  blood  in  the  contest  for  liberty ;  in  vain 
did  the  sages  and  patriots  of  that  eventful 
epoch  contend  for  the  glorious  privileges  which 
we  ei^oy,  i^  at  this  day  of  the  republic,  we  are 
to  surrender  up  to  the  Executive,  and  to  his 
immediate  advisers,  the  liberties  of  this  great 
people.    Sir,  when  the  patriot  daily  sees  the 
immense  powers  claimed  for,  and  exercised  by, 
the  Executive,  has  he  not  Just  cause  for  alarm? 
The  veto  power  is  his;  the  army  is  his;  the 
navy  is  his ;  the  appointing  and  removing  pow- 
er of  all  the  inferior  oflScers  of  Government  is 
his ;  the  sword  is  his ;  and  he  now  asks  for  the 
purse.    Shall  we  give  it  to  him  f    Shall  we  sur- 
render up  the  treasures  of  the  cation — the  hard 
earnings  of  the  people— into  his  hands,  as  is 
propoawl  by  this  bill?    Never,  Mr.  President, 
with  my  consent — never,  never.    I  speak  not 
with  reference  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate. 
I  am  discussing  this  matter  upon  principle.    Sir, 
I  have  reason  for  alarm,  when  I  see  the  other 
powers  of  the  Government  surrendered  up, 
one  at  a  time,  either  before  or  after  the  exercise 
of  the  veto,  to  the  will  of  one  man.    How  can 
I  forbear  to  look  with  jealousy  and  alarm  at  a 
power  so  inordinate  in  its  desires,  and  so  engulf- 
ing in  its  effects  ?    This  bill,  sir,  surrenders  up 
the  remnant  of  power  which  we  had  still  left 
with  us.    I  object  to  it  because  of  the  vast  in- 
crease of  Executive  power  and  patronage  it 
confers,  first,  by  giving  np  the  sole  control  of 
the  revenues  of  the  nation  ;  and,  secondly,  by 
the  vast  increase  of  officers  it  authorizes.    In 
addition  to  the  land  and  custom-house  offices 
now  in  existence,  it  will  be  necessary  to  estab- 
lish a  great  many  more  as  sub-treasuries ;  add 
to  these  the  twelve  thousand  post  offices,  all 
of  which  are  to  be  little  treasuries,  and,  sir, 
then  come  the  visitors  and  examiners  of  these 
offices — as   the  bill  requires  an  examination 
once,  at  least,  each  year — and  you  have  an 
army  of  officers  traversing  every  part  of  the 
country  at  the  bid  of  the  Executive,  paid  from 
the  public  moneys  by  the  President,  and  bound, 
npon  pain  of  dismiasal  from  office,  to  obey  the 
Executive  or  party  fiat.    Sir,  I  am  unwilling,  by 
any  vote  of  mine,  to  contribute  to  this  result 
But,  sir,  will  the  public  money  be  safe  t    This 
is  a  question  of  great  importance.    Experience 


tells  us  that  it  will  not;  and,  my  word  forh, 
when  it  shall  have  been  tried  to  the  Bstisftdioa 
of  those  who  are  now  pressing  it  npon  ns,  the 
defalcations  will  be  found  a  much  nuAt  foimid- 
able  item  in  the  unavailable  funds  than  vhit 
appears  against  the  national  bank.  Bnt,  in  td- 
dition  to  this,  yon  give  np  the  boons  pud  br 
the  United  States  Bank.  Tou  give  up  \ht  id- 
vantages  resulting  to  the  oonnt^  from  a  well- 
regulated  currency  and  a  wholesome  sute  of 
the  exchanges,  and  you  pay  not  less  than  $100,- 
000,  annually,  to  carry  on  the  "expedient,' 
without  one  countervailing  benefit. 

Sir,  there  is  another  objection  to  this  m&Mre 
more  formidable,  in  my  mind,  than  any  of  tboM 
I  have  attempted  to  urge.  Tou  propote  to 
separate  your  fortunes  from  the  destinies  of  tk 
great  body  of  tlie  people ;  to  make  this  G«t- 
emment,  which  I  nave  (dways  understood  to 
be  a  Government  of  the  people,  an  alien  to 
their  interest ;  yon  propose  to  give  the  Qovera- 
ment  and  its  officers  gold  and  silver,  and  leive 
the  people  to  struggle  on  with  sucli  s  eartm^ 
as  the  States  may  ftamlah.  Sir,  I  kooir  this 
people  love  the  Government ;  I  am  not  nnap- 
prised  of  their  deep-rooted  devotion  to  tLo 
institutions  under  which  they  live.  H»ve  they 
not  on  all  occasions,  in  times  of  peril,  when  th« 
existence  of  the  nation  was  threatened  by  t 
hostile  foe,  rallied  to  the  standard  of  their 
country,  and  laid  down  their  lives  a  volmitwy 
sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  lilwrty  I  And  shill 
they  then  be  told,  in  times  of  difficnlty  tnd 
embarrassment,  that  this  Giovemment  will  t^« 
care  of  itself— that  it  has  no  power  to  asa4 
the  people — that  it  will  provide  for  its  own 
officers  the  precious  metals,  although  the  eier 
sequence  may  be  ruin  to  the  people?  Sr, 
let  those  who  are  presdng  this  matter  upon 
them  not  presume  too  far.  It  is  not  yonr 
parchment  roll,  called  a  constitution,  that  boioi 
this  people  together ;  it  is  a  supposed  whbiM- 
nity  of  interest :  and  whenever  yon  shall  saW 
them  that  the  Government  of  their  choice  has 
no  common  interest  with  the  people,  the  J"'" 
emed,  that  moment  they  will  lose  all  at**"* 
ment  to  the  constitution,  and  either  diswlM 
themselves  from  a  Government  of  reqniatioM 
and  burdens,  and  not  of  benefits,  or  they  wiD 
seek  redress  in  a  change  of  rulers.  Sir,  I  «» 
no  prophet ;  yet,  fudging  from  the  voice  yo« 
have  heard  from  the  West,  and  the  respona« 
echoes  from  the  East,  if  you  carry  these  meas- 
ures, in  the  course  of  my  senatorial  term  max 
years  you  will  see  these  tables  turned,  and  » 
confident  majority  reduced  to  a  harmless  mii^ 
ity  here ;  and  in  that  event— mark  my  »«* 
to-day — you  will  hear  a  voice  long  and  lowl 
coming  from  that  minority  crying  for  anwer 
divorce  from  the  evils  of  this  measure.  I  nope 
in  this  I  may  be  mistaken ;  bnt  such  are  «^ 
opinions  of  the  evil  consequences  w^oh  bo" 
result  from  this  measure,  that  I  hazard  tae 
opinion. 

But,  sir,  as  the  representotive  in  part  of  one 
of  the  Western  St^  I  protest  against  tan 
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DManire  as  being  of  the  most  noxious  character 
to  onr  interest.  Does  not  every  Western  man 
Bee  that  its  practical  effect  must  be  to  drain  all 
cor  specie  from  as,  throagh  the  land  offices  and 
post  offices,  and  expend  it  here  and  on  the  East- 
em  waters  in  the  creation  of  a  navy,  break- 
waters, lij^t-hoases,  fortifications,  &c. !  Since 
joa  have  abandoned  the  doctrines  of  internal 
improyement,  we  have  no  objects  for  national 
expenditure,  except,  to  be  sure,  the  Cmnberlsnd 
road ;  and  the  expenditnre  on  that  is  a  drop  in 
the  bncket  when  compared  with  the  amonnt  re- 
ceived by  the  Oovemment  from  the  people  of 
tl>e  State.  Again :  I  object  to  this  bill  as  being 
whidly  illaaory,  and  presenting  a  false  issue  to 
the  people.  It  is  not  a  question  now,  whether 
the  people  will  have  specie  or  paper  in  their 
oonuBon  business  transaotions.  This  Giovem- 
jnent  has  no  power  over  the  State  banks ;  they 
are  the  creatures  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
different  States;  and  wbetiier  this  bill  passes 
or  not,  the  people  of  the  States  will  have  a 
pi^r  currency  :  and  the  true  question  for  them 
to  dedde  is,  whether  they  prefer  a  local  paper 
exolnnvely,  or  whether  they  would  prefer  a 
national  paper  of  universal  circnlation,  con- 
trolUng  the  State  issues  within  wholesome 
boanids,  and  convertible  into  q>ecie  at  the  will 
of  the  holder. 

Sir,  let  us  examine  for  a  moment  the  conse- 
qjoaaoea  that  must  necessarily  result  from  any 
measure,  at  this  time,  reducing  theproperty  of 
this  nation  to  a  metallic  value.  Would  it  not 
at  oDce  amount,  in  effect,  to  a  confiscation  of 
(t  least  two-thirds  of  the  property  in  the  coun- 
try t  Would  it  not  increase,  as  two  to  one,  the 
debts  of  the  people  ?  And  how,  let  me  ask,  do 
gentlemen  suppose  the  debtors — either  mer- 
ehaats,  banks,  or  people— can  pay  their  debts, 
it  specie  should  be  required!  Property  must 
cmne  to  the  hammer  of  the  auctioneer ;  and 
the  sacrifice  would  create  ruin,  wide-spread 
min.  Sir,  I  would  rather  see  a  foreign  army 
ia  your  country,  than  to  see  the  property  of 
every  debtor  brought  to  the  hammer  on  a  specie 
donand.  The  desolation  would  be  far  less.  In- 
nocent and  unoffending  families,  who  are  in 
supposed  affluence  to-day,  would  be  beggars 
to-morrow ;  thrown  upon  the  cold  charity  of 
an  nnfiriendly  world.  Sir,  I  cannot  see  it.  I 
would  avert  it  if  I  could.  But,  if  gentlemen 
will  go  on,  let  them  take  the  responsibility. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Oax- 
bcdn)  told  yon  that  the  disease  was  debt,  and 
be  knew  of  no  cure  but  to  pay  it.  This  may 
be  true ;  but  does  not  that  Senator  know  that 
it  is  in  vain  to  tell*  men  to  pay  their  debts,  if 
you  take  from  them  the  ability  and  means  of 
payment!  If  yon  render  the  property  with 
whidi  they  might  pay  valueless,  how  do  you 
expect  them  to  pay !  Do  gentlemen  suppose 
that  there  is  specie  enough  in  this  nation  to 
pay  the  one-fourth  of  the  debts,  independently 
of  answering  the  ordinary  medium  of  circula- 
tion f  If  they  do,  I  can  only  say  that  they 
have  snrely  not  examined  the  snlject. 


Mr.  Stbamss,  of  North  Oarolina,  rose  and 
said: 

Mr.  President :  That  our  country  is  now  in 
a  most  extraordinary  and  interesting  crisis 
seems  to  be  conceded  on  all  bands;  anji  the 
public  mind  is  greatly  distracted  as  to  the  causes 
of  this  crisis,  its  nature,  and  the  course  it  be- 
hooves Congress  to  pursue  under  it.  In  this 
state  of  thin^  every  man  to  whom  a  high 
trust  is  committed  in  relation  to  these  subjects, 
and  especially  each  member  of  this  body,  ought 
openly  and  frankly  to  offer  his  views  and  opm- 
ions  concerning  them.  By  public  opinions  all 
the  measures  adopted  by  Congress  must  ulti- 
mately be  tested ;  and,  that  public  opinion  may 
have  fair  play,  and  our  constituents  an  oppor- 
tunity of  Judging  of  the  fidelity  of  their  repre- 
sentatives on  evei^  measure  so  important  as 
the  one  under  consideration,  the  reasons  which 
have  determined  them  should  accompany  theii 
votes.  It  is  this  consideration  that  impels  me 
to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion ;  for  I  know  full  well  that  I  might 
as  well  address  the  marble  pillars  which  sur- 
round us,  as  this  honorable  body  with  any 
reasonable  hope  of  bringing  conviction  to  a 
single  mind.  But  I  am  solicitous  that  publio 
opinion  should  be  sound  in  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent ;  and  while 
I  bring  my  own  opinions  in  review  before  my 
constituents,  I  shall  make  an  effort,  feeble 
though  it  may  be,  to  furnish  them  with  the 
reasons  on  wMch  they  are  founded. 

[Mr.  Strange  then  took  a  brief  view  of  the  causes 
and  nature  of  the  present  bank  suqjensions;  and 
continned:] 

I  have  now  adverted  to  the  causes  and  nature 
of  the  present  crisis,  matters  in  themselves  of 
little  consequence,  and  altogether  inadequate 
to  the  time  they  have  consumed,  except  so  far 
as  they  may  assist  us  in  the  determination  of 
the  third  question,  namely,  what  it  behooves 
us  to  do  in  the  present  exigency.  The  evils 
we  have  seen  are  twofold :  first,  to  the  United 
States  Qevemment  as  a  body  politic,  affecting 
its  vital  principle,  the  very  current  of  its  exist- 
ence, its  fiscal  soundness ;  secondly,  to  the  in- 
dividuals, or  some  of  them,  composing  the 
nation,  in  blasting  their  present  pecuniary 
prosperity  and  their  hopes  for  the  future. 
These  it  behooves  us  to  consider  with  a  due 
sense  of  our  responsibilities,  and,  if  in  our 
power,  to  provide  for  them  a  remedy.  And 
here  permit  me  to  remark  that  the  President 
has  been  most  ni\}n8tiy  accused  of  having 
recommended  nothing  adequate  to  the  occa- 
sion ;  of  having  indicated  no  relief  for  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  people.  Will  no  relief  be  found, 
I  ask,  in  the  emission  of  $10,000,000  in  Treas- 
ury notes  to  be  thrown  into  circnlation  ?  If 
the  wants  of  a  sound  circulating  medium  be 
part  of  the  distress,  will  it  not  be  thus  supplied 
to  the  amonnt  I  have  mentioned  ?  And  will  it 
not  be  farther  beneficial  in  infuang  more  vigor 
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into  the  whole  mass  of  the  cironlafing  medinm, 
in  inoreasiDg  the  proportion  of  nndeprecUted 
enrrenoy  to  that  which  is  already  depreciated  ? 
Ib  there  no  relief  in  extending  for  four,  six,  and 
nine  months,  the  credits  upon  the  duty  bonds ! 
Is  there  no  relief  in  giving  to  the  depont  banks 
additional  time  for  settling  the  balances  they 
owe  t  Let  not  gentlemen  say,  becanse  the  ro- 
ll^ does  not  tally  with  their  own  unreasonable 
expectation,  that  therefore  no  relief  at  all  has 
been  extended.  Great  relief  baa,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  been  afforded,  and  all  that  I  think 
ooold  in  reason  have  been  asked.  Bat  onr  first 
inquiry  is,  what  it  behooves  us  to  do  in  refer- 
Mice  to  tne  revenue.  And  it  is  evident  that 
the  first  thing  is  to  make  immediate  provision 
for  the  supply  of  the  exhausted  Treasury,  and 
put  aside  such  claims  as,  in  the  present  state  of 
things,  ought  not  to  be  made  upon  it.  This,  so 
far  as  the  action  of  this  House  is  concerned, 
has  already  been  done  in  the  passage  of  the 
bills  for  the  suspension  of  the  fourth  instalment 
to  the  States  under  the  deposit  law,  and  the 
emission  of  the  $10,000,000  in  Treasury  notes, 
as  before  mentioned ;  and  it  is  next  to  be  de- 
cided what  course  shall  be  taken  to  avert,  if 
possible,  a  recarrence  of  the  present  catastro- 
phe to  the  revenue.  For  this  three  plans  are 
presented  to  our  consideration :  First,  a  nation- 
al bank ;  secondly,  a  continoance  of  the  present 
deposit  bank  system,  with  some  modifications ; 
and,  lastly,  the  plan  recommended  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  pro- 
gosed  by  the  Conmiittee  on  Finance,  of  an 
idependent  Treasury. 

I  nave  suggested  oblections  which  present 
themselves  to  my  mind,  to  two  of  the  plans : 
and  the  question  may  be  asked — and  it  is  prop- 
er it  should  be  answered — ^whether  any  of  them 
apply  to  the  third  and  only  remaining  idtema- 
tive  measure?  and  my  response  is,  no.  It  is 
not,  like  the  United  States  Bank,  at  war  with 
any  declaration  of  public  opinion.  To  that 
ordeal  it  is  yet  to  he  submitted,  and  I  am  well 
content  that  it  shall  be  brought  to  so  just  a 
standard,  and  that  it  shall  be  pressed  no  longer 
than  it  is  found  in  accordance  with  it.  It  has 
no  hostility  from  the  Executive  to  encounter ; 
fbr  it  is  his  own  of&pring,  and  be  stands  pledged 
to  give  it  a  fEur  chance  for  existence.  It  un- 
plies  the  assumption  of  no  powers  not  clearly 
granted  by  the  constitution ;  and  whether  ex- 
pedient or  not,  is  the  only  question  for  which, 
I  trust,  before  I  have  flnishM,  I  shall  have  suc- 
ceeded in  making  at  least  a  show  of  probability. 
It  has  never  failed ;  for,  so  for  as  this  Govern- 
ment is  concerned,  it  is  yet  a  matter  of  trial, 
and  we  are  doomed  to  bear,  in  relation  to  it, 
the  cry  of  experiment  I  expeiiment  I  nntil  the 
ear  aches  with  the  sonnd.  like  every  thinff 
human,  it  is  liable  to  mal-administration.  ana 
of  course  to  Mnre ;  bnt  it  carries  within  itself 
no  principle  of  inevitable  fallibiUty,  like  the 
banking  system.  Scattered  as  your  treasure 
will  be,  under  it,  firom  one  end  of  Uie  owitinent 
to  the  other,  it  will  Dot  be  likely  to  meet  with 


any  co-extensive  agent  of  deetrucUon;  and, 
although  some  inconsiderable  rill  may  be  dried 
up  here  and  there,  the  great  river  of  your  rev- 
enue will  be  supplied  from  others,  and  flow  on 
copiously  and  freely.  Times  of  difficulty  wiU 
not  disappoint  yon  in  the  use  of  your  fond  in 
hand,  for  it  will  be  in  the  solid  metals— the 
most  unchangeable  and  indestmctible  of  tab- 
lunary  things — and  therefore  so  fitly  chosen  as 
standards  of  value.  Being  in  the  hands  of  the 
immediate  agents  of  the  Government,  no  party 
combination  can  be  strong  enough,  without  an 
actual  revolution,  to  divert  it  {h>m  the  use  to 
which  the  people,  through  their  constitnted 
representatives,  shall  think  proper  to  direct  its 
application,  and  thereby  subject  those  repre- 
sentatives to  other  domination  than  that  of  the 
will  of  their  constituents,  constitutionally  ex- 
pressed. Neither  can  any  great  difficulty  \» 
interposed  by  those  who  may  be  your  deposi- 
taries, in  the  way  of  delivering  it  up.  There 
will  be  no  middle  man  to  stand  between  the 
actual  custodier  of  the  money  and  req>onabili- 
ty ;  there  will  be  no  community  to  back  him 
in  contumacious  refusal  to  comply  with  his 
duty ;  no  real  or  fancied  inability  to  meet  your 
demands  can  be  offered  in  extenuation  of  neg- 
lect ;  no  honest  men,  unconsciously  enUsted  by 
interest,  by  gratitude,  by  innumerable  insicUons 
appeals  to  ardent  natures,  be  induced  to  step 
forward,  and  oppose  their  bodies  to  the  execa- 
tion  of  the  laws.  No  party  qiirit  can  be  rallied 
in  behalf  of  the  delinquent.  Ko  shout  of  party 
triumph  will  be  heard  to  animate  his  sool  to 
bold  defiance ;  but  he  will  stand  alone,  a  con- 
spicnons  mark  for  that  approbation  which 
fidelity  is  sure  to  win,  or  the  sober  condemna- 
tion which  is  as  certainly  visited  by  enlightened 
gnblic  opinion  upon  a  faithless  or  factious  pob- 
c  servant. 

The  plan  is  recommended  to  ns  by  ite  simplici- 
ty, according  in  this  with  the  whole  genius  of 
our  institutions.  One  main  object  of  our  pdi- 
tical  forefathers  was  to  deprive  Government  of 
all  that  mysticism  with  which  kingcreA  h*d 
invested  it.  It  was  intended  that  onr  system 
of  Government  should  be  so  simple  that  eveiy 
citizen  (as  all  take  part  in  its  action)  should  te 
capable  of  comprehending  it ;  that  whosoever 
could  read,  or  hear  read,  oar  excellent  constitn- 
tion,  should  understand  its  meaning,  and  be 
able  to  jndge  of  the  fiddity  of  those  to  whom 
its  admmistration  was  committed.  The  am- 
plidty  of  this  plan,  then,  is  in  beautiful  con- 
formity with  the  rest  of  the  system  of  which 
it  is  intended  to  constitute  a  part 

But  it  has  the  decision  of  time  in  ita  behal£ 
For  aught  we  know  to  the  contrary,  it  has  been 
substantially  tlie  practice  of  all  Governments, 
except  our  own,  up  to  the  present  day.  To 
various  modifications  it  has  doubtless  been 
subjected,  but,  even  in  England,  wide  ^aoe  is 
kept  between  the  exchequer  and  the  bank. 

Bnt  althon^  the  Qovemment,  whether 
united  or  not  to  the  banks  in  her  fiscal  opera- 
tions, <!aB  do  bat  little  le^timately  towards 
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regnlating  their  paper  onrrenoy,  she  OAn,  br 
that  union,  do  much  to  inflame  the  evils,  and, 
hj  so  doing,  work  much  injastioe.  She  can  by 
uat  union  greatly  increase  the  credit  of  thoee 
institutions,  and  give  a  wider  circulation  to 
their  paper  issues,  and  in  this  way  increase 
what  are  called  mercantile  iacilities.  The  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  has  iUnstrated  this 
matter  by  a  figure  so  strong  and  forcible,  that 
it  eonld  not  fai^  I  think,  to  have  brought  con- 
viction to  all  who  heard  him.  Tes,  sir,  take 
the  beggar  from  the  street,  and  stipulate  with 
him  tiiat  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  and  his 
notes  will  be  received  in  payment  of  debts  to 
tliis  Ctovemment,  and  Croesus  himself  was  never 
richer  than  he  would  instantly  become. 

The  Qovemmmt,  I  have  already  eaid,  cannot 
oontinne  her  connection  with  the  banks  with- 
oat  stimulating  them  into  factitious  credit,  and 
increaang  the  tendency  to  commercial  «nd 
gpeonlative  enterprise,  which  is  already  great 
enongb,  Heaven  knows,  and  subtracting  from 
the  ^boring  and  productive  classes,  the  real 
bone  and  sinew,  the  true  human  materitl  of  the 
country.  This  is  too  obvious,  and  the  mischief 
too  great  to  require  elaboration.  But  besides 
this,  extravagance  will  be  the  natural  ofifi^ring 
of  the  system.  We  have  already  seen  the 
tendmey  of  this  evil  to  increase ;  and  increase 
it  will  under  the  continuance  of  the  system, 
until  republican  simplicity  will  be  annihilated 
among  us.  Extravagance,  and  its  companion, 
idleness,  were  the  overthrow  of  all  the  ancient 
republics ;  ay,  and  of  the  modem  ones,  too ;  and 
fittle  6aa  Marino  shines  forth  a  phenomenon  for 
admiration,  saved  from  the  wreck  which  has 
overtaken  others,  by  her  poverty  and  paramo- 
nions  economy. 

The  union  of  the  Government  with  the 
banks,  is  calculated,  I  have  said,  greatly  to  in- 
fluence the  natural  evils  of  the  banking  system. 
Some  of  them  I  have  already  mentioned ;  but 
(me  remains  for  me  to  advert  to,  not  among  the 
least,  if  not  the  very  greatest.  Tiiis  is  the  mis- 
ehlei  of  sudden  expansions  and  contractions. 
To  this  mischief  no  one  can  be  insensible,  for 
all  have  in  one  way  or  other  felt  its  force.  It 
has  a  tendency  to  make  us  a  nation  of  gamblers, 
by  the  constant  stimulus  to  that  spirit  which 
finds  a  place  in  almost  every  bosom,  from  the 
savage  to  the  sage,  and  which  it  is  one  of  the 
great  objects  of  a  wholesome  education  to  sub- 
due. But  the  frequent  and  sudden  reverses  to 
which  every  man  is  exposed,  of  being  rendered 
a  nabob  to-day  by  an  expansion,  and  a  beggar 
to-morrow  by  a  contraction,  must,  in  process 
of  time,  engender  all  that  loose  morality  which 
diaraeterizes  the  professed  worshippers  at  the 
dirine  of  fortune.  Such  is  the  effect  upon 
holders  of  property;  and  upon  the  laboring 
man  it  is,  if  possible,  still  more  baneful ;  for 
Mm  there  is  no  hour  of  prosperity,  but  he  suf- 
fers greatly,  if  not  equally,  both  in  the  ebb  and 
flow  of  the  tide.  In  a  oontraotioQ,  monev  of 
ooorse  becomes  scarce,  and  the  li^rer,  wmee 
onljr  commodity  is  Ms  labor,  is  compeUed  to 


bring  it  daily  into  the  market,  and  take  what- 
ever price  it  may  command ;  while  the  holders 
of  provisions,  less  limited  in  point  of  time  for 
the  oonveruon  of  their  commodities  into  money, 
hold  them  back,  not  willing  to  submit  to  the 
diminished  prices,  and  in  uie  mean  time  the 
laborer  must  starve,  or  buy  at  the  price  de- 
manded. On  the  other  hand,  when  an  expan- 
sion takes  place,  and  money  becomes  plenty, 
labor  is  the  last  thing  to  find  the  level.  The 
continual  necessity  which  the  laborer  is  under 
to  bring  his  commodity  into  the  market,  pre- 
vents any  competition  in  demand,  and  it  is  not 
until  the  general  spring  which  is  given  to  enter- 
prise has  opened  for  it  new  resources,  that  an 
mcreased  demand  for  labor  makes  an  increase 
in  price.  In  the  mean  time  the  laborer  must 
purchase  those  commodities  upon  which  specu- 
lation is  most  apt  to  seize — the  necessaries  of 
life.  It  is  impossible  for  the  Government  to 
remtun  connected  with  the  banks  without  con- 
tributing to  this  mischief;  for  when  the  sup- 
plies exceed  much  the  necessities  of  the  Grov- 
emment,  they  must  lie  in  the  banks,  whose 
directors  must  resist  the  strongest,  or,  at  least, 
most  general  passion  of  the  human  heart — cu- 
pidity— if  they  suffer  them  to  remain  unused, 
and  in  using  them,  an  artificial  expansion  of  the 
currency  is  of  course  erected.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  the  Government  shall  find  it  neces- 
sary to  make  heavy  drafts  upon  the  deposit 
banks,  a  great  contraction  is  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence. These  are  evils  which  the  Govern^ 
ment  cannot  prevent,  but  she  should  abstain, 
as  far  as  possible,  firom  exciting  them ;  and  this 
she  can  do  only  by  disconnection. 

"When  Mr.  Stbanob  had  concluded  Ms  re- 
marks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taumadok,  the  Senate 
a^oumed. 


Fkidat,  September  22. 
Sub-Treamry  Bill. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  conaderatioa 
of  the  bin  providing  for  the  collection  and  cus- 
tody of  the  public  revenue. 

Mr.  TAtLKADOB  said  :  Mr.  President,  I  have 
bestowed  upon  this  subject  all  that  reflection 
which  is  due  to  it,  from  the  high  source  from 
which  it  emanates.  Every  consideration,  both 
personal  and  political,  would  incline  me  to  its 
support,  if  my  judgment  could  be  satisfied  that 
its  adoption  would  promote  the  great  interests 
of  the  country.  Natives  of  the  same  State  and 
of  the  same  county,  the  President  and  myself 
have  been,  from  my  first  entrance  into  piditical 
life  down  to  the  present  time,  on  terms  of  in- 
timacy. In  his  political  career  he  has  on  all 
occasions  reoeiv^  my  cordial  support  It  has 
been  my  fortune  to  be  placed  in  situations,  at 
certain  trying  periods  at  his  history,  wUoh 
have  enabled  me  to  render  him  "  some  service." 
It  is  with  no  ordinary  sensation,  therefore,  that 
I  find  myself  owstnuned,  by  higher  cons^erap 


Digitized  by 


Google 


884 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Shuts.] 


SiA-7VveHKrf  BOL 


[&PimM,iaT. 


tions  than  those  of  political  attachment  or  per- 
sonal fHendship,  to  differ  from  him  on  the 
question  now  before  ns— considerations  of  pub- 
lic duty  which  involve  the  public  weaL  But, 
I  have  the  satisfaction  to  know,  that  he  neither 
enMots  nor  desires  me  to  support  this  or  way 
other  measure  merely  because  it  bears  the 
stamp  of  an  Executive  recommendation.  In 
submitting  this  sub-Treasury  system,  the  Pres- 
ident has  only  obeyed  an  injunction  of  the 
constitution,  which  he  is  sworn  to  support,  and 
which  declares  that  "he  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  give  to  the  Congress  information  of  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  such  measnres  as  he  shidl  judge 
necessary  and  expedient."  This  is  one  of  those 
measures — the  President  has  discharged  his 
duty  in  recommending  it  to  onr  consideration, 
and  I  trust  we  shall  discharge  ours  by  giving  to 
It  that  calm  investigation  and  free  discussion 
which  are  so  well  calculated  to  produce  correct 
results,  in  regard  to  measures  that  involve  the 
great  and  vital  interests  of  the  people. 

The  President  himself  anticipated  much  di- 
versity of  sentiment  on  this  subject.  He  anti- 
cipated also  that  Congress  might,  in  its  wis- 
dom, adopt  some  other  system;  and  he  gave 
the  assurance  of  his  co-operation  in  any  other 
plan  which  might  De  "  ultimately  established." 
He  says: 

"  With  these  views,  I  leave  to  Congreas  the  mess- 
ares  necessary  to  regulate,  in  the  present  emergency, 
the  safe-keeping  and  tranofer  of  the  pubUo  monejm 
In  the  performance  of  oonstitational  duty,  I  have 
stated  to  them,  \ritbout  reserve,  the  result  of  my  own 
redections.  The  subject  is  of  great  importance,  and 
one  on  wlilch  we  can  scarcely  expect  to  be  as  united 
in  sentiment,  as  we  are  in  interest  It  deserves  a 
full  and  free  discussion,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  bene- 
fited by  a  dispassionate  comparison  of  opinions. 
Weil  aware  myself  of  the  duty  of  reciprocal  conces- 
rion  among  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, I  can  promise  a  reasonable  spirit  of  co-opera- 
tion, so  far  OS  it  can  be  indulged  in  without  the  snr- 
tender  of  constitutional  objections  which  I  believe 
to  be  well  founded.  Any  sjntem  that  may  be 
adopted,  should  be  sohjected  to  the  fUlest  legal  pro- 
vision, so  as  to  leave  nothing  to  the  Executive  but 
what  is  necessary  to  the  disc£u-ge  of  the  duties  im- 
posed on  him ;  and,  wiiatever  plan  may  be  ultimately 
estabiished,  my  own  part  shall  l>e  so  discharged  as 
to  give  to  it  a  fair  trial  and  the  best  prospect  of  suc- 


I  trust,  then,  that  the  friends  of  the  admin- 
istration will  view  this  question  as  one  <^  expe- 
diency, and  not  suffer  any  difference  of  opinion 
between  themselves  to  become  a  difference  of 
princi]de  upon  which  they  are  to  divide.  If  it 
be  not  so  viewedj  who  will  take  the  responsi- 
bility, and  who  will  vouch  for  the  consequences 
of  a  contrary  coarse  !  It  is  a  subject  on  which 
men  may  honestly  differ ;  and  it  is  for  that  rea- 
son amongst  others,  that  such  difference  should 
be  expressed  with  perfect  frankness  and  with 
the  utmost  ft«edom.  My  mind  has  long  been 
made  up  against  it ;  and  tbe  reuraing  of  the 


Message,  whilst  it  has  not  convinced  me  to  the 
contruy,  has  only  served  to  confirm  my  pre- 
vious opinions — I  am  therefore  bound  to  say, 
from  a  sense  of  the  most  imperative  duty,  that, 
io  my  judgment,  this  measure  is  fhtnght  wift 
more  mischief  than  any  scheme  which  has  her«- 
tofore  been  broached  in  reference  to  the  finasesi 
of  the  Government  and  the  currency  of  the 
country.  In  saying  this  I  certainly  intend  none 
other  tiian  the  most  profound  re^>ect  for  the 
distinguished  individual  who  has,  in  an  ofBdal 
fonn,  bronght  it  to  onr  notice. 

The  banks  are  now  as  able,  with  the  aid  and 
confidence  of  the  Government,  to  perform  all 
the  duties  required  of  them  as  they  were  befon. 
We  have  the  testimony  of  the  President  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  they  performed 
them  as  well  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btatca 
They  are  capable  of  doing  the  same  again  in  the 
sanft  way.  I  am  not,  therefore,  prepared  to  ai^ 
that,  on  account  of  the  calamity  which  has  b^ 
fallen  the  country,  the  experiment  has  failed, 
and  they  ought  not  to  be  employed  a  seoood 
time.  Ho,  nr;  such  a  catastrophe  may  net 
occur  again  in  the  course  of  a  century.  One 
reason  assigned  for  it  now  was  the  existence  of 
an  enormous  surplus  in  the  Treasury.  This 
cause  is  not  likely  to  exist  hereafter,  for  every 
man  is  willing  to  bring  down  our  receipts  to 
the  measure  of  onr  wants ;  and  under  that,  at 
a  general  rule,  such  a  catastrophe  might  nevir 
happen  again.  The  banks  have  abundance  d 
means  to  meet  all  their  engagements.  Sack 
being  the  case,  all  that  is  necessary  is,  to  create 
confidence,  to  restore  confidence,  and  they  wiB 
be  found  able  to  perform  all  that  is  reqnirsd  «f 
them.  Let  that  confidence  be  extended  to  then 
by  the  Government  in  good  faith,  and  let  th«n 
be  placed  on  their  former  footing.  Let  tbe 
Government  pursue  a  system  which  has  bea 
tried,  and  which  we  know  will  prove  effectual, 
instead  of  attempting  an  "  untried  expedient," 
the  disastrous  consequences  of  which  cannot  bt 
anticipated,  and  which,  I  fear,  imagination  en 
scarcely  depict. 

This  new  experiment  consists  in  a  "  divores 
of  bank  and  State."  This  is  a  mere  cateb- 
phrase,  which  was  ori^nally  introdnoed  \ij 
artftal  and  designing  piditicians  to  impoee  upoa 
the  credulity  and  honesty  of  tbe  people.  Many 
have  adopted  it  witiiout  reflecting  or  inqaiiiiig 
as  to  its  import,  or  its  consequences.  Fbst  in- 
pressions  are  favorable  to  it;  it  snmmcxis  to 
our  recollection  our  early  impreerions  of  a  "  di- 
vorce of  church  and  State."  But  it  is  the  do^ 
of  wise  statesmen  and  discreet  politicians  to 
consider  well  the  evils  which  must  ft^ow  the 
adoption  of  any  system  heretofore  untried  and 
of  doubtful  policy,  however  enphonioos  the 
phrase  may  be  which  designates  its  character 
Defore  the  people. 

Tbe  proposition  contained  in  these  few  catch- 
words, strikes  at  the  very  foundation  of  the 
credit  system  of  the  country.  It  does  not  step 
witb  the  destruction  of  bank  credit,  but  stran- 
glea^  in  itv  witbeitag  gnu^i  oonimeraal  crett 
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also.  It  establishes  ft  depreciated  p^>er  cnr- 
reBcy  for  the  oeople,  and  au  appreciated  specie 
eaneaey  for  ue  incnmbents  of  ofifioe,  and  for 
.GtoTemment  oontraotors.  It  giyes  the  baser 
onrrenoy  to  the  master,  and  the  "  better  oar- 
r^iej  "  to  the  servant  In  a  Government  like 
OOTB,  it  is  impossible  long  to  preserve  our  insti- 
tntions  or  onr  liberties,  u  such  distinctions  ore 
to  prevail.  It  separates  the  Government  of  the 
people  from  the  people  themselves,  as  if  those 
vhom  the  people  have  chosen  to  direct  their 
afiairs  were  of  a  superior  order,  or  distinct  class 
in  society,  endowed  with  peooliar  privileges 
beyond  the  rest  of  the  oommonity.  It  has  a 
tcuodenoj  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people 
from  the  Government.  They  will  come  to  con- 
nder  it  not  as  a  Government  identified  with 
their  feelings  and  interests,  bnt  as  something 
foreign  to  them.  This  is  not  all.  The  Govern- 
ment itself  will  lose  in  a  measure,  the  idea  of 
depmdence  on  the  people.  This  want  of  de- 
pendence is  too  much  felt  already.  Fat  this 
additioaal  power  into  its  hands,  and  the  identity 
of  interests  which  exists,  or  ought  to  exist  be- 
tween them,  is  done  away. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Btsanob)  admits  that  the  people  will,  mider 
tiiia  system,  have  a  depreciated  currency,  whilst 
the  Government  will  enjoy  the  benefits  of  gold 
and  silver,  whatever  they  may  be.  But  he  says 
they  make  that  onrrenoy  for  themselves — they 
need  not  take  it  except  at  their  own  option. 
Sir,  it  is  the  common  ordinary  currency  of  the 
country.  It  has  hitherto  been  good  enough  for 
the  Grovemment,  for  the  people,  for  us  all ;  but 
now,  by  your  own  act,  you  depreciate  it,  and, 
after  maldng  it  the  worse  currency,  you  leave 
it  to  the  people,  and  take  the  gold  and  silver  to 
yourselves  I  The  result  is,  th^  you  give  to  the 
servants  of  the  country  a  kind  of  money  worth 
more  than  the  people's  currency.  Tou  isolate 
the  Government,  so  that  it  becomes  no  longer 
a  part  of  the  people.  Tou  reverse  the  relation 
wnioh  has  always  existed  beween  them:  the 
Government  becomes  the  master,  and  the  peo- 
ple become  the  servants.  By  this  means,  the 
salary  of  every  ofiScer  is  raised  several  per  cent., 
aeoording  as  specie  is  more  valuable  than  paper ; 
and  this  difference,  too,  created  by  your  own 
act  I  Sir,  it  is  a  distinction  which  will  not  be 
tolerated ;  and  those  who  undertake  to  make 
it,  will  find,  in  the  end,  that  they  have  pre- 
sumed too  far  on  the  want  of  intelligence,  and 
<M  the  sobserviency  of  the  people  of  this 
country. 

But  the  project  does  not  stop  here.  It  does 
not  merely  give  to  the  people  a  depreciated 
currency,  but,  by-and-by,  they  will  be  deprived 
of  any  currency  which  will  be  adequate  to  carry 
on  the  busineM  of  the  great  and  diversified 
interests  of  this  community.  Under  this  sys- 
tem, the  specie  (rf  the  country  will  be  drawn 
from  circulation,  and  from  the  vaults  of  the 
banks,  where  it  is  the  basis  of  circulation  and 
of  confidence,  and  deposited  in  these  snb-Treas- 
wy  vaults,  till  the  ooontry  is  left  without  a 
You  XOL—X 


•ufiBcient  circulating  medium  to  transact  its 
ordinary  business.  The  farmer,  the  merchant, 
the  manufacturer,  and  the  mechanic,  will  be 
unable  to  command  the  means  to  pursue  their 
ordinary  avocations,  no  matter  what  their  prop- 
erty may  be.  They  may  be  rich  in  bouses  and 
lands,  in  goods  and  merchandise,  in  manufao- 
tares  and  machinery,  in  materials,  in  tools  and 
implements  of  trade,  nay,  they  may  possess  the 
best  of  bonds  and  mortgages,  and  every  species 
0^  stock  which  has  heretofore  been  deemed 
equivalent  to  money,  and  still  they  will  be  un- 
able to  carry  on  their  ordinary  business  for  want 
of  a  circulating  medium  by  which  to  transact  it. 
Credit  is  the  poor  man's  c«>ital,  as  well  as  the 
auxUiary  of  the  rich.  Deprive  him  of  this,  and 
his  habits  of  industry,  his  character  for  probity, 
his  good  name  and  reputation  avail  him  nothr 
ing.  He  has  no  means  by  which  he  can  rise 
above  the  ordinary  occupf^on  of  a  day  laborer. 
With  a  growing  family,  and  the  increased  ex- 
pense of  living,  he  is  doomed  to  abject  poverty, 
without  the  slightest  hope  of  ever  gaimng  that 
standing  and  that  condition  in  society  which  a 
'^ well-regulated  credit  system"  always  holds 
out  to  the  euterpiiting,  the  honest,  the  indus- 
trious portion  of  the  community. 

Sir,  I  was  surprised  to  hear  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  Stranob)  condemn  onr 
whole  banking  system  as  an  utter  absurdity, 
and  which  he  preMiicted  would  be  looked  upon 
by  those  who  come  after  us  with  as  much  as- 
tonishment as  we  look  upon  the  South  Sea  bub- 
ble. In  this  enlightened  age,  at  this  lato  period 
of  our  history,  after  what  we  have  seen  of  the 
effects  of  the  credit  system  upon  the  country, 
with  the  evidence  of  our  own  senses,  and  the 
testimony  of  all  Europe  in  favor  of  it,  I  confess 
my  amazement  at  hearing  such  sentiments  ut- 
tered on  this  floor.  I  have  not  langaage,  con- 
sistent with  the  high  respect  which  I  entertfdn 
for  that  honorable  Senator,  (Mr.  Stbasoe,)  to 
express  my  astonishment ;  and  I,  therefore,  can 
only  say, 

""Hi  Stratt(/t,titfagBii^  Strang*/' 

The  tendency  of  this  scheme  is  to  bring  fbe 
country,  virtually,  to  an  exclusive  metallic  cur- 
rency. Whatever  gentJemen  may  say  on  this 
subject,  this  wild  and  visionary  theory  is  gdn- 
ing  ground  with  a  certain  portion  of  our  popu- 
lation. It  is  propagated  by  reason  of  the  coun- 
tenance which  it  is  supposed  to  receive  from 
men  in  high  places.  Meetings  have  been  held 
in  New  York  and  elsewhere,  at  which  an  ex- 
clusive metallic  currency  has  been  resolved  on 
as  the  only  trne  policy.  All  p{u>er  money  of 
every  description  has  been  repnoiated,  as  con- 
trary to  the  genius  of  onr  Government  and  the 
spirit  of  our  institutions.  In  the  same  resolu- 
tions, men  in  elevated  stations  have  been  ap- 
plauded by  name  for  maintaining  the  same  doo- 
trines.  The  proceedings  of  such  meetings  have 
been  responded  to  in  terms  of  appr^>ation, 
thereby  tacitly  acquiescing  in  all  the  principles 
set  forth  in  them,  and  thus  giving  currency  to 
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them  with  the  people.  It  is  the  belief  tha* 
such  principles  are  recognized  by  those  to 
whose  approval  they  are  submitted,  that  excites 
the  alarm  and  apprehension  which  pervades  the 
rational  and  thinking  portion  of  the  commonity. 
It  is  this,  too,  which  gives  oonntenance  to  the 
idea  that  the  sub-Treasury  scheme  is  intended 
to  bring  about  an  exclusive  metallic  currency. 

Genuemen  are  very  anxious,  apparently,  for 
this  divorce,  as  they  are  pleased  to  term  it.  I 
would  remind  them,  however,  that  whilst  thy 
are  talking  of  a  divorce,  they  are  getting  up  an 
incestuous  union  1>etween  members  of  the  same 
family — a  marriage  which  is  unlawful;  and 
which  I  would  say  comes  within  the  Levitical 
degrees,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  forbidden. 

This  union  which  is  now  proposed  is  a  most 
unsafe  and  dangerous  one.  It  reminds  me  of 
an  anecdote  of  a  captain  of  a  packet  with  whom 
I  was  acquainted,  who  informed  me  that  he 
always  found  it  indispensably  necessary,  for  the 
safety  of  his  ship's  stores,  to  have  his  cook  and 
his  steward  of  different  families,  and  if  possible 
of  diflferent  colors,  and  if  he  could  get  up  a  fight 
between  them,  it  was  all  the  better ;  for  if  they 
were  connected  together  in  a  common  bond  of 
interest  or  affection,  the  stores  were  apt  to  be 
wasted.  So  here,  I  think  our  stores,  the  stores 
of  the  ship  of  State,  will  not  be  safe,  if  a  onion 
take  place  between  the  Government  and  the 

gnblic  Treasury,  which  ought  to  l)e  separated 
1  different  sets  of  hands,  and  those,  too,  antag- 
onist hands. 

The  ofiBcers  to  be  employed  mider  this  sys- 
tem, so  far  from  being  antagonist  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, are  ofBcers  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, entirely  dependent  on  it,  and  who  may 
be  removed  by  its  fiat  at  any  moment  from 
their  offices.  There  is  positive  danger  in  the 
scheme.  All  the  depodts  of  the  public  money, 
all  the  Treasury,  together  with  the  other  Execu- 
tive powers,  will  now  be  united  in  the  same 
fiunOy,  and  in  the  same  hands.  I  see  no  se- 
onrity,  but  absolute  inseonrity,  absolnte  danger, 
in  the  proposed  system.  But  let  xa  con«der 
the  chances  of  security  which  the  system  offers 
for  the  safety  of  the  public  moneys.  The  Sen- 
ator from  North  Ccux)lina  tells  us  the  public 
ftmds  will  hardly  ful  to  be  safe,  for  if  the 
officer  should  appropriate  them  to  his  own  use, 
he  may  be  hung  up  by  the  neck  until,  to  use 
the  forcible  repetitions  of  that  gentleman,  he  is 
dead,  dead,  dead  1  "What  security  is  there  hero, 
sir,  when  the  money  is  already  gone?  Will 
the  dead  body  answer  any  of  the  purposes  of 
security?  Or  does  the  gentleman  really  im- 
agine tiiat  the  penalty  of  death  itself  will  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  defalcation  f  Does  not 
the  experience  of  all  countries  show  that  the 
severest  penalties  do  not  operate  as  preventives 
of  crime  of  any  kind  f  "We  have  only  to  look 
to  onr  own  country  for  illustrations  of  the  in- 
sufficiency and  insecurity  of  the  proposed  sys- 
tem. What,  for  example,  is  thought  to  be  the 
best  s^tem  for  the  collection  of  the  tolls  on  the 
New  York  canaK    It  is  the  system  of  deposit 


with  the  banks.  The  money  is  rapidly  brought 
into  the  banks,  and  the  least  possible  means  an 
left  in  the  power  of  the  collectors.  The  great 
mass  of  the  funds  collected  are  therefore  alwajv 
on  deposit  in  the  banks,  which  credit  the  Cov- 
emment  with  the  amount.  It  is  owing  to  this 
system  of  removing  responsibility  for  such  large 
sums  of  money  from  individuals,  and  reposii^ 
it  upon  banks,  that  from  the  very  first  period 
of  the  formation  of  the  canals  down  to  the  ures- 
ent  moment  the  State  has  not  lost  one  smgle 
dollar  of  the  canal  funds,  though  millions  imd 
millions  have  been  collected.  If  the  qrstem 
were  proposed  in  the  State  Legislature  to  take 
the  personal  responsibility  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection,  together  witli  secnritr, 
Eudi  as  is  proposed  to  be  done  by  the  presoit 
scheme,  it  would  not  be  able  to  command  a  sin- 
gle vote  I  How  then  can  it  be  here  maintained 
by  gentlemen  that  such  an  objectionable  plan, 
rejected  altogether  by  prudent  and  experienced 
legislators,  is  the  best  plan,  and  ought  to  be 
adopted  ?  There  is  a  law  now  on  the  statute 
book  that  certain  disbursing  officers  shall  de- 
posit whatever  public  funds  come  into  their 
hands,  in  the  bank  nearest  to  them  until  re- 
quired to  be  paid  out.  Whence  comes  the 
necessity  of  such  a  law?  why  does  the  law 
exist,  if  penalties  and  securities  make  the 
money  as  safe  as  when  deposited  in  the  banks. 
Every  fact  goes  against  the  system  as  pro- 
posed by  this  bill,  and  at  the  same  time  every 
fact  goes  in  favor  of  the  system  which  it  is  new 
suddenly  proposed  to  cast  aside]  Can  it  bo 
possible  that  gentlemen  wish  to  expose  tbo 
Treasury  as  it  will  be  exposed  by  this  scheme! 
I  do  not  wish  to  disparage  our  pablio  officers 
or  those  who  may  be  employed  under  this  sys- 
tem. Bat,  I  look  at  human  nature  as  it  is.  I 
look  at  the  temptations  to  which  they  are  ex- 
posed. The  confidence  of  individuals  in  their 
own  integrity  may  be  unbounded,  and  they 
will  never  suspect  it  till  put  to  the  test  of  sndi 
temptations  as  will  be  presented  under  this  srs- 
tem.  I  mean  no  unnecessary  or  improper  dis- 
paragement when  I  say,  I  have  no  faith  in  the 
safety  of  the  public  money  if  this  scheme  goes 
into  operation.  There  is  danger  in  every  stage 
of  it.  And  no  opportunity  will  pass  unim- 
proved where  the  temptation  is  sufficiently  pre- 
sented.   There  is  no  safety  in  it. 

"  Toa  JOKT  «s  well  spietd  oot  the  nnnum'd  heqie 
Of  mbers  tieuore  bjr  an  onUsw't  den, 
And  tell  id«  It  Is  safe,  u  bid  me  hope 
Danger  wUl  wlsk  on  opportonltjr.* 

Ur.  BsNTOir  rose  to  offer  the  aid  of  his  voice 
in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  in  favor  of  the 
bill  to  which  it  was  proposed  to  be  attached. 
He  considered  the  amendment  and  the  bill  as 
one  measure,  indissolubly  connected  in  their 
nature ;  and  that  the  bill  would  be  of  little 
value,  unless  the  amendment  was  made.  There 
might  have  been  some  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  time  and  mode  of  adopting  the  provi- 
sions contained  in  the  amendment— -wheth«r  it 
should  be  done  at  tliis  sesnon,  or  at  the  next; 
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and  whether  it  shoald  be  effected  hy  an  amend- 
atorjr  clause,  or  by  a  separate  biU.  There  might 
have  been  room  for  difference  of  opinion  on 
these  points  a  few  days  ago ;  bat,  since  the 
•  amendment  is  offered,  and  opposed,  it  must  be 
carried,  or  the  bill  itself  consiuered  as  lost. 

The  bill  is  to  divorce  the  Government  fl*om 
the  banks,  or  rather  is  to  declare  the  divorce, 
for  the  separation  has  already  taken  place  by 
the  operation  of  law  and  by  the  delinquency  of 
the  hanks.  The  bill  is  to  declare  the  divorce ; 
the  amendment  is  to  exclude  their  notes  from 
revenne  payments,  not  all  at  once,  bnt  grad- 
ually, and  to  be  accomplished  by  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1841.  Until  then  the  notes  of  spe- 
cie-paying banks  may  be  I'eceived,  diminishing 
one-fourth  annually ;  and  after  that  day,  all  pay- 
ments to  and  from  the  Federal  Government  are 
to  he  made  in  hard  money.  Until  that  day, 
payments  from  the  United  States  will  be  gov- 
emed  by  existing  laws.  The  amendment  does 
not  affect  the  Post  0£Sce  Department  until  Jan- 
nary,  1841 ;  until  then,  the  fiscal  operations  of 
that  department  remain  under  the  present  laws ; 
after  that  day  they  fall  under  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  oil  payments  to  and  iVom  that  de- 
partment will  be  made  in  hard  money.  The 
effect  of  the  whole  amendment  will  be  to  re- 
store the  currency  of  the  constitution  to  the 
Federal  Government — to  re-establish  the  great 
acts  of  1789  and  of  1800 — declaring  that  the 
tevenaes  should  be  collected  in  gold  and  silver 
coin  only ;  those  early  statutes  which  were  en- 
acted by  the  hard  money  men  who  made  the 
constitution,  who  had  seen  and  felt  the  evils  of 
that  paper  money,  and  intended  to  guard  against 
those  evils  in  future  by  creating,  not  a  paper, 
but  a  hard  money  Government. 

I  am  for  this  restoration.  Tarn  for  restoring 
to  the  Federal  Treasury  the  currency  of  the 
eoostitntioo.  I  am  for  carrying  back  ttaa  Gk>v- 
enmtent  to  the  solidity  projected  by  its  found- 
ers. This  is  a  great  object  in  itself — a  reform 
of  the  first  magmtnde — a  reformation  with  heal- 
ing on  its  wings,  bringing  safety  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  blessings  to  the  people.  The  currency 
is  a  thing  which  reaches  every  individaol  and 
every  institation. 

Great  are  the  evils,  political,  pecuniary,  and 
moral,  which  have  flowed  from  this  departure 
from  our  constitution.  Through  the  Federal 
Government  alone — through  it,  not  by  it — two 
millions  and  a  half  of  money  have  been  lost  in 
the  last  four  months.  Thirty-two  millions  of 
pablio  money  was  the  amount  in  the  deposit 
banks  when  they  stopped  payment ;  of  this  sum 
twenty-five  millions  have  been  paid  over  to 
Government  creditors,  or  transferred  to  the 
States.  Bnt  how  paid,  and  how  transferred? 
In  what!  In  real  money,  or  its  eqTiivalent? 
Kot  at  ant  But  in  the  notes  of  suspended 
hanks— m  notes  depreciated,  on  an  average,  ten 
per  cent.  Here  then  were  two  and  a  h^  mil- 
lions lost.  Who  bore  the  loss?  The  public 
creditors  and  the  States.  Who  gainei  it  ?  for 
where  there  is  a  loss  to  one,  there  must  be  a 


gain  to  another.  Who  gained  the  two  and  a 
half  millions,  thus  sunk  upon  the  hands  of  the 
creditors  and  the  States  ?  The  banks  were  the 
gainers;  they  gained  it;  the  public  creditors 
and  the  States  lost  it ;  and  to  the  creditors  it 
was  a  forced  loss.  It  is  in  v^n  to  say  that  they 
consented  to  take  it.  They  had  no  alternative. 
It  was  that  or  nothing.  The  banks  forced  it 
upon  the  Government;  the  Government  forced 
it  upon  the  creditor.  Consent  was  out  of  the 
question.  Power  ruled,  and  that  power  was  in 
the  banks ;  and  they  gained  the  two  and  a  half 
millions  which  the  States  and  the  public  cred- 
itors lost. 

The  Senator  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tau.- 
MADOE,)  who  had  just  spoken  with  so  much 
ability,  and  who  is  opposed  both  to  this  bUI 
and  tins  amendment,  has  predicted  an  argu- 
ment in  (kvor  of  the  local  banks  on  account  of 
the  small  amount  of  the  public  money  which 
has  been  lost  in  their  hands ;  but  here  is  two 
and  a  half  millions  in  a  single  operation,  and 
without  going  bock  to  the  period  of  bank  stop- 
pages in  1819  and  1814.  He  confines  himself 
to  direct  losses,  but  that  is  a  most  imperfect 
view  of  the  question.  The  full  view  embraces, 
besides  direct  losses,  all  that  ore  incidental  to 
the  use  of  depreciated  paper  money ;  increased 
prices — disappointed  operations  by  sea  and  land 
m  time  of  war — and  embarrassed  operations  in 
time  of  peace ;  per  centoms  shaved  off  at  every 
step ;  the  ignorant,  the  helpless,  the  necessi- 
tous, imposed  upon;  and  one  vast  scene  of 
pushing  off  bod  paper  on  each  other  exhibited 
all  over  the  country. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  estimate  the  moneyed 
losses,  direct  or  indu-ect,  to  the  Government 
alone,  from  the  use  of  local  bank  notes,  in  the 
last  twenty-five  years,  including  the  war,  and 
covering  three  general  suspensions.  Leaving 
the  people  out  of  view,  as  a  field  of  losses  be- 
yond calculation,  I  confine  myself  to  the  Fed- 
eral Governments  and  say,  its  losses  have  been 
enormous,  prodigious,  and  incalculable.  We 
have  had  three  general  stoppages  of  the  local 
banks  in  the  short  space  of  twenty-two  years. 
It  is  at  the  average  rate  of  one  in  seven  years : 
and  who  is  to  guaranty  us  from  another,  and 
from  the  consequent  losses,  if  we  continue  to 
receive  their  hills  in  payment  of  pnblic  dnes. 
Another  stoppage  must  come,  and  that,  reason- 
ing from  all  ouidogies,  in  less  than  seven  years 
after  the  resumption.  Many  must  perish  in  the 
attempt  to  resume,  and  would  do  better  to  wind 
up  at  once,  without  attempting  to  go  on,  with- 
out adequate  means,  and  agunst  appalling  ob- 
stacles. Another  revulsion  must  come.  Thus 
it  was  after  the  last  resumption.  The  banks 
recommenced  payments  in  1817 — in  two  years, 
the  failures  were  more  disastrous  thon  ever. 
Thus  it  was  in  England  after  the  long  suspen- 
sion of  twenty-six  years.  Payments  recom- 
menced in  1823 — in  1825  the  most  desolating 
crash  of  banks  took  place  which  had  ever  been 
known  in  the  kingdom,  although  the  bank  of 
England  had  imported,  in  less  tiian  four  years, 
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.  twenty  millions  sterling  in  gold,  about  one  hnn- 
dred  millions  of  dollars,  to  recommence  upon. 
Its  eflEects  reached  this  country,  crushed  the 
cotton  honses  in  New  Orleans,  depressed  the 
money  market,  and  injured  all  business.  Why 
was  this?  Why  was  it  that,  within  two  years 
after  resamption,  both  in  England  and  in  our 
America,  these  disastroos  revulsions  ensued? 
Loss  of  confidence  was  the  cause ;  and  that  loss 
resulting,  not  from  the  act  of  Government,  but 
from  the  conduct  of  the  banks  themselves.  The 
banks  had  failed,  and,  therefore,  could  fail.  The 
people  had  seen  them  fail,  and,  therefore,  they 
feared  they  might  do  so  agtun.  There  was  no 
confidence  in  them ;  no  more  than  the  coach- 
man places  in  the  balking  horse  when  he  comes 
to  the  hill.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Biv£s)  wishes  the  Government  to  do  something 
to  reanimate  confidence  in  these  banks.  Could 
a  law  of  Congress  inspire  confidence  into  his 
coachman,  and  give  him  faith  in  the  balkiug 
horse  ?  No  more  can  it  be  done  in  relation  to 
these  banks.  They  have  stopped,  universally 
and  simultaneously,  in  a  season  of  profound 
peace  and  general  prosperity — no  war,  no  pes- 
tilence, no  famine — with  four  times  as  much 
specie  in  the  oonntry  as  ever  was  in  it  before  ; 
and  this  stoppage  has  killed  confidence.  It  is 
dead  by  the  act  of  the  banks,  and  cannot  be 
legislated  into  existence  again  by  act  of  Con- 
gress. Confidence  is  a  plant  of  voluntary  and 
not  of  forced  existence.  It  is  said  by  an  emi- 
nent man  to  be  a  plant  of  slow  growth.  We 
all  know  it  to  be  so ;  and  we  know,  besides, 
that  when  this  plant  is  once  pulled  up  by  the 
roots,  it  rarely  takes  root  again  in  the  same 
place. 

The  Senators  from  New  York  and  Yirginia 
(Messrs.  Taujiaooe  and  Rives)  push  this  point 
of  confidence  a  little  further ;  they  address  a 
question  to  me,  and  ask  if  I  would  lose  confi- 
dence in  ail  steamboats,  and  have  them  all  dis- 
carded, if  one  or  two  blew  up  in  the  Missis- 
sippi ?  I  answer  the  question  in  all  frankness, 
and  say,  that  I  should  not  But  if,  instead  of 
one  or  two  in  the  Mississippi,  all  the  steam- 
boats in  the  Union  should  blow  up  at  once — in 
every  creek,  river,  and  bay — ^while  all  the  pas- 
sengers were  sleeping  in  confidence,  and  the 
pilots  crying  oat  all  is  well ;  if  the  whole  should 
blow  up  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the 
other  just  as  fast  as  they  could  hear  each  other's 
explosions:  then,  indeed,  I  should  lose  confi- 
dence in  them,  and  never  again  trust  wife,  or 
child,  or  my  own  foot,  or  any  thing  not  intended 
for  destruction,  on  board  such  sympathetic  and 
contagious  engines  of  death.  I  answer  further, 
and  tell  the  gentlemen,  that  if  only  one  or  two 
banks  had  stopped  last  May  in  New  York,  I 
should  not  have  lost  all  confidence  in  the  re- 
maining nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine;  but 
when  the  w|iole  thousand  stopped  at  once; 
tumbled  down  together — fell  in  a  lump — lie 
there — and  when  one  of  their  number,  by  a 
sign  with  the  little  finger,  can  make  the  whole 
lie  still,  then,  indeed,  confidence  is  gone  1    And 


this  is  the  case  with  the  banks.  They  have  not 
only  stopped  altogether,  but  in  a  season  of  pio- 
found  peace,  with  eighty  millions  of  specie  in 
the  country,  and  just  after  the  annual  examina- 
tions by  commissioners  and  legislative  cominit- 
tees,  and  when  all  was  reported  well.  With 
eighty  millions  in  the  country,  they  stop  creD 
for  change  I  It  did  not  take  a  national  caJanitT 
— a  war  to  stop  them  I  They  fell  in  time  ^ 
peace  and  prosperity !  We  read  of  people  in 
the  West  Indies,  and  in  6onth  America,  vho 
rebuild  their  cities  on  the  same  spot  when 
earthquakes  had  overthrown  them ;  we  are  as- 
tonished at  their  fatuity ;  we  wonder  that  the; 
will  build  again  on  the  same  perilous  fonnda- 
tions.  But  these  people  have  a  reason  for  their 
conduct ;  it  is,  that  their  cities  are  only  de- 
stroyed by  earthquakes ;  it  takes  an  earthqnih) 
to  destory  them ;  and  when  there  is  no  eMth- 
quake,  they  are  safe.  But  suppose  their  citie 
fell  down  without  any  commotion  in  the  esrlL 
or  the  air — fell  in  a  season  of  x>erfect  calm  ud 
serenity — and  after  that  the  survivors  ahonlil 
go  to  building  again  in  the  same  place;  wobM 
not  all  the  world  say  that  they  were  demented, 
and  were  doomed  to  destruction  ?  Bo  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  by  the* 
banks.'  If  it  continues  to  use  them,  and  to  re- 
ceive their  notes  for  revenue,  after  what  has 
happened,  and  in  the  fbce  of  what  noweiis-ts, 
it  argnes  fi&tnity  and  a  doom  to  destnction. 

Besnme  when  they  will,  or  when  they  shall, 
and  the  longer  it  is  delayed  the  worse  for  them- 
selves, the  epoch  of  resumption  is  to  be  a  peril- 
ous crisis  to  many.  This  stopping  and  r«mniiig 
by  banks  is  the  realization  of  the  poetical  de- 
scription of  the  descent  into  hell,  ana  theretora 
from  it.  Faeilit  deseentus  Avemi—ted  ra^ 
care  gradum — Aoe  ojmt,  hie  labor  at.  Easy  is 
the  descent  into  the  regions  below,  but  to  !*• 
turn  I  this  is  work,  this  'is  labor  indeed  I  Oc 
banks  have  made  the  descent ;  they  have  gow 
down  with  ease ;  but  to  return — to  ascend  the 
rugged  steps,  and  behold  again  the  light  above 
—how  many  will  falter  and  fall  back  agan  into 
the  gloomy  regions  below  1 

The  day  of  resumption  will  be  a  day  of  paij 
and  of  death,  to  many.  It  is  a  penal^  tW* 
their  extraordinary  stoppage  has  imposed. 
Many  must  fail  in  the  trial ;  probably  «  M* 
panic  and  pressure  take  place ;  and  those  wo 
must  attribute  every  calamity  to  the  •n^™*' 
the  ignorance,  and  the  misgovemment  of  w 
republican  party,  had  as  well  be  preparing  their 
accusations  in  advance;  for  the  continpn^.' 
will  come,  and  a  catise  for  it  must  be  fo""*' "• 
the  misconduct  of  the  Government.  Let  tnem 
prophetize  in  advance,  and  show  their  capja'J 
for  political  divination  by  vaticinating  before- 
hand, and  exhibiting  now  a  political  cause  wr 
an  event  to  arise  hereafter  out  of  the  natani 
progress  of  banking.  ,    , 

Banks  of  circulation  are  banks  of  haaro  ana 
of  faUnre.  It  is  an  incident  of  their  M»» 
Those  without  circulation  rarely  fail  Tdm  O'^ 
Venice  has  stood  seven  hundred  years;  tho* 
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of  Hambnrg,  Amstwdam,  and  others,  have  stood 
for  centmies.  The  Bank  of  England,  the  great 
mother  of  banks  of  oircolation,  ^ides  an  aotnal 
8t<^page  of  a  quarter  of  a  oentnry,  has  had  her 
criffls  and  convnlsion  in  average  periods  of  seTen 
or  eight  years,  for  the  last  half  century — ^in  1788, 
'93,  *9r,  1814,  '19,  '25,  '86— and  has  only  been 
saTed  from  repeated  fSulure  by  the  powerful 
sapportof  the  British  Goyemment,  ana  profose 
Bapplies  of  ezcheqner  bills.  Her  namerons  prog- 
eny of  private  and  joint  stock  banks  of  circn- 
latioa  have  had  the  same  convnlsions ;  and,  not 
being  supported  by  the  Government,  have  sunk 
by  hmidreds  at  a  time.  All  the  banks  of  the 
United  States  are  banks  of  circulation;  they 
are  all  subject  to  the  inherent  dangers  of  that 
elass  of  banks,  and  are,  besides,  subject  to  new 
dangers  peculiar  to  themselves.  From  the 
quantity  of  their  stock  held  by  foreigners,  the 
quantity  of  other  stocks  in  their  han£,  and  the 
current  foreign  balance  against  the  United 
States,  our  pi^er  i^stem  has  become  an  append- 
age to  that  of  England.  As  such,  it  suffers 
from  ^mpathy  when  the  English  system  suf- 
fers. In  addition  to  this,  a  new  doctrine  is 
now  broached — that  our  first  duty  is  to  foreign- 
ers !  and,  upon  this  principle,  when  the  banks 
of  the  two  countries  are  in  peril,  ours  are  to  be 
sacrificed  to  save  those  of  ifngland  I 

-The  power  of  a  few  banks  over  the  whole 
presents  a  new  feature  of  danger  in  our  system. 
It  consolidates  the  banks  of  the  whole  Union 
into  one  mass,  and  subjects  them  to  one  fate, 
and  that  fate  to  be  decided  by  a  few,  without 
even  the  knowledge  of  the  rest  An  unknown 
divan  of  bankers  sends  fortii  an  edict  which 
sweeps  over  the  empire,  crosses  the  lines  of 
States  with  the  facility  of  a  Turkish  firman, 
prostrating  all  State  institutions,  breaking  up 
aQ  engagements,  and  levelling  all  law  before  it. 
This  is  consolidation  of  a  kind  which  the  genius 
of  Patrick  Henry  had  not  even  conceived.  But 
while  this  firman  is  thus  potent  and  Irresistible 
{df  prostration,  it  is  impotent  and  powerless  for 
lesorreotion.  It  goes  oat  in  vain,  bidding  the 
prostrate  banks  to  nse.  A  veto  power  inter- 
venes. One  voice  is  snfScient  to  keep  all  down ; 
and  thus  we  have  seen  one  word  from  Philadel- 
phia annihilate  the  New  York  proportion  for 
resumption,  and  condemn  the  many  solvent 
banks  to  the  continuation  of  a  condition  as 
mortifying  to  their  feelings  as  it  is  iignrioos  to 
their  future  interests. 

But  what  excuse,  what  apology,  what  justifi- 
eadon  have  we  for  surrendering,  abandoning, 
and  losing  the  precise  advantage  for  which  the 
present  oonstitation  was  formed!  What  was 
that  advantage — what  the  leading  and  govern- 
ing object  which  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
old  confederation,  and  induced  the  adoption  of 
the  present  form  of  Government?  It  was  rev- 
enue! independent  revenue  I  a  revenue  under 
the  absolute  control  of  this  Grovemment,  and 
free  from  the  action  of  the  States.  This  was 
the  motive,  the  leading  and  governing  motive, 
which  led  to  the  formation  ofthis  Government, 


The  reason  was,  that  the  old  confederation, 
being  dependent  upon  the  States,  was  often  left 
without  money.  This  state  of  being  was  in- 
compatible with  its  existence;  it  deprived  it 
of  all  power ;  its  imbecility  was  a  proverb.  To 
extricate  it  from  that  conation  was  the  design, 
and  the  cardinal  design  of  the  new  constitution. 
An  independent  revenue  was  given  to  it — inde- 
pendent even  of  the  States.  Is  it  not  suicidal 
to  surrender  that  independence,  and  to  surren- 
der it,  not  to  States,  but  to  money  corporations  ? 
What  does  history  record  of  the  penury  and 
moneyed  destitution  of  the  old  confederation, 
comparable  to  the  annihilation  of  the  revenues 
ofthis  Grovemment  in  May  last,  when  the  banks 
shut  down,  in  one  night,  upon  a  revenue  in  hand 
of  thirty-two  millions ;  even  upon  that  which 
was  in  the  names  of  disbursing  oflSoers,  and 
refuse  a  nine-pence  or  a  picaillon  in  money 
from  that  day  to  this  ?  What  is  there  in  the 
history  of  the  old  confederation  comparable  to 
this  ?  The  old  confederation  was  often  reduced 
low — often  near  empty  handed — but  never  saw 
itself  stripped  in  an  instant,  as  if  by  enchant- 
ment, of  tens  of  millions,  and  heard  the  shout 
of  triumph  thundered  over  its  head,  and  the 
notes  of  exultation  sung  over  its  supposed  de- 
struction I  Yet,  this  is  what  we  have  seen — 
what  we  now  see — ^from  having  surrendered  to 
corporations  our  moneyed  independence,  and 
unwisely  abandoned  the  precise  advantage 
which  led  to  the  formation  of  this  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  do  not  go  into  the  moral  view  of  this  ques- 
tion. It  is  too  obvious,  too  impressive,  too 
grave,  to  escape  the  observation  of  any  one. 
Demoralization  follows  in  the  train  of  an  un- 
convertible paper  money.  The  wh(de  com- 
munity becomes  exposed  to  a  moral  pestilence. 
Every  individual  become  the  victim  of  some 
imposition,  and,  in  self-defence,  imposes  upon 
some  one  else.  The  weak,  the  ignorant,  the 
uninformed,  the  necessitous,  are  the  sufferers ; 
the  crafty  and  the  opulent  are  the  gainers. 
The  evil  augments  until  tiie  moral  sense  of  tiie 
community,  revolting  at  the  frightful  accumu- 
lation of  fraud  and  misery,  appues  the  radical 
remedy  of  total  reform. 

Thus,  pecuniary,  political,  and  moral  consid- 
erations require  the  Government  to  retrace  its 
steps,  to  return  to  first  principles,  and  to  restore 
its  fiscal  action  to  the  ^e  and  solid  path  of  the 
constitution.  Reform  is  demanded.  It  is  called 
for  by  every  public  and  by  every  private  con- 
sideration. Now  is  the  time  to  make  it.  The 
connection  between  bank  and  State  is  actually 
dissolved.  It  is  dissolved  by  operation  of  law, 
and  by  the  delinquency  of  these  institutions. 
They  have  forfeited  the  right  to  the  deposits, 
and  lost  the  privilege  of  paying  the  revenue  in 
their  notes,  by  ceasing  to  pay  specie.  The  Gov- 
ernment is  now  going  on  without  them,  and  all 
that  is  wanting  is  the  appropriate  legislation  to 
perpetuate  the  divorce  which,  in  point  of  fact, 
has  already  t^en  place.  Kow  is  the  time  to 
act ;  this  tiie  moment  to  restore  the  oonstitn- 
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tional  currency  to  ihe  Federal  GoTemment ;  to 
restore  the  castody  of  the  public  moneys  to 
national  keepers;  and  to  avoia,  in  time  to  come, 
tlie  calamitous  revulsions  and  perilous  catas- 
trophes of  1814,  1819,  and  1887. 

And  vhat  is  the  obstacle  to  the  adoption  of 
this  course,  so  imperiously  demanded  by  the 
safety  of  the  republic,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  and  so  earnestly  recommended  to  us  by 
the  Chief  Magistrate !  What  is  the  obstacle — 
vhat  the  power  that  connterrails  the  Ezecu- 
tive  reoonunendatiou,  paralyzes  the  action  of 
Congress,  and  stays  the  march  of  reform !  The 
bulks — the  banks— the  banks,  are  this  obstacle, 
and  tills  power.  They  set  up  the  pretension  to 
force  their  paper  into  the  Federal  Treasury,  and 
to  force  themselves  to  be  constituted  (hat  Treas- 
ury. Though  now  bankrupt,  their  paper  dis- 
honored, their  doors  closed  against  creditors, 
eveiy  public  and  every  private  obligation  vio- 
lated, still  they  arrogate  a  supremacy  over  this 
Federal  Qovemment ;  they  demand  the  guard- 
ianship of  the  public  moneys,  and  the  privilege 
of  fhrnishing  a  Federal  currency ;  and,  though 
too  weak  to  pay  their  debts,  they  are  strong 
enough  to  throttle  this  Government,  and  to 
hold,  in  doubtful  suspense,  the  issue  of  their 
Tast  pretensions. 

And  what  new  power  is  this,  so  formidable 
and  so  daring,  and  the  name  of  which  is  not 
seen  in  our  constitution  ? 

Whence  its  origin,  its  progress,  and  its  pres- 
ent pretensions}  Sir,  its  origin  is  humble ;  its 
first  progress  slow ;  its  vast  pretensions  of  re- 
cent date.  In  the  year  1780,  the  first  petition 
was  presented  to  the  (Congress  of  the  confedera- 
tion for  the  establishment  of  a  bank ;  ten  years 
afterwards  there  were  but  three  in  the  country ; 
in  twenty  years  more,  there  were  only  a  few 
dozen :  now  nearly  a  thousand,  and  constantly 
multiplying.  The  first  petition  was  bottomed 
solely  upon  patriotism,  without  the  least  design 
of  pecuniary  advantage  to  the  projectors,  and 
intended  wholly  to  aid  in  famishing  supplies  to 
a  detachment  of  the  revolutionary  army.  I 
will  read  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Oon- 
gress  upon  that  petition,  that  the  Senate  may 
see  the  progress  which  banks  have  made  since 
that  day,  and  the  change  which  has  since  taken 
place  in  their  character  and  views. 

CkMIOBUS  or  THE  CJONTSIXBAnOK,  JuDC  22, 1780. 

Report  of  a  eommittte. 
"  Whereas,  a  number  of  the  patriotic  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania  have  communicated  to  Congress  a 
liberal  offer,  on  their  own  credit,  and  by  their  own 
exertions,  to  supply  and  transport  three  miUions  of 
rations,  and  three  himdred  hogsheads  of  rum,  for  the 
use  of  the  army,  and  tiave  established  a  bank  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  obtaining  and  transporting  the  said 
supplies  with  the  greater  facility  and  despatch ;  and 
whereas,  on  the  one  band,  the  associators,  animated 
to  this  laudable  exertion  by  a  desire  to  relieve  the 
public  necessities,  mean  not  to  derive  from  it  the 
least  pecuniary  advantage,  so,  on  the  other,  it  is  just 
and  reasonable  that  they  should  be  fully  reimboned 
and  indemnified :   JW^or<,  i«m<v«2,  That  Congtess 


entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  liberal  offer  of  the  said 
associators  to  raise  and  tranqx>rt  the  beAne-men- 
tioned  supplies  for  the  army,  and  do  accept  the  nme 
as  a  distmguished  proof  of  their  patriotism.  St- 
totved,further.  That  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  pledged  to  the  subecribets 
to  the  said  Itanlc,  for  their  eiETectual  rdmboraement  hi 
the  premises." 

Such  is  the  recent  and  humble  orian  ot 
banking  in  this  country.    How  gigantic  has 
been  its  progress  since  that  day  I    It  is  now  the 
predominating  power  in  our  America.    Gr«at 
as  it  now  is,  what  must  it  be  in  a  few  years 
more,  if  it  continues  growing  and  expanding  at 
the  same  rate?     What  mtist  it  be  in  a  few 
years,  if  it  succeeds  now  in  this  contest  with 
the  Federal  Government,  and  imposes  its  pajier 
currency  upon  the  Federal  Treasury,  ana  con- 
tinues to  be  the  keeper  of  the  public  moaeyBt 
The  administration  is  accused  of  making  war 
upon  the  local  banks.    Was  it  war  tonve  them 
forty  millions  of  money  to  ke^}    Waa  it  war 
to  receive  their  notes  in  payment  of  revenue  i 
Is  it  war  now  to  give  them  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  balances?     Is  it  war  upon  them  to 
ask  to  be  separated  from  them?    Is  divorce 
war  ?    Is  it  war  to  decline  receiving  their  p^wr 
promises  instead  of  the  gold  and  diver  <^  the 
constitution,  and  to  decline  the  farther  depoata 
of  public  money  with  them  !    Is  it  war  I    ISo, 
fat,  it  is  peace,  and  the  means  of  preserving 
peace.    It  is  concord  and  amity  that  this  Gov- 
ernment wants,  and  is  taking  the  safest  way  to 
secure,  by  declining  to  have  any  mora  caases 
of  collision  with  them.    It  is  the  local  banks, 
and  especially  the  miscalled  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  porsuing  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, rofusing  to  let  her  alone,  offering  their 
notes  for  currency,  and  their  vaults  for  depos- 
itories, and  laboring  to  force  these  fiivors  upon 
us.    This  is  the  state  of  the  contest.    The  local 
banks  are  the  actors,  the  pursuers,  the  aaeafl- 
ants ;  the  Federal  Government  is  on  the  defmoe. 
All  she  asks  is  to  be  exempted  from  the  fiitars 
causes  of  collision  with  yiem.    They  have  in- 
curred the  penalties  of  separation.    They  have 
incurred  the  penalties.    The  verj  act  which 
created  them  depositories,  and  made  thdr  notes 
receivable,  denounced  the  loss  of  both  in  the 
event  of  fsiling  to  meet  their  liabilities  in  q)ec(e. 
That  act  is  but  little  more  than  one  year  old; 
it  was  not  a  year  old  when  the  condition  was 
violated,  and  which  remains  yet  violated.    6q>- 
aration  nas  resulted  from  their  own  conduct ; 
separation  now  exists ;  cause  for  separation  sdU 
continues ;  the  Government  says,  let  it  be  per- 
petual ;  the  banks  say  no  t    Receive  us  agun ; 
receive  us  beforo  we  reform,  before  we  repent, 
before  we  make  amends ;  and  if  you  do  not,  it 
is  war  upon  us.    This  is  the  state  of  the  contest 
between  the  Government  and  the  banks.    It  is 
attack,  or  at  all  events,  forcible  embrace  and 
conjunction  on  their  part;  it  is  defence  and 
refusal  on  ours. 

The  President,  in  his  Message,  recommends 
four  things :  first,  to  discontinue  the  reception 
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of  local  bank  paper  in  payment  of  federal  daes ; 
secondly,  to  mscontinne  the  same  banks  as  de- 
positories of  the  pablic  moneys;  thirdly,  to 
make  the  future  collection  and  disbursement  of 
the  public  moneys  in  gold  and  silver ;  fourthly, 
to  take  the  keeping  of  the  public  moneys  into 
the  hands  of  our  own  ofScers. 

"What  is  there  in  this  but  a  return  to  the 
words  and  meaning  of  the  constitution,  and  a 
conformity  to  the  practice  of  the  Government 
in  the  first  years  of  President  Washington's  ad- 
ministration f  When  this  Federal  Government 
was  first  formed,  there  was  no  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  no  local  banks,  except 
three  north  of  the  Potomac.  By  the  act 
of  1789,  the  revenues  were  directed  to  be  col- 
lected in  "  gold  and  silver  coin  only : "  and  it 
was  usually  drawn  cut  of  the  hands  of  col- 
lectors by  drafts  drawn  upon  them,  payable 
at  si^ht  It  was  a  most  efTeotnal  way  of 
drawmg  money  out  of  their  hands ;  far  more 
BO  than  an  order  to  deposit  in  banks;  for  the 
drafts  must  be  paid,  or  protested,  at  sight,  while 
the  order  to  deposit  may  be  eluded  onder  va- 
rious pretexts. 

The  right,  and  the  obligation  of  the  Gtovem- 
ment  to  keep  its  own  moneys  in  its  own  hands, 
results  from  first  principles,  and  from  the  great 
law  of  self-preservation.  Every  thing  ^se  that 
belongs  to  her,  she  keeps  herself;  and  why  not 
keep  that  also,  without  which  every  thing  else 
is  nothing  Arms  and  ships — provisions,  mnni- 
tions,  and  supplies  of  every  kmd — ^are  kept  in 
tlie  hands  of  Government  officers ;  money  is  the 
sinew  of  war,  and  why  leave  this  sinew  exposed 
to  be  ont  by  any  careless  or  faithless  hand? 
Money  is  the  support  and  existence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  breath  of  its  nostrils,  and  why 
leave  this  support,  this  breath,  to  tiie  custody 
of  those  over  whom  we  have  no  control  ?  Bow 
absurd  to  place  our  ships,  oar  arms,  our  mili- 
tary and  naval  supplies  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  could  refose  to  deliver  them  when  re- 
quested, and  put  the  Government  to  a  suit  at 
low  to  recover  their  possession?  Everybody 
sees  the  absurdity  of  this;  bat  to  place  oar 
money  in  the  same  condition,  and  moreover  to 
subject  it  to  the  vicissitudes  of  trade,  and  the 
penis  of  banking,  is  still  more  absurd ;  for  it  is 
the  life  blood,  without  which  the  Government 
cannot  live— the  oil,  without  which  no  part  of 
its  machinery  can  move. 

England,  with  all  her  banks,  trusts  none  of 
them  with  the  collection,  keeping,  and  disburse- 
ment of  her  public  moneys.  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land is  paid  a  specific  sum  to  manage  the  public 
debt;  but  the  revenue  is  collected  wd  disbursed 
throng  subordinate  collectors  and  receivers 
Kenei«l;  and  these  receivers  general  are  not 
Bulgect  to  the  bankrupt  laws,  because  the  Gov- 
ernment will  not  safiEer  its  revenue  to  be  oper- 
ated npon  by  any  law  except  its  own  will.  In 
France,  subordinate  collectors  and  receivers 
general  collect,  keep,  and  disburse  the  public 
moneys.  If  they  deposit  any  thing  in  banks,  it 
is  at  their  own  risk.    It  is  the  some  thing  in 


England.  A  bank  depont  by  an  officer  is  «t 
the  risk  of  himself  and  his  securities.  Too 
much  of  the  perils  and  vicissitudes  of  banking 
is  known  in  these  countries  to  permit  the  Gov- 
ernment ever  to  jeopard  its  revenues  in  their 
keeping.  All  this  is  shown,  fully  and  at  larg& 
in  a  public  document  now  on  our  tables.  JuM 
who  does  not  recognize  in  these  collectors  and 
receivers  general  of  France  and  England  the 
ancient  Koman  offices  of  qnssstors  and  pro- 
qneestors  ?  These  fiscal  officers  of  France  and 
England  ore  derivations  from  the  Roman  insti- 
tunons ;  and  the  same  are  found  in  all  the  mod> 
em  kingdoms  of  Europe  which  were  formerly, 
like  France  and  Britain,  projinces  of  the  Roman 
Empire.  The  measure  before  the  Senate  is  to 
enable  us  to  provide  for  oar  future  safety,  by 
complying  with  our  own  constitution,  and  con- 
forming to  the  practice  of  all  nations,  great  or 
small,  ancient  or  modem. 

Coming  nearer  home,  and  looking  into  onr 
own  early  history,  what  were  the  "  continental 
treasurers  "  of  the  confederation,  and  the  "pro- 
vincial treasurers  and  collectors,"  provided  for 
as  early  as  Joly.  1776,  but  an  imitation  of  the 
French  and  English  systems,  and  very  near  the 
plan  which  we  propose  now  to  re-establish  t 
These  continental  treasurers,  and  there  were 
two  of  them  at  first,  though  afterwards  re« 
duced  to  one,  were  the  receivers  general ;  the 
provincial  treasurers  and  collectors  were  their 
snbordinatos.  By  these  officers  the  pnblio 
moneys  were  collected,  kept,  and  disbursed; 
for  there  were  no  banks  then  I  and  all  Govern- 
ment drafts  were  drawn  directly  upon  these 
officers.  This  simple  plan  worked  well  daring 
the  Revolution,  and  anerwards,  until  the  new 
Government  was  formed;  and  continued  to 
work,  with  a  mere  change  of  names  and  forma, 
during  the  first  years  of  Washington's  admin- 
istration, and  until  General  Hamilton's  bank 
machinery  got  into  play.  This  bill  only  pro- 
poses to  re-establish,  in  substance,  the  system 
of  the  Revolution,  of  the  Congress  of  the  con- 
federation, and  of  the  first  years  of  Washinj^ 
ton's  administration. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  (Mr.  Wbioht  of  Kew 
York)  presents  the  det^  of  the  plan  for  ac- 
complishing this  great  result.  That  bill  has 
been  print^  and  r^.  Its  mmplici^,  economy, 
and  efficiency  strike  the  sense  of  all  who  hear 
it,  and  annihilato  without  argument,  the  most 
formidable  arguments  of  expense  and  patronage, 
which  had  been  conceived  against  it  The 
present  officers,  the  present  mints,  and  one  or 
two  more  mints  in  the  South,  in  the  West,  and 
in  the  North,  completo  the  plan.  There  will 
be  no  necessity  to  carry  masses  of  hard  money 
from  one  quarter  of  the  Union  to  another. 
Government  drafts  will  make  the  transfer  with- 
out moving  a  dollar.  A  Government  draft 
upon  a  national  mint,  will  be  the  highest  order 
of  bills  of  exchange.  Money  wanted  by  the 
Government  in  one  place,  will  be  exchanged, 
through  merchants,  for  money  in  another  puce. 
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Thus  it  has  been  for  tboasonds  of  years,  and 
■will  forever  be.  We  read  in  Cicero's  letters 
that,  when  he  was  Governor  of  Cilicia,  in  Asia 
Minor,  he  directed  his  qumttor  to  deposit  the 
tribute  of  the  province  in  Antioch,  and  ex- 
change it  for  money  in  Rome  with  merchants 
engaged  in  the  Oriental  trade,  of  which  Antioch 
was  one  of  the  emporimns.  This  is  the  natural 
coarse  of  things,  and  is  too  obvioos  to  require 
explanation,  or  to  admit  of  comment. 

Objections  are  taken  to  the  capacity  of  the 
ooon&y  to  fnmish  the  quantity  of  gold  ^d 
silver  necessary  to  pay  the  revenaes  of  the 
Government  in  coin.  It  is  supposed  there  is 
not  hard  money  enough  for  that  purpose  ?  This 
objection  induces  two  inquiries.  First,  how 
much  n>ecie  will  be  required  for  that  purpose  ? 
Secondly,  what  is  the  present  amount  in  the 
country,  and  what  the  prospect  of  increase? 
In  reply  to  the  first  of  these  inquiries,  it  is  to 
be  remembered  that  the  President,  in  his  Mes- 
sage, supposes  ten  millions  will  be  enough ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report 
npon  the  finances,  supposes  that  eight  or  ten 
millions  will  do.  Having  paid  some  attention 
to  this  point,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  one-fourth  port  of  the  amount  of  the 
annual  revenue  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the 
whole;  and  this  opinion  is  formed  upon  an 
observation  of  the  fact,  that  in  a  regular  state 
of  the  finances,  when  no  more  revenue  is  raised 
than  the  Qovemment  needs,  about  one-fonrth 
of  the  whole  is  always  on  hand,  of  course  that 
not  more  than  one-fourth  is  taken  out  of  circu- 
lation. Fpon  this  data,  a  revenue  of  twenty 
millions  would  require  but  five  millions  to  pay 
it ;  and  a  revenue  of  twenty-five  millions  would 
require  but  six  and  a  quarter  millions  to  meet 
it.  A  reduction  of  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury  is  the  policy  of  the  administration; 
no  more  surpluses  is  the  language  of  the  repub- 
lican party.  About  twenty-five  millions  may, 
therefore,  be  the  maximum ;  and  the  payment 
of  this  sum,  it  is  shown,  will  not  employ  above 
tix  or  seven  millions.  Now,  what  is  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  country  to  furnish  this  amount  ? 
How  much  specie  biave  we,  and  what  is  the 
prospect  for  more  ?  It  is  well  remembered  that 
eighty  millions  was  the  computed  supply  at  the 
end  of  the  last  fiscal  year ;  to  that  amount  we 
have  to  add  the  increase  of  the  present  fiscal 
year,  being  about  five  millions;  namely,  an 
excess  of  imports  over  exports  of  above  four 
millions,  and  the  coinage  of  near  a  million  of 
gold.  The  ftiture  prospect  is  most  encouraging. 
The  export  of  specie  is  over ;  it  is  a  drug  in 
London ;  it  can  be  borrowed  there  at  2}  per 
cent  per  annnm^nd  three  per  cent,  is  a  com- 
mon interest  What  has  been  forced  out  is 
ready  to  flow  back.  A  large  import  must  be 
expected ;  and  if  this  bill  passes  to  increase  the 
demand  for  it  at  home,  and  if  the  suspending 
banks  are  made  to  resume  payment,  not  less 
than  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars  may 
be  expected  within  the  ensuing  year.  This, 
then,  IS  our  condition ;  upwards  of  eighty  mil- 


lions now  in  the  oonntry,  and  the  means  in  our 
power  to  increase  it  largely.  Now,  cannot  t 
revenue  of  twenty-five  millions,  which  wi 
never  require  a  greater  amount  than  six  or 
seven  millions  to  be  taken  out  of  circulation  A 
any  one  time ;  cannot  such  a  revenue  be  net 
from  these  resources  ?  I  say  it  can ;  and  1  saj 
this  upon  data,  and  will  exhibit  that  data  totiie 
Senate,  that  they  may  Judge  of  the  correctaess 
of  my  opinion.  First,  I  take  the  evidence  fcr- 
nished  by  the  history  of  our  own  country.  The 
first  revenue  act  of  1789  prescribed  "  gold  «A 
silver  coin  only  "  for  the  payment  of  9ie  Fed- 
eral revenne ;  the  revenue  was  then  about  four 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars ;  and  the  vh(^ 
amount  of  specie  in  the  Union  was  estimated  at 
ten  millions  of  dollars.  Here  then  was  a  rer- 
enue,  nearly  half  the  amount  of  specie  in  the 
country,  oniered  to  be  collected  in  specie.  I 
speak  or  the  law  which  ordered  it  to  be  so  col- 
lected, and  to  which  there  was  no  objection,  on 
account  of  the  inadequacy  of  specie,  either  in 
Congress  or  out  of  Congress.  The  revenne  ttm 
paid  without  complaint,  and  without  difficult, 
and,  in  all  probability,  did  not  abstract,  at  we 
time,  a  million ''of  dollars  from  circulstion. 
General  Hamilton,  the  Secretary  of  the  Tress- 
ury,  permitted  notes  of  banks  to  be  received. 
Certainly  he  did,  and,  just  as  certainly,  for  no 
reason  founded  on  the  inadequacy  of  the  spedt 
circulation  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  GoTem- 
ment  His  reasons,  as  seen  in  his  report  to 
Congress,  were  altogether  of  a  different  dtas; 
they  were  to  enable  the  banks  to  increase  their 
paper  circolation;  to  increase  paper  monej; 
and  to  difi^ise  it  generally  over  the  rnion. 
There  were  then  but  three  banks  in  the  United 
States,  and  those  three  to  the  north  of  the  Po- 
tomac ;  they  issued  no  small  notes ;  their  aggre- 
gate circulation  was  inconsiderable ;  and  itvM 
the  plan  of  General  Hamilton  to  increase  their 
number,  and  diffuse  their  paper.  This  was  his 
reason  for  admitting  bank  paper  to  be  received; 
and  to  do  so,  he  had  to  nullify,  by  constractioB, 
the  clear  enactment  of  positive  law. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  I  ftamish  is  drawn 
tram  the  history  of  England,  in  the  reign  m 
William  HI.,  immediately  preceding  the  e^ 
lishment  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  the  in- 
troduction of  the  paper  sysem,  and  the  funding 
system,  into  that  kingdom.  The  taxes  were 
then  four  millions,  and  the  specie  of  the  kinf 
dom  sixteen  millions.  These  taxes  were  p«id 
without  difficulty ;  for  they  probably  did  not 
abstract  one  million  sterling  from  circnlaoon. 
The  last  data  I  shall  produce  is  from  the  histoiy 
of  France,  during  the  first  adminisfratJon  « 
Neckar,  which  about  covered  the  period  of  oar 
Revolution.  I  speak  of  the  first  adininistnition 
of  Neckar,  and  when  the  finances  of  FrMW 
were  in  a  regnlar  state,  and  not  of  his  subse- 
quent administration,  when  the  extravagw"** 
of  the  day  and  the  subservience  of  the  ministers 
Calonne  and  Brienne  had  involved  those  finances 
in  a  ruin  from  which  the  talents  of  Nectar 
could  not  extricate  them.    "What  was  the  rev- 
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enne  and  the  specie  circnlation  of  France  at 
that  time?    I  eaj  specie  circulation;  for  the 
yiagiaaipjii  scheme  Of  John  Law  had  cared  the 
nation  of  paper  money,  nntil  the  assignats  of 
the  ReToIntion  came  upon  the  stage,  and  lived 
their  brief  day.    What  was  the  revenue,  and 
the  q>ecie  circulation  out  of  which  it  was  paid, 
in  the  proeperoos  period  of  the  French  finances 
to  which  I  have  alluded?    Twenty-two  mil- 
lions sterUng  of  revenue ;  about  110,000,000  of 
dollars ;  and  ninety  millions  sterling  of  circula- 
tion ;  i^nt  450,000,000  of  dollars.    This  vast 
rsTenve,  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  whole  cir- 
cnlation, was  regularly  pud ;   and  this  estab- 
lishes the  only  point  for  which  I  refer  to  it. 
Now,  to  apflj  ibis  historical  experience  to  our 
own  country,  and  to  the  present  times.    Our 
reTenne  may  be  about  25,000,000 ;  one-fourth 
oftthat  sum  will  pay  it ;  we  have  upwards  of 
ei^ty  millions  of  specie  in  the  country,  annual- 
ly increasing,  and  certain  to  increase  to  the  ut- 
most extent  of  our  wants,  if  we  create  a  demand 
for   it.    One  hundred  millions  of  exportable 
productions  will  bring  back  just  as  much  specie 
as  the  country  wants.    The  objection,  then,  to 
the  inadequacy  of  the  specie  in  the  country 
falls    to   the   ground.     We  have  more  than 
enough  for  that  purpose.    We  have  but  two 
brandies  of  revenue — the  lands  and  the  customs, 
and  hoth  voluntary  sources  of  income ;  for  no 
person  is  under  compulsion  to  purchase  the 
public  lands,  and  no  one  is  under  compulsion 
to  import  foreign  goods.    These  are  the  sources 
of  our  revenues.    Their  payment  is  voluntary ; 
and  even  during  this  summer,  since  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments,  the  income  firom  one 
of  these  sources  (the  lands)  has  been  equal  to 
the  best  years  before  the  two  great  years  of 
speculation.    I  will  answer  for  this  branch  of 
revenue.    Bring  the  new  lands  into  market, 
and  reduce  the  price  of  the  old  lands,  and  the 
Government  will  get  ten  or  twelve  millions  of 
gold  and  silver  firom  them  in  the  next  year. 

I  am  free  to  admit  that  the  whole  of  this 
eighty  millions  is  not  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
people;  that  much  of  it  is  locked  up  in  the 
vaults  of  the  banks.  Bnt  this  is  temporary ;  it 
cumdt  last  much  longer ;  public  opinion  is  om- 
liipotent,  and  must  prevail ;  thiUi  opinion  is 
a^unst  tiie  conduct  of  the  banks ;  and  in  the 
progress  of  it  they  must  see  their  own  doom. 
Their  vaults  are  shut,  bnt  their  eyes  must  be 
opening ;  and  with  these  eyes  they  must  beg^n 
to  see  what  the  public  is  beginning  to  think  of 
t  banking  system  which,  in  a  season  of  peace, 
tranquillity,  and  general  prosperity,  and  with  a 
hnadred  millions  of  exports,  and  four  times  as 
much  specie  as  ever  was  in  the  country  before, 
are  either  unable,  or  nnwUling,  to  meet  any 
part  of  their  obligations  in  speae — even  to  pay 
oot  picayuiies — and  have  driven  the  people  to 
the  Dse  of 'irredeemable  paper  and  shinplasters, 
and  the  Federal  GK)vemment  itself  to  an  issue 
(tfTieasnry  notes. 

¥e  are  taunted  with  these  Treasury  notes ;  it 
seems  to  be  mattw  of  triumph  that  the  Gk)vem- 


ment  is  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  issuing 
them ;  bnt  with  what  justice  ?  And  how  soon 
can  any  Government  that  wishes  it,  emerge 
from  the  wretchedness  of  depreciated  paper, 
and  stand  erect  on  the  solid  foundations  of  gold 
and  silver  ?  How  long  will  it  take  any  respect- 
able Government,  that  so  wills  it,  to  accom- 
plish this  great  change?  Our  own  history,  at 
the  close  of  the  Revolution,  answers  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  more  recently,  and  more  strikingly, 
the  history  of  France  answers  it  also.  I  speak 
of  the  French  finances  from  1800  to  1807 ;  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Consulate  to  tho 
peace  of  TUsit.  This  wonderful  period  is  re- 
plete with  instruction  on  the  subject  of  finance 
and  currency.  The  whole  period  is  full  of  in- 
struction ;  bat  I  can  only  seize  two  views — ^the 
beginning  and  the  end — and,  for  the  sake  of 
precisioD,  will  read  what  I  propose  to  present. 
I  read  from  Bignon,  author  of  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  history  of  France  daring  the  Con- 
sulate and  the  first  years  of  the  empire ;  writ- 
ten at  the  testamentary  request  of  the  Emperor 
himself. 

After  stating  that  the  expenditures  of  the 
republic  were  six  hundred  millions  of  francs — 
about  one  hundred  and  ten  millious  of  dollars 
— when  Bonaparte  became  First  Consul,  the 
historian  proceeds : 

"  At  his  arriTal  at  power,  a  som  of  160,000  francs 
In  money  [about  $32,000]  was  all  that  the  publio 
chests  contained.  •  •  •  •  • 

In  the  impossibility  of  meeting  the  cmrent  service 
by  tiie  ordinary  receipts,  the  Directorial  Government 
had  resorted  to  ruinous  expedients,  and  had  thrown 
into  circulation  bills  of  various  values,  and  wliicfa 
sunk  upon  the  spot  fifty  to  eighty  per  cent.  A  part 
of  the  arreotagea  bad  been  discbai^ed  in  bills  two- 
thirds  on  credit  payable  to  the  bearer,  but  whldi,  in 
fact,  the  Treasury  was  not  able  to  pay  when  due.  The 
remaining  third  had  been  inscribed  in  the  great  boolc, 
under  the  name  of  consolidated  third.  For  the  pay- 
ment of  the  forced  requisitions  to  wliich  they  bad 
been  obliged  to  liave  recourse,  there  had  been  issued 
bills  reoeivable  in  payment  of  the  revenues.  Finally, 
the  Goremment,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  most  impe- 
rious wants,  gave  orders  upon  the  receivers  general, 
delivered  in  advanoe  to  contraOton,  wliich  uiey  ne- 
gotiated before  they  began  to  fiunish  the  snppliee 
for  wliich  they  were  the  payment." 

This,  resumed  Mr.  B.,  was  the  condition  of 
the  French  finances  when  Bonaparte  became 
First  Consul  at  the  dose  of  the  ^ear  1799.  The 
currency  was  in  the  same  condition — ^no  specie 
— a  de^^ed  currency  of  assignats,  ruinously 
depreciated,  and  issued  as  low  as  ten  sous. 
That  great  man  immediately  began  to  restore 
order  to  the  finances,  and  solidity  to  the  cur- 
rency. Happily  a  peace  of  three  yearn  enabled 
him  to  complete  the  great  work,  before  he  was 
called  to  celebrate  the  immortal  campaigns  end- 
ing at  Austerlitz,  Jena,  and  Friedland.  At  the 
end  of  three  years — before  the  rupture  of  the 
peace  of  Amiens — ^the  finances  ana  the  curren- 
cy were  restored  to  order  and  to  solidity ;  and, 
at  the  end  of  six  years,  when  the  vast  establish- 
ments, and  the  internal  ameliorations  of  the 
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imperial  GoTemment,  had  carried  the  annoal 
expenses  to  eight  hundred  millions  of  francs, 
aboat  one  han£«d  and  sixty  millions  of  dollars; 
the  same  historian  cop^g  the  words  of  the 
Hinister  of  Finance,  thns  q>eak8  of  the  Trea»- 
nry,  and  the  currency : 

"  The  resources  of  the  State  bad  increased  beyond 
its  wants ;  the  public  dieeta  are  full ;  all  payments 
are  made  at  the  day  named ;  the  orders  upon  the 
public  Treasury  have  become  the  most  approved  bills 
of  exchange.  *  *  The  finances  are  in  the 
most  happy  condition ;  France  alone,  among  all  the 
States  of  Europe,  having  no  paper  money." 

What  s  picture  1  how  simply,  how  powerfblly 
drawn  1  and  what  a  change  in  six  years  I  Pab- 
lic  chests  ftill ;  payments  made  to  the  day ;  or- 
ders on  the  Treasury  the  best  bills  of  exchange; 
France  alone,  of  all  Europe,  haying  no  paper 
money ;  meaning  no  Government  pf^)er  money, 
for  there  were  bank  notes  of  one  hnndred 
francs  and  one  tibonsand  ft^ncs.  A  Govern- 
ment revenue  of  one  hnndred  and  sixty  millions 
of  dollars  was  paid  in  gold  and  silver ;  a  hard- 
money  currency,  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  doUars,  satarated  all  parts  of  France 
with  specie,  and  made  gold  and  silver  the 
evenr-mty  currency  of  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  0x6  empire.  These  great  results  were 
the  work  of  six  years,  and  were  accomplished 
by  tide  simple  process  of  graduaUy  requiring 
hard-money  payinents ;  gradoally  calling  in  the 
sssignats ;  increasing  the  branch  mints  to  four- 
teen, and  limiting  the  Bank  of  France  to  an  is- 
sue of  large  notes — five  hundred  francs  and  up- 
wards. This  simple  process  produced  these  re- 
Bnlta,  and  thus  stands  the  French  currency  at 
this  day ;  for  the  nation  has  had  the  wisdom  to 
leave  ontouched  the  financial  system  of  Bona- 
parte. I  have  repeatedly  ^ven  it  as  my  opin- 
ion— ^many  of  my  speeches  declare  it — that  the 
French  currency  is  the  best  in  the  world.  It 
has  hard  money  for  the  Government;  hard 
money  for  the  common  dealings  of  the  people ; 
and  large  notes  for  large  transactions.  This 
onrrency  has  enabled  France  to  stand  two  in- 
vasions— the  ravaging  of  800,000  men — two 
changes  of  dynasty,  and  the  payment  of  a  mil- 
liard of  contributions;  and  all  without  any 
commotion  or  convulsion  in  trade.  It  has  sav- 
ed her  from  the  revulsions  which  have  afflicted 
England  and  our  America  for  so  many  years. 
It  has  saved  her  from  expanrions,  oontraotions, 
and  minons  fluctuations  of  price.  It  has  saved 
her,  for  near  forty  years,  from  a  debate  on  cur- 
rency. It  has  saved  her  even  fiY)m  the  knowl- 
edge of  oar  sweet-scented  phrases,  "  sonnd  cur- 
rency, unsound  currency ;  plethoric,  dropsical, 
inflated,  bloated ;  the  money  market  tight  to-day, 
a  little  eader  this  morning ;  "  and  all  such  ver- 
biage, which  the  haberdasher's  boys  repeat.  It 
has  saved  France  from  even  a  discussion  on 
cnrrency ;  while  in  England,  and  with  us,  it  is 
banks t  banks  I  banks!  morning,  noon,  and 
night;  breakfast,  dinner,  and  supper;  levant 
and  conohant ;  sitting,  or  standii^ ;  at  home, 


or  abroad;  steamboat,  or  railroad  oar;  in  Con- 
gress, or  out  of  Congress,  it  is  all  the  suie 
thing;  banksl  banks!  banks!  currency  I  car- 
rency  I  currency !  meaning,  all  the  while,  p*- 
per  money  and  shinplasters ;  until  our  T«tj 
brains  seem  as  if  they  would  be  converted  iito 
lampblack  and  rags. 

The  Senator  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tut 
MADOE,)  in  his  very  able  speech,  has  refettedto 
the  overthrow  of  Bonaparte,  effected  \>j  tb» 
paper  system  of  England.  Without  going  bto 
the  question  of  the  canses  of  that  overtbrov- 
without  looking  to  the  ioe  of  Bnsas  and  the 
non-arrival  of  Grouchy  on  the  field  of  Vtto- 
loo,  and  without  considering  the  numeront  in- 
cidents, often  trivial  in  theniselves,  on  which  the 
fate  of  battles  and  of  empires  depend— it  will 
be  sufficient  to  consider  what  womd  bav«  bees 
the  f^te  of  this  paper  system  of  Engkod^if^ 
like  the  system  of  france,  it  had  been  ezpoid 
to  the  riiocks  of  invasions,  oonqnerts,  ini 
changes  of  dynasty ;  and,  leaving  out  tWa  sof 
posed  view,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  look  it  it 
under  its  real  aspect,  and  to  see  its  present 
effects  on  the  condition  of  the  British  empire. 
What  are  those  effects  ?  They  are,  in  briei;  u 
increase  of  taxes  from  1694,  when  the  Bank  of 
England  was  chartered,  from  four  milBoos  ster- 
ling (twenty  millions  of  dollars)  to  forty-fiw 
millions  sterling,  (two  hundred  and  twentj-S« 
millions  of  dollars ;)  an  increase  of  the  pnUie 
debt  from  twenty-one  miUions  five  hnndred 
and  fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  f(vtf- 
two  pounds,  thirteen  shillings,  eight  pence,  and 
two  farthings,  (to  be  precise,)  in  round  nnmbeis 
about  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  t<)  ncir 
nine  hundred  millions  sterling,  or  four  thonaand 
five  hnndred  millions  of  dcSlars;  and  the  in- 
crease of  pauperism,  until  three  nuDioos  of 
people  grace  the  list  These  are  some,  for  I 
omit,  as  too  well  known,  the  average  septennid 
convulsions  of  that  system ;  these  are  some  of 
the  evils  of  the  paper  system  in  England.  Bnt 
take  another  view ;  take  some  points  (rf  (OTJ 
parison  between  the  national  expenditnres  of 
France  and  England,  when  contending  together, 
and  see  how  the  aocotmt,  in  point  of  econoinT 
between  paper  money  and  hard  money/™ 
stand.  Let  us  take  the  year  1806,  when  Eng- 
land was  subridiidng  Russia  and  other  powers 
agunst  France,  and  when  the  great  S^F'^^ 
frustrated  the  effect  of  all  these  subsidiea,  m 
consolidated  his  power  by  the  victory  of  Fried- 
land,  and  the  peace  of  Tilsit  What  were  w 
expenses  of  the  two  contending  emwres  >* 
that  year?  They  were  these:  For  England 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven^-W' 
millions  of  tnnca,  (about  three  hnndred  and 
sixty  millions  of  dollars;)  for  Prance,  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  eight  millions  of  trwca, 
(about  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;)  in  other  words,  the  expenses  trf  Englana 
exceeded  those  of  France  by  about  one  thousana 
millions  of  francs,  or  two  hundred  millions « 
dollars.  Such  was  the  difference  between  tne 
economy  of  paper  money  and  hard  money ;  ana 
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the  tame  proportion  holds  good  in  eTery  sta- 
tion in  life,  from  the  Emperor  and  his  empire, 
to  the  wa^erwoman  and  her  household. 

The  amendment  now  dependii^,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Oalhoitn,)  is  the  same  in  substance  with  the 
bill  which  I  brought  in  upwards  of  a  year  a^ 
to  re-establish  the  ourrency  of  the  constitution 
for  the  Federal  Government.  That  bill  was 
in  these  words : 

"That  bank  notes  and  paper  conrencyof  every 
description  shall  cease  to  be  received,  or  offered  in 
Myment,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the 
Post  Office,  or  in  fees  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  as  follows :  of  leas  denomination  than  tirenty 
dollars,  none  shall  be  so  offered  after  the  8d  day  of 
Kaivb,  1837 ;  of  less  denomination  than  flily  dollars, 
none  after  the  8d  day  of  Harch,  1838;  of  leas 
denomination  than  one  hundred  dollars,  none  after 
the  8d  day  of  March,  1889 ;  of  leas  denomination 
than  five  hundred  doUata,  none  after  the  Sd  day  of 
Jfareh,  1840 ;  of  leas  denomination  than  one  thou- 
SBSd  dollars,  none  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1841 ; 
and  none  of  any  denomination  from  and  after  the  Sd 
day  of  Marab,  1842. 

"  Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  per- 
son holding  an  appointment  under  the  laws  of  the 
tTnited  States,  and  any  bank  employed  to  keep  public 
moneys,  which  person  or  bank  shall  neglect,  evade, 
violate,  contravene,  or  in  any  way  elude,  or  attempt 
to  dnde,  the  provisions  of  tbis  act,  shall  be  guilty  of 
an  offence  against  the  laws ;  and  the  person  so  offend- 
ing riiall  be  liable  to  be  dismissed  flvm  the  service, 
and  the  bank  so  offending  shall,  on  satisfactory  in- 
ionnation,  be  discontinued  as  a  depository  of  public 
moneya." 

The  only  direct  action  of  tbis  bill  would  have 
been  on  the  receipts  of  the  Federal  Treasury. 
,It  has  been  extensively  represented  as  a  bill  to 
impose  hard  money  upon  the  States,  but  such 
is  not  its  cliaracter,  but  the  reverse ;  it  was  to 
prevent  the  local  paper  of  the  States  from  being 
imposed  on  the  Federal  Government.  Its  in- 
direct and  consequential  action  has  been  to 
increase  the  specie  circulation  of  the  whole 
Union  by  creatmg  a  demand  for  it.  The  pres- 
ent amendment  will  operate  the  same  way ;  it 
will  increase  the  quantity  of  bard  money  every- 
where. Yet  two -objections,  neither  of  them 
w(dl  founded,  and  each  inconsistent  with  the 
other,  have  been  taken  to  it;  one  is,  that  it 
proposes  to  take  the  better  currency  for  the 
Uovemment,  and  leave  the  baser  to  the  people ; 
the  other  is,  that  it  is  going  to  imp<^  this 
better  currency  upon  the  people  also ;  and  so 
destroy  all  paper  money  at  once,  reduce  every- 
thing to  the  specie  standard,  and  min  all  debt- 
ors. Each  of  these  objections  are  equally  un- 
foonded.  Taken  singly,  they  are  each  erro- 
neous ;  taken  together,  as  we  often  find  them 
in  the  same  speech,  and  they  belong  to  that 
class  of  arguments  which  the  logicians  call  the 
arffumentum  ad  ignorantiam:  that  is  to  say, 
an  argument  addressed  to  the  supposed  igno- 
rance of  the  hearers.  This  class  of  arguments 
has  been  freely  used  by  gentlemen  of  the  oppo- 


sition for  a  lon^  time ;  with  what  effect  the  is- 
sne  of  the  elections  has  crften  told.  It  is  time  to 
quit  it,  and  to  address  the  intelligenoe  of  the 
community.  Take  the  better  currency  to  itself. 
Why,  the  Government  does  not  eat  the  money, 
but  pays  itl>ack  again  the  next  day  to  the  pecole. 
Impose  hard  money  upon  the  States  I  The 
mere  reading  of  the  amendment,  or  my  bill, 
which  is  the  same  in  substance,  disproves  the 
assertion.  I7o,  the  effect  of  the  measure  will 
be  to  increase  the  gold  and  silver  circulation 
for  the  whole  country.  Thus  it  has  been  al- 
ready. Five  years  ago  we  began  our  system 
of  measures  to  revive  the  gold  currency,  and  to 
increase  the  specie  circulation.  There  was  then 
twenty  millions  of  (diver  in  the  country,  and  no 
gold ;  there  is  now  upwards  of  eighty  millions,  of 
whidi  fifteen  is  gold.  Trne,  the  banks  have  snp- 
pressed  all  this  circulation  for  the  present ;  Uiey 
have  shut  down  the  hatches  upon  the  whole  of 
it ;  but  this  suppression  cannot  continue  mnch 
longer.  The  law  of  the  land,  or  of  public  opn- 
ion,  will  soon  prevail,  and  these  institutioaa 
will  have  to  submit  The  bill  before  the  Sen- 
ate dispenses  with  the  further  use  of  banks  as 
depositories  of  the  public  moneys.  In  that  it 
has  my  hearty  concurrence.  Four  times  here- 
tofore, and  on  foor  different  occasions,  I  have 
made  propontions  to  accomplish  a  part  of  the 
same  purpose.  First,  in  proposiiig  an  amoid- 
ment  to  tlie  deposit  bill  of  1886,  by  which  the 
mint,  and  the  branch  mints,  were  to  be  includ- 
ed in  the  Ust  of  depositories ;  secondly,  in  pro- 
posing that  the  pablio  moneys  here,  at  the  seat 
of  Government,  should  be  kept  and  paid  out  by 
the  Treasurer ;  thirdly,  by  proposing  that  a  pre- 
ference, in  receiving  the  deposits,  should  be 
given  to  such  banks  as  should  cease  to  be  banka 
of  circulation ;  fourthly,  in  oppoung  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  bank  agency  in  Missouri,  and 
proposing  that  the  moneys  there  should  be 
drawn  direct  from  the  hands  of  the  receivers. 
Three  of  these  propositions  are  now  included 
in  the  bill  before  the  Senate ;  and  the  whole 
object  at  which  they  partially  umed  is  fully 
embraced.  I  am  for  the  measure,  foUy,  cor- 
dially, earnestly  for  it. 

.  Some  Senators  suppose  that  it  will  be  a  great 
injury  to  the  local  banks  to  refuse  their  notes 
in  revenue  payments ;  I  think  otherwise,  and 
that  it  will  be  a  great  injury  to  receive  them ; 
for  they  will  be  taken  out  of  circulation,  and 
returned  in  masses  on  the  banks  for  redemp- 
tion. They  cannot  i>e  paid  out  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  therefore,  will  have  to  be  presented 
for  redemption  to  the  banks.  The  act  of  1830 
cuts  them  off  from  all  payments  from  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  or  the  post  oflBces.  That  act 
contains  three  limitations  upon  the  payment 
of  these  notes :  first,  no  note  under  twenty 
dollars  is  to  be  paid  out ;  and  that  cuts  off  the 
greater  number :  secondly,  no  note  is  to  be  paid 
out  which  is  issued  at  one  place,  and  made  pay- 
able at  another ;  thirdly,  no  note  of  any  kind  is 
to  be  paid  out,  unless  it  is  equal  to  gold  and 
silver  at  the  place  where  offered,  and  convert- 
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ible  into  specie  npon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of 
the  holder,  and  without  loss  or  delay  to  him. 
This  is  the  strongest  limitation,  and  cnts  off  all 

gayment  in  notes  unless  where  the  bank  itself 
I  sitnoted.  The  three  limitations  taken  toge- 
ther, and  they  are  all  in  ftall  force,  cat  off  bank 
paper  from  nearly  every  payment  to  be  made, 
either  by  the  United  States  or  by  the  Poet 
Office  Department. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  ezhanst  this  snbjeot ;  I 
only  touch  Uie  leading  objections  to  the  farther 
use  of  bank  notes  by  the  Groremment,  and  the 
ftatnre  use  of  banks  as  depositories  of  public 
moneys.  It  is  a  practice  franght  with  mischief 
to  both  parties,  and  has  been  so  proved  by  re- 
peated experience.  To  receive  the  notes  of 
banks  for  revenue,  if  they  are  to  be  paid  in 
good  faith,  is  merely  to  take  them  ont  of  circu- 
lation, and  return  uem  in  masses  for  redemp- 
tion, to  the  great  peril  and  alarm  of  the  bank. 
If  toey  ore  not  to  be  paid,  their  receipt  is  a 
fraud  upon  the  Government.  So  said  Hr. 
Crawford,  when  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  when  members  of  Congress,  marching 
in  columns  npon  him,  backed  by  legislative  pe- 
titions, were  demanding  this  privilege  for  so 
many  local  banks.  Importunity  and  legislative 
interference  most  usually  previdled ;  and  in  al- 
most every  instance  to  the  injury  of  the  bank, 
and  to  the  loss  of  the  Government.  So  will  it 
be  again,  if  the  practice  is  resumed. 

Again :  It  is  tempting  the  banks  into  ndnous 
expansions,  thus  to  give  them  the  credit  and  the 
domun  of  the  United  States. to  bank  npon. 
They  put  out  floods  of  notes,  because  receiva- 
bility  at  the  custom-house,  the  land-office,  and 
the  post  office,  gives  them  credit  and  circula- 
tion. After  some  months,  pay-day  comes. 
Federal  credit,  which  got  the  notes  into  circu- 
lation, will  not  pay  them ;  the  bank  stops;  de- 
preciation ensues ;  the  loss  &ll8  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  npon  the  uninformed  holders  of 
fbe  notes. 

Agdn :  It  is  a  &lse  credit  given  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  whole  issues  of  any  bank 
whose  psfw  is  so  received.  It  is  endorsement 
without  responribility.  People  take  it,  because 
the  Government  takes  it ;  and  when  tiie  bank 
fuls,  the  Government  does  not  indemnify  those 
who  have  been  deceived  by  an  endorsement, 
valid  for  deception,  and  invalid  for  responnbil- 
Ity. 

Again :  This  Government  reoeivability  ena- 
bles notes  to  stray  from  their  known  orbit  of 
circulation  ;  to  go  off  into  distant  parts,  where 
they  are  unknown ;  to  live  there  awhile  in  the 
Runshine  of  Federal  favor ;  to  circulate  awhile 
on  land-office  and  cu8tom:house  credit;  and, 
finally,  tQ.sink  as  insolvents  npon  the  hands  of 
strangers. 

Again  :  There  must  be  selection  of  banks,  or 
tmiversality  of  reception.  If  selection,  then  fa- 
voritism, patronage,  caprice — refusal  to-day, 
reception  to-morrow — imposition  on  some,  un- 
due advanta^  to  others— come  into  play.  If 
receivabilitgr  is  universal,  then  a  thousand  banks 


now  in  existence,  and  thousands  more  to  be 
created,  all  become  furnishers  of  Federd  enr- 
rency ;  and  in  a  few  years  the  public  lands  ai« 
changed  into  paper — ^the  custom-house  reveooe 
becomes  a  bale  of  paper — and  this  paper  worft 
as  little  as  it  would  be  if  it  was  decomposed 
and  restored  to  its  original  state  of  lampblack 
and  rags. 

Agun :  To  take  the  promissory  notes  of  the 
banks  for  lands,  customs,  and  posta^ea,  is  to  ex- 
tend a  credit  to  the  banks  which  is  denied  to 
the  community.  The  &rmer  is  required  to  psf 
ready  money  for  the  public  lands ;  but  if  the 
note  of  the  bank  is  received,  this  is  a  credit  to 
the  bank — a  credit  to  a  barren  moneyed  corpo- 
ration, which  is  denied  to  a  productive,  merito- 
rious citizen.  The  same  of  postages ;  and  the 
same  is,  in  some  degree,  the  case  at  the  custom- 
houses now,  and  wUl  be  fUly,  when  ready 
money  payments  are  required  there,  as  another 
bill  before  the  Senate  now  proposes. 

Again :  To  make  the  banks  depositories  of 
our  moneys,  involves  the  use,  or  the  prohilM- 
tion  of  the  use,  of  these  moneys.  If  the  for- 
mer, then  the  revenues  are  as  much  jeoparded 
as  ever ;  if  the  latter,  then  the  bank  has  no 
benefit  fh>m  the  deposit. 

Again :  To  continue  these  banks  as  depod- 
toriea,  is  to  create  an  interest — a  powerful,  ae- 
tive,  concentrated  interest,  in  Congress  and  oat 
of  Congress— in  favor  of  high  taxes  and  low 
appropriations.  The  late  Bank  of  tiie  United 
States  was  such  an  interest  during  the  whole 
time  of  its  existence.  It  was  the  ally  of  high 
tariffs,  and  the  enemy  of  appropriation  biUa. 
Its  principle  of  action  was,  take  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  leave  with  nst  and  so  it  will  be  with  a 
league  of  local  depository  banks.  Their  preri- 
dents  and  directors ;  their  stockholders  and  at- 
torneys, with  all  their  friends  and  debtors,  will 
be  a  unit,  to  keepnp  taxes  and  to  keep  down 
e^jpropriationa.  The  Government  should  not 
create,  for  itself  and  for  the  people,  so  fomdda- 
ble  an  antagonist. 

The  friends  of  the  banks  treat  it  as  their  min, 
as  a  grievous  outrage  and  indignity,  for  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  reitase  to 
take  their  notes,  and  to  reftise  to  use  them  as 
depositories ;  yet  this  was  their  condition  dar- 
ing the  whole  time  of  the  existence  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United.States,  and  yet  they  made  no  ob- 
jection to  it  then.  This  is  strange  t  bnt  what 
IS  more  so  is,  that  while  thus  stroking  against 
the  Government,  they  are,  many  of  them,  in 
favor  of  re-establishing  a  national  bank ;  the 
first  act  of  which  will  be  to  strip  them  of  Gov- 
ernment deposits,  and  exclude  tneir  paper  from 
Government  reoeivability  I 

Congress  has  a  sacred  duty  to  perform  in  re- 
forming the  finances,  and  the  currency;  for  the 
ruin  of  both  has  resulted  from  Federal  legisla- 
tion, and  Federal  administration.  The  States, 
at  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  delivered 
a  solid  cnrrency — I  will  not  say  soond,  for  that 
word  implies  subject  to  unsoundness,  to  rotten- 
ness, and  to  death^-bst  they  delivered  a  solid 
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oarrenoy,  one  not  liable  to  disease,  to  this  Fed- 
eral OoTemment.  They  started  tie  new  CJov- 
emment  fair  upon  gold  and  silver.  The  first 
act  of  Congress  attested  this  great  fact;  for 
it  mode  the  revennee  payable  in  gold  and  silver 
coin  only.  Thus  the  States  delivered  a  solid 
enrrency  to  this  Oovenunent,  and  they  reserved 
the  same  carrenoy  for  themselves ;  and  they 
provided  oonstitational  sanctions  to  gnard  both. 
The  things  to  be  saved,  and  the  power  to  save 
it,  was  given  to  this  Government  by  the  States ; 
and  in  tlie  hands  of  this  Oovenunent  it  became 
deteriorated.  The  first  great  error  was  General 
HamQton'a  oonstmotion  of  the  act  of  1780,  by 
which  he  nullified  that  aotj  and  overtomed  the 
statute  and  the  constitntion  together.  The 
next  great  error  was  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional bank  of  circulation,  with  authority  to  pay 
all  the  public  dues  in  its  own  paper.  This  con- 
firmed the  overthrow  of  the  constitution,  and 
of  the  statute  of  1789 ;  and  it  set  the  fatal  ex- 
ample to  the  States  to  make  banks,  and  to  re- 
ceive their  paper  for  public  dues,  as  the  United 
States  had  done.  This  was  the  origin  of  the 
evil — fhis  the  origin  of  the  overthrow  of  the 
8(did  enrrency  which  the  States  had  delivered 
to  the  Federal  Government.  It  was  the  Ham- 
fltoman  policy  that  did  the  mischief ;  and  the 
state  of  things  in  1837,  is  the  natural  fruit  of 
that  policy.  It  is  time  for  us  to  quit  it — to  re- 
tara  to  the  constitntion  and  the  statute  of  1789, 
&ad  to  confine  the  Federal  Treasury  to  the 
bard  money  which  was  intended  for  it. 

I  repeat,  this  is  a  measure  of  reform,  worthy 
to  be  called  a  reformation.  It  goes  back  to  a 
fiuidamental  abuse,  nearly  coeval  with  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Government.  Two  epochs  have 
occurred  for  the  reformation  of  this  abuse ;  one 
was  lost,  the  other  is  now  in  jeopardy.  Mr. 
Madison's  administration  committed  a  great 
error  at  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the 
first  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  not  reviving 
the  currency  of  the  constitution  for  the  Federu 
Treasury,  and  especiaUy  the  gold  currency. 
That  error  threw  the  Treasury  back  upon  the 
local  bank  p^>er.  This  paper  quickly  failed, 
and  out  of  that  fkilnre  grew  the  second  United 
States  Bank.  Those  who  put  down  the  second 
United  States  Bimk,  warned  by  the  calunity, 
determined  to  avoid  the  error  of  Mr.  Madison's 
administration;  they  determined  to  increase 
the  stock  of  specie,  and  to  revive  the  gold  cir- 
culation, which  had  been  dead  for  thirty  years. 
The  accumulation  of  eighty  millions  in  the 
brief  space  of  five  years,  fifteen  millions  of  it  in 
gold,  attests  the  sincerity  of  their  design,  and 
ue  facility  of  ita  execution.  The  country  was 
going  on  at  the  rate  of  an  average  increase  of 
twelve  millions  of  specie  per  annum,  when  the 
general  stoppages  of  the  banks  in  May  last,  the 
exportation  of  specie  and  the  imposition  of  ir- 
reaeemable  paper  upon  the  Government  and 
the  people,  seemed  to  announce  the  total  failure 
of  the  plan.  But  it  was  a  seeming  only.  The 
impetus  given  to  the  specie  policy  still  prevails, 
and  five  millions  are  added  to  tite  stock  dar- 


ing the  present  fiscal  year.  Bo  fkr,  then,  as  the 
counteraction  of  the  Govenmient  policy,  and 
the  suppression  of  the  constitutional  currency 
might  have  been  expected  to  result  from  that 
stoppage,  the  calculation  seems  to  be  in  a  fair 
way  to  be  disappointed.  Ibe  spirit  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  our  hundred  millions  of  exportable 
produce,  are  giving  the  victory  to  the  glorious 
policy  of  our  late  illustrious  President.  The 
other  great  consequences  expected  to  result 
from  the  stoppage,  namely :  th  vecharter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  change  of  ad- 
ministration, the  overthrow  of  the  republican 
party,  and  the  restoration  of  the  federal  dynas- 
ty, all  seem  to  be  in  the  same  fair  way  to  total 
miscarriage ;  but  the  objects  are  too  dazzling 
to  be  abandoned  by  the  parties  interested,  ana 
the  destruction  of  the  finances  and  the  curren- 
cy, is  still  the  cherished  road  to  success.  The 
miscalled  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  sool 
of  the  federal  dynasty,  and  the  anchor  of  its 
hopes — ^believed  by  many  to  have  been  at  the 
bottom  of  the  stoppages  in  May,  and  known  by 
all  to  be  at  the  head  of  non-resumption — now 
displays  her  policy  on  this  floor ;  it  is  to  com- 
pel the  repetition  of  the  error  of  Mr.  Madiscm's 
administration  t  Knowing  that  from  the  repe- 
tition of  this  error  most  come  the  repetition  of 
the  catastrophes  of  1814,  1819,  and  18S7 ;  and 
out  of  these  catastrophes  to  extract  a  new 
clamor  for  the  revivification  of  herself.  This  ia 
her  line  of  conduct ;  and  to  this  line  the  con- 
duct of  all  her  friends  conforms.  With  one 
heart,  one  mind,  one  voice,  they  labor  to  cut 
oflf  gold  and  silver  from  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  to  impose  papw  upon  it  1  they  labor 
to  deprive  it  of  tne  keepmg  of  its  own  revenues, 
and  to  place  them  agam  where  they  have  been 
80  often  lost!  This  is  the  cond^ct  of  that  bank 
and  its  friends.  Let  us  imitate  their  zeal,  their 
unanimity,  and  their  perseverance.  The  amend- 
ment and  the  bill,  now  before  the  Senate,  em- 
body our  policy.  Let-  us  carry  them,  and  the 
republic  is  safe. 


SATimDAT,  September  28. 
Siib-Trea*ury  BUI. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  the  collection  and  custody  of 
the  public  revenue.  The  question  being  on  the 
amendment  ofiiered  by  Mr.  Calhouk,  to  separate 
the  Government  fh>m  the  banks, 

Mr.  Emo,  of  Georgia,  said  two  plans  were 
urged  upon  the  Senate :  one  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  as  proposed  to  be  amend- 
ed by  the  Senktor  from  South  Carolina;  the 
other  the  State  baiik  system,  which  bad  already 
been  tried,  and  fuiled. 

As  to  the  last,  various  apologies  had  been 
made  here  and  elsewhere,  for  its  failure ;  and 
it  had  been  insisted  that  it  had  not  bad  a  fair 
trial,  and  therefore  could  not  be  said  properly 
to  have  fidled.  The  most  able  and  ingenious 
advocates  and  eulogists  of  this  system  that  he 
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bad  heard  were  his  friends  from  Vli^ia  and 
New  York.  If  they  had  not  snoceeded  in  con- 
vincing the  Senate  that  the  system  shoold  be 
re-adopted,  (with  the  modifications  proposed,) 
conviction  might  be  considered  hopeless.  He 
certidnly  agreed  with  them,  that  the  system 
had  not  had  a  fair  trial.  The  pets  had  certain- 
ly a  hard  time  of  it  under  their  Execative  pa- 
tron ;  but  he  had  never  had  confidence  in  them 
from  the  beginning,  and,  in  truth,  the  system 
had  never  snccAded  for  one  moment. 

Mr.  E.  said  he  would  not  detiun  the  Senate 
by  going  fully  into  the  capabilities  of  the  State 
httok  system  to  perform  the  services  promised 
by  it.  He  stood  upon  firm  ground  on  this  sub- 
ject. His  friends  could  not  charge  him  with 
change  or  inconsistency  in  this  matter ;  and,  as 
was  well  known,  he  had  generally  predicted, 
step  by  step,  the  consequences  that  would  fol- 
low from  the  financial  experiments  that  had 
afflicted  the  country,  beginning  with  that  un- 
fortunate and  unnecessary  measure,  the  remov- 
al of  the  deposits  in  1884.  It  would  be  seen 
that  he  had  no  strong  predilection  for  the  State 
bank  deposit  system,  though  he  admitted  that 
it  might  have  done,  and  still  could  do  much 
better  than  heretofore,  if  the  Executive  would 
consent  to  let  it  alone,  and  cease  the  continual 
interferences  by  which  the  banks  have  been 
tormented,  and  the  commerce  of  the  country 
deranged,  ever  since  the  Executive  had  taken 
the  control  of  the  finances. 

Mr.  E.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  plan  of 
the  committee  as  proposed  to  be  amended. 
This  he  looked  upon  as  a  new  experiment, 
though  it  had  been  alleged  to  be  otherwise  by 
the  Senator  from  Missouri.  The  Senator  in- 
sisted that  we  were  ahead  of  oor  destiny,  and 
ought  to  go  back  to  the  glonons  days  of  the 
Roman  empire  to  learn  lessons  on  finance  and 
political  economy.  This  plan  was  strongly  re- 
commended as  bavins  been  that  under  which  the 
Roman  auaestors  made  their  mild  exactions  from 
the  people.  It  was  recommended  most  warmly 
by  the  Senator,  because  it  was  that  under  which 
the  war  levies  of  Napoleon  were  made,  and  the 
finances  of  Spain  and  Turkey  collected  and  dis- 
bursed. Upon  the  first  recommendation,  the 
Senator  haa  given  us  a  most  eloquent  discourse 
upon  Roman  heroism ;  bloody  battles,  and  the 
levies  of  the  qnssstors.  He  had  spoken  of  the 
great  pleasure  with  which  he  read  Roman  his- 
tory on  these  subjects,  and  the  delight  with 
which  he  contemplated  the  renown  of  uiis  great 
people.  Well,  Mr.  K.  said  he  had  read  some 
Roman  history  too,  though  certainly  not  as 
good  a  historian  as  his  friend  from  Missouri. 
But  if  any  thing  in  Roman  history  had  made  a 
strong  impression  upon  hia  republican  mind,  it 
was  the  heartless  cruelty,  the  unfeeling  rigor, 
and  pitiless  tyranny  with  which  exactions  were 
made  upon  the  people  by  the  Roman 'quaestors; 
and,  unfortunately  for  the  Senator's  Roman 
precedent,  when  these  exactions  had  been  made 
by  plundering  the  Roman  people  and  provinces 
to  support  heroism  in  the  trade  of  conquering 


and  plundering  the  rest  of  mankind,  these  «. 
actions  were  deposited  with  Roman  bankers 
appointed  for  the  purpose. 

As  the  Roman  precedent  was  not  found  ex- 
actly satisfactory  to  Mr.  K,  he  proceeded  to 
notice  the  system  so  warmly  recommended  >s 
the  plan  of  that  great  democrat  and  ardent 
lover  of  liberty  and  fi^e  institutions,  the  Em- 
peror Napoleon.  His  friend  from  Missouri  had 
stated  that  when  the  Emperor  mounted  the 
throne  of  power,  he  found  the  State  coffers 
empty,  or  nearly  so;  but  in  a  short  time  thej' 
were  filled  to  overflowing.  Thereupon  the 
Senator  produced  a  book,  or  a  document,  to 
prove  the  important  fact.  The  fact  was  not 
doubted;  but  how  were  these  wonders  of 
finance  accomplished?  Let  bis  impoverished 
country  and  tne  blood  and  tears  of  unhappj 
Germany  answer  the  question.  However,  pe^ 
haps  the  financiering  of  this  great  economist 
was  strongly  recommended  from  the  fact  that 
the  largest  and  most  timely  accession  to  his 
finances  was  made  by  the  robbery  of  a  baiA; 
and  that  too  a  bank  belonging  to  one  of  the 
freest  and  most  commercial  cities  of  Europe.* 

Mr.  K.  smd  he  saw  nothing  in  these  imperial 
precedents,  ancient  or  modem,  very  applicable 
or  very  captivating ;  and  as  be  saw  nothing  in 
the  happy  and  prosperous  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple of  tnose  free  and  commercial  nations  (Tw- 
key  and  Spain)  to  excite  his  envy,  hewonld 
radier  consider  this  as  a  new  and  untried  ex- 
periment, and  digest  it  a  little  better  before  it 
was  adopted.  Mr.  K  added,  that  the  sjstem 
was  already  in  operation,  as  the  changes  pro- 
posed did  not  alter  essentially  the  specie  ayrtem 
adopted  by  the  Executive  since  the  snspensiott 
of  specie  payments.  The  postponement  wodd 
give  us  a  little  more  time  to  observe  the  wort 
ings  of  the  system,  and  ascertain  the  wishes  of 
the  people.  He  was  glad  to  see  the  finances 
restored  to  Congress,  their  lawful  gnardian,  oo 
almost  any  terms ;  but  really  they  were  in  sam 
a  worthless  and  ragged  condition,  from  Execu- 
tive manipulation,  Uiat  it  was  difficult  to  e»j 
what  disposition  had  better  be  made  of  *"?^ 

Mr.  K.  said  he  doubted  whether  he  onght  to 
detain  the  Senate  to  say  any  thing  upon  tM 
causes  of  the  present  distress,  which  tad  <»u™ 
Congress  together.  As  this  subject  had  been 
dwelt  upon,  however,  by  every  fP*®''*/J'™J 
had  preceded  him,  and  was  certainly  of  gra» 
importance  to  the  country,  it  was  perhaps  ™ 
duty  of  every  member  to  give  his  views  nm 
the  subject  The  subject,  said  he,  is  too  ^ 
portant  to  be  trifled  with.  It  comes  to  w» 
doors  and  dwellings,  and  reaches  the  br^d  M" 
business  of  every  citizen,  of  every  wnmnw, 
and  I  shall  give  my  views,  however  jnj"3 
ly,  uninfluenced  by  aU  personal  frienMiips  wu 
party  associations.  Unless  we  sscertam 
causes  which  have  so  strangely  ^"■"^SL- jn 
country  into  its  present  distressed  f  ™'Ser 
a  time  of  profound  peace,  wc  shaU  nw 
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know  how  to  apply  present  remedies  nor  avoid 
similar  evils  in  fatnre. 

[Here  Mr.  King  entered  into  an  extended  exami- 
nation of  the  causes  which  prodnoed  the  present  dis- 
tresB,  exploring  for  that  pnipoee  the  financial  and 
oonunerdal  operations  of  England  as  well  as  of  the 
United  States ;  and  continued :] 

Let  ns  now  retnm  to  the  United  States.  In 
Jone,  1886,  the  min  threatened  by  bo  large  an 
accomnlation  of  the  public  money,  and  the  uses 
that  were  made  of  it,  and  the  unsound  state  of 
the  currency  generally,  was  so  manifest  that  all 
parties  united  in  the  opinion  that  something 
most  be  done  with  it.  After  fUl  discossion 
ind  great  deliberation,  Oongress,  with  uncom- 
mon unanimity,  adopted  the  law  to  distribute 
the  deposits  among  fce  States.  Though  no 
measure  could  be  free  from  objection,  this  was 
certainly  the  vrisest  that  could  have  been  adopt- 
ed in  reference  to  the  end  proposed.  It  deplet- 
ed the  Treasury,  and  checked  over-issues,  by  a 
public  law,  with  full  notice,  easy  terms,  and 
ample  time  for  its  execution.  The  President 
was,  unfortunately,  opposed  to  it,  and  seemed 
determined,  not  only  to  use  every  means  to 
prevent  its  eflBciency,  but  to  prevent  its  opera- 
tion on  the  Western  and  South-western  deposit 
I»nks,  which,  in  fact,  most  needed  its  operation.- 
With  this  view,  he  adopted  the  famous  specie 
drcular — a  sort  of  order  in  council — though 
the  identical  measure  had  been  a  few  days  be- 
fore proposed  as  a  legislative  measure,  and, 
with  almost  perfect  onanimity,  rejected  by  the 
Senate. 

The  principal,  perhaps  only,  object  of  this 
measure  was  to  save  f^om  explosion  some  of 
the  tottering  deposit  banks  in  the  West  and 
Sooth-west,  when  they  should  be  called  on  to 
comply  with  the  deposit  law,  and  surrender  the 
pablio  money.  His  object  could  not  have  been 
to  prevent  over-issues,  such  an  object  being  in- 
consistent with  his  opposition  to  the  deposit 
bill,  which  was  certainly,  of  all  others,  the  best 
ooQceived  for  that  purpose.  Whatever  might 
have  been  the  motive,  the  measure  was  an  un- 
wise and  unfortunate  one,  deranging  the  whole 
internal  commerce  of  the  country,  producing 
panic,  breaking  up  exchanges,  and  destroying 
credit,  at  the  very  time,  of  all  others,  when  the 
country  should  have  been  permitted  to  make 
the  fa^  of  its  resources,  without  violence  or 
nrprise. 

Mr.  K.  sdd  the  United  States  Bank,  though 
no  longer  in  existence,  had  been  the  theme  of 
every  gentleman  who  had  addressed  the  Senate. 
He  should  $ay  no  more  of  it  than  was  necessary 
to  justify  and  defend  himself,  and  the  numerous 
fiiends  of  the  administration  who  had  believed 
in  the  utility  of  that  institution.  His  defence 
was  fully  justified;  for,  although  that  insti- 
tution was  established  by  the  democratic  party, 
every  friend  of  it  was  placed,  in  sweeping  de- 
atmciations,  among  aristocrats,  rogues,  and  con- 
^iiatoTs;  ranked  with  tlie  "Biddies  and  the 


Barings,  and  the  banks,"  and  set  upon  in  flill 
cry  by  dunces  and  demagogues,  anxious  only 
to  turn  attention  ftom  their  own  misohievous 
blunders  and  errors. 

When  he  came  to  maturity,  he  said,  he  found 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  successful  and 
happy  operation.    He  learned  its  history,  and 
found  that  it  was  established  by  the  party  to 
which  he  had  always  been  attached,  with  the 
immortal  Madison  at  their  head;    who  after 
fatal  experience  had  changed  his  opinion  on  the 
subject.    This  paternity  recommended  it,  but 
reflection  as  well  as  experience  convinced  him 
of  its  great  utility  as  a  financial  agent  to  the 
Government,  as  an  aid  to  internal  and  external 
commerce,  and  a  wholesome  regulator  of  an 
otherwise  unregulated  paper  system.    As  an 
original  question,  he  was  and  ever  had  been 
opposed  to  the  whole  paper  system,  but  the 
system  certainly  had  many  advantages  in  a  fi-ee 
country,  and  moreover  was  fixed  upon  us,  and 
no  one  generation  either  could  or  would  bear 
the  sacrifices  it  would  cost  to  get  rid  of  it. 
And  (added  he)  the  progress  we  should  make 
in  getting  rid  of  the  system  and  its  abuses,  by 
putting  down  the  Baid:  of  the  United  States, 
was  predicted  by  me  in  the  Senate  in  1834. 
Sir,  the  great  temperance  preddent,  or  tem- 
perance reformer,  Mr,  Delavan,  who  sendef  ua 
so  many  temperance  papers,  might  just  as  well 
have  undertaken  to  encourage  the  cause  of 
temperance  in  which  he  is  engaged,  by  break- 
ing up  one  respectable  grocery  in  Chestnut 
street,  that  he  might  raise  up  600  grog  shops  in 
the  Liberties,  the  villages,  and  the  Western 
wilderness.    He  thought  it  the  part  of  wisdom 
not  to  waste  itself  on  impracticable  extremes, 
but  to  secure  the  blessings  of  the  system,  and 
avoid  as  many  of  its  evils  as  possible.    This  he 
thought  was  best  effected  by  a  national  bank, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Treasury.    The  vast  extent 
of  our  country  gave  ftall  time  to  such  an  insti- 
tution to  lop  off  redundancies  and  fill  up  de- 
ficiencies on  notice  of  an  irregularity  in  the 
currency,  in  any  particular  sections  before  the 
effect  became  general.    It  was  clearly  the  in- 
terest of  such  an  institution  to  perform  these 
duties  faithfblly.    Its  own  successful  operation 
in  a  great  measure  depended  on  it ;  which  was 
the  test  guaranty  to  the  public  that  they  would 
be  so  performed.    He  also  believed  that  the 
money  of  the  nation  could  be  entrusted  to  no 
agency  so  little  dangerous  to  liberty,  or  so  un- 
likely to  use  it  for  political  purposes.    Expe- 
rience proved  the  truth  of  this  opinion.    We 
had,  again,  the  best  of  all  security — that  is,  the 
security  of  interest.    To  engage  in  politics,  or 
unite  itself  with  a  political  party,  is  death  to 
the    institution.      What   evidence    had    been 
shown,  or  could  be  shown,  that  the  bank  ever 
hinted  an  interference  with  politics,  until  it 
supposed  the  Executive  to  make  an  overture 
for  that  purpose  ?    In  1829  the  Executive  com- 
menced a  correspondence  with  the  bank  to 
procure  a  change  in  the  president  of  the  New 
Hampshire  branch.    He  did  not  say  that  any 
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thing  improper  was  intended  by  the  Ezecntive, 
but  It  was  the  first  interference  <^  the  kind, 
and  the  bank  supposed  it  to  be  an  attempt  to 
enlist  it  in  politics,  and  nnite  the  power  of  the 
bank  with  tlie  power  of  the  Government.  It 
declined  on  the  ground  that  the  bank  never 
had  and  coald  not  now  think  of  interfering  in 
the  politics  of  the  country.  The  rest  is  known. 
The  Message  followed  with  a  charge  of  what 
nobody  had  ever  heard  of  before,  and  recom- 
mending a  Treasury  bank,  uniting  the  power 
and  patronage  of  a  bank  to  that  of  the  Oovem- 
ment.  From  that  time  forth  the  Executive 
continued  to  struggle  for  the  money  power 
until  it  took  possession  of  it  in  1833,  by  the 
removal  of  the  deposits.  I  only  mention  these 
fkits,  sir,  to  prove  the  great  reluctance  with 
which  audi  an  institution  will  always  engage 
in  politics.  Its  interest  requires  the  custom 
and  friendship  of  both  political  parties,  and  it 
cannot  prosper  against  a  war  by  either.  The 
money  power  of  the  Treasury  is  great,  let  it  be 
lodged  where  it  will ;  but,  for  the  reasons 
stated,  I  believe  it  is  less  in  a  national  bank, 
connected  with  and  dependent  on  the  business 
of  the  country,  than  in  any  other.  There  was 
no  danger  of  the  political  influence  of  a  bank, 
if  the  Executive  would  let  it  alone.  Some 
admitted  that  the  bank  had  been  improperly 
attacked,  but  that,  being  attacked,  it  had  over- 
issued and  otherwise  mismanaged  in  its  strag- 
gles for  a  recharter.  This  might  be  true  to 
some  extent;  but,  if  so,  it  is  more  an  objection 
to  the  direction  than  the  institution,  and  might 
be  prevented  by  a  simple  provision  in  the 
charter,  which  the  old  charter  ought  to  have 
contained. 

Sir,  these  are  the  opinions  I  have  always 
entertained,  and  were  the  opinions  of  my  then 
colleague,  when  I  came  into  the  Senate ;  they 
were  known  to  our  constituents.  But  as  this 
was  a  matter  of  expediency,  on  which  they 
had  a  right  to  judge,  they  expected  to  be,  and 
shall  be,  represented ;  and  their  wishes,  when 
I  last  heard  from  them,  were  against  a  national 
bank.  In, fact,  although  I  believe  it  unfortunate 
that  the  old  bank  was  destroyed,  the  question 
of  establishing  a  new  one,  at  this  time,  is  a 
very  different  question.  Under  our  anti-bank 
administration,  the  bank  capital  has  been  much 
more  than  doubled  in  a  few  vears.  Is  it  ex- 
pedient to  add  to  it  ?  If  so,  the  practicability 
of  controlling  it,  by  a  national  bank  of  permis- 
sible size,  and  the  manner  of  doing  it,  are 
important  questions.  The  present  rate  of  ex- 
change, too,  would  render  it  diflicult  to  procure 
specie  for  the  institution,  and  create  a  demand 
for  it,  that  would,  for  the  present,  add  to  the 
distress.  There  were  some  other  reasons  that 
had  been  referred  to,  but  which  he  could  not, 
at  this  time,  notice. 

But,  we  are  gravely  told,  sItj  that  the  "Bank 
of  the  United  States,  with  its  '  still  greater 
strength,'  has  not  been  able  to  prevent  the 
present  state  of  affairs ;  that  it '  has  not  been 
able  to  check  other  institutions,  or  save  itself.' " 


This  reference  to  the  bank  wonld  have  doM 
very  well  for  a  party  newspaper ;  but,  I  moat 
confess,  I  was  somewhat  astonislied  to  find  it 
in  a  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  the  most  igno- 
rant can  be  deceived  by  this  catch  at  a  mere 
name  1  Who  ever  thought  of  holding  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  responsible  for  the  cur- 
rency, or  as  a  financial  regulator,  after  the 
withdrawal  of  its  branches,  or  even  after  the 
removal  of  the  deposits  }  What  obligation  was 
it  under  to  the  public,  after  the  public  had 
taken  away  the  deposits  and  dispensed  with  its 
services  f  Was  it  under  any  very  strong  obli- 
gation, if  it  had  the  power,  to  aid  the  Executive 
in  an  experiment  inade  at  its  expense,  and  in- 
tended for  its  destruction  ?  I  should  think  not ; 
and  to  hold  a  State  bank  responsible  beoKue 
it  is  called  "  the  Bank  ftf  the  United  Stat^" 
is  absolutely  ridiculous.  It  has  fallen  into  line 
with  the  multitude  of  State  banks  created  under 
the  late  administration.  It  has  supported  his 
"  policy  "  by  importing  specie  on  credit,  thtt 
it  might  hatch  more  pe^r  upon  it  It  his 
gloried  in  the  confasion  of  the  exchan^^ea,  by 
wliich  it  has  made  millions.  In  short,  hke  the 
rest  of  the  State  banks,  it  has  gone  for  makilig 
money;  it  has  ioined  its  fortunes  with  the 
State  banks ;  it  has  borrowed  specie  like  the 
State  banks;  has  expanded  with  the  State 
banks ;  has  shaved  witb  the  State  banks ;  has 
failed  with  the  State  banks,  and  is  a  State 
bank,  and  yet  it  is  held  responsible  to  the 
coontiy  as  a  national  bank.  Sir,  it  is  no  more 
a  United  States  Bank,  and  not  so  much  as  the 
littie  Burlington  bank,  which  produced  such  a 
happy  effect  with  a  modicum  of  the  spoils  sent 
to  It,  and  pressingly  sent  for  more  to  operate  on 
the  elections,  "m  anticipation  of  the  wod 
clip."  There  is  a  United  States  Bank  for  ye, 
established  by  the  Executive  to  prevent  the 
public  money  from  being  employed  to  operate 
on  the  politics  of  the  country  t 

Why,  then,  these  valiant  charges  upon  a 
ghost  ?  this  war  upon  a  sign  ?  these  tilts  up(m 
a  tombstone  ?  They  are  about  as  useful,  utd 
about  as  rational,  as  the  charges  of  the  redoubt- 
able Don  Quixote  upon  the  windmills. 

In  connection  with  these  perpetual  efforts  to 
frighten  us  with  ghosts  ana  "  things  that  are 
not,"  Mr.  K.  ssud  he  had  never  had  his  demo- 
cratic feelings  so  shocked  as  they  had  been  by 
a  sentiment  of  the  Senator  fW>m  South  Csrohnik 
(Mr.  Oaihouit,)  warmly  applauded  by  his  friend 
near  him,  (Mr.  Stbakob.)  We  were  told  that, 
though  expedient,  we  should  not  make  this 
State  bank  a  depository,  "  because  it  would  be  a 
triumph  over  the  Government  I "  I^hat  Gov- 
ernment t  The  "Government"  at  the  Her- 
mitage, or  the  Government  at  the  White 
House  f  These  Governments  were  both,  to 
be  sure,  supposed  to  be  inimical  to  the  pr^eot 
State  bank,  because  they  did  not  like  Mr.  Bid- 
die,  its  president,  who  was  formerly  president 
of  the  national  institution.  But  what  had  the 
Government   to  do  wUh  the  present  State 
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inatitationf  He  had  rappoeed,  until  latelj, 
that  the  Government  meant  the  legisIatiTe 
power,  as  established  bj  the  constitation ;  and, 
if  the  people,  through  their  ropresentatires, 
aMordlns  to  the  forms  of  the  oonstitation, 
should  deem  it  expedient  to  make  anj  State 
institution  a  depository,  it  would  be  no  objection 
with  him  that  either  the  ez-President  or  pres- 
ent Exeontive  was  snpposed  to  be  inimiciBl  to 
one  of  its  o£9oers.  I  do  not  propose  (said  he) 
to  make  this  institution  a  depository,  and  no- 
bodj  has  proposed  or  thought  of  proposing  it, 
so  for  as  I  know.  Why,  then,  this  war-whoop 
against  it?  To  show  oar  devotion  to  the  sup- 
posed Ezeentive  willt  "A  change,  what  a 
change,"  has  been  produced  in  tJhe  tone  of 
Americaxi  feeling  hj  these  violent  encroach- 
ments and  recent  triumphs  of  the  Executive 
over  the  Legislative  authority,  in  relation  to 
the  finances  I  All  eves  are  turned  to  the  Exec- 
-ative.  The  spirit  of  our  fathers  has  fled.  The 
blood  of  76  has  run  out.  Sir,  there  have  been 
more  gray  hairs  brought  upon  the  head  of  our 
joathAil  and  vigorous  repablio  in  the  last  four 
years,  than  ought  to  have  grown  upon  it  in  one 
entire  century  of  quiet  and  peaceful  adminis- 
tration, with  the  constitutional  co-operation  of 
the  legislative  departments. 

My  firiends  need  not  be  astonished  at  the 
freedom  with  which  I  express  these  sentiments. 
They  beHeve  with  me,  they  have  acted  with 
me.  We  have  vainly  stood  up  together  against 
the  will  of  the  Executive.  Our  efforts  have 
been  impotent  We  have  been  trampled  under 
foot,  llie  Executive  has  had  Us  way,  and  we 
«ee  the  result.  I  only  wish  my  friends  to  join 
me  in  making  a  firm  stand,  to  teach  the  Execu- 
tive that  bis  friends  are  to  be  consulted  in 
measures  of  such  immense  importance  to  the 
people  as  those  by  which  our  finances  have 
been  ruined.  I  have  no  idea  of  deserting 
'dtem,  nr;  they  need  not  apprehend  that  I 
am  only  expressing  freely  sentiments  I  and  they 
have  entertained,  and  not  very  carefully  con- 
cealed. I  am  a  party  man,  sir.  All  I  am  as  a 
politician  I  was  made  so  by  party.  I  have  no 
sympathies  with  any  other  party  except  that 
vith  which  I  have  always  acted,  and  by  which 
I  have  been  honored.  I  respect  my  political 
opponents  as  my  fellow-citizens,  living  under 
ue  same  laws,  snbject  to  the  same  Govern- 
ment, and  equally  honest  and  patriotic  with 
myself.  But  I  differ  with  them  m  some  of  the 
essoitial  and  ftmdamental  principles  upon  which 
oar  Government  should  be  aiuninistered,  and 
liave  nothing  to  aak,  and  nothing  to  ezpeetfrom 
them. 

I  am  a  democrat,  a  real  democrat  I  do 
not  make  the  profession  ad  eaptandvm;  I  fear 
it  ia  becoming  rather  unpopular ;  but  my  early 
l>abits  and  yonthfbl  associations  made  me  so. 
Iq  fact,  the  sentiment  w&s  planted  in  my  heart 
liy  nabire,  cultivated  by  education,  and  ap- 
proved by  reason.  I  believe  a  democratic  re- 
pobKe  to  be  the  most  philosophical  govem- 
loeot,  and  best  calculated  to  develop  the  emer- 
YouXnL— 26 


giee  and  sostdn  the  dignity  of  man,  so  long  as 
tiie  people  have  snflSoient  intelligence  to  qualify 
them  for  self-government  I,  therefore,  abhor 
tyranny  and  irresponsible  power  in  every  pos- 
sible form  in  which  it  can  be  presented ;  whether 
it  be  presented  in  the  hypocritic^  garb  of  re- 
publican homespun,  or  tmselled  over  in  the 
glittering  trappings  of  royalty.  I  go  for  a 
strict  construction  of  the  constitution,  limited 
Executive  patronage,  and  an  economical  admin- 
istration of  the  Government;  and  yon  will 
never  find  me  here,  sir,  with  democracy  and 
economy  upon  the  lips,  and  tyranny  and  plunder 
in  the  heart.  "I  borrow  no  false  liveries 
from  heaven  to  serve  the  devil  in." 

Mr.  K.,  after  some  farther  remarks,  conclud- 
ed this  branch  of  the  subject  by  saying,  that  he 
had  full  confidence  that  the  President,  when 
some  present  difiSnlties  were  removed,  would 
administer  his  department  with  wisdom  and 
patriotism,  and  he  hoped  and  expected  to  be 
able  to  give  him  his  feeble  support  But  he 
just  wished  to  tell  him  now  that,  if  he  intended 
"  to  tread  in  the  footsteps  "  of  his  predecessor, 
in  trampling  on  the  legislative  authority,  in  the 
management  of  a  subject  of  all  others  of  the 
most  importance  to  the  people,  he  should  feel 
it  bis  duty  to  josUe  him  out  of  them.  He 
never  would  consent  (he  said)  to  surrender  the 
finances  to  the  exclusive  control  of  the  Execu- 
tive. If  we  did  this,  we  should  share  the  fate 
of  every  other  nation  who  had  submitted  to 
Executive  flnuiciering :  we  should  first  become 
a  nation  of  beggars,  and  then  a  Mtion  ot 
slaves. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  had  been  led  on  to  a  length 
altogether  unexpected  to  lumsel^  and  he  feared 
tiresome  to  the  Senate.  Several  other  topics 
had  been  su^ested  by  the  remarks  of  other 
gentiemen,  that  he  would  like  to  touch,  but  he 
would  dispense  with  them,  and  come  to  a  con- 
clusion, after  a  few  words  more  upon  the  bill 
and  amendment  under  consideration.  As  to 
the  separation  from,  the  State  banks  as  deposi- 
tories, he  conceived  that  a  matter  of  no  great 
consequence,  if  in  the  details  we  could  provide 
safety  to  the  money,  and  guard  against  too 
much  patronage  and  expense.  But  the  bill  he 
thoD^ht  imperiect  and  obscure  on  both  these 
points.  And  when  we  had  passed  the  bill,  we 
should  have  but  littie  idea  of  what  we  had 
done. 

As  to  the  amendment  proposed,  which  re- 
stricted the  receipts  of  the  Gk>venunent  to 
gold  and  silver,  he  could  never  consent  to  think 
of  it,  without  hearing  from  his  constituents,  so 
long  as  specie  is  not  the  common  currency, 
used  by  the  people  in  the  business  transactions 
of  the  country.  They  are  never  prepared  with 
a  currency  not  In  common  circulation,  and  would 
often  and  truly  be  reminded  of  ue  Roman 
qnastors,  who  were  in  the  habit,  among  other 
acts  of  tyranny,  of  demanding  particular  kinds 
of  money  for  tiie  purposes  of  extortion.  Here, 
11,000  specie  gatherers,  demanding  a  cnrrency 
not  ftinushed  the  people  by  their  own  States, 
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or  bj  the  ordinary  cironlation,  will  give  them 
more  trouble  than  all  their  other  pecuniary 
transactiong,  and,  being  different  to  the  de- 
mands made  upon  them  for  State  taxes,  will 
give  to  the  Federal  Government  an  alien  char- 
acter of  tyranny  and  oppression.  He  could 
not  conceive,  he  said,  of  a  measure  better  cal- 
oolated  to  give  to  the  Government  of  the  Union 
the  appearance  of  a  foreign  Government,  and 
alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  from  it, 
'  than  the  meosare  proposed. 

Mr.  RivBs  rose,  and  said  he  wonld  ask  leave 
of  the  Senate  to  say  a  few  words  which  he 
meant  to  say  yesterday,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  speaking  of  another  Senator,  (Mr.  Bknton.) 
Mr.  K.  said  he  rose  to  protest  against  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  question  Lad  been,  and  con- 
tinned  to  be,  treated  by  the  Senator  frcHn  South 
Oaroliua.  That  gentleman  argued  as  if  there 
wore  some  proposition  before  the  Senate  to  re- 
establish the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
confer  upon  the  existing  Pennsylvania  Bank  of 
the  United  States  some  special  and  important 
privilege;  But,  sir,  is  there  any  question  of 
that  sort  really  before  the  Senate !  The  ques- 
tion presented  by  the  proposition  on  your  table 
is,  whether  the  notes  of  banks  generally,  when 
they  shall  have  resumed  specie  payments,  onsbt 
not,  under  certain  limitations,  to  be  received  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues,  as  they  heretofore 
have  been  from  the  origin  of  the  Government 
down  to  the  present  time,  or  whether  they 
shall  be  altogether  excluded  in  future,  and 
nothing  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public 
revenue  but  gold  and  silver?  The  qoestioD, 
then,  is  one  which  involves  alike  the  whole 
eit^t  hundred  State  banks  in  the  Union,  con- 
stitnting  that  system  of  credit  under  Which, 
whatever  may  have  been  its  occasional  exoesses, 
tiie  country  has  heretofore  attuned  an  unparal- 
Uiei  height  of  prosperity,  and  has  no  special 
reference  whatever  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

It  does  seem  to  me,  Mr.  Preddent,  that  this 
perpetual  and  gratuitons  introdnction  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  into  this  debate, 
with  which  it  has  no  connection,  as  if  to  alarm 
the  imaginations  of  ^ave  Senators,  is  bnt  a 
poor  evidence  of  the  intrinsic  strength  of  the 
gentleman's  cause.  Much  has  been  said  of 
argoment  ttd  captandum  in  the  course  of  this 
discussion.  I  have  heard  none  that  can  com- 
pare with  this  solemn  stalking  of  the  ghost  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  through  this 
hall  to  "  frighten  Senators  from  their  propriety." 
I  am  as  much  exposed  to  that  institution  as 
the  gentleman  or  any  one  else  is  or  can  be.  I 
think  I  may  say  I  have  given  some  proofs  of 
it.  The  gentleman  himeslf  acquits  me  of  any 
design  to  favor  the  interest  of  that  institntion, 
while  he  says  such  is  the  necessary  consequence 
of  my  proposition.  The  suggestion  is  advanced 
for  effect,  and  then  retracted  in  form.  What- 
ever be  the  new-bom  zeal  of  the  Senator  from 
Sonth  Carolina  against  tbe'Bank  of  the  United 
Btatea,  I  flatter  myself  that  I  stand  in  a  posi- 


tion tliat  places  me,  at  least,  as  much  above 
suspicion  of  an  undue  leaning  in  favor  of  that 
institution  as  the  honorable  gentleman.  If  I 
mistake  not,  it  was  the  Senator  from  Boutt 
Carolina  who  introduced  and  supported  the 
bill  for  the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank 
in' 1816 ;  it  was  he,  also,  who  brought  in  a  bill 
in  18S4,  to  extend  the  charter  of  that  institu- 
tion for  a  term  of  twelve  years;  and  nou 
were  more  conspicuous  than  be  in  the  wdt 
remembered  scenes  of  that  day,  in  urging  th« 
restoration  of  the  Government  deposits  to  thia 
same  institution.  In  every  situation  of  public 
trust  in  which  I  have  been  placed  I  have  been 
the  constant  and  unvarying  opponent  of  that 
institution ;  and  in  this  body,  in  1884,  while 
the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina,  with  bis 
accustomed  ability,  was  urging  the  restoratiw 
of  the  public  deposits  to  it,  (a  triumph,  indeed, 
over  the  Government  of  the  country,  which 
the  honorable  Senator  now  so  bitterly  depre- 
cates,) I  stood  up  here  and  resisted  that  meM- 
ure  with  every  faculty  I  possessed,  and  sacri- 
ficed, as  is  well  known,  my  political  existence 
to  the  force  of  my  convictions  on  the  snbiect; 
convictions  which,  I  take  leave  to  say,  nave 
strengthened  with  every  day's  observation  and 
reflection  since.  When  I  recollect  these  things, 
it  seems  to  me  "  strange,  passing  strange,"  that 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  should  now 
appear  as  the  especial  and  sworn  adversary  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  while  I  em  held 
up  in  the  attitude  of  promoting  the  views  and 
favoring  the  interests  of  that  institntion. 

While  I  am  up,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  I  b^  leave  to 
say  a  word  in  answer  to  an  observation  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bistok.)  That 
gentleman  said,  if  I  wished  to  understand  the 
true  character  of  my  propoeition,  I  bad  only  to 
look  over  my  right  shonlaer,  and  see  who  were 
likely  to  support  it.  [Mr.  Cult,  Mr.  Websteb, 
and  other  gevtlemen  of  the  Oppositkm,  sit  ia 
that  direction  from  Mr.  Rivxs.]  I  thank  G«d, 
Mr.  President,  that  I  have  a  higher  rule  ot 
action  on  this  floor  than  any  consideratiMi  of 
who  is,  or  who  is  not,  to  vote  with  me.  I  look 
at  the  merits  of  the  proposition  itself;  and  if  it 
be  for  the  good  of  the  country,  I  go  for  it, 
whoever  may  vote  with  me  or  against  me.  If 
the  Senator  knows  that  I  am  to  derive  support 
to  my  proposition  from  gentlemen  over  mr 
right  shoulder,  he  knows  more  than  I  da  i 
have  had  no  commnnication  with  any  of  those 
gentlemen,  which  authorizes  me  to  expect  their 
support.  Many  of  them  vot«d,  during  the  last 
session,  for  the  same  proposition,  in  oommoa 
with  five-sixths  of  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and  they  may  do  so  again.  I  occupy 
the  same  position  now  that  I  did  then.  If 
other  gentlemen  have  seen  cause  to  change 
their  views,  I  have  not.  On  the  contrary,  the 
present  condition  of  the  country  furnishes,  in 
my  estimation,  new  motives  to  bring  forward 
the  proposition,  which  then  received  neariy  the 
unanimous  sanction  of  both  Houses  of  Oon- 
greas.    It  is  impassible  that  the  banking  instir 
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totions  of  the  conotrj,  on  whose  speedy  retam 
to  specie  paymeDt  the  sonndness  of  the  oarrencT 
«md  every  other  Interest  of  society  now  depend, 
can  rise  np  from  their   prostmte  condition, 
without  some  measnre  of  this  sort.    The  peo- 
ple wish  to  see  an  end  of  this  paper  money, 
(properly  so  called  when  inconvertible  into 
specie,)  which  the  gentleman  from  Missonii  so 
mnch  deprecated .    No  one  has  a  stronger  soise 
of  its  evils  and  dangers  than  I  have.    But  we 
ihsill  in  vain  attempt  to  get  rid  of  it,  in  ray 
hnmble  judgment,  without  some  measure  of  the 
character  I  have  proposed.    I  am  unwilling  to 
go  back  to  my  constituents  without  having  first 
done  something  for  the  rdief  of  the  people, 
as  well  as  the  Government.    I  am  unwilling 
that  the  American  people  shall  witness  an  ad- 
journment of  this  body  without  the  passage 
of  some  measure  of  a  healing  and  salntaiy  char- 
acter, in  relation  to  the  currency  of  the  country. 
When  the  snb-Treasnry  scheme  was  intro- 
duced into  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
I834y  out  of  the  meagre  number  of  38  votes  it 
then  received,  there  was  but  one  friend  of  the 
administration  who  voted  in  favor  of  it.    It 
was  then  denounced,  under  the  ansploee  and  in 
the  name  of  the  administration,  as  revolntion- 
aty,  disorganizing,  anti-republican,  and  tending 
to  enlarge  Executive  power,  and  place  in  its 
hands    ue  means   of  corruption.    Believing 
now,  as  I  did  then,  that  such  is  the  true  char- 
acter and  tendency  of  the  measure,  I  adhere  to 
Ih©  ground  taken  by  the  republican  party  in 
1684;    and  I  will  use  every  wei^wn  which 
reason  and  agnment  con  fhmish  in  opposition 
to  it.    I,  for  one,  will  not  be  afrud  to  act  with 
my  individual,  or  any  party,  in  resisting  a 
aeneme  which,  however  it  may  be  viewed  by 
odiers,  I  firmly  believe  to  be  ft-angfat  with 
danger  to  the  best  interests  of  my  oonntry; 
and  in  doing  so,  so  tur  tfom  a1>andoBing,  I  but 
maintain  the  more  closely,  my  republican  faith. 
ICr.  OAiHoim  sdd  this  attack  of  the  Senator 
is  veiy  extraordinary.    Yesterday,  in  the  course 
of  my  argument,  I  endeavored  to  show  that 
his  woposition  would  inure  to  ihe  benefit  of 
tite  Fennsylvania  Bonk  of  the  United  States, 
and  I  stated  my  reasons.    I  i)elieved  he  did 
not  contemplate  it  in  that  light,  but  I  did ;  and 
I  said  to  the  Senator,  you  hold  out  a  powerfol 
temptation  to  the  banks.    I  stated  that  the 
Mrong  banks,  and  they  alone,  would  take  the 
benefit  of  this  measure,  with  the  United  Btates 
Bank  at  their  head.    Their  predominating  in- 
flnenee  over  every  other  bantc  was  inevitable ; 
md  if  they  got  it,  they  would  hold  it  in  per- 
f^uo.    They  would  make  the  necessary  sacri- 
fice in  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  and 
tins  bill  would  serve  as  the  motive;   and,  if 
Mr.  Biddle  tried,  he  would  get  it.    And  now, 
twenty-four  hours  afterwards,  I  am  surprisea 
>t  this  storm  of  passion  and  personal  attack, 
*hen  I  acquitted  the  gentleman  of  all  improper 
iotenUons. 

The  gentleman  says  fbot  in  1884  I  was  in 
ftnit  of  restoring  the  deposits.    I  was  so ;  and 


I  now,  as  then,  think  they  were  nnneoessarily 
and  illegally  removed,  and  that  it  was  one  of 
the  accelerating  causes  of  the  catastrophe  which 
he  BO  much  laments.  Kew  zeal  1  A  new  con- 
vert I  I  never  made  stronger  declarations  in 
my  life  of  the  banking  system  than  at  that 
time.  I  said  the  whole  system  was  hostile  to 
liberty.  I  was  then  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States ;  but  not  so  as  to  qualify  my 
position  relative  to  banking.  I  went  farther, 
and  told  the  Senator  and  others,  your  system 
will  fiail  if  you  retain  a  connection  with  the 
banks ;  there  most  be  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  With  me  the  question  of  bank  or  no 
bank  had  reference  to  tho  whole  banking 
system.  Has  he  any  foundation  on  which  h« 
can  now  call  me  a  convert  f  No,  sir,  I  have 
seen,  not  for  four,  but  fourteen  years,  that  the 
issue  must  be  that  the  banks  will  be  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  the  Government  the  banks ;  that, 
by  the  constant  tendency  to  increase  the  issues 
of  paper,  the  banks  or  the  Government  must 
be  prostrated.  I  hardly  expected  to  see  that 
issue  in  my  day ;  but  come  I  knew  and  declared 
it  wonld,  sooner  or  later ;  and  when  the  qae»- 
tion  should  arise,  it  would  be  the  greatest  of 
modem  times.  I  would  lay  a  hundred  to  on^ 
if  the  Senator's  bill  should  pass,  the  United 
States  Bank  will  monopolize  its  benefits.  Of 
his  remarks  I  will  only  say  that  they  were 
unworthy  of  him,  and  the  State  from  which  he 
oomee. 

Mr.  Bbhtok.  The  Senator  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  BrvBs)  repeats  what  has  been  oftwi  told, 
and  answered,  that  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration voted  in  a  body  against  Mr.  Gobdoh's 
sub-Treasury  proposition  in  1884.  They  did 
so,  and  for  a  reason  both  notorions  and  ^!«K>d  at 
that  time,  but  not  good  now.  The  adimnistra- 
tion  conld  not  out  loose  from  the  looal  banks 
then ;  they  were  allies  agunst  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and,  as  such,  had  to  be  saved. 
They  were  the  "Malf-iaaif  Sotue "  in  getting 
from  the  National  bank  to  the  snb-TrMSory ; 
and,  as  such,  had  to  be  maintained.  They  are 
no  longer  allies,  or  a  half-way  station,  but  foes 
and  deserters.  They  have  cut  loose  from  the 
government,  and  are  weight  in  favor  of  a 
naticmal  bonk ;  and  as  such  the  government  is 
now  done  with  them.  It  was  expedient  to 
maintain  the  connection  in  1884:  it  is  expedient 
to  let  it  remfun  dissolved  now. 


Monday,  September  25. 
Sui-TrtMurp  BilL 

The  Senate  resumed  the  condderslion  of  the 
bill  imposing  additional  duties,  as  depositories 
of  the  public  moneys,  on  certain  ofiicers  of  the 
Goieral  Grovenoment ;  together  with  Mr.  Oal- 
hottn'b  and  Mr.  BEmoir's  amendments. 

Mr.  Olat  commenced  by  observing  &at, 
feeling  an  anxious  desire  to  see  some  effectual 
plan  presented  to  correct  the  disorders  in  the 
currency,  and  to  restore  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  he  had  avdded  prec^itaiting  himself 
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into  the  debate  now  in  progress,  that  he  might 
attentively  examine  every  remedy  that  shonld 
be  proposed,  and  impartially  weigh  every  con- 
sideration nrged  in  its  support.  No  period  had 
ever  existed  in  this  coontry,  in  which  the  fiitore 
was  covered  by  a  darker,  denser,  or  more  im- 
penetrable gloom.  None,  in  which  the  duty 
was  so  imperative  to  discard  all  passion  and 
prejudice,  all  party  ties,  and  previoas  bias,  and 
looE  exclosively  to  the  gooa  of  our  afflicted 
country.  In  one  respect — and  he  thought  it  a 
fortnnate  one— oar  present  difficulties  are  dis- 
tinguishable from  former  domestic  troubles,  and 
that  is  their  universality.  They  are  felt,  it  is 
tme,  in  different  degrees,  but  they  reach  every 
section,  every  State,  every  interest,  almost  every 
man  in  the  Union.  AU  feel,  see,  hear^  know 
their  existence.  As  they  do  not  array,  Lke  onr 
former  divisions,  one  portion  of  the  confederacy 
against  another,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  common 
sufferings  may  lead  to  common  sympathies  and 
common  counsels,  and  that  we  shall,  at  no 
distant  day,  be  able  to  see  a  clear  way  of 
deliverance.  If  the  present  state  of  the  conn- 
try  were  produced  by  the  fault  of  the  people ; 
if  it  procieeded  from  their  wasteful  extrava- 
gance and  their  indulgence  of  a  reckless  spirit 
of  ruinous  speculation ;  if  public  measures  had 
no  agency  whatever  in  bringing  it  about,  it 
would  nevertheless  be  the  duty  of  Government 
to  exert  all  its  energies  and  to  employ  all  its 
legitimate  powers  to  devise  an  efficacious  reme- 
dy. But  if  onr  present  deplorable  condition 
has  sprang  from  onr  rulers;  if  it  is  to  be 
clearly  traced  to  their  acts  and  operations,  that 
duty  becomes  infinitely  more  obligatory ;  and 
Government  would  be  faithless  to  the  highest 
and  most  solemn  of  human  trusts  should  it 
neglect  to  perform  it.  And  is  it  not  too  tme 
that  the  evils  which  surround  us  are  to  be 
ascribed  to  those  who  have  had  the  conduct  of 
our  public  affairs  1 

In  glancing  at  the  past,  (continued  Mr.  0.,) 
nothing  can  be  Airther  from  my  intention  than 
to  excite  angry  feelings,  or  to  find  grounds  of 
reproach.  It  would  be  far  more  congenial  to 
my  wishes  that,  on  this  occasion,  we  shonld 
forget  afi  former  unhappy  divisions  and  ani- 
mosities. But,  in  order  to  discover  how  to  get 
out  of  our  difficulties,  we  must  asoertiun,  if  we 
can,  how  we  got  into  them. 

Prior  to  that  series  of  unfortunate  measures 
which  had  for  ita  object  the  overthrow  of  the 
Bonk  of  the  United  States,  and  the  discon- 
tinuance of  its  fiscal  agency  for  the  Govern- 
ment, no  people  upon  earth  ever  enjoyed  a 
better  currency,  or  had  exchanges  better  regu- 
lated, than  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Our  monetary  system  appeared  to  have  attained 
as  great  perfection  as  any  thing  human  can 
possibly  reach.  The  combination  of  United 
States  and  local  banks  presented  a  tme  image 
of  our  system  of  General* and  State  Govern- 
ments, and  worked  quite  as  well.  Not  only 
within  the  coimtry  had  we  a  local  and  a  general 
ourrency,  pofeotiy  sound ;  but,  in  whatever  I 


quarter  of  the  globe  American  commerce  hid 
penetrated,  there  also  did  the  bills  of  tlie  Bank 
of  the  United  States  command  onbounded 
credit  and  confidence.  Now  we  are  in  danger 
of  having  fixed  upon  ns,  indefinitely  as  to  Uim, 
that  memum — an  irredeemable  paper  cnmnqr, 
which,  by  the  universal  consent  of  the  com- 
mercial world,  is  regarded  as  the  worst  Hov 
has  this  reverse  oome  upon  as!  Oin  it  be 
doubted  that  it  is  the  result  of  those  metsins 
to  which  I  have  adverted  ?  When  at  the  ver; 
moment  of  adopting  them,  the  very  coue- 
quences  which  have  happened  were  foreU^ti 
inevitable,  is  it  necessary  to  look  elsewhere  for 
their  cause !  Never  was  prediction  more  dis- 
tinctly made ;  never  was  fulfilment  more  liteni 
and  exact. 

Let  us  suppose  that  those  meosores  Lsd  noi 
been  adopted ;  that  the  Bank  of  the  Cnited 
States  had  been  rechartered ;  that  the  twblic 
deposits  had  remained  undisturbed ;  ana  tbd 
the  Treasury  order  had  never  issued:  is  then 
not  every  reason  to  believe  that  we  sboaU  be 
now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  sound  correncj; 
that  the  public  deposits  would  be  nov  eafe  isd 
forthoommg;  and  that  tlie  suspension  of  ^lecie 
payments  in  May  last  would  not  hare  htp- 
pened? 

The  Message,  to  reconcile  us  to  onr  midte- 
tunes,  and  to  exonerate  the  measares  of  our 
own  Government  fi-om  all  blame  in  prodaciiig 
the  present  state  of  things,  refers  to  the  condi- 
tion of  Europe,  and  especially  to  that  of  Grat 
Britain.  It  alleges,  that  "in  both  conntriet 
we  have  witnessed  Uie  same  rednndapcj  of 
pi^>er  money,  and  other  facilities  of  cre^;  tlx 
same  spirit  of  speculation ;  the  same  partial  no- 
cesses;  the  same  difficulties  and  reverses;  wdi 
at  length,  nearly  the  same  overwhehmiig«at»- 
trophe." 

Wliatever  of  embarrassment  Europe  hi 
recently  experienced  may  be  satisfiMitoiily  ei- 
plained  by  its  trade  and  connection  with  tbt 
United  States.  The  degree  of  embarraaaMBt 
has  been  marked,  in  the  commercial  conntiie 
there,  by  the  degree  of  their  connection  wiui 
the  United  States.  All,  or  almost  all,  the  gr^ 
fulures  in  Europe  have  been  of  hooses  eii^>^ 
in  the  American  trade.  Great  Britain,  wbi^i 
as  the  Message  justly  observes,  maintains  toe 
dosest  relations  with  us,  has  suffered  most; 
France  next,  and  so  on,  in  the  order  of  tkeir 
greater  or  less  oonmieroial  intercourse  witl* 
Most  truly  was  it  said  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  that  the  recent  embwrassmfflta  of 
Europe  were  the  embarrassments  of  a  orediW, 
fr<Hn  whom  payment  was  witliheld  bj  u" 
debtor,  and  from  whom  the  precious  metaw 
have  been  uimeoeEsarily  withdrawn  bj  tie 
policy  of  the  same  debtor.  ,. 

Since  the  intensity  of  suffering,  and  the  a» 
astrons  state  of  things  in  this  country,  haw  * 
transcended  any  thing  that  has  occurred  « 
Europe,  we  must  look  here  for  some  pwwi* 
and  more  potent  causes  than  any  which  h«« 
been  in  operation  there.    They  are  to  be  bwa 
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in  that  series  of  measures  to  which  I  have 
already  adverted. 

Ist  The  veto  of  the  bank. 

2d.  The  remoral  of  the  deposits,  with  the 
urgent  injunction  of  Secretary  Taney  upon  the 
hanks  to  enlarge  their  accommodations. 

8d.  The  gold  bill,  and  the  demand  of  gold 
for  the  fore^  indemnities. 

4th.  The  dumsy  ezeontion  of  the  deporat 
law;  and 

5th.  The  Treastuy  order  of  July,  1886. 

[Here  Ifr.  Ola.t  went  into  an  examination 
of  these  measores  to  show  that  the  inflated 
eondition  of  the  oonntry,  the  wild  speculations, 
which  had  risen  to  their  height  when  they 
began  to  lie  <^eoked  by  the  preparations  of  the 
kxMl  banks  necessary  to  meet  the  deposit  law 
of  Jane,  1886,  the  final  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  and  the  consequent  disorders  in  the 
cnrrenoy,  commerce,  and  general  business  of 
the  oonntry,  were  all  to  be  traced  to  the  in- 
flnenoe  of  the  measures  enumerated.  All  these 
eaoses  operated  immediately,  directly,  and 
vowerftilly  npon  na,  and  their  effects  were 
indireetly  felt  in  Europe.] 

The  Message  imputes  to  the  deposit  law  an 
agency  in  producing  the  existing  embarrass- 
menta.  This  is  a  char^  frequently  made  by 
the  Mends  of  the  administration  against  that 
law.  It  is  true,  that  the  banks  having  in- 
creased their  accommodations,  in  conformity 
with  the  orders  of  Secretary  Taney,  it  might 
not  have  been  convenient  to  recall  and  pay 
them  over  for  public  nse.  It  is  true,  also,  utat 
the  msooner  in  which  the  law  was  executed  by 
the  Treasury  Department,  transferring  lai^ 
snms  from  creditor  to  debtor  portions  of  the 
eountry,  without  regard  to  the  commerce  or 
bosiness  of  the  country,  might  have  aggravated 
the  ineonvenienee.  But  what  do  those  who 
object  to  the  law  think  ought  to  have  been 
done  with  the  surpluses  which  had  accumulat- 
ed, and  were  daily  augmenting  to  such  an  enor- 
mons  amount  in  the  hands  of  uie  deposit  bai^? 
Were  they  to  h«  incorporated  with  their  oetpi- 
tals,  and  remain  there  for  the  benefit  of  tne 
stockholders  ?  Was  it  not  proper  and  jnst  that 
they  should  be  applied  to  the  uses  of  the  people 
fh>m  whom  they  were  collected  t  And  when- 
ever and  however  taken  from  the  deposit  banks, 
wonld  not  inconvenience  necessarily  happen  I 

The  great  evil  under  which  the  oonntry  la- 
bors is  the  suspension  of  the  banks  to  pay 
q>ecie,  tlie  total  derangement  in  all  domestic 
exchanges,  and  the  paralysis  which  has  come 
over  the  whole  bnsiness  of  the  country.  In 
r^ard  to  the  cnrrenoy,  it  is  not  that  a  given 
amount  of  bank  notes  will  not  now  command 
as  much  as  the  same  amount  of  specie  would 
have  done  prior  to  the  suspension ;  but  it  is  the 
fkitnre,  the  danger  of  an  inconvertible  paper 
money  being  indefinitely  or  permanentiy  fixed 
npon  the  people,  that  fills  them  with  appre- 
hensions. Our  great  object  should  be  to  re-^- 
tablish  a  sound  cnrrenoy,  and  thereby  to  restwe 


the  exchanges  and  revive  the  business  of  the 
country. 

The  first  impression  which  the  measures 
brought  forward  by  the  administration  make, 
is,  that  they  consist  of  temporary  expedients, 
looking  to  the  supply  of  the  necessities  of  the 
Treasury ;  for  so  far  as  any  of  them  possess  a 
permanent  character,  its  tendency  is  rather  to 
aggravate  than  alleviate  the  sofferLugs  of  the 
people.  Kone  of  them  purpose  to  rectiiy  the 
disorders  in  the  actual  currency  of  the  country ; 
but  the  people,  the  States,  and  their  banks,  are 
left  to  shift  for  themselves  as  they  may  or  can. 
The  administration,  after  having  intervened 
between  the  States  and  their  banks,  and  taken 
them  into  the  federal  service,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  States;  after  having  puffed  and 
praised  them ;  after  having  brought  them,  or 
contributed  to  bring  them,  into  tiieir  present 
situation,  now  suddenly  turns  its  back  npon 
them,  leaving  them  to  their  fate!  It  is  not. 
content  with  that ;  it  must  absolutely  discredit 
their  issues.  And  the  very  people  who  were 
told  by  the  administration  that  these  banks 
would  supply  them  with  a  better  currency,  are 
now  left  to  struggle  as  they  can  with  the  very 
currency  which  the  Government  recommended 
to  them,  but  which  it  now  refhses  itself  to  re- 
ceive 1 

The  professed  object  of  the  administration  is 
to  establish  what  it  terms  the  currrency  of  the 
constitution,  which  it  proposes  to  accomplish 
by  restricting  the  Federal  Government,  in  all 
receipts  and  payments,  to  the  exclusive  use  of 
specie,  and  by  refusing  all  bank  paper,  whether 
convertible  or  not.  It  disclaims  all  purposes  of 
crippling  or  putting  down  the  banks  of  the 
States ;  hut  we  shaU  better  determine  the  de- 
sign or  the  effect  of  the  measures  recommended, 
by  considering  them  together  as  one  system. 

1.  The  first  is  the  sub-Treasnries,  which  are 
to  be  made  the  depositories  of  all  the  specie 
ooUected  and  paid  out  for  the  service  of  the 
General  Government,  discrediting  and  refusing 
all  the  notes  of  the  States,  although  payable 
and  paid  in  specie. 

2.  A  bankrupt  law  for  the  United  States, 
levelled  at  all  the  State  banks,  and  authorizing 
the  seizure  of  tiie  effects  of  any  of  them  that 
stop  payment,  and  the  administration  of  their 
effects  under  the  federal  authority  exdnsively. 

8.  A  particular  law  for  the  Distoiot  of  Colum- 
bia, by  which  all  the  corporations  and  people 
of  the  District,  under  severe  pains  and  penalties, 
are  prohibited  from  circulating,  sixty  days  after 
the  passage  of  the  law,  any  paper  whatever, 
not  convertible  into  specie  on  demuid,  and  are 
made  liable  to  prosecution  by  indictment 

i.  And  lastiy,  the  bill  to  suspend  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States,  by 
the  provisions  of  which  the  deposit  banks  in- 
debted to  the  Government  are  placed  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

It  is  impossible  to  consider  this  system  with- 
out perceiving  that  it  is  aimed  at,  and,  if  carried 
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Ont,  ihnst  tenninate  in  the  total  sabversion  of 
the  State  bonks;  and  that  thej  will  be  all 
placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  Federal  Government. 
It  is  in  Tain  to  protest  that  there  exists  no  de- 
sign against  them.  The  effect  of  these  meas- 
nres  cannot  be  misunderstood. 

And  why  this  new  experiment  or  nntried  ex- 
pedient? The  people  of  this  conntry  are  tired 
of  experiments.  Onght  not  the  administration 
itself  to  cease  with  them.  Onght  it  not  to 
take  warning  from  the  events  of  recent  elec- 
tions ?  Above  all,  shonld  not  the  Senate,  con- 
stituted as  it  now  is,  be  the  last  body  to  lend 
itself  to  further  experiments  upon  the  business 
and  happiness  of  this  great  people  ?  According 
to  the  latest  expression  of  pnbhc  opinion  in  the 
several  States,  the  Senate  is  no  longer  a  true 
exponent  of  Uie  will  of  the  States  or  of  the 
people.  If  it  were,  there  would  be  thirty-two 
or  thirty-four  whigs  to  eighteen  or  twenty 
friends  of  the  administration. 

'W^e  are  told  that  it  is  necessary  to  separate, 
divorce  the  Government  from  the  banks.  Lot 
va  not  be  deluded  by  sounds.  Senators  might 
as  well  talk  of  separating  the  Government  from 
the  States,  or  from  the  people,  or  from  the 
country.  We  are  all — people— States — Union 
— banks,  bound  up  and  interwoven  together, 
united  in  fortune  and  destiny,  and  all,  all  en- 
titled to  the  protecting  care  of  a  parental  Gov- 
ernment. Ton  may  as  well  attempt  to  make 
the  Government  breathe  a  different  air,  drink 
a  different  water,  be  lit  and  warmed  by  a  differ- 
ent sun  from  the  people  1  A  hard-money  Gov- 
ernment and  a  paper-money  people  1  A  Grov- 
ernment,  an  official  corps — the  servants  of  the 
people—glittering  in  gold,  and  the  people 
themselves,  their  masters,  buried  in  ruin,  and 
surrounded  with  rags. 

No  prudent  or  practical  Govenunent  will  in 
its  measures  nm  counter  to  the  low-settled 
habits  and  usages  of  the  people.  Beligion, 
language,  laws,  the  established  currency  and 
busmess  of  the  whole  country,  cannot  be  easily 
or  suddenly  uprooted.  After  the  denomination 
of  our  coin  was  changed  to  dollars  and  cents, 
many  years  elapeed  before  the  old  method  of 
keeping  aoconnts,  in  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence,  was  abandoned.  And,  to  this  day,  there 
are  probably  some  men  of  the  last  century  who 
adhere  to  it.  If  a  fundamental  change  be- 
comes necessary,  it  should  not  be  sudden,  but 
oondacted  by  slow  and  cautious  degrees.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  have  always  been 
a  paper-money  people.  It  was  paper  money 
that  carried  us  through  the  Revolution,  estab- 
lished oar  liberties,  and  made  us  a  free  and  in- 
dependent people.  And,  if  the  experience  of 
the  revolutionary  war  convinced  our  ancestors, 
as  we  are  oonvincied,  of  the  evils  of  an  irre- 
deemable paper  medium,  it  was  put  aside  only 
to  giT«  place  to  that  convertible  paper  which 
has  so  powerfully  contributed  to  our  rapid  ad- 
vancement, prosperity,  and  greatness. 

The  proposed  substitution  of  an  exolusiTe 
metaUio  onirency,  to  the  mixed  medium  with 


which  we  have  been  so  long  &miliar,  is  fvM- 
den  by  the  principles  of  etenial  jatioe.  Asstmi- 
ing  the  currency  of  the  country  to  oon^  of 
two-thirds  of  papw  «nd  one  of  q>eae ;  and  «s- 
suming  also  that  the  money  of  a  ooantry,  wh^ 
ever  may  be  its  component  parts,  regulates  tQ 
values,  and  expresses  the  true  amount  whidt ' 
the  debtor  has  to  pay  to  his  creditor,  the  effNt 
of  the  change  upon  that  reUtticm,  and  npoa 
the  property  of  the  country,  would  be  most 
ruinous.  All  property  wotdd  be  reduced  in 
value  to  one-third  of  its  present  Bemiaal 
amount;  and  every  debtor  would,  in  effieot 
have  to  pay  three  times  as  much  as  he  hal 
contracted  for.  The  pressure  of  our  forei^ 
debt  would  be  three  times  as  great  as  it  m, 
whilat  the  six  hundred  millions,  which  is  about 
the  sum  now  probably  due  to  the  banks  from 
the  people,  would  be  multiplied  into  ei^ten 
hunored  millions. 

But  there  are  some  more  spedfio  objeetions 
to  this  project  of  sub-treasories,  whidi  deienv 
to  be  noticed.  The  f  tst  is  its  inaeoority.  Tha 
sub-treasurer  and  his  bondsmen  constitute  &• 
only  guaranty  for  the  safety  of  the  immense 
sums  of  public  money  which  pass  through  his 
hands.  Is  this  to  be  compared  with  that  wtudi 
is  possessed  through  the  agency  of  banks  t 
The  collector,  who  is  to  be  the  sob-trvasBrer, 
pays  tite  money  to  the  bank,  and  the  bank  to 
the  disbursing  ofBcer.  Here  are  three  checks ; 
you  propose  to  destroy  two  of  them,  and  Hmt 
most  important  of  all,  the  bank,  with  its  m»- 
chinery  of  president,  directors,  cashier,  t«Ber, 
and  clerks,  all  of  whom  are  so  many  seotinela. 
At  the  very  moment  when  the  Seeretary  of  the 
Treasury  tells  us  how  well  his  sab-Treasury  sys- 
tem works,  h«  has  oommnnioated  to  Cmi^rees  a 
circular,  signed  by  himself,  exhilnting  bis  dis- 
trust in  it ;  for  he  directs,  in.  that  oirralar,  thai 
the  public  moneys,  when  they  amount  to  a  large 
sum,  shall  be  spedally  depoated  with  those 
very  banks  which  he  wonld  repudiate.  In  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  (other  gentlemen  oas  qteak 
of  their  respective  States,)  althongh  it  has  ex- 
isted but  about  fcMrty-five  years,  three  treosor- 
ers,  selected  by  tiie  Legislature  for  their  es- 
tablished oharaoters  of  honor  and  probity, 
proved  fidthless.  And  the  history  of  the  w- 
linquency  of  one  is  the  history  of  alL  It 
commenced  in  human  weakness,  yiel^ng  to 
earnest  solicitations  for  temponury  loans,  with 
the  most  positive  assurances  of  a  ponetoal  re- 
turn. In  no  instance  was  titere  originally  any 
intention  to  defraud  the  pabli&  We  ahonid  not 
expose  poor  weak  human  natnre  to  suck  tecsp- 
tations.  How  easy  will  it  be,  as  has  beea  doiM, 
to  indemnify  the  sureties  oat  of  the  pobUo 
money,  and  squander  the  residue  ! 

3.  Then  there  is  the  liability  to  favoritism. 
In  the  receipts,  a  political  partisan  or  friend 
m^  be  accommodated  in  the  payment  of  dntiei, 
in  the  distmrsemoat,  in  the  purchase  o(  billi, 
in  dnfts  upon  convenient  and  favorable  offioa^ 
and  in  a  thousand  ways. 

8.  The  fearful  increase  of  EzecatlTe  patron- 
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age.  Hnndiwds  and  tfaoiuands  of  new  ofSoen 
are  to  be  crested ;  for  this  bill  ia  a  mere  oom- 
senoemeDt  of  the  system,  and  all  are  to  be 
^aoed  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  Senator  fWnn  Sonth  Oarcdina  (Mr.  Oal- 
maas)  thinks  that  the  Execntive  is  now  weak, 
and  that  no  danger  ia  to  be  apprehended  from 
its  patronage.  I  wish  to  God  I  ooald  see  the  sub- 
ject in  tite  same  light  that  he  does.  I  wish 
that  I  oonld  feel  free  fliom  that  alarm  at  Ezeca- 
tive  eneroaohments  hj  which  he  and  I  were  so 
BBoeatly  animated.  When  and  how,  let  me  ask, 
kas  &at  power,  lately  so  fearfol  and  formidable, 
suddenly  become  so  weak  and  harmless  f 
Where  is  that  corps  of  one  hundred  thoasand 
office-holders  and  dependants  whose  organized 
strength,  directed  by  the  will  of  a  single  man, 
was  lately  held  np  in  such  vivid  colors  and 
powerful  language  by  a  report  made  by  the 
eenator  himself!  When  were  they  disbanded  ? 
What  has  become  of  proscription  ?  Its  victims 
may  be  exhausted,  but  the  spirit  and  the  pow- 
er whieh  sacrificed  them  remain  unsnbaaed. 
Wliat  of  the  dismissing  power  ?  What  of  the 
retot  Of  that  practice  of  withholding  bills, 
ooBtrary  to  the  constitution,  still  more  repre- 
henaible,  than  the  abuses  of  the  veto?  Of 
TreAsory  orders,  put  in  force  and  maintained 
ia  defiance  and  contempt  of  the  legislative  au- 
thority f  And,  although  last,  not  least,  of  that 
expunging  power  which  degraded  the  Senate, 
ana  placed  it  at  the  feet  of  the  Executive  t 

Wnich  of  all  these  enormous  powers  and 

Srotensions  has  the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
isavowed  ?    So  far  irom  disclaiming  any  one 
of  them,  has  he  nut  announced  his  intention  to 
follow  in  the  very  footsteps  of  his  predecessor? 
A.nd  bas  he  not  done  it  ?    Was  it  against  the 
person  of  Andrew  Jackson  that,  the  Senator 
iroim  Sonth  Carolina  ao  ably  co-operated  with 
tts  ?     Ko,  sir,  no,  sir,  no.    It  was  against  his 
usurpations,  as  we  believed  them ;  against  his 
arbitrai7    administration;    above    all,  against 
fiiat   tremendous  and  frightful  augmentation 
ef  Um  power  of  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
CtoTernment,  that  we  patriotically  but  vainly 
ooatended.    The  person  of  the  Chief  Ma^pstrate 
ia  changed,  but  there  stands  the  Executive  pow- 
er, perpetuated  in  all  its  vast  magnitude,  nndi- 
mmished,  reasserted,  and  overshadowing  all  the 
other  departments  of  the  Government.    Every 
trophy  which  the  late  President  won  from  them 
now  decorates  the  Executive  mansion.    Every 
power  which  he  tore  from  a  bleeding  conUitn- 
l^oo,  is  now  in  the  Executive  armory,  ready,  as 
time  and  occasion  may  prompt  the  existing  in- 
cumbent, whoever  he  may  be,  to  be  thundered 
against  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  or  the 
course  of  others,  I  owe  it  to  myself  and  to  truth 
to  say,  that,  in  deprecating  the  election  of  Gen- 
eral Andrew  Jackson  to  the  office  of  Chief 
Magistrate,  it  was  not  from  any  private  con- 
siderations, but  because  I  considered  it  would 
be  a  great  calamity  to  my  oonntry ;  and  that, 


in  whatever  opposition  I  made  to  measures  of 
his  administration,  which  more  than  realized 
my  very  worst  q>prehension8,  I  was  guided 
solely  by  a  sense  of  public  duty.  And  I  do 
now  declare  my  solemn  and  un^aken  convic- 
tion that,  until  the  Executive  power,  as  enlarg- 
ed, extended,  and  consolidated  by  him,  is  re- 
duced within  its  true  oonstitotionaJ  limits,  there 
ia  no  permanent  security  for  the  liberties  and 
h^piness  of  this  people. 

4.  Lastly,  pass  this  bill,  and  whatever  divorce 
its  friends  may  profess  to  be  its  aim,  that  peril- 
ons  union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  so  justly 
dreaded  by  our  British  and  Revolutionary  an- 
cestors, lieoomes  absolute  and  complete.  And 
who  can  doubt  it  who  knows  that  over  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  Washington,  and 
every  sub-Treasurer,  the  President  dfums  the 
power  to  exercise  uncontrolled  sway  I  To  exact 
miplicit  obedience  to  his  will  ? 

The  Message  states  that,  in  the  process  both 
of  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  publio 
revenue,  the  officers  who  perform  it  act  under 
the  Executive  commands ;  and  it  argues  that, 
therefore,  the  custody  also  of  the  Treasury 
might  as  well  be  confided  to  the  Executive 
care.  I  think  the  safer  conclusion  is  directiy 
opposite.  The  possession  of  so  much  power 
over  the  national  treasure  is  Just  cause  of  re- 
gret, and  furnishes  a  strong  reason  for  dimin- 
ishing it,  if  possible,  bat  none  for  its  increase, 
none  for  giving  the  whole  power  over  the  purse 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate. 

Entertaining  the  views  which  I  have  present- 
ed, it  may  be  asked  why  I  do  not  at  once  pro- 
Cthe  establishment  of  a  national  bank.  I 
I  already  adverted  to  the  cause.  Consti- 
tuted as  Congress  now  is,  I  know  that  such  a 
proposition  would  be  defeated;  and  that  it 
would  be  therefore  useless  to  make  it.  I  do 
not  desire  to  force  upon  the  Senate,  or  npon 
the  country,  against  its  will,  if  I  could,  my 
opinion,  however  sincerely  and  strongly  enter- 
tained. If  a  national  bank  be  established,  it* 
stability  and  its  utility  will  depend  upon  the 
general  conviction  which  is  felt  of  its  necessity. 
And  until  such  a  conviction  is  deeply  fanpreaaed 
upon  the  people,  and  dearly  manifested  by- 
them,  it  would,  in  my  Judgment,  be  unwise 
even  to  propose  a  bank. 

Of  the  scneme  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia 

?It.  RrvBs)  I  think  now  as  I  thought  in  1884. 
do  not  believe  that  any  practicable  connection 
of  State  banks  can  supply  a  general  currency, 
be  a  safe  depository  of  the  publio  moneys,  or 
act  efllciently  as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  Gkineral 
Government.  I  was  not  then  oppoued  to  the 
State  banks  in  their  proper  sphere.  I  thought 
that  they  could  not  be  relied  upon  to  form  ex- 
clnsivelv  a  banking  system  for  the  country, 
although  they  were  essential  ports  of  a  general 
system. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senator,  considered 
as  a  measure  to  bring  about  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments,  so  much  desired,  I  think  must 
fail.    The  motiro  which  it  holds  oat  of  the 
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receivability  in  all  payments  to  the  Govern- 
ment, of  the  paper  of  such  banks  as  may  re- 
some  by  a  given  day,  coupled  with  the  condi- 
tions proposed,  is  wholly  inadequate.  It  is  an 
offer  to  eight  hundred  banks ;  and  the  revenne 
payment  of  which  in  their  notes  is  held  ont  as 
the  inducement,  amoonts  to  some  twenty  or 
twenty-five  millions.  To  entitle  them  to  the 
inconsiderable  extension  of  their  circulation, 
which  would  result  from  the  credit  given  by 
Government  to  the  paper  of  all  of  them,  they 
are  required  to  submit  to  a  suppression  of  all 
notes  l^low  five  dollars,  and  at  no  very  distant 
period  to  all  below  twenty.  The  enlargement 
of  their  circulation,  produced  by  making  it  re- 
ceivable by  Government,  would  be  much  less 
than  the  contraction  which  would  arise  from 
the  suppression  of  the  prohibited  notes.  Be- 
ddes,  if  the  quality  proposed  ag<un  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  notes  of  tnese  local  banks  was 
insnflScient  to  prevent  the  suspension,  how  can 
it  be  efficacious  enough  to  stimuiate  a  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  ? 

I  shall,  nevertheless,  if  called  upon  to  give  a 
vote  between  the  project  of  the  administration 
and  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, vote  for  the  latter,  because  it  is  harmless, 
if  it  eflTeots  no  good,  and  looks  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  State  banks;  whilst  the  other  is 
franght  witlt  mischiefs,  as  I  believe,  and  tends, 
if  it  t>e  not  designed,  to  the  utter  destruction 
of  those  institutions.  But,  preferring  to  either 
the  postponement  moved  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  I  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  vote  for 
that. 

8ach,  Mr.  President,  are  the  views  which  I 
entertain  on  the  present  state  of  onr  pnblio  af- 
Ikirs.  It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  I  oao 
perceive  no  remedy,  but  such  as  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  people  themselves,  "Whenever  they  shall 
impress  upon  Congress  a  conviction  of  that 
wluch  they  wish  applied,  they  will  obtun  it, 
and  not  before.  In  the  mean  time,  let  us  go 
borne  and  mix  with  and  oousnlt  our  constitu- 
ents. And  do  not,  I  entreat  yon,  let  us  corry 
with  us  the  burning  reproach,  that  our  meas- 
ures here  display  a  selfish  solidtude  for  the 
Government  itseU",  but  a  cold  and  heartless  in- 
sensibility to  the  Bufierings  of  a  bleeding 
people. 

When  Mr.  Ci.at  had  oonclade<l  his  remarks. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Knro'a  mo- 
tion to  postpone  the  bill  until  December  next, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Tbas.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
HcKean,  Nicholas,  PrentiaB,  Robbina,  Bugglee,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Spence,  Tipton,  Webster,  White,  Wil- 
liams— 19. 

Nats. — Ueasrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Xorris,  Kiles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Bives,  Roane,  Bobinson, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
Wall,  Wright,  Young— 27. 

.  On  motion  of  Mr.  WsiaHT,  the  action  on  the 


sub-Treasury  bill  was  informally  suspended  till 
to-morrow,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  tbe  two 
following  bilk  were  successively  taken  up  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
viz: 

The  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  certain  goods 
destroyed  by  the  great  fire  in  New  York  ;  and 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  1887. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  further  stated,  tliat  thou^  he 
was  anxious  for  the  bill  authcHizing  the  deposit 
of  merchandise  in  public  stores  to  be  acted  oa 
without  delay,  yet,  as  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  had  enressed  a  wish 
for  its  further  postponement,  unless  the  Senate 
wished  otherwise,  he  should  pass  it  l^  at  pres- 
ent, and  call  it  up  in  a  few  days. 


TiTSSDAT,  September  26. 
A  National  Bank. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wbiobt,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  following 
resolution,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, on  petitions  from  Kew  Orleans,  St.  Louis, 
and  other  quarters,  for  a  United  States  bank. 

"Jiaolved,  That  tbe  prayer  of  tbe  petitioaen 
ought  not  to  be  granted." 

Mr.  Ct.at,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  HA  not  see 
much  utility  in  acting  on  a  negative  resolution 
of  this  kind.  He  recollected  but  one  example 
of  a  similar  resolution,  and  that  was  during  the 
session  of  Congress  when  the  declaration  of  tbe 
late  war  was  made  against  Great  BriUun.  Tbe 
resolution  was  offered  by  that  most  extraordi- 
nary man,  now  no  more,  Mr.  Kandolph,  of 
Virginia.  Learning  that  the  Message  of  Mr. 
Madison  to  Congress  would  recommend  a  dec- 
laration of  war,  he  rose  in  his  place,  two  or 
three  days  before  it  was  presenteo,  and  offered 
a  resolution  similar  to  this,  that  it  was  inexpedi- 
ent to  declare  war  against  Great  Britiun.  It 
was,  however,  got  rid  of,  in  some  way  or  other, 
without  a  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  0.  did  not  think,  as  he  had  declared 
yesterday,  that  it  was  expedient  to  express  any 
opinion  on  this  subject  at  this  time ;  and  he 
would  submit  it  to  gentlemen  whether  it  were 
not  better  that  it  should  lie  on  the  table.  He 
thought  there  would  be  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  the  resolution  now  stood  under  present 
circumstances.  Mr.  C.  thought  they  had  better 
not  now  establish  a  bank  of  the  United  States, 
much  as  it  appeared  to  be  necessary  to  relieve 
the  country.  But,  if  it  was  not  to  be  laid  on 
the  table,  Mr.  C.  moved  to  amend  it  by  the  fol- 
lowing substitute : 

Raolvtd,  That  it  will  be  expedient  to  establiA  a 
United  States  bank  whenever  it  shall  be  manlTetted 
that  a  clear  miuortty  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  in  favor  of  such  an  insUtution. 

On  this  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 
After  debate,  tbe  question  was  taken  on  eaeb 
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proposition,  and  on  Ifr.  Cult's  mbstitate  first, 
vliich  was  rejected  by  the  following  vote : 

TiAS.— Henn.  Barard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kaitacky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  Knigfat,  Prentiffl, 
Robbuu,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Webster 
—14. 

Nats. — ^Uessn.  Allen,  Benton,  Buebanaa,  CU- 
boon,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fuhon,  Orondy,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Qeotfj*,  Korria,  Nich- 
dae,  KUes,  Norrell,  Uvea,  Roane,  BoUnson,  Smith 
«r  Coimectieat,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall, 
White,  WilHams,  Wri^t,  Young— 26. 

The  original  resolution  as  reported  by  the 
committee,  was  then  adopted,  &  follows : 

T>Afl.^IIetsn.  AUeD,  Benton,  Brown,  Budianan, 
CUhonn,  Clay  of  Alabama,  ^Iton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, ^ng  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Lyon,  lIcKefn,  Horria,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nonrell, 
Fierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Connecti- 
cot,  Strange,  TaUmadge,  Walker,  WaU,  White,  Wil- 
liams, Wivht,  Toung— 81. 

Nats.— MeasrsL  Bayard,  Blai^  Clay  of  Eenta<iy, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  Ki^gfat,  Prentiss,  Bobbins, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Upton,  Webster— 
14. 


WxDsmDAT,  September  27. 

Sttb-Treaiury  BiU. 

The  bill  impodng  additional  dntios  on  pnblio 
officers,  making  them  depositaries  of  the  public 
revenne,  together  with  Mr.  Oalhovn's  amend- 
ment thereto,  being  taken  np, 

[Xr.  Walker  followed  Xr.  Clay,  and  replied  to 
him,  point  by  point,  on  all  the  causes  alleged  by  him 
as  producing  tlie  present  distress;  and  then  pro- 
ceeded:] 

But  the  Senator  from  Eentacky  tells  os  that 
the  bill  under  consideration  wonld  increase 
Ezeoative  patronage.  Now,  the  bill  creates  no 
additional  officers ;  it  gives  to  the  President  no 
additional  control  over  the  existing  officers ;  it 
merely  imposes  additional  duties  npon  existing 
officers,  requiring  them  not  only  to  receive,  bat 
to  keep  safely,  without  use  or  loan,  till  the 
period  of  disbursement,  the  pnblio  moneys.  I 
can  see  here  no  increase  of  Executive  patron- 
age. Bat  this  qoeetion  must  be  examined  by 
comparison  wita  the  proposed  substitute, 
namely,  a  re-adoption  of  the  deposit  bank  sys- 
tem. Now,  no  argnment  has  heretofore  been 
more  stron^y  urged  by  the  opponents  of  the 
administration,  than  the  vast  and  increasing 
patronage  the  deposit  bank  system  would  con- 
fer upon  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
These  banks  were  denominated  pet  banks — the 
President's  banks — and  agidn  and  acaiu  was  it 
said  that  the  late  Prudent  dedrea  to  retain 
the  Borplns  in  these  banks,  (these  miserable  de- 
posit banks,  as  they  were  then  expressly  called 
1^  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,)  with  a  view  to 
inflnenoe  the  approaching  eleotion.  Kor  was 
this  argooMatoonfiued  to  this  obamber;  but  in 


the  House  of  Representatives,  at  the  last  sesrion, 
a  oonmiittee  was  rused  by  the  opposition  to 
prove,  ankong  other  titines,  the  corrupt  and 
corrupting  influence  of  the  deposit  bank  system, 
as  connected  with  the  agent  of  that  system, 
and  the  Treasury  Department  It  would  be 
really  amusing  to  read  some  of  the  speeches  of 
the  opposition  members  at  that  perioo,  denounc- 
ing the  corrupting  inflnenees  of  the  depoat 
btmk  system,  and  the  vast  patronise  it  confer- 
red npon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I 
have  not  time  to  read  these  speeches  to  the 
Senate ;  but,  from  the  docimients  presented  by 
this  committee,  I  will  refer  to  two  letters  by 
them  published.  The  first  is  fh>m  the  cashier 
of  the  deposit  Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont^ 
under  date  of  January  26. 1886.  The  cashier 
says :  "  Being  located  in  tne  same  place  whwe 
a  branch  of  the  United  States  Bank  was  estab- 
lished, and  as  we  are  a  deposit  bank,  when  the 
branch  here  discontinnea  its  operations,  the 
pnblio  seemed  to  expect  tliat  we  could  at  onoe 
afiford  the  same  facilities  and  accommodations 
that  they  emoyed  when  the  branch  was  doing 
bnaness.  There  has  been,  on  the  part  of  our 
directors,  a  desire  to  meet  this  expectation; 
and  the  consequences  have  been  that  a  very 
sensible  change  has  taken  place,  politically,  in 
&vor  of  the  Government :  and,  as  it  is  our  de- 
sire to  strengtiien  that  sentiment,  we  feel  that 
it  is  important  to  afford  our  farmers  and  mer- 
chants, the  coming  spring,  a  pretty  extensive 
accommodation,  in  anticipation  of  the  wool 
dip." 

Here  the  sensible  political  change  in  &vor  of 
the  Government,  produced  by  tiiis  bank  deposi- 
tory, is  clearly  stated,  and  the  importance  of 
augmenting  it,  by  enabling  the  bank  to  dis- 
count more  f^ly  on  the  Government  deposits, 
is  strongly  urged  by  the  cashier  of  the  bank, 
I  might  detain  the  Senate  for  weeks  by  quo- 
tations from  similar  letters ;  but  only  make  one 
other  reference.  It  is  to  the  letter  of  the  pres- 
ident, directors,  and  cashier  of  the  Seventh 
Ward  Bank  of  New  York  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  dated*Deoember  16, 1888,  and  is 
as  follows : 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  oflcers  and  directors  in  the 
Seventh  Ward  Bank,  in  the  dty  of  New  Tork. 
friends  of  the  administratioii,  and  of  the  reverea 
chief  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  do  solicit  a 
portion  of  the  fiscal  patronage  of  the  United  States 
Treasury  for  the  Seventh  Ward  Bank ;  the  teims  as 
those  most  iavorable  to  the  Government" 

Can  any  man  peruse  this  letter  without  feel- 
ings of  loathing  and  disgu^? — yet  it  is  from 
fourteen  of  the  most  respectable  bankers  of  our 
great  commercial  metropolis.  Does  it  not 
demonstrate  the  dangerous  tendencies  and  in- 
fluences of  this  deposit  bank  system !  An  en- 
tire bank,  through  all  its  officers  and  directors^ 
soliciting  "  a  portion  of  the  fiscal  patronage  of 
the  United  States  Treasnrf,"  on  the  grounds 
that  they  were  "  friends  of  the  administration  1 " 
Tliis  report,  published  in  Ifaioh  last^  containing 
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tiiese  docmnents,  I  never  pernsed  till  after  the 
dose  of  the  last  session  of  Oongress.  The  de- 
posit bank  system,  it  is  well  known,  in  Missis- 
sippi  was,  in  its  origin,  no  favorite  measure  of 
mine ;  in  fact,  it  was  the  first  measnre  of  oar 
patriotic  President  to  which  I  had  ever  express- 
ed any  dissent ;  and  I  only  afterwards  gave  it 
my  reluctant  assent  as  an  alternative  to  what 
the  developments  of  the  spring  of  1834  demon- 
strated to  be  a  greater  evil,  and  still  more  dan- 
gerons  measnre,  the  establishment  of  any  bank 
of  the  United  States.  Bat  who  can  peruse 
these  letters,  and  deny,  in  the  &ce  of  the 
American  people,  that  this  deposit  bank  system 
did  enormonsly  morease  the  power  and  fiscal 
patronage  of  the  Government,  and  that  in  the 
hands  of  a  corrupt  Secretary,  and  aspiring 
President,  it  might  be  made  a  political  engine 
of  the  most  dangerous  and  alarming  character! 
That  it  was  not  so  nsed,  or  attempted  to  be 
tised,  by  car  venerable  President,  or  incorrnpt- 
Ible  Secretary,  is  proved  by  the  documents  ao- 
oompanying  the  reports  to  which  I  have  rofer- 
fed ;  bat  that  it  was  susceptible  of  such  abuse 
is  also  as  dearly  demonstrated.  And  what  is 
the  extent  of  this  "  fiscal  patronage  ? "  Why, 
by  the  last  return  of  the  Secretary  of  tiie 
Treasury  we  see,  under  the  last  law,  the  num- 
ber of  deposit  banks  increased  to  eighty-nine, 
with  upwards  of  eighty  millions  of  capital, 
and  discounts  of  notes  and  bills  of  exchange 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions 
of  dollars ;  and  this  immense  moneyed  ■povrer 
was  subjected  to  the  influence  and  control  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury :  f<w  the  whole 
bank  correspondence  will  clearly  demonstrate 
that  many  of  these  banks,  fi-om  time  to  time, 
owed  their  very  existence  to  the  forbearance 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  often 
a  Treasury  draft  or  transfer  warrant  would 
have  reduced  them  to  a  state  of  bankruptcy. 
Tnie  it  is,  that  all  of  the  deposit  banks  could 
not  thus  have  been  destroyed  by  the  Secretary ; 
yet  the  profits  of  all  would  be  greatly  influ- 
enced by  the  amount  of  revenue  ne  deposited 
with,  or  withdrew  from  tiiem.  What,  then, 
was  this  power  t  It  was  a  power  over  eighty- 
nine  of  the  strongest  confederated  banks  in  the 
Uni<Mi,  with  this  enormous  amount  of  loans  and 
capital,  and  with  stockholders,  debtors,  and 
customers,  at  least  One  hundred  thousand  in 
number,  aH  affected  by  the  movements  of  the 
Becretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  ^stribution 
or  withdrawal  of  the  deposits.  In  May  last, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  neceesarily 
distributed  among  these  institutions  more  than 
thirty  millions  of  public  deposits.  What  a 
tremendous  extent  of  power  and  patronage  1 
Why,  sir  it  was  almost  tiie  lever  of  Archime- 
des ;  and,  if  this  system  had  gone  on  progress- 
ing and  augmenting,  soon,  very  soon,  the  bulks, 
by  their  power,  must  have  controlled  the  Oov- 
emment,  or  the  Government  controlled  the 
banks.  And  now,  when  the  President  proposes 
to  surrender  all  this  money,  and  power,  and 
patronage,  to  dissolve  this  dangerous  oonneotion 


between  the  bonks  and  the  Grovemment,  shall 
he  be  opposed  in  this  measure  by  those  who  so 
lately  denounced  the  whole  deposit  bank  system 
as  vie  very  climax  of  political  ccamptionl 
And  what  do  we  see  now !  Why,  this  career 
of  illimitable  discounts  by  banks  on  Govern- 
ment deposits  is  dosed  for  the  prseent,  and 
the  still  more  dangerous  attitude  is  exhibited, 
in  which  it  is  but  too  probable  that  very  many 
of  the  banks  may  soon  be  sued  by  the  Govent- 
ment  to  recover  the  public  moneys,  or  rather 
the  States  that  own  in  whde  or  in  part  to 
many  of  these  banks,  and  the  debtors  that  owe 
them ;  for,  as  the  banks  can  only  collect  their 
moneys  by  suits  against  their  debtors,  to  sue 
the  banks  at  present  is  to  sue  the  people.  It 
was  in  view  of  this  .state  of  fiEMits  that  I  sno- 
ceeded,  a  few  days  since,  in  prolonging  the  time 
given  to  the  deposit  banks  to  make  payment  to 
the  Government  from  two,  five,  and  eight,  to 
four,  six,  and  nine  months,  being  the  longest 
extension  I  could  obtain  for  them ;  and,  nwM 
payment  of  the  first  instalment,  the  two  last 
ought  to  be,  and  I  hope  will  be,  still  farther 
prolonged  at  the  next  session.  But  I  conid  n«t 
bat  feel  humiliated,  by  the  reflection  that  so 
many  of  my  most  worthy  constituents — iodnd- 
ing  two  of  our  largest  State  institutions,  and 
the  State  itself  the  principal  proprietor  of  one 
of  them — should  he  placed  in  a  position  in 
which  a  suit  against  any  of  them  conld  in  any 
event  be  resorted  to— a  position  arising  out  <^ 
this  most  unholy  connectian  between  the  banks 
and  the  Treasury — aoonneotiim  of  unmixed 
evils,  disastrous  to  the  banks,  the  States,  the 
people,  and  the  Grovemment 

Well,  then,  may  the  Senator  from  South 
Oarolina,  (Mr.  Oxuioim,)  who  has  on  this  floor 
so  repeatedly  opposed  the  augmentation  of 
Executive  power — well  may  he  supfwrt  the  biH 
now  under  conrider^on ;  beoaase  it  not  only 
adds  nothing  to  Executive  patronage,  bnt  takes 
fi-om  it  that  alarming  patronage  and  power  that 
it  conld  have  acquirwl  throng  the  depodt  bank 
^stem.  Sir,  the  Senator  from  South  OaroUia 
is  right ;  and  I  hail  him  back  with  plMsure,  on 
this  question,  to  the  ranks  of  the  democraqr, 
of  which  he  was  so  long  the  pride  and  orna- 
ment, when  in  March,  1834,  I  assisted  in  the 
great  democratic  convention  of  my  native  State 
in  nominatii^  him  upon  the  Jackson  ticket  for 
the  second  office  in  tlie  gift  of  the  pe<qde.  Sir, 
if  he  can  go  no  fiirther  with  us,  let  him  at  least 
tid  OS  in  breaking  down  this  overshadowing 
Exeoative  power,  wis  daBgerons  and  oarniptiii| 
fiscal  patronag«,  growing  out  of  this  nnhaDowea 
confederacy  of  bank  tsM.  State,  throwing  aside 
all  other  considerations,  and  sacrificing  his 
personsl  prejudices  on  the  altar  ot  his  «oiutTy's 
good.  Sir,  I  have  heard  much  aboot  Executive 
patronage  as  lurking  in  some  of  the  feataies  of 
this  bill ;  but  if  it  be  so,  it  most  be  deeply  oob- 
cealed  indeed,  for  no  one  has  pointed  out  how 
it  is  socompllshed.  Yagne  and  general  damn- 
dation  we  nave  indeed  hod,  bnt  how  one  ioU 
of  power  or  patronage  will  be  confatred  aa.  tlw 
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PNBkleot  by  thk  bill,  in  addition  to  that  trhich 
he  alraady  poneiMa,  has  not  been  designated ; 
but  w««  it  BO,  the  bank  patronage,  of  which 
Una  bill  deprires  him,  woold  be  innnitelj  great- 
er. The  reeelrers,  who  are  made  depositories 
far  safe-keeping  onlj  nntil  diabniMment,  were 
aireadj  depoaitoriefl  ontil  the  transfer  of  the 
pabBo  moneys  to  the  banks ;  and  this  blU  only 
dispenses  -with  one  class  of  this  double  set  of 
depositories — the  bsmks.  The  machinery  -was 
thna  made  mwe  complex  and  dangerous.  The 
money  oolleoted  by  the  GiOTemment  from  the 
people  -was  not  loaned  out  to  the  people  who 
paU  it,  bnt  deposited  with  banks,  to  be  loaned 
out  by  them  to  bank  (srorites,  and  to  increase 
tiie  div^lends  of  a  few  incorporated  stockhold- 
ers The  people  were  taxed  for  revenae,  to  be 
eonverted  into  bank  oi^t^  sUmnlatrng  theb: 
erer-iasoea,  and  rendering  their  condition  more 
flnetnating  md  precarions.  The  flnotoation  of 
baaking  bnsineas  is  bad  «toiigh  nnder  any  cir- 
cmostanees.  Why,  then,  should  we  aogment 
their  iLatnrti  tendency  to  over-issne  by  Govern- 
ment deposits?  Wul  not  the  banks  issae 
enoogli  c^  praer  wiUiont  tlus  artifioial  stimn- 
Inst  "Why,  then,  should  the  GrOTemment  in- 
flate their  issues,  and  drive  them  on  more 
rapidly  to  ezpk»on  !  Why  not  let  them  bank 
apon  their  own  capital  and  their  own  credit, 
wiUioiit  depending  upon  the  Government  for 
both — for  capital  in  Government  dep<»it8,  and 
fbr  eredit  in  Government  endorsement  for  all 
their  notes,  as  receivable  in  revenue  payments? 
Is  it  not  seen  that  the  most  insolvent  bank  in 
the  Union  might  thus  be  puffed  by  the  Govem- 
ment  into  great  and  extensive  temporary  im- 
portanee,  and  then,  when  the  Government 
pabwoage  was  withdrawn,  their  depreciated 
psper  fui  dead  and  worthless  in  the  hands  of 
an  misnspecting  community  ? 

The  President's  Message  is  against  the  ex- 
tsnsbm  of  Executive  patronage.  Its  cardinal 
doctrine  is  this :  "A  limitation  of  the  expenses 
of  tlie  €>ovemment  to  its  actual  wants,  and  of 
the  revenue  to  those  expenses."  This,  then,  is 
the  n^osident's  doctrine,  openly  avowed  in  lus 
Message— redace  your  expenses,  reduce  your 
revenues.  This  was  the  flag  nnder  which  I 
have  fought  ever  since  entering  this  chamber ; 
it  Is  the  flag  under  which  I  opposed  your  ex- 
treragant  bills  for  local  and  sectional  improve- 
ments ;  it  is  the  princ^Ie  I  espoused  at  the  first 
session  of  my  serviee,  contained  in  my  resolu- 
tion to  reduce  the  revenue  from  the  tariff  and 
pobllc  lands  to  the  wants  of  the  Gkrvernment. 
K  is  the  great  principle  contained  in  the  land 
Mil  proposed  by  me,  reducing  to  settlers  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  and  confining  the 
sales  to  them;  it  is  the  great  principle  upon 
whidi  I  relied  for  the  reduction  of  tne  tariff 
sod  especially  the  abolishing  of  the  intj  upon 
Hh,  that  most  odions  dnty  upon  light  and  heat, 
in  forming  salt  from  solar  evaporadon ;  and, 
hstly,  it  is  the  great  principle  upon  wMch,  at 
the  first  as  well  as  the  last  session,  I  opposed, 
in  every  fwm,  the  sorplos  distribution  policy. 


that  mother  of  tarifib,  banks,  and  of  the  very 
catastrophe  which  now  overwhelms  us.  Re- 
duction of  the  expenses  and  of  the  revenue, 
economy  in  all  public  expenditures,  and  no 
"  interferaioe  with  the  pursuits  of  the  citizen." 
"  No  special  favors  to  individuals  or  any  classes 
of  them,  to  create  systems  of  agriculture,  man- 
ufaotorea,  w  trade."  These  are  the  doctrinea 
of  the  Message ;  and  do  they  enlarge  Executive 
patronage?  How  is  Executive  patronage  en- 
larged ?  It  is  chiefly  by  extending  the  powers 
of  this. Government,  and  augmenting  its  rev- 
enues; for  every  increase  of  the  powers  and 
revenue  of  the  Government,  is  an  angmentation 
ofthe  power  of  the  Execntiveftmotionary.  This 
the  Message  avoids ;  bat  what  measures  would 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  give  us  to  reduce 
Executive  patronage?  His  policy  would  give^ 
ns  a  quadruple  amanoe  between  the  surplus, 
the  bank,  the  tariff  and  internal  improvements,' 
all  oertmnly  tending  to,  and  terminating  in,  a 
national  debt,  to  create  a  new  tariff.  Ih* 
tariff  to  regulate  the  whole  indnetry  of  the 
whole  x>eople  of  the  Union,  and  build  np  vast 
mannfiietaring  establishments  by  the  extension 
and  perversion  of  the  taxing  power  of  this 
Government.  A  great  national  bank,  to  grow 
rich  upon  the  revenue  deposited  fix>m  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  taxrS,  derivmg  its  profits  from 
Government  moneys,  and,  of  course,  the  ally 
of  the  administration  which  feeds  and  created 
it  The  internal  improvement  policy,  growiiup 
and  extending  with  the  increase  of  the  tari£ 
and  making  roads  and  canals  in  some  &vorea 
States,  by  taxes  collected  from  the  whole  peo- 
ple; and,  lastiy,  to  give  universality  to  the 
principle,  the  surplus— the  annual  surplus  for 
distribution,  fh)m  sales,  by  townships  and  coun- 
ties at  an  fflitry,  to  speculators  in  the  pnblio 
lands — a  system  calculated  to  debauch  and  cor- 
mpt  the  States ;  to  break  down  every  feeling 
of  State  independence ;  to  feed  them  annually, 
from  the  public  Treasury,  mere  stipendiaries 
upon  our  bounty ;  supporting  even  their  State 
Governments  and  State  oEScers  from  the  rev- 
enues of  this  Government.  And  at  the  head 
of  this  mighty  system,  this  consolidation  of  all 
powers  in  this  Government,  would  stand  the 
Executive  of  those  powers — the  President  of 
the  United  States,  a  monarch  in  every  thing 
bnt  a  name.  And,  sir,  this  league  of  State 
banks,  confederated  by  the  Government,  and 
fed  by  the  tariff,  increasing  its  deposits  and 
profits,  would  be  the  next  most  potent  ally  of 
these  systems.  It  would  station  some  hundred 
bank  fortresses  throughout  the  States,  armed 
and  equipped  by  Government  deposits,  and  ex- 
tending Executive  power  and  influence.  All 
this  President  Van  Buren  would  avoid.  No, 
sir,  no ;  it  is  not  tlie  principle  or  policy  of  this 
administration — Give  ns  patronage  f^d  we  will 
make  onrsdvee  popular. 

Bnt  it  has  been  said  that  this  bill  establishes, 
in  foot,  a  Treasury  bank.  And  why  ?  Because, 
although  these  depositories  can  neither  use  nor 
loan  the  public  moneys,  where  disbursements 
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are  to  be  made  at  distant  points,  to  avoid  the 
eixpeuse  and  patronage  arising  from  a  new  army 
of  officers,  oongtantly  engaged  in  transporting 
the  q)eoie,  drafts  in  payment  of  its  daee  may 
be  drawn  by  tb^  Oovemment  on  these  distant 
depositories— drafts  drawn  on  actual  deposits 
of  gold  and  silver ;  and  this  is  called  a  Treasury 
bank,  and  that  too,  by  the  advocates  of  the  de- 
posit bank  system,  by  which  Treasnry  drafts, 
checks,  and  warrants  npon  and  by  the  bonks 
may  be  drawn  npon  and  by  the  deposit  banks 
in  the  transactions  of  the  €k>vemment.  It  is 
true,  these  drafts  will  constitnte  the  best  ez- 
diange  in  the  world,  and  thus  far  operate  inci- 
dentally for  the  great  convenience  and  benefit 
of  the  people ;  bat  this  is  no  objection  to  the 
system,  for  the  Government  neither  loans  nor 
discounts,  but  simply  pays  the  public  creditor 
in  gold  and  silver,  or  an  order  npon  a  deposit- 
ory, on  which  he  receives  tlie  specie. 

But  it  is  said  this  bill,  separating  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  banks,  will  divorce  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  people.  Are  the  banks  the 
people?  No,  sir;  this  bill  will  elevate  the 
people,  and  the  Government  of  the  people,  and 
of  the  States,  above  the  banks,  and  prevent 
them  from  arresting  the  Government,  as  they 
BOW  do,  by  withholding  the  public  revenue. 
It  will  have  a  still  greater  tendency  to  elevate 
tiie  people  above  the  banks,  by  diminishing,  by 
its  mcidental  operation,  the  amount  of  bank 
paper,  and  increasing  the  circulation  of  gold 
and  silver — for  the  payment  of  it  into  tiie 
Treasury  will  be  as  constantly  flowing  out, 
enriching  and  fertilizing  the  whole  country. 

But  the  Senator  irom  Virginia  (Mr.  Rivbs) 
says  this  bill  will  furnish  one  currency  for  the 
Government,  and  another  for  the  people.  Is  it 
contended  tiiat  the  Government  should  take 
and  pay  out  the  broken  bank  notes  and  local 
shinplasters,  because  the  people  take  themt 
Ko :  the  Senator  from  Virginia  does  not  pro- 
pose this,  but  only  that  we  should  receive  the 
notes  of  banks  that  resume  specie  payments 
under  the  existing  law.  Now,  what  is  that 
law  t  I  find  it  embraced  in  the  Senate  journal 
vnder  date  of  the  6th  of  April,  1886,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsidention  of  the  bill 
entitled  *  An  act  making  ^jpropiiations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1836.' 

The  followmg  amendment,  proposQd  by  Mr.  Bia- 
TON,  being  under  consideration : 

Ssc.  —  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  no  bonk 
note  of  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars  shall 
hereafler  be  offered  in  payment  in  any  case  whatso- 
ever in  wliich  money  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States  or  the  Post  Office  Department ;  nor  riiall  any 
bank  note,  of  any  denomination,  be  so  offered,  unless 
the  same  shall  be  payable,  and  paid,  on  demand,  in 
gold  and  silver  coin,  at  the. place  where  issued,  and 
Vhid  shall  not  be  equivalent  to  specie  at  the  place 
vrtiere  offered,  and  oonvertit>le  into  gold  or  silvw 
upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the  holda',  and  without 
delay  or  loss  to  lum." 


This  provision  was  adopted,  and  is  the  law : 
the  vote  in  the  Senate  being  yeas  32,  nays  IS, 
my  own  vote  being  recorded  in  its  firw. 
Now,  this  is  tiie  law,  and  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  does  not  propose  to  change  it  Now, 
are  these  bank  notes  that  the  Senator  imm 
Virginia  would  permit  the  Government  to  paj 
out  and  receive,  actnally  "  equivalent  to  epeiaii, 
and  convertible  into  gold  or  silver  on  the  tfsA 
at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  without  delay  or 
loss  to  him  t "  Then  the  result  of  the  law,  u 
that  Senator  would  have  it  remain,  is  the  same 
in  its  operation  in  this  respect  as  the  bill  sow 
I)efore  us :  gold  and  silver,  or  its  fbll  equivalent, 
being  the  effect  of  either  system.  But  if  thii 
be  not  so,  and  these  bank  notes  be  in  &ct  a 
baser  currency  tlian  gold  or  silver,  what  rizht 
or  power  has  this  Government  to  fi>ree  niia 
baser  currency  npon  the  people  by  public  dis- 
bursements, when  this  Government  can  mik« 
nothing  but  gold  or  silver  a  legal  tender  in  the 
payment  of  debts  ?  No,  rir  :  the  operatioD  of 
this  bill  will  be  to  improve  the  currency  t^  tlM 
whole  people  by  its  incidental  effects  in  dhiuii- 
ishing  bank  pi^r  isaues,  and  enlarging,  at  least 
to  that  extent,  the  general  oircnlation  of  gdd 
and  silver.  But  the  deposit  bank  systeni  will, 
indeed,  force  a  doubtfhl  and  uncertain  Isnk 
paper  circulation  npon  the  people,  cwvertiUe 
mto  specie  one  day,  and  inconvertible  and  de- 
preciated to-morrow. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  terms  divorce  d 
Bank  and  State,  as  reminding  the  people  of  the 
divorce  of  church  and  State,  are  popular  catch- 
words. I  have  not  used  these  terms,  althon^ 
I  firmly  believe  that  the  tmion  of  bank  and 
State  would  soon  prove  as  fiatal  to  liberty  is 
the  union  of  church  and  State ;  but,  let  me 
ask,  are  not  the  terms  used  upon  the  other  nde 
^-one  currency  for  the  people,  and  another  for 
the  Government,  and  the  terms  separatiiig  tiie 
Ck>vemment  from  the  people,  mere  p(Wil*r 
catchwords,  which  will  not  bear,  as  we  nm 
seen,  the  slightest  ezaminatiaa.  It  is  said  tiiis 
bill  will  destroy  credit,  by  impairing  confidence 
in  banks.  Have  not  we  had  too  much  confi- 
dence in  banlcs,  and  have  they  not  proved  the 
greatest  and  universal  destroyers  of  all  oiedit 
and  all  confidence  f  Tes,  these  very  banks,  l7 
their  expansions,  contractions,  and  failnres,  de- 
stroyed all  confidence  and  all  credit,  not  onlj 
in  themselves,  but  also  between  man  and  jBSh 
and  almost  between  nation  and  nation.  It  is  the 
banks  that  render  prices,  confidence,  and  credit, 
fluctuating  and  uncertain;  and,  before  thur 
existence,  the  psge  of  history  tells  that  confi- 
dence and  credit,  between  man  and  man,  were 
infinitely  more  universal,  and  that  protest  w 
bills  of  exchange  and  mercantile  Mures  were 
then  almost  wholly  unknown.  Specie  was  not 
hoarded,  nor  credit  witiiheld  tnm  h*""*' P 
dustry,  but  universally  extended,  unchecked  ty 
that  overthrow  of  all  otmfidence  and  all  <OTd»> 
arising  from  expansions,  oontractioDS,  and  ex- 
I^oaons  of  the  bank  pt^r  system.  We  we 
told  tliat  confidenoe,  eonfidenoe,  it  the  sugu 
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word,  and  tiie  OoTonunent  has  only  to  breathe 
into  these  banks  the  breath  of  confidence,  and 
all  will  be  welL  Sir,  if  these  banks,  limited 
and  restrained  by  the  State  Legislatures,  ooght 
to  be  oontinned,  I  woold  rather,  by  the  nltimate 
incidental  operation  of  this  bill,  push  a  litUe 
more  of  their  paper  oat  of  ciroolation,  and  much 
more  q>eoie  into  the  Tanlts,  than  all  the  false  and 
delosive  confidence  that  conld  be  excited  by 
tbe  Govemment  endorsement  of  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-three  saq>ended  State  banks. 

This  GoTemment's  endorsement,  with  its 
mighty  sorplns  deposited  in  State  banks,  has 
betti  the  froitftal  canse  of  nearly  all  onr  dis- 
asters, and  I  shall  never  attempt  to  renew  them 
1^  re-adopting  the  system  from  which  these 
erils  flowed.  The  danger  is  not  of  oar  having 
too  few  banks,  and  too  little  paper,  bnt  pre- 
dady  the  reverse.  To  repress  this  evil  ten- 
dency, shoold  be  the  ultimate  aim  of  every 
patriotie  statesman.  It  is  too  many  banks,  and 
toe  much  paper,  that  has  involved  as  in  too 
much  debt,  and  more  banks  and  more  bank 
paper  would  only  aggravate  the  evils. 

The  State  banks,  so  &r  as  regards  their  mere 
disoootinnanoe  immediately  as  Government  de- 
poaitoriea,  will  be  precisely  where  they  were 
before  the  removal  of  the  deposits.  And  as  to 
the  ezolnsion  of  bank  paper  from  revenue  pay- 
ments, it  takes  eflfect  only  in  fiill  on  the  Ist  of 
January,  1843.  The  bill  proceeds,  as  regards 
its  <^>eration  on  bank  paper,  by  wise,  salutary, 
eantiona,  and  progressive  steps,  keeping  in  view 
the  existing  difficulties,  and  the  necessity  of 
abstaimng  from  any  measure  calculated  to  in- 
jure or  embarrass  the  people.  The  operation 
of  this  measure  upon  the  banks  is  much  less 
tiikii  is  generally  supposed.  It  is  mnch  leas 
than  the  regulating  and  checking  power  claimed 
ix  the  United  States  Bank ;  for  that,  if  faith- 
folly  executed,  would  demand  weekly  balances 
in  gold  and  silvw  or  its  equivalent,  trova.  all  the 
State  banka,  not  only  for  "  their  notes  received 
in  revenae  payments,"  bnt  also  for  "  their  notes 
received  for  the  engagements  to  the  bank,"  cre- 
ating thus  a  double  check  upon  their  issues. 

I  have  riiown  that  this  article  never  was  or 
wonld  be  fitithfolly  exeonted ;  bnt  the  precise 
nltimate  effect  npon  State  banks  of  this  meas- 
ure wonld  be  this :  Supposing  the  annual  public 
revenues  to  be  twenty  millions  of  dollu^  of 
which  six  millions  would  be  the  average  amount 
in  Treasury  depositories  received  toi  public 
dnea,  the  banks  would  be  required  to  check 
th^  issues  so  as  always  to  be  ready  to  famish 
six  millions  of  specie  annually  for  revenue  pay- 
mmta.  Now,  the  Mitire  moneyed  tranaaooons 
of  this  country  in  a  year  are  estimated  at  twelve 
thotuand  milliona  of  dollars,  so  that  if  the  de- 
mand of  the. Government  npon  the  banks  for 
six  nullions  be  the  oriterion,  it  will  be  equal 
only  to  leas  than  one  per  cent,  of  the  moneyed 
transactions  of  the  whole  country ;  or  if  twenty 
BiUiona,  to  leis  than  two  per  cent,  of  these 
transactions,  learving  all  this  vast  field  of  trade 
and  boaneis  open  for  the  action  <rf  the  banks. 


They  lo«e  the  Government  deposits  and  Gov- 
ernment credit,  and  sen  left  to  bank,  as  they 
ought,  on  their  own  capital  and  their  own 
credit  Bnt  what  is  most  important  in  separat- 
ing the  banks  and  the  Government,  is  the  sep- 
aration of  money,  business,  and  politics,  the 
fatal  union  of  which  must  always  be  the  fMt- 
fnl  source  of  panics  and  pressures. 

Whilst,  then,  this  measure,  I  sincerely  be- 
lieve, will  have  a  most  beneficial  effect  upon 
the  whole  country,  it  is  to  me  an  inexpressible 
gratification,  that  to  the  sunny  South  it  will 
prove  a  fountain  of  wealth  and  prosperity.  The 
war  of  over-expanded  credit  npon  labor  and  its 
products,  aided  by  a  great  national  bank  at 
some  distant  capital,  or  by  the  concentration  at 
or  near  the  same  point  of  the  great  northern 
banking  capital,  sustained  by  the  Grovemment 
deposits  and  endorsements,  must  cease,  and 
paper  credit  and  the  products  of  labor  left  a 
fair  field,  without  artificial  aid,  will  find  labor 
imd  its  products  rising  in  the  scale  of  import- 
ance and  influence,  and  leaving  the  great  staple 
States  a  fair  opportunity  of  carrying  out  their 
own  exports,  and  introducing  their  own  im- 
ports, and  the  balances  in  gold  and  silver,  the 
real,  solid,  substantial  business  of  their  banks 
being  more  safely  augmented  than  all  the  ruin- 
ous aid  they  can  ever  receive  from  Government 
patronage.  And  now,  sir,  if  the  distinguished 
Senators  opp<»ed  to  the  administration  on  this 
floor  will  go  home  to  their  constituents,  and 
explain  the  full  and  precise  effects  of  this  meas- 
ure, they  can,  in  aidmg  the  establishment  of  a 
sound  credit  on  sound  principles — aiding  in  in- 
spiring a  just  confidence  in  the  rdief  this  great 
measure  will  ultimately  extend  to  all  the  great 
interests  of  tlie  country — they  can  have  almost 
a  moneyed  millenium  dawn  upon  the  country 
at  once.  I  appeal  to  them,  uien,  as  patriots, 
with  hearts  overflowing  with  sympathy  for  the 
distrese  of  the  country,  as  we  have  so  repeatedly 
heard  on  this  floor,  to  unite  with  us  in  produo- 
ing  this  great,  this  glorious  result;  and  the 
tiianks  of  millions  of  grateful  freemen  will  give 
them  more  real  happiness,  more  genuine  conso- 
lation, and  more  true  and  durable  applause,  than 
all  the  party  triumphs  that  could  adorn  the 
proudest  political  conquerors.  Let  them  imi- 
tate the  noble  example  of  the  distinguished  Sen- 
ator and  statesman  fi^>m  Sonth  Carolina,  in 
laying  down,  in  support  of  this  bill,  his  personal 
and  political  prejudicies,  as  a  bftrnt  offering 
npon  the  patnot's  altar  of  his  coantry's  good, 
and  for  them,  also,  the  swelling  heart  of  a 
mighty  nation  will  throb  with  love  and  grat- 
itude. But  should  they  esteem  it  their  duty 
to  determine  otherwise — should  their  inspiring 
eloquence  and  great  intellectual  power  be  ex- 
erted in  ta>peiU8  to  the  people  against  this 
measure — utoold  it  be  represented  as  a  tropical 
tornado,  about  to  sweep  in  its  destructive  career 
over  all  the  great  and  cherished  institutions  of 
onr  common  country,  panics  and  pressures  may 
follow  for  a  time ;  bnt  soon,  yes,  very  soon,  the 
great  principles  involved  in  this  bill  must  and 
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•will  trinmph,  and  it  will  theu  go  forth,  with 
healing  on  its  wings,  h^ed  by  the  approying 
voice  of  the  people.  The  measnre  itaetf  will  be 
jiutly  viewed  as  a  third  declaration  of  Amer- 
ican independence,  and  the  day  of  its  passage 
be  celebrated  in  all  time  to  come  as  a  groat  and 
g^orionB  national  jubilee. 


TmrR8DA.T,  September  28. 
The  Sub-Treamry  Bill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  the  collection  and  custody  of 
the  pnblio  revenne,  together  with  Mr.  Oai^ 
Bottn's  amendment  thereto.  ' 

Hr.  WsBsrrBB  said :  Mr.  Presioent,  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  doctrines  of  the  Message,  to  the 
bin,  and  to  the  amendment  of  the  member  fh>m 
South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  OALHOttn.)  In  all  these, 
I  see  notiiing  for  the  relief  of  the  country ;  but 
I  do  see,  as  I  think,  a  question  involved,  the 
importance  of  which  transcends  all  the  interest 
of  the  present  occasion. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  state  that  question ;  to 
present  it,  as  well  to  the  country  as  to  the  Sen- 
ate ;  to  show  the  length  and  breadth  of  it,  as  a 
question  of  practical  politics,  and  in  its  bearing 
on  the  powers  of  the  Government  to  exhibit 
its  importance,  and  to  express  my  own  opinions 
in  regard  to  it 

A  short  recital  of  events  and  occurrences 
will  show  how  this  question  has  arisen. 

The  Ck)vemment  of  the  United  States  com- 
pleted the  forty-eighth  year  of  its  existence, 
under  the  present  constitution,  on  the  third  day 
of  March  last.  During  this  whole  period,  it 
has  felt  itself  bound  to  take  proper  care  of  the 
currency  of  the  country ;  and  no  administra- 
tion has  admitted  this  oUigation,  more  deariy 
or  more  frequently,  than  the  last.  For  the  fid- 
fifanent  of  this  acknowledged  duty,  as  well  as 
to  accomplish  other  usefhl  irarposes,  a  national 
bank  has  been  muntained  for  fortyi  o^t  of 
these  forty-eight  years.  Two  institutions  of 
this  Idnd  have  been  created  by  law :  one  oom- 
mencing  in  1791,  and  limited  to  twenty  years, 
and  expiring,  thwefore,  in  1811 ;  the  other 
commencing  in  1816,  with  a  like  term  of  dnra- 
-tion,  and  ending,  therefore,  in  1886.  Both 
these  institutions,  each  in  its  time,  accomplish- 
ed their  purposes,  so  far  as  currency  was  con- 
cerned, to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  coun- 
try. But  before  the  last  bank  expired,  it  had 
the  misfortune  to  become  obnoxious  to  the  late 
administration.  I  need  not,  at  present,  speak 
of  the  causes  of  this  hostility.  My  purpose  only 
requires  a  statement  of  that  &ct,  as  an  import- 
ant one  in  the  chain  of  occurrences.  The  late 
President's  disaatisfaotion  of  the  bank  was  inti- 
mated in  his  first  annual  Message,  that  is  to  say, 
in  1629.  But  the  bank  stood  very  well  with 
the  country,  the  President's  known  and  grow- 
ing hostility  notwithstanding;  and  in  1882, 
four  years  before  its  charter  was  to  expire,  both 
Houses  of  Congress  passed  a  bill  &r  its  oootin- 


uanoe ;  there  being  in  its  flavor  a  large  nu^orify 
of  the  Senate,  and  a  larger  minority  <n  me 
House  of  Representatives.  The  bill,  howevw, 
was  negatived  by  the  President.  In  1888,  by 
an  order  of  the  President,  the  pnblio  money* 
were  removed  from  the  custody  of  tiie  Imo^ 
and  were  deposited  with  certain  sdeoted  State 
banks.  This  removal  was  acoomnanied  witii 
the  most  confident  declarations  ana  assaraiieea. 
put  forth  in  every  form,  by  the  Prerident  and 
the  Sect«tai7  of  the  Treasury,  that  theee  State 
banks  would  not  only  prove  safe  depodtoriea 
of  the  public  money,  but  that  they  would  ate 
fomish  the  country  with  as  good  a  curren«3y  as 
it  ever  had  enjoyed,  and  probably  a  better ;  and 
would  also  accomplish  all  that  could  be  wished 
in  regard  to  domestic  exchanges.  The  sobsti- 
tution  of  State  banks  for  a  national  institulkw, 
for  the  discharge  of  these  dnties,  wib  timt  oper- 
ation, which  has  become  known,  and  is  likdy 
to  be  long  remembered,  as  the  "experiment" 

For  some  years  all  was  said  to  go  cm  ex- 
tremely well,  although  it  seemed  phmi  enooj^ 
to  a  great  part  of  the  community  that  the  sys- 
tem was  radically  vicious ;  that  its  operations 
were  all  inconvenient,  clumsy,  and  wlK^y  in- 
adequate to  the  proposed  ends ;  and  that  aooner 
or  later,  there  must  be  an  explosion.  The  ad- 
ministration, however,  adhered  to  its  experi- 
ment The  more  it  was  complained  at  the 
louder  it  was  praised.  Its  commoidation  was 
one  of  the  standing  topics  of  oil  official  com- 
munications ;  and  in  his  lost  Message,  in  De- 
cember, 1886,  the  late  President  was  more  thai 
usually  emphatic  upon  the  great  Bucoe»  of  hii 
attempts  to  improve  the  currency,  and  the 
happy  results  of  the  experiment  npcn  the  im- 
portant business  of  exchange.  But  a  revarae 
was  at  hand.  The  ripening  gloriea  of  the  ex- 
periment were  soon  to  meet  a  dreadful  blights 
ing.  In  the  early  part  of  May  last,  these  buka 
all  stopped  payment  This  event,  of  eoorte, 
produced  great  distress  in  the  ooontry,  and  it 
produced  also  singular  emborraasment  to  the 
administration. 

The  present  administration  was  then  only 
two  montiiB  old;  but  it  had  already  became 
formally  pledged  to  maintidn  the  policy  of  that 
which  had  gone  before  it.  The  Premdent  had 
avowed  his  purpose  of  treading  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  predecessor.  Here,  then,  was  difficulty. 
Here  was  a  political  knot,  to  be  eithor  untied 
or  out  The  experiment  had  failed,  and  fisiled, 
as  it  was  thought,  so  utterly  and  Ix^lesdy, 
that  it  could  not  be  tried  again. 

What,  then,  was  to  be  d<«eT  Committed 
against  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  stroi^ 
est  manner,  and  the  substitute,  flmn  which  so 
much  was  expected,  having  disappointed  aU 
hopes,  what  was  the  administration  to  do  I  Two 
distinct  classes  of  duties  had  been  performed  ia 
times  past  by  the  Bonk  of  tiie  United  States; 
one  more  inunediately  to  the  GovwnmoBt,  the 
other  to  the  community.  ^*  Ant  ^*b  ^^  ■*^ 
keeping  and  the  transfer,  when  required,  of  the 
pnbud  moneys;  the  o&er  the  si4>plyia9  <tf  * 
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sound  and  conroiient  paper  enrreney,  of  eqoal 
credit  all  over  the  country,  and  everywhere 
equivalent  to  specie,  and  the  giving  of  most 
important  facilities  to  the  operations  of  ex- 
change. These  objects  were  highly  important, 
and  their  most  perfect  accomplishment  by  the 
experiment  had  been  promised  firom  the  first. 
The  State  banks,  it  was  declared,  could  perform 
all  these  duties,  and  should  perform  them.  But 
the  "  experiment"  came  to  a  dishonored  end  in 
the  early  part  of  May.  The  deposit  banks,  with 
the  others,  stopped  payment.  They  could  not 
render  back  the  deposits ;  and  so  far  fW>m  being 
able  to  furnish  a  general  currency,  or  to  assist 
exchanges,  (purposes,  indeed,  which  they  never 
had  fulfilled  with  any  success,)  their  paper  be- 
came immediately  depreciated,  even  in  its  local 
circnlation.  What  course,  then,  was  the  ad- 
ministration now  to  adopt?  Why,  sir,  it  is 
plain  that  it  had  but  one  alternative.  It  must 
either  return  to  the  former  practice  of  the 
Government,  take  the  currency  into  its  own 
hands,  and  maintain  it,  as  well  as  provide  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  money  by  some 
institution  of  its  own ;  or  else,  adopting  some 
new  mode  of  merely  keeping  the  public  money, 
it  must  abandon  all  fortner  care  over  currency 
and  exchange.  One  of  these  courses  became 
inevitable.  The  administration  had  no  other 
choice.  The  State  banks  could  be  tried  no 
more,  with  the  opinion  which  the  admioistra- 
tion  now  entertained  of  them;  and  how  else 
ooold  any  thing  be  done  to  maintain  the  cur- 
rency? In  no  way  but  by  the  establisbment 
of  a  national  institution. 

There  was  no  escape  from  this  dilemma. 
One  course  was,  to  go  back  to  that  which  the 
party  had  so  much  condemned ;  the  other,  to 
give  up  the  whole  duty,  and  leave  the  currency 
to  its  £ate.  Between  these  two,  the  adminis- 
tration found  itself  absolutely  obl^^  to  decide ; 
and  it  has  decided,  and  decided  boldly.  It  was 
decided  to  surrender  the  duty,  and  abandon  the 
oonstitntion.  That  decision  is  before  us,  in  the 
Message  and  in  the  measures  now  under  con- 
sideration. The  choice  has  been  made;  and 
that  choice,  in  my  opinion,  raises  a  question  of 
the  utmost  importuioe  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  both  for  the  present  and  all  future 
time.  That  question  is,  whether  Congress  has 
or  ought  to  have,  any  duty  to  perform  in  rela- 
tion to  the  currency  of  the  country,  beyond  the 
mere  r^ralation  of  the  gold  and  silver  coin. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  member  from 
South  Oarolina  remarked,  the  other  day,  with 
great  frankness  and  good  humor,  that,  hi  the 
political  classifications  of  the  times,  he  desired 
to  be  considered  as  nothing  but  an  honest  nul- 
lifier.  That,  he  said,  was  his  character.  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  the  country  will  readily  concede  that 
character  to  the  honorable  gentleman.  For 
one,  certainly,  I  am  willing  to  say,  that  I  be- 
lieve him  a  very  honest  and  a  very  rinoere  nul- 
lifier,  using  the  term  in  the  same  sense  in  which 
he  used  it  himself,  and  in  which  he  meant  to 
apply  it  to  hinuelt     And  I  am  very  much 


afi-md,  sir,  that  (whatever  he  may  tiiink  of  it 
himself)  it  has  been  under  the  influence  of  those 
sentiments,  which  belong  to  his  character  as  a 
nullifler,  that  he  has  so  readily  and  so  zealously 
embraced  the  doctrines  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage. In  my  opinion,  the  Message,  the  bill  be- 
fore us,  and  the  honorable  member's  amend- 
ment, form,  together,  a  system,  a  code  of  prac- 
tical politics,  the  direct  tendency  of  which  is  to 
nullify  and  expunge,  or,  perhaps,  more  cor- 
rectly ^peaking,  by  a  united  and  mixed  process 
of  nullification  and  expunging,  to  abolish  a 
highly  important  and  usefhl  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  strikes  down  the  principle  upon 
which  the  Government  has  been  administered, 
in  regard  to  the  subject  of  the  currency,  through 
its  whole  history;  and  it  seeks  to  obliterate, 
or  to  draw  black  lines  around,  that  part  of  the 
constitution  on  which  this  principle  of  adminis- 
tration has  rested.  The  system  proposed,  in  ray 
opinion,  is  not  only  anti-commercial,  but  anti- 
constitutional  also,  and  anti-union  in  a  high 
degree. 

Tou  will  say,  sir,  that  this  is  a  strong  way  of 
stating  an  opinion.  It  is  so.  I  mean  to  state 
the  opinion  m  the  strongest  manner.  I  do  not 
wish,  indeed,  at  every  turn,  to  say,  of  measures 
which  I  oppose,  that  they  either  violate  or  sur- 
render the  constitution.  But  when,  in  all  sober- 
ness and  candor,  I  do  so  think,  in  all  soberness 
and  candor  I  must  so  speak ;  and  whether  the 
opinion  which  I  have  now  expressed  be  true,  let 
the  sequel  decide. 

Kow,  sir,  Congress  has  been  called  together 
in  a  moment  of  great  difficulty.  The  ohai«oter>- 
istic  of  the  crisis  is  commercial  distresa  We 
are  not  suffering  from  war,  or  pestilence,  or 
fEOuine ;  and  it  is  alleged  by  the  Prendent  and 
Secretaiy,  that  there  is  no  want  of  revenue. 
Our  means,  it  is  averred,  are  abundant.  And 
yet  the  Government  is  in  distress,  and  the 
country  Is  in  distress ;  and  Oongress  is  assem- 
bled, by  a  call  of  the  President,  to  provide  re^ 
lief.  The  immediate  and  direct  cause  of  all  is, 
derangement  of  the  currency  and  the  ex- 
changes ;  commercial  credit  is  gone,  and  prop- 
erty no  longer  answers  the  common  ends  and 
purposes  of  property.  Government  cannot  use 
Its  own  means,  and  individuals  are  alike  unable 
to  command  their  own  resources.  The  opent- 
tlons,  both  of  Government  and  people,  ore  ob- 
structed ;  and  they  are  obstructed  because  the 
money  of  the  country,  the  great  instnmient  of 
conunerce  and  exchange,  has  become  disordered 
and  useless.  The  Govenmient  has  funds ;  that 
is  to  say,  it  has  credits  in  the  banks,  but  it  can- 
not turn  these  credits  into  cash ;  and  individual 
citizens  are  as  bad  off  as  Government.  The 
Government  is  a  great  creditor  and  a  great 
debtor.  It  collects  and  it  disburses  large  sums. 
In  the  loss,  therefore,  of  a  proper  medium  of 
payment  and  receipt,  Government  is  a  sufferer. 
But  the  people  are  sufferers  from  the  same 
causes ;  and  masmnch  as  the  whole  amount  of 
payments  and  receipts  by  the  people,  in  their 
mdividnal  transactions,  is  many  times  greater 
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thsn  the  amoont  of  payments  and  receipts  by 
Government,  the  aggregate  of  evil  suffered  by 
the  people  is  also  many  times  greater  than  that 
saffered  by  Government.  Indiridaals  hare 
means  as  ample,  in  proportion  to  their  wants, 
as  Government ;  but  they  share  with  Govern- 
ment the  common  calamity  arising  from  the 
overthrow  of  the  currency.  The  honorable 
member  fi-om  Mississippi  (Mr.  yiAixxa)  has 
stated,  or  has  qnoted  the  statement  firom  others, 
that  while  the  payments  and  receipts  of  Gov- 
ernment are  twenty  millions  a  year,  .the  pay- 
ments and  receipts  of  individaals  are  two  or 
three  hundred  millions.  He  has,  I  think,  un- 
derrated the  amoont  of  individaal  payments  and 
receipts.  But  even  if  he  has  not,  the  statement 
ahows  how  little  *  part  of  the  whole  evil  falls 
on  Government.  The  great  mass  of  saffering 
is  on  the  people. 

Kow,  sir,  when  we  look  at  the  Message,  the 
bill,  and  the  proposed  amendment,  their  single, 
exclasive,  and  undivided  object  is  found  to  be, 
relief  to  uie  Government.  Not  one  single  pro- 
vision is  adopted  or  recommended  wit£  direct 
reference  to  tne  relief  of  the  people.  They  all 
speak  of  revenue,  of  finance,  of  duties  and  cus- 
toms, of  taxes  and  collections ;  and  the  evils 
which  the  people  suffer,  by  the  derangement 
of  the  currency  and  the  exchanges,  and  the 
breaking  up  of  commercial  credit,  instead  of 
being  put  forth  as  prominent  and  leading  ob- 
jects of  regard,  are  dismissed  with  a  slight  inti- 
mation, here  and  there,  that,  in  providing  for 
the  superior  and  paramount  interests  of  Gov- 
ernment, some  incidental  or  collateral  benefits 
may,  perhaps,  accrue  to  the  community.  But 
is  Government  I  as):,  to  care  for  notUng  but 
itself?  Is  self-preservation  the  great  end  of 
Government  t  Has  it  no  trust  powers  ?  Does 
it  owe  no  duties  but  to  itself?  If  it  keeps 
itself  in  being,  does  it  fulfil  all  the  objects  of  its 
ereationt  I  think  not.  I  think  Government 
«]dsts,  not  for  its  own  ends,  but  for  the  public 
utility.  It  is  an  agency,  established  to  promote 
the  common  good,  by  common  counsels;  its 
diief  duties  are  to  the  people ;  and  it  seems  to 
me  strange  and  preposterous,  in  a  moment  of 
great  and  general  distress,  that  Government 
should  confine  all  its  deliberations  to  the  single 
object  of  its  own  revenues,  its  own  convenience, 
its  own  undisturbed  administration. 

I  cannot  say,  sir,  that  I  was  surprised  to  see 
this  general  character  impressed  on  the  face  of 
the  Message.  I  confess  it  appeared  to  me, 
when  the  banks  stopped  payment,  that  the 
administration  had  come  to  a  pass,  in  which  it 
was  unavoidable  that  it  should  take  same  such 
course.  But  that  necessity  was  imposed,  not 
by  the  nature  of  the  crisis,  but  by  its  own  com- 
mitment to  the  line  of  polilics  w^ch  its  prede- 
cessor had  adopted,  and  which  it  had  pledged 
itself  to  pursue. 

It  withdraws  its  core  from  the  currency,  be- 
cause it  has  loft  itself  no  means  of  performing 
its  own  dnti^  connected  with  that  subject.  It 
bas  voluntarily  and  on  calculation,  discarded 


and  renounced  the  policy  which  ha*  been  ap- 
proved for  half  a  century,  because  it  coold  not 
return  to  that  policy,  wiUiont  admitting  its  on 
inconsistency  and  violating  its  party  pledjti 
This  is  the  truth  of  the  whole  matter. 

Now,  sir,  my  present  purpose  chiefly  is  to 
muntain  two  propositions : 

1.  That  it  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  ftis 
Government  to  see  that  a  proper  currency,  suit- 
able to  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  md  to 
the  wants  of  trade  and  business,  as  well  as  to 
the  payment  of  debts  due  to  Government,  be 
muntained  and  preserved ;  a  currency  of  ^■ 
eral  credit,  and  capable  of  aiding  the  operaboiis 
of  exchange,  so  feu-  as  those  operations  msj  Le 
conducted  by  means  of  the  circulating  mediom; 
and  that  there  are  duties,  therefore,  devolrio; 
on  Ck>ngres8,  in  relation  to  currency,  beyond 
the  mere  regulation  of  the  gold  and  alvet 
coins. 

2.  That  the  Message,  the  bill,  and  tlie  pto- 

Sosed  amendment,  all,  in  effect,  deny  any  siidi 
uty,  disclium  all  such  power,  and  confine  tk 
constitutional  obligation  of  Government  to  tk 
mere  regiUation  of  the  coins,  and  the  care  of  ill 
own  revenues. 

I  have  well  weighed,  Mr.  President,  sndfollj 
considered,  the  first  of  these  propositions,  to 
wit ;  that  which  respects  the  duty  of  this  Got- 
emment  in  regard  to  the  currency.  I  mean  to 
stand  by  it.  It  expresses,  in  my  judgment,! 
principle,  fully  sust«ned  oy  the  constitntion, 
and  by  the  usage  of  the  Government,  and  wliii 
is  of  the  highest  practical  importance.  'W/'li 
this  proposition,  or  this  principle,  I  am  villuig 
to  stand  connected,  and  to  share  in  the  )m- 
ment  which  the  community  shall  nldmatdy 
pronounce  upon  it.  K  the  country  shall  sns- 
tain  it,  and  be  ready,  in  due  time,  to  01117  » 
into  effect,  by  such  means  and  instruments  « 
the  general  opinion  shall  think  best  to  adopt,! 
shall  co-operate,  cheerfully,  in  any  such  under- 
taking ;  and  shall  look  again,  with  confidence, 
to  pro^rity  m  this  branch  of  our  national  con- 
cerns. On  the  other  hand,  if  the  country  smU 
r^ect  this  proposition,  and  act  on  that  rejeo- 
tion  i  if  it  shall  decide  that  Congress  has  no 
power,  nor  is  under  any  duty,  in  ""wation  to  w 
currency,  beyond  the  mere  regulation  of  tne 
coins ;  then,  up<»  that  construction  of  the  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  Congress,  I  am  willing  to  «c- 
knowledge,  that  I  do  not  feel  myself  competa* 
to^ender  any  substantial  service  to  the  ppoM 
coimcils,  on  these  great  interests.  I  admit, » 
once,  that  if  the  currency  is  not  to  bo  preserreo 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  SUt^' 
know  not  how  it  is  to  be  guarded  against  «»■ 
stantiy  occurring  disorders  and  derangements. 

[Mr.  ■Webster  then  aiyied  at  great  length  in  ft^w 
of  his  fint  proposition,  and  to  show  that  it «« 
duty  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  paper  «s  »«"•' 
motaUlo  oarrenoy,  and  that  the  proper  r^6"<» 
the  paper  carrency  was  a  natioDil  bank;  ana 
tinned  \\ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PEBATB8  OF  OONGBBSS. 


417 


Sbpikmbxb,  1887.] 


StA-ntamrf  £m, 


[SsBun. 


When  the  bill  for  the  late  bank  was  called 
np,  the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina 
explained  its  objects  in  an  able  speech.  He 
showed  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  national  cnr- 
renoy ;  the  power  of  Congress  over  such  cnr- 
renoy,  whether  metallic  or  paper ;  and  the  pro- 
priety and  expediency  of  establishing  a  bank, 
as  the  best  means  of  exercising  these  powers 
and  fulfilling  these  duties.  I  agreed  then,  and 
I  agree  now,  to  the  general  sentiment  expressed 
in  that  speech,  heartily  and  entirely.  I  would 
refer  to  it,  on  this  occasion,  both  as  an  able 
argument  and  a  high  authority ;  and  beg  to 
adopt  it,  as  setting  forth,  in  a  strong  light,  the 
sentiments  which  I  am  now  endeavoring  to 
enforce. 

[Mr.  CAUiotm  here  rose  to  make  an  explana- 
tion. He  said  that  he  never  saw  the  reporter's 
notes  of  his  speech  on  that  occasion,  and,  there- 
fore, what  he  did  say,  may  not  have  been  what 
be  would  have  said.  There  were  points  of 
omission  in  that  speech  which  occupied  a  col- 
umn and  a  half  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 
Ur.  0.  said  that  he  took  care  then,  as  now,  to 
Ibrtify  himself^  and  to  leave  a  road  open  to  op- 
pose, at  any  coming  time,  a  national  bank.  He 
then  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  a  bank,  but 
that  he  submitted  to  the  necessity  of  the  case. 
There  was  then  a  connection  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  banks ;  and,  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  a  right  to  regulate  the  currency, 
there  was  no  means  of  doing  it  but  by  a  na- 
tional bank.  He  had,  both  then,  and  since 
th^  contended  that  Government  had  no  right 
to  have  any  connection  with  any  banks.  In  his 
opinion,  the  United  States  Bank  (which  he  then 
advocated,  and  assisted  to  establish^  was  not 
established  according  to  the  constitution.  Con- 
gress had  no  right  to  establish  such  a  bank.  He 
acted  contrary  to  his  own  impressions  of  right. 
Many  people  may  do  things  which  they  do  not 
believe  to  be  lawful,  from  necesnty.  He  acted 
from  necessity.] 

Mr.  Webstsb,  resoming  his  remarks,  said  he 
thought  the  gentleman  had  said,  formerly,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  decision  of  the  question, 
he  felt  thenc^orward  precluded  from  opposing 
the  bank  as  being  nnconstitntional. 

[Mr.  Calhoun  again  explained :  He  (Mr.  C.) 
tfaonght  the  connection  between  Government 
and  banks  was  now  broken,  and  that  set  him 
at  liberty ;  so  that  now  he  could  oppose  what 
he  bad  then,  and  since,  earnestly  advocated.] 

It  is  not  my  desire,  sir,  to  hold  the  gentleman 
to  a  report  of  his  speech,  which  he  may  choose, 
even  now  to  disclaim.  I  have  nev6r  heard  of 
his  disclaiming  it  before;  and  even  now,  rir,  I 
do  not  understand  him  as  being  dedrous  of  re- 
tracting or  denying  any  thing  contained  in  the 
printed  report  of  his  speech,  respecting  the  im- 
portance of  a  uniform  national  currency.  That 
topic  makM  np  the  snm  and  substance  of  his 
•whole  speech.  It  was  the  topic  of  the  occa- 
sion ;  it  was  the  express  purpose  for  which  his 
committee  had  been  raised,  and  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  which  the  whole  proceeding  was 
You  Xm.— 27 


gone  into.  It  was  all  currency,  currency,  cur- 
rency ;  and,  whether  the  gentleman  now  thinks 
the  law  constitutional  or  unconstitutional,  he 
cannot  deny  that  his  own  object,  and  the  object 
of  Congress,  was  to  furnish  a  circulating  me- 
dium for  the  country.  And  here,  again,  so  on- 
important,  relatively,  was  the  mere  custody,  or 
deposit  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  bank,  that 
the  blQ,  as  originally  introduced,  contained  no 
provision  for  that  object  A  section  was  after- 
wards introduced,  in  Committee  of  the  "Whole, 
on  my  motion,  providing  for  the  deposit  of  the 
public  moneys  with  the  bank,  unless  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  should,  at  any  time,  other- 
wise order  and  direct ;  a  reservation  of  power 
to  the  Secretary,  whidi,  as  I  think,  and  uwaya 
have  thought,  was  greatly  abused,  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposits  in  1888. 

By  reference  to  the  debates,  sir,  it  will  be 
found  that  other  fHends  of  the  measure  fol- 
lowed up  the  general  ideas  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  and  supported 
uie  bank,  as  a  necessary  agent  or  instrument  for 
establishing,  anew,  a  national  currency,  for  Ihe 
uses  of  commerce  and  exchange. 

It  was  my  second  proposition,  sir,  that  the 
Message,  the  bill,  and  the  amendment,  tak^i 
together,  deny,  in  substance,  that  this  Govern- 
ment has  any  power  or  duty  connected  with  the 
currency,  or  the  exchanges,  beyond  the  mere 
regulation  of  the  coins. 

And,  sir,  is  this  not  true  t  We  are  to  judge 
of  the  Message  by  what  it  omits,  as  well  as  by 
what  it  proposes.  Congress  is  called  together 
in  a  great  commercial  crisis.  The  whole  busi- 
ness of  the  country  is  arrested  by  a  sudden  dis- 
order of  the  currency.  And  what  is  proposed  I 
Any  thing  to  restore  this  currency  ?  Any  thing 
with  a  direct  view  of  producing  the  resumption 
of  payment  by  the  banks  f  Is  a  single  measure 
offered,  or  suggested,  the  nudn  purpose  of  which 
is  general  relief  to  the  country!  Not  one. 
No,  sir,  not  one.  The  administration  oonflnes 
its  measnres  to  the  Government  itsdf.  It  pro- 
poses a  loan,  by  the  means  of  Treasury  notes^ 
to  make  good  the  defidency  in  the  revenue; 
and  it  proposes  secure  vanKs,  and  strong  boxeiL 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  moneys ;  and 
here  its  paternal  cai'e  ends.  Does  the  Messa^ 
propose  to  grapple,  in  any  way,  with  the  mam 
evil  of  the  times  ?  Seeing  that  that  evil  is  one 
affecting  the  currency,  does  the  Message,  like 
that  of  Mr.  Madison,  in  1816,  address  itself  di- 
rectly to  that  point,  and  recommend  measnres 
of  adequate  reUef  f  No  such  thing.  It  abstains 
from  all  general  relief  It  loolm  out  for  the 
interest  of  the  Government,  as  a  Government; 
and  it  looks  no  farther.  Sir,  let  me  turn  to  the 
Message  itself,  to  show  that  all  its  recommenda- 
tions, and,  indeed,  all  the  objects  in  calling 
Congress  together,  are  confined  to  the  narrow 
and  exdusive  purpose  of  relieving  the  wants  of 
Government. 

The  President  says,  that  the  regulations  es- 
tablished by  Confess,  for  the  deposit  and  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  moneys,  having  become 
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inoperative  by  the  guspension  of  payment  by 
the  banks;  and  apprehending  that  the  same 
cause  would  so  diminish  the  revenue,  that  the 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  would  not  be  suffl- 
dent  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Government  ; 
and  as  questions  were  also  expected  to  arise 
respecting  the  October  instalment  of  the  deposit 
to  the  States,  and  doubting 'whether  Govern- 
ment would  be  able  to  pay  its  creditors  in  spe- 
de,  or  its  equivalent,  according  to  law,  he  felt 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  Congress  together. 
These  are  the  reasons  for  caUing  Congress. 
They  are  all  the  reasons;  and  they  ali  have 
exclusive  regard  to  the  Government  itself. 

In  the  next  place,  let  us  see  what  measures 
fhe  Message  recommends  to  Congress.  In  its 
own  language,  the  objects  demanding  attention 
are: 

"  To  regulate,  by  lair,  the  safe-keepbg,  tnoisfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys ;  to  designate 
the  funds  to  be  received  and  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment; to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet  promptly 
every  demand  upon  it ;  to  prescribe  the  terms  of  in- 
dulgence, and  the  mode  of  settlement  to  bo  adopted, 
(S  well  in  collecting  from  individuals  the  revenue 
that  lias  accrued,  as  in  withdrawing  it  from  former 
depositories." 

These  are  all  the  objects  recommended  par- 
ticularly to  the  core  of  Congress;  and  the 
enumeration  of  them  is  followed  by  a  general 
suggestion,  that  Congress  will  adopt  such 
further  measures  as  may  promote  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  country.  This  whole  enumeration, 
it  is  obvious,  is  confined  to  the  wants  and  con- 
venience of  the  Government  itself. 

And  now,  sir,  let  us  see  on  what  grounds  it 
is  that  the  Message  refrains  from  recommend- 
ing measures  of  general  relief.  The  President 
says: 

"  It  was  not  designed  by  the  constitutiou  that  the 
Govemment  should  assume  the  management  of  do- 
mestic or  foreign  exchange.  It  is,  indeed,  auUior> 
ized  to  regulate,  by  law,  the  commerce  between  the 
States,  and  to  provide  a  general  standard  of  value  or 
medium  of  exchange  in  gold  and  silver ;  but  it  is 
not  its  province  to  aid  inmviduals  in  the  transfer  of 
their  funds,  otbenrise  than  through  the  facilities 
afforded  by  the  Post  Office  Department.  As  justly 
might  it  be  called  on  to  provide  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  their  merchandise." 

And  again: 

"  If,  therefore,  I  refrain  ftom  suggeslang  to  Con- 
gress any  specific  plan  for  regulating  the  exchanges 
of  the  country,  relieving  mercantile  embarrassments, 
or  inteiiSering  with  the  ordinary  operations  of  foreign 
or  domestic  commerce,  it  is  from  a  conviction  that 
sndi  measures  arc  not  within  the  constitutional  prov- 
ince of  the  General  Government,  and  that  their 
adoption  would  not  promote  the  reid  and  permanent 
welfare  of  those  they  might  be  designed  to  aid." 

The  iTesident,  then,  sir,  declines  to  recom- 
mend any  measure  for  the  relief  of  commerce, 
for  the  restoration  of  the  currency,  or  for  the 
benefit  of  exchanges,  on  the  avowed  ground 
tha^  ia  his  opinion,  such  measures  are  not 


within  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress. 
He  is  distinct  and  explicit,  and  so  far  entiUed 
to  credit.  He  denies,  broadly  and  flatly,  that 
there  is  any  authority  in  this  Govemment  to 
regulate  the  currency,  and  the  exdianges,  be- . 
yond  its  care  of  the  coin.  The  question,  then, 
is  fairly  stated.  It  cannot  l>e  misunderstood; 
and  we  are  now  to  see  how  Congress,  and,  what 
is  much  more  important,  how  the  country,  will 
settle  it. 

Mr.  President,  if,  in  May  last,  when  specie 
payments  were  suspended,  the  President  of  one 
of  the  banks  bod  called  his  council  of  directors 
together,  informed  them  that  their  affairs  were 
threatened  with  danger,  that  they  could  not 
collect  their  debts  in  specie,  and  might  not  t>e 
able  to  pay  their  creditors  in  specie,  and  recom- 
mended such  measures  as  he  thought  their  in- 
terest required;  his  policy,  in  all  this,  would 
have  been  no  more  exclusively  confined  to  the 
interests  of  his  corporation,  than  the  policy  of 
the  Message  is  coniined  to  the  interests  of  this 
great  corporation  of  Government.  Both  in 
proctice,  therefore,  and  on  principle,  in  reality, 
and  avowedly,  the  administration  abandons  the 
curreucy  to  its  fate.  It  surrenders  all  care  ovw 
it,  declines  all  concern  about  it,  and  denies  that 
it  has  any  duty  connected  with  it« 

Sir,  the  question,  then,  comes  to  be  this: 
Shall  one  of  the  great  powers  of  the  constitu- 
tion, a  power  essential  to  it,  on  any  just  plan 
or  theory  of  Government,  a  power  which  has 
been  exercised  from  the  beginning,  a  power 
absolutdy  necessary  and  indispensable  to  the 
proper  regulation  of  the  commerce  of  the  comi- 
try,  be  now  surrendered  and  abandoned  for- 
ever ?  To  this  point  we  have  come,  sir,  after 
pursuing  the  "  experiment "  of  the  late  admin- 
istration for  five  years.  And  fi-om  this  point,  I 
am  persuaded,  the  country  will  move,  and  move 
strongly,  in  one  direction  or  another.  We  shall 
either  go  over  to  the  gentleman  fi-om  Missouri, 
and  suffer  him  to  embrace  us  in  his  gold  and 
silver  arms,  and  hug  us  to  his  hard  money 
breast;  or  we  shall  return  to  the  long-tried, 
well-approved,  and  constitutional  practice  of 
the  Government. 

As  to  the  employment  of  the  State  banks,  for 
the  purpose  of  nuuntaining  the  currency,  and 
carrying  on  the  operations  of  exchange,  1  cer- 
tainly never  had  any  confidence  in  that  system, 
and  have  none  now. 

I  think  the  State  banks  can  never  furnish  & 
medium  for  circulation,  which  shall  have  uni- 
versal credit,  and  be  of  equal  value  everywhere. 

I  think  they  have  no  powers,  or  faculties, 
which  can  enable  them  to  restrain  excessive 
issues  of  paper. 

I  think  their  respective  spheres  of  action  are 
so  limited,  and  their  currencies  so  local,  that 
they  can  never  accomplish  what  is  desired  in 
relation  to  exchanges. 

Still,  I  prefer  the  employment  of  State  banks 
to  the  project  before  us ;  because  it  is  less  of  a, 
project;  Decanse  it  is  less  dangerous;  and, 
chiefly,  because  it  does  not  surrender,  effect- 
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nally,  and  in  terms,  a  great  power  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

In  every  respect  this  project  is  objectionable. 
It  is  but  another  "  expenment ; "  and  those  who 
recommend  it  so  zealously,  were  the  authors  of 
the  last,  and  were  equally  full  of  confidence  and 
assurance  in  regard  to  that. 

"Who  invite  us  to  try  this  experiment  ?  What 
voices  do  we  hear  raised  in  its  recommenda- 
tion? Are  they  not  the  well-known  voices 
•which  we  heard  so  often  when  the  late  "  ex- 
periment "  was  begun  ?  We  know  of  but  one 
accession.  The  voice  of  the  honorable  member 
from  South  Carolina  is  heard,  it  is  true,  now 
mingling  with  the  general  strain ;  and  that  is 
alL  Where,  then,  is  the  ground  for  confidence 
in  this  experiment,  more  than  there  was  for  it 
in  the  last  ? 

This  scheme,  too,  is  against  oil  our  usages, 
and  all  oar  habits.  It  locks  up  the  revenue, 
under  bolts  and  bars,  from  the  time  of  collec- 
tion to  the  time  of  disbnrsement.  Our  practice 
has  been  otherwise,  and  it  has  been  a  useful 
practice.  In  1838,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury admonished  the  deposit  banks,  since  they 
had  obtained  the  ouAody  of  the  public  funds,  to 
accommodate  the  public,  to  loan  freely,  espe- 
cially to  importing  merchants.  And  now,  a 
system  is  proposed  to  us,  according  to  which 
any  use  of  the  public  fands,  by  way  of  loan  or 
accommodation  to  the  public,  is  made  a  crim- 
iual  offence,  and  to  be  prosecuted  by  indict- 
ment I    Admirable,  admirable  consistency ! 

Mr.  HuBBABD  said :  The  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  if  carried  into  full  effect, 
cannot  tsSi.  to  relieve  the  Government  from 
present  financial  embarrassment  I  am  folly 
aware  that  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  chairman  of 
tlie  committee  to  present  bis  own  views  in  re- 
lation to  the  measure ;  it  will  be  his  province 
to  jpve  a  very  detailed  statement  of  the  char- 
acter and  effect  of  that  bill — its  benefits  to  the 
Government,  to  the  banking  institution  of  the 
conntty,  and  to  the  people  themselves.  It  can- 
not but  have  occurred,  nowever,  to  eveir  indi- 
vidual, that  if  this  bill  should  now  be  adopted, 
it  would  in  effect  be  but  the  same  measure,  so 
&r  as  it  relates  to  the  collection  and  to  the  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  money,  which  has  ex- 
isted almost  from  1789,  until  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  April,  1816.  This  bill,  if  carried  into 
effect,  would  give  to  the  Government  the  cer- 
tain and  absolute  control  of  its  own  fiinds.  So 
did  the  act  of  1789.  This  bill,  if  adopted,  would 
sever  the  Government  from  any  connection 
with  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  local  banks 
of  the  country.  So  did  the  act  of  1789 ;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  existence  of  the  Bank  or 
Uie  United  States  from  1791  to  1811,  there  was 
no  legal  provision  which  created  that  institu- 
tion, or  any  other  bank,  the  receiver  and  dis- 
burser  of  the  public  revenue.  If  this  bill  should 
be  adopted,  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government 
will  collecl^  hold,  and  disburse  the  public  rev- 
enues upon  their  own  responsibility.  So  did 
die  collectors  under  the  act  of  July,  1789.    If 


this  bill  be  passed,  the  fiscal  agents  will  be  im- 
mediately accountable  to  the  Government.  So 
were  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Government  to  the  recharter 
of  the  United  States  Bank,  in  1816.  The  ad- 
vantages the  Government  will  derive  from  the 
operation  of  this  measure  will  be  the  certain 
control  of  its  own  funds,  the  direct  responsi- 
bility and  accountability  to  the  Government  of 
its  own  fiscal  agents ;  and  another  benefit  which 
will  result  from  the  adoption  of  this  measure, 
will  be  the  unchangeable  character  of  its  own 
means,  and  the  fixed  value  of  its  own  revenues 
— not  liable  to  depreciation  by  the  casualties 
and  misfortunes  to  which  the  moneyed  institu- 
tions of  the  country  are  more  or  less  liable. 
The  utter  fhilure  of  this,  or  the  severe  losses  of 
that  bank,  can,  in  nowise,  deteriorate  the  value 
of  the  Government  funds.  So  it  was  for  the 
first  quarter  of  a  century  after  the  adoption  of 
our  constitution.  Independent  of  all  banks,  we 
would  manage  our  finances  in  onr  own  way, 
and  with  perfect  security  to  the  Government. 
So  it  was  under  the  act  of  1789.  The  revenues 
then  were  collected  and  disbursed  independent 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  These  are 
some  of  the  benefits  which  would  result  to  the 
Government  by  the  adoption  of  this  bill ;  and, 
acting  independent  of  local  banks  in  the  collec- 
tion and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  it 
would  also,  in  its  operation,  be  beneficial  to  the 
banks  themselves.  If  this  measure  be  carried 
into  effect,  no  longer  will  the  money  of  the 
Government  be  used  by  the  State  banks  in 
their  banking  operations;  no  longer  will  the 
money  of  the  Government  be  employed  in  in- 
creasing the  paper  issues  of  the  banks,  by  in- 
creasing their  discounts,  and  their  credits ;  and 
certain  it  is  that  this  deposit  with  the  local 
banks  cannot  be  required  for  the  transactions 
of  the  necessary  business  of  a  business  com- 
munity. The  pecuniary  aid  of  the  Government 
is  not  needed  for  the  legitimate  operation  of  the 
local  banks.  There  is  not,  Mr.  President,  any 
want  of  bank  capital  in  the  country  ;  if  there 
was,  there  is  no  want  of  a  disposition  to  create 
bank  capital.  The  complaint  is,  and  has  been, 
that  banks  have  multiplied  too  rapidly,  and 
beyond  the  necessities  and  wants  of  a  commer- 
cid  and  trading  community.  The  complaint  is 
well  founded.  Certain  the  fact  is,  that  there  is 
not  at  this  time,  within  the  limits  of  New  Eng- 
land, any  want  of  bank  capital.  If  this  be  so, 
what  occasion  can  there  be,  where  is  the  neces- 
sity, of  requiring  the  deposit  of  the  public  money 
to  carry  on  the  proper  operations  of  these  local 
banks?  There  can  be  no  necessity;  and  the 
sound,  stable,  substantial  institutions  will  be 
essentially  benefited  by  giving  up  this  trading 
upon  the  money  of  the  Government,  and  by 
returning  to  the  good  old  safe  practice  of  man- 
aging their  own  onsiness  upon  their  own  cap- 
ital. There  is  too  much  uncertainty  attending 
the  use  of  the  public  money  to  justify  any  bank 
doing  business  upon  the  strength  of  Govern- 
ment deposits.    It  is  true  that  a  half  of  a  mil- 
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lion  may  be  placed  with  a  public  depository  to- 
day for  safe-keeping :  and  may  it  not  be  so, 
that  a  public  appropriation  for  some  unexpected 
and  unlooked-for  event  may  render  it  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  withdraw  at  once  the 
whole  amount  of  such  a  deposit;  and  if  the 
bank  had  previously  put  this  deposit  out  on 
loan — as  it  certainly  would  do,  under  the  de- 
posit act,  to  indemnify  it  against  the  daim  of 
the  Government  to  interest — might  it  not  be 
embarrassing  to  the  banks  to  answer  such  a  call 
from  the  Treasury  Department? 

The  great  uncertainty,  then,  both  as  to 
amount,  and  to  time,  which  must  attend  the 
deposits  of  the  pabUo  money,  cannot  fail  to  be 
regarded  by  sound  and  well-regulated  banks  as 
ft  great  objection  to  the  reception  of  the  Gov- 
ernment deposits.  If  the  banks  which  have 
been  aelected  under  the  deposit  act  of  June  23, 
1886,  should  be  called  upon  to  answer  the  in- 
quiry whether  the  Government  money  received 
by  them  in  deposit  has  been  a  benefit  to  their 
respective  institutions,  the  answer  of  the  solvent 
ana  stable  deposit  hanks  would  be — no ;  they 
have  been  an  injury,  rather  than  a  benefit. 
Trace  the  history  of  the  deposits  which  have 
been  made  with  the  banks  in  New  England, 
and  it  must  result,  from  the  great  uncertainty 
and  instability  which  has  attended  the  moneyed 
operations  of  the  Government,  that  the  deposits 
have  served  but  to  augment  their  pecuniary 
embarrassments.  Better,  then,  would  it  be  for 
them  and  for  the  Government  to  dissolve  the 
oonnection.  And,  Hr.  President,  the  people 
themselves,  for  whose  interest  there  has  been 
much  feeling  manifested  pending  the  debate 
upon  this  bill,  would  also  participate  in  the 
benefits  which  would  result  from  uie  adoption 
of  this  measure.  Men  would  become  steady 
and  settled  in  their  operations ;  there  would  no 
longer  be  given  to  property  an  inflated  and  fac- 
titioos  value ;  business  would  resume  its  accus- 
tomed channels;  and  the  excitement,  always 
temporary  and  always  dangerous,  (the  fruit  of 
any  extraordinary  expansion  of  paper  currency,) 
would  be  done  away ;  the  spirit  of  speculation 
and  overtrading  womd  be  checked ;  a  sound 
discretion  and  a  guarded  prudence  would  mark 
the  conduct  of  business  men,  and  give  character 
to  all  their  operations.  There  would  not,  and 
there  could  not  be,  that  constant  change  and 
revolution  in  the  value  of  property,  necessarily 
involving  in  its  consequences  the  fortune  and 
the  fate  of  thousands.  Let  the  Government, 
through  its  own  agents,  collect  and  hold  its 
revenues  exclusively  for  public  pun>oses;  let 
the  Grovemment  withhold  from  the  local  insti- 
tutions the  use  of  the  public  funds,  and  that 
wild,  extravagant,  and  adventurous  spirit  which 
has  pervaded  our  country  for  the  last  two  years, 
will  l)e  controlled  by  the  power  of  sober  judg- 
ment ;  and  if  such  would  be  the  consequences 
resulting  fh>m  the  adoption  of  this  measure, 
surely  the  people  would  greatly  participate  in 
the  benefits  of  the  system.  In  my  belief,  the 
Government,  the  banks,  and  the  people,  would 


derive  essential  advantages  fh>m  the  adoptiiu 
of  this  measure.  I  shall,  therefore,  Mr.  Pred- 
dent,  give  to  it  my  best  support  As  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  I  agreed  to  re- 
port the  bill.  The  discussion  wbi(£  has  takes 
place  since  the  bill  has  been  before  the  Senate 
— to  all  of  which  I  have  given  my  constant  at- 
tenti(H) — ^has  served  to  satisfy  my  own  mind  ot 
the  necessity,  policy,  and  justice,  of  the  mea»- 
ore.  I  deeply  regret  that  a  different  view  has 
been  taken  of  this  matter  by  other  gentlemen, 
for  whose  opinions  I  have  ever  entertained  a 
profound  respect ;  but  it  is,  I  trust,  but  an  hm- 
est  difference  of  opinion  on  a  leading  measure 
of  public  policy.  I  have  no  belief  that  any 
change  of  sentiment  can  be  accomplished ;  bn^ 
sir,  I  must  be  excused  for  noticing  some  of  the 
objections  which  have  been  made  on  Uiis  floor 
to  the  bill  now  under  consderation. 

First.  It  is  objected  that  the  bill  provides 
that  the  revenues  of  the  Government  should  be 
collected  and  disbursed  in  gold  and  silver ;  and 
from  the  consequence  given  to  this  objectioa 
to  the  measure  pending  the  debate,  the  iniier- 
ence  must  be  that  in  this  particular  a  great 
innovation  upon  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  contemplated,  and  mat  a  new  principle 
is  to  be  introduced  into  our  legislation ;  but,  so 
far  from  that  being  the  fact,  this  same  principle 
— this  special  provision — has  been  coexistent 
with  the  Government  itself.  By  the  act  to  re^ 
nlate  the  collection  of  duties,  (be.,  approvM 
July  21, 1789,  it  is  provided  "  that  the  duties 
and  fees  to  be  collected  by  virtue  of  sud  act, 
shall  be  received  in  gold  and  silver  coin  only." 
And  by  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  Febrn- 
ary,  1791,  creating  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  provid^  "  that  the  biUs  or  notes  of 
the  said  corporation,  originally  made  payable^ 
or  which  shall  have  become  payable  on  de- 
mand, in  gold  and  silver  coin,  shall  be  received 
in  all  payments  to  the  United  States."  The 
corporation  was  not,  by  the  terms  of  its  char- 
ter, made  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government ; 
nor  was  the  bank  made  the  depository  of  the 
public  revenues.  The  responsibility  of  the  col- 
lectors,  created  by  the  act  of  1TO9,  was  not 
transferred  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stat«& 
They,  and  they  alone,  were  directly  acooontaUe 
to  the  Government.  Their  duties  were  pre- 
scribed by  the  act,  and  were  not,  by  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank,  changed.  This  feature  of  tiie 
bill,  should  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  fhnn 
South  Carolina  be  adopted,  would  contain  no 
new  principle,  nor  introduce  any  new  practice. 
From  1789  to  1816,  such  was  the  usage  of  the 
Grovemment,  and  such  was  the  law  of  the  land. 
And  I  would  confidentiy  appeal  to  the  ex- 
perience of  the  people,  whether  the  material 
change  in  the  collection  and  disbursement  of 
tiie  public  revenues  which  took  place  on  the 
recharter  of  the  United  States  Bank  in  1818, 
and  the  subsequent  changes  which  have  taken 
place,  have  advanced  their  peace,  prosperity, 
and  happiness.  Under  the  system  which  was 
establisDed  in  1789,  and  practised  on  by  the 
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Ciovernment,  the  reveiraes  -were  collected  and 
disbursed  in  a  onrrencj  not  enbjeot  to  change 
or  deterioration,  bj  its  own  fiscal  agents,  di- 
rectly responsible  to  the  GrOTemment.  By  the 
act  of  1816,  reohartering  the  United  States 
Bank,  that  corporation  iras  made  the  responsi- 
ble fiscal  agent  of  the  Gk>Temnient.  All  the 
bills  or  notes  of  the  corporation,  without  any 
^scriminadon,  were  made  receivable  in  all 
payments  to  the  United  States.  And  the  act 
providea  farther,  "that  the  deposits  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  which 
tbe  said  bank  and  branches  thereof  may  be  es- 
tablished, shall  be  made  in  said  bank  or  branch- 
es;" and  "that  during  the  continnance  of  the 
act,  and  whenever  required  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  said  corporation  ahall  give 
the  necessary  iiuiilities  for  transferring  the  pub- 
lic funds  from  place  to  place,  within  the  United 
States,  and  for  distributing  the  same  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  creditors,  without  chai^," 
tee.  These  provisions  were  introduced,  by  way 
of  amendments  to  the  bill,  after  it  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  and  were,  I  believe, 
proposed  by  the  Senator  fh>m  Massachnsetts, 
thereby  materially  and,  as  it  has  operated,  in- 
juriously changing  the  whole  practice  of  the 
Government  in  relation  to  the  collection  and 
disborsement  of  the  public  funds. 

Had  the  bank  been  vested  with  no  other 
powers  by  the  act  of  1816,  than  were  conferred 
by  the  act  of  1791,  the  evils  which  have  since 
been  experienced  would  probably  have  been 
avoided.  It  was  its  intimate  connection  with 
fl>e  finances  of  the  country — ^it  was  the  control 
it  possessed  over  the  public  funds — it  was  the 
political  Influence  it  was  supposed  to  exercise 
— Qtat  awakened  the  Jealousy  of  the  American 
people,  and  excited  feelings  and  established 
opinions  hostile  to  the  continuance  of  such  an 
institation. 

A  second  objection  made  to  the  bill  is,  that 
it  in  effect  repeals  the  act  depositing  the  money 
of  the  Oovemment  with  the  local  banks,  and 
thereby  producing  great  injury  to  those  institu- 
tions. I  have  already  expressied  my  own  views 
as  to  the  effect  this  measure  would  have  upon 
State  banks.  And  all  I  wish  to  add  is,  that, 
untQ  local  banks  were  selected  as  public  depos- 
itories, for  the  first  forty  years  of  the  existence 
of  this  Government,  the  local  banking  institu- 
tions of  the  country  did  not  count  upon  any 
such  aid  from  the  Government  as  essential  to 
their  prosperity,  or  necessary  to  their  success. 

A  third  objection  to  the  bill  is,  that  it  creates 
one  currency  for  the  Government  and  another 
for  the  people. 

Was  there  any  complaint  of  this  sort  made 
nnder  the  act  of  1789 1  Was  there  then  one 
enrrencyfor  the  Government  and  another  for 
the  people  t  If  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
ftom  South  Oarolinabe  adopted,  after  1841,  the 
revenues  will-  be  received  in  gold  and  silver 
Only.  And  what  would  be  the  effect  of  such  a 
proceeding  ?  Would  the  gold  and  silver  receiv- 
ed for  the  pnblio  revenues  be  abstracted  from 


the  general  currency  ?  Woold  it  be  looked  np 
from  circulation  ?  Would  it  be  salted  down  in 
the  vaults  of  the  sub-Treasury  officer?  Na 
sir:  the  revenues  and  the  public  dues  would 
come  from  the  people,  and  they  would  be  dis- 
bursed to  the  people.  If  pidd  in  a  metallic  cur- 
rency to  our  flsod  agents,  the  same  currency 
would,  by  the  same  agents,  be  disbursed  to  the 
public  creditors.  The  history  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  shows,  that  at  the  commencement  of  each 
fiscal  year,  there  is  not  on  an  average  in  the 
public  Treasury,  subject  to  draft,  a  sum  exceed- 
ing six  millions  of  dollars.  I^  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  twenty  more  millions  have  been  re- 
ceived, a  like  amount  has  been  disboraed.  A 
sum  not  exceeding  six  nullicHia  of  specie,  then, 
would  ordinarily  be  the  balance  of  the  account 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fiscal  year ;  and  can  the  abstraction  ot 
six  from  more  than  eighty  millions  now  in  the 
country,  so  alarm  thefearsof  gentiemen  astolead 
them  to  the  conclusion  th^  the  consequence 
of  this  measure  will  be  the  establishment  of 
one  cnrrrency  for  the  Govemm«it,  and  a  differ- 
ent currency  for  the  people  ?  And  are  not  all 
of  the  people  ?  Are  men  holding  office  a  dis- 
tinct race  from  the  people?  And  can  it  be 
seriously  contended  that  the  revenues  received 
and  paia  out  to  public  creditors  u-e  withdrawn 
from  circulation,  and  from  the  care  of  the  peo- 
ple? No,  sir,  it  cannot  Debtors  and  creditors 
to  the  Government  are  parts  of  the  same  com- 
munity. They  are  of  the  people ;  and  their  re- 
lation to  the  Government  is  constantiy  chang- 
ing. To-day  one  may  be  a  creditor — to-mor- 
row he  may  be  a  debtor ;  and  I  cannot  con- 
ceive in  what  way  or  manner  the  adoption  of 
this  bill  would  create  one  currency  for  the  Gov- 
ernment and  another  for  the  people — ^wonld  es- 
tablish those  high  or  low  in  office— all  who 
have  claims  upon  the  Government — as  an  order 
of  men  possessing  peooliar  and  exclusive  priv- 
ileges. It  cannot  so  be.  The  objection  has  no 
foundation  in  traih. 

A  fourth  objection  is  made,  that  the  bill  di- 
vorces the  Government  from  the  banks.  The 
bill  separates  the  Government  from  the  banks 
in  no  other  way  than  it  says,  that  no  longer 
shall  the  banks  have  the  public  deposits  for  tiie 
purpose  of  expanding  and  enlaraing  their  paper 
currency.  This  is  the  divorce  about  which  Sea- 
ators  complain.  The  propriety  of  such  a  sepa- 
ration I  have  dready  discussed. 

Another  objection  made  to  this  measure  is, 
that  it  in  effect  destroys  the  credit  system,  un- 
der which  the  country  has  enjoyed  so  much 
pro^erity. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  credit,  as  contra- 
distinguished from  cash  payment,  has  been,  and 
may  be,  attended  with  consequences  most  ben- 
eficial to  the  prosperity  of  a  community ;  that 
it  stimulates  enterprise,  and,  when  properly  re- 
strained, cannot  fail  to  advance  private  inter- 
est; but  such  a  credit  system  needs  not  the 
protecting  care  of  the  Government.  It  is  the 
excess  of  credit  that  brings  danger,  distress,  and 
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disms;'.  It  is  that  uncontrolled  and  uncontrol- 
lable spirit  of  adventure  which  leads  to  disaster, 
embarrassment,  and  rain.  It  is  that  bold  and 
daring  passion  for  specnlation,  sustained  for  a 
time  on  credit,  which  pats  in  jeopardy  the  for- 
tunes of  individuals,  prostrates  the  best  efforts 
of  enterprise,  and  scatters  firebrands  and  death 
among  an  active  business  community.  Whence 
this  general  desolation  which  now  pervades  our 
land!  Whence  this  general,  this  universal  em- 
barrassment, which  now  prevails  through  the 
country  f  It  is  to  be  traced  to  a  most  injndi- 
dous  and  unwarrantable  expansion  of  the  credit 
system.  This  has  been  the  efficient  and  pro- 
ducing cause  of  the  pecuniary  distress  that  now 
extends  fi-om  Maine  to  Florida.  A  judicious,  a 
well-regulated  system  of  credit,  has  its  advan- 
tages in  every  community,  and  among  every 
class  of  our  citizens;  but  I  submit  whether, 
from  the  wofnl  experience  we  have  had,  we 
ought  to  wish  to  return  to  the  local  banks  the 
public  deposits,  if  thereby  an  enlargement  of 
Individual  credit  could  be  obtained,  and  a  cor- 
responding increase  of  a  paper  medium  ?  I  can- 
not doubt  what  would  be  the  response. 

The  accommodation  proposed  to  be  extended 
to  the  deposit  banks  is  a  relief  measure,  giving 
lame  to  those  institutions,  and  enabling  those 
institutions  to  give  time  to  their  debtors.  The 
warehouse  bill  is  a  great  relief  measure,  requir- 
ing cash  payment  for  importations  which  shall 
enter  into  the  consumption  of  the  country,  and 
relieving  the  people  and  the  Government  from 
the  very  evils  under  which  we  are  now  labor- 
ing—the abuse  of  the  credit  system. 

Each  and  all  these  measures  look  directly  to 
the  relief  df  the  Government  and  the  people ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  speculations  of  gen- 
tlemen here  and  elsewhere,  with  respect  to  the 
true  character  of  these  measures,  let  them  but 
be  adopted — the  banks,  the  merchants,  the  peo- 
ple, will  all  unite  in  expressing  to  their  authors 
their  deep  sense  of  gratitude. 


Fbidat,  September  29. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Sub-Treasury  bill. 

Ur.  BuoBANAK  sud :  Mr.  President,  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  the  commercial  and  manu- 
facturing classes  of  our  people  throughout  the 
Union  are  now  suffering  severely  un&r  one  of 
those  periodical  pressures  which  have  so  often 
afflicted  the  country.  Neither  has  the  agricul- 
tural and  other  interests  escaped  without  injury, 
although  they  have  not  suffered  to  the  same 
extent.  The  exhaustion  of  the  human  system 
does  not  succeed  a  high  degree  of  unnatural  ex- 
dtement  with  more  unerring  certainty  than 
that  a  depression  in  the  business  of  the  country 
must  follow  excessive  speculation.  The  one  is 
a  law  of  nature,  the  other  a  scarcely  less  uni- 
form law  of  trade.  The  degree  of  tins  depres- 
sion will  always  bear  an  exact  proportion  to 
the  degree  of  overaction.    As  many  degrees  as 


the  system  has  been  elevated  above  the  point 
of  healthy  action,  so  many  dM^rees  most  it  ask 
below,  iJter  the  effects  of  the  stimolos  have 
passed  away. 

What  has  been  the  history  of  the  country  in 
this  respect?    One  of  constant  vibratioD.  I 
can  speak  positively  on  this  sulgeot  in  regard 
to  the  period  of  time  since  I  came  into  pnUie 
life.    What  has  been  will  be  again.    The  budc 
causes  wUl  produce  the  same  effects.    We  can 
cherish  no  reasonable  hope  of  a  change  nnlest 
the  State  Legislatures  should  take  a  firm  tai 
decided  stand.    The  history  of  the  past  vill  be- 
come that  of  the  future.    This  year  we  biTe 
sunk  to  the  extreme  point  of  depression.   Tlie 
country  is  now  glutted  with  foreign  merduu- 
dise.    There  will,  therefore,  be  but  few  impor- 
tations.   All  our  efforts  are  now  directed  tow- 
ards the  payment  of  our  foreign  debt.  _  The 
next  year  the  patient  will  begin  to  recmit  bii 
exhausted   energies.    Domestic   mannfaotoret 
will  flourish  in  proportion  as  foreign  goodi  be- 
come scarce.    The  third  year,  a  uir  butines 
will  be  done.    The  country  will  present  a  flow- 
ishing  appearance.     Property  of  all  descrip- 
tions will  command  a  fair  price,  and  we  diall 
glide  along  smoothly  and  prosperonaly.  The 
fourth  or  the  fifth  yeor  the  era  of  extravagant 
speculation  will  return,  again  to  be  sncceeded 
by  another  depression.     At  successive  periods 
the  best  and  most  enterprising  men  of  the  coun- 
try are  crushed.     They  fall  rictimg  at  the 
shrine  of  the  insatiate  and  insatiable  Moloch  of 
extravagant  banking.    It  is  an  everlastiDg  ej- 
cle.    The  wise  man  says  there  is  no  new  thing 
under  the  sun ;  and  we  are  destined,  I  fear, 
again  and  again  to  pass  through  the  same  n- 
cissitudes.    The  aspect  is  perpetuaUy  cLanging, 
but  is  never  new. 

Senators  have  plumed  themselves,  and  tneir 
admirers  throughout  the  country  have  applaud- 
ed them,  as  being  wonderfully  sagacions  in 
their  predictions.  Their  respective  partisans 
are  ready  to  exclaim — 

"  Tbe  ipMt  of  deep  prapha^  be  Suth, 

£ze«MUiifcth»  Bine  SyWU  of  old  Bom*; , 

What'a  put  ud  whar*  to  come  he  am  deeoT. 

But  no  deep  penetration  into  futurity  was 
recfuired  to  make  these  prophecies.  Until  «■ 
istug  causes  shall  be  removed,  the  future  bw» 
be  the  counterpart  of  the  past.  . 

Whence  this  eternal  vioisritude  in  Ae  bua- 
ness  of  the  country.  What  is  the  secret  apriW 
of  aU  these  calamities  f  I  answer,  the  npint « 
enterprise,  so  natural  to  American  citizeia  ex- 
cited into  furious  action  by  the  stimulus  of  tt- 
cessive  banking.  It  operates  as  does  the  mtor 
ing  of  oxygen  gas  upon  the  human  mind,  orgmg 
it  on  to  every  extravagance  and  to  evoy  W' 

I  do  not  deny  that  several  subordinate  or- 
cumstances  have  operated  in  unison  with  tn 
grand  cause  to  make  the  present  (^t**^ 
more  severe  than  it  otherwise  might  have  oe^ 
Still  it  is  the  root  of  all  the  evil  It  »s  i^ 
chief  and  almost  the  only  source  from  *'*" 
the  existiog  distress  has  flowed. 
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I  yraa  not  a  member  of  thia  body  when  the 
diaenaeion  took  place  on  the  veto  *f  the  bank 
charter,  or  the  removal  of  the  deposits.  Al- 
though both  these  measures  received  my  cor- 
dial approbation,  jet  I  refi*ain  pnrposel  j  from 
replying,  at  this  late  period,  to  the  remarks 
-which  have  been  made  on  these  subjects.  They 
have  already  passed  into  history,  and  been 
sanctioned  by  the  public  approbation. 

Amongst  these  subsidiary  causes  of  the  ex- 
isting digress  may  be  enumerated  the  destmc- 
tioa  of  capital  by  the  great  fire  at  New  York, 
In  DeoemW,  1886.    The  wild  speculations  in 
ptiblio  lands,  and  in  Bi>]endid  towns  and  cities, 
upon  paper  throughout  the  Western  States. 
-which  withdrew  capital  from  the  commercial 
cities,  where  it  was  most  wanted,  to  portions 
of  the  country  where  it  was  not  required ;  and 
the  specie  circular,  if  you  please,  which,  how- 
ever wise  it  may  have  been  in  its  origin,  ought 
not,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  been  continued  in 
force  after  it  bad  performed  its  office  and  had 
checked  the  wild  speculations  in  public  lands. 
I  voted  in  favor  of  the  bill  at  the  last  session 
which  repealed  this  circular;  and,  under  the 
same  circumstances,  I  would  agfun  act  in  the 
same  manner.    Bat  permit  me  to  say  that  its 
effects  have  been  greatly  exaggerated.    It  did 
not  carry  to  the  West  any  thing  approaching 
the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  which  Senators 
have  estimated.    According  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  all  the  specie  .in 
all  the  Western  deposit  banks,  including  Mich- 
igan, but  little  exceeded  four  millions  of  dollars 
at  the  date  of  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
-^ents ;  and  in  the  south-western  deposit  banks 
it  did  not  amount  to  one  miUion  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.    I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire 
how  much  less  gold  and  silver  there  would 
have  been  in  these  depositories  had  the  specie 
circolar  never  existed.    Certain  it  is  that  the 
comparatively  small  amount  of  specie  which 
came  into  these  banks  in  consequence  of  this 
circular,  could  have  produced  but  an  inoon- 
tiderable  effect  on  the  business  of  our  commer- 
cial cities,  and  still  less  upon  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments. 

These  causes  may  have  made  the  revulsion  a 
little  more  severe ;  but,  had  they  never  existed, 
still  it  must  have  come  with  desolating  force. 

Senators  have  attributed  some  portion  of  the 
existing  distress  to  the  act  of  1834,  regulating 
the  standard  of  our  gold  coins.  They  have  not 
tdd  us,  and  they  cannot  tell  us,  how  this  act 
eoutd  have  produced  such  an  effect.  It  was 
no  party  measure,  and,  upon  its  passage,  there 
Vere  but  few,  I  believe  seven,  votes  against  it 
in  the  Senate.  It  was  a  measure  of  absolute 
necessity,  if  we  dedred  that  our  own  gold  coins 
diould  ever  circulate  in  this  country.  Before 
its  passage,  a  half  eagle,  as  an  article  of  mer- 
chandise, was  intrinsically  worth  about  five 
dollars  and  thirty-three  cents  in  silver,  whilst 
its  standard  value,  as  currency  under  our  laws, 
■was  only  five  dollars.  It  is  manifest,  therefore, 
that  eagles  and  half  eagles  never  oonld  have  en- 


tered linto  general  circulation  had  it  not  been 
for  the  passage  of  this  act,  which  is  now  con- 
demned. It  was  a  mere  a^ustment  of  the  rel- 
ative value  of  gold  to  silver,  according  to  the 
standard  of  other  nations;  and,  if  lam  not 
greatiy  mistaken  in  my  memory,  conformed  ez- 
actiy  in  this  particular  with  the  laws  of  Spain 
and  PortngaL 

I  have  been  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  the 
cause  of  the  hostility  of  Senators  to  this  neces- 
sary measure,  unless  it  be  from  a  feeling  similar 
to  that  which,  it  is  said,  made  a  distinguished 
gentieman  desire  to  kill  every  sheep  which 
came  in  his  way.  He  could  feel  no  personal 
hostility  to  these  innocent  and  harmless  ani- 
mals ;  but  was  such  a  violent  anti-tariff  man, 
that  the  sight  of  them  always  reminded  him  of 
our  woollen  manufactures.  Certainly  no  gentle- 
man can  entertain  any  objection  to  the  eagle 
and  half  eagle  themselves ;  but  they  may  remind 
Senators  of  the  efBcient  and  untiring  exerthwa 
of  the  Senator  ftom  Missouri  (Mr.  Bknton)  to 
introduce  a  gold  currency  into  circulation,  Aa 
gold,  they  may  like  these  coins ;  but,  as  Ben- 
tonian  mint  drops,  they  are  detestable. 

Senators  have  also  contended  that  the  present 
depressed  condition  of  the  country  has  been 
produced,  in  some  degree,  by  the  large  impor- 
tations of  specie  which  were  encouraged  by  the 
administration  of  General  Jackson.  I  shall  not 
be  diverted  fW)m  my  main  purpose  by  answer- 
ing this  objection  in  detail.  Even  if  their  po- 
rition  were  correct,  which  I  by  no  means  admit, 
that  more  gold  and  silver  had  been  forced  into 
the  country  than  our  necessities  demanded,  or 
the  fixed  laws  of  trade  would  have  ^stifled, 
still  the  effect  would  have  been  transient  and 
trifling.  It  would  have  immediately  flowed 
back  wrough  the  channels  of  commerce  to  the 
places  fi-om  whence  it  came,  until  the  par  of  ex- 
change  had  been  restored.  This  is  one  of  the 
flxed  and  invariable  laws  of  trade,  from  the 
obligation  of  which  we  can  never  be  released. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks  upon  this  subject,  in- 
volved himself  in  a  strange  contradiction.  At 
the  commencement  of  his  speech  he  deprecated, 
with  his  usual  eloquence  and  ability,  the  pdicy 
of  the  past  administration  in  forcing  specie  int^ 
this  cotmtry,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  trader 
Towuds  the  conclnnon,  when  his  fancy  became 
excited  by  the  contemplation  of  the  splendid 
Bank  of  the  United  States  which  it  was  his  pur- 
pose to  establish,  he  seemed  entirely  to  have 
changed  his  opiidon.  In  order  to  obtun  the 
necessary  amount  of  specie  capital,  he  propoeod 
that  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  millions  of 
this  bank  stock  should  be  transmitted  to  Europe 
and  sold  to  foreigners  in  exchange  for  gold  and 
rilver.  It  was  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  trader 
whidi  must  recoil  upon  us,  to  force  a  greater 
amount  of  specie  into  the  country  than  our  just 
propMtion,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  it  mto 
circulation  among  uie  people ;  but,  when  the 
purpose  is  to  furnish  a  apecie  capital  of  twenty 
or  twenty-five  millions  ror  a  new  bank  of  the 
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United  States,  then  all  difBoaltiea  vanish  from 
the  mind  of  the  gentleman. 

No,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  without  the  agency  of 
any  of  these  secondary  causes,  the  present  dis- 
tress most  have  come.  It  vas  inevitable  as 
fate.  No  ]&w  of  natnre  is  more  fixed,  than  that 
our  over-banking  and  our  over-trading  mnat 
have  produced  the  disastrous  results  under 
which  we  are  nov  Buffering. 

Li  this  crisis,  all  which  we  General  Govern- 
ment can  effect  is,  in  the  first  place,  to  withhold 
its  deposits  from  the  banks,  and  thus  refrain 
from  contributing  their  ftmds  to  swell  the  torrent 
of  wild  speculation ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  to 
restrain  the  extravagance  of  their  credits  and  is- 
sues, in  some  small  degree,  by  collecting  and  dis- 
bursing our  revenue  exclusively  in  specie,  or  in 
the  notes  of  banks  which  will  pay  the  iMtlances  due 
from  them  in  specie,  at  short  intervals.  To  ac- 
complish these  two  porpoees,  as  well  as  to  ren- 
der the  pnblic  revenue  more  secure,  are  the  ob- 
jects of  the  bill  and  amendment  now  before  the 
Senate. 

The  evils  of  a  redundant  paper  circulation 
are  now^manifeet  to  every  eye.  It  alternately 
raises  and  sinks  the  valne  of  every  man's  prop- 
erty. It  makes  a  beggar  of  the  man  to-mor- 
row who  is  induing  m  dreams  of  wealth  to- 
day. It  converts  the  business  of  society  into  a 
mere  lottery ;  whilst  those  who  distribute  the 
prizes  are  wholly  irresponsible  to  the  people. 
When  the  collapse  comes,  as  come  it  must,  it 
oasts  laborers  out  of  employment,  crushes  man- 
n&cturers  and  merchants,  and  ruins  thousands 
of  honest  and  industrious  citizens.  Shall  we, 
then,  by  our  policy,  any  longer  contribute  to 
such  fatal  results  t    That  is  the  question. 

The  system  of  extravagant  banking  benefits 
no  person  except  the  slirewd  speculator,  who 
knows  how  to  take  advantage  of  the  perpetual 
fluctuation  in  prices  which  a  rednnduit  paper 
currency  never  fails  to  produce.  He  sees,  in 
the  general  causes  which  operate  upon  the 
commercial  world,  when  money  is  about  to  be 
scarce,  and  when  it  will  become  plenty.  He 
studies  the  run  as  a  gambler  does  tiiat  of  the 
cards.  He  knows  when  to  buy  and  when  to 
sell,  and  thus  often  realizes  a  largo  estate  in  a 
few  happy  ventures.  Those  who  have  been 
initiatea  into  the  mysteries  of  the  paper  money 
maiket,  can  thus  accumulate  r^ia  fortunes  at 
the  expense  of  their  less  skilful  neighbors. 

The  question  before  the  Senate  is  not,  whether 
we  shall  divorce  the  Government  fiom  the 
banks.  The  banks  themselves  have  done  that 
already.  The  allianoe  is  already  dissolved.  T^ 
qaeetion  now  is,  shall  we,  with  all  the  expe- 
nenoe  of  the  past,  restore  this  ill-fated  union  ? 
No  propitious  divinities  woidd  grace  the  new 
nuptials ;  but  the  fatal  sisters  would  be  there 
ready  again  to  cut  the  cord  at  the  first  approach 
of  difficulty  and  danger. 

The  Senator  from_  Virginia  (Mr.  RrvKs)  has 
appealed  to  us  in  th'e  name  of  consistency  to 
support  his  amendment.  But  circumstances 
baT«  entirely  chaaged  snoe  we  voted  for  it  at 


the  last  session.  Then  the  union  existed  be- 
tween the  Innks  and  the  Treasury,  and  his  bOl 
pre8cril>ed  the  relative  duties  of  the  contracting 
parties.  Now  the  contract  is  at  an  end.  The 
banks  have  violated  its  fundamental  obligations, 
and  the  Government  is  free.  The  preliminary 
question  now  is,  shall  we  enter  into  a  new  al- 
liance. We  must  first  determine  that  we  shall, 
before  any  question  of  consistency  can  arise. 
Should  we  again  connect  ourselves  with  the 
banks,  then,  and  not  till  then,  can  we  be  called 
upon  to  adopt  rules  regulating  the  nnion.  The 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  pro- 
ceeds upon  the  assumption  that  our  former  re- 
lations are  to  be  restored.  I  oppose  the  amend- 
ment mainly  because  I  am  hostile  to  this  re- 
union. If  Congress  Bb<mld  first  determine  to 
restore  the  old  relations  between  the  partiet^ 
then,  and  not  till  then,  might  there  be  some 
force  in  an  ^ipeal  to  our  consistency. 

We  are  left  at  this  moment  entirely  free  to 
decide  what  is  best  to  be  done  with  the  pablie 
money.  To  use  Ute  language  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  CAiiHonv,)  we  have 
reached  a  point  from  whence  we  are  about  te 
take  a  new  departure.  But  three  courses  have 
been,  or  in  the  natnre  of  things  can  be,  {H-eseot- 
ed  for  our  selection.  We  must  either  deposit 
the  public  money  in  a  bank  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  created  for  that  purpose ;  or  re- 
store it  to  the  State  banks ;  or  provide  for  its 
safe  custody  in  the  hands  of  our  own  c^Scen, 
without  the  agency  of  any  bank,  State  ornationaL 

And,  first,  in  r^ard  to  the  creation  of  an- 
other bank  of  the  United  States.  It  was  not  my 
pnrpose,  at  this  time,  to  offer  my  ob^ecti<»a  hi 
detail  to  such  an  institution.  Even  if  I  had  in- 
tended to  present  my  views  fully  upon  this 
subject,  the  overwhelming  vote  of  the  Senate 
on  Tuesday  last,  against  uie  establiriiment  of 
such  a  bank,  wooid  warn  me  to  forbear.  It 
would  be  labor  lost  and  time  expended  in  vain. 
I  shall  content  myself,  therefore,  with  a  few 
general  observations  upon  this  branch  ot  the 
subject,  and  a  short  reply  to  some  of  the  re- 
marks which  have  been  made  by  the  advocates 
of  a  new  bank. 

In  my  opmion,  the  most  alarming  dangers 
which  would  result  from  such  an  institattoo, 
have  never  yet  been  presented  in  bold  relief 
before  the  people.  This  has  arisen  fi<mi  the 
onnatural  position  of  that  institntioa  towards 
the  Government.  We  have  seen  it  stmgriing 
against  Executive  power ;  and  its  efforts  taave 
been  tremendous.  They  would  have  beoa  irre- 
sistible against  any  other  President  than  An- 
drew Jackson.  As  it  was,  the  conflict  was  of 
the  most  portentous  character,  and  shook  the 
Union  to  its  centre.  But  we  have  witnessed 
the  exception,  not  the  rule.  It  is  the  natural 
ally,  not  the  enemy,  of  power.  Wealth  and 
power  necessarily  attract  each  other,  and  are 
always  ready  to  rush  to  each  other's  embrace. 
In  the  language  once  used  by  a  distinguiahed 
orator,  now  no  more,  (Mr.  Bandolph,)  "  male 
and  female  created  ba  Uiem."    Su^^oBe  GcBr 
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eral  Jacdcsea  and  the  bank  had  been  in  alUanoe, 
and  not  in  oppomtioii.  What,  then,  might  have 
been  the  oonseqnenoes,  had  he  been  an  enemy 
to  the  Kbertiea  of  his  ooontry  ?  Armed  -nith  all 
the  power  and  all  the  patronage  which  belong 
to  ihe  President  of  the  United  States,  enjoying 
nnbomtded  popolarit;',  and  vieldins  the  com- 
bined wealA  ot  the  oonntrj  through  the  agen- 
tsj  of  tills  all-powerfiil  bank  and  its  branches, 
planted  in  every  portion  of  the  Union ;  can  any 
man  aaj  tiiat  oar  liberties  woold  not  have  been 
in  danger  ?  All  the  forms  of  the  oonstitntion 
m^fat  hwre  renudned;  the  people  might  still 
hare  been  flattered  with  the  idea  of  electing 
their  own  officers ;  but  the  animating  spirit  of 
our  free  institntions  would  have  departed  for- 
ever. A  secret,  ,an  all-pervading  influence, 
would  hare  sapp^  the  foundations  of  liberty 
and  made  it  an  empty  ^lame.  Under  such  oir- 
emnstances,  a  President  might  always  select 
his  snoceasor.  Bat,  thank  heayen,  the  danger 
has  passed  away,  and  I  trost  forever. 

If  SQT  of  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the  Hoaae 
who  advocate  the  establishment  of  a  national 
bank,  should  be  elected  President — and  if  their 
p(ditiiBal  principles  are  to  prevail  with  a  minor- 
ity ot  Che  people  of  this  country,  that  minority 
coold  not  make  a  better  selection — in  what  git- 
nation  diall  we  be  placed?    One  of  the  first 
meaaorea  of  the  administration  would  be  to  es- 
tablidt  a  magnificent  bank  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  capital  of  at  least  fifty  millions  of  dollars, 
and  with  branohea  throughout  the  different 
States.    A  feeling  of  gratitude  towards  their 
creator  woold  raider  them  sabsMrvient  to  his 
wilL    It  would  be  their  pride  and  their  pleas- 
I  ore  to  promote  his  influence  -and  extend  his 
power.    We  should  have,  no  more  wars  be- 
tween the  bank  and  the  Government.    They 
would  move  on  harmonioudy  together.     In 
O&BT  days,  the  time  might  arrive  when  the 
bank  would  be  used  by  some  bad  and  aspiring 
Pre^dent  aa  a  powernil  instrmnoit  to  subvert 
the  liberties  of  his  coontry. 

Even  if  such  a  bank  could  better  regulate  the 
currency  and  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the 
country  than  any  other  instrument,  still  it 
woidd  be  infinitely  better  to  bear  the  ills  we 
have,  than  to  endanger  the  existence  or  the 
pori^  of  onr  free  institutions. 

But  would  such  a  bank  control  and  regulate 
the  iasnee  of  the  State  banks  ?  I  answer,  no. 
It  would  not,  if  it  conld ;  it  could  not,  if  it 
vouM.  In  the  afi'airs  of  human  life,  if  you  ex- 
pect one  agent  to  restrain  and  control  another, 
yon  ought  to  render  either  their  interests  or 
their  imdinations  diflinrait  and  counteracting. 
'  To  accomplish  this  pnrpoK,  they  must  be  "  an- 
tagonistical "  to  each  outer.  When  such  agents 
•n  ooiporations,  this  ia  emphatically  true. 
Peculiarly  governed  by  self-interest,  they  feel 
no  enthusiaam  unless  it  be  to  make  larae  divi- 
dends for  their  stockholders.  Now,  a  bank  of 
the  United  States  would  have  precisely  the 
naae  interest  with  the  State  banks  in  making 
extravagant  loans  and  iasnes.    Whenever,  in. 


their  estimation,  they  could  extend  their  ac- 
commodations, without  endangering  their  own 
security,  they  would  pursue  that  course.  This 
is  the  powerM  instinct  of  self-interest.  You 
cannot  change  the  fixed  laws  which  govern 
human  nature,  by  making  men  directors  and 
stockholders  in  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  a  large  moneyed 
corporation,  having  in  view  solely  its  own  in- 
terests, will  voluntarily  become  the  regnlator 
of  the  pu>er  currency  of  a  great  nation,  and 
prevent  toose  ruinous  oontradions  and  expan- 
sions under  which  both  Enj^d  and  this  coun- 
try have  periodically  sufifered.  It  would  be 
easy  for  me  to  prove,  at  least  to  my  own  satia- 
&ction,  that,  in  point  of  fact,  neither  the  first 
nor  the  last  Bank  of  the  United  States  ever 
did  exercise  a  regular  and  efficient  control  over 
the  issues  of  the  State  banks.  On  the  contra- 
ry, whenever  their  interest  impelled  them  to 
extend  their  own  issues,  they  have  pursued  this 
course,  and  thus,  instead  of  checking,  they  have 
given  loose  reins  to  the  State  banks.  Both  the 
one  and  the  others  have  thus  rushed  together, 
and  have  together  ministered  to  that  spirit  M 
over-trading  and  extravagant  q>ecnlation  whidi 
has  so  often  desolated  our  country.  To  pursue 
such  a  course  of  illustration  would,  however, 
be  to  revive  the  old  controversy;  to  tnaa 
the  ground  which  has  been  so  often  trodden, 
and  to  divert  me  from  that  which  more  essen- 
tially belongs  to  the  present  question. 

The  mistake  committed  in  regard  to  the  de- 
posit banks,  was  the  belief  that  tibey  would  be 
able  and  willing  to  restrain  the  issues  of  the 
other  State  banks.  Fortified  with  the  public 
deposits,  and  numerous  as  they  were,  they 
might  possibly  have  done  something  towards 
the  accomplishment  of  such  a  purpose.  But, 
bank  like--Luman  nature  like — mstead  of  aim- 
ing at  any  such  result,  the  Government  de- 
posits became  the  instrument  in  their  hands  of 
still  more  extravagant  credits  and  circulation. 
Their  objects  seemed  to  be  not  to  restrain,  bnt 
to  give  loose  reins  to  the  o&er  banks  and  to 
themselves,  and  thereby  increase  their  own 
profita. 

Apprehenncms  have  been  expressed,  and  no 
doubt  felt,  in  the  course  of  this  debatis,  lest  a 
perpetuation  of  the  divorce  which  now  ezisto 
between  the  Treasury  and  the  banks,  might 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  a  bank  of  the 
United  States.  This  event  would,  in  my  opin- 
ion, be  much  more  probable  should  the  late 
system  be  restored.  It  is,  therefore,  natural 
that  the  friends  of  such  a  bank  should  be  in 
favor  of  this  restoration.  In  such  an  event, 
let  war  come  when  it  may,  you  will  then  not 
only  be  deprived  of  your  own  treasures,  bnt 
specie  payments  will  be  suspended,  the  currency 
of  the  whole  country  will  be  deranged,  and 
you  will  not  be  able  to  collect  taxes  from  the 
people,  unless  it  be  in  depreciated  paper.  At 
such  a  crisis,  a  Bank  of  the  United  States 
becomes  inevitable.  Let  us  then  keep  oar 
money  under  our  own  oontroL    Let  os  always 


Digitized  by 


Google 


426 


ABBIDaHBNT  OF  THE 


SBUIB.J 


Bab-Htatmf  SiU. 


[SansMBB,  18S7. 


have  it  ready  for  use  when  it  is  required.  Let 
ns  depend  upon  no  banks,  whether  State  or 
national,  for  this  purpose. 

It  may  be  said  that  although  the  banks  have 
SQspended  specie  payments,  yet  the  deposits 
whic^  we  have  made  with  them  will  eventually 
be  paid.  This  may,  or  it  may  not  be.  I  doubt 
extremely  on  that  point.  U  the  event  were 
certain,  however,  this  is  no  answer  to  the 
objections  against  employing  such  depositories. 
In  the  day  of  danger  they  cease  to  be  banks. 
Your  money,  which  is  the  sinew  of  war,  is 
withheld  from  you  at  the  hour  of  your  utmost 
need.  Your  resources  are  dried  up,  and  your 
energies  paralyzed,  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  utmost  energetic  energies  are  demanded. 
It  would  be  but  a  poor  consolation,  either  to 
the  Government  or  people  of  this  country, 
that,  after  having  suffered  all  the  evils  and 
calamities  of  such  a  catastrophe,  the  commis- 
sioners of  insolvency  should  finally  pay  them 
twenty  shillings  in  the  pound. 

In  the  second  place,  I  am  opposed  to  return- 
ing to  the  OT-stem  of  deporit  banks,  because  I 
feel  no  confidence  that,  upon  a  second  trial,  it 
would  prove  better  than  it  did  on  the  first. 
From  the  very  nature  and  present  organization 
of  our  State  banking  institutions,  they  must  go 
from  bad  to  worse.  Their  tendency. is  down- 
ward, and  unless  arrested  by  the  vigorous  action 
of  the  State  Governments,  the  whole  system 
must  rush  to  inevitable  ruin.  I  defy  the  art 
of  man  to  devise  a  worse  banking  system  than 
that  which  prevails  throughout  this  country. 
The  model  of  it  upon  paper  was  the  Bank  of 
England ;  but  the  whole  capital  of  this  bank  is 
vested  in  loans  to  this  Government,  and  is 
therefore  as  secure  as  the  Government  itself. 
Such  is  not  the  condition  of  any  of  our  institu- 
tions. The  public  h^ve  no  security  that  the 
whole  amount  of  their  capital  stock  may  not 
be  squandered  ■,  and  the  fact  is,  according  to 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  that  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  of  our  banks  broke  between  18H 
and  1830. 

These  banks,  or  all  of  them  with  which  I  am 
acquainted,  enjoy,  under  their  charters,  a  priv- 
ilege which  exempts  their  stockholders,  in  their 
individual  oi^aoity,  from  the  payment  of  any 
of  the  notes  or  debts  due  by  the  corporation, 
in  case  it  should  become  insolvent.  There  is, 
I  believe,  no  restriction  anywhere  upon  the 
amount  of  their  profits  or  dividends,  unless  it 
be  a  trifling  tax.  And  they  are  nowhere  re- 
quired to  luive  any  fixed  proportion  of  specie 
in  their  vaults,  compared  with  the  amount  of 
their  circulation  and  deposits;  certainly  they 
are  not  in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent. 

If  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  and  my- 
self enter  tuto  a  partnership  to  prosecute  any 
business,  and  the  partnership  should  fail,  the 
private  fortunes  of  each  of  us  would  be  respon- 
sible for  the  debts  of  the  concern.  The  part- 
ners and  shareholders  in  the  private  or  joint- 
stock  banks  of  England  are  placed  in  the  same 


situation.  No  holder  of  such  bank  notes  m 
that  country,  none  of  their  depositors,  can  lose 
one  dollar,  until  after  the  private  fcH-tunes  of 
all  the  stockholders  shall  have  been  exhausted. 
This  is  a  great  security  to  the  public.  Not  ao 
the  bankers  in  this  country.  They  are  a  priv- 
ileged class.  That  business  which  is  more  prof- 
itable than  any  other  is  conducted  withoat  any 
such  risk.  Cupidity  is  unrestrained  by  any 
such  apprehension.  It  has  a  &ir  field  to  dis- 
play itself.  Each  man  puts  into  the  concern  the 
amount  of  his  stock.  When  that  is  pud,  the 
bank  proceeds  to  make  money  as  fiast  as  it  can, 
without  the  fear  of  future  responsibility.  How 
great  is  the  temptation  to  excMS  I  These  banks 
create  money  as  if  by  magic,  in  the  form  of 
bank  notes  or  bank  credits  These  they  ex- 
change with  individuals  for  their  own  notes  or 
bills  of  exchange,  discounting  a  high  rate  of 
interest  from  their  face.  Their  extravagant 
issues  and  credits  gave  a  stimulus  to  extrava- 
gant speculations ',  and  our  past  history  proves 
that  the  more  they  loan,  the  greater  is  the 
demand  for  new  loans.  The  supply  never 
eqnals  the  demand.  The  last  few  years  ha* 
been  the  golden  age  for  banks.  I  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  their  profits  in  different 
portions  of  the  Union.  I  am  sony  that  the 
deposit  law  did  not  require  the  deposit  banks 
to  return  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Teasnry  the 
amount  of  their  dividends.  From  all  the  in- 
formation which  I  have  received,  they  have 
been  enormous.  The  Senator  from  Geor^ 
(Mr.  Kino)  has  informed  us  that  the  banks  in 
the  city  where  he  resides  (Augusta)  have 
divided,  during  the  last  year,  at  the  rate  oi 
fifty  per  cent,  per  annum. 

When  a  bank  fails,  what  classes  of  society  * 
are  most  likely  to  sufifer  from  the  explosion  t 
Who  do  you  suppose,  Mr.  Pre«dent,  held  the 
notes  of  the  hundred  and  sixty-five  banks  that 
proved  insolvent  between  18H  and  1830? 
Not  the  shrewd  man  of  business,  not  the  keen 
speculator;  because  they  snuff  the  danger 
from  afar.  It  was  the  honest  and  industrious 
classes  of  society,  who  are  without  suspidiHi, 
and  whose  pursuits  in  life  do  not  render  them 
familiar  with  the  secret  Mebarj  of  banking. 

We  are  now  just  experiencing  another  great 
evil  which  has  resulted  from  the  extravagant 
loans  and  issues,  and  consequent  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks.  The  country  is 
now  deluged  with  small  notes,  vulgarly  caUed 
shin  plasters.  They  are  of  every  form  and 
every  denomination  between  five  cents  and  five 
doUwrs;  and  they  are  issued  by  every  indi- 
vidual and  every  corporation  who  think  pn^)er. 
It  is  impossible  for  the  poor  man  to  say  he  will  , 
not  take  them ;  for  there  is  scarcely  any  silver 
change  in  circulation  anywhere.  He  most 
receive  them  for  his  labor,  or  starve. 

The  p(4>er  on  which  these  small  notes  an 
printed  is  often  so  bad,  and  they  are  so  inarti- 
ficially  ^t  op,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
dtstingnish  between  the  counterfeit  and  the 
genoine.    To  counterfeit  them  has  become  a 
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regular  basineas,  and  it  has  been  carried  to  a 
great  extent. 

Onr  cnrrenoj  belov  fire  dollars  now  consists 
of  this  omnbined  mass  of  genuine  and  counter- 
feit shin  plasters ;  and  vaaaj  of  the  counterfeits 
are  intrinsically  of  equal  value  with  the  genn- 
ine.  Some  are  payable  in  one  medium  and 
some  in  another.  Some  on  demand,  and  others 
have  years  to  ran  before  they  reach  maturity. 
The  very  moment  the  banks  resnme  specie  pay- 
ments, this  mass  of  illegal  and  wortnless  cur- 
rency will  be  rendered  entirely  nseless.  It  will 
fall  dead  in  the  hands  of  its  holders,  and  these 
will  be  chiefly  the  very  men  who  are  least  able 
to  bear  the  loss.  A  scene  of  confusion  and 
distress  will  tlien  be  presented  which  I  need 
not  describe.  Such  is  one  of  the  effects  of 
extravagant  banking. 

There  is  a  dass  of  society  for  whom  I  have 
ever  felt  a  deep  interest,  whose  attention  I 
should  gladly  awaken  to  the  evils  of  an  exces- 
sive iasne  of  paper  currency — ^I  mean  our  do- 
mestio  manofaotniers.  Do  they  not  perceive 
that  all  the  protection  which  onr  laws  afford 
them  is  r^idered  almost  entirely  useless  by  the 
extravagant  amount  of  bank  notes  now  in  cir- 
culation ? 

It  has  been  stated  in  general  terms,  by  those 
who  best  understand  Sie  subject  of  political 
economy,  that  if  yon  double  the  amount  of  the 
circnlating  medium  of  a  country,  yon  thereby 
double  the  nominal  price  of  every  article.  "  If, 
when  the  circulating  mediam  is  fifty  millions, 
an  article  should  cost  one  dollar,  it  would  cost 
two,  l^  without  any  increase  of  the  uses  of  a 
circulating  mediam,  the  quantity  should  be  in- 
creased to  a  hundred  millions."  Although  we 
cannot  apply  strict  arithmetical  rules  to  this 
subject,  yet  all  will  admit  that  the  proposition 
is  sabstantially  correct  Let  us  then  suppose 
that  onr  currency  has  reached  saoh  a  point  of 
depreciation,  when  compared  with  that  of  our 
rivals  in  foreign  countries,  that  an  article  which 
oonld  be  manufactured  abroad  for  one  dollar, 
would  cost  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  at  home ; 
and  what  is  the  consequence  ?  A  premium  of 
fifty  per  cent  is  thus,  in  effect,  given  to  foreign 
manufactures  over  those  of  domestic  origin. 
•For  example;  A  piece  of  broadcloth  costs 
one  hundred  dollars  to  the  French  manufac- 
turer; he  brings  it  here  for  sale;  and,  on 
account  of  the  depreciation  in  our  currency,  he 
receives  for  it  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ; 
what  advantage  does  he  thus  obtain?  Being 
the  citizen  of  a  foreign  country,  he  will  not 
accept  our  bank  notes  in  payment.  He  will 
take  nothftg  home  except  gold  and  silver,  or  a 
bill  of  exchange,  which  is  equivalent  He  does 
not  expend  this  money  here,  where  he  would 
be  compelled  to  support  his  family,  and  to 
purchase  his  1alK>r  and  materials,  at  the  same 
rate  of  prices  which  the  domestic  manufacturer 
is  compelled  to  pay.  The  depreciation  in  our 
carrency  below  the  standwd  of  that  of  France 
or  England  is,  therefore,  equivalent  to  a  pro- 
pOTtionate  direct  protection  to  the  foreign  over 


the  domestic  manufacturer.  The  conclusion  is 
inevitable.  It  cannot  be  denied.  It  is  impos- 
sible that  our  manufacturers  should  long  be 
able  to  sustain  such  an  nneqnal  competition. 
They,  above  all  men,  ought  to  exert  their  great 
influence  for  the  purpose  of  confining  the  paper 
currency  of  onr  country  within  some  reasonable 
limits.  The  fate  of  the  great  interest  in  which 
they  have  embarked  depends  npon  it. 

Our  farmers  in  the  grain-growing  States  are 
placed  in  a  ramilar  situation.  The  amount  of 
our  currency  must  be  diminished,  or  foreign 
wheat  will  continue  to  be  imported  for  domes- 
tic consumption.  The  fanner  in  the  north  of 
Grermany  will  be  able  to  undersell  us  in  onr 
own  markets. 

The  banks,  by  their  reftasal  to  pay  specie, 
have  now  placed  themselves  in  the  power  of 
the  State  Governments.  They  have  forfeited 
their  charters,  and  it  now  remfuns  for  the  differ- 
ent Legislatures  to  decide  upon  what  terms 
they  shall  be  restored.  Amidst  the  general 
misfortunes  of  the  country,  it  Is  one  sonrce  of 
consolation  that  the  banks  have  placed  them- 
selves within  the  power  of  the  people.  Had 
they  not  done  this  by  their  own  conduct,  we 
know  that  a  numerous  and  powerful  party 
exists  in  this  country  who  consider  a  charter 
of  incorporation  so  sacred  that  no  State  Legis- 
lature, by  any  future  law,  could  ever  restrict 
their  own  biuiks  from  issning  notes  under  ten 
dollars,  if  their  charter  anthorized  them  to 
issue  notes  of  a  less  denomination.  According 
to  the  doctrines  of  this  party,  all  power  over 
the  paper  circulation  of  the  country,  which  is 
one  of  the  highest  attributes  of  sovereignty 
belonging  to  the  States,  has,  by  them,  been 
irrevocably  transferred  to  eight  hundred  banks. 
Thank  Heaven  I  every  di£Bcalty  on  that  subject 
is  now  removed ;  and  it  will  depend  upon  the 
wisdom  and  firmness  of  these  Legislatures, 
whether  we  shall  have  a  sound  pqier  carrency 
in  time  to  come,  proportioned  in  amount  to  the 
wants  of  the  people,  and  placing  the  banks 
themselves  in  a  secure  condition ;  or  whether 
we  shall  again  be  overwhelmed  with  a  deluge 
of  p^>er  money  and  all  its  attendant  evils.  If 
they  will  but  secure  a  s^ie  basis  for  our^ 
paper  circulation,  by  prohibiting  the  issue  of  * 
D^ik  notes,  at  first  under  ten  doUars,  and  after- 
wards under  twenty ;  if  they  will  render  the 
stockholders  of  banks  personally  responsible, 
at  least  for  the  amount  of  notes  which  they 
may  issue ;  if  they  will  limit  the  dividends  of 
the  banks  to  a  reasonable  profit  on  the  invest- 
ment of  the  stockholders ;  if  they  will  require 
the  banks  to  keep  a  just  proportion  of  specie 
in  their  vaults  compared  with  their  circulation 
and  deposits ;  and,  above  all,  if  they  will  adjust 
the  whole  amount  of  bank  notes  to  be  issued 
to  the  wants  of  the  people,  upon  principles 
which  have  been  sanctioned  by  experience,  so 
as  to  prevent  ruinous  fluctuations  in  the  amount 
of  our  currency — ^then,  indeed,  the  evils  which 
we  have  suffered  will  be  compensated  by  the 
benefits  we  are  destined  to  enjoy.    Bat  I  con- 
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fees  I  dread  tbe  result  We  are  a  strange  peo- 
ple. The  lessons  of  ezperienoe  m^e  bnt  a 
feeble  impression  on  our  minds.  We  rise  with 
so  much  buoyancy  from  our  misfortunes,  that 
-nrhen  they  have  passed  away  they  are  instantly 
forgotten.    Should    the  banks  resume  specie 

gayments  before  or  shortly  after  the  next  meet- 
ig  of  our  State  Legislatures,  and  the  current 
begin  to  run  smoothly  again,  I  fear  that  no  such 
changes  will  be  made  in  the  existing  bank 
charters,  and  that  we  must  await  the  event  of 
another  crisis,  which  would  then  be  inevitable. 

Until  these  or  some  such  restrictions  shall 
have  been  imposed  by  the  States  on  their 
banks,  they  never  can,  they  never  will,  become 
secure  depositories  for  the  revenues  of  the 
Government. 

In  tbe  third  place,  the  union,  which  is  now 
dissolved,  between  the  banks  and  the  Treasury, 
ought  not  to  be  restored;  because  the  public 
deposits  would  again  become  the  fruitful  source 
of  over-issues  and  extravagant  speculation. 
We  have  no  power  to  regulate  the  State  banks; 
bnt  we  can  withhold  from  them  our  revenue, 
and  thus  prevent  them  fi'om  using  our  means 
for  the  purpose  of  deranging  the  business  of 
society.  If  we  cannot  eradicate,  we  are  not 
bound  to  aggravate  the  radical  sin  of  their 
constitution.  If  we  cannot  prevent,  we  need 
not  become  accomplices  in  tneir  misconduct. 
But  I  have  already  incidentally  said  so  much 
in  the  course  of  my  remarks  on  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  that  I  need  not  trouble  the  Senate 
with  any  farther  observations. 

In  the  fourth  place  the  divorce  now  subsist- 
ing between  the  Treasury  and  the  banks  ought 
to  be  rendered  perpetual,  because  of  their  sup- 
posed or  actual  subserviency  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  dangerous  influence  whioh  might 
be  exerted  over  them  by  the  Exeontive. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that, 
hitherto,  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  exert 
such  an  influence;  yet  every  effort  has  been 
used  by  a  portion  of  the  press  to  produce  such 
an  impression.  These  institutions  have  been 
denounced  as  "  the  pet  banks  "  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  they  have  been  charged  with  grant- 
ing peculiar  favors  to  the  minions  of  Executive 
Sower.  True  or  &l8e,  this  charge  has  pro- 
nced  some  effect  on  the  public  mind.  Besides, 
all  the  transactions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  these  banks,  rendered  neoessaiy 
by  existing  laws,  have  been  denounced  as  tam- 
pering wiui  the  currency.  And  thus  the  ad- 
miniiiration  is  always  bluned  for  every  disaster 
which  ooonrs  in  tiie  money  market.  A  oon- 
nestion  with  these  banks  is  thus  made  to 
assume  a  political  character,  and  is  mixed  up 
with  all  the  party  strife  of  the  day.  The 
public  mind  is  inflamed  npon  the  Bubiect,  and 
tbe  public  suspicion  is  exdted.  This  is  an  evil 
whioh  can  only  be  avoided  by  a  permanent 
divorce  between  bank  and  State. 

But  again :  If  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
were  disposed  to  exert  an  improper  influence 
over  these  banks,  with  what  prooigious  eCfoet 


might  they  not  be  used  to  accomplish  his  pnr- 
poses.  At  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  there  were  eighty-six  deposit  bsjcs 
planted  throughout  our  country.  The  letters 
which  were  read  the  other  day  by  the  Senator 
flrom  Mississippi  (Mr.  Walkbb)  prove  how  low 
some  of  the  State  banks  were  willing  to  cringe 
in  order  to  obtain  the  deposits.  Their  langmge 
is  unworthy  of  the  proud  bearing  which  oo^t 
to  characterize  American  freemen.  It  proTes 
at  least,  that  some  of  them  are  not  very  ecrrs^ 
Ions,  when  "thrift  will  follow  fawning."  Sodi 
was  the  anxiety  to  obtain  a  portion  of  this 
boon,  that  two  of  the  most  respectable  btnb 
of  the  dty  of  Philadelphia  procured  resolutions 
to  be  passed  in  the  House  of  Bepresentadra 
of  Pennsylvania,  recommending  them  to  Am 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  depositories  of  tli« 
public  money ;  and  these  resolutions  were  sent 
to  my  colleague  and  myself^  with  a  request  thit 
we  might  exert  our  influence  to  accomplish  ibis 
purpose.  Eighty-six  aflSliated  banks,  8catt««d 
over  every  State,  and  intent  upon  a  oonanos 
object,  could  exert  an  immense  political  power. 
An  ambitious  and  able  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury might  use  them  with  prodigious  eflfeet  hi 
order  to  make  himself  Preiddent.  And  fliii 
could  be  done  with  the  grei^r  effect  became 
it  would  escape  detection.  The  agent  of  the 
banks  at  Washington  city  might  be  used  as  the 
instrument,  and  all  the  necessary  mewim 
might  be  adopted  in  the  secret  psdors  of  the 
bank  directors  throughout  the  country.  A  con- 
certed movement  might  thus  be  made  in  erety 
portion  of  the  Union  at  the  same  moment 
which  would  almost  be  irresistible. 

I  do  not  know  but  that  such  a  lea^e  of 
associated  banks  might  be  rendered  more  dan- 
gerous than  even  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 
This  bank  would  have  its  rights  and  its  dnties 
defined  by  law.  It  could  dum  the  Govern- 
ment deposits,  and  that  its  notes  shoold  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  Government  dues, 
under  the  provisions  of  its  charter.  Bnt  the 
selection  or  these  depositories,  the  amonnt  rf 
the  public  money  which  they  shall  receive, 
how  long  they  shall  retain  it,  in  what  man- 
ner they  shall  conduct  their  banks,  all,  «J' 
is  left  to  Executive  discretion.  What  a  boffli^ 
less  field  for  Executive  patronage  I  Ana 
yet  the  administration  which  anxionay  aeffl» 
to  surrender  this  ftTiitful  source  of  p«il»» 
power,  has  been  charged  with  dedgns  or  et 
tending  Executive  patronage?  And  f*""*** 
reason  ?  Simply  because  it  proposes  t^i*'  ~J 
existing  officers  of  the  Govemmeat,  withOT* 
adding  one  to  their  number,  shouw  be  snoeti- 
tnted  as  the  depositories  of  the  public  inon^ 
instead  of  these  banks.  Even  if  it  sbonM  »• 
oome  necessary  to  appoint  some  fea  or  twepq^ 
additional  officers  at  the  most  important  pomn 
to  perform  this  duty,  I  would  not  compare  tm 
increase  of  Executive  patronage  with  that  wnwn 
the  Executive  Government  is  now  vdnntanv 
willing  to  abandon.  It  would  be  bnt  as  «  dr^ 
compared  with  the  ocean.    Talk  not,  then,*) 
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me  of  tiie  inoreaie  of  p«tronage  which  the  bill 
^p<m  yoor  table  would  confer  on  the  Executive. 
Tliey  form  a  very  ui^jost  estimate  of  the  intel- 
ligence a!  onr  oitizena  who  would  attempt  to 
make  them  believe  that  a  few  Executive  officers, 
known  to  be  anch  to  all  the  Burronnding  com- 
unmi^,  ean  exercise  an  inflaence  over  the  peo- 
]de  at  all  to  be  compared  with  that  of  a  league 
of  eighty-ox  banking  institutions. 

This  now  brings  me  to  the  bill  npon  yonr 
table.  This  bill  is  the  only  remaining  plan  to 
which  we  can  resort.  It  reoommends  itself  to 
pablio  approbation  by  the  simplicity  of  its  pro- 
Tisi<Mui.  The  existing  officers  of  Government 
already  collect  and  disbnrse  onr  revenues.  It 
merely  saperadds  to  these  duties,  that  of  safely 
keeping  and  transferriDg  the  public  money, 
aeeorduig  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Government, 
daring  tbe  time  which  must  necessarily  inter- 
v<me  between  its  receipt  and  disbursement 
This  is  the  wh(de  bill.  If  it  be  justly  liable  to 
any  oritieiam,  it  is  that  the  security  of  the  pub- 
lic money  might  require  the  appointment  of  a 
rwy  few  additional  officers  in  our  large  com- 
merraal  cities.  It  has,  perhaps,  been  framed 
more  exclnnvely  with  a  view  to  eoonon^,  than 
is  oof^stMit  with  the  public  interest.  The  ob- 
ject is  a  ^rest  and  important  one,  and  no  moder- 
ate additiooal  expense  ought  to  be  spared  which 
may  be  necessary  for  its  aooomplishmont.  Such 
ia  the  bin. 

The  SenafaMT  from  Sonth  Carolina  (Mr.  Oal- 
Hoinr)  has  proposed  an  amendment  to  this  bill, 
prescribing  the  ftuds  which  shall  be  received  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues.    And  here  permit 
me  to  observe,  tliat,  in  discussing  that  amend- 
ment, I  shall  not  inquire  whether  the  Senator 
has  come  over  to  ns,  or  we  have  gone  over  to 
the  Seoator.    This  is  a  qoestion  of  but  small 
DKHnent,  so  that  we  are  now  together.    The 
first  extended  effort  which  I  ever  made  in  Con- 
gress was  in  defence  of  the  conduct  of  that  Sen- 
ttboT,  when  I  thought  he  had  been  unjustly  as- 
Bukd  as  Secretary  of  War.    We  stood  together 
diOQlder  to  shoulder  in  1827,  and  throughout 
tite  trying  conflict  which  resulted  in  the  eleo- 
tten  of  General  Jackson.    I  rejoice  that  he  is 
now  fonnd  snstaining  the  leading  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Message  at  this  important  crisis,  and 
I  trust  that  on  ftatnre  ocoarions  we  may  receive 
Us  aUe  and  efficient  support 

With  all  theee  feelings  of  distinguished  respect 
for  the  Senator,  I  am  still  sorry  that  he  has 
(MtteA  his  amendment.  I  should  have  been 
glad  if  the  vote  of  the  Senate  could  have  been 
ttktnnpon  the  dmple  proposition  to  divorce 
iMnk  and  State.  On  this  single  question  we 
ihould  have,  I  think,  persented  a  more  united 
front  than  when  it  shall  be  connected  with  the 
8«nator's  amendment.  It  would  have  been 
iMttsr  first  to  have  established  the  divorce,  and 
ifterwards  to  have  determined,  by  a  separate 
liill,  the  natore  of  the  funds  which  onr  d^KW- 
itories  shall  receive.  * 

For  my  own  part,  as  to  the  fhnds  receivable, 
Ifcd  (troogly  inclinad  to  support  the  recom- 


mendation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
In  page  28  of  his  report,  when  speaking  on  tms 
subject,  be  says : 

"  This  ooold  be  effected  by  directiog  what  alone 
appears  safe,  and  what  is  understood  to  be  the  prac- 
tice is  both  England  and  France.  It  Is,  that  the  bills 
of  no  local  biiuu  be  taken,  which  shall  not,  from  the 
near  location  of  the  bank,  be  equivalent  to  q>ecie ; 
be  able  to  be  converted  into  q>ecie  at  very  short 
periods  by  the  leceivera  and  collectors,  so  as  to  pay 
the  poblic  creditors  legally,  if  demanding  specie; 
and  be  thus  accounted  for  at  par,  and  without  expense 
to  the  Govenmient.  Another  adrantage  fVom  tlus 
course  would  be  its  salutary  check  on  over-issues  by 
the  neigiiboring  banks." 

If  the  depositories  were  authorized  to  receive 
and  disburse  the  notes  of  such  banks,  calling 
upon  them  at  short  intervals  to  settle  the  bal- 
ances in  specie,  it  might,  I  think,  have  pro- 
moted the  convenience  of  the  public,  as  well  as 
afforded  a  salutary  check  upon  the  issues  of 
the  surrounding  banking  instituUons.  I  under- 
stand such  was  the  course  pursued  by  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  was  willing  to 
proceed  cautiously,  and  not,  at  the  first,  go  the 
length  of  demanding  ezolasive  specie  pay- 
ments. 

But  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has 
thought  differently,  and  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
vote  for  or  against  his  amendment.  Giving 
every  consideration  its  proper  weight,  I  have, 
since  he  has  agreed  to  modify  it,  determined  to 
yield  it  my  support  As  it  now  stands,  the 
notes  of  specie-paying  banks  will  be  receivable 
in  the  payment  of  all  the  public  dues  up  till  the 
last  day  of  the  year  1888;  during  the  year 
1889,  one-fourth  will  be  required  in  specie; 
during  the  year  1840,  one-half ;  during  the  year 
1841,  three-fourths;  and  not  until  the  year 
1842  shall  we  readi  the  point  of  exclusive 
specie  payments.  Its  operation  will  be  slow 
and  gradual;  and  if,  in  the  mean  time,  we 
should  discover,  at  any  stage  of  its  progress, 
that  it  is  too  severe,  we  can  easily  change  the 
law. 

Mr.  Pbxston  said :  Mr.  President,  I  deprecate 
this  mad  and  ferocious  warfare  against  any  of 
the  institutions  of  the  country,  against  the 
United  States  Bank  formerly,  against  the  State  ' 
banks  now.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  this 
root  and  brandi  policy,  this  tearing  up  things 
established,  to  supply  their  places  with  new 
tiiecnries,  however  neatly  constructed,  or  care- 
fiilly  elaborated,  is  the  part  of  prudence  and 
wisdom.  My  nature  and  habits  of  thought, 
confirmed  by  the  terrible  experience  of  the  last 
four  years,  make  me  a  conservative.  I  hesitate 
at  every  proposition  to  destroy,  that  yon  may 
build  again.  If  any  of  onr  institntions  have 
suffered  damage,  let  us  repaur  them ;  if  any 
portion  of  the  vast  edifice  of  onr  prosperity  hiu 
been  injured,  let  ns  with  a  cautious  and  rever> 
end  hand  restore  what  has  been  lost,  strengthen 
what  remains,  adjust  the  proportions,  if  you 
choose,  proceeding  in  all  witn  a  sedate  and 
atMdy  porpoie  of  not  weakening  the  deep  fonn- 
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dations.  Let  us  not,  sir,  with  a  fantastic  ca- 
price tear  down  the  solid,  and  let  me  say  glori- 
ous fabric  of  our  prosperity,  that  we  may  try, 
by  as  futile  a  device  as  the  lamp  of  Aladdin,  to 
build  up  another  in  one  night,  of  fairy  marble, 
and  gold,  and  gems. 

It  is  the  part  of  statesmen  to  deal  with  the 
circumstances  around  them.  In  the  closet  of  a 
philosopher,  in  the  desk  of  a  professor,  specula- 
tion may  discuss  what  is  best,  and  genius  in- 
dulge its  aspirations  for  the  "  chief  good ; "  but 
the  practical  politician  is  fenced  around  by  in- 
exorable necessities.  He  has  to  deal  with  things, 
not  with  ideas.  He  must  control,  not  create. 
He  must  govern  himself  by  the  circumstances 
amidst  which  he  finds  himself,  use  the  instru- 
ments that  are  presented  to  him,  and  be  content 
with  such  results  as  he  can  attain,  vrithout  at- 
tempting such  as  he  can  imagine.  The  genius 
and  temper  of  Napoleon  might  aspire  to  a 
different  destiny ;  but  ours,  thank  Qoa,  is  hum- 
bler and  safer.  We  administer  a  limited  Gov- 
ernment, for  fi-ee  and  self-willed  States,  whose 
bidding  and  whose  business  we  are  to  do.  They 
have  placed  us  their  servants  in  the  midst  of  a 
great  banking  system ;  a  system  of  credit,  sur- 
rounding, pervading  and  penetrating  the  whole 
body  politic. 

Mr.  President,  we  must  conform  to  our  con- 
dition, we  must  work  upon  the  platform  pre- 
pared for  us,  we  must  use  the  materials  furnished 
to  our  hands.  It  is  in  vain  to  try  to  extricate 
ourselves  from  the  condition  of  our  existence. 
Ve  have  not  the  strength  (God  forbid  that  we 
should  have  it  1)  to  disconnect  ourselves  from 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  States  place  us. 
And  if  we  attempt  to  tear  ourselves  loose  from 
them,  there  may  be  much  suffering,  a  struggle, 
an  agony  ■  but  you  will  have  at  length  to  oome 
back  to  your  allegiance,  and  content  yourself 
with  reform  instead  of  revolution.  Let  us, 
then,  wisely  and  at  once,  begin  to  correct,  con- 
trol, regulate,  modliy,  a^jus^  do  any  thing  bnt 
destroy. 


Satubdat,  September  80. 
Sub-T}recuury  Bill. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  sub-Treasury  bill, 
with  Mr.  Caiboun's  amendment. 

Mr.  Bbown  said,  in  rising  to  addrees  the  Sen- 
ate, after  the  very  able  and  luminous  investiga- 
tion which  the  subject  then  before  them  had 
undergone,  he  did  so  from  no  vain  expectation 
that  he  should  be  able,  by  any  thing  he  might 
say,  to  impart  any  now  interest  to  the  debate, 
which  had  been  listened  to  so  attentively,  or  to 
add  any  thing  of  force  to  the  argument  by  which 
it  had  been  sustained.  The  aoknowle^:ed  im- 
portance of  the  question  they  were  call^  on  to 
decide,  the  powerful  influence  it  would  exert  on 
the  future  destinies  of  the  country,  either  for 
good  or  evil,  and  the  deep  interest  felt  in  rela- 
tion to  it  by  the  citizens  of  the  State  which  he 
in  part  represented,  would,  be  trusted,  excuse 


him  for  presenting  some  of  the  leading  conrii- 
erations  which  w^d  govern  his  course  on  that 
occasion. 

Mr.  B.  would  present  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal considerations  which  had  induced  hun  to 
give  the  bill  then  before  them,  and  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Oar 
olina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  his  cordial  sanction  and 
support.  The  same  considerations  of  wisdom 
and  of  common  prudence,  which  would  induce 
an  individual  to  change  an  agent  in  whom  he 
had  reposed  a  trust,  and  who  had  proved  nn- 
faithfnl  or  incompetent,  should  admonish  us,  in 
our  public  capacity,  to  withdraw  our  oonfidenoe 
from  those  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government^  who 
had  so  signally  failed  in  performing  the  duties 
undertaken  by  them .  The  State  banks  had  been 
tried  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government,  under 
circumstances  the  most  favorable  to  sucoesi. 
The  nation  had  seen,  with  astonishment,  in  a 
period  of  profound  peace,  with  no  public  d^ 
burdening  our  resources,  and  with  a  Treasury 
abounding  in  means  beyond  all  former  exam- 
ple, the  Government  of  the  United  States  sod* 
denly  deprived  of  the  means  to  carry  on  its 
ordinary  operations,  by  the  determination  rf 
the  banks  having  possession  of  its  revenues  to 
suspend  specie  payments.  Was  it  the  part  of 
wisdom,  under  such  circumstances,  to  renew 
the  connection  between  the  Government  and 
the  banks?  Was  it  proper  for  those  entmated 
with  the  duty  of  conducting  public  afibin, 
again  to  subject  the  Ck)vemment  to  the  recur- 
rence of  the  same  evil,  with  perhaps  still  more 
aggravated  injury? 

For  one,  he  wished  to  see  the  Federal  Gor- 
emment  taken  out  of  the  keeping  of  irreqMii* 
sible  banking  corporations  and  subject  to  bo 
controlled  alone  by  the  will  of  the  people,  its 
only  legitimate  masters.  So  long  as  banks  were 
made  the  depositories  of  the  public  revenue, 
the  Government  was  dependent  on  them  in  con- 
ducting its  most  important  operations,  either  in 
peace  or  war.  Its  action  might  be  arrested  by 
their  withholding  its  means  in  periods  of  the 
greatest  public  emergency.  It  conld  not  in  wsr 
command  a  squadron  to  sful,  or  put  a  battalkn 
in  motion,  if  the  banks  entrusted  with  its  reve- 
nue should  determine  to  withhold  it.  Its  very 
existence  might  be  endangered  by  being  brought 
to  a  pause  for  the  want  of  means.  The  reflec- 
tion was  humiliating,  that  a  Government,  whieh 
was  noble  in  the  republican  sunplicity  of  its 
structure,  and  destined  to  solve  the  problem  of 
the  capacity  of  man  to  govern  himself  should 
be  made  to  depend  on  the  will  of  banking  eor- 
porations  for  so  important  an  element  of  its 
success  as  the  certain  command  of  its  revenne. 
In  placing  it,  in  this  way,  at  their  mercy,  it 
was  ezpowd  in  its  financial  affairs  to  all  tiie 
evil  inflnences  which  they  might  exert,  wheth- 
er arising  from  capiioe,  political  hostility,  et 
the  vicissitudes  of  trade.  Nor  was  this  exhibit- 
ing the  danger  arising  from  this  system  in  its 
true  extent.  It  oodd  be  demonstrated  that 
the  banlcs  of  any  dn^  one  of  the  luge  ooia- 
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merciai  cities,  in  a  period  of  overtrading,  vonld 
hare  it  entirely  in  their  power,  by  sospending 
specie  pajrments,  to  compel  a  general  suspension 
of  all  the  banks  thronghont  Uie  United  States ; 
and,  by  doing  so,  arrest  the  regular  operations 
of  the  Government  I    The  banks  of  a  single  city 
in  ono  of  the  Eastern  States,  at  a  very  gloomy 
period  of  the  last  war,  availing  themselves  of 
the  balances  which  had  acoomalated  in  their 
Ikvor,  in  the  coarse  of  trade,  agfdnst  the  large 
commercial  cities  of  the  Middle  States,  had,  by 
a  demand  on  them  for  payment  in  specie,  oansed 
a  suspension  by  the   banks   thronghont   the 
United  States  I    This  movement  struck  a  blow 
at  the  Qovenunent,  which  had  well  nigh  proved 
£ital  to  the  success  of  all  its  operations  in  the 
great  contest  in  which  it  was  then  engaged. 
That  it  was,  in  a  great  degree,  the  result  of 
hostility  to  the  cause  in  which  the  country  had 
embarked,  was  then  ejrtensively  believed,  nor 
has  that  impression  to  this  day  been  removed. 
The  State  banks  are,  from  the  course  of  com- 
mercial transactions,  so  intimately  and  closely 
connected  together,  that  what  affects  any  por- 
tion of  them  in  any  one  of  the  principal  cities, 
is,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  felt  by  all.    The 
stoppage  of  the  banks  at  either  of  the  great 
oommercial  points,  almost  with  the  quickness 
of  deotricity,  is  felt  by  all  and  is  followed  by  all 
throngliont  the  country,  as  a  measure  of  self-pro- 
tection.    If  this  was  proven  to  have  been  the 
ease  by  the  occurrence  of  that  kind  which  took 
plaoe  in  the  last  war,  the  circumstances  of  the 
conntrj  which  now  exist,  are  still  more  pecu- 
liarly calculated  to  produce  such  a  result.    The 
great  increase  in  our  internal  trade,  as  well  as 
forei^  commerce,  and  the  rapidity  of  commu- 
nication now  existing  between  the  remotest 
points  of  our  country,  had  produced  a  stiU  closer 
connection  and  sympathy  between  the  banks 
than  formeriy  existed,  and  doubly  subjected  all 
to  tiie  danger  of  being  affected  by  causes  opera- 
ting on  a  few  at  a  single  great  oommercial  point. 
He  had  shown  the  great  micertainty  and 
dimger  which  the  Government,  by  depoating  its 
revenue  with  the  banks,  would  be  oontiniuilly 
liable  to,  in  its  financial  aflMrs.    He  had  shown 
that  these  resuKs  might  be  brought  about  by 
the  determination  of  the  banks,  at  a  single  lead- 
ing commercial  city.    Was  it  the  dictate  of 
visdom  thos  to  place  this  already  great  and 
rapidly  growing  republic  under  the  control  of 
a  hv  great  commercial  cities,  in  a  matter  so 
materially  involving  its  success,  as  well  as  its 
Twy  bein^  ?    Was  it  sound  policy  in  that  way 
to  expose  its  financial  actibn  to  the  deleterious 
infioenoe  of  the  national  Bank  of  England,  and 
the  great  moneyed  power  of  that  country! 
UiKh  t^e  larger  portion  of  the  foreign  com- 
merce carried  on  by  our  great  cities,  was  with 
England.    He  was  informed  that  even  a  very 
^ge  portion  of  the  trade  carried  on  byAmer- 
^  merchants  with  other  foreign  countries,  was 
tondacted  by  means  of  credit  obtuned  through 
:     "«  great  braking  houses  in  that  country. 

It  was  the  misfortnne  of  oar  great  cities, 


if  it  was  to  be  regarded  as  such,  almost  con- 
tinually to  stand  mdebted  to  England  in  a 
very  large  amount.  Whenever  our  merchants 
overtraded  with  her  to  any  considerable  extent, 
her  national  bank  could,  if  she  chose  it,  produce 
a  pressure  through  them  on  our  city  banks,  and 
prodace  the  hazard  of  their  stopping  specie  pay- 
ments. Her  powerful  agency  to  accomplish 
such  a  catastrophe  may  be  seen  in  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  4>ayments  by  all  our  banks,  which 
has  lately  occurred  in  this  country.  The  first 
movement  which  led  to  that  unfortunate  result 
was  that  made  by  that  bank,  by  which  she  com- 
pelled the  great  banking  honses  of  England, 
connected  with  the  American  trade,  to  discredit 
American  merchants.  Indebted  to  England  as 
they  were  in  a  sum  estimated  at  about  thirty 
millions,  and  unable  longer  to  draw  bills  to  meet 
their  payments  on  her  banking  houses,  which 
had  before  given  them  almost  unlimited  credit, 
they  were  driven  to  the  only  other  expedient 
left  them  of  making  remittances  in  specie,  the 
demand  for  which  compelled  the  banks  first 
in  oar  great  commercial  emporiom  to  close 
their  vaults. 

Nor  would  a  national  bank  have  shared  a 
different  fate,  if  one  had  been  in  existence, 
under  the  same  overwhelming  causes.  It  would, 
no  doubt,  have  been  forced,  under  the  great 
and  extraordinary  pressure  for  specie,  to  have 
yielded  to  the  storm.  •lo  reunite  tie  Govern- 
ment with  the  banks,  would  be,  therefore,  to 
subject  it,  in  a  period  of  overtrading,  to  the 
dangerous  influence  of  the  great  moneyed  power 
of  England,  operating  at  such  a  time,  first  on 
onr  merchants  engaged  in  foreign  tritde,  next 
on  the  banks,  and,  through  them,  on  the  finances 
of  the  Government.  If  its  independence  was 
to  be  preserved — if  its  regular  constitutional 
action  was  to  be  kept  up,  impelled  alone  by  the 
vigor  of  the  public  will — then  the  separation  of 
its  financial  interests  from  the  banks  entirely 
was  a  measure  indispensable.  That  alone  could 
secure  to  the  people,  in  its  administration,  those 
great  and  important  ends  in  a  republican  form 
of  Government  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and 
free  it  from  the  extraneous  influenees  which 
threatened  such  serious  mischief. 

He  had  noticed  some  weeks  previous  to  the 
banks  having  stopped  specie  payments,  the  simul- 
taneous movements  of  certain  presses  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
tending  to  produce  that  result.  They  predicted 
that  the  banks  would  stop,  and  some  of  them 
zealously  urged  them  to  that  course.  He  did  not 
positively  know  that  it  was  their  design  through 
the  instrumentality  of  a  panic,  to  bring  about 
that  result,  to  wMoh  their  labors  had  power- 
fully tended  for  so  long  a  time ;  but  the  time, 
the  manner,  and  the  circumstances,  all  went 
strongly  to  favor  that  supposition.  The  time 
selected  for  this  movement,  when  mercantile 
failures  were  daily  occurring,  was  of  all  others 
the  most  favorable  to  produce  distrust  and 
alarm  in  the  public  mind,  as  to  the  solvency  of 
the  bonks,  and,  consequently,  to  caose  a  general 
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demand  on  tbem  for  specie,  by  depositors,  and 
thoao  who  held  their  notes.  Ilie  manner  of  the 
attack,  by  commenoing  it  about  the  same  time 
at  three  or  fonr  important  points,  distant  from 
each  other,  showed  it  to  be,  if  not  a  matter  of 
concert,  at  any  rate  a  singular  coincidence. 
The  circomstances  under  which  it  was  made, 
were  exceedingly  well  calculated  to  produce  the 
political  effect  doubtless  ardently  d«sired  by 
those  engaged  in  the  crusade  against  the  admin- 
istration. Very  many  of  our  citizens  were 
involved  in  heavy  pecuniary  embarrassments, 
the  fruits  of  the  wildest  speculation.  The  States 
— many  of  them  in  the  anticipation  of  receiving 
their  proportion  of  the  surplus  revenue— had  em- 
barked in  expensive  plans  of  improvement ;  and 
the  whole  of  the  public  revenue  belonging  to 
the  Qeneral  Government  was  deposited  in  the 
banks,  thus  liable  to  be  affected.  In  this  state 
of  things,  it  was  no  doubt  imagined  by  many  of 
those  who  are  desperately  determined  on  pro- 
ducing a  political  revolution,  that  to  stop  the 
banks  was  to  pull  down  the  administration.  It 
was  a  blow  wnich,  by  the  sufferings  it  inflicted, 
was  to  awaken  the  slumbering  community  to 
tiie  merits  of  a  national  bank.  It  wonld  dis- 
appoint the  States  in  their  expectations  of  re- 
ceiving the  surplus  revenue.  Finally,  that  it 
would  stop  the  wheels  of  Oovemment,  and 
afford  the  enemies  of  those  in  power  the  oppor- 
tunity of  exnltinely  poiiAng  to  its  bankruptcy, 
and  proclaiming  Uie  mismanagement  of  its  reve- 
nues. He  regu^ed  the  great  body  of  those  in 
opporition  as  honest  and  patriotic  citizens,  and 
was  far  from  believing  that  they  were  prompt- 
ed by  such  motives  as  he  had  aUuded  too ;  but, 
at  tiie  same  time,  he  felt  regret  at  being  com- 
pelled to  express  the  belief,  forced  on  him  by 
the  circumstances  he  had  described,  that  there 
were  some  to  be  found  among  them  ready  to 
compass  their  objects  at  the  expense  of  the 
prosperity  and  best  interests  of  their  country. 

It  would  not,  he  tliought,  be  doubted,  on  a 
candid  review  of  the  history  of  the  last  three 
or  four  years,  that  the  connection  between  the 
Government  and  the  banks  had  invited  and 
been  made  the  cause  of  the  harassing  warfare 
which,  to  subserve  party  purposes,  had  been,  in 
that  space  of  time,  almost  constantly  kept  up 
against  the  deposit  banks,  and,  consequently, 
affecting  to  a  great  extent  the  interests  and  bus- 
iness of  the  country.  The  streams  of  the  money 
circulation  never  can  run  clear  or  smooth  while 
they  are  liable  to  be  muddied  and  lashed  into 
impetuous  violence  by  being  mingled  with  polit- 
ical excitement.  The  country  will  be  perpet- 
ually liable  to  experience  inundations  at  one 
time  in  its  circulation,  and  at  another  to  suffer 
sudden  reactions.  The  true  remedy  is,  then, 
to  remove  the  cause  by  severing  the  connection 
between  the  Government  and  the  banks.  By 
doing  this,  many  of  the  most  powerful  motives 
to  produce  agitation  on  this  most  delicate  and 
sensitive  question  will  be  effectually  removed. 

The  President,  in  recommending  a  severance 
of  the  connection  between  the  Government  and 


the  banks,  had  assumed  an  attitude  of  c  _ 
firmness  and  moral  elevation  worthy  the'chai- 
acter  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  natioB.  It 
carried  out  the  doctrine  into  practice,  that  an- 
plicity  in  the  administration  of  a  Govemineiit 
founded  on  the  will  of  the  people,  while  it  ii 
the  readiest  means  of  perpetuating  its  princi- 
ples, is  the  surest  way  of  securing  their  esteem 
and  {^probation.  It  voluntarily  proposed  to 
relinquish  whatever  of  power  and  laflneiice 
might  be  derived  to  the  Executive  branch  of 
the  Government  from  a  connection  vith  mon- 
eyed institutions,  and,  in  doing  so,  would  leiTe 
it  to  repose  on  the  wisdom  of  its  policj,  and 
the  merits  of  its  measures,  for  jpublic  support 
Mr.  B.,  in  conclusion,  said  it  was  now  taj 
apparent  that  the  decision  of  Congress  wonU 
be  ultimately  narrowed  down  to  a  choice  k- 
tween  the  plan  of  fiscal  agency  then  proposed, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank.  The 
State  banks  had,  on  a  fair  trial,  proved  ttoi- 
selves  inciwable  of  fulfilling  the  duties  of  sndi 
a  trust,  ana  if  again  resorted  to,  would,  in  iQ 
probability,  sooner  or  later,  present  a  repetitioii 
of  the  difficulties  in  which  they  had  reoentl; 
involved  the  Government  and  the  country.  Id 
the  creation  of  a  national  bank,  in  any  form,  tie 
had  objections  of  an  insuperable  character. 
The  argument  made  by  gentiemen  who  bad 
preceded  him  in  debate,  ag^nst  its  constitntion- 
ality,  was  unanswered  and  unanswerable.  Tbe 
objections  to  it,  as  a  measure  of  ezpediencj, 
were  equally  strong  and  decisive.  The  remedy 
which  it  wonld  afford  would  be  worse  than  tie 
disease,  which  its  friends  professed  its  capacity 
to  relieve.  Besides  its  tendency  to  prodnce 
pecuniary  distress  for  some  time  before  it  conid 
go  into  operation,  if  established  under  the  pres- 
sure of  the  present  pretended  necessity,  it 
would  be  fixed  on  the  country,  notwithstand- 
ing any  abuses  it  might  commit,  for  ases  to 
come.  The  argument  would  be  constMitlj'  and 
readily  used  by  its  advocates,  that  it  most  be 
Oontinued,  or  the  prosperity  of  the  conntij 
mined. 

XeMieai  qfRetenve  JSoruU. 

Mr.  Geusdt,  from  the  Committee  on  theJo- 
dldary,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  r^:ulate  the  fees  of  District 
Attorneys  for  the  renewal  of  custom-house 
bonds.  Read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. , 

This  bill  fixes  the  fees  at  five  dollars  for  ead 
renewaL 


HonsAT,  October  2. 

SiO-Treaiury  Bill 

The  sub-Treasury  bill  being  resumed, 
Mr.   Bataied,  of  Delaware,  addressed  tne 

Mr.  President:  The  bill  now  before nspr*- 
poses  three  measures :  the  first  of  which  i3| 
to  dissolve  all  connection  with  the  banks  |  ««*■ 
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ondly,  to  sabstitnte  the  agency  of  certain  of- 
fioers,  thirteen  or  fourteen  tbonsand  in  nomber, 
tor  that  of  the  banks  in  keeping  the  revennes 
of  the  Government;  and,  thirdly,  to  receive, 
after  a  certain  period,  nothing  but  gold  and 
silver  coin  in  payment  of  Government  dnes. 
The  objects  which  are  said  to  be  contemplated 
as  the  results  of  these  measures  are,  first,  to 
secure  the  Gcovemment  against  loss  in  the  keep- 
ing of  its  treasure ;  and,  secondly,  to  provide  a 
currency  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  which  is  de- 
clared to  be  the  constitutional  currency.  The 
measures  themselves  have  nothing  to  recom- 
mend them  beyond  their  supposed  tendency  to 
accomplish  these  objecK  Before  proceeding, 
however,  to  the  discussion  of  these  matters,  it 
isnecessary  to  have  a  just  and  precise  conception 
of  the  objects,  the  accomplishment  of  which  is 
said  to  be  contemplated. 

The  first,  which  respects  the  fact  of  security 
against  loss  in  keeping  the  public  treasure,  is 
easfly  understood,  but  the  other,  the  favorite 
object,  of  providing  a  currency  of  gold  and 
sUver  coin,  requires  some  explanation.  It  has 
been  supposed,  sir,  and  I  confess  I  entertained 
the  same  opinion,  that  some  of  those  who  ad- 
vocate these  measures  were  bent  on  procuring 
a  purely  metallic  currenoy  for  the  country,  to 
the  exdnsion  of  all  paper ;  while  others  were 
idming  only  at  a  larger  infusion  of  the  preoious 
metals  into  the  circulating  medium,  bemg  per- 
fSsctly  satisfied  that  a  consider^le  part  of  it 
shonld  still  consist  of  convertible  paper.  I  am 
convinced,  however,  from  a  closer  attention  to 
what  has  hereUrfbre  passed  on  this  sabject,  that 
tiie  views  of  all  of  us  are  directed  merely  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  metallic  portion  of  the  cur- 
raicy,  by  changing  the  ratio  of  the  mixtnre  of 
paper  and  coin,  as  it  existed  before  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie '  payments.  The  case  is  not, 
therefore,  rightly  presented  by  the  Senator 
lW)m  Missouri,  ^r.  Bbstos,)  when  he  states 
it  to  be  a  contest  between  opposite  systems  of 
paper  and  coin ;  but,  in  fact,  whatever  differ- 
ence of  opinion  exists  in  relation  to  tbe  curren- 
cy is  merely  as  to  the  relative  proportions  in 
which  paper  and  coin  should  compose  it. 

Ko  one,  at  least  to  my  knowledge,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, has  professed  to  countenance,  much  less 
to  reoonsmend,  an  inconvertible  paper  medium, 
except,  indeed,  the  Senator  fi-om  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Oalhouh,)  who  seems  to  think  that 
a  Government  paper  is  the  only  safe  one.  I 
diall  proceed,  therefore,  to  show  t^hat  are  the 
different  views  entertained  on  this  subject,  and 
the  probable  effect  which  the  different  propo- 
sitions heretofore  made  fbr  the  suppression  of 
notes  of  a  low  denomination  woula  have  upon 
the  currency.  The  Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr. 
Bkstox,)  who  has  taken  the  lead  upon  this  sub- 
ject of  metallic  currency,  may  very  fairly  be 
taken  as  the  exponent  of  the  views  of  those 
who  are  most  partial  to  the  precious  metals. 
Bis  proposition  is  to  suppress  all  notee  under 
one  hundred  dollars,  as  appears  fh>m  the  speech 
delivwed  by  him  on  the  37th  January,  1887, 
Vou  Xm,— 88 


on  the  resolution  to  rescind  the  Treasoty  order 
in  which  he  cites  his  speech  on  the  subject  of 
the  District  banks  in  the  preceding  session,  as 
containing  his  views  on  tbe  subject.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract  from  that  speech : 

"  Mr.  Benton  said  tliat  the  proposed  limit  of  twenty 
dolUra  for  the  minimum  size  of  bank  notes  was  not 
an  arbitnry  assumption  or  a  ianciAU  designation ; 
but  was  a  Ihnit  ascertained  by  experience  and  proven 
by  results  to  lie  ttie  lowest  that  would  soffice  to  ac- 
complish the  ends  intended :  these  ends  are,  1st  To 
re-establish  tbe  gold  cnrrency.  2d.  To  make  gold 
and  silver  the  common  cmrency  for  all  the  mall 
dealing  of  the  country,  yd.  To  extend  and  enlanra 
the  specie  baiis  of  tbe  paper  circulation.  4th.  To 
save  the  laboring  and  small  dealing  part  of  the  com- 
munity from  the  effects  of  contractions  and  expan- 
sions from  bank  issues.  6th.  To  save  them  from  the 
impositions  of  comiterfeiters,  from  losses  when  banks 
£ui,  and  from  bearing  the  whole  bordeo  of  the  wear 
and  tear  of  small  notes.  6th.  To  save  hard  monqr 
enough  in  the  country  to  make  it  safe  to  have  such 
paper  currency  as  commerce  and  large  dealings  may 
require.  These  are  the  objects  to  Im  aocom^iabe<^ 
and  less  than  $20  will  have  no  adequate  effect  Far 
better  would  Uie  limit  be  of  $100,  as  it  is  neariy  in 
France,  and  where  that  limit  ensiu-es  a  circnlai^ou 
of  nine-tenths  gold  and  silver  and  one-tenth  paper." 

It  thus  appears,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
most  zealous  advocates  of  a  hard-money  cur- 
rency do  not  contend  for  the  entire  expnlsitm 
of  paper,  bat  desire  a  lar^r  infusion  of  preciooa 
metals  into  the  circulating  medium.  We  are 
all  agreed  as  to  the  odious  and  unconstituiional 
character  of  a  njiere  paper  currency,  for  a  mix- 
ed currency  of  coin  and  convertible  paper  can- 
not be  denominated  a  paper  currency.  The 
different  views,  then,  which  are  entertained  as 
to  the  ratio  of  this  mixture  of  paper  and  coin 
in  the  circulating  medium,  may  be  reduced  to 
three  classes:  first,  of  those  who,  with  the 
Senator  item  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,)  are  in 
favor  of  a  suppression  o(  all  bank  notes  under 
$100 ;  seconoly,  of  those  who,  with  the  8mia> 
tor  from  Vir^nia,  (Mr.  Rtves,)  are  in  favor  of 
a  suppression  of  all  notes  under  $20;  and, 
thirdly,  of  those  who  are  of  opinion  that  the 
suppression  of  all  notes  under  $10  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  ensure  a  due  proportion  of  coin  in  the 
circulation.  Before  proceeding  to  my  argu- 
ment, I  think  it  important  to  the  perfect  com- 
prehension of  the  matter,  that  we  should  first 
settle,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  effect  which 
would  be  produced  upon  the  actual  currency  of 
the  country  by  the  adoption  of  either  of  the 
above  suggestions.  Fortunately,  sir,  we  are 
not  without  the  means  of  doing  so.  The  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  opon  tbe 
condition  of  the  State  banks,  made  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  in  that  part  of  it  which 
relates  to  the  banks  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
fhmishes  some  data  for  that  purpose.  I  take 
the  instance  of  the  Kew  York  currency,  be> 
cause  it  is  the  only  one,  the  component  parts 
of  which  are  stated,  and  I  presume  that  those 
facts  which  are  found  to  be  true  in  relation  to 
0x0  paper  part  ot  that  currenoy,  will  be  found 


Digitized  by 


Google 


484 


ABBIDGMENT  OF  THE 


SsSiLTK.] 


Aii-2V«amrjr  £i2Z, 


[OCIOBEB,  1837. 


to  be  nearly  so  in  relation  to  the  paper  part  of 
the  currency  of  the  whole  country,  althoDgh  it 
is  very  probable  that  a  difference,  more  or  less 
considerable,  may  be  found  to  exist  in  the  car- 
rency  of  some  particular  States.  But,  so  far 
as  my  argument  is  concerned,  it  is  of  uo  con- 
sequence whether  the  statement  be  precisely 
accurate  or  not ;  the  object  being  to  give  some 
definite  idea  of  the  practical  effect  of  those 
views.  In  that  report  the  entire  paper  curren- 
cy, on  the  1st  of  Januaij,  1836,  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  is  stated  to  be  $21,128,089, 
which,  with  the  sum  of  $4,000,000,  the  proba- 
ble amount  of  coin  in  circulation,  would  make 
the  entire  currency  of  paper  and  coin  about 
$26,000,000.  It  appears  from  that  report,  that 
the  whole  number  of  bank  notes  in  circulation 
of  the  denomination  of  $100  and  upwards, 
amounted  to  $6,230,200,  which  is  about  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  currency;  that  the  whole 
number  of  notes  in  circulation  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  $20  and  upwards,  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  nearly  $8,000,000,  or  about  one-third 
of  the  whole  currency;  and  that  the  whole 
number  of  notes  in  circulation  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  $10  and  upwards,  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  $12,205,765,  or  about  one-half  of  the 
entire  currency.  It  will  follow,  then,  that  to 
suppress  ell  notes  under  $100  would  give  four 
parts  of  coin,  and  one  of  paper,  of  the  whole 
currency;  while  tho  suppression  of  all  notes 
under  $20  would  give  two  parts  of  coin  and  one 
of  paper,  and  the  suppression  of  all  notes  under 
$10  would  give  a  currency  one-half  of  coin,  .and 
tite  other  of  paper. 

It  is  of  MO  consequence  to  my  argument 
whether  these  ratios  be  esaetly  correct :  it  is 
sufficient  if  they  bo  an  i^prozimation  to  the 
truth.  Let  us  then  apply  them  to  the  whole 
cmrtmoy  of  the  United  States,  and  observe  tiie 
result. 

The  Secretary  of  tt«a  Treasury,  in  his  annual 
report  on  the  state  of  the  finances,  maile  at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
estimated  the  entire  currency  of  the  United 
States  on  the  1st  of  December,  1886,  to  be 
$148,000,000,  of  which  $120,000,000  were  pa- 
per, and  $28,000,000  coin.  As  it  is  necessary 
to  take  some  specific  amount  for  the  purpose  of 
calculation,  we  will  take  that  to  be  the  actnel 
amount  of  the  entire  currency  of  the  country. 
The  effect  upon  that  currency,  of  the  proposi- 
tion to  suppress  all  notes  under  $100,  would, 
from  the  analogy  of  the  New  York  currency, 
be,  to  give  us  $118,400,000  of  coin,  and  $29,- 
600,000  of  paper,  as  the  relative  proportions. 
The  proposition  to  suppress  all  notes  under  $20 
would  give  nearly  $99,000,000  of  coin,  and 
$49,000,000  of  paper;  while  that  to  suppress 
all  notes  under  $10  would  give  $74,000,000  of 
coin,  and  $74,000,000  of  paper.  This  view  of 
the  matter  is  entirely  distinct  from  the  question 
of  how  much  coin  it  is  proper  for  the  banks  to 
keep  in  their  vaults  as  the  basis  of  their  paper 
eiroulation ;  and  which  experience  would  seem 
to  indicate  to  be  about  one-third. 


Now,  sir,  I  propose  to  show  that,  vhether 
the  object  be  to  increase  the  ratio  of  the  mix- 
ture of  coin  in  the  whole  circulation  as  it  eziat> 
ed  on  the  1st  of  December  last^  or  to  provide 
an  exclusive  metallic  currency,  the  measures 
now  proposed  by  the  bill  before  us  will  not 
only  not  promote  that  object,  but  defeat  it  alto- 
gether. Td  do  thli,  it  is  only  necessary  to  ad- 
vert to  a  few  simple  principles,  which  are 
established  laws  of  currency.  The  pnrpoaeof 
a  currency  being  to  effect  the  aggregate  pay- 
ments of  the  nation,  a  given  amount  in  valuei, 
less  than  the  amount  of  those  payments,  bat 
having  a  proportionate  relation  to  them,  is  ne- 
cessary for  that  purpose.  It  is  also  true  that 
gold  and  silver  are  the  standards  of  value  over 
the  whole  world,  and  are,  at  the  same  time, 
objects  of  commerce  and  materials  of  current^. 
From  these  facts  results  a  law  of  mixed  curren- 
cy, that  paper  will  expel  the  coin  unless  it  be 
restrained  m  its  numerical  amount  and  denomi- 
nation. Of  this  fiact  abundant  evidence  may 
be  found  in  the  history  of  every  civilized  na- 
tion. But,  sir,  I  will  not  trouble  the  Senate 
by  referring  to  the  elementary  writers  as  an- 
thoritics  upon  that  point  I  shall  content  my- 
self with  authorities  nearer  home.  I  mean  to 
forage  in  the  enemy's  country  ;  and  I  will  cite 
one,  which  I  presume  will  be  satisfactory,  not 
only  to  the  Senator  fix)m  Missouri,  (Ifr.  ows- 
TON,)  but  to  those  also  who  are  most  zealous  on 
the  subject  of*  the  gold  and  silver  coin,  b^g 
no  other  than  the  spmech  of  that  Senator  upon 
the  District  banks,  delivered  in  the  session  at 
1885-'6,  to  which  I  have  before  referred,  and 
from  which  I  now  read  the  following  extract : 

"  The  great  evils  of  a  small  paper  curreney  are : 
1.  To  banish  gold  and  alver;  8.  To  encoonge 
oounterfeiting ;  8.  To  destroy  the  stcndird  of  vafaiee; 
4.  To  throw  the  burdens  and  the'evaa  of  the  paper 
system  upon  the  laboring  and  small  dealing  part  of 
the  oommonity.  The  instiiict  of  banks  to  siDk.  their 
circulation  to  the  lowest  denomination  of  notes  wbkk 
can  be  forced  upon  the  community  is  a  trait  in  the 
system  universaUy  proved  to  exist  wherever  banks 
of  circulation  have  been  permitted  to  ^ve  a  cuirency 
to  a  country,  and  the  effect  of  that  instinct  has  always 
been  to  banish  gold  and  silver.  When  the  Bank  it 
England  was  cliartered,  in  the  year  1694,  it  coold 
issue  no  note  less  than  £100  steriing ;  that  amoimt 
was  gradually  reduced  by  the  persevering  efforts  ot 
the  bank  to  £50;  then  to  £20;  then  to£lS;  thai 
to  £10 ;  and  at  last  to  £6  ;  and,  finally,  to  £2  and 
£1.  Those  denominations  were  not  reached  until 
the  year  1797,  or  until  one  hundred  and  three  yearn 
after  the  institution  of  the  bank ;  and,  as  the  sevenl 
reductions  in  the  sire  <^  the  notes,  and  the  onae- 
quent  increase  of  paper  currency  took  place,  gold 
became  more  and  more  scarce,  and,  with  the  issue  at 
£1  and  £2  notes,  it  totally  disappeared  from  the 
country.  This  effect  was  foretold  by  all  political 
economists,  and  especially  by  Mr.  Burke,  then  aged 
and  retired  from  public  life,  who  wrote  from  his  re- 
treat to  Mr.  Canning,  to  say  to  Hr.  Pitt,  the  FrinM 
Minister,  these  prophetic  words :  '  If  this  Mil  for  the 
£1  and  £2  notes  is  permitted  to  paf«,  we  shall  sever 
see  another  gumea  in  England.'  The  bill  did  paaa, 
and  the  prMiction  was  fiUfifled;  for  not  aawUiae 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  GONGRBSS. 


485 


OCRMKR,  1887.] 


Stib-TVttmrg  Bin. 


[S 


guinea,  half  guinea,  or  sorereignwiB  Men  in  En^and 
for  circalation,  antU  the  bill  was  repealed  two-and- 
tweoty  yean  afterwards." 

The  report  of  the  New  York  hank  commis- 
eioners,  made  on  the  2Sd  of  Janoary,  1886,  is 
to  the  same  effect,  showing  that  the  practical 
experience  of  onr  own  conntry  .corresponds 
with  that  of  England.  The  commissioners 
say: 

"  The  measures  adopted  at  the  last  session  of  the 
L^ialature  for  the  sappreanon  of  the  small  bank 
notes  have,  so  far  as  they  baTe  yet  gone  into  opera- 
tion, occasioned  as  little  inconTenienoe  as  was  to  have 
been  expected.  The  effects  of  the  change  were  not 
sen^ly  felt  until  about  the  1st  of  September,  and, 
since  that  time,  a  large  amount  of  specie  has  been 
put  into  circulation,  which  will  be  very  much  in- 
oeased  after  the  issues  of  the  three  dollar  notes  shall 
hare  ceased.  Our  Canadian  neighbors,  however,  cir- 
culate a  Tery  large  amount  of  small  bank  notes, 
wUeh  «re  taken  as  Ireeiy  on  the  adjoining  frontier  of 
the  Stete  as  our  own  notes  or  specie.  In  a  oondder- 
able  portion  of  St.  Lawrence  county,  where  the  in- 
teroourse  <^  the  inhabitants  is  chiefly  with  Canada, 
the  law  is  entirely  disregarded.  It  is  more  or  less 
so  in  the  counties  bordering  upon  Vermont,  in  the 
exb«me  western  counties,  and  in  the  city  of  New 
Tork.  It  will  be  found  impossible,  we  apprehend, 
to  enforce  the  law  effectually  so  long  as  the  small 
notes  are  issued  by  the  banks  of  the  ac^oining 
States." 

There  can,  therefore,  I  think,  sir,  be  no  doabt 

opon  this  point,  that  it  is  the  inflexible  law  of 

a  mixed  cnrrency  of  paper  and  coin,  that  the 

cheaper  material  sapplants  the  more  costly  one, 

and  tiut  the  only  mode  by  wliich  yon  can  se- 

eare  s  proper  admiztnre  of  coin  is  by  the  sup- 

preasion  of  the  Bmall  notes.     I  am  thns  par- 

tiedar  as  to  this  practical  tmth,  t)eoanae  upon 

it  is  based  the  whiole  stmctnre  of  my  argmnent 

I  hftTe  before  stated  that  the  whole  cnrrency 

of  the  conntry  is  assumed  to  be  what  it  was  on 

the  1st  of  Decemt>er  last,  as  {^pears  from  the 

Secretary's    report,    $148,000,000,  of    which 

(28,000,000  was  coin  and  $120,000,000  bank 

notes.    The  Government  furnishes  the  coin — 

tiie  banks  famish  the  piraer  part  of  the  cor- 

reoey.    We  are  all  agreed  that,  to  constitnte 

a  soand  cnrrency,  there  should  be  a  larger  ad- 

Buxtore  of  the  precious  metals.    Those  who 

are  in  &Tor  of  the  suppression  of  notes  under 

$10  wish,  as  I  have  shown,  to  raise  the  amount 

of  coin  in  circalation   fh>m  $28,000,000   to 

$74,000,000 ;    those  in  fifiror  of  the  suppression 

of  notes  under  $20,  to  raise  the  amount  of  coin 

to  $99,000,000 ;  and  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 

and  those  who  think  with  him  tliat  all  not^ 

mder  $100  shonid  be  suppressed,  wish  to  raise 

that  amonnt  to  $118,000,000.    And  yet,  sir, 

*hat  means  do  they  now  propose  to  take  in 

order  to  accomplish  this  purpose  ?    Why,  sir,  to 

Kpante  the  Government  fecm  the  l>anks  1    To 

^Twee  tJie  Government  from  the  banks  I     To 

leave  the  banks  to  themselves  1    The  Boiator 

»ys  they  have  fallen  into  the  sea,  and  he  will 

Sot  aasiat  to  $a^  thiem  ontl    And  this,  too, 


after  we  have  been  told  by  the  Senator  him- 
Belf|  and  the  proposition  is  nndonbtedly  true, 
"  that  the  instmct  of  banks  to  dnk  their  circa- 
lation to  the  lowest  denomination  of  notea 
which  can  be  forced  upon  the  oommnnity,  is  a 
trait  in  the  system — and  the  effect  of  that  in- 
stinct has  always  been  to  banish  gold  and  sil- 
ver." No,  sir,  you  cannot  leave  the  banks  to 
themselves;  you  cannot  divorce  the  GU>vern- 
ment  from  them !  You  must  watch  over  and 
regulate  them,  if  you  mean  to  accomplish  the 
object  which  yon  profess  to  have  in  view, 
namely,  the  improvement  of  the  currency. 

But  it  is  said  that,  by  reqniring  payments  to 
the  Government  to  be  made  in  com,  you  will 
compel  its  circali^on.  Well,  sir,  to  what  ex- 
tent do  you  compel  that  drculation  ?  To  the 
extent"  only  of  the  amotmt  that  is  absolntdy 
necessary  to  effect  those  payments.  The  Pres- 
ident tells  us  in  his  Message  that  the  amonnt  of 
coin  which  would  be  necessary  for  that  ptu"- 
pose  is  abont  $10,000,000.  Then,  I  say,  in  the 
event  of  the  non-resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  bonks,  your  currency  would  con- 
sist of  $188,000,000  of  paper,  and,  what  it 
worse,  of  inconvertible  paper,  without  a  limit 
to  its  extension;  and  of  $10,000,000  of  coin, 
and  that  coin  would  l>e  confined  to  the  channel 
of  Government  receipts  and  Government  pay- 
ments. The  currency  would  submit  to  the 
force  you  pat  upon  it,  jast  to  the  extent,  of  that 
force,  and  no  further.  Your  action  would  re- 
semble in  its  effect  a  proviso  to  a  general  law, 
which  is  a  restraint  only  to  the  extent  of  the 
proviso ;  and  your  coin  would  circulate  only  in 
the  channel  which  you  had  dug  out  for  it.  I^ 
on  the  other  band,  the  banks  diould  resume 
specie  payments,  and  the  cnrrency  should  be 
again  composed,  as  it  was  on  the  first  of  De- 
cember last,  of  $28,000,000  of  coin  and  $120,- 
000,000  of  paper,  then,  I  say,  sir,  that,  as  thwe 
wonld  be  specie  more  than  enough,  in  circula- 
tion, to  answer  the  payments  of  tiie  Govern- 
ment, the  measure  of  demanding  payment  in 
coin  would  have  no  tendency  whatever  to  in- 
crease the  amount.  The  reason  of  all  this  is 
apparent,  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  whidb 
I  have  stated,  that  paper  will  banish  coin  fh>m 
circulation  unless  restndned,  and  will  always 
do  BO  up  to  tiie  point  of  that  restraint. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  resort  to  any  specu- 
lative reasoning  in  proof  of  these  positions. 
Yon  have  now,  sir,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
the  most  positive  proof  of  their  tmth.  Does 
not  the  Government  at  this  moment  demand 
payment  of  its  dues,  of  its  duties,  its  pc«tages, 
and  its  sales  of  public  lands,  in  coin  ?  And  yet 
does  that  coin  enter  into  the  general  circnlsp 
tion?  Is  it  not  confided  entirely  to  Govern- 
ment debtors  and  Government  creditors,  to 
those  who  consume  the  revenues  and  those 
who  pay  them  ?  I  say,  then,  sir,  that  the  re- 
sult of  your  measure  is  this,  and  this  only,  to 
secure  coin  as  the  currency  for  the  Govern- 
ment, and  leave  paper  as  tiie  cnrrency  of  the 
people.    It  is  no  unusual  thing,  Hr.  President, 
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to  see  those  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
profess  one  thing  and  do  another. 

I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  my  second 
proposition,  which  is,  that  Congress  is  bound 
to  nirnish  a  sonnd  cnrrency  of  coin  and  con- 
vertible paper  for  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  To  any  one  read  in  the  history  of  this 
country,  and  in  the  text  of  the  constitution,  it 
woidd  seem  strange  that  it  should  be  deemed 
necessary  to  formally  propound  such  a  proposi- 
tion, much  more  so  to  prove  it.  Bnt  the  pecu- 
liar tone  of  the  Message,  and  the  doctrines  of 
some  of  the  supporters  of  the  administratioa 
on  this  floor,  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  the 
constitution  had  been  formed,  and  the  Govem- 
mwt  created,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  take 
oare  of  itself.  Is  it  then  true,  sir,  that  this 
Government  was  created,  merely  that  Martin 
Van  Bnren  might  be  President,  and  eujoy  the 
dignity  and  emoluments  of  his  office ;  that 
you,  Mr,  should  be  Vice  President,  and  we  Sen- 
ators of  the  United  States,  with  the  privilege 
of  franking  our  letters  and  receiving  a  per  diem 
(k  eight  dollars  in  gold  and  silver }  Was  that 
the  end  and  purpose  of  all  the  anxiops  deliber- 
ation of  that  band  of  patriots  who  assembled 
in  Philadelphia  to  form  the  constitution,  and  of 
the  cession,  in  that  instrument,  on  the  part  of 
the  States,  of  almost  all  the  high  attributes  of 
sovereignty  ?  I  had  hitherto  thought  the  ob- 
ject had  been  "  to  promote  the  general  welfare 
of  the  people  of  tiie  United  States."  I  was 
taught  to  think  that  the  powers  of  this  Gov- 
ernment were  trusts  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  and  that  the  end  and  object  of  the  con- 
stitution was  to  promote  their  welfare.  It 
seems,  however,  sir,  that  those  who  administer 
tiie  Government  read  that  instrument  different- 
ly, and  have  come  to  the  enlightened,  profound, 
liberal,  and  statesman-like  oondnsion,  that  the 
Government  was  created  merely  for  their  bene- 
fit, and  that  the  people  have  no  part  or  lot  in 
the  field  of  its  operations.  Let  us,  then,  examine 
for  a  moment  the  soundness  of  this  opinion,  so 
far  at  least  as  the  currency  is  concerned,  tltat 
being  the  matter  immediately  under  considera- 
tion. 

Every  one  familiar  with  the  history  of  the 
revolutionary  war,  knows  that  we  came  out  of 
that  conflict  with  a  ruined  commerce  and  a  de- 
based currency  of  inconvertible  paper;  that 
the  States  refined  to  confer  on  the  old  Congress 
tiie  power  to  levy  duties  on  imports,  and  were 
unable  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  that  indirect 
mode  of  taxation  themselves.  .  That  if  New 
York,  for  instance,  sought  to  raise  a  revenue 
from  her  commerce.  New  Jersey  interfered  and 
defeated  her  plans  by  throwing  open  her  ports. 
That,  in  the  same  manner,  the  commercial  regu- 
lations of  Pennsylvania  were  at  the  mercy  of 
the  State  of  Delaware,  and  were,  in  fact,  firas- 
trated  by  the  legislation  of  that  State ;  and  so 
ni  the  otiier  States.  In  the  hopeless  imbedlity 
of  oommereial  enterprise  which  grew  out  of 
this  oondition  of  things,  the  people  saw  the 
peoeaaity  of  9,  General  Government,  wjiich 


should  have  the  power  to  regulate  comnienN^ 
and  provide  a  uniform  and  sonnd  currency  for 
the  country.  The  main  and  immediate  inonoe- 
ment  for  tibe  formation  of  the  present  form  of 
Government  was  the  desire  to  escape  from  these 
distresses  and  embarrassments,  which,  from  their 
all-pervading  character,  could  only  b«  cored  by 
a  National  Government.  Hence  we  find  that 
the  express  power  is  given  in  the  constitntioo 
to  regulate  commerce,  as  well  as  the  express 
power  to  regulate  the  standards  of  value  and 
quantity,  which  are  the  legs  of  commerce. 

I  shall  not,  sir,  after  the  luminous  and  pow- 
erful argument  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Webstkb,)  upon  this  power  to  regu- 
late commerce,  attempt  to  say  any  thing  in 
illustration  or  support  of  it.  I  would  not  be 
chargeable  with  attempting  "  the  wasteful  and 
ridiculous  excess  of  adding  perfume  to  the  rose, 
or  gilding  refined  gold,"  but  will  content  my- 
self with  remarking,  that  one  might  fairly  con- 
clude that  as  commerce  in  modem  times  is  no 
longer  carried  on  by  barter,  bnt  is  conducted,  in 
its  minuter  details,  by  means  of  money ;  and, 
in  its  larger  operations,  by  the  conunercial 
currency  of  bills  of  exchange  and  promissory 
notes,  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  gives 
the  right  to  regulate  the  means  by  which  it  is 
conducted.  I  proceed,  therefore,  to  consider 
other  provisions  of  the  constitution.  My  pro- 
position is,  that  Congress  is  bound  to  famish  a 
sonnd  currency  of  coin  and  convertible  paper 
for  the  people  of  the  United  States.  I  a^-  of 
coin  ana  convertible  paper,  for  I  consider  the 
latter  as  equivalent  to  coin  in  the  nutter  of 
currency.  If,  therefore,  any  one  should  be  of 
opinion  that  Congress  is  bound  to  flimish  an 
entire  metallic  currency,  that  opinion  does  not 
weaken  the  strength  of  my  tu^gument,  the  views 
which  I  am  about  to  present  being  appllcaUe 
to  both  positions. 

In  the  first  place,  the  power  is  given  to  Con- 
gress "  to  coin  money."  For  what  purpose  is 
money  to  be  coined  ?  Not  that  it  may  be  mdt- 
ed  down,  and  manufactured  into  plate ;  not  that 
it  may  be  exported,  and  pass  into  foreign  mints, 
to  assume  some  other  form,  or  receive  soms 
other  impression ;  nor  that  it  may  be  hoarded 
as  a  matter  of  curiosity  or  avarice ;  but  that  it 
may  be  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  coined 
money  is, used,  nam^y,  the  currency  or  drcu- 
lating  medium  of  the  country.  I  say  of  the 
country,  because,  as  the  power  is  a  tmst  for 
the  general  welfare,  its  execution  most  have 
reference  to  the  end  of  its  existence.  In  the 
second  place.  Congress  is  authorized  to  puniali 
the  offence  "  of  counterfeiting  the  current  cmn 
of  the  United  States."  In  the  third  place,  the 
States  are  prohibited  from  coining  money. 
And,  in  tiie  fourth  place,  nothing  "  bat  gmd 
and  silver  coin  "  can  be  n^ade  a  tender  in  p^- 
ment  of  debts.  As  the  great  bosinesa  oS  vat- 
rency  is  to  pay  debts,  and  Congress  has  the 
exclusive  power  of  famishing  the  coin,  in 
which  alone  those  debts  can  be  legally  naid,  it 
follows  that  it  is  their  oonstitutional  an^  to 
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ftimish  snch  onrrency  of  coin,  or  what  ia  equiv- 
alent, of  convertible  paper;  for,  if  they  do 
not  ftimish  it,  no  other  power  can;  and  the 
irhole  bosinees  of  society  mnst  be  Bospended. 
The  pnrpose  of  currency  is  to  make  the  aggre- 
gate payments  of  the  country,  and  its  amount 
m  varae  has  reference  to  the  amount  of  those 
payments;  at  the  same  time,  every  payment 
presupposes  an  antecedent  debt,  though  it  exists 
Dot  for  a  moment  and  it  is  Congress  alone  that 
can  fbmiah  the  legal  means  of  mating  those 
pajnmenta. 

What,  then,  sir,  is  the  consequence  of  the  ez- 
istenoe  of  this  power  and  this  constitutional 
doty  as  regards  the  existing  condition  of  the 
currency  of  this  country,  composed,  as  it  is  a»- 
smned  to  be,  of  coin  fnrnishea  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  paper  ftimished  by  the  banks? 
What,  I  ask,  is  the  consequence  of  the  exist- 
ence of  that  duty  on  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment t  Why,  sir,  dearly,  the  obligation  so  to 
regnlate  the  issues  of  paper  by  the  banks  as  to 
ensure  its  convertibility  at  all  times  into  coin, 
and  thns  to  provide  a  sound  currency  of  coin 
and  convertible  paper  for  the  people.  If  it  be 
Hm  duty  of  Congress  to  furnish  either  a  metalUo 
currency,  or  a  mixed  currency  of  coin  and  con- 
vertible paper,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  metallic 
currency  for  the  purpose  of  business,  then  it  is 
bound  to  guard  agiunst  whatever  may  tend  to 
defeat  the  performance  of  its  duty ;  and  I  have 
already  shown  that  it  is  the  tendency  of  banks 
to  extend  their  issues  of  paper,  which  has  the 
effect  of  banishing  the  coin  from  circulation. 
If  Oongfees  does  not  regnlate  the  issnes  of  bulk 
paper,  then  the  banks  control  the  power  of 
Oongress  over  the  currency,  and  involve  it  in 
the  violation  of  a  constitutional  duty.  Ton 
cannot,  then,  abandon  the  banks  to  themselves 
without  being  recreant  to  that  duty.  Tou  mnst 
watch  over  them,  and  regnlate  their  issnes  of 
paper,  or  else  they  defeat  one  of  the  great  pur- 
poses for  which  this  Government  was  cre^»d. 
As  matters  stand  at  present,  yon  are  bound  to 
canse  them  to  return  to  specie  payments,  and 
afterwards  by  your  parental  care  to  guard 
against  another  suspension.  This  duty  I  have 
expressed  in  the  pnrase  "  to  provide  a  sound 
currency,"  that  is,  a  currency  f^ee  from  the  dan- 
ger of  degenerating  into  inconvertible  paper. 
As  to  the  question  of  the  proportion  of- the 
precious  metals  which  may  be  necessary  to 
ensure  that  result,  scnne  difference  of  opinion 
may  and  does  exist.  I  have  already  explained 
the  different  views  entertained  on  that  subject; 
but  all  are  agreed  that  for  that  purpose  were 
should  be  a  larger  infusion  of  ooin  into  the  cir- 
culation than  existed  at  the  time  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments. 

Then,  sir,  I  ask  if  yon  mnst  watch  over  the 
State  banks  and  regulate  their  issues  of  pn)er, 
why  not  use  them  as  fiscal  agents  ?  The  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  (Mr.  Brvxs)  proposes  to  do 
so.  I  shall  vote,  Mr.  President,  for  his  amend- 
ment, though  I  am  free  to  say  I  do  not  think 
it  the  best  that  could  be  c^ered. 


From  what  has  been  sfud,  it  is  apparent  that 
it  is  the  oonstitnti(Hial  duty  of  Congress  to  reg- 
ulate the  issues  of  bank  notes,  which  can  only 
be  done  in  one  of  two  ways,  either  by  means 
of  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  by  means  of 
a  stadp  duty  on  the  notes.  As  to  a  bank  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  out  of  the  question  at 
this  time ;  and  I  am  free  to  say,  sir,  that  I  con- 
sider it  altogether  inexpedient,  in  a  political 
point  of  view.  For  I  hold  it  to  be  extremely 
unwise  in  a  Government  constituted  like  ours 
to  attempt  to  force  public  opinion.  Ko  system 
can  be  suooessfully  administered  which  is  re- 
pugnant to  the  public  will ;  and  it  is  sufficient 
for  me,  in  this  instance,  that  there  is  strong 
reason  to  believe  that  the  minority  of  the  peo- 
ple are  opposed  to  a  national  bank.  I  have  no 
constitutional  scruples  on  the  subject ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  believe  that  it  is  necessvy  and 
proper  as  a  fiscal  agent  of.  the  Government, 
and  the  most  gentle  and  effectual  means  oi 
ftimishing  a  sound  and  uniform  currency  to  the 
country,  composed,  as  I  have  before  stated,  of 
ooin  and  convertible  paper.  But,  sir,  I  will  not 
consent  to  vote  for  such  an  institution,  antll  I 
am  satisfied  that  it  is  not  repugnant  to  the 
wishes  and  feelings  of  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple. There  is  no  other  mode  of  suppressing 
the  small  notes,  in  the  absence  of  a  bank  <x 
the.  United  States — I  mean,  of  course,  by  the 
action,  direct  or  indirect,  of  this  Grovemment 
— ^than  a  resort  to  the  taxingpower  by  impos- 
ing a  stamp  duty  on  them.  To  this  there  can- 
not, I  presume,  be  any  constitutional  objection, 
as  it  is  an  express  power,  justified  in  its  use  by 
the  great  object  of  promoting  the  general  wel- 
fsre,  but  in  this  instance  used  to  sustun  and 
enforce  another  express  power  and  high  consti- 
tutional duty,  of  supplying  the  country  with  a 
sound  currency  of  coin  or  its  equivalent. 

Mr.  Batard  continued  his  argnment  at  much 
length,  reviewing  the  plan  of  tae  Government, 
and  condemning  the  sub-Treasury  system  at 
keeping  the  public  moneys  as  unsafe  in  itself 
and  lei^ng  to  fraud  and  peculation. 

Mr.  Wbioht  rose  and  said  he  would  exam- 
ine, for  a  moment,  the  measures  which  the 
committee  had  repeated  to  the  Senate,  iliat,  in 
that  way,  it  might  be  seen  what  was  their  tend- 
ency and  effect,  and  how  for  the  committee  had 
been  derelict  in  their  attention  to  the  wants  of 
the  citizens  generally,  or  in  proposing  sooh 
^neasures  of  relief  as  the  Government  could 
adopt.  He  certainly  did  not  intend  to  discuss 
now  measures  which  had  passed  the  Senate 
and  gone  to  the  House  many  days  since,  but  he 
trusted  a  reference  to  these  measures^  for  the 
puroose  he  had  avowed,  would  be  not  only 
paraonable,  but  proper. 

The  first  was  the  bill  to  postpone  the  trans- 
fer of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposit  with 
the  States.  The  committee  found  that  the 
existing  law  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
to  make  this  transfer  to  the  States,  of  about 
nine  and  one-third  millions  of  dollars,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  present  month ;  on  yesterday. 
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They  found  tbst  the  means  in  the  Treasury, 
from  which  alone  it  conld  be  made,  were  in  the 
late  deposit  banks,  and  in  the  deferred  and  un- 
paid merchants'  bonds  for  duties.  If  the  trans- 
ror  mnst  be  made,  the  banks  and  the  merchants 
mnst  be  called  npon  for  immediate  payments, 
to  enable  the  Treasury  to  make  it.  Conse- 
quently, the  customers  of  the  bank,  and  of  the 
merchants,  must  Ve  called  upon  to  pay  them, 
that  they  might  be  able  to  pay  the  Gbvem- 
ment.  The  committee  supposed  it  impolitic  to 
make  the  call,  and  oppress  the  debtor  citizens, 
merdy  that  the  Treasury  mieht  obtain  the 
money  to  transfer  for  safe-keepmg.  They  con- 
ridered  it  wiser  and  better  to  postpone  the 
transfer  and  give  time  to  the  banks  and  mer- 
chants to  pay.  Therefore,  they  presented  the 
bill  in  question :  and  was  it  not  a  relief  bill  ? 
Did  any  one  look  on  it  as  a  relief  to  the  banks 
and  merchants  onlyf  Did  any  one  suppose 
that  the  banks  actually  had  in  their  possession, 
locked  up  in  their  vaults,  the  money  they  owe 
to  the  Government,  or  that  the  merchants  were 
in  funds  to  pay  their  deferred  bonds,  without  a 
call  upon  their  customers?  On  the  contrary, 
did  not  all  know  that  the  banks  had  loaned 
these  moneys  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their 
banking  operations,  and  that  they  could  not  pay 
"withont  collecting  these  loans  at  this  difficult 
period  for  borrowers  to  pay  ?  Did  not  all  know 
that  the  inability  of  the  importing  merchants 
to  pay,  proceeded  from  the  inability  of  their 
customers  to  pay,  and  that,  if  prised  for  pay- 
ment by  the  Government,  they  mnst  press 
those  customers  ?  And  who  are  the  customers 
of  the  banks  and  the  merchants?  Are  they 
not  the  people,  and  the  whole  people  ?  Would 
any  one  say,  then,  that  this  was  not  a  relief 
bill  ?  That  this  was  a  bill  for  the  Government, 
and  not  for  the  people  ? 

The  second  bill  reported  by  the  committee, 
was  to  authorize  the  emission  of  ten  millions 
of  dollars  in  value  of  Treasunr  notes ;  in  this 
form  to  borrow,  upon  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dAllars  in 
money — and  for  what  ?  To  enable  the  Treasury 
to  get  on,  and  grant  time  to  the  debtor  banks 
and  merchants.  The  committee  found  the 
Treasury  in  want  of  means  to  answer  the  ordi- 
nary calls  npon  it,  and  that  those  means  mast 
be  realized,  either  from  a  prompt  collection  of 
the  demands  dae  to  it,  or  from  moneys  raised 
upon  public  credit.  For  the  reasons  which  indue* 
ed  them  to  recommend  a  postponement  of  the 
fhrther  deposits  with  the  States,  they  were  also 
indnced  to  present  this  bill  to  the  Senate,  and 
thus,  so,far  as  the  current  calls  upon  the  Treas- 
ury should  require  it,  to  interpose  the  pablic 
credit  between  the  wants  of  the  Government 
and  the  rigid  coUeotion  of  its  dues.  Was  this 
bill  to  be  considered  in  the  mere  light  of  a  care 
for  the  Government,  without  regard  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  citizens  ?  Who  were  to  be  affect- 
ed by  a  prompt  and  rigid  collection  of  the 
public  dues?  Not  the  (Government,  or  the 
Treasury,  but  the  public  debtors.    Who  were 


the  public  deiitors  ?  The  banks  and  the  mer- 
chants immediately :  the  borrowers  tnm  the 
banks  and  the  customers  of  the  merdiante  sub- 
stantially. And  who  were  the  borrowen  bm 
the  banks  and  the  customers  of  the  meithiDb 
but  the  people  of  the  country. 

The  third  bill  reported  by  the  committee  ytv 
to  grant  time  to  the  importing  merchsntB  opoD 
their  bonds  due,  and  to  become  due,  for  »  jeti 
from  the  present  time.  The  extension,  aaeented 
to  by  the  committee,  and  ordered  by  tlie  Sen- 
ate, was  nine  months  upon  each  bond.  Would 
any  one  question  that  that  was  a  relief  measure 
to  the  merchants  ?  Did  any  one  suppose  tht 
the  relief  afforded  by  that  bill  was  designed  to 
reach  no  fhrther  than  the  merchants  who  owed 
the  bonds  ?  No,  sir.  It  was  the  customers  of 
those  merchants,  the  persons  who  had  pnrcho- 
ed  for  consumption  and  use  the  goods  ipm 
which  the  duties  were  payable,  that  the  m 
was  to  relieve.  Few,  comparatively,  of  tho« 
who  occupy  these  seats  would  have  voted  for 
that  measure,  had  its  influence  and  aeticn  been 
confined  to  the  merchants  only.  But  tk; 
could  not  indulge  their  debtors  nnlees  tliej 
could  be  indulged  by  the  Government,  becMse 
they  must  collect  if  they  must  pay.  To  entUe 
them  to  grant  the  indulgence  which  the  ttite 
of  the  times  and  the  condition  of  the  jaomiti} 
affairs  of  the  country  demanded,  was  the  de- 
sign and  object,  and  woold  be  the  effect,  of  the 
biU.  Who,  then,  would  deny  to  it  its  relief 
character  ? 

The  fourth  bill  which  the  committee  present- 
ed for  the  acceptance  of  the  Senate,  wia  one  to 
extend  a  proportionate  indulgence  to  the  late 
deposit  banks  for  the  payment  of  the  bahncts 
remuning  due  from  them  to  the  public  Treasu- 
ry. It  was  true  that  these  institutions  itood 
upon  a  different  footing  from  the  merdianta. 
They  had  merely  received  fie  public  ""•"^ 
for  safe-keeping.  The  moneys  were  kgiDy  and 
technically  m  ttie  Treasury,  but  were  they  there 
in  fact?  Could  the  Treasurer  command  them 
for  the  uses  of  the  Government  or  the  people! 
No.  They  were  unavailable  funds  in  the  Tr^ 
ury.  And  why  were  they  unavailable  tod?) 
Because  the  banks  had  got  them  locked  in  tier 
vaults,  and  were  not  willing  to  pay  them  upon 
demand  ?  No,  sir :  but  because  the  banks  had 
them  not ;  because  they  were  loaned  to  the 
customers  of  the  banks,  the  citizens  of  the 
country,  who  could  not  pay  on  demand.  IM 
relation  of  debtor  and  creditor,  in  its  o^^^^ 
acceptation,  was  not  intended  to  be  created  hj 
the  law  establishing  the  late  bank  deposit  e}^ 
tem.  It  was  a  mere  agency  for  the  ssfe-kew- 
ing  of  the  money,  which  the  law  recogoiM 
but  that  agency  had  been  turned  into  the  reto- 
tion  of  debtor  and  creditor  by  the  faUnre  of  in* 
banks  to  fulfil  on  their  part— into  the  mostnn- 
pleasant  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor;  « 
creditor  who  wants  and  debtors  who  csMOt 
pay.  Indulgence,  therefore,  became  a  matter 
of  interest  to  the  creditor,  as  adding  to  tM 
chances  of  eventual  payment ;  and  of  &vor  to 
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the  debtors,  as  giving  them  time  to  collect  the 
means  for  payment.  To  whom,  then,  was  the 
&vor,  the  relief,  extended  ?  To  the  banks  or 
to  Uteir  costomers  ?  Most  assuredly  to  the  lat- 
ter. The  banks  ooold  pay  if  they  could  collect ; 
and,  if  compelled  to  pay,  they  would  be  com- 
pelled to  collect.  Their  power  to  indulge  de- 
pended upon  the  indulgence  extended  to  them ; 
and  could  it  be  said  that  a  measure  giving  to 
them  four,  six,  and  nine  months,  to  pay  tneir 
balances  to  the  Treasury,  was  a  measure  solely 
eoafined  to  the  protection  of  the  Government, 
without  regard  to  the  relief  of  the  people  ? 

These  were  the  first  four  bills  presented  by 
the  committee  to  the  Senate,  and  yet  they  were 
told  that  they  had  forgotten  the  sufferhig  in- 
terests of  our  great  community  in  their  exdu- 
sivo  care  for  the  Grovemment  and  its  ofiScors. 
Was  the  charge  Just  or  merited  ?  These  bills 
had  all  received  the  final  action  of  the  Senate, 
and  all,  save  one,  had  passed  this  body  by  near- 
ly unanimous  votes,  while  that  one  hod  passed 
by  a  large  mfyority.  It  was  true  that  the  con- 
nection between  them  was  intimate,  and  that, 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  each  subsequent  one 
was  predicated  upon  the  success  of  its  prede- 
cessor, while  all  were  most  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  condition  and  action  of  the  public 
Treasury. 

Indeed,  it  was 'but  candid  to  say  that  the 
committee  knew  of  no  direct  relief  which  Con- 
gress could  properly  afiford  to  the  distresses  of 
the  people  of  the  country,  but  such  as  should 
grow  out  of  the  existing  connection  between 
Die  means  of  the  Treasury  and  the  banking  and 
mercantile  interests.  These  bills  covered  all 
tliat  groand,  and  no  difierence  of  opinion  could 
possibly  exist  i^  to  them,  unless  it  should  arise 
npoa  the  principle  of  indulgence,  or  the  time 
<^  indulgence.  No  such  difference  bad  been 
manifested  in  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  the 
respective  measures,  and  therefore  it  was  right 
to  assume  that  none  existed.  Some  had  sup- 
posed that  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  bor- 
row the  nine  and  one-third  millions,  covered 
by  the  first  bill,  that  it  might  be  tranrferred  to 
the  States  for  safe-keeping;  and  propositions 
having  that  tendency  had  been  presented  to, 
and  acted  upon  by,  the  Senate,  but  they  did 
not  meet  with  favor.  The  body  did  not  seem 
to  suppose  that  such  a  disposition  of  the  pubUc 
cr«dit  would  be  a  measure  of  relief  either  to 
the  Government  or  the  people,  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Take,  then,  the  four  measures  referred  to, 
sum  them  up  in  their  combined  action,  and  to 
what  do  they  amount  as  relief  to  the  communi- 
ty ?  The  first  is  equal  to  a  forbearance  to  col- 
lect nine  and  one-third  millions  of  dollars  from 
the  customers  of  the  banks  and  the  merchants, 
to  be  transferred  to  the  States  for  safe-keeping. 
The  three  last  authorize  a  loan,  upon  the  public 
credit,  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Gktvernment  and 
meet  the  pablic  appropriations,  and  a  forbeor- 
aooe  of  the  collection  of  that  snm  from  the 


public  debtors,  that  they  too  may  be  able  to 
forbear  collections,  at  this  trying  period,  fttim 
those  who  are  indebted  to  them.  Here,  then, 
is  direct  and  positive  relief  to  the  amount  of 
nineteen  and  one-third  millions  of  dollars. 
Might  he  not,  then,  ask,  with  some  force  and 
some  justice,  whether  the  committee  were  ob- 
noxious to  the  charge  of  having  forgotten  the 
interests  of  the  people  in  their  core  for  the 
Government?  He  would  iiere  dismiss  Ma 
topic. 

The  next  and  only  remaining  charge  against 
the  committee  which  he  proposed  to  notice 
was,  that  in  tlieir  action  they  hod  entirely  over- 
looked, or  wholly  neglected  to  act  upon,  one 
of  the  most,  nay,  the  very  most,  important  of 
the  subjects  presented  for  their  action  in  the- 
Message  of  the  President  referred '  to  them ; 
that  uiey  had  reported  no  bill  declaring  th« 
description  of  currency  which  should  T^  re- 
ceivable in  payment  of  the  public  dues.  Ha 
did  not  refer  to  this  complaint  agunst  the  ac- 
tion of  the  committee  for  the  purpose  of  repre- 
senting it  as  unjust  or  ungenerous;  not  evea 
for  the  purpose  of  refitting  it.  It  had  come 
from  oppioeite  sides  of  the  House,  and  it  might 
be  well  founded.  The  fact  was  certainly  as 
alleged ;  and  his  only  purpose  was  to  give  the 
reasons  which  governed  himself  and  which,  he 
was  certain,  governed  the  migority  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  the  conclusion  to  report  no  bill  upon 
the  subject  of  the  currency  to  be  received  mto 
the  public  Treasury.  Those  reasons  had  been, 
and  still  were,  satisfactory  to  himself,  as  he 
doubted  not  they  were  to  his  colleagues  upon 
the  committee ;  but  the  course  of  action  of  the 
Senate  upon  this  bill,  seemed  to  indicate,  and 
its  final  action  would  probably  show, -that  they 
were  not  satisfactory  to  the  majority  of  the 
body.  Should  tbta  be  so,  the  committee  would 
be  content,  when  their  reasons  had  been  placed 
fairly  before  the  Senate  and  the  country. 

They  found  the  Message  presenting,  among 
others,  two  distinct  points,  both,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  committee,  most  deeply  interesting 
to  the  public  Treasury,  the  Government,  and 
the  country.  The  first  was  the  continuance  of 
the  septuation  between  the  moneys  of  the  peo- 
ple and  the  State  banks,  which  the  operation 
of  the  existing  laws  and  the  conduct  of  the 
banks  had  already  produced.  The  other  was 
a  gradnal  and  safe  discontinuance  of  the  recep- 
tion of  the  bills  of  the  State  banks  in  payment 
of  the  pablic  dues,  and  an  eventual  return  to 
the  collection  of  gold  and  silver  and  suoh'pqter 
as  should  be  issued  upon  the  faith  and  creoit  of 
the  United  States,  and  be,  by  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress, made  receivable  for  debts  due  to  the 
United  States.  The  laws  as  they  are,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  deposit  and  safe-keeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  seemed  to  the  committee  to  re- 
quire immediate  action,  if  the  recommendation 
of  the  President  was  to  be  carried  out  and 
made  a  part  of  our  permanent  policy.  Hence 
they  reported  to  the  Senate  the  bill  now  under 
discnssicm.    They  were  not  immindfhl   that 
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some  regulation  OS  to  thedescriptions of  carrency 
to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues 
might  become  neoesaary,  in  case  the  new  system 
of  deposits  sbonld  be  adopted  and  the  present 
eondition  of  the  banks  should  be  changed ;  bat 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  banks  and  of 
the  law  npon  this  point,  they  could  see  no  ne- 
cessity for  immediate  action,  or  for  any  present 
change  of  the  existing  laws.  They  felt  that 
tb«  two  subjects  were  somewhat  connected, 
but  not  so  intimately  as  to  require  or  demand 
that  both  shonld  be  embraced  in  the  same  bill. 
They  knew  that  great  diversity  of  sentiment 
IM«vailed  as  to  botn,  and  that  different  opinions 
were  held  by  those  who  had  hitherto  been 
friends  and  supporters  of  the  administration,  as 
'  irdl  as  between  them  and  their  common  politi- 
cal exponents.  Under  these  circumstances,  and 
with  the  distinct  expression  of  a  desire,  on  the 
part  of  a  large  majority  of  the  Senate,  that  the 
present  session  should  be  terminated  at  the 
earliest  possible  day,  the  committee  felt  bound 
to  present  every  subject  from  their  hands  in  the 
most  simple  and  distinct  form,  and  in  a  shape 
which  miffht  receive  the  definitive  action  of  the 
1)ody  with  the  least  possible  consumption  of 
time.  With  this  view  they  reported  separate 
bills  npon  every  subject  upon  which  they  did 
report,  and  the  same  consideration  influenced 
them  to  omit  reports  upon  all  subjects  which 
tbey  supposed  might  be  deferred  to  the  regular 
annaal  session,  without  injury  to  any  important 
interest,  public  or  private.  By  the  law,  as  it 
stands,  the  notes  of  non-specie  paying  banks 
can  neither  be  received  in  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic dues,  nor  paid  to  the  public  creditors.  He 
was  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  say  that,  for  all 
practical  purposes  either  to  the  Government  or 
tbe  people,  there  were,  at  this  time,  no  other 
banks  in  the  country,  and  he  was  much  more 
sorry  to  be  compelled  to  believe  that  there 
would  not,  in  a  practical  sense,  be  any  such 
banks  until  after  the  time  when  Congress  would 
be  again  in  session.  No  one  had  proposed,  and 
be  was  happy  to  know  that  no  one  would  pro- 
pose, to  make  the  inconvertible  notes  of  non- 
specie  paying  banks  receivable  at  the  public 
Treasory,  and  surely  no  one  could  have  expect- 
ed snoh  a  proposition  from  the  committee.  The 
revenues,  then,  to  every  practical  extent,  are 
now  receivable  in  gold  and  silver  only,  unless 
Congress  shall,  at  its  jjresent  session,  create  a 
paper  npon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment, fuid  make  it  receivable  for  the  public 
dnes. '  Hence  the  absence  of  any  immediate 
necessity  for  legislation  npon  this  point  The 
committee  further  believed,  what  nas  already 
been  proved  to  he  true,  that  any  bill  npon  this 
subject  would  lead  to  long  and  grave  discussion, 
and  tend  to  protract  the  session.  For  these 
reasons  they  had  omitted  to  report  upon  this 
subject,  and  he  had  as  yet  seen  nothing  to 
change  his  opinion  of  the  wisdom  of  uieir 
coarse.  He  sdll  believed  that  the  connection 
of  these  two  subjects  in  the  same  bill  was  nn- 
dedraUe ;  that  it  would  retard  action,  and  be 


greatly  feared  embarrass  the  bill  which  the  ooni- 
mittee  had  reported,  and  the  passage  of  vhidi 
they  considered  to  be  of  high  public  unportuet 
The  matter,  however,  was  now  with  the  Seoite, 
and  he  should  cheerfully  submit  to  its  choice. 
If  called  upon  to  vote  npon  the  propoeitioD  b»- 
fpre  it,  he  was  ready  to  vote,  whetho'  they 
should  be  insisted  upon  as  amendments  to  the 
committee's  bill,  or  as  an  independent  niet«ii«, 

Having  said  thus  mnoh  by  way  of  ezplao*- 
tion,  and  he  hoped,  to  some  extent,  in  justifie*- 
tion,  of  the  coarse  and  action  of  the  committee, 
be  would  now  pass  to  a  brief  discusnon  of  tk 
bill  before  the  Senate. 

The  crisis,  he  said,  was  one  of  the  deepest 
interest.  Every  man  in  these  seats,  every  cit- 
izen of  the  country,  felt  it  to  be  so.  BtUl,  it> 
peculiar  character  could  not  be  too  often  ad- 
verted to,  or  too  firmly  fixed  in  the  memory  ol 
all.  Dnring  a  period  of  profound  peace ;  after 
a  series  of  years  of  unexampled  abundiuioe  in 
every  production  of  the  earth,  and  every  prod- 
uct of  labor;  with  a  currency  more  abnsdut 
than  our  yoang  country  had  ever  before  wit- 
nessed, and  standing  as  strong  in  the  public 
confidence  as  our  paper  currency  had  erer 
stood ;  with  ready  markets,  and  prices  hi^er 
than  any  former  period  of  peace  had  sostuoed; 
under  tlie  influence  of  all  these  elements  ud 
evidences  of  prosperity  and  wealth,  nstiontl 
and  individual,  and  at  the  entrance  npon  is- 
other  of  those  rich  and  fruitftil  seasons  with 
which  a  kind  Providence  so  frequently  hleaes 
our  fertile  soil — a  season  not  surpassea  by  any 
which  has  preceded  it  in  the  abundance  H  has 
returned  to  the  husbandman  for  his  labor— at 
such  a  time,  and  nnder  such  circamstaneea,  the 
revulsion  came,  and  in  an  insta§t,  as  it  "'^^"^ 
in  a  single  night — the  whole  beiwty  of  this  rich 
scene  was  changed.  That  currency,  so  ahnn- 
dant  and  creditable,  become  depreciated,  incon- 
vertible, and  debased.  Those  markets,  so  qni(± 
and  active,  and  profitable,  became  stagnant  and 
deserted.  Those  prices,  so  alluring  to  Mlte^ 
prise  and  industry,  were  changed  to  a  prioekei 
mass  of  unsalable  commodities. 

That  all  should  have  inquired  after  the  caaea 
of  this  sad  and  sadden  change,  was  most  nat- 
ural. That  statesmen  should  have  done  to,  ^ 
necessary  to  the  discharee  of  their  delicate  and 
responsible  duties.  The  President  of  the  United 
SUtes,  to  qnalify  himself  for  the  perfonnance 
of  his  oonstitntional  duty  of  giving  to  Congreii 
"  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  re- 
commending to  their  consideration  such  measj 
ures  as  he  Mall  Judge  necessary  and  expedient, 
has  done  this.  In  his  Message,  he  has  P^«JJ 
ns  his  opinion  of  the  causes  which  have  bronpt 
upon  oar  country  this  sndden  and  sireeppg 
r^vnlsion.  It  was  not  his  purpose  to  eiMUM 
the  correctness  of  these  opinions  of  the  It* 
dent.  No  one  had  expressed  a  doubt  t^*'.™^ 
were  honestly  entertained,  and  all  sdmittw 
that  they  had  been  clearly,  frankly,  and  fiW 
expressed.  They  had*  been  the  subject  rfw» 
and  extended  criticism  in  the  course  of  v» 
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debate,  and  he  thought  also  the  imbiect  of 
equally  aible  and  perfectly  trimnphant  defence. 
EDtertaining  this  opinion,  he  had  hut  a  single 
remark  to  make  in  regard  to  them,  and  that 
was,  that  he  had  heard  criticism  and  contradic- 
tion &om  some  qnarters  of  the  House  delivered 
in  a  nasnner  and  in  language  which  excited  his 
profound  regret — ^in  a  manner  and  in  language 
which  he  would  not,  if  he  could,  (and  he  was 
most  thankful  he  could  not,)  imitate,  towards 
friend  or  opponent. 

He  had  listened  to  the  Rebate,  however,  with 
profound  attention;  and  while  all  had  their 
peculiar  views  of  the  causes  of  the  present  de- 
rangement in  our  monetary  affairs,  and  while 
the  views  of  the  diflerent  speakers  differed  ma- 
terially as  to  the  immediate  and  most  active 
canses,  he  thought  there  were  certain  general 
portions  substantially  conceded  by  all ;  which, 
being  drawn  out  and  placed  in  their  proper 
order,  would  advance  us  very  far  in  the  wide 
field  of  discnssion  presented  and  occupied  by 
the  Tarioos  members.  He  had  'fendeavored, 
therefore,  to  place  these  positions  upon  paper, 
and  to  give  them  an  order  best  calonlatea  to 
promote  this  object    They  were  as  follows : 

1.  That  wide-spread  and  highly  injurious  de- 
rangements have  been,  and  are  experienced,  in 
the  banUng  concerns  and  in  most  of  the  busi- 
ness transactions  of  the  country. 

2.  That  the  present  embarrassments  in  the 
affairs  of  individuals  are,  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent,  caused,  or  greatly  increased,  by  the  ex- 
isting embarrassments  in  the  affwrs  of  the 
banks. 

8.  That  an  undue  multiplication  of  banks  by 
many  of  the  State  Legislatures,  and  excessive 
issues  of  paper  money  by  the  State  banks,  are 
among  the  most  prominent  of  the  causes  wnich 
have  brought  abont  these  embarrassments  of  the 
banks,  and  consequently  of  business  generally. 

4.  That  a  material  enlargement  of  the  specie 
basis  for  onr  paper  circulation,  is  indispensable 
to  the  security  of  the  bonks,  and  the  stability 
of  the  paper  currency. 

5.  That  all  banks  of  issue  and  circulation  are 
liable  to  excesses,  and  that  the  State  banks, 
from  their  distant  locations,  rival  interests,  and 
the  variety  and  diversity  of  their  business  and 
associations,  are  peculiarly  so  liable,  which  ren- 
ders it  desirable  and  important  that  the  fiscal 
action  of  this  Government  should  never  be  so 
directed  as  to  promote  these  excesses,  while,  so 
£ir  as  that  can  be  safely  and  oonstitntionally 
done,  it  AionM  be  so  directed  as  to  have  an 
equal  tendency,  in  all  parts  of  our  extended 
oonfederacy,  to  check  them. 

6.  That  the  powers  of  Congress,  to  prevent 
the  evil  of  excessive  banking  by  the  State  insti- 
tutions, are,  in  no  sense,  direct  and  positive, 
but  are,  in  whatever  form  they  may  be  exer- 
cised, incidental  and  consequential,  growing 
oat  of  the  expressly  granted  powers. 

So  far  he  thought  all  could  agree  and  walk 
together  in  this  trying  crisis.  He  was  not 
aware  that  any  one  wonld  controvert  either  of 


these  positions,  while  he  was  snre  that  most  at 
those  who  had  addressed  the  Senate,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  upon  ^atever  side  of  the 
House,  had  substantially  assumed  them. 

The  difference  seemed  to  arise  as  wo  passed 
the  last  proposition,  and-  came  to  inquire  how 
this  incidental  power  of  Congress  should  be 
exercised.  The  late  catastrophe  to  the  banks 
and  business  of  the  country,  had  satisfied  tdl 
that  something  was  wrong  in  the  working  of 
our  monetary  system,  but  the  seat  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  the  appropriate  remedy,  were  qnea- 
tions  upon  which  opinions  differed. 

The  President  was  bound,  in  recommending 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress  such  measures 
as  he  Judged  necessary  and  expedient,  to  point 
out  his  view  of  the  evil,  so  far  as  he  shonld 
consider  it  connected  with  and  remediable  by 
federal  legislation,  and  to  present  his  plan  of 
remedy.  He  has  done  so  frankly  and  fully, 
and  as  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance have  agI^eed  with  him,  and  have  reported 
the  bill  imder  consideration  to  carry  ont  his 
recommendation  upon  this  point,  it  wonld  be 
his  duty,  Mr.  W.  said,  to  examine  that  bill  in 
its  favorable  and  unfavorable  influences  upon 
the  Treasury,  npon  the  Government,  upon  the 
banks,  and  upon  the  currency  generally.  The 
safe  keeping  of  the  pnblio  moneys  became  sep- 
arated from  the  State  bonks,  in  May  last,  by 
the  voluntary  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks,  and  the  operation  of  the  existing 
laws  npon  that  act,  and  the  bill  proposes  to 
continue  the  separation. 

He  wonld  now  procMd  to  inqnire  what  in- 
fluences, favorable  or  un&vorable,  the  bill  to 
make  this  separation  between  all  banks  and  the 
public  money  permanent,  would  exert  npon  the 
pnblio  Treasury.  It  would  give  to  the  Treas- 
ury direct  possession,  and  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  its  means  at  all  times,  and  under  all  oirenm- 
stances.  They  would  consist  not  of  bank  cred- 
its, but  of  money,  and  wonld,  therefore,  not  be 
subject  to  any  of  the  fluctuations  to  which  baak 
credits  must  be  always  liable.  The  means  <^ 
the  Treasury  wonld  be  the  valne  received,  and 
not  the  mere  representation  of  that  value  in 
account. 

It  wonld  ^ve  to  the  Treasury  the  perfeot 
command  of  its  means.  It  wonld  no  lon^r  b^ 
troubled  with  unavailable  fhnds,  a  desonptioii 
of  funds  well  known  to  it  for  the  last  twenty 
years ;  which  have  always  grown  exclusively 
out  of  its  connection  with  banks ;  which  now 
constitute  almost  its  onlv  resource  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  creditors ;  and  the  oonse- 
qnence  of  which  character  ghren  to  the  means 
of  the  Treasury,  so  far  as  he  was  informed,  had, 
more  than  any  other  single  cause,  compelled  the 
convention  of  Congress  at  this  inconvenient, 
and  be  thonght  he  might  safely  say  dangerous, 
season  of  the  year.  It  might  be  well  here  to 
define  this  term  "  unavailable  ftands,"  as  implied 
to  the  means  in  the  public  Treasury,  He  un- 
derstood them  to  consist,  now  and  upaa  all 
former  occarions,  dther  of  bank  notes,  whieh 
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the  banks  issaing  them  conld  not  redeem  in 
specie,  or  any  thing  else  which  wonld  pay  the 
debts  of  the  Government;  or  of  moneys  re- 
ceived by  the  banks  for  safe  keeping,  and  which 
tiiey  conld  not  pay,  upon  demand,  in  the  legal 
currency  of  the  country,  or  in  any  currency, 
which  the  creditors  of  the  Government  would 
consent  to  receive  as  money.  An  entire  sep- 
aration from  banks  would  of  course  relieve  tiie 
public  Treasury  from  this  embarrassment  for  the 
future.  It  would,  at  all  times,  enable  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  the  demands  upon  it,  when  the 
money  of  the  people  had  been  collected  and 
placed  in  its  keeping  for  that  purpose ;  whereas, 
tinder  the  connection,  these  moneys  were  liable 
to  become  unavailable  in  the  hands  of  the 
banks,  and  the  people  again  to  be  called  upon 
to  raise,  either  frc»n  their  pockets,  or  upon  their 
credit,  the  means  to  pay  those  very  debts  for 
the  payment  of  which  uiey  had  once  provided 
by  depositing  the  money  in  bank. 

A  continuance  of  the  separation  would  fhrther 
relieve  the  Treasury  from  the  necessity  of  using 
its  means  to  sustain  the  credit  of  banks,  when 
revulsions  in  trade,  and  general  shocks  to  credit, 
should  bring  the  banks  m  jeopardy.  These  re- 
vulsions must  be  always  more  or  less  frequent 
in  every  commercial  country,  and  most  fre- 
quent and  most  severe  in  tiiose  which  most 
extensively  adopt  a  system  of  p^er  or  credit 
orouladon  and  currency..  li,  then,  the  means 
of  the  National  Treasury  are  confided  to  the 
safe  keeping  of  the  banks  which  furnish  that 
paper  or  credit  circulation  and  currency,  they 
must  be  always  subject  to  the  fluctuations,  re- 
vulsions, and  incidents,  to  which  the  credit  of 
the  banks  are  subject.  They  become  mere 
credits  with  the  banks,  and  cannot  be  exempted 
from  the  influences  which  affect  its  other  cred- 
its. Can  the  fiscal  officers  of  the  Government, 
then,  neglect  to  put  forth  their  exertions,  and 
the  means  at  their  command,  to  sustain  the 
credit  of  those  banks,  when  occasion  shall  call ; 
whose  credits  constitute  the  means  of  the  pub- 
lic Treasury  itself?  He  was  not  ignorant  of  the 
flrwt,  that  loud  and  startling  complaints  had 
been  made  in  this  hall  against  a  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  mere  suspicion  that 
he  had  used  the  means  of  the  Treasury  to  sus- 
tain the  credit  of  the  deposit  banks ;  but  would 
any  gentieman  deny  that,  under  this  oondse 
and  practical  view  of  the  consequences  of  a  oon- 
necnou  between  the  Treasurr  ca  the  people  and 
the  banks,  it  must  frequently  become  the  im- 
perious duty  of  that  officer,  a  duty  as  binding 
as  that  of  keeping  the  Treasury  in  a  mtnation 
to  answer  the  calls  upon  it,  to  exert  this  power, 
and  80  to  locate  the  means  of  the  Treasury,  as 
to  render  it  as  effective  as  possible  ?  The  conse- 
quence was  unavoidable,  and  still .  the  exercise 
of  such  a  power  would  always  be  odious  in  a 
political  sense,  and  must  always  be  more  or 
less  invidious  in  a  financial  sense.  It  could 
Bever  be  exerted  equally  towards  all  the  banks, 
bat  must  be  used  especially  in  favor  of  those 
irliieh  should  be,  for  tbp  time  being,  the  depos- 


itories of  the  public  ftrnds.  Its  influence,  thai, 
might  often  be  unfavorable,  and  even  injurioos 
towards  institutions  which  had  promoted  as 
mndi  as  any  other,  the  collection  and  prompt 
payment  of  the  public  revenues,  but  whidi 
should  not,  on  the  day  of  trouble,  be  safe  keep- 
ers of  any  portion  of  those  revenues.  Is  it  not 
desirable,  if  it  can  be  done  with  safety  to  tUL 
interests  to  be  regarded,  to  relieve  the  Treasury, 
and  the  head  of  the  fiscal  department  of  tins 
Government,  from  this  always  so  delicate,  and 
frequently  so  odious,  an  exercise  of  the  power 
and  influence  of  the*  public  ftmds,  upon  the 
credit  of  the  banks  and  the  business  of  the  conn- 
try  ?  He  must  say  that  a  proper  national  pride, 
and  a  just  feeling  of  patriotism,  seemed  to  him 
to  demand  it,  at  any  expense  short  of  the  poa- 
five  sacrifice  of  some  paramount  public  in- 
terest. 

A  further  benefit  to  be  derived  from  a  sys- 
tem which  shall  make  the  Treasury  the  keeper 
of  its  own  means,  and  especially  if  those  means 
Bhall  be  collected  and  oisbnrsed  in  the  legal 
currency  of  gold  and  silver,  or  of  paper  issi^ 
upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Government 
only,  will  be  a  perfect  uniformity  of  value  in 
the  collections  and  disbursements  of  the  Treas- 
ury, wherever  made.  Its  operations  will  be- 
come stable  and  certain  in  every  sense,  and  all 
the  contracts  with  the  Government  may  be 
made  without  the  customary  deductions  on  ac- 
count of  the  anticipated  receipt  of  a  depreciated 
medium  of  payment.  Every  citizen  can  make 
his  proposals  for  the  public  works  or  public  sup- 
plies, wherever  may  be  the  place  of  his  resi- 
dence, or  the  place  of  payment  under  the  con- 
tract, based  upon  the  par  of  money,  and  will 
not  be  driven  to  an  uncertain  calculation  upon 
the  fluctuations  of  exchange  and  the  uocertain- 
ties  of  credit. 

These  are  some  of  the  benefits  to  be  antici- 
pated to  the  public  Treasury  from  a  permanent 
separation  "from  the  banks.  "What  are  the  in- 
juries, the  unfavorable  influences,  if  any,  to 
stand  against-  these  benefits  ?  He  had  heard 
but  one  suggested,  so  far  as  the  interests  and 
conveniences  of  the  Treasury  are  concerned,  and 
he  must  say  but  that  one  had  occurred  to  his 
mind.  The  expense  and  trouble  of  remitting 
specie,  in  cases  where  that  should  become  ne- 
cessary, was,  he  believed,  the  only  drawback 
upon  the  Treasury  for  all  these  benefits,  and  a 
short  examination  would  show  the  weight  of 
this  objection. 

Under  the  system  of  bank  deports,  drafts 
from  the  Treasurer,  upon  the  different  deposi- 
tories, and  from  one  depository  upon  another, 
are  made  the  medium  of  remittance  in  all  ordi- 
nary cases,  and,  where  the  drafts  are  ftally  cred- 
ited, supersede  the  necessity  of  an  actual  trans- 
portation of  the  money  in  almost  all  the  opera- 
tions of  the  public  Treasury.  Nothing  in  th« 
system  proposed,  prevents  the  use  of  the  same 
medium  for  remittance  and  exchange.  The 
drafts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
upon  a  receiving  officer  of  the  Government^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DKBATB8  OF  OOMQSlSe. 


4a 


OCTOBXB,  1887.] 


»A-iyttimrf  Sill. 


[Snuap 


irill  certainly  hAve  as  good  credit  as  his  drafts 
upon  a  deposit  bank,  and  when  thej  are  known 
to  be  drawn  upon  the  specie  in  safe-keeping, 
and  npoo  nothing  else,  they  cannot  fiul  to  be 
as  acceptable  to  the  public  creditor  as  any  sim- 
ilar draits  have  heretofore  been.  The  tronble 
and  expense,  therefore,  of  transporting  specie 
fiinda  from  one  portion  of  the  country  to  the 
other,  for  disbnrsement  to  the  public  crdditora, 
will  not  probably  be  more  extenuve  mider  this 
bin  thui  under  the  bank  system  which  it  pro- 
poses to  supersede. 

He  would  now  look  at  the  influences  of  this 
measure  upon  the  Govemment.  . 

It  would  discharge  its  legislation  from  bank 
infinenoes  of  all  sorts.  He  spoke  not  of  im- 
proper or  corrupt  influences,  but  of  those  con- 
stituent interests,  which  must  be  represented 
in  Oongirees  so  long  as  the  connection  between 
the  public  Treasury  and  banks  of  any  descrip- 
tioB  was  maintained.  He  addressed  those  who 
must  understand  him,  and  who  must  have  seen 
and  f^t  these  influences  in  our  official  action 
here.  Who,  he  would  ask,  had  occupied  one 
of  these  ses^  for  the  last  five  years,  and  had 
not  seen  the  power  of  this  influence  upon  our 
deliberations!  Who  had  failed  to  see  that  it 
was  an  inflnenee  more  nearly  overpowering  and 
beyond  our  control  than  any  we  hod  been  called 
to  encounter  t  Who  did  not  see  and  feel  it  now 
as  pressing  umh  us  with  a  giant  force  ?  It  was 
true,  we  baa  formerly  ana  most  usually  en- 
countered it  in  the  consolidated  form  of  a  na- 
tional bank,  and  that  it  now  presented  itself  to 
us  in  State  detachments ;  but  it  was  the  same 
inflaence  similarly  exerted.  It  was  the  effort 
of  cnpidify  on  our  free  institutions — an  effort 
to  make  money  out  of  the  money  and  means 
and  credit  of  the  people. 

He  uttered  these  sentiments  with  extreme 
relactance,  and  with  the  most  extended  char- 
ity towards  all  those  who  differed  from  him. 
He  knew  well  that  not  only  political  opponents, 
but  those  who  had  ever  been  political  and  per- 
sonal friends — those  towards  whom  he  had  ever 
eDtertained,  and  still  did  entertain,  the  kindest 
feelings,  did  differ  with  him  upon  these  points. 
He  most  cheerfully  yielded  to  their  integrity, 
Edncerity,  and  patriotism,  every  indulgence 
which  he  asked  for  himself ;  but  the  crisis,  the 
importance  of  the  questions  presented,  and  our 
imperious  duty  to  our  constituents,  demanded 
from  us  frank  and  fearless  action. 

Was  it  not,  then,  in  case  he  was  right,  most 
desirable  to  free  the  legislation  of  Congress 
&om  bank  influence  altogether  ?  Would  it  not 
tend  more  than  any  other  single  act  we  could 
perform,  to  take  from  our  debates  and  delibera- 
tions that  bitterness  and  acrimony  which  had 
too  strongly  characterized  them  for  the  lost  few 
years^  but  which,  he  was  proud  to  say,  had 
entered,  in  a  much  less  degree,  into  the  present 
debate  in  the  Senate,  than  into  any  similar  de- 
bate for  many  years  1  For  himself  he  felt  that 
this  consideration  alone  demanded  the  passage 
ot  this  bill ;  that  It  was  fflitirely  paramount  to 


any  objections  he  had  yet  heard  urged  agunst 
it ;  that  it  was  as  much  superior  to  considera- 
tions of  financial  convenience  and  pecuniary 
profit,  as  were  the  purity  and  permanency  <^ 
our  political  institutions  to  the  temporanr  ad- 
vantages of  a  bargain  or  the  facilities  of  bor- 
rowing money. 

This  was  not  the  only  advantage  the  Govern- 
ment would  derive  ih)m  a  permanent  separa- 
tion of  its  finances  from  the  banks.  It  would 
discharge  it  from  that  eternal  ronnd  of  imputa< 
tions  to  which,  tmder  the  connection,  its  every 
fiscal  action  is  subjected.  If  it  be  a  time  of 
prosperity  and  plenty,  all  are  struggling  for  the 
profits  arising  from  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
Government  funds ;  and  the  failure  ou  the  part 
of  its  fiscal  officers  to  select  a  given  bank  as  a 
public  depository,  is  not  only  matter  of  per- 
sonal offence,  but  is  immediately  converted  mto 
the  active  cause  of  all  the  pecuniary- calamities 
which  the  friends  and  customers  of  tJiat  bank 
may  experience  through  all  time  to  come.  If 
it  be  a  time  of  scarcity  and  pressure,  like  the 
present,  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  upon  the 
money  of  the  people  in  safe-keeping  with  the 
banks  is  a  rntnlees  attack,  a  war  upon  them, 
and  is  intended  to  prostrate  the  institutions. 
The  former  keeping  of  the  funds  becomes  » 
merit  and  a  virtue,  and  to  ask  for  tiieir  pay- 
ment to  the  public  creditors  is  ingratitude  and 
injastice. 

If  the  Executive,  in  the  exercise  of  a  spund 
discretion,  sees  proper  to  issue  an  order  requir- 
ing payment  in  money  for  the  whole,  or  any 
portion  of  the  public  revenue,  this  is  converted 
mto  an  attack  upon  the  banks,  a  distrust  of 
their  credit  and  solvency,  and  a  wrong  inflicted 
by  the  Government  upon  the  whole  people. 
Oan  it  be  desirable  to  preserve  a  connection 
which  is  the  subject  of  incessant  complaint  on, 
the  part  of  the  banks  and  their  friends,  and  of 
constant  embarrassment  to  the  operations  of  the 
public  Treasury,  and  of  imputation  upon  the 
most  futhful  and  worthy  public  officers?  He 
thought  not.  He  considered  this  connection 
of  the  fiscal  affturs  of  the  Government  with  the 
credit  and  business  of  the  banks,  and  of  busi- 
ness, and  commercial  men,  and  the  constant 
imputations  brought  upon  the  Government 
thereby,  as  promoting  a  political  morality  in  the 
public  mind  most  dangerous  to  our  institutions  j 
as  doing  more  to  wewen  the  confidence  of  the 
people  m  the  Government  of  their  choice,  than 
any  and  all  other  causes  of  distrust  combined. 
If  we  would  listen  to  the  slander  and  misrepre- 
sentations of  the  times,  we  must  believe  that 
all  our  misfortunes,  public  and  private,  are  im- 
putable to  our  Government — all  our  prosperity 
to  a  resistance  to  its  measures  and  its  policy. 
And  whence  do  these  impatations  come,  but 
from  cor  connection  with  the  banks?  They 
all  emanate  from  that  source,  and  from  no 
other.  That  connection  is  now  dissolved,  by 
the  operation  of  law  and  the  voluntary  aotion 
of  the  banks  themselves ;  and  he  would  say,  let 
it  be  perpetual — let  it  ^ever  be  renewed. 
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The  effect  of  this  measnre  npon  the  banks 
ehoald  next  occapj  his  attention. 

It  had  been  considered  as  a  measnre  of  open 
and  violent  hostility  to  those  institations ;  as 
fli^nght  with  unmixed  evil  to  them.  Was  this 
the  trne  ■new  of  it?  Had  it  these  exclnsive 
tendencies!  He  thonght  not,  and  he  wonld 
attempt  to  point  out  some  positive  benefits  to 
the  banks  iW>m  its  adoption. 

It  would  leave  the  State  banks  to  operate 
upon  their  own  means — ^upon  the  capitals  which 
tiie  respective  State  L^^latnre*  had  thonght 
proper  to  give  to  them,  and  npon  the  funds  de- 
rived from  their  private  depositors.  These 
means  would  be  perfectly  certain  and  uniform, 
BO  far  as  they  consisted  of  the  capital  of  the 
banks,  and  wonld  be  sabjeot  to  no  dangerous 
fluctuations,  so  far  as  they  consisted  of  private 
deposits.  Hence  the  action  of  the  institutions 
could  always  be  regulated  by  a  certain  standard 
— the  extent  of  their  means  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  their  customers.  This  would  dis- 
charge them  from  the  inducement  to  those  dan- 
gerous expansions  and  contractions,  which  not 
only  promote,  bnt  cause,  revulsions  such  as  that 
■nder  which  the  country  now  suffers. 

The  Government  has  been  charged  with  being 
the  cause  of  the  present  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  the  country,  and  ne  thonght  not  with- 
out some  foundation ;  but  he  considered  the  con- 
nection between  the  Treasury  and  the  banks 
the  only  foundation  for  such  a  charge.  What 
had  we  done  t  We  had  deposited  our  funds  in 
the  State  banks.  A  period  of  unexampled  pros- 
perity had  visited  our  country.  Importations 
had  become  excessive,  and  the  duties  thereupon 
had  swelled  the  public  revenue  from  that  sonrce 
beyond  all  reasonable  anticipation.  The  banks 
received  the  excess  of  revenue  which  the  wants 
of  the  Government  and  the  public  appropria- 
tions did  not  call  for.  The  same  causes  pro- 
moted unusual  and  unexampled  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  thus,  from  both  of  the  great 
sources  of  revenue  to  the  United  States,  streams 
were  poured  into  the  public  Treasury,  widened 
and  deepened  by  their  own  accnmnlation  and 
velocity.  The  banks  were  safe-keepers  of  the 
public  funds,  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Treasury, 
and  they  were  also  the  reservoirs  ftom  which 
the  importing  and  other  merchants  drew  their 
means,  and  from  which  the  speculating  pur- 
ehasers  of  our  immense  domain  were  supplied 
with  funds  for  their  operations.  So  far  as  the 
Government  was  concerned,  the  consequences 
are  obvions.  The  moment  the  revenue  exceed- 
ed the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  the  excesses  fed 
the  passion  they  on^bt  to  have  controlled.  The 
banks  were  the  receivers  and  the  payers.  They 
received,  to  keep  for  the  Government,  and 
loaned  to  the  merchants  and  purchasers  of  our 
lands.  The  system,  in  fact,  and  in  practice, 
was  one  of  indefinite  credit  for  both  duties  and 
lands.  The  money  paid  for  both  went  into  the 
banks  for  safe-keeping.  The  Treasury  did  not 
want  it  or  call  for  it  for  payment  of  tiie  public 
dues.    The  banks  loaned  it  to  their  otutomers, 


who  were  the  payers  for  duties  mA  luA. 
Under  these  circnmstanoes,  and  this  aetloa  of 
the  system,  excesses  were  inevitaUe,  and  tiie; 
had  visited  their  consequences  sweepingly  apm 
the  conntry  and  upon  tne  Treasury  \tml. 

Ought  not  this  state  of  things  to  be  a  leasee 
to  the  wise  not  to  renew  a  oonneotion  vhidi 
had  been  so  disastrous  to  every  interMt  io- 
volved  T  To  the  Government  and  the  pvUie 
Treasury,  as  a  creditor  of  the  banks ;  to  &t 
banks,  as  debtors  to  the  Treasury  and  ore^tm 
to  the  citizens ;  and  to  the  people  at  lar^  ud 
especially  to  the  commercial  oommuutj,  « 
debtors  to  the  banks. 

But  it  is  said  the  withdrawal  from  the  Stite 
banks  of  our  confidence,  countenance,  and  pi- 
tronage,  in  this  particular,  wHl  prostrate  nd 
destroy  those  institutions;  that  the  attonptto 
separate  the  finances  of  this  Government  turn 
them,  is,  in  effect,  a  declaration  of  war  agtint 
them,  which  they  cannot  survive.  Is  thi^  en 
this,  be  so  ?  Will  any  sound  and  solvoit  SWe 
bank  fail,  because  the  United  States  does  lot 
entrust  to  it  the  safe-keeping  of  the  moneTi  d 
the  people?  Did  the  State  Legislaturee,  ii 
chartering  these  banks,  expect  or  intend  thit 
their  orewt  or  solvency  should  be  sustained  \if 
the  legislation  of  Congress,  or  the  uss  (rf  tlie 
ftinds  of  the  Federal  Gtovemment.  If  so,  ¥hj 
have  they  limited  and  fixed  th^  mptfUn 
capitals,  and  attempted  to  set  boimds  to  tM 
operations  ?  Why  have  they  assigned  different 
amounts  of  capital  to  different  banks,  depeodent 
upon  their  location  and  bnsinees  aasooiatioiut 
Cfertainly  no  other  answer  can  be  given  to  tbeee 
interrogatories,  than  that  they  intended  that 
each  bank  should  have  a  capital  equal  to  the 
wants  of  the  business  community  surronndiiif 
it,  and  that  all  the  banks  of  their  ereitioa 
should  have  a  credit  and  confidence  with  tbe 
people,  and  should  transact  a  business  propa^ 
tioned  to  the  capitals  granted  to  them  rea|>ec^ 
ively,  and  not  beyond  that  limit.  You,  th«B, 
by  making  your  deposits  with  these  instita- 
tions, destroy  the  proportions  which  the  Stste 
Legislatures  have  intended  to  estaUish  ind  pn- 
serve.  Tour  deposits  are  treated  as  oapitil  I>t 
the  banks,  and  an  extension  of  their  loans,  ud 
an  angmentation  of  their  business,  beyond  tbtf 
which  their  own  means  would  allow,  is  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  your  patronage.  C«« 
this  disposition  of  your  moneys  fiul  to  pronwtt 
excessive  banking  ?  The  members  of  the  Stste 
Legislatures  have  a  knowledge  of  the  bosiaeM 
wants  of  all  the  places  at  which  they  loe«t« 
banks,  and  their  object  is  to  measnre  tiie  hut- 
ing  capital  at  any  given  point  by  the  wants  of 
business  at  that  ptSnt.  When  they  have  iop* 
that,  you  come  m  with  your  deposits,  distnb- 
uted,  not  upon  the  basis  which  governs  the 
State  Legislatures,  but  according  to  your  eon- 
venience  for  receipt  or  disbursement  The 
consequence  is,  that  you  pour  your  millions  into 
these  State  institutions,  without  reference  to 
the  legitimate  business  calls  for  banking  ftcil- 
ities  at  the  points  where  your  deposits  in 
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made ;  and  thus  derange  and  destroy  the  pro- 
portions, as  to  these  facilities,  which  the  local 
Legislatures  baye  determined  to  he  safe  and 
proper.  In  this  way  yonr  patronage  becomes 
an  evil,  and  not  a  benefit.  It  stimulates  the 
cnpidity  of  the  banks,  and  they,  in  turn,  stimn- 
late  the  cupidity  of  the  business  community 
around  them,  until  excesses  on  the  part  of  all 
prodocea  revulsion,  distress,  and  bankruptcy. 

In  every  light,  then,  in  which  he  could  view 
this  matter,  it  was  his  deliberate  opinion  that 
the  bwaks  would  be  benefited,  and  not  ii^nred, 
by  making  the  existiifg  separation  between 
them  and  the  public  Treasury  perpetual.  The 
peasage  of  this  bQl,  at  this  time,  might  have 
some  tendency  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the 
oommonity  in  the  institutions ;  but,  if  such  a 
oonaequence  must  attend  this  change  of  our 
policy,  eoidd  there  be  a  better  time  than  the 
{Mweent  to  make  that  change  !  The  banks  are 
now — ^he  would  not  say  insolvent,  for  he  did 
not  brieve  that  was  the  condition  of  any  large 
portion  of  them — but  imable  to  pay  the  de- 
nands  upon  them.  That  fact  was  avowed  by 
themaelvee,  and  known  to  all  the  world.  They 
were  in  a  auati  insolvent  state,  and  all  the  dis- 
trust which  could  grow  out  of  snoh  a  condition 
they  had  brought  upon  themselves  by  their  vol- 
untary Buspenaion  of  specie  payments.  It  was 
in  Tun,  then,  to  talk  of  the  delicacy  of  their 
present  credits.  That  delicacy  bad  been  de- 
stroyed by  their  own  act,  and  before  they  could 
ever  again  restore  themselves  to  the  confidence 
of  the  community  they  must  be  sound  in  fact, 
and  able  to  disdiarge,  to  the  fullest  extent, 
every  obligation  which  general  distrust  could 
bring  against  them.  It  was  erroneous  to  sup- 
poM  that  they  could  ever  resume  and  sustain 
speeie  payments  until  they  were  thus  prepared 
tod  thus  armed.  They  must  build  up  »>r  them- 
aelvea  a  new  character,  based  upon  a  perfect 
fiilfilment  of  all  their  obligations,  it,  then,  we 
are  to  separate  firom  them,  and  that  separation 
is  to  have  any  tendency  to  affect  their  credit, 
this  is  the  very  period  when  it  is  most  desirable 
to  them  that  the  declaration  of  a  perpetual  di- 
Toroement  should  be  made.  Now  it  can  do 
them  no  harm.  They  are  already  in  a  condi- 
tion from  which  mun  strength  alone  can  raise 
them ;  but  at  a  time  when  their  credit  was  un- 
•ameoted,  and  their  operations  unembarrassed 
and  unimpeded,  the  measure  might  give  them 
aa  injurious  shook.  Let  it  be  done  now,  there- 
fi>rev  that,  when  they  do  rise,  it  may  be  dis- 
tinctly known  that  they  rise  upon  their  own 
atiWHSth,  unaided  by  our  patronage,  and  on- 
trammelled  by  our  movements. 


TuxgDAT,  October  8. 

StA-7¥eMury  BUI. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  collection  and  keeping 
oi  tlM  public  money,  with  the  amendment 
ofiered  by  Hr.  OALBomr. 


[A  fiiTtber  debate  ensued,  in  which  Uessts.  Cal- 
houn, Webster,  and  Buohanm,  were  the  speakers, 
diiefly  in  mipport  of  previously  expressed  opinions, 
and  in  reply  to  objections.] 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Calhouh'b 
amendment,  which  was  as  follows  : 
Add  the  following  as  a  new  section : 

Sea  — .  And  ht  it  fwrther  tnaeitd.  That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  the  resolution  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
•izteen,  authorising  the  receiving  of  notes  of  specie- 
payiiu;  banka  in  dues  to  the  Government,  shall  l)e  so 
modified  that  only  three-fourths  of  the  amount  due 
to  the  Ooverament  for  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public 
lands,  or  other  debts,  may  be  received  in  the  notes 
of  specie-paying  banks ;  and,  that  from  uid  after  dw 
first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty^ 
nine,  one-half  may  be  bo  received ;  and  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty,  one-fourth ;  and  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-oue,  all  sums 
due  for  duties,  sales  of  public  lands,  or  oUier  debts 
to  the  Government,  and  all  payments  to  the  General 
Post  Office,  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver  coin  only, 
or  in  such  notes,  bills,  or  paper,  issued  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  directed  to  be 
received  by  law ;  and  &om  and  after  the  stud  first  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
one,  every  officer  or  agent  engaged  in  making  dia- 
bnrsementa  on  account  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  General  Poet  Office,  shall  make  all  payments  in 
gold  and  silver  coin  only,  or  in  such  notes,  bills,  or 
paper,  issued  as  aforesaid,  when  authorized  by  law ; 
and  any  receiving  or  disbursing  officer,  or  agent,  who 
shall  neglect,  evade,  or  violate  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  shall  be  dismissed  the  service,  and  shall  for> 
felt  all  compensation  which  may  then  be  due  him. 

And  the  amendment  was  adopted  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

TiAS. — ^UesETS.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Pulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  linn,  Morris,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell.  Pierce,  Roane,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut, 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  Young 
—24. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
McKean,  Nicholas,  Preutiw,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbms, 
Rotsnson,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift, 
TaUmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White— 23. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Rives  as  a 
substitute  for  the  whole  bill,  (authorizing  the 
reception  of  the  bills  of  all  specie-paying  banks 
not  issuing  notes  of  less  than  $20,)  was  lost 
by: 

Tus. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Proton,  Rives,  Robbms, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Soutbud,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White— 22. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanaii, 
Calhoun,  CUy  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hob- 
bard,  King  of  Alahama,  Linn,  Lyon,  MorriB,  miea 
Norvdl,  ^erce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Sinith  of 
Cooneoticat,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  WilUams, 
Wri^  Toang— 20. 
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Mr.  Pheston  oflfered  a  snbstitate  for  the  bill, 
making  it  the  dutj  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  make  special  deposits  of  the  accru- 
ing revenues  of  the  United  States  in  banks 
most  conveniently  situated,  and  to  make  such 
terms  with  them  as  in  his  Judgment  would  best 
promote  the  public  interest. 

This  substitute  was  lost  by : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
HcKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  SonthEird,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall- 
Badge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White — 22. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Uoiris,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young— 26. 

Mr.  BuoHANAK  moved  an  amendment : 

"  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  prescribe  regulations  to  enforce  the  pre- 
sentation of  all  Government  drafts  for  payment  at 
the  place  where  payable ;  and  to  prescribe  the  time 
— according  to  the  different  distances  of  the  deposi- 
tories— wiUun  which  they  shall  be  presented  for  pay- 
ment" 

Mr.  Oeittkndks  deprecated  the  great  and 
arbitrary  power  conferred  by  such  a  claase  up- 
on the  Secretary. 

Mr.  Buchanan  amended  his  amendment  by 
adding  to  it  the  following : 

"  And  in  default  of  such  presentation,  to  prescribe 
my  other  mode  and  place  of  payment  which  he  may 
deem  proper." 

The  amendment,  bo  modified,  was  agreed 
to. 

A  long  discussion  took  place  on  an  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Morris,  proposing  that  no 
notes  should  be  received  from  any  bank  which 
were  not  payable  at  the  place  of  issue. 

Mr.  Stranob  offered,  as  an  amendment  to 
Mr.  Morris's  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  re- 
BtricUon  as  to  notes  under  $6 ;  which  amend- 
ment prevailed  as  follows: 

Tbas. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay  of 
Ala.,  Clayton,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King 
of  Ala.,  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Prentiss, 
Boane,  Bobbins,  Sevier,  ^>ence.  Strange,  Swift,  Wall, 
Wright,  Young— 24. 

Kavs. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan, 
Clay  of  Kentucky,  Davis,  King  of  Georgia,  McKean, 
Morris,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Robinson,  Smith 
of  Conn.,  Smith  of  Ind.,  Tipton,  Walker,  White, 
Williams— 20.  .         -^ 

Mr.  Morrib''8  amendment,  as  amended,  was 
adopted — ayes  26,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  an  amendment  anthor- 
ixing  a  premium  of  one  per  cent,  on  gold  coin 
paid  into  the  Tresasnry ;  which  being  objeoted 
to,  he  laid  it  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  attach 
it  to  some  other  bill. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  a  fUrd 
reading  by  the  following  vote: 


Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Budmis, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grimdj,  Hub' 
bard,  Khig  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  NUea,  Nocvdl, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Coaate- 
ticut.  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  WUliams,  Wrigh^ 
Young— 26. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentmij, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Oto., 
Knight,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Fr^on,  Birea, 
Bobbins,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spesce,  8wi^ 
TaUmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White— 23. 


■Wednesday,  October  4. 
The  Sub-Treagury  Bill 

Tlie  engrossed  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

The  Chair  stated  the  question  to  be,  "  ShaH 
the  bill  pass  f" 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  Ses- 
ate:  Mr.  President,  I  confess,  sir,  when  thi« 
delicate  and  important  subject  was  first  brongit 
forward,  I  had  some  hesitation,  some  doubt,  u 
to  its  probable  tendency ;  but  the  more  I  have 
reflected,  deliberated,  investigated  the  soljeet, 
the  better  I  have  become  satisfied  thst  it« 
effects  will  be  salutary,  in  regard  to  the  imiii»- 
diate  interests  of  the  Government  itself,  isd 
that  they  will  not  be  pernicious;  but,  on  fte 
contrary,  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple— our  constituents. 

As  the  measure  was  at  first  tiroposed  by  ttw 
Committee  on  Finance,  I  apprenended  the  dit- 
connection — divorce,  if  you  choose— of  tie 
Government  from  the  banks  would  be  too  sod- 
den, and  would  consequently  cripple  the  banks, 
and  occasion  a  shock  in  the  monetary  afiin 
of  the  country  generally.    Bnt,  sir,  these  «p- 

Erehensions  have  been  obviated  and  removed 
y  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  tram 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun),  as  it  is  now 
modified.  Under  that  amendment,  the  Inlla  of 
such  banks  as  now  pay  specie,  or  as  may  think 
proper  to  resume  specie  payments,  will  be  re- 
ceivable in  payment,  and  to  the  full  amonn^ 
of  all  pnblio  dues,  for  customs,  lands,  &c.,  till 
the  1st  of  January^  1889;  thereafter,  three- 
fourths  of  such  public  dues,  till  the  Ist  of  Jib- 
nary,  1840 ;  thereafter  one-half  till  the  Irt  « 
January,  1841 ;  and,  thereafter,  one-fourth  till 
the  1st  of  January,  1842. 

Here,  then,  is  inducement,  held  out  to  ti* 
banks  now  paying,  to  continue,  and  to  sneh  ai 
have  stopped,  to  resume,  specie  payments.  w« 
say  to  them,  in  effect — "  We  invite  yon  to  re- 
sume specie  payments ;  show  that  yon  are  sol- 
vent, tnat  your  notes  are  convertible  into  ift- 
cie  when  desirable,  and  we  will  receive  then 
in  payment  for  pnblio  lands,  and  for  ful  otb» 
revenue;"  in  the  strong  language  of  some  fl» 
the  gentlemen  who  have  addressed  '*r*? 
this,  and  we  will  endorse  your  notes."  wn» 
stronger  motive  could  be  held  out  to  wej 
banking  institutions  as  are  solvent,  ^""'^J't, 
desirous  to  effectuate  the  purposes  of  thw 
creation?  If  the  public  interest  and  oonwa- 
ience  be  the  object  of  bank  ^reetors,  h  legn- 
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icoately  they  ought,  would  they  not,  by  re- 
sponding to  this  invitation  and  offer  on  our 
part,  give  greater  value  to  their  paper — give  it 
a  'wider  circulation — and  adapt  it  to  the  nse 
and  interest  of  the  community!  And  would 
not  snob  banks  as  resumed,  at  once  derive  all 
'ttie  advantages  of  superior  credit,  famish  the 
circulating  medium,  and  do  the  business  of  the 
country,  to  the  exclusion  of  such  as  ftdled,  or 
refused  to  comply  ?  The  answer  is  palpable — 
no  man  can  doubt  on  these  questions. 

Again,  sir :  The  change  in  the  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  pnblic  revenue,  in  the  kind  of 
money  receivable  for  it,  will  be  so  gradual  as 
to  occasion  no  shock  whatever  to  the  credit  of 
the  banks,  or  to  the  commercial  community. 
Before  we  entirely  discontinue  receiving  bank 
paper,  more  than  four  years  will  have  elapsed. 
All  this  time  will  be  allowed  for  the  banks  and 
merchants  to  adapt  their  buaineses  to  the  new 
system  contemplated,  and  conform  their  bas- 
iness  to  the  new  state  of  things.  It  will  give 
time  for  the  State  Legislatures  to  regulate  their 
banking  institutions,  so  as,  in  future,  to  prevent 
over-issues  of  paper;  to  restrain  tbem  from 
generating,  or  enconraging,  a  spirit  of  over- 
trading and  inordinate  speculation ;  to  restrain 
them  from  making  promises  they  cannot  re- 
deem, and  thus  restore  to  the  country  a  sound 
circulating  medium,  and  the  just  equilibrium 
of  trade,  and  business  of  every  description. 

Moreover,  we  ourselves  shall  have  time  to 
see  how  the  new  system  works — to  check  its 
velocity,  if  it  be  too  great— or  accelerate  it,  if 
it  be  too  slow ;  and  modify  it,  in  all  respects, 
as  its  results  may  indicate  to  be  safe  and  expe- 
dient. As  already  shown,  no  change  in  the  de- 
scription of  funds,  receivable  for  public  dues, 
-will  take  place  for  the  next  fifteen  montba ;  for 
the  year  1889,  a  reduction  of  one-fourUi ;  for 
1840,  one-half  may  be  paid  in  specie-paying 
bank  pf^>er ;  and  so  on  to  the  consnmmation 
ct  the  plan.  If  it  be  discovered  tiiat  the  policy 
operates  injuriously,  there  will  be  ample  time 
to  amend  or  modify  it 

Bat,  sir,  I  have  no  apprehension  that  any  in- 
jorions  result  will  follow  the  adoption  of  this 
measnre.  The  chief  embarrassments  of  the 
community  have  arisen  out  of  inordinate  expan- 
sions of  the  circulating  medium,  excessive  ac- 
commodations, begettmg  extravagance,  and 
reckless  speculations;  and  then  sudden  cc«- 
tractions,  withdrawals  of  those  enormous  loans, 
redactions  of  the  amount  of  circulation,  and 
thus,  almost  in  a  moment,  reducing  the  value 
of  property  one-third,  sometimes  one-half.  The 
Government  deposits  have,  doubtless,  hereto- 
fore, nurtured  and  increased  this  propensity  of 
all  banks  to  excessive  issues  and  accommoda- 
tions. They  have  loaned  out  the  public  money 
as  if  their  own,  and  when  called  upon  to  pay 
it  over,  they  have  been  necessarily  compelled 
to  press  and  coerce  payments  from  their  bor- 
rowers, who  had,  in  their  turn,  treated  this 
borrowed  money  as  their  own ;  and  have  thus 
oeoasioaed   embarnnement,   the  aacrifloe  of 


property,  and  in  too  many  instances,  the  im- 
poverishment and  rnin  of  tLeir  customers.  To 
illustrate  the  correctness  of  these  remarks,  I 
need  only  refer  you  to  the  greater  pecuniary 
distress  and  embarrassment  of  oommnnities 
around  any  of  the  banks,  which  have  been 
large  depositories  of  the  public  money,  compar- 
ed with  those  remote  from  such  institutions. 
If  they  have  no  large  sums  of  public  money  on 
general  deposit,  on  which  to  gi-ant  accommoda- 
tions, they  will  know  and  understand  better 
the  proper  limits  to  prescribe  to*  their  liberal- 
ity ;  they  will  have  no  fluctuations,  no  augmen- 
tations, no  diminutions  of  capital  to  mislead 
them ;  their  accommodations  will  be  more  nni- 
form,  and  the  amount  of  their  cironlation  bear 
some  relation  to  the  amount  of  specie  in  their 
vaults.  This  being  brought  al>out,  the  value 
of  produce,  and  property  of  all  descriptions, 
will  be  more  steady  and  uniform ;  we  shall  not 
have  a  negro,  costing  a  thousand  or  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  to-day,  sold  twelve  months 
hence  to  pay  half  the  amount  of  consideration 
— ^land  at  one  time  worth  fifty  dollars  per  acre, 
at  another  not  more  than  twenty — and  oar 
great  staple,  one  while  commanding  twenty -five 
dollars,  and  then  not  worth  eight. 

Bir,  the  Government  ought,  cJways,  to  be  able 
to  command  its  funds,  and  have  them  ever 
ready  to  meet  any  exigency.  Experience  has 
taught  ns,  that  this  cannot  be  expected  while 
we  rely  on  banks.  Gentlemen  tell  us  that,  al- 
though the  State  banks  have  failed  to  meet  our 
expectations,  we  ought  to  continue  their  agen- 
cy. They  ask  us,  would  we  discontinue  the  use 
of  steamboats,  because  a  boiler  may  sometimes 
explode,  and  produce  fatal  results?  By  no 
means,  sir,  while  care  and  skill  may  reasonably 
be  expected  to  ensure  safety,  and  prevent  such 
calamities.  But,  were  we  to  discover  that  the 
machinery  is  entirely  uncontrollable,  and  the 
boUer  liable  to  spontaneous  combustion — carry- 
ing universal  misery  and  death  among  the  pas- 
sengers and  crew,  in  despite  of  all  the  science, 
vi^ance,  and  fidelity  of  the  engineer — would 
it  D«  wise  or  prudent  to  trust  ourselves  on 
board  I  What  would  have  been  the  dtuation 
of  tiie  oonntry  in  May  last,  when  the  banks 
suspended  specie  payments,  hod  we  been  in- 
volved in  war  with  some  powerful  foreign 
enemy?  Whatever  might  have  been  the  emerT 
genoy,  we  should  not  have  been  able  to  have 
commanded  the  resources  of  the  nation.  We 
might  have  been  without  a  dollar  for  the  pay 
or  subsistence  of  an  army  to  resist  the  invaders ; 
our  energies  would  have  been  crippled;  and 
the  most  disastrous  conseqnenoes  might  have 
followed.  When  we  find  that  such  is  the  un- 
fortunate tendency  of  "the  experiment,"  as 
gentiemen  choose  to  call  it,  it  is  time  we  should 
abandon  it,  by  whomsoever  instituted  or  a^ 
proved,  heretofore. 

But,  sir,  was  not  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  an  "  experiment,"  and  has  not  that  also 
failed  to  answer  Just  expectation  ?  No  other 
Government  but  our  own,  ever  did  employ 
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BQch  afisoal  agent,  with  powers  of  the  same 
magnitade.  It  was,  indeed,  a  fearfnl  exper- 
iment, and  well  nigh  fatal  in  ita  resnlts.  Yet, 
the  reoharter  of  the  late  United  States  Bank,  or 
tlie  establishment  of  a  new  one,  is  now  an- 
nounced as  the  only  efBcient  remedy — the  sov- 
ereign panacea — ^for  existing  evils.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Ciat)  has,  to  my 
astonishment,  gone  so  far  as  to  identify  the  es- 
tablishment of  such  an  institution  with  the 
permanency  of  the  Union  I  It  would  seem,  the 
question  of  a  national  bank  is  always  portentous 
—involving  consequences  of  a  most  alarming 
character.  Shortly  after  the  removal  of  the 
deposits  from  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  we  were  told,  by  the  same  distinguished 
gentleman,  that  we  were  then  "  in  the  midst 
<rf  a  revolution!"  and  the  sentiment  waa  re- 
eponded  to,  by  the  presses  and  politicians  of 
the  opposition,  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to 
the  other.  We  were  told,  on  the  very  floors 
of  Congress,  that  the  deposits  must  be  restored, 
or  a  revolution  was  at  hand.  The  same  senti- 
ment was  announced,  when  two  members  of 
Congress,  during  the  same  panic  session,  ad- 
dressed an  assembled  mnltituae  in  Baltimore  on 
Sunday.  Acccnrding  to  the  newspapers  of  the 
day,  it  was  said,  by  way  of  justification,  "there 
were  no  Sabbaths  in  revolntionanr  times  I " 
Sir,  the  subject  of  a  national  or  Umted  States 
bank  cannot  be  touched  without  an  attempt  to 
produce  excitement  and  agitation.  It  affords 
one  of  the  most  conclusive  reasons  against  the 
establishment  of  such  an  institution,  that  it  has 
the  abilify  to  produce  such  tremendous  e£fects. 
The  concentration  of  such  an  immense  money- 
ed power  in  the  hands  of  a  few  individuals,  is 
at  war  with  our  peace  and  quiet ;  too  dangerous 
to  our  liberties.  It  would  soon  control  all  our 
elections,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and 
direct  the  operations,  nay,  usurp  the  powers, 
of  the  Government  itself. 

When  Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  concluded  his 
speech — 

Mr.  WsBSTKB  rose,  and  said  that  perh^s  he 
ought  to  feel  obliged  to  the  member  from  Ala- 
bama for  his  quotation  and  adoption  of  a  re- 
port, wholly  without  foundation,  which  had 
been  (urcnlated  in  the  newspapers  several  years 
ago.  That  report  was,  that  at  a  meeting  of 
many  citizens  on  a  Sunday  in  Baltimore,  at  the 
time  of  the  excitement  in  the  country,  created 
by  the  wititdrawing  of  the  deposits,  he  had  said 
that  there  were  no  Sabbaths  in  revolutionary 
times.  That,  sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  was  a  vile 
falsehood  and  slander.  I  never  said  any.  such 
thing  either  then  or  at  any  other  time.  Having 
been  home,  on  indispensable  business,  I  was 
hastening  back  to  my  seat  here  to  vote  on  very 
important  measures  then  pending,  and  in  re- 
gard to  which  friends  had  written  to  me  to  lose 
no  time.  When  I  arrived  in  Baltimore,  on  a 
Sunday  evening,  being  in  company  wiUi  the 
distinguished  and  honorable  gentleman  who 
represented,  at  that  time,  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia in  the  other  Hoose  of  Coiigresa,  we  fonnd, 


on  landing  from  the  boat,  and  repairing  to  the 
hotel,  a  collection  of  pe<^le,  assembled  witbont 
our  procurement  or  knowledge.  We  each  ad- 
dressed a  few  observations  to  them  on  the  ab- 
sorbing public  topics  which  had  drawn  than 
together ;  and  this  we  felt  bound  to  do  out  of 
respect  to  them,  and  as  the  readiest,  mode  of 
restoring  to  the  day  the  quiet  and  repose  which 
are  so  important  to  its  proper  observance.  But 
no  such  language  and  no  such  sentiment  as  the 
member  has  quoted  or  alluded  to  to-day  esc^ 
ed  from  either  of  us.  I  should  not,  of  conree, 
have  noticed  in  my  place  here  the  original  slan- 
der if  it  had  not  been  alluded  to  by  o^era. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined  that  be  bc^eved,  what- 
ever might  be  the  character  of  the  report,  it 
had  emanated  from  newspapers  which  supfwrt- 
ed  the  correctness  of  the  gentleman's  position ; 
that  he  spoke  from  the  new8pu>er  acconnt, 
which  he  had  never  before  beard  controvert- 
ed. 

Mr.  Webstbb  sdd  be  pronounced  the  whole 
story  a  vile  slander,  whether  reported  of  Imn- 
self  or  his  friend.  Neither  of  us,  sir,  (said  Mr. 
W.,)  expressed  any  such  sentiment,  nor  any 
thing  like  it.  The  whole  matter  was  originil 
and  unmixed  calumny. 

Mr.  CLA.T,  of  Alabama,  in  reply,  stated  thaL 
if  it  was  a  mistake  or  a  calumny,  it  proceeded 
entirely  from  the  papers  in  favor  of  the  pc^tical 
principles  advocated  by  Mr.  W.,  and  it  nad  not 
proceeded  from,  or  been  circvdated  in,  papers 
of  the  other  side.  This  was  the  first  time  ha 
had  heard  it  contradicted ;  and,  hearing  it  from 
such  a  source,  he  was  satisfied  he  must  have 
been  misinformed. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  ana  decided  in  the  aflSrmative  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

TiAS.— Hem.  AUen,  Benton,  Brows,  Bochanan, 
Cilhoun,  Clay  <ii  AUhiima,  Fulton,  Onrndy,  Hnb- 
bard,  King  of  Alahama,  linn,  Lyon,  Ktnria,  Niks, 
Norrell,  Fierae,  Boane,  Robinson,  Sevia,  Smitli 
of  CoDuecUcut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  WHUmdi, 
Wri^t,  Young— 26. 

Nats. — Measra.  Barard,  Black,  Clay  of  KenUid?, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  Kng  of  Gcot^ 
Knight,  HcKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Bt^ina,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  Tipton, 
Webster,  White— 20. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Boon 
of  Bepresentotives  for  concurrence. 


Wbdnksdat,  October  11. 
Mr.  Madum't  Paper*. 
Mr.  Wall,  ftoai  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  bill  relinc^uishing  to  Mrs. 
Madison  the  copyright  in  foreign  countries  to 
the  late  Ft-esident  Addison's  Journal  o{  the  De- 
bates of  the  Convention  which  formed  the 
Constitution ;  and  also  the  avails  of  snob  con- 
tracts as  had  been  made  by  her  relative  to  its 
publication,  prior  to  the  law  of  the  last  session, 
which  authorized  the  purchase  of  those  papers 
by  Government.  , 
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This  l>ill  vaa,  by  imanimons  consent,  read 
twice,  and  otdered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 


Thubbdat,  Ootober  12. 

Annexatwn  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Wbbstib  add  he  rose  to  present  a  great 
mnnber  of  memorials  and  petitions  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 
These  papers,  he  sud,  were  sent  to  him,  some 
of  them  from  most  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States.  They  were  nnmerons.  and  some  of 
them  contained  several  thonsand  signatures.  In 
some  instances  he  knew  the  signers,  and  knew 
them  to  be  highly  respectable  persons,  and  he 
found  among  tiie  names  persons  of  all  parties 
in  politics,  uid  all  sects  in  religion. 

At  one  time,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  haS  thought  it 
might  be  as  well  not  to  present  these  petitions 
till  the  next  session.  Bat  it  being  now  offioial- 
^  known  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States  had  become  the  subject  of  com- 
mimication  between  the  two  GoTemments,  the 
time  liad  oome  when  it  was  proper  that  those 
citizens  who  wished  to  protest  against  any  snoh 
annexation  should  make  their  sentiments  known 
to  their  own  Government. 

Mr.  Swm,  Mr.  MoEIban,  and  Mr.  Wiluamb, 
also  presented  remonstrances  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, from  eituens  of  their  respective  States, 
which  were  severally  lud  on  the  table. 

Imo  o/Bankruftey  againtt  Banirupt  Banit. 

Mr.  GsmrDT,  fi«m  the  Oommittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
Fttesident's  Message  as  related  to  bankruptcy, 
moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged  fr<HU 
the  farther  oonoderataon  of  that  subject 

Mr.  BsmoH  said :  The  recommendation  of 
the  President  for  a  bankrupt  law,  applicable  to 
banks  and  bankers,  has  been  made  the  subject 
of  repeated  animadversion  on  this  floor,  and 
that  while  the  subject  was  not  before  the  Sen- 
ate, bnt  in  the  hands  of  a  committee.  I  noticed 
these  animadversions  on  a  former  occasion,  not 
for  argument  but  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting 
their  unparliamentary  character;  to  dissent 
from  their  juslaiess ;  to  express  my  own  appro- 
bation of  tne  recommendation ;  and  to  declare 
myself  ready  to  support  it,  whenever  it  could 
be  done  in  a  parliamentary  manner,  and  with- 
out obUqning  into  a  discussion  foreign  to  the 
aabjeet  m  hand.  The  suitable  occanon  now 
preeents.itself ;  and  I  embrace  it  with  pleasure, 
that  the  great  remedial  measure  proposed  by 
the  President,  and  called  for  by  the  rights  and 
iotereets  of  the  people,  and  by  the  character  of 
the  country,  may  not  be  prejudiced  by  tbe  un- 
parliamentary and  precocious  'assaults  which 
have  Iieen  made  upon  it. 

At  1^  head  of  Uioee  who  have  made  the  at- 
tack on  this  part  of  the  Message,  and  whose 
ottleettens  cover  all  ^e  ground  which  has  irinoe 
been  oocuptedby  others,  is  the  Swator  from 
Youxm^— as 


Massachusetts,  who  delivered  his  sentiments  on 
the  Treasury  note  bill,  (Mr.  "Websteh.)  That 
Senator  spoke  briefly,  but  comprehensively, 
agunst  this  Executive  recommendation.  He 
presented  all  the  points  which  others  have 
since  elaborate.  In  answering  him,  I  answer 
aU. 

The  objections  which  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts takes  to  the  Executive  recommenda- 
tion are  of  a  two-fold  character :  first,  to  the 
constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  pass  a 
bankrupt  law,  confined  to  moneyed  corpora-  . 
tions  and  to  bankers,  and  with  a  view  to  ope- 
rate upon  the  paper  currency;  secondly,  to 
the  consistency  of  the  President  in  having  made 
such  a  recojnmendation. 

I  take  up  the  second  of  these  objections  first, 
because  it  creates  a  pr^udice  against  the  whole 
recommendation  of  the  President.  The  impu- 
tation of  inconsistency  creates  a  prejudice ;  and 
it  is  necessary  to  remove  that  prejudice  before 
the  recommendation  can  be  fairly  considered. 
The  inconsistency  imputed,  lies  in  the  supposed 
disclaimer  of  the  President  of  ail  federal  ao- 
thority  over  the  currency,  and  then,  an  as- 
sumption of  power  to  regulate  that  currency, 
and  to  regulate  it  by  an  unauthorized  exercise 
of  the  power  to  pass  bankrupt  laws.  This  is 
the  point  of  the  imputed  inconsistency.  It  aU 
turns  upon  this  word  currency ;  and  now,  what 
currency  does  the  Senator  frvm  Massachusetts 
mean?  Certainly  not  the  currency  of  the 
constitntion ;  for  the  President  recites  t^e 
power  to  coin  that  currency,  and  to  regulate  its 
value.  It  must  be  the  paper  onrrenoy — the 
local  bank  notes  and  the  shln-pIasters — which 
are  intended ;  and,  if  so,  I  have  to  remark  that 
the  President  very  explicitly  disclaims  both  the 
authority,  and  the  expediency,  of  having  re- 
course to  a  national  bank  to  regulate  that  spe- 
cies of  currency.  He  disdmms  that  instrument 
of  regulation ;  and  in  doing  so,  he  stands  upon 
the  constitution,  which  disowns  its  existence : 
upon  the  fact,  which  shows  its  impotency ;  and 
upon  the  ground  which  the  authors  of  the  first 
national  bank  occupied,  and  to  whom  the  regu- 
lation of  currency  and  of  exchanges  was  wh<3lj 
unknown  as  among  the  reasons  for  its  creation. 
These  reasons  are  of  modem  oonc^tion  ud 
recent  date.  They  are  an  after-tiioagfat  of  the 
subsequent  suppbrters  of  tiie  second  national 
bank.  The  President  disclaims  also  a  power  to 
suppress  the  local  banking  institutions  by  fede- 
ral legislation ;  but  he  nowhere  disclaims  the 
authority  to  prevent  their  paper  issues  tnm 
superseding  and  expelling  the  hard  money  cur- 
rency of  the  constitution.  On  the  contrary,  he 
claims  that  power,  and  points  to  the  sources  of 
its  rightful  exercise  in  tne  incidental  effects  of 
federal  legislation  in  favor  of  hard  money  as 
necessarily  improving  the  condition  of  yitpn 
onrrenoy  ;  and  then  he  points  to  the  bankrupt 
power  as  fhrnishing  the  direct  means  of  oheck- 
ug  flie  issnes  of  non-specie  paying  banks,  and 
giving  a  remedy  to  the  holders  of  their  unpaid 
notes.    This  is  what  the  Preddoit  does ;  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


460 


ABRIDaMBNT  OF  THB 


&aAiB.] 


Lou  tffBcmknfteg  agai$ut  BtuHmpt  BmJci. 


[OrnriiiM.  IWT. 


notiung  can  be  farther  from  hia  words  than  a 
disclaimer  of  all  antbority  over  the  regulation 
of  onrrenoy.  And  here  let  me  remark  upon 
a  systematic  error  into  which  some  Senators 
inoessantly  fall :  they  always  speak  of  the  fed- 
eral anthority,  and  the  federal  anties  over  "  the 
onrrency,"  meaning  all  the  while,  not  gold  and 
rilver,  bat  bank  notes  and  shin-plasters.  Now, 
sir,  I  repeat,  for  about  the  thousandth  time, 
that  the  word  onrrency  is  not  in  the  oonstitn- 
tdon,  nor  any  word  whatsoever  which  can  mean 
what  these  speakers  intend  by  it.  The  nearest 
^>proach  to  the  term  which  the  constitution 
contains,  is  the  word  current,  and  that  is  con- 
pled  with  the  word  coin ;  so  that  the  thing 
which  gentlemen  have  constancy  in  their  minds, 
and  wbuoh  they  use  an  eqaivocal  ^rm  to  ex- 
press, exists  nowhere  in  the  constitution,  and  is 
not  in  any  way  known  to  that  instrument, 
either  by  expression  or  intendment  I  think  it 
right,  on  this  occasion,  thus  to  allude  to  the 
equivocal  use  of  this  phrase;  for  upon  this 
equivocation  there  is  bmlt  up,  in  these  United 
States,  an  immensity  of  erroneous  speaking, 
errcmeona  writing,  and  erroneous  legislation. 
Yast  is  the  number  ef  persons  who  are  mysti- 
fied by  the  use  of  an  e(^aivocal  term ;  and  in 
nothing  does  the  rhetonoian  show  the  perfec- 
tion of  his  art  in  a  higher  degree,  than  in  mak- 
ing a  debate  turn  upon  one  of  them. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  taking 
liis  objections,  declared  that  he  would  not  do 
intentional  i^jostice  to  the  Message  or  to  its  au- 
thor ;  bat  it  is  the  same  thing  to  the  Message, 
and  to  the  author,  if  imustice  had  been  done 
witJiout  intention :  and  this  I  apprehend  to 
have  been  the  case.  The  Message  says  nothing 
about  confining  the  bankrupt  law  to  corpora- 
tions and  bankers  alone ;  it  says  nothing  abont 
ezdnding  merchants  and  traders  from  the  ope- 
ration of  the  law ;  and  it  proposes  something 
else  to  result  from  the  law,  besides  an  ope- 
ration upon  carreney ;  and  that  something  else 
is  a  remedy  to  the  disapiwinted  creditors  of 
the  delinquent  banks.  This  is  -his  recommen- 
dation: 

"  In  the  mean  time,  it  !a  our  duty  to  provide  all 
tiie  remedies  against  a  depreciated  paper  currency 
wUch  the  constitation  enaMes  us  to  afford.  The 
Treasury  Department,  on  several  former  occasions, 
has  suggested  the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  uni- 
fona  Mw  concerning  bankruptcies  of  corporations 
uid  other  bankers.  Through  the  instrumentality  of 
such  a  law,  a  salutair  check  may  doubtless  be  im- 
posed on  the  issues  of  paper  money,  and  an  effectual 
remedy  given  to  the  citizens,  in  a  vay  at  once  equal 
in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  fully  authorized  by  the 
constitution." 

This  is  the  reoommeadation — the  whole  of 
it ;  and  here  is  no  proposition  to  exclude  mer- 
chants and  traders ;  and  here  is  an  actual  pro- 
position to  give  a  remedy  to  the  injured  dti- 
sens  against  the  delinqoent  banks ;  which  rem- 
edy would  naturally  be  a  pro  rata  distribation 
of  the  effects  of  iha  banknmt  institutions. 
Here,  then,  is  iifjostioe  to  the  Message  in  not 


stating  it  as  it  is,  but  as  it  is  not ;  and  here,  al- 
so, is  injnstioe  to  the  anthcn-,  in  represmting 
him  as  opposed  to  the  extension  of  the  bank- 
rupt law  to  merchants  and  traders,  when  the 
records  of  this  Senate  bear  the  evidence  of  die 
fact  that  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  able  and 
zealous  supporters  of  such  a  law  applicable  to 
the  trading  part  of  the  community.  I  speak 
of  the  bifl  of  1827,  brought  in  by  G«>eral 
Hayne,  of  South  Oarolina,  and  earnestly  lop- 
ported  by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  th«  a 
member  of  this  body.  It  is  oqjnst  to  snraoie 
that  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  iroala  ob- 
ject to  a  bill  whidi  dionld  inclade  now  thaw 
for  whom  he  so  strenuously  contended  when  a 
member  of  this  body.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
recommendation  to  deter  the  friends  of  a  gen- 
eral bankrupt  law  from  coming  forward  to  ia- 
clude  the  trading  class  with  the  banking  daat; 
on  the  contrary,  there  may  be  something  toen- 
oonrage  them.  A  general  Ull,  to  include  baakB 
as  well  as  traders,  might  combine  more  support 
than  tiie  bills  for  the  latter  class  idone  have 
heretofore  received.  Besides,  if  the  Presidat 
had  expressly  reconmiended  the  exclusion  cf 
other  elaraes  from  the  bill,  it  would  have  b««n 
no  impediment  to  the  action  of  Congress.  Kt 
recommendation  would  have  been  no  prolubi- 
tion  upon  their  powers.  They  might  have  ia- 
cluded  what  classes  they  pleased;  and  if  they 
included  those  for  which  he  contended  in  ItBT, 
the  bill  might  have  become  the  more  acoepttr 
ble  to  him  on  that  account. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  objects  to 
onr  constitutional  power  to  pass  such  a  bask- 
mpt  law  as  the  President  recommends,  qualify- 
ing tiiat  recommendation,  as  he  does,  with  * 
limitation  of  the  law  to  bankers  and  bankiBg 
corporations,  and  with  a  primary  view  to  the 
regulation  of  a  paper  money  currency.  I  bate 
shown  tliat  this  qualification  is  an  error  and  a 
mistake ;  and  in  doing  that,  I  have  snflBciMdy 
answered  the  Senator's  obje«ti<m :  but  I  ^oom 
to  go  farther,  and  to  show  not  only  the  ooniti- 
tutionaJ  right,  but  the  clear  expediency  «f 
passing  snoh  an  act  as  the  President  reocn- 
mends,  whether  merchants  and  traders  shall  te 
included  in  it  or  not. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  pass  bankr^t 
laws  is  expressly  ^ven  in  our  constitation,  m 
given  without  limitation  or  quaUfioation.  It  Is 
the  fourth  in  tbe  number  of  the  ennmerited 
powers,  and  runs  thus :  "  Congress  ahaU  have 
power  to  establish  a  uniform  nde  of  natnnl- 
ization,  and  uniform  laws  on  the  solMeet  d 
banlomptoies  throughout  the  United  SMteti" 
This  is  a  Ml  and  dear  grant  of  power.  Upoi 
its  face  it  admita  of  no  question,  and  kwM 
Congress  at  fall  lib^y  to  pass  any  kted.of 
ban&npt  laws  they  please,  lunited  osdy  by  the 
condition,  that  whatever  lawa  are  pasMd,  tbe^ 
are  to  be  uniform  in  their  operation  throaghoot 
the  United  States.  Upon  the  face  of  oiff  own 
constitution  there  is  no  ^cation  of  our  ri^to 

a  a  bankrupt  law,  limited  to  banks  and 
en;  bat  the  Senator  from  Masaacbnsetts 
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(Mr.  Wkbstkb,)  and  others  who  have  spoken 
on  the  same  side  with  him,  must  oarnr  ns  to 
En^aod,  and  condnct  xa  through  the  labyrioth 
of  Enfdish  statute  law,  and  through  the  chaos 
of  En^iah  judicial  deoisiona,  to  learn  what  tibis 
word  bankruptcies,  in  our  constitution,  is  in- 
tended to  signify.    In  this  he   and  they  are 
tme  to  the  habits  of  the 'legal  profession — those 
habits  which,  both  in  Qreat  Britain  and  our 
America,  have  beoome  a  proverbial  disqualiflca- 
tion  for  the  proper  exercise  of  legislative  duties. 
I  know,  Ifr.  President,  that  it  is  the  fate  of  our 
lawyers  and  judges  to  have  to  run  to  Britidi  law 
books  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  the  phrases 
contained  in  our  constitadon;    but  it  is  the 
burinees  of  the  legislator,  and  of  the  statesman, 
to  take  a  lasger  view — to  consider  the  differ- 
ence between  the  political  institutions  of  the 
two  oonntries — ^to  ascend  to  first  principles — to 
know  the  causes  of  events — and  to  indge  how 
fir  what  was  suitable  and  beneficial  to  one 
ni^t  be  prejudicial  and  inapplicable  to  the 
other.    We  stand  here  as  legislators  and  states- 
men, not  as  lawyers  and  judges;  we  have  a 
grant  of  power  to  execute,  not  a  statute  to  in- 
terpret ;  and  our  first  duty  is  to  look  to  that 
pant,  and  see  what  it  is ;  and  our  next  duty 
IB  to  look  over  our  country,  and  see  whether 
there  b  any  thing  in  it  which  requires  the  ex- 
ercise of  tiiat  grant  of  power.    This  is  what 
oar  President  hi|8  done,  and  what  we  ought  to 
do.    He  has  looked  into  the  constitation,  and 
seen  there  an  unlimited  grant  of  power  to  pass 
•niformlaws  on  the  subject  of  baidniiptoies: 
and  he  has  looked  over  uie  United  States,  and 
seen  what  he  believes  to  be  fit  subjects  for  the 
exerdae  of  that  power,  namely,  about  a  thon- 
aaod  banks  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy,  and  no 
State  possessed  of  anthority  to  act  beyond  its 
own  Ilmita  in  remedying  the  evils  of  a  mischief 
so  vast  and  so  frigh^iL    Seeing  theee  two 
tlun^s — a  power  to  act,  and  a  subject  matter 
nqmrisg  action — the  Preddent  has  reeonunend- 
ed  the  action  which  the  constitation  permits, 
and  which  the  subject  requires ;  but  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massaohosetts  has  risen  in  his  place, 
nd  called  upon  us  to  shift  our  view ;  trans- 
fer onr  contemplation  from  the  Oonstitution  of 
ibe  United  States  to  the  British  statute  book — 
fimn  actaal  bankroptcy  among  ourselves  to  his- 
faaical  bankraptcy  u  England ;  and  to  confine 
oor  legislation  to  the  enaraoteristios  oS  the 
Soj^h  modeL 

As  a  general  proposition,  I  lay  it  down  that 
Oongrese  is  not  confined,  like  jurists  and  judgesj 
to  the  English  statatory  definitaons,  or  tne  Nisi 
frins  or  Sing's  Bench  constraction  of  the 
diraaee  known  to  Engligh  legislation,  and  used 
In  oar  ooostitntirai.  Such  a  limitation  woold 
Dot  (mly  narrow  us  down  to  a  mere  la?vyer's 
Yiew  of  a  subject,  but  would  limit  us,  in  point 
<^  tame,  to  Engjish  precedents,  as  they  stood  at 
the  adoption  of  our  constitution,  in  the  year 
1789.  I  protest  against  this  absurdity,  and 
oonteod  that  we  are  to  use  our  granted  powers 
aoeordiag  to  the  oironmetanoes  of  our  own 


countaT-,  and  according  to  the  genius  of  our  r^ 
publican  institutions,  and  according  to  the  pro- 
gress of  events  and  the  expansion  of  light  and 
knowledge  among  ourselves.  If  not,  and  if  we 
are  to  be  confined  to  the  "  usual  objects,"  and 
the  "  usual  subjects,"  and  the  "usual  purposes," 
of  British  legislation  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  our  constitution,  how  could  Oongress 
ever  make  a  law  in  relation  to  steamboats,  or 
to  railroad  cars,  both  of  which  were  unknown 
to  Sritish  legislation  in  1789 ;  and  therefore, 
according  to  the  idea  that  would  send  us  to 
England  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  our  consti- 
tution, would  not  faU  within  the  limits  of  our 
legislative  anthority.  Upon  their  &ce,  the 
words  of  the  constitution  are  sufficient  to  justi- 
fy the  President's  recommendation,  even  as  un- 
derstood by  those  who  impugn  that  recommen- 
dation. The  bankrupt  clause  is  very  peculiar 
in  its  phraseology,  and  the  mcne  strikingly  so 
fit>m  Its  contrast  with  the  phraseology  of  the 
naturalization  daose,  which  is  coupled  with  it. 
Mark  this  difierence :  there  is  to  be  a  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization ;  there  are  to  be  uniform 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies.  One  is  in 
the  singular,  the  other  in  the  plural ;  one  is  to 
be  a  n^e,  the  other  are  to  be  laws ;  one  acta 
on  individuals,  the  other  on  the  subject ;  and 
it  is  bankruptcies  that  are,  and  not  bankruptcy 
that  is,  to  be  the  objects  of  these  uniform  law*. 

As  a  proposition,  now  limited  to  this  partion- 
lar  case,  I  lay  it  down  that  we  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  modem  English  acceptation  of  this 
term  ianhrupt,  for  it  is  a  term,  not  of  English, 
but  of  Boman  origin.  It  is  a  term  of  the  civil 
law,  and  borrowed  by  the  English  from  that 
code.  They  borrowed  from  Italy  both  the 
name  and  the  purpose  of  the  law ;  and  also  the 
first  objects  to  which  the  law  was  q>plicable. 
The  English  were  borrowers  of  eveiTr  thing 
connected  with  this  code ;  and  it  is  abeurd-  in 
us  to  borrow  firom  a  bonrower — to  copy  from 
a  copyist — when  we  have  the  original  lendw 
and  the  original  texjt  before  ns.  Banmu  and 
raptm  signifies  a  broken  bank ;  and  the  word 
Irohen  is  not  metaphorical  but  literal,  and  is 
descriptive  of  the  ancient  metiiod  of  cashiering 
an  insolvent  or  frandnlent  banker,  by  turning 
him  out  of  the  exchange  or  market  place,  and 
breaking  the  table  to  pieces  on  which  he  \isf^ 
his  money  and  transacted  his  bnsSness.  The 
term  laiuervpt,  then,  is  the  civil  law  from 
which  the  TiingliKli  borrowed  it,  not  only  ap- 
plied to  bankers,  but  was  ocmfined  to  them ;  and 
it  is  preposterous  in  ns  to  limit  ourselves  to  an 
English  definition  of  a  civil  law  term. 

Upon  this  exposition  of  our  own  constitution, 
and  of  the  civil  law  derivation  of  this  term  hank- 
rupU,  I  submit  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  is  not  limited  to  the  English  judicial  or 
statutory  acceptation  of  the  term;  and  so  I 
finish  the  first  point  which  I  took  in  the  ai]g(i- 
ment.  The  next  point  is  more  comprehraave, 
and  makes  a  direct  issue  with  the  propoeition 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  Qts.  Wkb- 
siBB.)    His  proposition  is,  that  we  BHttt  confine 
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our  bankmpt  legislation  to  the  nsnal  objects, 
the  nsnal  subjects,  and  the  usaal  purposes  of 
bankrupt  laws  in  England ;  and  that  cnrrenoj 
(meaning  paper  money  and  shin-plasters  of 
oonrse)  and  banks  and  banking,  are  not  within 
the  scope  of  that  legislation.  I  take  issue,  sir, 
upon  aU  these  point^  and  am  ready  to  go  with 
ttie  Senator  to  England,  and  to  contest  them, 
one  hy  one,  on  the  evidences  of  English  histo- 
ry, of  English  statute  law,  and  of  English  ju- 
dicial decision.  I  say  English ;  for  although 
{he  Senator  did  not  mention  England,  yet  he 
oonld  mean  nothing  else,  in  his  re&rence  to  the 
usual  objects,  usual  subjects,  and  usual  purposes 
of  bankrupt  laws.  He  could  mean  nothing 
else.  He  must  mean  the  English  examples  ana 
the  English  practice,  or  nothing;  and  he  is  not 
a  person  to  speak,  and  mean  nothing. 

Protesting  against  this  voyage  across  the 
high  seas,  I  nevertheless  will  make  it,  and  will 
ask  the  Senator  on  what  act  out  of  the  scores 
which  Parliament  has  passed  upon  this  subject, 
or  on  what  period,  out  of  the  five  hundred 
years  that  she  has  been  legislating  upon  it,  will 
he  fix  for  his  example  ?  Or,  whether  he  will 
choose  to  view  the  whole  together;  and  out  of 
the  vast  chaotic  and  heterogeneous  mass,  extract 
a  general  power  which  Parliament  possesses, 
and  which  he  proposes  for  our  exemplar!  For 
myself,  I  am  agreed  to  consider  the  question 
under  the  whole  or  under  either  of  these  as- 
pects, and,  relying  on  the  goodness  of  the  cause, 
expect  a  safe  deliverance  from  the  contest,  take 
it  in  any  way. 

And  first,  as  to  the  acts  passed  upon  this  sub- 
ject :  great  is  their  number,  and  most  dissimi- 
lar their  provisions.  For  the  first  two  hun- 
dred years,  these  acts  applied  to  none  but  aliens, 
and  a  single  class  of  aliens,  and  only  for  a 
eAngle  act,  that  of  flying  the  realm  to  avoid 
their  creditors.  Then  they  were  made  to  ap- ' 
ply  to  all  debtors,  whether  natives  or  foreigners, 
engaged  in  trade  or  not,  and  took  efifeot  for 
three  acts:  1st.  Flying  the  realm ;  2d.  Keeping 
the  house  to  avoid  creditors :  8d.  Taking  sanc- 
tuary in  a  church  to  avoid  arrest.  For  up- 
■wards  of  two  hundred  years — ^to  be  precise,  for 
two  hundred  and  twenty  years — bankruptcy 
was  only  treated  criminally,  and  directed  agtunst 
those  who  wonld  not  fiice  their  creditors,  or 
abide  the  laws  of  the  land ;  and  the  remedies 
against  them  were  not  civil,  but  criminal ;  it 
was  not  a  distribution  of  the  effects,  but  corpo- 
ral punishment,  to  wit:  imprisonment  and  out- 
lawry.* The  statute  of  Elizabeth  was  the  first 
that  confined  the  law  to  merchants  and  traders, 
took  in  the  unfortunate  as  well  as  the  criminal, 
extended  the  acts  of  bankruptcy  to  inability  as 

*  Prtambt*  to  ih*  aet  <^  8tl\  qfExtnj  vm. 
"Wluitft  Una  and  snndty  p«noiu  enftlly  obtained 
Into  their  hands  gnat  anbetame  of  other  men's  goods,  do 
suddenly  flee  to  parts  unknown,  or  keep  their  bouses,  not 
minding  to  pay  or  restore  to  any  of  their  credltom,  their 
^<«bts  and  duties,  but  at  their  own  wUls  and  own  pleasures 
eookam^the  substance  obtained  by  credit  of  other  men,  for 
their  o«Bj>leaaures  and  delicate  living,  against  all  rsason, 


well  as  to  disinclination  to  pay,  discrimiiated 
between  innocent  and  fraudulent  bankniptcjr, 
and  gave  to  creditors  the  remedial  right  to  t 
distribution  of  effects.  This  statute  opoied  the 
door  to  judicial  construction,  and  tbe  jodfa 
went  to  work  to  define  by  decisions,  who  were 
traders,  and  what  acts  constituted  the  fact,  or 
showed  an  intent  to  delay  or  to  defraud  creditor!. 
In  making  these  decisions,  the  judges  t«sched 
high  enough  to  get  hold  of  royal  compsniea, 
and  low  enough  to  get  hold  of  shoenuken; 
the  latter  upon  the  ground  that  theyboi^ 
the  leather  out  of  which  they  made  the  slioa; 
and  they  even  had  a  most  learned  consnltadra 
to  decide  whether  a  taan  who  was  a  landlord 
for  dogs,  and  bought  dead  horses  for  bis  fbor- 
legged  boarders,  and  then  sold  the  skins  ud 
bones  of  the  horse  carcases  he  had  bought,  to 
not  a  trader  within  the  meaning  of  the  ad,  isd 
so  subject  to  the  statute  of  bankrupts.  These 
decisions  of  the  judges  set  tbe  Parliament  to 
work  again  to  preclude  judicial  constroctioDS 
by  the  precision,  negatively  and  afSnnadrel;, 
of  legislative  enactment.  But,  worse  and  toi«! 
Out  of  the  frying-pan  into  the  fire.  The  more 
legislation  the  more  construction ;  the  moa 
statutes  Parliament  made,  the  more  nmneroos 
and  more  various  the  judidol  decisions;  nntiL 
besides  merchants  and  trftders^  near  fortj  other 
descriptions  of  persons  were  mclnded,  and  the 
catalogue  of  bankruptcy  acts,  ilnocent  or  fiwid- 
ulent,  is  swelled  to  a  length  which  requires 
whole  pages  to  conttun  it.  Among  those  who 
are  now  included  by  statutory  enactment  in 
England,  leaving  out  the  great  classes  compre- 
hended under  the  names  of  merchants  and  pad- 
era,  are  buikers,  brokers,  factors,  and  scriTen- 
ers ;  insurers  against  peirils  by  sea  and  land; 
warehousemen,  wharfingers,  packers,  bnilders, 
carpenters,  shipwrights,  and  victuallers ;  keep- 
ers of  inns,  hotels,  taverns,  and  cofffee-honses; 
dyers,  printers,  bleachers,  fullers,  calendarers, 
sellers  of  oattie  or  sheep ;  oommissiiffl  ^le^ 
chants  and  consignees ;  and  the  agents  of  u 
these  classes.  These  are  the  affirmative  deSai- 
tions  of  the  classes  liable  to  bankmptcj  i" 
England ;  then  come  the  negative ;  and  among 
these  are  farmers,  graziers,  and  common  lahw- 
ers  for  hire ;  the  receivers  general  of  the  kinp 
taxes,  and  members  or  subscribers  to  anj  a- 
corporated  companies  established  by  charters 
act  of  Parliament.  And  among  these  negtt« 
and  affirmative  exclusions  and  inclusions,  thert 
are  many  classes  which  have  repeatedly  cba* 
ed  position,  and  found  themselves  succesnvOT 
in  and  put  of  the  bankrupt  code.  Noir,  maU 
this  mass  of  variant  and  contradictory  leg™" 
tion,  what  part  of  it  will  the  Senator  ftm 
Massachusetts  select  for  his  model  f      ,*5?i 

E roved,  and  approved  parts,  to  be  snrel  d 
ere  a  barrier  presents  itself— an  impassaw 
wall  interposes — a  veto  power  intervenes,  ^w 
it  so  happens  that  the  improvements  m^ 
British  bankrupt  code,  those  parts  of  it  *wo» 
are  consideredT  beet,  and  most  worthy  ofom 
imitation,  are  of.  modem  origin-the  cre«oi» 
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of  the  last  fifty  years — aotnally  made  since 
the  date  of  oar  oonstitntion ;  and,  therefore, 
not  within  the  pale  of  its  porriew  and  meaning. 
Yea,  sir,  made  since  the  establishment  of  our 
ooDstitation,  and,  therefore,  not  to  be  included 
within  its  contemplation,  unless  this  doctrine 
.  of  searching  into  British  statutes  for  the  mean- 
ing of  our  constitution,  is  to  make  us  search 
forwards  to  the  end  of  the  British  empire,  as 
well  as  search  backwards  to  its  beginning. 
Fact  is,  that  the  actual  bankrupt  code  of  Great 
Britain — the  one  that  preserves  all  that  is  vala- 
able,  that  consolidates  all  that  is  preseryed,  and 
improves  all  that  is  improvable,  is  an  act  of 
most  recent  date — of  the  reign  of  Oeorge  the 
Fourth,  and  not  yet  a  dozen  years  old.  Here, 
then,  in  going  back  to  England  for  a  model,  we 
are  out  off  firom  her  improvements  in  the  bank- 
rapt  code,  and  confined  to  take  it  as  it  stood 
imaer  the  reign  of  the  Plantagenets,  the  Stu- 
arts, and  the  earlier  reigns  of  the  Brunswick 
sovereigns.  This  should  be  a  consideration, 
and  sumoiently  weighty  to  turn  the  scale  in 
&Tor  of  looking  to  otir  own  constitution  alone 
for  the  extent  and  circumscription  of  our 
powers. 

But  let  OS  continue  this  disoossion  upon  i>rin- 
ciples  of  British  example  and  British  legisla- 
tion. "We  must  go  to  England  for  one  or  two 
things ;  either  for  a  case  in  point,  to  be  found 
in  some  statute,  or  a  general  authority,  to  be 
extracted  ftt>m  a  general  practice.  Take  it 
either  way,  or  both  ways,  and  I  am  ready  and 
able  to  vindicate,  upon  British  precedents,  our 
perfect  right  to  Miact  a  bankrupt  law,  limited 
in  its  appucation  to  banks  and  oankers.  And 
first,  for  a  case  in  point,  that  is  to  say,  anEng- 
Ibh  statute  of  bankruptcy,  limited  to  these 
lords  of  the  purse-strings :  we  have  it  at  once, 
in  tlie  first  act  ever  passed  on  the  sul^eot — the 
act  of  the  80th  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Third,  against  the  Lombard  Jews.  Everybody 
knows  that  these  Jews  were  bankers,  usually 
formed  into  oompanies,  who,  issuing  from  Yen- 
ice,  Milan,  and  other  parts  of  Italy,  spread  over 
the  south  and  west  of  Europe,  during  the  mid- 
dle agea,  and  established  themselves  in  every 
country  and  city  in  which  the  dawn  of  reviving 
dvilization,  and  the  germ  of' returning  indus- 
try, gave  employment  to  money,  and  laid  the 
fbondation  of  credit.  They  came  to  Londcm  as 
early  as  the  thirteenth  century,  aiid  gave  their 
name  to  a  street  which  still  retains  it,  as  well 
as  it  still  retains  the  particular  occupation,  and 
ttie  peooliar  reputation,  which  the  Lombard 
Jews  established  for  it.  The  first  law  against 
bankrupts  ever  passed  in  England,  was  against 
the  banking  company  composed  of  these  Jews. 
and  confined  excrusively  to  them.  It  renuuned 
in  force  two  hundred  years,  without  any  alter- 
ation whatever,  and  was  nothing  but  the  ap- 
plication of  the  law  of  their  own  country  to 
these  bankers  in  the  country  of  their  sojourn- 
ment— the  Italian  law,  founded  upon  the  dvil 
law,  and  called  in  Italy  ianeo  rotto,  broken 
haaL    It  is  in  direct  r^erenoe  to  these  Jews, 


and  this  application  of  the  exotic  bankrupt  law 
to  them,  that  Sir  Edward  Coke,  in  his  insti- 
tutes, takes  occasion  to  say  that  both  the  name 
and  the  wickedness  of  bankruptcy  were  of 
foreign  origin,  and  had  been  brought  into  Eng- 
land from  foreign  parts.  It  was  enacted  under 
the  reign  of  one  of  the  most  glorious  of  the 
English  princes — a  reign  as  mucm  distinguished 
for  the  beneficence  of  its  civil  administration  as 
for  the  splendor  of  its  military  achievements. 
This  act  of  itself  is  a  full  answer  to  the  whole 
objection  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts. It  shows  that,  even  in  Enf^land,  a  bank- 
rupt law  has  been  confined  to  a  single  class  of 
persons,  and  that  class  a  banking  company. 
And  here  I  would  be  willing  to  close  my  n>eeoh 
upon  a  compromise — a  compromise  founded  in 
reason  and  reciprocity,  and  invested  with  the 
equitable  mantle  of  a  mutual  concession.  It  is 
this :  if  we  must  follow  English  precedents,  let 
us  follow  them  chronologically  and  orderly. 
Let  us  begin  at  the  beginning,  and  take  them 
as  they  rise.  Give  me  a  bankrupt  law  for  two 
hundred  years  agfunst  banks  and  bankers ;  an^ 
after  that,  make  another  for  merchants  and 
traders. 

The  Senator  firom  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wkb- 
steb)  has  emphatically  deinanded,  how  the 
bankrupt  power  could  be  faurly  exercised  by 
seizing  on  corporations  and  bankers,  and  ex- 
cluding all  the  other  usual  subjects  of  bankrupt 
laws  f  I  answer,  by  following  the  example  of 
that  England  to  which  he  has  conducted  us ; 
by  copying  the  act  of  the  SOth  of  Edward  the 
Third ;  by  going  back  to  that  reign  of  heroian, 
patriotism,  and  wisdom ;  that  reign  in  which 
the  monarch  acquired  as  much  glory  firom  his 
domestic  policy  as  from  his  foreun  conquests; 
that  reign  in  which  the  acquisition  of  dyers 
and  weavers  fit>m  Flanders,  tne  observance  of 
law  and  lustioe  and  the  encouragement  given 
to  agriculture  and  manufactures,  conferred  more 
ben^t  upon  the  kingdom,  and  more  glory  up- 
on the  king,  than  the  splendid  victories  of 
Poictiers,  Aginoourt,  and  Greasy. 

But  the  Senator  may  not  be  willing  to  yield 
to  this  example,  this  case  in  point,  drawn  from 
his  own  fountain,  and  precisely  up  to  the  exi- 
gency of  the  occasion.  He  may  want  some- 
tiiing  more,  and  he  shall  have  it.  I  will  now 
take  the  qnestion  upon  its  broadest  bottom  and 
fullest  merits.  I  will  go  to  the  question  of 
general  power— the  point  of  general  authority 
— exemplified  by  the  general  practice  of  the 
British  Parliament,  for  five  hundred  years,  over 
the  whole  subject  of  bankruptcy.  I  will  try 
the  question  upon  this  basis;  and  here  I  lay 
down  the  proposition,  that  this  five  hundred 
years  of  parliamentuy  legislation  on  bank- 
ruptcy establishes  the  point  of  foil  authority  in 
the  British  Parliament  to  act  as  it  pleased  on 
the  entire  subject  of  bankruptcies.  This  is  my 
.proposition;  and,  when  it  is  proved,  I  shall 
claim  from  those  who  carry  me  to  England  for 
authority,  the  same  amount  of  power  over  the 
subject  which  the  British  Parliament  has  been 
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In  the  habit  of  exercising.  Now,  what  is  the 
extent  of  that  power  ?  Happily  for  me,  I,  who 
have  to  epeak,  withont  any  inclination  for  the 
ta^k ;  still  more  happily  for  those  who  have  to 
bear  me,  peradventnre  without  profit  or  pleaa- 
nre ;  hwjpily  for  both  parties,  my  proposition 
is  already  proved,  partly  by  what  I  have  pre- 
viously advanced,  and  fUly  by  what  every 
Senator  knows.  I  have  already  shown  the 
practice  of  Parliament  npon  this  subject,  that 
It  has  altered  and  changed,  contracted  and  en- 
larged, pnt  in  and  left  out,  abolished  and  creat- 
ed, precisely  as  it  pleased.  I  have  already 
shown,  in  my  rapid  view  of  English  legislation 
on  this  subject,  that  the  Parliament  exercised 
plenary  power  and  unlimited  authority  over 
every  branch  of  the  bankrupt  question;  that 
it  confined  the  action  of  the  bankrupt  laws  to 
a  single  class  of  persons,  or  extended  it  to  many 
classes;  that  it  was  sometimes  confined  to 
foreigners,  then  applied  to  natives,  and  that 
now  it  comprehends  natives,  aliens,  denizens, 
and  women ;  that  at  one  time  all  debtors  were 
snblect  to  it;  then  none  but  merchants  and 
traders;  and  now,  besides  merchants  and 
traders,  a  lone  list  of  persons  who  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  trade ;  that  at  one  time  bank- 
mptcy  was  treated  criminally,  and  its  object 
punished  corporeally,  whUe  now  it  is  a  remedial 
measure  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors,  and 
the  relief  of  unfortunate  debtors ;  and  that  the 
acts  of  the  debtor  which  may  constitute  him  a 
bankmpt,  have  been  enlarged  from  three  or 
four  glaring  misdeeds,  to  so  long  a  catalogue  of 
actions,  divided  into  the  heads  of  innocent  and 
frandulent;  constructive  and  positive;  inten- 
tional and  unintentional ;  voluntary  and  forced ; 
(hat  none  but  an  attorney,  with  book  in  hand, 
can  pretend  to  enumerate  them.  All  this  has 
been  shown ;  and,  from  all  this,  it  is  incontest- 
able that  Parliament  can  do  just  what  it  pleases 
on  the  subject;  and,  therefore,  our  Congress, 
if  referred  to  England  for  its  powers,  can  do 
Just  what  it  pleases  also.  And  thus,  whether 
we  go  by  the  words  of  our  own  constitution, 
or  by  a  particular  example  in  England,  or 
deduce  a  general  authority  from  the  general 
practice  of  that  country,  the  result  is  still  tiie 
same :  we  have  authority  to  limit,  if  we  please, 
our  bankrupt  law  to  the  single  daas  of  bimks 
and  bankers. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
bibb)  demands  whether  bankrupt  laws  ordi- 
barily  extend  to  corporations,  meaning  moneyed 
corporations.  I  am  free  to  answer  that,  in 
point  of  fact,  they  do  not  But  why  ?  because 
they  ought  not  ?  or  because  these  corporations 
have  yet  been  powerful  enough,  or  fortunate 
enough,  to  keep  their  necks  out  of  that  noose  t 
Certunly  the  latter.  It  is  the  power  of  these 
moneyed  corporations  in  England,  and  their 
good  fortune  in  our  America,  which,  enabling 
uiem  to  grasp  all  advantages  on  one  hand,  uid 
to  repulse  all  penalties  on  the  other,  has  enabled 
them  to  obtain  express  statutorv  exemption 
from  bankrupt  liabilities  in  England,  and  to 


escape.. thus  &r,  tmta  similar  liabUities  in  dis 
United  States.  This,  sir,  is  history,  and  Mt 
invective ;  it  is  fact,  and  not  asserbon ;  and  I 
win  speedQy  refresh  the  Senator's  memciy, 
and  bring  him  to  recollect  why  it  is,  in  point  «f 
fitct,  that  bankmpt  laws  do  not  usually  extat 
to  these  corporations.  And,  first,  let  tu  knk 
to  Endand,  that  great  exemplar,  whose  eT3 
examples  we  are  so  prompt,  whose  good  od« 
we  are  so  slow,  to  imitate.  Bow  stands  tUi 
question  of  corpforation  nnliability  thwet  B; 
tne  Judicial  construction  of  the  statute  of  XE» 
beth,  the  partners  in  all  incorporated  ooapaiiM 
were  held  snlgect  to  the  bankrupt  law ;  and, 
under  this  construction,  a  commission  of  iMnk- 
mpt  was  issued  against  Sir  John  WolstenhofaM, 
a  gentieman  of  large  fortune,  who  had  adnoMd 
a  sum  of  money  on  an  adventure  in  the  Eat 
India  Company's  trade.  The  issue  <tf  this  coo- 
mission  was  affirmed  by  the  Court  of  Sia^i 
Bench ;  but  this  happened  to  take  place  in  tM 
reign  of  Charles  the  Second — that  rngn  dnriig 
which  so  little  is  found  worthy  of  imitatioD  li 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain — and  Ibm- 
diately  two  acts  of  Parliament  were  passsdjCW 
to  annul  the  Judgment  of  the  Court  of  Sng^ 
Bench  in  the  case  of  Sir  John  WolstenliohBe^ 
and  the  other  to  prevent  any  such  JudgmeBti 
from  being  given  in  ftatare.  Here  are  wipn 
oi  the  two  acts : 

Firtl  ad,  to  tmmd  th»  judgmttU. 
"  Whereas  a  verdict  and  Jadgment  vis  htd  in  tb 
Enter  term  of  the  King's  Bendi,  whenby  Sir  Jite 
Wolstenhdme,  knigfat,  and  adventorer  in  die  E«t 
India  Conqwny,  ma  found  liable  to  a  vaaaaammji 
bankrapt  only  for,  and  by  reason  of,  a  abire  which 
he  had  in  the  joint  stock  of  said  compuj:  N«>, 
&C.,  Be  it  enacted.  That  the  said  judgment  be  N- 
vened,  annulled,  vacated,  and  for  nou^t  heU,"  to- 

Beeond  ael,  to  prevent  t%teK  juigmentt  vnfiiiKt. 

"  That  whereas  divers  noblemen  and  genttaneB, 
and  persons  of  quality,  no  ways  bred  np  to  tnde,  * 
often  pot  in  gieatstodcs  of  money  into  the  East  bdii 
and  Guinea  Cmnpany:  Be  It  enacted.  That  no  jjo^ 
sons  adventurers  for  patting  in  money  or  meRte' 
&e  into  the  said  companies,  or  for  ventmbg  * 
managing  the  fishing  tnde,  called  the  rojd  finiig 
tiade,  shall  be  reputed  or  taken  to  be  a  marclMiti* 
trader  within  any  statutes  for  bankrupta." 

Thus,  and  for  these  reasons,  were  oh«rt«iw 
companies  and  their  members  exempted  fij» 
the  bankmpt  penalties,  under  the  diseolnte  rags 
of  Charles  the  Second.  It  was  not  the  po*« 
of  tiie  corporations  at  that  time — ^for  the  Baw 
of  England  was  not  then  chartered,  w^  *J 
East  India  Company  had  not  then  oonqiMfM 
India — ^which  occasioned  this  exemption  ;J» 
it  was  to  fikvor  the  dignified  character!  »"• 
engaged  in  the  trade — noMemen,  gentleinffl, 
and  persons  of  quality.  But,  afterwards,  wWj 
the  Bank  of  England  had  become  si"'**'  ™ 
Government  of  England,  and  when  the  B«* 
India  Company  hrfd  acquired  the  doniimOT»« 
the  Great  Mogul,  an  act  of  Parliament^rejJJ 
declared  that  no  member  of  any  inoorporstso 
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eompsttx,  chartered  by  act  of  Parliament, 
dioald  be  liable  to  become  bankrupt  This  act 
■wt»  passed  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Fourth, 
when  the  Wellington  ininistr7  vas  in  power, 
md  when  liberal  prindples  and  homan  rights 
"were  at  the  last  gasp.  80  mooh  for  these  cor- 
poration exemptions  in  England;  and  if  the 
Senator  from  Massachnsetts  finds  any  thing  in 
■o^  instances  worthy  of  imitation,  let  him 
■tand  forth  and  prooUum  it. 

Bat,  ^,  I  am  not  yet  done  with  my  answer 
to  thJks  question :  do  snoh  laws  ordinarily  extend 
to  oorporati<Hts  at  all  ?  I  answer,  most  decid- 
edly, that  they  dot  that  they  apply  in  England 
to  ail  tiie  corporations,  except  those  specially 
excepted  by  the  act  of  George  the  Fourth ;  and 
these  are  few  in  number,  though  great  in  power 
— ^werfnl,  but  few — ^nothing  but  units  to  myr- 
iads compared  to  thoee  which  are  not  excepted. 
Tbe  wofds  of  that  act  are :  "  Member  oi,  or 
anbseriber  to,  any  incorporated  commercial  or 
trading  companies,  established  by  charter  act 
of  Psniament"  These  words  cnt  off  at  once 
tho  many  ten  thousand  oorporations  in  the 
Britisb  empire  existing  by  prescription,  or  in- 
oorporated  by  letters  patent  from  the  King ; 
and  thm  they  cnt  off  all  those  even  charterid 
1^  wst  oi  Parliament,  which  are  not  commercial 
or  trading  in  th^  nature.  This  saves  but  a 
fi»w  out  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  cor- 
porations which  abound  in  England,  Scotland, 
Wales,  and  Ireland.  It  saves,  or  rather  con- 
firma,  tbe  exempticm  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
which  is  a  trader  in  money,  and  it  confirms, 
also,  the  exemption  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, which  is,  in  contemplation  of  law  at  least, 
a  Commercial  company :  and  it  saves  or  exempts 
a  few  others  deriving  charters  of  incorporation 
fW>m  Parliament ;  bnt  it  leaves  subject  to  the 
law  the  whole  wilderness  of  corporations,  of 
which  there  are  thousands  in  London  alone, 
which  derive  from  prescription  or  letters  pat- 
ent; and  it  also  leaves  subject  to  the  same 
laws  all  the  oorporations  creirted  by  charter  act 
of  Parliament,  which  are  not  commercial  or 
trading.  The  words  of  the  act  are  veiy  pecu- 
liar— "charter  act  of  Parliament;"  so  that 
corporations  by  a  general  law,  without  a  special 
divter  act,  are  not  indnded  in  the  exemption. 
This  answer,  added  to  what  has  been  prBviondy 
said,  must  be  a  sufSoient  reply  to  the  Senator's 
«(aestion,  whether  bankrupt  laws  ordinarily 
extend  to  corporations  t  Sir,  out  of  the  myriad 
of  corporations  in  Great  Britain,  the  bankrupt 
law  extends  to  the  whole,  except  some  half 
dosen  or  dozen. 

80  much  for  the  exemption  of  these  corpora- 
tions in  Eng^d ;  now  for  our  America.  We 
never  had  but  one  bankrupt  law  in  the  United 
States,  and  that  for  the  snort  period  of  three 
or  four  years.  It  was  passed  under  the  admin- 
istration of  the  elder  llr.  Adams,  and  repealed 
under  Mr.  Jefferson.  It  copied  the  English 
acts  including  among  the  subjects  of  bank- 
raptoy,  bankers,  brokers,  and  factors.  Cor- 
porations were  not  indnded;  and  it  is  probable 


that  no  question  was  raised  about  them,  a&  up 
to  that  time,  their  number  was  few,  and  tiieur 
conduct  generally  good.  But,  at  a  later  date, 
the  enactment  of  a  bankrupt  law  was  a^ain 
attempted  in  our  Congress ;  and,  at  that  penod, 
the  multiplication  and  the  misconduct  01  banks 
presented  them  to  the  minds  of  many  as  proper 
subjects  for  the  application  of  the  law ;  I  speak 
of  the  bill  of  1827,  brought  into  the  Senate, 
and  lost.  That  bill,  like  aU  previous  laws  since 
the  time  of  George  U.,  was  made  t4pplicable  to 
bankers,  brokers,  and  factors.  A  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  B&ajiob)  moved  to  inclu4e 
banking  corporations.  The  motion  was  lost, 
there  being  but  twelve  votes  for  it ;  but  in  tiiis 
twelve  there  were  some  whose  names  must  carry 
weight  to  any  cause  to  which  they  are  at- 
tached. The  twdve  were,  Messrs.  Barton, 
Benton,  Branch,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Hendridca, 
Macon,  Noble,  Randolph,  Reed,  Smith  of  Sonth 
Carolina,  and  White.  The  whole  of  the  friends 
of  the  bill,  twenty-one  in  number,  voted  against 
the  proposition,  (the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
in  the  nnmber,)  and  for  the  obvious  reason, 
with  some,  of  not  encumbering  the  measure 
they  were  so  anxious  to  carry,  by  putting  into 
it  a  new  and  untried  provision.  And  thus 
stands  oar  own  legislation  onx  this  subject.  In 
point  of  &ct,  then,  chartered  corporations  have 
thus  far  eso^>ed  bankrupt  penalties,  both  in 
England  and  in  our  America ;  but  ought  they 
to  continue  to  escape  t  This  is  the  question — 
this  the  true  and  important  inquiry,  which  is 
now  to  occupy  the  pnolic  mind. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
btbb)  says  the  object  of  bankrupt  laws  has  no 
relation  to  currency ;  that  their  object  is  simply 
to  distribute  the  effects  of  insolvent  debtors 
among  their  creditors.  So  says  the  Senator, 
but  what  says  history  ?  What  says  the  practice 
of  Great  Britain?  I  will  show  you  what  it 
says,  and  for  that  purpose  will  read  a  passage 
from  McCulloh's  notes  on  Smith's  Wealth  of 
Nations.    He  says : 

"  In  1814-'  16,  and  '  16,  no  fewer  than  240  oountiy 
banks  stopped  payment,  and  ninety-tvo  eommisBions 
of  bankruptcy  were  issued  against  these  establish- 
ments, being  at  the  rate  of  one  commission  a^nst 
every  seven  and  a  half  of  the  total  number  of  coon- 
tiy  banks  existing  in  1813." 

Two  hundred  and  forty  stopped  payment  at 
one  dash,  and  ninety-two  subjected  to  commis- 
sions of  bankruptcy.  They  were  not  indeed 
chartered  banks,  for  there  are  none  such  in 
EngUmd,  except  the  Bank  of  England ;  bnt  tiiey 
were  legalized  establishments,  existing  under 
the  first  joint-stock  bank  act  of  1708,  and  tbey 
were  banks  of  issue.  Tet  they  were  snbjected 
to  the  bankrupt  laws,  ninety-two  of  them  in  a 
single  season  of  bank  catalepsy ;  their  broken 
"  promises  to  pay  "  were  taken  out  of  circula- 
tion; their  doors  dosed;  their  directors  and 
officers  turned  ont;  their  whole  effects,  real 
and  personal,  their  money,  debts,  lx>oks,  pa- 
per, and  every  thing,  put  into  the  hands  <a  as- 
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and  to  these  assignees,  the  holders  of 
tlieir  notes  forwarded  their  demands,  and  were 

Said,  ever^  one  in  equal  proportion — as  the 
ebts  of  the  hank  were  collected,  and  its  effects 
converted  into  money ;  and  this  without  ex- 
pense or  troable  to  any  one  of  them.  Ninety- 
two  banks  in  England  shared  this  fate  in  a 
aingle  season  of  bank  mortality ;  five  hundred 
more  could  be  enumerated  in  other  seasons, 
many  of  them  superior  in  real  capital,  cr^t, 
and  curculation,  to  our  famous  chartered  banks, 
most  of  which  are  banks  of  moonshine,  built 
upon  each  other's  paper,  and  the  whole  ready 
to  fly  sky-high  the  moment  any  one  of  the 
oonoem  becomes  sufSciently  inflated  to  burst. 
The  immedate  effect  of  this  application  of  the 
bankmpt  laws  to  banks  in  England,  is  two-fold : 
first,  to  save  the  general  currency  from  deprecia- 
tion, by  stopping  the  issue  and  circulation  of  ir- 
redeeinf^le  notes ;  secondly,  to  do  equal  justice 
to  all  creditors,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor, 
present  and  absent,  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan, as  well  as  the  conning  and  the  powerful, 
by  distributing  their  effects  in  proportionate 
amounts  to  all  who  hold  demands.  This  is  the 
operation  of  bankmpt  laws  upon  banks  in  Eng- 
land, and  all  over  the  Briti^  empire;  and  it 
happens  to  be  the  precise  check  upon  the  issue 
of  broken  bank  paper,  and  the  precise  remedy 
for  the  injured  holders  of  their  dishonored 
p«>er,  which  the  President  recommends.  Here 
18  nis  recommendation,  listen  to  it : 

"  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  all  the 
remedies  against  a  depreciated  paper  currency  which 
the  constitation  enables  us  to  ^ord.  The  Troarory 
Department,  on  several  former  oooaAaa,  hia  ng- 
KBBlu&A  the  propriety  and  importanoe  of  a  miiform 
uw  'Concerning  bankmptdes  of  corporationa  and 
other  bankers.  Through  the  instnunentality  of  such 
a  law,  a  salutary  check  may  doubtless  be  imposed  on 
the  iffiues  of  paper  money,  and  an  effectual  remedy 
(^en  to  the  dtizen,  in  a  way  at  once  equal  in  aU 
parts  of  the  Union,  and  fully  authorized  by  the  con- 
■titufion." 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  says  he 
would  not,  intentionally,  do  injustice  to  the 
Message  or  its  author ;  and  doubtless  he  is  not 
conscious  of  violating  that  benevolent  deter- 
mination ;  bat  here  is  injustice,  both  to  the 
Message  and  to  its  author;  ii\]ustice  in  not 
quoting  the  Message  as  it  is,  and  showing  that 
it  proposes  a  remedy  to  the  citizen,  as  well  as 
a  oieck  npon  insolvent  issues ;  injustice  to  the 
anthor  in  denying  that  the  object  of  bankmpt 
laws  has  any  relation  to  onrrency,  when  history 
shows  that  these  laws  are  the  aotnal  instrument 
for  regulating  and  purifying  the  whole  local 
paper  onrrency  of  the  entire  British  empire, 
and  saving  that  country  from  the  frauds,  losses, 
impositions,  and  demoralization  of  an  irredeem- 
able paper  money. 

The  Senator  from  Massafchnsetts  says  tlie 
object  of  bankmpt  laws  has  no  relation  to  cur- 
rency. If  he  means  hard-money  currency,  I 
agree  wtii  him ;  but  if  he  means  bank  notes, 
as  I  am  sure  he  does,  then  I  point  him  to  the 


British  bankmpt  oode,  whioh  applies  to  every 
bank  of  issue  in  the  British  empire,  except  Va» 
Bank  of  England  itselfj  and  the  te.-v  othei^ 
four  or  flve  in  number,  whioh  are  incorporated 
by  charter  acts.  All  the  joint  stock  baoks,  ill 
the  private  banks,  all  the  bankers  of  England, 
Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland,  are  subject  to  tlie 
law  of  bankmptcy.  Many  of  these  establisii- 
ments  are  of  great  capitaJ  and  credit;  some 
having  hundreds,  or  even  thousands  of  pirt- 
ners ;  and  many  of  them  having  ten,  or  tveo- 
ty,  or  thirty,  and  some  even  forty  bnmchea. 
They  are  almost  the  exdnsive  furnishers  of  th* 
local  and  common  bank-note  currency;  flie 
Bank  of  England  notes  being  chiefly  used  in 
the  great  cities  for  large  mercantile  and  Gotcid- 
ment  payments.  These  joint-stock  banlca,  ]iii- 
vate  companies,  and  individual  bankers  are, 
practically,  in  the  British  empire  what  the 
local  banks  are  in  the  United  States.  "Rn] 
perform  the  same  fimctiona,  and  differ  in  nime 
only ;  not  in  substance  nor  in  conduct.  The; 
have  no  charters,  but  they  have  a  legaliied 
existence ;  they  are  not  corporations,  but  they 
are  allowed  by  law  to  act  in  a  body;  they 
furnish  the  actual  paper  currency  of  the  gntt 
body  of  the  people  of  the  British  empire,  tt 
much  so  as  our  local  banks  famish  the  mats  of 
paper  currency  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  They  have  bad  twenty-four  millioM 
sterling  (one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of 
dolliu«)  in  circulation  at  one  time ;  a  sum  neady 
equal  to  the  greatest  issue  ever  known  in  the 
United  States,  and  more  than  eqaal  to  the 
whole  bank-note  circulation  of  the  present  day. 
Th^  are  all  subject  to  the  law  of  banknipt(7, 
and  their  twenty-four  millions  sterling  of  oa^ 
rency  along  with  them ;  and  five  hundred  oi 
them  have  been  shut  up  and  wound  op  noder 
commisaions  of  bankuptcy  in  the  last  forj 
years;  and  yet  the  Senator  from  Massachnsetts 
informs  ns  that  the  object  of  bankrupt  law 
has  no  relfition  to  correnoy  1 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  all  the  way  to 
England  to  find  bankrupt  laws  having  rdibon 
to  currency.  The  act  passed  in  our  own  oonn- 
try,  about  forty  years  ago,  applied  to  bankers; 
the  bill  brought  into  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tives,  about  fifteen  years  ago,  by  a  gentleman 
then,  and  now,  a  Bepresentetive  from  the  citT 
of  Philadelphia,  (Mr.  Skkobant,)  also  applwa 
to "  bankers ;  and  the  bill  brought  into  this 
Senate,  ten  years  ago,  by  a  Senator  from  Sonth 
Carolina,  not  now  a  member  of  this  body, 
(General  Hathb,)  still  anpUed  to  bankwa 
These  bankers,  of  whom  there  were  many  la 
the  United  SUtes,  and  of  whom  Girard,  m  we 
East,  and  Yeatman  and  Woods,  in  the  nest, 
were  tiie  most  considerable— these  bankers  aU 
issued  paper  money ;  they  all  issued  currency. 
The  act,  tiien,  of  1798,  if  it  had  continned  in 
force,  or  the  two  bills  just  referred  to,  u  tney 
had  become  law,  would  have  operated  upon 
these  bankers  and  their  banks— would  have 
stopped  th«r  issues,  and  put  their  estabusn- 
mente  into  the  hands  of  assignees,  and  oistno- 
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ntod  fheir  effeete  amoag  thdr  oreditora.  This, 
oertainlj,  would  have  been  baving  some  relation 
to  correnof :  so  that,  even  with  onr  limited  e»- 
■ajs  towai^  a  bankmpt  qrstem,  we  have  scaled 
ttie  ontworlu  of  the  banlong  empire ;  we  hare 
laid  hidd  of  bankers,  bat  not  of  banks ;  we  have 
reached  the  bank  of  Oirard,  bnt  not  the  Girard 
bonk ;  we  have  applied  oar  law  to  the  bank  of 
Yeatman  and  Woods,  bnt  not  to  the  rabble  of 
petty  corporations  which  have  not  the  tithe  of 
their  capital  and  credit.  We  hare  gone  as  far 
aa  bankers,  hot  not  as  far  as  banks ;  and  now 
fp.\9  me  a  reason  for  the  difference.  Give  me 
»  reason  why  the  act  of  1798,  the  bill  of  Mr. 
Sbbqkabt,  in  1681,  and  the  bill  of  General 
Hatsi,  in  1837,  shoold  not  indade  banks  as 
-well  as  bankers.  They  both  perform  the  same 
ftmction — ^that  of  issning  piq>er  ourenoy.  They 
both  involve  the  same  n^hief  when  they 
■bop  payment — that  of  afflicting  the  oonntry 
-with  a  oireolation  of  irredettnable  and  depre- 
ciated paper  money.  They  are  both  onlpable 
in  the  same  mode,  and  in  the  same  degree ;  for 
they  are  both  violators  of  their  "  promises  to 
pay."  They  both  exact  a  general  credit  from 
the  eommniiity,  and  they  both  abase  that  credit. 
They  botii  have  creditors,  and  they  both  have 
e£Eiect8 ;  and  these  creditors  have  as  much  right 
to  a  pro  rata  distribation  of  the  effects  in  one 
case  as  in  the  other.  Why,  then,  a  distinction 
in  favor  of  the  bank  ?  Is  it  beoaose  corporate 
bodies  are  superior  to  natural  bodies !  because 
artifioial  beings  are  soperior  to  natural  beings  ? 
or,  rather,  is  it  not  becaose  corporations  are 
anembla^  of  men,  and  assemblages  are  more 
powerful  than  single  men ;  and,  therefore,  these 
corporations,  in  addition  to  all  their  vast  priv- 
ileges, are  also  to  have  the  privilege  of  being 
bankrupt,  and  afflicting  the  country  with  the 
evils  of  bankmptoy,  without  themselves  being 
subjected  to  the  laws  of  bankruptcy  f  Be  this 
as  it  may — be  the  cause  what  it  will — the  decree 
haa  gone  forth  for  the  deciision  of  the  aueetion 
^-for  the  trid  of  the  issue — ^for  the  verdict  and 
jndgment  upon  the  claim  of  the  banks.  They 
have  many  privileges  and  exemptions  now,  and 
they  have  the  benefit  of  all  laws  against  the 
community.  They  pay  no  taxes ;  the  property 
of  the  stookholden  is  not  liable  for  their  debts : 
they  sue  their  debtors,  sell  tiieir  property,  and 
j^nt  their  bodies  in  jaiL  They  hiave  the  priv- 
ilege of  stamping  paper  money;  the  privilege 
of  taking  interest  upon  double,  treble,  and 
quadruple  their  actual  money.  They  put  up 
and  put  down  the  price  of  property,  labor,  and 
produce,  as  they  please.  They  have  the  mo- 
nopoly of  making  the  actual  currency.  They 
ar«  strong  enous^  to  suppress  the  constitutional 
money,  and  to  force  their  own  paper  upon  the 
ennmunity,  and  then  to  redeem  it  or  not  as 
Aey  please.  And  is  it  to  be  tolerated,  that, 
in  addition  to  all  these  {Mivilegee,  and  all  these 
powers,  they  are  to  be  exempted  from  the  law 
of  bankruptcy  t  the  only  law  of  which  they 
are  afraid,  and  the  only  one  which  can  protect 
the  coontxy  againat  thair  iaaolvent  iasaea,  and 


give  a  fair  chance  for  payment  to  the  numerona 
holders  of  their  violated  "  promises  to  pav  I  " 

I  have  discussed,  Mr.  President,  the  right  of 
Congress  to  apply  a  bankrupt  law  to  banking 
corporations ;  I  have  discussed  it  on  the  words 
of  onr  own  constitution,  on  the  practice  of 
England,  and  on  the  geiiend  authority  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  on  each  and  every  ground,  as  I 
fully  believe,  vindicated  our  right  to  pass  the 
law.  The  right  is  clear;  the  expediency  is 
manifest  and  glaring.  Of  all  the  oDjects  npon 
the  earth,  baius  of  circulation  are  the  fittest 
subjects  of  bankmpt  laws.  They  act  in  secret^ 
and  they  exact  a  general  credit.  Nobody 
knows  their  means,  yet  everybody  must  trust 
them.  They  send  tiieir  "  promises  to  pay  "  far 
and  near.  They  posh  them  into  everybody's 
hands ;  they  mtJie  them  small  to  go  into  small 
hands — into,  the  hands  of  the  laborer,  the 
widow,  the  helpless,  the  ignorant.  Suddenly 
the  bflok  stops  payment;  all  these  helpless 
holders  of  their  notes  are  without  pay,  and 
without  remedy.  A  few  on  the  spot  get  a 
littie;  tiiose  at  a  distance  get  nothing.  For 
each  to  sue,  is  a  vexatious  and  a  losing  business. 
The  only  adequate  remedy — the  only  one  that 
promises  any  justice  to  the  body  of  the  com- 
munity, and  the  helpless  holders  of  small  notea 
— is  the  bankmpt  remedy  of  assignees  to  dis- 
tribute the  effects.  This  makes  the  real  effects 
available.  When  a  bank  stops,  it  has  little  or 
no  spede,  but  it  has,  or  ought  to  have,  a  good 
mass  of  solvent  debts.  At  present,  all  uese 
debts  are  unavailable  to  the  community — ^they 
go  to  a  few  large  and  favored  creditors ;  and 
those  who  are  most  in  need  get  nothing.  Bat 
a  stronger  view  remains  to  be  tdcen  of  these 
debts:  the  mass  of  them  are  due  from  the 
owners  and  managers  of  the  banks — from  the 
presidents,  directors,  cashiers,  stockholders, 
attorneys;  and  these  people  do  not  make 
themselves  pay.  They  ao  not  sue  themselveB, 
nor  protest  themselves  They  sue  and  protest 
others,  and  sell  out  their  property,  and  put 
their  bodies  in  Jail ;  but,  as  for  themselves, 
who  are  the  main  debtors,  it  is  another  affair  i 
They  take  their  time,  and  usually  wait  till  the 
notes  are  heavily  depreciated,  and  then  square 
off  with  a  few  cents  in  the  dollar  t  A  com- 
mission of  bankruptcy  is  the  remedy  for  thia 
evil ;  assignees  of  the  effects  of  the  bank,  arei 
the  perBO^B  to  make  these  owners,  and  man- 
agers, and  chief  debtors  to  the  institutions,  pay 
up.  Under  the  bankrupt  law,  every  holder 
of  a  note,  no  matter  how.small  in  amount,  nor 
how  distant  the  holder  may  reside^  on  forward- 
ing the  note  to  assignees,  will  receive  his  rat- 
able proportion  of  the  bank's  effects,  without 
expense,  and  without  trouble  to  himself  It  ia 
a  most  potmt,  a  most  proper,  and  most  consti- 
tutional remedy  aMinst  delinquent  banks.  It 
is  an  equitable  a^  a  brave  remedy.  It  does 
honor  to  the  President  who  recommended  it^ 
and  is  worthy  of  the  successor  of  Jackson. 

Our  constitution  contains  three  most  vital 
p<dkibitioB8,  of  which  the  Federal  Government 
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is  the  gnardian  and  the  gnaranty,  and  which 
are  now  pablicl  j  trodden  under  foot.  No  State 
shall  emit  bills  of  credit ;  no  State  shall  make 
anj  thing  bat  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in 
payment  of  debts ;  no  State  shall  pass  any  law 
fmpuring  the  obligation  of  contracts.  No 
State  ah;ul  do  these  things.  So  says  the  consti- 
tntion  nnder  which  we  live,  and  which  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  protect,  preserve, 
and  defend.  Bat  a  new  power  has  sprang  np 
among  as,  and  has  annulled  the  whole  of  these 
prohipitions.  That  new  power  is  the  oligarchy 
of  banks.  It  has  filled  the  whole  land  with 
bills  of  credit ;  for  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  bank  notes,  not  convertible  into  specie, 
are  bills  of  credit.  It  has  suppressed  the  oon- 
Btitutional  currency,  and  made  depreciated  paper 
money  a  forced  tender  in  payment  of  every 
debt  It  has  violated  all  its  own  contracts,  and 
compelled  all  individuals,  and  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  State  Governments,  to  violate 
theirs,  and  has  obtained  from  sovereign  Btatea 
on  express  sanction,  or  a  silent  acquiescence,  in 
this  double  violation  of  sacred  obligations,  and 
in  this  triple  annulment  of  oonstitational  pro- 
hibitions. It  is  our  duty  to  bring,  or  to  tiy  to 
bring,  this  new  power  under  subordination  to 
the  laws  and  the  Grovemment.  It  is  oar  duty 
to  go  to  the  succor  of  the  constitution — to 
rescue,  if  possible,  these  prohibitions  fh>m 
daily,  and  public,  and  permanent  infraction. 
Hie  application  of  the  bankrupt  law  to  this 
new  power,  is  the  way  to  efibot  this  rescue — 
the  way  to  cause  these  vital  prohibitions  to  be 
respected  and  observed,  and  to  do  it  in  a  way 
to  Nevent  colMons  between  tlie  States  and 
title  JPederal  Government.  The  prohibitions  are 
upon  the  States ;  it  is  they  who  are  not  to  do 
these  things,  and,  of  course,  are  not  to  authorize 
others  to  do  what  they  cannot  do  themselves. 
The  banks  are  their  delegates  in  this  three-fold 
Tiolation  of  the  constitution ;  and,  in  proceed- 
ing against  these  delegates,  we  avoid  collision 
wuh  the  States. 

It  is  sdd  that  bankraptoy  is  a  severe  remedy 
to  apply  to  banks.  It  may  be  answered  that 
it  is  not  more  severe  here  than  in  England, 
where  it  applies  to  all  banks  of  issue  except 
the  Bank  of  England,  and  a  few  others ;  and 
It  is  not  more  severe  to  them  than  it  is  to 
merchants  and  traders,  and  to  bankers  and 
brokers,  and  all  unincorporated  banks.  Person- 
ally, I  was  disposed  to  make  large  aOowanoes 
for  the  conduct  of  the  banks.  Our  own  im- 
providence tempted  fhem  into  an  expansion  ot 
near  forty  millions,  in  1836  and  1886,  by  giving 
them  the  national  domcdn  to  bank  upon;  a 
temptation  which  they  had  not  fortitade  to 
nsisL  and  which  expanded  them  to  near  the 
bursting  point.  Then  they  were  driven  almost 
to  a  choice  of  bankruptcy  between  themselves 
and  their  debtors,  by  the  act  which  required 
near  forty  millions  to  be  cUstribnted  in  masses, 
and  at  brief  intervals,  among  the  States.  Smne 
feiluree  were  inevitable  under  these  drown- 
Btanoesj  and  I  was  ditpoBed  to  make  liberal 


allowances  for  them;  but  there  are  thrse 
things  for  which  the  banks  have  no  excuse,  tad 
which  should  forever  weig^  '^^^''"^  ^^  daios 
to  ftvor  and  confidence.  Inese  things  m, 
first,  the  political  aspect  which  the  general  ras- 
pension  of  payment  was  permitted  to  aasnnN^ 
and  which  it  still  wears ;  secondly,  the  iane 
and  use  of  shin-plasters,  and  rrfkual  topay 
silver-change,  when  there  are  ti^Ay  niilHaiM 
of  spede  in  the  country;  thirdly,  Hie  reAnd, 
by  the  deposit  banks,  to  par  out  the  taioi 
which  had  been  severed  fh>m  the  Treasoiy,  ud 
stood  in  the  names  of  disbarring  ofiioen,  snd 
was  actually  doe  to  those  who  were  perforiiAig 
work  and  labor,  and  rendering  daily  servieM 
to  the  Government.  For  theee  thne  thtagi 
there  is  no  excuse ;  and,  while  memory  retaini 
their  recollection,  there  can  be  no  eonfidsaea 
in  those  who  have  done  them. 

The  Committee  on  the  Jndioiaiy,  to  \rbom 
was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  Presitofi 
recommendation  for  a  bankrupt  law  sguvt 
banking  institotions,  have  deferred  thefar  report, 
and  moved  to  be  discharged.  I  shall  make  ao 
objection  to  the  discharge,  as  legialaticn  on  tUi 
snqject  can  be  delayed,  without  material  preju- 
dice to  any  interest,  until  the  regular  seeaioi. 
I  shall  look  for  a  bill  then,  eiuio'  with  or 
without  the  inclusion  of  other  olasBee;_  snd 
shall  consider  the  decision  upon  that  bill  M 
settling  the  question  of  th»  rights  of  the  peoflt^ 
and  the  supremacy  of  their  Government,  en 
one  hand,  and  of  the  pretensims  of  the  bant^ 
and  their  permanent  supremacy  over  itvt, 
Governments,  constitutions,  and  the  peq^  oo 
tiie  other. 

Mr.  OBirrawmta  replied  to  Mr.  BnraoK,  argjj* 
ing  against  the  constitotionslity  and  policy  of 
the  proposed  partial  banlornpt  law,  »"£'*'' 
menting  on  the  nature  and  causes  of  the  presmt 
distressed  condition  of  the  countiy. 

The  motion  to  discharge  the  ownmlttoe  h«« 
over  one  day.  , 


Fbidat,  October  18. 
J'retident  qf  iJu  SenaUpro  tm. 

The  Vice  Fskideht  having,  at  the  "low  «■ 
yesterday's  sitting,  stated  to  the  Senate  thrtM 
should  not  resume  the  chair  during  the  ftvun 
session 

The  'senate  proceeded  to  the  election,  by  bil- 
lot, of  a  Presiaent  ore  torn.  ,  __,, 

Mr.  Kiso,  of  Alafcma,  having  received  nesV 
all  the  votes  which  were  givMi,  was  deoisrw 
duly  elected  Freddent  of  the  8enatepw«||K, 

Mr.  KiifG,  on  taHng  the  chair,  hrieflyretrnw* 
his  tiianks  to  the  Senate  fbr  tiie  ^wtognanj" 
honor  conferred  upon  him.  K  had  often  <>*» 
his  fortune  to  be  elected  by tiie  voice  M«m 
pe<»le  to  distinguished  offices,  but  2fL*fjZ 
coirferrwd  more  honor,  as  coming  f"^r~L 
vated  a  body.  The  &Tor  of  the  P«»P»  ]2 
often  obtrfned  without  merit,  and  as  f »«"  vT 
without  fcult.    Kot  ao  was  it  with  this  lu«» 
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eridenoe  of  the  approbatkm  of  the  SenatcL  for 
irhioh  he  retnmed  his  tiianka.  It  shoold  be 
his  aim  and  endeavor  to  discharge  the  duties 
imposed  npon  him  in  a  manner  satisfactorj  to 
the  Senate,  and  with  perfect  impartiality  to 
every  Senator. 

Laia  of  Banhruptey. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
nioti<w  of  Mr.  GsuNOT  to  discharge  the  Judi- 
ciary Ocnnmittee  from  the  fmi;her  consideration 
o€  tiiat  part  of  the  President's  Message  relating 
to  a  baiucrapt  law. 

lb.  SoiTTHASD  spoke  with  maoh  earnestness 
against  the  EzeoutiTe  recommendation,  and 
against  the  oonstitntionality  and  expediency  of 
any  bankmpt  law,  except  in  relation  to  mer- 
ehants  and  traders,  and  for  the  ezdasive  purpose 
of  preventing  frand,  and  an  ineqnitaUe  distriba- 
tion  of  the  property  of  bankrupts;  dwelling 
at  times  on  the  present  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, tiie  causes  which  led  to  it,  and  the  pros- 
pective designs  of  the  administration. 

The  question  on  discharging  the  oommittee 
waa  agreed  to. 

Monday,  October  16 
A3j«vmnunt. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Kobvxix,  it  was 
-   Ordered,  ^lat  a  oommittee  from  the  Senate  be 


app(»iited  to  join  a  oommittee  from  the  House  to  ia- 
fonn  the  Preddeat  of  the  United  States  that  the  two 
Houses  had  completed  the  business  before  them,  and 
were  ready  to  acyoam. 

Messrs.  Gbchdy,  Clat  of  Alabama,  and 
NoBYXix,  were  appointed  said  oommittee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KxNT  offered  a  resolution  granting  to  the 
Chaplain  of  the  Senate  the  same  oompMisation 
for  this  extra  session  as  the  House  lutd  voted 
to  its  Chaplain. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  was  ordered  to  inform 
the  House  that  the  Senate,  having  finished  tiie 
business  before  it,  was  now  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  NoBVKUf  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  upon  the  Present  cf  the 
ubited  States,  informed  the  Senate  that  said 
committee,  having  waited  upon  the  PrMident, 
had  been  informed  by  him  that  he  hadano 
fiirther  communication  to  make  the  two  Houses, 
and  that  the  President  wished  the  members, 
individually  and  collectively,  health  and  pros- 
perity. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Mr.  Fbanxlut,  their  clerk, 
that  the  House  was  ready  to  a^onm. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nuxsy  tho 
Senate  a^onined  tint  die. 
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TWENTY-FOTH  CONGRESS.-EXTM  SESSION. 


PBOCEEDINGS  AlH)  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES* 


Monday,  September  4, 1887. 
At  twelve  o'dook,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiyes  was  called  to  order  \sj  Mr.  Fbankuk,  the 
Oerk  of  the  last  Oongreas,  who  read  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  oonvening  the  present  ses- 
sion or  Congress.    He  then  proceeded  to  call 

•  LIST  OF  MEIfBEBS. 

JfoliUL— George  Eruu,  John  Falifield,  TlmoUij  J.  Car- 
tgr,  F.  O.  J.  Bmlth,  Thomu  Daree,  JonaUun  CUley,  Jowpb 
0.  Noyes,  Hugh  J.  AsdenoB. 

jr«u  BampMr*. — Bamnel  Cxuhnuui,  June*  Firrington, 
Obarles  J.  AUierton,  Joseph  Weeki,  Jired  W,  WUlianu. 

jr(U*a<iA««ettfc— Blchud  Fletcher,  Stephen  C.  Fhilllpa, 
Caleb  Cnahlng,  William  Parmenter,  Levi  Unooln,  Oeorge 
Onnnell,  George  N.  Brlggs,  WlUlam  B.  Galhonn,  Nathaniel 
B.  Borden,  John  Q.  Adams,  John  Beed,  William  B.  Has- 
tlnga. 

Shod*  Iiland.—J.  L.  TUlinghaat,  Bobert  B.  Cranston. ' 

Oonntattcul. — Isaac  Toncey,  Samnel  Ttighain  Ellsha  Ha- 
ley, Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  I^nnoelot  Fhelps,.Orln  Holt 

F«rn)«)it.— Hiland  Hall,  William  Blade,  Heman  Allen, 
Isaac  Fletcher,  Horace  Bventt 

JTsto  Fbrib.— Thomas  BL  Jackson,  Ahraham  Tandenreer, 
0.  0.  Gambrelenj;,  £ly  Moore,  Edward  Cnrtis,  Ogden  Hoff- 
man, OoTemsnr  Eemble,  Obadiah  Titos,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
John  C  Brodhead,  Ztdook  Pratt,  Bobert  H'Clelhui,  Henry 
Tall,  Albert  Gallnp,  John  L  Se  OraH;  David  Bnsaell,  John 
Palmer,  James  B.  Bpencer,  John  Edwards,  Aiphaxad  Loo- 
mis,  Henry  A.  Foster,  Abraham  P.  Grant,  Isaac  H.  Branson, 
John  H.  Prentiss,  Amasa  J.  Parker,  John  0.  Clark,  Andrew 
D.  W.  Bmyn,  Hiram  Gray,  William  Taylor,  Bennett  Bick- 
nell,  William  H.  Noble,  Samuel  Birdsall,  Hark  H  Sibley, 
John  T.  Andrews,  Timothy  Childs,  William  Patterson, 
Lather  0.  Peck,  Bicbard  P.  Harrln,  Millard  Fillmore, 
Charles  P.  MitchelL 

^*ui  ./srsey.— John  B.  Aymlgg,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell, 
William  Halsted,  Joseph  F.  Bandolph,  Charies  C.  Btratton, 
Thomas  Jones  Toika.  a 

iViMuyteaiUa,— Lemoel  Painter,  John  Sergeant,  George 
W.  Toland,  Charles  Naylor,  Eward  Davies,  l>aTld  Potts,  Jr., 
Sdwaid  Ssrllngton,  Jacob  Fry,  jc,  Matthias  Morris,  David 


the  names  of  the  members  fivm  a  roll  made  up 
hj  himself  in  the  nsnal  manner. 

Election  of  Speaker. 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  election  of  t 
Speaker.     Messes.    Hamtcb,   Mo£e>'ka5,  and 


D.  Wsgener,  Edward  B.  Hnbley,  Heniy  A.  IfnMealMt( 
Lnther  Belly,  Henry  Logan,  Dan.  BhelTer,  Chsrles  irOei^ 
William  W.  PotUr,  David  Petrlkin,  Bobert  H.  Hsmsnol, 
Samnel  W.  Morris,  Chsrles  Ogle,  John  Kliaguismia,  As- 
drew  Buchanan,  T.  M.  T.  McEennon,  Blchaid  Biddla,  Tm. 
Beatty,  Thomas  Henry,  Arnold  Flnmer, 

i>ei(noars.— John  J.  Mflllgsn 

JTaryloiui.— John  Dennis,  James  A.  Fssree,  J.  T.  H. 
Worthington,  Benjamin  C.  Howard,  Isaac  VcKin,  WsL  a 
Johnson,  Fraads  Thomas,  Daniel  Jenlbr. 

T^fVinio.— Henry  A.  Wise,  Frands  MaUory,  JohaBohMt. 

son,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  John  Taliaferro,  B.  U.  T.  Bant«, 
James  Garland,  Francis  E.  Blvea,  Walter  Coles,  Oeorge  U 
Dromgoole,  James  W.  Bouldin,  John  M.  Psttos,  Jamei  TL 
Msson,  Issac  B.  Pennybacker,  Andrew  Bdnw,  ArdilbaU 
Stuart,  John  W.  Jones,  Bobert  Crsig,  Geoiga  ▼.  BopUta, 
Joseph  Johnson,  William  S.  Morgan. 

NarO,  CbroHMk— Jesse  A.  Bynoia,  Edwad  D.  Madef, 
Charles  Bhepard,  James  McKay,  M.  T.  HawUBS,  Ednasd 
Deberry,  Wm.  Montgomery,  Aug.  H.  Sbeppeid,  AinbsB 
Bencher,  Henry  Conner,  Jamea  Graham,  Lewis  WBlisB* 
Samnel  T.  Sawyer. 

South  OarMna.—n.  8.  Legare,  Waddy  Thompsoa,  Joto 
K.  Grlffln,  E.  BamweU  Bhett,  Frmnds  W.  Pk*«as,  T.  K. 
Clowney.F.  H.  Elmore,  John  Campbell,  John  F.Bltta* 
son. 

ff«o»vio.— Thomas  Glascock,  J.  F.  CMvelsnd,  SisHS 
Grantland,  Charles  E.  Haynes,  H<^klnB  Holsey,  Jihei  Js4- 
son,  Oeorge  W.  Owens,  George  W.  B.  Townea,  W.  &  !>*»• 
son. 

Jflssisslppi—John  F.  H  CUlbonie,  S.  J.  Ohoboo. 

Xsnteety.— John  L.  Mnrray,  Edward  Bnmssy,  i.  B.  Oa- 
derwood,  Sherrod  Williams,  James  Harlan,  J<An  CsDhx* 
John  Pope,  Wm.  J.  Graves,  John  WWt»,  Bichard  Haw* 
B.  A.  MeniAe,  John  Chambers,  W.  W.  Bontligata. 

JtaMiesse*.— Wm.  &  Carter,  A.  McOsllan,  Jos.  L.  Wil- 
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IhatA  of  Mr.  »amdefrr. 


[H.  or  K. 


J011B8,  of  Tirginia,  were  appointed  tellers ;  and 
reported  the  result  as  foDoirg : 

Total  nnmber  of  votes  224 ;  neoessarT'  to  a 

dioioe 118 

For  James  K  Polk  •       -       -       -  116 

JohnBeU         ....  108 

Scattering       .....  5 

80  Jaxeb  E.  Polk  was  declared  to  have  been 
dnly  elected  Speaker.  He  was  oondnoted  to 
the  chair  by  Messrs.  IuLwub  and  Owkks,  when 
he  made  a  brief  address  of  thanks,  and  was 
then  sworn  in  by  Mr.  Lewis  Wuuuis,  the 
senior  member  of  the  House. 

The  Hoose  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
Clerk,  when  Wai,t>b  S.  Frankuh  received 
146  votes,  SxirnsL  Shooic  of  Pennsylvania, 
48,  and  16  votes  were  cast  for  other  persons. 

80  WA.I.TSB  S.  Fbankun  was  decuu^  duly 
chosen  Clerk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wiujams,  of  Korth  Caro- 
lina, Messrs.  Cask  and  Hvhtkr  were  appointed 
doorkeepers  to  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OomroB,  Roderick  Dorsey 
WIS  i9p<^ted  sergeant-at-amis. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gablard,  of  Yirgtnia,  a 
committee  of  three  was  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  House  to  Join  the  comgaittee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
Umted  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  qnomm 
of  the  two  Houses  was  assembled,  and  that 
Congress  was  ready  to  receive  any  oonunnnica- 
tion  he  may  be  pleased  to  make. 


TuxBDAT,  September  5. 

Mr.  Oablakd  of  Yirghiia,  from  the  Select 
Joint  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  were  organ- 
ized, reported  that  they  had  performed  that 
duty,  and  that  the  President  would  transmit  a 
UesNwe  to  them  in  writing  that  day  at  12 
o'clock. 

A  Message  in  writing  was  received  from  the 
Pteadent  of  the  United  States  by  the  hands 
of  Ms  private  secretary,  Abraham  Van  Bnren, 
£sq.    (See  Senate  proceedings.) 

PriTUer  to  fhtEoute. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia,  the 
House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  printer  to 
the  House. 

On  the  twelfth  ballot  Thomas  Allen  was 
elected. 


Hun,  E.  I.  Tomer,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  John  Bell,  A. 
P.  Hiary,  James  K.  Folk,  Eben.  J.  Shields,  Biohard  Chest- 
hun,  John  W.  Crockett,  Christopher  H.  WUlUm^  William 
Stan*. 

OMa.— Alex.  Dnncan,  Taylor  Webater,  Patrick  O.  Goods, 
TboBaa  Corwin,  Thomas  L.  Earner,  CalTary  Uorrla,  Wm. 
Kej  Bond,  J.  Btdgray,  John  Chaney,  Sampson  Mason, 
J.  Alexander,  Jr.,  Alei.  Harper,  D.  P.  Lesdbetter,  Wm.  H 
Buter,  John  W.  Allen,  Ellaha  Whittlesey,  Andrew  iMmb, 
lbUdss8hlpI(r,DKi>tel  KUgore. 


Fbioat,  September  8. 
DtaOnif  Mr.  atand^.   ■ 

Mr.  Bill  announced  to  the  House  the  death 
of  his  late  colleague,  the  Hon.  Jambs  Stab- 
DXPKB,  in  the  foUowing  terms: 

Mr.  Speaker :  The  melancholy  duty  has  been 
assignedf  me,  by  my  coUeagues,  of  announcing 
to  the  House  the  death  of  one  of  our  mem* 
bers. 

Jakbs  Staudbixb,  while  on  his  journey  to 
this  place,  in  order  to  enter  upon  his  duties  as 
a  member  of  this  House,  was,  on  the  20th  vi 
last  month,  suddenly  arrested  by  the  hand  of 
the  Great  Destroyer  of  human  existence.  Br 
this  unexpected  event,  the  country  is  deprived 
at  a  period  of  more  than  common  interest  and 
difficulty,  of  the  services  of  a  most  devoted  and 
patriotic  public  servant,  and  this  House  of  an 
honest  ana  worthy  member.  My  late  colleague 
was  remarkable  for  an  equanimity  of  temper, 
and  a  kindness  of  feeling,  oombhied  witn  % 
Justness  of  perception  in  all  the  concerns  of 
life,  at  least  of  ordinary  occurrence,  whidi. 
without  the  advantages  of  early  culture,  ot  of 
books,  at  any  time,  procured  for  him  throogh. 
out  a  life  which  was  not  short,  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  numerous  friends,  and  raised  him  to 
the  rank  of  a  useAil  and  meritorious  citizen. 
The  same  qualities  of  heart  and  mind,  aided  by 
a  reputation  for  honesty  which  he  nobly  earn, 
ed,  and  continued  to  maintiun  by  the  most 
scrupulous  regard  for  truth  and  Justice  in  all 
his  transactions,  public  and  private,  caused  Um 
to  be  repeatedly  chosen  to  the  Legidatore  of 
his  own  State ;  of  which  body  he  was  a  useflil 
and  respected  member.  He  was,  for  many 
years,  a  member  of  this,  and  I  am  sure  that 
his  quiet  and  unobtrusive  manners — ^his  punc- 
tual discharge  of  all  the  duties  assigned  him, 
in  the  orgtmization  of  the  House,  must  have 
secured  the  respect  of  his  associates.  To  these 
evidences  of  his  worth,  I  might  add,  that  in  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  he  approved  him- 
self an  intrepid  soldier.  He  was,  above  most 
men  I  have  known,  who  have  risen  in  any  de- 
gree into  public  view,  under  similar  cironm- 
stances,  free  from  the  pride  and  vanity  of  mere 
station ;  never  anxious  to  ^pear  what  he  was 
not ;  content  to  be  classed  with  the  useful  and 
faithfbl,  he  made  no  pretensions;  had  no  as- 
pirations beyond  his  re«l  deserts.  If^  therefore, 
my  lamented  colleague  cannot  be  said  to  have 
possessed  any  of  those  shining  endowments 
which  are  required  to  make  a  figure  in  this 


XouMoiKi.— Henry  Johnson,  Eleazar  W.  Blpley,  Blee 
Oarland. 

Indiana.— 'StiOS  Boon,  John  Ewlng,  William  Onham, 
Geo.  H.  Dmin,  Jas.  Baiiden,  Wm.  Herrod,  Albert  S.  White. 

jainoU.—A.  W.  Snyder,  Zadook  Casey,  William  L.  Hay. 

AJabama.—1>txon  H.  Bewls,  Pranels  8.  Lym,  Benbeo 
Ch^nnsn,  Joab  lawler,  Jeshna  L.  Martin. 

JRssohK— Albert  e.  Hairiaon,  J<An  MUler. 

.irfanMos.— ArdiflMld  TelL 

J(MM0«Mk— Ihm  X.  Orvy. 
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House,  which  strike  our  fancy,  or  oonunand  onr 
admiration,  he  might  still  Justly  lay  olaim  to 
other  and  homhler  attribates,  which,  upon  the 
whole,  constitute  a  character  of  solid  metit,  and 
often  one  of  more  enduring  fame ;  and  that  the 
due  and  usual  tribute  of  respect  be  pud  to  his 
memory,  by  this  House,  I  move  yon,  sir,  the 
resolution  whicb  I  hold  in  my  hand: 

Jlttolved,  That  as  a  testimony  of  req)ect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  the  members  of  this  House 
will  go  into  mouming  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolntion  was  nnanhnonsly  adopted. 
Ifr.  Bell  then  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 
And  it  a4]oamed  aocordingly. 


MoHDAY,  September  11. 
Payment  of  Speei«  to  Meniben  of  Congrei». 

The  resolution  offered  on  Thursday  last  by 
Mr.  BiDDLs,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  lying  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  haying  been  again  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  Beiolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  IVeasnry  re- 
port to  this  Hooae  whether  a  letter,  purporting  to  be 
addressed  by  him  to  the  Cleric  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
leeentatiTes,  offering  payment  in  specie  to  memb^ 
of  Congress,  is  antfaientic ;  if  so,  to  what  other  claim- 
ants on  the  Treasury  a  similar  offer  lias  been  made, 
and  what  prindple  of  discrimination,  if  any,  has  been 
adopted  in  the  medium  of  payment  to  the  public 
CKOitorB." 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bbll,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  following 
resolution;  which  lies  for  connderatian  one 
day: 

Re»olrnd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
Erected,  with  as  Httle  delay  as  possiUe,  to  eommnni- 
cate  to  this  House  the  amount  of  the  a^ipropriations 
of  the  past  and  present  year  remaining  naezpended : 
Uie  amount  required  to  fulfil  all  existing  engagements 
contracted  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  June  last,  and  all 
existing  engagements  contracted  since  that  time. 
Also,  the  amount  of  isumen  drawn  fiom  the  Treas- 
nty  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  didrarsing  officers  or 
agents  on  the  Ist  day  of  May  last,  and  at  the  present 
tima  And  that  he  also  report  what  objects  of  public 
expenditure  can,  with  the  least  injury  to  the  public 
service,  be  either  ^oUy  dispensed  with  during  the 
ptesent  year,  or  have  any  mMtoial  reduction. 

Bitferenee  of  the  Uettage  and  Seport. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oahbbblbno,  the  Message 
of  the  President  to  Congress  was  then  taken 
np,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and  the  Hoose  went 
thereon  into  committee,  Mr.  J.  Q.  .Aj>ams  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  CAMBBKT.KNa  introdnced  two  resolutions, 
as  follows : 

1.  Retolved,  That  so  aaoh  of  die  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

2.  Ruohtd,  That  so  much  of  As  Pteaimgt  Mes- 


sage as  relates  to  a  bankrupt  law,  be  r«£eoed  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  resolutions  were  sev«^y  agreed  to; 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  them  to  the 
House,  and  they  were  oononrred  in. 

Mr.  OAKBEEi.Eira  submitted  the  fdloiriiig 
resolntion,  which  was  agreed  to : 

Jittolvtd,  That  so  much  of  the  report  of  tli«  Seat- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  state  of  the  fliUDcn, « 
relates  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  be  ntami  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ;  and  tint  n 
much  of  said  report  as  relates  to  a  bankrupt  law  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Butinest  for  the  Seetion. 
Mr.  F.  0.  J.  Smith,  of  Miune,  sud  that  b« 
wished  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  Hoase  it 
to  what  was  to  be  the  business  of  the  aeasioti 
before  it ;  and  asked  leave  to  introduce  «  nto- 
lution.  Iioave  was  given,  and  the  foUowiag 
resolntion  was  introduced : 


"  Setohed,  That  the  action  of  the  several  i 
committees  of  tliis  House,  on  all  raatten  not  a» 
braced  by  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Hailed 
States  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  commmintti 
on  ttie  second  day  of  the  current  session,  be  m- 
pended  until  the  commencement  of  the  aninul  M- 
aion  of  Congress  in  December  next,  and  that  the 
conmderation  of  all^ietitions  on  such  snqieoded  net- 
ters  tie  also  postponed  to  the  period  above  qied&d. 

Mr.  ■WiLUAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
postpone  the  resolution  until  Wednesday. 

[After  a  debate,  hi  which  Messrs.  Smitfa,  Whir 
tlesey.  Bell,  Cambreleng,  and  Wise,  took  a  part,] 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  '^*<'**^__,, 
Mr.  Gaklasi^  <rf  Virginia,  moved  to  rescind 
the  resolution,  by  inserdng  "  with  the  excep- 
tion <rf  private  bnsiness."  There  was  ao  rej 
son,  he  said,  why  the  private  bills  which  had 
been  hanging  here  for  years,  sboidd  not  be  a«t> 
ed  on,  in  tiie  intervals  of  time,  wh«i  the  Howe 
was  not  otherwise  employed.  The  aniendm«» 
was  lost 
The  original  resolntion  was  agreed  to. 


TuKBDAT,  September  18. 
Fourth  InttaimentBUl. 

Mr.  OAXBRELBNa,  on  leave,  from  the  Can- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  the  foDow- 
ingbill: 

A  bill  to  postjxme  the  fourth  instabneDt  of  dqieA 
with  the  States. 

Se  it  enacted  by  the  SenaU  and  BouH  of  Jur»- 
tetUativee  of  the  United  State*  of  AnuneamV<0r 
grett  auembled.  That  the  transfer  of  the  '0°™  * 
stahnent  of  the  deposits  directed  to  be  ™* 'T 
the  States  under  the  thuteenth  section  of  »««* 
of  June  28,  1886,  be,  and  the  same  is  n««J. 
postponed  until  further  provision  by  law. 

Mr.  OAMBSKuesQ  would  merely  mention  W 
the  information  of  the  House,  that  that  was  tM 
only  bill  the  committee  could  agree  upon  at  tB» 
morning's  sesnon.    There  woid,  probsW, "« 
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nt  (TMtaif  AMm,  Kiwim,  and  Ttoot. 


[H.o»B. 


two  other  bills  reqniring  the  nuMt  Tirgent  action 
of  the  House  to-morrow  morning. 

The  above  bill  was  referred  to  a  Oomnuttee 
ci  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Hhetion  of  Chaplain. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Oabiand, 
of  Virginia,  went  into  the  election  of  a  Ohap- 
lain. 

On  the  second  ballot,  Rer.  Mr.  Tnston  re- 
ceived 136  votes,  which  being  a  majority  of 
the  whole,  he  was  declared  doljr  elected  Ohiq>- 
lain  to  the  House. 


WxDNRBDAT,  September  18. 
Order  of  Butineu. 

The  Spbakeb  stated  that,  having  considered 
the  extent  of  -  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Honse  on  Monday,  touching  the  course  of  its 
business,  and  compared  it  with  the  16th  rule 
of  order,  which  requires  the  calling  for  peti- 
tions, he  had  been  constrained  to  come  to  the 
eondosion  that  it  was  his  duty,  under  that  rule, 
to  call  the  House,  by  States,  for  petitions ;  but 
that,  if  any  should  be  presented  which  had  no 
immediate  relation  to  the  special  subjects  re- 
commended in  the  President's  Message  to  the 
attention  of  Congress,  at  its  present  SMsion,  the 
House  could  enter  into  no  action  concerning 
them,  bat  that  they  must,  as  of  course,  lie  on 
the  table  until  the  period  of  the  regular  session 
on  the  first  Monday  of  December  next. 

Under  this  decision,  the  States  were  there- 
upon called  on  for  petitions,  and  a  very  few 
wen  presented,  which  had  no  reference  to  the 
oiirren<7 ;  while  a  number  were  oflEered  whidi 
did  relMe  to  that  subjeot,  and  tiie  prayer  of 
which  was  either  in  Cavor  ot,  or  adverae  to,  the 
establishment  of  a  national  bank ;  and  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means;  several  of  them  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Propoied  Itrue  of  Treamry  Kotet. 

Mr.  CilMBRSLENa,  from  the  Committee  of 
"Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

ITie  United  Statet^  Meaieo,  and  Texcu. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Adams,  was  read,  viz : 

Jietolved,  That  the  Presidetit  of  the  TTnited  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  Honse,  so  far  as 
may  be  consistent  \rith  the  public  interest,  all  the 
eorreapondenoe  between  the  Govenunent  of  the 
'TTnitea  States  and  that  of  Mexico,  oonceming  the 
boimdary  between  them,  and  particalarly  concerning 
any  proposition  for  a  cession  of  territory  belonging 
to  the  Kezican  confederation  to  the  United  States ; 
and  also  all  correspondence  relating  thereto  between 
the  Department  of  State  and  the  difMomatic  repreeent- 
atina  of  the  United  States  hi  Mesloo,  and  <tf  the 


said  Department  with  those  of  the  Mezican  Republic, 
accredited  to  the  QoTemment  of  tlie  Uaited  StatcsL 

Mr.  Adamb  observed  that,  as  this  was  merely 
a  call  for  information,  if  no  opposition  should 
be  made  to  its  adoption,  he  should  content  him- 
self with  simply  asking  a  vote  of  the  House 
upon  it,  without  accompanying  it  with  any  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  HowABD  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations)  said  that,  if  the  gentleman 
fram  Massachusetts  wished  for  this  correspond- 
ence merely  that  it  might  be  printed  and  thrown 
before  the  Honse  and  the  oonntry,  he  should 
make  no  opposition  to  the  call ;  but  if  it  was 
his  intention  to  move  for  its  reference  to  a 
committee,  in  vicdation  at  the  plan  which  had 
been  chalked  out  by  the  House  for  the  ooum 
of  its  business  at  the  present  session,  he  dioold 
certainly  oppose  the  aidoption  of  the  resolnticxL. 
In  the  meanwhile,  he  hoped  to  be  permitted 
to  add  a  word  or  two  in  reference  to  tiie  first 
of  the  resolutions.  He  would  suggest  whether 
the  House,  by  merely  passing  a  silent  vote 
adopting  the  resolution,  might  not  find  itself  to 
have  established  a  precedent  which  migfat 
hereafter  prove  very  inconvenient.  He  did  not 
exactly  comprehend  what  the  object  at  the 
honorable  geiitleman  oonld  be  in  gdng  back  to 
the  old  qneation  of  onr  Mezican  konndaryj  now 
that  an  ijitermediate  province  had  been  mter- 
posed  between  us  and  Mexico.  ISo  doubt  Ibe 
gentleman  had  good  reasons,  which  would  ap- 
pear in  due  time. 

Mr.  AsAMB  said  it  was  not  his  intoition  to 
bring  the  subject  of  our  relations  with  Mexico 
into  discussion  at  this  time ;  but  merely  to  ob- 
tain the  infbrmation  called  for  in  the  resolution, 
and  have  it  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Houae  and 
of  the  nation. 

The  resolution  was,  without  debate,  agreed 
to. 

The  following  resolution,  also  moved  yester- 
day by  Mr.  Adahs,  was  read^  viz: 

Jtttolvtd,  That  the  Premdent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  oommunicete  to  tiiis  House  wlietber 
any  proposition  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  the 
Bepolilio  of  Texas  to  the  GoTemment  of  the  United 
States  for  the  annexation  Of  the  said  Kepublic  of 
Texas  to  this  Union,  and  if  such  proposition  has 
been  made,  wliat  answer  has  been  returned,  and  all 
correspondence  which  lus  taken  place  relating  there- 
to. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
resolution ;  his  reason  was  that  he  was  in  pos- 
session of  information  from  a  high  source,  and 
on  which  he  could  explicitly,  positively  relv, 
that  the  correspondence  referred  to  was  not  in 
a  condition  to  be  made  public,  and  that  it  might 
be  injurious  to  the  pubuo  interest  should  it  now 
be  disclosed. 

Mr.  Hayhxs  suggested  to  the  mover  to  modify 
his  resolution  by  the  annexation  of  the  ordinary 
qualifying  clause,  "  if  the  communication  of  the 
same  shiul,  in  his  opinion,  be  oonsiateut  with 
the  poblio  interest." 
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Mr.  Hatnis'  ameodment  prevuled,  and  the 
iMolntion  thus  unended,  wai  ad(q>tod. 


Teubsdat,  September  14. 
EcUntion  of  Merdumtf  Bond*. 

Ifr.  Oambbklkko,  ieom  the  Oommittee  of 
Wajrs  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a 
Airther  postponement  of  the  payment  of  doty 
bonds  and  for  other  purposes. 

RefiuTed  to  the  Oommittee  of  'W^ajs  and 
Means. 


Fbidat,  September  16. 

Mr.  Lnroour  snd  that  he  had  been  charged 
with  the  care  and  presentation  of  nnmeroos 
memorials,  sabsoribed  by  more  than  three 
tiionsand  of  his  immediate  oonstitnents,  remon- 
strating in  the  most  earnest  manner  against 
ttie  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States, 
and  more  eq>eoia]l7  ag^nst  the  admission  of 
that  country  into  the  Federal  Union.  After 
the  reeolntion  adoped  by  the  Honso,  which  re- 
stricted the  action  of  the  session  to  the  snbjects 
embraced  in  the  Preddent's  Message,  he  had 
bitended  to  have  retained  these  memorials  in 
Us  possession,  nntil  the  occasion  offered  for  the 
eon«deration-of  the  sabject  to  which  they  re- 
late. Bnt  the  extraorduiary  debate  to  which 
the  proposition  of  his  honorable  colleagne  (the 
resolotion  of  Mr.  Adams,  asking  informa- 
tion from  tiie  President)  had  sabseqoently 
given  rise,  made  it  his  dnty,  as  he  deemed,  to 
present  without  farther  delay,  these  expres- 
rions  or  the  sentiments  of  his  constituents.  In 
moving,  as  he  should  be  constrained  to  do,  un- 
der the  resolution  of  the  House,  that  the  me- 
morials be  laid  upon  tiie  table,  he  begged  leave 
to  give  notice  that  he  should  call  them  up  for 
oonnderation  whenever  any  proportion  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Uniteid  States  should 
engage  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Lincoln  then  presented  sundry  other  pe- 
titions, remonstrating  against  .the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  which  were  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  same  course  was  taken  with  a  large 
number  more,  of  a  similar  tenor,  presented  by 
Mr.  Bsieos,  Mr.  Evbexit,  and  otJier  gentiemen 
frwn  the  Western  as  well  aa  the  Eastern  States. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  a  memorial  praying 
for  retrenchment  and  reform,  (a  laugh.)  He 
said  he  had  been  aware  that  these  woras  would 
occasion  only  a  universal  shout  of  laughter  in 
the  House,  bnt  he  had  held  it  to  be  his  dnty  to 
present  the  memorial,  because  it  contained  one 
suggestion,  that  the  Honse  shonld  reduce  the 
pay  of  its  members  from  $8  to  $4  per  diem. 
He  ooTiId  not  reconcile  it  to  his  conscience  to 
withhold  such  a  petition  from  the  House  a 
dngle  day  longer.    (A  laugh.) 

Eegulation  of  Chtemment  Seeektn. 
Mr.  Oambbelbno,  from  the  Oonmiittee  of 
Wiqrs  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  Impoang  addi- 


tional duties  as  depositories,  in  certain  cues,  on 
public  ofiSoers. 

The  bill  referred  to  the  Oommittee  of  tht 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Oambxkudio,  from  ibe  same  committee, 
reported  fnrtlier  a  bill  "  adjusting  the  rerniin- 
ing  d^s  on  the  late  deposit  banks,"  niiik 
received  the  same  reference  and  order. 

Fublie  Bxfenditwrt*. 

The  Sfkakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  can- 
munication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  TresBurj, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Hoose 
of  the  11th  instant,  calling  upon  him  to  report 
the  amount  of  appropriations  of  the  past  nd 
present  years  renuuning  unexpended;  tht 
amount  required  to  fulfil  existing  enmgementi, 
contracted  prior  to  the  first  day  of  June  liat; 
the  existing  engagements  since  that  time;  tk 
amount  of  money  drawn  from  the  Tnuwj, 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  disbuising  of&m 
since  the  first  day  of  May  last;  and  whatob- 
jects  of  public  emenditnre  can,  with  the  laS 
injury  to  the  pubhc  service,  be  ^spensed  »itL 

The  communication  was/w  fdlovt : 
Tbxascbt  DxrAimm', 

Smtemher  U,  I8K. 

Sir  :  This  report  is  submitted  ta  conipli«ic«»i" 
the  following  resolution,  passed  on  the  lltb  iutiBl: 

"  JZcmjmS,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treewrj* 
directed,  with  is  little  delay  as  possible,  to  commm- 
cate  to  tliis  House  the  amount  of  the  ^proprisMS 
of  the  past  and  present  years  remaining  uneipeiaeii; 
the  amount  require)!  to  fulfil  all  existing  engigana* 
contracted  prior  to  the  first  day  of  June  l«st,  amiiu 
existing  engagements  contracts  rince  that  toe;  j™ 
the  amount  of  money  drawn  from  the  TreewT"" 
placed  in  the  hands  of  disbarring  offloera  or  tf^ 
on  the  fliBt  day  of  May  last  and  at  the  present  tme; 
and  that  he  also  repoK  what  olgeets  of  pabw"- 
penditure  can,  with  tiie  least  injuir  to  the  pohhc* 
vice,  be  either  wholly  aspensed  with  dorag  » 
preset  year,  or  bear  any  material  reduction. 

The  tabular  statement  annexed  shows,  u  o»''J 
"  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  of  the  put  »> 
present  years  remaining  unexpended"  to  be  pi,''i'>' 
289  87.  (A.)  .  . 

In  reply  to  the  faiqtuCT  as  to  "the  »™«?«^ 
money  drawn  firom  the  Treasury,  and  plx**^"; 
hands  of  disburaing  officeis  or  agents  on  the  iro  *; 
of  May  last,  and  at  the  present  time,"  I  ^""^ 
that  at  the  former  period  it  appears  to  »« •*? 
$6,364,088  98,  and  at  the  latter  $8,(H»,5407«J' 
may  be  useful  to  add  that  both  sums  are  n>™*"5° 
than  they  would  otherwise  be,  in  consequrace  on» 
nnusoal  amount  of  deposits  by  oCScers  of  the  nuH 

In  relation  to  "  what  objects  of  pubUc  expewB™ 
can,  with  the  least  injury  to  the  poWio  »«f™^ 
either  wholly  di^)ensed  with  during  the  P''^'^^ 
of  bear  any  material  reduction,"  I  """"''.  f*^ 
that  a  minute  and  critical  examinatioD  on  this  po^ 
was  tastituted  in  May  last  by  thU  Department.  J" 
result  of  it  was,  that  enough  of  it  could  and  v^w 
be  postponed  till  next  year,  to  amount  to  «»" 
$16,000,000.  .      _., 

Consequently,  the  expenditure^  during  the  pw^ 
year  were  estimated  m  my  recent  report  "V™  r" 
basis,  after  every  delay  of  them  wliidi  *« JX,  rf 
terest  may  pemit.    It  is  therefore  expects  ""^  " 
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the  outstanding  tfpropiit&mB  now  exceeding  $24,- 
000,000,  not  much  orer  $9,000,000  wOI  necenarily 
be  required  to  be  expended  during  tlie  residue  of.tlie 
yen. 

Binoe  the  resolution  paamd,  Anther  inquiries  on 
Ala  point  were  instituted  in  connection  with  the 
other  departments  of  the  Qorenunent;  but  the  re- 
aoU  lias  not  been  easentiallj  varied  from  tliat  to  wliicb 
the  Department  airiTed  last  spring.  The  particular 
beads  of  appropriations,  that  it  is  supposed  need  not, 
and  will  not,  be  expended  in  full  during  the  jear, 
and  the  amounts  under  each,  are  very  numerous  and 
diflknlt  to  be  prepared,  but  if  desired  will  be  sub- 
aoitted  hereafter  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

The  only  remaining  inquiry  is  "  the'  amount  re- 
qiured  to  nilfil  all  existing  engagements  contracted 
prior  to  tiie  first  day  of  June  u^  and  all  existing 
engagements  contracted  since  that  time." 

Eadi  Department  has  been  requested  to  fbraish  a 
statement  of  this  subject  as  early  as  it  can  be  com- 
pleted. But  some  delay  being  nnaToidable,  it  has, 
ID  tfie  mean  time,  been  deoned  advisable  to  submit 
kamadiately  the  aaswer  t«  the  other  portions  of  the 
rwdation. 

Those  statements  will  be  made  as  comprehensive 
•■  possible,  but  can,  of  course,  relate  to  only  a  small 
part  of  the  whole  appropriations  of  Congress,  which  it 
haa  bem,  and  will  be,  necessary  to  expend  duimg 
the  year.  All  salaries  of  Judicial,  Executive,  or 
other  officers ;  the  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse  ; 
tbe  pay  and  subsistence  in  both  the  army  and  navy ; 
all  pensions ;  all  Indian  annuities ;  all  private  bills 
which  have  passed ;  many  miscellaneous  appropria- 
tions, with  several  other  items,  stand  independent  ot 
any  special  engagements  or  contracts  mM«  by  any 
public  offleer,  and  cannot,  therefore,  enter  into  tms 
eompntaiion.    Bespectfolly,  yours, 

livi  WOODBURY, 
Sterttaryof  tie  Tnaniiy. 

'Bod.  3.  K.  Fouc,  8pe4iker  H.  R. 


TiiKSDit.T,  September  19. 

Kr.  AsAiu  asked  leaye  to  offer  the  foUoving 
resolution,  which  was  yesterday  ruled  ont  of 
(Nrder  by  the  Ohur : 

Jietolved,  That  the  power  of  annexing  the  people 
of  any  independent  foreign  State  to  this  Union,  is  a 
power  not  delegated  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  their  Congress,  or  to  any  Department 
of  their  Qovemment,  but  reserved  to  the  people. 

Mr.  'Haiob  objecting, 

Mr.  Adams  moved  that  the  mlee  be  mupended 
fi>r  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  introdiioe 
the  resolntion :  bat  the  motion  waa  negatived. 

The  States  being  then  again  called  in  order 
for  the  offering  of  resolntions,  and  Massachn- 
setts  having  been  called,  Mr.  Adams  ag<un 
offered  tbe  same  resolution,  and  moved  that  it 
lie  on  ihe  table ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Tie  Uorida  War. 

lb.  WisK  offered  the  foIlowiDg  resolution : 

Jietobti,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed, 
\ij  ballot,  to  inqoire  into  the  caoses  of  the  extraordi- 
aaiy  delavs  and  fiulores,  and  the  enormous  expendi- 
tures, wudt  have  attended  the  prosecution  of  the 
WW  against  the  Indians  in  Ilorida;  that  said  oom- 


mittee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  p^Mia, 
and  that  it  have  power  to  ait  in  the  recess,  and  that 
it  make  report  at  the  next  aesmon  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Oambrilkno  inquired  why  it  was  pro- 
posed that  the  committee  should  nt  during  the 
recess? 

Mr.  Wisa  said  that  the  reason  most  be  ob- 
vious. The  committee  oonld  not  even  com- 
mence its  labors  before  then;  and  there  was 
little  use  in  raising  tlie  committee,  if  its  labors 
were  to  be  confined  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress.  It  was  most  ex- 
traordinary that  two  major-generals  employed 
in  this  war  had  been  successively  amugned  and 
tried  by  courts^nartial,  while  the  only  suooess- 
M  commander.  General  Olineh,  when  called  as 
a  witness  in  the  trial,  should  have  testified  ^at 
nO  commanding  general  or  subordinate  ofBcer 
was  blame-worthy  for  the  failore  of  tbe  cam* 
paigns,  but  that  uie  blame  lay  at  the  door  of 
the  War  Department.  In  reply,  the  world  had 
seen  a  labored  defence  from  the  late  Secretary 
of  War,  General  Oass ;  it  saw  tbe  war  stiU  rac- 
ing ;  and  it  was  but  yesterday  that,  in  the  midat 
of  the  general  distress  of  the  country,  with  a 
bankrupt  Treasury,  (bankmpt  with  a  surplus 
of  means !)  the  churman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  called  for  more  than  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars  to  proseciite  this 
ill-starred  contest  Sitting  in  that  House,  as  a 
representative  of  the  people,  while  he  never 
would  hesitate  in  voting  any  necessary  appro- 
priation  which  was  asked  for,  and  would  not 
stop  to  inquire  how  former  appropriations  had 
been  expended,  or  how  the  sum  asked  for  was 
to  be  applied,  he  felt  it  his  dnty,  partionlarl^  'at 
snch  a  tmie  as  this,  to  inquire  how  the  milhons 
already  given,  and  given  on  the  mere  request 
of  the  cnairman  of  a  committee,  without  even 
a  statementof  the  Department  to  back  it,  with- 
out an  estimate,  and  without  a  report,  had  been 
spent,  or  rather  wasted. 

It  was  now  universally  admitted  he  believed, 
that  in  this  branch  of  the  public  ooncems  there 
had  been  mal-administration :  that  great  errors 
had  been  committed.  Was  it  not  worth  inquiry 
how  the  public  money,  so  lavishly  and  hastily 
appropriated,  had  been  expended  ?  and  was  it 
not  time  that  some  steps  should  be  taken  to  put 
an  end  to  a  war  so  disgraoefol  to  the  country  t 
The  universal  opinion  now  was,  that  the  course 
of  tbe  m^jor-g^neral  now  in  command  was  quite 
as  objectionable  as  that  of  either  of  his  i»«de- 
oessors.  One  of  these  had  been  pnbUoly  tried ; 
and,  though  the  court-martial  who  sat  upon 
his  conduct  had  honorably  acquitted  him,  its 
verdict  had  been  by  the  orAer  of  the  late  Ex- 
ecutive expunged.  Shall  we  submit  any  longer 
to  such  a  state  of  things!  He  said  he  had  pro- 
posed that  the  committee  of  inquiry  should  be 
appointed  by  ballot :  fbr  this  was  no  party 
movement,  The  administration  was  as  much 
interested  in  the  inquiry  as  tiie  <^positi<m,  and 
so  was  the  country  at  large.  As  the  dividons 
of  party  stood  now  nearly  upon  a  balance,  all 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  fearleady  placing 
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8iioh  indiTidoals  npon  the  propofled  committee 
u  they  thooffht  irould  beBt  discharge  the  duty 
to  be  acoompliahed. 

"iii.  Etsbxtt  said  that  it  had  been  his  inten- 
titHijWhen  the  bill  making  Appropriations  for 
the  Florida  war  should  come  ap  for  discussion, 
to  offer  BCHne  remarks  on  the  general  snbjeot  of 
that  war,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
oondmrted.  At  present  he  should  regret  ex- 
tremely that  any  remarks  should  be  indulged 
in,  which  went  ^jnriously  to  affect  tiie  reputa- 
tion of  the  late  Secretary  of  War.  Mr.  £.  had 
grounds  to  know  in  what  manner  that  officer 
had  acted  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duty, 
and  he  was  satisfied  that,  whatever  might  have 
been  the  disasters  of  this  war,  no  part  of  the 
responsibility  rested  justly  on  him.  This  had 
been  his  oimviction  tiion;  it  was  his  conviction 
now.  Where  the  blame  did  rest  he  should  not 
say.  It  was  true,  General  Clinch  had  made  use 
of  strong  expressions  in  his  testimony  before 
the  oourt-martial ;  but  he  was  persuaded  they 
arose  from  a  mis«4>prehension  of  the  real  facts 
of  the  case.  That  brave  man  had  not  been  ftHij 
aware  of  the  position  in  which  Gen.  Cass  stood. 

Jtr.  Qlasoook  said:  As  to  the  question  of 
who  was  in  fiEuilt,  he  should  express  no  opinion ; 
but  he  must  be  permitted  to  say,  in  reply  to 
what  4iad  Men  from  the  gentleman  firom  Yir- 
^nia,  pf  r.  Wisx,)  in  respect  to  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  War,  that  whenever  a  thorough  inves- 
tigation should  take  place,  the  War  Department 
would  have  no  cause  for  fear.  It  had  been  Mr. 
G.'s  wish  that  such  a  resolution  should  be 
moved ;  because  he  had  the  firmest  conviction 
that  tiie  character  of  G^eral  Oass  would  re- 
main, as  it  had  hitherto  ever  done,  pure  and 
spoUess.  From  the  expressions  which  nad  been 
employed  by  some  officers  engaged  in  the  Flor- 
ida campaigns,  as  well  as  from  the  remarks 
which  bad  now  dropped  from  the  genUeman 
froin  Virginia,  Mr.  G.  was  anxious  that  an  in- 
vestigation should  be  gone  into :  he  hoped  the 
resolution  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CnsBiNa  tenderea  his  acknowledgments 
to  his  friend  from  Virginia  for  bringing  forward 
this  resdntion.  If  there  was  any  thing,  in  the 
whole  course  of  the  administration,  wnich  de- 
manded investigation — any  thing  to  which  the 
people  looked,  as  to  a  rotten  point ;  a  blot,  a 
shame  on  the  national  reputation,  it  was  tiie 
conduct  of  that  Florida  war.  He  trusted  the 
genUeman  would  press  this  measure  to  an  issue, 
and  would  not  cease  until  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  that  contest  should  be  fully  onfolded. 
Year  aftm  year,  army  after  army  had  been 
marched  into  the  morasses  of  that  peninsula ; 
and  general  after  general  had  been  dismissed, 
he  would  not  say  in  disgrace,  but  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  a  court-martial ;  tiie  blood  of  our 

rple  had  been  wasted,  had  been  squandered, 
those  arid  sands;  and  all  for  what?  To 
f(»oe  a  few  Indians  from  a  desert  tract  of  conn- 
try,  utterly  useless  to  any  but  themselves,  and 
in  violation  of  all  that  was  dear  to  them,  and  to 
the  peq^tnal  disgrace  of  our  arma  and  of  t^ 


nationid  character.  More :  we  had 
Indians  themselves  to  destroy  each  other;  we 
bad  done  that  which,. in  the  era  of  onr  oitHnil 
revolution,  had  been  branded  by  the  indignni 
voice  of  Onatham  as  the  disgrace  of  the  British 
arms.  As  if  the  poor  wretches  did  not  periA 
fast  enough  by  the  usual  progms  al  oxa  ap- 
pressive  encroachments,  we  had  enlisted  then 
as  merciless  allies  in  the  destmctioa  and  tstet- 
mination  of  other  tribes. 

Mr.  Wisx  sud  he  would  modify  his  nsoh- 
tion  in  consequence  of  what  had  Men  ttm  Ik 
gentieman  from  Massachusetts,  so  as  to  indiJe 
as  the  objects  of  investigation  not  only  the  &il- 
ures  in  the  Florida  war,  but  the  causes  d  tbt 
war  itself.  Mr.  W.  added,  that  he  hsd  hen 
informed  by  a  gentieman  who  had  been  is  th 
employ  of  Government  in  Florida,  that  the  ol- 
ebrated  chief  Opothleohola,  a  well-known  6ie«l 
to  the  white  man,  and  a  chief  of  mat  inflsesn 
among  the  Creeks,  had  been  emiMoyed  by  Got- 
eral  Jesnp  as  an  ally  of  the  United  States,  ai 
to  ud  in  the  suppression  of  the  Creek  vtr,  (• 
the  express  condition  that  if  he  succeeded  it 
should  be  permitted  to  reside  on  his  lands  mtil 
he  could  settie  the  tide  and  remove  costcs- 
iently.  Yet,  tibe  moment,  through  his  am- 
tions,  the  Creek  war  had  been  brooglit  to  n 
end,  this  very  Opothleohola  saw  himself  mr- 
rounded  by  the  bayonets  of  General  Jesop,  td 
ordered  off  the  sou.    The  indignant  chief  M 

{trodnced  the  written  agreement  of  the  Anw- 
can  general,  and  pointing  to  the  8ignat(irei,htl 
demanded  of  the  officer  who  was  remoring  Mb, 
"Is  not  that  signature  genuine?"  Thus  w 
one  of  our  own  allies,  in  direct  violation  of  tie 
plighted  fiuth  of  our  commanding  S^"^'^^ 
of  the  nation,  driven  from  his  land.  He  vi^ 
all  these  i^nga  fbll^  looked  into. 

Ifr.  Unskswood  mquired  whether  this  «ti}«- 
lation  of  General  Jesup  had  ever  receired  the 
sanction  of  his  superior,  or  had  ever  been  wb- 
mitted  for  such  sanction  ? 

Mr.  WisB  said  he  was  unable  to  <«1.  H« 
made  the  statement  as  it  had  been  represented 
to  him. 

Fourth  Itutabnent  BUI. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  6» 
Whole,  (Mr.  Hit.-rK>8  in  the  chair,)  and  tooknp 
the  Senate's  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  inw- 
ment  of  deposit  with  the  States. 

Mr,  Bbix,  of  Tennessee,  sMd:  It  canw*'* 
disguised,  that  the  bills  already  reported  in  tte 
House,  and  which  received  the  sanction  of  w 
Senate,  whatever  gentiemen  might  profe!^  «"" 
whatever  some  of  them  might  periiap*  ^97 
honeetiy  think,  were  so  many  features  rf*!*^ 
ject  which  found  extensive  cotmtenance,  sw 
the  object  of  which  was  to  establish,  in  act, » 
national  b«)k— a  Treasury  bank  of  deposit  •« 
issue.  Disguise  it  as  they  may,  such  a  1^^ 
been  conceived,  and  not  only  conceived,  wi 
actually  embodied  to  a  considerable  extent  a 
the  bills  which  have  been  reported  from  a  ow^ 
mittee  of  this  House.    The  plan  is  to  estaww" 
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ft  Government  bank  under  the  proper  diagaUes 
for  the  present,  and  tLroagfa  its  agenor  to  snb- 
Btitnte  a  ctrcolating  mediom  oompofled  of  Fed- 
eiral  Government  paper  instead  of  the  notes  of 
State  banks.  We  hare  tiie  germ  of  this  bank 
now  before  ns  j  its  parts  are  already  gnfficiently 
developed  to  mdicate  its  trae  character.  At 
another  session,  or  in  another  Congress,  bj  one 
or  another  addition,  hj  way  of  amendment,  we 
shall  eventoallj  behold  the  monster  developed 
in  all  its  frightfol  proportions.  Snch  a  sn^eot 
ia  sorely  of  consequence  enongh  Ibr  itself  to 
ooeapj  tbe  attention  of  the  House,  withont  oon- 
nflcking  it  with.the  less  important  subject  nnder 
oonsideration. 

But  tbe  questions  presented  hj  this  bill  are 
of  great  interest  to  the  country.  It  is  true  the 
object  to  be  accomplished  by  it  has  less  oonnec- 
tkta  with  tbe  great  results  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded than  any  one  of  the  oUicr  measures  pro- 
posed for  our  adoption;  and  I  believe  it  wUl 
M  found  upon  examination  to  have  originated 
more  from  the  settled  hostility  of  the  aominis- 
tration  to  the  policy  of  the  deposit  law  of  1886, 
than  from  any  actual  necessity  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  its  tendency  to  promote  the  fitvorite 
fiscal  policy  of  the  Ebcecutive ;  but  still  it  is  of 
a  pieee  wiUi  the  general  conduct  and  policy  of 
those  in  power.  One  question  which  wUl  be 
foond  to  arise  under  tbe  present  bill  involves 
the  public  faith.  The  question  is  presented, 
whether  Congress  or  the  Federal  Government 
is  not  bound  to  keep  its  promise,  or  comply 
with  its  engagements  with  the  States  of  the 
TlnioD,  by  obligations  as  strong  as  any  that  can 
exist  between  it  and  its  creditors,  of  any  other 
oatore  or  description.  It  is  a  question  whether, 
if  the  States  agreed  to  accept  the  deposit  of  the 
Mnplas  in  the  Treasury,  according  to  tiie  terms 
of  the  act  of  1836,  by  which  it  was  tendered  to 
them,  there  was  not  from  that  moment  a  con- 
tract between  them  as  obligatory  as  any  other 
Mmpact  between  the  Government  and  the 
Sbites  can  be.  Can  the  (General  Government, 
without  consulting  the  other  parties  to  this  ar- 
Tingement,  dissolve  it  without  a  breach  of 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  and  a  much  more 
impressive  and  important  inquiry  which  pre- 
Nnts  itself  in  conaaering  the  effect  of  this  bill : 
I  mean  the  great  question  whether  the  expendi- 
tures of  this  Gk>Temment  are  to  be  reduced  now 
(r  evert  This  is  now  the  issue,  and  it  is  to  l>e 
determined  almost  exclusively  by  this  House. 
We  already  know  the  determination  of  the  £x- 
toative  branch  of  the  Government,  and  all  the 
infloance  attached  to  it ;  and  we  know,  too,  the 
dednon  of  the  other  branch  of  the  National 
liSgislatiire.  It  devolves  upon  this  House,  I 
tqpeat,  to  settle  the  issue,  whether  the  expendi- 
twes  of  this  Government,  after  having  been 
inereased  nearly  threefold  within  the  Iwt  few 
Sears,  are  to  be  reduced  now  or  ever  t  These 
are  qnestions  truly  which  may  command  our 
«xeloHve  attention  for  a  season.  With  these 
egnviotions,  and  a  corresponding  determination, 


I  shall  proceed  to  make  as  snodnct  a  statement 
of  what  I  believe  to  be  the  existing  condition 
of  the  Treasury  as  I  can,  that  it  may  be  seen 
whether  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  1886,  proposed 
by  the  bill  under  consideration,  is  demanded  by 
the  state  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  the  public  in-' 
terest ;  for,  if  it  be  so,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
give  it  my  support. 

Much  confusion  was  produced  yesterday  by 
the  mere  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury,  which  was  presented  to  the  House  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  (Ur.  Caubbblbito.)  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  the  statement  of  diat  gentleman  varies 
materially  from  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  but  certainly  it  was  well  calculated 
to  add  to  the  difiScolties  which  all  must  have 
fblt  in  coming  to  any  satisfiictoiT  conclusion  as 
to  what  is  Uie  real  state  of  the  National  Treas- 
ury. 

I  propose  to  present  a  statement  based  npon 
the  tacts  and  estimates  contained  in  the  several 
reports  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
at  the  present  session,  which  I  believe  may  be 
relied  upon.  At  all  events,  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  any  gentleman  who  shall  detect  any  error  in 
my  statement  to  point  it  out  to  me  as  I  proceed. 

[llr.  Bell  then  entered  into  an  elaborate  ezsmioa- 
tion  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  to  show  that  there ' 
would  be  a  surplus  of  twenty  millions ;   and  then 
proceeded:] 

I  have  now,  sir,  shown  that,  taking  the  state- 
ments of  the  several  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  as  correct,  if  the  ftmds  lying 
dead  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  oflScers  be 
brought  forth  and  applied  in  aid  of  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  as  they 
should  be,  the  fourth  instalment  due  the  States 
can  be  paid,  with  all  other  actual  demands 
against  the  Treasury  during  the  year,  and  not 
scarcely  more  than  a  nominal  deficit ;  but  i^  as 
has  always  been  the  case  heretofore,  a  portion 
of  the  actual  demands  upon  the  Treasury  shall 
not  be  presented  for  payment  at  tlib  depositories 
of  the  public  money  within  the  year,  there  will 
be  a  surplus,  in  fact,  still  left  In  the  Treasury  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  question  now  is,  whether  the  States  have 
not  acquired  rights  under  the  act  of  1886,  which 
it  is  not  competent  for  Congress  to  annul  or 
defeat  withont  their  consent.  It  is  a  question 
of  power  and  of  right  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment whether,  after  the  States  have  accepted 
the  terms  of  the  deposit  act;  after  many  of 
them  have  anticipated  the  funds  which  they 
expected  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  fourth 
instalment,  and  made  otner  Important  arrange- 
ments connected  with  their  financial  interest 
and  condition,  they  will  not  have  just  cause  to 
compliun  of  a  breach  of  faith,  if  this  Govern- 
ment diall  liow  proceed  to  abrogate  the  com- 
pact by  legislative  action  merely,  and  without 
any  communication  with  the  States.  I  call 
upon  thoao  genUemen  especially,  who  hold  to 
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what  is  called  the  State  rights  party,  to  say 
upon  what  grounds  the;-  can  support  the  hill 
under  consideration  ?  Will  it  not  he  a  nsurpa- 
tion,  a  clear  assumption  of  power  on  onr  part, 
and  an  insulting  disregard  of  the  State  sover- 
eignties, if,  after  deluding  them  with  promises 
of  these  funds  upon  certain  conditions,  which 
have  been  acceded  to  by  the  States,  we  should 
ckum  the  power  to  postpone  the  execution  of 
the  compact,  or  to  annul  the  whole  proceeding 
unconditionally,  without  reference  to  their 
wishes- or  interests,  and  even  without  oonsolt- 
ing  themt 

Bat,  sir,  we  have  the  same  grand  object,  m- 
yiting  us  to  reject  this  bill,  which  operated 
with  many  gentlemen  in  giving  their  support 
to  the  deposit  act  of  1836.  The  question  is 
now,  as  then,  whether  we  shall  set  about  cur- 
ttuling  the  extravagance  and  profligacy  of  the 
Government  in  its  expenditures.  We  have 
tried  eveiy  other  plan — every  other  occasion, 
in  viun.  If  we  would  prove  ourselves  what  we 
profess  to  be— 4f  we  be  ourselves  in  earnest — if 
we  are  seriously  the  advocates  of  retrenchment 
and  reform,  we  can  never  hope,  in  onr  time,  a 
more  propitious  season  to  make  one  more  bold 
and  determined  effort.  "Kow's  the  day,  and 
now's  the  hour."  If  we  suffer  ourselves  to  be 
deluded  by  the  arguments  and  the  devices  of 
the  advocates  of  power,  and  shall  let  this  op- 
portunity pass,  we  need  never  hope  again. 
There  is  only  one  expedient  left,  and  that  is, 
to  withhold  the  supplies;  stop  the  money; 
keep  the  Treasury  drained  and  low ;  cut  off  the 
means :  and  I  engage  that  the  expenditures,  for) 
once,  shall  be  reduced  to  the  actual  wants  of 
the  Government.  I  call  upon  the  experienced 
of  the  House — the  observation  of  them,  and 
there  are  some  who  have  had  seats  here  for 
more  than  twenty  years — to  say,  if  any  time 
could  be  so  fit,  or  promise  equal  tucoess,  in 
effecting  this  great  object,  as  the  present.  I 
repeat,  if  the  means  are  not  supplied,  the  ex- 
penditures must  cease. 

Mr.  MoKat,  of  North  Carolina,  contended, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Bxix,  that  there  had  been  no 
change  in  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment diifing  the  last  year,  but  it  was  the 
extraordinary  expenditures  of  the  year  which 
made  the  great  difference.  He  agreed  that  in 
Qiese  there  had  been  much  extravagance,  and 
he  had  voted  -  a^akist  them  all^  (X  many  of 
those  appropriations  he  would  remark  not  one 
dollar  had  yet  been  expended.  He  then  entered 
into  some  estimates,  and  read  voluminous  data, 
famished  him,  ho  said,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasary  himself,  in  his  own  handwriting,  to 
show  the  truth  of  his  assertion  as  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  year.  Among  the  extraordi- 
nary appropriations  for  the  year,  he  named  the 
amonnt  of  $6,000,000  to  carry  into  effect  the 
Cherokee  treaty. 

Mr.  Beix  remarked  that  that  did  not  enter 
into  this  estimate,  as  it  was  an  appropriation 
of  1836,  and  just  about  so  much  as  this  error 
in  his  calculations  made  would  teduoe  his  (Mr. 


MoEat'b)  estimate  to  his  own,  (Mr.  BkixV) 
There  had  been  no  extraordinary  expenaes  «r 
subjects  of  expenditure  in  1837. 

Mr.  MoKay  reasserted  that  his  minutes  wen 
from  the  Secretary's  own  hand. 

Mr.  Caxbrbueno  said  that  there  were  oUmt 
items  of  a  similar  character  omitted  by  tiie  get- 
tleman  from  North  Carolina,  which  wonU 
make  up  the  snm  he  had  named. 

Mr.  MoKat  remarked  that  the  gentieiaaa 
would  have  an  opportunity  at  tiie  next  seirioa 
of  Oongress'to  bring  forward  his  plans  of  r»- 
form,  as  the  Secretary  had  already  poctpoaed 
the  expenditure  of  $16,000,000  appn^rtotod  hf 
the  last  Oongrees  till  after  the  first  of  itumty 
next  He  wen  took  similar  ground  to  ttit 
maintained  by  Mr.  Pioksnb,  as  to  the  creatka 
of  a  debt,  as  the  necessary  oonsequenee  of  po- 
mittin^  the  deposit  act  of  1886  to  go  into  furtkir 
operation. 


WBDiresDAT,  Septemoer  20. 
Sanhrvpt  Lavo$. 

Mr.  B1DDI.K  inquired  of  the  churman  of  tte 
Committee  of  the  Judiciary,  or  any  other  md- 
tleman  on  that  committee  who  could  givenim 
the  information,  whether  it  was  iha  intentioii 
of  that  committee  to  report  on  the  snljeet  of 
bankruptcy,  which  had  been  referred  to  then 
in  the.Message  of  the  President  of  the  Unitsd 
States.  As  it  was  a  subject  of  very  de^  inter- 
est to  the  whole  community,  he  would  furUtcr 
ask  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  that  eom- 
mittee  to  report  any  bill  which  mi^t  oome  ia 
conflict  with  the  constitutional  <»iiiioas  of  the 
President,  as  expressed  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  some  years  since.  It  will  be 
recoUected  that  the  present  President  expreved 
it  as  his  opinion,  in  his  jilaoe  in  the  Seute,  on 
a  former  occasion,  that  a  bankrupt  law,  extend- 
ing to  others  than  merchants  and  baoken, 
would  be  an  unconstitutional  act;  and  he  wide 
ed  to  know  whether  it  was  the  inteoUoa  tA  tb* 
committee  to  introduce  a  proposition  of  tUa 
kfaid. 

Mr.  Thoicas  (ch^rman  of  the  Judiciary  Oon- 
mittee)  said  he  felt  that  the  response  which  bs 
should  make  to  tiie  gentleman  would  be  UBMt- 
isfactory.  The  Committee  on  the  Jndiciaiy  bad 
held  two  'meetings  on  the  snbjeet,  which  bad 
been  generally  referred  to  them.  At  the  fint 
meeting,  it  appeared  to  meet  the  approbatkm 
of  all  ue  members  of  the  committee  that  tbe 
final  decision  as  to  tibe  prt^ety  of  reporting  a 
bankrupt  law  should  be  postponed  until  it  wm 
distincUy  ascertained  wnether  the  measarts 
which  were  expected  to  oome  ftom  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  would  so  lone  o»- 
cupy  ibe  attention  of  Congress  as  to  extend  the 
present  seiasion  to  the  meeting  ot  the  rsgnlar 
session  of  Congress.  In  this  state  of  the  ease, 
power  was  given  to  tiie  chairman  of  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  to  reassemble  the  oonmuttM  as 
soonastheprt^ieriitfoniuitioBooaldbeoUaiiMd. 
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A  few  dftys  sinee^  when  be  (Mr.  Tbohas)  was 
•baeat,  •  ^ntleinan  from  Virginia  propound- 
ed AH  inqmry  to  the  oranmittee  somewhat  sim- 
ilar to  tbe  one  now  propoonded ;  and  in  oonse- 
anenoe  of  this  a  member  thereof  reassembled 
to  eommittee,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
whothor  they  should  report  now,  or  wait  untu 
the  xegnlar  session  of  Oongress.    This  meeting 
was  held  without  ooming  to  any  oondosion, 
■ad  aa  adioomed  meeting  of  the  committee  was 
to  be  held  to-morrow  morning.   The  gentleman 
wocdd  therefore  perceive  that  he  could  not  pre- 
testd  to  say  what  would  be  tbe  course  Of  the 
committee  on  this  subject.    The  House  had  re- 
ferred to  them  the  Message  of  the  Prerident  and 
tbe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
this  aafajeet,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
what  would  be  the  decision  of  the  committee ; 
whether  they  would  be  disposed  to  pass  a  gen- 
eral bankrupt  law  to  tSeot  that  class  of  citizens 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  BiDDUC,)  or  not.    On  to-morrow  morning, 
however,  the  snlyect  would  be  taken  up,  and 
he  presumed  he  would  be  instructed  by  tbe 
committee  to  make  a  report  to  the  House  in 
s«ne  shape  or  other. 

Iburth  IrutalmetU  Po»tponemtnt  BUI. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  OAMBxnuEita,  the  House 
then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
•tato  at  the  Union,  Mr.  Hatkes  in  the  dudr, 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
poetoone  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposit  with 
Ihe  States. 

Mr.  Oamkrxlsho  said  he  would  detidn  the 
eemmittee  only  to  make  a  short  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bkll.)  The 
eenOeman  had  referred  to  the  project  of  estab- 
Umig  a  Treaairy  bank  of  deposit  and  issue. 
On  ti^  question  he  would  not  now  detain  tbe 
cnnButtee  ftirther  than  to  say  that  the  Treas- 
vy  bank  was  already  established,  not  only  of 

Sisit,  but  of  circulation.  We  have  always 
oae  to  some  extent,  and  have  generally  had 
tvo  millions  of  warrants  in  circulation.  He 
lisd  slso  rrfwred  to  the  exjpenditures  of  Gov- 
eniment — they  bad  increased  two  or  three-fold ; 
Int  that  increase  had  been  made  almost  ezclu- 
lirely  for  extraordinary  purposes.  We  appro- 
priated, in  1836,  thirty-eight  millions ;  of  which, 
■  may  be  seen  by  a  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  seventeen  millions  and  a 
\i3i  were  appropriated  to  ordinary  poiposes, 
ad  twenty  millions  and  a  half  to  extraortunary 
«lH««tL-  Of  the  latter,  tbu-teen  millions  and  a 
liaif  were  required  for  Indian  treaties  and  In- 
dian wars  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  gentle- 
loan  from  Tennessee.  The  appropriations  for 
fte  present  year  amount  to  thirty-two  millions, 
■<rf  which  foorteen  were  for  extraordinary  pnr- 
"poses.  He  concurred  with  the  gentleman  as  to 
the  necessity  of  reducing  the  public  ezpendi- 
tsRs.  It  is  obvious  they  will,  as  they  have 
dene  uniformly,  increase  with  an  increasing 
RTenne,  and  be  suddenly  curtailed  when  the 
nwtoe  falls  short.    Sudi  would  be  the  case 


now,  and  our  enendituree  must  be  reduced  to 
seventeen  or  eighteen  millions. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  appeared  to 
oomplam  that  the  Executive  had  not,  when  the 
crisis  came  upon  the  country,  in  May  last,  di- 
rected the  different  departments  to  stop  the 
expenditures.  This  was  singular  doctrine,  after 
all  we  had  heard  for  some  years  past  on  the 
subject  of  Executive  usurpation,  to  expect  the 
Executive  to  direct  the  execution  of  the  laws 
to  be  suspended,  while  there  were  means  in  the 
Treasury.  But,  sir,  the  views  of  the  President 
and  of  the  departments  were,  from  necessity, 
similar  to  those  stated  by  the  gentleman.  It 
was  evident  that  the  revenue  would  fail,  and 
that  some  of  the  expenditures  could  not  be  met 
— a  minute  inquiry  was  instituted  in  every 
branch  of  public  expenditure,  to  ascertain  wht^ 
could  be  conveniently  postponed  till  next  year. 
It  was  ascertained  that  some  fifteen  or  sixteen 
millions  might  be  su^nded  till  the  next  year, 
to  w«ut  the  fbtnre  action  of  Congress. 

It  would,  however,  be  wholly  impracticable 
to  curtail  the  expenditures  in  the  last  quarter 
of  the  present  year.    The  very  branches  of  ex- 

?9nditnre  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
ennessee  are  not  now  within  our  reach.  One- 
half  of  the  amount  is  already  expended,  and 
most  of  the  remainder  is  under  contract.  What- 
ever we  may  do  in  curtailing  the  expenditures 
for  tbe  next  year,  any  attempt  to  interfere  with 
the  expenditures  of  the  last  quarter  would  be 
wholly  unavailable ;  and,  if  attempted,  must  be 
attended  with  much  loss  and  embarrassment  to 
the  Government 

Gentlemen  might  take  what  view  they 
pleased  of  the  state  of  our  finances,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  make  any  estimate  which  will  not 
exhibit  a  deficiency  in  our  means  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  of  Government.  This  depont 
cannot  be  made  unless  we  create  a  public  debt 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  placing  a  surplus  in  the 
Treasury,  to  be  transferred  and  depceited  in  the 
Treasnriesof  the  several  States.  Such  a  meas- 
ure, he  felt  persuaded,  would  never  be  sanc- 
tioned by  Congress. 

Mr.  Bell  made  a  few  remarks  in  rejoinder 
to  Mr.  Oakbrbt.knq,  and  insisted  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  gentleman  did  not  controvert  Mr. 
B.'b  of  yesterday,  that  there  was  a  dead  fhnd  of 
five  millions  of  dollars  on  hand ;  and  that,  assum- 
ing that  fact,  which  he  said  was  incontrovert- 
ibk,  according  to  the  gentleman's  own  estimate, 
there  would  oe  a  deficit  of  only  one  million 
some  odd  hundred  thousand,  but,  according  to 
Mr.  B.'s  estimate,  an  excess  Of  rising  three  mil- 
lions. 

llfr.  Undkbwood  next  addressed  the  commit- 
tee. Mr.  Chairman,  (sud  he,)  I  have  listened 
to  the  debate  with  surprise.  It  seems  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  unable  to  make  a 
plun  statement,  unfolding  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  national  finances,  or  that  we  are  in- 
ct^uible  of  understanding  it  In  either  case, 
there  is  cause  for  regret  It  is  a  national  ca- 
lamity that  a  man  should  be  placed  at  the  head 
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of  the  TreagaT7,  whose  oonfiued  and  iiiTolyed 
statements  leave  donbts  in  regard  to  the  ooi^ 
rectness  of  his  reports.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
tlie  fault  is  ours,  if  the  Seoretaiy  has  been  dear, 
discriminatins,  and  definite,  and  we  cannot 
comprehend  tiie  facts,  it  is  a  serions  misfortone 
that  the  people  are  so  poorly  represented. 

Hr.  Chairman,  when  the  States  acceded  to  the 
terms  prescribed  in  the  deposit  act  of  1836,  a 
clear  contract  was  formed  between  them  and 
the  General  GU>TemmeDt — just  snch  a  contract 
as  would  entitle  an  indiTidoal  to  damages  in 
similar  oironmstanees,  if  Uie  contract  was  not 
performed.  Suppose  yon  had  a  snrplns  qaan- 
tity  of  work-horses,  and  you  were  to  propose 
to  me  to  keep  them  for  you,  that  I  might  hare 
the  nse  of  them  as  long  as  I  retained  them ; 
that  I  should  insore  their  lives,  and  return  them 
in  good  order  when  called  for ;  and  that  yon 
wonld  deliver  to  me  a  certain  number  at  four 
several  times,  a  week  or  a  month  apart ;  pro- 
vided, however,  that  yon  should  not  reclaim 
more  than  one  horse  in  any  one  month,  without 
thirty  days'  previous  notice.  Suppose  I  assent 
to  all  tills,  and  go  on  and  erect  stables,  pur- 
chase  provender,  and  employ  hands  to  take 
care  of  the  horses,  and  to  work  them  so  as  to 
remunerate  me  for  all  my  trouble  and  expense. 
Suppose  yon  deliver  me  the  first  three  portions 
at  the  times  stipulated ;  hut  a  few  days  before 
the  last  are  to  be  delivered,  you  say  to  me  that 
I  shall  not  have  them — that  you  find  you  have 
nse  for  them  yourself.  May  I  not  answer,  "  I 
want  them  likewise ;  I  have  made  my  arrange- 
ments, looking  to  the  fulfilment  of  your  prom- 
ises. I  have  agreed  that  my  neighbor's  chil- 
dren shall  go  to  school  over  the  mad  upon  the 
backs  of  a  part  of  the  horses,  and  I  need  the 
rest  to  help  me  about  improvements  in  progress 
on  my  farm.  I  have  been  at  expense  and 
trouble  in  preparing  to  take  care  of  them.  I 
have  assumed  risk  by  insuring  their  livee ;  and 
now,  sir,  if  you  don't  comply  on  your  part,  I 
will  sue  you  for  damages."  There  never  was  a 
plainer  case  of  contract  between  individuals  tiian 
the  one  supposed ;  and  yet,  sir,  it  is  precisely  the 
case  between  this  Government  ana  the  States. 
So  far  as  legal  and  moral  principles  areoonoem- 
ed,  there  is  no  distinction  between  the  cases. 
"There  is  but  one  difference ;  individuals  could 
appeal  to  the  Judiciary  for  redress ;  this  Gov- 
ernment is  amenable  to  no  such  tribunal  But, 
tix,  the  perpetrator  of  wrong,  who  violatesprin- 
oiple  because  he  knows  that  he  can  do  it  with 
kapnnity,  more  deserves  the  scorn  of  mankind 
tiian  if  ue  dnngdbn  or  the  gibbet  were  the 
penalty.  I  beg  the  members  of  this  Bouse  not 
to  flatter  themselves  that  they  are  irresponsible 
for  voting  to  violate  the  faitii  and  contract  of 
the  nation.  There  is  a  political  tribunal  before 
which  they  must  account  They  may  hear  the 
verdict  of  an  incensed  people  proclaimed  in  a 
voice  of  thunder,  "  Depart  from  our  service,  ye 
workers  of  iniquity."  You  had  better  not  be 
the  first  to  violate  the  contract,  lest  the  States 
imitate  your  example,  to  punish  you. 


In  contemplating  the  evils  of  a  depreciated 
onrrency,  I  was  anxious  for  tiie  adoptioa  of 
SMne  effectual  and  immediate  remedy,  and  de> 
drons  tiiot  the  President  wonld  propose  aorae 
scheme  of  relief  in  which  I  could  oononr.  Bitt 
he  has  proposed  nothing  for  the  relief  of  the 
people.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  UM.  oa  that 
"  iJl  communities  are  apt  to  look  to  Govon- 
m«it  for  too  mnch,"  ana  referred  to  the  "  un- 
common fruitfolnees  "  of  the  country,  and  the 
"proceeds  of  our  great  stifles,"  to  liquidats 
debts  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  revive  caa^ 
meroe  and  credit.  This  waiting  upon  the  sea- 
sons and  the  crops  is  rather  cold  comfort  to 
tibose  who  must  perish  before  these  remedies 
can  operate,  unless  they  can  procure  other  aida. 
It  is  like  telling  the  poor  wretch  who  iv  lduve^ 
ing  at  the  door,  "you  will  get  over  it  whea 
warm  weather  comes,"  instead  of  helping  hin 
with  a  blanket.  However  mucb  the  Meassge 
has  failed  to  propose  or  recommend  any  thi^ 
in  aid  of  the  peo^e,  it  has  substituted  a  adteaw 
in  aid  of  the  ofBoe-hoIders,  and  still  farther  to 
enlarge  Executive  power,  the  deleterious  oatr 
seonences  of  whidi  I  shall  briefly  expose. 

The  plan  is  to  establish  sub-b«asBriee,  and  to 
make  uiia  a  "  hard  money  Government.'^  The 
jingling  sounds  of  "  hard  money,"  when  we  aie 
overwhelmed  with  shin-plasters,  may,  and  prob- 
ably will,  tickle  the  ears  of  many  peopLe,  sad 
some,  as  in  former  days,  will  be  deluded  into 
the  Mief  that  the  "  hard  money  "  age  is  jnit 
before  them,  and  that  nothing  more  ia  neces- 
sary to  bring  on  this  political  milleimiam  thu 
to  worriiip  at  the  uirine  of  Presdoit  Tan 
Buren  with  increased  devotion.  There  is  no 
more  hope  of  a  political  zealot  than  there  is  of 
a  religious  bigot.  Each  is  without  the  pale  of 
reason.  I  do  not  expect  to  influence  paitisans ; 
bat  those  who  are  not  blind  past  all  core,  m*; 
be  preserved  from  falling  into  this  new  jat. 

The  plan  of  the  Presiaent  and  the  Seontiiy 
oS  the  Treasury  is  to  establish  sub-treasuries  A 
sach  places  as  may  be  deemed  proper,  and  to 
appoint  suitable  officers,  at  which,  and  b/ 
whom,  the  public  money  shall  be  kept  and  dis- 
bursed ;  ana  to  receive  nothing  in  payment  of 
public  dues  bnt  specie.  This  plan  is  to  bring 
about  the  hard  money  age  t 

One  of  my  principal  Objections  to  the  sob- 
Treasury  is,  the  increase  of  Exeontive  power 
and  patronage  wliich  would  necessarily  result 
from  it  The  Secretary  <rf  the  Treasury  snjr.s 
"  The  whole  addition  of  principal  officers  need 
not  exceed  ten."  He  estimatee  the  increased 
annual  expense  at  fifty  or  sixty  tiioaaand  dol- 
lars only.  Ten  principal  officers!  What  sal- 
aries would  yon  give  to  each  f  Not  less,  I  sap- 
pose,  than  you  give  an  Auditor — $8,000  (kiyear; 
especially  as  they  would  be  located  in  the  hKge 
cities.  What  a  scrambling  among  office-seekers 
this  new  batch  of  offices  wonld  produce  I  Hot 
many  interviews  and  intrigues  at  the  White 
House  would  grow  out  of  it,  I  leave  to  those 
who  are  fond  oi  such  speculations.  Tbii^ 
thousand  dollars  a  year  I  set  down  as  the  least 
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for  tea  "  piindpal  oflteen,"  under  this  Mhtmel 
How  many  minor  (^oers— clerks  and  agent*— 
trUl  be  reqnired,  we  are  not  ^formed ;  nor  are 
we  told  what  necessity  there  will  be  for  addi- 
tional bnildings ;  nor  are  we  t(dd  where  they 
•re  to  be  located.  I  will  reature  to  predict 
that,  instead  ot  $60,000  a  year,  this  sab-Treas- 
nry  sdieme  will  cost  the  nation  double  or  treble 
aa  maeh,  ahoold  it  ever  go  into  operation ;  and 
jnat  in  proportion  as  the  people  lose  money,  to 
■ostain  the  estabUshment,  so  will  the  President 
gain  power  to  reward  Us  partisans. 

Birt,  sir,  I  look  upon  this  new  scheme  as  an 
entering  wedge  merely ;  the  beginning  of  a  new 
^atem,  whidi  will  ultimately  place  all  the 
money  of  the  nation  under  Exeoative  oontroL 
The  Secretary  already  hints  that  he  conld  fur- 
nish, an  excellent  general  paper  currency,  in 
■mall  bills,  based  upon  an  equal  amount  of  q)e- 
de  depoaited  in  his  sub-treasuries.  I  admit  it 
eonld  M  done,  and  that  it  might  be  convenient 
to  tiie  people.  But  the  transition  is  so  easy 
from  a  sub-Treasury  bank  of  deposit  to  a  sub- 
Treasury  bank  of  discount,  that  I  ^prehend 
mat  duger  in  tiie  progress  of  eventa,  that  Qie 
Prerident  will  deem  it  proper  to  call  on  Con- 
gress for  power,  through  his  Secretary,  to  lend 
money  at  least  to  the  extent  of  the  sur^us  rev- 
enue ;  and  that  Congress,  in  obedience  to  Ex- 
ecutive recommendations,  will  sanction  the  pro- 
ject. The  Secretary  now  says,  in  substance,  in 
the  0th  page  of  his  late  report,  that  "  it  is  im- 
possible to  conduct  our  fiscal  operations  any 
length  of  time  with  ease,  vigor,  and  uniformity, 
wiukout  some  such  regulator  as  a  power  to  issne 
and  redeem  Treasury  notes,  or  to  invest  and 
sell  the  investment  of  (urplnses."  I  am  appre- 
hensive that  a  power  to  lend  the  surplus  wo^d, 
in  the  Secretary's  estimation,  be  found  a  better 
"  regulator,"  and  that  the  whole  scheme  of  sub- 
treMurfes  will  eventuate  in  a  Government  bank, 
wbere  tiie  money  of  the  nation  will  be  loaned 
oat  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  President. 
Should  soch  a  state  of  things  ever  arrive,  and 
it  there  is  no  eurtailment  of  Executive  power, 
as  claimed  and  exercised  by  the  late  President, 
I  am  ready  to  deokure  that  American  liberty 
exists  no  longer.  The  peoide  will  become  the 
mere  slaves  of  power,  and  nothing  short  of  rev- 
olution will  buist  th^r  ehains. 

Hr.  PiOKmrs  said  he  would  submit  a  propo- 
sition which  be  thought  would  meet  the  views 
ot  a  laige  minority  of  both  sides  of  the  House, 
and  that  was  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the 
instalment  to  the  "  1st  day  of  January,  1889," 
by  which  time  it  would  be  aeea  if  the  postpone- 
ment should  be  made  indefinite  or  not.  Mr.  P. 
then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  till  further 

5 revision  hj  law,"  and  insert  "tiie  Ist  day  of 
anuary,  1889." 

Mr.  DniroAjr  said  be  was  anxious  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  biU.  There  was  more  than  one  oon- 
aideration  that  <qierated  on  his  mind  and  in- 
duced him  to  support  it.  The  object  of  the 
deposit  act  was  to  relieve  the  Treasury  of  the 
■orphis  revoine— a  surplns  wbidt,  as  ha  woold 


atten^tt  to  abow,  grew  oat  of  a  policy  the  moat 
dangerous  and  disastroos  in  its  character,  and 
which,  if  it  had  been  persisted  in,  would  have, 
in  all  probabUity,  severed  this  Union — ^he  meant 
the  oneqaal  and  inequitable  policy  misnamed 
"the  American  system,"  which. had  for  its  ob- 
ject the  official  elevation  of  its  projectors  and 
zealous  supporters,  and  which,  in  its  operation, 
was  at  the  same  time  beneficiid  to  one  portion 
of  the  Union  and  destrootive  to  another.  The 
snrplos  was  now  disposed  ofj  and  the  object 
for  which  the  deposit  law  was  made  ii  accom- 
plished, and  it  was  of  no  farther  use.  He  hoped 
it  would  take  its  place  among  the  things  uiat 
had  been  and  are  not,  and  that  tiie  poIiOT  which 
gave  rise  to  its  neoessity  would  share  the  same 
&te. 

The  question  involved  in  the  bill  was  simply 
whether  the  6ovemm«it  shall  deposit  $9,000- 
000  with  the  States,  in  proportion  to  their  rep- 
resentirinon  in  Congress,  when,  to  enable  her  to 
do  it,  she  must  borrow  a  sum  equal  in  amount, 
to  supply  her  own  wants  daring  the  current 
year.  . 

The  first  fact  upon  which  the  question  de- 
pends is,  does  the  Government  want  Uie  money  t 
And,  if  it  does,  is  it  not  better  that  she  shoidd 
keep  her  own  and  use  it,  than  to  deposit  it  with 
the  States  and  ran  in  debt  for  an  eqoal  amouBt 
to  supply  her  own  wants!  To  convince  tho 
committee  that  the  amount  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  the  deposits  would  be  wanted  by  the 
Government  for  her  own  use,  he  had  prepared 
a  statement,  which  was  the  result  of  a  calcula- 
tion frcnn  the  facts  stated  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  he  Wieved  it 
would  be  found  correct,  and  ccndnsively  show 
that  Government  would  want  the  ftall  amount 
of  the  fourth  instalment.  In  submitting  the 
statement,  he  woold  acknowledge  his  obli^Uaon 
to  the  worthy  and  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  MoEdc,)  for  the  assistance  he 
had  received  from  him  in  preparing. the  state- 
ment. 

[Here  Mr.  Duncan  snbmitted  his  statement] 

If,  said  Mr.  D.,  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  a  correct  and  true  exposition 
of  the  state  of  the  Treasury  and  the  finances  of 
the  natiop,  then  his  statement  proved,  l>eyond 
all  doubt,  that  the  money  proposed  to  be  de- 
posited as  a  fourth  instalment  was  required  for 
the  use  ot  the  Government,  and  it  disposed  of 
the  main  question. 

But  to  return  to  the  snbjeot  of  this  bill.  Is 
it  good  policy  for  the  Qovemment  to  depo^ 
her  money  with  the  States,  for  their  use,  when 
she  wants  to  use  it  herself?  The  decision  of 
this  question  seemed  to  him  a  small  business. 
Present  the  naked  question,  and  there  was  no 
schoolboy  in  the  district  he  had  the  honor  to 
represent  who  did  not  cany  the  answer  on  the 
end  of  his  tongue.  What  was  there  aix>ut  the 
question  that  prevented  it  from  being  a  plain, 
easy  question  to  answer?  We  are  told  that 
there  ezisto  a  oootoaot  between  the  Govem- 
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ment  and  the  States  that  is  binding  in  law,  in 
equity,  and  in  oonsoienoe ;  that  Oonsreaa,  hy  a 
solemn  actj  had  agreed  to  deposit  t£e  sorplns 
revenue  with  the  States  for  safe-keeping;,  pro- 
vided the  States  would  agree  to  receive  it,  and 
that  the  States  had  agreed  to  tiie  onlj  condi- 
tion neoeesary  to  complete  the  contract,  vis: 
to  receive  them.  Therefore^  the  States  were 
entitled  to  the  full  benefit  of  the  contract,  and 
in  good  £aith  the  money  ought  to  be  paid  over. 
What  miserable  sophistry  I  What  pitiful  sub- 
terftige  to  cover  nakedness  and  deformity,  and 
how  £Eir  from  every  true  principle  connected 
with  the  question  I  What  is  the  title  of  the 
deposit  act  ?  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  de- 
posit of  the  surplus  revenue,  and  safe  keeping 
of  the  same."  Is  there  any  thin^  in  the  title 
of  Uiis  act  that  authorizes  Uie  behef  that  Con- 
gress intended  that  the  States  should  have  any 
other  benefit  from  the  public  moneys  than  a 
dqiositor  should  have  from  any  general  deposit  f 
Is  there  any  expression  in  the  body  of  the  act 
that  conveys  any  other  meaning  ?  On  the  con- 
trary,, is  it  not  nill  of  provisions  by  which  sudi 
inferences  afb  stadknuly  foreclosed  and  avoid- 
ed? Does  not  the  act  provide  the  manner  in 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  recall 
them  whenever  the  circumstances  of  the  Gov- 
ernment may  require  ?  Did  the  supporters  of 
that  law  attempt  to  oonvey  the  idea,  or  advance 
the  argument,  when  it  was  nnder  consideration, 
that  the  surplus  revenue,  in  the  form  of  a  de- 
posit, was  really  to  be  a  gift  to  the  States? 
No,  sir.  At  the  time  the  bill  was  nnder  oon- 
dderation,  there  was  no  idea  held  out  or  ad- 
vanced other  than  that  the  money  was  to  be 
placed  with  the  States  for  safe-keepiug.  But 
gentlemen  who  rejoice  at  the  embarrassed  state 
of  the  Treasury,  and  who  are  shouting  that 
their  former  predictions  of  misrule  and  ruin  are 
verified,  are  willing,  in  violation  of  the  mean- 
ing, spirit,  and  express  words  of  the  deposit 
law,  to  wiUihold  fW>m  Government  the  neces- 
sary funds  of  conducting  its  only  legitimate 
operations,  and  that,  too,  for  par^  effect ;  so 
that  posdbly  what  they  neretofore  predicted, 
and  now  declare  has  happened,  may  yet,  perad- 
veuture,  prove  true.  But  in  what  section,  sen- 
tence, word,  or  syllable  of  that  act  is  the  pro- 
vision to  warrant  the  statement  that  tiie  Gov- 
ernment is  pledged  to  deposit  with  the  States 
the  means  of  her  own,  wnich  are  necessary  to 
conduct  her  own  concerns?  Sir,  such  a  con- 
stmction  of  the  act,  and  such  a  policy,  is  revolt- 
ing to  every  economist  and  correct  judge  ot 
ordinary  dealings  and  business  habits. 


Tbtjbsdat,  September  21. 

Sanhrupt  Zaio. 

Vi.  Tbomab,  ch^rman  of  the  Oommittee  on 
the  Judiciiiry,  rose  and  stated  that  he  had  been 
instmoted  by  that  committee  to  state  to  the 
House  that  uie  committee  had  this  day  adopted 
ft  reeolatioQ  that  it  is  inejqpedient  to  report  a 


bankrupt  law  at  this  q>edal  seasien  of  On- 
gress. 

l%e  Fovrth  Iiutalmeni  Bid. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  amendmeBt 
of  Mr.  PioKBNS  to  strike  from  the  bill  die  is- 
definite  clause  "  till  further  movision  by  law,* 
and  insert  "  the  first  day  of  January,  188t." 

"Hi.  Joma,  of  Yirpnia,  said :  It  has  been  cm- 
tended,  tJiat  an  expectation  has  bem  raised  on 
the  part  of  the  States,  that  the  transfer  vonH 
be  made ;  that,  upon  the  fiuth  of  that  eqieeta- 
tion,  the  States  bad  actually  gone  on  to  sppro- 
priate  the  amount ;  and  that  sndi  expectatiai 
should  not  now  be  disappointed.  This,  sir,  nuj 
be  true,  and  I  doubt  not  is  true,  as  to  iiumj  d 
the  States ;  it  may  be  that  the  course  of  kp- 
lation  on  the  part  of  the  States  may  ralgMt 
them  to  very  serious  inconvenience,  and  pMsi- 
bly  to  loss.  But  the  inquiry  immediatdj  n- 
curs :  Whose  act  was  it  that  produced  the  diffi- 
culties with  the  States  ?  It  was  the  aotioB  of 
the  States  themselves  through  their  Legidi- 
tures:  action,  too,  taken  by  them,  with  fbH 
knowledge  that  the  money  so  applied  wat  nei- 
ther given  nor  loaned,  but  mertuy  depositod; 
liable  to  be  called  for  at  any  moment  when  ibe 
wants  of  the  Government  diould  render  neoei- 
sary  its  return.  And  the  argument  from  ioeoD- 
venienoe,  if  it  be  worth  any  thing,  is  just  aa 
conclusive  to  prove  that  the  amount^  when  de- 
posited, could  at  no  future  day  be  called  for; 
for  I  presume  it  will  never  be  entirely  oonres- 
ient  to  pay  back  the  amount  It  proves  tint 
what  was  intended  and  declared  to  be  a  mere 
deposit  for  aafe-keeping,  was,  in  truth  ud  is 
fact,  a  gift,  absolute  and  nnconditional ;  that 
such  was  never  the  intentian  of  Congre*  is 
rendered  too  plain  by  the  terms  of  the  la*  it- 
self to  admit  even  of  doubt 

But  suppose  it  shall  now  be  determined  to 
pay  over  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  Stttee; 
now  is  the  amount  to  be  raised  ?    It  is  not  in 
the  Treasury ;  for  to  all  practical  pnrpoM  ve 
have  very  nearly  an  empty  Treasury :  by  t™ 
I  mean  that  the  avtulable  means,  at  the  diqwul 
of  the  Secretary,  are  not  sufficient  to  meet  tii« 
demands  upon  it    How,  then,  is  the  monex Jj) 
be  raised  ?    I  presume  by  a  loan  of  some  kin^ 
with  the  feith  of  the  Government  p'e^f*^ 
its  redemption ;  but  ultimately  to  be  di8(£sW 
and  paid  ofl^  through  the  ordinary  chaniteb  of 
taxation  upon  the  people.   It  follows,  thai,  tw 
the  people  are  to  be  taxed  to  raise  mone^  to 
distribute  among  the  people.    Ton  moat  gf^ 
ciously  give  them  with  one  hand,  and  take  taw 
with  tiie  otiier  a  like  amount;  increased,  bo«- 
ever,  by  the  costs,  and  charges  of  oolleotiffli; 
and,  also,  by  tiie  amount  of  interest  that  mv 
have  accrued  on  the  loan.     The  cwdj^ 
seems  to  me  inevitable,  that  the  passsge  of  w 
bill  now  under  consideration  will  give  to  t» 
fourth  instalment  its  proper  direction,  ^Jr^ 
ing  it  in  a  condition  to  be  applied  to  tl"*  W')' 
mate  purp<»es  of  the  Government^  for  whK»  » 
was  origmaUy  intended. 
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Hi.  Axbmsxos  Mid:  In  whatever  light  it 
may  be  viewed,  the  qoeetion  seem*  to  be, 
whether  ve  shall  borrow  monej  for  the  sake 
of  depositing  it  with  \he  States.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  SsBexAXT,)  who 
iddressed  the  committee  some  dayg  since,  was 
raderstood  to  admit  there  wonld  be  a  deflciencj 
in  the  Treasarj,  bat  to  contend  that  the  Secre- 
tatj  was  bound  to  make  this  deposit,  if  there 
were  no  action  of  Congress  on  the  snbjeot ;  and 
that  the  question  was  whether  we  would  stop 
this  appropriation.  Now  he  (ili.  A.)  thought 
it  incofflbent  on  gentlemen  to  say  how  the  Seo- 
retarj  oonld,  by  any  possibility,  do  this,  nnlese 
there  be  some  action  of  Clongress  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  thought  it  incumbent  also  on  those 
who  contended  there  is  sach  a  vast  amount  of 
money  in  the  Treasury,  to  inform  the  Secretary 
where  it  may  be  found.  Nor  could  he  conceive 
it  to  be  other  than  a  misapplication  of  terms  to 
call  this  an  appropriation. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  Qli.  Bnx) 
has  said  that  be  views  the  question  of  making 
the  deposit  of  the  last  instalment  with  tha 
States  as  a  question  of  fiuth,  like  that  of  mak- 
int  payment  to  any  other  creditor.  To  him 
(Hr.  A.)  the  position  that  this  was  a  oontraot, 
aeemed  utterly  untenable.  Are  the  States  our 
creditors  to  the  amount  of  the  last  instalment  ? 
What  coD«deration  have  we  received  for  it  ? 
Has  the  money  already  deposited,  gone  to  pay 
our  debts  to  the  States  t  The  gentlemaa  from 
Ohio  (lb.  Looids^  contends  that  the  Stetes  fur- 
nish a  consideration,  because  they  are  obliged 
to  agree  to  accept  the  money,  and  to  pledge  the 
faith  of  tiie  States  for  its  repayment.  Now,  this 
ftct,  to  Mr.  A.'8  mind,  showed  it  to  be  a  de- 
post,  else  why  so  much  cantion  as  to  securing 
the  repayment  of  the  money  when  needed! 
All  the  guards  and  securities  to  this  end,  prove 
that  it  was  tite  money  of  the  United  States,  and 
not  that  of  the  States.  The  deposit  law  of  1680, 
both  in  its  letter  and  in  its  spirit,  is  a  law  for 
the  eafe-keeping  of  the  money  of  the  United 
States.  We  have  power  to  withdraw  the 
money  after  its  deposit,  if  we  need  it,  and,  of 
Morse,  to  withhold  it.  The  law  was  tMised  on 
the  supposition  of  a  snrplns  in  the  Treasury, 
»id  an  available  surplus. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  said  that 
he  eon»dered  this  a  question  whether  our  ex- 
penditures were  to  be  reduced  now  or  never, 
aod  contends  that  the  expenditures  under  ex- 
isting impropriations  can  be  so  reduced  as  to 
supersede  any  necessity  of  postponing  the  last 
instalment.  It  seemed  to  mm  (Mr.  A.)  that 
this  is  shown  to  be  utterly  impracticable.  All 
upendituree  have  already  been  postponed  in 
the  Secretary's  estimates,  which,  after  a  most 
csiefal  investigation,  it  was  found  oould  prop- 
erly be  diapenwd  wiui  for  the  present.  It  must 
^  apparent  tliat  the  greatest  redaction  which 
coold,  by  any  possibility,  be  made  in  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  last  three  months  of  this  year, 
wonld  not  affect  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  to 
SB  an^qnt  saffiueut  to  nukke  any  differenoo  in 


the  aspect  of  the  question  under  oonaderation. 
As  to  t^e  reference  made  by  that  gentleman  to 
the  sum  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers,  it 
seemed  only  necessary  to  recollect  that  this 
sum  is  not  in  the  Treasury,  and  can  in  no  man- 
ner be  made  applicable  by  the  Secretary  in  the 
manner  contended  for.  Money  in  the  hands  of 
disbursing  officers  is  charged,  at  once,  to  ^>pro- 
priations  which  are,  by  that,  so  much  reduced ; 
and  of  the  amount  returned  by  the  last  reports 
as  in  the  hands  of  those  ofBcers,  half  of  it  is 
actoally  expended,  and  all  the  remainder  eoD- 
tracted  for.  Should  works  under  c<mtract  be 
stopped,  every  one  must  perceive  it  would  be 
a  source  of  great  expense  and  loss.  We  should 
be  beset  with  application  after  applicatimi  for 
damages  on  account  of  breaches  of  those  con- 
tracts ;  and  it  requires  but  very  little  acquaint- 
ance with  such  Bub^eote  to  convince  us  at  once 
that  the  responsibilities  and  the  expense  thus 
incurred  would,  by  tar,  oonnterbalance  any  ad- 
vantage that  conld  aoeme  to  the  Treasury.  He 
(Mr.  A.)  believed  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
friends  of  the  administration  would  be  found 
as  ready  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to 
do  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  exti-avagant 
appropriations.  That  gentleman  has  said  that 
the  professions  of  economy  of  tliis  administra- 
tion, like  those  of  the  last,  were  hoUow.  In 
regaii  to  the  professions  of  the  last  administra- 
tion, perhaps  ue  (Mr.  A.)  ought  to  defer  to  the 
greater  experience  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, and  his  superior  opportunities  of  Judg- 
ing. He  had,  however,  been  inclined  to  be- 
lieve them  sincere,  and  before  he  admitted  the 
justice  of  the  gentleman's  imputaticm,  he  would 
uke  to  inquire  whether  the  friends  of  the  gen- 
tleman, the  National  Republicans  of  the  North, 
who  have  been  characterized  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pickkns)  as  having 
reform  on  their  lips  and  extravagance  in  their 
hearts,  had  nothing  to  do  with  these  extrava- 
gant appropriationa.  But  it  did  seem  to  hint 
(Mr.  A.)  thi^of  all  the  extravagance  ever  heard 
o^  of  all  the%xtravaganoe  which  it  ever  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,  the  greatest 
is  that  proposed  by  the  opponentis  of  this  bilL 
It  is  to  borrow  money  for  the  purpose  of  giving, 
it  away — according  to  the  views  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Undbrwood,)  who 
contends  that  the  States  have  a  right  to  retain 
this  money  after  they  once  get  it — or  borrow 
money  and  pay  interest  tor  it,  that  it  may  be 
kept  safely  for  us  by  the  States,  who  pay  no 
interest  1  In  either  view  of  the  subject,  be 
called  on  gentlemen  to  show  that  this  is  not  the 
worst  of  extravManoe. 

Mr.  FosTBB  said  he  wonld  ask  the  friends  of 
the  administration  on  that  floor,  and  tiiose  who 
voted  for  the  bill  originally,  and  who  intended 
to  carry  it  out  into  complete  effect,  to  meet  on 
some  oommcm  ground,  and  fulfil,  as  nearly  as 
the  exigency  wm  permit,  the  original  intention 
of  that  bilL  He  wonld  recommend  for  that 
purpose  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Soath  Oani^na,  (tb.  Floxiw,)  which  proposes 
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ft  postponement  of  the  fourth  instalment  For, 
sir,  asLed  Mr.  F.,  does  any  one  pretend  that  the 
GoTemment  shall  never  pay  over  this  last  in- 
■talment  ?  That  ooald  not  be  pretended,  under 
the  pl^  and  obvioos  intention  of  the  act  of 
188S.  Why  not,  then,  acoept  the  amendment 
anggested  f  Mr.  F.  believed  something,  if  not 
th^  most  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the  Treaa- 
Dry.  The  avanable  fiinds  at  the  command  of 
the  Qovemment  would  go  but  a  short  war 
towards  the  liquidation  of  this  fourth  instal- 
ment. It  was  not  to  be  paid  over,  aooordiog 
to  the  terms  of  the  act,  withont  resorting  to 
some  kind  of  debt,  either  by  borrowing,  or  by 
an  increase  of  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes. 
Under  this  aspect  of  affairs,  he  would  be  com- 
pelled to  go  for  the  bill,  if  no  nibstitnte  or 
amendment  were  provided.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pickxns)  proposed  to 
postpone  the  payment  of  the  last  sum  due  the 
Btates  until  January  Ist,  1889.  In  the  mean 
time  we  can  look  around  us,  retrench  our  ex- 
penditures, benefit  by  experience,  and  ascertain 
1^  without  detriment,  we  can  deposit  with  the 
States  what  we  must  all  certainly  admit  is  hon- 
estiy  due  them.  Can  tiiere  be  any  objection  to 
this  course— to  tiie  assumption  of  this  common 
ground? 

Mr.  Bbioos  said :  Can  this  Government  now 
withhold  the  foorth  instalment  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  States,  and  not  violate  the  plain  pro- 
visions of  their  own  law  ? 

The  money  was  to  be  passed  over  to  the 
States  in  four  equal  instalments,  at  fixed  periods. 
It  was  to  be  reptud  by  them  when  wanted  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  meet  appro- 
priations made  by  law,  in  ratable  proportions, 
and  in  sums  not  exceeding  a  certain  amount  by 
any  one  State.  No  provision  in  law  authorizes 
tiie  Secretary  to  withhold,  in  any  state  of  the 
case,  any  portion  of  the  money.  N  or  does  Con- 
gress reserve  to  itaelf  the  right  or  power  to  do 
any  such  thing. 

The  gentieman  from  Virginia  ^Mr.  Johks) 
asks  if  Congress  meant  tiiat  this  nroney  should 
l>e  deposited  with  the  States,  if  the  Govern- 
ment should  want  it  for  its  own  purposes  !  I 
answer,  tliat  Congress  intended  that  all  the 
money  which  should  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  1887,  aftw  deducting  five 
millions  of  dollars,  should  be  deposited  with  the 
States.  To  prove  this  intention,  I  refer  to  the 
explicit,  unambiguous,  and  unquedified  language 
of  their  own  uw,  made  to  accompli^  tms 
identical  purpose. 

The  gentieman  tnm  Virginia  saya,  the  fact 
that  this  thirty-seven  millions  were  to  be  paid 
to  the  States  by  instalments  does  not  change 
the  character  of  the  transaction  between  the 
General  Government  and  the.  States.  I  concur 
with  him  fully.  The  instalments  were  arranged 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  banks,  who  hdd 
&at  money  on  deposit.  As  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  States,  the  case  is  the  same  as 
tbough  the  whole  amount  had  been  paid  out  at 
once.    If  it  had  been  so  paid,  neither  the  Sec- 


retary, imder  the  law,  nor  Gongreas,  by  m* 
legislation,  would  have  had  the  ri^t  to  retd 
the  money  in  any  different  manner  than  is  p«- 
vided  by  the  terms  of  the  law  as  proposed  t^ 
and  aooq>ted  by,  the  States.  This  fourth  it- 
stalment  constitutes  a  much  larger  amooat  tine 
could  be  demanded  from  the  Statea,  and  canoot 
therefore,  in  good  fidth  to  ibem,  be  witfabeU 
without  their  consent  What  Congresi  voeU 
have  done  it  they  had  antioip^Ued  a  diSerat 
state  of  the  Treasory  is  one  thing ;  what  tixf 
actually  did,  and  what  are  the  ri^ti  of  tin 
States  resulting  fr<»a  their  action,  is  entitdj 
another  thing. 


Fbidat,  September  22. 
7%«  Iburth  Jiutalment  BUL 

Mr.  SmuT,  of  New  York,  said  that  the  fist 
and  great  question  for  the  House  to  decide, « 
a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Federal  Goren- 
ment,  was  this :  What  are  the  obligatioos  t«t- 
ing  upon  Congress,  in  ihe  relation  which  it 
holds  to  the  several  States,  for  the  payment  d 
the  fonrd)  instalment  under  the  depodt  td  d 
1886  ?  Has  our  past  action  raised  Just  and  m- 
sonable  expectations  on  the  part  of  the  St^ 
that  this  money  would  be  paid ;  and  hare  thctt 
expectations  led  to  important  arrangemeDtsI); 
the  States,  deeply  ana  seriously  affecting  Hie 
interests  of  the  people  I  _  If  so,  then  hate  o^ 
gations  and  duties  been  imposed  upon  nsTbidi 
could  not  be  disregarded  without  vldatiD^  &< 
faith  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  fiing.t 
stain  upon  the  national  honor.  That  our  pw- 
tion  in  this  matter  might  be  dearly  eeeo,^ 
would  only  be  necessary  to  recur  to  the  Ut  of 
Congress  for  regnl^ing  the  deposits  of  the  pn^ 
lie  money,  passed  on  the  28d  of  June,  18SS,  m 
to  the  action  of  the  several  States  coDBefneot 
upon  that  law. 

Under  this  law  it  became  the  du^  of  iM 
Secretary  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  'OO"^ 
the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1837,  m 
to  communicate  that  amount,  together  with  tM 
law  which  appropriated  and  fixed  the  de«tii* 
tion  of  the  money,  to  the  several  States  «s  •" 
entire  proposition  for  their  acceptance  or  ^ 
tion.  Thw  duty  was  performed  by  that  o^, 
as  appears  by  a  communication  made  "ij'^ 
to  Congress  in  January,  1887,  in  *!"«'' " 
says : 

■  "IseixetheeariiestoocsaiontotafoniiOinigwS" 
Uie  measures  adopted  by  this  Department  mrtet «' 
lit  instant,  in  oompUanoe  with  the  ISth  **», 
the  act  r^ulating  the  deposits  of  the  pnbte»»^ 

"  The  baUnce  in  the  Treasuiy  on  that «/. j^ 
was  Bul^ect  to  be  apportioned  among  "'V'v'j 
States,  has,  on  the  priaciidea  of  the  act,  »•««*?* 
by  the  Attorney-General,  and  exphdnpd  »  o/  "^ 
annual  report,  been  ascertained  to  bo  $87,»8,8»»   • 

"  The  division  (rf  this  monev  in  detaU  *^^ 
several  States  may  be  seen  in  the  document  •nno"' 
(malted  A)" 

That  dooament  (comtinned  Mr.  &)«•»»»  *'" 
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distributive  portion  accruing  to  my  own  Statd 
(New  Ywk)  to  be  $5,853,694  28. 

It  bad  been  said,  by  the  friends  of  tbis  bill, 
that  the  law  of  June,  1836,  did  not  propose  to 
deposit  a  sum  certain.  Tbe  maxim  that  that  is 
certain  which  may  be  rendered  oerttun,  is  a 
Bofficient  answer  to  sncb  an  objection.  Besides, 
the  ram  designated  by  the  law  was  actually 
rendered  eertain  in  the  maimer  contemplated 
by  the  act,  as  appears  by  the  statement  of  the 
ofiSoer  charged  with  that  duty. 

Tbe  proposition,  then,  made  by  the  Federal 
Govemment  on  the  one  part,  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  State  of  New  York  (equally  inde- 
pendent, and  as  competent  to  contract)  of  tbe 
other  part,  was,  in  substance,  this :  We  agree 
to  depiosit  with  yon,  for  your  use,  the  simi  of 
$5,852,964  28,  in  quarter-yearly  instalments, 
if  yon  will  agree  to  receive  that  sum  and  safely 
to  keep  and  repay  it,  when  duly  demanded,  by 
iaatalments  not  exceeding  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars each,  upon  thirty  days'  previous  notice  of 
each  instalment. 

What  was  the  response  of  New  York  to  this 
proposition?  Did  sue  say  that  she  would  re- 
ceive, safely  keep,  and  return  any  fractional 
part  of  the  stipulated  sum — as  one-hal^  or 
three-fourths?  Ko,  sir  I  (said  Mr.  S.)  She 
accepted  your  proposition,  and  your  whole 
propontioii.  in  all  its  parts  and  proportions. 
Yon  tended  her  an  entire  contract,  tbe  essence 
of  which  were,  the  amount  to  be  deposited,  the 
tnnes  of  deposit,  and  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  rqutyment.  She  closed  with  yon  upon  that 
contract,  in  all  its  length  and  breadth,  and  has 
never  assented  to  change  or  modification.  In 
January,  '87,  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  that 
State,  representing  its  sovereignty,  "struck 
hands  "  with  this  uie  Federal  Government,  and 
plighted,  in  solemn  form,  its  faith,  and  the  honor 
of  ita  people,  for  the  performance  of  those 
terma,  -which,  being  accepted,  drew  after  them 
reciprocal  obligations  of  faith  and  duty  on  your 
part.  IMd  New  York  place  reliance  upon  that 
f^th?  Judge  of  her  confidence  by  her  con- 
duct. ]fin£tal  of  your  interests,  and  her  own 
obligations,  she  made  prompt  provision  by  law 
for  the  safe  investment  of  every  dollar  of  the 
money  yon  had  so  proffered  for  her  acceptance. 
In  ftall  reliance  on  your  fidelity  to  engage- 
raenta,  she  i^>portioned  the  entire  sum  among 
her  peoples  and  sent  out  her  loan  oflJoers  into 
the  several  counties  to  pay  over  the  amount 
actually  reeeived,  and  to  issue  anthorixed  and 
fffficial  certificates  for  the  payment  of  the  bal- 
uioe.  These  ofScershave  performed  their  duty. 
rhey  bave  lent  the  whole  five  millions,  and  for 
jie  aecnrity  of  its  repayment  have  taken  bonds 
lad  mortgages.  And  while  we  are  here  del>at- 
ing  -whether  this  last  instalment  (amounting  to 
nearly  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  iq>pro- 
priated  to  the  State  of  New  York  by  the  act  of 
1836,  and  actually  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  last  January)  be  now  anywhere  in  ex- 
istence, the  mortgt^  of  the  landholders  of 
that  gxeat  State  are  dnly  ezeooted  and  reoord- 


ed,  for  securing  the  "  safis-keeping  and  employ- 
ment "  of  that  identical  money,  according  to 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  your  contract 

There  exists,  then,  (continued  Mr.  S.,)  a  con- 
trdct,  compact,  or  agreement — call  it  what  yon 
will— deliberately  formed  between  independent 
sovereignties,  under  all  the  sanctions  and  sol- 
emnities used  and  approved  by  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  each  of  which  has  enters  upon 
tlie  execution  of  the  contract,  and  assumed  all 
the  liabilities  contemplated  by  it.  It  is  now 
proposed  by  one  party  to  this  agreement,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  other,  to  set  at  naught 
some  of  its  essential  provisions.  This,  it  is 
urged,  may  be  lawfully  done,  because  our  en- 
gagements are  not  upheld  by  a  valid  considera- 
tion ;  and  the  genius  of  the  old  common  law  is 
invoked  and  thrust  between  this  Government 
and  its  Just  accountabilities.  Sir,  it  will  be 
time  enough  for  the  Federal  Government  to 
seek  refuge  behind  the  narrow  and  technical 
rules  of  the  common  law  when  she  acknowl- 
edges its  jurisdiction  over  her,  and  consents  to 
become  a  party  litigant  t>efore  our  Judicial  tri- 
bunals, and  yields  oi)edience  to  their  mandates. 
But  while  she  stands  aloof  from  all  these,  a  law 
unto  herself,  and  a  fountain  of  law  unto  others, 
it  does  not  become  her  to  intrench  herself  be- 
hind the  defences  of  a  system  to  which  tin  does 
not  acknowledge  suljection. 

Mr.  GuBRMAK  SEdd :  I  contend  that  the  deposit 
act  is  not  such  a  contract  as  has  been  pretend- 
ed. It  is  a  mere  gratuity,  which  cannot  form 
the  basis  of  a  le^  contract .  Neither  does  it 
lay  the  United  States  under  any  moral  obliga- 
tion to  deposit  money  with  the  several  States 
which  she  does  not  now  possess.  Suppose,*  sir, 
that  one  individual  should  say  to  another  that  he 
would  make  him  a  present  of  a  certain  article, 
at  a  certain  tbne  and  place;  and  suppose,  fur- 
ther, that  article  should  be  accidentally  de- 
stroyed ;  would  that  individual  be  under  any 
legal,  or  even  moral  obligation  to  perfect  that 
benevolent  design  ?  No,  sir,  there  is  not  a  gen- 
tieman  on  this  floor  who  will  contend  for  the 
fulfilment  of  such  a  promise,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  lays  the  foundation  of  a  legal  contract, 
which  can  be  enforced  by  suit  at  law. 

Again,  rir;  suppose  one  individual  should 
say  to  another  that  he 'had  in  the  hands  of  his 
agent 'the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  f(« 
which  he  had  no  present  use.  This  sum  you 
may  have,  with  all  the  b^iefits  you  can  derive 
from  it,  until  he  should  be  under  the  necessity 
of  calling  for  it ;  when  he  should  return  it  to 
the  owner.  And  it  Is  fhr&er  -agreed,  that  the 
same  shall  be  delivered  over  in  four  equal  faistal- 
ments,  in  one,  two,  three,  and  four  months.  Now, 
suppose,  sir,  three  of  the  above  instalments  to 
have  been  delivered  over  agreeably  to  the 
above-mentioned  promise,  but  l>efore  the  time 
arrives  for  delivenng  the  fourth  instalment,  the 
gentieman  who  made  the  proposition  is  -visited 
by  some  unexpected  oalwnity;  his  property 
engulfed  in  the  ocean,  or  fire  may  have  oonsom- 
ed  to  ashes  his  dw^Hngs,  by  whichoalamityheia 


Digitized  by 


Google 


476 


ABRIDaMBNT  OP  THE 


H.  or  B.] 


liitrik  TnXthtemt  BO. 


I 


van. 


wholly  unable  to  complete  hU  original  design. 
Is  here  saoh  a  contract  as  coold  be  legally  en- 
forced in  a  court  of  jostice !  Wonld  there  be 
even  the  lightest  moral  obligation  resting  upon 
that  indiTidoal,  after  having  been  providential- 
ly deprived  of  the  means  of  ftalfllling  his  design, 
to  hand  over  the  fourth  instalment 'as  above 
mentioned  f  No,  sir,  every  gentleman  must  be 
compelled,  if  he  intends  to  abide  the  truth,  y> 
answer  this  question  in  the  negative.  The  per- 
son to  whom  such  an  overture  was  made  would 
not  hare  the  hardihood  to  assert  any  such 
daim.  He  could  not  look  his  friend  in  the 
face,  and  tell  him  that  he  was  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  faith.  Ko,  he  would  blu^  to  make 
a  charge  of  that  sort. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  case  as  above  supposed, 
I  have  given  yon,  as  I  think,  a  very  fair  expo- 
rition  of  the  deposit  law  of  June,  1886.  That 
law  was  to  regtuate  the  deposits  of  the  surplus 
revenue  of  the  General  Government.  Three 
instalments  of  that  surplus  have  been  delivered 
over  to  the  several  States,  agreeably  to  the  re- 
quisitions of  that  act ;  but  before  the  time  had 
arrived  for  transmitting  to  the  States  the  fourth 
instalment,  she  finds  her  financial  affiurs  in  such 
a  situation  as  to  leave  her  without  any  surplus 
to  deposit  How  can  there  be  any  l^al  or 
moral  obligation  on  the  i>art  of  the  United 
States  to  deposit  a  surplus  revenue  which  she 
does  not  possess  ?  It  is  folly  as  well  as  mad- 
ness to  make  any  such  pretensions. 

Mr.  HoLSBT  said:  Sir,  we  have  strong  ap- 
peals to  the  fidth  of  this  Government  to  ftilnl 
the  ezpectaUons  of  the  States,  founded  upon 
the  deposit  act  of  1836.  I  deny  the  obligation. 
I  cdn  safely  appeal  to  the  virtue  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  people,  and  ask  whether  they  de- 
sire for  State  purposes  the  money  collected  by 
tliis  Government,  when  it  is  necessary  for  Fed- 
eral purposes  ?  Is  the  f^d  necessary  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  Government!  This  is  the 
question.  Let  us  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary. This  report  has  been  condemned  by 
the  opponents  of  the  bill  as  mysterious  and  in- 
comprehensible. Be  this  as  it  may  as  to  the 
details,  the  aggregate  of  means  and  liabilities  is 
set  down  so  pl^nly  that  "  he  who  runs  may 
read," 

The  amount  of  means  in  the  Treasury  for  the 
current  year,  in  round  numbers,  is  twenty-six 
millions  of  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  nine  mil- 
lions due  under  the  fonrth  instalment,  and 
which  is  not  a  part  of  the  income  of  the  present 
year.  The  amount  of  expenditure,  by  virtoe 
of  appropriations,  is  thirty-two  millions,  leav- 
ing a  balance  of  rix  millions  against  the  Treas- 
ury, or  a  deficit  to  that  amount.  This  debt  of 
six  millions  cannot  be  paid  except  by  a  resort 
to  the  fourth  instalment,  or  to  those  transfers 
which  have  already  been  made  with  the  States. 
Shall  we  give  them  the  fourth  instalment  in 
the  left  hand,  and  draw  from  them  with  the 
right,  under  the  provisions  of  the  deposit  act  f 
It  is  more  easy  to  deposit  money  with  the 
States  than  to  collect  »  from  than.    Sir,  the 


{irocess  of  collection  will  be  fraagfat  with  de- 
ays,  dangers,  colMona,  between  ue  two  Oo*^ 
emments,  which  will  leave  your  Treasary  to- 
tally unable  to  pay  the  appropriaaona.     It  is ' 
alrMdy  announced  in  this  nail  that  the  depositt 
with  the  States  are  a  gift  to  them.    Maay  of 
the  States  have  made  permanent  inveatoMBts 
of  this  ftand.    Some  have  deposited  it  witk 
banks,  to  be  loaned  to  the  people.    AD  wffl 
feel  reluctant  to  return  it    If  we  migfat  jodf* 
from  the  tone  of  debate,  some  (rf  the  Btalw 
wonld^  as  their  representatives  have  dona,  at- 
tempt to  "  argue  tbe  seal  from  the  band,**  aad 
prove  tiie  lotm  to  be  a  gift    The  difficol^  is 
inherent  in  tbe  nature  of  donands  upon  p«B(- 
ical  bodies ;  the  same  which  existed  under  tlte 
Oonfedention.    Some  will  refuse  to  pay  mda 
colorable  pretexts,  and  none  will  pay  witfaoit . 
all  will  pay  I    We  must  therefore,  discard  tbe 
idea  of  drawing  upon  the  States  for  tbe  flmds 
already  on  deposit  with  them.    The  only  ex- 
pedient left  is  to  arrest  the  nine  millioim  daa 
under  the  last  instalment    This  amonnt  in  tiw 
deposit  banks  will  not,  in  all  {ntibability,  oanod 
the  debt  of  six  millions.    Indeed,  the  geoeni 
and  signal  failure  of  those  institutions  to  comply 
with  their  engagements  raiders  it  doubtiiil 
whether  any  considerable  portion  of  it  can-  be 
collected.    But  aa  far  as  tius  fiind  can  go  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  Government,  it  sfaoold 
go.    It  is  not  Intimate  to  divert  it  to  any 
other  object    Bnt  six  millions  of  excess  of  ex- 
penditure is  a  minimum  point ;  one  to  which 
all  will,  and,  I  believe,  have  agreed. 

Mr.  Fairfikld  said :  I  need  not  say  that  be- 
ing opposed  to  the  original  act  in  its  inoeption, 
and  in  all  its  subsequent  stages  and  proceswi,  I 
am  of  course  in  favor  of  the  bill  now  proposiiig 
the  postponement  of  the  payment  of  tlie  foortk 
instalment  But  it  is  said  by  several  gentie- 
men  that  we  cannot  lawfrilly  withhold  uis  in- 
stalment That  the  States  have  acquired  a 
vested  right  in  it,  by  virtue  of  a  contract  Sir, 
I  had  thought  that  the  doctrine  of  vested  rights 
bad  bec<nne  safiSciently  odious  throu^  the  in- 
discreet use  of  it  by  its  friends,  without  at- 
tempting to  apply  it  to  this  case.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ma^achnsetts  (Mr.  Brioos)  has  Isr 
bored  to  show  that  there  is  a  contract  betwees 
the  States  and  the  Government  of  the  Cnited 
States,  and  upon  the  esteblishment  of  that  point 
seemed  to  consider  the  right  of  the  States  to 
the  instalment  as  clearly  made  out  Now,  A; 
does  one  follow  the  other  ?  It  appears  to  n* 
not  If  it  be  a  contract,  the  next  inqoiiy  is, 
what  are  its  terms,  and  is  it  a  binding  and  vaM 
one  ?  And  for  the  purposes  of  this  argnment,  it 
may  be  admitted  to  be  a  contract  All  baibacnto 
are  contracts.  This  is  one  kind  of  baibncat, 
and,  therefore,  a  contract  It  falls  within  titft 
class  of  bailments,  technically  denominated  in 
law  "  deposit"  which  is  the  bailment  of  a  tbng 
by  one  to  another,  to  l>e  returned  when  the 
bailor  calls  for  it.  By  this,  the  bailee  aoqairH 
no  right  or  title  to  the  thing  bailed,  or  to  its 
use,  bnt  is  bound  to  restore  it  when  oalled  kt. 
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On  the  part  of  the  United  States  this  bail- 
memt  of  moaej  to  the  States  was  merely  gratn- 
itoDB ;  and  there  was  ne  such  consideration  in 
the  case  as  to  render  the  contract  a  legal 
and  Talid  one.    Bnt  it  is  said  there  was  a 
■prannse  on  the  part  of  the  States  to  pay  back 
th«  money,  and  this  constitnted  a  good  consid- 
eration.   Sir,  as  well  might  I  set  np  a  legal 
claim  to  my  neighbor's  horse — ay,  to  a  vested 
right  in  him,  because  my  neighbor,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  spirit  of  oonrtesy  and  kindness,  said 
I  mif^t  have  the  nse  of  his  horse  at  any  time, 
OD  jnj  promise  to  return  him.    Bnt  the  gen- 
tleman £rom  New  York  (Mr.  SiBLtr)  has  un- 
dertaken to  show  that  there  was  a  good  con- 
sideration np<m  strict  common  law  principles, 
and  has  quoted  from  the  old  books  the  definition 
of  a  go(M  consideration  to  be  "a  charge  or 
tiODble  to  one  party,  or  a  ben^t  to  the  other ;" 
both  of  which,  he  says,  exist  in  this  case.    The 
States,  it  is  said,  incoired  charges  and  trouble 
in  reoeiying  and  keeping  this  money,  and  the 
General  Government  derived  a  benefit  in  hav- 
ing it  kept  for  them.    Sir,  I  most  confess  I 
was  not  prepared  to  hear  such  a  position  as 
this  taken.    Can  it,  in  any  sense,  be  said  to  be 
a  charge  or  trouble  to  a  State  to  receive  a  large 
snm  ot  m<mey,  and  use  it  for  an  indefinite 
period  without  paying  interest  for  it  ?    If  so,  I 
know  of  a  great  many  people  who  would  like 
to  be  troubled  in  the  same  way ;  and  I  cannot 
Bay  that  I  diould  have  any  very  serious  objec- 
tions to  it  myselt    Again :  how  can  it  be  said, 
in  any  ]»?opw  sense  of  tlie  term,  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  Government  derive  a  benefit  from 
the  transaction  ?    Just  look  at  the  facts.    The 
Government  have  a  large  surplus,  which  they 
do  not  want  to  use,  lying  in  the  depodt  banks, 
and  for  which  the  Government  is  drawing  in- 
terest.    This  suiplus  the  Government  with- 
draws trom  the  banks,  and  deposits  with  the 
States,  to  be  kept  by  them  without  the  pay- 
ment of  interest.    And  this  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  calls  a  benefit  to  the  United  States 
Government  I    Sir,  I  cannot  conceive  of  a  more 
pdpaUe  perversion  of  our  mother  tongue. 


Satubdat,  September  28. 
Fourth  Iiuttalmtnt  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  OAitBBKLExa,  the  House 
tiien  went  again  into  Ck>mmittee  of  the  Whole 
a  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hatnbb,  of 
6eot;pa,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  con- 
rideration  of  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  in- 
riahnent  of  deposit  with  the  States. 

Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  said :  It  has  been  ocm- 
teaded  that  the  faith  of  the  Government  is 
bUgfated,  because  an  expectation  of  the  money 
has  been  created  among  the  States,  under  the 
law  of  Congress ;  and  that  to  withhold  it  would 
be  a  breach  of  that  faith.  Now,  I  will  ask 
gmtlemen  who  use  this  argument,  how  it  is  reo- 
cnoilaUe  with  the  proposition  made  by  the 
hontnable  gentleman  nt>m  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Bux,)  or  acquiesced  la  by  him,  if  c(nniog  from 


another  quarter,  to  repeal  and  withhold  firomfive 
to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  appropriated  by  law, 
to  build  harbors,  light-houses,  breakwaters,  and 
roads  ?  Would  not  such  a  repeal  of  af^ropri- 
ations  be  equally  a  breach  of  the  plighted  faiUt 
of  the  nation,  that  such  moneys  were  to  be  ex- 
pended for  such  works  t  Sir,  I  see  no  distinc- 
tion in  the  principle  of  the  two  measures,  and 
in  neither  do  }  see  any  thing  that  resembles  a 
violation  of  the  public  faith. 

Sir,  those  who  expose  this  postponement  or 
repeu  of  the  fourth  instalment,  regardless  of 
the  necessitous  condition  of  the  Treasury,  and 
on  the  principle  of  distribution,  pervert  the 
purpose  of  the  deposit  act ;  and  I  confess  I  was 
not  a  little  surprised  when  I  heard  the  gentle- 
man troTu  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  BmoLx,)  and 
afterwards  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Loo- 
loa,)  oppose  it  on  the  ground  that  it  would  de- 
prive their  respective  States  of  a  certain  amount 
of  dollars  and  cents  I  Pennsylvania,  says  the 
former  gentleman,  will  be  compelled  to  aban- 
don a  million  of  dollars  if  this  bill  should  pass. 
Ohio,  says  the  latter  gentleman,  will  lose  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  if  this  bill  becomes 
a  law.  Why,  sir,  to  me  it  i4>pear8  wholly  un- 
worthy of  the  people  of  these  two  great  States, 
to  allow  the  mere  consideration  of  benefit  or 
lose  in  dollars  and  cents  to  enter  into  either 
their  support  or  opposition  of  this  bill.  I  have 
heard  it  remarked  upon  this  floor,  in  other 
days,  that  no  people  like  those  of  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  States  were  governed  by  entirely 
sordid  considerations  in  matters  of  legislation ; 
that  "  no  people  can  see  a  dollar  so  &r  as  they 
can."  But,  sir,  when  it  is  gravely  announced 
upon  this  floor,  that  the  constituents  of  the 
honorable-  gentieman  to  whom  I  have  alluded, 
are  disposed  to  graduate  their  opposition  to 
tiiis  bill  by  the  number  of  dollars  and  cents  it 
may  withhold  from  them,  I  think  the  time  has 
arrived  when  tiie  imputation  of  sordidness,  so 
often  oast  upon  the  people  of  the  Northern 
States,  should  be  withdrawn,  and  applied  to 
other  quarters  of  the  Union. 

[Mr.  LooMis,  of  Ohio,  asked  leave  to  explain. 
He  said  the  gentleman  from  Maine  misunder- 
stood him  in  supposing  that  he  (Mr.  Looms) 
made  the  loss  of  the  fourth  instalment  to  Ohio, 
proposed  by  the  bill,  his  only  reason  or  ground 
of  opposition  to  the  bill ;  that  was  only  one 
ground  of  opposition  to  it.1 

Mr.  Smtte  proceeded.  I  understand  the  i>o- 
sition  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
and  mean  not  to  misrepresent  him.  I  have  not 
indicated  that  this  argument  of  the  honorable 
gentieman  was  his  only  ground  of  oppositioii. 
But,  sir,  it  is  one  of  his  positions,  urged  by  him 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  and 
consequentiy  one  wMch  he  must  have  regarded 
as  worthy  of  tlie  approbation  of  his  ccmstit- 
uents.  I  maintdn,  m  reply,  that  it  is  a  connd- 
eration  wholly  unworthy  the  i4>probation  of 
the  people  of  his  great  State,  and  one  that  is 
unwortiiy  of  influencing  the  le^:i8lation  of 
this  House  upon  this  sutgeot 
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Mr.  Thompson  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  diall 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  mj  colleagae,  as  it 
makes  the  bill  more  acceptable;  bnt  I  ehall 
vote  against  the  bill,  even  if  thus  amended. 
Time  and  reflection  have  onlj  served  to  con- 
firm my  first  impresrions  of  the  wisdom  and 
policy  of  the  lav  deporting  with  the  States  the. 
gnrplns  in  the  Treasury.    The  chief  recommen- 
dation of  that  law,  to  me,  was  not  the  money 
which  it  gave  to  the  States — tnat  was  a  small 
m^^ter ;  bnt  it  was  that  a  fond  was  provided  to 
meet  the  fatare  exigencies  of  the  Government 
—a  fand  which  was  to  be  raised  by  each  par- 
ticnlar  State  in  its  own  way,  with  a  Jost  regard 
to  the  different  interests  of  each  State  which 
conld  best  bear  taxation,  and  not  by  the  mq'or- 
ity  interests  of  the  Gtoeral  Oorernment,  alike 
i^orant  and  reckless,  as  past  experience  has 
proven  it  to  be,  of  the  interest  and  circmn- 
stances  of  the  respective  States.    If  there  were 
now  a  deficiency  of  resources,  I  should  feel 
constrained,  by  the  principles  npon  which  I 
supported  that  bill,  by  plighted  fwth,  and  the 
peculiar  interests  of  those  I  represent,  not  only 
to  j^ve  back  this  fourth  instahnent,  but  all  that 
we  have  received.    No  such  case  exists.    I 
have  examined  the  statement  of  the  resources 
«>f  the  Ctovemment  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,)  and  have  made  the 
calculation  in  various  forms ;  and,  sir,  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  he  has  demonstrated  (for  it  is  a 
matter  of  figures)  that  there  is  no  deficiency 
of  ftmds.    Charging  the  Government  wiUi  aU 
the  demands  upon  it,  induding  the  fond  of 
$87,000,000  set  apart  to  be  distributed  among 
the  States,  the  unexpended  appropriations  of 
last  year,  and  the  appropriations  of  this  year, 
and  you  have  an  aggregate  of  $86,000,000.    Of 
this  sum  the  Secretary  informs  you  that  $16,- 
000,000  cannot  be  expended  during  the  year, 
reducing  the  amount  to  $70,000,000.    The  pay- 
ments made,  and  the  admitted  resources  of  the 
Treasury,  amount  to  $64,000,000;   to  which 
add  $6,000,000  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  oflS- 
cers,  and  yon  have  $69,000,000.    In  this  esti- 
mate, the  accruing  revenue  of  the  last  half  of 
&e  present  year  is  taken,  on  the  statement  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  $7,000,000 ; 
whereas  it  has  been  proven  to  my  entire  satis- 
faction that  it  will  exceed  $9,000,000.    So  that, 
instead  of  a  deficiency,  there  will  be  a  snrplns, 
even  if  you  do  not  withhold  fh>m  the  States 
this  fonrth  instalment.    I  am  nnable  to  per- 
ceive why  money  in  tiie  hands  of  disbursing 
ofBcers  of  the  Government  is  not  as  much  the 
money  of  the  Government  as  if  it  were  in  the 
Treasury.    It  is  only  one  step  nearer  being  paid 
out— rtbat  is  all.    The  Government  can  order 
these  ofBcers  to  pay  it  back  into  the  Treasury, 
only  to  be  p^d  again  to  the  disbursing  oflSoers. 
If^  then,  sir,  you  withhold  this  fourth  instal- 
ment, yon  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment $9,000,000 ;  to  which  add  the  $13,000,- 
000  of  Treasury  notes,  and  you  have  a  surplus 
of  $31,000,000— not  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
GoTemment,  but  to  be  deposited  in  your  sab- 


treasoriea.  I  have  another  and  an  insapenlile 
objection  to  this  bilL  The  States  will  reoein 
the  Amd  in  the  bills  of  .the  State  banki  .Hie 
General  Government  will  not,  and  cumot,  ra- 
cei  ve  it  but  in  specie.  The  officers  of  the  Got- 
emment  will  be  constrained  by  law  to  denunj 
it  in  specie.  They  will  be  constrained  by  thit 
which,  with  them,  is  stronger  tbaa  laws  or 
constitutions — by  party  obligations  and  an  i^ 
resistible  necessity  to  play  out  the  despenia 
game  they  have  commenced,  I  will  not  Hn 
them  with  this  terrible  power  over  the  depoeit 
banks  in  their  mad  and  ferocious  experimcBt 
of  a  metallic  currency.  I  would  sooow  see  the 
whole  amount  of  the  ftmd  sunk  in  the  ocean, 
than  the  wide-wasting  min  which  a  demand  oa 
these  banks  for  $13,000,000  in  specie  would 
produce.  At  the  very  moment  that  yon  in 
asked  to  adopt  a  measnre  which  most  lead  to 
this  pressure  on  the  deposit  banks  and  tlieir 
debtors,  it  is  reoommenaed  forUier  to  indn^ 
the  merchants  on  their  bonds.  Why  tUs  d» 
crimination  ?  If  yon  press  the  d^toait  banlo,  ii 
not  a  corresponding  pressure  npon  their  debton 
inevitable  t  Why,  I  ask,  are  they  to  be  prea- 
ed,  when  the  merchants  are  to  be  indnl^  od 
their  bonds  t  I  would  at  tMs  time  press  neitkr. 
These  connderations  bring  np  at  once  the  nb- 
Treasury  scheme  and  t&e  metallic  amwj. 
They  are  all  cognate  branches  oS  the  same  qn- 
tern  of  measures,  and  one  of  th«n  eaoiMt 
be  properly  considered  disconnected  with  the 
others. 

[Mr.  Thompson  then  proceeded  at  much  leng* 
to  speak  against  the  sub-Treasury  scheme  tad  the 
metallic  currency.] 

MoNDAT,  September  28. 
Mimmppi  EUeUtn. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  Committee  <^**; 
tions,  made  a  detailed  report  on  the  eabjea  of 
the  Mississippi  elections,  accompanied  with  the 
following  resolution : 

RMolved,  That  Samuel  J.  Oholson  and  J<*» '^ij 
Clubome  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  iSta  «»• 
gross,  and  as  such  are  entitled  to  tike  their  eeila 

Mr.  Mkboeb  considered  this  question  oo«  rf 
very  great  importance,  and  one  which  diM" 
not  be  decided  without  being  My  difwaeo. 
He  therefbre  moved  that  the  report  be  ooa- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  t« 
state  of  the  Union.  , 

Mr.  Matoy  (a  member  of  the  Committee  M 
Elections)  stated  that  the  committee  were  ai- 
vided  on  the  sn^  ect ;  bnt  they  deemed  itn* 
necessary  to  present  a  minority  report  IMJ 
had  determined  to  permit  tiie  m^ority  to  DMg 
forward  their  report^  and  when  the  sni^ 
came  under  the  House,  to  move  to  ameaa  u  «» 
accordance  with  their  views.  .     . 

Mr.  Whtttlesbt,  of  Ohio,  would  mqpw 
whether  there  had  ever  been  a  "PO^,"  * JJ^ 
mittee  oa  the  sul^ect  of  a  contested  elecaw 
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decided  witlumt  going  into  <7oinimttee  of  the 
Whole. 

Xr.  Wiuxui^  of  North  Otrolina,  hoped,  as 
this  VM  as  important  a  question  as  any  which 
might  be  brooght  before  the  present  OongreM, 
that  it  would  teke  the  nsoal  coarse.  It  was  a 
qoeftion  whieh  required  veij  grare  delibera- 
twn,  utd  free  and  fall  disonseion,  and  he  there- 
foretrnsted  it  would  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
nittee  of  the  Whole  oa  the  stato  of  the  Union. 
The  question  involved  a  grave  constitutional 
qoestini,  and  he  wished  to  see  it  settled,  and 
aetded  after  fiill,  free,  and  deliberate  disouarion, 
which  he  eonsidered  it  would  not  reodve  ont 
«r  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  question  was  pat  on  a  motion  to  postpone 
till  Wednesday,  and  print,  and  agreed  to  with- 
out a  divitton. 

National  Bank. 

Mr.  CAiiBidtx.uro,  from  the  C!ommittee  of 
Wtys  and  Heana,  reported  the  foUowing  reso- 
hitioD: 

"Retolvtd,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish  a 

utiosal  bank." 

Xr.  CutBKEixsa  hoped  the  qaestion  on  this 
raoliitimi  would  be  taken  without  debate,  and 
on  the  Question  of  agreeing  to  this  reaolntion  be 
called  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  wished  to  show 
the  gentleman  from  Eentnoky,  (Mr.  OHAMsna,) 
vho  bad  alluded,  during  some  remarks  which 
fell  from  Mm  tlua  morning,  to  the  dark  doud 
hsB^og  over  the  proq>ect8  of  the  administra- 
tion in  the  West,  that  a  still  darker  cloud  was 
lun(^  over  the  proniects  of  the  friends  of  a 
nstiotuil  bank  in  this  House. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Ur.  EvxRirrr  said  that  his  sentiments  on 
the  snbjeot  of  a  national  bank  were  well  known, 
•nd  when  the  proper  occasion  was  offered,  he 
ihorid  m^'i't^ii"  these  sentiments.  But  wat 
(■oe  was  not  now  to  be  made  up,  and  it  should 
not  be  forced  upon  him  at  this  tmie.  The  veto 
npon  such  an  institution  had  been  promulgated 
in  advance  by  the  President  of  the  TTnited 
States,  and  he  presumed  that  no  fHend  of  a  na- 
tifloil  bank  would  bring  such  a  proposition  for- 
ward, until  it  was  asoert^ned  that  two-thirds 
of  that  body  were  in  favor  of  it  That  m^or- 
tty  in  opposition  waa  necessary,  he  verily  be- 
lieved, now,  before  any  relief  could  be  expected 
for  the  country ;  and  he  farther  bdievea  that, 
vwe  the  inonboa  of  the  late  Meesege  of  the 
"Vndent  taken  from  that  body,  there  would 
^  the  neeeeaary  relief.  Bat  ai«  those  of  the 
pvty,  in  m^ority  here,  expected  to  vote  for 
uiis  measure  even  though  they  preferred  it, 
when  they  know  that  its  passage  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  veto  ?  He  conceived  not.  And 
while  such  obstacles  in  the  way  of  success  did 
txist,  he  hoped  that  such  a  step  would  not  be 
uen.  Bad  Mr.  Van  Bnren  left  the  qaestion 
to  the  action  and  dedsion  of  the  House,  with- 
out ^ving  his  own  opinion,  or  declaring  his 

(wnmtentions  in  the  matter,  the  action  of  thai 


House  might  be  different  from  what  it  could 
now  be  expected  to  be.  Then  there  might  be 
some  relief  for  the  people  anticipated  as  the  re- 
sult of  this  special  session.  Ab  it  was,  the  re- 
lief of  the  Executive  is  all  that  is  asked  at  die 
hands  of  Congress.  Mr.  Evebbtt  oonduded 
by  moving  to  lav  the  resolution  on  the  teble. 

Mr.  Booh  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  motion,  which  were  ordered. 

Tub. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  BeU,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  John  Calhooa, 
William  a  OampbeU,  John  Campbell,  William  B. 
Carter,  Chambera,  Cheatham,  Clownly,  Conrin, 
Cranstcm,  Crockett,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
Davies,  Deberry,  Demiia,  Dwn,  Evans,  Everett,.  K, 
Fletdier,  IUbnore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Gnham, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harian, 
Hatper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Jenifer,  Heniy 
Johnaon,  Lincoln,  A  W.  Loomia,  Lyon,  Mallory, 
Samson  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  M.  Morris,  G.  Morris,  Naylor,  Koyet^ 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Peaice,  Peek.  PhiUtpa,  Pope,  Potts, 
Bariden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Robertaon,  Rnrosey,  Roasell, 
Sergeant,  A  H.  Kieppenl,  Shields,  Sibley,  SUde, 
Str^too,  Thompson,  THUnshast,  Toland,  A  B. 
WUte,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williama,  S. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  York— 89. 

Natb. — ^Messrs.  Andenon,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Bdme,  Bidcnell,  Bitdsall,  Boon,  Bouldm, 
Brodbead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynnm,  Cant* 
breleng,  T.  J.  Garter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cl^tiome, 
Cleveland,  Colea,  Connor,  Ctaig,  Crary,  Curtis,  Cush- 
man,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Swing, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Gar- 
land, Gholson,  Glaacodc,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray, 
Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Haynea,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hnbley,  W.  H. 
Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jack- 
son, J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Kemble,  Eilgore,  Klingensmith,  L^re,  Leadbetter, 
Logan,  Arpluxed  Locmiis,  J.  M.  Mason,  May,  Mo- 
Kay,  R.  MoClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McKim,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Mahlen^ 
berg,  Noble,  Owena,  Palmer,  Parker,  Patton,  Paynter, 
Pennybadcer,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Flomer, 
Potter,  Pratt,  FKutiss,  Reilly,  Bencher,  Rhett,  Ridi- 
ardaon.  Rives,  Sawyer,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Smith, 
Snyder,  Soutbgate,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Ktus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tumey, 
Vail,  Vannderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weelu, 
Thomas  T.  WUttleaey,  J.  W.  Williams,  WortUng- 
ton— 122. 

Fourth  Itutalnunt  BiU. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalmwit  of  the  deposits  to 
the  StiU»s. 

The  question  waa  (m  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
FiOKBNs  to  staoke  from  the  bill  the  indefinite 
clause  "  till  further  provision  by  law,"  and  in- 
sert "  the  first  day  of  January,  1889." 

Mr.  Gakljlsd,  of  Virginia,  said:  Mr.  Chdr- 
man,  before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
the  principal  remedy  prtmosed  by  the  Pres- 
ident for  the  relief  of  the  Government  and  the 
eoantry,  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  in 
making  reference  to  the  circumstances  whidi 
place  me,  in  reference  to  tiiat  remedy,  in  a  pe- 
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onliar  attitnde — for  no  other  consideration  oonld 
indnoe  me  to  obtmde  npon  the  Honso  anj  re- 
mark affecting  me  indiridnally.  The  Jonmal 
of  the  House,  for  the  28d  Congress,  exhibits 
the  fact  that  mj  immediate  predecessor,  Gen- 
eral Gordon,  of  Virginia,  (a  gentleman  of  whom 
I  t^e  pleasure  in  saying  that  he  is  honest,  tal- 
ented, honorable,  magnanimons,  and  liberal  in 
an  eminent  degree,  who  stood  so  strong  in  the 
oonfidence  and  affections  of  the  people  of  his 
district  that  nothing  bat  snbstantial  differences 
of  political  opinion  oonld  have  brought  me 
hither  in  Eis  place,)  offered  a  scheme  embracing 
tiie  yery  principles  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  Message.  The  principles  of  this  bill,  pro- 
posed by  my  predecessor  in  February,  1886, 
were  opposed  and  denonnced  by  the  late  admin- 
istration, and  all  its  prominent  friends  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  no  unmeasured  terms. 
In  this  denunciation  and  opposition  I  united, 
and  defended  General  Jackson's  administration 
for  its  (mpoeition  to  this  scheme  before  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Congressional  district  which  I  now 
feel  honored  in  representing.  Now,  Hr.  Chair- 
man, in  less  than  tiiree  years,  I  find  myself 
compelled  to  defend  the  opinions  I  then  enter- 
tained and  defended,  not  against  my  political 
opponents,  but  against  the  attacks  of  the  present 
administration  and  ita  friends,  so  completely 
have  they  changed  their  position.  Flndug  for 
a  few  months  past  that  my  opinions  npon  this 
snbject  were  in  collision  with  those  of  the  ad- 
ministration and  most  of  its  prominent  friends, 
I  carefully  and  deliberately  reviewed  my  for- 
mer opinions,  with  a  view  to  detect  any  falla- 
<y,  error,  or  delusion  under  which  I  labored,  if 
there  was  any  which  had  contributed  to  form 
those  opinions.  The  result  of  this  review  has 
been  to  rivet  my  conviction  of  the  truth  of 
those  opinions,  and  an  increased  and  more  in- 
flexible determination  to  adhere  to  them.  Be- 
ing satisfied  that  my  opinions  are  correct,  I 
dare  not — I  cannot— I  will  not  vote  for  this  re- 
commendation of  the  Message. 

The  question  to  be  decided  is,  whether  the 
continuance  of  the  present  State  bank  system 
of  fiscal  agency,  with  the  improvements  and 
restrictions  which  eroerience  has  pointed  ont 
to  us  as  necessary  and  proper,  or  the  "  nntried 
experiment "  of  ezolnding  the  State  banks  as 
depositories  of  the  public  money,  and  restrict- 
ing the  receipts  of  the  pnblio  revenue  to  gold 
and  silver  only,  shall  be  adopted.  This  is  the 
true  issue,  to  Uie  decision  of  which,  as  acffects 
the  future  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  na- 
tion, the  most  serious  ana  deliberate  attention 
of  tbe  House  should  be  directed.  I  need  not 
here  repeat  what  I  have  before  stated,  that, 
whenever  the  qaestion  of  a  national  bank  is 
presented,  if  I  wall  have  the  honor  of  a  seat 
upon  this  floor,  I  shall  oppose  it,  both  npon  the 
grounds  of  the  want  of  oonstitntional  power,  and 
ua  inexpediency.  The  opinions  I  imbibed  in 
my  earliest  youth,  I  learned  from  the  State 
papers  of  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  their  re- 
publican oontemporaries,  and  shall  never  ssr- 


render  them  until  I  become  a  tenant  of  tbe 
tomb. 

The  system  of  deposits  adopted  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Government,  and  which  )m 
prevailed  to  the  present  hour,  wherever  it  tis 
practicable,  is  the  bank  system.  This  iact,  ac- 
companied with  the  expressed  opinions  of  etm 
incumbent  of  the  Treasury  Department  ima 
the  present  time,  proves  conclusively  to  eroy 
reflecting  mind  that  it  was  regarded  as  the 
safest,  most  economical,  and  most  convenient 
system ;  without  this  means  of  keeping  tbt 
public  money,  it  must  have  been  kept  and  dis- 
tributed by  individuals,  and  subject  to  all  \k 
extravagance,  insecurity,  and  liability  to  defal- 
cation which  has  ever  attended  individual  r^ 
ceipts  and  disbursements.  All  preceding  Seen- 
tanes,  and  many  of  our  most  distinguished  nei 
of  the  <Ad  republican  school,  declared  their  ons- 
ions  in  favor  of  the  plan  now  proposed,  his 
remarkable,  that  a  system  so  republican,  eo 
safe,  and  so  innocent,  as  that  now  propose^ 
should  never  have  beein  proposed  for  the  adop- 
tion of  Congress,  by  any  preceding  admiiustn- 
tion,  or  any  preceding  Treasury  DepartzDeot 
If  it  had  been  viewed  in  its  present  &yoreble 
and  superior  light,  it  certainly  would  have  bees 
recommended  ;  but,  as  it  was  not,  I  regard  the 
omisdon  to  do  it  as  conclusive  evidence  that  H 
was  not  approved.  The  only  difficulty  wbict 
has  ever  prevailed  has  been  between  the  selec- 
tion of  a  national  and  State  banks,  some  pre- 
ferring the  former,  swne  the  latter.  There  be- 
ing now  no  national  bank,  the  question  of  pref- 
erence is  directly  presented  between  the  State 
bank  system  and  the  sub-Treasury  system  re- 
commended by  the  Executive. 

[Mr.  Garland  then  aigned  at  great  length  to  Ao' 
that  the  State  buk  system  was  entited  to  tbe  pirf 
eience.] 

Mr.  RuoDiir  said :  I  cannot  view  this  KIl  as 
simply  intending  to  withhold  from  the  6t»ta 
the  fourth  instalment  of  the  surplus  jerme- 
This  is  a  false  and  mistaken  view  of  it  T™ 
will  not  be  its  practical  effect,  for  It  moat  be 
kept  in  mind  that  this  surplus,  the  paymenta 
which  to  the  States  is  to  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned by  this  bin,  is  already  with  the  States 
m  the  depofflt  banks,  and  is  the  basis  of « 
portion  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  Statai 
and  to  postpone  its  payment  to  the  States  ^ 
the  national  Treasury,  means  nothing  more » 
less  than  to  withdraw  from  tiie  States  tw 
basis  of  their  circulating  medium,  by  W"'" 
drawing  from  the  deposit  banks,  in  hard  mMj^i 
a  sum  equal  to  the  amonnt  to  which  «**  ''t_ 
is  yet  entitied  under  the  provisioM  of  taeOf- 
posit  law ;  and  whilst  this  minons  in«^ 
which  will  be  most  sensibly  felt  by  the  we*^ 
and  south-western  States,  is  pressed  for*"^ 
we  find  another  measure,  claiming  the  sam 
fhitemity,  (referring  to  the  biU  to  P<w^*  j 
coUection  of  merchants'  bonds,)  the  effecO  « 
which  will  be  to  leave  with  certain  w^ 
several  milUoiis  of  money,  of  whiah  the  i"»»- 
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ttry  is  at  this  time  in  want,  and  to  which,  under 
e:d8&ig  law8,  it  is  now  entitled. 

The  few  remarks  which  I  design  to  make  are 
with  «  view  to  illustrate  the  pcritions  Just 
assumed. 

This  question  has  been  discussed  hy  some 
gentlemen,  as  though  there  was  an  angr^  and 
rival  interest  involved  in  the  action  of  this 
House  between  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments, and  some  seem  to  feel  that  they  have 
gpeciallj  in  charge  the  interest  of  the  former. 
For  my  part,  I  do  not  view  it  in  that  li^t,  nor 
do  I  feel  myself  more  the  friend  and  agent  of 
the  State  which  sent  me  here  than  the  friend 
and  agent  of  tiie  General  Government. '  I  feel 
that  in  this  matter  I  am  the  common  friend  of 
both,  and  that  the  action  of  this  House  is 
paternal ;  that  in  a  controversy  like  this,  for 
the  possession  of  a  fund  which  each  claims  as 
trustee,  the  adjastment  of  the  difference  is 
referred  to  us  and  the  co-ordinate  branches  for 
an  adjastment  upon  principles  of  political 
equity,  looking  to  the  convenience  and  well- 
being  of  both  claimants. 

I  cannot  comprehend  how  the  General  Gov- 
ernment has  any  adverse  or  paramount  rights 
in  this  fund  to  the  people  of  the  States.  It 
was  they  who  infiued  into  it  all  its  life  and 
vigor,  and  b^towed  upon  it  all  its  canacitiea, 
among  which  was  the  power  to  levy  ana  collect 
a  revenoe  of  themselvea,  to  snch  amotmt  as 
was  necessary  to  carry  on  and  carry  out  the 
fdnctions  they  had  bestowed  upon  i^  and  pre- 
destined it  to  fiilfil  for  Uieir  own  good. 

Now,  sir,  if  from  accidental  causes,  in  the 
due  execution  of  the  established  revenue  laws, 
moFQ  has  been  collected  than  was  necessary  for 
pnrpoees  of  government,  to  whom  does  it  be- 
long;— the  agent  who  collected  it,  or  the  princi- 
pal of  'whom  it  was  collected  ?  I,  sir,  consider 
it  a  oommon  xigbi  of  the  people  in  a  common 
Eorplna  in  the  safe-keeping  of  the  United  States, 
the  aocomnlation  and  inactivity  of  which,  at 
the  time  Congress  acted  upon  it,  was  paralyzing 
the  enterprise  and  industry  of  the  cotmtry. 
Money,  we  know,  sir,  is  the  generator  of  enter- 
prise, aad  had  this  ftind  been  permitted  to  have 
remained  an  inactive  accumulating  mass  in  the 
n£tionaI  Treasury,  it  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  oheoked  the  industry  and  Miterprise  of 
the  conntry,  as  itgnriously  as  its  snbseauent 
rraooval  to  the  State  banks  stimulated  tiiem, 
and  thereby  greatly  diminished  the  natural 
resonrcea  of  the  Treasury. 

Add  to  this,  sir,  that  it  was  a  source  of 

jealous  watching  with  our  intelligent  oonntry- 

ffien,  leet  its  influence  might  have  been  diverted 

to  party  purposes,  instead  of  national.    Indeed, 

cir,  I  have  heard  whispers  that  the  party  who 

OQce   had  the  entire  control  of  it,  were  less 

xicoeaefal  in  elections  unce  it  has  been  wrested 

fitMn  their  control,  but  whetiier  there  be  any 

foundation  for  the  uncharitable  surmises  that 

t^  fond  had  any  agency  in  the  success,  I' 

Miow  not,  and  therefore  cannot.say. 

Nor  can  I  pretend  to  say  positively  that  had 

YocXOL— 4tl 


this  surplus  renudned  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  result  would  have  been  different 
fivm  that  which  followed  its  deposit  in  the 
State  banks— if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  managed  by  fallible  human  agents,  and  it 
is  probable,  at  least  possible,  that  they  were 
liable  to  the  influence  of  the  same  passions  and 
frailties  which  characterized  the  agents  of  the 
State  banks. 

This  is  all  possible,  but  not  necessary  to  de- 
termine now.  The  snrplns  was  removed  to 
the  State  banks,  which  cannot  now  be  undone 
or  recalled. 

Congress,  in  the  passage  of  the  deposit  law, 
seemed  to  have  in  view  to  ward  off  from  the 
country  the  injurious  effects  of  that  dispositioD 
of  them. 

But  some  gentlemen  tell  ns  now  that  there  b 
no  surplus,  that  the  act  is  spentjand  nothing  re- 
mains for  it  to  operate  upon,  why  sot  Wnere 
has  it  gone  to  ?  Was  not  the  action  of  Congress 
based  upon  a  visible  and  tangible  ftand,  to  be 
in  the  Treasury  on  a  certun  day  ?  And  was  it 
not  there  on  that  day  7  So  says  the  Secretary's 
report  And  disposed  of  by  the  act  ?  If  so, 
then  it  is  a  Congressional  disposition  of  the 
public  money ;  like  all  other  disfiositions,  a  fair 
and  permanent  charge  upon  the  Treasury,  and 
if  misdirected  by  the  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  absorbed  by  other  appropriations,  it 
is  a  fair  demand  of  the  States  upon  the  Treas- 
ury, and  so  far  remains  to  be  executed. 

Sir,  it  is  important  to  my  State  that  it  should 
be  executed.  Much  of  her  legislation  is  based 
upon  its  reception ;  her  institutions  of  learning 
look  to  it ;  her  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments looks  to  it ;  and  her  citizens  look  to  it 
as  a  fond  to  resuscitate,  in  soiiie  degree,  the 
fountain  of  their  currency  in  these  dark  days. 

Mr.  CusHnra  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  1  am 
not  prepared  to  vote  for  this  bilL  Various 
reasons  for  opposing  it  have  been  addneed  by 
different  gentlemen,  in  many  of  whose  argu- 
ments I  concur.  I  have  another  reason,  partic- 
ular to  myself. 

The  olanses  of  the  deposit  act,  which  apper- 
t^  to  the  present  question,  seem  to  me  to 
possess  all  the  features  of  a  contract.  It  pro- 
vides that  the  whole  surplus  revenue  of  the 
United  States,  beyond  a  certain  sum,  which 
may  be  in  the  Treasury  on  a  certain  day,  shall 
be  deposited  with  the  several  States;  which 
depMit  the  States  are  to  keep  safbly,  and  to  pay 
back  to  the  United  States,  whenever  the  same 
shall  be  called  for  by  tne  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  a  prescribed  time  and  mode,  and  on 
the  happening  of  a  given  contingency.  Here^ 
it  seems  to  me,  is  a  contract  in  honor ;  and,  so 
far  as  there  can  be  a  contract  between  the 
United  States  and  the  several  States,  a  contract 
in  law;  there  being  reciprocal  engagements, 
for  a  valuable  consideration,  on  both  sides.  It 
is,  at  any  rate,  a  quasi-contract.  They  who 
impugn  mis  view  of  the  question  argue  on  the 
snppoeitioii  that  the  act,  performed  or  to  be 
pmormed  by  the  United  States,  is  an  indioate 
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gift  of  money  to  the  States.  Not  so.  Tt  is  a 
oontraot  of  deposit ;  and  that  contract  is  con- 
summated, and  made  perfect,  on  the  formal 
reception  of  aaj  instahuent  of  the  deposit  by 
the  States. 

Now,  entertaining  thb  view  of  the  transac- 
tion, I  am  asked  by  the  adminstration  to  come 
forward  and  break  this  contract.  True,  a  con- 
tract made  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  cannot  be  enforced  in  law.  Does  that 
make  it  either  honest  or  honorable  for  the 
United  States  to  take  advantage  of  its  power 
and  violate  its  pledged  faith  t  I  refuse  to  par- 
tidnate  in  any  sach  breach  of  faith. 

Bat  farther.  The  administration  solicits  Con- 
gress to  step  in  between  the  United  States  and 
uie  States  as  a  volmiteer,  and  to  violate  a  con- 
tract, as  the  means  of  helping  the  administra- 
tion out  of  difBcultiea,  into  which  its  own  mad- 
ness and  folly  have  wilfully  sank  it,  and  which 
press  equally  upon  the  Government  and  the 
people.  The  oluect  of  the  measore  is  to  relieve 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  the  respon- 
sibility of  acting  in  this  matter  as  he  has  the 
power  to  do.  Let  him  act.  I  will  not  go  out 
of  my  way  to  interpose  in  this  between  the 
Executive  and  the  several  States,  until  the 
administration  appeals  to  me  in  the  right  spirit 
This  it  has  not  aone.  The  Executive  comes  to 
OS  with  a  new  doctrine,  which  is  echoed  by 
his  friends  in  this  House,  namely,  that  the 
American  Government  is  not  to  exert  itself  for 
the  relief  of  the  American  people.  Very  weU. 
If  ibis  be  your  policy,  I,  as  representing  the 
people,  wiU  not  exert  myself  for  the  relief  of 
your  ^ministration. 

Let  me  restate  the  question.  The  doctrine 
of  the  Executive  is,  in  short,  that,  in  their 
mutual  relations  towards  each  other,  all  the 
Government  has  to  do  is  to  be  supported  by 
the  people,  and  all  the  people  have  to  do  is  to 
support  the  Government.  Now  I  say  that, 
onder  such  circumstances,  for  an  administration 
professing  such  tenets,  I  will  do  just  that  which 
my  public  duty  to  the  country  requires,  and  no 
more.  I  will  vote  for  its  Treasury  note  bill ; 
that  i^  grant  it  a  loan,  not  for  the  s^e  of  tlie 
administration,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  public 
creditors  to  whom  the  money  is,  or  will  be 
due,  and  of  the  Government  as  such,  which 
must  not  be  allowed  to  aoflfer,  whatever  may  be 
the  fi&nlts  of  the  administration.  But  I  will 
not,  as  a  member  of  Congress,  volunteer  to 
take  on  my  own  shouldent  ute  responubilit7  of 
revoking  or  witfaiioldiBg  the  sorplos  revenue 
from  the  States,  in  order  to  lij^iten  the  burden 
of  responsibility,  whtoh  the  existing  law  im- 
poses on  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury.  Let 
nim  untangle  his  own  snarL  I  will  not  raise  a 
finger  to  do  it  The  administration  has  got 
itsdf  and  the  people  into  these  desperate  straits. 
It  now  proposes  to  out  loose  from  the  people, 
and  abandon  them  to  their  fate ;  but  asks  of  us, 
the  Hoase  of  the  people,  to  take  upon  as  the 
fn^pitiatioa  tot  ita  sins;  and  to  do  this  by  the  j 


violation  of  a  contract  between  the  Tsdenl 
Government  and  the  States.  I  will  not  do  it 
Sir,  I  submit  these  britf  remarks,  on  tUi 
particular  bill,  by  way  of  preface  to  the  not* 
extended  line  of  argument,  which  I  am  about 
to  pnrsne. 

[Ur.  Cuihlng  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  tb«  N» 
sage,  and  the  doctrines  whidi  it  contiiotd,  in  > 
speech  divided  into  thirty  heads,  eadi  introdaced  mA 
a  caption,  as  follows :  "  Convocation  of  Oongreai*— 
"  Fublio  Distress."—"  Causes  of  FubUc  DiatKa.'- 
"  Conation  of  the  Country."— "  Objects  for  Cos- 
giess."- "  National  Bank  and  Popular  Will"-"  Ctil- 
ity  of  a'National  Bank."— Exdianges."— "  The  Bak 
GoTemment"— " The  President's  Pledgea."— "Hi 
Pet  Banks."—"  Divorce  of  Bank  and  State."— 'Ti» 
tioe  of  other  Nations."—"  Use  of  GoTemment  D^ 
podts."— "  UtiUty  of  Credit"— "Sub-Tret»uri«."- 
"  Comparative  Safety."— "DefaultenL"—"F!iiiMiil 
Operations."— "  The  Post  Office."— "  Pattonage.'- 
"  Treasury  Bank."— "  Funds  receivable  by  Gown- 
ment"  —  "  Government  Paper." — "  Cumoe;  ml 
Bank  Question."—"  Objects  of  LegislatioD."— "Ceded 
Powers."-"  Equality."—"  Non-mterfeience  rf  Gor- 
enunent" — "  The  true  issue." — ^The  acope  and  de«p 
of  this  abridgment  excludes  the  whole  of  tti)  noa 
elaborate  essay,  except  what  relates  to  the  qneitoi 
before  the  House  :  and  these  parts  are  giren  mte 
their  respective  captions.] 

DnroBOK  of  Bakk  and  Statt 

The  repudiation  of  banks  as  fiscal  sgents  d 
the  United  States— this  is  the  new  sdieme,  tin 
"  untried  expedient,"  the  fresh  bnmbng,  to  be 
imposed  upon  the  people,  under  cover  of  the 
cry.  Divorce  of  bank  and  State.    This  phrase 
is  somewhat  ambiguous.    It  may  hsve  different 
meanings.    In  the  true  and  legitimate  wnse  « 
the  words,  I  am  for  a  divorce  of  bsnk  IM 
State :  and  I  should  rejoice  to  be  abletobellew 
tiiat  the  administration  was  sincerely  '*''"•' 
abhor  that  dose  association,  that  ra«rri«g«, « 
bank  and  State  which  characterized  the  ^et» 
of  the  late  deposit  banks,  those  P«'*^Jr 
Government;  banks,  some  of  them  confeaseo^ 
tije  mere  tools  of  the  administration ;  bfflO, 
earning  the  use  of  the  deposits,  like  the  Seratt 
Ward  Bank  in  New  York,  by  walking  on  tiw 
knees  to  a  despotic  Executive.    To  pre""*  "r 
marriage, has  ever  been  a  favorite  "'•J**'?'?* 
whig  party  throughout  the  country,  NorOi 
South,  and  West    To  effect  this,  tivip  «* 
been,  and  I  solemnly  believe  is  at  tliis  "•"'^" 
not  the  favorite  purpose  of  the  administr»u«i> 
at  any  rate  the  sure  tendency  of  its  ™**T*L 

Sir,  this  is  no  new  question.  Do  ^'JJJr 
that  the  late  President  deliberately  ?■*!**■  "i 
Congress  tiie  establishment  of  a  national  dw* 
founded  on  the  funds  of  the  Treasury,  snd  «2 
ducted  by  the  Government  f  Do  *•  "^ 
that  the  anpardonable  rin  of  the  late  l»n~ 
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States  Bank  was  its  independence  of  the  Got- 
emment — the  refusal  of  that  bank  to  be  married 
to  the  administration?  This,  from  beginning 
to  end,  was  the  point  of  that  controversy.  Do 
we  forget  that  afterwards,  at  a  later  period, 
when  the  regulation  of  the  pablio  deposits  was 
onder  discussion  at  the  second  session  of  the 
twenty-third  Congress,  the  Mends  of  the  ad- 
ministntion,  to  a  man,  voted  and  q>oke  ag^nst 
this  very  proposition  of  a  divorce  of  bank  and 
State,  then  made  by  Mr.  Gordon,  of  Yir^pnia  ? 
Nay,  that  they  refused  even  to  consider  the 
snbject^  when  Mr.  Robertson  moved  a  reference 
for  inqairy  concerning  it  ?  And  now  this,  the 
desperate  heresy  of  1886,  is  the  orthodox  doc- 
trine of  1687.  I  repeat,  I  am  opposed  to  tlie 
mioa  of  bank  and  State ;  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
separatiMi  of  bank  and  State,  if  these  words 
have  any  meaning  which  I  can  comprehend, 
I  would  have  the  Government  deal  with  citizens 
doing  business  under  the  style  and  firm  of  a 
bank,  as  with  other  citizens ;  employ  them,  on 
proper  terms,  so  long  as  they  are  honest  and 
tne ;  otherwise,  not  I  would  have  the  Gov- 
«nuBent  do  with  its  deposits  Just  as  I  do  with 
mine — selecting  a  suitable  depository,  and  each 
contracting  foirly  with  the  other  for  their 
matnal  advantage. 

SuB-TssAStmiEs. 

Admitting,  upon  such  facts,  which  the  Presi- 
dent perforce  does,  the  utility  of  the  credit 
system,  what  then  is  the  application  he  makes 
of  it  I  Is  it  not  singular,  that  he  steps  at  once 
from  a  statement  of  the  value  of  the  credit 
system,  to  the  development  of  a  new  policy  of 
administration  directiy  adverse  to  the  premises ! 

Heretofore,  the  public  treasure  has  not  been 
in  the  very  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  depnty  of  his.  It  has 
been  deposited  in  bank,  to  be  drawn  out  only 
by  warrants,  countersigned,  r^^istered,  and  re- 
corded, and  so  guarded  as  to  render  the  actual 
money  wholly  inaccessible  to  the  immediate 
agents  of  the  Treasury.  To  avoid  the  evils  of 
bank  connections,  the  President  recommends 
that  this  public  money,  instead  of  being  kept 
on  d^Msit  in  bank,  sh^  for  greater  safety,  be 
kept  m  the  pockets,  chests,  or  vaults,  of  collec- 
tors, receivers-general,  sab-treasurers,  or  some 
other  denomination  of  agents  of  the  Treasury. 
Boob,  in  plain  terms,  is  the  scheme, 

GouPABATrvs  Safbtt. 

If  the  clerks  of  a  great  merchant,  or  other 
person  using  a  great  deal  of  money,  were  to 
make  a  simikr  proposal  to  their  employer,  that 
is,  a  proposal  tlutt  large  sums  of  casn  of  his  on 
hand  should  be  kept  in  their  pockets,  or  chests, 
instead  of  being  deposited  in  bank,  he  would 
have  good  reason  to  suspect  their  honesty ;  but 
if  the  employer  himself  were  to  propose  the 
jian  to  bis  clerks,  and  propose  it  as  a  plan  of 
peculiar  safety,  they  would  be  sure  ne  had 
lort  his  senses. 

Bat,  demands  the  President,  are  bank  vault* 


any  stronger  than  Treasury  vaults — are  bank 
agents  any  honester  than  Treasury  agents  ? 

In  reply,  1st.  Individuals  may  abscond  with 
the  public  money  in  their  pockets ;  but  a  bank 
corporation  cannot  JVbn  «tt  *ne«nttu  is  a 
pretty  fi«qnent  entry  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury  Department  against  the  names  of 
individuals  intrusted  with  public  money ;  but 
I  never  heard  of  such  an  entry  against  the 
name  of  a  deposit  bank. 

2d.  There  ia  great  difference  between  the 
case  of  money  passing  at  once  through  the 
hands  of  a  man,  and  that  of  money  kept  for  an 
indefinite  period  in  his  actual  custody;  es- 
peciaUy  when  there  is  a  stream  of  it  continu- 
ally coming  in,  and  he  can  pay  over  out  of  the 
new  receipts,  so  as  to  conceal  for  a  long  time  a 
past  defalcation. 

8d.  A  depositor  is  not  dependent  on  the 
strength  of  a  bank  vault,  or  the  honesty  of 
bank  oflBcers.  He  has  the  hank,  that  is,  the 
stockholders,  for  security.  K  the  bank  vanlt 
is  robbed,  or  the  bank  officers  commit  a  fraud, 
the  depositor  does  not  bear  the  loss ;  the  bank 
bears  it  But  if  the  Government  vaults  be 
robbed,  or  its  agents  eml>ezzle  the  money  in- 
trusted to  them,  the  deposit  is  gone,  it  is  abso- 
lutely lost  to  the  Government  When  tiie 
Government  deposits  in  bank,  it  has  all  the 
security  of  moral  honesty,  strong  vaults,  and 
penal  bonds  or  laws,  (for  bank  officers  are 
usually  under  bond  and  are  indictable  for  md- 
feasanoe,)  which  it  possibly  can  have,  with  sub- 
treasuries  ;  and  it  has  the  additional,  and  much 
greater  security,  of  the  stock  and  stockholders 
of  the  deposit  bank. 

4th.  There  is  greater  supervision  in  bankg, 
with  directors  and  stockholders  always  on  the 
spot,  vi^lant  over  their  personal  interest,  and 
having  careful  arrangements  of  inspection; 
none  of  which  things  could  by  any  possibility 
be,  to  the  same  degree,  attainable  in  the  snl^- 
Treasnry  scheme. 

Thk  ibux  Ibstjx. 

And  the  question  for  the  people  now  to  de- 
cide iSj  whether  their  Government  is  to  be 
active  m  the  perpetration  of  mischief  only? 
Potent  as  it  is  for  evil,  shall  it  be  suffered  to 
make  itself  utterly  impotent  for  good  ?  Shall 
it,  in  the  hour  of  public  distress  and  peril, 
coward-like,  slink  into  a  comer,  in  wilfhl  neglect 
and  abandonment  of  its  public  duty  ?  Shul  it 
stand  upon  its  safe  elevation,  and  halloo  on  to 
mischief  all  the  fbries  of  rapine  and  disorder, 
which  the  evil  times  have  drawn  forth  from 
their  lorldng-placea,  refnring  meanwhile  to  stir 
a  step  itself  ror  the  welfiuw  and  h^piness  of 
the  country,  amid  the  disasters  which  its  own 
misrule  has  brought  upon  us ! 

Doubtiess  it  is  true,  as  the  President  suggests, 
that  the  country  will,  in  time,  recover  itself.  It 
has  elastic  and  recuperative  energies  within  it, 
which  no  pow£r  on  earth  can  subdue.  Our 
forests  and  onr  fields, — our  oceans,  lakes,  and 
rivers,— our  enterprise,  industry,  and  inteili- 
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geoce, — oar  ft««  institationa, — the  &TOr  of 
ProTidence  which  has  neTer  forsaken  ns, — 
these  are  elements  of  greatness  and  prosperity, 
which  baffle  and  defy  all  the  errors  and  fanlts 
of  misgOTemmenl  Bnt  is  it  any  apology  for 
yonr  striking  off  mj  arm,  that  its  bones  and 
noscles  are  endowed  with  a  natural  power  to 
knit  together  agidn,  and  regain  their  pristine 
health  and  strei^^thf  Doubtless,  the  country 
will  recover  itself;  but,  if  the  recommendations 
of  the  Message  are  to  be  enforced,  it  has  got  to 
recover,  not  only  without  aid  from  the  Federal 
Goremment,  but  in  spite  of  the  Ooyemment 

Will  the  people  sanction  such  a  doctrine? 
In  the  conclnding  paragrq>h  of  the  Message, 
the  President  reminds  us  that  we  are  frmh 
fl*om  the  people,  that  we  know  their  embarrass- 
ments, and  the  relief  they  need.  We  do  so. 
We  have  submitted  this  onestion  to  the  arbi- 
trament of  the  people.  We  oheerfolly  abide 
their  decision.  We  tell  you,  that  North  Caro- 
lina, Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Rhode 
Uland,  Maine,  have  pronounced  judgment  on 
the  administration.  I  congratulate  Maine, 
especially,  on  her  emancipation  from  the  thral- 
dom of  degrading  assentation  to  every  caprice 
of  the  Executive,  to  which  her  own  peculiar 
interests  have  so  long  been  sacrificed.  We 
htH  the  auspicious  omen  of  the  bright  star  in 
the  East,  llaine  has  rung  the  kneU  of  radi- 
calism. Well  may  she  hold  up  to  the  eye  of 
her  rister  States  the  Duuoo  in  ner  esoatoheon. 
The  neople  have  spoken  out,  and  in  a  voice  of 
thunaer,  which  should  be  re-echoed  by  thdr 
Sepresentatives  in  this  Hall,  until  it  penetrate 
into  the  innermost  recesses  of  the  White  House. 
And  If  the  assembled  Representatives  of  the 
nation  do  nothing  else  iat  the  public  good  in 
this  emergency,— u  all  the  power  and  influence 
of  the  Executive  are  to  be  exerted  as  a  drag 
on  the  wheels  of  legislation,  to  preclude  the 
adoption  of  any  measure  of  general  relief — 
this  at  least  we  may  and  we  will  do ;  we  may 
and  we  will  enter  up  an  appbu.  to  the  people, 
agunst  the  conduct  now  pursued,  and  the  pur- 
poses professed,  by  this  administration. 

[The  debate  was  Airther  ooDtinned  by  Means.  HU- 
mote,  Mutin,  Jfrimson  of  Md.,  Beed,  Sergeant,  Her- 
oer,  Bencher,  Taylor,  and  Bond.] 


TuBBOAT,  September  36. 
Fourth  Iiutalnunt  Bitt. 

The  question  on  the  following  amendment, 
moved  by  Mr.  Pioziire,  was  then  taken : 

Strike  out  the  words  "  till  further  provision 
by  law,"  and  insert  "  the  first  day  of  January, 
1889." 

Rejected — yeas  65,  nays  not  counted. 

Tlie  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  Mil, 
without  amendment,  to  the  House. 


WxDHssDAT,  September  37. 
ilmimppi  Eleetum. 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  connderttiosof 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Bectkni, 
which  was  accompanied  by  the  foUowing  nm- 
lution: 

"  JUtolved,  That  Samuel  J.  Gbolsos  and  Jobr. 
H.  Claiborne  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  iSlh 
Congress,  and  as  such  are  entitled  to  take  theirmti* 

The  qneatioQ  was  on  concnrring  wilii  tlie 
committee  in  the  above  resolution. 

Mr.  Maukt  contended  that,  by  the  Ooutiti- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  it  was  madi  tht 
duty  of  the  Legislature  of  MisBissippl  to  pit- 
scribe  the  time,  places,  and  manner  of  bolaiii 
their  elections.    The  Constitution  of  the  Uailk 
States  had  made  it  their  spedfie  doty  to  do  h^ 
and  if  they  refbsed  or  neglected  to  extraie 
the  power  conferred  upon  them,  it  was  forCn- 
gress  to  exercise  it    It  was  not  in  tb«  power 
of  the  €k>vemor,  he  argued,  to  determine  imi 
the  time,  places,  and  manner  of  hddinc  mi- 
tions ;  and  even  if  the  Legislature  of  Jiiais- 
sippi  had  conferred  this  power  upon  the  Go^ 
emor,  he  could  not  have  exercised  it  \tgi^, 
because  it  would  have  been  in  oontrsveBtka 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.   (Be 
then  went  into  a  critical  examination  d  w 
clause  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stitei 
which  aays :  "  When  vacaacies  haf^ten  in  the 
representation  from  any  State,  the  Ezeeutirt 
authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  eleelioa 
to  fill  such  vacancies,"  and  of  the  d^ition  of 
the  word  "  happen,"  to  show  that  the  vsciBcr 
which  had  occurred  by  the  expinUioa  of  tbt 
term  of  the  two  representatives  from  Ml»- 
sippi  on  the  third  of  March  last  was  not  nch 
a  vacancy  as  that  contemplated  by  the  frimen 
of  the  constituticm  when  they  inserted  to 
above  clause.]    Tlie  above  danse,  in  hk  opininii 
only  referred  to  the  contingency  of  a  yu*s*! 
hi^>pening  by  t^e  death,  rraignatioD,  or  otto 
inabUity,  of  a  member  from  a  State,  and  w 
not  refer  to  the  case  of  the  exphratiis  of  w 
term  of  service  of  representatives. 

He  contended,  also,  that  argument  at  to  tw 
would  not  lie,  because  the  Governor  d  Mi** 
sippi  could  not  have  assembled  the  Legiil^ 
ana  had  an  election  held  in  time  ^'xx'^J^'r 
legal  and  proper  mode.  He  next  J]?^"**^ 
cases  that  ne  considered  oases  in  point,  wta* 
had  occurred  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  6ti««r 
where  seats  became  vacant  by  the  «P'']^ 
of  the  term  of  Senators,  and  whew  the  G«f- 
emor  had  filled  such  vacancies ;  and  *o*«i 
that  two  decisions  had  been  had  by  tiie  Sai«»i 
where  it  refused  to  permit  snch  Senston  » 
appointed  to  qualify  and  take  their  sertj  »• 
cause  they  declared  that  the  Governor  of  tne 
State  had  no  power  to  make  a  tanpw*^"^ 
polntment,  where  the  regular  tena  «  "* 
member  had  expired.  ^ 

Mr.  M.  concluded  by  moving  to  »tri»«" 
all  after  the  word  ''SmiMd^nii  is*""* 
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"That  Sanrad  J.  Gh<d8on  and  John  F.  H.  Olai- 
boni«,  not  being  daly  elected  members  of  the 
BoB9e  of  Bmresentativea,  are  not  entitled  to 
•eats  on  this  floor  as  snob." 

Mr.  Pbshtbaokxb  said :  I,  like  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Madst,)  am  a  mem- 
bw  of  the  Committee  of  Elections.  The  rela- 
tion which  I  bear  to  the  report  of  the  majority 
has  caused  me  to  rise.  It  u  due  to  myself^  due 
to  the  majority,  and  perhaps  dne  to  the  Honae, 
to  explain  the  reasons  which  indnoed  the  com- 
Biittee  to  come  to  their  conclusion.  In  doing 
80,  sir,  I  shall  endeavor  to  be  as  brief  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  simply  these : 
Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne  were  members 
of  the  24th  Congress;  their  term  of  office 
expired  with  that  Congress :  this  came  to  pass 
<m  the  8d  of  ICarch  last  By  the  law  of  Mis- 
sissippi,  her  general  elections  are  directed  to 
be  hud  in  the  month  of  November,  biennially. 
The  coming  November  will  be  tiie  time  at 
vhidt  her  general  elections  wonld  hove  taken 
plaoe,  under  ordinary  oircBmstancea.  Bat,  the 
msident  of  the  United  States  having  issned 
bis  prodamation  convening  Congress  on  the 
fint  of  this  month,  it  was  seen  by  the  executive 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  that,  unless  the 
elections  were  sooner  brought  on,  the  Stxte  of 
Missianppi  wonld  be  nnrepresentCKl  in  the  extra 
session.  To  prevent  this,  he  issued  his  writs, 
eommandiag  the  dieriffii  to  hold  an  election,  in 
July  last,  n>r  two  representatives,  to  serve, 
however,  nnUl  the  first  Monday  in  November 
next,  when,  it  was  supposed,  tiieir  socoessors 
could  be  regnlarly  chosen.  The  writs  were 
executed,  and  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne 
were  returned  as  elected. 

Upon  this  state  of  facts  a  question  has 
srisen:  are  these  gentlemen  entitled  to  their 
seatst  and  if  so,  for  what  period  of  time  I 

First.  Are  the  gentlemen  entitled  to  their 
setts) 

Thb  brings  na  immediately  to  the  considers- 
floB  of  the  claase  in  the  constitution  read  by 
^  gentleman,  (Mr.  Mavst,)  and  which  is  in 
these  words :  "  When  vacancies  happen  in  the 
representation  from  any  State,  the  executive 
sathority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  election 
to  fill  such  vacancies."  From  this  dause  the 
UBcntive  of  Missistspni  claimed  his  authority 
to  issue  his  writs :  under  this  danse  the  mem- 
beis  elect  insist  upon  thdr  seats.  We  are 
bound,  therefore,  to  ascertain  its  meaning. 

Its  language  is :  "  When  vacancies  happen," 
^  Here  at  the  thrediold,  the  inquiry  arises, 
bsd  vasaades  happened  when  the  writs  were 
ixiedl  That  vacancies  existed  cannot  be 
deoied.  The  Hiing  of  itself  was  nearly  self- 
OTideot  Mr.  P.  did  not  know  that  he  could 
■dee  it  any  plainer ;  neverthdess,  he  wonld 
titempt  to  do  so.  By  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  varioas  offices  are  created.  Those 
rf  President,  Vice  Preddent,  Judge  of  the 
wipreme  Court,  Senator  in  Congress,  and 
Bep«aentative  in   Oongress  are  among  the 


number.  By  the  same  instrument,  also,  the 
tenures  of  those  offices  are  fixed  and  estab- 
lished. Those  of  President  and  Vice  Presi* 
dent,  being  four  years ;  that  of  Judge,  during 
good  behavior;  that  of  Senator,  subject  to 
classification,  six  years ;  and  that  of  Represent- 
ative two  years.  Though  the  terms  of  the 
offices  may  expire,  the  offices  themsdves  ro- 
mun  with  the  oonatitntion.  Now  the  terms 
of  office  for  Messrs.  Oholson  and  Chiibome,  as 
members  of  the  24th  Oingress,  expired  with 
that  Congress :  this  come  to  pass  on  the  8d  of 
March  last.  On  the  4th  of  March,  then,  their 
offices  were  vacant.  So  they  continued  until 
after  the  writs  were  issued. 

Having  established  this  podtion,  Mr.  P.  would 
proceed. 

It  was  said  by  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Madst,) 
though  vacancies  existed,  they  had  not  hap> 
pened ;  that  he  had  examined  tiie  dictionary 
for  the  meaning  of  the  term,  and  found  its 
meaning  not  to  apply ;  that  it  was  only  applied 
to  eases  of  casualty ;  that  it  would  be  abisurd 
to  say  the  sun  happened  to  rise,  the  tides  hap- 
pened to  flow,  sc. ;  that  there  was  nothing 
fortnitous  in  these  events,  they  were  foreseen, 
foreknown,  and  must  occur :  so  with  a  vacant^ 
by  efflnx  of  time ;  and  that  the  obvious  mean- 
ing of  the  constitution  was,  vacancies  occurring 
by  death,  dec.  To  this  Mr.  P.  could  not  sub- 
scribe. It  appeared  to  him  that  the  term  tihane$ 
more  exactiy  represented  the  gentiemaa's  mean- 
ing. The  constitution  did  not  read  "when 
vacancies  ehanee  to  happen,"  but  its  terms  were 
"  when  vacancies  hapiMn,"  &o.  He,  like  the 
gentieman,  hod  looked  into  authority.  He  had 
found  one  exactiy  in  point.  From  it  he  learned 
(to  use  a  figure)  that  to  happen  wAs  a  gena% 
whilst  to  chance  was  a  spedes ;  that  toe  oiM 
indnded  the  other,  but  not  ctM  wna.  Mr.  P. 
then  read  from  Crabb's  Synonymes  (a  book 
from  the  library)  the  following :  "  To  bi^tpea 
(that  is,  to  fiill  out  by  a  hap)  is  to  chance  at 
the  genus  to  the  species,  whatever  ohanoet 
happens,  but  not  vice  f)«na.  Happen  respects 
all  events,  without  induding  any  colliUeral 
idea;  chance  comprehends,  likewise,  tiie  idea 
of  the  cause  and  order  of  the  events.  What- 
ever comes  to  pass  happens,  whether  regnlarly 
in  t^e  course  of  events,  or  particolarly,  ana 
out  of  order ;  whatever  chances  happens  altO' 
gether  without  concert,  intention,  and  often 
without  relation  to  any  other  thing.  The  news- 
papers contain  an  account  of  all  that  happens 
m  the  course  of  the  week."  Now,  (said  Mr. 
P.,)  whilst  I  do  not  aspire  to  the  character  of 
a  critic,  and  will  not  arrogate  to  myself  any 
great  degree  of  learning,  I  will  say,  upon  the 
authority  I  have  Just  read,  that  the  rising  of 
the  sun  may  be  well  said  to  happen ;  the  going 
down  of  the  same  may  be  said  to  happen ;  the 
flowing  of  the  tides  may  be  said  to  happen; 
eclipses  happen ;  and  that  vacancies,  occurring 
by  the  efflnx  of  time,  may  be  sdd  to  happen; 
^d  why,  sir?  Because  they  all  come  to 
pass. 
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TLen,  fl-om  the  language  of  the  claase,  the 
ezeoatire  of  Mississippi  had  authority  for  his 
writs. 

Hr.  Maubt  made  a  few  additional  remarks 
in  explanation  of  the  position  he  had  taken. 

Fourth  Intialmmt  Bill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  "  bill 
to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposit 
with  the  States,"  reported  last  night,  with- 
out amendment,  from  the  Committer  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Jenitkr  said :  The  bill  immediately  under 
consideration  is  to  withhold  from  the  States  up- 
wards of  19,000,000,  which  was  directed  to  be 
paid  to  them  on  the  1st  October  approaching, 
and  this,  too,  without  anj  notice  to  the  States. 
Tlie  deposit  bill  of  June,  1886,  distributing 
$37,000,000  amongst  the  several  States,  pro- 
vides that  in  the  event  that  any  portion  of  said 
deposits  should  be  required  for  the  Treasury, 
the  Secretary  is  authorized  to  withdraw  it  "  m 
sums  not  exceeding  $10,000,  from  any  one 
State,  in  any  one  month,  without  previous  no- 
tice of  thirty  days  for  every  additional  sum  of 
$20,000  which  may  at  any  time  be  required ;  " 
^as  protecting  the  States  against  a  too  sudden 
or  heavy  dran,  by  which  they  might  be  in- 
convenienced. This  bill  proposes,  without  such 
notice,  to  withhold  from  them  from  $300,000 
to  one  and  a  half  millions,  according  to  the 
amount  .to  which  each  might  be  entitled.  From 
Maryland,  for  instance,  upwards  of  $300,000 ; 
from  Pennsylvania  near  $1,000,000;  South 
Carolina  near  $400,000 ;  New  York  near  one 
million  and  a  half^  and  the  other  States  in  pro- 
portion. Are  there  no  other  means  by  which 
the  Treasury  may  be  replenished  than  resort- 
ing to  the  sum  pledged  to  be  pud  to  the  States 
on  the  lat  October,  and  which  has  in  many  in- 
•tances  been  anticipated  in  advance!  This 
deposit  witli  the  States  has  been  variously  ap- 

gropriatcd.  By  some  of  them  loaned  out  at 
iterest ;  by  oUiers  applied  to  works  of  inter- 
nal improvement;  and  by  some  to  the  pur- 
poses of  education ;  the  withholding  of  which, 
as  proposed,  mast  necessarily  affect,  more  or 
less,  those  several  interests. 

Bhonld  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  firom 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pioeenb)  be  adopted,  it 
will  render  much  less  objectionable  the  bill, 
because  that  fixes  the  period  when  the  nine 
millions  shall  be  paid  to  the  States,  and  takes 
from  the  Executive  the  power  of  withdrawing 
it  at  his  will.  The  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Adaks,)  would  make  the  bill  still 
more  acceptable,  because  in  it  the  means  are 
provided  by  which  the  payment  is  guaranteed 
to  the  States.  But,  sir,  pass  the  bill,  and  you 
still  have  to  raise,  by  loan.  Treasury  notes-  or 
other  means  to  an  additional  amount.  The  es- 
timate by  the  Mends  of  the  administration 
makes  a  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  of  from  12 
to  16  millions  to  be  supplied.  The  nine  millions 
withheld  from  the  States  will  not  answer  your 


demands ;  and  if  you  have  to  resort  to  the  ei- 
pedienoy  of  raimng  money  as  yon  propose  by 
your  Treasury  note  bill,  why  not  issue  notes  to 
the  full  amount  t 

By  this  means  you  supply  the  demand  npoi 
the  Treasury,  without  sacrifice  to  the  Stato; 
and  the  principle  is  the  same,  whether  jm 
rmse  ten  or  twenty  millions. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  had  seen  a  statement  pteptnd 
by  his  friend  from  Massachusetts,  nix.  PHium,) 
and  which,  it  was  to  be  regretted,  had  not  been 
presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  Home, 
which  points  out  the  means  by  which  the  d^ 
mand  upon  the  Treasury  may  be  met  withoat 
the  withdrawal  of  the  nine  millions  from  Hie 
States,  and  without  an  additional  tax  upon  the 
people.  He  hoped,  before  the  question  vts 
taken,  the  House  might  have  the  benefit  of  Ins 
suggestions. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  why  is  the  Govemmeirt 
thus  situated  f  Why  is  there  a  defleieoey  in 
the  Treasury »  Why  is  it  that  Congress  fa 
called  to  remedy  the  embarrassments  under 
which  the  country  is  suffering  ? 

I  know  that  the  response  to  these  inqniiies 
by  the  friends  of  the  administration  is,  uitt  it 
is  attribuUble  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stit« 
— to  the  State  banks — to  overtrading  by  met- 
chants — to  extravagant  speculations.  If  andi 
be  the  facts,  who  is  responsiole  for  sU  tbtx 
causes? 

In  1828  the  country  was  prosperous,  tiie  cor- 
rency  sonnd,  bank  issues  within  proper  limiti, 
and  confidence  between  man  and  man.  Fran 
ihat  period  to  the  present  time,  the  eoonby 
has  been  under  the  dominion  of  Andrew  itAr 
son.  Congress  has  been  under  his  control,  uA 
his  will  the  law  of  the  land.  Which  of  hn 
friends  here  present,  in  either  Hoase,  hsve  ew 
dared  to  raise  their  voice  agmnst  his  will  t  He 
undertook  to  re-organize  the  Government— to 
put  down  the  Bank  of  the  United  States-to 
give  to  the  country  a  sound  and  uniform  eo^ 
rency — ^to  establish  a  metallic  circnlating  w- 
dinm,  and  to  make  the  people  prosperous  sad 
happy.  And  now,  after  eight  years  of  uninter- 
rupted experiments,  with  all  the  departrnw* 
of  the  Government  under  his  control,  '''|'\~J 
exercise  of  a  power  which  was  never  widoeo 
in  any  country  except  a  despotic  one,  his  "*• 
cesser,  in  almost  the  first  act  of  his  admini^'*- 
tion,  is  compelled  to  convoke  Congre*  •» 
remedy  the  evils  which  he  has  inflicted  upon 
the  country.  ^^ 

But,  sir,  Congress  cannot,  by  th«r  acts  »**i 
place  the  country  where  it  was  ten  yean  an* 
They  may,  by  persevering  in  the  late  ■exp«*- 
ments,  divide  the  responsibility  of  those  nun* 
measures  with  the  Executive,  but  they  ctnn* 
remedy  them  without  retracing  their  stej* 
Go  back  to  1884;  replace  the  pubUo  money 
where  the  law  directed  it  should  be  kejrt;  f^ 
store  the  constitution  to  its  original  P?"^ 
obeying  its  injunctions ;  repeal  your  Tr«W^ 
circular,  which  was  issued  contrary  to  tW  «• 
most  nnanimons  omisent  of  the  E^reaeottB"» 
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of  the  people :  listen  to  tlie  voice  which  has 
•poken,  in  no  doubtfdl  language,  from  Indiana 
to  Maine ;  attempt  no  more  experiments  upon 
the  cnrrency :  do  this,  and  confidence  may  be 
restored ;  bnt  do  not  aggravate  the  sufferings 
of  the  people  \>j  contrasting  their  miserable 
eorrency  with  the  golden  bribe  tendered  to 
their  representatives. 

Sir,  is  it  not  extraordinary  that  while,  on  the 
Ist  January,  1837,  by  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  there  was  in  the  Treasury  of 
tiie  United  States  $87,468,869  97  surplus  over 
all  the  demands  of  the  Government,  and  which 
was  by  law  directed  to  be  distributed  amongst 
the  different  States,  now  we  are  told  there  will 
be  a  deficiency  of  from  twelve  to  sixteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars !  And  whilst  the  people  are 
parentally  advised  to  deny  themselves  many  of 
their  accustomed  comforts,  and  to  economize 
their  own  expenditures,  not  one  effort  is  made 
to  cnrtul  the  expenses  of  the  Government, 
which  have  risen  up  in  eight  years  from  thir- 
teen to  thirty-two  millions  of  dollars. 

The  proposition  has  been  made  to  separate 
the  intu'ests  of  the  Government  from  that  of 
the  people — to  establish  for  the  one  a  sound, 
uniform  metallic  currency,  and  for  the  other 
snch  paper  as  is  denounced  to  be  perfectly 
valneless.  This  new  experiment  has  already 
commenced,  and  a  discrimination  is  to  be  made 
between  different  classes  of  Government  credi- 
tors. I  cannot  more  clearly  show  the  rank  in- 
jastioe,  and,  I  might  add,  cruelty,  practised  by 
the  Government  in  relation  to  this  discrimina- 
tion, than  by  stating  a  fact  which  has  come  to 
my  knowledge  since  the  adiournment  of  the 
Honse  on  Saturday.  An  old  soldier  of  the 
Bevolation,  worn  down  by  years  and  arduous 
duties  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  who  is 
entitled  to  a  pension  in  consequence  of  those 
services  f^om  his  Government,  presented,  as 
nsoal,  his  claim  at  the  proper  department.  A 
check  or  certificate  was  given  for  the  amount, 
and,  although  he  entreated  to  have  a  few  dol- 
lars for  the  payment  of  his  post  office  account, 
he  could  not  obtain  a  single  dollar.  To  what 
reQeotions  are  we  brought  by  such  a  state  of 
things  as  this  ?  The  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, heads  of  Departments,  and  various  other 
officers  of  the  Government,  receive  and  send 
their  papers,  packages,  and  letters  to  and  from 
all  parts  of  the  United  States  free  of  postage. 
Their  frank  saves  them  from  oppression  here. 
Amongst  them,  with  few  exceptions,  gold  and 
silver  can  be  dispensed  with  except  at  the  post 
office ;  and  they  being  thus  protected,  still  are 
tendered  gold  and  silver,  before  it  is  asked  for. 
And  yet  a  poor  old  soldier,  who  is  as  much  a 
creditor  of  the  Government  for  his  pension,  as 
a  member  of  Congress  is  for  his  mileage  or  per 
diem,  cannot  obtain  as  much  of  the  precious 
metal  as  will  enable  him  to  buy  from  the  post 
office  his  long-expected  letter,  perhaps  from  his 
ehOdren  or  grand-children,  whom  he  may  never 
see  again.  Sh:,  the  old  soldier,  with  a  check 
for  rixty  doDars  in  his  pocket,  paid  for  his  ser> 


vices,  cannot  obtain  from  his  Government 
money  enough  to  pay  for  his  letter,  or  credit 
at  the  post  office  to  enable  him  to  obtain  it. 
And  yet  members  of  Congress  and  office-hold- 
ers daily  receive  their  golden  reward  for  ad- 
hering to  these  experiments. 

Mr.  MsNKFBi,  of  Kentncky,  said:  Among 
the  numerous  objecdons  to  this  bill,  it  may,  not 
withont  reason,  be  ureed,  as  it  has  been,  that 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  2Sd  of  June,  1886, 
directing  certain  money,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  transiferred  to  the  several 
States,  on  their  complying  with  the  prescribed 
terms,  bears  the  character  of  a  legislative  con- 
tract, from  the  obligations  of  which  this  Gov- 
ernment cannot  rightfully  discharge  itself,  by 
snch  an  interference  with  its  provisions  as  the 
bill  nnder  conmderation  proposes.  The  act 
carried  with  it  certun  propositions  to  the 
States,  which  they  accepted,  respecting  the 
public  money.  Its  mere  custody,  if  nothing 
more  was  intended,  undoubtedly  involved  both 
expense  and  responsibility,  independently  of 
the  express  and  formal  stipniations  to  restore  it 
when  demanded  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
act.  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  States  have 
failed,  in  the  smallest  particular,  to  observe  the 
requisitions  of  the  act,  as  far  as  transfers  have 
already  been  made ;  nor  is  their  readiness  or 
ability  to  comply,  with  respect  to  the  instal- 
ment yet  due,  at  all  questioned. 

It  is  perfectly  competent  to  a  Government  to 
create,  m  the  form  of  laws,  contracts  binding 
upon  it.  The  practice  often  occurs.  All  oar 
acts  of  incorporation  are  in.stances  of  this  kind 
of  legislation. 

If,  then,  the  act  of  1886  be,  as  it  is  represent- 
ed and  insisted  on,  a  contract — and  it  is  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible,  to  distingnish  it  fh>m  a 
contract — the  objection  to  the  bill,  for  that 
cause  alone,  is  altogether  sufficient.  If  a  con- 
tract, it  must  be  Mfilled.  This  Government 
cannot  escape  from  the  obligations  it  imposes, 
except  by  the  consent  of  the  other  contracting 
party — the  States.  The  violation,  by  Congress, 
of  snch  a  contract,  conld  not,  I  know,  be  re- 
dressed by  a  resort  to  the  judicial  tribunals. 
Yet  the  imputation  of  tyranny  and  perfidy 
would  justly  awiut  such  a  violation.  A  posi- 
tion which  no  one  supposes  an  American  Con- 
gress capable  of  occupying. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  rest  my  opposition  to  this 
bill  exclusively,  or  even  mainly,  on  the  ground 
of  a  supposed  violation  of  contract  involved  in 
it.  This  I  deem  a  narrow  view  of  the  matter. 
I  place  it  on  higher  and  more  commanding 
reasons— on  the  true  nature  and  spirit  of  the 
act ;  not  as  evinced  by  its  language  or  its  form, 
bnt  by  the  principles  m  which  it  was  conceived, 
the  ends  it  aimed  at,  and  the  whole  context  of 
circumstances  which  attended  its  enactment. 

What,  sir,  I  ask,  are  the  nature  and  spirit 
of  that  act  ?  It  is  attempted  to  be  maintained 
that  it  was  merely  intended  as  a  measure  of 
finance;  that  the  public  money  was  to  be 
transfeired,  for  the  advantage  of  the  Treasury 
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of  the  United  States,  to  the  State  Treasnries, 
there  to  be  held  on  deposit  strictly — not  con- 
templating the  nse  of  it,  by  the  States,  for  their 
ovn  benefit,  even  temporarily.  In  other 
words,  that  the  States  were,  as  such,  snbstan- 
tially  converted,  by  that  act.  into  so  many 
agents  and  instraments  of  the  Federal  Treasury. 
Under  this  pretenrion,  the  ose  of  the  money, 
by  the  States,  even  for  the  shortest  periods,  or 
to  the  least  extent,  was  wholly  forbidden ;  for, 
if  Congress  could  authorize  the  use  of  it,  by  the 
States,  without  interest  or  equivalent,  for  an  in- 
definite time,  they  might,  a{K>n  the  same  prin- 
ciple, and  with  equal  propriety,  wholly  relin- 
qnisb  it  to  the  States ;  the  constitutional  power 
to  do  which,  the  advocates  of  this  construction 
deny. 

Ko,  sir,  (sidd  he,)  the  act  of  the  28d  of  June 
was  no  financial  expedient  It  is  more  impos- 
ing. It  is  the  offspring  of  considerations  ten- 
derly affecting  the  federal  constituUon,  and  the 
purity  of  its  administration. 

By  a  course  of  federal  legislation,  whether 
constitutional  or  unconstitutional,  wise  or  un- 
wise, is  of  no  moment  here,  a  large  revenue 
had  aocumolated  beyond  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury.  Large,  however,  as  this  surplos 
was,  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  its  mere  cus- 
tody by  the  Government  was  impracticable,  or 
even  difficult.  Its  full  competency  to  this  end 
was  never  questioned.  Yet,  from  the  earliest 
period  of  this  accumulation,  it  was  universally 
regarded  with  an  eye,  not  only  of  distrust  and 
apprehMision,  but  of  absolute  abhorrence.  It 
was  viewed  as  the  dread  fountain  from  which 
were  destined  to  flow  extravagance  in  the 
federal  expenditures,  augmentation  of  Executive 
power,  and  all  else  that  was  hostile  to  the  con- 
stitution and  dangerous  to  public  liberty.  Nor, 
sir,  was  it  viewed  in  any  false  light  No  fear 
was  entertained  that  was  not  just;  no  abhor- 
rence felt  that  the  frightful  visage  of  the  evil 
did  not  frilly  warrant  The  worst  predictions 
of  its  pernicious  influences  fast  ripened  into 
fulfilment  Government  extravagance,  impel- 
led by  this  surplus,  pro^pvssed  without  check, 
and  with  the  utmost  rapidity,  to  the  point  not 
only  of  profusion,  but  of  profligacy  verging  on 
actual  corruption.  Executive  power,  already 
expanded  to  its  fullest  constitutional  dimen- 
sions, seated  on  this  same  surplus,  and  wielded 
by  a  popular  hand,  wrenched  from  its  co-ordi- 
nate departments  every  check,  and  demolished 
overy  balance  designed  for  ^ts  reetr^t.  Under 
an  abused,  if  not  unconstitutional,  power  of  re- 
moval from  office,  the  independence  of  public 
officers,  BO  necessary  to  a  pure  administration, 
broken  down  to  the  basest  servility,  and  the 
whole  corps  transformed  from  servants  of  the 
people  and  officers  of  the  law  into  an  army  of 
mercenaries,  obedient  to  Executive  command, 
no  matter  what  commondinir.  The  Senate- 
prostrated,  utterly.  The  Judiciary— contemn- 
ed, defied,  and  principles  advanced  openly  by 
the  Executive  abolishing  every  vestige  of  re- 
straint through  that  department    Congress — a 


seducing  patronage  perpetually  playing  opon 
it ;  the  veto  lightly  and  capriciously  hurled  (t 
it ;  the  practice  of  withholding  bills ,  inaohiiii 
and  defrauding  it ;  the  purse  violently  wrested 
from  it ;  the  regulation  of  the  currency  nioip- 
ed-  its  spirit  broken;  and  at  last,  Bubjogated 
and  outstretched  at  the  feet  of  the  EzeeutiTt. 
The  people — deceived,  despised,  most  grieToad; 
distrassed.  Their  most  highly  favored  mets- 
ures — the  bank  bill,  the  land  bill,  the  contD^ 
bill,  snccessively  perishing  under  the  veto,  « 
that  other  more  terrible  power.  Their  cnmo- 
cy — ^in  rags,  torn  asunder  by  the  hand  that  bid 
snatched  it  from  Congress. 

The  principle  of  preserving  the  sorplns  for 
the  States,  first  acquired  form  and  coiisisteii<7 
in  the  land  bill  of  Mr.  Clay.  That  measure 
from  its  first  conception  was  dear  to  the  people 
and  dear  to  their  representatives.  It  received 
migorities  in  Congress  seldom,  if  ever,  com- 
manded by  so  grave  a  measure ;  and  it  nu^ 
have  been  reasonably  supposed  that  snch  wir 
jorities,  backed  by  the  almost  undivided  Toiee 
of  the  nation,  would  have  insured  its  soooeia. 
Yet,  sir,  it  perished — under  the  frown  of  one 
man.  Not  by  the  veto,  but  that  more  deteAr 
ble  engine  of  withholding  bills.  Its  hi«m 
calamitous  to  the  country,  and  the  calami^  wti 
aggravated  by  the  general  conviction  thttil 
was  induced  l^  no  oonstitutional  objec&n 
really  existing  in  the  breast  of  the  Executive, 
but  by  the  relentless  hatred  he  bore  the  author 
of  the  measure,  and  an  insuperable  repognasce 
to  do  or  permit  any  thing  tending  to  adTanoe 
his  fame. 

Tho  determination  of  the  country  to  reliere 
the  Government  of  this  malady  did  not,  bov- 
ever,  perish  with  that  bill.  It  snrrived  and 
flourished.  It  presented  itself  next  in  the  fm 
of  the  deposit  bill  of  the  Senate,  in  the  spring 
of  1886,  proposing  to  transfer  the  surplus  te 
the  States,  upon  the  execution  to  the  Genenl 
Government  of  certificates  of  deport  beariBi 
an  interest,  and  negotiable  by  the  Secretary  « 
the  Treasury.  That  bill  found  its  way  to  thU 
House,  and  finally  grew  into  the  aot  of  the  iSd 
of  June,  1836. 

This,  sir,  Is  a  concise  view  of  the  history  « 
that  act,  and  of  the  principles  which  lie  at  iti 
foundation.  That  history  and  those  prinoiple8| 
I  think,  prove — the  debates  upon  iti,  the  gen- 
eral understanding  of  the  coimtry,  every  thing 
that  attended  its  passage,  all  that  could  ebarae- 
terize  ?uch  a  proceeding,  its  contemporaneow 
expositi  on  drawn  from  every  source — manifestly 
prove,  that  this  transfer  of  money  to  the  6tat« 
was  but  colorably  a  deposit,  having  been  mMiui 
in  fact,  as  distribution.  Upon  its  constitutioii- 
adty,  as  an  act  of  distribution,  some,  I  tao^ 
expressed  doubts ;  and,  for  that  reason,  oppoe* 
it  We  have,  therefore,  their  authority  for  «■ 
sorting,  that  it  involved  dlstaibution.  Theva- 
nous  hues  it  assumed  between  its  first  germin*- 
tion  in  the  land  bill,  and  its  mataritj',  ««« 
from  a  desire  on  the  part  of  its  friends  to  mouM 
it  to  the  views  and  constitutional  opinion  "■ 
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those  who  favored  the  principle  of  distriba- 
tion,  bat  hesitated  upon  the  mode  of  effecting 
it.  Sir,  that  great  act  experienced  much  tribu- 
lati<»i  in  straggling  into  Me.  The  organs  of  the 
Exeoative,  in  both  Hooses  of  Congress,  de- 
nounced it— reviled  it — warred  against  it  in 
every  slinpe,  by  all  means,  and  without  quarter. 
Their  published  speeches,  now  before  me, 
breathe  the  utmost  violence  towards  it.  It  is 
iiot<mons  that  it  experienced  the  frowns  of  the 
Executive ;  for  even  in  the  third  generation,  it 
labored,  in  his  eye,  under  the  curse  which  he 
had  pronounced  on  its  forefather,  the  land  bill. 
And  when  at  last,  after  passing  by  most  atrik- 
ing  majorities,  it  was  presented  to  the  Execu- 
tive,  a  reluctant  signature  was  wrung  from  him. 
He  did  not,  in  the  language  of  the  constitution, 
^>prove  the  bill.  He  barely  tolerated  its  pas- 
sage, the  first  and  last  instance,  daring  his  ad- 
ministration, of  his  yielding,  even  in  his  ca- 
jnioea,  to  the  will  of  Congress  or  of  the  people  1 
He  repented  signing  the  bill  the  moment  after 
he  liai  done  it.  His  spirit  of  unbridled  rule 
construed  it  into  an  act  of  Executive  hnmilia- 
tioo ;  to  soothe  which,  he  followed  the  act  of 
■igning  th*  bill  with  an  extraordinary  annan- 
tiati<»,  through  the  official  paper,  of  his  deter- 
mination to  publish  to  the  world  the  secret 
neoeesity  which  had  forced  it  upon  him.  His 
growling  and  ill-sappressed  wratn  pursued  the 
measure  ever  after. 

What  action,  by  the  States,  ensued  the  pas- 
sage of  this  law }  In  their  reception  of  their 
respective  proportions  of  the  surplus,  none  of 
them  either  viewed  or  treated  it  as  a  deposit 
merely ;  though,  for  the  salce  of  the  appear- 
ances which  the  act  had  been  compelled  to  as- 
sume, they,  too,  observed  the  forms  prescribed 
by  it.  The  general  policy  adopted  by  them, 
respecting  ^e  application  of  the  surplus,  was 
the  same.  In  the  West,  in  particular,  as  in  all 
new  countries,  a  great  demand  existed  for  capi- 
ta, the  want  of  which  repressed  their  enter- 
prise, and  stifled  the  development  of  the  bound- 
leas  resources  profusely  scattered  around  them. 
This  act  was  nailed  as  measurably  supplying 
that  capital.  Their  Legidatares,  previonsly 
hmited  to  the  means  afforded  by  direct  taxa- 
tum,  felt  freed  from  their  former  restraints,  and 
at  once  launched  into  a  bold  and  incautious 
pcdicy.  Popular  instruction  and  internal  im- 
provement were  the  predominating  objects  of 
their  regard.  The  whole  energy  of  their  legis- 
lation was  bent  towards  laying,  deep  and  broad, 
the  foundations  of  that  policy ;  and  the  systems 
deviaed  for  the  purpose  became  intimately  con- 
nected with  every  ramification  of  business. 
They,  in  many  instances,  were  connected  with 
the  local  banks  by  an  investment  of  the  sur- 
plus in  capitid ;  through  the  banks,  with  the 
trading  and  mercantile  interests ;  and  ultimate- 
ly with  all  classes. 

Taking  into  view  this  application  of  the  sur- 
plus by  the  States,  and  supposing  it  liable,  as 
cootMided  for,  to  be  recalled  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  u  it  not  plain 


that  the  act,  instead  of  abridging  Executive 
power,  as  was  intended,  must  greatly  augment 
It  ?  It  confers  upon  the  Executive  the  most 
dangerous  power  over  the  States — no  less  a 
power  than  that  of  direct  taxation ;  for  to  that 
a  recall  of  the  snrplos  must  lead ;  the  States 
having  no  other  expedient  to  sustain  the  inter- 
ests  shown  thus  to  rest  upon  it. 

Even  admitting,  then,  that  Congress  may 
have  the  right  to  extort  from  the  States  the 
surplus  already  piud,  and  to  withhold  that  now 
due,  the  exercise  of  the  right  would  not  be 
warranted,  except  on  the  most  urgent  and  ir- 
resistible necessity. 

What,  ur,  is  that  necessity,  as  alleged  by  the 
President,  and  assumed  by  this  billf  It  is, 
that  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  is  un- 
able to  sustain  itself  in  its  embarrassments, 
without  resorting  to  the  fourth  instalment  in- 
tended for  the  States,  amounting  to  $9,867,214,- 
98 ;  the  proportion  of  which  transferable  to 
Kentucky  being  nearly  half  a  million.  I  have 
looked,  in  the  spirit  of  sincere  inaniry,  into 
evidences  upon  which  this  alleged  financial 
necessity  rests ;  and  have  looked  in  vtun.  The 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  sub- 
mitted to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion, though  obviously  meant  to  magnify,  as  far 
as  possible,  our  financial  difficulties,  has,  I  think, 
utterly  failed  to  establish  it.  Information,  de- 
rived officially  from  that  department  since,  un- 
der resolutions  of  this  House,  still  further  weak- 
en the  attempt 

Without  entering  minutely  into  the  condition 
of  the  Treasury,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  plainly 
demonstrable,  that,  by  converting  into  cash 
(which  can  readily  be  done)  the  bonds  held  by 
the  Government  on  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  amounting  to  $7,946,8S6  IS, 
besides  interest,  means  may  be  commanded 
fully  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  Treasury, 
without  violating  the  act  of  1886. 

Tlie  proposition  to  withhold  this  surplus 
would  be  more  tolerable,  if  it  were  intended  to 
prevent  the  creati<m  of  a  new  national  debt ; 
my  aversion  to  which,  if  any  thing  could,  might 
induce  me  to  support  it.  But  it  intends  no 
such  thing.  The  President  bodly  announces  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  the  starting 
purpose  of  fixing  upon  them  a  new  public  deM 
— ^not  in  a  du-ect  form,  but  under  the  insidions 
disguise  of  Treasury  notes.  The  employment 
of  these  notes  is,  in  the  end,  more  pernicious 
than  any  other  expedient  of  finance  that  oould 
be  adopted.  Under  its  cover  a  public  debt 
steals  upon  the  nation  by  degrees,  imptfc^ti- 
ble  to  the  people ;  and  the  first  signal  of  ap- 
proaching danger  is,  depreciated  Government 
paper,  and  public  credit  prostrated,  with  im- 
pending burdens  and  taxation  in  the  rear. 

Mr.  PoTTiB  said :  K  I  comprehend  the  fiscal 
situation  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  report  of 
the  Secretary,  there  would  not,  on  the  Ist  ni 
October,  be  sufficient  available  funds  in  the 
Department  to  pay  the  amount  transferable  to 
the  StatM,  by  the  deposit  act,  by  one  third. 
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Oongress  must,  in  that  event,  provide  the  ftinds, 
to  enable  the  Treasurer  to  make  the  deposit 
trith  the  States ;  and,  when  that  snm  is  provid- 
ed, at  the  close  of  the  year,  unless  further  pro- 
vision is  made,  the  Treasury  would  be  empty, 
and  the  operations  of  Government  suspended. 
Kot  a  dollar  would  be  left  to  supply  the  mint, 
to  meet  contiogendea,  or  the  current  expenses. 
Under  this  state  of  the  Treasury,  the  question 
is  presented.  Is  the  nation  bound  by  contract, 
express  or  implied,  to  deposit  these  nine  mil- 
lions with  the  States!  If  she  is,  a  high  sense 
of  duty  imperatively  commands  a  fnlfilment  of 
the  bargain.  Nay,  if  the  faith  of  the  nation  is 
pledged,  so  that  it  would  be  dishonorable  to 
make  a  temporary  postponement  of  the  deposit, 
the  pledge  must  be  redeemed.  That  the  de- 
posit act  created  no  obligatory  compact  with 
the  States  seems  dear.  The  act  of  1886  had 
two  objects  in  view :  1st,  to  secure  a  safe  depos- 
itory for  keeping  the  public  money,  under  speci- 
fic regulations  oy  law.  2d.  A  large  surplus 
had  accumulated  in  the  Treasury,  not  immedi- 
ately wanted  for  the  exigencies  of  the  nation. 
It  was  to  be  so  deposited,  as,  in  the  interim,  to  be 
used  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  The  18th 
section,  after  a  reservation  or  five  millions  from 
the  surplus,  directed  the  remainder  to  be  de- 
posited with  the  States.  What  were  the  States 
to  receive?  The  surplus  remaining  in  the 
Treasury.  If  none  remained,  the  proposed  de- 
posit never  could  be  made.  The  measure 
would,  in  that  result,  have  had  no  operation. 
This  act  did  not,  nor  could  it,  prevent  Con- 
cress,  after  its  passage,  and  before  the  1st  of 
January,  from  appropriating  part,  or  the  whole 
amount  in  the  Treasury  for  the  support  of  the 
Government,  the  defence  of  the  country,  or  its 
security  and  prosperity.  A  new  era  existed  in 
the  financial  situmon  of  the  coontry.  The  na- 
tional debt  was  extinguished — the  Treasury 
overflowing.  A  rapid  reduction  of  the  revenne 
would  have  prostrated  great  and,  important  in- 
terests, built  upon  the  ftuth  of  previous  legisla- 
tion. What  was  to  be  done  with  the  money  ? 
Objections  of  a  serioos  nature  arose  to  almost 
every  plan  proposed  for  its  disposition.  At 
last,  the  mode  of  making  the  States  the  deposi- 
tory was  agreed  upon.  They  were  "  to  keep  it 
safely,  and  repay  it  whenever  required  for  the 
vnrpoM  of  demkying  the  wants  of  tne  Treasury." 
bo  these  terms  partake  of  the  character  of  a 
contract?  Are  they  not  the  mere  expression 
of  a  deposit  for  safe-keeping?  No  mutual 
equivalent  exists;  no  quid  pro  quo,  which  oon- 
stltatee  the  essence  of  a  contract ;  no  consider- 
ation on  which  an  obligation  can  be  founded. 
At  what  time  was  the  contract  consummated  ? 
At  the  passage  of  the  act,  at  the  period  of  legis- 
lative astion  by  the  several  Ststtes,  or  on  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  ascertaining  the  amount 
for  distribution?  The  act  was  passed  on  the 
supposition  that  a  surplus  would,  on  a  given 
day,  be  found  in  the  Treasnry.  If  the  Secre- 
tary had  ascertained  that  no  surplus  was  there, 
•t  ths  period  fixed,  what  daim  woald  the  Statw 


have  had  on  the  nation  to  raise  a  snrplog,  tad 
what  amount  of  surplus  wonld  have  been  neces- 
sary to  satisfy  that  claim?  What  an  extraordi- 
nary and  dangerous  state  of  affairs  is  pnaeated, 
if  the  time  of  deposit  is  not  postpoaed— tk« 
United  States  laying,  and  oollectmg  taxes,  «r 
borrowing  money,  to  deposit,  when  collected, 
with  the  States  I  In  my  Judgment,  no  povo-  is 
granted  by  the  constitution  to  Congress  to  draw 
money  from  the  people  for  any  such  poipcse. 
To  deposit  money  for  safe-keepbg,  is  not  to 
pay  a  debt,  nor  is  it  necessary  for  "the  oom- 
moa  defence."  If  constitutiona],  its  fatal  and 
blighting  operation  upon  our  insdtntioos  might 
weU  be  feared.  To  teach  the  State  sovereigi- 
ties  to  look  up  to  the  National  Goverament  m 
the  great  reservoir  to  supply  them  meant  <tf 
support,  instead  of  a  reliance  upon  the  peo]^ 
would  inevitably  destroy  their  independ^c^ 
and  introduce  a  system  of  extravagaDce  snd 
corruption  which  would  speedily  produce  tlM 
ruin  of  the  republic.  The  deposit  act  wm  t 
temporary  expedient  to  meet  an  extraordinary 
crisis  in  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  country.  The 
causes  which  gave  it  birth  no  longer  exkL 
Postpone  its  operation  nntil  a  similar  oocaaoo 
arises ;  then,  according  to  the  proviaoas  of  dM 
act,  let  the  surplus  be  deposited  with  the  Statea 
This  will  be  doing  Justice  to  them,  and  redeem- 
ing honorably  and  fUrly  the  hopes  excited  hj 
the  passage  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Wisx  Biud  he  was  in  no  sense  prepued 
to  discuss  this  bill ;  and  were  it  not  thst  he 
alone  of  the  opposition  voted,  the  vote  wm 
proverbially  48  demoerat*  and  Wiiel  agtiut 
the  distribution  bill — distribution  bill  itwsi; 
and  was  there  not  a  seeming  inoonsisteoey  be- 
tween the  vote  he  then  gave  and  the  one  be 
now  should  give  against  Uiis  measure,  be  would 
remain  silent  But  (said  Mr.  W.)  I  m  pecu- 
liarly situated,  and  must  explain  my  positioB. 
I  shall  vote  against  this  biU  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instalment  under  the  law  of  1886;  um, 
inasmuch  as  I  voted  against  the  law  to  etette 
that  instalment,  I  must  explain. 

What  a  change  has  "  come  over  the  mm 
of  our  dream  I  "  Sir,  this  all  does  seem  like* 
dream  to  me.  But  ye^erday — as  it  wer^  ••» 
week — ^we  were  debating  and  ddiberatiogii|iM 
the  great  and  solemn  question,  What  >b*n  he 
done  with  our  iromeose  sorplns  revenue  t  We 
were  told  by  the  Preddent,  by  the  ptrty,  oj 
the  press,  that  the  nation  was  in  a  state  of  the 
most  exuberant  prosperity ;  that  the  Tresmy 
was  overflowing  wiui  millions,  and  «"'''*•' 
streams  of  revenue  were  still  pouring  '"''^ 
customs  and  from  lands.  We  saw  ote  of  the 
strongest  friends  of  the  administratioo  in  tbe 
Senate  (Mr.  Bmros)  proposing  bilb  of  «ppn>- 
priation  for  the  most  extended  works  of  extrn- 
agant  expenditure,  and  providing  for  the  nio« 
magnificent  outlay  of  a  splendid  Govenunait- 
In  two  sessions  of  Congress  we  saw  more  tb« 
eighty  miUions  apprrariated  by  law,  and  *« 
saw  an  opposition,Jealons  of  Executive  pow«i 
striving  to  ourtoU  Execotire  patronage  by  p» 
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ting  a  nominal  smpltis  of  more  than  thirty-aevea 
miUions  ont  of  the  Executive  hand!    All  thin 
was  but  a  year  past — in  Jane,  1886 ;  and  a  year 
in  the  existence  of  a  Goyemment  is  bnt  a  dar. 
What  hear  we,  what  see  vre  now  ?    What  do 
we  hear  and  see  in  September,  1837?    8ir,  we 
are  now  called  together,  at  an  tmasnal  time, 
nnder  the  most  extraordinary  emergencies,  by 
an  official  proclamation  of  distress — distress 
among  the  people,  and  distress  in  the  affairs  of 
Govenunent  I     What  are  the  recommendations 
of  the  President  ?    What  are  the  propositions 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means?    Yes- 
terday, sir,  yesterday  there  were  sixteen  mil- 
lions of  unexpended  balances  of  appropriations 
for  1836,  thirty-seycn  millions  and  a  half  of 
sarplua,  five  millions  reserve  for  contingencies, 
sixty  millions  or  more  in  the  Treasury ;  and 
now,  sir,  thoogh  the  States  have  been  paid  bat 
three  instalments,  though  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  fifteen  millions  have  been  suspended, 
we  are  told   that  the  Treasury  is  bankrupt  I 
Sir,  look  at  the  bills   on  your  table.    After 
all  this  prosperity,  so  soon  after  all  this  richness 
and  superfluity  of  means,  of  a  sudden  we  see  a 
bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  to  be  paid 
the  States;  a  bill  to  issue  ten  millions  of  incon- 
vertible Treasnry  notes;  a  bill  of  bankruptcy 
proposed;  a  series  of  acts,  like  fishing  nets, 
put  out  to  draw  in  your  small  remnants  of  re- 
sources to  replenid^  our  ezhansted  coffers ;  a 
series  of  measures  to  rake  together  the  small 
change  of  Government,  which  lies  scattered  in 
the  places  where  the  bulk  of  our  treasures  were 
snpposed  to  be !      How  came    this  change  ? 
'What  means  this  immense  and  sudden  vicissi- 
tnde!    What  has  produced  this  scene  of  loss 
and  ruin  and  confusion  t    Sir,  it  may  surprise 
some,  it  does  not  surprise  me.    It  is  exactly  as 
I  dways  thought  it  would  be— it  was  all  hum- 
bug   Tott  never  had  the  money ;  it  was  a  de- 
lusion ;  the  people  were  deceived  and  imposed 
npon.    One  reason  why  the  Government  op- 
posed the  deiiodt  act  was  because  it  was  sure, 
m  the  end,  to  expose  the  fact  that  we  had  all 
aloog  been  toppling  on  the  giddy  height  of  a 
delusive  and  false  prosperity,  ever  verging  upon 
an  overwhelming  catastrophe  I 

The  catastrophe  has  come  and  overwhelmed 
M;  we  are  now  bankrupt,  and  we  are  asked  to 
take  back  this  gift  we  made  to  the  States  in  the 
moment  of  our  delnsion  and  folly ;  to  postpone 
the  fourth  instalment  until  fbrtber  provision  by 
Isw.    I  will  not  vote  to  do  it.    I  will  vote 
agauwt  tills  bill  for  the  same  reason,  the  very 
same  reason  I  voted  against  the  depositaot itself. 
_  This  bill  is,  as  was  that,  in  fraud  of  legisla- 
tion.   I  will  say  it  boldly,  that  every  word 
SMd  by  the  young  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  MxssnK)  is  true.    That  act  was  a  distri- 
bution bill,  not  a  deposit  act,  and  so  understood 
by  most  who  voted  for  it.    It  was  openly  advo- 
Mted  88  a  distribution  bill,  and  opposed  by  me 
ji^this  floor  as  a  distribution  bill.    By  the 
Ij^*"*  **  ^***'>  "' parties,  it  was  never  intend- 
M  OS  auy  thing  else  than  as  a  diatribntioa  bill, 


and  they  never  expected  that  a  dollar  deposited 
with  the  States  would  ever  be  returned  to  the 
General  Government.  It  was  a  disguised  meas- 
ure, and  therefore  I  opposed  it.  It  said  one 
thing,  and  meant  another;  it  was  a  deposit 
bill  on  its  face,  and  a  distribution  bill  in  the  in- 
tention of  its  l^islators. 

It  is  true  the  great  question  was.  What  shall 
be  done  with  the  surplus  revenue  ?  It  was  a 
great  source  of  corruption ;  most  of  the  oppo- 
sition feared  that  so  great  a  money  power  left 
with  a  corrupt  Exeonldve  would  enslave  us; 
the  plans  to  dispose  of  it  were  numerous,  almost 
infinite ;  there  was  a  great  and  irreconcilable 
diversity  of  opinion  among  most  of  us;  the 
land  bill  had  failed.  It  was  at  such  a  moment 
when  I,  as  well  as  many  others,  began  to  be 
willing  to  dispose  of  it  in  almost  any  way,  to 
take  it  from  the  bands  of  power  and  its  para- 
sites— hands  which.seemed  to  grasp  it  with  an 
iron  hold — it  was  then,  I  say,  I  saw  that  truljr 
gallant  and  great  man,  who  is  always  wide 
awake,  and  luways  knows  when  to  strike  for 
his  policy,  who  has  always  been  consistent  and 
constant  in  one  line  of  policy,  Ebnbt  Clat, 
who,  if  he  be  the  father  of  the  American  sys- 
tem, has  ever  supported  it  with  a  master  hand. 
I  saw  him  convert  the  word  distribution  into 
deposit,  and  the  public  money  into  the  public 
lands.  I  saw  him  bring  forth  that  deposit  act, 
and  though  oft  baffled,  though  comparatively 
weak  in  the  numbers  of  his  party,  clearly  in  a 
minority,  yet  it  seems  impossible  to  resist  him ; 
he  will  be  felt,  will  be  heard.  I  saw  him  carry 
his  measure,  in  spite  of  all,  successfully,  tri- 
umphantly !  He  carried  the  substitute  for  his 
laud  bill  in  a  way  most  surprising  to  me.  I 
saw  tJie  State  rights  men,  of  tlie  strongest 
calibre,  carried  along  with  him,  and  aiding  in 
the  support  and  success  of  the  distribution  bill. 

Sir,  I  regarded  that  bill  as  the  very  acme  of 
the  American  system.  I  was  astonished  to  see 
how  the  strait-jacket  politicians  were  oanght 
by  it.  Every  effort  was  made  to  obtain  mr 
vote  for  it;  some  of  my  State  rights  frieno) 
endeavored  most  strenuously  to  prevail  on  me 
not  to  vote  against  it.  No,  I  told  them  they 
were  exceeding  the  most  ultra-latitudinarians; 
I  could  not  vote  for  it ;  it  was  unconstitu- 
tional. 

What  have  been  the  consequences  of  passing 
that  bill  {  The  States  of  the  Union  have  taken 
the  money  as  their  own.  They  have  taken  it 
Just  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  told  th« 
deposit  banks  to  take  what  was  deposited  with 
them  as  their  own — for  loon,  for  use,  for  trade, 
for  commerce.  They  have  appropriated,  used, 
and  expended  what  has  been  given  them,  and 
have  entirely  anticipated  the  amount  of  the 
fourth  instalment,  yet  to  be  paid  them. 

The  proposition  for  this  measure  came  from 
no  State  in  the  Union.  You  gratuitously  pass- 
ed a  law  giving  them  this  money;  and  you 
have,  by  your  own  action  here,  unsoagbt  and 
uncalled  for,  induced  them  to  incur  large  ex- 
penditures and  heavy  contracts.    If  you  have 
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not  made  strictly  a  contract  with  them,  yon 
have,  wisely  or  unwisely,  caused  them  to  make 
contracts  with  others.  Tour  grstaitons  prom- 
ises have  caused  them  to  enter  into  solemn 
obligations,  which  they  most  keep  in  good  faith, 
tiiongh  yon  ftul  to  keep  your  faith  and  to  enable 
them  to  comply  with  their  obligations.  The 
case  is  sabmitted  to  me  as  a  chancellor.  A 
Ikther  promises  to  advance  his  son ;  the  son,  on 
the  faith  of  the  promise,  makes  a  purchase. 
Shall  the  father  not  comply  ?  Yes,  sir,  so  saith 
equity ;  and  so  I  say.  I  will  not  pat  the  States, 
by  my  vote,  to  the  least  inconvenience,  even  on 
account  of  promises  gratuitously  made  by  the 
Ckneral  Government,  and  on  the  faith  of  which 
tiie  States  have  proceeded  to  act  or  contract. 
Although  I  do  not  consider  this  a  contract  be- 
tween we  General  Government  and  States,  yet, 
sir,  I  am  for  decreeing,  under  the  circumstances, 
for  the  States  to  take  the  money. 

I  have  said  I  shall  vote  against  this  bill  to 
postpone,  because  it  is  just  like  the  bill  it  means 
in  part  to  repeal.  It  provides  that  the  fourth 
instalment  shall  be  postponed  until  further  pro- 
vision by  law.  Kow,  sir,  does  any  gentleman 
who  will  vote  for  this  bill  intend  that  the 
States  shall  ever  receive  or  be  paid  this  fourth 
instalment!  No,  he  does  not.  Br  the  word 
"postpone,."  you  mean  the  word  "repeal." 
You  either  mean  to  repeal,  or  you  do  not.  If. 
you  do,  why  not  say  so  ?  Why  say  one  thing 
and  mean  another?  If  the  bill  means  to  re- 
peal, it  means  to  do  so  fraudulently,  and  there- 
fore I  cannot  vote  for  it  If  it  means  what  it 
says,  to  postpone  until  further  provision  by- 
law, it  means  still  further  to  pledge  the  faiui 
of  this  Government  to  distribute  this  portion 
of  the  fourth  instalment — a  measure  to  which 
I  was  always  opposed,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
vote  for  it  in  either  aspect.  If  you  have  never 
before  committed  yourselves  to  pay  this  money, 
you  will  have  done  so  by  this  bill.  Do  you  not 
plight  the  faith  of  the  nation  hereafter  to  dis- 
tribute this  amount  ?  Postpone  is  not  the  right 
word  for  a  measure  of  repeal ;  ond  to  postpone 
until  further  provision  by  law,  is  to  say  you 
will  at  some  time  do  what  I  was  never  williug 
should  be  done  at  any  time. 

But  I  have  other  objections.  This  bill  is  in 
ud  of  the  sub-Treasury  scheme,  and  it  tends 
to  put  the  State  banks  ,which  hold  the  balance 
of  surplus  revenue,  into  the  power  of  an  ad- 
ministration whose  policy  is  to  discredit  and  to 
destroy  them. 

Sir,  let  me  ask  those  who  call  themselves 
Conservatives,  especially,  how  they  can  vote  for 
a  bill  which  everybody  understands  as  a  part 
of  an  entire  system  of  warfare  against  the  local 
institutions  of  the  country!  Every  bill  on 
yonr  table  tends  to  this  one  great  point;  to 
make  all  banks  odious  and  insolvent ;  to  put  the 
screws  upon  them,  and  to  check  them  up  with 
the  reins  and  stiff-bits  of  Government.  These 
bills  are  all  mere  precursors  of  a  Treasury 
bank,  which  can  only  be  made  tolerable  in  the 


public  mind  by  making  every  other  sort  of 
bank  intolerable.  Credit  must  be  destroyed  to 
destroy  the  credit  system.  Is  not  this  plain! 
Is  it  not  obvious  that  this  locofoco  administrt- 
tion  is  courting  the  people  and  taunting  the  op- 
position to  force  upon  it  either  a  national  bank 
or  a  Treasury  bank!  "What  is  a  Treasury 
bank,  but  a  national,  a  United  States  bank,  ia 
its  really  odious  form !  Have  we  not  the  clear- 
est evidence  that  an  unrelenting  war  is  com- 
menced against  the  State  banks— -Jackson  diuet 
Has  not  the  "  Greatest  and  Best "  denounced 
them  even  with  more  venom  than  he  ever  de- 
nounced the  great  monster  and  Old  Nick  him- 
self! Has  he  not  denounced  the  local  bvil: 
system  of  deposit  as  the  most  base  and  perfidi- 
ous! And,  sir,  if  any  link  in  the  chain  is 
stronger  than  another  to  bind  the  local  banks 
to  the  car  of  the  Federal  Executive,  it  is  thii 
bill.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (llr. 
Chaxbebs)  has,  by  a  very  able  speech,  relieved 
me  fW>m  the  trouble  of  demonstrating  this. 
But  he  will  not  publish  his  speeches,  though  be 
delivers  among  the  ablest  we  hear  in  Congress. 
I  require  of  him  to  publish  that  speech,  and  I 
here  rebuke  him  for  not  publishing  others^  He 
has  demonstrated,  sir,  that  this  bill  will  call  on 
the  banks,  and  the  banks  will  call  on  the  peo- 
ple, for  more  than  seventeen  millions  of  specie. 
Ulie  banks  ore  to  be  made  to  groan  and  call  ont 
in  their  distress  upon  the  Executive  for  relief! 
Sir,  I  should  think  we  would  all  remember 
other  evidences  of  enmity  from  a  certain  quar- 
ter to  the  local  banks :  the  evidence  has  not  iH 
been  published.  The  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
teo  of  Ways  and  Means,  (Kr.  OAifBRXUSo,)  we 
are  told  by  the  newspapers,  wrote  to  a  fHend 
in  Albany  that  they  then  had  the  banks  "on 
the  hip."  Now,  sir,  that  is  an  old  Yiiginian 
phrase  in  wrestling,  and  I  tell  the  Conserva- 
tives that  if  they  do  not  "  mind  their  eyes," 
the  deposit  and  local  banks  will  all  be  "  cros- 
hoppled  "  and  laid  flat  on  their  backs  1 

[Mr.  Oambbeleno  here  interposed,  and  made 
some  remarks  to  the  effect  that  he  was  glad  his 
letter  had  been  alluded  to,  and  that  he  was 
thus  afforded  an  opportunity  to  publish  it  He 
said  a  copy  was  at  the  service  of  the  gentienun 
from  Virginia,  and  he  wonld  be  hoppy  if  the 
gentleman  would  publish  it] 

Mr.  Wise  continued.  Sir,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  be  certun  of  the  contents  of  that  letter.  I 
will  not  say  it  will  be  found  to  contain  the  ex- 
pression "  we  have  'em  on  the  hip,"  but  I  will 
risk  its  publication.  "Where  there  was  so  much 
smoke,  there  must  have  been  some  fire.  It 
mode,  as  it  was  said.  Governor  Maroy  mad, 
and,  at  all  events,  will  be  found,  I  expect,  to 
exult  highly  in  tiie  probable  triumph  of  loco- 
foco principles  and  events  over  sound  credit 
and  currency. 

[Mr.  Cambkkleko.  If  he  had  thought  then 
was  any  thing  worthy  of  publication  in  the 
letter,  he  would  have  publisned  it  Governor 
Marcy  condemned  the  suspensitHi  of  specie  pay- 
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ments.  Bnt  I  nerer  went  ao  far  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Massacbnsetts ;  vbj  don't  you  wage 
war  on  him  ?] 

Mr.  Wiss.  Sir,  I  mean  the  Flagg  letter. 
Let  there  be  no  tricks — give  me  the  real  letter. 
Ill  publish  it,  and  risk  the  advantage  the  gen- 
tleman has  of  fnmisfaing  me  with  whatever 
letter  he  pleases.*  If  it  be  not  found  to  contidn 
the  old  Virginia  wrestling  phrase,  I  think  it 
will  be  foand  to  declare  war,  relentless  and 
savage,  against  the  local  banks.  Now,  be  it 
distinctly  understood  that  I  am  no  advocate  of 
the  deposit  banks,  or  the  State  banks  generally. 
I  opposed  the  deposit  pet  bank  system  as  ineffi- 
cient and  oornipt.  I  have  been  engaged  the 
last  two  years  in  exposing  its  vices.  I  cannot 
bring  my  mind  to  choose  between  the  pet  bank 
system  and  the  sub-Treasury.  I  am  a  friend  to 
neither,  and  I  shall  oppose  both ;  bnt  I  cannot 
consent  to  aid  the  Executive  of  the  Federal 
Government  in  waging  an  exterminating  war 
agtunst  the  institutions  of  the  States  of  the 
Union.  I  deprecate  an  alliance  of  State 
banks  with  this  central  power,  no  more  than  I 
do  an  executive  war  upon  them.  The  rights  of 
the  States  and  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
the  States  are  too  intimately  blended  with  these 
institutions  for  me  to  consent,  either  that  they 
shall  be  corrupted  and  used  for  political  pnr- 
poses,  or  be  prostrated  and  omshea  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  They  now  have  ceased  to 
be  "pets."  Some  gentJemen  seem  goaded  by 
that  appellation  of  them  now,  and  I  am  not 
willing  that  they  shall  become  victims,  like  al- 
most all  our  institutions,  to  be  sacriflceid  at  the 
shrine  of  an  overweening  federal  power,  which 
now,  more  than  ever,  darkens  the  land.  The 
funds  now  in  the  deposit  banks  are  not  to  be 
transferred  to  the  States.  The  banks  are  not 
to  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  their  creators,  but 
they  are  to  be  ground  down  by  the  tender 
mercies  of  this  administration,  which  brought 
them  to  the  very  condition  which  is  now  cal- 
culated to  render  them  odious,  and  to  famish 
the  pretext  for  oppressing  them  and  their  debt- 
ors. Whose  interest  is  it  now  to  show  that 
they  have  been  "  base  and  perfidious  i "  Sir,  I 
wiui  that  my  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Gab- 
land)  was  here.  I  would  remonstrate  with 
him,  OS  a  true  conservative,  against  his  remarks 


*  Tha  ittter  wu  piodooed  by  lb.  Cambrelonf,  ud  ntd 
MMIowf: 

»N«ir  Toix,  Itay  10, 188T. 

*Mt  nuAM  sn:  I  hcTtJiut  leaned  that  aome  of  onr 
frfaiid*  (I  beard  the  Bank  CommiaaloBen  named)  were  to 
go  to  Albaiiy  thU  afternoon,  to  get  tba  Lagtalatore  to  supend 
or  repeal  tbat  part  of  our  bank  law  relatlnc  to  the  aoipen- 
•ioa  of  apede  paymenta.  8ach  a  meanre,  ft  eeenu  to  me, 
voold  be  bad  In  ererr  point  of  Tiew.  The  bank  partrbava 
latteted  anon  thonaelTea  a*  a  party  a  btal  Mow,  ana  bare 
eitahHahed  a  ooouierelal  weeedeat,  wbleb,  If  tanotloned  In 
any  laaaner  by  tbe  liegUatmre,  will  lead  to  a  anapeniten  of 
apecto  paymenta  at  tha  e<ymm*ite*ment  of  every  preaanre, 
wktalt  woold  be  very  dnTerant  In  ita  eOaeta  ftom  tbat  wbleb 
Ma  BOW  ooMured,  after  credit,  prioea,  baBklng,  and  arery 
Und  of  trade  are  lednced  ao  low  that  oar  dty  bank  paper 
and  apeele  are  neaiOy  on  a  par  for  all  the  pnrpoaea  of  trade, 
"Verjrtnuyyoura, 

. .  „  ,  _    .  "a  C.  CAHBBELESa. 


in  favor  of  this  bill.  .This  is  not  a  conservative, 
bnt  a  locofoco — a  destructive  measnre.  Sir, 
we  are-told  that  the  funds  in  the  (ieposit  banks 
are  not  available.  If  they  are  not  available  to 
the  General  Government,  they  may  be  available 
to  the  States.  And,  if  not  available,  why 
should  they  be  withheld  from  the  States  when 
they  cannot  avail  the  wants  of  the  Treasury! 
The  local  banks  can  pay  the  States,  whilst  they 
cannot  pay  the  General  Government  The 
States,  wherein  they  are  located,  will  take  their 
notes.  With  their  locd  currency  they  can  pay 
the  laborers  on  the  works  for  which  they  have 
contracted  on  the  faith  of  this  deposit. 

Truly,  truly,  it  may  be  said,  sir,  tbat  the  evil 
which  (General  Jackson  did  lives  after  him.  He 
was  the  most  fortunate  man  that  God  ever  per- 
mitted to  riot  in  success,  and  to  triumph  over 
much  that  was  good  I  He  warred  without 
ceasing  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
he  rendered  it  an  odious  monster,  and  killed  it 
in  the  confidence  of  men ;  yet  all  tbe  time  that 
he  was  in  power,  and  wielding  tbat  power 
against  that  institution,  it  was  fructifying  the 
nation,  sustaining  exchanj^  mainti^ning  credit, 
a  sound  currency,  regulatmg,  in  a  measure,  ex- 
cessive bank  iasues,  meting  out  to  labor  its 
reward,  insuring  confidence  in  trade,  keeping 
prices  steady  and  advancing,  and  in  bvery  way 
warding  off  the  evU  day  until  after  General 
Jackson's  term  of  office  expired.  His  monster 
lived  to  keep  him  and  his  power  and  popularity 
alive,  until  it  was  too  late  to  rebuke  him  for 
the  mischiefs  we  now  endure.  It  gave  us  a 
seeming  prosperity  which  was  all  ascribed  to 
General  Jackson,  and  verily  his  enemy  was 
made  to  praise  him.  Sir,  it  was  the  most  signal 
instance  of  good  fortune  in  his  whole  life,  that 
the  bank  continued  in  existence  until  within  one 
year  of  the  expiration  of  his  reign,  and  that 
the  eflfects  of  its  death  could  not  be  felt  until 
one  year  after  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  and 
one  day  after  his  political  career  ceased  I  It 
was  wonderful  the  coincidence  of  events.  No 
one  thought  that  disorder  would  so  soon  ar- 
rive; it  waited  not  a  moment  after  Jackson 
ceased  to  be  President.  Yon  may  look  through 
his  whole  life,  I  say — ^to  the  cock-pit  the  horse- 
race scenes,  to  his  hair-breadth  'scapes  in  war, 
and  to  his  glorious  victories — and  not  find  a 
parallel  instance  of  good  luck  with  this.  We 
were  told  that  the  bank  would  fall  like  the  oak 
in  tbe  forestj  crushing  every  tender  shrub  in 
reach  of  its  giant  trunk  and  branches.  Not  so ; 
it  died,  like  a  good  man,  quietly,  and  almost  in 
silent  prayer.  The  earth  shook  not  at  its  fall ; 
and  yet  in  one  year  from  that  event  tbe  credit 
of  the  €k>vemment  and  the  trade  of  tbe  people 
are  crushed.  Sir,  when  it  died,  the  arterial 
blood  dried  up ;  its  bills  of  exchange,  which  it 
kept  at  the  lowest  rate  in  market  '^^it^  that 
blood;  it  circulated  in  the  great  arteries  be- 
tween tbe  exporting  and  importing  points,  be- 
tween north-east  and  south-west.  New  York  and 
New  Orleans.  The  bank  was  your  importing 
and  exporting  agent ;  the  artery  of  intenud  ex- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


494 


ABRIDaHBNT  OP  THE 


H.OF  B.] 


rbmrlk  TiukUmel  BiO. 


[Sbftboi*,  ISST. 


-  change  was  cat,  and  the  nation  now  lies  bleed- 
ing to  death  I    None  of  this  happened,  because 
it  could  not,  until  after  Jackson  ceased  to  reign. 
Now,  oh !  ye,  the  people,  contrast  the  "  last  an- 
nual Message  of  the  chief,  and  his  farewell 
address,"  with  the  first  estraordinary  Message 
of  his  successor  I    Sir,  the  administration  either 
knew  of  all  these  results  which  we  have  wit- 
nessed, BO  ruinous  and  disastrous,  or  they  did 
not.    They  may  take  which  horn  of  the  di- 
lemma they  choose.    If  they  did  not  see  the 
Z ration  of  causes  and  tlie  coming  of  events 
ost  touching  their  noses — events  which  were 
predicted  for  years ;  events  which  have  follow- 
ed so  suddenly  upon  their  boasts  of  prosperity ; 
upon  times  when  the  administration  party  was 
for  voting  away  millions  for  every  species  of 
extravaMnce;    upon  times  when,  instead  of 
withholding  appropriations,  they  were  making 
the  most  numerous  and  extensive  Government 
contracts,  contracting    away   millions    in    a 
month ; — I  will  not  he  harsh ;  I  will  not  say  if 
they  did  not  know  and  did  not  consider,  they 
must  have  been  fools ;  or,  if  they  saw  and  knew 
what  was  coming,  and  they  did  not  warn  the 
people,  they  must  he  knaves.    A  friend,  the 
other  day,  said  he  would  put  both  horns  upon 
thern,  and  make  the  beast  complete  I    I  will  not 
say  they  must  be  both  knaves  and  fools ;  but  I 
do  say  there  has  been  most  shameful,  wUfal, 
blind,  and  gross  mismanagement,  and  mal-ad- 
ministration ;  and  if  there  be  no  hope  of  re- 
form, all  hope  of  preserving  the  Government 
and  its  freedom  ana  purity  must  cease  1     Their 
great  panacea,  their  deposit  bank  system,  has 
signally,  wofhilly  failed.    It  was  recommended 
and  defended  bnt  yesterday  as  the  best  substi- 
tute for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  it  was 
to  supply  exchange,  and  perform  every  finan- 
cial and  commercial  function;  and  we  have 
seen,  in  a  day,  in  what  it  has  resulted.    They 
now  recommend  another  sovereign  remedy, 
another  king-cnre-alL  a  sub-Treasury  system. 
Are  they  to  be  confided  in?    Are  they  and 
their  plan  not  to  be  distrusted  }    Are  the  peo- 
ple not  sick  of  exi>erimentst    But,  sir,  this  part 
of  the  discussion  I  must  reserve  for  the  time 
when   the    sub-Treasury   system    comes    up; 
though  I  do  not  believe  it  will  ever  be  present- 
ed, in  good  faith,  to  the  decision  and  action  of 
this  House. 


TmTBSDAT,  September  28. 
I\mrth  InttalmetU  BiO. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
"  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  de- 
posits with  the  States." 

Mr.  CustoiAN  remarked  that  this  question  had 
long  been  very  considerably  and  very  fully  dis- 
cussed, and,  he  believed,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
every  gentleman  of  the  House.  He  believed 
tiiat  any  further  discussion  of  it  would  be  en- 
tirely useless,  and  the  House  was  worn  down 
with  the  debate.    Still,  he  confessed,  he  should 


be  very  happy  if  the  House  would  then  mub 
upon  the  several  amendnentB  sabraitted  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  if  it  could  b«  done 
without  fbrther  delay.  He  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  asking  whether  it  was  not  the  Mnie  of 
the  House  that  the  discussion  had  been  csrried 
as  fair  as  it  ought  to  be !  whether  the  aolijeet 
had  not  been  fully  and  fairly  debated— snfl- 
cientiy  debated  ?  In  tiie  fbll  belief  that  it  hid, 
it  was  his  intention  to  call  for  the  preTioos 
question ;  but  although  he  had  risen  for  tbit 
purpose,  he  would  make  this  proposition.  ITJt 
meets  the  general  approbation  of  the  Hooh 
to  close  the  debate,  I  should  be  willing  to  iutre 
the  vote  taken  upon  every  amendiMnt,  ud 
^ve  the  movers  of  them  an  opportnnityofctll- 
mg  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  each.  For  tbt 
purpose,  however,  of  testing  the  sense  of  tlie 
House  to  bring  this  diaoossion  to  a  dose,  I  more 
theprevious  question. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  m 
seconded — yeas  107,  nays  78. 

Mr.  Reed  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  oo  the 
question,  "  Shall  the  main  Question  be  aov 
put  f  "  which  were  ordered,  ana  were— yen  121, 
nays  102. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  qoet- 
tion  be  now  put 

The  main  question,  bdng  on  orderiDg  tLc 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  ««curring — 

Mr.  Bbioos  asked  for  the  yeas  and  ntji 
thereon ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were— 

Tus. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andreva,  Atbotaa, 
Beatty,  Beime,  Bicknell,  BirdMll,  Boon,  BoiMt, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Bodianan,  Bjnsa,  On- 
breleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Gllej,  Ou- 
bome,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Cn*  Ciali- 
man,  Davec,  DeOralT,  Dromgoole,  Duncu,  Mwmh, 
Farrirgton,  Fairfield,  I.  Fletder,  Foi«er,  fty,  G«l- 
lup,  Gholson,  GUscock,  QnntUiid,  Gnnt,  Hdej, 
Hammond,  Earner,  Hanteon,  Hawkina,  HipM,  Hol- 
sey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubiey,  William  E  Hunter,  B. 
M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jacksoo,  i.  Jutoo, 
J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  B- 
gore,  Kllngensmith,  Legare,  Leidbettcr,  I"*! 
Logan,  Arphaxed  Loomis,  Lyon,  Junes  M.  M^'J't 
Martin,  McKay,  RobL  Mc-aellan,  A.  McCleDu,  I^ 
Clure,  McKim,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Eunnel,  W. 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Mmray,  Koble,  Owens,  Wb«i 
Parker,  Firmenter,  Patton,  Faynter,  Pennjtswf. 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  I'o"«.„5£' 
Prentiss,  Heilly,  Klchardson,  Rives,  Sawyer,  8WB, 
Sheplor,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  TbonM,  W"i 
Toucey,  Towns,  Tumey,  Vail,  Vanderrecr,  W«^ 
ner,  Webster,  Wedcs,  Thomas  T.  WUttlesej,  *W 
W.  Williams,  Worthington,  TeU— 119. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Henna  i^ 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bori* 
Briggs,  WiUiam  B.  CaUioun,  John  OJboon,  WJR 
CMnpbell,  John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Culer,  O*^, 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  Chnds,  Oowney,  Ct^ 
CnDrj,  Cranston,  Crodtett,  Curtis,  Curfiing,  Do«r 
ton,  Dawson,  Daviea,  Debmy,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Ba««. 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fleicher,  »«■•*' 
Rice  Gatiand,  Ooode,  James  Gndiam,  W.  «*•> 
Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  OHIBd,  Hall,  HiWed,  Bj» 
Huper,  HMtinga,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  HoBj* 
HopUns,  JeiUfer,  H.  Johnsoo,  W.  C.  Jotasom  »* 
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coin,  Andrew  W.  Loomis,  MaUory,  Martin,  Samaon 
Haaon,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennaa,  Henefee, 
Mercer,  MHlkiui,  Montgomery,  Mattbiaa  Morris,  Cal- 
Tary  Morris,  Kaylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Fatteraon,  Fearce, 
Feck,  PliUlips,  Pope,  Fotts,  Rariden,  Randolpti, 
Beed,  Rencber,  Rliett,  lUdgway,  Robertson,  Rumsey, 
Bussell,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles 
Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Snyder, 
Soutfante,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson, 
Tillin^iast,  Toland,  TTnderwood,  Albert  S.  White, 
John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sberrod  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christc^her 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  Torice— IIY. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  PioKKNS,  having  voted  in  the  m^ority, 
moved  to  reconsider  the  above  vote ;  which 
motion  lies  over  for  to-morrow.  Mr.  P.  then 
gave  notice  that  he  should  then  anbmit  his 
amendment. 


FsiDAT,  September  29. 
Iburth  Tiutahnmt  Bill, 

The  Hoose  took  up  the  "  bill  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instalment  of  deposit  with  the  States." 
The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
PioKBire  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  it  had 
been  ordered  to  a  third  reading  last  night. 

Mr.  PicKxys  said  it  was  not  his  desire  to  oo- 
copy  the  attention  of  the  House  for  any  length 
of  time,  for  he  was  perfectly  cert<dn  that  its 
patience  must  be  exhausted  by  the  discussion 
that  had  already  taken  place.  I  desire  (said 
he)  to  reconsider  the  vote,  beoanse  every  gen- 
tleman must  be  aware  that,  nnder  the  peculiar 
and  teohnioal  operations  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion, a  minority  of  this  Hoose  had  not  been 
brought  to  vote  upon  the  amendment  proposed. 
Sir,  I  consider  the  amendment  which  I  hiid  the 
honor  to  propose,  as  important,  t)oth  in  princi- 
ple and  in  policy.  I  desire  the  House  to  be 
Drought  to  a  distinct  vote  upon  that  amend- 
ment, and  it  is  with  that  view  I  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  ordering  this  bill  to  a  third 
reading ;  and,  in  presenting  that,  I  beg  gentle- 
men to  reflect  upon  the  coarse  which  they  are 
disposed  to  pursue. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  provisions  of  that  act — ^the 
dapoait  act  of  1886, 1  mean,  are  peculiar.  They 
give,  in  certain  contingencies,  power  to  the 
Seoietary  of  the  Treasury  to  call  back  the  three 
instalments  already  distributed,  under  certain 
limitations.  Sir,  it  is  a  power  which  you  your- 
seH^  by  the  very  act  which  you  demre  to  enforce, 
by  refusing  to  pass  this  bill,  place  in  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  What  will 
be  the  result,  then,  of  defeating  this  bill  ?  Why, 
that  yon  leave  it  a  claim  upon  the  Treasury,  and 
that  by  solemn  discussion  and  solemn  vote  re- 
jecting this  bill,  you  make  it  the  imperative 
duty  of  the  Secretary  to  execute  the  deposit 
act  to  its  very  letter. 

Now,  sir,  look  at  the  proposition.  They  say 
the  Ttreasnry  is  embarraMed ;  that  it  is  reduced, 
and  that  it  will  want  ftmds :  then  how  will  the 
depoalt act  be  exeontedt    Why,  the  Secntary 


must,  of  necessity,  call  upon  the  States  for  the 
three  instalments  already  made.  But  suppose, 
as  gentlemen  say,  that  the  Treasury  is  full,  and 
that  there  are  ample  funds  in  its  hands.  If  this 
be  true,  what  a  spectacle  will  be  presented  to 
the  American  people  ?  That  your  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  your  authorized  officer,  has  pre- 
sented a  set  of  statements  to  this  House  and  to 
the  country  which  are  utterly  false  I  Can  any 
administration  stand  under  the  scorn  and  in- 
dignation this  would  produce  amongst  an  out- 
raged people,  when  Congress  meets  m  Decem- 
Iwr,  and  finds  his  statements  a  thorough 
delnrion  I  But  I  doubt  it,  sir.  It  is  my  sincere 
impression  that  the  Treasury  is  embarrassed, 
and  that  if  you  reject  the  bill  on  your  table, 
you  place  not  only  the  States  and  the  Treasuries 
of  the  States,  but  the  State  banks  also,  whicJi 
gentlemen  wish  to  protect,  at  the  mercy  and 
nnder  the  control  of  the  Secretary.  Now,  sir, 
I  pat  this  to  gentl«nen :  are  they  prepar^  to 
see  this  deposit  act  executed  to  its  letter,  and 
especially  under  the  existing  pressure?  Are 
they  prepared  to  pay  back  the  three  instal- 
ments ?  Under  this  specific  provision  of  that 
act,  I  know  the  course  the  Treasury  will  pursue 
^-or,  at  least,  what  I  believe  it  wiU  pursue.  It 
is  this :  That  it  will,  if  the  fourth  instalment  be 
paid  over  at  all,  throw  the  expenses  of  this 
Grovemment  upon  the  States,  by  drawing  upon 
them  for  the  three  other  instalments ;  and  the 
inevitable  result  will  be,  that  you  compel  the 
Treasury  to  rely  upon  the  States  to  support 
and  Bustmn  the  Qencral  Government  This 
will  produce  more  pressure  than  will  be  pro- 
duced by  the  suspension  of  the  act  of  1886,  or 
than  could  possibly  be  by  withholding  the 
fourth  instalment  Let  gentlemen  from  the 
West  look  at  this.  The  deposit  banks  of  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Kentucky,  Indi- 
ana, and  Ohio  have,  at  this  time,  nearly  seven 
millions  of  dollars  on  deposit  out  of  the  nine 
and  a  half  required  to  pay  the  fourth  instal- 
ment What  will  be  the  result!  You  will 
oompd  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  call 
upon  those  banks  to  pay  np,  so  as  to  enable  him 
to  execute  that  payment  Look  at  Ohio,  hav- 
ing more  now  than  she  is  entitled  to  under  tiie 
fourth  payment  Do  you  suppose  the  paper  of 
the  Ohio  banks,  though  perfectly  good  and  cur- 
rent in  that  State  between  man  and  man,  will 
be  received  at  par  in  Pennsylvania,  which  is  to 
draw  a  million  ?  Or  do  you  suppose  the  funds 
of  Alabama  banks  will  l)e  taken  by  Georgia  for 
her  instalment^  when  perhaps  they  are  from  ten 
to  fifteen  per  cent,  below  par  there,  and  then 
pledge  its  faith  to  refund — in  what  ?  in  specie, 
or  in  available  funds  equivalent  to  specie,  to 
this  Government?  Would  this  be  a  sound 
financial  operation  on  the  part  of  Georgia,  or 
would  her  Government  assent  to  it ! 

Again,  sir,  suppose  this  bill  be  not  passed, 
what  will  be  another  result?  That  you  call 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  enforce 
the  law,  or  distribute  the  fourth  instalmeott 
and  where  we  the  means  yoa  put  in  his  ooa- 
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trolt  Do  you  not  see  that,  tinder  rach  an 
operation,  yon  inevitably  oonipel  htm  to  ezecnte 
the  law  to  the  letter,  and  that,  to  do  so,  he  mast 
draw  contribntions  from  the  States  to  distribate 
back  to  them  ?    Is  this  sonhd  policy  ? 

Kow,  sir,  look  at  the  Treasury  note  bill. 
"Will  it  relieve  the  Treasury  from  embarrass- 
ments ?  If  that  bill  should  pass  the  House  in 
its  present  form,  as  passed  by  the  Senate,  pay- 
ing interest  on  its  notes,  what  will  be  the  re- 
snlt  t  Why,  the  moment  you  tltrow  them  out, 
they  will  be  taken  up  by  capitalists,  as  the  very 
best  investment,  as  stock,  under  ezistinK  cir- 
cumstances. There  are,  at  this  time,  millions 
of  capital  lying  idle  in  the  vaults  of  banks, 
watching  the  operations  of  this  Government, 
and  ready  to  take  stock  in  a  bank  of  the  United 
States,  if  such  an  institution  should  be  created. 
Yes,  sir;  these  very  capitalists,  the  moment 
you  throw  out  your  ten  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  bearing  interest,  will  seize  npon  them, 
and,  instead  of  serving  for  a  circulation,  they 
will  be  invested  as  stock.  It  will  only  then 
afford  temporary  relief,  and  the  final  effect  will 
be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  to  create  a  debt 
How  are  the  notes,  with  interest,  to  be  redeem- 
ed? By  taxation,  sir.  And  are  we  prepared 
to  incur  that  debt  %  Now,  if  you  throw  into 
circulation  ten  millions  of  certificates,  receivable 
only  for  public  dues  not  bearing  interest — (but 
I  much  question  whether  yon  will  ever  get  a 
majority  m  tiiis  House  to  pass  such  a  bill  as 
that,  for  the  simple  fact  that,  the  moment  the 
Government  throws  into  circnlation  such  bills 
as  that,  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  Pennsylvania  will  be  excluded  to  that 
extent  from  circulation  in  the  South-west,  where 
they  have  been  at  five  and  ten  per  cent.) — I 
say,  if  yon  throw  into  circnlation  such  certifi- 
cates, uieir  circnlaUon  would  spread  through 
the  country,  and  might  relieve  the  present  em- 
barrassment, and  could  be  redeemed  in  ftature 
dues.  But  there  is  an  interest  struggling  against 
this — the  banking  interest  of  the  country. 

Kow,  sir,  some  gentlemen  suppose  the  note* 
I  have  referred  to  will  ftll  below  par.  How 
oan  that  be  ?  If  they  be  reoeivable  ror  the  rev- 
enues of  the  Government,  and  no  more  be  is- 
sued than  enongh  to  par  those  revennes,  they 
will  be  above  par,  or,  at  least,  equal  to  gold  and 
rilver.  Nothing  can  depreciate  them  but  an 
issue  beyond  the  amonnt  of  Hit  revenue  of  the 
oountry,  and  it  iseven  questionable  if  that  would. 
But,  sir,  can  we  pass  such  a  bill  as  thi^  viz : 
without  interest,  and  throw  no  more  into  circu- 
lation than  the  amount  necessary  for  the  public 
dues  t  It  is  very  donbtftil  whether  this  Honse 
would. 

But  throw  out  $10,000,000  of  notes,  bearing 
interest,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  called  on  to  redeem  them,  or  they 
will  nm  on  at  interest^  thns  creating  a  debt  in 
its  most  odious  and  oDjeott(HUible  form.  Gap- 
italists  in  stock  are  deeply  interested  in  such  an 
issue.  Whatever  this  Government  makes  re- 
o^TsUe  in  does,  is,  to  all  intents  and  poiposes, 


money,  and  such  a  circnlation,  limited  to  dM 
amount  of  expenditures,  would  be  equiralait 
to  gold  and  silver,  and  relieve  the  commeKid 
community  in  collections  of  customs.  It  wodM, 
in  fact,  be  a  currency  resting  upon  the  credit 
of  Government  And  this  is  all  the  Qorero- 
ment  could  do,  even  though  a  bank  endorse  the 
notes  or  loan  its  credit 

Now,  sir,  I  repeat,  we  are  not  prepared  ftr 
the  state  of  things  that  will  ensue  upon  the  re- 
jection of  this  bill.  You  will  press  upon  tbi 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  compel  liin  k 
execute  that  fourth  instidment,  and  the  reodt 
will  inevitably  be  that  you  compel  this  Govcn- 
ment  to  create  a  debt,  which  debt  yon  ate 
bound  to  pay  in  the  revenues  of  the  owmby; 
and  how  these  revenues  are  collected  v«  iS 
too  well  know. 

Who  receives  the  distribution  t  Do  yon  &• 
tribute  it  according  to  the  payment  of  taxes  I 
Many  suppose  that  we  consume  according  to 
popmation,  and  pay  taxes  according  to  con- 
sumption. If  this  be  true,  we  do  not  rec«ire 
our  proper  distribution,  for  two-fifths  of  ace^ 
tain  class  of  our  population,  under  oar  repn- 
sentation,  will  be  excluded.  Are  gentlemea 
prepared  to  carry  out  tiiis  system  pennsneDtl^, 
or  create  a  debt  by  distributing  this  iaitat- 
ment! 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  view  I  had  in  introdoeii; 
the  amendment  was,  that  if  there  be  any  iv- 
plus  remaining  in  1889,  then  let  it  be  deport- 
ed ;  and  I  thought  at  the  time,  and  stlH  think, 
it  would  meet  the  assent  of  a  majority  of  the 
House.  The  tendency  of  this  would  be  to  pro- 
duce economy  in  the  appropriations  for  neit 
year,  under  the  hope  of  receiving  tie  deport 
then.  Upon  all  the  other  qnestioiM  preaented 
by  gentlemen  in  this  debate,  discarsaiy  as  ibej 
were  in  their  character.  "  de  rnimlm  rAf  «t 
guibtudam  alii$,"  I  desire  to  reserve  myself  tor 
the  great  bill— for  I  call  that  the  great  iBtum 
of  the  session — the  divorce  bill  I  mesn.  That 
bill  I  hold  myself  prepared  to  defend,  and  I  fcai 
uo  consequences. 

[A  fbrther  debate  now  took  place  m  ^di  %if- 
Cambreleng,  Waddy  Thompson,  Grsy  of  N«w  Tw*. 
Loomis,  Tottcey,  and  Lyon,  weie  the  speeken ;  »h«aj 

Mr.  Caxbbelxno  moved  the  previoaa  qM** 
tion. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  ea^ 
ried ;  and  the  main  question  being  on  reeoa- 
sideration —  ^ 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken— yeaa  W 
nays  81,  ^^ 

So  the  Honse  resoWed  to  reconsider  the  tow 
by  which  the  bill  had  been  ordered  to  s  tliirt 
reading.  _  j, 

Mr.  PioKKTS  moved  his  amendment  to  Mm 
the  postponement  to  the  1st  of  January,  low. 

Mr.  ifiLuuu,  of  North  Oarolln^  >n?,^  "J 
lay  the  bill  and  amendments  on  the  taWe,  ai» 
demanded  the  yeaa  and  umj*;  which  w«««- 
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dered,  and  stood— yeas  101,  oaya  188.  Nega- 
tived. 

The  question  being  on  Hr.  Hatitb*'  amend- 
ment to  the  amendawBt  of  Mr.  Piokkhs, 

Mr.  Bbll,  after  an  animated  speedi,  snbmit- 
ted  a  motion,  to  recommit  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  with  instructions  to  report 
tbe  following  as  a  sabstitnte  for  the  bill : 

"  That  the  pajrment  of  the  fourth  instalment  re- 
quired to  be  depodted  with  the  States,  by  the  act  of 
the  23d  of  June,  1886,  be  postponed  until  the  1st 
day  of  October,  1840;  and  that  moneys  to  that 
amount,  now  in  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
urer, and  odier  public  officers,  in  any  of  the  deposit 
bonks,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  q>propriated  for 
the  paymoit  of  die  same. 

"  Sec  8.  And  be  U  fuHKer  tnaetti,  That  it  shall 
be  tbe  daty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  soon 
■a  may  be  after  the  1st  day  of  October  next,  to  pro- 
ceed to  tender  and  transfer  to  tbe  several  States  his 
drafts  or  orders  to  pay  their  respective  portions  of 
said  moneys ;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
State,  which  may  be  willing  to  accept  ^uch  drafts  or 
transfers  in  payment  of  its  proportion  of  said  instal- 
ment, according  to  the  terms  of  said  act  of  the  S3d 
(tf  Jane,  1836,  to  receive  the  same ;  provided,  never- 
theless, that  any  bonk  or  banks  upon  which  such 
traosfers  or  drafts  shall  issue,  upon  tbe  condition  of 
paying  to  the  States  holding  the  same  interest  at  tbe 
rale  <H  Bve  per  cent  per  annum  quarterly,  shall  be 
required  to  pay  the  prindpal  only  in  the  following 
inMafanenta,  to  wit:  one^hird  on  tbe  1st  of  October, 
1838;  one-thnrd  on  the  1st  of  October,  1889;  and 
tbe  ronainder  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1840." 

Mr.  Cambksudio  hoped  tbe  Honse  would 
reject  the  motion,  and  pass  tbe  bill  this  night. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  commit,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
04,  nays  149. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  PioKKKS,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
atire— yeas  180,  nays  69. 

Mr.  Beks  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tbe 
mmn  question,  ^whioh  was  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  a  third  readmg,)  which  were  ordered,  and 
were: 

Teas. — ^Iteasis.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Birae,  Bicknell,  Birdaall,  Borden,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  J.  Camp- 
bdl,  T.  J.  Carter,  Cbaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor, 
Ctaife  Cnahman,  Davee,  DeOraff,  Dromgoole,  Dun- 
can, Edwards,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster, 
try,  Oallap,  Oholson,  Olaecock,  Orantland,  Grant, 
Gny,  Oriffln,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawldns,  Haynes,  Holaey,  HoU,  Howard,  Hubley, 
yr.  H.  Hunter,  B.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Iiu^iam,  T.  B. 
JmAaaa,  J.  Jackson,  J.  JcJmson,  K  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jonea,  KemUe,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare, 
Iieadbietter,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  V.  Mason, 
Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure, 
McEim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W. 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Hurray,  Noble,  Owens,  Parker, 
Farmenter,  Paynter,  PennylMcker,  Petiikin,  Phelps, 
ndcens,  Flumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Keily, 
Khett,  Siduurdson,  Sawyer,  Shelter,  Shei^or,  ^ncer, 
SlewHt,  Tkjdor,  Thomas,  ntas,  Toocey,  Tomis  Tail, 
VokXIIL— 8S 


Tandenreer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, J.  W.  Williams,  WortUngton,  and  Tell— 118. 
Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexandw,  H.  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allra,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bouldin, 
Brtera,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
W.  P.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs, 
Corwin,  Craiy,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cashing, 
Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn, 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Iletcher,  flUmore,  Goode, 
J.  Graham,  W.  Graham,  Graves,  QrenneU,  Hail,  Hal- 
sted,  Hailan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Heniy, 
Herod,  Hoflfaim,  Jenifer,  H.  Jobmon,  W.  0.  John- 
son, Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Malkny,  Marrbi,  & 
Mascm,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menace,  Mercer,  MUli- 
gan,  M.  Monis,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Pat- 
terson, Pearoe,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden, 
Reed,  Bencher,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Eabertson,  Ramsey, 
Russell,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Sbepard, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smi^  Snyder,  Soutbgate, 
Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillingfaast, 
Toland,  Underwood,  A.  a  White,  J.  White,  R 
Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams, 
C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Torice— 106. 

So  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  Bios  Gaklabd  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  Tuesday 
next. 

Mr.  McEnc  then  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded ;  and  the  mun  qaea- 
tion  having  been  ordered,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 


Satubdat,  September  80. 
Treamry  NoU  Bill. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  th« 
Whole,  (Mr.  Conkob  in  the  chfur,)  and  took 
up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  is- 
sae  of  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Bkll  said  he  had  been  waiting  for  some 
who,  he  understood,  were  prepared  to  con^ 
test  the  censtitntionid  right  of  the  Senate  to 
send  to  the  Honse  a  bill  of  this  description.  It 
was  a  money  bill :  and,  by  the  oonstitotion,  all 
such  bills  must  originate  in  the  House.  The 
proper  course  would  be,  first  to  take  a  vote  on 
that  question.  If  his  friend  from  Massachusetts 
was  aeshvns  of  addressing  the  Honse  on  that 
question,  Mr.  B.  would  not  now  proceed  with 
any  remarks  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Adams  8»d  that  in  his  own  opinion  the 
matter  admitted  of  no  question  at  alL  If  ever 
there  was  a  money  bill,  this  was  one.  But  he 
should  make  no  motion,  becanse  he  knew  per- 
fectly well  if  he  did,  the  previous  questioB 
would  be  called,  and  the  motion  voted  down. 
If,  however,  the  gentleman  from  Tenneseee  (Mr. 
Bbix)  was  disposed  to  go  into  the  discussion, 
he  should  have  Mr.  A.'s  most  cordial  support. 
This  House  had  too  long  suffered  the  other 
branch  of  tbe  Leg^lstnre  to  dictate  to  it  every 
measure  relating  to  revenue.  For  the  last  five 
years  not  one  ra  all  tbe  measures  of  that  dtar- 
aoter  had  wiginated  in  that  Honse. 

Mr.  Hathks  said  it  waft  now  too  late  to  raise 
an  olijeotioa  of  this  Und :  tbe  Honse  had  re- 
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ceiTed  the  bill,  and  referred  it ;  and  it  had  been 
reported  on.  If  inch  an  objection  did  exist, 
thiH  was  not  the  place  to  make  it. 

Mr.  Wmk  wai  astonished  to  hear  snch  lan- 
guage from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  Did 
not  that  gentleman  know  that  at  eyery  step,  in 
anj,  even  the  last  stage  of  a  bill,  when  it  had 
received  its  third  reMing,  if  the  House  dis- 
covered a  constitutional  objection  to  lie  agunst 
its  passage,  it  was  never  too  late  to  bnng  it 
forward?  It  never  could  be  too  late  for  the 
House  to  receive  an  objection  to  doing  that 
which  it  bad  no  power  to  do.  It  never  could 
waive  a  constitutional  objection  on  the  ground 
of  laches.  He  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  that  a  bill  like  this  could  not  consti- 
tutionally originate  in  the  Senate.  Thus,  in  the 
House,  that  report  might  be  adopted,  and  the  bill 
sent  back  to  the  Senate,  with  a  mesisage  declar- 
ing that  the  Hoose  conld  not  act  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  Gambulsko  hoped  the  committee  would 
not  rise.  This  bill  did  not  propose  the  levying 
of  a  tax ;  it  was  a  mere  anticipation  of  the  re- 
ceipt of  revenue.  The  compromise  act  of  1888 
had  been  sent  from  the  Senate  (when  that  body 
was  differently  constituted  in  a  political  point 
of  view)  to  the  House,  although  it  proposed  an 
increase  of  taxes,  in  some  cases  amounting  to 
46  per  cent  The  present  bill  created  no  public 
debt ;  it  merely  anticipated  means  which  were 
ample.  Congress  had  been  convened  to  meet 
an  emergency;  and  it  had  so  happened  that 
the  Senate's  Committee  on  Finance  had  been 
constituted  four  days  sooner  than  that  of  the 
House,  and  hence  the  Senate's  bill  had  come 
earlier  than  that  of  the  House.  No  constitu- 
tionfd  objection  had  been  urged  in  the  Senate ; 
bat  here,  at  this  late  hour,  a  constitutional 

Question  was  to  be  raised  and  discussed,  when 
lie  House  had  arrived  at  the  1st  day  of  Octo- 
ber, and  the  Treasury  was  in  such  a  condition 
that  the  specie  could  not  be  obtained  for  a  littie 
draft  of  $811.  Ho  hoped  the  Hoose  would 
proceed  with  tiie  bill. 

Mr.  Mebokb  was  astonished  at  the  position 
taken  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  was  not  a  &ct  that  the 
compromise  bill  had  originated  in  the  Senate ; 
it  had  originated  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Cambbelkko  sud,  to  avoid  all  difficulty, 
he  would  move  to  pase  by  the  Senate's  bill  and 
take  up  that  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BoBSBTSON  contended  that  the  House 
oonld  not  thus  pass  over  the  greatest  breach  of 
its  privileges  wnioh  had  ever  been  perpetrated. 
He  oould  not  understand  how  the  gentleman 
could  be  so  insensible  to  the  indignity  thus  cast 
on  the  House.  Should  they  continue  to  take 
bills  rairing  millions  on  millions,  at  the  dictation 
of  the  Senate  or  the  President,  when  Uie  con- 
fltitntion  plainly  forbade  itt 

A  dispute  on  order  arose,  attended  for  a  time 
with  some  ooofosion ;  but  it  issued  in  taking  up 
the  House  bill,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Oaxbbblbro. 

Mr.  CAMBRxtxira  tliea  submitted  a  statement 
«f  the  aaseta  and  liabilities  of  the  Trearary. 


Mr.  Oakbkbueno  alluded  to  the  £Mt,  tbt 
there  were  seven  or  eight  millions  of  otitstuid- 
ing  appropriations  at  the  end  of  every  7«tr, 
which  might  be  considered  permanendy  oit- 
standing.    It  would  thus  appear  that  onr  moaef 
and  resources  probably  amount  to  twenty-fost 
millions  and  a  half.    We  were  not  called  npoa 
to  authorize  a  loan  or  to  create  a  poUie  drat 
There  was  no  occadon  for  a  stock,  however  it- 
arable  it  might  be  for  inveetment  or  for  ranit- 
tonoe  to  Europe.    All  that  was  now  promoted, 
was  to  anticipate  our  actual  resources  oj  u 
issue  of  Treasury  notes.    The  material  qneatiai 
was,  whether  the  notes  should  bear  interest  or 
not.    In  the  present  extraordinary  condittm  (tf 
the  country,  he  should  think  notes  without  ii- 
terest  an  important  auxiliary  to  aid  in  the  e(d- 
lection  of  tne  revenue,  and  in  relieving  m 
internal  circulation.    He  believed  it  quite  •) 
important  to  adjust  the  balance  between  tbe 
south- western  and  north-western  portions  of  Ae 
country,  as  it  was  to  pay  off  our  foreign  dekt. 
If  there  was  a  current  revenne  coming  into  to 
Treasury,  snch  an  issue  might  be  safely  mede 
and  sustained  in  circulation,  and  would  not,  lib 
the  small  notes  issued  in  1815,  interfere  widi 
the  currency.    Gentieinen  denounced  notes  </ 
this  description  as  paper  money :  they  perform 
the  office  of  exchange,  and  not  of  curreiu?, 
and  at  the  same  time  were  convenioit  formik- 
ing  payments  into  the  Treasury,  and  for  our 
puolio  expenditnres.     The  onrrency  of  Inta, 
with  her  four  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  goH 
and  silver,  had  not  been  disturbed  by  the  vM* 
by  the  Bank  of  France  of  notes  of  slMst » 
similar  denomination.    The  demands^  of  com- 
merce alone  will  not,  however,  sustain  Ti«m- 
ury  notes,  without  interestL  in  circulation.   We 
mast  also  be  in  receipt  of  a  current  reTenW' 
Since  the  extension  of  time  to  the  mwdnats 
and  the  banks,  all  the  payments  into  the  Treit- 
ury  were  thrown  into  tixe  next  year,  md  fe 
some  months  very  littie  would  be  coming  Wo 
the  Treasury.    Under  snch  circumstances,  there 
was  reason  to  fear  that  the  notes  would  be  de- 
preciated.     He    hod,  therefore,  adopted  the 
principle  of  the  Senate's  bill,  allowing  m  in- 
terest.   He  was  not  in  favor  of  issuing  Tree- 
ury  notes  now,  or  at  any  time,  whethw  witt 
or  without  interest ;   but,  although  oar  re- 
sources are  ample,  we  are  compelled  to  «** 
Sate  them,  in  order  to  give  indulgence  to  tie 
ebtors  of  Grovemment.    In  relieving  thaii 
and  giving  means  to  the  Treasury,  it  i«  tort"' 
nate  that  we  can  afford  to  the  sonth-w » 
medium  of  remittance,  and,  at  the  same  tmj 
aid  the  merchants  on  the  Atlantic  to  py  * 
their  foreign  debt    It  was  the  proq)ect  of  ^ 
issue  of  ten  millions  of  Treasury  ""t^j 
had  already  considerably  reduced  the  P"*** 
specie.    Mr.  C.  then  moved  an  amendniMtW 
the  bffl,  by  proposing  substantiaDy  tLe  i*«>- 
sions  of  the  Senate's  bill,  authoriring  sn  »» 
of  Treasury  notes,  bearing  interest  not  eicew- 
ing  sixDcr  cent  ,  ,, 

Mr.  Bbxr  addresMd  tbe  Chair  as  tdkn. 
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Mr.  Chairman :  I  shall  foSow  the  snggestion 
made  by  the  churman  of  the  Committee  of 
Wajrs  and  Means,  and  consider  all  the  bills  upon 
your  table  as  oonstitating  one  ^stem,  although 
omttained  in  different  bills.  To  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Treasurer  to  issue  Treasury  notes, 
I  shall  propose,  as  amendments,  that  these  notes 
shall  bear  no  interest ;  and  that  the  Secretary 
be  authorized  to  Lisue  another  kind  of  paper — 
bills  reoeivable  in  payment  of  the  public  dues. 
Whea  ib«  bill  regulating  the  depositories  of  the 

riblio  money  shall  come  np  for  consideration, 
thaU  also  move  the  amendment  I  send  to  the 
CSiair,  proyiding  for  a  gradual  dissolution  of  all 
connection  between  the  Government  and  the 
banks ;  dispensing  entirely,  in  the  coorse  of 
three  years,  with  the  use  or  reception  of  their 
paper ;  and  using  them  only  for  tae  safe-keep- 
Bg  of  the  public  money  by  special  deposits. 
By  these  amendments,  the  Qovernment  will 
have  the  option  of  issuing  either  Treasury  notes 
bearing  no  interest,  or  bills  receivable  in  payment 
of  the  public  dues— the  Oovemment  will  be  sep- 
arated from  the  banks — the  public  moneys  be 
kept  in  the  banks  on  special  deposit — and  the  rev- 
enue be  collected  eiuier  in  Government  paper 
or  tpecie.  There  is  but  one  other  alternative 
before  the  committee  to  this  system  in  this 
di^M,  or  by  other  modifications,  and  that  is 
the  project  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Gabi-ajsd,)  to  reunite  the  Government  to 
.the  State  banks — receive  their  paper  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  dues — and  make  them,  as 
heretofore,  the  general  depositories  of  the 
n(8iey  of  the  country.  These  are  the  two 
projects  for  consideration. 

Hi  sir,  we  are  to  have  Treasury  notes,  I  pre- 
ter  that  they  should  not  bear  interest.  In  issu- 
ing these  notes,  it  is  not  our  object  simply  to 
raue  money,  or  to  pay  debts ;  but,  in  the  para- 
iTtto  state  of  the  country,  we  want  a  medium 
in  which  the  revenues  of  the  oonntry  can  be 
easily  collected,  and  domestic  exchanges  be 
earned  ou  without  embarrassment  to  the  banks. 
If  these  notes  bear  interest,  their  circulation 
will  be  impeded,  if  not  stopped  entirely ;  they 
will  be  retained  on  hand  as  investments.  Nor, 
sir,  do  I  think  the  objection  that  if  they  do  not 
bear  interest  they  will  fall  below  par,  is  well 
foandecL  Although  they  cannot  be  employed 
like  specie  in  paying  debts  abroad,  they  will 
answer  a  function  which  specie  cannot  perform 
in  carrying  on  the  exchanges  of  the  country. 
This  peculiarity  of  usefulness,  in  the  present 
sitaatioa  of  the  country,  will  more  than  coun- 
twbaltooe  any  other  advantages  which  either 
bank  notes  or  specie  may  possess  over  them,  as 
amediora  of  circulation. 

But,  air,  I  prefer,  to  Treasnrr  notes  in  any 
shape,  the  medium  I  propose — bills  receivable 
in  payment  of  the  pablio  dues.  A  Treasury 
note  is  a  promise  to  pay,  for  the  redemption  of 
vbich  specie  must  be  collected  and  reserved, 
A  bill  reoeiv  able  in  payment  of  the  public  dues, 
i*  merely  a  ^promise  to  receive,  and  has  its 
proinise  folfilied  when  received;  the  one  re- 


quires the  abstraction  of  a  large  amount  of 
specie  from  circulation — the  other  not  only 
abstracts  no  specie  from  circulation,  but  wiU 
actually  be  equivalent  to  an  additional  supply 
of  specie  to  the  amount  of  the  issue.  The  one 
may  bring  the  Government  in  collision  with 
the  banks  in  the  delicate  position  in  which 
they  will  be  placed  when  they  resume  specie 
payments — the  other  will  give  the  Government 
the  means  of  collecting  its  revenue  without 
intrenching  in  the  least  upon  the  resources  of 
the  banks.  The  one  is  intended  as  a  temporary 
expedient :  it  is  a  debt,  and  the  debt  mnst  soon 
be  pud ;  the  other  is  merely  an  instrument  of 
collection,  and  can  be  kept  out  forever,  and  be  • 
expanded  or  contracted  as  the  wants  of  the 
country  for  the  purposes  of  exchange  and 
collection  may  require.  For  these  reasons,  I 
prefer,  to  Treasury  notes,  bills  receivable  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues. 

Mr.  Cakbbele!70  said  he  did  not  hold  him- 
self responsible  for  the  very  extraordinary 
delay  in  the  passsge  of  the  bill  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instalment  which  passed  last  night.  But 
gentlemen  would  not  drive  him  from  the  course 
he  had  taken  in  bringing  these  bills  before  the 
House.  The  first  object  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  to  bring  the  bill  to  post- 
pone the  fourth  instalment  before  the  House, 
and  have  it  acted  upon.  Their  next  object  was 
to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  to  en- 
able it  to  go  on  with  its  disbursements;  and 
with  great  deference  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,)  who  had  become  very 
lately  the  advocate  of  the  merchants,  he  mnst 
say,  that  he  must  provide  for  the  wants  of  the 
Government  before  he  did  any  thing  else.  We 
have  been  told  bnt  yesterday  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sero>a.nt,)  and  it  was 
repeated  again  to-day,  that  be  could  not  obt^u, 
for  a  friend  of  his,  the  payment  of  a  draft  for 
$811.  He  would  not  budge  from  the  position 
he  had  taken,  and  he  felt  very  confident  that 
this  committee  would  not  do  so.  (Gentlemen 
understood  this  question  perfectly.  It  was 
simply  whether  Congress  would  authorize  the  ■ 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  with  or  without  interest 
The  bill  was  printed  in  various  forms,  both  in 
this  House  and  the  Senate;  and  gentlemen 
would  make  up  their  minds  on  the  subject  as 
well  now  as  a  month  hence. 

Mr.  Bell  made  a  few  remarks  in  explanation, 
contending  that  the  course  he  had  suggested 
before  was  the  proper  course  now  to  be  pursued. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Piokens,  the  amendments 
to  the  bill  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Tnx8DA.T,  October  8. 
Mimimippi  Mtetion. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  Adams  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  differing  es- 
sentially in  opinion  as  I  do  fr«m  that  of  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  (Mr. 
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LooHis,)  and  from  the  re^rt  of  tbe  mtjority 
of  the  Ooramittee  of  Eleolions,  \rHh  regtvd  to 
the  limitation  in  the  writ  of  election,  I  am 
constrained  ^ain,  though  very  onwillinKlT',  to 
address  the  Eonse  on  this  qnestion.  Not  on 
the  question  whether  a  vacancy  had  happened 
in  the  representation  of  the  people  of  Missis- 
sippi in  utis  House,  because  upon  that  point 
you  have  understood,  from  the  observations 
which  I  submitted  to  the  House  this  morning, 
my  opinions  concur  with  those  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  committee.  Bat  the  question 
itfecting  the  right  of  the  members  fi^>m  Missis- 
rippi  to  seats  on  this  floor,  is  not  whether  a 
vacancy  in  the  representation  of  the  State  had 
happened,  but  what  the  vacancy  was,  and  how 
that  vacancy  was  to  be  filled. 

Now  the  vacancy  was  of  two  seats  in  this 
House  of  members  from  the  State  of  Mississippi 
for  the  twenty-fifth  Congress  of  the  Unitea 
States,  which  twenty-filth  Congress  com- 
menoM  on  the  4th  of  March  last,  and  is  to  con- 
tinne  till  the  4th  of  March,  1839.  That  is  the 
26A  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
was  the  vacancy  in  tbe  representation  of  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi ;  and  so  it  is 
understood  by  the  m^ority  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  who  have  reported  the  resolution, 
that  Messrs.  Claibosnk  and  Gholsoit  have 
been  duly  elected  members  of  the  26th  Con- 
gress. 

But  have  they  been  so  elected?  The  Oonsti- 
tation  of  the  United  States  provides  that  "  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of 
members  chosen  every  second  year  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  several  States."  The  term  for  which 
tkjy  are  chosen  is  two  years. 

inie  constitution  further  provides,  that  the 
tlmea,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections 
for  Senators  and  Representatives  shsJl  be  pre- 
soribed  in  each  State  by  the  Legislature  there- 
of; but  the  Congress  may,  at  anytime,  by  law, 
make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the 
places  of  choodn(|  Senators. 

And  the  constitution  farther  provides,  that 
when  vacandes  happen  in  the  representation 
flrom  any  State,  the  Executive  authority  there- 
of shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  va- 
cancies. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
had,  by  an  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1838,  (so 
much  of  which  as  relates  to  the  subject  before 
the  House  is  inserted  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,)  prescribed  that  the  elec- 
tions for  members  of  Congress,  as  well  as  of 
the  Governor,  members  of  the  Legtslature,  and 
others,  should  be  held  biennially,  and  particu- 
larly tnat  the  Representatives  to  Congress  from 
that  State  should  be  elected  once  in  eveiy  two 
years,  to  be  computed  from  the  first  Monday  ia 
November,  in  the  year  1883.  Such  is  the 
standing  law  of  the  State,  and  in  enacting  it, 
the  Legislature  appear  not  to  have  been  aware 
that  it  left  the  State  wholly  without  represen- 
tation in  this  Hall,  from  the  commencement  of 
every  Congress  on  the  4th  of  ICaroh,  till  late  in 


November  of  every  first  Oongresrionil  jev; 
and  the  consequence  is,  and  most  b«,  tbit 
whenever  Congress  shall  meet,  whether  If 
virtue  of  a  law  of  the  United  8t*t«s,  or  I7  | 
special  call  from  the  President  of  the  Uiuttl 
States,  in  the  interval  between  the  4th  of  Muck, 
the  day  when  the  Congress  oommenoe^lIkltlll 
first  Monday  in  December  thereafter,  tb»  Stilt 
of  Mississippi  cannot  lawfully  be  repreeentcdii 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Cniltd 
States. 

The  vacancy  is  created,  not  as  tbe  vrit  of 
election  issued  by  Governor  Lynch  sren,  \j 
the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  w 
members  of  a  former  Congress,  but  by  the  hf 
of  the  State  deferring  the  elections  of  mooixn 
to  a  Congress  oommencing  on  the  4thof  lUni 
till  the  subsequent  November. 

The  vacancy  thus  created  by  the  lav  of  flii 
State  is  a  vacancy  which  the  Execntiw  of* 
State  cannot  supply.  It  is  not  within  tbe  p■^ 
view  of  the  auuiority  nven  him  to  supply  ti- 
cancies,  for  the  follomng  reasons :  Fint,  h- 
cause  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  law  of  tti 
State  itself,  which  prescribes  that  the  deetiot 
shall  be  held  once  in  every  two  years,  ia  H»- 
vember,  and  consequently  pnAibiting  its  beiif 
held  more  than  once  in  that  term.  Smoo^ 
because  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  prorata  d 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  thstte 
members  of  the  House  of  RepreeentatiTes  dull 
be  chosen  by  the  people  every  second  jw- 
And,  thirdly,  because  it  would  change  the  t* 
nre  of  the  term  of  office,  prescribed  by  tbe  mb- 
stitution  to  be  for  two  years,  into  a  tenure  01 
two  sets  of  members  from  the  same  State;  oee 
for  a  single  session  or  part  of  a  sestioo,  and  tbe 
other  for  the  remainder  of  the  temi  of  **« 
years. 

But  if  the  Governor  of  the  State  cannot  soi^ 
ply  the  vacancy  thus  created  by  the  law  of  tM 
State,  for  the  interval  of  time  befrtreen  the  4tk 
of  March  and  the  first  Monday  in  November, 
still  less  can  he,  directiy  in  the  fiioe  of  the  Iw 
of  the  State,  supply  a  vacancy  for  a  whole  Un 
of  two  years.  The  gentieman  from  New  Tort 
thinks  he  could,  and  that  his  writ  (rfelectioB,, 
instead  of  authorizing  it  to  be  held  f(X  a  cIkm* 
of  members  to  sit  until  superseded  b^  memk« 
to  be  chosen  at  the  regular  election  m  Nof<tt- 
her,  should  have  directed  it  to  be  hda  te 
members  of  the  twenty-fifth  Ooagn^J  "^ 
report  of  thei  Committee  of  Elections  avow  tw 
opinion  that  the  Governor,  by  introdnoi^  i*** 
his  writ  of  election  the  restriction 
terms  of  service  of  the  members  to  1 
transcended  bis  powers.  The  report 
tbe  opinion  of  the  oonmiittee  was  alni' 
imous  that  the  writ  was  perfect  in  itj 
out  the  restricting  clause ;  tiiat  its  Ming  u>^ 
does  not  invalidate  tbe  election  beild  nnderiti 
but  that  it  may  fairiy  be  rejectedf  v  sntpl* 
age.  They,  accordingly,  reject  it  4s  surplw^j^ 
and  present  to  the  House  a  nteolntion  w 
Messrs.  Clubornx  andGnoisos  jhave  been  only 
elected  members  of  tiie  tw»nl7i*fifth  Ooagw* 
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Ifr.  Speaker,  I  have  neTer  been  a  tenacious 
adherent  to  the  disorganiziDK  doctrine  of  State 
rights.  Bnt  conversant  as  I  have  been  with 
the  Gonatatotion  of  the  United  States  from  its 
origin;  fiumliar  as  I  hare  been  with  all  the 
controversies  which  attended  its  progress  from 
the  ITth  of  September,  1787,  when  it  was  pre- 
sented by  the  convention  at  Philadelphia  to  the 
people  of  the  Union,  till  its  final  adoption  by 
tiie  people  of  the  whole  thirteen  primitive 
States  of  the  Confederacy — equally  familiar  with 
all  tbe  subsequent  controversies  and  collisions 
of  power  between  the  General  and  State  Oov- 
emments,  as  well  as  between  the  several  de- 
partments of  this  Government — sworn  as  I 
nave  repeatedly  been  to  support  both  the  Oon- 
stitation  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  my 
native  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and 
profoundly  responsible  as  I  hold,  and  ever  have 
neld,  myself  to  a  tribunal  far  beyond  this  visi- 
ble diurnal  sphere,  for  the  fidthM  observance 
ot  those  oaths,  I  have  invariably  considered  the 
government  of  this  our  common  country  as 
consisting  of  two  distinct,  separate,  independ- 
ent, bnt  interwoven  anthoritiea,  both  limited — 
each  sovereign  within  its  appropriate  sphere — 
each  lawfully  powerless  to  encroach  upon  the 
appropriate  fonotions  of  the  other;  and  of  all 
the  errors  which  half  a  oentnry  of  national  ex- 
istence has  brooght  forth  to  kindle  the  torch  of 
discord  in  onr  country,  the  doctrine  of  nullifi- 
oation  is,  in  my  judgment,  the  greatest  and  the 
moat  pernicious.  And  next  to  that  is  tlie  doc- 
trine of  nullification,  by  the  Executive,  of  the 
acts  of  tbe  legidative  power — I  do  not  mean  by 
the  veto,  before  a  legislative  act  becomes  a  law 
— ^I  do  not  mean  by  the  constitntional  control 
given  to  Congress  over  certain  acts  of  State  leg- 
idation — ^bnt  I  mean  the  annulment,  by  a  State 
law,  (rf  an  act  of  Congress,  or  the  annulment  of 
a  State  law  by  an  Execntive  proclamation,  or 
by  any  department  of  the  General  Government, 
except  as  authorized  by  the  constitution. 

Noyr,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  both  these 
errors  are  involved  in  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  gentleman  near  me  fh>m  New  York,  {Iti. 
LooHia,)  in  the  report*  of  the  Committee  of 
EleeticHis,  and  in  the  resolution  with  which  it 
doses,  that  Uessrs.  Ci.a.ibobns  and  Gholson 
have  been  duly  elected  members  of  the  26th 
Congress.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
tiiinks  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
reprehensible  for  limitiDg  in  his  writ  the  elec- 
tion of  the  members  to  a  term  to  be  superseded 
by  members  to  be  chosen  at  the  general  elec- 
tion in  November,  prescribed  by  the  law  of  the 
State.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions considers  the  Governor  as  having,  by  in- 
serting the  restriction,  transcended  his  powers. 
l^y  rcjject  the  restriction  as  surphisage  I 

Sir,  it  was  the  standing  law  of  the  State. 
The  law  of  the  State  surplusage  I  The  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  by  conforming  bis  writ  to  the 
law  of  the  State,  transoended  his  powers  I 
"Why,  what  would  he  have  done  if  he  had 
omitted  the  restnotion  from  his   writ?    He 


would  have  annulled  the  law  of  the  State  by 
proclamation.  That  would  have  been  a  tran- 
scending of  his  powers  with  a  vengeance !  Sir, 
there  has  been  a  time,  in  the  land  of  our  fathers, 
when  the  pretension  of  power  in  a  kingly 
crowned  head  to  annul  the  laws  of  tbe  land  by 
proclamation,  conducted  tlie  royal  nullifier  to 
the  block.  As  a  democrat,  as  a  republican,  I 
should  luudly  expect  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  be  ready  to  invest  the  Gov- 
ernor of  a  State  with  a  dispenmng  power  to  annul 
tbe  laws  of  the  State  by  proclamation.  As  de- 
voted and  ardent  supporters  of  State  rights,  I 
should  hardly  have  expected  from  the  minority 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  a  charge  against 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  of 
transcending  his  powers  by  strict  conformity  to 
the  law  of  the  State ;  and  still  less  can  I  think 
that  this  House  will  adopt  a  resolution  equiva- 
lent to  the  appointment  by  this  House  of  mem- 
bers to  represent  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  from  the  dose  of  the  present  session 
to  the  end  of  the  26th  Congees.  For  this,  and 
nothing  less  than  this,  will  be  tbe  efiect  of 
adopting  the  resolution  reported  by  the  m^ori- 
ty  of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Upon  the  face  of  the  credentials  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, as  stated  by  themselves,  they  were 
elected  to  represent  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  in  this  House,  until  superseded  by 
members  to  be  chosen  at  the  regular  State  elec- 
tion in  November.  Yet  tbe  resolution  reported 
by  the  committee,  declares  that  they  shall  rep- 
resent the  people  of  that  State  during  the  whole 
of  the  26th  Congress.  The  people  of  the  State 
elected  them  to  serve  for  one  seasioA.  The 
resolution  of  the  House  is  to  constitute  them 
Representatives  of  the  people  of  Mississippi 
from  the  close  of  this  session  till  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

Sir,  it  is  my  very  deliberate  opinion  that  the 
election  of  the  two  members  from  the  State  of 
Misriaeippi,  for  a  term,  to  be  superseded  by  others 
to  be  elected  next  November,  was  unconstitn- 
tional ;  that  no  such  election  could  be  held,  be- 
oanse  it  is  indirect  collision  with  that  provision 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
prescribes  that  the  members  of  this  House  shall 
DC  chosen  every  other  year.  But  the  time,  place, 
and  manner  of  holding  the  election,  being  en- 
trusted by  the  constitution  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  the  Legislature  having  provided  only 
for  an  election  to  be  held  once  in  two  years,  and 
that  in  the  month  of  November,  <{fler  the  com- 
mencement of  the  term  of  the  Congress  for  which 
they  are  elected,  there  was  no  authority  in  the 
State  competent  to  ordain  an  election  for  a  sin- 
gle session  of  Congress,  or  for  a  term  short  of 
two  years,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1837.  The 
election  was,  therefore,  null  and  void.  It  was 
not  an  election  for  a  single  session,  or  antE 
November,  because  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  admits  of  no  such  election.  It 
was  not  an  election  for  the  whole  Congress, 
because  the  law  of  the  State  required  that 
another  eleoti<Hi  for  that  purpose  should  beheld 
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in  November,  and  the  writ  of  election  issued  by 
the  Governor,  in  exact  conformity  to  the  law 
of  the  State,  expressly  restricted  the  term  of 
service  to  the  interval  till  the  regular  election  in 
November.  If  he  had  no  power  to  insert  the  re- 
striction in  the  writ,  he  nad  none  to  issue  the 
writ  itself.  If  the  election  was  to  be  held  for  the 
whole  Congress,  the  law  of  the  State  had  pre- 
scribed that  it  should  be  held  in  November,  and 
it  could  be  held  at  no  other  time. 

The  error  of  all  this  was  in  the  law  of  the 
State,  fixing  the  time  for  the  election  of  the 
State's  members  in  this  House  nine  months 
after  the  commencement  of  thei  Congress  itself. 
The  power  of  the  Governor  was  not  competent 
either  to  repeal  this  law  or  to  supply  its  defects. 
He  assumed  authority  to  supply  its  defects; 
and  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
while  charging  him  with  transcending  his 
powers  in  this  assumption,  concedes  to  him  the 
power  which  he  dia  not  assume,  of  annulling 
the  law  of  the  State,  assumes  that  he  has  an- 
nolled  it,  and  stretches  the  election,  avowedly 
authorized  by  him  for  a  term  of  three  months, 
into  an  election  for  the  whole  Congress. 

If  the  House  should  adopt  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  we  are 
yet  to  see  how  it  will  be  taken  by  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Their  law  requires 
that  the  election  of  members  to  represent 
them  in  this  House  for  the  present  Congress, 
should  be  held  next  November.  That  law  this 
House  cannot  set  aside.  This  election  must  and 
will  be  held,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
same  members  will  be  again  returned.  Although 
I  hold  that  the  election  by  which  they  now 
occupy  tiieir  seats  was  irregular,  null,  and  void, 
I  have  been  content  that  they  should  hold  the 
seats,  and  wish  they  may  continae  to  hold  them 
till  the  close  of  the  session ;  because,  however 
irregular  the  election  may  have  been,  they  were 
actually  chosen  by  large  majorities  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  there  is  no  comparison  in  point  of 
magnitude  between  the  mere  inconvenience 
of  an  informal  election,  and  the  great  evil  of 
depriving  the  people  of  a  whole  State  of  their 
representation  in  this  House,  when  they  have 
actually  signified  their  pleasure  by  whom  they 
choose  to  be  represented.    I  would,  therefore, 

Postpone  tp  the  last  hour  of  the  session  the 
ecision  of  the  question;  but  I  should  then  vote 
for  the  resolution  as  proposed  from  the  gentie- 
man  firom  Tennessee.  The  regular  election 
would  then  be  held  according  to  the  law  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi;  and  as  there  is  no 
reason  for  expecting  that  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi  have,  since  last  August,  trans- 
ferred their  preferences  to  other  persons,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  same  members  will  be 
chosen  again.  But  it  is  devontiy  to  be  wished 
that  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
will,  by  a  suitable  modification  of  their  election 
law,  provide  against  the  recurrence  of  this  de- 
fect in  their  representation  in  this  House,  which 
must  otherwise  return  whenever  a  session  in- 
tervenes between  Die  fonrth  of  Maroh,  and  ^e  j 


first  Monday  in  December  of  every  altentte 
year.  Other  States  are  in  the  same  situtoi. 
Eight  or  ten  have  l>een  obliged  to  hold  Mr 
elections  since  the  special  cm.  for  the  preKBt 
session  by  the  President  of  the  United  SUtea. 
The  constitution  no  donbt  anthorixes  Coogns 
by  law  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  elec- 
tion, as  regulated  by  the  law  of  the  State;  bat 
there  never  yet  has  arisen  a  necessity  for  aa- 
cising  this  power  by  Congrees ;  nor  ahonld  it, 
without  necessity,  be  exercised.  It  is  a  aill 
more  exceptionable  remedy  for  the  evil  whieb 
is  now  proposed ;  on  assomption  of  iil«^ 
power  by  the  Governor  of  a  State,  and  thendM- 
cation  of  a  State  law  by  a  resolution  of  thiiHoM. 

Mr.  OAMBBELEira  asked  that  there  migbt  be 
a  call  of  the  House.  This  was  agreed  to,  td 
the  roll  was  called ;  when  106  membert  n- 
Bwered  to  their  names. 

Mr.  WHrmJMKT,  of  Ohio,  said  that,  u  then 
was  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the  gentlemoi  froo 
Mississippi  had  been  elected  for  the  nteteat  les- 
sion  only,  or  the  whole  Congress,  ne  thon^ 
it  wonld  be  the  better  plan  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table,  and  thus  afford  tlnie  to 
tiem  to  return  and  be  re-elected.  With  thit 
view,  he  moved  that  the  report  of  theOomiiiit- 
t«e  of  Elections,  with  the  amendment  tbsreto, 
be  laid  on  the  table,  and,  on  that  qnestioa,  he 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Negatived — ^yeas  70,  nays  145. 

Mr.  Hatsm  moved  the  previous  V^'^ 
which  was  seconded — yeas  106,  nays  81 ;  «» 
the  main  qnestion  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Bbigos  called  for  the  yeas  andn»y«<»B« 
main  question,  which  was  the  adoption  of  tM 
resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Beo- 
tions,  that  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson  were 
entitled  to  their  seats ;  whioh  was  ordered,  md 
were: 

TiAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  AtherW, 
Beatty,  Bietne,  BickueU,  Birds»ll,  Boon,  Boiddn, 
Brodbead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchaniui,  Bjnnin,  Cm- 
breleng,  John  Campbell,  T.  J.  Carter,  C««ey,  a«My, 
Chapman,  Cilley,  Clark,  aeveland.  Coles,  COT^o^ 
Crary,  Cushman,  Davec,  DeGraff,  Droragool^  Our 
can,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Harrington,  FairBeM.W' 
Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Glaseodi,  WiBkBtt* 
ham.  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  fl«^ 
risen,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Herod,  Hdsey,  H**- "J* 
ard,  Hnbley,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jadisoo,  J.  ^*J 
Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  KenW, 
Kilgore,  Klingenamith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  1^ 
LoMD,  Arphaxed  Loomis,  J.  M.  Mason,  Marto, »»;, 
R.  McClellaa,  A.  McCleUan,  licCIure,  McKim.  B""- 
Monlgomety,  Moore,  Moigan,  a  W.  Moms,  Mollo- 
here,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  P*™^ 
Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  n»f> 
Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Eeily,  Rhett,  Kc™™^ 
Rives,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spa«. 
Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titiw,  Toucey.  Toni^. 
VaiL  Vandenreer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Wedi^ 4|?- 
White,  T.  T.  WMtUesey,  Jared  W.  Willi»n».  Wot* 

10.m— M^asra.  AdauM,  Alexander,  H.  Alio,  J*- 
W.  Aflen,  Aycrigg,  Bdl,  Bond,  Bor*n,  ««*  "• 
B.  Qdhoim,  Joiin  CUhoon,  Wm.  S^  Uopbeli.  H» 
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B.  Ovter,  Owmben,  CSiMtliazn,  Childa,  Qowney, 
CorwiD,  CnnMon,  Ciookstt,  Curtia,  Cudiing,  Dar- 
Uogton,  D«WBon,  Dariea,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn, 
Ev«n«,  ETorett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Jlllmore,  Rice 
Garland,  Goode,  GimTcs,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hal- 
8ted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawea,  Hemy,  R  M. 
T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  W. 
Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Semson  Mason, 
Manry,  Maxwell,  MoKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  MlUi- 
gan,  Calrary  Morris,  Noyes,  OfAe,  Patterson,  Patton, 
Pearce,  Peck,  PhMipa,  Pope,  Potts,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Bencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Ramsey,  Russell, 
Sawyer,  Sergramt,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  0.  Shopard, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Blade,  SooUig^  Stanly,  Stratton, 
TaUaferro,  Thompson,  TilUngiiast,  Toland,  Towns, 
Underwood,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  WilUams, 
a  'Williams,  J.  L.  WiUiams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Toike— 101. 

8o  Messrs.  Gbolscm  and  Cluborne  were  de- 
clared to  have  been  dnly  elected  members  of 
the  twenty-fiflh  Oongress  from  the  State  of 
ICiflsiasippi,  and,  as  saoh,  entitled  to  their  seats 
on  this  floor. 


Wksnssdat,  October  4. 
Treatmry  Note$. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Connob  in 
the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  "  to  aothorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes." 

The  qoestion  was  on  the  sabstitnte  of  Mr. 
Sbort. 

ICr.  BiDDLB  siud,  in  entering  on  his  duties  as 
a  member  of  this  House,  he  had  done  so  with  a 
fixed  determination  to  be  drawn  into  no  merely 
factious  opposition  to  those  who  administered 
the  GoTemment.  But  it  was  undeniable,  in 
the  high  state  of  credit  which  this  country  en- 
joyed, at  hcnne  and  abroad,  that  any  method 
of  pledging  that  credit  in  constitutional  form, 
will  effect  the  desired  object  with  equal  cer- 
tainty and  promptitude,  it,  then,  the  adminis- 
tration has  resorted  to  a  method  which  is  meet 
liable  to  ezcepti<«;  which,  in  its  example,  is 
most  dangerous ;  which  would,  in  all  probabil- 
ity, be  the  least  productive  and  the  most  bur- 
deosome;  which  would  tend  to  disguise  from 
the  people  their  real  condition  and  liabilities, 
then  he  felt  not  merely  at  liberty,  but  bound  to 
resist  it,  and  to  turn  the  Government  round  to 
a  m^iod  direct,  advantageous,  tmd  unexcep- 
tionable. 

He  would  make  a  prdiminary  remark.  The 
late  Premdent,  Genend  Jackson,  had  proclaim- 
ed to  the  whole  world  that  the  bill  before  us  is 
mtconstitntional,  and,  if  passed,  will  not  bind 
the  fiiith  of  tbe  nation.  In  his  letter  to  the 
editor  of  tbe  Globe,  dated  Hermitage,  28d  of 
July,  1887,  he  says : 

"  I  hope  no  Treasury  notes  will  be  issued.  The 
Treasury  drafts  upon  actual  deposits  are  constitu- 
tional, and  do  not  partake  of  paper  credits  as  Treas- 
ury notes,  which  are  subject  to  depreciation,  by  the 
merdumts,  and  banks,  and  shareis,  and  brokers-, 
and  will  be,  if  issued ;  and  the  Ooremment  cannot 
avoid  h.    OUEsMBt  anat  H  be  witii  Tieasoty  drafts 


drawn  upon  actual  deposits ;  and,  firom  tbe  conduct 
of  the  banks  and  the  merchants,  they  deserve  no  favors 
from  the  Government,  which  they  have  attempted  to 
disgrace,  and  to  destroy  its  credit  both  at  home  and 
abroad." 

Now,  sir,  does  this  bin  profess  to  authorize 
drafts  on  actual  deposits  in  the  Treasury,  or 
notes  to  be  discounted  by  merchants,  banks, 
shavers,  and  brokers  !  The  title  is  "  A  bill  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,"  and 
the  President  and  Secretary  are  empowered  to 
make  the  best  bargain  they  can  with  these 
merchants,  banks,  shavers,  and  brokers,  pro- 
vided not  more  than  six  per  cent,  be  allowed. 
Does  any  one  pretend  to  deny  that  they  encoun- 
ter the  fuU  denunciation  of  General  Jackson  as 
unconstitutional?  He  holds,  distinctly,  that 
the  power  to  borrow  money  does  not  embrace 
the  issqe  of  this  kind  of  paper. 

Mr.  Chairman,  yon  will  readily  believe  that 
I  am  not  one  of  those  who  push  to  an  extreme 
my  faith  in  tbe  accuracy  of  General  Jackson's 
opinions  on  constitutional  points.  That  is  not 
the  question.  Is  it  not  undeniable  that  such 
opinions  are  held  by  many,  and  will  exercise  a 
wide  influence  ?  llie  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  tells  us  that  these 
notes  are  to  find  their  resting-place  in  Londcm ; 
in  other  words,  this  is  a  new  form  of  loan  to 
ib»  Umted  States  ftom  the  detested  Barings. 
They  ought,  then,  to  have  a  clear  and  indispn- ' 
table  crMit  among  those  who  have  been  soured 
and  alarmed  at  bein^  so  long  held  up  as  per- 
sons whom  it  is  meritorious  to  cheat,  because 
they  happen  to  live  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic. Let  it  be  remembered,  too,  that,  in 
discussing  the  probabilities  of  the  Supreme 
Court  d^aring  a  certain  charter  unoonstitn- 
tional,  great  reliance  was  placed  on  the  fact 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  present  judges  had 
been  appointed  by  General  Jackson.  If  those 
judges  should  adopt  his  opinions  in  the  present 
case,  what  a  fraud  is  to  be  practised  on  the 
purchasers  of  this  paper  I  Tnese  are  matters 
which  cannot  remain  unknown  in  that  great 
mart  of  the  world,  where  rival  stocks  are  per- 
petually struggling  for  precedence.  Nay,  sir, 
IS  it  not  possible  that  the  agent  for  the  Smith- 
sonian bequest,  in  one  of  those  fluctnations  of 
mood  to  which  he  seems  subject,  may  repub- 
lish, with  a  preface,  the  letter  of  General  Jack- 
son to  Mr.  Blair,  as  he  did  a  certain  other  letter, 
with  a  view  to  shake  public  confidence  in  an 
American  stock  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  other  objections  to 
this  bill. 

No  one  can  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact,  that 
this  is  the  commencement  of  a  new  national 
debt.  But  it  wears  a  mask  to  conceal  its  hid- 
eous countenance.  With  what  n^turous  joy 
did  the  people  hail  their  escape  from  tbe  lor- 
mer  load  I  Abundant  gratitude  was  cl»med, 
on  that  occasion,  for  General  Jackson ;  though 
it  was  the  result  of  measures  matured  long  be- 
fore, and  retarded,  rather  than  advanoea,  by 
tbe  increased  expenditures  of  his  administrft- 
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tion.  Th«re  ia  plainly  now  a  trembling  timid- 
ity— a  morbid  fear — after  so  mnch  false  boast- 
ing, to  lay  bare  the  fact  that  the  firat  step  of 
the  preaent  administration  is  to  create  a  nation- 
al debt.  Is  it  right,  sir,  tliat  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  shoold  co-operate  in  an 
effort  to  mislead  the  people  ?  How  manjr  of 
oar  constituents  are  aware  of  the  true  charac- 
ter and  operation  of  this  bill  ?  Is  it  not  proper 
that  thej  shotdd  be  instantly  aroused,  so  that, 
at  the  polls,  they  may  begin  at  once  to  exercise 
their  nght  of  claiming  from  candidates  a  pledge 
of  rigid  economy  ?  How  is  this  debt  to  be  paid 
off?  Does  anybody  suppose  that  the  preaent 
emission  of  paper  will  render  more  available 
the  notes  of  brMcen  banks  which  constitute  our 
present  resources?  On  the  contrary,  it  will 
only  cause  their  still  farther  depreciation.  Yon 
wUl  not  be  able  to  force  them  even  upon  the 
revolutionary  pensioners  and  the  laborers. in 
your  service.  They  will  prove  a  total  loss  to 
the  holders,  as  was  the  case  when  the  paper 
tickets  of  irresponsible  individuals  were  super- 
seded by  the  paper  tickets  of  corporations. 
Sir,  this  thing  must  end  in  direct  U^es.  The 
necessity  may  be  shnflBed  off  by  new  emissions, 
but  will  oome  at  last  with  all  its  accumulation. 
Disguise  the  matter  as  you  may,  these  ten  millions 
will  have  eventually  to  be  paid  out  of  the  soiL 
Unless  the  people  are  aronsed,  and  take  the 
matter  into  their  own  hands,  the  time  will 

rdily  come  when  every  farmer,  in  preparing 
his  crop,  mnst  run  one  furrow  for  himself 
and  the  next  for  the  tax-gatherer.  Viewing 
the  matter  even  on  party  grounds,  how  is  it 
that  an  administratioD,  pledged  to  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson,  begins  its  career 
by  creating  a  debt  of  ten  millions,  in  a.  mode 
whi^  General  Jackson  has  denounced  as  dan- 
gerous and  unconstitutional  ? 

Hr.  Ohairman.  it  has  ever  been  a  subject  of 
regret  and  astonishment  that  our  mode  of  rus- 
ing  money  is  one  that  invites  prodigality  and 
extravagance,  and  tends,  most  speedily,  to  ex- 
haust our  credit  Our  wisest  statesmen  have 
warned  us,  over  and  over  again,  of  the  fatal 
impolicy  of  ever  incurring  a  debt,  without,  at 
the  same  time^providing  a  specific  fund  for  its 
redemption.  Even  during  the  late  war,  when 
there  was  a  disposition  to  put  every  thing  at 
risk,  in  sust^ning  the  country,  without  looking 
to  consequences,  you  will  find  that  the  voice 
of  sagacious  men  was  raised  in  protest  against 
this  improvidence.  Thus,  in  the  debate  of  the 
Sth  of  April,  1814,  on  the  subject  of  Treasury 
notes,  a  patriotic  member  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
reaentatives,  Mr.HoKim,  used  this  language : 

"  Mr.  McKim  said  he  shonld  be  sorry  to  deny 
to  the  gentleman  the  courtesy  of  having  his  resolu- 
tion referred,  were  it  not  for  one  conrnderation.  If 
tiie  gentleman  would  add  to  his  motion  a  proposition 
for  inch  further  tax  as  riiould  be  neoeasary  to  redeem 
the  notes  when  they  became  doe,  he  abonld  concur 
in  Us  motion.  But  be  asked  ot  the  House  to  take 
a  deliberata  view  of  this  sulqect  before  they  referred 
tteresolntioa.    If  there  was  any  one  pcdnt  on  which 


Government  should  be  eantiooa,  it  dioold  be  ib 
credit ;  and  a  regard  for  the  credit  of  the  GoRn- 
ment  would  not  justify  the  isRuing  of  these  boIm 
without  providing  for  their  redemption." 

Nay,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  him- 
self, in  his  recent  report,  admits  the  importnm 
of  such  a  provision : 

"  In  connecUon  with  the  issue  of  any  Treinn7 
notes,  it  is  believed  to  lie  wise  to  make  ample  proii- 
sion  far  their  eariy  and  final  redemption.'' 

Why  has  this  been  neglected  ?  "Why  is  it 
that  Congress  shall  grant  money  with  reckless 
precipitation,  omitting  the  precautions  sgunst 
abuse  which  even  an  executive  o£Scer  has 
pointed  out  ? 

Mr.  B.  BtAd  he  could  not  forbear  to  preai 
upon  the  House  the  warning  of  the  first  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  as  to  the  emisoon  of 
paper  money  by  this  Government : 

"  Tlie  enutting  of  paper  money  by  the  aothorit; 
of  the  Government  is  wisely  prohibited  to  the  indi- 
vidual States  by  the  naUonal  constitution,  and  tix 
spirit  of  tliat  proMbitioii  ought  not  to  be  disregarded 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Tbo^ 
paper  emissions,  under  a  general  authority,  mpi 
nave  some  advantages  not  applicable,  and  be  free 
from  some  disadvantages  which  are  applicaUe,  to  the 
like  emission  by  the  States  separately,  yet  they  ne 
of  a  nature  so  liable  to  abuse,  and,  it  may  ana  be 
affirmed,  so  certun  of  being  abased,  that  the  mdon 
of  Government  will  be  shown  ia  never  tmstiiig  itaelf 
with  the  use  of  BO  sedudiw  and  dangerous  an  expe- 
dient" "  The  stamping  of  paper  is  an  openliM  m 
much  eader  than  the  laying  of  taxte,  that  a  Gorera- 
ment  in  the  practice  of  paper  emismons  would  nid; 
faU,  in  any  such  emergency,  to  indulge  itoelf  too  to 
in  the  employment  of  that  resource,  to  avoid  as  mnai 
as  possible  one  leas  auspicious  to  present  popohtitf- 

Hero,  sir,  you  find  plainly  disclosed  to  m  the 
real  motive  for  a  resort  to  Government  jitper. 
It  is  "  less  auspicious  to  presmt  popuhtt^'* 
adopt  a  course  which  would  compel  the  peopw 
to  panse  and  to  reflect  upon  the  folly  and  im- 
posture that  have  brought  us  to  our  prewnt 
condition." 

Are  we,  sir,  prepared  to  run  over  ^•"' f 
career  of  improvidence,  without  the  shidoTOf 
a  pretext,  and  against  all  the  lessons  of  wiriaj 
and  experience  ?  Sir,  the  present  tunes  ifforo 
little  scope  for  ambition,  or  reward  for  the  t«l« 
of  office.  But  this  administratiMi  has  po' w™*; 
from  narrow,  temporary,  and  selfish  consiM* 
tions,  an  opportmuty  of  earning  the  lasting  p»| 
tude  of  posterity,  and  achieving  a  ^reat  ''^^^ 
umph,  by  placing  this  matter  on  its  troe  l^ 

Vihat,  I  repeat,  is  now  the  fund  mainly  1«»- 
ed  to,  for  the  redemption  of  those  Treswr 
notes  ?  "Why,  sir,  the  claims  which  we  hoW  « 
broken  banks,  and  the  vague  hope  that  tMT 
will  grow  better  during  the  next  year,  in  wiicn 
we  are  going  to  wage  a  war  of  externnnsuw 
against  those  institutions.  No,  sir!  ^f^ 
not  the  least  hope  or  expectation  of  m  I™'" 
that  quarter.  It  i?  perfectly  weU  known  uw 
the  only  claim  to  credit  which  these  no^ 
possess,  is  the  fact,  that  they  constitate  «  «* 
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on  every  inch  of  real  estate  in  the  country,  and 
mnst  be  discharged  out  of  the  hard  labor  of  the 
country.  Bat  the  administration  daree  not  ac- 
knowledge this  to  the  people.  It  does  not  feel 
strong  enough  to  do  so.  Oonoealment  is  ne- 
cessary. For  this  very  reason,  sir,  I  resist  the 
project.  I  say  to  the  administration,  come  out 
fiMrly  and  openly,  so  that  the  people  may  see 
what  19  before  them ;  do  this,  and  I  will  oheer- 
folly  oo-operate  with  yon. 

Mr.  Obairman,  there  is  a  paragraph  in  the 
President's  Message,  to  which  I  could  not  listen 
without  pain  at  the  light  in  which  it  must  place 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  country  before  all 
those  who  have  wat«hed  the  course  of  events. 
I  aJlnde  to  the  passage  in  which  he  adverts  to 
a  prophecy  that,  under  a  State  cliarter,  the 
Pennsylvania  Banlc  of  the  United  States  would 
prove  stronger  than  ever.  Sir,  I  think  that 
such  anticipations  were  justifiable.  It  might 
well  be  supposed  that,  on  escaping  from  the 
constitutional  scruples  which  clogg»d  her  for- 
mer existence,  and  from  the  party  contests 
which  perpetually  sought  to  involve  her  in 
their  vortex,  there  would  be  no  longer  a  motive 
for  persecution.  It  was,  doubtless,  believed 
that  many  even  of  the  politicians  who  had  join- 
ed in  a  cnr  against  the  bonk,  in  order  to  Keep 
abreast  of  a  suppoeed  popular  current,  would 
gladly  atone  to  their  own  consciences  by,  at 
kast,  an  amnesty.  Was  it  not  rational  to  pre- 
sume that  the  States  would  cordially  welcome 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  its  career 
of  quiet  usenilness  ?  And,  when  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  had  thrown  round  it  her  wgis, 
was  it  to  be  apprehended  that  those,  at  least, 
who  had  been  so  long  indulging  in  sentimental 
regrets  over  "the  lost  rights  of  the  States," 
would  be  the  first  to  trample  upon  such  as  are 
onqaeationable ?  And  yet,  sir,  how  was  it? 
Ton  well  know  the  subsequent  history.  The 
topic  was  too  precious  for  demagogues  to  be 
abandoned.  Party  firea  had  begun  to  wane  and 
langidBh  for  want  oi  the  aconstomed  blast  and 
aliment.  The  war  assumed  a  character  of  un- 
precedented fierceness.  Before  the  wax  of  the 
charter  was  cold,  yon  saw  the  great  State  of 
Ohio,  under  the  influence  of  party  excitement, 
passing  a  law  to  inflict  the  heaviest  penalties 
upon  any  one  of  her  citizens  or  corporations 
who  should  dare  to  act  as  tiie  agent  of  that 
bank.  We  of  Pittsbnrg  well  know  that  the 
result  of  this  single  blow  was  to  paralyze,  in  a 

Ckt  measure,  the  western  business  of  the 
k.  There  wax  denied  even  a  right  of  way, 
and  it  became  almost  perilous  to  open  in  Ohio 
a  letter  connected  with  her  aflfiura.  You  saw, 
also,  under  the  some  impulses,  the  branch  ex- 
pelled, on  a  few  days'  notice,  from  MiaaourL 
And  in  other  quarters,  so  tar  from  being  per- 
mitted to  take  the  position  of  a  regulator,  she 
has  been  compelled  to  pass  an  obscure  and  un- 
easy existence,  constantly  assailed  by  party 
damor,  and  with  the  Qovemment  and  its  min- 
ions ready  uid  eager,  at  any  mommt,  to  second 
a  bk>w  at  her  interests. 


And  who,  sir,  took  the  lead  in  that  crusade  i 
The  writer  of  this  very  Message.  Ton  saw 
him,  with  astonishment,  arraigning  the  sover- 
eign State  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  high  misde- 
meanor, before  a  Cincinnati  dinner-table.  You 
saw  him  addressing  to  that  dinner-party  an  in- 
flammatory letter,  urging  them,  amidst  their 
orgies,  to  lift  high  the  wine-cup  in  pledge  of 
eternal  hostility  to  our  Pennsylvania  institu- 
tion. And  yet,  sir,  he  who  has  successfully 
employed  the  influence  of  his  high  station  aa 
Vice  President  in  efforts  to  cripple  that  insti- 
tution— to  baffle  all  her  exertions  to  be  diffu- 
sively useful — now  sneers  in  this  high  state 
paper  at  the  sanguine  hopes  with  which  she 
entered  on  her  new  career  t 

It  has  been  a  snbjeot  of  complaint  here  that, 
amidst  the  falling  to  pieces  of  the  system  of  over- 
banking,  to  which  your  ^Ucy  gave  unrestricted 
scope,  we  Pennsylvania  institution  did  not  con- 
tinue to  pay  specie.  From  whom  is  this  heard  I 
From  those  who  had  destroyed  her  national  char^ 
acter,  and  with  it  all  acconntability  to  the  na- 
tion :  from  those  who  had  broken  down  the  only 
bamer  against  over-issues  of  paper,  which  then, 
"  like  to  an  entered  tide,"  had  rushed  by  and 
flooded  the  country ;  from  those  who  had  com- 
pelled her  to  wind  up,  and  to  dispose  of  her  re- 
sources at  a  long  credit ;  from  those  who,  in 
1888,  declared  that  she  was  "  a  reptile  beneath 
the  feet  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  and 
that  she  had  been  "  brought  to  her  kneee  at  tlie 
first  blow  of  the  State  banks  1 "  Surely,  it  is 
of  the  essence  of  modesty  and  coneustency  that 
such  complaints  should  proceed  from  such  a 
quarter.  But,  forsooth,  she  might,  as  she  as- 
serts, have  continued  specie  payments.  Be  it 
so.  The  fact  cannot  well  be  questioned  by 
those  who  ring  in  our  ears  her  tremendous 
power  and  resources.  But  would  such  a  course, ' 
if  practicable,  have  relieved  the  country  t  Ev- 
ery candid  man  must  admit  that  exactly  the  re- 
verse would  have  been  the  case.  If  she  con- 
tinued to  pay  out  specie,  she  mnst  resort  to 
measures  to  compel  a  similar  course  on  the 
part  of  others.  And  who  does  not  see  the  wide- 
spread rain  that  must  have  ensued  ?  Look  at 
the  bill  upon  your  table  for  the  adjustment  of 
claims  upon  the  deposit  banks.  Before  a  resort 
to  suit,  you  provide  for  the  offer  to  receive 
payment  in  protracted  instalments.  This  is  al- 
ready pronouaoed,  by  gentlemen  from  the  quar- 
ters m  which  they  are  located,  to  be  oppressive 
and  ruinous.  Yet  you  reproach  the  Pennsyl- 
vania bank  for  not  having  taken  the  podtion 
which  would  have  compelled  a  far  sharper  and 
more  peremptory  action  on  her  part.  It  seems 
to  be  the  misfortune  of  gentlemen,  otherwise 
amiable  and  just,  to  catch  the  spirit  which  pre- 
vuls  here,  and  to  suppose  that  a  capacity  for 
mischief  necessarily  implies  the  exercise  of  it. 
"So,  sir  1  If  the  whole  force  of  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  sustain  a  league  of  banks,  the 
Pennsylvania  institution  might  well  decline  to 
become  an  instrument  for  gratifying  the  blind 
and  OBgovemable  rage  with  which  the  Exeoa- 
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tire  was  disposed  to  tarn  npon  tlioM  who  had 
been  so  long  the  objects  of  eulogy  and  fayorit- 
isin.  She  did  wiseVi  I  think,  not  to  ezhanst 
herself  in  an  effort  to  destroy  them,  but  to  re- 
serve whatever  strength  she  possessed  to  co- 
operate with  them  in  an  effort  to  relieve  the 
country  from  the  evils  into  which  miagovem- 
ment  had  plunged  it 

Sir,  after  destroying  the  best  currency  with 
which  any  country  was  ever  blest,  the  friends 
of  the  administration  tell  as  that  they  have 
constitutional  scruples  about  meddling  farther 
with  the  subject ;  it  is  no  concern  of  theirs ; 
they  doubt  their  right  to  cure  the  mischief  they 
have  inflicted.  Suppose,  sir,  one  of  your  naval 
commanders  should  msist  on  taking  under  con- 
voy a  fleet  of  American  merchantmen.  He  de- 
clares that  he  has  the  only  accurate  charts; 
that  he  is  familiar  with  every  shoal  of  the 
channel,  and  every  indentation  of  the  coast. 
But,  in  the  midst  of  difficulty  and  danger — 
with  breakers  around,  and  signals  fii  distress 
everywhere  flying,  he  is  seen  refusing  the  aid 
of  a  single  boat  or  anchor,  and  abandoning  to 
their  fate  the  victims  of  his  ignorance  and  pre- 
sumption. Would  it  b«  sufficient  for  such  an 
officer  to  say,  as  has  been  argued  here,  "  mine 
was  a  nationid  ship  intended  to  meet  the  public 
enemy;  had  I  rendered  assistance  on  that  oc- 
casion, the  next  request  would  be  to  throw 
overboard  my  guns  for  the  more  convenient 
transportation  of  merchandise ! "  If  such  ar- 
guments would  be  met  by  universal  scorn  and 
execration,  must  not  the  country  regard  with 
similar  feelings  the  coarse  of  the  dominant 
party? 

But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  it  is  contended  that 
the  nation  will  cheerfully  sacrifice  itself  for  a 
metaphor.  The  word  ditoree  is  to  reconcile  ns 
to  every  evil.  This  seemed  to  him  a  sing^ar 
notion,  with  regard  to  a  people  supposed  to 
cherish,  in  an  especial  manner,  all  the  endear- 
ing ties  and  sympathies  of  domestic  life.  The 
word  has  been  supposed  to  bring  up  the  most 
melancholy  images ;  it  speaks  of  violated  faith 
— of  nngovemable  passions — of  a  desolated  fire- 
side. The  most  remarkable  case  on  record  is 
that  of  Henry  YHI. ;  on  which  rests  the  yet 
unmitigated  execration  of  mankind.  There, 
too,  the  talk  was  of  State  policy ;  and  even  re- 
ligion was  pressed  into  service  as  the  handmaid 
of  lost.  The  purest  statesman  of  the  age  was 
led  to  the  block  for  his  opinions  about  the  di- 
vorce. Sir,  what  has  been  the  past  career,  and 
what  is  the  present  state,  of  the  party  in-  this 
matter }  Yon  have  long  since  madly  broken 
away  from  a  legal  connection,  sanctified  by  a 
happy  and  serene  cohabitation  of  forty  years. 
In  your  downward  course  from  ren>eotability, 
yon  next  took  to  your  pets,  to  the  infinite  shame 
and  mortification  of  all  decent  persons  who 
looked  on.  And  now  yon  are  wearied  of 
them,  and  wish  to  go  upon  the  town  at  large  I 
This  craving  for  novelty — this  chanse  of  doxies 
— you  dignify  with  the  name  of  a  diveree, 
which  shall  console  ns  in  the  midst  of  our  ca- 


lamities. The  man  whom  you  have  deimved 
of  the  chance  of  earning  a  ainner  for  his  witt, 
is  to  go  home  and  comfort  her  with  talk  (bout 
the  divorce  1 

Mr.  RoBKBTsoN  said  he  was  opposed  to  tli« 
biU,  whether  designed  to  raise  revenue  or  to 
create  a  circulating  medium.  As  a  revenae 
measure  he  believed  it  onneoessary,  and,  nndct 
that  impression,  he  was  unwilling,  at  thit  tune 
of  general  pressure,  to  incur  a  new  debt  or  Uyj 
upon  the  people  additional  burdens.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  anticipates  a  deficit  rf 
five  or  six  millions  of  dollars  only.  He  pro- 
poses to  withhold  the  fourth  instalment  let 
apart  for  the  States,  or  to  resort  to  some  otlxr 
resource  for  a  sum  equal  to  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  which  he  gives  us  to  understand  will  meet 
all  necessary  expenses,  and  leave  a  sDrpInt  d 
one  million  for  the  mint,  and  three  or  fbar  mil- 
lions for  sadden  and  contingent  calk  llie 
some  view  is  presented  still  more  distinctly  bj 
the  President  m  his  Message.    He  tells  ns : 

"  The  sum  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  jres; 
beyond  the  probable  receipts  and  the  imoont  it  w 
intended  should  be  left  in  the  Tntsatj  at  Ae  coo- 
mencement  of  the  year,  will  be  about  six  millioiii* 

He  makes  this  estimate  on  the  snppositioa 
that  indulgence  will  be  extended  on  the  mer- 
chants' bonds.  Adverting  to  the  meant  of 
supply,  he  says : 

"It  is  not  proposed  to  procure  the  imoatn' 
quired  by  loans  or  increased  taxation.  IVre  in 
now  in  the  Treasury,  $9,867,214,  directed  by  the  let 
of  83d  June,  1886,  to  be  deposited  with  the  SUM 
in  October  next" 

He  then  recommends  the  nse  of  thii  ram,  * 
the  whole  or  the  greater  part  will  be  wanted 
to  defray  existing  appropriations.  _  Well,  mt, 
we  have  granted  the  sum  reqairtd,  in  the  very 
mode  recommended  by  the  Execntive,  by  rm- 
lating  our  engagement  solemnly  made  "i"*.*^ 
States ;  and  now,  before  we  have  detemuneo 
whether  any  or  what  indulgence  shall  be  M- 
tended  to  the  merchants  or  the  banks,  wean 
called  npon  to  anthwize  an  iasae  of  ten  nnlliiw 
in  Treasury  notes,  making  (exdnsive  ft  »e 
sum  withheld  fW)m  the  States)  about  fortX'" 
millions  for  the  current  year.  It  is  true  w 
President  proposes  this  issue,  not  in  addiMj 
to  the  funds  withheld  from  the  6tat«»,  W 
temporarily,  and  only  until  the  amount  caa  w 
collected  from  the  banks.  But  there  n  W 
pretence  that  the  banks  are  insolvent;  n** 
there  any  proof  that  the  whole  or  wwj  I** 
at  least  of  what  they  ow?  may  not  sp*"™^''* 
collected  or  made  available.  We  well  W^ 
that  hitherto  drafts  niKm  them,  whether  p* 
or  not  have  served  the  purposes  of  ^^ 
emment;  indeed  that  ©^en  ^^^  J"  j^^ 
these  drafts  have  readily  sold  in  the  n***!" 
a  premiam  <rf  six  or  seven  percent  «~ 
millions  only  of  the  sum  wrested  iw?  "T 
States  can  be  commanded,  they  will  «°J*r 
the  President  himself  informs  ns,  for  the  ""^ 
vie©  of  the  present  year.    Yet  we  are  to  i«" 
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ten  millions  in  Treasnt7  notes,  redeemable  at 
the  expiration  of  twelve  months ;  six  millions 
to  supply  what,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe, 
ire  may  obtain  from  the  banks  indebted  to  ns, 
or  mi^e  aviulable  by  drafts  npon  them ;  and 
the  residue,  avowedly,  to  provide  or  keep  np  a 
sarplos  for  the  mint,  and  for  unforeseen  con- 
tingencies. I  question  much,  sir,  the  propriety 
of  this  annual  appropriation  for  the  mint. 
There  is  reason  to  fear  that  we  are  making 
monej  there  at  a  heavy  expense,  and,  if  so,  the 
sooner  we  get  rid  of  a  losing  concern  the  bet- 
ter. As  for  the  surplus  for  sudden  emergen- 
dea,  the  very  contingency  has  occurred  for 
using  whatever  portion  of  it  may  remain ;  and 
][  would  sooner  expend  every  dollar  of  it  than 
iasne  a  Treasury  note,  or  impose  a  burden  of 
any  kind  upon  the  country.  This  is  not  the 
time  to  create  or  retain  an  idle  surplus  of  three 
or  four  millions  in  the  Treasury. 

But  funds,  it  is  s^d,  are  wanting  to  carry  on 
what  is  called  the  Florida  war.  If  that  be  so, 
profoundly  ignorant  as  we  are  still  kept  of  the 
true  cause  of  that  war,  discreditable  as  its  con- 
duct has  been  to  the  administration,  I  am  ready 
to  vote  adequate  supplies  for  the  protection  and 
security  of  our  ft-ontier  settlements.  Bat  has 
the  Executive  called  for  a  f\irther  appropriation 
for  that  object  ?  If  there  be  in  the  Message  the 
most  distant  allusion  to  such  an  appropriation, 
it  has  escaped  my  notice.  The  President  sums 
np  in  a  single  paragraph  the  objects  to  which 
he  invites  our  immediate  attention : 

"  To  regulate,  by  lair,  the  safe-keeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys;  to  designate 
the  fimds  to  be  received  and  paid  by  the  Govem- 
ment;  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet  promptly 
every  demand  upon  it ;  to  prescribe  the  terms  of 
indulgence  and  the  mode  of  settlement  to  be  adopted 
M  weU  in  collecting  from  individuals  the  revenue 
that  has  accrued,  as  in  withdrawing  it  ftom  former 
depositories ;  and  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further 
measures,  witiiin  the  constituUonal  competency  of 
Congress,  as  irill  be  best  calculated  to  revive  the 
enterprise  and  to  promote  Ibe  prosperity  of  the 
eaaatrj." 

These  are  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  pres- 
ent inconvenient  and  unseasonable  convocation 
of  Congress.  Yet  my  colleague  (Mr.  Wise)  may 
have  been  right  in  suggesting  that  the  true 
motive  is  to  be  found  in  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding further  means  to  carry  on  the  war  in 
Floriaa.  For,  of  the  various  objects  supposed 
to  require  immediate  legislation,  there  is  not 
one  which  the  Executive,  in  tlie  plenitude  of 
its  authority,  has  not  already  provided  for,  or 
which  might  not  have  been  deferred  without 
much  detriment  to  the  public  interests,  till  the 
regular  period  of  our  annual  session,    ' 


Tbtobsdat,  October  6. 

Natumdl  Bank. 

The  House  passed  to  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  which  was  the  ccmsideration  of 


the  resolution  reported  fi*om  the  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  declaring  it  to  be  inexpedient 
to  charter  a  national  bank ;  and  the  question 
being  on  Mr.  Scbobakt's  motion  to  refer  tlie 
resolution  to  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  OusHMAK  stud  that,  believing  every  gen- 
tleman to  have  made  np  his  mind  on  the  ques- 
tion in  relation  to  the  expediency  oi  chartering 
a  national  bank,  and  that  the  state  of  the  pul^ 
lie  business  would  not  permit  of  its  further 
discussion,  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  queetion  was  seconded — ayes 
88,  noes  80. 

The  main  question  was  &en  reported  as  fol- 
lows: 

Raolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  charter  a  na- 
tional bank. 

Mr.  Wisx  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  which  were  ordered,  and  were : 

TiAS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Bieme,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
head,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  T.  J. 
Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Claric, 
Cleveland,  CHowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Crtdg,  Crary, 
Cushroan,  Dawson,  Davee,  Dromgoole,  Dimean,  Ed- 
wards, Elmore,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup, 
Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Gray,  OriCSn,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H. 
Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  S. 
Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Ellgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Arpfaazed  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  J.  H, 
Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  A.  MoClellan,  McClure,  Mo- 
Kim,  Miller,  Monteomety,  Moore,  Moigan,  M.  Morris, 
S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Ogle,  Owens, 
Palmer,  Farmenter,  Patton,  Faynter,  Fennyl>acker, 
Fetrikin,  Fhelps,  Pickens,  Flumer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sheffer, 
Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Steward, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson,  'Htns,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Tumey,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  T. 
T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthington, 
Tell— 128. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  William 
B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  William  B.  Campbell, 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston, 
Croolcett,  Curtis,  Cusbing,  Darlington,  Davies,  De- 
berry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard 
Fleteher,  Fillmore,  Rioe  Garland,  Goode,  James  Qra- 
ham,  William  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hall,  Hal- 
sted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Jenifer, 
Henry  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lin- 
coln, Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer, 
MUligan,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Patterson,  Fearee, 
Peck,  FhiUips,  Pope,  Potte,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencber,  Ridgway,  Rumsey,  RuMell,  Sergeant, 
Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charies  Sbepaid,  SiUey, 
Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Tillinghast,  To- 
land.  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  John  Wlute,  Elisba 
Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sberrod  Williams,  Joseidi 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  E.  Williams,  Wise,  Torke 
—91. 

So  the  Honse  resolved  that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  charter  a  national  bank. 
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Sub-Treasury  Bill. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
imposing  additional  dnties  in  certain  cases  on 
pablio  officers,"  was  taken  up  on  its  reference. 

Ifr.  Cambbkleko  remarked  that,  aa  this  bill 
corresponded  in  almost  all  its  provisions  with 
the  Honse  bill  under  the  same  title,  rejjorted 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
referred  to  the  C!ommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  he  had  been  instructed  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  more 
that  this  bill  be  at  once  committed  to  the  same 
Committee  of  the  Whole  as  the  other. 

The  motion  was  assented  to. 

l^eatury  Note  BilL 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  "  bill  to  authorize  the  issoing  of  Treasury 
notes." 

The  bin  had  been  amended  entirely  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  a  substitute  submitted 
by  Mr.  CAiraBEUCNa  adopted. 

Mr.  Flbtobeb,  of  Massachusetts,  said :  The 
bill  before  us  is  indirect  and  deceptive ;  calcu- 
lated to  conceal  the  real  nature  and  object  of 
the  measure  which  is  proposed.  It  is  entitled 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes. 
Why  not  call  it  a  bill  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ment of  additional  clerks  ?  Or,  a  bill  to  punish 
forgery  in  certiun  cases  ?  Both  of  which  are 
just  as  much  provided  for  in  the  bUl  as  is  tlie 
issue  of  Treasury  notes ;  and  either  of  which 
would  just  as  well  express  the  real  object  of 
the  bill  as  the  title  which  it  bears. 

The  bill  bears  a  false  title ;  it  carries  upon 
its  front  a  false  name ;  it  imports  what  it  is 
not ;  or  rather  it  does  not  import  what  in  fact 
it  is ;  it  is  deceptive.  Wherever  else  designing 
artifice  may  prevail,  let  it  not  corrupt  our  legis- 
lation. Let  UH  deal  frankly  and  openly  with 
the  people.  When  we  take  their  money,  let  us 
tell  them  so ;  let  it  be  taken  openly  and  avow- 
edly, not  covertly  and  indirectly.  Take  their 
money  and  teU  them  so ;  but  do  not  pick  their 
pockets  I 

When  the  people  are  to  be  subjected  to  a  lia- 
bility of  ten  millions,  they  should  be  informed 
of  the  fact  clearly  and  distinctly ;  there  should 
be  no  concealment  in  word  or  thought  The 
bill  before  us  is,  in  truth,  a  bill  to  authorize  a 
loan  of  ten  millions.  What  we  want  is  a  loan, 
and  we  ought  in  fairness  and  truth  to  say  so. 
To  call  the  bill  by  a  name  that  does  not  fairly 
import  its  character ;  thus  to  treat  it  as  some- 
thing different  from  what  it  really  is,  does  not 
^  comport  with  what  ought  to  be  the  character 
of  the  Government. 

We  have  already,  sir,  passed  a  bill  entitled 
an  act  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of 
deposit  with  the  States.  I  fear,  sir^  that  bill 
nuses  expectations  only  to  di8ai>pomt  them. 
That  payment,  if  it  were  really  intended,  might 
as  well  be  made  now  as  ever.  I  fear,  sir,  the 
States  will  expect  it  in  vain.  Postponement, 
in  all  probability,  will  tun  oat  to  mean  repeal. 


The  expectation  of  payment  at  a  future  time 
will  prove,  I  apprehend,  a  delusive  expectation. 
Sir,  I  protest  against  duplicity  in  any  form, 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  The  relation 
which  we  sustain  towards  the  people  demands 
from  us  the  strictest  truth  and  smcerity.  Tbey 
have  placed  confidence  in  us;  they  have  en- 
trusted to  us  their  rights  and  interests;  and 
they  have  an  undeniable  claim  to  be  informed 
fully  and  dearly,  without  disguise,  as  to  every 
thing  we  do,  and  every  thing  we  intend.  The 
titie  and  the  form  of  tiiis  biU  are  calculated,  in 
my  opinion,  to  disguise  ftom  the  people  ttiat 
we  are  borrowing  money  upon  their  credit; 
and,  in  that  point  of  view,  the  bill  is  obnoxious 
to  serious  objections. 

There  is  another  olyection,  which  must  press 
with  great  weight  upon  those  gentlemen  who 
hold  to  a  strict  construction  of  the  constitatioii, 
who  hold  that  Congress  has  no  powers  except 
those  expressly  granted  to  it  Those  gentle- 
men, who  cannot  find  in  the  constitution  any 
power  to  charter  a  national  bank,  where  do 
they  find  the  power  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  or 
bills  of  credit ;  for  Treasury  notes,  designed  to 
circulate  as  currency,  are  neither  more  nor  less 
than  bills  of  credit!  "So  such  power  is  any- 
where expressly  granted. 

The  framers  of  the  constitntion  had  seen  and 
felt  the  evils  of  Government  pt^r  money. 
The  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit  was  expressly 
withheld  from  tlie  States;  it  was  not  exp^es^lr 
givon  to  the  Gener^  Government  How,  then, 
dues  the  General  Government  obtwn  it!  I: 
will  be  said  that  it  is  included  under  the  power 
to  borrow  money.  Let  us  see  how  that  inter- 
pretation will  answer. 

No  one  will  deny  to  the  several  States  the 
power  to  borrow  money — a  power  which  they 
exercise  every  day  without  objection.  But  it 
is  certain  that  the  States  cannot  issue  bills  of 
credit  The  power  to  liorrow  money,  then, 
does  not  necessarily  include  the  power  to  issue 
bills  of  credit ;  and,  although  the  Government 
has  undoubtedly  the  power  to  borrow  money. 
that  power  to  borrow  money  does  not,  by  any 
means,  necessarily  imply  a  power  to  issue  bilb 
of  credit  I  found  this  argument  upon  the 
views  of  those  gentiemen  who  hold  to  a  strict 
construction  of  the  constitution,  without  in- 
tending to  express  any  opinion  of  my  own 
upon  this  constitutional  point  The  only  exer- 
cise of  this  power  by  the  General  Government 
occurred  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
lun.  The  Government,  in  the  first  place,  en- 
deavored to  obtain  a  loan  in  the  usual  way. 
The  attempt  failed;  the  loan  could  not  be 
obtained ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  neoeasity,  the 
Government  resorted  to  a  forced  loan,  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes.  An  example  at  such 
a  time,  and  under  such  circumstances,  ia  rather 
to  be  avoided  than  to  be  followed. 

There  is  still  a  further  objection  to  this  meas- 
ure. The  bill  provides  that  the  notes  to  be 
issued  shall  bear  such  interest  as  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  ahall  determine.    This  omissioo 
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to  fix  the  amoant  of  interest  leaves  the  char- 
aeter  of  the  notes  wholly  indeterminate  and 
micertidn.  The  interest  which  they  may  bear 
win  determine  the  character  and  ofBoe  of  the 
notes.  They  may  be  of  a  character  to  be  taken 
iq>  as  an  invetitment  by  capitalists ;  they  may 
be  of  a  character  to  circulate  as  currency ;  and 
which  of  these  characters  they  will  assume, 
depends  npon  the  interest  they  may  bear. 
Before  I  can  vote  for  the  bill,  this  point  mnst 
be  determined.  Before  I  can  yote  for  the 
notes,  I  mnst  know  what  the  notes  are  to  be. 
I  cannot  agree  to  the  passage  of  any  bill  the 
natare  of  which  is  not  fixed  and  established  by 
the  bin  itself.  It  would  be  to  act  blindly  and 
inconsiderately,  to  vote  for  a  measure  in  igno- 
rance of  what  that  measure  is  to  be.  Shonld 
the  bin  pass  in  the  present  form,  and  should  I 
be  inquired  of  -what  its  effects  npon  the  oom- 
monity  was  anticipated  to  be,  I  could  give  no 
tnswer.  I  could  express  no  opinion  on  that 
point,  because,  in  the  present  shape  of  this  bill, 
It  is  unpossible  to  form  any  opinion  what  char- 
acter the  notes  -wiU  assume.  I  could  only  say, 
rhat  I  shonld  bo  ashamed  to  say,  that  the 
Eiecntive  had  "been  auUiorized  to  issue  notes 
tosaltthepnrpoises  of  the  Government,  without 
any  regard  hav  iog  been  paid  to  the  concern 
which  the  community  at  large  might  have  in 
this  matter.  If  ve  are  to  act  with  the  slight- 
est regard  to  the  interest  and  convenience  of 
the  pnblic,  we  should  fix  the  interest  which 
the  notes  are  to  bear.  Why  refer  this  to  the 
Executive?  Is  not  the  House  competent  to 
form  and  exercise  a  judgment  on  this  question  ? 
Is  not  the  House  as  fit  as  the  Executive  to 
determine  what  rate  of  interest,  what  character 
to  the  notes,  will  best  subserve  the  pnblic 
iaterest!  If  it  be  best  for  the  Executive  to 
leiialate  upon  this  point,  why  not  upon  aU 
others  ?  Though  the  Executive,  in  fact,  exer- 
cised snch  a  power,  it  would  hardly  be  neces- 
sary to  make  a  public  proclamation  of  it. 

The  earnestness  with  which  the  friends  of 
the  administration  press  this  measure  of  issuing 
TreasoTT  notes,  in  preference  to  the  nsnal  mode 
of  snpplying  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  by  a 
simple  loan,  is  well  calculated  to  excite  sus- 
picions. I  have  no  desire  to  throw  any  unde- 
served odium  upon  the  administration.  I  wish 
them  to  merit,  and,  by  meriting,  to  possess  the 
confidence  of  the  entire  oommunity.  But  this 
measm^  is  little  calculated  to  produce  that 
effect.  It  is  an  unusual  measure ;  it  will  be 
'  attended  with  extraordinary  expense ;  it  wiU 
add  to  the  numt>er  of  those  in  the  employ  of 
Government;  it  will  increase  Executive  pa- 
tronage ;  it  opens  a  new  door  to  Executive 
favoritism.  In  raising  money  npon  these  notes, 
the  Executive  may  give  a  preference,  and  may 
consult  the  interests  of  favored  individuals; 
whereas  a  loan  would  be  open  equaUy  to  aU. 

^de^  sir,  there  are  tiiose  who  see  in  this 
oieasnre  the  commencement  of  a  permanent 
and  a  most  perilous  system.  It  is  more  than 
wnnised  that  tUe  QoTemment  would  be  willing 


to  have  the  whole  onrrenoy  of  the  country 
flow  exclusively  from  itself;  and  is  desirous  to 
fnmish  not  only  the  gold  and  silver  coin,  but 
the  whole  paper  currency  also,  from  its  own 
exclusive  mint;  and  that  the  measure  now 
proposed  is  the  first  step  in  the  march  towards 
that  object.  The  taking  measnres  to  render 
safe  and  convenient  such  currency  as  the  people 
may  elect  to  use,  is  the  business  and  all  the 
business  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  this 
subject.  It  should  be  kept  strictly  within  the 
limits  of  that  duty,  and  should  faithfuUy  per- 
form what  belongs  to  it  within  those  limits. 
They  ought  to  foflow  public  sentiment  in  this 
matter,  not  attempt  to  lead  it. 

But  strange  and  dangerous  doctrines  have 
been  put  forth  in  relation  to  the  currency  of 
the  country ;  and  there  is  cause  enough  for 
alarm  to  render  it  the  part  of  pmdence  to 
watch  with  care  every  measure  bearing  upon 
this  subject.  The  issue  of  paper  money  is  at 
aU  times  a  dangerous  business  for  a  Govern- 
ment to  engage  in,  and  a  busine^  peculiarly 
dangerons  at  the  present  crisis.  Our  time  is 
now  too  short,  our  action  too  hurried,  to  justify 
us  in  adventuring  upon  a  scheme  of  a  novw 
character.  At  such  a  time,  and  under  present 
circunutanoea,  the  only  safe  way  is  the  old 
way — ^the  common  way.  If  the  Government 
mnst  have  money,  let  it  borrow  the  money  in 
the  nsnal  mode.  So  doing,  we  shall  know 
what  we  do.  To  the  adoption  of  this  course, 
I  have  heard  110  substantial  objection,  I  can  see 
no  substantial  objection ;  and,  until  I  can  obtain 
some  new  light,  it  is  the  only  course  to  which 
I  can  give  my  assent. 

A  great  change  has  oome  over  our  national 
affairs.  At  the  commencement  of  this  present 
year,  there  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment a  surplus  of  nearly  twelve  millions  of 
doUars,  exclusive  of  the  whole  amount  to  be 
deposited  with  the  States.  The  fourth  instal- 
ment of  the  deposit  money  (between  nine  and 
ten  millions)  has  t>een  withheld  f^om  the  States ; 
there  is  due  to  the  Ctovemment  from  the  late 
United  States  Bank  six  miUions,  exclusive  of 
interest ;  and  now  ten  additional  miUions  are 
demanded,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  current 
year ;  and  this,  too,  besides  all  the  ordinary 
revenues  of  the  country — a  country,  whose 
whole  annnal  expenses  during  the  administra- 
tion next  preceding  that  of  General  Jackson, 
were  hardly  twelve  miUions  of  doUars  I 

Mr.  Pabmbntkb  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have 
listened  with  great  interest  to  the  observsticMUi 
of  my  honorable  colleague  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  (Mr.  FtsTORXB,)  as  I  always  have 
elsewhere,  when  I  have  had  an  oi^rtnnity, 
from  my  great  respect  for  his  high  moral  worth 
and  distinguished  tiJents;  but,  entertaining 
somewhat  different  views  from  those  presented 
by  him  and  other  gentlemen  on  the  same  side 
of  the  qnestion,  I  wiH,  wil^  your  leave,  state 
the  grounds  npon  which  I  dissent. 

My  coUeague  objects  to  the  bilL  because  no 
rate  of  interest  is  specified;   and  be  cannot 
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give  it  his  vote  antQ  he  knows  preoiMljr  what 
the  obligation*  of  the  Govwrnneot  are  to  be. 
It  appears  to  me  that  this  is  one  of  the  most 
yalaable  provisions  of  the  bill,  becaose  the  rate 
of  interest  can  be  so  fixed  all  the  way  from  a 
very  low  rate  to  the  maTimnm  of  six  per  cent, 
that  ^e  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  pat  it 
at  the  most  advantageous  rate  for  the  Govern- 
ment and  for  the  oommnnity.  And  it  appears 
to  me  the  mle  wonld  be  a  very  plain  one,  to 
place  the  rate  so  that  they  wonld  not  be  hoarded 
Dy  the  capitalists,  or  &11  below  par  in  the 
inaiket,  however  small  the  demand  for  Govern- 
ment dues.  A  nd  although,  as  has  been  strongly 
urged,  there  is  very  small  probability  that, 
wider  almost  any  circnmstanoes,  they  would  be 
below  par,  yet  it  is  better,  in  my  Jud^nent, 
to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  tiie  discretion  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  will  under- 
stand best  what  the  wants  of  the  case  may 
require. 

It  is  objected,  that  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  is  unconstitutional ;  that  they  are  bills 
of  credit,  and  prohibited  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States ;  that  they  were  never 
issued  in  but  one  instance,  and  that  during  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  when  it  was  difficult 
or  almost  impossiUe  to  obtain  a  loan.  If  it 
were  unconstitutional  to  issue  Treasury  notes, 
the  fact  that  we  were  at  war,  and  it  was 
difficult  to  obtain  a  loui  in  any  other  manner, 
wonld  not  have  made  it  constitutional.  I  oome 
to  the  conclusion  myself^  that  Treasury  notes 
were  issued  at  that  time  for  the  same  reason  as 
now,  because  they  are  the  most  convenient  to 
the  Government  and  the  people. 

I  have  not  entertained  the  opinion,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  present  embarrassments  of 
tliis  nation  have  arisen  firom  what  may  be 
properly  called  general  distress,  I  believe,  and 
think  I  shall  be  sustained  in  the  opinion  by 
the  sentiments  of  many  men  of  business  in  the 
oommercial  cities,  that  the  stoppage  of  specie 
payments  was  owing  to  the  alarm  excited  in 
the  community,  which  caused  a  rush  upon  the 
banks  for  the  precious  metals,  and  thereby 
materially  lessened  their  means,  and  by  the 
imprudence  and  extended  speculation  into 
which  the  debtors  of  these  institutions  plunged. 
Had  it  not  been  for  these  circumstances,  the 
snspension  would  not  have  taken  place ;  and, 
but  for  them,  before  this  time  specie  payments 
wonld  have  been  resumed.  It  is  true  that  the 
consternation  was  universal;  the  panic  was 
overwhelming;  but  that  the  evil  was  not 
deep-rooted,  and  tliat  there  was  not,  in  reality, 
a  scarcity  of  the  precious  metals  in  the  com- 
mercial world,  is  shown  by  various  facts.  Con- 
trary to  the  expectation  of  most  persons  in 
this  country,  the  Bank  of  England  continned, 
and  still  continues,  specie  payments,  and  money 
is  abimdant,  and  there  is  no  want  of  coin  and 
bnllion  for  all  purposes.  The  speculations  and 
investments  in  lands,  amonnting  to  many  mil- 
Ibms  of  dollars ;  engagements  in  novel  mann- 
fiwtnring  concerns ;  b«uldin(  of  railroads  in  all 


parts  of  the  country ;  and  establishments  of 
every  variety  which  ingenuity  conld  invent— 
a  few  of  them  useful  and  profitable,  bnt  nuj, 
very  many,  most  sorrowfully  ruinous  in  theit 
results — all  tended  to  produce  the  mischieC 
The  ordinary  means  of  the  banks  were  prob- 
ably equal  to  their  liabilities ;  but  the  inabOilj 
of  their  debtors,  in  consequence  of  their  im- 
prudent and  indiscreet  course,  crippled  Qioe 
institutions,  and  brought  on  the  caliunitj  ot  i 
suspension  of  specie  payments — ^an  evil  vhidi, 
while  it  continues,  will  blight  every  efibrt  of 
enterprise  and  industry. 

The  amount  of  specie  within  the  control  of 
the  banks  of  the  country  was  equal  to  their 
wants,  greater  than  it  has  been  in  msnj  in- 
stances and  at  many  times ;  bnt  unsafe  tsd 
improvident  men  obtained  access  to  Uieir  r- 
sources ;  not  that  I  mean  to  censure  the  man- 
agers of  the  moneyed  institutions  more  thin  I 
would  individuals,  and  copartnerships,  and  cor- 
porations, for  everybody  was  infected  with  the 
mania  of  speculation;  the  whole  atmo^here 
of  the  business  world  was  filled  with  it.  It 
drove  people  to  the  pine  forests  of  Mune;  to 
the  town  sites  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  to  era; 
stream  and  river  through  the  whole  repnblic; 
to  the  new  cities  of  we  West ;  and  to  the 
engagements  in  manufactures,  mechanic  arts, 
and  discoveries  of  all  kinds,  in  most  instaocei 
lamentably  nnsucoessfuL 

My  colleague  objects  that  the  bill  is  decq>- 
tive ;  that,  under  the  guise  of  authorizing  an 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  it  affects  a  losn.  It 
undoubtedly  is  a  use  of  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try, to  obtfun  means  of  extinguishing  some  of 
its  liabilities,  and  in  that  sense  is  a  loan.  Bat 
there  is  no  deception  about  it.  Notes  payable 
are  never  issued  in  money  transactions,  except- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  substituting  credit  for 
money,  or  promising  it,  and  therefore  always, 
directly  or  mdirectly,  operate  as  a  negotiatiM 
for  a  loan.  "What  difference  does  it  make  as 
to  the  matter  of  borrowing,  whether  the  money 
bo  obtmned  by  one  person  of  a  third,  and  paid 
to  a  second  one,  or  the  note  be  given  directly 
to  the  second  person  f  In  both  cas»  it  ^ 
obtaining  means  on  loan;  in  one  instance 
directly,  in  the  other  indurectly.  Banks  borroir 
continually,  by  their  bills  or  notes,  money  of  &« 
community.  Now,  sir,  as  Treasury  notes  can 
be  issued  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  procim 
money  or  means  on  the  credit  of  the  Cnitefl 
States,  the  bill  cannot  be  deceptive,  becanse,  as 
it  can  have  no  other  object,  everybody  under-, 
stands  it 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it  now  stands, 
without  any  of  the  proposed  amendmenfi 
particularly  those  which  propose  the  sak  "• 
the  United  State  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
to  the  striking  out  the  provision  authoriang 
the  Secretary  to  pay  interest  when,  in  to 
opinion,  the  good  <rf  the  country  may  reqmre 
it  It  certainly  appears  to  me  that  there  cm 
be  no  possible  objection  to  that  provision.  » 
will   guard  against   tlie  iMSsibiUty,  altbongh 
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I  admit  it  is  not  a  strong  probability,  that  they 
win  be  at  any  contiderable  disooont,  under 
ordinary  oircnnistanoes.  But  we  all  know  the 
nice  calculations  of  dealers  in  money;  and  I 
should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  the  cry, 
Trhich  has  so  frequently  sounded  in  onr  ears, 
of  depreciated  currency  applied  to  any  of  the 
issnes  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Cbookktt  addressed  the  Ohair  as  follows : 
Sir,  it  has  been  urged  by  honorable  gentle- 
men that  this  is  a  measure  of  relief  to  the 
coantry ;  that  it  will  supply  the  country  with 
a  oiretdation  and  a  medium  of  exchange ;  and 
I  erant  that  it  might  offer  some  temporary 
relief;  but,  sir,  I  believe  it  would  tend,  ulti- 
mately, to  aggravate  the  disease.  Bo  far  fh>m 
being  a  measure  of  permanent  relief  to  the 
people,  I  believe  it  is  the  entering  wedge  to  an 
mstitntion  almost  as  odious  as  the  Spanish 
Inqnisition.  I  mean,  sir,  a  Treasury  bank.  In 
fiMSt,  if  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man fh>m  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Rhett)  be 
adopted,  a  Treasury  bank  of  issue  and  deposit 
is  at  once  established. 

Sir,  instead  of  showing  any  disposition  to 
grant  relief  to  the  people,  we  are  called  upon 
to  increase  their  burdens.  We  are  about  to 
heap  upon  them  another  national  debt,  (for, 
disguise  it  as  you  will,  it  is  nothing  lew,  and 
has  been  so  admitted  on  all  sides,)  to  the  amount 
of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  to  relieve  the  Crov- 
emment;  while  the  people  are  told,  substan- 
tially, that  they  need  not  expect  any  relief ;  that 
it  is  the  business  of  the  Government  to  take 
care  of  itself;  and  that  it  has  no  power  to 
intermeddle  with  the  concerns  of  individuals  1 
The  Government,  after  having  tampered  with 
the  currency  until  it  is  ruined  and  annihilated 
— after  having  prostrated  every  branch  of  in- 
dustry and  enterprise,  the  commerce  and  credit 
of  the  nation,  by  practising  wild  and  visionary 
experiments — cuts  loose  from  the  people,  and 
tells  them  it  has  no  power  to  grant  them  relief 
or  interfere  with  their  concerns  I  They  are  to 
be  dismissed  with  a  lecture  on  economy.  Yes, 
sir ;  they  are  contemptuously  told  that  they 
are  to  look  to  their  own  industry  and  frugality 
for  relief,  without  the  aid  of  the  Government  I 
Sir,  this  reminds  me  of  the  language  of  Job's 
comforters.  We  read  in  Holy  Writ  that  on  a 
certain  occasion  Satan  was  jpermitted  by  the 
Almighty  to  try  an  "experiment"  upon  the 
firmness  and  integrity  of  "  Job,  a  perfect  and 
an  npright  man,  one  that  feared  God  and 
eschewed  evil ; "  that  when,  by  the  power  of 
this  arch  enemy  of  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
man,  Job's  fortunes,  and  his  children,  and  every 
thing  calculated  to  render  him  happy,  had  been 
driven  to  the  four  winds,  and  he  was  reduced 
to  be^ary  and  ruin ;  when,  in  addition  to  this, 
"lie  was  smitten  with  sore  boils  from  the 
crown  of  his  head  to  the  sole  of  his  foot,"  and 
was  groaning  under  the  bitterest  agonies  of 
human  af9iction:  when,  in  short,  by  one  ca- 
lamity npon  the  neels  of  another,  be  had  been 
redacisd  from  the  highest  state  of  pro^rity 


and  hiq>pine8s,  to  the  lowest  depths  of  degrada- 
tion and  misery,  and  was  wont  to  roll  himsdf 
in  the  ashes  npon  his  heartli,  there  was  but  one 
resource  left  upon  earth  to  which  he  could  lo(dc 
for  consolation  and  solace— and  that  was  his 
wifb.  And  when  he  cried  out  to  her  in  Om 
bitterness  of  his  soul,  what  was  her  reply! 
She  told  him  he  had  better  "curse  God  and 
die  t  "  And,  sir,  pretty  much  in  keeping  with 
this  is  the  President's  consolation  to  the  people 
in  their  aflBiotions. 

Sir,  do  yon  imagine  the  people  expected  to 
hear  such  language  as  this  m>m  those  to  whose 
interests  they  have  shown  so  much  devotion? 
Did  they  expect  their  rulers  to  mock  at  thMr 
calamities,  which  they  themselves  had  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  upon  them  t  Ko,  sir ; 
they  looked  to  those  whom  they  had  placed  in 
power  to  devise  some  means  to  relieve  them 
from  their  calamities.  The  prodamation  of 
the  President  was  hailed  with  joy  by  thousands 
as  a  favorable  omen.  They  hugged  to  their 
bosoms  the  delusive  h(^e  that  their  rulers  had 
seen  the  folly  of  their  course,  and  were  about 
to  retrace  their  steps.  Sir,  although  the  Presi- 
dent was  pledged  to  "tread  generally  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  illustrious  predecessor,"  yet,  I 
imagine  no  one  believed  he  designed  to  tread 
speciallv  in  his  footsteps.  And  it  was  hoped 
that  if  he  did  tread  in  his  footsteps  at  all,  he 
would  take  his  "back  track,"  (if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  use  a  hunter's  phrase,)  at  least  in 
relation  to  the  currency  and  the  revenue.  But 
in  all  this  how  sadly  are  we  disappointed  I  So 
far  from  this,  we  find  him  disposed  to  plunge 
still  deeper  into  new  and  untried  experiments  I 
Sir,  what  do  we  behold  t  The  whole  country 
involved  in  one  wide-spread  ruin,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment itself  bankrupt;  and  we  are  yet  to 
have  another  "  experiment  1  "  Yes,  sir,  the 
State  bank  experiment  has&iled,  and  the  golden 
bubble  has  exploded,  and  left  a  wreck  of  niis 
in  their' train;  and  now,  sir,  in  obedience  to 
the  mandate  from  the  Hermitage,  we  are  to 
have  the  Government  divorced  from  all  existing 
bonks,  and  wedded  to  a  new  and  untried  system 
of  sub-Treasuries,  or,  in  plain  language,  a  Treas- 
ury bank.  Sir,  we  find  that  the  ex-President 
is  not  content  with  having  dictated  to  the  people 
whom  they  should  choose  to  be  his  successor, 
but  seems  now  determined  to  dictate  to  that 
successor.  I  had  hoped,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  as 
the  Presid«it  had  attained  the  summit  of  his 
wishes,  he  would  kick  from  under  him  the 
ladder  by  which  he  had  asoended,  and  take  the 
dictates  of  his  own  Judgment  as  the  man  of 
his  counsel ;  but,  sir,  mortifjing  as  it  may  be, 
we  find  the  Message  the  exact  Jiie  timUe  of 
certain  letters  not  long  rince  addressed  to  the 
editor  of  the  Globe,  and  publLshed  in  that  printL 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  order  to  remedy  the  evils 
which  now  afflict  this  country,  I  am  for  com- 
mencing the  work  where  they  originated.  Let 
us,  rir,  in  all  due  charity,  instead  of  charging 
the  whole  of  these  misfortnnes  to  the  aoevnnt 
ot  tbM  people^  at  least  diarge  one-half  of  than 
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to  the  mal-administration  of  the  GoTernment ; 
and,  althoogh  it  ia  not  recommended  by  the 
President,  let  ns  commence  economizing  s  little 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  set  a 

Eraisewortfay  example  before  the  people.  I 
ave  always  heard  it  remarked  that  example 
iras  mncb  more  forcible  than  precept.  Let  ns, 
sir,  instead  of  creating  a  national  debt,  in  order 
to  keep  up  an  extravagant  and  prodigal  system 
of  expenditures  which  has  crept  into  the  Gov- 
ernment, commence  the  bnsiness  of  retrench- 
ment and  reform  which  was  promised  us  a  few 
years  since,  and  adopt  some  me&sm«  of  general 
and  permanent  relief  to  the  commnnity  as  well 
as  to  the  Government ;  and  then,  sir,  and  not 
until  then,  may  we  hope  to  see  better  times, 
and  cease  to  hear  the  complidnts  that  are  now 
continually  saluting  our  ears  from  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  honest,  industrious  citizens  who 
have  been  thrown  out  of  employment  and  re- 
duced to  beggary  and  ruin  during  this  age  of 
experiments. 

Sir,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  detain  the  House 
with  any  calculations  to  ^ow  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  passage  of 
this  bill  is  not  required  to  supply  a  deficit  in 
the  Treasury,  as  contended  for  by  the  Mends 
of  the  measure*.  It  has  already  been  shown 
to  this  Honse  oondosively,  to  my  mind  at  least, 
that,  by  withholding  the  fourth  instalment  of 
the  surplus  revenue  from  the  States,  and  sus- 
pending certain  appropriations  for  useless — 
nay,  worse  than  useless— public  works,  explor- 
ing expeditions,  &«.,  and  thereby  reducing  the 
expenaitures  for  the  present  year  some  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  there  woidd  be  ample  means 
in  the  Treasury  to  meet  all  demands  against  it, 
without  resorting  to  the  expedient  of  issuing 
Treasury  notes  on  the  credit  of  the  nation. 
And,  sir,  if  this  be  true,  would  it  not  be  an 
unpardonable  outrage  to  heap  upon  the  people 
another  national  debt,  right  upon  the  heels  of 
the  one  just  discharged?  Sir,  we  have  had 
theoretical  reform  long  enough ;  I  think  it  is 
time  we  should  begin  to  cairy  it  into  practice. 
But,  on  the  other  band,  it  is  urged  that,  after 
withholding  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  de- 
posits from  the  Qtatea,  and  suspending  the  fifteen 
millions  of  appropriations,  there  will  still  be, 
in  any  event,  a  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  which 
renders  it  indispensable  that  this  biU  should 
pass.  And,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  Treasury 
is  in  actual  want  of  those  funds  at  this  moment, 
and  cannot  perform  its  engagements  for  ten 
days  without  them.  I  cannot  perceive,  sir, 
how  this  can  be ;  bat  if  it  be  true,  I,  for  one, 
say,  so  let  it  be.  If  the  Government  has  actu- 
ally brought  itself  to  insolvency,  and  it  be  really 
necessary  to  borrow  money  to  pay  its  expenses, 
let  the  truth  come  out,  and  let  things  be  called 
by  their  right  names.  Sir,  this  bill  is  designed 
to  practise  a  fraud  upon  the  people,  by  borrow- 
ing money  in  aadx  a  form  that  they  will  not 
understand  it,  and  thereby  shield  the  Govern- 
ment Arom  the  odium  of  bringing  itself  from  a 
■orplus  of  forty>flve  millions  to  banknptcy  in 


less  than  one  year.  K  I  were  satisfied  thit 
there  would  really  be  a  deficit  in  the  Treasoy, 
which  would  make  it  necessary  to  borrow 
money  to  enable  the  Government  to  pertota 
its  ftmctions,  I  should  certunly  grant  it ;  bat, 
sir,  I  would  prefer  that  it  sLonld  be  asked  fir 
in  plain  English  in  that  form.  I  am  exposed 
to  laying  burdens  upon  the  people  in  disguise; 
If  they  are  to  be  taxed,  let  them  nnderstaad  it, 
and  have  an  opportunity  to  provide  for  it. 

Mr.  Phiixifs  endeavored  to  prove  that  the 
most  iqjarious  effects  had  resulted  from  the 
late  measure  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trearai;, 
in  allowing  a  large  amount  of  deporits  to  remaia 
in  several  isolated  banks,  while  be  withdrer 
nearly  the  whole  sums  deposited  with  the  banks 
on  the  seaboard.  It  was  his  opinion  that  unci 
of  the  distress  now  existing  in  the  commercU 
cities  was  to  be  attributed  to  that  meaaarei. 
He  referred  to  the  prospects  of  the  oonntiy  kt 
the  ensuing  year,  and  contended,  that  from  tbs 
report  of  the  Siacretary,  and  the  statoaents 
given  in  the  Honse,  if  a  balance  were  drawn, 
the  amount  of  difference  between  the  expendi- 
ture and  receipts  would  not  exceed  two  or  thrte 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  would  tell  tbem 
frankly,  that  when  he  came  here  his  impreasaa 
was,  thJat  the  only  practicable  relief  was  the 
creation  of  a  Government  loan,  by  which  our 
account  with  Europe  conld  be  speedily  closed, 
or  to  issue  such  kinds  of  Treasury  notes  is 
would  be  useful  to  the  people ;  and  he  thoo^ 
that  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  of 
the  deposits  would  be  the  means  of  distribntiag 
these  notes  to  the  country.  But  that  measure 
had  failed,  and  with  it  a  great  portioa  of  the 
ground  for  issuing  these  notes. 

It  was  his  opinion  that  specie  payments 
would  not  be  resumed  for  the  present^  if  the 
measures  now  before  the  House  were  adopted; 
and  he  also  wished  it  to  be  known  that,  in  hit 
opinion,  the  period  of  distress  had  not  passed 
over.  It  still  existed,  and,  under  the  {H^sent 
state  of  things,  must  increase.  Some  gentle- 
men had  attributed  the  distress  to  over-tndin;; 
buL  although  he  would  admit  tiiat  might  ban 
had  some  mfluence,  yet  the  great  evil  wkidi 
they  were  called  on  to  remedy  was  that  of 
obstruction  to  our  credit,  both  at  home  sad 
abroad,  and  to  restore  the  currency  to  its  fonner 
state,  ami  the  banks  to  that  oo^denoe  tl^f 
enjoyed  before  the  suqienmon  of  specie  p«f- 
ments.  It  was  desirable  that  they  should  mskt 
the  notes  of  the  banks  receivable  for  pubfie 
dues;  and,  when  they  had  done  that,  they 
w<Hild  have  done  all  that  was  expected  fioa 
Government;  for,  when  such  notes  were  «> 
receivable,  cmfldence  would  be  restored,  aai 
notJiing  more  would  be  wanting.  He  ooold 
not  vote  for  the  bill  to  its  present  amooirt; 
and,  if  Treasury  notes  were  issued  at  all,  b* 
would  suggest  tiie  expedioiey  of  issuing  then 
without,  ratJier  than  with  interest. 

Mr.  TovcxT  contended  that  the  biU  under 
oiMisideration  was  well  adwted  to  the  wants  of 
the  country,  and  well  calculated  to  afford  relief 
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to  the  QoTemment  and  the  people ;  and  that, 
if  -we  attempted  to  draw  the  money  from  the 
deposit  banks  while  they  owe  the  Government, 
it  will  force  them  to  press  their  creditors,  and 
add  to  the  distress  of  the  oommanity.  The 
country  stood  in  the  relation  of  creditor  to  the 
banks  and  the  merchants,  and  it  was  its  duty 
to  deal  with  them  in  inch  a  manner  as  to  afford 
the  greatest  relief  to  them.  In  relation  to 
sending  bonds  abroad,  he  must  say  that  he  felt 
a  great  repngnance  to  sending  them  into  a 
foreign  market,  to  raise  money  upon  them  to 
carry  on  the  operations  of  the  Government; 
besides,  if  they  were  sent  abroad,  it  'would 
have  the  effect  of  increasing  oar  foreign  debt, 
■which  now  presses  so  heavily  upon  us.  He 
supported  the  bill  at  some  length,  and  answered 
the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
cbnsetts  in  relation  to  the  constitutionality  of 
the  measure. 

Mr.  BouLDiN  said :  I  wree  perfectly  with  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  believing 
we  have  nothing  to  do  in  providing  a  currency, 
further  or  other  than  as  the  constitution  litertd- 
ly  mentions.  That  instrument  fixes  a  standard 
to  be  used  when  debtor  and  creditor  come  to 
points,  and  cannot  agree  as  to  what  the  debt 
shaU  be  paid  in.  The  debtor  can  get  clear  by 
offering,  and  the  creditor  can  require,  if  he 
pleases  to  do  so,  the  specie  which  is  the  stand- 
ard. ,  Oongress  cannot  add  to  nor  take  from 
this  privilege,  in  regard  to  either.  Every  law 
abont  money,  without  saying  more,  refers  to 
specie  only.  Every  Judgment ;  every  execution 
for  money,  without  any  thing  more  said  in  re- 
lation as  to  that  point,  is  for  specie  of  coarse. 
The  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
have  by  the  consitntion  the  control  of  the 
money  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  a 
great  extent.  You  may  shelter  them  by  author- 
izing them  to  place  the  money  in  this  or  in  that 
bonk.  But  you  cannot  make  tiiem  more  respon- 
able. 


Frtoat,  October  6. 
Treatuiy  Note  Bill 

The  House  then  resumed  the  oonrideration 
of  the  "  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes,"  as  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Hopxras  smd :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  aqi  in 
principle  a  hard-money  man,  and  I  have  the 
satisfaction  to  believe  that  the  patriotic  people 
whom  I  have  tie  distinguished  honor  to  repre- 
sent 'Wfo  this  floor,  prefer  the  constitutional 
cunWfcy  of  our  fathers  to  any  paper  money, 
yo^  Treasury  notes  included.  But,  whilst 
I  fey  this,  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  distinctly 
ui&erstood,  that  I  am  not  to  be  enlisted  in  the 
coitemplated  crusade  against  the  existing  insti- 
tntiois  t)t  Virginia  and  her  sister  States,  to 
acconplish  the  narrow  object  of  supplying  the 
Govettunent  alone  with  the  constitutional  cur- 
rency-, and  I  now  admonish  gentiemen  that, 
until  Qiey  probose  a  measar«  broad  and  com- 
TouXnt— 88 


prehensive  enough  to  separate  the  great  body 
of  the  people  from  the  banks,  I  will  not  co- 
operate with  them  in  giving  effect  to  a  partial 
restricted  measure,  which  furnishes  a  hard- 
money  currency  only  to  them,  who,  in  the 
better  days  of  our  repablio,  were  regarded  as 
the  mere  servants  of  toe  people,  and  considered 
amenable  to  them.  Now,  sir,  I  am  not  the  man 
to  advocate  here,  in  my  representative  oapaoity, 
any  measure  which  wiU  provide  gold  and  silver 
for  myself  and  other  functionaries  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, whilst  the  people  are  left  to  endure 
all  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  paper  money. 

But  I  have  another- objection  to  the  details 
qf  this  measure,  growing  'out  of  the  palpable 
injustice  which  must  result,  from  the  denomi- 
nations of  these  Treasury  notes,  to  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  community.  If  sir,  as  is  now 
too  obvioos  for  the  most  incredulous  to  doubt, 
these  notes  are  to  circulate  and  perform  all  the 
fnnctions  of  a  paper  currency,  they  cannot 
reach  the  pocket  of  the  poor  man,  bat  mast 
serve  alone  the  purpose  of  the  wealthy,  who 
alone  can  command  the  benefit  of  a  carrmcy 
in  denominations  of  one  hundred  dollars. 
Another  effect  of  this  measure,  I  fear,  will  be 
to  cripple  still  more  the  State  banks,  now  rapidly 
recovering  from  the  shock  by  which  the  whole 
monetary  system  of  the  community  has  been 
so  reoenfly  convulsed  to  its  centre ;  and,  whilst 
it  may  relieve  the  Government,  may  at  the 
same  time  embarrass  still  more  the  great  body 
of  the  people. 

I  am  not,  I  hope,  sir,  mistaken  or  misnnder- 
stood  upon  this  subject.  I  am  willing  to  ex- 
tend to  the  Treasury  immediate  and  ample 
relief,  by  any  means  compatible  with  the  con- 
stitution and  my  convictions  of  public  duty; 
nor  will  I  be  draws  from  this  determination 
by  any  doubt  which  may  be  entertained  as  to 
the  real  amount  necessary,  nor  by  the  asperities 
of  party  intolerance,  the  prominent  bane  of 
our  deliberations  and  councils  here.  Yes,  sir, 
I  am  willing,  and  stand  readv,  to  vote  any  sum, 
in  the  bounds  of  reason,  which  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  may  consider  necessary  to  meet 
the  most  liberal  wants  of  the  Government; 
and  if  he  asks  more  than  is  necessary,  I  leave 
him  to  his  Just  responsibility  to  the  conntiy.  - 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  measure,  not  as  one 
of  financial  rehef,  but  one  for  the  emis^on  of 
ten  millions  of  paper  currency,  obnoxious  as  I 
conceive  it  to  be,  to  all  the  objections  of  an 
executive  bank,  based  not  upon  the  means  of 
immediate  convertibility,  but  upon  the  plighted 
faith  of  the  nation,  which  I  maintun  can  be 
pledged  only  for  a  loan.  In  my  humble  jadg- 
ment,  sir,  this  project  is  fraught  with  misohief; 
and  I  look  to  it  with  the  deepest  distrust  and 
alarm.  Admonished  as  I  am,  by  a  short  ex- 
perience in  the  practical  administration  of  this 
Government,  that  its  tendency  is  to  enlarge  its 
powers  by  gradual  and  imperceptible  innova- 
tions upon  the  rights  of  the  States  and  of  the 
)le,  I  look  to  the  future  with  all  the  fore- 
'  one  foUy  impressed  with  the  solenm 
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oonvictioa  that,  if  not  resisted,  snd  Baocesufnlly 
resisted  at  the  threshold,  it  will  end  in  consolida- 
tion, and  consolidation  in  the  OTCrthrow  of  onr 
institutions  and  the  downfall  of  oar  liberties. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  detain  the  Honse 
longer  b/  the  expression  of  any  apprehensions 
of  my  own,  as  to  the  objects  of  tins  measnre, 
or  the  danger  of  its  ripening  into  a  permanent 
system.  I  feel  as  sensibly  as  any  man  can  do, 
the  magnitude  of  the  conseqaenoes  which  snch 
a  system  cannot  fail  to  produce.  I  hope,  sir, 
most  devoutly,  that  my  fears  may  never  be 
realized ;  bat  I  should  be  unfaithful  to  my  con- 
stituents and  my  country,  if  I  did  not  declare, 
fearlessly,  that  I  look  to  the  present  measnre  as 
laying  the  foondation  of  a  system  which,  if 
ever  established,  must  end  in  revolntion  or 
despotism. 

Mr.  WisK  eulogized  his  colleague  on  the 
course  he  had  inst  taken,  lie  was  glad  to  find 
displayed  so  honorable  and  independent  an 
opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr.  W.  then  read  seve- 
ral extracts  from  President  Jackson's  Messages 
of  1834  and  1885,  to  show  that  the  sales  of 
Government  stock  in  the  United  States  Bank 
had  been  recommended  by  the  President  at 
those  periods. 

Mr.  RoBEBTSON  said,  if  the  adminstration 
had  no  other  object  in  view  than  to  rtuse  a 
snflSciency  of  money  to  meet  the  real  wants  of 
the  Treasury,  be  was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend 
the  cause  of  these  persevering  efforts  to  raise 
it  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  uotes.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Uhdbbwood,)  as  modified,  proposed  to  give 
the  right  to  dispose  of  the  debt  of  about  six 
millions  due  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
and  that  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Patton,)  if  he 
understood  it,  to  superadd  the  power  of  draw- 
ing upon  the  State  banks,  which  held  ten  or 
twelve  millions  of  public  money.  If  these 
resources  should  prove  insufficient,  authority 
might  be  conferred  to  borrow  whatever  sum 
might  be  necessary  to  vaake  up  the  deficiency. 
But  none  of  these  obvious  and  ordinary  methods 
of  replenishing  the  Treasury  will  now  answer 
the  purpose.  Nothing  wiH  do  but  to  resort  to 
the  extraordinary  and  dangerous  resource  of  an 
issue  of  Treasury  notes.  In  times  of  great 
difficulty,  when  engaged  in  war  with  one  of 
the  most  powerful  nations  of  Europe,  we  were 
compelled,  from  sheer  necessity,  to  adopt  that 
method  of  raising  supplies.  During  the  Revo- 
Intionory  war  we  had  issued  upwards  of  three 
hundred  millions  in  bills  of  credit,  and  at  its 
close  these  bills  were  so  depreciated  that  they 
w-ere  funded  at  100  for  1.  Such  were  the  evils 
attending  the  system,  that  the  framers  of  the 
constitution,  to  guard  agaiist  their  recurrence, 
thonght  it  necessary  to  interdict  the  States  in 
express  terms  from  emitting  bills  of  credit.  I 
will  not,  sir,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  at  this  time  enter  into 
the  question  whether  the  power  thus  prohibited 
to  the  States  rightfully  belongs  to  this  Govern- 
ment. There  is  much  force,  all  must  admit,  in 
the  reference  made  by  the  gentieman  from 


Massachusetts  (Mr.  CusmMa)  to  the  jonnul  of 
the  convention,  showing  that  a  propoatiatito 
clothe  this  Ck>vemment  with  the  power  wn 
expressly  overruled.  With  those  who  lely  on 
the  same  ground,  not  verified  by  the  joornal, 
bat  depending  on  the  memory  of  memben  of 
the  convention,  as  an  argument  against  tbe 
power  to  establish  a  national  bank,  this  itf- 
erence  ought  to  be  condoave.  Cerhun  it  ia, 
that  tbe  power  was  not  expressly  granted,  aa 
were  those  to  lay  taxes  and  borrow  monejr; 
and  the  rule  of  interpretation,  as  given  by  tin 
constitution  itself,  is,  that  the  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to 
the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  or  to  tbe 
people.  It  is  obvious  that  its  eserdse  by  tlie 
General  Government  is  equally  dangerous;  in- 
deed, liable  to  much  greater  abuse.  The  States 
can  effect  none,  to  any  considerable  extot, 
except  those  within  their  respective  limits;  but 
we  may  inundate  the  Union  with  a  spnriou 
currency ;  and  when  the  system  shall  be  oooe 
commenced,  no  one  can  undertake  tosayvbere 
it  is  to  stop. 

In  every  aspect,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  scknu 
appears  to  me  substantially  the  establishment 
of  a  Government  bank.  If  the  piper  be 
designed  as  a  circulating  medinm,  the  Tretiiii7 
becomes  a  bank  of  issue  and  circulation  mcrelx. 
But  the  scheme  goes  further.  It  anthoriiM 
not  only  the  payment  of  these  notes  to  public 
creditors,  but  the  borrowing  of  money  tipoa 
their  credit  What  is  this  in  effect  but  a  bat- 
ing operation!  You  apply  to  the  Secretw;, 
who  is  thus  authorized  to  borrow,  and_  pm^xso 
to  lend  him  half  a  million  or  a  miilioa  of 
dollars.  He  is  not  in  immediate  want  of  tbe 
money.  You  offer,  for  a  given  sum  in  Tress- 
ury  notes,  to  supply  him  with  one  or  tw 
hundred  thousand  dollars  monthly,  in  ib<iii>- 
tions  of  war,  in  rations,  or  in  money,  until  u 
amount  equal  to  the  value  of  tiie  notes  in  the 
market  shall  be  furnished.  There  is  nothioj 
in  the  law  to  prevent  snch  a  negotiation. 

Mr.  Lkoabr  stud:  As  to  the  conatitatioaal 
power  of  Oongrees,  then,  to  issue  theie  not«, 
under  existing  ciroumstanoee,  I  entertain  M 
doubt  at  all,  at  least  with  reference  to  tb«o^ 
jections  mainly  relied  on  in  this  discussion,  «nd 
especially  by  the  gentlemen  over  the  wVi 
(Messrs.  Fletcher,  Philups,  and  CrsHiso,  «• 
Massachusetts.)  But  to  the  issuing  them  witt- 
out  interest,  or  with  a  very  small  interest,^ 
which  I  repeat  my  decided  preference,  anrtwr 
ditBculty  has  been  presented  by  ray  friend  from 
Virginia  near  me,  (Mr.  Robsbtsoit.)  He  main- 
tained that  as  the  constitution  forbids  any  thing 
but  gold  and  silver  to  be  made  a  legal  teodef 
by  the  States,  it  implicitly  requires  that  « 
should  pay  the  debte  of  this  Government  o«J 
in  specie  or  in  what  is  equivalent  to  it  A"" 
yet,  in  almost  the  same  breath,  the  g«n"«™; 
proceeded  to  denounce  the  Executive  fof  »«» 
being  satisfied  witii  tiie  bank  notes  of  we 
States,  which  he  maintained  are re^'r  "**!" 
deprecated.    Sir,  on  this  Ust  head  I  «gw« 
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with  him  entirely,  at  least  so  &r  as  regards  the 
state  of  our  foger  cnrrenoy  in  the  Southern 
States.  I  maintained  when  I  first  came  here, 
what  has  been  since  demonstrated  in  a  masterly 
argmnent  in  another  part  of  this  boilding,*  and 
is  strikingly  corroborated  by  the  recent  fall  in 
ezdhanges,  that  the  price  of  bullion  had  been 
raised  by  an  extraordinary  foreign  demand,  and 
was  no  proof  whatever  of  the  redondancy  of 
the  oircolation,  which  has  been  yery  much 
rednoed  within  the  last  ten  months,  and  is 
int>bably  even  inadequate  to  the  necessary  ex- 
changes of  the  country,  in  the  usual  course  of 
bosiness.  But  if  this  is  true,  as  I  have  no 
doabt  it  is,  then  the  right  of  a  creditor  under 
the  constitution  to  demand  specie  for  his  debtL 
becomes  that  tummumjui  which,  all  the  world 
over,  is  tumma  uijuria.  And  if  this  is  the  case 
as  between  iodividuals,  why  should  a  rule  so 
very  different  be  applied  to  the  transactions  of 
Gk>Temi6ent  ?  Nay,  the  news  brought  us  from 
New  York  this  morning  is  that,  while  gold  is 
only  at  6  per  cent,  premium.  Treasury  drafts 
are  at  4 :  for  you  must  remark,  sir,  that  the 
letter  of  Prime,  Ward  &  Co.,  received  just  now, 
is  dated  at  least  a  fortnight  ago,  and  since  that 
time  a  most  decided  <diange  has  taken  place  in 
the  specie  market  as  well  as  in  foreign  bills.  I 
think,  then,  I  am  perfectly  safe  in  a£Srming 
that  there  is  no  danger  whatever  of  the  con- 
templated Treasury  notes  falling  below  what, 
'by  the  confession  of  the  gentleman  himself^ 
oaght  to  satisfy  any  man  not  bent  upon  enforc- 
ing a  contract  according  to  the  utmost  rigor  of 
the  law,  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  equity 
and  good  conscience.  TVe  shall  pay  our  credi- 
tors in  what  is  4  per  cent,  above  those  bank 
notM  which  are  there  acknowledged  to  be  at 
their  ftill  value  in  reference  to  aQ  other  com- 
modities but  gold  and  silver. 

[Here  Mr.  Robsbtson  said  nothing  was  at  par, 
which  was  not  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver,  or 
something  to  that  effect.] 

Mr.  Leoabe.  Then  why  find  so  much  fault 
with  the  Government  for  demanding  gold  and 
sliver  of  its  debtors  ?  The  gentleman  is  plainly 
in  a  ^lemma,  from*  which  it  is  not  easy  for 
him  to  extricate  himself. 

[Mr.  RoBBBTBOK  Said,  with  the  permission  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina,  he  would 
make  a  brief  explanation.  He  had  not  at  all  dis- 
cussed the  qneetion  of  depreciation.  He  could 
not  admit,  however,  that  paper  money  was  not 
depreciated.  On  the  contrary,  he  insisted  that 
it  must  always  be  regarded,  in  a  legal  sense,  as 
depreciated  when  below  the  legal  standard — 
gcjd  and  silver,  without  regard  to  the  causes, 
whether  it  be  a  foreign  demand  or  any  other, 
which  may  have  occasioned  the  difference. 
Still  he  denied  the  policy  or  justice  of  exacting 
gM.  and  silver  at  this  time  in  payment  of  the 
public  dues ;  when  it  could  not  be  procured 
but  at  a  hish  premium,  and  when,  indeed,  there 
was  seercely  any  currency  at  the  command  of 
the  people  than  depredated  paper.    He  thought 


*  Bjr  Mr.  Klod  of  Otoigia. 


tt  was  oppressive  in  this  Government  to  exact 
this  sacrifice — to  reject  that  which  the  State 
Governments  were  content  to  receive;  and 
what,  in  the  ordinary  transactions  between 
man  and  man,  it  would  be  deemed  immoral 
and  dishonorable  to  refuse.] 

Sir,  I  am  charmed  to  hear  the  gentleman  say 
so.  Then  why  should  the  public  creditor  call 
upon  the  Government  to  do,  for  his  benefit,  an 
immoral  and  dishonorable  thing;  and  why 
should  he  think  himself  wronged  if  we  offer 
him  what  is  at  this  moment  four  per  cent, 
better  than  the  paper  which,  according  to  the 
gentleman's  own  showing,  ought  to  satisfy 
every  equitable  and  conscientious  man?  But 
the  truth  is,  I  apprehend  no  difficulty  at  all 
from  those  to  whom  we  shall  have  payments 
to  make,  and  through  whose  hands  these  notes 
wUl,  almost  without  exception,  make  their 
way  into  circulation.  They  will  receive  them 
cheerfully,  and  without  hesitation ;  and  al- 
though I  perfectly  appreciate  the  delicate  and 
honorable  scruples  which  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  feel  about  offering,  in  satisfaction  of  the 
public  dues,  a  paper  ever  so  little  inferior  to 
the  only  legal  tender  recognized  in  the  consti- 
tution, yet  I  cannot  myself,  in  a  matter  left, 
after  all,  entirely  to  the  free  wUl  of  the  party, 
consent  to  sacrifice  substantial  justice  and  the 
public  good  to  what  I  must  consider  as  a  super- 
stitions adherence  to  the  mere  letter  of  the 
law.  Nobody,  at  all  versed  in  these  subjects, 
now  regards  the  precious  metals  as  any  thing 
bat  an  approximation,  and  often  a  very  imper- 
fect approximation,  to  a  correct  measure  of 
value.  They  have  been  adopted  from  the 
necessity  ot  the  thing,  as  the  two  great  "  com- 
modities of  commerce"  furnishing  a  ready 
medium  of  .exchange  for  all  others,  and,  on  the 
whole,  the  best  practical  means  of  comparing 
them;  but  they  are  still,  like  the  rest,  mere 
commodities,  subject  to  a  very  great  fluctuation 
in  value,  according  to  the  common  principles 
which  govern  prices.  The  present  state  of 
things  furnishes,  in  my  opinion,  a  striking  ex- 
ample of  this  important  truth ;  and  now,  I  ask, 
whether  any  really  just  man  ought  to  complain 
of  us  if  we  offer  him  these  notes,  with  the 
most  perfect  liberty  to  refuse  them  at  his  own 
discretion,  and  treat  us  as  debtors  on  his  un- 
settled account ;  if,  in  making  that  offer,  we 
hold  to  him  the  frank,  manly,  and  reasonable 
language  dictated  to  us  by  the  truth  of  the 
case,  and  the  actual  situation  of  the  country — 
if  we  say  to  him  "  gold  and  silver,  which  is  in 
strict  law,  though  not  in  good  conscience,  your 
due,  we  have  none?  By  an  unforeseen  and 
terrible  revulsion,  by  contingencies  beyond  any 
human  control,  our  debtors  have  been,  and  are 
stiU,  unable  to  meet  their  engagements  with  us 
in  the  usual  way.  The  country  is  in  deep  em- 
barrassment and  distress,  and  we  cannot,  even 
were  we  disposed  to  do  so,  press  them  to  a 
literal  compLance  with  their  contracts,  with- 
out involving  our  whole  people,  more  or  less, 
in  the  fearfd  consequences  of  the  bankruptcy 
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that  would  probably  ensue.  We  give  yon, 
however,  an  acknowledgment  of  your  claims 
agiunst  ns,  which  will  be  everywhere  nearly  as 
good,  in  some  parts  of  tiie  conntry  probably 
better,  than  the  preoions  metals — ^which,  at  all 
events,  is  at  a  premiom  in  reference  to  what 
yon  would  not  hesitate  to  receive  from  a  private 
debtor ;  and  we  put  it  to  your  patriotism  and 
yonr  sense  of  justice,  to  decide  whether  we 
have  not,  to  all  sabstantial  purposes,  complied 
with  our  engagements."  Sir,  depend  upon  it, 
such  an  appeal  to  the  good  sense  and  the 
generosity  of  our  fellow-citizens  will  not  be 
made  in  vain. 

The  right  of  the  Government,  therefore,  in 
every  aspect  of  the  case,  being,  as  I  conceive, 
folly  established,  the  only  remaining  question  is, 
in  what  form  will  these  notes  be  most  beneficial 
to  the  public  ?  Whether  it  is  better  to  issue 
them  bearing  an  interest  of  not  more  than  6 
per  cent.,  or  Dewing  either  no  interest  at  all,  or 
a  very  small  one,  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
Hoase  ?  And  this  brings  me  to  the  differences 
between  me  and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  or,  to  express  it  more 
accurately,  perhapi^  between  the  Senate  and 
the  committee  of  this  House.  Sir,  I  admit  that 
these  notes,  at  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  I 
approve,  would  serve  an  excellent  purpose  ta 
remittances  to  Europe ;  but  exchanges,  as  we 
have  seen,  are  already  fallen  nearly  60  per  cent 
within  a  very  few  days,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  as  soon  as  the  coming 
crop  shall  be  brought  to  market,  the^  will  be 
down  at  par.  But  the  prospect  of  an  improve- 
ment in  our  domestic  exchanges  is  unfortunately 
not  so  good.  An  immense  debt  is  dae  fi^>m 
the  West  and  the  South-west  to  the  great  com- 
mercial capitals  on  the  Atlantic,  t«  the  pay- 
ment of  wnich,  notes  bearing  a  high  rate  of 
interest  will  contribute  no  aid  whatever.  They 
will,  yon  may  rely  upon  it,  sir,  be  instantly 
bought  up  by  capitalists  for  investment.  They 
will  disappear  entirely,  as  gold  and  silver  have 
disappeared.  In  consequence  of  the  shock 
given  to  all  credit  by  the  late  revulsion,  there 
are  immense  deposits  in  all  your  banks  waiting 
for  some  safe  opportunity  to  lay  them  out  on 
any  reasonable  terms.  The  answers  made  to 
the  drcnlar  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
have  no  weight  at  all  with  me,  not  only  b»- 
cause,  as  I  said  just  now,  a  very  material  change 
has  occurred  in  the  price  of  bullion  since  that 
date,  but  for  several  other  reasons  which  need 
not  be  dwelt  upon  here.  These  notes  are  not 
intended  to  go  into  the  market  at  all.  Hy  idea 
of  the  proper  use  to  be  made  of  them  is,  that 
they  shall  be  passed  away,  as  I  have  said,  to 
the  ftinctionanes  and  creditors  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  repeat,  that  I  have  no  doubt  that 
they  will  be  readily  accepted  by  them,  and  that 
the  extravagant  rates  of  exchange  between  the 
different  parts  of  the  country,  will  keep  them 
up  at  a  considerable  premium  in  req>ect  of  the 
best  bank  paper,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite,  at  a 
par  with  gold  and  siver. 


Mr.  CusBiNa  followed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Lk- 
OABE.  He  quoted  Judges  Stray,  Marshall,  and 
other  authorities,  to  show  that  Treasury  BotM 
were  bills  of  credit. 

Mr.  FosTKB  replied,  arguing  that  Trsaamy 
notes,  to  become  bills  of  wedit,  must  be  iasoed 
as  a  circulating  medium.  He  denied  that  a 
high  at  low  rate  of  interest  altered  the  case. 

Mr.  Cambbklbno  pressed  for  action  on  the 
bill,  and  referred  to  pledges  given  by  gentlemen 
of  the  oppoution  that  a  vote  should  be  had  this 
night. 

Mr.  Wiss  replied,  admitting  that  he  had 
g^ven  such  a  pledge,  but  for  himself  only. 

Mr.  W.  O.  Johnson  obtained  the  floor,  and 
addressed  the  House  in  a  speech  of  great  anina- 
tion  till  late  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  Phillips  read  to  the  House,  traax  a  dooa- 
ment  recently  received,  and  not  yet  genesaUy 
distributed,  in  reply  to  a  call  iot  the  earn- 
spondence  of  the  Treasury  -with  vari<ios  indi- 
Tiduala,  touching  the  terms  of  their  reoeptiaa 
of  Treasury  notes  for  specie;  and  in  wl^ 
many  oommeroial  capitalists  declined  altogether 
having  any  thing  to  do  with  snch  a  transactkn. 

Mr.  Rhstt  moved  an  amendment,  the  effect 
of  which  would  lie,  if  agreed  to,  to  nudce  the 
bills  payable  ''upon  presentation,''  after  the 
expiration  of  one  year  fh>m  date,  and  to  divest 
them  of  the  character  of  interest-bearing  uotea. 


Satusdat,  October  f. 
Treatury  2fbtt  Bill, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
"  bill  to  anthorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes." 

The  question  being  on  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Bhrt — 

Mr.  Rhkit  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to 
declare  that  the  faith  of  the  United  States  was 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  notes,  on  pre- 
sentation, at  six  months  after  their  datea,  re- 
spectively. 

Mr.  BxLL  said :  I  concur  most  heartily  with 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  gentlonaa 
fi-om  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Piokkss,)  the  other 
day,  in  speaking  of  the  ntfw  Treasury  scheoMS 
which  have  been  recommended  for  our  ooo- 
sideration.  I  do  heartily  and  truly  believe  that 
the  destiny  of  this  country,  for  good  <»■  for  evil, 
will  depend  greatly  upon  Uie  decisicm  of  the 
questions  which  they  present.  The  mind  fiub 
in  an  effort  to  grasp  the  whole  of  this  impor- 
tant subject ;  no  powers  are  adequate  to  do  full 
Justice  to  the  great  issues  which  are  involved. 
The  argument  embraces  in  its  range  the  fate  of 
the  federal  constitution,  of  finee  Govenunait 
itself  I  Of  all  the  causes  which  in  modem  times 
have  deeply  excited,  agitated,  and  convulsed  a 
people,  but  few  had  a  more  certain,  nfU,  and 
learM  tendency  to  mgender  a  roiiit  «>f  oppo- 
sition to  the  laws  aui  to  revolntion,  than  a 
debased  and  disordwed  onrrenciy.  I  need  not 
refer  to  the  examples  which  past  history  afiofdi 
of  this  nature.  I  will  not  even  revwt  to  the 
deep  feeling,  the  intense  exoiteneBt,  whidi 
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xnanlfeflted  themselTes  in  our  large  cities,  at  a 
noent  date,  in  oonne«tioa  with  this  eabject ; 
bat  I  will  say,  that  such  in8tances  of  popular 
excitement,  npon  each  occasions,  ought  never  to 
be  lost  sight  of  by  the  statesmen  of  this  coon- 
try,  nor  will  they  be  either  tauntingly  referred 
to,  or  (lightly  regarded  by  any  man  who  has 
any  jost  claim  to  the  rank  and  character  of  one. 
What  I  fear  npon  this  subject  is,  that  we  have 
only  arrived  (tt  the  first  stage  of  this  disorder 
—that  greater  embarrassments,  and  yet  wider 
spread  mischiefs,  await  us  in  the  progress  of 
it;  that  the  state  of  the  currency  is  yet  to 
become  a  subject  of  deeper  and  more  perma- 
nent discontent ;  that  the  blindness  of  party 
prejadioe,  the  obstinacy  of  party  interest,  and 
the  infatoation  of  power,  will  defeat  every 
prudent  remedy,  and  bring  on  a  crisis  of  open 
resistanoe  to  the  laws,  and  leavq  the  institn- 
tions  of  the  country,  both  local  and  general,  a 
prey  to  anarchy.  This,  sir,  is  my  fear ;  and  I 
regard  this  bill  as  one  of  the  forerunners  of  a 
train  of  measures,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  are  well  calculated  to  lead  to  this 
last  and  most  fatal  calamity  which  can  befall  a 
country.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  warn  gentlemen  that, 
if  this  administration  shall  be  so  infatuated  as 
to  persevere  for  any  len^h  of  time  in  the 
policy  of  reqniring  the  public  revenue  to  be  col- 
lected in  gold  and  silver,  and  disbursed  among 
the  offioenolders,  contractors,  and  others,  de- 
pendent upon  the  Qovemment,  while  the  only 
money  in  use  among  the  people  is  bank  paper, 
or  any  other  paper  of  less  value  than  gold  and 
silver — if  the  distinction  shall  be  attempted  to 
be  kept  np  much  longer  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  tlie  people — gold  and  silver  for  the 
Government  and  its  trains  of  officials,  and  a 
d^reeiated  paper  for  the  people,  resistance 
most  and  will  come.  It  is  not  in  the  blood  of 
the  race  of  freemen  which  inhabit  this  free 
oonntoy  to  submit  long  and  tamely  to  so  unjust, 
exacting,  and  oppressive  a  course  of  policy. 
And  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  by  every  member 
in  this  Honse,  who  shall  record  his  vote  in 
£tyor  of  this  bill,  that  he  thereby  sanctions  this 
arbitrary  and  unjust  policy  of  the  administra- 
tion, and  draws  the  line  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  i>eople !  Pass  this  bUl,  and  the 
Gk>Temment  is  put  above  and  made  independ- 
oit  of  the  people ;  those  in  i>ower  will  have 
the  means  of  carrying  out  their  policy  in  de- 
fiance of  the  popular  will,  at  least  nntil  the 
*  people  shall  again  have  the  privilege  of  inter- 
poaiflg  through  the  elective  right.  I  have  seen 
It  Staled,  that  this  objection,  that  any  distinc- 
tion is  made  by  the  present  course  of  things 
between  the  Government  and  the  people,  has 
been  refuted,  if  not  in  this  House,  in  another 
place ;  but,  sir,  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  the 
argnment  by  which  it  was  done,  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  in  the  power  of  argnment  to  do 
any  snch  thing.  Again,  sir,  whoever  gives  his 
•npport  to  this  bill,  endorses  and  becomes  re- 
^onsible  for  the  present  coarse  and  futnre 
policy  of  thJB  administration,  in  rdation  to  the 


currency,  and  every  other  Interest  connected 
with  it.  And  let  no  one  delude  himself  with 
the  idea  that  there  is  nothing  to  be '  appre- 
hended fh>m  the  men  in  power,  however  mis- 
chievous-or  wicked  their  designs.  Let  ns  not 
underrate  the  genius  and  ability  of  those  who 
possess  the  guiding  influence  over  our  public 
affairs  at  the  present  juncture.  They  are  pro- 
foundly versed  in  the  knowledge  of  men  and 
of  the  motives  to  human  action.  They  are 
also  distinguished  for  great  caution,  secrecy, 
and  skill  in  efiecting  th^r  purposes.  They 
possess  another  great  advantage  over  most  men 
who  have'  attained  their  influence  and  station 
in  Government  and  society.  They  are  for  the 
most  part  entirely  reckless  of  all  consequences, 
except  such  as  relate  to  themselves,  and  affect 
their  interests.  Such  persons  —  such  advan- 
tages, are  not  to  be  slightly  regarded  by  those 
who  desire  to  restore  the  country  to  quiet  and 
prosperity.  Can  we  who  sit  here  any  longer 
doubt  the  skill  of  the  administration  in  carry- 
ing their  measures  ?  Have  the  opposition  yet 
succeeded — is  there  any  probability  that  they 
will  succeed,  in  effecting  a  single  modification 
of  any  one  measure  of  idl  those  which  were  no 
doubt  prepared  before  we  sat  out  from  our 
homes,  which  have  been  submitted  to  us  mere- 
ly, as  it  would  seem,  that  we  might  confirm  by 
our  votes  what  long  since  had  been  resolved 
upon  and  fixed  by  the  Executive  Department 
of  the  Government  ?  No  facts,  however  stub- 
bom  or  important — ^no  reasoning,  however  con- 
clusive and  unanswerable — have  the  least  effect; 
the  measures  must,  and,  it  seems,  will  be  car- 
ried. Although,  sir,  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
relying  upon  rumors  which  I  hear  out  of  doors, 
yet  I  have  heard  it  stated  from  snch  respectable 
sonrces  tliis  morning,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  had  such  entire  confidence  in  the 
success  of  every  measure  proposed  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  and,  among  others,  the  bill 
now  under  discussion,  that  the  plates  for  print- 
ing the  notes  have  already  been  engraved,  and 
perhaps  the  notes  actually  struck  off.  If  I  db 
any  injustice  to  the  Secretary,  I  will  openlv 
acknowledge  it  the  moment  the  statement  shw 
be  denied  upon  his  authority.  But,  sir,  if  this 
be  the  fact,  how  idle,  how  absurd,  are  all  our 
discussions  here?  Every  thing  is  fixed  and 
settled  by  an  infinence  and  power  beyond  our 
control.  My  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Ukdbbwood)  was  not  aware  of  the  ground 
upon  which  he  was  treading  last  evening,  in 
proposing  bis  amendment,  and  in  what  a  di- 
lemma he  would  have  placed  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  if  he  had  carried  it. 

But,  whatever  may  be  the  destiny  of  this 
bill,  I  will  not  forbear  to  show  that  it  is  founded 
npon  a  pretext  which  is  utterly  unfounded. 
Sir,  there  is  no  deficit  in  the  Treasury  which  it 
has  not  been  the  policy  of  the  administration 
to  produceJ-which  tiiey  have  not  designedly 
created,  and  which  they  cannot  amply  supply 
without  the  aid  of  this  bill.  I  say,  sir,  that 
there  is  no  evidence  before  us,  or'  before  the 
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pnblio,  that  there  is,  or  is  likelj  to  be^  any  defi- 
ciency of  means  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  all 
the  demands  upon  it  daring  die  remaining 
qnarter  of  the  year,  except  this  bill ;  by  which 
it  seems  that  ten  millions  of  dollars  ar«  reqnired 
by  the  administration  for  the  pnblic  service. 
Every  oUter  circnmstanoe  in  the  conduct  of 
the  administration  indicates  an  overflowing 
Treasury.  At  the  very  moment,  and  daring  the 
entire  period,  within  which  it  might  be  sup- 
posed this  alleged  deficiency  of  means  in  the 
Treasury  would  be  felt  or  apprehended,  what 
has  been  the  uniform  course  of  the  administra- 
tion t  One  of  uniform  extravagance  and  pro- 
fusion, as  far  as  the  expenditures  of  the  public 
moneys  are  concerned.  Keed  I  refer  to  the 
evidence  furnished  by  the  report  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Engineer  Department,  which  has  been- 
laid  upon  our  table,  that  special  instructions 
bad  been  issued  last  spring  that  the  moneys 
appropriated  should  be  expended  as  speedily  as 

Cible?  Need  I  recapitulate  the  facts,  that 
millions  of  dollars  asked  at  the  last  session 
for  the  support  of  the  Florida  war,  are  stated 
to  have  been  already  exhausted,  and  one  mil- 
lion and  a  half  more  are  demanded,  and  yet  the 
campaign  lias  not  opened ;  that,  judging  from 
the  accounts  which  we  see  in  the  public  papers, 
and  from  rumors,  seven  or  eight  thousand 
troops  are  about  being  collected  to  oppose  some 
fifteen  hundred  hostile  Indians  and  negroes? 
Does  this  look  like  an  exhausted  Treasury? 
But  we  need  not  go  so  far  for  proofs  of  the 
true  condition  of  the  Treasury.  Look  around 
you,  sir,  and  reflect  npon  the  scenes  that  are 
passing  before  our  eyes  almost  every  day.  How 
many  delegations  from  far  distant  tribes  of 
Indians  have  we  seen  during  this  short  session, 
decked  out  in  all  the  extravagant  and  fantastic 
trappings  of  savage  pomp  and  vanity,  come, 
sir,  for  the  purpose,  and  according  to  a  now 
well-establiahed  system  of  policy,  of  supplying 
the  deficits  which  have  lately  been  felt  in  the 
coffers  of  some  favorite  ofiSceholders,  jobbers, 
or  agents  of  some  kind,  which  swarm  upon 
your  north-western  frontier  ?  We  know,  sir, 
that  this  has  been  regarded  as  a  great  abuse  for 
the  last  ten  years,  yet  we  see  it  daily  increasing. 
80  imposing  and  pompous  an  exhibition  of 
bands  of  savages  from  oar  Western  ihintier,  I 
believe  has  never  before  been  witnessed  in  this 
city,  as  during  the  present  short  session.  We 
have  regular  and  formal  bulletins  annouucing 
their  movements  in  all  the  daily  papers  of  the 
city ;  and  thousands  of  the  resident  and  visiting 
popolation  are  frequently  entertmned  by  public 
councils  held  with  them  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  some  of  the  public  buildings  in  the 
Oonrt  end  of  the  city.  It  is  even  left  doubtful, 
whether  the  interest  got  up  by  these  exhibitions 
has  not  surpassed,  for  the  time,  that  inspired 
by  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  weighty  and 
important  as  the  matters  are  which  brought  us 
tomther. 

But,  sir,  there  is  a  much  better  way  yet  of 
•applying  any  poidble  deficiency  of  means  in 


the  Treasury,  and  at  the  same  time  of  nSn- 
ins  the  people  as  well  as  the  GoTermiMit 
I  nave  said  there  is  no  deficit  in  the  TrtMorf 
but  such  a  one  as  the  administration,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  discretion,  and  to  further  thor 
schemes  of  future  policy,  had  created.  I  hiK 
already  shown  that,  by  continning  tlie  pradiee 
of  drawing  upon  the  deposit  banks,  as  hereto- 
fore, the  deficit  vanishes ;  but,  say  the  frieuli 
of  tie  administration,  we  want  to  snpplj  « 
medium  of  exchange ;  we  wish  to  put  into  dr- 
oulation  a  species  of  paper  in  the  shape  of  Imt- 
ury  notes,  which  will  be  a  relief  to  the  0001167 
just  at  this  time.  My  remedy  for  any  ie«l  or 
pretended  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  «H 
which  is  certainly  called  for  by  the  snfferiij 
condition  of  the  country,  is  to  compel  the  Got- 
emment  to  recognize  and  accredit  the  oolx  w- 
cnlating  medium  which  has  any  ezisteoM  in 
tlie  country,  by  receiviuR  and  disborsiiig  tie 
public  revenue  in  it.  And  the  most  surprisiaj 
feature  in  the  history  of  the  times,  is  thit « 
whole  people  would  so  long  submit  without  tt 
mult  and  open  violation  of  the  order  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive requiring  all  dues  to  the  Govermnentto 
be  collected  in  gold  and  silver.  Gold  and  dw 
no  longer  circulate — ^they  we  only  to  be  aoqiarM 
by  purchase  and  by  paying  a  price  regnW" 
like  any  other  article  of  property,  by  the  pro- 
portion between  the  supply  and  the  dennni 
They  are  articles  bought  and  sold  just  lite  MJ 
other  commodity  of  trade,  and  have,  moreowr, 
been  rendered  scarce  and  high  by  the  P***  *" 
mand  which  has  existed  to  pay  ^°'*'8?  IrJ 
and  by  being  hoarded  in  banks  and  by  '■"''* 
uals.  An  example  of  equal  daring,  on  the  pw 
of  the  administration  of  a  Government,  do«n« 
exist  on  record.  The  most  arbitnuy  tnd  des- 
potic monarch  that  ever  sat  upon  t  ^Jj^^ 
would  hot  have  dared  to  issue  such  «n  edict  »s 
went  forth  from  the  ExecuHve  of  this  Govern- 
ment after  the  deposit  banks  suspended  t^ 
payment ;  nor  would  the  power  of  any  s"?' 
tyrant  have  been  safe  under  such  an  expw- 
ment  It  is  only  in  a  Government  »*  J"* 
nominally  free,  and  claiming  to  act  in  t^^T 
of  the  people,  that  such  a  measure  cooW  •• 
sustained  at  all ;  and,  but  for  the  i"'**^* 
party,  which  have  for  some  years  been  !«* 
mount  to  every  other  in  this  country,  ereB" 
this  free  government  the  administratis  »?• 
have  been  compelled  to  have  "O"^*.  /^ 
gress,  or  to  have  permitted  the  F"''*.^^' 
to  be  paid  in  the  circulating  w®*""? '"JT 
country  within  one  month  from  the  <wp| 
mencement  of  a  different  experiment.  J 
present  bill  proposes  to  sustain  this  P]*?*r 
rage  upon  the  people ;  the  attempt  to  co«o 
revenue  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  «nU}«*?  "'"l 
lars,  not  m  the  circulating  medium  "  ^*'"l 
try,  which  the  Government  rejects  and  ^^ 
but  in  an  article  of  traffic,  in  a  V**"*™]^ 
erty  which  must  be  bought  at  MJ  ,»f  7°*?;.^ 
when  it  is  collected  is  to  be  poured  into  tM<j 
of  a  favorite  and  preferred  class,  ^o  "^ 
GoTerninent  could  stand  under  such  aa  «p««^ 
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ment  sixty  daja.  I  oidl  upon  the  Hoose,  by 
rejecting  this  bill,  to  compel  the  administration 
to  abandon  this  nnjost,  and  before  nnheard-of 
policy. 

Mr.  Bbonsok  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  lis- 
tened to  the  debates  on  this  bill,  and  given  tfaem 
all  dne  attention ;  and  the  varions  objections 
whioh  have  been  raised  in  the  progress  of  this 
diseossion  against  an  issne  of  Treasury  notes, 
have  received  from  me  attentive  consideration. 

I  was  in  favor  of  the  project  from  the  first,  if 
the  state  of  the  Treasury  was  snch  as  to  war- 
rant it,  and  I  have  heard  nothing  yet  which  to 
my  mind  is  a  safScient  objection  against  it. 
Let  us  look  for  a  moment  to  the  ground  which 
we  occupy  in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  the 
point  at  which  we  have  arrived  in  this  discussion. 

Is  it  not,  sir,  a  conceded  point  that  the  Treas- 
ury is  nearly  or  quite  exhausted — that  in  a 
short  time  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  money, 
dther  by  loan  or  otherwise,  unless  the  una- 
vailable funds  now  in  hand  can  be  realized  ?  I 
ahall  not  here  go  into  a  review  of  the  financial 
«ondition  of  the  country,  or  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  as  exhibited  by  the  Secretary's  re- 
port, or  tl>e  varions  explanations  of  that  report, 
which  have  been  made  on  this  floor.  I  assume 
th^  position  that  there  is  no  money  in  the 
Treasury,  or  that  such  will  be  the  case  very 
shortly — and  that  money  is  needed  to  carry  on 
the  operations  of  the  Grovemment.  We  are 
told  60  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
'  Meaos.  The  whole  of  this  debate  has  proceed- 
ed npon  that  supposition ;  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  Bell,)  and  perhaps  one  or  two  others, 
saofa  has  been  allowed  to  be  the  true  state  of 
the  Treasury  by  all  who  have  addressed  the 
Honse  on  this  subject.  There  can  be  no  ques- 
tion that  such  is  the  fact,  and  the  point  that  is 
now  presented  is  simply,  in  what  manner  shall 
we  replenish  the  Treasury ;  I  say  merely  the 
Treasury,  and  not  an  exhausted  or  bankrupt 
Treasury;  for,  sir,  we  have  ample  resources, 
as  soon  as  they  can  be  realized,  without  resort- 
ing to  taxes  or  duties.  It  is  only  necessary  to 
resort  to  some  temporary  expedient  to  enable 
the  Qovemment  to  go  on  and  to  furnish  the 
Treasury  with  the  necessary  means,  until  the 
debts  due  to  the  Government,  and  the  ample 
bat  at  present  unavailable  means  which  we 
have,  can  be  realized  without  unnecessary  dis- 
tress or  pressure  npon  the  people. 

You  have  now,  sir,  upon  your  table,  a  bill 
poetponing  the  payment  of  duty  bonds  nine 
months,  and  another,  allowing  time  to  the 
deposit  banks  to  pay  the  balances  due  from 
them,  neither  of  which  are  yet  acted  upon  in 
this  House,  bat  both  of  which,  so  far  as  any 
opinion  has  been  elicited,  meet  with  nniversal 
&Tor.  la.  fact,  sir,  I  doubt  whether  there  is  a 
member  on  this  floor  who  is  not  prepared  to 
support  botii  of  those  measures ;  and  gentlemen 
opposed  to  the  administration  and  to  this  bill, 
are  supposed  to  be  particularly  favwable  to 


those.  Can  gentlemen  of  the  opposition,  then, 
fail  to  see  the  effect  that  the  defeat  of  this  bill 
must  have  upon  those  measures?  Are  they 
sincere  in  desiring  a  delay  upon  the  duty  bonds, 
and  the  allowance  of  farther  time  to  the  de- 
posit banks,  and  yet  oppose  this  measure, 
which  if  defeated  must  necessarily  result  in 
the  defeat  of  both  those  hills  f  Are  they  will- 
ing to  assume  the  responsibility  of  denying 
any  extension  to  the  banks,  or  on  the  duty  bonds, 
which  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
refusing  to  pass  this  bill?  I  apprehend;  sir, 
that  gentlemen  have  not  duly  weighed  these 
considerations,  and  yet  it  would  seem  impossi- 
ble that  they  can  have  overlooked  the  fact  that, 
by  exacting  immediate  payment  of  the  duty 
bonds  and  bonk  balances,  not  only  the  security 
or  safety  of  the  debts  might  be  endangered,  but 
that  increased  pressure  and  distress  must  be  felt 
through  all  the  ramifications  of  society ;  and 
yet,  sir,  how  can  that  result  be  avoided  if  tibia 
bill  is  defeated  ? 

But,  sir,  another  and  more  weighty  objection 
is  now  urged  to  this  bill.  After  it  had  been 
debated  nearly  two  days,  it  was  suddenly  dis- 
covered to  be  an  enemy  in  disguise ;  a  scheme 
fraught  with  all  sorts  of  mischieif  to  the  country 
and  danger  to  our  institutions ;  in  short,  an  in- 
cipient step  towards  a  Treasury  bank,  as  an  en- 
tering wedge  towards  a  permanent  national 
paper  currency.  The  changes  have  been  rung 
upon  these  words  in  all  forms  and  shapes,  until 
the  ear  is  weary  of  the  repetition  ;  ana  like  the 
old  United  States  Bank,  which  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  insisted  had  become  a  kind 
of  "  stalking  horse  "  in  this  Honse,  sir,  this  idea 
of  a  "  Treasury  Bank  "  "  a  Government  paper 
currency  "  has  become  akind  of  "  stalking  horse  " 
to  this  bill,  which  is  led  in  upon  this  floor  by 
every  speaker  of  the  opposition,  to  frighten 
members  out  of  their  votes  in  favor  of  this 
measure.  Now,  sir,  I  am  as  much  opposed  to 
a  Treasury  bank  as  any  of  the  gentlemen  who 
oppose  this  bill ;  and  I  would  go  as  far  in  op- 
posing  any  measure  which  would  be  an  incipi- 
ent step  towards  snch  an  institution,  or  to- 
wards the  '  establishment  of  an  irredeemable 
Government  paper  currency,  as  the  most  patri- 
otic of  them ;  but,  after  a  very  candid  exami- 
nation of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  and  after 
a  careful  pemsal  of  the  bill,  I  cannot  discover 
the  lurking  dangers  with  which  other  gentle- 
men seem  to  think  it  is  fraught.  I  am  not  able 
to  perceive  any  foundation  for  a  Treasury  bank 
or  for  a  permanent  Government  paper  currency 
lurking  al>out  the  bill,  or  incident  to  it  It  is, 
sir,  a  very  plain,  intelligible  bill,  just  what  it 
purports  to  be  on  the  face  of  it,  and  meaning 
nothing  more  than  is  expressed ;  a  mere  tem- 
porary expedient,  to  enable  the  Treasury,  by  an 
issne  of  Treasury  notes  to  a  limited  amount, 
to  fulfil' its  obligations;  thns  antioipating  the 
moneys  dne  to  the  Govemmeat,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  do  it  without  laying  any  taxes  or 
new  duties.  The  issue  of  Treasury  notes  is 
confined  to  ten  millions,  beyond  which  smonot 
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no  issae  can  be  made ;  and,  to  make  assoranoe 
doublj  EDre,  I  will  mjrself  propose  the  amend- 
ment offered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  hy 
the  genUeman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Jornbon,) 
limitmgthe  time  within  which  these  notes  Bhall 
be  issued  to  the  first  of  June,  1889,  or  some 
other  shorter  time,  so  as  to  throw  aroand  the 
bill  all  those  safegnards  necessary  to  render  it, 
as  it  is  intended  to  be,  and  as  it  purports  to  be 
on  the  face  of  it,  a  measure  merely  temporary. 
By  the  passage  of  this  bill,  we  shall,  sir,  be  able  to 
eztofld  all  reasonable  indulgence  to  the  Govern- 
ment debtors,  at  a  time  when  it  is  not  only  the 
interest  but  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  do 
so;  we  shall  fnmi^  a  temporary  circulation 
which  may  and  will  be  used,  not  only  as  a  re- 
mittance to  Europe,  but  between  the  different 
parts  of  the  Union ;  which  will  have  a  tendency 
to  equalize  exchanges,  retain  our  specie  from 
foreign  exportation,  restore  commercial  confi- 
dence, and  in  every  way  relieve  the  country, 
without  injury  to  the  Government  or  danger  to 
our  institutions.  I  say  without  danger  to  our 
institutions ;  for,  really,  sir,  I  cannot  see  the 
least  shadow  of  foundation  for  the  apprehen- 
nons  of  gentlemen  on  that  point.  This  is  a 
measure  which  has  before  been  adopted  by  this 
Qovernment,  and  without  any  objection  as  to 
its  constitutionality.  It  is  no  new  experiment, 
sir ;  no  trifling  with  the  supposed  powers  given 
us  by  the  constitution ;  but  the  judicious  exer- 
cise of  those  powers  clearly  granted,  and  an 
exercise  sanctioned  as  well  by  authority  of  a 
former  Congress,  as  by  sound  discretion  and  a 
just  regard  for  a  suffering  country. 

Mr.  Ualstsd  entered  mto  an  argnment  to 
prove  that  Treasury  notes  were  bills  of  credit, 
and  therefore  not  warranted  by  the  constitu- 
tion. He  quoted  the  Message  of  General  Jack- 
son in  1836,  Judge  Marshall,  and  various  decis- 
ions of  the  Supremo  Court,  in  support  of  his 
position.     He    was,   therefore,    unwilling   to 

five  to  the  administration  the  power  of  issuing 
'reasury  notes,  as  they  evidently  had  no  right 
so  to  do. 

He  contended  that  the  language  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  the  bill  itself,  indicated  that  tJie 
notes  were  intended  to  form  a  constituent  part 
of  the  currency,  which  of  itself  was  a  sufficient 
objection.    He  also  opposed  the  bill  on  the 

§  round  that  it  provided  no  fhnd  for  the  re- 
emption  of  such  notes,  and  quoted  authorities 
to  show  that  Government  debts  shotdd  never 
be  incurred  without  some  specific  means  being 
appropriated  for  their  liquidation.  It  was  like- 
wise liis  opinion  that  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  w^uloprevent  the  banks  resuming  specie 
payment  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill,  be- 
cause it  would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Treasury 
bank,  and  add  to  the  Executive  power,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  buy  up  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

[A  great  number  of  amendmmts  were  then  offered 
to  the  bill,  tnd  mcoeasively  rejected ;  when — ] 

[Oct.  9.] — The  question  recurring  on  agreeing 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Ute  state 


of  the  Union  in  the  whole  amendments  to  the 
bill  as  amended,  (being  a  snbstitntion  of  the 
House  bill,  as  amended  bv  Mr.  SonrBOATx'a  mo- 
tion, as  for  the  Senate's  bill,)  it  was  decided  by 
— ^yeas  123,  nays  99. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  • 
third  reading,  it  was  decided  as  follows : 

TiAS. — Uesan.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atbertoo, 
Beatty,  Beime,  BidmeU,  Birdsall,  Boon,  BordcB, 
Booldin,  Brodhead,  Branson,  Bmyn,  Bndianm, 
Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Gambreleng,  John  Campbdl, 
Timothy  J.  Carter,  Cbaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  CU- 
borne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Cnug,  Cniy, 
Cushman,  Bavee,  DeOrafl^  Dromgoole,  Dn^ian,  Ed- 
wards, Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  James  Garianl, 
Rice  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grul, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawknw, 
Haynes,  Holscy,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  WilHam  a 
Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Ja(ison,  Jabez  Jacksoo, 
Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  KaUiamel  Jono, 
John  W.  Jones,  Eemble,  Kilgorc,  Klingenanitli, 
Lawler,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  A.  Loomii, 
Lyon,  J.  H.  Mason,  Martin,  Mazw^,  McKay,  Robert 
McClellan,  Abraham  McCIellan,  McChire,  McKim, 
HUler,  Kontgomeiy,  Moore,  S.  W.  Monia,  Mnhlen- 
berg,  Murray,  Noble,  Koyes,  Owens,  Palmer,  Bukcr, 
Formenter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phete 
Flumer,  Pope,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rari^a,  BeOy, 
Rhett,  Riobardson,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Bheplor,  Smiifa, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tibu,  Toncey, 
Towns,  Tumey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  WiUiama, 
Worthington,  Yell— 127. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Aflen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  WiUiam  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Cbambera, 
Cheatham,  Ghilds,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  CoHii, 
Coshhig,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Debeny,  Deo- 
nis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Emng,  R.  Fletcher,  Fill- 
more, Fry,  Gray,  Goode,  James  Graham,  W.  Graham, 
Graves,  OrenneU,  Griffin,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Buptr, 
Hasthigs,  Henry,  Herod,  Hof&uan,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Jenifer,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Lewis,  Jjnwiln,  A.  W. 
Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  B.-  Mason,  Kaory,  HcKea- 
nan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Millinn,  M.  Morris,  G.  Moirii, 
Naylor,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce,  PeA,  Phill^M, 
Potts,  Reed,  Bencher,  Bidgway,  R(rf>ertaon,  Kanmey, 
Russell,  Sawyer,  Servant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Sbep- 
ard.  Shields,  Sibley,  Blade,  Snyder,  South^te,  Stanly, 
Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompaon,  Underwood, 
Albert  &  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  WB- 
liams,  S.  Willllams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williia^ 
Wise,  Toriie— 98. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


TuESDAT,  October  10. 
Th»  Sub-Tnamtry  BiU. 

The  Honse  went  into  Comnuttee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Sxhb, 
of  Mune,  in  the  chair.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pioksss,  the  Senate  biS, 
for  imposing  additional  duties  as  depomtarieat 
in  certain  cases,  on  pnblio  officers,  was  taken  np. 

Mr.  PioKKira  saia :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not 
disposed  to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  this 
committee,  by  discnsnng  minutely  those  ab- 
struse questions  connected  with  oorreDCT'  and 
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trade.  I  too  well  'understand  the  sagacity  of 
this  committee,  and  its  profound  common  sense, 
to  detain  them  long  npon  those  sabjects.  I 
know  well,  sir,  that  for  a  man  to  disconrse  here 
upon  carrencj,  trade,  and  commerce,  at  least  if 
he  expects  to  command  the  attention  of  this 
body,  he  must  have  a  high  character  for  ex- 
perience, and  be  blessed  also  with  a  good  old 
age.  Yes,  if  he  expecta  to  entertain  this  House 
open  those  abstmse  qnestions,  he  mnst  first  put 
on  the  "  powdered  wig  "  and  "  fair  top-boots," 
and  place  himself  on  the  "tripod,"  and  talk 
about  trade  and  commerce  beyond  the  waters, 
and  in  another  hemisphere,  thirty  or  forty  years 
a^.  Such  a  man  would  be  listened  to  as  a 
aage,  particularly  if  he  stepped  forth  as  the  ad- 
vocate of  some  peculiar  theory,  or  if  be  ascribed 
the  prevailing  embarrassments  to  some  foreign 
<»  remote  oanse,  or  declared  them  to  be  owing 
to  causes  beyond  our  control ;  to  something 
that  operated  deeply  npon  the  community, 
which  they  could  neither  foresee  nor  avert  I 
If  one  were  to  proclaim  the  doctrine  that  our 
suffering  and  rain  have  sprang  from  over-spec- 
ulation,' over-trading,  or  extravagance,  or  a 
combination  of  them  all ;  or  if  he  were  to  say 
that  many  a  man  had  been  brought  to  banlc- 
mptcy  and  poverty  by  dashing  forth  in  a  coach 
ana  four,  with  splendid  damaslc  curtains,  Brns- 
selK  carpets,  and  broad  mirrors,  upon  a  capital 
in-  reality  of  but  three  hundred  dollars,  with  a 
credit  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  he  would  ad- 
vanoe  each  sentiments  but  to  call  down  upon 
his  head  the  denunciatftns  of  the  wise  in  this 
enlightened  age  for  his  folly  and  his  madness  I 
Bat  while  I  am  not  disposed  minutely  to  touch 
these  intricate  points,  I  cannot  altogether  over- 
look them  without  a  passing  notice. 

The  immediate  causes,  sir,  of  oar  distress 
arise  from  that  peculiar  system  of  credit  and 
currency  which  has,  for  the  last  five  years, 
be«n  enlarged  so  extensively  both  in  England 
and  in  this  country.  In  Eogland,  daring  the 
year  1836  alone,  no  less  than  two  hundred 
joint-stock  banks  were  created ;  'the  influence 
of  which  was  deeply  felt,  first  in  that  country, 
and  then  in  this,  vast  facilities  were  extended 
to  our  capitalists,  while,  also,  they  received  an 
extension  of  the  credit  system  here,  connected 
with  a  peculiar  juncture  in  our  affairs  during 
the  same  period.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  about  to  wind  up,  or  was  supposed 
to  be  about  to  wind  up,  its  concerns.  For 
twenty  years  had  that  institution  held  a  con- 
trol over  the  currency  and  exchanges  of  the 
country,  and  hundreds,  I  might  ^most  say 
thooaanda,  of  other  institutions  were  created  in 
order  to  supply  the  demand  in  the  circulating 
medium  which,  it  was  supposed,  would  ensue 
npon  the  decease  of  that  baiik.  We  all  know 
too,  (JL  refer  to  these  things  aa  matters  of  his- 
tory,) that'  a  war  at  that  time  was  carried  on 
■gainst  that  institution  ^  and  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  creating  counter  mterests  in  society,  the 
deposits  of  this  Government  were  placed  in 
lo^  institutions;  and  that  these  latter,  after 


being  made  the  fiscal  agents  of  this  Government, 
with  an  immense  surplas,  were  expressly  en- 
couraged, nay  more,  enjoined,  to  enlarge  theii' 
circulation.  This,  connected  with-the  extended 
credit  system  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  long 
peace  which  had  engendered  confidence,  pro- 
ducing large  investments  of  foreign  capital  in 
our  stocks,  had  the  effect  of  expanding  our 
local  currency  and  credits,  and  produced  a  n- 
gantio  system  of  speculation  and  enterprise 
never  witnessed  in  any  age  or  country  before. 
I  do  not  allude  to  the  increased  amomit  of  mere 
issues  alone;  but  the  bills,  checks,  and  other 
substitutes  for  money  which  these  banks 
brought  into  circulation.  This  produced  a 
bloated  system  of  credit,  which,  with  the  ap- 
parent prosperity  of  the  times,  seemed  to  ex- 
pand and  place  ani)oanded  means  within  the 
grasp  of  almost  every  individual  member  of 
society.  He  seemed  to  breathe  a  new  atmos- 
phere, and  gaze  alone  upon  the  splendid  fortune 
that  glittered  before  his  excited  imagination. 

This  system  has  one  remarkably  peculiar 
feature.  It  grows  up,  is  fostered  and  nourished 
under  free  institutions.  But  there  is  another 
remarkable  principle  in  it,  that,  after  it  has 
spread  itself  into  all  the  ramifications  of  society, 
then,  sir,  those  who  depend  upon  it,  and  are 
deeply  identified  with  it,  (although  at  first 
springing  up  under  free  institutions,)  soon  be- 
come disposed  to  lean,  for  aid  and  support, 
upon  any  Government,  no  matter  how  despotic, 
rather  than  run  the  risk  of  a  shock  by  reform 
or  revolution. 

The  slightest  irregular  movement  of  the  Gov- 
ernment must  necessarily  produce  an  electric 
shock  in  this  delicate  and  vital  credit  system, 
which  would  be  felt,  and  extend  from  the  cen- 
tre to  the  circumference  of  all  society.  It  can 
only  live  under  a  free  Government,  as  far  re- 
moved from  it  as  possible ;  and,  if  it  be  once 
brought  into  contact  with  a  lawless  Govern- 
ment it  mnst  either  fall  all  together,  or  .lean 
upon  that  Government  for  protection  and  sup^ 
port,  and  become  intimately  identified  with  \i. 
Now  I  am  about  to  refer  to  something  which 
belongs  to  the  history  of  this  question,  and 
which  has  happened  within  the  last  four  or 
five  years.  To  my  mind,  it  is  an  example  not 
to  be  disregarded,  but  presents  a  lesson  of  pro- 
found wisdom,  which  no  one  can  reflect  upon 
without  profit.  The  war  made  upon  the  Bank 
of  the  'dnited  States,  and  the  seizure  of  the  pub- 
lic deposits — a  seizure  without  law^-cansed 
local  institutions  to  spring  up  like  mushrooms, 
under  the  fostering  care  of  an  all-powerful  hand 
here,  dispensing  distinction  and  patronage  and 
wealth,  until  all  society  became,  as  it  were,  de- 
pendent upon  his  will  and  movements.  Let  no 
man  be  induced  to  create  the  same  state  of 
things  again,  when  a  bold  and  daring  geniua 
may  be  tempted  to  run  the  same  career,  and 
bring  the  property  and  honest  industry  of  the 
oquntry  under  the  will  and  mercy  of  him  who 
may  give  life  and  soul  to  this  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 
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This  conflict  produced  a  tremendons  shock, 
and  even  the  banking  system  itself,  the  local 
institutions,  created  for  the  express  purpose  of 
sustaining  the  warfare  against  that  overshadow- 
ing central  institution,  have  been  paralyzed,  for 
a  time  at  least,  under  its  desolating  effects. 
And  here  I  wiU  say,  that  thongh  I  ever  be- 
lieved in  the  unconstitutionality  of  that  institu- 
tion, yet  those  who  made  war  upon  it  never 
could  have  succeeded  without  raising  up  pow- 
erful local  antagonist  interests.  The  effect  of 
that  war  was  felt  from  one  end  of  the  country 
to  the  other,  and  the  consequence  was,  that 
BBgacious  capitalists  in  stocks,  ready  for  any 
result,  began  to  look  elsewhere  for  safe  invest- 
ments ;  and  hence  it  was  that  we  find  such 
extensive  investments  in  real  estate,  to  the 
amount  of  forty  millions  of  dollars,  in  two  years 
alone,  in  the  public  lands,  besides  upwards  of 
one  hundred  millions  in  other  real  estate  spec- 
ulations, such  as  town  and  village  property,  &c. 
This  conflict  against  credit,  deeply  affecting 
currency,  was  anticipated  by  capitalists,  who 
preferred  risking  the  loss  of  something  m  the 
nigh  prices  of  real  estate,  to  a  probable  loss  of 
all.  It  was  at  least  investing  m  something  be- 
yond total  destruction  from  an  arbitrary  Gov- 
ernment. 

Sir,  when  this  change  began,  and  the  capital- 
ists began  to  contract  their  credit,  the  banking 
institutions  of  the  country  also  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  them  to  contract  too.  And  what  was  the 
result?  Why,  the  result  was  exactly  what  we 
now  experience. 

Approaching  this  juncture,  viz.  in  1886,  the 
deposit  act  was  passed,  to  be  carried  into  effect 
in  1837.  I  was  a  supporter  of  that  law,  sir, 
but  I  understood  it  at  that  time,  as  I  now  un- 
derstand it  to  bo,  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  for  gen- 
eral account  and  settlement  with  those  institu- 
tions which  had,  up  to  that  time,  leaned  upon, 
and  been  sustained  by,  the  credit  and  fiscal 
action  of  this  Government.  They  were  there- 
fore compelled  by  that  distribntion  or  deposit 
act,  and  particularly  in  the  peculiar  manner  in 
vhich  it  was  executed,  to  come  to  a  general 
account.  Their  paper  was  necessarily  com- 
pelled to  be  "convertible"  paper,  or  they 
themselves  compelled  to  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments. This  circumstance,  connected  with  our 
immense  foreign  debt,  and  the  demand  thereby 
produced  for  specie,  or  its  representative, 
fkbroad,  brought  about  this  result;  that  is, 
brought  us  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
country,  under  a  general  snspension-of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks. 

But,  Mr.  Ohairman,  I  will  say  here  that  the 
great  and  radical  difficulty,  and,  in  fact,  the 
primary  cause,  that  produced  the  present  state 
of  things,  arises  from  the  peculiar  currency, 
which,  in  modem  times,  has  so  much  extended 
itself  in  Great  Britain  and  in  this  country,  and 
its  peculiar  capacity  for  expansion  and  contrac- 
tion, in  the  hands  and  under  the  control  of 
banks  and  bankers ;  and  particularly  from  the 
tucX,  that  there,  aa  here,  the  system  has  de- 


pended upon  and  been  so  deeply  identified  witli 
Government,  and  its  financial  action,  for  sup- 
port and  extensive  credit.  This  is  the  real  and 
radical  cause  which  has  produced  this  greit 
shock  in  our  modern  banldng  and  credit  tjh 
tem. 

Sir,  under  this  guspenson  of  specie  paymenta 
the  Government  is  found  in  a  pecaliar  situa- 
tion. Under  the  law  of  1816  it  can  receire,  in 
payment  of  its  dues,  nothing  but  gold  and  sil- 
ver, or  convertible  PAper,  or  notes  of  tbe  then 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  the  latter  clnue 
became,  however,  practically  repealed  vhea 
these  institutions  suspended  specie  paymati, 
thereby  making  their  paper  inconvertible. 
Then  there  was,  in  fact,  under  the  proriacnt 
of  the  law,  an  immediate  separation  of  tbe  6ot- 
emment  from  the  banking  institutions  of  tiie 
country.  Under  the  law,  the  GoTemmeal 
could  not  take  inconvertible  paper,  and  con- 
vertible paper  did  not  exist  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other,  with  the  honorable  ex- 
ception, perhaps,  of  one  or  two  banks  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  a  single  small  institotiaii 
in  the  State  of  Ohio.  And  now,  sir,  tbe  greit 
question  presented  to  this  committee  is,  not 
whether  you  will  separate  the  banks  from  tbe 
Government,  because  that  is  already  done,  bot 
the  great  question  is,  wliether  and  bow  *• 
shall  reunite  the  Government  and  the  banks, 
Under  this  view  of  the  case,  we  have  three 
alternatives  presented  to  us : 

The  first  is,  to  reunite  ourselves,  or  rather 
the  Government,  with*he  State  institntiona,  ia 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  connected 
for  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

The  second  is,  the  proposition  creating  a 
Bank  of  tlie  United  States,  a  national  instita- 
tion  to  conduct  the  fiscal  operations  of  this 
Government,  and  regulate  the  exchanges  and 
currency  of  the  country. 

The  third  is,  the  proposition  on  yonr  table, 
sir,  to  separate  the  GoTemment  and  its  agen* 
from  all  banks  whatever. 

Kow,  sir,  as  to  the  first  proposition :  ii  *• 
do  not  separate  the  Government  from  the  bana 
in  this  peculiar  Juncture  of  our  affiun,  we  new 
can  separate  them.  The  system  will  be  fae* 
upon  us  forever,  and  we  compelled  to  nm  the 
same  round  we  have  done  for  the  last  three  ot 
four  years  in  periodical  terras,  and  then  be  B 
the  same,  or  worse  condition — distracted  ana 
embarrassed  from  one  end  of  the  conntry  to 
the  other.  _. 

Now,  Mr.  Ohrirman,  I  have  heard  a  g«« 
deal  as  to  the  comparison  between  tbe  Stw 
bank  system,  as  it  is  called,  and  the  P®*™* 
policy  of  separating  the  Government  *™'5 
agents  from  all  banks  whatever.  I  have  bew 
too  much  declamation  and  no  little  denmwj" 
tion  of  that  system,  that  it  is  the  "><**""; 
rageous  proposition  ever  presented  to  the  Am*- 
lean  people;  that  it  is,  in  fact,  a Treasmy  wfflfc 
Yes,  sir,  I  have  heard  much  declamation  npoi 
that  subject,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  (b^ 
suited  to  newspaper  politioa  than  grare  legs* 
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tion,)  bnt  I  confess  to  yon  that  that  declama- 
tion  only  remiods  me  ver;'  strongly  of  the  de- 
eoription  of  a  certain  grandiloquent  class  of 
poets  which  a  profound  and  polished  ancient 
critic  describes  as  swelling — 

'  Inc«ptU  gntTtbat  plenungne  «t  magna  profesata, 
Parpnrea*,  lat«  qat  aplasOMt,  anas  et  iut«r 
AMoitor  piuunu,^* 

It  is  not  pretended  that  this  system  is  perfect, 
because  you  cannot  present  any  system  to  the 
people  that  is  so.  All  anestions  upon  which  a 
practical  legislator  is  called  to  act,  involve  more 
or  less  a  comparison  of  evils,  and  we  must  not 
adopt  any  measure  as  perfect,  bat  as  embracing 
the  lesser  evil.  We  roust  go  on  to  perfect  de- 
t^8  after  the  establishment  of  great  and  vital 
principles.  It  is  neither  pretended,  sir,  that 
this  bill  involves  no  patronage:  it  certainly 
does  to  a  degree.  Bnt  the  question  is,  whether 
this  system,  or  that  of  employing  the  local 
banks  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government,  con- 
tains or  involves  the  most  pataenage?  Now, 
tipon  that  point,  permit  me  here  to  say  that  I 
feel  myself  committed,  from  a  deep  and  an  anz- 
ions  reflection  npon  the  question  heretofore. 
The  question  is  l>etween  the  power  and  iufln- 
ence  of  an  individual,  and  the  power  and  influ- 
ence of  an  incorporated  bank.  To  tell  me  that 
a  bank  which  chooses  to  go  into  the  politics  of 
tb«  country,  with  its  power  to  extend  discounts 
and  accommodations  to  its  friends,  and  refuse 
them  to  its  enemies,  has  no  more  influence  than 
an  individual,  is  to  tell  me  what  is  contradicted 
by  the  daily  experience  of  every  man ;  even  if 
that  individual  have  millions  of  the  public 
money  in  his  possession  for  safe-keeping.  Sir, 
tlie  one  system /winds  and  spreads  itself  into  all 
the  secret  and  business  recesses  of  society. 
Hundreds  and  thousands  of  honorable  and  high- 
minded  men  have  been  brought  to  degradation 
and  sycophancy  by  this  tremendous  and  almost 
invisible  power.  I  have  seen  them  around  their 
domestic  firesides,  with  every  thing  apparently 
to  bless  and  gladden  the  heart  of  man,  full  of 
sadness  and  gloom ;  while  even  those  who  were 
the  confiding  and  devoted  partners  of  their  joys 
and  their  sorrows,  were  in  donbt  and  ignorance 
as  to  the  causes  of  melancholy  and  dejection. 

Sir,  this  system  is  as  hidden  as  the  air  we 
breathe,  and  penetrates  unseen,  bat,  alas!  not 
nnfdt,  into  the  most  retired  scenes  of  society. 
"So  man  can  tell  upon  what  power  he  is  de- 
pending when  he  looks  for  support,  aid,  and 
assistance  from  this  system.  No  man  can  tell 
what  the  ritnatioa  of  his  neighbor  may  be — 
what  bis  obligations — his  alliances  and  con- 
tracts, that  swerve  him  from  the  path  of  inde- 
pendence and  rectitude.  Then  how  can  yon 
say  tiukt  such  a  system  as  this,  allied  to,  and 
dependent  upon  Qovemment,  has  less  patron- 
age than  that  which  makes  an  individual  re- 
^Mnsible  for  whatever  public  funds  he  may 
have  in  his  custody,  without  the  power  of  loan- 
ing, without  the  power  of  discounting,  without 
the  power  of  aooonmiodating  a  friend,  or  refus- 
ing an  enemy,  unless  he  chooses  openly  to  inour 


the  odinm  and  penalty  of  crime  and  misde- 
meanor ?  It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  question 
admits  of  no  argument  so  far  as  the  question 
of  patronage  is  concerned. 

But  I  have  said,  sir,  that  I  felt  myself  some- 
what committed  on  this  subject.  In  1835,  a 
friend  of  mine  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Gordon,) 
now  not  a  member  of  this  House,  (and  I  will 
here  take  occasion  to  say  of  him,  that  he  is  a 
gentleman  who  would  have  done  honor  to  Vir- 
ginia in  her  proudest  days  of  glory  and  fame,) 
presented  the  very  identical  proposition  to  thk 
House  which  is  embraced  in  the  bill  on  your 
table.  For  that  proposition,  sir,  I  then  voted. 
I  acted  from  reflection,  and  from  a  consden- 
tioas  conviction  of  the  effects  of  that  measure 
to  bring  about  honesty  in  the  Government,  and 
secure  the  inde]>endenoe  of  the  people.  True,  I 
was  then  bat  a  very  young  man,  and  had  but 
for  a  few  weeks  taken  my  seat  in  this  House ; 
yet,  sir,  I  had  made  up  my  opinion  from  ob- 
servation and  reflection.  AsA  although  yonng, 
yet,  to  use  the  language  applied  to  another,  I 
was  old  enough — 

"Acta  parentam  Jam  Icgero,  «t  qo»  alt  potarlt  eognosoera 
Tirtua." 

Sir,  I  had  formed  my  judgment  then,  and 
have  not  yielded  it  since.  On  the  contrary,  the 
experience  between  then  and  now  has  only 
tended  to  confirm  my  conviction. 

I  desire  the  Clerk  to  read  the  proposition  and 
the  vote  npon  it. 

"  The  question  recurred  on  tho  motion  modo  by 
Mr.  Gordon,  to  amend  the  said  bill,  to  strike  out  aU 
thereof  after  the  enacting  words,  and  insert : 

"That,  from  and  after  the  day  of ,  in 

the  year ,  the  collectors  of  the  public  revenue, 

at  places  where  the  sums  collected  wall  not  exceed 

the  sum  of dolUn  per  annum,  shall  be  the 

agents  of  the  Treasurer  to  keep  and  disburse  the 
same,  and  be  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations, 
and  give  such  bond  and  security  as  he  shall  prescribe 
for  the  faithful  execution  of  Uieir  office ;  and  shall 
receive,  in  addition  to  the  compensation  now  allowed 

by  law, per  centum  on  the  sums  disbursed ;  so 

that  it  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of dollars  per 

annum. 

"Sec.  2.  And  U  it  furthar  tnaeUd,  That,  at  aU 
places  where  the  amount  of  public  revenue  collected 

shall  exceed  the  sum  of dollars  per  annum,  there 

shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  receivers  of  the 
public  revenue,  to  be  agents  of  the  Treasurer,  who 
shall  give  such  bond  and  security  to  keep  and  dis- 
burse the  public  revenue,  and  be  subject  to  such 
roles  and  regulations  as  the  Tieasnrer  shall  prescrilxj, 

and  shall  receive  for  their  services per  centum 

per  anoom  on  the  sum  disbursed :  provided  it  does 
not  exceed  the  sum  of dollars  per  annum. 

"  Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  fhna 

and  aftflr  the day  of ,  the  whole  revenue 

of  the  United  States,  derived  from  customs  of  lands 
or  other  sources,  shall  be  paid  in  the  current  coins 
of  the  United  States." 

This  received  88  votes. 

Mr.  Ohoirman,  it  was  not  my  desire,  nor  hare 
I  oaosed  the  vote  upon  that  proposition  to  b* 
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read,  t«  show  the  consistency  or  inconsistency 
of  any  honorable  member  of  this  body.  My 
sole  and  entire  object  was  to  prove  that  the 
present  bill  was  no  new  proposition,  and  that, 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it  is  the  very  identical 
proposition  npon  which  I  then  voted  coolly  and 
deliberately.  I  have  no  desire,  sir,  to  show 
that  there  has  been  any  contradiction  on  the 
part  of  any  gentleman  on  this  floor,  or  that 
there  has  been  any  change  in  their  opinions. 
It  is  with  neither  of  those  views  that  I  nad  the 
proposition  read.  I  will  now  quote  a  paragraph 
from  the  speech  of  the  mover  of  the  proposi- 
tion, made  at  the  time,  as  illnstrating  the  views 
nnder  which  we  acted,  and  which  too  truly  por- 
trays what  has  really  happened  since,  and  wnat, 
I  fear,  we  will  again  see,  if  the  system  be  con- 
tinued.   Mr.  Gordon  said  : 

"  There  is  another  consideration  which  has  induced 
me  to  offer  this  amendment  We  may  all  very 
plainly  see  that  the  contest  for  the  Executive  office  U 
the  rock  on  which  the  permanency  of  this  republic  is 
lilcely  to  be  wrecked.  And  the  vehemence  of  this 
contest  will  ever  be  in  proportion  to  the  Executive 
patronage.  But  for  this,  the  office  would  have  no 
alluiementa  but  for  ^rtuous  ambition ;  but  with  this 
concomitant,  it  exerts  an  influence  which  may  one 
day  prove  fatal  to  the  federal  part  of  our  system.  If 
we  do  not  separate  the  influence  of  the  Executive 
from  Ae  interest  of  banlcing  corporations,  we  shall 
have  another  controversy  on  the  subject  of  banlu. 
The  pditioal  will  be  united  with  the  money  power ; 
the  c(Hitest  must  come ;  it  will  come.  You  will  wit- 
ness a  straggle  in  tliis  Capitol  between  State  banlts 
and  federalbanks ;  and  the  comtntanta  for  the  Pres- 
ident's chair  will  be  found  contending  in  different 
ranks  of  interest  and  influence,  whilst  they  mar  the 
peace  of  the  country,  and  shake  the  pillars  of  the 
constitution.  Separate  them,  I  beseech  you,  repre- 
sentatives of  the  American  people,  if  you  wish  to  put 
down  this  fearful  contest  for  the  Presidential  chair — 
I  had  almost  said  Freddential  throne— separate,  I 
beseech  you,  banking  and  politics.  Let  the  banks 
focilitate  the  exchanges  of  commerce,  and  iWther  the 
interest  of  trade ;  but  let  them,  I  pray  yon,  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Government." 

The  predictions  of  my  fiiend  have  been  fol- 
fllled  to  the  letter.  What  have  we  seen  ?  You 
brought  into  existence  a  system  of  State  banks, 
connected  from  one  end  of  this  Confederacy  to 
another,  receiving,  disbnrsing,  and  acting  upon 
those  deposits,  organized  and  controlled  by,  and 
responsible  to  one  man,  and  then  brought  into 
overwhelming  conflict,  as  I  believe,  with  the 
fl^edom  of  elections.  Sir,  I  speak  plainly.  I 
believed  then,  and  I  now  believe,  that  this  was 
the  true  source  of  power  for  the  last  three  years. 
Gentiemen  may  speak  as  they  please ;  they  may 
deny,  and  say  they  have  never  seen  or  felt  it ; 
bat  who  is  it  that  knows  any  thing  of  the  oper- 
ations of  banks — who  is  it,  at  all  acquainted 
with  their  peonliar  influence,  who  is  not  irre- 
sistibly impressed  with  their  tremendous  pow- 
er? Sir,  I  believe  they  did  more  than  any 
thing  else  to  elect  the  present  President  of  the 
United  States ;  and  am  I  now  to  be  called  npon, 
and  nrged  to  re-organize  suoh  a  system,  and 


abandon  the  position  I  then  assmned!  The 
experience  of  the  last  three  years  strengthens 
my  position.  It  may  be  deniM,  bat  I  conscien- 
tiously believe  tliat  these  institotions  have  t>oa- 
trolled,  more  or  less,  not  only  the  destiniea  of 
this  Governmeat,  bat  the  destinies  of  the  people 
of  this  country  daring  that  period.  Yes,  we  all 
know  that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  enou^ 
was  developed  upon  this  floor  to  demonstrate 
that  there  was  an  organized  system,  acting 
through  one  man,  giving  energy  to  the  wbol^ 
and  for  one  and  the  same  purpose.  Yea,  siz^ 
we  have  seen  this  cordon  of  leagoed  bank% 
with  their  various  interests,  raising  their  ban- 
ner from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  otba, 
upon  which  was  inscribed  the  infamons  motto, 
"  To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils ;  "  and  calling 
upon  their  mercei^u'y  bands  to  gather  in  to  the 
plunder  of  sacked  cities  and  snbjogated  prov- 


Wednssdat,  October  11. 

Florida  War. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Wise  on  the  19th  of  September : 

"  Retolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
by  ballot  to  inquire  into  the  conrse  of  the  Florida 
war,  and  into  the  causes  of  the  delays  and  &iliira^ 
and  the  expenditures  which  have  attended  the  protc- 
cution  of  that  war,  and  into  the  manner  of  its  con- 
duct, and  the  (acts  of  its  history  generally ;  that  the 
said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  and  that  it  have  power  to  sit  in  the  recess, 
and  that  it  make  report  to  the  next  seedon  of  Con- 
gress." 

'  Mr.  GLA.B0O0K  had  moved  to  amoid  the  reso- 
lution, by  striking  all  out  after  the  word  "  re- 
solved," and  insert  the  following  : 

"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inqoii* 
into  the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  the  causes  of 
the  extraordinary  delays  and  failure,  and  the  expen- 
ditures which  have  attended  the  prosecution  of  tlie 
same,  and  all  the  facts  connected  with  its  histor; 
generally ;  and  that  said  committee  have  power  te 
send  for  persons  and  papers." 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  tht 
motion  of  Mr.  Howard  to  strike  oat  the  voids 
"  that  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed,"  and 
insert  "  that  the  Committee  on  MiHtaiy  AiEurs 
be  instructed." 

Mr.  MoKat  opiiosed  the  r^ing  of  thia  Selett 
Committee,  because  the  same  sulgeot  was  bow 
under  investigation  in  various  ways.  It  bad 
been  referred  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  caused  an  inquiry  to  be  insti- 
tuted, and  had  made  a  report  in  part,  and  be 
understood  would  probably  report  m  fall  at  tha 
next  session  of  Congress.  Besides  this,  the 
ohurroan  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflain 
(Mr.  Bbix)  had  moved  to  have  this  sabjert  re- 
ferred to  that  committee,  and  after  a  lengthy, 
and  no  doubt  ardooos  investigation,  the  papers 
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bad  been  reported  back  to  tbe  Honse  withont 
oomiDg  to  any  oonclosion  thereon.  He  pre- 
somed,  however,  that,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  regular  session,  the  chairman  of  that 
committee  would  move  to  have  the  subject 
again  referred  to  that  committee,  and  proceed 
with  the  investigation.  He  conld  not,  there- 
fore, see  the  necessity  of  rabing  this  Select  Com- 
mittee, because  it  was  before  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  who  had  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  investigate  tbe  matter,  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  had  ad- 
mitted that  they  had  performed  their  dnty 
fidthftiUy,  so  far  as  they  went,  and  laid  before 
the  Honse  information  which,  to  use  his  own 
expression,  had  made  the  blood  tingle  in  his 
▼ems.  They  will  doubtless  lay  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings before  the  House  at  the  next  Session 
of  Congress.  In  relation  to  the  causes  of  de- 
lays and  failures  of  the  campaigns,  it  will  bo 
recollected  that  an  inquiry  was  instituted  by 
the  President  at  Frederick,  at  which  all  the 
ofiScers  engaged  in  the  first  campaign  (Scott, 
Gaines,  and  Clinch)  were  fydly  examined,  and 
the  court  came  to  this  oondosion  that  the  fail- 
nres  and  delays  of  the  camptugns  were  in  con- 
sequence of  the  insalnbrity  of  the  climate,  the 
impregnability  of  the  swamps,  and  the  absence 
of  all  knowledge  of  the  topography  of  the  coun- 
try by  the  commanding  generus,  and  the  diffi- 
culty in  transporting  supplies  for  the  army  from 
one  point  to  another.  Here,  then,  at  this  tri- 
bnna],  all  the  causes  of  the  failures  of  the  cam- 
paigns conducted  by  Generals  Gaines  and  Scott 
were  examined  into ;  and  it  certainly  could  not 
be  designed  by  the  House  to  institute  an  inquiry 
in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the  present  com- 
mander in  Florida,  (General  Jesup,)  at  a  time 
when  be  was  just  preparing  and  organizing  his 
forces  for  another  campaign.  It  would  cer- 
tunly  be  improper  for  the  House  to  interfere 
with  this  campaign  before  there  was  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  any  thing  with  it.  It  would  be 
interfering  with  the  legitimate  duties  of  the 
Execative  to  send  an  investigating  committee, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  into 
Florida ;  imd,  by  so  doing,  the  whole  of  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  approaching 
campaign  might  be  set  aside.  Mr.  McE.  next 
referr^  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,)  who  had  stated  that  the 
probable  causes  of  figures  of  the  campaigns  in 
llorida  had  arisen  from  the  deficiency  in  the 
number  of  officers  connected  with  the  army  in 
Florida.  He  admitted  that  there  might  be 
some  justice  in  this  remark,  but  said  the  sub- 
ject had  already  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
President  of  tiie  United  States,  and  referred  to 
an  order  issued  as  early  as  October  last,  direct- 
ing all  officers  of  the  army  on  detached  service 
to  join  their  regiments  and  companies,  in  which 
order  the  President  had  said  that  this  state  of 
things  must  no  longer  exist.  If  any  notice  was 
to  be  taken  of  this  matter,  however,  by  this 
House,  it  was  the  legitimate  business  of  the 


Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  take  charge 
of  it,  and  he  hoped  tliey  would  take  the  matter 
nnder  consideration.  In  relation  to  the  subject 
of  expenditures,  he  admitted  that  they  had  l>een 
very  large,  amounting,  he  1>elieved,  to  about 
seven  millions :  but  he  could  see  no  necessity 
of  appointing  a  select  committee  to  take  chai^ 
of  this  snbjeot,  when  we  have  committees  ap- 
pointed under  the  rules  whose  special  business 
it  was  to  take  charge  of  these  subjects.  He 
alluded  to  the  Committees  on  the  Expenditures 
of  the  Executive  Departments,  all  of  which 
committees  he  believed  were  composed  of  ma- 
jorities opposed  to  the  administration.  The 
Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  'War 
Department  should  take  this  subject  into  con- 
sideration, and  report  upon  it.  Mr.  MoK.  con- 
cluded by  moving  to  postpone  the  ftarther  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  until  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

Mr.  WiLLiA.Ms,  of  N'orth  Carolina,  opposed 
the  motion.  If  there  was  to  be  any  investiga- 
tion at  all,  it  was  as  necessary  and  as  practica- 
ble now  as.it  conld  be  ever.  He  hoped  the 
committee  would  be  at  once  appointed,  and 
pursue  the  inauiries  during  the  recess,  so  as  to 
report,  in  whole,  or  in  part,  at  the  next  session. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  reference  of  investiga- 
tions of  alleged  extraordinary  abuses  to  stand- 
ing committees,  and  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  HowABD,  of  Maryland,  who  had  made  the 
pending  motion  to  refer  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration to  the  Committee  on  Military  AfiEJurs. 

Mr.  Adams.  The  question  is  an  entire  new 
question.  It  is  not  now  a  question  as  to  what 
committee  it  shall  be  referred  to,  but  whether 
it  shall  now  have  the  go-by  altogether.  The 
whole  of  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  went 
to  the  point  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  this  Honse 
to  trouble  itself  at  all  about  the  matter,  and 
would  be  just  as  strong  an  argument  against 
the  investigation  in  December  as  now.  Mr.  A. 
alluded  a^ain  to  the  investigation  made  nnder 
the  direction  of  Congress  by  the  late  Executive, 
and  said  that  the  horrible  disclosures  of  that 
report  convinced  him  still  more  strongly  than 
ever  of  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  inquiry. 
He  replied  to  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  MoKat, 
with  regard  to  the  propositions  of  various  com- 
mittees, as  the  proper  referees  of  the  subject 
before  the  House.  Among  the  rest,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Expenditures  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment had  been  recommended  by  that  gentleman. 
Mr.  A.  reminded  the  House  that  the  commit- 
tees on  expenditures  were  sinecures,  without 
pay,  and  without  dnty  also.  A  chairman  of 
one  of  them  (Mr.  Hawxs)  had  told  the  House 
that  he  had  never  called  tbe  committee  to- 
gether, and  did  not  even  know  his  colleagues  I 
Mr.  A.  had  intended  to  offer  a  resolution  to  re- 
scind the  rule  requiring  that  those  committees 
should  be  appointed. 

Mr.  A.  replied,  ftirther,  to  the  argument  of 
Mr.  MoKat,  that  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  wlitary  Affairs  was  the  same  in  pre- 
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vions  adminbtrations  as  now.  That  was  no 
good  reason  why  it  should  still  continae  to  be 
BO,  Mr.  A.  contended. 

In  allnsion  to  there  being  on  this  committee 
eight  members  from  the  Sonth,  and  only  one 
from  tie  Northern  section  of  the  country,  Mr. 
A.  said  tliat  the  reason  must  be  that  the  people 
of  the  North  had  no  interest  in  the  subjects 
referrible  to  it.  Aa  to  the  interest  of  all  the 
New  England  States,  as  well  as  those  of  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  in 
the  benefit  that  wonld  resolt  to  them  from  the 
enormous  expenditures  of  public  money  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  Florida  campaigns,  Mr.  A. 
admitted  it  was  very  little  indeed.  But  tbey 
had  a  very  deep  interest  in  the  amount  of  those 
expenditures,  at  all  event-s.  Were  the  army 
disbanded  to-morrow,  it  wonld  be  money  in 
their  pockets ;  and  he  looked  upon  this  fact  as 
another  exemplification  of  that  profound  philo- 
sophical theory  of  his  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Thompson,)  who  had  said  that  the 
money  of  this  Government  flowed  naturally 
towards  the  North.  Since  he  had  made  these 
remarks,  that  gentleman  had  published  his 
speech,  and  he  bad  now  turned  tiie  globe  half 
round.  The  stream  now  flowed  to  the  East, 
and  not  the  North.  Well,  sir,  be  it  then  "  the 
East!" 

Sui-TVeatury  BiU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oambrklbno,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  tiie  Whole, 
Qii.  SioTH,  of  Maine,  being  in  the  chair.) 

Mr,  PicKBNS  sud  that  he  considered  himself 
bonnd,  by  the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  the  sub- 
Treasury  bill,  to  move  that  it  be  taken  up  at 
that  tune.  The  motion  prevailed — yeas  105, 
nays  86. 

Mr.  HoFFVAN  was  opposed  to  the  sub-Treas- 
ury bill,  because  it  violated  the  constitution  of 
the  country — if  not  its  plain  and  palpable  literal 
language,  its  spirit,  which  is  its  life-blood,  and 
which  alone  recommends  it  to  the  people  of  the 
nation.  That  spirit  is  the  principle  that  the 
people  shall  govern  themselves.  The  mode  of 
choosing  public  officers,  the  appointment  of 
those  officers,  duties,  &c,  are  but  the  trippings 
of  the  constitution.  But  this  principle,  which 
is  its  spirit,  enters  into  the  labors  of  the  artisan, 
and  the  researches  of  the  scholar.  It  should  be 
the  atmosphere  by  which  we  shotdd  be  sus- 
tained and  strengthened,  and  from  which  we 
should  receive  buoyancy  and  vigor  to  perform 
the  duties  of  good  citizens  and  patriots. 

The  connection  between  the  Oovemment  and 
the  people  of  this  Union,  Mr.  H.  looked  upon 
as  a  great  partnership.  There  should  be  a  com- 
mon credit  or  discredit,  a  common  honor  or 
dishonor,  a  common  interest  in  all  things  be- 
tween them.  The  distress,  if  there  be  any,  of 
the  Oovemment  should  be  reflected  upon  the 
people.  The  arm  of  power  should  not  be 
wielded  over  the  governed,  to  be  looked  op  to 
as  paramount  The  people  should  not,  while 
struggling  amidcA  discontent,  embarrassment, 


and  perplexity,  be  insulted  by  the  spect&ck  at 
their  Government  walking  free,  unfettered,  so- 
embarrassed,  and  in  prosperity. 

Mr.  H.  remarked  that  it  had  been  said  that 
this  was  no  new  proposition ;  that  England  and 
France  had  famished  examples  of  similar 
schemes ;  and  not  long  since  (tliough  perhaps 
not  parliamentary  to  allude  particularly  to  it 
on  that  floor)  the  great  Mormon  of  this  goldei 
bible,  (Mr.  Benton,  of  the  Senate,)  had  instanced 
Rome  also  as  furnishing  a  similar  example.  Is 
reply  to  these  allusions,  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the 
difference  between  the  institutions  of  England 
and  France  and  those  of  oar  own  counb^,  and 
asked,  why  not  model  our  whole  GoTenimeiit 
upon  those  examples  ?  Why  not  establish  the 
"  divine  right  of  kings  "  principle  thronghont; 
create  1l  standing  army,  authorize  a  system  of 
passports,  and  all  the  rest!  And  Rome, too; 
Rome  had  her  qunstors,  or  public  treasurers! 
Yes,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  she  had;  and  they  "pt» 
by  what  they  fed  on."  They  followed  the 
Roman  eagles  to  conquest,  and,  in  every  situ- 
tion,  were  ever  the  Unks  between  the  worn- 
down  people  and  the  overbearing  GovenuiMDl 

Mr.  II.  alluded  to  the  provisions  of  thebfll 
before  the  committee.  The  public  money  is  to 
be  given  by  the  Executive  to  the  different  dis- 
bursing officers.  Defalcation  wonld. ensue  de- 
falcation, as  the  consequence  of  this  proriaoo. 
Besides  the  direct  pilfering  and  irands  of  the 
officers  who  will  have  the  charge  of  the  pnbSc 
revenues,  there  wonld  be  the  Drawling  syco- 
phant, and  the  unscrupulous  partisan,  whose 
very  bread  would  depend  upon  his  subserviencx 
to  Executive  dictation.  He  did  not  allude  more 
to  one  administration  than  to  another.  This 
would  ever  be  the  case,  were  this  bill  to  be- 
come a  law.  In  case  of  an  election  dependiw 
in  any  State,  or  district,  or  town,  there  wonw 
be  a  call  on  the  partisan  officeholder's  exertbu 
On  one  side  would  be  his  honesty,  and  on  the 
other  his  office ;  and  he  wonld  console  himseH 
while  making  the  sacriflce  of  the  former  to  the 
latter,  that  Uie  bread  of  his  wife  and  children 
depended  upon  it.  And  who  will  call  the  d^ 
faulter  in  such  a  case  to  account!  The  ^^ 
tivef  This  would  never  be;  and,  »  '"J^ 
Congress?  That,  too,  was  powerless. _  Tm 
proceedings  of  the  last  Congress,  under  amiur 
circumstances  to  those  described,  afforded  » 
sufficient  proof  that  this  was  so. 

Here  Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  novel  and  mon- 
strous doctrine  which  had  been  broached  nMff 
the  late  administration,  that  every  officer  of  the 
Government  was  accountable  to  the  ExecuUre 
alone ;  and  he  only  to  the  impeaching  pow* 
of  Congress;  and  insisted  that  no  people  wm« 
ever  strong  enough  to  resist  the  union  of  the 
purse  and  sword  of  Government 

If  the  bill  passes,  he  contended  the  mw>g^ 
of  the  people  would  not  be  safe ;  it  would  he 
less  safe  than  in  banks,  where  the  stoctholders 
interests  require  the  selection  of  carefU  direc- 
tors and  oflSoers,  and  where  there  were  many 
hands,  and  not  a  single  hand,  to  gnsrd  thoae 
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interests.  And  to  this  point  Mr.  H.  read  from 
the  Congressional  Debates  of  1886,  an  opinion 
of  one  wko  lie  wislied  conld  take  a  part  in  tliat 
debate,  and  snstain  the  views  he  bad  onoe  ex- 
pressed, and  vhich  be  would  now  qnote — views 
which  he  wa.s  confident  the  high  regard  for  his 
opinions,  entertained  hj  the  members  of  that 
House,  would  lead  them  to  regard  with  great 
respect ;  he  alluded  to  Mr.  Speaker  Pole,  who, 
in  the  conrse  of  a  debate  in  1836,  had  said  that 
"  corporations  were  safer  than  any  individual 
could  be,  as  the  depository  of  public  moneys," 
becanse  corporations  were  bound  together  by 
the  strongest  ties  of  interest,  with  an  immense 
aggregate  of  wealth,  which  Airaished  a  safe 
secnrity,  &o. 

Mr.  HiTKTER,  of  Virginia,  said :  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  arise  under  the  plbinfHil  sense  that  I  am  asking 
almost  too  much  of  this  committee,  when  I 
throw  myself  upon  its  indulgence  whilst  I  ex- 
press my  views  in  relation  to  the  subject  be- 
fore as.  Bat  our  present  position  is  highly 
responsible ;  the  consequences  of  our  action  in 
the  existing  crisis  may  be  lasting  to  the  coun- 
try, and  I  wish  to  be  heard  in  vindication  of  the 
principles  which  will  govern  my  course.  We 
stand,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  a  great  commercial 
revolution ;  we  have  just  witnessed  an  explo- 
sion in  the  credit  system,  through  which  the 
stream  of  capital  circulates  and  dispenses  its 
mighty  agency  to  the  country.  Old  channels 
have  been  abandoned,  new  ones  are  being 
formed ;  and  now,  sir,  when  every  institution 
of  the  land  is  trembling  under  the  shock,  and 
our  most  important  interests  are  sympathizing 
with  the  distress  in  the  circulating  system  of 
the  body  politic,  the  eyes  of  the  people  are 
turned  in  anxions  solicitude  upon  our  course. 

They  have  suffered  with  exemplary  patience 
nuder  calamities  which  would  have  goaded 
almost  any  other  people  to  tumult  and  blood- 
shed ;  and  they  have  even  forebome  to  speak 
forth  their  grievances,  as  if  fearf\il  that  the 
clamor  might  disturb  the  presence  of  mind  of 
those  whose  peculiar  task  it  was  to  work  the 
ship  of  state  off  the  lee  shore  upon  which  it  was 
driving — "  Ifec  tumultut,  nee  quiet;  "  but  there 
is  that  state  of  deep  and  silent  suspense  which 
more  forcibly  than  by  words  seems  to  say  that, 
npon  this  occasion,  "  our  country  expects  every 
man  to  do  his  duty."  I  feel,  sir,  a  most  ptun- 
fiil  sense  of  the  responsibility  of  my  position. 
On  the  one  hand,  I  know  that  he  cannot  be 
Justified  on  the  plea  of  ignorance,  who  lightly 
tampers  with  the  important  interests  now  con- 
cerned in  our  action ;  and,  on  the  other,  if  per- 
sonal or  party  considerations  were  to  deter  me 
from  doing  whatever  may  be  done  for  the  relief 
of  the  country,  I  feel  that  my  name  would  de- 
serve to  be  pursued  through  all  posterity  with 
execrations.  I  might,  perhaps,  escape  respon- 
sibility by  declaring  that,  as  I  had  nothing  to 
do  in  prodacing  the  present  distress,  so  I  was 
bonnd  to  do  nothing  towards  restoring  things 
to  a  sounder  condition.  Sir,  I  scorn  the  excuse. 
I  think  I  see  something  which  may  be  done  for 


the  good  of  the  oonntry,  and  I  am  willing  to 
share  the  responsibility  with  those  who  wiU 
attempt  it.  In  taking  my  course,  I  form  no 
new  connections,  I  make  no  alliances ;  I  act  as 
I  was  sent  here  to  act.  I  legislate  not  for 
party,  but  for  the  good  of  onr  common  oonn- 
try. I  tread  all  personal  and  party  considera- 
tions into  the  dust,  when  they  present  them- 
selves in  competition  with  the  most  importcmt 
interests  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Chariman,  if  I  can  tree  this  Gcovemment 
from  a  corrupting  connection,  if  I  can  aid  in 
so  moulding  its  action  as  to  remove  the  causes 
by  which  it  has  disturbed  the  natural  level  of 
our  circulating  capital,  and  advance  one  more 
step  towards  that  perfect  freedom  whicif  Amer- 
ican trade  ought  to  enjoy,  I  shall  be  content,  be 
my  own  fate  what  it  may ;  but  if  I  should  un- 
fortunately work  harm  where  I  mean  good,  I 
shall  only  regret  that  others  will  suffer  under 
the  consequences  of  my  mistake.  But,  sir,  I 
turn  from  these  considerations  to  the  great 
question  before  us.  How  can  we  exercise  Ute 
powers  given  us  by  the  constitution,  and  re- 
mould the  fiscal  action  of  the  Government,  so 
as  to  relieve  the  country  of  its  sufferings,  and 
prevent  their  recurrence  again?  It  has  been 
well  said  that  debt  is  the  evil  under  which  we 
are  suffering.  The  real  balance  of  trade  has 
been  against  us ;  the  foreign  creditor  demanded 
the  adjustment  of  this  b^ance  in  specie ;  and 
the  currency  system  of  the  country,  having 
been  inflated  beyond  its  just  dimensions,  was 
unable  to  meet  the  demand  for  a  conversion  so 
sudden.  What,  then,  can  be  done,  sir,  to  re- 
lieve the  people  fh>m  this  pressure !  There  are 
but  two  modes  of  relief  from  debt;  the  one 
consists  in  its  payment,  and  the  other  palliates 
the  evil  by  obtaining  time,  so  as  to  divide  be- 
tween several  years  the  burden  which  is  too 
heavy  for  onek  It  is  obvious  that,  as  a  Govern- 
ment, we  have  neither  the  right  nor  the  means 
of  paying  the  debt.  Governments  may  spend 
money,  but  they  never  make  it ;  and  their  at- 
tempts at  political  alchemy  have  always  result- 
ed, like  the  vain  search  after  the  philosopher's 
stone,  in  more  expense  than  profit. 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  MoCnl- 
loch,  one  of  the  ablest  political  economists  of 
the  present  day,  that  our  system  of  banking  is 
the  worst  in  the  world.  I  will  not  stop  now 
to  institute  that  comparison,  or  to  examine  his 
conclusion;  but  I  shall  demonstrate  that  its 
natural  tendencies  are  to  produce  a  state  of 
things  like  the  present,  if  I  succeed  in  showing, 
first,  that  it  causes  a  false  distribution  of  cap- 
ital, and,  secondly,  that  it  creates  a  diseased 
action  in  the  credit  and  currency  systems  by 
forming  an  improper  connection  between  them. 

According  to  onr  banking  policy  these  insti- 
tutioDS  have  the  exclusive  right  of  making  a 
paper  currency;  and  their  pu>er  is  only  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  public  anes.  To  these 
exclusive  privileges  they  unite  the  power  of 
drawing  interest  from  an  amount  greatly  ex- 
ceeding their  capitals.     Take,  in  oonneotion 
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with  this,  the  nsnrj  laws,  which  exist,  I  t>e- 
Bere,  in  all  (^  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  yon 
have  the  resolt  that  ct^>it8l,  loaned  through 
bank  agency,  will  draw  an  interest  greatly  ez- 
oeeding  that  which  any  other  capitalist  can  de- 
rive from  money  lent  The  loanable  capital  of 
the  country  will  of  coarse  seek  that  inrestment, 
and  fill  those  channels  of  ciroolation  before  it 
reaches  any  other ;  the  consequences  of  the  ar- 
tificial direction  thns  given  to  capital,  is  its  false 
distribation  between  the  different  sections  of 
t{iat  country,  and  the  difiierent  classes  of  society 
in  that  conntry,  in  which  banks  have  those  ex- 
doaive  privileges.  The  loanable  capital  will 
seek  the  places  in  which  these  institutions  exist, 
until  if  has  exhausted  the  demand  for  it  there, 
before  it  reaches  those  portions  of  the  same 
country  in  which  banks  do  not  exist.  It  will 
do  so,  because,  through  bank  agency,  it  can  de- 
rive more  than  the  legal  interest  within  the 
q>here  of  its  operations,  whilst  beyond  that 
sphere  its  profits  are  confined  to  that  interest. 
The  system  establishes,  in  effect,  a  bounty  upon 
eapital  lent  to  the  mercantile,  and  those  classes 
whose  labor  brings  a  q>eedy  return,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  agriculturists,  whose  returns  are 
slow.  Loans  for  thi.'ty  or  sixty  days  are  ot>- 
vionsly  more  profitable  than  those  for  longer 
periods.  It  is  the  difference  between  simple 
and  compound  interest  The  merchant,  there- 
fore, whose  outlay  is  speedily  returned  to  him, 
can  thus  afford  to  deal  in  iheee  short  credits, 
whilst  the  agriculturist,  whose  returns  are  gen- 
enerally  annual,  finds  himself  forced  to  pay 
compound,  for  what  the  merchant  returns  only 
rimple  interest.  The  effect  of  this  is  so  much 
Ml  although  its  causes  are  perhaps  not  gen- 
erally understood,  that  in  my  State  it  is  received 
almost  as  an  adage,  that  no  farmer  can  afford 
to  go  into  bank.  There  is  yet  another  mode, 
sir,  in  which  the  system  produoesia  false  distri- 
bution of  capital.  The  available  profits  of  these 
institutions,  within  the  limits  presented  to  them, 
are  so  great  that  they  may  become  credit  in- 
surance offices.  The  directors,  under  these  e:^- 
traordinary  advantages,  may  run  the  risk  of 
insuring  a  favorite's  credit  when  it  is  doubtful, 
when  he  may  have  no  real  resources,  and  thus 
the  fair  trader  will  be  ii^ured  by  the  reckless  and 
often  ruinous  competitioa  of  these  men,  who 
have  nothing  in  fact  to  lose.  This,  sir,  will 
always  happen  when  a  bank  has  suppli^  the 
demands  of  good  customers  without  reaching 
the  limits  of  circulation  prescribed  to  them. 
The  temptation  to  run  this  risk  is  so  strong 
that  they  too  often  yield  to  it 

I  come  now,  then,  to  the  false  and  artificial 
laws  of  expansion  and  contraction,  which  are 
introduced  into  our  currency  and  credit  (as  I 
maintun)  by  the  banking  system  as  it  exists 
here.  Instead  of  leaving  currency  and  credit 
to  the  regulation  of  the  great  laws  ordained  by 
nature  for  that  purpose,  instead  of  leaving  them 
to  that  self-regulating  power  which  would  adapt 
them  to  the  changing  condition  of  society,  and 
harmonize  them  wiu  each  other,  our  Qovem- 


ments  vainly  practise  their  political  slchoiji 
to  the  ii\jury,  and  sometimes  to  the  destroctioD 
of  both.  At  their  very  creation,  we  arm  these 
corporations  with  inc(Hnpatdble  functions.  Te 
unite  in  them  the  money-making  and  tbt 
money-lending  powers ;  and  what,  sir,  are  tie 
inevitable  consequences  ?  Why,  they  make  as 
much  money  as  possible,  that  they  may  have 
the  more  to  lend.  They  have  a  direct  interest  a 
issuing  as  much  as  possible,  and  they  alwa/a 
do  it  When  their  capitals  are  loaned  oat,  ther 
cannot  add  a  dollar  to  the  credit  of  the  comtij, 
without  making  a  like  addition  to  the  cnntnc;. 
The  Iwlter,  under  this  system,  is  swelled  to  a 
undue  proportion,  and  when  once  it  is  beyond 
its  level,  its  overflow  is  inevitable.  Debase  it 
in  the  least  dej^ree,  and  its  downward  tendeic; 
is  ever  increasmg.  The  moment  you  increase, 
in  this  way,  the  nominal  or  money  piice  d 
commodities,  the  catastrophe  is  unayoidaUe. 
The  merchant  who  deals  annually  in  $10,000 
of  bank  credit,  when  wheat  was  $1  per  bnshd, 
will  require  $20,000  of  the  like  credit  to  deal  in 
the  same  quantity  of  grain.  The  banks  vhich 
supplied  the  demand  for  credit,  when  wliest 
was  at  one  dollar,  are  unable  to  meet  diat  de- 
mand, when  it  is  at  double  its  former  price. 
The  cry  is,  therefore,  "  more  banks,"  and  more 
paper  money  is  the  consequence,  until  the  pro- 
portion between  the  currency  and  the  materia! 
wealtJi  of  that  country  is  greater  than  in  oilier 
parts  of  the  world.  If  the  real  balance  of  t«Je 
then  turns  for  a  moment  against  u^  a  greet 
commercial  catastrophe  occurs.  And  even  if 
this  should  not  be  the  case,  the  trade  in  our 
currency  becomes  more  profitable  than  ftat  in 
our  commodities.  This  currency  promises  to 
be  convertible  into  specie,  which  is  of  nnifom 
vidue  everywhere.  The  constitution  of  this 
country  requires  that  it  should  be  so  cMTeiti- 
hle,  and  when  tiie  paper  currency  is  pnniased 
with  commodities,  the  holder  seeks  a  redanp- 
tion  of  the  pledge  to  pay  in  specie. 

If  the  State  Governments  will  have  apaj^ 
currency,  this  is  undoubtedly  the  safest  mode 
in  which  they  can  put  it  forth.  But  a  p^ 
currency  put  forth  by  Government  on  any  oth« 
principle,  will  always  have  the  unfortonafe  ef- 
fect of  continually  changing  the  measnre  « 
value  by  which  contracts  are  to  be  adjnstei 
Different  Governments  adopt  different  mles  m 
issue.  The  poportion  of  paper  currency  to 
material  wealth  is  different  in  each.  A  niw 
contracts,  expecting  to  deliver  by  one  standard, 
and  owii^  to  its  change  is  forced  to  deliver  oT 
another.  He  receives,  perhaps,  in  ounces,  •a" 
is  forced  to  return  in  pounds.  This  iiynnoM 
change  in  the  relations  between  debtor  m 
creditor,  leads  to  disasters  and  snffenna  » 
often  witnessed  that  I  need  not  depict  thft 
Other  Governments  have  means  of  pmsm 
the  evils  of  this  sudden  change  in  the  measmo 
of  value,  not  within  our  reach.  ^.*'' *  1 
mand  is  made  for  a  sudden  adjustment  m  speo^ 
of  contracts  formed  under  the  expectoUon  «» 
they  are  to  be  redeemed  in  paper,  these  w 
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eminents  can,  and  always  do,  interefere  to  pre- 
vent this  change  in  the  relations  between  debtor 
and  creditor.  They  make  the  paper  a  legal 
tender  between  man  and  man.  Indeed,  uie 
English  Groremment  seems  to  be  well  aware 
of  the  necessity  of  making  pi^er  currency  a 
tender,  aStet  it  is  once  issn^ ;  it  sees  so  clearly 
that  contracts  will  always  be  made  under  the 
expectation  of  redeeming  them  in  this  paper, 
and  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  force  their 
a^ostment  in  specie,  that  it  has  made  the  paper 
of  the  Bank  of  England  a  legal  tender  by  a 
standing  law  of  the  land.  Here  we  can  resort 
to  no  such  expedient.  Nothing  but  gold  and 
sOver  can  be  made  a  legal  tender ;  a  point  of 
difference  which  no  American  statesman  shoald 
lose  goght  of  What  folly  is  it,  then,  to  intro- 
duce by  legislation  a  standard  of  measnre  in 
the  formation  of  contracts,  which  can  always 
be  altered  by  the  creditor  at  his  pleasure,  in 
despite  of  onr  laws  t  How  vast  and  complex 
is  tbe  fi-and  which  we  thus  practise  upon  onr 
citizens,  when  we  indirectly  iorce  them  to  con- 
tract by  one  standard,  whilst  the  constitotion 
requires  them  to  pay  by  another  1  If  a  law 
were  passed  requiring  every  man  who  had  con- 
tracted to  deliver  a  bushel  of  com  to  deliver 
two,  the  injustice  would  not  be  greater,  nor  the 
mischief  more,  than  onr  paper  currency  has 
often  produced. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  much  as  I  object  to  the 
connection  between  this  Government  and  the 
banks,  on  account  of  the  disturbing  causes 
which  I  think  it  introduces  into  the  action  of 
the  currency  and  credit  systems  of  the  country, 
I  have  another  objection  still  more  powerful 
I  never  wish  to  see  the  banks  converted  into 
political  engines  again.  Of  all  the  enormous 
additions  which  have  been  made  to  Executive 
patronage,  in  late  years,  I  regarded  its  connec- 
tion wi&  the  State  banks  as  the  most  fearful. 
Tbe  army  of  office-holders,  though  yon  should 
count  them  as  100,000  strong,  would  confer  not 
half  the  power  upon  the  Executive  which  the 
possession  of  the  State  banks  would  give  to 
him.  Convert  them  into  political  engines  to 
be  worked  by  his  hands ;  give  him  the  control 
over  the  exchanges  and  currency  of  the  coun- 
try ;  give  him  the  dispensation  of  bank  favors, 
and  u  he  were  disposed  to  use  them  for  per- 
sonal advancement,  he  would  scorn  your  title 
of  king,  and  your  gewgaw  of  a  crown,  as  if  the 
offer  intimated  a  doubt  of  his  absolute  author- 
ity without  them.  If  the  choice  of  means  were 
fiven  to  a  wise  king,  who  wished  to  maintain 
is  power,  he  would  not  choose  a  nobility,  said 
to  ho  the  natural  support  of  the  crown,  but  he 
would  ask  for  some  hundreds  of  corporatictns, 
wielding  the  money  power  of  the  whole  conn- 
try.  He  would  ask  for  those  whose  delibera- 
tions might  be  secret,  whose  agents  might  be 
iavisible,  and  whose  march  upon  their  purpose 
could  only  be  diverted  by  that  impulse  of  inter- 
est which  he  alone  could  regulate.  Give  him 
these,  sir,  and  he  would  despise  your  standing 
armies  and  your  orders  of  nobilitr  as  cumbrous 
TobXnLr-^ 


devices,  unworthy  of  the  refinement  of  the  spirit 
of  modem  despotism.  ill.  Cliairman,  I  have 
always  regarded  the  connection  between  bank 
and  State  in  tliis  country  as  a  eoi\juncture  most 
ominous  to  our  liberties.  Use  the  public  money 
to  buy  up  the  State  banks  for  the  use  of  this 
Grovemment,  or  of  its  Executive  branch,  and 
yon  at  once  convert  them  into  political  engines, 
yon  deprive  the  States  of  the  control  of  their 
own  institutions,  and  yon  place  the  people 
under  the  dominion  of  a  league  of  corporate 
influences.  Endow  a  moneyed  corporation  with 
the  functions  of  Government,  and  you  behold 
at  once  the  most  ruthless  of  all  despotisms ;  and 
the  history  of  human  sufibring  and  of  East  In- 
dian oppression  is  not  silent  upon  this  subject. 
You  may  place  the  worst  of  men  in  authority, 
and  he  will  have  some  touch  of  human  feeling. 
Not  so  with  a  moneyed  corporation.  It  delib- 
erates in  secret ;  it  moves  by  the  power  of  a 
majority,  with  no  sense  of  personal  and  indi- 
vidual responsibility  at  the  bar  of  public  opin- 
ion ;  and  it  is  governed  by  the  single  impulse 
of  interest  You  caimot  move  it  to  pity  for  the 
present,  or  to  remorse  for  the  past ;  for  its  ac- 
tion is  mechanical,  and  not  under  the  influence 
of  feeling  or  of  soul.  I  protest,  then,  sir,  against 
any  attempt  to  bind  the  moneyed  corporations 
to  ope  government,  and  by  one  common  polit- 
ical purpose.  I  have  given  my  reasons  for  ob- 
jecting to  any  connection  between  bank  and 
State,  and,  perhaps  it  may  be  reasonably  re- 
quired of  me  to  suggest  some  better  plan  for 
the  custody  of  the  public  treasure.  If  the  selec- 
tion were  left  to  me,  rir,  I  should  adopt  the 
plan  of  special  deposits.  Tbe  General  Govern- 
ment should  be  independent  of  the  banks  as  to 
the  medium  in  which  its  revenues  are  collected, 
and  bonks  would  be  independent  of  the  Gov- 
ernment when  they  were  no  longer  exposed  to 
the  power  of  its  rewards  through  the  privilege 
of  trading  upon  the  public  depouts.  If  such 
an  arrangement  could  be  effecteii  by  giving  the 
banks  a  fair  compensation  for  keeping  the  pub- 
lic money,  at  the  same  time  that  they  were 
effectually  restrained  from  using  it,  I  should 
much  prefer  it  to  the  scheme  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The  pecuniary 
responsibility  would  be  greater  than  that  of  in- 
dividual collectors,  and  its  custody  of  the  public 
revenue  would,  perhaps,  be  safer.  But  the  chief 
recommendation  would  be  in  the  means  which 
this  plan  would  afford  the  representatives  of  the 
people  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  public 
money,  if  at  any  time  there  was,  cause  to  sus- 
pect either  the  ability  or  the  honesty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  shall  not  fatigue 
the  committee,  however,  with  the  details  of  a 
scheme  which  I  shall  not  propose  by  way  of 
amendment,  as  there  would  be  no  reasonable 
prospect  of  its  adoption  at  present.  I  should 
greatly  prefer  a  bill  carefully  framed  upon  this 
basis  to  the  one  now  before  us ;  but  I  give  to 
that  the  decided  preference  over  the  other  al- 
ternatives, of  a  United  States  Bank,  or  the  con- 
nection between  tbe  Government  and  the  State 
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banks.  Doubtless,  there  will  be  difficnities  at- 
tendant npon  an^  scheme  for  regulating  the  cos- 
tody  of  the  pubbo  revenae.  The  monejr  power, 
in  all  its  combinations,  presents  the  most  diffi- 
cult problem  to  be  solved  in  the  science  of  Gov- 
ernment. Bnt  we  mast  choose  the  best  plan 
within  our  reach.  It  is  idle  to  expect  perfec- 
tion in  a  system  of  finance.  I  go,  sir,  for  the 
great  principle  of  divorce,  without  committing 
myself  to  the  specific  details  of  this  bill  further 
than  by  the  expression  of  a  preference  for  them 
over  the  connection  between  bank  and  State. 
In  that  comparison,  I  have  satisfied  myself  that 
it  does  not  increase  Executive  patronage,  as  its 
opponents  muntain ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  its 
tendency  will  be  to  retard  the  resumption  of 
n>ecie  payments.  It,  in  fact,  diminishes  the 
Executive  patronage  by  a  larger  amonnt  than 
any  other  reform  ever  proposed  under  this  Gov- 
ernment It  subtracto  tne  entire  amount  of 
bank  patronage  from  the  Executive,  and,  in 
comparison  with  this,  the  few  additional  officers 
to  be  created  are  as  nothing.  How  is  this  bill, 
sir,  to  retard  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks  ?  They  will  be  au-aid,  it  is  said, 
of  runs  upon  them  for  specie  to  be  paid  for 
public  dues.  This  objection,  sir,  is  more  spe- 
cious than  valid.  The  quarterly  receipts  of  tnis 
Government  will  range  from  six  to  eight  mil- 
lions. The  greatest  possible  -amount  of  the  ad- 
dition to  be  made  to  the  legal  currency,  under 
this  bill,  would  be  six  or  eight  millions,  and,  in 
point  of  fact,  I  am  informed  that  a  &r  less  sum 
would  suffice,  as  the  public  money  is  paid  out 
nearly  as  £ast  as  it  comes  in.  Is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed, tar,  that  the  eight  hundred  banks  of  this 
countiy  could  not  meet  such  a  requisition,  if 
they  were  ready  in  other  respects  for  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  ?  But,  sir,  in  point 
of  Cut,  the  requisition  for  specie  npon  the  banks, 
or  upon  the  country,  under  this  bilL  cannot 
amount  to  a  dollar  it  these  Treasury  drafts  be 
issued  for  circulation,  as  I  presume  will  be  the 
case.  They  furnish  more  than  enough  of  me- 
dium for  the  collection  of  our  revenues.  The 
banks,  Mr.  Chairman,  cannot  resume  specie 
payments  generally  until  the  foreign  debt  is 
nearly  or  wholly  liquidated.  When  that  is 
done,  if  they  will  elevate  the  value  of  their  cur- 
rency to  the  par  of  specie,  partly  by  cnrtuling 
their  circulation  gradually,  and  within  the  limit 
of  the  present  discount  upon  their  paper,  and 
partly  by  a  judicious  command  of  exchanges  for 
converting  their  own  obligationvthey  may  then 
safely  resume  specie  payments.  Whenever  their 
paper  will  command  its  par  in  specie  in  the  mar- 
ket, they  may  safely  undertake  to  give  specie 
for  it  themselves.  This  I  believe  to  be  the  only 
true  mode  of  effecting  the  resumption,  and  this 
operation  is  entirely  independent  of  tlie  fiscal 
action  of  the  Government.  Rely  upon  it,  sir, 
that  a  speedy  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
any  other  means  would  be  impractioable,  with- 
out producing  more  distress  than  we  have  yet 
seen  in  the  community.  To  take  their  depre- 
ciated paper  in  payment  of  the  poblio  dues, 


I  would  rob  them  of  all  inducement  to  resnnt, 
as  the  Government  credit  would  thus  be  vottli 
more  to  them  than  it  would  be  if  their  jnpa 
was  convertible. 

Mr.  Maboit,  of  Yirginia,  sud :  My  grest  oV 
jeotions  to  the  measures  proposed  in  this  bin 
are,  that  they  are  not  at  all  commensurate  with 
the  exigencies  of  the  times ;  they  do  not  meet 
the  real  difficulty.  The  bill  simply  orduoa  thit 
the  Government,  after  a  limited  time,  will  re- 
ceive nothing  but  gold  and  silver  in  ptpefit 
of  public  dues,  and  will  intrust  its  keeping  te 
its  own  officers  alone.  Now,  if  there  were  t 
creative  power  in  onr  law ;  if,  by  this  sin^ 
enactment,  the  bank  paper  could  be  driven  oi^ 
of  circulation,  back  whence  it  came,  and  tlie 
precious  metals  substituted  in  sufficient  qointi- 
ties  to  meet  the  wants  of  society,  as  wdl  as  tbt 
demands  of  the  revenue,  the  chief  gronnd  d 
my  opposition  would  be  at  once  removed.  I 
can  well  see,  from  the  experience  we  have  hid 
of  the  evil  tendencies  of  the  banks  to  ezoeadn 
issues,  (and  such,  at  present,  are  my  decided 
impressions,)  that,  whenever  the  currency  ii 
placed  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  tribote,  the 
true  policy  of  Government  xnay  be  found  to  be 
to  exact  its  dues  altogether  in  coin,  and  to 
withhold  its  revenue,  while  resting  betreeniti 
collection  and  its  disbursement,  from  the  use 
of  banks,  as  a  fund  to  increase  their  disconntL 
My  reasons  for  this  I  will  give  hereafter,  vhen 
treating  of  the  proper  positions  which  the  Gof- 
emment  may  ultimately  assume  toward  tie 
State  banks. 

The  bill  is  to  operate  upon  the  currency  as  it 
now  is;  for  we  have  not  only  no  gnaitntM 
that  it  will  be  found  in  an  improved  condition 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  (the  limited  tane,} 
bnt  it  is  susceptible  almost  of  demonstratioii 
that  one  necessary  consequence  from  the  pro- 
posed law  will  be  to  continue  the  ourrenc;  is 
Its  present  debased  condition. 

The  precioQs  metals,  all  will  agree,  are  nov 
banished  from  circulation.  They  are  in  the 
country,  I  grant  yon,  and  in  sufficient  anaati- 
tios,  perhaps,  to  answer  their  accnstomeo  di# 
of  circnlatmg  in  those  channels  below  thereiai 
of  bank  paper ;  bnt  they  no  longer  paa«  &ob 
hand  to  hand  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  Tbor 
former  exchangeable  value  has  been  converted, 
by  the  course  of  trade  to  which  I  have  alloiW, 
to  a  value  exclusively  maiketable;  and  u^ 
they  have  fallen  back,  and  are  entirely  inerged 
in  the  common  and  general  mass  of  merdiu- 
disc.  Specie,  whether  in  coin  or  in  bnllion,  a 
now  merchandise,  and  not  money ;  and  those 
who  require  it  for  any  purpose  must  go  i""' *'* 
market  and  buy  it  at  market  rates,  a»  they 
would  any  kind  of  merchandise  whateter. 
How  long,  then,  is  tWs  state  of  things  to  con- 
tinue f  How  long  will  this  maiketable  wl« 
attach,  which  detains  the  com  bom  iu  >«» 
appropriate  fiinctibn  as  current  money?  •4'"' 
by  what  process  can  it  be  restored  to  circnia- 
Hon!  ,     „ 

The  answer  to  the  two  first  inqnines  i«  veij 
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simple.  Spede  will  oontinae  to  b«  merchsn- 
diae,  to  loDg  as  there  exists  any  dem&nd  for  it 
gretter  than  that  which  wonld  invite  or  retain 
It  in  eircnlation.  It  was  driven  out  of  oircola- 
tion  by  the  demand  for  exportation,  after  the 
bnaoeu  of  the  country  had  realised  the  fact 
that  oar  exports  were  insufficient  to  pay  for  our 
imports.  The  balance  most  be  met,  and  the 
precioQs  metals  were  called  ont  of  circulation 
to  answer  this  new  demand.  It  is  a  necessary 
and  Amdamental  law  of  currency,  that  where 
yoQ  have  two  media,  of  which  either  answers 
all  the  purposes  of  exchange,  and  one  of  them, 
besides  those  purposes,  will  answer  another 
purpose  as  a  subject  of  trade,  the  latter  will  fly 
at  once  to  meet  the  new  demand,  and  leave  the 
duties  of  currency  exclusively  to  its  fellow. 

So  it  was  between  the  paper  and  the  specie, 
Then,  by  the  exigencies  of  trade,  the  latter  was 
soddenly  called  off  to  meet  the  new  demand 
created  by  the  necessity  in  commerce,  of  extin- 
niahing  the  balances  against  onr  importers, 
rbere^is  no  mjstery  in  tdl  this.  Imports  are 
to  be  pud  for  from  those  two  sources  alone : 
by  the  produce  and  labor  of  the  importing  na- 
tion, or  by  gold  and  silver ;  and  whenever  the 
fonner  is  found  inadequate,  the  precious  metals 
mnst  make  up  4he  deficiency. 

Thns  stood  the  country  when  the  banks  sus- 
pended the  payment  of  specie.  They  had  an 
ageni^,  and  a  large  agency,  I  grant  yon,  in 
bringing  that  necessity  about;  pampering,  as 
they  dia,  the  pride  of  commerce.  They  met  all 
its  demands,  honored  all  its  drafts,  as  well  in 
the  rage  for  importation,  as  in  those  extrava- 
gant speculations  to  which  the  apparent  pros- 
perity of  the  age  gave  birth.  But  the  banks 
are  not  alone  to  blame  in  this.  It  is  due  to  the 
oceaaion,  and  will  aid  us  in  searching  out  the 
bne  remedy  a^nst  a  recurrence,  to  admit, 
candidly  and  fairly,  that  the  Oovemment  itself 
saw  as  little  the  mischiefs  that  would  follow 
(rom  die  extension  of  their  credit,  as  the  banks 
did  themselves.  It  is  a  part  of  the  history  of 
tbe  times,  and  should  be  recorded  on  tlie  same 
page,  that  when  the  deposits  were  given  to  the 
State  banks,  they  were  expressly  instructed  to 
make  them  the  basis  of  new  incentives  to  com- 
oierdal  enterprise. 

I  do  not  speak  this  at  all,  rir,  in- the  spirit  of 
rAnke ;  far,  very  far  from  it  I  adduce  it  only 
to  show  that  the  Government  itself,  against 
whom,  as  some  have  said,  the  banks  have  com- 
laitted  the  unpardonable  sin,  was  itself  actively 
iiutigating  tliem  to  that  very  extension,  now  so 
zMlonsIy  condemned.  How  far  the  banks 
loight  have  gone  in  extending  their  discounts, 
^Q  the  inunense  deposit  thns  cast  upon  them, 
■•rtthont  this  authoritative  hint,  none  can  easily 
tell.  Bat  it  is  fair  and  reasonable  to  infer,  that 
this  license  in  advance  did  not  pass  unim- 
proved. 

Having  stated  thus  the  actual  condition  of 
the_  currency,  and  briefly  traced  the  causes 
which  have  led  to  it,  let  us  inquire  next  what 
«iU  be  the  probable  operation  of  a  law  that 


takes  BO  account  of  its  enfeebled  state,  but  pe- 
remptorily demands,  after  a  given  day,  that  the 
entire  revenue^  amounting  to  some  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  annum,  shall  be  paid  up  in 
gold  and  silver.  One  necessary  consequence, 
m  my  apprehension,  wonld  be,  effectually  to 
place  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  banks  to  re- 
sume the  payment  of  specie  within  any  reason- 
able time.  How  can  it  be  otherwise?  They 
suspended  payment,  because  of  the  new  demand 
for  coin  created  by  the  exigences  of  trade. 
They  have  not  yet  resumed,  because,  although 
that  demand  has  entirely  diminished,  as  shown 
by  the  rate  of  foreign  exchange,  yet  there  is  still 
demand  enough  to  warn  them  of  the  conse- 
quences of  an  attempted  resumption,  before  the 
trade  of  the  country  is  in  a  fit  condition  to  bear 
it.  Sir,  tlie  conntiy  is  recovering  fast  from  the 
violent  and  sudden  convulsion  into  which  it  has 
been  lately  thrown.  It  cannot  otherwise  be, 
when  we  consider  the  immense  resources  of 
this  vast  continent,  wielded,  as  they  are,  by  & 
people  whose  industry  and  enterprise  acknowl- 
edge no  other  limit  than  the  very  bounds  of  the 
earth.  But  the  Government  must  keep  its 
hands  off;  time  must  be  allowed  for  the  sys- 
tem to  react,  before  any  new  or  additional  pres- 
sure can  be  borne. 

If  the  necessities  of  circulation  are  not  strong 
enough  now  to  bring  specie  into  general  use,  as 
part  of  the  currency,  because  of  the  existing 
collateral  demand  in  trade,  does  it  not  neces- 
sarily follow,  that  any  new  demand  will  have 
an  additional  effect  in  retarding  that  operation? 

Ton  create  this  new  demand  by  the  bill 
under  consideration ;  pass  it,  and  you  at  onoe 
increase  tbe  premium  that  specie  already  bears 
over  the  ordinary  currency ;  you  give  it  in- 
creased value  in  the  market  to  the  extent  of 
such  new  demand;  and  to  that  same  extent 
you  postpone  the  day  when  it  can  return  into 
use  as  a  part  of  the  circulating  medium.  Until 
that  day  comes,  it  is  impossible  for  the  banks 
to  pay  out  specie  upon  their  notes ;  they  never 
can  do  so,  until  the  demand  upon  them  is  re- 
dnoed  to  a  naked  demand  for  circulation.  If  I 
am  correct  in  this  reasoning,  the  best  that  could 
be  hoped  for  under  the  proposed  law  would  be, 
that  it  should  remain  a  dead  letter  upon  the 
statute  book. 

I  think  I  have  shown  that  we  could  have  no 
return  to  a  circulation  of  specie  under  its  aus- 
pices ;  and,  if  this  be  so,  do  you  believe,  does 
any  man  believe,  that  the  law  could  be  carried 
into  effect  ? 

What,  sir,  that  the  Qovemment  alone  should 
be  pud  In  silver  and  gold,  while  those  who 
have  the  payments  to  make  receive  nothing  but 
irredeemable  pi^ier !  How  vain  and  idle  it  is 
to  expect  any  such  thing.  I^  by  any  ohanoe, 
or  Incky  accident,  overruling  those  stem  neces- 
sities to  which  all  human  affairs  are  subject, 
the  exigency  of  the  times  should  have  passed 
by,  before  your  policy  begins,  then  it  might 
thus  ohanoe-favored,  be  that  the  scheme  oonla 
be  carried  out    Bat  it  becomes  us  not  to  legis- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5S2 


AB&IDGHENT  07  THE 


H.  OF  B.] 


Smb-iyeamy  BiB. 


[OciOTM,  1887. 


late  upon  sncb  iniprobable  contingendes.  I 
want  no  better  eTiaence  of  what  the  Govern- 
ment  woold  be  twelve  months  hence,  under 
the  operation  of  this  lav,  than  what  is  now 
ieilj  passing  l>efore  our  eyes.  There  are,  it  is 
said,  (and  I  presume  with  an  approximation  at 
least  to  the  truth,)  now  in  this  country  eighty 
millions  of  dollars  in  coined  metal.  By  the 
existing  law,  (as  there  is  no  bank  paper  con- 
vertible into  specie,)  Government  can  now  re- 
ceive nothing  bat  coin  in  payment  of  any  part 
of  its  revenue.  I  ask,  confidently,  is  any  part 
of  that  revenue  so  paid  f  With  all  this  abun- 
dance of  the  precious  metals,  fuUy  three  times 
88  much  as  we  have  had  at  any  former  period, 
do  we  not  all  know,  that  none  whatever  is  paid 
into  the  Treasury  from  any  source  of  revenue. 
I  mean  none,  when  compared  even  with  the 
lowest  necessity  of  the  pnblic  service.  The 
mint,  it  is  true,  does  fbmish  a  small  supply, 
barely  sufficient,  if  at  all,  to  meet  those  de- 
mands which  coin  alone  will  satisfy.  But  this 
does  not  come  in  any  shape  of  revenue — far 
from  it.  It  is  purchased  by  Government,  at 
market  rates,  and  a  premium  paid  upon  every 
dollar  that  is  brought  in.  Such  is  the  present 
state  of  things,  under  the  operation  of  a  hard- 
money  law,  while  the  only  money  of  the  coun- 
try is  in  irredeemable  paper;  and  such  must 
ever  continue  to  be  your  condition,  under  the 
operation  of  any  laws  that  you  may  pass,  so 
long  as  the  money  which  you  require  is  ban- 
ished, by  whatever  cause,  from  the  channels  of 
circulation. 

I  lay  down,  then,  this  position,  and  defy  any 
refutation:  that  the  Government  must,  as  a 
permanent  necessity,  deal  in  tliat  currency  in 
which  the  people  deal ;  it  is  the  law  of  its  cre- 
ation, and  inseparable  from  its  condition.  It 
must  receive  what  the  people  receive,  and  pay 
what  they  pay — a  necessity  from  which  Gov- 
ernment cannot  escape  if  it  would,  and  ought 
sot  if  it  could. 

I  speak  of  this  as  a  permanent  necessity,  dis- 
tinguished from  the  necessities  of  immediate 
want.  It  is  struggling  now  against  this  very 
want,  and  precisely  as  any  large  capitalist 
might  equally  do,  by  using  the  resources  of  its 
credit  to  supply  the  temporary  absence  of  rev- 
enue. Have  we  not  just  passed  a  law,  author- 
izing an  issue  of  ten  millions  of  Treasury  paper, 
for  this  very  purpose  f  I  mean  for  the  single 
purpose  of  reserving  the  Government  from  the 
necessity  of  coming  down  at  once  to  the  irre- 
deemable paper  of  the  banks.  And  this  only 
to  answer  the  present  emergency;  for  it  will 
certainly  follow,  unless  that  medium  can  be 
restored,  in  which  alone  the  Government  is 
allowed  to  deal,  that  we  must  issue  at  least  ten 
millions  more,  before  we  return  home  from  the 
ensuing  session.  Sir,  I  went  cordially  with  you 
in  this  use  of  Government  credit;  and  I  will  do 
BO  again  should  the  emergency  continue.  But 
I  tell  you  fairly  and  candidly,  and  I  tell  the 
people,  too,  that  this  Treasury  issue  is  all  that 
saves  the  Government  now  from  coming  down 


at  once  to  bank  paper.  I  say  this,  sir,  becnse 
your  revenue  laws  exacting  gold  and  sQTer,  ire 
not  and  cannot  be  enforced.  If  you  collect  my 
revenue,  it  can  only  be  in  that  very  paper,  be- 
cause there  is  nothing  else  to  pay  'with. 

Suppose,  then,  your  law  passed,  and  the  cur- 
rency remain,  as  under  such  policy  it  ineviuUj 
must  in  the  condition  that  it  now  is;  vhatne 
you  to  do  ?  If  you  could  enforce  the  lawtlet, 
I  ask  why  do  you  not  do  so  now  f 

Why  do  you  not  now  compel  yonr  debtors  to 
go  into  market  and  buy  specie,  in  order  to  rt- 
plenish  the  Treasury  t  So  fkr  from  llui,  n 
have  now  a  bill  before  ns,  and  which  it  is  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  must  pass,  to  save  tb«  Sk- 
retary  from  the  necessity  of  so  idle  an  ittem|)t. 
With  more  than  four  millions  of  dollsra  no* 
due  in  New  York  alone,  so  far  from  exsctii; 
payment,  we  are  about  to  give  farther  time  os 
all  bonds  due  and  to  become  due  between  tlm 
time  and  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

I  say,  then,  confidently,  pass  what  law  joi 
may,  yoa  cannot  have  yonr  revenues  paid  i» 
specie,  so  long  as  it  remains  at  a  premium ;  imd 
that  the  very  first  effect  of  this  law,  by  creating 
a  new  demand,  would  be  to  increase  the  pre- 
mium, and  thus  render  permanent  the  veij  ei- 
igcncies  to  which  yonr  legislation  is  now  ici- 
lully  yielding. 

But  take  another  view  of  the  subject  Sup- 
pose the  law  carried  out,  what  then  wonld  fcl- 
low  ?  The  importer,  besides  all  other  charge 
for  freight,  insurance,  duties,  &c.,  is  required  to 
pay  five  or  ten  per  centum  for  specie  to  jut  tlie 
duties.  Certainly  this  latter  would  be  adiied 
to  the  price  of  the  commodity ;  and  thus  th« 
whole  effect  of  your  policy  would  be  to  tai  the 
people  to  this  extent,  in  order  that  GoTeminett 
might  deal  in  gold,  while  they  were  left  to 
struggle  on,  unaided,  against  all  the  ills  (^ 
worthless  paper  money. 

My  view  of  the  subject,  then,  is  that,  bj^P^ 
Ing  this  law  now,  you  postpone  to  an  ind* 
nite  period  the  resumption  of  specie  paymaiti 
by  the  State  banks ;  tliat  until  they  do  wsniw, 
the  law  must  be  inoperative,  and  the  Treasn? 
supplied  by  loans ;  or,  if  enforced,  besides  (se- 
ating a  new  and  heavy  tax  upon  all  for^ 
merchandise,  tlie  sole  eflTect  will  bo  to  enria 
the  office-holders,  and  all  \(  ho  feed  tponlw 
pnblic  crib,  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  tw 
community.  I  know,  sir,  that  this  last  olj* 
tion  has  been  scouted  as  mere  slang,  as  part  <» 
a  mere  "  rabble,"  and  unworthy  of  notice.  Bo 
I  tell  you  that  it  has  never  been  met,  and  tW 
it  cannot  be  overthrown .  I  do  not  believe  («w 
that  disbelief  is  founded  on  the  experience « 
the  present  day)  that  such  a  law  could  be  car- 
ried out;  but  if  it  were,  the  host  ot G^^ 
ment  dependents  would  grow  rich  '"™*'., 
They  would  have  money  worth  five  or  ten  d^ 
lars  more  in  the  hundred  than  the  money  »» 
by  the  people ;  and  the  people  wonld  be  taw» 
to  the  extent  of  this  five  or  ten  dollars  ffl  w 
hundred,  to  famish  the  former  with  the  Mtw 
currency. 
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The  great  forcing  process  now  in  contempla- 
tion, 'Will  work  the  very  reverse  of  what  was 
then  so  strenuoosly  urged.  It  will  put  all  our 
golden  dreams  to  flight,  of  the  halcyon  days  of 
hard  money,  and  the  States  will  be  compelled, 
from  sheer  necessity,  to  license  once  more  the 
Tery  lowest  issue  of  bank  paper.  Seeing  these 
things,  as  I  clearly  do  in  prospect,  under  the 
operation  of  the  proposed  law,  I  can  have  no 
<£<noe  but  to  raise  my  voice  agunst  it 

Ab  to  so  much  of  the  bill  as  constitutes  the 
collectors  of  the  revenue,  with  the  mint  and  its 
branches,  depositories  of  the  public  money,  I 
bare  'but  little  to  say.  It  ia  certainly  subject 
to  very  strong  objections,  not  the  least  of  which 
is,  the  very  great  increase  of  patronage  to  which 
it  mnat  give  rise ;  and  a  patronage  of  the  most 
dnngeroos  influence,  as  being  so  immediately 
oonneeted  with  the  public  money.  Neither  is 
this  objection  at  all  answered,  when  it  is  said 
that  the  patronage  will  be  less  than  that  exer- 
cised in  the  intercourse  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  deposit  banks ;  because,  by  the 
simple  substitute  of  a  special  for  a  general  de- 
posit, all  patronage  will  be  at  once  taken  away ; 
and  on  the  score  of  safety,  the  difference  is  in- 
caleolable. 

"Whether  I  regard,  then,  the  pernicious  in- 
fluence which  this  bill  must  exercise  upon  the 
eoirency,  if  now  enacted  into  law,  or  the  inad- 
eqiuu^  of  its  provisions  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  money,  I  am  equally  constrained  to  with- 
hold my  assent.  In  the  first  aspect,  it  has 
never  been  submitted  to  the  country,  and  has 
had  very  little  consideration  here.  The  inno- 
vation is  too  ^eat,  the  traositidn  too  violent, 
fivm  all  previous  usage,  to  be  thus  suddenly 
met. 

[The  debate  was  further  continned  by  Messrs.  Rob- 
inson, Haynes,  Calhoun  of  Mass.,  Pope,  Coshman, 
and  Wm.  Cost  Johnson.] 


FmnAT,  October  18. 

Bemuneration  /or  I/ma  in  the  Florida  Gam- 
paign*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WairrLESBT,  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  the  House  took  up 
the  bill  reported  by  that  committee,  to  amend 
the  bill  making  provision  for  the  remuneration 
of  volunteers  and  others,  for  horses,  &e.,  lost  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 

[The  Oommittee  of  Claims  accompanied  this 
bill  with  a  report,  stating 

"That  several  claims  are  presented  to  the  com- 
mittee, arising  from  the  horses  and  saddles,  and 
other  equipage  of  disbanded  mounted  volunteers, 
laving  been  turned  over  to  the  United  States,  by  the 
order  of  General  Jesup,  as  it  is  afleged,  when  sud 
Tohmteen  were  dismissed  from  the  swViee. 

'*  It  is  represented  to  the  committee  by  Colonel 
Eiag,  acting  adjutant  to  Colonel  Caulfield's  regiment 
of  Alahaitia  mounted  volunteers  in  Florida,  that  most 
rf  the  daimants  with  whom  he  is  acquainted  are 


young  men  who  obtained  their  horses  and  equipage 
on  credit,  and  that  they  are  obliged  to  look  to  the 
United  States  for  the  value  of  t)ie  property  to  enable 
them  to  make  payment  to  the  persons  of  whom  they 
purchased.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  claimants  were 
sick  at  the  time  they  were  dismissed,  or  left  the  ser- 
vice on  furlough ;  and  it  was  thought  best  by  General 
Jesup  that  they  should  return  home  by  water,  rather 
than  encounter  the  fatigue,  luudsliips,  and  danger  of 
retaining  home  by  land.  Tlie  oommittee,  at  the  last 
seesioii  of  Congress,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  L.  Kenncr,  whose  horse  was  turned  over  to 
the  United  States  by  the  order  of  the  commanding 
officer,  on  the  dischaige  of  said  Kenner  by  reason  of 
sickness. 

"  The  committee  refer  to  tliat  report  in  the  first 
Tolume  of  Reports,  Ko.  3.  The  number  of  claims 
that  will  be  embracied  under  a  general  law,  Colonel 
King  thinks  may  be  one  hundred.  It  appears  to  the 
committee  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  ttiis  clasB  of 
cases  by  a  general  law."] 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  this  bill,  (Mr.  Bbioos  in 
the  choir,) 

Mr.  Cabtbb  said  he  was  not  opposed  to  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  except  that  its 

S revisions  were  not  sufficiently  extensive.  It 
id  not  embrace  a  class  of  cases  of  real  hardship 
that  he  believed  existed.  He  said  he  would 
take  this  occasion  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
committee,  and  at  the  same  time  suggest  to  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  that  there  were  among  the  volunteer^ 
some  cases  of  real  and  peculiar  hardships,  that 
were  not  yet  provided  for  by  law,  although 
great  exertions  were  made  at  the  last  Congress 
in  their  behalf;  and  he  would  now  tender  to 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  his  acknowledgments  of  gratitude  for 
his  assiduity  and  exertions  favorable  to  the  re- 
lief of  those  patriotic  young  men  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  and  who  bad  sustained  loss- 
es in  the  service  of  their  country. 

Sir,  I  will  take  occasion  to  say  hero  that,  in 
my  opinion,  (if  the  reports  be  true  that  have 
reached  my  ears,}  the  Government  has  not 
dealt  as  kindly  and  as  liberally  as  she  should 
have  done  towards  the  volunteers  of  Tennes- 
see. We  provided  by  law  at  the  last  Congress, 
that  the  soldiers  or  volunteers  who  had  ren- 
dezvoDsedj  were  mustered,  and  immediately 
discharged,  should  be  paid  one  month's  fiill 
pay ;  and,  by  the  estimates  furnished  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  by  the  War  Department,  one 
month's  full  pay  was  made  to  amount  to  between 
$65  and  |70, 1  think,  perhaps,  $68  and  some 
cents ;  and,  by  the  decision  of  the  Attorney- 
General  under  the  old  law,  another  class  of 
tiiose  volunteers,  that  were  indefinitely  fhr- 
loughed,  and  required  to  return  to  service  if 
they  should  be  ordered  to  do  so,  were  to  be  , 
considered  in  service  until  absolutely  discharged, 
and  cpnseqnently  were  entitled  to  their  full  pay. 
I  have  heard  some  hints,  sir,  that  the  War  De- 
partment has  not  earned  into  effect  this  law, 
and  this  decision,  as  was  contemplated  by  Con- 
gress and  those  representatives  who  were  lookr 
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ed  to  to  gnard  and  suatun  the  rights  of  those 
particniar  individaals.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  how 
far  the  War  Department  has  fuled  in  a  compli- 
ance with  the  law ;  nor  have  I  any  idea  as  to 
what  extent  those  volunteers  have  been  ininred 
bj  the  defalcations  of  the  Gtovemment.  But  J 
hope,  and  I  hare  no  doubt,  I  will  be  able  to 
obtain  the  information ;  and,  if  my  fears  are 
realized,  and  they  have  been  defrauded  out  of 
any  portion  of  the  amount  that  Congress  in- 
tended they  should  have,  and  I  cannot  obtain 
redress  by  an  application  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  I  wfll  feel  myself  bonnd  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject again  to  the  consideration  of  this  House, 
believing  that  the  representatives  of  the  people 
are  ready  upon  all  occasions  to  do  justice  to  the 
people.  And  I  am  glad  now  to  have  the  assur- 
ance of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  that  he  will  afford  all  the  aid  in 
his  power  to  render  to  the  volunteers  of  my 
State  ample  compensation  for  their  service  and 
their  losses,  at  the  next  meeting  of  Congress.  I 
have  also  a  right  to  complMn,  on  behalf  of 
these  men,  in  another  point  of  view.  I  am  in- 
formed onr  volunteers  were  paid  off  in  the 
depreciated  bank  paper  that  was^rhaps  tenor 
fifteen  per  cent,  below  par.  If  this  be  true,  and 
my  former  suggestions  be  true,  that  they  have 
not  been  paid  as  much  as  Congress  intended 
them  to  have,  why,  sir,  your  volunteer  soldiery 
^f  Tennessee  have  been  cheated  and  defrauded 
out  of  half,  or  at  least  a  large  portion  of  their 
just  dues.  And  if  so,  we  must  ask  Congress 
hereafter,  whenever  the  true  state  of  facts  can 
be  asoerttdned,  to  grant  such  relief  as  the  merits 
of  those  claimants  may  justly  and  honestly  de- 
mand. And  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  dispo- 
sition heretofore  manifested  by  this  House,  and 
by  the  Conunittee  of  Claims,  in  relation  to  this 
deserving  and  meritorious  class  of  claimants, 
that  ample  relief  will  be  awarded  them. 

The  bill,  then,  having  been  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third  time  and  paraed. 

The  8ub-Tr«atury  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambbelxno,  the  House 
then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  bill  im- 
posing additional  duties  on  oertfun  ofiBcers. 

Mr.  Lkoabx,  of  South  Carolina,  after  an  ex- 
tended elementary  view  of  currency,  went  on 
to  say :  Sir,  I  have  been  driven  to  this  elemen- 
tary way  of  considering  the  subject,  by  the  course 
which  tile  argument  has  taken  here  and  else- 
where, and  because,  in  solemnly  reviewing  ,es  we ' 
are  now  compelled  to  do,  the  whole  monetary 
system  of  the  country,  it  is  of  the  very  last  im- ' 
portance  that  the  subject,  in  tdl  its  aspects, 
abonld  be  fturly  presented  to  the  people. 
•  I  shall,  tiierefore,  proceed  briefly  to  consider 
the  question,  how  far  it  is  practicable  or  desir- 
able to  substitute  a  metallic  currency  for  bank 
paper,  or  even  very  materially  to  widen  the 
metallic  basis  of  our  present  cirsnlation. 

I  presume  it  will  hardly  be  disputed  that,  by 
a  general  return  to  the  preoioos  metals,  as  the 


only  medium  of  exchange  for  the  whole  oob- 
mercial  world,  the  operations  of  trade  would li* 
everywhere  embarrassed  and  impeded,  and  dw 
value  of  money  enhanced;  or,  whidi  ii  the 
same  thing,  the  prices  of  commodities  redaetl 
in  an  incalculable  degree.  How  far  a  ainufar 
effect  has  already  been  produced,  by  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  supply  m>m  the  Mexican  ud 
South  American  nunes,  within  the  last  tweslf 
years,  is  one  of  the  most  difScult  and  ouitio- 
verted  questions  of  the  day.  This  is  not  lit 
occasion  for  stating  the  arguments  adTsnetd 
by  the  advocates  of  different  views  of  that  ok- 
ject,  but  I  will  mention  to  the  committee,  tint 
in  a  very  able  work,  to  which  I  have  alr«i4f 
referred  as  having  been  recentiy  sent  tome,  tk 
author,  who  examines  this  point  with  foftd 
candor,  advances  the  opinion,  that  tborasiA 
have,  within  the  period  alluded  to,  been  prec^ 
itated  into  embarrassments  from  that  eaae 
alone.*  If  it  be  true,  as  is  alleged  by  JaooiK, 
that  the  whole  stock  of  coin  in  ciredstioo  ia 
1829,  was  leas,  by  upwards  of  £60,000,000, 
than  that  which  drculated  in  1800;  and  if 
any  thing  like  the  supposed  diminutioB  of  tiie 
actual  quantity  by  abrasion,  by  loss,  by  eat- 
sumption  in  manufactures  takes  place,  (oh 
per  cent.*  a  year,)  it  beomes  a  matter  of  toioni 
speculation,  what  means  shall  be  adopted  tool)- 
viate  so  great  an  inconvenience  asacontiniuilj 
decreasing  metallio  basis,  at  a  period  wheneani- 
merce  and  its  productive  powers  an  ao  ia- 
mensely  on  the  increase.  Sir,  that  qoettioD  it 
inflnitely  more  interestingin  a  highly  progreaB^ 
oountrythan  in  any  other.  InsnchacoaDti7,tlM 
currency  must  be  regularly  enlaned,  iritb  ^ 
growth  of  its  population  and  of  its  prodnttin 
power,  or  it  is  snbjeoted  to  the  most  teiriUe  of 
all  evils,  ftlling  prices.  Eveirbody  thit  i» 
ever  treated  of  such  subjects,  has  dwelt  vf» 
the  effects  of  an  increasing  currency,  as  vw- 
derflilly  favorable  to  indnstry.  No  more  strik- 
ing example  of  this  truth  can  be  desired  thn 
what  was  witnessed  in  the  16th  century,  t!Ui 
the  importation  of  gold  and  silver  from  ABK^ 
ica  began  to  produce  a  decided  effect  upon  Ih 
distribution  of  wealth.  It  is  admitted  co  iD 
hands,  to  have  been  the  period  of  the  greitwt 
improvement  in  society  toat  has  ocoorred  iaiti 
history ;  and  of  all  countries,  be  it  remembem 
England  benefited  most  by  the  general  riw  <■ 
prices,  because  so  large  a  portion  of  her  ^i™^ 
held  leates  for  long  terms  of  years,  and  pw 
money  rents;  the  ucrease  of  the  drcuWi* 
operating  to  reduce  the  real  value  of  tken- 
turns  m^e  to  the  landlord  in  favor  of  hia  ten- 
ant. The  great  benefit  of  a  ftill,  and  ef"^ 
an  increanng  circulation,  thus  consists  ^''% 
in  quickening  and  faoUitating  exchanges,  C"*" 
an  immense  stimnlus  to  industry,)  but  in  aeW- 
ing  to  the  indnrtrioos  dassm  rtiher  a  1*^ 
proportiw  of  the  inotmie  of  sodefy  tbsn  uV 
would  otherwise  eqjoy.  Every  thing  wbiditaV 
bay  to  sdl  agidn  advances  in  price  while  it  > 
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in  their  hands,  and  this  nnqnestionable  troth  is 
of  itself  a  total  reAitatitm  of  all  that  is  said 
oonoeming  the  oppressive  operation  of  bank 
paper  npon  the  productive  classes,  hj  the  very 
persons  who,  in  the  same  breath,  speak  of  its 
ezoess  and  depreciation. 

Wil^  a  population,  then,  increasing  at  the 
rate  of  fonr  or  five  per  cent  a.7ear,  and  with 
fm  aoomnnlation  of  capital  and  prodactive  power 
proportionably  greater,  I  hold  it  to  be  ntterly 
absurd  to  talk  oT  any  thing  like  a  metalllo  cur- 
rency in  the  United  States.  There  is  no  possi- 
ble means  of  procuring  it ;  and  if  by  any  means 
it  could  be  procured,  I  venture  to  affirm  that 
onr  people  would  get  rid  of  it  in  the  course  of 
a  few  years,  thou^  all  the  penal  laws  of  Spain 
against  the  exportation  of  gold  and  silver  should 
be  re-enacted  here— laws  which  were  passed 
-with  no  other  effect,  even  in  that  country,  but 
to  ahow  the  utter  futility  of  such  legislation.  I 
■ay,  sir,  that,  with  their  present  habits  of  active 
enterprise  and  strict  economy,  the  American 
people  would  export  the  precious  metals  as  fast 
as  Utiey  were  imported,  beyond  any  amount  of 
tiiera  which  might  be  absolutely  necessaiy  for 
the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country,  and  they 
'WoaM  do  so,  beciluse  gold  and  silver  would  be 
of  more  use  abroad  in  purchasing  commodities, 
and  would  be  wholly  superfluous  at  home, 
-where  paper  would  do  as  well.  If  you  put 
down  "  the  banks,"  it  would  have  no  effect  but 
to  set  up  something  worse  in  their  place,  in  the 
shape  or  private  paper.  There  are  some  things 
over  which  the  most  despotic  lawgivers  are  un- 
able  to  exercise  any  control ;  and  one  of  them, 
an  all  experience  shows,  is  this  commerce  in 
boUion. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  the  only  advantage 
of  a  paper  currency  over  the  predoos  metals, 
ccmsists  m  its  cheapness.  I  am  by  no  means,  as 
you  may  gather  from  what  I  have  said,  ready  to 
admit  this ;  but  supposing  it  to  be  true,  is  that 
saving  really  an  unimportant  matter!  Mr. 
Ghdlatin,  in  a  pamphlet  of  signal  ability,*  has, 
as  I  oonedve,  fallen  into  a  grave  error  on  this 
snbjeet,  which  it  is  so  much  the  more  import- 
ant to  rectify,  as  I  perceive  that  he  has  misled 
others  more  disposed  than  himself  to  turn  a 
speculative  error  into  a  practical  mischief.  He 
states  Hie  whole  benefit  derived  from  the  use 
of  paper,  instead  of  the  precious  metals,  in  the 
Uinted  States  in  1880,  including,  under  the 
name  of  circulation,  private  deposits  in  the 
banks,  as  they  ought  undoubtedly  to  be,  at 
about  five  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  It  is  true 
VbtX,  according  to  principles  iulmitted  by  Mr. 
GalUtin,  tiie  progress  of  the  country,  both  in 
weidth  and  population,  in  the  last  seven  years, 
would  require  a  very  considerable  addition  to 
be  made  to  this  estimate,  in  order  to  a  correct 
uiplication  of  it  to  our  actual  condition.  But, 
m,  it  ^>pears  to  me  tiiat  the  estimate  was 
made  on  data  altogether  erroneous.  In  the  first 
place,  the  quantity  of  currency,  if  it  were  me- 
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tallic,  necessary  to  the  circulation  of  this  eoan> 
try,  was  prodigiously  underrated.  For  reaaoni 
that  need  not  be  stated  here,  it  is  found  that  a 
given  amount  of  metallic  currency  does  not  cir- 
culate as  rapidly  as  an  equal  amount  of  paper, 
and,  therefore,  that  more  of  it  is,  eettrit  farwu$, 
required  to  do  the  same  business.  But,  with- 
out going  into  such  minute  inquiry  here,  why 
should  the  United  States,  with  sixteen  millions 
of  inhabitants,  and  relatively  the  most  active 
trade,  both  foreign  and  domeetio,  in  the  world, 
and  with  extraordinary  productive  power  of 
all  sorts,  not  need,  at  the  very  least,  half  the 
circulation  in  France,  with  only  double  their 
population,  and  not  half  their  indusfay  t  The 
stress  that  odght  to  be  laid  on  this  latter  tir- 
onmstance  may  be  illustrated  by  comparing 
AjAa  with  Europe  in  this  particular:  ooable 
the  population  in  the  former,  possessing,  ac- 
cording to  the  most  accurate  researches,  <Hily 
(Hie-flfUi  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver,  which, 
in  addition  to  paper  of  all  sorts,  is  required 
in  the  latter.  Kow,  the  circulation  of  Irance 
was,  before  the  first  Revolution,  set  down 
by  Neckar  at  £88,000,000;*  and  Thiers,  in 
his  history  of  that  event,  makes  a  nmilar 
estimate.t  Its  present  amount  ought,  in  r^r- 
enoe  to  the  increase  of  her  capital  and  popula- 
tion, to  be  at  least  600,000,000  dollars  ;  and 
accordingly,  as  was  observed  by  one  of  my  col- 
leagues, (Mr.  Thomfsoh,)  it  is  stated  at  that  (m 
good  authority,  t  Mr.  Rothschild,  in  his  exam- 
ination before  tlie  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  1883,  mentions  the  paper  circula- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  France  as  amounting  to 
760,000,000  francs.  According  to  this,  then, 
we  should  require,  on  the  footing  of  popula- 
tion alone,  at  least  800,000,000  ddlars.  So 
much  for  uie  amount ;  now  for  the  lose  npon  it. 
Mr.  Gallatin  considers  it  only  as  ^o  much  in- 
terest on  dead  capital,  and  even  the  interest  he 
Ents  at  an  exceedingly  low  rate.  But  I  appre- 
end  the  difference  to  the  country  between 
having  a  vast  inert  mass  of  gold  and  silver  as 
currency,  and  turning  it  into  productive  capital 
must  be  determined  not  in  relation  to  interest 
merely,  but  to  the  profit  of  stock  laid  out  in 
active  industry,  which  is  nowhere  in  this  coun- 
try less  than  ten  per  cent,  and  in  the  great 
minority  of  eases,  the  new  States  and  all  in- 
cluded, nearer  double  that  amount  on  an  aver- 
age. Ton  see,  then,  sir,  what  an  enwrnoos 
loss  a  metallic  currency  would  be  to  the  nation, 
without  taking  into  account  its  wear  and  tear. 
Look  back  at  the  batf  century  that  has  passed 
away,  and  say  what  that  loss  would  have  been, 
on  principles  of  compound  interest  from  the 
beginning  np  to  the  present  day.  Why,  sir,  it 
exceeds  all  powers  of  calculation,  nay,  of  imag^ 
ini^on.  Do  not  suppose  for  a  moment  that  so 
important,  so  pdpable  a  truth,  although  never 
stated  in  abirtraot  terms,  or  as  a  general  propo- 
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rition,  has  not  occurred  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  They  have  felt  it,  without  per- 
oelving  it ;  they  have  acted  upon  it,  without 
reasoning  abont  it;  they  have  perfectly  well 
comprehended  the  uses  of  money,  without 
stadying  the  principles  of  cnrrency ;  and  they 
have  preferred  paper  as  a  circnlating  medium 
to  gold  and  silver,  on  the  simplest  maxuns  of 
pmdence  and  economy.  Yon  may  depend 
upon  it,  this  oonolosion  is  as  deeply  rooted  as 
itisjnst.  Tou  will  never  be  able  to  shake  it 
All  your  policy  will  be  of  no  avail,  as  all  legis- 
lation will  be  forever  vain  which  comes  into 
conflict  with  the  genius  of  a  people,  especially 
in  matters  so  deeply  and  visibly  affecting  their 

Erivate  interest  The  barbarian  who,  in  his 
npotent  rage,  threw  fetters  into  the  Helles- 
pont, and  scourged  its  foaming  billows,  did  not 
wage  a  more  insane  war  against  the  nature  of 
things. 

But  we  are  told  that  if  it  is  an  experiment 
that  has  been  proposed  to  us,  we  need  not  be 
alarmed  at  it,  because  we  are  accustomed  to 
experiments,  and  successful  ones ;  that  our  con- 
stitution itself  is  a  mere  experiment  Sir,  I 
deny  it  utterly,  and  he  that  says  so  shows  me 
that  he  has  either  not  studied  at  all,  or  studied 
to  very  little  purpose,  the  history  and  genius 
of  our  institutions.  The  great  cause  of  their 
Iffosperous  results — a  cause  which  every  one  of 
the  many  attempts  since  vainly  made  to  imitate 
them  on  this  continent  or  in  Europe  only  dem- 
onstrates the  more  clearly — is  precisely  the 
contrary.  It  is  because  our  fathers  made  no 
experiments,  and  had  no  experiment  to  make, 
that  their  work  has  stood.  They  were  forced, 
by  a  Tiolation  of  their  historical  hereditary 
rights  under  the  old  common  law  of  their  race, 
to  dissolve  their  connection  with  the  mother 
country.  Their  external,  their  federal  relations 
were  of  course  changed,  and  in  that  re^>ect 
and  in  that  respect  only,  they  were  compelled 
to  do  their  best  in  the  novel  situation  in  which 
they  stood.  What  relates,  therefore,  merely  to 
the  union  of  the  States  is  all  that  gives  the 
least  countenance  to  this  superficial  idea  of  an 
"  experiment "  which  has  done  so  ntuch  to  mis- 
guide the  speculations  of  some  visionary  minds 
upon  these  important  matters.  Even  in  this 
respect,  however,  an  attentive  study  of  our 
history  will  show  that  strong  federal  tendencies 
existed,  and  had,  frequentiy,  on  former  occa- 
sions, manifested  tiiemselves.*  But  the  whole 
constitution  of  society  in  the  States,  the  great 
body  and  bulk  of  their  public  law,  with  aU  ite 
maxims  and  principles^  idl  that  is  republican,  in 
short  in  our  institutions,  remained  after  the 
Bevolotion,  and  remans  now,  with  some  very 
subordinate  modifications,  what  it  was  from 
the  beginning,  Our  written  oonstitutiona  do 
nothing  but  consecrate  and  fortify  the  "  plain 
rules  of  ancient  liberty,"  handed  down  with 
Ifagna  Charta  fi*om  the  earliest  .history  of  our 
race.    It  is  not  a  piece  of  paper,  sir,  it  is  not  a 
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few  abstractions  engrossed  on  parchment,  thit 
make  free  Governments.  Ko,  sir,  the  lav  of 
liberty  must  be  inscribed  on  the  heart  of  At 
citizen ;  the  word,  if  I  may  use  the  eipreenoo 
without  irreverence,  must  become  fl^h ;  toi 
must  have  a  whole  people  trained,  disciplineil, 
bred,  yea,  and  bom,  as  our  fathers  were,  to  in- 
stitutions like  ours.  Before  the  colonies  elid- 
ed, the  petition  of  right,  that  Magna  Charta  9( 
a  more  enlight^ied  age,  had  been  presented  it 
1628  by  Lord  Coke  and  his  immortal  coDi|)eeni 
Our  founders  brought  it  with  them,  aodve 
have  not  gone  one  step  beyond  them.  The; 
brought  these  maxims  of  civil  liberty,  not  ii 
their  libraries  but  in  their  souls ;  not  as  philo- 
sophical prattle— not  as  barren  generalities,  bet 
as  rules  of  conduct ;  as  a  symbol  of  pnblio  dn^ 
and  private  right,  to  be  adhered  to  with  ni- 
gious  fidelity ;  and  the  very  first  pilgrim  tliat 
set  his  foot  upon  the  rook  of  Piymoutn,  stepped 
forth  a  living  constitution  I  armed  at  all  poinU 
to  defend  and  to  perpetuate  the  libei^  to 
which  he  had  devoted  his  whole  being. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  advert  briefly  to 
one  or  two  additional  topics,  and  I  have  done. 
It  has  been  argued  as  if  the  currency  given  to 
bank  paper  in  this  country  wei-e  due  alsiost  u- 
olusively  to  the  countenance  which  Goreni- 
ment  affords  it  by  receiving  it  in  payment  <rf 
public  dues.    Certainly,  sir,  the  patronsge  ot 
Government  is  on  important  concurring  omh 
of  this  credit  but  it  is  not  true  that  it  h  enea- 
tial  to  it    What  does  the  house  of  BotbsdiM 
owe  to  the  Governments  of  Europe — that  hoote 
to  which  all  the  Governments  on  the  contiiiait 
are  obliged  to  have  recourse  in  their  fioaaciil 
exigencies  ?    And  here  let  me  call  the  atteatioi 
of  wose  who  declaim  so  vehemontiy  agaiint  tbe 
agency  of  banking  corporations,  to  the  &(^ 
that  this  mighty  house,  with  its  scarcely  ^ 
than  royal  influence  and  splendor,  like  most  ot' 
the  other  establishments  of  the  same  kind  in 
Europe,  is  no  corporation  at  all,  hut  s  in«* 
private  partnership;  an^to  the  additional  fact, 
that  this  colossal  fortune  has  been  amassed  ia 
little  more  than  a  single  generation,  by  an  ob- 
scure person,  bom  in  a  comer  of  the  Wai 
Strasse  of  Frankfurt  on  the  Main,  and  bis  four 
sons.    Do  you  not  see,  then,  sir,  that  the  odioM 
conunon-places,   about  "tbe  money  power, 
and  the  "  political  powers,"  either  have  » 
meaning,  or  apply  with  all  tiieir  force  to  evay 
accumulation  of  capital,  and  all  the  great  resnlu 
of  modem  commerce  !    The  "  money  pow**!, 
I  presume,  signifies  "  the  power  of  nw*7' 
which  is  widely  diffused  in  this  country,  thanb 
to  the  protectwn  of  equal  law^  and  which  viH 
exist  and  continue  to  nave  its  influence  so  long 
as  those  laws  shall  protect  it  from  confiscaMn, 
whether  it  shall  borrow  the  credit  of  the  Go^ 
emment  or  the  Government  shall  borrow  it* 
credit    It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  notice  •" 
idea,  anailogous  to  the  last,  which  has  been  rery 
much  insisted  on,  and  that  is,  that  the  «»■ 
meroe  of  New  York  has  been  built  up  by  wv- 
emment  crediU    Why,  Mr,  this  does  «pp«f 
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to  me  too  extravagsnt  to  need  ezpoeare.  New 
Tork  has  been  buHt  up  bjr  her  nnquestiooable 
natural  advantages,  aiMl  tbere  is  no  measure  of 
this  Govemmmit — there  is  only  one  event  that 
own  poanbljr  deprive  her  of  her  immense  com- 
meroial  aseendency,  the  dissolation  of  the  Union 
— that,  and  nothing  but  that,  can  do  it  Com- 
merce, as  I  have  already  remarked,  leads  every- 
where to  centralization:  look  at  Liverpool — 
look  at  Havre,  the  last  is  a  hard  money  coun- 
try. Bat  on  this  head  there  is  a  very  impor- 
tant consideration,  which  has  been  urged  with 
all  his  admirable  eloquence  by  one  of  my  col- 
leagaea  in  the  Senate,  (Kr.  Pbkstoh.)  If  this 
ooiMientration  of  commercial  bonnes*  in  that  city 
be  injarious  to  the  otiiers  now,  what  will  it  be- 
eome  if,  by  collecting  the  revenue  in  gold  and 
silver,  and  thus  making  gold  and  silver  mere 
merchandise,  you  add  to  the  disadvantages  of 
OMitralization  all  the  diflSculties  of  procuring 
ctHH  ;  make  New  York  the  great  specie  mar- 
ket ;  and  render  the  whole  country  tributary 
to  the  money  changers  of  Wall  street! 

Sir,  a  word  more  to  the  South,  and  for  the 
Sooth.  When  your  system  of  protection  was 
•till  in  an  its  vigor,  we(I  mean  the  people  of  South 
Carcdina)  sent  you  a  protest  against  its  princi- 
ples and  tendency,  which  contained,  among 
other  objections  to  it,  one  that  deserves  to  be  re- 
peated here.  We  told  you  that  we  depended 
absolutely  upon  commerce — commerce  on  the 
largest  scale — commerce  carried  on  as  it  has 
been  for  the  last  half  century,  with  an  ever-in- 
oreasing  production,  provoking  and  creating  an 
ever-increasing  consumption,  and  permitting  us 
to  send  a  million  (now  a  million  and  a  half)  of 
bales  of  cotton  into  the  market,  without  any 
danger  of  a  ^ut.  We  told  you  the  staple  com- 
modities, especially  the  principal  one  which 
we  produced,  were  among  the  very  few  in  the 
prouaction  of  which  slave  labor  can  enter  into 
wmpetitioa  with  free.  We  reminded  you  that 
great  revolutions  in  trade  sometimes  arose  from 
apparently  slight  causes,  and  that,  however 
ur  it  might  be  from  your  purpose,  or  even 
yoor  apprehensions,  it  was  possible  that  your 
legislation  might  occasion  us  the  loss  of  our 
£»reign  market,  our  only  resource;  that  the 
result  of  that  loss  to  us  would  be  poverty  and 
otter  desolation ;  that  our  people,  in  despair, 
would  emigrate  to  more  fortunate  regions,  and 
the  whole  frame  and  constitution  of  our  society 
woald  be  seriously  impaired  and  endangered, 
if  not  dissolved  entirely.  And  we  adjured  you 
not  to  persist  in  a  course  of  legislation  of  which 
the  benefits  to  yourselves,  even  were  they  un- 

rdonable,  were  nothing  in  comparison  of 
danger  to  which  they  exposed  us — a  dan- 
ger which,  however  contingent  or  remote,  in- 
volved our  whole  existence,  and  could  not  be 
eontemplated  without  well-founded  alarm.  Sir, 
I  repeat  to  yon  now — ^I  repeat  to  the  represent- 
atives of  the  whole  South  on  this  floor— the 
-words  then  addressed  to  the  House  on  a  differ- 
ent salnect.  Let  well  alone.  Resist  this  nn- 
called-MHT  innovation,  of  which  no  one  can  fore- 


see the  whole  extent  nor  the  ultimate  results. 
Mark  what  your  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
told  you  in  the  very  paper  in  which  he  reveals 
the  project  on  the  table — you  produce  too 
much  cotton.  Go  homo,  gentlemen  of  the 
South,  and  tell  your  people  that  their  success- 
ful industry  is  a  vice ;  that  the  fertUity  of  their 
soil  is  a  curse ;  that  their  excessive  production 
occasions  disorders  in  the  State ;  and  that  the 
remedy  for  our  troubles  is,  that  they  should 
live  on  short  commons.  Let  them  co-operato 
with  our  political  economy,  by  depriving  them- 
selves of  the  little  mercantile  capital  they  have ; 
let  them  abolish  those  corporations  to  which 
people,  who  cannot  themselves  do  busiuess 
with  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  have  con- 
tributed their  means  for  the  accommodation  of 
commerce ;  let  them  but  do  this,  and  their  do- 
cility will  be  admirable,  and  shall  have  our  ap- 
probation. 

Sir,  before  I  take  my  seat,  there  is  one  other 
topic  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  advert  to — 
I  mean  to  the  supposed  injurious  effects  of 
banking  institutions  upon  the  laboring  classes 
of  society.  Although  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
there  are  many  defects  in  the  constitution,  as 
well  as  the  management  of  those  institutions  in 
this  country,  and  should  be  most  willing  to  co- 
operate, if  occasion  served,  in  reforming  them,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  acquitting  them  at  least  of 
this  charge.  Who  that  has  ever  heard  of  the  re- 
lation between  capital  and  lal>or,  between  wages 
and  profits,  but  must  see  at  once  that  it  is  un- 
founded; and,  accordingly,  Hume  objects  to 
banks  that,  by  their  issues,  they  raise  wages, 
and  so  hurt  the  manufacturing  interests  of  s 
nation.  I  have  already  remarked,  that  one  of 
the  effects  of  an  increase  in  currency  is  to  make 
a  distribution  of  the  wealth  of  society  more  fa- 
vorable to  the  industrious  classes  of  it — to  con- 
fiscate in  a  manner,  the  property  of  tboss  who 
live  on  fixed  incomes,  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  produce  the  commodities  on  which  those 
incomes  are  laid  out.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
the  radicals  of  England — Mr.  Atwood,  for  ex- 
ample— are  all  strenuous  advocates  of  paper 
money,  and  even  of  inconvertible  paper.  The 
idea  that  the  poor  are  to  gain  by  a  return  to  a 
metallic  currency  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  confined 
to  their  friends  in  this  country,  whose  zeal  is 
certainly  greater  than  their  knowledge. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  among  other  disadvantages 
attending  frequent  fluctuations  in  the  curren- 
cy, it  is  said  that  wages  are  the  lost  thing  that 
rises  in  a  case  of  expansion.  And  that  may 
be  so  in  countries  where  the  supply  of  labor  is 
greater  than  the  demand ;  but  the  very  reverse 
IS  most  certdnly  the  fact  here,  and  where  the 
demand,  especially  when  stimulated  by  any  ex- 
traordinary increase,  real  or  fictitious,  of  capi- 
tal, is  always  greater  than  the  supply.  All 
price  is  a  question  of  power,  or  relative  neces- 
sity between  two  parties;  and  everybody  knows 
that,  in  a  period  of  excitement  here,  wages  rise 
immediately,  and  out  of  all  proportion  more 
than  any  thing  else,  because  the  population  of 
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the  ooantry  is  entirely  inadeqaste  to  its  wants. 
During  the  last  year,  for  instance,  the  price  of 
labor  became  bo  exorbitant,  that  some  of  the 
most  fertile  land  in  South  Oarolina,  rioe  fields. 
which  had  been  cultiyated  for  a  hnndrea 
years,  were  in  danger  of  being  abandoned,  ih)ni 
the  impossibility  of  paying  for  it.  Sir,  as  a 
Sonthem  man,  I  represent  eqtially  rent,  <^ital, 
•nd  wages,  which  are  confounded  in  oar  estates ; 
•nd  I  protest  against  attempts  to  array,  with- 
ont  canse,  witboat  a  color  of  pretext  or  plansi- 
bility,  the  different  classes  of  society  ag^nst 
one  another,  as  i^  in  sncb  a  comitry  as  this, 
diere  oonld  be  any  natnral  hostility  or  any  real 
distinction  between  them — a  cowitry  in  which 
ail  the  rich,  with  hardly  an  exception,  hare 
been  poor,  and  all  the  poor  may  one  day  be 
rich — a  conntry  in  which  banking  institntions 
have  been  of  immense  service,  precisely  becanse 
they  have  been  most  needed  by  a  people  who 
had  all  their  fortnnes  to  make  by  good  charac- 
ter and  indostrious  habits.  Look  at  that  re- 
markable picture — remarkable  not  as  a  work 
of  art  bnt  as  a  monmnent  of  history — which 
yon  see  in  passing  throngh  the  rotnndo.  Two 
out  of  five  of  that  immortal  committee  were 
mechanics,  and  snch  men  I  *  In  the  name  of 
God,  sir,  why  shonld  any  one  stndy  tp  pervert 
tiie  natural  good  sense  and  kindly  feehngs  of 
this  moral  and  noble  people— to  infose  into 
their  minds  a  snllen  envy  towards  one  another, 
instead  of  that  generous  emulation  which  every 
thing  in  their  situation  is  fitted  to  inspire — to 
breathe  into  them  the  spirit  of  Gain,  muttering 
deep  curses  and  meditating  desperate  revenge 
against  his  brother  becanse  the  smoke  of  his 
sacrifice  has  ascended  to  heaven  before  his  own  I 
And  do  not  they  who  treat  our  industrious 
classes  as  if  they  were  in  the  same  debased  and 
wretched  condition  as  the  poor  of  Europe,  in- 
sult them  by  such  an  odious  comparison  t  Why, 
sir,  you  do  not  know  what  poverty  is.  "We 
have  no  poor  in  this  conntry,  in  the  sense  in 
which  that  word  is  used  abroad.  Every  labor- 
er, even  the  most  humble,  in  the  United  States 
toon  becomes  a  capitalist,  and  even,  if  he 
choose,  a  proprietor  of  land;  for  the  West, 
with  all  its  boundless  fertility,  is  open  to  Mm. 
How  can  any  one  dare  to  oompw«  the  me- 
chanics of  this  land  (whose  infenority,  in  any 
substantial  particular,  in  intelligence,  in  virtue, 
in  wealth,  to  the  other  classes  of  our  society,  I 
have  yet  to  learn)  with  that  race  of  outcMts, 
of  which  so  terrific  a  picture  is  presented  by 
recent  writers — the  poor  of  Europe  f  a  race, 
among  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  whom  fam- 
ine and  pestilence  may  be  said  to  dwell  contin- 
ually; many  of  whom  are  without  morals, 
without  education,  without  a  country,  without 
a  God !  and  may  be  said  to  know  society  only 
by  the  terrors  of  its  penal  code,  and  to  live  in 
perpetual  war  with  it.  Poor  bondmen  I  mock- 
ed with  the  name  of  liberty,  that  they  may  be 
sometimes  tempted  to  break  their  chains,  in 

*  FnnUlaaadSlMnnUidgMnoftktDwIanttaii. 


order  that,  after  a  few  days  <^  starvatioB  in 
idleness  and  dissipation,  they  may  be  driTci 
back  to  their  prison  house  to  taike  tiiem  tf 
again,  heavier  and  more  galling  than  befon; 
severed,  as  it  has  been  tonebing^y  expreesed, 
trtaa  nature,  trvca  the  common  air,  and  tU 
light  of  the  sun ;  knowing  only  by  beamy  tkt 
the  fields  are  green,  that  the  birds  sing,  sod 
that  there  is  a  perfume  in  flowers.* 

When  Mr.  Lkoaiw  had  concluded, 

Mr.  Natlob,  of  Pennsylvania,  after  an  intro- 
ductory view  of  his  subject,  continued : 

Meeting  under  these  circumstances,  I  tA, 
had  we  not  a  right  to  expect  tJiat  CoagMi 
once  more  would  resume  its  independwoe,  mi 
attend  faithfully  and  feariessly  to  the  bnniiMi 
of  their  constituents,  and  that  the  adminisbtr 
tion  would  now  abandon  its  projects,  and  gin 
over  its  attempts  to  sway  and  subjugate  tai 
enslave  the  representatives  ot  the  coontr/t 
But  have  our  expectations  been  realized}  Thit 
have  we  been  about  t  What  have  we  done! 
Let  us  see  whether  we  have  not  again  bees 
subserviently  echoing  the  will  of  the  Execu- 
tive! 

Our  first  act  was  to  pass  a  bill  for  the  poit-  , 
ponement  of  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instil- 
ment to  tiie  StatM,  to  withhold  from  them  tlit 
sum  of  upwards  of  nine  millions  of  ddlin. 
which,  by  the  act  of  28d  June,  1886,  we  bid 
contracted  to  pat  in  their  possession.    By  tint 
law  it  is  provided  "  that  all  the  money  in  tba 
Treasury  of  the  United  Statesi,  on  the  &at  of 
January,  1887,  reserving  lie  sum  of  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  shonld  be  deposited  with  tin 
States  in  proporaon  to  their  respective  nfire- 
sentation  m  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States."     Under  thii  li* 
it  became  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  <^  tt« 
Treasury,  on  the  first  of  January.  1887,  to  w- 
ser>-e  five  millions  out  of  it  for  the  use  of  tk 
Government,  and  qipropriate  the  balance,  wbit- 
ever  it  might  be,  to  the  States  as  already  men- 
tioned,   "nie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  jet- 
formed  this  duty,  and  found  that  there  wm 
upwards  of  forty-two  millions  of  doUan  in  tin 
Treasury.    He  reserved  the  five  miUioos,  tai 
then  announced  to  the  different  States  of  tlw 
Union,  that  there  was  in  the  Treesoiy,  speo- 
floally  set  apart  for  them,  the  sum  of  thutf- 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  then  ii 
four  instalments.    The  States  agreed  to  reeeiM 
the  money.    Three  instalments  of  the  moa^ 
they  did  Veceive.    The  fourth  and  last  iniW- 
ment  of  between  nine  and  ten  millions  d  dol- 
lars was  to  have  been  paid  to  them  on  the  firrt 
of  this  month.    This  is  a  plain  nnvamislNa 
statement  of  the  case.    Thus  we  see  that  « 
the  first  day  of  January  last,  there  was  in  »• 
Treasury  thirty-seven  millions  of  money  ip** 
flcally  set  apart  by  the  law  for  the  8t»t» 
There  it  was.    The  Secretary  of  the  Trewmy 
counted  it  and  declared  it  to  be  there.    Nw^ 
why  has  not  this  money  been  all  paid  to  tM 
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States  f  Was  it  becaase  this  Hoose  passed  a 
bill  for  the  postponement  of  the  last  pajmentt 
Ko,  sir,  bnt  becanse  this  administration  had 
previonsly  nsed  this  money  for  their  own  pur- 
I>oses.  Thej,  Martin  Van  Baren  and  his  ad- 
ministration, betrayed  the  tmst  reposed  in  them, 
squandered  this  monev — and  when  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  assemble  here  in  spe- 
dal  session,  we  ore  informed  by  the  President 
and  his  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  that  the 
money  that  was  in  the  Treasnry  for  the  States 
is  gone,  has  evaporated,  and  that  we  will  have 
to  postpone  the  payment  of  one-fourth  of  it. 
Thns  we  see  that  the  money  was  nsed  by  the 
administration.  The  President  and  his  policy 
have  postponed  the  payment  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment. Congress  nas  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  The  money  was  there  for  the  States  on  tiie 
first  of  January  last.  When  we  met  here  in 
eight  months  afterwards  it  was  not  there.  Sup- 
pose the  bill  for  postponing  its  payment  had 
not  been  pas!>ed,  oonld  the  States  have  got  the 
money!  No.>  Why?  Because  the  adminis- 
tration had  previously  used  the  money  that 
was  specifically  set  apart  for  them.  Thns  you 
perceive  that  the  Executive  postponed  the  pay- 
ment of  it.  And,  after  doing  this,  he  very 
modestly  calls  upon  Congress  to  pass  a  law  to 
do  what  he  had  previously  done!  Well,  and 
what  did  Congress  do  ?  Why  again  they  echo 
the  will  of  the  President,  pass  a  law  postponing 
what  had  already  been  postponed,  and  declar- 
ing a  solemn  falsehood  to  tne  -whole  country, 
that  we,  yes,  that  we  had  withheld  from  the 
people  of  the  States  nine  millions  and  a  half  of 
money,  when  it  had  been  done  months  before 
by  the  executive  rulers  of  our  country ! 

This  is  the  first  exhibition  of  the  independ- 
ence of  this  body!  If  we  continue  thns  to 
comply  with  the  behests  of  power,  and  to  de- 
lude and  betray  the  people,  I  ask,  m  the  name 
of  Heaven,  what  is  to  become  of  our  country 
and  its  free  institutions  f 

The  second  great  measnre  which  the  adminis- 
tration commanded  you  to  pass,  and  which  you 
did  pass,  was  the  bill  for  the  manufacture  of 
ten  millions  of  Treasnry  notes.  Yes,  ten  mil- 
lions of  paper  money — ten  millions,  not  of  bank 
rags,  but  Government  ra^p — ten  millions  of  old 
continental  paper — ten  millions  of  shin-plasters  I 
And  is  it  possible  that  these  are  the  miits  of 
those  long  years  of  exciting,  convulsing,  dis- 
tracting experiments,  which  our  rulers  promised 
va  should  produce  such  a  safe  and  convenient 
currency,  and  flood  the  whole  land  with  gold  ? 
Ay,  gold,  gold,  was  the  cry ;  and  now  we  have 
gold  with  a  vengeance!  The  banner  of  our 
mlers  has  had  for  its  motto,  not  our  country, 
nor  liberty^  nor  patriotism,  nor  union,  nor  any 
other  ennooling  or  inspiring  sentiment ;  no,  sir, 
bit  that  miserable  and  mercenary  promise  "for 
gc>ld,  gold,  gold."  For  years  have  our  people 
bten  mocked  and  deluded  with  the  empty 
promise  of  gold.  And  now,  at  the  very  mo- 
meit  when  they  reach  forth  their  expecting 
hoiids  to  possess  it,  like  tite  gfM  which  is  said 


to  reward  a  bargain  with  the  Prince  of  Daric- 
nees,  it  turns  in  their  grasp  into  dnst  and  ashes  I 
The  (Jovenmient  has  been  raking  it  together 
from  (dl  quarters  of  the  earth.  They  have 
wrung  it  with  an  iron  and  unrelenting  grasp 
flx>m  the  possession  of  the  people.  They  have 
forced  it  out  of  circulation.  It  is  money  no 
longer ;  it  is  now  merchandise.  It  is  bought 
and  sold,  as  you  would  buy  your  bread  or  any 
other  necessary  or  convenience  of  life.  The 
people  are  forced  to  buy  it  in  order  to  pay  their 
debts  to  the  Government.  And  what  does  tlie 
Government  do  with  it  i  pay  it  back  to  the 
people  t  No,  sir,  no,  but  magnanimously  gives 
It  to  the  o£Sce-holder8 !  The  oiBoe-holders  then 
sell  it  to  the  people  at  a  profit  of  froca  seven  to 
twelve  per  cent.  The  i>eople  again  pay  it  to 
the  Government  from  which,  as  before,  it  im- 
mediately passes  to  the  office-holders,  who  again 
sell  it  to  the  people  at  a  large  pn^t.  Thns  it 
moves  round  ana  round  in  one  continued  and 
contracted  circle,  cursing  the  people,  and  taking 
at  every  turn  from  their  hard  earnings  the 
amount  of  premium  paid  for  it,  and  enriching 
the  pampered  office-holder.  Just  in  proportion  as 
it  robs  them.  In  the  mean  time  the  office-hold- 
ers have  got  the  Government  exclusively  to 
themselves.  They  have  all  the  gold  to  them- 
selves. They  tell  ns  that  the  Government  and 
the  people  must  be  separate  and  distinct,  that 
it  was  never  intended  that  the  Government 
should  sympathize  with  their  snfferings,  or  ex- 
tend relief  to  their  distresses.  And  how,  sir, 
does  this  golden  Government,  with  its  immense 
professions,  pay  its  own  debts !  What  do  they 
give  to  the  hard-toiling  mechanic — ^the  aged, 
feeble,  and  tottering  war-worn  soldier  of  the 
Revolution  ?  And  what  has  the  country  for  a 
currency!  Why,  rags,  rags;  not  "bank  rags" 
alone ;  no,  (for  uey  grow  more  scarce  every 
day,)  but  all  kinds  of  rags — a  complete  piece 
of  patchwork,  an  nndistingoished  gathering 
together  of  rottenness  and  concision.  And,  to 
crown  the  whole,  the  President  and  his  gilded 
partisans,  have  passed  the  bill  for  the  manufiao- 
tnre  of  ten  millions  more  of  rags,  with  which 
stiU  farther  to  curse  the  country — the  bill  cre- 
ating ten  millions  of  paper  money  for  the  people ! 

What  next!  The  next  great  measure  that 
we  have  recommended  to  ns  is  the  last  great 
exp^eriment  of  those  in  power,  the  "  Sub-Treas- 
ury System."  This  project  has  not  yet  reewv- 
ed  the  sanction  of  this  House,  and  I  pray 
Heaven  that  it  never  may.  It  is  now  before 
ns  for  consideration.  I  purpose,  in  condnsioo, 
to  make  a  few  hasty  remarks  upon  it.  I  am 
opposed  to  this  measure.  Although  not  yet 
approved  by  Congress,  it  is  now  in  operation. 
We  see  its  workmgs.  We  have  eaten  of  its 
fhiits,  and,  for  myself,  they  are  distastefbl  to 
me.  I  loathe  them.  I  am  for  cutting  down 
the  tree  that  produced  them. 

Bir,  this  scheme  proposes  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  individwds  who  are  dependent  alone 
on  the  will  of  the  President  for  their  contin- 
uance in  office,  aU,  yes  all  the  eoontless  millions 


Digitized  by 


Google 


540 


ABBIDOMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  B.] 


The  iSnfr-TWoMoy  Bill. 


[OoioBBa,  US7. 


of  the  money  of  this  Grovemment  for  disbarse- 
ment  and  safe-keeping.  These  men  are  to  re- 
ceive it,  hold  it,  nse  it,  when  and  as  they  please, 
irith  no  earthly  barrier  between  it  and  the 
temptation  to  appropriate  it  to  their  own  uses, 
which  the  personal  custody  of  snch  immense 
treasures  must  offer,  than  the  feeble  restraints 
of  poor,  weak,  fallible  hnman  nature,  and  the 
fear  of  the  consequences  which  might  result 
fi-om  an  ultimate  detection. 

How  many  receivers  and  holders  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  or  in  other  words,  how  many  "sub- 
treasurers  "  there  will  be  scattered  throughout 
the  whole  extent  of  this  wide-spread  country,  no 
man  can  at  present  determine.  In  France,  where 
a  similar  system  prevails,  there  are  one  hundred 
thousand !  Here  I  have  no  doubt,  in  a  short 
time,  the  number  would  even  exceed  that. 
Theee  men  are  to  hold  and  absolutely  possess 
the  whole  treasures  of  the  nation.  Some  of 
them,  particularly  in  our  large  cities,  will  have 
millions  of  dollars  in  their  hands  at  a  time. 
One  uninterrupted  golden  current  will  be  con- 
tinually pouring  in  upon  them.  What  a  temp- 
tation (even  aside  from  party  political  influ- 
ences) is  thus  offered  to  use  a  portion  of  this 
money  occasionally  or  continually,  as  need  or 
circumstances  may  require  ?  Sir,  the  tempta- 
tion will  be  irresistible.  Surrounded  by  needy 
or  pressing  friends  in  distress,  whose  families 
and  fortunes  they  think  may  be  comforted  or 
repaired  by  a  timely  loan ;  in  the  very  midst 
of  the  exciting  whirl  of  speculation,  with  For- 
tune's dazzling  visions  urging  them  on  to  use 
the  treasures  confided  to  their  keeping,  and  em- 
bark in  schemes  promising  to  result  in  the  en- 
joyment of  immense  possessions,  and  with  a 
full  certainty  that  a  temporary  use  of  even  large 
amounts,  cannot  be  discovered;  taking  into 
consideration  with  these  circumstances  the  fact 
that  there  will  be  one  hundred  thousand  of 
these  men — I.  say  they  will,  in  some  oases, 
inevitably  misappropriate  the  money.  Large 
•mounts  of  it  must  be  lost.  The  treasures  ot 
the  country  will  be  plundered.  Under  such  a 
system  there  is  no  safety  for  the  public  funds. 

A  "  sub-Treasury  bill,"  it  is  gently  termed 
in  this  House.  Befwe  the  country,  for  the 
purpose  of  deluding  the  people  and  exciting 
popular 'feelings  in  its  favor,  you  name  it  a 
"  bill  to  divorce  the  Government  from  the 
banks."  But  what  is  it  t  Trampling  the  ftiere 
name  under  our  feet,  and  looking  at  it  aa  it  is, 
stripped  and  naked  in  all  its  odioos  deformity 
— ^I  ask  what  is  it !  Why,  nr,  it  is  a  bill  for 
arresting  the  flow  of  our  prosperity — ^for  sub- 
verting the  fundamental  principles  of  our  re- 
public— a  bill  for  laying  the  corner-stone  of 
despotism.  How  do  those  in  power  recommend 
it  to  us!  What  arguments  do  they  urge  in 
fitTor  of  its  adoption  ?  "  Oh,"  they  say,  "  it  is 
no  new  scheme.  It  exists  in  France ;  it  flour- 
ishes in  Prussia  and  Austria — it  has  grown  in- 
to fbll  and  vigorous  perfection  in  Russia.  It 
prevails  in  Turkey,  and  in  every  despotism  of 
the  new  and  old  world." 


My  heart  shudders,  my  blood  curdles  at  their 
recommendations.  In  every  country  ondv 
heaven  where  such  a  system  prevails,  the  people 
are  trampled  on  and  plundei«d  of  their  rigbu; 
ground  aown  to  the  .very  dust  by  the  avfiil 
despotism  of  their  rulers ;  bought  and  sold  lib 
cattle  with  the  earth,  persecuted  by  power, 
plundered  by  these  very  sub- treasurers,  "cIxiD- 
ed  to  the  brutes  and  fettered  to  the  soil."  And 
yet,  sir,  this  administration  and  its  adrocttes 
urge  the  example  of  these  odious  tyrannies,  ts 
almost  the  only  argument  in  &Yor  of  the  adop- 
tion of  their  hateful  scheme.  They  tell  na  thit 
their  plan  works  very  well  in  those  coontriet 
But  they  do  not  tell  us  that  it  is  there  the 
grand  engine  of  despotism,  without  which  the 
people  could  not  be  kept  in  slavery- !  Tes,  the 
plan  does  work  well  in  despotisms.  It  does  the 
work  effectually.  It  works  admirably  vdL 
It  answers  the  very  purpose  for  which  it  wis 
designed — that  of  plundering  and  enslaving  the 
people,  wliilst  it  deprives  them  of  the  power  of 
resistance  I  , 

Where  am  It  Is  it  possible  that  here, in 
this  mighty  capital  of  the  only  free  repnbUc  oa 
earth,  with  the  deeds  of  our  gallant  fathers  still 
green  in  our  memories,  with  here  and  thera 
one  of  their  lingering  associates  now  gazuv 
upon  our  deliberations,  and  the  thunders  ot 
Yorktown  yet  ringing  in  our  ears — is  it  poea- 
ble,  I  say,  under  these  circumstances,  that  we 
can  calmly  listen  to  a  proposition  to  abandon 
the  settled  policy  of  our  Government  from  iti 
beginning  to  this  day,  despise  and  deoooMe 
the  wisdom  of  its  immorted  founder,  r«eet  a 
course  which  has  secured  an  anexampled  proc- 
perity  to  our  country,  and  the  utmost  stretch 
of  Uberty  to  ourselves — and  turn  back  ud 
affectionately  embrace — ^hug  to  our  boscHOs,  M 
jewels  above  all  prio&  the  barbaroos  institu- 
tions of  the  dark  and  benighted  deax>ti8nis  of 
tlie  old  world  ?  Are  we  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  counsels  of  our  revolutionary  sages,  and  r^ 
ceive  for  our  guide  the  arbitrary  decrees  of  ui- 
tocrats  and  tyrants!  Sir,  is  the  repnbliciB 
seed,  scattered  far  and  wide  by  our  immortil 
sires,  to  be  eradicatud  with  our  own  faand»- 
and  are  we  to  transplant  into  our  fertile  em 
the  sickly  shoots  of  despotism,  and  nurse,  ffid 
water,  and  cherish  them  into  health  and  rigor 
andfructification!  Heaven  forbid.  Letevor 
man  who  wishes  well  to  our  republican  institt- 
tions  put  the  seal  of  his  reprobation  on  thi< 
scheme. 

I  have  said  that  this  very  "snb-Treaso^ 
system  "  is  one  of  the  great  means  used  by  the 
autocrats  of  Europe  for  perpetuating  their  ty- 
rannies. In  the  hands  of  a  monarch  it  is  *> 
engine  of  tremendous  power.  He  •PP^'*'* 
every  ofiBcer.  They  are  all  absolutely  dep^dent 
upon  him,  and  are  appointed  to  do  his  biddioj. 
They  are  responsible  to  him  alone.  They  i« 
scattered  all  over  tlie  empire.  Every  pe*y 
district  has  its  oflioer  to  receive  and  hold  tns 
revenues  of  the  Government.  They  have  ot- 
mediate  canunqnication  with  the  people,   ui 
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conne,  as  the  interest  of  the  o£Scer  binds  him 
to  serve  his  soyereign,  and  as  there  is  no  one 
to  interfere  between  them,  the  money  he  re- 
ceives can  be  used  in  influencing  the  people  (or 
snbjecto  as  they  are  there  called)  in  any  way 
desirable.  Thus  thousands  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  these  little  treasurers  ore  using  the 
money  in  their  respective  districts,  so  as  to 
produce  the  desired  influence  on  the  people. 
And  yet',  in  a  moment,  the  whole  treasure  can 
be  collected  in  one  concentrated  mass  at  the 
nod  of  the  monarch.  This  is  all  done  silently 
and  secretly.  The  evil  is  felt,  and  no  one  can 
tell  whence  it  comes.  Despotism  is  afton  them, 
and  they  have  no  means  to  break  it. 

This  system  of  monarchy,  this  engine  of  des- 
potism, is  the  very  one  which  the  bill  nnder 
consideration  proposes  to  introduce  into  this 
country.  It  will  make  the  power  of  the  Pres- 
ident as  supreme  as  that  of  any  autocrat  of  Eu- 
rope. You  will  have  a  hundred  thousand 
office-holders  appointed  by  the  President,  hold- 
ing their  office  at  his  pleasure,  dependent  upon 
his  will  for  the  very  bread  they  eat,  and  com- 
missioned to  do  his  bidding.  Every  neighbor- 
hood will  have  within  its  narrow  confines  one 
of  these  "  snb-treasnrers"  "  to  harass  the  people 
and  eat  out  their  substance."  The  land  will  be 
filled  with  spies  and  informers.  AH  the  public 
money,  millions  on  millions,  will  be  in  their 
hands  I  It  will  be  scattered  about  among  their 
partisans,  become  the  source  of  countless  de- 
moralizing speculations  upon  the  industry  and 
property  of  the  people,  and  must  inevitably  end 
lu  concentrating  all  power  in  the  breast  of  the 
Executive.  Adopt  this  scheme,  carry  out  its 
provisions  in  all  their  ramifications,  and  there  will 
be  no  salvation  for  this  republic ;  republican 
forms  may  exist,  but  despotism  will  be  its  very 
life-blood,  its  pervading  spirit. 

This  scneme  will  not  only  increase  the  num- 
ber of  your  ofScers  four-fold,  and  thus  quadruple 
the  taxes  of  the  people,  but  it  wUl  furnish  Gov- 
ernment with  an  irresistible  means  of  control- 
ling the  popular  will.  These  officers  must  use 
the  money  to  promote  the  views  of  their  mas- 
ters. They  are  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
He  who  would  dare  refuse  to  do  their  bidding, 
would  not  only  be  instantly  dismissed,  but 
hunted  beyond  the  pale  of  national  considera- 
tion ;  yeg,  be  denationalized  and  proscribed  by 
the  hireling  hacks  of  party  power. 


Batubdat,  October  14. 
Florida  War. 

The  Uouse  proceeded  to  the  nnfinished  bus- 
iness of  yesterday  morning,  which  was  the  con- 
sideration of  Mr.  Wise's  resolution  on  the  Flor- 
ida war ;  and  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Mo- 
Kat's  motioi)  to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  to  the  1st  of  December  next — 

Mr.  Undcbwood  said  that,  in  the  early  stages 
of  the  debate  upon  the  resolution  nnder  consid- 
eration, he  understood  the  geatleman  tnaa  Yir> 


g^nia  (Mr.  Wise)  to  say  that  he  had  been  in- 
formed, in  a  manner  entitled  to  credit,  that 
General  Jesup  had  entered  into  an  engagement 
with  Hopothlehohola,  stipulating  to  secure  and 

Erotect  that  chief  in  his  possessions,  provided 
e  would  give  his  aid  to  the  army  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  assist  General  Jesup  in.  his  op- 
erations ;  that  the  gallant  Indian  chiefs  relying 
upon  the  assurances  of  General  Jesup,  had  de- 
voted himself  to  our  service,  and  that,  after 
success  crowned  the  operations  of  General  Je- 
sup, he  turned  upon  the  chief  in  violation  of 
his  engagement,  and  drove  him  from  his  pos- 
sessions. I  was  forcibly  impressed  at  the  time 
with  the  impropriety  of  the  conduct  thus  im- 
puted to  General  Jesup.  I  could  not  believe 
that  a  gallant  soldier,  who  had  risen  from  the 
humblest  ranks  to  the  command  of  an  army, 
who  hod  on  several  occasions  displayed  a  com- 
bination of  talents  and  bravery  which  induced 
the  country  to  confide  in  him  as  a  fit  com- 
mander in  the  South,  would  so  far  debase  him- 
self as  to  docoy  an  Indian  chief  intc^is  service, 
by  a  promise  of  protection,  and,  as  soon  as  he 
hod  answered  his  purposes,  turn  upon  his 
ally  in  violation  of  his  engagement,  and  expel 
him  from  his  home.  Such  conduct  would  not 
only  have  been  disgraceful  to  General  Jesup  as 
a  man,  but  it  would  tarnish  the  reputation  of 
the  country,  regarding  him  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  country.  Feeling  as  I  did,  I  asked 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  whether  General 
Jesup's  engagement  with  Hopothlehohola,  and 
after  conduct,  had  been  the  result  of  orders 
emanating  from  higher  authority,  or  whether  * 
General  Jesup  alone  was  responsible?  The 
gentleman's  information  did  not  enable  him  to 
answer.  I  deemed  it  proper  to  communicate 
the  substance  of  the  statement  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  General  Jesup. 
On  the  day  before  yesterday  I  received  his  an- 
swer, in  which  he  says :  "  No  such  treaty  or 
engagement  as  that  stated  to  have  been  made 
was  ever  thought  of;  every  engagement  made 
with  Hopothlehohola,  so  far  as  depended  upon 
me,  or  so  for  as  I  am  informed,  has  been  faith- 
fully  fulfilled."  Thus,  sir,  a  direct  contradic- 
tion is  given  by  General  Jesup  to  the  informa- 
tion communicated  to  the  House.  His  letter 
evinces  a  desire  to  have  the  "  whole  subject  of 
the  war  in  Alabama  and  Florida  investigated." 
Instead  of  shrinking  from  it,  he  invites  it  Hia 
language  is :  "  Let  persons  and  papers  be  sent 
for ;  let  investigation  be  pushed  to  the  utmost, 
I  have  nothing  to  fear." 

In  reference  to  the  supposed  treaty  or  en- 
gagement with  Hopothl^ohola,  the  General 
indignantly  remarks  that,  had  it  been  made, 
"no  power  on  earth  should  have  compelled 
him  to  violate  it."  He  would  have  surrendered 
his  commission  sooner  than  have  presented 
himself  before  the  world  in  the  attitude  of 
playing  the  hypocrite  with  an  Indiaft  chief; 
and,  after  securing  his  confidence  and  aaristanoe^ 
turning  upon  him  the  instruments  of  deetnxs 
tion.    Such  aentlments  are  wortbj  of  an  Amer- 
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loan  general ;  and  I  trust,  sir,  they  meet  with 
proner  sympathy  in  the  hoaoms  of  tiie  members 
of  this  House. 

I  have  thought  it  an  act  of  justioe  to  General 
Jeaup  to  make  the  preceding  statement ;  and 
'  now  that  I  am  np,  I  shall  take  the  occasion  to 
say.  tiiat  I  trust  the  resolution  will  be  adopted, 
and  that  the  fullest  inveetigation  may  be  had 
into  all  the  operations  of  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  WiSB  vindicated  himself  from  having,  in 
his  own  person,  made  the  charge  at  all :  he  had 
stated  it  as  it  had  been  stated  to  him :  he  re- 
,  joiced  to  hear  the  language  of  General  Jesup  in 
'  relation  to  it :  but  insisted  that  this  very  reply 
went  to  show  the  importance  of  the  investiga- 
tion he  advocated,  that  Justice  might  be  done 
to  the  innocent,  while  the  guilty  were  expos- 
ed. 

Ifr.  nHSKBwooD  exculpated  Mr,  Wisk  from 
all  blame  in  the  matter,  and  expressed  appro- 
bation of  his  course,  as  an  honest  discharge  of 
bis  duty. 

•  Svl- Treasury  BUL 

The  question  being  on  ordering  to  its  third 
reading  the  bill  fW>m  the  Senate  imposing  addi- 
tional duties,  as  depositaries,  in  certain  oases, 
on  public  officers— 

Mr.  Olabx,  of  New  York,  said :  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  do  not  rise  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  bill,  or 
to  express  any  opinion  in  relation  to  them.  I 
•  should  have  preferred  that  a  motion  had  been 
made  to  postpone  its  farther  consideration  until 
^the  first  day  of  the  next  session.  The  subject 
matter  of  the  bill  is  one  on  which  there  is, 
among  the  friends  of  the  administration,  a 
difference  of  opinion,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  an 
honest  difference.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Oarolina,  a  friend  of  the  administration,  in  his 
remarks  of  yesterday,  regretted  that  he  should 
be  called  upon  at  this  time  for  final  action  on 
the  bill.  He  preferred  to  wait  until  an  oppor- 
tonity  should  oe  afforded  to  him  to  ascertain 
the  wishes  of  his  constituents.  In  these  views 
I  concur.  In  voting  for  the  present  motion,  I 
shall  do  BO  for  the  same  reasons  which  would 
influence  me  to  vote  for  a  postponement  until 
the  next  seesion,  considering  the  effecta  the 
■ame,  neither  of  which  determines  the  ultimate 
Ikte  of  the  bill.  The  vote  I  am  about  to  give 
wiU  fiimish  no  evidence  of  my  opinion  as  to 
the  merita  of  the  bill,  or  of  my  action  on  the 
question  <^  its  final  passage.  The  sub-Treasury 
aoheme,  considered  as  an  administration  meas- 
ure is  novel.  In  18dS,  it  was  proposed  by  the 
whigs  in  CJongress,  and  received  the  unanimous 
and  vigorous  opposition  of  the  democratic  mem- 
bers. Whether  it  is  possible  for  the  opposition 
to  ori^nate  a  good  measure,  I  wiU  not  inquire. 
They  have,  however,  been  unfortunate  in  pre- 
ientang  at  this  session  any  measure,  good,  bad, 
or  injufferent,  always  saving  and  excepting 
tiieir  sovereign  remedy,  their  universal  panacea 
for  all  our  fiscal  maladies,  the  United  States 
Bank.  ^ 

I  repeat  that  this  measore,  as  a  democratic 


one,  is  new.  Public  opinion  has  not  been 
snfiiciently  enlightened  to  draw  any  correct 
conclusion  of  its  disposition.  It  has  not  been, 
to  any  considerable  extent,  the  subject  of  dis- 
cosNon,  cither  in  the  social  circle,  or  in  the 
primary  assemblies  of  the  people.  And  the 
(tame  remark  is  true  as  regards  the  newspaper 
press.  I  doubt  whether  five  country  papers  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  previous  to  the  seeoioa 
of  Congress,  had  canvassed  this  project,  or 
given  any  opinions  thereon.  The  Albany  Ar- 
gus, the  leading  democratic  Journal  in  that 
State — a  Journal  which  possesses  great  inflaene« 
over  the  country  press — had  not,  up  to  that 
period,  taken  ground  on  this  subject.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  can  hardly  be  expected 
that  resolutions  emanating  from  county  con- 
ventions could  be  considered  as  fnmishiog  that 
evidence  of  the  popular  will  as  they  other%vise 
would.  All  the  republican  conventions  have 
expressed  their  approbation  of  the  general  prin- 
ciples set  forth  in  the  Message ;  few  of  them, 
however,  have  given  any  expression  of  oplni<m 
as  regards  this  specific  measure.  No  one  is  more 
ready,  on  all  occasions,  to  bow  with  deference  to 
the  will  of  his  constituents,  when  formed  np>on 
reflection  and  deliberation,  and  fairly  and  fully 
expressed,  than  myself;  and  it  will  ever  be  my 
pleasure  to  carry  that  will  into  execntion. 
Were  I  opposed  to  this  bill,  (and  I  repeat  that 
I  give  no  opinion  in  regard  to  it,)  I  would,  -with 
alacrity,  surrender  my  own  opinion  at  the  feet 
of  my  constituents. 

It  has  been  my  misfortune  not  to  have  en- 
Joyed  any  interchange  of  sentiment  with  my 
constituents,  as  have  most  of  the  gentlemen  of 
this  House.  I  wish  to  obey  their  will,  and  for 
this  purpose  I  should  be  glad,  by  a  personal 
interview,  to  ascertain  that  will ;  and  when 
ascertained,  I  shall  not  fail  to  execute  it. 

Mr.  0.  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  thereupon  taken,  as 
follows : 

Tsis. — Messrs  Adams,  Alexander,  Hemon  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  W.  B.  CalhounjJohn  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Cunp- 
bell,  John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  C^sey,  Cham- 
bers, Cheatham,  Childa,  Clark,  Clowney,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushine,  Daiiington, 
Dawson,  Daviee,  Diebeiry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  EUnore, 
Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  J.  GazUnd, 
R.  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  W.  Graham,  Gravo, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Holffaian,  Hopkins,  Henry 
Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Eilsore,  Iiawler,  L»are, 
Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Hallory,  Harvin,  J.  IL 
Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Menefee, 
Meroer,  Milligan,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Fatton,  Pearce,  Pedc,  Phil- 
lips, Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencfao; 
Richardson,  Ridgway,  Ramsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant, A  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepord,  Shields,  SU>ley, 
Slade,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stanly,  ^wart, 
Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tilllngbast, 
Toland,  Underwood,  A  S.  White,  John  White,  E. 
Whittlesey,  h.  Williann,  Sherrod  WiUiams,  J.  L. 
WUUama,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Torke— 119. 
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Katb Hemn.    Anderson,    Andrews,    Atherton, 

Beatt7,  Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdnll,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Bynum,  Cunbreleng,  T. 
J.  Carter,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne, 
Clerelaad,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cujiman,  Davee, 
DeGrafr,  Doncan,  Edwaida,  Fanington,  Fairfield,  L 
Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Oholson,  Glascock, 
Orant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Knrkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H. 
Banter,  K  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J. 
Jadnon,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kem- 
ble,  Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Ar^ 
pbized  Loomis,  Uartin,  McKay,  K  McCIellan,  A. 
MoCleUan,  McOure,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Mahlenbeig,  Koble, 
Oweoa,  Palmer,  Parker,  Patmenter,  Paynter,  Penny- 
badter,  Fetrikin,  Pidcens,  Flumer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Reily,  RiTes,  Robertson,  Sbeffer,  Sheplor, 
Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Touoey,  Towns, 
T^imey,  Vailj  Tanderreer,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  T.  T.  WhitUesey,  J.  W.  WiUiams,  Worthing- 
ton.  Yell— 107. 

80  the  bin  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Gbiffim  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
YOte  bjr  which  the  bill  had  been  laid  on  the 
table. 

Ifr.  BoKDiN  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  a 


reconsideration  on  the  table,  which  was  decided 
by — yeas  118,  nays  105. 

So  the  House  ordered  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjournment. 

The  resolntion  which  had  been  received  from 
the  Senate,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that,  nnless  he  had 
other  oommnnioations  to  make  to  Congress,  the 
two  Houses  were  about  to  dose  the  present 
session  by  an  adjonmment,  was  now  taken  up 
and  agreed  to,  and 

If  r.  Thomas  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Pope  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Mr.  Tatlob  of  New  York,  were 
appointed  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Honse. 

Mr.  Thomas  having  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  the  purpose  had  waited 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
ceived for  answer  to  their  messnge  to  him  that 
he  had  no  further  communication  to  make. 

The  House  a4]oumed  until  the  first  Monday 
in  December  next,  the  day  fixed  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  for  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  Congress. 
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[The  form  of  the  original  Debates,  as  reported,  is  changed  at  this  date,  and  the  proceedings  of  eaA 
day  are  placed  together,  instead  of  the  distinct  continuous  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  each  House  duiiag 
the  entire  Session.] 


IS  SKNATK. 
MoNDAT,  Dec.  4, 1887. 
The  second  session  of  the  twenty-fifth  Con- 
gress convened  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbundt,  the  onstomary 
resolutions  of  information  to  the  President  and 
the  Honse  of  Representatives  were  passed. 


BOUSE  OF  REFHESENTATIVES. 

December  4, 1887. 

The  roll  of  the  members  of  the  Iloase  was 
called  over  by  States. 

On  motion  of  tir.  Muulksbbbo.  a  message 
was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  to  inform 
that  body  that  a  qnomm  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives had  assembled,  and  that  the  Honse 
was  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mublbitbkbo,  a  committee 
of  three  was  appointed,  in  conjanction  with 
snoh  committee  as  might  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  wut  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  had  convened,  and  were 
ready  to  receive  any  commonioation  he  might 
be  pleased  to  make.  

IN  SE7TATE. 

Tuesday,  December  6. 
Mr.  HtTBBARD  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Mr. 
Tallhadok  of  New  York,  took  their  seats. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 
FtUou-CUiun*  of  the  Stnate 

and  Houtt  of  ReprttentaUvet : 
We  have  reason  to  renew  the  expression  of  our 
devout  gratitude  to  the  Givsa  oi  au.  Good  for  his 


benign  protection.  Our  country  presents,  on  every 
side,  the  evidences  of  that  continaed  favor,  under 
whose  auspices  it  has  gradually  risen  from  a  few 
feeble  and  dependent  Colonies  to  a  prosperons  and 
powerful  Confederacy.  We  are  blessed  with  do- 
mestic tranquillity,  and  all  the  elements  of  national 
prosperity.  The  pestilence  which,  invading  for  a 
time,  some  flourishing  portions  of  the  Union,  inter- 
rupted the  general  prevalence  of  unusual  health, 
has  happily  been  limited  in  extent,  and  arrested  in 
its  fatal  career.  The  industry  and  prudence  of  oor 
citizens  are  gradually  relieving  Uiem  from  the  peeo- 
niary  embainssments  under  wbidi  portions  of  tiiea 
have  labored;  judicious  l^islation,  and  the  natmal 
and  boundless  resources  of  the  country,  have  af- 
forded wise  and  timely  aid  to  private  enterprise; 
and  the  activity  always  characteristic  of  our  peofde 
has  already,  in  a  great  degree,  resumed  its  noial 
and  profitable  channels. 

The  condition  of  our  foreign  relations  has  not 
materially  changed  anoe  tiie  last  annual  message 
of  my  predecessor.  We  remain  at  peace  with  all 
nations ;  and  no  efforts  on  my  part,  consistent  with 
the  preservation  of  our  rights  and  the  honw  of  tb* 
country,  shall  be  spared  to  maintain  a  position  so 
consonant  to  our  institutions.  We  have  iaitfafbUy 
sustained  the  foreign  policy  with  which  the  United 
States,  under  the  guidance  of  thdr  first  President, 
took  their  stand  in  the  family  of  nations — tint  at 
regulating  their  intercourse  with  other  powers  by 
the  approved  principles  of  private  life ;  addng  and 
aoconling  equal  rights  and  equal  privQeges ;  rendet^ 
ing  and  demanding  justice  in  all  cases ;  advancing 
thefr  own,  and  discussing  the  pretensions  of  otben, 
with  candor,  directness,  and  sincerity ;  appealing  at 
all  times  to  reason,  but  never  yielding  to  force,  nor 
seeking  to  acquire  any  thing  for  themselves  by  its 
exercise. 

A  rigid  adherence  to  this  policy  has  left  thSa  Got- 
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emment  with  scarcely  a  claim  upon  its  justice,  for 
injuries  arising  from  acts  committed  by  its  authoritj. 
The  most  impo^ng  and  perplexing  of  those  of  the 
TJmted  States  upon  foreign  GloTemments,  for  ag- 
gressions upon  our  citizens,  were  disposcid  of  by 
vaj  predecessor.  Independently  of  the  benefits 
conferred  upon  our  citizens  by  restoring  to  the  mer- 
cantile community  so  many  millions  of  which 
they  had  been  wrongfully  dirested,  a  great  serrice 
was  also  rendered  to  his  country  by  the  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  so  many  ancient  and  irritating  sub- 
jbcta  of  contention ;  and  it  reflects  no  ordinary  credit 
on  his  sncoessful  administration  of  public  afGun, 
that  this  great  object  was  aooomplisbed,  without 
compromising,  on  any  occaaon,  either  the  honor,  or 
the  peace  of  the  nation. 

With  European  powers  no  new  subjects  of  diffi- 
culty hare  arisen ;  and  those  which  were  under  dis- 
cussion, although  not  terminated,  do  not  present  a 
more  unfavorable  aspect  for  the  fbture  preserration 
of  that  good  understanding,  which  it  has  ever  been 
our  desire  to  cultivate.    . 

Of  pending  questions,  the  most  important  is  that 
which  exists  with  the  Goyemment  of  Great  Britun, 
in    respect    to    our    north-eastern    boundary.      It 
is  with  imfeigned  regret,  that  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  must  look  l>ack  upon  the  abortive  efforts 
made  by  the  Executive,  for  a  period  of  more  than 
half    a    century,  to   determine,  wliat   no   nation 
shoold  suffer  long  to  remain  in  dispute,  the   true 
lino  which  divides  its  possessions   from   those    of 
other  powers.     The  nature  of  the  settlements  on  the 
borders  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  neighbor- 
ing territory,  was  for  a  season  such,  that  this  per- 
haps was  not  indispensable  to  a  fiuthful  perform- 
ance of   the  duties  of   the  Federal   Government. 
^nme  has,  however,  changed  this  state  of   things; 
and  has  brought    about  a  condition  of  ofiUrs,  in 
which  the  true  interests  of  both  countries  impera- 
tively require  that  this  question  should  be  put  at 
rest.     It  is  not  to  be  disguised,  that  with  full  con- 
fidence ofUn  expressed,  in  the  desire  of  the  British 
Government  to  terminate  it,  we  are  apparently  as 
far  from  its  adjustment  as  we  wore  at  the  time  of 
signing  the  treaty  of  peace,  in    1783.     The  sole 
r^ult  of   long   pen(fing  negotiations,  and   a  per- 
jdexing  arbitration,   appears  to  be    a    conviction, 
on    its    part,   ttiat    a  conventional    line    most   l>e 
adopted,  from  the  impossibility  of  ascertaimng  the 
true  one   according   to   the   description   contained 
in  thai  treaty.    Without  coinciding  in  tliis  opinion, 
wUcfa  is  not  thougbt  to  be  well  founded,  my  prede- 
cessor gave  tiie  strongest  proof  of  the  earnest  desire 
ot  the  United  States  to  terminate  satisfactorily  this 
dispute,  by  proposing  the  substitution  of  a  conven- 
tional line,  U'  the  consent  of  the  States  interested  in 
the  question   could  be  obtained.     To  this  propor- 
tion,   no   answer   has    yet    been    received.     The 
attention  of  the  Britidi  Government  has,  however, 
been  urgently  invited  to  the  subject,  and  its  reply 
cannot,  1  am  confident,  be  much  longer  delayed. 
He  general  relations  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  are  of  the  most   friendly  character, 
and  I  am  well  satisfied  of  the  sincere  disposition  of 
that  Government  to  maintain  them  upon  their  pres- 
ent footing.     This  disposition  has  also,  I  am  per- 
suaded, become  more  general  with  the  people  of 
En^and  than  at  any  previous  period.    It  is  scorce- 
ly  necessary  to  say  to  you,  how  cordially  it  is  ro- 
dprocated  by  the  Government  and   people  of  the 
United   States.    The   conviotion,  which   must   be 
TouXm.— 86 


common  to  all,  of  the  injurious  consequences  that 
result  from  keeping  open  this  irritatii^  question, 
and  the  certainty  that  its  final  settiement  cumot  be 
much  longer  deferred,  will,  I  trust,  lead  to  an  early 
and  satisfactory  adjustment.  At  your  last  ses- 
sion, I  laid  before  you  the  recent  communicatioDS 
between  the  two  Governments,  and  between  this 
Government  and  that  of  the  State  of  Mune,  in  whose 
solicitude,  concerning  a  subject  in  which  she  had 
so  deep  an  interest,  eveiy  portion  of  the  Union  par- 
ticipates. 

The  feelings  produced  by  a  temporary  interrup- 
tion of  those  harmonious  relations  between  France 
and  the  United  States,  which  are  due  as  well  to  the 
recollections  of  former  times  as  to  a  correct  appre- 
ciation of  existing  interests,  have  been  happily  suc- 
ceeded by  a  cordial  disposition  on  both  sides  to  cul- 
tivate an. active  friendship  in  their  future  inter- 
course. The  opinion,  undoubtedly  correct,  and 
steadily  entertained  by  us,  that  the  commercial  re- 
lations at  present  existing  between  the  two  countries 
are  susceptible  of  great  and  reciprocally  beneficial 
improvements,  ia  obviously  gaining  ground  in 
France;  and  I  am  assured  of  the  disposition  of 
that  Government  to  favor  the  accomplishment  of 
such  an  object.  This  disposition  shall  be  met  in 
in  a  proper  spirit  on  our  part.  The  few  and  compara- 
tively unimportant  questions  that  remain  to  be  ad- 
justed between  us,  con,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  settied 
with  entire  satisfaction,  and  without  difficulty. 

Between  Bussia  and  the  United  States,  senti- 
ments of  good  will  continue  to  be  mutually  cherish- 
ed. Our  Minister  recently  accredited  to  that  Court, 
has  bieen  received  with  a  firankness  and  cordiality, 
and  with  evidences  of  respect  for  his  country,  which 
leave  us  no  room  to  doubt  the  preservation  in  fb- 
ture  of  those  amicable  and  liberal  relations  which 
have  so  long  and  so  uninterruptedly  existed  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  On  the  few  sutyects 
under  discussion  between  us,  an  early  and  just 
decision  is  confidcnUy  anticipated. 

A  correspondence  has  been  opened  with  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Austria,  for  the  estiU)lishment  of  diplo- 
matic relations,  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of 
Congress,  as  indicated  by  an  appropriation  act  of  the 
session  of  183T,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  pur- 
pose, whidi  will  be  duly  carried  into  effect 

With  Austria  and  Prussia,  and  witii  the  States  of 
the  German  empire,  now  composing  with  the  latter 
the  Commercial  League,  our  political  relations  are  of 
the  most  friendly  character,  whilst  our  commerdal 
intercourse  is  gradually  extending,  with  benefit  to 
all  who  are  engaged  in  it. 

Civil  war  yet  rages  in  Spain,  prodacing  intense 
suffering  to  its  own  people,  and  to  other  nations 
inconvenience  and  regret  Our  citizens  who  have 
claims  upon  that  country  will  be  prejudiced  for  a 
time  by  the  condition  of  its  Treasury,  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  long-continued  and  exhausting  internal 
wars.  The  last  instalment  of  the  interest  of  the  debt 
due  under  the  convention  with  the  Queen  of  Spain 
has  not  been  paid  ;  and  similar  failures  may  be  ex- 
pected to  happen,  until  a  portion  of  the  resources  of 
her  kingdom  can  be  devoted  to  the  extinguishment  of 
its  foreign  debt 

Having  received  satisfactory  evidence  tiiat  discrim- 
inating tonnage  duties  were  cliarged  upon  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States  in  the  ports  of  Portugal,  a  proc- 
lamation was  issued  on  the  llth  day  of  October  last, 
in  compliance  with  the  act  of  May  25,  1832,  declar- 
ing that  fact;  and  the  duties  on  foreign  tonnage 
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which  were  levied  upon  Portuguese  veaeels  in  the 
United  States,  previously  to  the  paaaage  of  that  act, 
are  accordingly  revived. 

The  act  of  July  4,  1886,  suspending  the  discrimi- 
natiog  duties  upon  the  produce  of  Portugal  imported 
Into  uiis  country  in  Portuguese  vessels,  was  passed 
upon  the  application  of  that  Government,  through  its 
representative  here,  under  the  belief  that  no  similar 
discrimination  existed  in  Portugal  to  the  pr^udice  of 
the  United  States.  I  regret  to  state  that  such  duties 
are  now  exacted  in  that  country  upon  the  caigoes  of 
American  vessels ;  and  as  the  act  referred  to  vests 
no  discretion  in  the  Executive,  it  is  for  Congress  to 
determine  upon  the  expediency  of  further  legislation 
on  the  subject.  Against  these  discriminations,  affect- 
ing the  vessels  of  this  country  and  their  cargoes, 
seasonable  remonstrance  was  made,  and  notice  was 
^ven  to  the  Portuguese  Government  that  unless 
uey  should  be  discontinued,  the  adoption  of  coun- 
tervailing measures  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
would  become  necessary ;  but  the  reply  of  that  Gov- 
ernment, received  at  the  Department  of  State  through 
our  Charge  d'Afiaires  at  Lisbon,  in  the  month  of 
September  last,  afforded  no  ground  of  hope  for  the 
abandonment  of  a  system  so  little  in  harmony  with 
tiie  treatment  shown  to  the  vessels  of  Portugal,  and 
their  caigocs  in  the  ports  of  this  country,  and  so 
contrary  to  the  expectations  we  had  a  right  to  en- 
tertain. 

With  Holland,  Sweden,  Deimiark,  Naples,  and  Bel- 
gium, a  friendly  intercourse  has  been  uninterruptedly 
maintained. 

With  the  Government  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  and 
its  dependencies  on  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean, 
peace  and  good  will  are  carefully  cultivated,  and 
have  been  fostered  by  such  good  offices  as  the  rel- 
ative distance  and  the  condition  of  those  countries 
would  permit 

Our  commerce  with  Greece  is  carried  on  under  the 
laws  of  the  two  govertunents,  reciprocally  beneficial 
to  the  navigating  interests  of  both ;  and  I  have  rea- 
son to  look  forward  to  the  adoption  of  other  meas- 
ores  which  will  be  more  extendvely  and  permanentiy 
advantageous. 

Copies  of  the  treaties  concluded  with  the  Govern- 
ments of  Siam  and  Huscat  are  transmitted  for  the 
information  of  Congress,  the  ratifications  having 
been  received,  and  the  treaties  made  public,  since 
the  close  of  the  last  annual  session.  Already  have 
we  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  prospect 
of  conmderable  commercial  benefit;  and  we  have, 
besides,  received  from  the  Sultan  of  Muscat  prompt 
evidence  of  his  desire  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly 
feelings,  by  liberal  acts  towards  one  of  our  vessels, 
bestowed  in  a  manner  so  striking  as  to  require  on 
our  part  a  grateful  acknowledgment. 

Our  commerce  with  the  Islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico  still  labors  under  heavy  restrictions,  the  contin- 
uance of  which  is  a  subject  of  regret.  The  only 
effect  of  an  adherence  to  them  will  be  to  benefit  the 
navigation  of  other  countries,  at  the  expense  both 
of  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

"Hie  independent  nations  of  this  continent  have, 
ever  idnce  they  emerged  from  the  colonial  state, 
experienced  severe  trials  in  then:  progress  to  the 
permanent  establishment  of  liberal  political  institu- 
tions. Their  unsettled  condition  not  <mly  inter- 
rupts their  own  advances  to  prosperity,  but  has  often 
seriously  injured  the  other  powers  of  the  worid.  The 
chums  of  onr  citizens  upon  Peru,  Chili,  Brazil,  the 
Aigentine  Republic,  the  Governments  formed  out 


of  the  Republics  of  Colombia  and  Mexico,  are  still 
pending,  although  many  of  them  have  been  pnwnted 
for  examination  more  than  twenty  years.  KevGrent 
da,  Venezuela,  and  Ecuador,  hare  recently  formed  i 
convention  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  lud  id- 
justing  claims  upon  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  from 
which  it  is  eamcstiy  hoped  our  citizens  will,  crc  long, 
receive  full  compensation  for  the  ii^uries  originiUji 
inflicted  upon  them,  and  for  the  delay  in  aiTonliDg  it. 

An  advantageous  treaty  of  conmierce  has  been 
concluded  by  tlie  United  States  with  the  rcn-Eoli- 
vian  Confederation,  which  wants  only  the  ratifiolioi 
of  that  Government.  The  progress  of  a  sutHcqaeU 
negotiation  for  the  scttiement  of  claims  upon  Fen^ 
has  been  unfavorably  affected  by  the  war  bchreeo 
that  power  and  Chili,  and  the  Ajgcntine  Rcpub£c; 
and  the  same  event  is  also  likely  to  produce  ddi;i 
in  the  settlement  of  our  demands  on  those  povcrt. 

The  aggravating  circumstances  connected  with  oor 
claims  upon  Mexico,  and  a  variety  of  events  toodi- 
ing  the  honor  and  integrity  of  our  Government,  led 
my  predecessor  to  make,  at  the  second  sessioo  d 
the  last  Congress,  a  ^>ecial  recommendation  of  the 
course  to  be  pursued  to  obtain  a  speedy  and  final 
satisfaction  of  the  u\juries  complained  of  by  ttiis  Got- 
cmment  and  by  our  citizens.  He  rec<xamendcd>  final 
demand  of  redress,  with  a  contingent  autbotitj  to 
the  Executive  to  make  reprisals,  if  that  demand 
should  be  made  in  vain.  From  the  proceedings  of 
Congress  on  that  recommendation,  it  appeared  tlut  the 
opinion  of  both  branches  of  the  L<^Iature  coincided 
with  that  of  the  Executive,  that  any  mode  of  rtdiai 
known  to  the  law  of  nations  might  justiSablj  be 
used.  It  was  obvious,  too,  that  Congress  beliered, 
with  the  President,  that  another  demand  sboold  be 
made,  in  onler  to  give  undeniable  and  eatislictay 
proof  of  our  desire  to  avoid  extremities  with  a  ncigb- 
boring  power ;  but  that  there  was  an  indisposition  u 
vest  a  discretionary  authority  in  the  Executire  to 
take  redress,  should  it  unfortunately  be  cither  denied 
or  unreasonably  delayed  by  the  Mexican  GoTemmcnL 
So  soon  as  the  necessary  documents  were  prepared, 
after  entering  upon  tiie  duties  of  my  oflScc  a  special 
messenger  was  sent  to  Mexico,  to  make  a  final  it- 
mand  of  redress,  with  the  documents  required  If 
the  provisions  of  our  treaty.  The  demand  »aa  nade 
on  the  20th  of  July  last  The  reply ,  which  bctn  drt 
the  29th  of  the  same  month,  contains  assurance  <■ 
a  desire,  on  the  part  of  that  Government,  to  gint 
prompt  and  explicit  answer  respecting  eidi  of  itt 
complaints,  but  that  the  esamination  of  them  »o«» 
nec^sarily  be  deliberate ;  that  in  this  examim'i*! 
it  would  be  guided  by  the  principles  of  public  Iw 
and  tiie  obl^ation  of  treaties ;  that  nothing  sbo™ 
be  left  undone  that  might  lead  to  the  most  speed; 
and  equitable  at^ustment  of  our  demands ;  and  that 
its  determination,  in  respect  to  each  case,  diooid  ba 
communicated  through  the  Mexican  Minister  here. 

Since  that  time,  an  Envoy  Extraordmary  and  JU)- 
ister  Plenipotentiary  has  been  accredited  to  IM 
Government  by  that  of  the  Mexican  Republic  Be 
brought  with  him  assurances  of  a  sincere  deare  that 
the  pending  differences  between  the  two  ^^^'*' 
ments  should  be  terminated  in  a  manner  satisfactoff 
to  both.  He  was  received  with  reciprocal  t^ 
ances ;  and  a  hope  was  entertained  tluU  this  ™?'^ 
would  lead  to  a  speedy,  satisfactory,  and  final  ailjos- 
ment  of  all  existing  subjects  of  complaint  A  an- 
cere  believer  in  the  wisdom  of  tiie  pacific  policj  W 
which  the  United  States  have  always  been  goremw 
in  their  intercourse  with  foreign  nations;  « taa  "I 
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particular  desire,  from  the  proximity  of  the  Mexican 
Kepublic,  and  well-known  occurrences  on  our  fron- 
tier, to  be  instrnmental  in  obviating  all  existing  diffi- 
culties with  ttiat  OoTemment,  and  in  restoring  to  the 
intercoarse  between  the  two  Republics,  that  lil>er8l 
and  friendly  character  by  which  they  should  always 
l>e  distinguished.  I  regret,  therefore,  the  more 
deeply  to  have  found  in  the  recent  communications 
of  ttiat  Government  so  little  reason  to  hope  that  any 
ftature  eiforts  of  mine'  for  the .  accomplistmient  of 
those  desirable  objects  would  be  successful. 

Although  the  lai^r  number,  and  many  of  them 
aggravated  cases  of  personal  wrongs,  have  been  now 
for  years  before  the  Mexican  Government,  and  some 
of  the  causes  of  national  complaint,  and  those  of  the 
most  offensive  character,  admitted  of  immediate, 
ample,  and  satisfactory  replies,  it  is  only  within  a 
fev  days  put  that  any  specific  communication  in 
answer  to  our  last  demand,  made  five  months  ago, 
lias  been  received  from  the  Mexican  Minister.  By 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  herewith  pre- 
sented, and  the  accompanying  documents,  it  will 
be  seen,  that  for  not  one  of  our  public  complaints  has 
satisfaction  been  given  or  offered ;  that  but  one  of 
tiie  cases  of  pergonal  wrong  has  been  favorably 
considered,  and  that  but  four  cases  of  both  descrip- 
tions, out  of  all  those  formally  presented,  and  ear- 
nestly pressed,  have  as  yet  been  decided  upon  by  the 
Kexican  Government 

Not  perceiving  in  what  manner  any  of  the  powers 
given  to  the  Executive  alone  could  be  further  use- 
fnlly  employed  in  bringing  this  unfortunate  contro- 
Tersj  to  a  satisfactory  ternunation,  the  subject  was 
by  my  predecessor  referred  to  Congress,  as  one  call- 
ing for  its  interposition.  In  accordance  with  the 
dearly  understood  wishes  of  the  Legislature,  another 
and  formal  demand  for  satisfaction  has  been  made 
npon  the  Mexican  Government;  with  what  success 
the  docoments  now  communicated  will  show.  On  a 
careful  and  deliberate  examination  of  their  contents, 
and  considering  the  spirit  manifested  by  the  Mexican 
Govemmeat,  it  lias  become  my  painful  duty  to  return 
die  subject,  as  it  now  stands,  to  Oongress,  to  whom 
it  belongs,  to  decide  upon  the  time,  the  mode,  and 
the  measure  of  redress.  Whatever  may  l)e  your 
decision,  it  shall  be  faithfully  executed,  eonfident  that 
it  will  be  characterized  by  that  moderation  and  Jus- 
tice which  will,  I  trust,  under  all  cireumstanoes,  govern 
the  councils  of  our  country. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  Janua- 
ry, 1 83  7,  was  forty-five  millions  nine  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-three  doUais. 
The  receipts  during  the  present  year  from  all  sources, 
including  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes  issued,  are  esti- 
mated at  twenty-three  millions  four  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-one  dol- 
lars, constituting  an  aggregate  of  sixty-nine  millions 
four  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fourdollars.  Of  this  amount,  about  thirty-five  mil- 
lions two  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand  three  him- 
drcd  and  sixty-one  dollars  will  have  been  expended  at 
the  end  of  the  year  on  appropriations  made  by  Con- 
gress ;  and  the  residue,  amounting  to  thirty-four  mil- 
hons  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  three  dollars,  will  be  the  nominal  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  January  next 
But  of  that  sum,  only  one  million  eighty-five  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  is  considered  as 
immediately  available  for,  and  applicable  to,  public 
purposes.  Those  portions  of  it  which  will  be  for  some 
tfane  nnavailable,  condst  dilefly  of  soma  depoaited 


with  the  States,  and  due  from  the  former  deposit  banks. 
The  details  upon  this  subject  will  be  found  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The 
abount  of  Treasury  notes,  which  it  will  be  necessary 
to  issue  during  the  year  on  account  of  those  funds 
being  unavailable,  will,  it  is  supposed,  not  exceed 
four  and  a  half  millions.  It  seemed  proper,  in  the 
condition  of  the  country,  to  have  the  estimates  on  all 
subjects  made  as  low  as  practicable,  without  pr^u- 
dice  to  any  great  public  measures.  The  Depart- 
ments were,  therefore,  desired  to  prepare  their  esti- 
mates accordingly ;  and  I  am  happy  to  find  that  they 
have  been  able  to  graduate  them  on  so  economical  a 
scale.  In  the  great  and  often  unexpected  fluctuations 
to  which  the  revenue  is  subjected,  it  is  not  poedble 
to  compute  the  receipts  beforehand  with  great  cer- 
tainty; but  should  they  not  differeasentiallyfrom  pres- 
ent anticipations,  and  should  the  appropriations  not 
much  exceed  the  estimates,  no  ^fficulty  seems  likely 
to  hi^;)pen  in  defraying  the  current  expenses  with 
promptitude  and  fidelity. 

Notwitlistanding  the  great  embarrassments  which 
have  recently  occurred  in  commerdal  affairs,  and 
the  liberal  indulgence  which,  in  consequence  of  Iboee 
embarrassments,  has  been  extended  to  both  the  mer- 
chants and  the  banks,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
anticipate  that  the  Treasury  notes,  which  have  been 
issued  during  the  present  year,  will  be  redeemed, 
and  that  the  resources  of  the  Treasury,  without  any 
resort  to  loans  or  increased  taxes,  will  prove  ample 
for  defVaying  all  charges  imposed  on  it  during  1888. 
The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will 
afford  you  a  more  minute  exposition  of  all  matters 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  finances 
dnring  the  current  year ;  a  period  which,  for  the 
amount  of  public  moneys  disbursed  and  depoaited 
with  the  States  as  well  as  the  financial  difficulties 
encountered  and  overcome,  has  fbw  parallels  in  our 
history.  Your  attention  was,  at  the  last  session, 
invited  to  the  necessity  of  additional  legislative  pro- 
visions in  respect  to  the  collection,  safe-keejung,  and 
transfer  of  the  public  money.  No  law  having  be«i 
then  matured,  and  not  understanding  the  proceedingg  ■ 
of  Congress  as  intended  to  be  final,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  again  bring  the  subject  to  your  notice. 

On  thdt  occasion,  tiaee  modes  of  performing  this 
brondi  of  the  public  service  were  presented  for  con- 
sideratiOB.  These  were :  the  creation  of  a  national 
bank ;  the  revival,  with  modifications,  of  the  deposit 
system  established  by  the  act  of  the  28d  of  June, 
1836,  permitting  the  use  of  the  public  moneys  by  the 
banks,  and  the  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  such  in- 
stitntions  for  the  purposes  referred  to,  with  siutable 
proviaiona  for  tiieir  accomplishment  through  the 
agency  of  public  officers.  Conndering  the  opinions 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  two  first  proposi- 
tions as  expressed  in  the  negative,  in  which  I  entirely 
concur,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  again  to  recur  to 
them.  In  respect  to  the  last,  you  nave  had  an  op- 
portunity since  your  adjournment,  not  only  to  test 
gtUl  fhrther  tho  expediency  of  the  measure,  by  the 
continued  practical  operation  of  such  parts  of  it  as 
are  now  in  force,  but  also  to  discover — what  should 
ever  be  sooi^t  for  and  regarded  with  the  utmost 
deference — the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  people. 
The  national  will  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  Republic, 
and,  on  all  subjects  within  the  limits  of  his  constitu- 
tional powers,  should  be  faithfully  obeyed  by  the 
pnbUc  servant  ^ce  the  measure  in  question  wa« 
sal»mtted  to  your  conidderation,  most  of  you  have 
ei\|oyed  the  advantage  of  personal  communication, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


648 


ABBIBOMBITT  07  THE 


1887.] 


nt  Fraidmft  ifeuage. 


[26th  Com. 


with  your  constitaents.  For  one  Bute  only  baa  an 
election  been  held  for  the  Federal  Government ;  bat 
the  earty  day  at  which  it  took  place,  deprives  the 
measure  under  consideration  of  much  of  the  suppoft 
it  might  otherwise  have  derived  from  the  result. 
Local  elections  for  State  officers  have,  however, 
been  held  in  several  of  the  States,  at  which  the  expe- 
diency of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Executive  has 
been  more  or  leas  discussed.  Ton  will,  I  am  con- 
fident, yield  to  their  results  the  respect  due  to  every 
expression  of  the  public  voice.  Desiring,  however, 
to  arrive  at  truth  and  a  just  view  of  the  subject  in  all 
its  bearings,  you  will  at  the  same  time  remember, 
that  questions  of  tax  deeper  and  more  immediate 
local  interest,  than  tiie  fiscal  plans  of  the  National 
Treasury,  were  involved  in  those  elections.  Above 
all,  we  cannot  overlook  the  striking  fact,  that  there 
were  at  the  time  in  those  States  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  millioDS  of  bank  capital,  of  whidi 
large  portions  were  subject  to  acti^  forfeiture— 
other  large  portions  upheld  only  by  special  and  limited 
legiriative  indulgences — and  most  of  it,  if  not  all,  to 
a  greater  or  less  extent,  dependent  for  a  continuance 
of  its  corporate  exigence  upon  the  will  of  the:  State 
Legislatures  to  be  then  chosen.  Apprised  of  this 
eircamstanoe,  you  will  Judge  whether  it  is  not  most 
probable  that  the  peculiar  condition  of  that  vast  in- 
terest in  these  respects,  the  extent  to  which  it  has 
been  spread  through  all  the  ramiflcaUons  of  society, 
its  direct  connection  with  the  then  pending  electionB, 
and  the  feelings  it  was  calculated  to  infuse  into  the 
canvass,  have  exercised  a  far  greater  influence  over 
the  result,  than  any  which  comd  possibly  have  been 
produced  by  a  conflict  of  opinion  in  respect  to  a 
question  in  the  administration  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, more  remote  and  far  less  important  in  its 
bearings  Upon  that  interest. 

I  have  found  no  reason  to  change  my  own  opinion 
■8  to  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  system  pro- 
posed, bdng  perfectly  satisfied  that  there  will  be 
neither  stability  nor  safety,  either  in  the  fiscal  affiura 
of  the  Government,  or  in  the  pecuniary  transactions 
of  individuals  and  corporations,  so  long  as  a  connec- 
tion exists  between  them,  which,  like  vie  past,  oCTers 
such  strong  inducements  to  make  them  the  subjects 
of  political  agitation.  Indeed,  I  am  more  than  ever 
convinced  of  the  dangers  to  which  the  free  and  un- 
biassed exercise  of  political  opinion — the  only  sure 
foundation  and  safeguard  of  republican  Government 
— ^would  be  exposed  by  any  further  increase  of  the 
already  overgrown  influence  of  corporate  authorities. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  consistentiy  with  my  views  of 
duty,  advise  a  renewal  of  a  oonnection  which  circum- 
stances have  dissolved. 

The  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  State  banks  for 
fiscal  pnipoees  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  meas- 
ure of  hostility  toward  those  institutions.  Banks, 
properiy  established  and  conducted,  are  highly  use- 
ful to  the  business  of  the  country,  and  will  doubtlesB 
eontino'e  to  exist  in  the  States,  so  long  as  tiiey  con- 
form to  tiieir  laws,  and  are  found  to  be  safe  and 
beneficial.  How  they  should  be  created,  vriiat  privi- 
leges they  should  enjoy,  under  what  reponsibilities 
they  should  act,  and  to  what  restrictions  they  should 
be  subject,  are  questions  which,  as  I  observed  on  a 
previous  ocoasioD,  belong  to  the  States  to  decide. 
Upon  their  rights,  or  the  exercise  of  tiiem,  the  Gen- 
eral Government  can  have  no  motive  to  encroach.  Its 
duty  toward  them  is  well  perfonned,  when  it  refrains 
fltmi  legislating  for  their  special  benefit,  because 
neh  I«(^ifatian  wookl  violate  the  epiA  ot  the  con- 


stitution, and  be  unjust  to  other  interests;  wlies  it 
takes  no  steps  to  impair  their  tisefulneas,  but  ai 
manages  its  own  afiaira  as  to  make  it  the  intereet  of 
those  institutions  to  strengthen  and  improve  Ihes 
condition  for  the  security  and  welfare  of  the  oob- 
raunity  at  large.  They  have  no  ri^t  to  intial  w 
a  connection  with  the  Federal  Govenmient,  nor  oe 
the  use  of  the  public  money  for  their  own  beneiL 
The  object  of  the  measure  under  considentian  ii,  to 
avoid  for  the  future  a  compulsory  connectioo  of  tUi 
kind.  It  propoees  to  place  the  General  Gorenmieit, 
in  regard  to  the  essential  points  of  the  coUeclka, 
safe-keeping,  and  transfer  of  the  public  money,  iii 
situation  which  shall  relieve  it  from  all  dependesK 
on  the  will  of  irresponsible  individuals  or  axjo- 
rations ;  to  withdraw  thoee  moneys  from  the  mes  of 
private  trade,  and  confide  them  to  agents  coutiti- 
tionally  selected  and  controlled  by  law ;  to  ibstm 
from  improper  interference  with  the  industry  of  the 
people,  and  withhold  inducements  to  improridail 
dealings  on  the  part  of  individuals ;  to  give  stibilitr 
to  the  concerns  of  the  Treasury :  to  preserre  th 
measures  of  the  Government  &om  the  unaroidible 
reproaches  that  fiow  from  such  a  connection,  and  tbc 
banks  themselves  from  the  injurious  effects  ottssf- 
poeed  participation  in  the  political  conflicts  of  tk 
day,  irom  which  they  will  otherwise  find  it  difficult 
toescapo. 

These  are  my  views  upon  this  important  sd)ject; 
formed  alter  careful  reflection,  and  with  so  desst 
but  to  arrive  at  what  is  most  likely  to  promote  the 
public  interest  They  are  now,  as  they  wsK  befn^ 
submitted  with  unfeigned  deference  for  the  opinio* 
of  others.  It  was  hardly  to  be  hoped  thatduiigB 
so  important,  on  a  subject  so  interesting,  could  be 
made  without  producing  a  serious  direnaty  of  opii' 
ion ;  but  so  long  as  those  conflicting  ricws  ire  kept 
above  the  influence  of  individual  or  local  interttU; 
so  long  as  they  pursue  only  the  general  good,  md 
are  discussed  with  moderation  and  candor,  ndi  • 
divenity  is  a  benefit,  not  an  iiyury.  If  a  i^joiitj 
at  Congress  see  tiie  public  weliare  in  a  dUtetert 
light ;  and  mote  espeically  if  they  should  be  s«tMed 
that  the  measure  proposed  would  not  be  acceptable 
to  the  people ;  I  shall  look  to  their  wisdom  to  sui- 
stitute  sudh  as  may  be  more  conducive  to  theose, 
and  more  satisfactory  to  the  other.  In  any  etail, 
they  may  ctmfidentiy  rely  on  my  hearty  aM>pertti» 
to  the  fullest  extent,  which  my  views  of  the  eta* 
tution  and  my  sense  of  duty  will  permit 

It  is  obviously  important  to  this  brand  of  to 
public  service,  and  to  tiie  business  and  quiet  of  v" 
country,  that  the  whole  sulject  should  in  some  «V 
be  settied  and  regulated  by  law ;  and,  if  posaWe,  at 
your  present  session.  Bendcs  the  plans  »^^^'^ 
red  to,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  one  has  been  6>«P* 
ed,  except  that  of  keeping  the  public  money  in  l» 
Stote  banks  in  special  deposit.  This  plan  is,  to  BOne 
extent,  m  accordance  with  the  practice  of  "''  "^ 
emment,  and  witii  the  present  arrangement  rf  ™ 
Treasury  Department ;  whicl^  except,  perhapa,  dm^ 
the  operation  of  the  late  deposit  act,  has  "^"^  .°^ 
allowed,  even  during  the  existence  of  a  Nw™^ 
Bank,  to  make  a  temporary  use  of  the  State  Ijm^ 
in  particular  places,  for  the  safe-keeping  of  pora™ 
of  tiie  revenue.  This  discretionary  power  n)«M  »« 
continued,  if  Congress  deem  it  desitaUe,  *"" 
general  system  be  adopted.  So  long  '^^f^^ 
tion  is  voluntary,  we  need  perhaps  '°"'''1''T„-, 
of  those  difficulties,  and  little  of  that  '•^"^fj 
an  the  banks,  which  must  attoid  eveiy  awa  cems- 
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tkm  when  eompnlaory  in  its  natnre,  and  when  so 
arranged  as  to  make  tiie  basks  a  fixed  part  of  the 
maet&eiy  of  GoTermnent.  It  is  undoubtedly  in 
the  power  of  Congress,  so  to  regulate  and  guard  it 
M  to  prevent  the  public  monej  from  being  applied 
to  ttie  use,  or  intermingled  with  the  affiuts,  of  indi- 
'▼idoals.  Thus  arranged,  although  it  would  not  gire 
to  the  Ooremment  that  entire  control  orer  its  own 
fonda  which  I  desire  to  secure  to  it  by  the  plan  I 
haTe  proposed,  it  would,  it  must  be  admitted,  in  a 
greaX  d^ree,  accomplish  one  of  the  objects  which 
has  Noommended  that  plan  to  my  judgment — the 
separation  of  the  fiscal  oonoems  of  the  uoTemment 
fVwB  tliose  of  IndiTiduala  or  ootpotations.  With 
tfieae  obeerrationa,  I  recommend  the  whole  matter  to 
]>oar  dispassionate  reflection ;  confidently  hoping  that 
some  conclusion  may  be  reached  by  your  delibera- 
tions, which,  on  the  one  hand,  shall  giro  safety  and 
stability  to  tlie  fiscal  operations  of  the  QoTemment, 
snd  be  consistent  on  the  other,  with  the  genius  of 
otir  institationg,  and  with  the  interests  and  wishes  of 
Hxe  great  mass  of  our  constituents. 

It  was  my  hope  that  nothing  would  occur  to  make 
necessary,  on  this  occasion,  any  allusion  to  the  la(e 
Kational  Bank.  There  are  circumstances,  however, 
eonaected  with  the  present  state  of  its  affiuts,  that 
bear  so  directly  on  the  character  of  the  Government 
and  the  welfare  of  the  dtizen,  that  I  should  not  feel 
myself  excused  in  neglecting  to  notice  them.  The 
durter  which  terminated  its  banking  privileges,  on 
Ae  fourth  of  Uarch,  1886,  continued  its  corporate 
powers  two  years  more,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  dos- 
ing its  af&irs,  with  authority  "  to  use  the  corpo- 
rate name,  style,  and  capadty,  for  the  purpose  of  suits 
for  a  final  settlement  and  Uquidstion  of  tiie  alBurs 
amd  acts  of  the  corporation,  and  for  the  sale  and  dis- 
position of  their  estate,  real,  personal,  and  mixed,  but 
fbr  no  other  purpose  or  in  any  other  manner  whatso- 
ever." Just  before  tiie  banking  privileges  ceased,  its 
eflSwts  were  transferred  by  the  bank  to  a  new  State 
iostitiition  then  recently  incorporated,  in  trust,  for  the 
ffisdiarge  of  its  debts,  and  the  settlement  of  its  afiUrs. 
With  tuis  trustee,  by  authority  of  Congress,  an  ad- 
joetment  was  subsequently  made  of  the  large  interest 
which  the  Government  had  in  the  stodc  of  the  in- 
slitotkm.  The  manner  in  which  a  trust  unexpect- 
edly created  npon  the  act  granting  the  charter, 
and  involving  such  great  public  interests,  has  been 
executed,  would,  under  any  circumstances,  be  a  fit 
subject  of  inquiry ;  but  much  more  does  it  deserve 
yoor  attention,  when  it  embraces  the  redemption  of 
oUigationa  to  which  the  authority  and  credit  of  the 
United  States  have  given  value.  The  two  years  al- 
lowed are  now  nearly  at  an  end.  It  is  well  understood 
that  the  trustee  has  not  redeemed  and  cancelled  the 
ootstanding  notes  of  the  bank,  but  has  reissued,  and 
is  actually  reissuing,  since  the  third  of  March,  1886, 
tiie  notes  whk:h  have  been  recdved  by  it  to  a  vast 
amount.  Aeoording  to  its  own  official  statement,  so 
late  as  the  first  of  October  last,  nineteen  months  after 
the  banking  privileges  given  by  the  charter  had  exinr- 
ed,  it  had  under  its  contnd  uncancelled  notes  of  the 
bte  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  twenty- 
seven  millions  five  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand 
dgfat  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars,  of  which  dx  mil- 
lions one  hundred  and  seventy 4ve  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nxty-one  dollars  were  in  actual  drculation, 
(me  million  four  hundred  and  dxty-eight  thousand  six 
imndred  and  twenty4«ven  doUan  at  State  bank  agen- 
cies, and  three  miliions  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
aiaetydoUai8tn(r(m*t<t>;  tiinashoiring  that  upwards 


of  ten  millions  and  a  half  of  the  notesof  theoldbank 
were  then  stilt  kept  outstanding.  The  impropriety  of 
this  procedure  is  obvious :  it  being  the  duty  of  the 
trustee  to  cancel  and  not  to  put  forth  the  notes  of  an 
institution,  whose  concerns  it  bad  undertaken  to 
wind  up.  If  the  trustee  has  a  right  to  reissue  these 
notes  now,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  it  may  not  con- 
tinue to  do  so  after  the  expiration  of  the  two  years. 
As  no  one  could  have  antidpated  a  course  so  extra- 
ordinary, the  prohibitory  clause  of  the  charter  above 
quoted  was  not  accompanied  by  any  penalty  or  other 
q)ecial  provision  for  enforcing  it ;  nor  have  we  any 
general  law  for  the  preventioa  of  similar  acts  in 
Aiture. 

But  it  is  not  in  this  view  of  the  subject  alone  that 
your  Interpodtion  is  required.  The  United  States,  in 
settling  with  the  trustee  for  their  stock,  have  with- 
drawn their  funds  from  their  former  direct  liability  to 
the  creditors  of  the  old  bank,  yet  notes  of  the  insti- 
tution continue  to  be  sent  forth  in  its  name,  and  ap- 
parenUy  upon  tiie  authority  of  the  United  States. 
The  transactions  connected  with  the  employment  ot 
the  bills  of  the  old  bank  are  ci  vast  extent ;  and 
should  they  result  unfortunately,  the  interest  of  in- 
dividuals may  be  deeply  compromised.  Without 
undertaking  to  dedde  now  far,  or  in  what  form,  if 
any,  the  trustee  could  be  made  liable  for  notes  wUch 
contain  no  obligation  on  its  part ;  or  the  old  bank, 
for  such  as  are  put  in  cireulation  after  the  expiration 
of  its  charter,  and  without  its  authority ;  or  the  Gov- 
ernment for  indemnity,  in  case  of  loss,  the  question 
still  presses  itself  upon  your  consideration,  whether 
it  is  consistent  with  duty  and  good  iiuth  on  the  part 
of  the  GovoTiment,  to  witness  this  proceeding  with- 
out a  single  effort  to  arrest  it. 

The  report  of  the  Commisdoner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  which  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  will  show  how  the  e^rs 
of  that  office  have  been  conducted  for  the  past  year. 
The  disposition  of  the  puUic  lands  is  one  of  the  most 
important  trusts  confided  to  Congress.  The  practi- 
cability of  retaining  the  titie  and  control  of  such  ex- 
tendve  domains  in  the  General  Government,  and  at 
the  same  time  admitting  the  Territories  embracing 
them  into  the  Federal  Union  as  co-equals  with  the 
original  States,  was  seriously  doubted  by  many  of 
our  wisest  statesmen.  All  feared  that  tiiey  would 
become  a  source  of  discord,  and  many  carried  their 
apprehenmons  so  far  as  to  see  in  them  the  seeds  of  a 
fbture  dissolution  of  the  Confederacy.  But  happily 
oar  experience  has  already  been  sufficient  to  quiet,  in 
a  great  degree,  all  such  apprehendons.  The  pod- 
tion,  at  one  time  assumed — that  the  admisdon  of 
new  States  into  the  Union  on  the  ssme  footing  with 
the  original  States,  was  incompatible  with  a  ri^t  of 
soil  in  the  United  States,  and  operated  as  a  surrender 
thereof,  notwitiistanding  the  terms  of  the  compacts 
by  which  their  admisdon  was  designed  to  be  regu- 
lated— has  been  wisely  abandoned.  Whether  in  the 
new  or  the  old  States,  all  now  apee  that  the  right 
of  soil  to  the  public  lands  remams  in  the  Federal 
Government,  and  that  these  lands  constitute  a  com- 
mon property,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  common 
benefit  of  all  the  States,  old  and  new.  Acquiescence 
in  this  just  prindple  by  the  people  of  the  new  States 
has  naturally  promoted  a  disposition  to  adopt  Uie 
most  liberal  policy  in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 
A  policy  which  should  be  limited  to  the  mere  object 
of  sdling  the  lands  for  the  greatest  poedble  sum  of 
money,  without  regard  to  higher  condderations,  finds 
bat  few  advocates.    On  the  contrary,  it  is  generally 
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conceded,  that  irhilst  the  mode  of  deposition  adopted 
by  the  Government,  should  always  be  a  prudent  one, 
yet  its  leading  object  ought  to  be  the  early  settle- 
ment and  cultiration  of  the  lands  sold ;  and  that  it 
should  discountenance,  if  it  cannot  prevent,  the  ac- 
cumulation of  large  tracts  in  the  same  hands,  which 
must  necessarily  retard  the  growth  of  the  New  States, 
or  entail  upon  them  a  dependent  tenantry,  and  its 
attendant  evils. 

A  question  embracing  snch  important  interests, 
and  so  well  calculated  to  enlist  the  feelings  of  the 
people  in  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  has  very  nat- 
urally pvcn  rise  to  numerous  plans  for  the  improve- 
ment of  die  existing  system.  The  distinctive  fea- 
tures of  the  policy  that  has  hitherto  prevailed,  are,  to 
dispose  of  tnc  public  lands  at  moderate  prices,  thus 
enabling  a  greater  nnmber  to  enter  into  competition 
for  their  purchase,  and  accomplishing  a  double  object 
of  promoting  their  rapid  settlement  by  the  pur- 
chasers, and  at  the  same  time  increasing  the  receipts 
of  the  Treasury ;  to  sell  for  cash,  thereby  preventing 
the  disturbing  influence  of  a  large  mass  of  privote 
dtizens  indebted  to  the  Government,  which  they 
have  a  voice  In  controlling;  to  bring  them  into 
mai^et  no  faster  than  good  lands  are  supposed  to  be 
wanted  for  improvements,  thereby  preventing  the  ac- 
cumulation of  large  tracts  in  few  hands;  and  to 
apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  to  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  Government;  thus  diminishing  the 
amount  to  be  raised  from  the  people  of  the  States  by 
taxation,  and  ^ving  each  State  its  portion  of  the 
benefits  to  be  derved  from  this  common  fund  In  a 
manner  the  most  quiet,  and  at  the  same  time,  pet^ 
haps,  the  most  equitable,  that  can  be  devised.  These 
provisions,  with  occasional  enactments  in  behalf  of 
special  interests  deemed  entitled  to  the  favor  of  the 
Government,  have,  in  their  execution,  produced  results 
08  beneficial  upon  the  whole  as  could  reasonably  be 
expected  in  a  matter  so  vast,  so  complicated,  and  so 
exciting.  Upwards  of  seventy  millions  of  acres  have 
been  sold,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  believed  to 
have  been  purchased  for  actual  settlement.  The  pop- 
nlation  of  the  new  States  and  Territories  created 
out  of  the  public  domain,  increased  between  1800 
and  18S0  (h)m  less  than  sixty  thousand  to  upwards 
of  two  millions  three  hundred  thousand  souls,  consti- 
tuting, at  the  latter  period,  about  one-fiflh  of  tiie 
whole  people  of  the  United  States.  The  increase 
nnce  cannot  be  accurately  known,  but  the  whole 
may  now  be  safely  estimated  at  over  three  and  a  half 
millions  of  souls ;  composing  nine  States,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  which  constitute  above  one-third  of  the 
Senate  and  over  one-sixth  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States. 

Thus  has  been  formed  a  body  of  free  and  Independ- 
ent landholders,  with  a  rapi^ty  unequalled  In  the 
history  of  mankind ;  and  this  great  result  has  been 
produced  without  leaving  any  thing  for  future  adjust- 
ment between  the  Government  and  its  citizens.  The 
system  under  which  so  much  has  been  accomplished 
cannot  be  intrinsically  bad,  and  with  occadon^  mod- 
ifications, to  correct  abuses  and  adapt  it  to  changes 
of  circumstances,  may,  I  think,  be  safely  trusted  for 
the  future.  There  is,  in  the  management  of  such 
extensive  interests,  much  virtue  in  stability,  and  al- 
though great  and  obvious  improvements  should  not 
be  declined,  changes  should  never  be  made  without 
the  fullest  examination,  and  the  clearest  demonstra- 
tion of  their  practical  utility.  In  the  history  of  the 
past,  we  have  an  asssurance  that  this  safe  role  of 
action  will  not  be  departed  from  in  relation  to  the  I 


public  lands;  nor  is  it  believed  that  tiijiiiicilj 
exists  for  interfering  with  the  fundamental  piiM^ 
of  the  system,  or  that  the  public  mind,  even  ii  d» 
new  States,  is  desirous  of  any  radical  altentioiii 
On  tho  contrary,  the  general  disposition  ^ipeui  tt 
be,  to  make  such  modifications  and  additions  onlj  ai 
will  the  more  efiectually  carry  out  the  original  poBcf 
of  filling  our  new  States  and  Territories  with  an  it- 
dustrious  and  independent  population. 

The  modification  most  perseveringly  pressed  ipal 
Congress,  which  has  occupied  so  much  of  its  timt  &c 
years  past,  and  will  probably  do  so  for  a  long  time  It 
come,  if  not  sooner  satisfactorily  a4}USted,  b  *  Rd» 
tion  in  the  cost  of  such  portions  of  the  public  \aik 
as  are  ascertained  to  be  unsalable  at  the  nte  w* 
established  by  law,  and  a  graduation,  accocdfaig  ta 
then-  relative  vahie,  of  the  prices  at  which  thejn; 
hereafter  be  sold.  It  is  worthy  of  oonaidenliai 
whether  justice  may  not  be  done  to  every  mteratii 
this  matter,  and  a  vexed  question  set  at  rest,  pethp 
forever,  by  are  asonable  com|xt>miee  of  canflirtii( 
opinions.  Hitherto,  after  being  ofiered  tt  pabGt 
sale,  lands  have  been  disposed  of  at  one  sniion 
I«ice,  whatever  difTcrenee  there  might  be  in  tlier 
intrinsic  value.  The  leading  considerations  mged  it 
favor  of  the  measure  referred  to  are,  that  in  tlaori 
all  the  land  districts,  and  particokrly  in  thoae  it 
which  the  lands  have  been  long  surveyed  md  or 
poaed  to  sale,  there  are  still  reinamiiig  dbbchmi  tal 
large  tracts  of  every  gradation  of  value,  fitn  At 
Government  price  downwards;  that  tbetehndtfl 
not  be  purchased  at  the  Government  price,  to  lea;  » 
better  can  be  conveniently  obtained  for  the  bbi 
amount ;  that  there  are  large  tracts  which  even  te 
improvements  of  the  adjacent  lands  will  never  nJK 
to  that  price ;  and  tliat  the  present  uniform  poet, 
combined  with  their  irrisgalar  value,  opentc*  tt 
prevent  a  desirable  compactness  of  settlement  in  tkt 
new  States,  to  retard  the  full  development  of  tW 
wise  policy  on  which  our  land  system  is  fbuiKle^  tt 
the  injury  not  only  of  the  several  States  wliere  tht 
lands  lie,  but  of  the  United  States  as  a  whole. 

The  remedy  proposed  has  been  a  redoctioo  <t 
prices  according  to  the  length  of  time  the  hods  kM 
been  in  market,  wiAout  reference  to  any  other  9- 
cnmstances.  The  certainty  that  the  efflux  rf  ti« 
would  not  always  in  such  cases,  and  perhaps  not  cw* 
generally,  furnish  a  true  criterion  of  valne;  andtb 
probability  that  persons  residing  in  the  Tidaity,  > 
the  period  for  the  reduction  of  prices  t|>|irotcled, 
woidd  postpone  purchases  they  would  o«h«^ 
make,  for  the  purpose  of  availing  themselves  of  tie 
lower  price,  vrith  other  oonsideratians  of  a  Biiiil« 
character,  have  hitherto  been  Bnccessfnlly  v^  ^ 
defeat  the  graduation  upon  time. 

May  not  all  reasonable  deores  upon  this  Bolject  bt 

satisfied  without  encountering  any  of  these  t^e^ 

tionsf    All  will  concede  the  abstract  principle, » 

the  price  of  the  public  lands  dicMd  be  pcopoitioito 

to  their  relatiTe  value,  so  far  as  that  can  be  tew^ 

plisbed  without  departmg  ftcm  tlie  rule  bereiowt 

observed,  requiring  fixed  prices  in  cases  of  pn'* 

entries.    The  difflculty  of  the  su^ect  seems  to  Beii 

the  mode  of  ascertaining  what  that  valoe  it.    ^'^ 

not  the  safiest  i^  be  that  a4iich  has  been  ada|itM 

by  many  of  the  States  as  Uie  basis  of  taxatii»-« 

actual  valuation  of  lands,  and  dassificatiai  <^\^ 

into  diflbrent  rates?     Would  it  not  be  l"*^"* 
and  expedient  to  cause  the  rdative  value  of  the  puse 

lands  in  the  old  districts,  which  have  been  for  a  «r- 
tafai  taigth  of  time  inmaiket,to  be  tp|»iise<l, » 
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daased  into  two  or  more  rates  below  the  present 
minimmn  price,  by  the  officers  now  employed  in  this 
braixdi  of  the  public  service,  or  in  any  other  mode 
deemed  preferable,  and  to  make  those  prices  perma- 
nent, if  upon  the  coming  in  of  tiie  report  they  shall 
prove  satisfactory  to  Congress  ?  Cannot  all  the  ob- 
jects of  graduation  be  accomplished  in  ^s  way,  and 
the  objections  which  have  hitherto  been  nrged  against 
it  cease  ?  It  would  seem  to  me  that  such  a  step  as 
{be  Testriction  of  the  sales  to  limited  quantities,  and 
for  actual  improvement,  would  be  free  &om  all  Just 
exception. 

By  the  foil  exposition  of  the  value  of  the  lands 
Ana  furnished  and  extensively  promulgated,  persons 
living  at  a  distance  wonld  be  informed  of  their  true 
conditio^n,  and  enabled  to  enter  into  competition  with 
those  reisiding  in  the  vicinity ;  the  means  of  aoquii^ 
ing  an  independent  home  would  be  brought  within 
the  reach  of  many  who  are  unable  to  purcliase  at 
present  prices;  the  population  of  the  new  States 
wonld  he  made  more, compact,  and  large  tracts  would 
be  sold  which  would  otherwise  remain  on  hand  ;  not 
only  would  the  land  be  brought  wittiin  the  means  of 
a  larger  nimiber  of  purchasers,  but  many  persons  pos- 
semed  of  greater  means  would  be  content  to  settle  on 
•  larger  quantity  of  the  poorer  lands,  rather  than 
emigrate  further  west  in  pursuit  of  a  smaller  quantity 
of  better  lands.  Such  a  measure  would  also  seem  to 
be  more  consistent  with  the  policy  of  the  existing 
Utws — ^that  of  oonverting  the  public  domain  into  cut 
tivated  farms  owned  by  their  occupants.  That  policy 
H  not  best  promoted  by  sending  emigation  up  the 
almost  interminable  streams  of  lie  West,  to  occupy 
in  groups  the  best  spots  of  land,  leaving  immense 
wastes  behind  them,  and  enlarging  the  irontiCT  be- 
yond the  means  of  their  Government  to  afford  it  ade- 
<]uate  protection ;  but  in  encouraging  it  to  occupy, 
witii  reasonable  denseness,  the  territory  over  which 
it  advances,  and  find  its  best  defence  in  the  compact 
front  which  it  presents  to  the  Indian  tribes.  Many 
of  yon  will  bring  to  the  consideraton  of  the  subject 
the  advantages  of  local  knowledge  and  greater  expe- 
rience, and  all  will  be  desirous  of  making  an  early 
and  final  disposition  of  every  disturbing  question  in 
fegard  to  this  important  interest.  If  these  sugges- 
tions shall  in  any  degree  contribute  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  so  important  a  result,  it  will  Mford  me 
rinoere  satisfaction. 

In  some  sections  of  the  country,  most  of  the  public 
lands  have  been  sold,  and  the  registers  and  receivers 
have  very  little  to  do.  It  is  a  subject  worthy  of 
inquiry  whether,  in  many  cases,  two  or  more  districts 
may  not  be  consolidated,  and  the  number  of  persons 
employed  in  this  bumness  considerably  reduced.  In- 
deed, the  time  will  come  when  it  will  be  the  true 
policy  of  the  General  Government,  as  to  some  of  the 
States,  to  transfer  to  them,  for  a  reasonable  equiva- 
lent, all  the  refuse  and  unsold  lands,  and  to  withdraw 
fte  machinery  of  Ihe  federal  land  offices  altogether. 
ASi  who  take  a  comprehensive  view  of  our  federal 
system,  and  believe  that  one  of  its  greatest  excellen- 
ces consists  in  interfering  as  little  as  possiUe  with 
the  internal  concerns  of  the  States,  look  forward  with 
great  interest  to  this  result 

A  modification  of  the  existing  laws  in  respect  to 
the  prices  of  the  public  lands,  might  also  have  a 
favorable  influence  on  the  legislation-  of  Congress,  in 
relation  to  another  branch  of  the  subject.  If  any  who 
have  not  the  ability  to  buy  at  present  prices,  settle  on 
those  lands,  with  the  hope  of  acquiring  from  thdr 
eulUvation  the  means  of  porchasiog  under  pre-emp- 


tion laws,  from  time  to  time  passed  by  Congress. 
For  this  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  United 
States,  they  'excuse  themselves  under  the  plea  of 
their  own  necessities ;  the  fact  that  they  dispossess 
nobody,  and  only  enter  upon  the  waste  domain; 
that  they  pve  additional  value  to  the  public  lands  in 
their  vicinity,  and  their  intention  ultimately  to  pay 
the  Government  price.  So  much  weight  has  from 
time  to  time  been  attached  to  these  considerations, 
that  Congress  have  passed  laws  giving  actual  settiers 
on  tiie  public  lands  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  the 
tracts  occupied  by  them  at  the  minimum  price. 
These  laws  have  in  all  instances  been  retrospective 
in  their  operation ;  but  in  a  few  years  after  their 
passage,  crowds  of  new  settieis  have  been  found  on 
the  public  luids,  for  sinylar  reasons,  and  under  like 
expectations,  who  have  been  indulged  with  the  same 
privileges.  This  course  of  legislation  tends  to  im- 
pair public  respect  for  the  laws  of  the  country. 
Either  the  laws  to  prevent  intrusion  upon  the  pnbUc 
lands  should  bo  executed,  or,  if  that  should  be  im- 
practicable or  inexpedient,  they  should  be  modified 
or  repealed.  If  the  public  lands  are  to  be  considered 
as  open  to  be  occupied  by  any,  they  should,  by  law, 
be  thrown  open  to  all.  That  which  is  intended, 
in  all  instances,  to  be  legalized,  should  at  once  be 
made  legal,  that  those  who  are  disposed  to  conform 
to  the  laws  may  enjoy  at  least  equal  privileges  with 
those  who  are  not  But  it  is  not  believed  to  be  tte 
di^Misition  of  Congress  to  open  the  public  lands  to 
occupancy  without  regular  entries  and  payment  of  tbo 
Government  price,  as  such  a  course  must  tend  to 
worse  evils  tiian  the  credit  system,  which  it  was 
found  necessary  to  abolish.  It  would  seem,  there- 
fore, to  be  the  part  of  wisdom  and  sound  policy  to 
remove,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  causes  whidi  pro- 
duce intrusions  upon  the  public  lands,  and  then  take 
efficient  steps  to  prevent  them  In  future.  Would 
any  single  measure  be  so  effective  in  removing  all 
plauidble  grounds  for  those  intruaons  as  the  gradua- 
tion of  price  already  suggested  f  A  short  period  of 
industry  and  economy  in  any  part  of  our  country 
would  enable  the  poorest  citizen  to  accumulate  the 
means  to  buy  him  a  home  at  the  lower  prices,  and 
leave  him  without  apology  for  settling  on  lands  not 
his  own.  If  he  did  not,  under  such  circumstances, 
he  would  enlist  no  sympathy  in  his  favor ;  and  the 
laws  would  be  readily  executed  without  doing  vio- 
lence to  public  opinion. 

A  large  portion  of  our  citizens  have  seated  them- 
selves on  the  public  lands,  without  authority,  since 
the  paiBage  of  the  last  pre-emption  law,  and  now  ask 
the  enactment  of  another  to  enable  them  to  retain 
the  lands  occupied,  upon  payment  of  the  minimum 
Government  price.  They  ask  that  which  has  been 
repeatedly  granted  before.  If  the  future  may  be 
Judged  of  by  the  past,  littie  harm  can  be  done  to  the 
interests  of  the  Treasury  by  yielding  to  their  request 
Upon  a  critical  examination,  it  is  found  that  the 
lands  sold  at  the  public  sales  since  the  introduction 
of  cash  payments  in  1820,  have  produced,  on  an 
average,  the  net  rev«iue  of  only  six  cents  an  acre 
more  than  the  minimum  Government  price.  There 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  future  sales  will  be  more 
productive.  The  Government,  therefore,  has  no  ade- 
quate pecuniary  interest  to  induce  it  to  drive  these 
people  ttom  the  lands  they  occupy,  for  the  pvpoae 
of  selling  them  to  others. 

Snteruining  these  views,  I  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  a  pre-emption  law  for  their  benefit,  in  con- 
nMtion  wiUi  the  preparatory  steps  toward  the  gtod- 
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mtion  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  further 
and  more  eSectoal  proTisioiia  to  prevent  intruaons 
hneafter.  Indulgence  to  those  who  have  settled  on 
these  lands  with  expectations  that  past  legislation 
would  be  made  a  rtUe  for  the  future,  and  at  the  same 
time  removing  the  most  plausible  ground  on  which 
iotnisions  were  excused,  and  adopting  more  efficient 
means  to  prevent  them  hereafter,  appear  to  mo  the 
most  judicious  disposition  which  can  be  made  of  this 
diffionlt  sutject.  The  limitations  and  restrictions  to 
guard  against  abuses  in  the  execution  of  a  pre-emp- 
tion law,  will  necessarily  attract  the  careful  attention 
of  Congress ;  but  under  no  circunetanoes  is  it  con- 
aiderad  expedient  to  authorize  floating  claims  in  any 
abape.  They  have  been  heretofore,  and  doubtless 
wo^d  be  hereafter,  most  proljfic  sources  of  baud  and 
oppiesnon,  and  instead  of  operating  to  confer  the 
&Tor  of  the  Government  on  industrious  settlers, 
are  often  used  only  to  minister  to  a  spirit  of  cupid- 
ity at  the  expense  of  the  most  meritorious  of  that 


The  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
will  bring  to  your  view  the  state  of  the  Army,  an4 
all  the  vuious  subjects  confided  to  the  superintend- 
enoe  of  that  officer. 

The  principal  part  of  the  Army  has  been  concen- 
trated in  Florida,  with  a  view,  and  in  the  expecta- 
tion, of  bringing  the  war  in  that  Territory  to  a 
qMedy  dose.  The  necessity  of  stripping  &e  posts 
on  the  maritime  and  inland  frontiers  of  their  entire 
garrisons,  for  the  purpose  of  assembling  in  the  field 
an  army  of  less  thui  four  thousand  men,  would  seem 
to  indicate  the  necessity  of  increasing  our  tegular 
farces ;  and  the  superior  efficiency,  as  well  as  greatly 
diminished  expense  of  that  description  of  troops, 
rtocoimend  this  measure  as  one  of  economy  as  well 
as  of  expediency.  I  refer  to  the  report  for  the  rea- 
sons which  have  induced  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
Bige  the  reorganization  and  enlargement  of  the  staff 
of  the  Army,  and  of  the  ordnance  corps,  in  which  I 
ftdly  coDour. 

It  is  not,  however,  compatible  with  the  interest  of 
the  people  to  maintain,  in  time  of  peace,  a  regular 
fcroe  adequate  to  the  defence  of  our  extensive  fron- 
tia«.  In  periods  of  danger  and  alarm,  we  must  rely 
principally  upon  a  well-organized  militia ;  and  some 
general  arrangement  that  will  render  this  description 
of  force  more  efficient,  Iws  long  been  a  sulyect  of 
anxious  solicitude.  It  was  recommended  to  the  first 
Congress  by  General  Washington,  and  has  been  since 
flrequendy  brought  to  your  notice,  and  recently  its 
inportance  stron^y  urged  by  my  immediate  prede- 
oeasor.  The  provision  of  the  constitution  that  renders 
it  necessary  to  adopt  a  uniform  system  of  organiza- 
tion for  the  militia  throughout  the  United  States,  prs- 
■ents  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  an  effident  ar- 
rangement by  the  classification  heretofore  i»opcsed, 
and  I  invite  your  attention  to  the  plan  which  will  be 
submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  organizar 
tion  of  volunteer  corps,  and  the  instruction  of  militia 
offiocrs,  as  more  simple  and  practicable,  if  not  equally 
advantageous,  as  a  general  arrangement  of  the  whcde 
militia  of  the  United  Sutes. 

A  moderate  increase  of  the  corps,  both  of  military 
and  topograi^iical  engineem,  has  been  more  than 
ODoe  recommended  by  my  predecessor;  and  my  oon- 
vietion  of  the  propriety,  not  to  say  neceaaty,  of  tiie 
measure,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  vari- 
ous and  important  duties  imposed  upon  them,  in- 
duces me  to  repeat  the  recommendation. 

13m  Military  Aoademy  ciontinnaa  to  aniwer  all  the 


purposes  of  its  establishment,  and  not  only  funiikei 
well-educated  officers  to  the  Army,  but  serret  tt 
difiiise  throughout  the  mass  of  our  citizens  indifid- 
uals  possessed  of  military  knowledge,  and  the  adenti- 
fie  attainments  of  civil  and  military  engineering,  At 
present,  the  cadet  is  bound,  with  consent  of  liii 
parents  or  guardians,  to  remain  in  service  firs  yew 
from  the  period  of  bis  enlistment,  unless  sooner  dit- 
charged ;  thus  exacting  only  one  year's  service  in  tbe 
Army  after  lus  education  is  completed.  This  doe4 
not  appear  to  me  sufficient.  Government  ou^t  to 
command  for  a  longer  period  tho  services  of  thoae 
who  are  educated  at  the  public  expense ;  and  1  re- 
commend that  the  time  of  enlistment  be  extended  to 
seven  years,  and  the  terns  of  the  engagement  itiicdf 
enforced. 

The  creation  of  a  national  foundry  for  cannoi,  to 
be  common  to  the  service  of  the  Aimy  and  N>*y 
of  the  United  States,  has  been  heretofore  reooD- 
mended,  and  ai^iears  to  be  required  in  order  to  plioe 
our  ordsiance  on  an  equal  footing  with  that  of  other 
countries,  and  to  eiuible  that  branch  of  the  senile  to 
control  the  prices  of  those  articles;,  and  graduate  tlie 
rappliee  to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  as  veil  u 
to  regulate  their  quality  and  ensure  their  unifoou^. 
The  same  reasons  induce  me  to  recommend  the  er(^ 
don  of  a  manufactory  of  gunpowder,  to  be  unde  the 
direction  of  the  Ordnance  office.  The  establiehnuBt 
of  a  manufactory  of  small  aims  west  of  the  Alle^uiqr 
mountains,  upon  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Secntiij 
of  War,  will  contribute  to  extend  thronghoiit  tlal 
coimtry  tho  improvements  which  exist  in  cstaiili^ 
ments  of  a  similar  description  in  the  AUantic  Stalei, 
and  tend  to  a  much  more  economical  distributioa  of 
tiie  armament  required  in  the  western  portion  of  ov 
Union. 

The  system  of  removing  the  Indians  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  commenced  by  Mr.  Jefferon,  in  ISOi, 
has  been  steiulily  persevered  in  by  every  succeoiig 
President,  and  may  beconudered  the  settied  polic; 
of  the  country.  Unconnected  at  first  with  any  veil- 
defined  system  for  their  improvement,  the  induct' 
ments  held  out  to  the  Indians  were  confined  to  tit 
greater  abimdanoe  of  game  to  be  foimd  in  tbe  Wctf; 
but  when  the  beneficial  effects  of  their  removal  vere 
made  apparent,  a  more  philanthropic  and  enligbtcsed 
policy  was  adopted,  in  puchasing  their  lands  ettt  rf 
the  Mississippi.  Liberal  prices  were  given,  and  pM- 
visions  inserted  in  all  the  treaties  with  them,  iat^ 
application  of  tbe  fimds  tiiey  received  in  eichoge, 
to  sudi  purposes  as  were  best  calculated  to  prcmote 
their  present  welfare,  and  advance  their  future  (i<3- 
ization.  These  measures  have  been  attended  Ihu 
far  with  the  happiest  results. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  referring  to  tho  report  of  the 
Commissiouer  of  Indian  Affairs,  that  the  most  tu- 
guine  expectations  of  the  friends  and  promotea 
of  this  system  have  been  realized.  The  Chocttn, 
Cherokees,  and  other  tribes  that  first  emigrated  ll^ 
yond  the  Mississippi,  have,  for  the  most  ^urt,  ibu- 
doned  the  hunter  state,  and  become  cultivaton  a 
the  soil.  The  improvement  in  their  condition  bi> 
been  rapid,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  are  sov 
fitted  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  simple  fonn  of 
government,  which  has  been  submitted  to  them 
and  received  their  sanction ;  and  I  cannot  tw 
strongly  urge  this  subject  upon  the  attention  a 
Congress. 

Stipulations  have  been  made  with  aB  the  ui»o 
tribes  to  remove  them  beyond  tho  Mississippi,  <*' 
oept  with  the  band  of  the  Wyandotts,  the  Su  it- 
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Hooa  in  New  York,  the  Heaomoaees,  Muidaiig  and 
Btookbridges  in  Wiaoonain,  and  Miamiei  in  In- 
diana. With  all  but  the  Uenomoneea,  it  is  ez- 
rted  that  arrangements  for  their  emigration  will 
completed  the  present  year.  The  resistance 
which  has  been  opposed  to  their  remoTal  by  some 
ef  tlie  tribes,  even  after  treaties  had  been  made 
with  them  to  that  effect,  has  arisen  from  Tarions 
eauaes,  operating  differently  on  each  of  them.  In 
'Woet  instances  they  have  been  instigated  to  resist- 
*noe  by  persons  to  whom  the  trade  with  them  and 
the  acquisition  of  their  annnities  were  important ; 
snd  in  some  by  the  personal  influence  of  interested 
ehieiSi.  These  obstwsles  must  be  overcome ;  for  the 
OoTcmmeBt  cannot  relinquish  the  execution  of  this 
policy  without  sacrifidng  important  interests,  and 
abendoBing  the  tribes  remuning  east  of  the  Missis- 
tipfi  to  certain  destruction, 

TIm  decrease  in  nambers  of  the  tribes  within  the 
Boiits  of  the  States  and  Territories  has  been  most 
ispid.  If  they  be  removed,  they  can  be  protected 
from  those  aasociations  and  evil  practices  which 
exert  so  pernicious  and  destructive  an  influence 
over  their  destiniea.  They  can  be  induced  to 
kbor,  and  to  aoqidre  property,  and  its  acquisitioa 
win  inspire  them  with  a  feeling  of  independence. 
Their  minds  can  be  cultivated,  and  they  can  be 
tooght  the  value  of  salutary  and  uniform  laws,  and 
be  made  sensible  of  the  blessings  of  free  gorem- 
ment,  and  capable  of  enjoying  its  advantages.  In 
the  possession  of  property,  knowledge,  and  a  good 
government,  fi?ee  to  give  what  direction  they  please 
to  their  labor,  and  sharers  in  the  legislation  by 
wUch  their  persons  and  the  profits  of  their  indus- 
try are  to  be  protected  and  secured,  they  will  have 
•n  ever-present  conviction  of  the  importance  of 
onion,  of  peace  among  themselves,  and  of  the 
preservation  of  amicable  relations  with  us.  The 
mterests  of  the  United  States  would  also  be 
greatly  promoted  by  freeing  the  relations  between 
ttie  General  and  State  Governments  fivm  what  has 
proved  a  most  embarrassing  incumbrance,  by  a 
satisfactory  adjustment  of  conflicting  titles  to  lands, 
caused  by  the  occupation  of  the  Indians,  and  by 
causing  the  resources  of  the  whole  country  to  faie 
developed  by  the  power  of  the  State  and  General 
Oovemments,  and  improved  by  the  enterprise  of  a 
white  population. 

Intimately  connected  with  this  subject  is  the 
obligation  of  the  Government  to  fulfil  its  treaty 
stipulations,  and  to  protect  the  Indians  thus  as- 
sembled "at  their  new  residences  from  all  inter- 
ntpdons  and  dlstnrbances  from  any  other  tribes 
or  nations  of  Indians,  or  firom  any  other  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,"  and  the  equally  solemn  obli- 
gation to  guard  fIrom  Indian  hostility  its  own 
border  settlements,  stretching  along  a  line  of 
more  than  one  thousand  miles.  To  enable  the 
Government  to  redeem  this  pledge  to  the  Indians, 
and  to  afford  adequate  protection  to  its  own  citi- 
zens, will  require  the  continual  presence  of  a  con- 
siderable regular  force  on  the  frontiers,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  chain  of  permanent  posts.  Ex- 
aminations of  the  country  are  now  making,  with  a 
view  to  decide  on  the  most  suitable  points  for  the 
erection  of  fortresses  and  other  works  of  defence, 
the  results  of  which  will  be  presented  to  you  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  at  an  early  day,  together 
with  a  plan  for  the  effiMtual  protection  of  friendly 
Indians,  and  the  pennaDent  defenee  of  the  frontier 
States. 


By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
herewith  communicated,  it  appears  that  unremitted 
exertions  have  been  made  at  the  diflerent  navy 
yards,  to  carry  into  effect  all  authorized  measures 
for  the  extension  and  employment  of  our  naval 
force.  The  launching  and  preparation  of  the  ship 
of  the  line  Pennsylvania,  and  the  complete  repairs 
of  the  ships  of  the  line  Ohio,  Delaware,  and  Co- 
lumbus, may  be  noticed,  as  forming  a  respectable 
addition  to  this  important  'arm  of  our  national 
defence.  Our  commerce  and  navigation  have  re- 
ceived increased  aid  and  protection  during  the 
present  year.  Our  squadrons  in  the  Pacific  and  on 
the  Brazilian  station  have  been  much  increased, 
and  that  in  the  Itediterranean,  although  small,  is 
adequate  to  the  present  wants  of  our  commerce  in 
that  sea.  Additions  have  been  made  to  our  squad- 
ron on  the  West  India  station,  where  the  large 
force  under  Commodore  Dalhu  has  been  most 
actively  and  efficiently  employed  in  protecting  our 
commerce,  in  preventing  the  importation  of  slaves, 
and  in  co-operating  with  officers  of  the  army  in 
carrying  on  the  war  in  Florida. 

The  satisiactory  condition  of  our  naval  force 
abroad  leaves  at  our  disposal  the  means  of  conven- 
iently providing  for  a  home  squadron,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce  upon  our  extensive  coast. 
The  amount  of  appropriations  required  for  such  a 
squadron  will  be  found  in  the  general  estimates  for 
the  naval  services  for  the  year  18S8. 

The  naval  officers  engaged  upon  our  coast  survey 
have  rendered  important  service  to  our  navigation. 
The  discovery  of  a  new  channel  into  the  harbor  of 
New  York,  through  which  our  largest  ships  may 
pass  without  danger,  must  afibrd  important  com- 
mercial advantages  to  that  harbor,  and  add  greatly 
to  its  value  as  a  naval  station.  The  accurate  sur- 
vey of  George's  shoals  off  the  coast  of  Maasaeho* 
setts,  lately  completed,  will  render  comparatively 
safe  a  navigation  hitherto  oonmdered  dangerous. 

Considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
number  of  captains,  commanders,  lieutenants,  sur- 
geons, and  assistant  surgeons,  in  the  Navy.  These 
additions  were  rendered  necessary,  by  the  increased 
number  of  vessels  put  in  commission,  to  answer  the 
exigencies  of  onr  growing  commerce. 

Your  attention  u  respeotfiilly  invited  to  the  va- 
rious suggestions  of  the  Secretary,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  naval  service. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  exhibits 
the  progress  and  condition  of  the  mail  service. 
The  operations  of  the  Post  Office  Department  con- 
stitute one  of  the  most  active  elements  of  our  dv 
tional  prosperity,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  observe 
with  what  vigor  they  are  conducted.  The  mul 
routes  of  the  United  States  cover  an  extent  of  about 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  miles,  having  been  increased 
about  thirty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  three 
miles  within  the  last  two  years.  The  annual  mail 
transportation  on  these  routes  is  about  thirty-six 
millions  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  sixty-two  miles,  having  been  in- 
creased about  ten  millions  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-six  miles 
within  the  same  period.  The  number  of  post  oBlcee 
has  also  been  increased  from  ten  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  to  twelve  thousand  aad 
ninety-nine,  very  few  of  which  receive  the  mails 
less  than  once  a  week,  and  a  large  portion  of  them 
i  daily.    CoDtraotwi  aikd  pwtmaitcn  in  geoeiol  or* 
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repreMDted  as  attending  to  their  dotief  with  moat 
commendable  zeal  and  fidelity. 

The  revenue  of  the  Department,  within  the  year 
ending  on  the  thirtieth  Jane  last,  waa  four  milUons 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thonsand  and  fifty- 
six  dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents ;  and  its  liabilities 
accruing  within  the  same  time  were  three  millions 
three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-seven  doiUrs  and  seventy-five  cents.  The 
increase  of  revenue  over  that  of  the  preceding 
Tear  was  seven  hundred  and  eight  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 

For  many  interesting  details  I  refer  yon  to  the 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  with  the  accom- 
panying paper.  Tour  particular  attention  is  in- 
vited to  the  necessity  of  providing  a  more  safe  and 
convenient  building  for  the  accommodation  of  thai 
Department. 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  reports  submit- 
ted in  pursuance  of  a  call  made  by  me  upon  the 
heads  of  Departments,  for  such  suggestions  as 
their  experience  might  enable  them  to  make  as  to 
what  farther  legislative  provisions  may  be  advan- 
tageously adopted  to  secure  the  faithful  application 
of  public  moneys  to  the  objects  for  which  they  are 
appropriated;  to  prevent  their  misapplication  or 
embezzlement  by  those  intrusted  with  the  expen- 
diture of  them ;  and  generally  to  increase  the  se- 
curity of  the  Government  agtdnst  losses  in  their 
disbursement.  It  is  needless  to  dilate  on  the  im- 
portance of  providing  such  new  safeguards  as  are 
within  the  power  of  legislation  to  promote  these 
ends ;  and  I  have  little  to  add  to  the  recommenda- 
tions submitted  in  the  accompanying  papers. 

By  law,  the  terms  of  service  of  oar  most  im- 
portant collecting  and  disbursing  officers  in  the 
civil  departments  are  limited  to  four  years,  and 
when  reappointed,  their  bonds  are  required  to  be 
renewed. 

The  safety  of  the  public  is  much  increased  by 
this  feature  of  the  law,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  its  application  to  ajl  officers  entrusted  with  the 
eoileotion  or  disbursement  of  the  public  money, 
whatever  may  be  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  would 
he  equally  beneficial.  I  therefore  recommend,  in 
addition  to  such  of  the  suggestions  presented  by 
the  heads  of  Departments  as  you  may  think  useful, 
•  general  provision,  that  all  officers  of  the  Army  or 
Navy,  or  in  the  Civil  Department,  entrusted  with 
the  receipt  or  payment  of  public  money,  and  whose 
term  of  service  is  cither  unlimited  or  for  a  longer 
time  than  four  years,  be  required  to  give  bonds, 
with  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  at  the  expiration 
of  every  such  period. 

A  change  in  the  period  of  terminating  the  fiscal 
jrear,  from  the  first  of  October  to  the  first  of  April, 
has  been  frequently  recommended,  and  appears  to 
be  desirable. 

The  distressing  casualties  in  steamboats,  which 
have  so  frequently  happened  during  the  yearj  seem 
to  evince  the  necessity  of  attempting  to  prevent 
them,  by  means  of  severe  provisions  connected 
with  their  custom-house  papers.  This  subject  was 
submitted  to  the  attention  of  Congress  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  his  last  annual  report, 
and  will  be  again  at  the  present  session,  with  addi- 
tional details.  It  will  doubtless  receive  that  early 
and  careftil  consideration  which  its  pressing  im- 
portance appears  to  require. 

Your  attention  has  heretofore  been  frequently 
««Ued  to  the  affldn  of  the  IMstrict  of  Columbia, 


and  I  should  not  again  ask  it,  did  not  tiieb'  atke 
dependence  on  Congress  give  them  a  oonitait 
claim  upon  its  notice.  Separated  by  the  cenli- 
tntion  from  the  rest  of  the  Union,  limited  in  extent, 
and  aided  by  no  Legislature  of  its  own,  it  would 
seem  to  be  a  spot  where  •  wise  and  uniform  lystem 
of  local  government  might  have  been  easily  adopt- 
ed. This  District,  however,  unfortunatdj,  bu 
been  left  to  linger  behind  the  rest  of  the  tnioo; 
its  codes,  civil  and  criminal,  are  not  only  very  de- 
fective, l}ut  tvX\  of  obsolete  or  inconvenient  pro- 
visions ;  being  fonned  of  portions  of  two  Etato, 
discrepancies  in  the  laws  prevail  in  difEerent  puti 
of  the  territory,  small  as  it  is ;  and  although  it  wa 
selected  as  the  seat  of  the  Genetml  Qovenusot, 
the  site  of  its  public  edifices,  tlie  depository  of  in 
archives,  and  the  residence  of  officers  intnaud 
with  large  amounts  of  public  property,  and  the 
management  of  public  businas,  yet  it  has  b<t« 
been  subjected  to,  or  received,  that  special  tad 
comprehensive  legislation  which  these  cirooa- 
stances  peculiarly  demand.  I  am  well  aware  of  tlie 
various  subjects  of  greater  magnitude  and  imnt- 
diate  interest  that  prees  themselves  on  the  cooid- 
ention  of  Congress ;  but  I  believe  there  is  not 
one  that  appeals  more  directly  to  its  justice  thu 
a  liberal,  and  even  generous,  attention  to  the  int(^ 
esta  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  a  th(sei{)i 
and  careftil  revision  of  its  local  government. 

M.  VAN  BUBBT. 
■Washihotos,  Dee.  6th,  1887. 

Five  thonsand  ot^ies  of  the  Kessage,  and  fif- 
teen hundred  copies  of  the  socompanyiDg  docB- 
ments,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Death  of  Senator  Kent. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentncky,  roee  and  stud,  thst 
in  the  absence  of  the  only  surviving  Senator 
troxa  Maryland,  (whose  duty  it  would  nave  been 
to  have  announced  the  demise  of  his  coUessne,) 
the  melancholy  task  would  devolve  upon  him, 
of  detailing  to  the  Senate  what  already  was  but 
too  well  known,  to  wit :  the  lamented  de«th 
of  Governor  Ebit,  who  expired  on  the  24th 
of  last  month,  aged  69  years.  Mr.  C.  feelin^X 
and  eloquently  alluded  to  the  long  friendsbip 
that  had  subsisted  between  himself,  and  tht 
distinguished  deceased,  and  spoke  of  his  services 
to  his  own  State,  in  her  Legislature,  in  the  Ei- 
ecative  chair,  dec,  all  which  stations  he  had  fill- 
ed with  oonsnnunate  ability,  and  with  general 
satisfaction  to  the  people.  No  one,  Mr.  C. 
maintained,  had  ever  brought  into  the  pubfio 
councils  more  integritj'  of  purpdse,  or  a  grester 
share  of  strong  discriminating  sense.  Jt  w«s 
true  he  seldom  spoke  in  debate,  but  when  he 
did  it  was  always  to  the  purpose,  without  being 
ambitions  of  the  ornament  of  language. 
Twenty-six  years  ago  Mr.  0.  entered  pabKo 
life  with  the  deceased  in  the  Ilouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives, since  which  brief  space  of  time  now 
many  things  had  occurred,  how  many  qnestioM 
arisen,  that  were  supposed  woald  shake  the 
Confederacy  to  its  very  centre  f  Still  he  wm 
gratified  to  find  that  the  stars  and  stripes  floated 
triumphantly,  and  the  ooimtry  was  marching 
onward  to  its  high  destiny,  unchecked  in  its 
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tsaieer.  Mr.  0.  adverted  to  the  privAte  worth 
at  his  deceased  friend:  his  mansioa  was  the 
seat  of  generous  hospitality,  and  his  heart  erer 
replete  with  kindness ;  his  loss  was  not  only  to 
Maryland,  to  the  Senate,  bnt  to  the  ooontry  at 
lai;ge,  and  to  none  more  than  the  people  of  this 
Di^iict,  whose  firm  and  zealons  friend  he  had 
ever  been,  all  of  whom  woald  recollect  the 
thrilling  q>peal  made  in  their  l>ehalf,  not  sixty 
days  ago.  Uis  place  woald  soon  again  be  filled 
— ^ably  and  respectably  filled ;  but  no  snccessor 
conld  bring  a  porer  heart  or  sounder  head.  It 
DOW  only  remained  for  them  to  discharge  the 
last  melancholy  duties  due  to  departed  worth ; 
for  which  purpose,  he  would  introduce  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Retolmd,  That  in  token  of  respect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  Hon.  J.  Ke2(t,  of  Maryland,  the  Senators 
wear  crape  on  the  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Jte»olted,  That  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

"Which  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 


HOtrSH  OF  KEPBKSEin'ATIVEa 

TuESDAT,  Deoeml)er  6. 

The  annual  Message  of  the  President  was  re- 
ceived by  the  hands  of  his  private  secretary, 
Abraham  Yaii  Bimsir,  Esq. 

Mr.  Hatetbs  moved  that  it  be  committed'  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stato  of  the 
Union,  and  that  fifteen  thousand  copies  thereof^ 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  and  five 
thousand  ec^ies  without  the  documents,  be 
minted  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
House ;  which  resolution. was  agreed  to. 


IN  SENATE.     • 

Monday,  Deceinber  11. 

Messrs.  Batabd,  Rucksles,  and  Spenoe,  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  RoBBHTB  moved  that  the  Ohaib  appoint  a 
eommittee  of  three  to  direct  the  expenditure 
of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  Library  of 
Congress ;  and  Messrs.  Kobbiks,  Aixen,  and 
Waix,  were  appointed. 


TcBSDAT,  Deceml>er  12. 
Mr.  CirrBpBBT,  from  Georgia,  took  his  seat 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  December  12. 
Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  Bittriet  of 
Columbia. 
Mr.  Adams  presented  a  petition,  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  that  it, 
and  the  petitions  presented  by  himself  and  col- 
leagues at  the  late  special  session  on  the  same 
But^ect,  embracing  upwards  of  50,000  signers, 
be  referrred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  with  instructions  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the 
Uble. 


Mr.  Potts  aaked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Atberton, 
Ayorigg,  Beime,  Bell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodbead,  Buchanan,  John  Calhoun,  Cambreleng, 
Wm.  B.  Cunpbell,  John  CampbeU,  W.  B.  Carter, 
Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Ciliey,  Clubome,  Claik,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles, 
Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cuehman,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Edwards,  Ewing,  Farrington, 
Fairfield,  Fry,  Gailap,  J.  Garland,  Gholson,  J.  Gra- 
ham, Grantland,  Graves,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond, 
Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holt,  HopkhiB,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hiuiter,  R. 
H.  T.  Hunter,  J.  Jackson,  Jenifer,  J.  Johnson,  W. 
C.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kling- 
ensmitb,  Lawler,  Legare,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mu- 
lory,  Martin,  Maury,  May,  McKay,  A.  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clure,  UoKm,  Menifee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Fearce, 
Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Rhett,  Rlrea,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  C.  Shepaid,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith, 
Snyder,  Saathsnte,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Steward,  Stone, 
Stratton,  Talitferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Touoey, 
Tumey,  Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderreer,  Wagener, 
Weeks,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  L.  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams,  J.  W.  WilUams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Worthington,  and  Yell— 185. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Bicknell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bronson, 
Wm.  B.  Calhoon,  Cbilds,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Curtis, 
Cashing,  Dariington,  Davies,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Everett, 
R  Fletcher,  FiUmore,  Foster,  Goode,  W.  Graham, 
Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Hall,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hoffinan,  Ingham,  T,  B.  Jackson,  Kilgore, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maxwell,  Robert  Mc- 
Clellan, McKennan,  Milligan,  M.  Morris,  Samuel  W. 
Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Pariter,  Par* 
menter,  Patterson,  Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Sbefier,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Tillmghast,  Toland,  Webster,  E.  Whittlesey, 
ThoB.  T.  Whittlesey,  and  Yorke— 70. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  several  other  petiticms 
from  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  eto.,  on  the 
same  subject,  and  mode  the  same  motions  of 
reference,  which  were  severally  laid  on  the 
table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wise. 

Mr.  Adams  then  presented  another  of  the 
same  tonor. 

Mr.  Lawleb  raised  the  preliminary  question 
of  reception,  which  was  decided  by — yeas  l44^ 
nays  60. 

So  the  petition  was  received. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Bnrxs  wtu  called, 
he  inquired  of  the  Chdr  the  effect  of  this 
motion  prevailing. 

The  Cba3  replied  tliat  it  left  the  petition  at 
the  disposition  of  the  House.  . 

Mr.  Rives  said  then  he  should  voto  for  the 
reception,  in  order  to  ^ve  this  petition  the 
same  disposition  as  hod  been  given  to  the 
others,  viz.,  laying  them  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wise  explained,  that  the  reason  he  had 
not  originally  raised  the  question  moved  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  was,  that  the  ques- 
tion just  decULed  had  already  been  decided  so 
often  by  the  Bouse,  by  Southern  as  well  as  by 
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Korthem  members  voting  to  receive  abolition 
petitions.  It  was  for  that  reason  he  had  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  of  reference  on  the  table, 
for  he  was  determined  to  meet  the  question  at 
every  step  where  it  coold  be  met  Mi.  W. 
asked  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  in- 
olnde  all  his  petitions  in  one  motion. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  coald  not  assent  to  it 
He  then  presented  a  petition  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Territories. 

Hr.  WiSK  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Adaics  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered;  and  were — yeas  127, 
nays  78. 

IK  BEKATS. 

"Wmdvubda.y,  December  18. 

Messrs.  Black  and  Southasd  took  their  seats. 

The  Hon.  WiisoN  LincPKiir,  Senator  elect 
from  Georgia,  and  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Skvieb,  Sen- 
ator elect  from  Arkansas,  were  qualified  and 
took  their  seats. 


Thubsdat,  December  14. 
7%«  Expunging  BetoliUion. 

Mr.  Batard  said  that  at  the  lost  regular 
session  of  Congress  be  had  presented  the  reso- 
lution of  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent,  against  the  defacement  of 
the  journal  by  what  has  been  commonly  called 
the  Etpungiag  Betolution,  and  at  that  time 
gave  notice  that  be  should  at  the  ensuing  ses- 
sion, and  so  long  as  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
here,  contend  against  that  measure.  When  he 
gave  that  notice,  appearances  were  much 
against  the  probability  of  success,  but  the  dawn 
of  a  briebter  and  better  day  bad  broken  upon 
us,  wbicn  led  him  to  hope  the  accomplishment 
of  his  purpose  was  near  at  hand.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Buchanan)  had,  in  the 
benevolence  of  his  feelings,  when  he  (Mr.  Bay- 
ard) announced  his  intention  of  introducing  a 
re8(andin^  resolution  at  the  last  session,  ex- 
pressed lus  hope  that  he  might  live  to  see  its 
adoption ;  meaning,  no  doub^  to  bestow  upon 
him  a  lengthened  term  of  existence,  if  not  an 
immortality,  in  the  same  spirit  of  complaisance 
in  which  a  Spaniard  wishes  you  may  live  a 
thousand  years.  But,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  should 
be  very  sorry  to  have  his  life  cut  short  as 
speedily  as  it  was  now  iHvbable  that  event 
would  occur. 

The  resolution  he  presented  was  to  rescind 
the  expunging  resolution,  without  professing  to 
express  any  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  origi- 
nal resolution  of  1834.  He  moved  that  tne 
resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  printed ; 
namely: 

Whereu,  the  Senate  of  the  TToite]^  States,  in  the 
•zeroise  of  its  Amo^ns,  «•  a  delibaative  isKmbly, 


did,  on  Oe  28th  day  of  March,  1884,  adopt  tteiol- 
lowing  resoliition : 

"Jittohed,  That  the  President,  in  the  late  Sxeci- 
tive  prooeedinss  in  relation  to  tibe  nytsae,  hn » 
nmied  upon  Umself  antborityand  powernot  con- 
feired  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  Inrt  in  iaog^ 
tionof  both." 

And  whereas,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  Uth  da; 
of  January,  1837,  the  Senate,  in  reference  to  Iht 
above  resolution,  adopted  another  as  follows : 

"  Jietolved,  That  the  said  resolve  be  eipimged  - 
from  the  Journal ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  that  tl« 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  at  such  time  as  tiie  Eenite 
may  appoint,  shall  bring  the  manuscript  Joonial  of 
the  session  of  1888-4  Into  the  Senate,  and,  in  tl» 
presence  of  the  Senate,  draw  hi»A  lines  round  the 
said  resolve,  and  write  across  the  tux  thereof,  k 
strong  letters,  the  words  f<dlowing :  Expunged  bf 
order  of  the  Senate,  this  16th  day  Of  Junaiy,  intkl 
year  of  our  Lord  1887." 

And  whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slatei 
expressly  requires  that  each  House  of  Congteai  daD 
keep  a  Journal  of  its  proceedings,  meaning  therdi; 
to  preserve  a  faithful  and  permanent  record  of  tboH 
proceedings: 

And  whereas  the  Senate  of  the  United  Btaio,  in- 
dependently of  its  legislative,  czecutire,  and  jodidil 
functions,  has  the  inherent  right,  as  a  delibeiUn 
assembly,  to  express  its  opinions,  which  can  be  done 
only  by  resolutions : 

And  whereas  its  opinions,  when  thus  ezpnaed, 
become  part  of  its  proceedings,  of  which  tiie  cos- 
stitntion  provides  that  a  permanent  record  riitH  bt 
kept: 

And  iritereas  the  resolution  of  the  16th  otJiamrj, 
1887,  and  the  act  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  ii 
compliance  with  it,  was  a  riolation  of  tho  conatBih 
tion,  inasmuch  as,  in  legal  contemplation,  it  destrojed, 
and  in  fact  defaced,  the  record  of  the  proceeding)  to 
which  it  refers :  wherefore, 

Setolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  Ji>- 
uary,  1837,  commonly  called  the  ezponging  nsolo- 
tion,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded,  and  tfaiB 
for-ever  hereafter  be  held  as  naught;  anid  tlirt,ii 
all  future  publications  of  that  portion  of  the  Joinil 
which  contfdns  the  resolution  of  18S8-4,  and  ii  il 
copies  which  may  hereafter  be  made  of  the  same,  iv 
any  ofBcial  or  legal  purpose,  the  said  resolntion  of 
1888-4  shall  be  published  and  copied  as  it  ns  orig- 
inally entered  upon  the  said  Journal,  without  u; 
notice  whatever  of  the  superscription,  which  ni 
erroneously,  irregulaily,  and  unoonstituti(Hially  mde, 
in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  }» 
nary,  1837. 

Mr.  BcoHANAjf  said  the  Senator  firom  Delt- 
ware  must  desire  a  very  long  existence  in  thu 
vale  of  tears,  if  he  expected  to  live  until  whit 
was  asked  by  the  resolution  was  adopted.  Ths 
Senator  has  b«en  pleased  to  say  he  would  n^ 
be  willing  to  die  so  soon.  He  certainly  wishw 
the  Senator  long  life  and  prosperity;  but  to 
remain  until  his  aim  was  aooomplished,  wooM 
be  to  render  him  miserable,  unless  he  ^sMtod 
on  the  Medean  herb  to  renovate  his  vonth  Th» 
gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  allude  to  tM 
dawning  light  which  he  fandes  is  beginning 
glimmer  on  hi$  political  prospects.  I  admit  (sw 
Mr.  B.)  that  there  have  been  some  few  d«i» 
clouds  in  our  Northern  horizon;  but  we  tart 
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from  them  to  the  brilliant,  sunny  skies  of  the 
South,  where  {dl  is  bright  and  cheering.  The 
centleman  and  his  friends  are  encouraged,  I 
now,  and  I  am  willing  they  shonld  hope  on, 
baving  no  disposition  to  throw  obstades  in 
the  way  of  their  anticipations ;  bnt,  nnleaa  I 
am  more  mistaken  then  i  ever  was  in  all  my 
life,  there  will  come  a  frost,  a  nipping  frost— 
[Here  some  Senator  observed  "  a  killing  "] — 
well,  "a  killing  "  frost,  that  will  blight  all  their 
&ir  crop  of  hopes.  I  should  not  liave  made 
eren  this  short  reply,  if  the  gentleman  had  not 
alladed  to  a  qnamt  remark  of  mine,  made  at 
the  last  session. 


Monday,  December  18. 
Mr.  OAiHoinr,  took  his  seal 

Anti-Texat  Annexation  Petition. 
Mr.  Wau.  presented  a  memorial  from  twelve 
tnen  and  thirteen  women,  remonstrating  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

Abolitum  of  Slavery  in  the  District  qf 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Wail  presented  the  petition  of  116  la- 
dies of  GloQcester  county.  New  Jersey,  pray- 
ing the  inmiediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Olat  sud  that  it  was  manifest  that  the 
sobject  of  slavery  in  the  Dbtrict  of  Oolmnbia 
was  extending  itself  in  the  pnblic  mind,  and 
daily  engaging  more  and  more  of  the  pnblic 
attention.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
Congress  ought  not  to  do  what  was  asked  by 
the  petitioners  without  the  consent  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  was  de- 
eirons  of  inquiring  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey,  or  any  other  conversant  with  the  sub- 
ject, whether  the  feeling  of  abolition  in  the 
abatract  was  extending  itself  in  their  respective 
States,  or  whether  it  was  not  becoming  mixed 
op  with  other  matters — such,  for  instance,  in 
the  belief  that  the  sacred  right  of  petition  had 
been  assailed.  It  became  the  duty  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  inquire  into  this  business,  and  understand 
the  subject  well. 

There  were  many,  no  doubt,  of  these  peti- 
tioners, who  did  not  mean  to  assert  that  slavery 
should  be  abolished,  that  were  contending  for 
what  they  understood  to  be  a  great  constitu- 
tional right.  Would  It  not,  then,  under  this 
view  of  the  subject,  be  the  best  course  to  allay 
excitement,  and  endeavor  to  calm  down  and 
tranquillize  the  public  mind? 

Mr.  Wall  said  he  did  not  believe,  so  far  as 
his  State  was  concerned,  that  the  feeling  for 
abolition  was  on  the  increase ;  bat  he  did  be- 
lieve the  subject  was  mixed  up  with  the  right 
of  petition  :  many  of  the  petitioners  believing 
that  right  was  invaded  by  the  manner  in  which 
these  memorials  were  treated.  He  thought  if 
this  matter  had  been  in  the  onset  refened  to 
fhe  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
a  report  made  ther^om,  (sanctioned  by  the 


Senate,)  calmly  expressing  the  feeling  of  ^the 
American  people,  that  there  would  have  Inea 
no  farther  trouble. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  had  foreseen  what  this 
subject  would  come  to ;  be  knew  its  origin,  and 
that  it  lay  deeper  than  was  supposed.  It  grew 
out  of  a  spirit  of  fanaticism,  which  was  daily 
increasing,  and  if  not  met  tn  limiTie,  would  by- 
and-by  dissolve  this  Union.  It  was  particularly 
our  duty  to  keep  the  matter  out  of  the  Senate, 
out  of  the  halls  of  the  National  Legislature. 
These  fanatics  were  interfering  with  what  they 
had  no  right.  Grant  the  reception  of  these 
petitions,  and  you  will  next  be  asked  to  act  on 
them.  He  was  for  no  conciliatory  course,  no 
temporizing;  instead  of  yielding  one  inch  he 
wotdd  rise  in  opposition,  and  he  hoped  every 
man  from  the  South  would  stand  by  him  to  put 
down  this  growing  evil.  There  was  but  one 
question  that  would  ever  destroy  this  Union, 
and  that  was  involved  in  this  principle.  Yes : 
this  was  potent  enough  for  it,  and  must  be  early 
arrested  if  the  Union  was  to  be  preserved. 

Mr.  Swift  said  he  had  been  intrusted  with 
various  memorials  of  a  similar  character  to 
this ;  and  he  therefore  felt  called  on  to  say  a 
few  words.  When  these  petitions  were  refer- 
red, as  was  the  former  practice,  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  District,  there  was  very  little  excite- 
ment on  the  subject.  There  was  a  great 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject,  some 
thinkinp;  that  slavery  in  the  District  ou^ht  to 
be  abolished  by  Congress,  and  others  thinking 
differently ;  but  from  the  moment  that  the  pe- 
titions were  refused,  to  the  present  time,  the 
exoitemmt  had  been  continually  increasing. 
And  the  petitioners  were  not  uie  miserable 
fanatics  wmoh  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
supposed ;  they  were  among  the  most  intelli- 
gent and  respectable  of  the  community. 

Mr.  BoAini,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  warm, 
ardent,  and  strong  as  were  all  his  feelings,  and 
fixed  as  was  his  opinion  on  this  subject,  he 
^ould  perhaps  not  have  opened  his  lips  on  the 
present  most  unexpected  occasion,  but  for  the 
relation  he  h^pened  to  bear  towards  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  which 
it  is  pr<^oaed  to  refer  this  whole  subject.  It  is 
one  of  vast  importance,  involving  the  dearest 
rights  and  intereste  of  millions  of  onr  citizens, 
and  po-haps  the  Union  of  these  States.  A 
committee  raised  to  take  charge  of  the  local  ^ 
concerns  of  the  people  of  this  District  is  not,  I  ~ 
hnmbly  apprehend,  the  suitable  committee  for 
such  a  subject.  That  committee  was  not  con- 
stituted with  reference  to  questions  of  such 
magnitude  and  extensive  bearing;  and  I  do 
trust  th^t,  should  this  body  unfortunately  agree 
to  receive  and  refer  these  petitions,  with  a  view, 
as  we  are  informed,  to  have  a  calm,  deliberateu 
and  foil  discussion  of  their  merits,  they  will 
send  them  to  some  other  committee — nay,  raise 
a  special  committee,  composed  of  gentlemen 
who  have  the  talent  and  the  taste  for  snob  dis- 
cussion; for  I  take  this  occasion  to  say  that^ 
neither  in  ooiiHnittee  nor  elsewhere,  will  /  ever 
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consent  to  argue  and  disoass  the  m«ritt  of  this 
tender  and  vital  question.  No,  sir ;  when  my 
life  and  my  property  are  assailed,  I  protect 
them  not  by  argument  and  discussion. 

Sir,  the  Senator  ft-om  Kentucky  (Mr.  Cult) 
has  asked  whether  the  mnltiplication  of  these 
petitions  in  the  North,  and  the  spread  of  feel- 
mg  which  prompts  them,  is  not  mainly  attribn- 
table  to  a  belief,  on  the  part  of  the  people  there, 
that  the  great  right  of  petition  has  been  invad- 
ed by  the  direction  which  this  body  has  given 
to  them  for  the  last  two  years  ?  He  has  been 
answered  in  the  affirmative  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  (Mr.  Swift,)  and  it  is  ntteoiy  denied 
that  fanaticism  oonstitates  any  part  of  the  spirit 
which  actuates  our  Northern  brethren,  in  thus 
eternally  stirring  a  question  which  they  must 
know  is  vital  to  ns  of  the  South.  Oh,  no — it 
is  not  &natici8m,  it  is  not  hnmanity,  it  is  not 
philanthropy,  but  it  is  patriotUm  /  it  is  only  to 
assert  and  maintmn  inviolate  the  great  right  of 
petition  I  I  perceive,  sir,  that  one  of  the  peti- 
tions presented  this  morning  is  signed  by,  I 
think,  one  hundred  and  eleven  women.  Allow 
me  to  ask  when  before,  on  what  other  occasion, 
on  what  other  great  question,  have  the  females 
thought  it  their  imperious  duty  to  step  forth  as 
the  asserters  and  champions  of  the  great  right 
of  petition!  Allow  me  to  believe,  sir,  that 
ntoh  a  motive  constituted  no  part  of  their  feel- 
ings, never  for  one  moment  entered  into  their 
brain ;  no,  sir,  it  is  the  falie  fire  of  philan- 
thropy, BO  easily  kindled  in  their  warm  and  ten- 
der hearts,  and  too  easily  fanned  into  fiame  by 
fanatical,  vile,  and  designing  men. 

No  man,  sir,  in  this  wide-extended  empire, 
more  dearly  loves,  or  would  more  sacredly 
gnard,  than  I,  the  great,  the  inestimable  right 
of  petition,  as  asserted  and  practised  in  Eng- 

■■  lana,  and  thence  ingrafted  into  our  own  writ- 
ten constitution ;  but,  like  all  other  good  things, 
it  is  liable  to  abuse,  and  has  it*  limits ;  and  I 
for  one  am  bold  to  say,  that  the  subject  now 
before  the  Senate  presents  a  limit  to  this  right 
The  people  have  a  right  peaceably  to  assemble 
and  petition — ^for  what  ?  To  take  away  my 
right  to  enjoy  "  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness?"  No,  sir:  but  to  redress  griev- 
ances; grievances  to  which  the  law-ni^ng 
power  can  apply  a  remedy  or  corrective.  The 
petitions  must  not  only  be  sent  to  a  tribunal 

^  competent  to  hear  them,  but  must  relate  to  a 
subiect  on  which  that  tribunal  can  legally  and 
anthoritatlvely  act.  Sir,  the  people  are  occlud- 
ed ;  they  have  occluded  themselves ;  they  are 
ocdiuded  by  the  sacred  compromises  of  the  con- 
stitution— the  charter  of  all  their  rights — from 
bringing  this  subject  before  Congress  in  any 
manner  whatever  as  one  of  ordinary  legislation. 
It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  this  right  of  petition 
has  no  limits.  We  have  been  told  this  morn- 
ing, that  we  are  the  servants  of  the  people ;  yet 
we— this  Senate — ^require  that  every  petition 
which  is  offered  to  it,  shall  be  respectful  in  its 
language  and  decorous  in  its  form.  This,  sir,  is 
a  limit ;  and  one  liable  to  abase ;  and  why  not, 


I  seek  to  know,  require  that  they  shall  slso  tw 
pertinent  in  their  matter  and  Intimate  ia 
their  object  t 

Mr.  Davis  took  this  occasion  to  repeat  an  ob- 
servation made  by  him  two  years  ago,  viz.,  "  if 
you  wish  to  make  abolitionists,  then  only  om- 
tinne  to  pursue  the  course  yon  have  hitherto 
pursued."  No  course,  in  his  opinion,  could  be 
more  surely  calcalated  to  inoreasd'  the  excite- 
ment already  existing  than  the  r^ection  of  these 
petitions.  How  the  practice  of  laying  tbeee 
petitions  on  the  table  on  the  objections  of  sny 
member,  had  crept  into  the  Senate,  he  (Mr.  D.) 
could  not  conceive.  To  him  it,  however,  was 
the  same  thing,  whether  these  petitions  vere 
laid  on  the  table,  or  whether  they  were  merely 
received,  and  then  rejected :  it  was  in  either 
way  tantamount  to  a  total  rejection :  it  was  sn 
infraction  of  the  sacred  right  of  petition.  He 
(Mr.  D.)  did  not  donbt  that  this  attack  on  the 
right  of  petition  bad  multiplied  greatly  the 
number  of  petitioners. 

As  to  the  merits,  no  donbt  Sonthem  gentle- 
men  have  come  to  their  concluaons  that  the 
petitioners  have  no  right  to  come  here,  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  themselves ;  but  if  this 
be  true,  he  would  ask,  would  it  not  be  noet 
expedient  to  meet  them  in  limine,  at  once,  and 
say  that  they  have  no  right,  or  else  to  giTe 
their  prayer  due  consideration,  and  give  at  least 
some  reasons,  if  there  exist  any,  against  the 
right  which  they  claim? 

Their  prayer  is  reasonable,  temperate,  and 

iust ;  it  is  two-fold :  1st,  abolish  slavery  in  this 
tistrict,  or,  if  not,  pass  at  least  laws  to  regoUte 
in  a  better  manner  the  slave-trade  in  this  Dis- 
trict. They  disavow  the  intention  of  interr- 
ing with  slavery  in  any  of  the  States.  Such  a 
principle  is  deliberately  avowed  in  the  resoh- 
tions  of  most,  if  not  all,  the  Abolition  Societiea 
in  the  North.  They  have  no  purpose  of  inte^ 
fering  with  the  rights  of  the  South.  The  docn- 
ments  they  have  uublidied  to  the  world  wooM 
prove  this.  If  tneir  proceedings  agitate  tlM 
minds  of  Southern  genuemen,  that  is  their  own 
fault ;  it  is  because  they  choose  rather  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Abolition  Societies,  and  not  that 
the  Abolition  Societies  interfere  with  them.  _ 

No  case  can  be  supposed  to  justify  the  rqec- 
tion  of  the  right  of  petitiohing.  K  men  peti- 
tion for  only  two  Senators,  as  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  QSx.  RrvEs)  has  supposed  a  case,  why, 
let  them  do  so.  The  right  is  not  to  be  Wt 
down  on  supposed  oases  of  abusing  it  The 
member  fi-om  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Oalhohs) 
says,  will  you  deliberate  where  your  mind  i» 
made  np  ?  Ho  (Mr.  Davis)  would  immediately 
answer  "yes I  "  It  is  due  to  the  country  to 
meet  this  su^ ect  with  deliberation,  and  to  send 
forth  the  reasons  of  our  rejection  of  the  prayer 
of  two-thirds  of  the  population. 

Mr.  Kino  said  that  some  sessions  past,  he 
had  advocated  the  reception  of  petitions  of  una 
description:  he  considered  them  as  o""^ 
from  a  miserable  set  of  fanatics  and  delnded 
females,  who  were  too  contemptible  to  exoit* 
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apprebension.  He  was  unwilling  to  give  them 
weight,  bj  adding  to  their  niunber  thoae  who 
might  honestly  bieliere  the  right  of  }>etition 
hod  been  denied.  For  many  years  petitions  of 
this  character  were  received  without  comment, 
referred  to  a  committee,  and  no  further  notice 
taken  of  them.  They  slombered  mitil  the  dose 
of  the  session,  and  the  committee  was  then  dis- 
charged from  the  ftirtber  consideration  of  them. 
Mr.  K.  regretted  most  sincerely  that  this  unfor- 
tunate question,  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  permanency  of  this  Union,  was  pressed  by 
gentlemen  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate. They  urge  their  reception :  for  what  pur- 
pose f  For  none  other  under  Heaven,  that  he 
could  perceive,  than  to  produce  excitement ;  to 
irritate  and  inflame  the  public  mind.  So  long 
as  it  was  confined  to  deluded  females  and  fana- 
tics, it  was  of  little  import ;  but  now  it  has 
entered  into  the  politics  of  the  country.  Un- 
principled aspirants  have  seized  on  it,  and,  it 
has  from  that  cause  alone,  become  alarming. 
He  feared  not  the  great  mass  of  the  people, 
even  in  New  England  :  they  were  sound  to  the 
core.  Not  so  with  the  politicians :  they  were 
sinning  against  light  and  knowledge.  They 
deserved,  and  should  receive,  the  stern  rebuke 
of  this  body.  He  would  not  receive  or  give 
any  countenance  to  these  incendiary  petitions. 

Mr.  DA.TIB  said  he  gave  way  to  no  one  in  a 
desire  of  maintaining  humony;  and  his  re- 
marks were  not  made,  as  imputed  to  him,  in 
the  view  of  creating  discord.  He  wished  tbe 
member  from  Alabama  (Mr.  Kmo)  was  better 
informed  of  the  great  respectability  of  the  pe- 
titioners ;  if  he  (Mr.  K.)  could  but  know  the 
real  state  of  things  in  the  North,  he  would  not 
speak  so  contemptuously  of  the  petitioners. 
As  to  politicians,  Mr.  D.  maintained  that  until 
the  question  came  on  here,  no  politics  were 
mixed  up  with  the  subject  in  any  way  what- 
ever. It  was  a  qnesnon  of  conscience,  of 
morals,  of  propriety ;  men  of  all  parties  oon- 
enrred  in  these  petitions. 

Mr.  HuBBi3D  was  not  aware  that  any  peti- 
tion for  the  abolition  of  davery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  had  ever  originated  in  that  part 
of  New  Hampshire  where  he  resided.  He' was 
certmn  that  since  he  had  been  a  membw  of  the 
Senate,  he  bad  not  been  called  upon  to  present 
to  the  Senate  any  such  memorial.  And  since 
he  had  been  a  member  of  Congress,  very  few 
petitions  in  relation  to  this  subject  had  been  for- 
warded to  him  from  any  section  of  the  State  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  If  such 
memorials  had  come  hither  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, they  must  have  beei^committed  to  the 
care  of  others.  He  was  assned  that  the  pre- 
vailing sentiment  with  the  people  of  his  own 
State  was,  to  let  thit  whole  matter  alone  ;  that 
it  tea*  a  tubjeetieithiehieh  they  had  noeoneem; 
that  it  was  their  bounden  duty,  at  good  and 
peaetable  eititont,  not  to  interfere  with  the  right* 
of  other*;  that  they  regarded  the  question  of 
da  very  as  a  sectional,  a  local  question ;  and 
however  much  Utey  might  regret  its  existence 


in  any  portion  of  this  Union,  yet  they  well 
knew  that  its  existence  was  sanctioned  by  the 
constitution  of  the  land ;  and  with  the  oontin* 
nation  of  its  existence  in  those  parts  of  the 
Confederacy,  they  ought  not,  and  they  could 
not,  with  propriety,  make  any  interference,  nn- 
solicited  and  unasked  by  those  whose  interests 
were  affected  by  it.  These  were  the  sentiments 
of  his  own  State;  they  certainly  were,  to  a 
great  extent,  the  opinions  of  the  people  of 
New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Niiss  said  he  did  not  approve  of  crooked 
courses.  The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
(Mr.  Hubbakd)  says  that  the  petition  is  before 
us  if  we  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  that  so  far,  it 
is  received ;  and  yet  he  says  that,  by  laying  it 
on  the  table,  the  petition  is  rejected.  He  (Mr. 
N.)  could  not  reconcile  this  contradiction. 

Mr.  RivKS  replied  to  the  argument,  that  re- 
ceiving the  petition,  and  having  a  report  made, 
would  quiet  the  excitement  Not  so :  this  had 
been  already  done  two  years  ago.  -  Then,  in  the 
other  House,  a  select  committee,  composed 
chiefly  of  Northern  men,  had  presented  an 
elaborate  report,  and  this  had  been  so  far  from 
allaying  the  excitement,  that  now  gentlemen 
come  forward  and  tell  us  that  the  excitement  is 
increased;  therefore,  it  would  be  perfectly 
nugatory  to  go  round  the  same  circle  again. 
To  him  (Mr.  B.)  it  appeared  that  the  most  paci- 
ficatory course  to  be  pursued  was  to  act  at 
hitherto,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  receive  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Pkbstos'  said,  once,  perhaps,  there  was 
a  time  when  these  petitions  might  have  been 
received ;  now,  it  was  no  longer  safe  to  receive 
them.  It  is  stated  that  the  exdtement  has  in- 
creased. Though  the  doors  of  Congress  had 
been  thrown  open,  and  they  had  been  heard, 
yet  the  fire  is  spread  wider,  and  is  spreading 
wider  and  wider.  Why  so  ?  It  is  said  because 
the  right  of  petitioning  is  violated ;  wwe  it 
not  for  this,  we  are  told  that  the  excitement 
would  have  died  away.  But  this  assertion  ia 
in  face  of  the  fact  that  the  right  of  petition 
was  given  and  secured  to  the  petitioners.  We, 
the  South,  said  at  the  time  that  the  conoesdon 
would  lead  to  more  concesdons,  and  so  it  has 
proved ;  the  fire  is  not  put  out,  but  is  kindled 
worse  and  worse.  We  went  as  far  as  we  ooold 
go,  for  the  sake  of  peace ;  wo  gave  an  amnesty, 
we  received  their  petitions,  and  they  are  not 
satisfied.  Now  we  say  "  nulla  tettigia  retror- 
«um,"  we  must  now  go  a  step  further,  instead 
of  going  backward,  and  do  now,  as  ought  to 
have  been  done  then,  namely,  shut  altc^ether 
the  doors  of  Congress  against  them.  Has  Hm 
South  no  sensibilities  and  prejudices  to  be  con- 
sidered! Has  the  North  only  prejudices,  and 
feelings,  and  conscience,  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sidermon,  and  have  we  none?  If  yon  con- 
rider  their  views,  will  yon  not  rouse  us  t  Will 
yon  not  interfere  with  them,  for  fear  of  irritat- 
ing them ;  and  shall  no  such  regard  be  paid  to 
us? 

But  the  period  fior  argument  with  these  peo- 
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pie  is  past.  They  demand  70a  to  adopt  their 
principles  and  policy.  The  discasaon  of  these 
matters  was  not  agreeable  to  him,  (Mr.  F.)  He 
thoaght  that  if  Oongress  does  not  protect  the 
South,  it  will  be  obliged  to  protect  itself.  What 
the  South  wants  is  peace ;  let  not  this  question 
b«  let  in  to  light  up  the  torch  of  discoid.  Mr. 
P.  said  he  should  not  resort  to  discussion,  but 
to  measures,  to  acts,  for  the  protection  of  the 
South.  The  South  must  be  protected,  and  he 
was  disposed  to  do  it  quietly  if  possible ;  bat, 
if  not,  he  would  say,  with  great  emphasis,"  we 
will  protect  ourselves." 

Mr.  CuTHBBRT  would  Dot  uow  spoak  of  his 
regard  to  the  Union ;  the  attaolunent  of  gentle- 
men to  the  Uuiou  had  been  fully  Qlnstrated. 
But  what  were  they  now  told !  Tliat  a  certain 
mode  of  maintaining  the  rights  of  the  Sonth 
would  overturn  those  rights ;  that  a  mere  error, 
in  point  of  order,  was  to  destroy  the  rights  of 
the  Sonth.  Was  this  language  to  be  held,  that 
Sontiiem  rights  rested  on  so  frail  a  basis  that 
Ibe  lightest  error  would  overturn  them  ?  For 
the  Union  Mr.  0.  was  not  so  much  alarmed  as 
CMthers ;  there  was  a  disease  in  the  body  politic, 
which  would  have  its  course ;  but  the  virus 
would  work  out  in  time.  This  disease  bad  been 
imported  from  Europe,  and  e^ecially  from 
Ei^land.  Mr.  0  said  ne  was  astonished  at  the 
remarks  of  a  gentleman  of  so  sound  sense  and 
extenaive  information  as  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
saehnaetts,  (Mr.  Davis.) 

Mr.  PiEBOK  concurred  with  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pbbston,)  in  the  opinion 
that  no  valuable  ^nd  was  to  be  attained  by  dis- 
cuasion  here  upon  this  deeply  agitating  subject. 
He  rose  merely  to  express  the  hope  that  tiie 
motion  to  lay  the  qne^on  of  reception  on  the 
table  mig^t  not  be  renewed.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  reception,  and  that  question  he  desired 
to  meet  distincdy,  and  onembarraased  by  any 
other  motion. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  concur  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Geor^a,  if  the  Senate,  by  perasting  in 
their  past  course,  could  produce  &e  same  cdm- 
ness  in  the  country  which  it  had  done  among 
themselves.  But  it  •was  much  more  important 
that  the  country  should  be  quiet  than  the  Sen- 
ate. Mr.  C.  had  asked  whetiier  the  excitement 
had  been  increased,  and  by  what  causes ;  with 
the  view  to  ascertain  if  any  thing  could  be 
d(nie  by  the  Senate  to  allay  the  excitement,  and 
render  the  people  quiet  and  happy.  The  reply 
was,  that  the  excitement  was  extending,  and 
chiefly  by  the  impression  that  the  great  repub- 
lican right  of  petition  had  been  as^iled,  which 
the  petitioners  chose  to  assert,  by  acting  with 
thoee  with  whom  they  really  had  no  sympathy. 
Mr.  C.  preferred  that  the  two  classes  of  peti- 
tioners should  be  separated,  to  deprive  the 
abolitionists  of  the  advantage  of  mixing  their 
peooliar  objects  with  other  matters. 

The  petitions,  Mr.  0.  said,  were  first  to  be 
received ;  but  was  this  all  ?  Was  not  this  un- 
derstood to  imply  deliberation  on  the  question  ? 
The  odd,  simple  aot  of  reception,  followed  by 


an  instant  rejection,  amounted  to  not  receiving, 
and  must  give  color  to  the  chai^  that  it  is  t 
subetantial  denial  of  the  right  of  petition.  It 
had  been  sud  that  this  was  not  a  case  for  ugn- 
ment.  Kot  a  case  for  argument  1  What  im 
it  that  lay  at  the  very  bottom  of  all  onr  fnt 
inatitntionaf  Argument,  inquiry,  leasoning, 
consideraticoi,  deliberation.  We  were  a  reascm- 
ing  people,  and  it  was  our  greatest  boast  thit 
we  possessed  reasoning  powers  capable  of  com- 
prehending the  various  subjects  relating  to  1 
tree  Government.  Mr.  C.  thought  the  hat 
course  was  to  receive  these  petitions,  and  refer 
them  to  the  Committee  for  the  Distiict,  to  tct 
on  them  as  they  pleased ;  and  if  the  conntiy 
should  not  then  be  quiet,  let  them  make  a  re- 
port, embodying  with  the  argument  the  voriou 
facts  relating  to  the  anhjec^  several  of  which 
Mr.  C.  enumerated. 

Mr.  Gbukdy  expressed  his  regret  at  the  vievn 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  For  two  yew 
past  the  Senate  had  pursued  the  course  of  laj- 
mg  the  questions  relating  to  these  petitions  ob 
the  table.  During  that  time  there  had  bea 
littie  or  no  discussion  in  that  body ;  and  it  was 
the  discussion  in  Congress  Uiat  was  doing  more 
mischief  on  the  subject  than  any  thing  else.  If 
the  coming  in  of  the  petitic»is  was  to  be  pn- 
vented,  how  could  it  be  done !  By  preserving 
silence  vapoa  them.  Every  time  the  petitionen 
observed  discussion  in  .Congress,  they  were  en- 
couraged to  proceed ;  but  if  the  Senate  persist- 
ed in  the  course  to  which  they  had  sometimes 
adhered,  their  hopes  would  b«  cot  oS.  Bat  if 
this  course  were  now  abandoned,  they  would 
say  that  the  Senate  had  been  driven  to  change 
their  ground,  and  they  would  consider  it  u  t 
gain  on  their  part.  And  could  an  abler  rep<fft 
be  made  on  the  subject  by  any  committee  uai 
that  by  the  Select  Committee  of  which  Mr. 
PuroKNBY  was  chairman?  And  had  that  pro- 
duced any  effect!  Gentitaien  Mud  no:  the 
exoitement  was  increasing.  And  coold  tlie 
Senate  produce  any  effect  by  a  report?  No: 
it  would  give  the  petitioners  hop«  that  they 
would  finally  prevaiL  Mr.  6.  would  vote  to 
receive  the  petitions,  because  he  queetioned 
whether  a  contrary  vote  might  not  abridge  tiie 
right  of  petition.  Bat  he  hoped  that  for  tlie 
si&e  of  teaching  these  people  that  this  solaect 
must  not  be  intnfwed  with,  they  would  be  uid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Calhottn  said  he  believed  that  the  coarse 
proposed  by  Mr.  C1.AT  was  calculated  the  m^ 
of  all  to  produce  an  excitement  If  a  sin^ 
step  was  yielded,  the  fanatical  spirit  would  be 
reanimated  with  new  excitement;  and  thwft 
therefore,  who  so'yielded,  incurred  a  feaiW 
responsibility.  Mr.  C.  despaired,  as  far  as  •» 
Northern  part  of  the  country  was  concerned 
on  the  question  of  abolition.  It  was  interwoven 
with  the  political  CMidition  of  the  North,  ffl 
the  nature  and  state  of  parties ;  and  it  would 
run,  and  must  run,  into  their  struggles  for  State 
ascendency.  It  was  impossible  to  prevent  w 
having  a  control  over  uie  political  parties  a 
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the  North.  The  Kreat  mass  of  Northern  peo- 
ple believed  that  this  Sonthem  institntioii  was 
radieally  'mong.  The  resnlt  would  be  this: 
tliat  abolitioii  cnorts  wonld  begin  with  the  low- 
est grades  of  aodety,  and  I7  gross  miarepre- 
aentations,  but  it  would  go  upward  and  spread ; 
and  Mr.  0.  told  a  distinf;niiBhed  Senator  fonr 
years  ago,  while  disonasug  another  subject, 
that  the  spirit  of  abolition  wonld  spring  np  in 
the  North,  and  however  mnoh  he,  and  others 
like  him,  were  opposed  to  the  doctrine,  it  wonld 
one  day  spread  so  as  to  drive  him  from  public 
life,  or  compel  him  to  yidd  to  its  diotatesL 

The  Senator  from  Kentaek;'  had  innsted  that 
receiving  petitions  implied  considering,  disonss- 
ipg,  deciding  npon  them.  Bnt  in  what  situa- 
tion wonld  (dl  this  put  the  Soathem  States  f  It 
would  convert  the  nails  of  Congress  into  places 
for  the  discassion  of  abdition.  Mr.  0.  did  not 
ask  how  the  North  would  be  aflfected ;  his  ob- 
ject was  to  keep  the  South  united  on  this  sub- 
ject, with  a  susceptibility  always  alive.  They 
must  first  preserve  themselves,  for  this  was  a 
qnestion  involving  the  very  existence  of  the 
whole  Soath.  Their  next  object  was  to  pre- 
serve the  noion ;  and  there  was  no  other  course 
for  them  to  do  this,  but  by  a  united  and  firm 
resistance  to  these  encroachments;  and  the 
earlier  the  better,  for  the  country  was  sounder 
to-day  than  it  would  be  to-morrow,  and  de- 
lay would  leave  it  to  proceed  trom  worse  to 
worse. 

Mr.  0.  expressed  these  sentiments  on  no  sec- 
tional ground ;  he  would  prevent,  by  what  he 
had  suggested,  the  destruction  of  tiie  Union. 
The  measure  proposed  by  Vr.  Olxt,  he  thought, 
wonld  fUl  of  its  object,  and  he  considered  the 
reverse  mode  the  best. 

Mr.  OiAT  said  he  looked  to  the  whole  Union. 
Bat  he  had  no  such  despondencies  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  as  to  the  effects  of 
the  slave,  or  any  other  conceivable  qneetion, 
on  the-  Unim.  He  had  no  fears  for  the  Union ; 
bat  he  had  a  desire  to  tranquillize  every  part, 
and  give  no  just  cause  of  complaint  to  any  por- 
tion. The  question  was  not  the  same  as  to 
slavery  in  the  District  and  slavery  in  the  States. 
Bat  what  question  was  that  in  human  affairs, 
BO  weak  or  so  strong,  that  it  could  not  be  ap- 
proached by  argument  and  reason  t  This  coun- 
try would,  in  every  emergency,  appeal  to  its 
«ui|^tened  judgment,  and  its  spirit  of  nnion 
and  harmony,  and  the  appeal  wonld  not  be  nn- 
soocessfuL  Mr.  0.  remembered  that,  when  the 
public  mind  was  sick  with  disoussions  on  the 
late  war,  he  had  said  to  an  illustrious  man, 
now  no  more,  "  We  must  stop  this  everlasting 
discussion,  this  endless  diplomacy ;  let  us  go  to 
w<«-k,  and  appeal  to  the  valor  of  our  country- 
men to  snsti^  US ;  no  other  alternative  is  left 
nSk"  But  he  replied,  in  his  calm  and  dignified 
way — "Mr.  Olat,  recollect  our  institntions 
rest  on  public  opinion,  on  reasoning  and  argu- 
ment" 

Mr.  0.  had  no  fears  for  the  Union ;  and  if 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  would  propose 

You  xnt— se 


a  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses^  that  the 
man  who  expressed  a  doubt  in  r^;ard  to  its 
stability  should  be  immediately  called  to  order 
and  stopped,  it  would  obtun  his  (Mr.  Clat's) 
hearty  concurrence.  The  Union  would  last,  he 
hoped,  forever.  Mr.  C.'s  object  was  merely  to 
preserve  the  Union  in  its  true  spirit ;  and  eep»> 
rate  &naticism  from  those  who  were  cita- 
ble of  listening  to  reason.  Let  us  show  our 
reasons,  and  then,  if  we  ful,  we  shall  at  least 
have  acquitted  ourselves  of  our  duty.  The 
best  course  was  that  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment down  to  two  years  ago,  in  which  these 
petitions  were  often  sent  to  the  District  Com- 
mittee, and  there  allowed  to  sleep ;  or  as  was 
sometimes  done,  followed  by  reports. 

Mr.  Calhouh  said  there  were  cases  in  which 
reasoning  and  argument  were  both  absurd  and 
cowardly.  If  a  man  should  call  him  a  rogue, 
should  he  stop  to  argue  the  point!  There  were 
things  which  were  to  be  met,  not  with  reason- 
ing, but  with  instant  indignation.  Suppose  a 
petition  were  sent  here  to  bum  the  manufacto- 
ries of  the  North,  wonld  the  Senator  stop  to 
reason  about  such  a  petition  t  Or  that  the  prop- 
erty of  the  rich  should  be  given  to  the  poor ; 
wonld  he  reason  about  that! 

The  petitions  proposed  abolition  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;  but  on  what  ground  !  That 
Congress  were  bound  to  receive  petitions  in  all 
cases,  to  discuss  and  decide  upon  them.  But 
if  they  were  bound  to  do  so  in  regard  to  the 
District,  Mr.  C.  wonld  ask  the  Senator  if  the 
same  rule  would  not  hold  in  reference  to  the 
States.  Were  they  bound  to  receive  petitions 
for  abolition  in  the  States  !  [Mr.  C.  wuted  for 
a  reply.]  If  not,  he  resumed,  then  the  right 
did  not  exist  at  all.  The  universal  sentiment 
with  the  abolitionists  was,  that  abolition  in  the 
District  was  the  first  step  to  abolition  in  the 
States.  Every  abolitionist  would  say  so.  The 
first  step  would  be  in  the  District ;  the  next 
would  be  to  destroy  the  trade  between  the 
States,  making  the  slaves  serft  to  the  soil ;  and 
then  an  attempt  wonld  be  made  to  abolish 
slavwy  in  the  States.  What,  then,  would  be 
the  rituation  of  the  South!  Congress  wonld 
then  discuss  their  right  to  property  guaranteed 
to  them  by  the  constitution,  and  the  Sonthem 
man  who  wonld  permit  it  tiius  to  be  drawn 
into  discussion,  sacrificed  the  rights  of  the 
South.  Mr.  0.  was  in  fovor  of  the  Unitm  as 
much  as  others ;  bnt  unlike  the  Senator  fh>m 
Kentucky,  he  was  not  ia  &vor  of  nlecoe,  when 
he  saw  danger  approaching. 

Mr.  Clxt.  The  Senator  had  put  extreme 
cases.  He  might  just  as  weU  have  supposed 
the  abolition  of  the  Christian  religion,  as  the 
abolition  of  slavery  out  of  the  District.  But 
did  he  not  see  that  his  argument  went  against 
receiving  all  petitions,  as  much  as  Mr.  Cult's 
was  in  favor  0^  receiving  all  without  distinc- 
tion !  The  power  of  Congress  to  abolish  slav- 
ery in  the  District  was  believed  to  exist,  and 
Congress  had  determined,  by  their  action,  that 
it  was  ri^t  to  receive  petiticms  <«  the  snbjeot. 
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Was  that  to  be  confounded  with  a  case  where 
Congress  had  certainly  no  power  f 

Mr.  OtrrHBBBT  replied  to  the  argument  of  Mr. 
OuLT,  that  it  woolu  be  the  simplest  method  to 
allay  this  excitement,  by  receivmg  the  petitions 
and  giving  them  consideration,  and  m^tained 
that  that  argnment  was  to  be  deprecated,  for  it 
would  canse  debate,  and  raise  np  a  fnry  of  dis- 
cussion. Argnment  (said  Mr.  0.)  teaches  what 
it  onght  to  put  an  end  to ;  it  foments  what  it 
is  intended  to  allay.  He  solemnly  appealed  to 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  maintain  his 
character  of  peaoemaker.  In  former  situations 
he  (Mr.  Ci.at)  had  been  oblieed  to  relent  the 
severity  of  his  principles,  and  to  compromise 
with  the  South.  Having  first  been  a  grand 
disturber  in  bis  manufaotnring  zeal,  he  had  been 
forced  to  become  a  grand  pacificator ;  he  beg- 
ged him  (Mr.  Clay)  not  to  depart  now  from 
the  principle  of  pacification. 

Mr.  Wail  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  charac- 
ter of  the  petitioners.  They  were  not  fanatics ; 
they  were  reasonable,  sensible,  and  temperate 
men;  and  though  he  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  agree 
with  them,  and  though  he  was  ready  to  say 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  to  be  re- 
jected, yet  he  was  not  prepared,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  to 
Bay  that  his  constituents  should  come  to  the 
door,  and  that  then  it  should  be  shut  in  their 
faces.  The  right  of  petition  would  interfere 
with  no  other  rights.  The  South  was  not  ren- 
dered insecure  in  its  rights,  by  granting  to  the 
North  the  enjoyment  of  its  common  and  nat- 
ural rights.  Mr.  W.  insisted  that  resort  should 
be  had  to  reason  and  to  argument,  instead  of 
pntting  down  the  right  of  petition  by  violence 
and  contempt.  If  the  South  seeks  to  stop  the 
mouths  of  the  North,  and  prevent  petitions 
from  i>eing  heard,  by  so  doing  they  raise  a  force 
and  arouse  an  energy  whidi  cannot  be  pat 
down. 

Mr.  BnoHAKAir  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  upon  a  general  discussion 
of  this  question.  He  thought  it  had  already 
been  amply  discussed  on  former  occasions. 

During  the  session  of  1886-6,  he  had  present- 
ed a  petition  from  a  portion  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  requesting  Congress  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  And  here,  in 
justice  to  that  respectable  society,  ho  must  ob- 
serve, that  BO  far  as  he  was  acquainted  with 
them  in  his  own  neighborhood,  although  they 
were  decidedly  opposed  to  slavery  in  the  ab- 
stract, they  were  not  abolitionists  as  that  term 
was  now  generally  understood.  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  had  then 
objected  to  the  reception  of  this  petition.  Up- 
on the  question,  "  Shall  the  petition  be  receiv- 
ed ?  "  the  constitutional  right  of  petition  was 
distinctly  raised.  After  a  long,  powerful,  and 
interesting  debate,  in  which  he  (Mr.  B.;  had 
exerted  his  best  efforts  to  sustain  this  right,  the 
petition  was  received  by  the  Senate,  by  a  vote 
of  86  to  10. 

After  this  petition  had  thus  been  received  by 


the  Senate,  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  made  a  motion  to 
reject  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  This  opened 
a  discussion  upon  the  question,  "  Shall  daTOj 
be  abolished  in  the  District  of  Cotnmbis  or 
not !  "  After  a  long  debate,  it  was  dedded  in 
the  negative :  only  six  Senators  voting  sgunst 
his  motion. 

After  these  solemn  proceedings  had  taken 
place,  were  the  Senate  bound,  whenever  a  oaw 
petition  of  a  similar  character  was  presented, 
again  and  again,  on  each  succeeding  day,  to  dii- 
cuss  and  decide  the  right  of  petition } 

This  course  would  have  exasperated  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people,  interfered  with  the  transae- 
tion  of  the  busmesa  of  the  country,  and  mnst 
have  resulted  as  it  had  resulted  before.  InUiia 
situation,  the  course  was  adopted,  in  the  seasion 
of  1886-7,  of  moving  to  lay  the  question  of  the 
reception  of  these  petitions  upon  the  tabk 
This  was  the  only  mode  of  avoiding  everlaatiiig 
debate. 

ITie  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  decnlei 
nothing  but  that  the  subject  shall  lie  upon  tbe 
table  for  that  day,  subject  to  be  again  called  up 
for  consideration  at  any  future  day. 

Upon  reflection,  (Mr.  B.  said,)  he  never  had 
been  better  satisfied  with  ttie  course  vhioh  ht 
had  pursued  on  any  question  than  that  no* 
before  the  Senate.  He  sboold  now  porpoad; 
avoid  saying  any  thing  more  upon  the  sntyed 
Let  us  enter  at  this  moment  upon  a  disccueion 
of  this  question,  and  the  debate  will  contiiiM 
for  weeks,  and  will  light  up  a  flame  ovw  the 
whole  country.  We  have  already  solannlf 
discussed  and  decided  the  question.  Let  a 
now  adhere  to  that  decision  firmly.  He  shonld 
not  have  risen  to  say  a  word,  had  it  not  beei 
asserted  that  to  vote  to  lay  the  motioD  of  re- 
ception upon  the  table  was  inconsistent  with 
the  right  of  petition,  a  right  which  he  had  al- 
ways asserted  and  should  ever  maintain. 

Mr.  HcBBABD  renewed  the  motion  to  Isytl* 
motion  to  receive  the  petitions  on  the  taUe- 

YiAS. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Bladi,  Bm". 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cnthbert,  W- 
ton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Ljaii 
Norvell,  Preston,  Rivea,  Roan,  Robinson,  Sena; 
Strange,  Walker,  White,  and  Toung— 26. 

Nats.— Measia  Allen,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clajt*. 
Critteo^ten,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Morris,  Niln, 
Pieroe,  PwnliiB,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  0* 
necticut.  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Up**. 
Wall,  and  WilUams— 20. 


Tdksdat,  December  10. 

Vermont  Anti^SUxery,  and  Anti-Teas 
Ann«catum  Baolution*. 

Mr.  Swift  presented  a  memorial  and  Kim- 
tions  from  the  Lepslature  of  Vermont,  in  reU- 
tion  to  Texas  and  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Kino  said  he  considered  it  an  roas^ 
libel  and  insult  on  the  South,  let  U  come  m« 
what  quarter  it  would ;  it  was  a  false  statemoB 
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in  relation  to  the  people  of  the  Soatb,  when  it 
charged  them  with  disregard  for  the  laws,  and 
be  expressed  his  surprise  that  gentlemen  shonld 
present  sach  papers  which  they  coald  not  but 
feel  were  untrue. 

Mr.  Swift  hoped  he  should  never  prove  so 
recreant  to  the  interest  of  his  constituents,  as 
to  refuse  the  performance  of  his  duty,  especial- 
ly to  present  resolutions  coming  from  the 
Legislature  of  his  State.  The  document  was 
the  result  of  no  party  effort,  it  was  the  united 
voice  of  the  whole  State  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  Oalhouh  deemed  the  present  moment 
one  of  the  deepest  importance.  A  great  step 
had  been  taken  in  the  progress  of  events.  The 
circumstance  of  the  morning  had  come  upon 
him  wholly  nnexpected.  He  had  never  heard 
that  the  resolutions  in  question  had  been  passed 
by  the  Vermont  Legulatnre;  yet  he  might 
have  anticipated  as  much.  He  had  long  foreseen 
the  present  state  of  things ;  and  now  the  time 
had  actually  come  when  it  was  to  be  determin- 
ed whether  we  are  longer  to  remain  as  one 
muted  and  happy  people,  or  whether  this  bless- 
ed Union  was  to  be  dissolved  by  the  hand  of 
violence.    Vermont  has  struck  a  deep  and  dan- 

rons  blow  into  the  vitals  of  our  confederacy, 
was  a  time  for  action,  and  he  could  not, 
would  not,  entertain  the  idea  of  rejecting  or 
losng  sight  of  the  document  before  the  Senate, 
bnt  as  he  was  unprepared  at  present  to  act  on 
the  snbject,  he  would  move  that  the  memorial 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  pledging  himself  not  to 
oppose  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  should  he 
■ee  fit  to  call  it  up  hereafter ;  and  more,  would 
call  it  up  himself  when  he  had  time  to  prepare 
.his  mind  for  action  on  the  subject :  determmed 
the  subject  should  not  rest  until  it  had  received 
the  final  action  of  the  Senate.  It  was  his  be- 
lief that  the  North  were  sound  in  the  matter 
St  issue,  but  some  seemed  even  to  prefer  the 
prevalence  of  this  dangerous  doctrine  to  the 
preservation  and  continuance  of  the  Union. 
His  mind  was  unalterably  fixed,  and  nothing 
sboold  prevent  him  fh>m  putting  his  views  into 
ezecntion. 

Mr.  MoEBis  thought  some  respect  was  due  to 
the  source  whence  these  resolutions  had  ema- 
nated— the  Legislature  of  Vermont— and  hoped 
they  would  at  least  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed . 

Mr.  Auxir  said,  this  motion  has  the  effect  or 
rrfttting  to  receive  the  petition ;  and  it  is  for 
this  reason  only  that  I  will  now,  as  I  did  in  a 
like  case  yesterday,  vote  against  it.  But  it  is 
said  that  such  is  not  the  effect.  I  will  state  the 
proposition  in  a  form  which  will  itself  test  this 
question.  One  Senator  presents  a  petition ; 
another  Senator  makes  a  motion  that  the  peti- 
tion be  not  reeeked  ;  a  third  Senator  moves  to 
lay  that  motion  upon  the  teble.  This  latter 
motion,  if  successful,  puts  an  end  to  the  bad- 
ness. Now,  I  ask,  where  is  the  petition  f  Is 
it  in  the  Senate  ?  Certainly  not :  because  the 
very  form  of  the  motion  that  the  petition  be 
not  received,  is  a  declaration  that  it  ha»  not 


been  received,  and  the  very  object  of  that  mo- 
tion is  to  preterit  it  from  being  received.  If  the 
petition  Aa<2  already  been  reeeited,  then  the 
motion  not  to  receive  would  be  absurd,  and 
the  other  motion  to  lay  that  motion  on  the 
table  would  effect  nothiug,  because  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  this  latter  motion  is  to  exclude  the  peti- 
tion. If  this  be  not  its  object,  what  is  it  ? 
That  such  are  the  object  and  effect  of  this  latter 
motion  is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  if  it  be 
agreed  to.  the  petition  is  then  not  in  the  Senate, 
and  this  is  equally  evident  from  the  fact  that 
the  Senate  cannot  proceed  to  take  any  farther 
order  on  the  petition.  It  is,  therefore,  clear 
that  the  effect  of  the  motion  now  before  us  is 
to  refuse  to  reeeite  the  petition ;  and,  as  I  am 
not  prepared  to  deny  the  right  of  petition,  I 
shall,  for  that  reason,  vote  against  the  motion. 

I,  therefore,  shall  vote  against  this  motion, 
as  I  did  that  on  yesterday,  because  I  acknowl- 
edge the  right  of  petition,  and  the  correlative 
obligation  on  the  Senate  to  receive  it.  And 
then,  sir,  as  I  do  not  acquiesce  in  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner,  nor  admit  his  right  to  control  the 
action  of  the  Senate  on  his  petition  after  it  has 
been  received,  I  will  vote  for  a  motion  to  lay 
the  petition  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Eentocky,  hoped  that  the  me- 
morial would  be  withdrawn  by  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  and  to  give  notice  that  he  would 
introduce  it  at  a  future  day,  when  the  Senate 
was  more  prepared  to  act. 

Mr.  Swift  withdrew  his  memorial,  and  gave 
notice  that  he  would  introduce  it  agdn. 


HOUSE  OF  BEFaSSSNTATIVES. 

Wbdnssdat,  December  20. 

Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  the  Slato-trado  in 

the  Dittriet  of  dlumbia. 

The  first  business  was  the  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Slack,  on  Monday,  to  refer  two  memorials, 
presented  by  him  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
and  the  slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Sladx  commenced  by  remarking  that 
the  badness  of  the  country  was  transacted  here, 
by  a  reference  of  all  subjects  to  their  appropri- 
ate committees,  and  that  matters  of  the  most 
trivial  nature  met  with  no  opposition  to  such 
reference.  But  no  sooner  did  any  member 
present  a  memorial  relating  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree to  a  certain  subject,  the  abolition  of  slav- 
ery, than  it  was  directly  attacked  and  placed 
under  prohibition.  Were  he  to  present  a  peti- 
tion from  a  constituent  involving  the  sum  of 
twenty  dollars,  that  would  not  be  denied  a  ref- 
erence, inasmuch  as  it  might  involve  an  import- 
ant principle ;  but  here  were  a  large  class  of 
petitions,  signed  by  hundreds  of  thonsands, 
asking  the  action  of  Congress  on  a  subject  of 
the  greatest  interest,  and  yet  they  were  dispos- 
ed of  with  no  ceremony  at  all.  He  then  allud- 
ed to  the  coarse  pursued  by  certain  members 
in  opposition  to  such  petitions,  and  expressed 
his  belief  that  all  the  movements  in  relation  to 
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the  rabject  had  been  preconcerted  with  the 
regularity  of  clockwork. 

Mr.  Wise  explained  that,  as  he  had  hitherto 
taken  upon  himself  to  oppose  the  reference  of 
such  petitions,  he  wonld  say,  once  for  all,  that 
as  far  as  his  knowledge  was  concerned,  there 
had  been  no  preconcert  in  relation  to  the  oppo- 
sition of  this  subject,  neither  had  he  received 
any  intimation  from  the  Speaker,  or  any  one 
else,  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding. 

"iii.  DAWSON  wished  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  if  he  intended  to  include  him  in 
the  charge  of  preconoerting  measures  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  subject 

Hr.  SiAnK  disclaimed  any  intention  of  im- 
puting dishonorable  motives  to  the  gentlemen 
who  had  thought  it  their  duty  to  adopt  such  a 
course.  He  moved  to  refer  the  memorials  to  a 
Select  Oommittee,  with  instmctions  to  report  a 
bill  providing  for  tlie  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  slave-trade  in  dte  District  of  Oolumbia. 

Mr.  LaoABS  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont would  allow  him  to  make  a  few  remarks 
before  he  proceeded  further.  He  solemnly  en- 
treated him  to  reflect  on  the  possible  results  of 
such  a  conrse,  which  involved  the  interests  of  a 
nation,  and  a  oontineot.  He  would  warn  him, 
not  in  the  language  of  defiance,  which  all  brave 
and  wise  men  despised,  but  he  would  warn  him 
in  the  language  of  a  solemn  sense  of  duty,  that 
if  there  was  "  a  spirit  aroused  in  the  North  in 
relation  to  this  subject,"  that  spirit  would  en- 
counter another  spirit  in  the  South  fbll  as  stub- 
born. 

Mr.  Sladb  again  entered  into  an  argument 
tonohing  the  subject  of  sUTMy  in  the  State  of 
Vii^ginia,  and  was  about  to  read  a  paper  on  the 
same  subject,  whereupon 

Mr,  Wiss  interposed,  and  said  that  the  gen- 
tleman had  been  difiouaaing  slavery  in  the  South, 
sUvery  in  the  State  of  Virj^a,  slavery  in  his 
Strict;  and  he  now  askM  his  colleagues  to 
retire  with  him  from  that  halL 

Mr.  HoLSBT  made  the  same  request  to  his 
colleagues  from  Georgia,  and  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  whole  Southern  delegation  would  re- 
tire. 

Mr.  Obantland  Joined  in  the  wish. 

Mr.  Brxit.  The  whole  of  the  delegation  of 
Sonth  Carolina  has  already  signed  an  agree- 
ment 

Mr.  RoBEBTSON.    One  remark,  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  Sladb.    I  claim  the  floor. 

The  Ohaib.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia rise  to  a  question  of  order  ? 

Mr.  RoBXBTBOifr.  "So,  air.  I  wish  to  make 
one  observation. 

Mr.  Rhbit.    Irise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  RoBBSTSOK.  I  wish  simply  to  propose 
to  the  Southern  delegation — 

Mr.  Rhstt.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
jpestion  of  order  is,  whether  the  member  from 
Vermont  has  a  right  to  go  into  the  oonsidera- 
tian  of  slavery  in  the  State  of  Virginia  f  I  say 
he  has  not;  and  if  it  is  insisted  upon,  I  request 
tlM  whole  Southern  delegaticm  to  go  into  Uie 


room  of  the  Oommittee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  Ohaib  reminded  the  House  that  lie  had 
repeatedly  interposed  when  the  gentleman  fitwa 
Vermont  had  been  going  into  the  question  ct 
slavery  in  the  States.  He  was  not  permitted  to 
give  hia  own  opinions,  but  they  mi^t  readily 
be  inferred  by  the  House.  He  felt  it  hia  duty 
to  state,  that  if  it  were  possibly  in  his  power 
to  allay  excitement,  and  to  prevent  discoauons 
of  this  sort,  he  would  do  it 

Mr.  TcBNBT  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  Slaox.  I  ask  leave  to  read  a  paper,  and 
to  state  what  that  paper  is. 

Mr.  Gbantland.    I  object  to  the  reading. 

The  Ohaib.  The  gentleman  will  take  lua 
seat 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland.  "Will  it  be  in 
order,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  whether  the  member  from  Vermont  ahaU 
be  permitted  to  proceed  ! 

The  Ohaib  replied  negatively. 

Mr.  MoEat.  Mr.  Speiaker,  has  not  the  mem- 
ber from  Vermont  been  declared  out  of  ordo't 

The  Ohaib.    He  has. 

Mr.  MoEat.  Then  has  he  a  right  to  pro- 
ceed? 

The  Ohaib.  No  gentleman  has  raised  that 
question. 

Mr.  MoEat.  Then,  sir,  I  make  that  qaes- 
tion.  I  object  to  hia  proceeding.  I  object  to 
his  resuming  his  remarks,  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  penmit  htm. 

The  Ohaib  then,  xmder  the  rule,  directed  Mr. 
Slack  to  take  his  seat,  and  pronounced  the  gien- 
tleman  out  of  order  for  discussing  the  qoestiiin 
of  slavery  in  the  State  of  Virgima.  Referring 
to  the  22d  rule,  the  Ohaib  added,  that  the  gen- 
tleman oould  no  longer  proceed  without  the 
leave  of  the  House ;  and  ne  was  about  to  pro- 
poxmd  the  question,  when 

Mr.  Sladb  said  he  wished  to  state  the  podtioD 
in  which  he  stood.  I  propose,  said  he,  to  read 
a  single  paper — 

Mr.  Tcbnbt.  I  object  to  the  gentleman^ 
proceeding  at  alL 

The  Ohaib  said  the  rule  was  imperative: 
The  gentleman  could  not  proceed,  under  the 
question  made  by  Mr.  MoKat,  without  leave 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Sladb.  The  question  now  is,  whether 
it  is  in  order  for  me  to  ask  for  the  reading  of 
a  paper. 

The  Ohaib.  The  other  question  is  also  be- 
fore the  House,  and  must  be  decided  by  its 
vote,  without  debate. 

Mr.  Sladb.  I  ask  if  I  am  out  of  order  while 
proceeding  with  the  leave  of  the  House,  going 
on  for  at  least  twenty  minutes,  and  then  merely 
asking  leave  to  read  a  paper. 

The  Ohaib  states  that  lus  power  to  oommenoa 
was  when  the  question  of  order  was  made. 
Thereafter,  the  nile  was  imperative,  directing 
its  decision  without  debate. 

Mr.  Sladb,  (who  waa  still  on  his  feet,)  Mir. 
Speaker — 
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The  Ohais.  The  gentleman  vill  take  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Blase  then  pledged  himself,  if  the  Honse 
would  permit  him  to  resume,  not  to  discuss  the 
qnestion  of  slavery  in  the  States. 

The  OHAm  then  propounded  the  question  to 
the  House  that  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
have  leave  to  proceed. 

Ur.  Allbx  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
-irfaich  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Bknoher  moved  that  the  House  a^ourn. 

Mr.  Slade  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — ^yeas  166,  nays 
63. 

Mr.  OjufPBEix  then  gave  notice  that  the 
Southern  delegations  were  then  assembled  in 
the  room  of  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Colombia;  and  he  said  he  was  instructed  by 
their  oommittee  to  request  the  attendance  of  all 
gentlemen  representing  slave-holding  interests 
on  that  floor  immediately.* 


^  IK  SENATE. 

Thubsdat,  December  21. 

Small  Ifotet  and  Shin-platter  Curreney  t» 
th«  Dittriet  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  to  restrain  the  issuing  of  small 
notes  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  taken 
np, 

Mr.  'Wkioht  suggested  that  thirty  days  would 
be  an  appropriate  period  to  fill  the  blfuik. 

Mr.  Clat  said  that  no  one  more  ardently  de- 
sired the  resumption  of  specie  payments  than 
himself;  but  he  doubted  the  expediency  of 
forcing  the  banks  of  this  District  to  resume  at 
a  period  of  nncertiunty  as  to  when  those  of  the 
Borroonding  country  should  adopt  such  a  meas- 
nre.  He  had  that  morning  received  news  from 
New  York  of  the  resumption  of  another  of 
their  banks,  aqd  that,  taken  in  connection  with 
informalion  derived  of  late  fi^m  various  quar- 
ters, inspired  him  with  much  stronger  hopes 
than  he  had  formerly  entertuned,  that  the 
banks  would,  at  an  early  day,  return  to  specie 
payments  throughout  the  country.  With  re- 
gard to  the  bonks  of  this  District,  it  was  fbtile 
to  suppose  that  they  could  attempt  to  pay 
specie,  when  those  with  whom  they  were  so 
intimately  connected  did  not  do  so.  He  thought 
tiie  wisest,  as  well  as  the  most  prudent  step, 
would  be  to  postpone  the  matter  to  an  early 
period  in  January — say  first  or  second  week — 
when  there  might  be  a  similar  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  Baltimore  and  Richmond  Banks. 
CJongress  could  then  with  more  certainty  fix  the 
time  when  these  banks  must  resume,  or  have 


*  The  above  report  glTM  only  a  meagre  skeleton  aeconnt 
of  the  meet  disturblDg  movement  on  the  lubjeot  of  slaveiy 
tvtr  made  In  our  Congreaa,  and  whioh  oocnpled  the  whole 
day,  and  led  to  the  memorable  eeoeaeton  ttom  the  hall  of 
the  BoDthem  memben,  to  deliberate  among  themaelvea 
what  line  of  conduct  It  behooved  them  to  take  In  inch  a 
eaqtanetaie.  A  more  ftill  and  intelligible  aeeoont  of  It  )• 
giren  U  the  "Thtotj  Tent'  View,"  ToL  IL,  Chap.  St. 


their  charters  revoked.  He  thought  it  wrong 
for  Congress  to  legislate  too  hastily  for  a  people 
under  its  immediate  charge,  without  reference 
to  the  position  in  which  Uiey  stood  to  their 
neighboring  population,.  As  the  holidays  were 
approaching,  (a  period  when  Congress  was  not 

Presumed  to  be  subject  to  any  very  grave  legis- 
ition,)  he  thought  the  banks  might  be  longer 
indnlged,  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  there  would 
be  little  or  no.  opposition  to  his  suggestion. 

Mr.  WnoHT.  The  District  banks  were  never 
authorized  by  their  charters  to  issue  notes  of 
a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars.  Now, 
however,  it  had  become  their  habit,  in  conunoa 
with  individuals,  to  issue. notes  from  twenty- 
five  to  six  and  a  fourth  cents.  "  Shitt-plaiten  " 
(a  distinguishing  term,  and  one  he  disliked  as 
mach  as  any  one  else)  had  been  necessarily 
used  for  chuige,  because  the  people  had  in  a 
measure  been  foretd  to  do  so,  by  the  suspension 
of  these  banks ;  bat  this  small  money  business 
he  believed  was  carried  to  a  greater  extent  in 
this  District  than  in  any  other  portion  of  our 
country.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, in  his  remarks,  threw  out  the  idea,  that 
the  banks  of  this  District  were  dependent  OB 
their  relative  position  with  those  in  Maryland 
and  Virginia  for  resumption  I  Suppose  the 
case  was  reversed,  and  the  Le^slatures  of  those 
States  depended  on  the  action  of  Congress  to 
force  the  banks  of  this  District  to  resume,  under 
forfeiture  of  their  charters:  at  what  future 
period  should  we  look  for  so  desirable  a  result! 

Mr.  Clat  said  he  could  see  no  good  reas<Hi 
why  Congress  should  not  extend  a  correspond- 
ing courtesy  to  the  District  banks,  with  that  of 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  to  their 
moneyed  institutions.  , 

Witli  regard  to  these  small  bills,  if  immedi- 
ately suppressed,  what  was  to  be  done  ?  There 
was  no  silver  to  supply  the  vacuum ;  and  mem* 
bers  of  Congress  had  found  this  small  money 
very  convenient  on  many  occasions.  Haekmen, 
waiters,  and  others  could  not  be  dispensed  with ; 
and  without  this  kind  of  change,  how  conld 
their  services  be  requited !  Another  objection- 
able feature  in  the  bill  was,  that  it  imposed  a 
penalty  alike  on  the'  stranger  and  citizen,  for 
the  passage  of  these  bills,  whether  issued  here, 
or  brought  from  abroad.  Be  had  in  bis  purse 
notes  from  one  dollar  down  to  six  cents,  oriri- 
nating  in  the  different  places  through  which  he 
had  passed  from  Newport,  Kentucky,  to  Waeh- 
ington  city,  In  the  District  of  Colmnbia ;  in  fact, 
business  could  not  progress  without  them. 
And  woold  it  not  be  a  legal  imposition  on  a 
stranger  to  pass  this  bill  with  such  provisions  t 
Could  it  be  expected  that  a  stranger  passing 
through  this  small  space  of  ten  miles  square^ 
could  stop  to  inquire  into  our  laws  ? 

Mr.  Benton  objected  to  the  postponement. 
The  argument  was  to  postpone  both  bills — the 
shin-plaster  bill,  and  tlie  bank  bill, — and  that 
not  toa  certain  day,  but  indefinitely,  and  until 
adjoining  States  should  first  act  upon  the  same 
snbjeots.    This  was  the  argoment  of  the  Sena- 
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tor  from  Eentacky,  (Mr.  Cult.)  His  motion 
was  for  a  postponement  nntil  the  second  Mon- 
day in  January,  bat  the  argument  vas  for  in- 
definite postponement,  and  for  contingent 
action;  and  it  was  evident,  from  the  two 
n>eeobe8  just  made  by  that  Senator,  (Mr.  Cult,) 
that  if  the  postponement  was  granted,  that  an- 
other would  be  demanded  when  it  was  out ;  for 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  two  speeches  was,  that 
the  shin-plasters  were  not  to  be  snppressed,  nor 
the  bank  in  this  District  required  to  resume, 
nntil  the  adjacent  States  had  first  led  the  way 
in  the  same  work.  This  was  indefinite  post- 
ponement, and  contingent  action.  It  was  the 
attempt  to  do  here  precisely  what  had  been 
effects  by  the  party  opposed  to  resumption  in 
the  bank  convention  in  New  York ;  it  was  non- 
action I  it  was  to  do  nothing  1  and  get  rid  of 
the  Bu^ect  without  fixing  a  day  t 

Mr.  B.  denied  that  there  was  any  validity  in 
any  of  the  reasons  given  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  for  delaying  either  of  the  bills. 
There  was  no  necessity  for  these  filthy  shin- 
plasters.  The  Senators  alone  received  for  their 
compensation  more  hard  money  than  the  Dis- 
trict required  for  change.  They  had  received 
aU,  their  pay  in  gold  and  silver  at  the  called  ses- 
sion, and  they  were  now  receiving  their  pay  in 
hard  money  and  Treasury  notes,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  two-thirds  hard  money  and  one-third 
Treasury  notes.  This  is  the  manner  in  which 
the  Senate  is  paid,  its  officers  and  all,  and  all  its 
expenses.  He  presumed  tlie  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  was  paid  in  the  same  way ;  and  as 
the  expenses  of  the  two  Houses  exceeded  three 
thousand  dollvs  a  day,  it  would  follow  that  up- 
wards of  two  thousand  a  day  in  specie  was 
receivable  by  the  members  and  ofiScers  of  Con- 

{[ress.  This  was  the  daily  supply;  so  that, 
eaving  all  other  sources  of  supply  out  of  the 
question.  Congress  alone  disburaed  vastly  more 
uard  money  in  the  District  than  its  business 
could  absorb,  and  it  was  accordingly  purchased 
up  for  exportation  by  agents  whose  advertise- 
ments could  be  seen  in  every  newspaper. 

Mr.  Tipton  said  that  he  would  vote  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  bill,  to  afford 
time  for  us  to  hear  from  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  now  in  session.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
issue  and  circulation  of  the  small  bills  or  notes, 
familiarly  called  "  ihin-plasten,"  and  would  go 
for  freeing  the  people  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia from  ttiat  species  of  trash.  He  also  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty,  so  far  as  his  vote  would  go,  to 
compel  the  banks  of  the  District  to  resume 
specie  payments  at  the  time  we  exclude  shin- 
plasters  from  circulation  here;  but  he  would 
not  now  give  a  vote  to  coerce  the  banks  of  this 
District  to  pay  specie  at  an  earlier  day  than 
that  at  which  the  banks  of  the  different  States 
should  resume  specie  payments. 

Mr.  Wbioht  s^d  he  fdt  bound  to  call  for  the 
yeas  and;  nays  on  the  motion  to  postpone; 
when  the  vote  stood : 

Tus.— tlCeesn.  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Onthbert,  Knight,  KcKean,  Prentiss,  Pr^on,  Bob- 


bins, Buggies,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  TaUmadgc, 
and  Tipton — 14. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Crittenden,  Fulton,  Gnmdj,  Hob- 
bard,  Lumpkin,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nilea,  NorreD, 
Pierce,  Boane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Com., 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  and 
■27. 


The  bill  nnder^ent  a  long  discussion  on  its 
details,  in  which  Messrs.  Wkioht,  Bkbtox, 
Hdbbabo,  and  Gbukdt  participated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ucbbabd,  the  blank  in 
the  third  line  was  filled  with  the  10th  of  April, 
so  as  to  make  it  penal  to  issue  notes  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars,  after  that  date. 


HOUSE  OF  REPKKSENTATIVEa 

Thcbsdat,  December  21. 

Mr.  PattonU  Betolutxon — Abolition  Petitint 

to  lie  <m  the  Table. 

Mr.  Pattoit  asked  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Jtetolved,  That  all  petiUons,  memorials,  and  papen, 
tondiing  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  boying, 
Belling,  or  transferring  of  slaves,  in  any  State,  Bit- 
trict,  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  be  Ud 
on  the  table  without  being  debated,  printed,  read,  «r 
referred,  and  that  no  fbrther  action  whatever  diall 
be  had  thereon. 

Mr.  Adahs  objected. 

Mr.  Patton  moved  a  suspension  of  the  role. 

Mr.  CnsHMAN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  were  —  yeas  188, 
nays  60. 

Mr.  Patton  said  he  had  ofiered  this  resolu- 
tion in  the  spirit  of  peace  and  harmony.  It 
involves,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
and  so  far  as  concerns  some  portion  of  the 
representatives  of  the  slave-holding  States,  a 
concession;  a  concession  which  we  make  for 
the  sake  of  peace,  harmony,  and  nnion.  We 
offer  it  in  the  hope  that  it  may  allay,  not  exas- 
perate excitement;  we  desire  to  extinguish,  not 
to  kindle  a  flame  in  the  country.  In  that 
spirit,  sir,  without  saying  one  word  in  the  nuj 
of  ^U^ussion ;  without  giving  utterance  to  asy 
of  those  emotions  which  swell  in  my  bosom 
at  the  recollection  of  what  took  place  here 
yesterday,  I  shall  do  what  I  have  never  yet 
done  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  House, 
and  which  I  have  very  rarely  sustiuned  wbea 
done  by  others :  I  move  the  previons  question. 

Mr.  Adams  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentle- 
man precedes  his  resolution — (Loud  cries  of 
"  Order!  order  I "  from  all  parts  of  the  baU.) 
Mr.  A.  He  preceded  it  with  remarks — ("  Or- 
der I  order  l*^") 

The  Chaib  reminded  the  gentleman  that  it 
was  out  of  order  to  address  the  House  after  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Adajis.  I  aek  the  House — (continued 
cries  of  "  Order  1 "  which  completely  drowned 
the  honorable  member's  voice.) 

Mr.  Adams  then  demanded  tellers  on  the 
second  to  the  previons  question,  which  wen 
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ordered;  and  Mr.  OiJUBOsm  of  Minissippi, 
and  Mr.  Bbigos  of  Massaohnsetts,  having  b«^ 
appointed,  the  motion  prevailed,  124  voting 
for  it 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  the  nudn  qneetion 
be  uow  pat?  "  being  propounded,  there  were^ 
yeas  129,  nays  62. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  pat. 

The  main  qaestion  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolntion,  was  then  pnt,  and  decided  bj : 

Ysis. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atberton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdaall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  John  Calhoon,  Cambre- 
leng,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Timothy  J. 
Carter,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
OUey,  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Clovney,  Coles,  Craig, 
Crockett,  Cnshman,  Deberry,  DeOrsfr,  Dennis,  Drom- 
eoole,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Jas.  Gar- 
umd,  James  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Hammond, 
Harlim,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawldns,  Haynes,  Holsey, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter, 
Jabes  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm.  C.  Johnson, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  EUngensmith,  Lawler,  Le- 
gtn,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Hallory,  James  M.  Ma- 
son, Martin,  Kauiy,  May,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan, 
Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Mohlenbeig,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Patton, 
Pa3rnter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pope,  Pratt, 
Prentia,  Reily,  Bencher,  Robertson,  Augustine  H. 
Sbepperd,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Snyder,  South- 
rate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stewart,  Stone,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Titus,  Tumey,  Underwood,  Vail, 
Wagener,  Weeks,  John  White,  Thomas  T.  Whit- 
tleaev,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  and 
YeU— 122. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  John 
W.  Allen,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bronson, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Chaney,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Crans- 
ton, Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Duncan, 
Dnnn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  J.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Foster,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Grennell, 
Haley,  Hall,  Hamer,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoff- 
nuui,  Ingham,  Eilgore,  Lea&etter,  Lincoln,  Marvin, 
Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  McEennan,  MUligan,  Matthias 
Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmtn- 
ter,  Patterson,  Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Potter,  Raridcn, 
Bandolph,  Reed,  Kdgway,  Russell,  ShetTer,  Sheplor, 
SUey,  Blade,  Smith,  Stratton,  TilUnghast,  Toland, 
Toncey,  Webster,  Albert  8.  White,  Elisha  Whit- 
tlesey, and  Yorito — 74. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Adams  was  called, 
that  gentleman  rose,  and  said :  "  I  hold  the 
resolation  to  be  in  violation  of  the  Oonstitntion 
of  the  United  States."  (Lond  cries  of  "  Order  1 
order !  "  from  every  part  of  the  hall.) 

The  Speaker  said,  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts violates  order,  and  mnst  resume  his  seat. 

Pending  the  question  being  propounded, 

Mr.  Dttsoan  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  he  conid 
assign  the  reasons  for  the  vote  he  should  give. 

The  Ohabs  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WisB  (who  had  not  voted)  inquired  of 
the  Chair  the  rule  in  relation  to  a  member  being 
excused  from  voting,  and  at  what  stage  the 
reasons  for  making  sach  a  request  mnst  l>e  made. 

The  Chais  said  before  a  division  of  the 


House,  or  before  the  commencement  of  the 
call  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  "WvsK  said,  as  he  could  not  assign  Ms 
reasons  at  length,  he  desired,  at  least,  that  hi» 
constituents  might  know  that  he  was  present 
He  could  not  vote  for  the  resolution,  hecaoae 
it  implied  or  admitted  a  principle  he  denied^ 
the  light  to  receive  those  petitions. 

After  the  vote  was  taken,  Mr.  Adakb  roae, 
and  moved  that  his  reasons  for  not  voting  on 
the  resolution  be  entered  on  the  jonrnal. 

The  Chaib  said  it  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Adams  then  notified  his  request  to  the 
Clerk  to  make  an  entry  of  his  motion,  and  that  it 
was  pronounced  by  the  Chair  to  be  out  of  order.] 


IS  SBNATK. 

Wkdotmdat,  December  27. 

Slavery  in  the  States,  Territoriet,  and  DUtrict 
<(f  Columbia — Mr.  CaVunm'a  Setolutiont. 

Mr.  Calbotth  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

1.  Jieiolved,  That  in  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  the  States  adopting  the  same  acted, 
severally,  as  free,  independent,  and  sovereign  States; 
and  that  each,  for  itseU',  by  its  own  voluntary  assent, 
entered  the  Union  with  the  view  to  its  increased  se- 
curity against  all  dangers,  domettie  as  well  as  foreign, 
and  (he  more  perfect  and  secure  eiijoyment  of  its  ad- 
vantages, natural,  political,  and  sociaL 

2.  Jieiolved,  That  in  delegating  a  portion  of  their 
powers  to' be  exercised  by  the  Federal  Government, 
the  States  retained,  severally,  the  exclusive  and  sole 
right  over  their  own  domestic  institutions  and  police, 
and  are  alone  responsible  for  them,  and  that  any  in- 
termeddling of  any  one  or  more.  States,  or  a  combi- 
nation of  their  citizens,  with  the  domestic  institutions 
and  police  of  the  others,  on  any  ground,  or  under  any 
pretext  whatever,  political,  moral,  or  religious,  with 
the  view  to  their  alteration  or  snbverrion,  is  an  aa- 
snmption  of  superiority  not  warranted  by  the  eonsti- 
ttttion,  insulting  to  the  States  interfered  with,  tend- 
ing to  endaiwer  their  domestic  peace  and  tranquillity, 
suSvetsive  of  the  objects  for  wliich  the  constitution 
was  formed,  and,  by  neceaaaiy  consequence,  tending 
to  weaken  and  destroy  the  Union  itaeU. 

3.  Hetolved,  That  this  Government  was  instituted, 
and  adopted  by  the  several  States  of  this  Union,  as  a 
common  agent,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  pow- 
ers which  they  had  delegated  by  the  constitution  for 
their  mutual  security  and  prosperity ;  and  that,  in 
fulfilment  of  this  high  and  sacred  trust,  this  Govern- 
ment is  bound  so  to  exercise  its  powers  as  to  give, 
as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  increased  stability  and 
security  to  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  States  that 
compose  the  Union ;  and  that  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of 
the  Government  to  resist  all  attempts'  by  one  por- 
tion of  the  Union  to  use  it  as  an  instrument  to  attack 
the  domestic  institutions  of  another,  or  to  weaken 
or  destroy  such  institutions,  instead  of  strengthening 
and  upholding  them,  as  it  is  in  duty  bound  to  do. 

4.  i{e«o/tK(^  That  domestic  davery,  as  it  exists  in  the 
Southern  and  Western  States  of  this  Union,  com- 
poses an  important  part  of  their  domestic  institutions, 
inherited  from  their  ancestors,  and  existing  at  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  by  which  it  is  recognized 
aa  constituting  an  essential  element  in  the  diatribn- 
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tion  of  ita  powera  imoDg  the  States ;  and  that  no 
change  of  opinion,  or  teeling,  on  the  part  of  the 
Other  States  of  the  Union  in  telaUon  to  it,  con  justify 
them  or  their  citiiens  in  open  and  systematic  attacks 
thereon,  with  the  Tiew  to  its  overthrow ;  and  that  all 
such  attacks  are  in  manifest  violation  of  the  mntual 
and  solemn  pledge  to  protect  and  defend  each  other, 
given  by  the  States,  respectively,  on  entering  into 
the  constitudonal  compact,  wbidi  formed  the  Union, 
and  as  saeh  is  a  manifest  breach  of  fiuth,  and  a  vio- 
lation of  the  most  solemn  obligations,  moral  and  re- 
ligious. 

6.  Retolvtd,  That  the  intermeddling  of  any  State  or 
States,  or  their  dtizena,  to  abolish  slavery  in  this 
District,  or  any  of  the  Territories,  on  the  ground, 
or  under  the  pretext,  tiiat  it  is  immoral  or  sinful ; 
or  the  passage  of  any  act  or  measure  of  Congress, 
with  that  view,  would  be  a  direct  and  dan^rous 
attack  on  the  inrtitutions  of  all  the  slave-holding  States. 

6.  Retolvtd.  That  the  union  of  these  States  rests  on 
an  equality  of  rights  and  advantages  among  its  mem- 
bers ;  and  that  whatever  destroys  that  equality,  tends 
to  destroy  the  Union  Itself;  and  that  it  is  the  solemn 
duty  of  sll,  and  more  especially  of  this  body,  which 
represents  the  States  in  their  corporate  capacity,  to 
resist  all  attempts  to  discriminate  between  the  States 
in  extending  the  ben^ts  of  the  Government  to  tlw 
several  portions  of  the  Union ;  and  that  to  refuse 
to  extend  to  the  Southern  and  Western  States  any 
advantage  wiuoh  would  tend  to  strengthen,  or  render 
them  more  secure,  or  increase  their  limits,  or  pop- 
ulaUon  by  the  annexation  of  new  territory  or  States, 
<Mi  the  assumption  or  under  the  pretext  that  the  in- 
stitution of  slavery,  as  it  exists  among  them,  is  im- 
moral, or  mnfiil,  or  otherwise  obnoxious,  would  be 
contrary  to  that  equality  of  rights  and  advantages 
which  the  constitution  was  intended  to  secure  alike 
to  all  the  members  of  the  Union,  and  would,  in  eCTect, 
disfranchise  the  slave^iolding  States,  irithholding  from 
them  the  advantages,  while  it  sulgeoted  them  to  the 
burthens,  of  the  Government.* 

Ifr.  Pbbstor  remarked  that  his  feelings  in 
regard  to  the  subject  of  the  resolntions  were 

*  TheM  i«aolntiaD>,  and  th«  debate  to  wUoh  thej  gave 
rise,  tnd  the  uodtflcatloiis  which  they  underwent,  and  the 
final  vote  upon  them,  eonatltate  the  moot  Importaiit  pro- 
ceeding on  the  mbjeot  of  slavery  which  has  ever  taken 
place  In  Oongreas.  They  were  filmed  to  declora  the  whole 
power  of  Congress  npon  the  nibjoct,  and  were  presented 
tat  a  "test"  vote,  and  as  the  fatnre  "pJof/brm"  and  '^ptr- 
mmumi  uUttmenV  of  the  law  on  the  slavery  question. 
The  flist  Ibnr  related  to  the  States,  and  the  rights  of  slavery 
In  them  under  the  gnsrontee  of  the  eonstltntion.  The  fifth 
related  to  the  Sistrlot  of  Colamblo,  and  to  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  (that  being  the  only  slave  territory  then  In  the 
TTnlon,)  and  placed  the  abolition  of  slavery  therein  In  the 
hands  of  Congress,  bat  forbid  by  high  expedient  reasons. 
These  five  resolutions  were  adopted,  with  modifications: 
the  sixth  was  rejected,  as  loolcing  to  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  and  tending  to  forestall  action  on  that  qaestlon.  The 
ftall  debate,  ss  prepared  by  the  speakers  themselves,  follows 
after  the  eorrent  report  of  each  day's  proceedings ;  and  while 
the  whole  debate  posseeses  great  interest,  that  of  the  11th  of 
January  retains  the  greatest,  as  showing  the  unanimity 
of  the  speakers  on  the  Missouri  Compromise  Act,  and  espe- 
cially Mr.  Calhoun's  voluntary  declaration,  that  he  was  for 
it  at  the  time,  bat  hod  since  changed  his  opinion  on  aooonnt 
of  the  enoouragement  whlah  it  gave  the  AJioliUonlsta.  | 


in  Ml  nnison  with  those  of  his  ooUeagm,  (Mr. 
CixHoim,)  but  from  the  simple  reMing,  he 
coold  bat  gather  the  sentiments  thoy  contuned 
in  an  abstract  form.  Yet  he  wonld  suggest  & 
propriety  of  some  delay  in  the  action  of  the 
Senate  thereon ;  as  the  resolotionB  from  th« 
State  of  Vermont,  shortly  to  be  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  that  State,  might  bring  the  si^ijeet 
forward  in  a  more  applicable  form,  and  antici- 
pate the  spirit  and  sentiments  of  the  reecdntkni 
just  offered.  It  had  been  some  years  sbioe 
remarked  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  that  tlx 
time  had  gone  by  when  l^slation,  by  meani 
of  resolutions,  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  tlu 
wi^es  of  the  oonntry  on  a  subject  so  vittilj 
important.  He  was  still  of  tiie  same  opinios. 
The  settlement  of  mere  abstractions  of  princi- 
ples will  never  answer  the  desired  end.  Theie 
remarks  he  had  made  simply  to  remind  the 
Senate  that  it  had  been  his  mtention,  and  wm 
so  still,  to  bring  the  matter  forward  in  somemon 
forcible  and  effective  form  at  a  ftitnre  day. 

Mr.  Oalhottn  did  not  feel  disposed  to  swiit 
any  action  on  the  Vermont  resolutions.  H« 
was  prepared  to  act  now ;  and  as  t^e  resoh- 
tions  just  offered  contained  the  whde  gist  of 
the  matter  at  issue,  he  saw  no  necessity  to 
farther  delay. 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPBESENTATIVra 

WssNKSDAT,  December  27. 
Mmiuippi  EUetion. 

The  Speaxeb  said  he  had  had  placed  in  Im 
hands  a  communication  flrom  Messrs.  S.  S.  Prei- 
tiss  and  T.  J.  Wood,  duming  seats  as  Bepre- 
sentatives  from  the  State  of  Miarissippi. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 


VX  8XNATE. 

Thdxsdat,  December  28. 

Mr.  CaJhouri*  Eewlutum*. 

Mr.  OALSoim  said,  in  calling  tip  these  rew- 
lotions,  it  was  not  his  intention,  at  the  present 
time,  to  enter  into  any  discussion  of  theff 
merits  or  demerits,  but  merely  to  repel  wa 
objections  as  might  be  urged  against  Uieffl. 
The  resolutions  spoke  definitely,  and  to  «11 
pointa,  for  themselves.  This  confederacy  «»- 
sisted  of  fi«e,  sovereign,  and  independent  St«i»i 
each  vested  witii  supreme  and  indirontsble 
riffhtsl  Some  there  were,  however,  who  con- 
sidered this  a  great  National  Eepnblic,  mw* 
up  of  in^Tidnak,  with  rights  common  to  sU; 
of  this  class  might  be  deemed  the  party  tennea 
Abolitionists,  in  the  North.  It  was  the  objW 
of  these  resolutions  to  bring  forward  the  aw, 
and  display  them  in  their  true  light.  H' 
wished  the  deep  deliberation  of  every  Senator, 
as  he  desired  to  make  the  question,  on  thetf 
rejection  or  adoption,  a  text  question.  AU 
present,  every  Senator,  without  excepoon,  m 
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eenfeaaed  himself  opposed  to  the  fanstioal  doo- 
'brine  of  abolition ;  yet  the  Booth  had  no  rally- 
ing point  on  which  to  itand;  and,  althoogh 
their  measares  were  jostified  by  a  great  portion 
of  the  North,  yet  there  was  among  them 
another  party,  zealots  in  the  cause  of  Aboli- 
tim,  chiming  aload  nnder  the  sacred  right  of 
petition.  Many,  donbtless,  were  drawn  into 
that  snare,  who,  in  the  first  instance,  were 
eonterratwe  in  their  views.  Whatever  might 
be  the  diversity  of  opinion,  of  this  great  coun- 
try, cm  other  points,  on  the  matter  now  at  issoe 
no  one  conld  disagree.  These  resolutions,  if 
adopted,  would  present  ground  where  all  oonld 
stand,  and  express  their  real  opinions  without 
toendiing  on  or  affecting  the  rights  on  other 
points.  With  regard  to  the  right  of  slavery, 
ois  opinion  was  unalterable,  and  he  held  it  an 
ioaolt  to  have  his  rights  attacked  on  the  ques- 
tkm.  He  hoped  the  Senate  would  take  suffi- 
cient time  to  discuss  calmly  the  subject,  and 
that  each  Senator  would  express  hia  indiirfdnal 
opinion. 

lie  did  not  desire  them  to  pass  by  a  bare 
mf^rity ;  he  wished  them  to  pass  by  a  unani- 
moos  vote;  be  that  as  it  might,  however,  he 
would  repeat  what  he  had  before  said,  that  he 
wished  it  to  be  oonsidMred  a  teit  qvtttum.  If 
these  propositions  were  rejected,  the  Senate 
will  hjave  s^d  to  the  South  "  come  here  no 
longer  for  protection ; "  by  such  a  vote  the 
Senate  would  legalize  a  continuance  of  these 
assaults.  If,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  adopt- 
ed, it  wonld  be  a  holy  pledge  of  that  body  to 
protect  it  from  farther  aggression ;  but  if  post- 
poned or  eluded,  it  wotud  be  incontrovertible 
evidence  of  the  unwillingness  of  the  Senate  to 
express  an  opinion ;  and  consequently  must  be 
considered  a  silent  acquiescence  in  ^e  insnlts 
offered  to  Southern  rights  and  Southern  feel- 

Sp.  If  adopted,  they  would  have  a  salutary 
(Mt  in  tranquillizing  the  public  mind.  He 
looked  to  these  resolutions  to  create  an  awaken- 
ing ^>irit  in  the  country  in  &vor  of  the  const!- 
tatioD.  The  idea  that  this  Republic  was  made 
np  of  one  great  aggregate  of  individuals,  tended 
to  increase  the  zmI  of  th^a  fanatics,  and  a 
more  rq)id  spread  of  their  doctrines.  The 
remedy  must  be  found  in  the  promulgation  of 
opposite  doctrines;  and  until  this  course  was 
adopted,  we  could  look  for  nothing  but  a  con- 
tinuance of  their  importunities.  When  the 
RM>nblio  was  in  danger,  he  must  look  to  State 
rights,  (the  only  true  conservative  principles,) 
and  on  this  depended  the  preservation  of  the 
Union ;  and  any  other  view  most  prove  &tal  to 
its  peace. 

Mr.  Pbbston'  made  a  short  reply.  His  ob- 
jection to  the  introduction  of  the  resolations 
was,  that  they  allowed  ground  for  discussion ; 
and  that  the  subject  ought  never  to  be  allowed 
to  enter  the  halls  of  the  Legislative  AMembly, 
was  always  to  he  taken  for  granted  by  the 
Sonth.  Again :  what  would  abstract  propo- 
rtions of  wis  nature  eflbctf  He  had  them  in 
the  decalogae,  bnt  did  they  prevent  crime  f 


Mr.  Strakoi  said  that  no  measure  could  be 
considered  child's  play  when  wives,  children, 
property,  all  that  was  dear  to  man,  was  at 
stake.  Could  he  be  otherwise  than  excited 
(said  Mr.  S.)  when  this  subject  is  brought  on 
the  tapis !  He  felt  sorry  that  the  resoTntiona 
bad  been  introduced ;  it  was  true  he  had  been 
consulted,  but  his  mind  had  not  yielded  assent, 
because  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  South  always 
lost  ground  by  discussion,  and  he  wished  to 
avoid  it  from  the  very  bottom  of  his  souL 
When  a  memorial  had  heea  presented  from  the 
Grand  Jury  of  this  District,  praying  that  slavery 
might  not  be  abolished  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  he  had  voted  against  the  printing 
of  that  memorial,  simply  beoanse  he  did  not 
wish  the  question  to  go  before  the  world.  If 
the  North  sets  us  the  example  of  excitement, 
why  did  we  follow  it  ?  So  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, he  agreed  with  the  whole  spirit  of  the 
resolutions,  but  still  did  not  think  them  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  case.  He 
was  opposed  to  their  postponement,  because  it 
would  result  in  a  long  and  protracted  discus- 
sion, in  which  the  Sonth  could  not  fail  to  be 
the  sufferer.  Let  whatever  action  be  had  upon 
them,  on  this  question,  as  in  all  others  of  mag- 
nitude, the  greatest  good  must  result  from  tite 
most  speedy  action. 

The  greatest  objection  he  had  to  tiie  resolu- 
tions, was  the  danger  of  producing  mischief 
by  the  discussion — mischief  by  the  excitement 
that  must  necessarily  be  created  in  dipping  into 
these  disquieting  topics.  The  proper  course 
for  the  Sonth,  was,  as  he  had  before  observed, 
to  remain  still,  and  pay  no  attention  to  the 
movements  of  these  idle  fanatics.  When  these 
abolition  movements  came  from  a  higher  source, 
he  would  point  to  the  constitution,  and  that 
under  that  instrument  our  possessions  are  guar- 
anteed. Vermont  he  thought  had  degraded 
herself  by  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions, 
(which  on  a  former  occasion,  had  been  read  in 
the  Senate,)  and  by  the  presentation  of  them 
to  this  bodyj  had  forfeited  her  claims  to  respect. 
He  was  wiUmg  to  believe  that  a  minority  of 
her  citizens  were  opposed  to  their  adoption, 
and  that  by  some  fatiiitous  circumstances,  her 
Legislature  had  become  momentarily  filled  with 
abolitionists  I  He  hoped,  for  her  everlasting 
credit,  that  the  result  of  her  earliest  delibera- 
tions wonld  be  to  retrace  her  steps,  and  retract 
the  odious  document  directed  to  be  presented. 
He  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  voting  against  the 
reception  of  all  petitions,  memorials,  or  resolu- 
tions, (come  from  whatever  quarter,)  in  relation 
to  the  subject  of  davery. 

Mr.  Swm  said  he  had  observed,  that  on- 
pleasant  allosions  had  been  made  to  the  resolu- 
tions which  he  had  offered,  and  improper  reflec- 
tions passed  upon  the  State  of  Vermont  He 
trusted  gentlemen  would  forbear  any  further 
allusions,  either  to  the  documents  or  the  State 
from  which  titey  emanated,  during  the  present 
discussion,  and  which  was  manifestly  on  a 
different  subject.    He  thought  it  would  be  time 
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enough  when  the  memorial  from  his  State 
shonld  be  brought  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Strange)  was  averse  to  the  dis- 
onssion  of  this  subject ;  so  was  everj  one  else ; 
but  he  onght  to  preach  that  to  the  abolitionists, 
not  to  the  defenders  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States.  Was  it  not  better  to  meet  uie  question 
a  little  offensively  than  not  to  meet  it  at  all  t 
With  regard  to  the  dootrinds  of  the  oonstita- 
tion,  all  might  be  well  acqaunted  with  them ; 
and  yet  how  were  they  observed?  Was  the 
South  to  sit  still  and  see  the  constitation  trodden 
under  foot,  and  its  principles  assailed  ?  Would 
it  not  be  better  to  try  and  rally  around  that 
body  all  who  were  orthodox  in  their  political 
adherence?  Look  to  the  alien  and  sedition 
law.  Was  that  odious  measure  defeated  by 
Bitting  still,  and  quoting  the  authority  of  the 
constitution  ?  Was  it  not  rather  by  a  series  of 
brief,  summary,  and  abstract  resolutions  ?  By 
that  straight-forward,  manly  course  we  would 
protect  our  own  rights,  and  at  the  same  time 
show  that  it  was  our  aim  to  defend  to  the  last 
the  charter  banded  down  to  us  by  our  forefa- 
thers. He  wished  these  resolutions  by  no  means 
to  be  considered  as  strictly  a  Southern  meas- 
ure. He  hoped  that  the  vote  that  would  be 
given  upon  them,  would  be  a  Northern  and 
Western,  as  well  as  Southern  vote. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  postponement, 
and  carried. 


Fbidat,  December  29. 
Hr.  Websteb  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Slavery — Mr.  Morrift  BMohttiont,  counter  to 
Mr.  CaVumnU. 

Hr.  HoBBis  offered  some  resolutions,  remark- 
ing that  he  had  prepared  them  by  way  of 
amendment  to  those  offered  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.) 
In  drafting  them  he  had,  as  far  as  his  own  opin- 
ion would  permit,  followed  the  text  of  those 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  yet  with  variations 
calculated,  in  his  view,  to  protect  the  right  of 
petition,  the  freedom  of  speech,  and  tlie  Ulierty 
of  the  press. 

In  offering  the  resolutions,  the  Senator  from 
Bouth  Carolina  had  thrown  the  glote,  and  with 
expressions  of  triumph  asserted  that  none  in 
the  Senate  could  vote,  in  his  opinion,  against  his 
views.  He,  however,  dared  to  enter  the  lists 
single-handed,  and  engage  with  him. 

Mr.  Calhoun  had  expressed  his  hopes  that 
his  proposition  would  meet  with  general  favor 
from  the  Senate.  He  had  expected  some  trifling 
oppontion,  but  nothing  in  the  light  of  the  pres- 
ent movement.  It  was,  however,  now  decided 
that  no  concession  or  sacrifice  would  satisfy  the 
opposition.  We  had  here  a  fair  specimen  of 
the  doctrine  in  full  color.  Yes,  here  was  dis- 
played the  absolute  creed  of  the  abolitionists, 
rally  developed;  and  from  this  he  had  little 
1m^  that  Ilia  dedre  to  promote  the  harmony  | 


of  the  Union  would  be  gratified.    He,  howenr, 
sternly  denied  throughout  the  charges  broo^ 
against  him  by  the  gentleman  who  had  offmd 
the  resolutions. 
A  motion  to  print  was  then  agreed  to. 


Wbdnbsdat,  January  8. 

Mr.  Calhoun'e  Buolutiont. 

Mr.  Calbottit  said  he  did  not  rise  with  •  vinr 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  doctrines  in  tlie 
resolutions,  but  to  repel  the  ground  assumed  bf 
those  opposed  to  them  in  their  peculiar  re|!«nl 
for  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  the  press,  and 
the  «<i«r««2  right  of  petition.    His  chief  olgectii 
urging  an  early  action  was,  that  the  groood 
taken  by  these  resolutions  was  distinctly  iiSa- 
ent  from  that  assumed  by  the  other  side ;  sad 
his  main  wish  in  asking  that  the  resolatioiB 
from  Vermont  might  be  postponed,  was  s  d«- 
sire  to  meet  them  m  a  manner  which  he  deem- 
ed most  consonant  with  the  duties  he  owed  to 
the  South  as  an  individual,  and  tiie  relatioalie 
bore  to  the  country  as  a  firm  and  uoffinchiiig 
supporter  of  the  Union.    He  had  remariced  «t 
the  time  the  Vermont  resolutions  were  pre- 
sented, that  if  no  other  member  called  tbem 
np,  he  pledged  himself  to  do  so.    In  the  men 
time,  he  had  consulted  his  own  mind  as  to  the 
l)est  mode  of  meeting  the  momentous  sabjeel, 
and  had  come  to  the  fixed  conclusion  that  ti» 
resolutions  he  had  presented  were  the  best  eai- 
cnlated  to  fix  the  ground  on  which  ail  coaU 
meet,  and  dispassionately  and  sincerely  ooDsnlt 
the  interests  of  the  whole.    The  resolDtiini 
from  Vermont  were  to  have  been  presented  to- 
morrow ;  and  had  he  retained  his  former  opin- 
ion, he  would  have  voted  against  their  recep- 
tion ;  but  they,  coming  from  a  sovereignStat^ 
(and  being  himself  the  advocate  of  State  rights,) 
he  shonld  urge  a  free  and  full  discasekm  con- 
cerning them,  as  having  a  higher  daim  tbaa 
the  petitions  of  infatuated  indfvidaals.   As  an 
advocate  of  State  rights,  he  would  not  feel  liiffi- 
self  bound  to  vote  agunst  hearing  these  resolu- 
tions, but  as  a  Southern  man,  feeling  his  dearett 
privileges  so  dangerously  assailed,  heoonldnot 
vote  for  their  reception.    Thus  trammeUed  • 
ho  was,  he  felt  unwilling  to  leave  the  fidd,  and 
in  order  to  obtain  a  right  to  present  his  owa 
views,  he  had  prepared  these  resolutions  as  be* 
adapted  for  the  purposej  by  presenting  an  an- 
tagonist course.    His  wish  was  to  tot  the  ^ 
tire  strength  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject, »»« 
to  de<nde  whether  any  neutral  ground  cwild  be 
adopted,  on  which  to  raUy,  and  check  thisd^ 
gerona  and  fatal  doctrine.    It  was  the  <»•  wj 
5ie  oniy  one,  as  he  before  observed,  of  saffioert 
magnitude  to  endanger  the  Union,  <*^^j'l*5 
ready  had  force  enough  to  shake  our  pdiucal 
system  to  its  very  centre.    On  one  side,  ui«» 
was  a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  North,  wno 
assert  and  maintain  that  our  domestic  institn- 
tions  ore  sinfbl and  immoral.    On  the  of^'J^ 
claim  our  institations  as  secored  to  u«  rm»t 
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the  oonstitatioD,  which  we  will  not  suffer  them 
to  interfere  with,  and  there  was  the  point  at 
iosne. 

Mr.  MoBBis  asked  to  take  the  vote  on  each 
separate  amendment.  The  resolutions  in  them- 
selves were,  to  his  mind,  broad,  sweeping,  and 
dennsciatory.  "What  was  the  object  of  these 
resolations?  Was  it  not  that  a  free  discussion 
on  an  important  qaestion  should  not  only  be 
disoonntenanced,  but  silenced  by  a  vote  of  that 
body?  They werepartialintheirbeariDg, speak- 
ing on  one  side,  and  not  on  the  other.  Mr.  M. 
for  one,  did  not  believe  that  Southern  rights 
existed  antagonistic  to  those  of  any  other  por- 
tion. Why  talk  of  attacks  on  Southern  inter- 
ests and  Sonthem  feelings  ?  Snoh  sentiments 
might  lead  to  geographical  distinctions,  bat 
co^  never  lead  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
the  whole  conntry.  Mr.  M.  professed  himself 
a  State  rights  man,  and  had  as  high  a  devotion 
to  the  Union  as  any  one ;  but  be  did  not  agree 
witti  the  views  of  the  Senator,  that  this  Bepnb- 
lio  was  a  Confederacy  of  separate  and  inde- 
pendent States.  He  considered  the  constitu- 
tion to  be  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  united 
voice  of  the  people.  Mr.  M.  wished  to  know 
what  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  meant 
by  interfering  with  domestic  policy  ?  Would 
that  gentleman  contend  that  beoanse  he  (Mr. 
M.)  t^ked  of  slavery  in  the  abstract  as  a  moral 
sin,  that  he  shonld  have  his  rights  abridged  f 
Freedom  of  speech,  of  the  press,  and  the  sacred 
right  of  petition,  were  all  sought  to  be  put 
down  at  one  fell  swoop.  If  we  could  not  meet 
together  and  discuss  subjects  and  compare  con- 
ditions with  others,  for  evil  or  for  good,  we 
should,  instead  of  progressing  in  our  high  des- 
tiny, retrograde,  and  be  tlie  merest  ciphers. 

Mr.  AixxN  suggested  that  it  might  be  as  well 
to  strike  out  the  word  religuni*,  as  all  discus- 
sions in  relation  to  it  were,  in  his  opinion,  im- 
proper and  not  called  for. 

Mr.  CAi.Hoim  said  that  the  whole  spirit  of 
the  resolntion  hinged  upon  that  word. 

Mr.  MoKBis  moved  to  strike  oat  the  words 
"  moral  or  religions ;"  on  which  he  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Pbbstok  thought  the  diflSculty  might  be 
obvii^ed  by  letting  the  resohition  read,  "  under 
any  pretence  whatever." 

Mr.  Calhoun  objected.  This  spirit  of  aboli- 
tion was  nothing  more  than  thnt  fanaticism 
that  had  carried  thousands  of  victims  to  the 
stake.  What  aroused  that  demoniacal  spirit, 
hot  the  opinion  that  the  faith  of  one  man  was 
criminal  in  the  sight  of  another.  Here  the 
same  spirit  was  attempted  to  be  revived,  under 
the  name  of  abolition,  and  he  tmsted  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  nation  to  put  it  down.  It 
was  impossible  for  him  to  consent  to  the  sng- 
geetion  of  his  colleague.  The  Sonth  had  been 
assMled  upon  the  principle  that  slavery  was 
wicked  and  immoral ;  and  could  we  meet  it 
with  such  a  milk-and-water  measure,  as  that 
"■  under  any  pretext  whateter"  which,  to  his' 
mind,  was  depriving  it  of  its  very  essenoe. 


Mr.  BocBANAN  would  express  his  opinion  as 
firmly  and  decidedly  as  any  man,  in  relation  to 
the  subject ;  not  wishing  to  excite  prejudices 
in  the  minds  of  any,  he  Sionght  the  resolution 
quite  as  strong  with  the  mowfication  as  with- 
out it. 

Mr.  AiXKN  was  unwilling  that  there  should 
be  any  allusion  to  religion  in  any  way  what- 
ever; it  was  not  a  subject  for  discussion  in 
the  Legislatures  of  States  or  in  the  Senate; 
it  was  a  matter  left  entirely  to  the  citizen  him- 
self. 

Mr.  TovNO  thought  nothing  short  of  the  res- 
olutions of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
would  have  the  desired  effect.  He  had  many 
friends  in  Illinois,  who  were  decided  Abolition- 
ists, with  whom  he  had  reasoned  on  the  danger 
of  their  course  to  the  Unioa,  to  which  all  were 
attached ;  but  with  them  it  was  considered  a 
religious  duty  they  had  to  perform  ;  and  hence 
was  of  opinion  that  the  provision  ought  not  to 
be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Batabo  took  a  constitutional  view  of 
the  question ;  and,  though  be  denounced  the 
spirit  of  abolition  as  dangerous  and  wicked  in 
the  extreme,  yet  he  did  not  feel  himself  author- 
ized to  vote  for  the  resolutions.  If  the  doc- 
trine contained  in  them  was  correct,  then  nul- 
lification was  correct ;  and,  if  passed,  might 
hereafter  be  appealed  to  as  a  precedent  in  favor 
of  that  doctrine. 

Mr.  Calhoun  wished  merely  to  cover  the 
common  creed  of  the  State  rights  party,  and  he 
bad  appealed  to  gentlemen  directly  antagonists 
to  him,  that  if  they  saw  any  thing  in  the  reso- 
lutions at  all  savoring  of  what  had  been  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator,  he  would  immediate^ 
pass  his  pen  through  it. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  was  in  favor  of  the  resolutions, 
and  retaining  them  as  originally  drafted  by  the 
Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina.  He  still  believ- 
ed that  there  were  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
North  sincerely  attached  to  the  Union,  and  hod 
neither  part  nor  lot  in  these  mischievous  pro- 
ceedings. 

On  Mr.  MoBBis's  motion  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  moral  and  religions,"  there  appeared'^ 
yeas  14,  nays  31. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  res- 
olution, and  carried, — yeas  81,  nays  18. 

Mr.  Websteb  admitted  the  necessity  of  some 
definite  action  on  the  subject  on  the  part  of 
Congress;  but  his  objection  to  the  adoption 
of  the  resolutions  now  under  consideration  was 
based  solely  on  the  belief  that  they  were  at  va- 
riance with  the  correct  interpretation  of  the 
constitution.  Though  the  States  miglvt  have 
certain  vested  rights,  yet  they  were  such  as 
were  strictly  of  a  local  nature,  and  limited  in 
their  extent  to  strict  compliance  with  constitu- 
tional provisions. 

If  the  resolutions  set  forth  that  all  domestic 
institutions,  except  so  far  as  the  constitution 
might  interfere,  and  any  intermeddling  there- 
with by  a  State  or  individual,  was  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  confederacy,  and  was  thereby 
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illegal  and  nqjast,  he  wonld  give  them  his 
hearty  and  cheerful  sapport. 

The  Confederacy  ooiud  never  have  existed 
withont  this  prevailing  power  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  oonld  no  longer  exist  without  its  con- 
tinaanoe.  It  was  difiScult  to  define  what  do- 
mestic institutions  were  without  the  pole  of  the 
ooflstitntion.  Judicature  was  one  of  the  class, 
and  ao  with  commerce,  except  inasmuch  as  the 
making  of  treaties  was  concerned.  Yet  it  was 
not  so  as  regards  slavery.  It  was  the  express 
power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  slaves,  though  the  institntion  was  in  itself 
guaranteed  by  the  constitution. 

If  the  resolutions  could  be  modified  to  meet 
the  oonstitntional  requisitions,  asserting  that 
the  constitution  permitttd  slavery,  and  pro- 
tected the  institution,  he  would  then  vote  for 
them.  An  assertion  here  that  the  constitution 
cannot  meddle  with  domestic  institutions,  if 
supported,  utterly  deprives  it  of  power  ot 
effect. 

Mr.  Oaxbottk  assumed  that  there  were  now 
many  institutions  so  far  domestic  as  to  be 
wholly  within  the  control  of  States  wherein 
they  existed.  Such  was  negro  slavery.  The 
gentieman's  views  evidently  ai£fered  materially 
from  his.  No  one  could  support  an  in^mnent 
against  bis  views  respecting  sUvery.  He  could 
name  a  long  catalogue  of  institutions  controlled 
wholly  by  States  on  the  same  ground.  He 
would  not,  in  establishing  such  control,  inquire 
and  mark  out  the  dividii^  line  of  public  opin- 
ion in  the  premises.  It  was  alike  the  sacred 
right  of  all,  whether  of  the  North  or  South. 
These  rights,  were  institutions  growing  ont  of 
the  constitntion,  and  which  must  be  maintain- 
ed, and  could  never  be  meddled  with  by  others, 
bat  with  the  greatest  danger  to  the  Confed- 
eracy. 

Mr.  Webstkb  inferred  f^om  the  gentieman^s 
argument,  that  the  question  was  not  whether 
there  were  not  some  domestic  institutions  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  constitution,  bat  it  claims 
that  all  such  were  beyond  its  control. 

Mr.  CxLHomr  had  no  objection  to  striking 
ont  aU  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  MoKBis  moved  to  strike  ont  certidn 
words  in  the  second  resolution ;  lost — ^yeas  IS, 
nays  88. 

Mr.  SoTTTBABD  Objected  to  further  amend- 
ment. There  was  now  nothing  left  of  the 
second  resolntioa  bat  simply  a  declaration  that 
the  States  "  have  just  what  rights  they  have." 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  second  resolution,  and  carried — yeas  81, 
nays  9. 


Friday,  January  6. 

JKiturlattee*  on  the  KorfKem  Frontier. 

The  Craib  communicated  tlie  following 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States: 


To  Ike  BenaU  mtd 

HouM  of  Jiepntntativet  of  A*  UmttdSUet: 

Recent  experience  on  the  aoDthem  botmdaij  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  events  now  daily  oeeii- 
ring  on  our  northern  frontier,  have  d>undintl]r  ebon 
that  tlie  "TJating  Ut8  an  imaffident  to  guaid  igiiiia 
hostile  invasion,  from  the  Umted  States,  of  tiK  teni- 
tory  of  friendly  and  neighboring  nations. 

The  laws  in  force  proride  sufficient  penalties  fcr 
the  punishment  of  such  oiTencea,  ai^r  tliej  btre 
been  committed,  and  prorided  the  parties  cia  be 
found ;  bat  the  ExecutiTe  is  poweriess  in  manj  can 
to  prevent  tlie  oommisaon  of  them,  ercn  wben  ii 
poMession  of  ample  eridence  of  an  intentiaa  n 
the  part  of  evil.di^)osed  pemona  to  vicdate  oat  Ian 

Tour  attention  is  called  to  this  defect  in  oar  leg» 
Ution.  It  is  apparent  that  the  Ezecative  oogbttg 
Iw  clothed  with  adequate  power  effectually  to  reitnii 
all  persons  witliin  our  juiiBdiction  from  the  oomot' 
sion  of  acta  of  this  chatacter.  They  tend  to  diatnb 
the  peace  of  the  country,  and  inevitably  inTohe  tbe 
Qovenunent  in  perplexing  controversies  with  taaa 
poweia.  I  recommend  a  carefiil  revision  of  ill  tbe 
laws  now  in  force,  and  such  additional  enactmoitsii 
may  be  necessary  to  vest  in  the  Ezecutive  full  ponr 
to  prevent  injuries  being  inflicted  upon  neigbboting 
nations  by  the  unauthorized  and  unlawAil  tcU  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  of  other  pemn 
who  may  be  witliin  oar  jurisdiction,  and  inbjectta 
our  control. 

In  illustration  of  these  viewa,  and  to  efaow  tin 
necessity  of  an  eariy  action  on  the  part  of  Congmi, 
I  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  reoeired  freo 
the  Marshal  of  the  northern  district  of  New  Yo^ 
who  liad  l>een  directed  to  repair  to  the  frontier,  ai 
take  all  authorized  measures  to  secure  the  faitUsl 
execution  of  existing  laws. 

M.  VAN  BCKEI. 

WlSHiKaTOli,  January/  6,  1838. 

Mr.  Olat  rose  to  express  his  Adl  convidiM 
of  the  necessity  of  some  early  action  on  this 
important  subject.  No  spectacle  could  be  non 
revolting  to  toe  feelings  of  a  free  people,  tlm 
a  war  either  among  themselves  or  with  aaotber 
country.  The  views  of  the  Execntive  met  la 
highest  approbation,  but  it  was  the  doty  rf 
Congress  to  examine,  and,  if  the  existing  Un 
were  not  adequate  to  prevent  the  alleged  inltf- 
ference  of  oar  citizens,  others  should  be  forth- 
with enacted  for  the  fall  aoooroplishmeDt  of  <n 
object  so  desirable.  Mr.  C.  adverted,  in  con- 
nection, to  the  vexations  and  unsettied  stste  of 
our  Nortiiem  boundary,  which  state  of  thiup 
tended  to  increase  tlie  danger  which  now 
threatened  as. 

If  the  people  of  this  country  choose  to  r»- 
nounce  their  citizenship,  it  was  perhaps  «llo»- 
able ;  bat  any  interference  with  a  rebellioa  ta 
a  country  with  which  we  were  at  peace,  showd 
meet  the  earliest  attention  of  our  Govemnuol 
We  might,  as  citizens,  freely,  and  in  any  mill- 
ner  we  thought  proper,  express  our  ^pqisJWw 
with  either  belligerent  party,  bat  in  no  «•« 
lend  them  aid  or  oonntenanoe. 

He  hoped  that  to  whatever  committee  w 
subject  might  be  referred,  they  wonld  exainiM 
whether  or  not  the  action  of  our  citiiens  m 
not  been  limited  to  some  diq>ated  torritoiy,  or 
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wheiher  anna,  manitions  of  war,  or  simplies, 
bad  been  famished,  and  which,  if  provea  tme, 
andi  condnot  most  be  viewed  by  Govemmeai 
aa  in  the  highest  dM^ree  reprehensible. 

Mr.  Calhoiri  had  felt  mm  the  be^nning  of 
the  troubles  in  Canada  the  greatest  anxiety, 
and  a  fear  that  it  might  result  in  difficulties  to 
this  oonntry.  He  hoped  the  existing  laws,  pro- 
hibiting the  interference  of  onr  citizens,  would 
be  ti^lj  enforced ;  and  if,  on  examination, 
they  ahoold  be  found,  insufficient  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  case,  that  new  ones  woold  be 
speiedily  enacted.  He  wonV  set  forth  in  the 
Btrongeist  light  the  terrible  consequences  of  a 
war  with  Great  Britain  at  the  present  time. 
He  nraed  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  the 
necessity  of  clothing  the  Executive  with  all 
needfnl  additional  power,  if  the  laws  in  force 
were  in  this  respect  too  limited.  He  moved 
the  reference  to  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign 
Belations. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Bkhtoh  in  favor 
of  the  motion  to  commit,  the  doonments  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations. 


■       HOUSE  OF  BEPBKSEITTATIVBS. 

MojTDAT,  January  8. 
Metiage  from  the  JPretident — Britith  Iwoation 

^American  Soil— Attack  on  the  Caroline. 

The  following  Message,  in  writing,  was  re- 
oeived  f^m  the  Presideut  of  the  United  States. 

lb  the  Senate  and 

Home  of  Bepreeeniativa,  United  Statu : 

la.  the  highly  excited  state  of  feeling  on  the 
nmihem  frontier,  occasioned  by  the  disturbanoes  in 
Oanada,  it  was  to  be  apprehended  that  causes  of 
complaint  might  arise  on  the  line  dividing  the  United 
States  from  her  Britannic  Hajesty's  dominions.  Every 
precantion  was  therefore  talien  on  our  part  authorized 
by  the  existing  laws,  and  as  the  tnx>ps  of  the  prov- 
inces were  embodied  on  the  Canadian  side,  it  was 
hoped  that  no  serions  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
United  States  would  be  permitted  to  occur.  I  regret, 
however,  to  inform  you  that  an  outrage  of  a  most 
sggjMw^t^  fjiaracter  has  been  committed,  aocom- 
ptu^.  BaONSOy  Ithough  temporary  invasion  of  our 
teifliei^r  disposi,  ^e  strongest  feelings  of  resent- 
ment on  liion  than.  ir  dUzens  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  in  the  whunn  to  ^  line,  and  that  the  excitement 
iseviously  existing  has  been  alarmingly  increased. 
To  guard  against  &  possible  recurrence  of  any  simi- 
lar act,  I  have  thought  it  indispensable  to  call  out  a 
potion  of  the  miliUa  to  be  posted  on  that  frontier. 
jHte  documents  herewith  presented  to  Congress,  ahoT 
&e  character  of  the  outrage  committed,  the  measures 
taken  in  consequence  of  its  occurrence,  and  the  ne- 
oearity  for  resorting  to  them. 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  the  subject  was  immedi- 
«tdy  brouf^t  to  the  notice  of  the  British  minister 
•ocredited  to  this  country,  and  the  proper  steps  taken 
on  our  part  to  obtain  &e  fullest  information  of  all 
the  circumstances  leading  to  and  attendant  upon  the 
tnmsaction,  preparatory  to  a  demand  for  repara- 
tion. I  ask  such  appropriations  as  the  circumstances 
ia  which  our  country  is  thus  unexpectedly  placed 
nqoire.  M.  VAN  BVSES. 

WiaHiaoTON,  Jan.  8,  18S8. 


iff.  Sojfen  to  the  Prttident. 

BvTWAho,  Dec  80,  1887. 
StB :  Onr  whole  ftontier  is  in  commotion,  and  I 
fear  it  will  be  difficult  to  restrain  our  dtisens  flrom 
revenging,  by  a  resort  to  arms,  this  flagrant  invasion 
of  onr  territory.  Every  thing  that  can  be  done  wiU 
be  by  the  pnUic  authorities  to  prevent  so  iiyudicioas 
a  movement.  The  respective  sheriA  of  Erie  and 
Niagara  have  taken  the  lesponaibiUty  of  calling  oat 
the  milida,  to  guard  the  frontier,  and  prevent  any 
{tardier  depredations. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  connderation. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  ROGERS, 
IKstrict  Attorney  for  Erie  county. 

StATE  ot  Niw  ToRK,  Niagara  eomUy,  «. 

Oilman  Appleby,  of  tiie  city  of  Buflalo,  being 
sworn,  says,  tliat  he  left  the  port  of  Buffalo  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th  instant,  in  the  steamboat  Caro- 
lme, owned  by  William  Wells,  of  Bublo,  and  hound 
for  Sctilceser,  upon  the  east  side  of  the  Niagara  Biver, 
and  witliin  the  United  States.  That  this  deponent 
commanded  tlie  said  Caroline,  and  that  she  was 
deared  from  Buffalo  with  a  view  to  run  between  said 
Bufiiilo  and  Schlosser,  carry  passengers,  freight,  etc 
That  this  dep<ment  caused  the  said  Caroline  to  be 
landed  at  Black  Rock,  on  her  way  down ;  and  that, 
wliile  at  Black  Bock,  ^lis  depcment  caused  tlie  Amer- 
ican flu  to  be  run  up ;  and  that,  soon  after  leaving 
Black  Rock  harbor,  a  volley  of  musketry  was  Ha- 
ctiaiged  at  the  Caroline  from  the  Canada  shore,  but 
without  injury.  That  the  said  Caroline  continued 
her  course  down  the  Niagara  River  unmolested,  and 
landed  outride  of  certain  scows  or  boats  attached  to 
Navy  Iriand,  where  a  number  of  passengers  disem- 
barked, and,  as  this  deponent  supposes,  certain  arti- 
cles of  freight  were  landed.  That  iVom  this  point 
the  Caroline  ran  to  Schlosser,  arriving  there  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  that,  between  this  time  and 
dark,  the  Caroline  made  two  trips  to  Navy  Island, 
landing  as  before.  That,  at  about  six  o'dock  in  the 
evening,  this  deponent  caused  the  said  Caroline  to 
be  landed  at  Sctilosser,  and  made  fast  with  chains  to 
the  dock  at  that  place.  That  the  crew  and  officers 
of  the  Caroline  numbered  ten,  and  that,  in  the  course 
of  the  evening,  twenty-three  individuals,  all  of  whom 
were  dtizens  of  the  United  States,  came  on  board  of 
the  Caroline,  and  requested  this  deponent  and  other 
officers  of  the  boat  to  permit  tiiem  to  remain  on 
board  during  tlie  night,  as  they  were  unable  to  get 
lodgings  at  the  tavern  near  by ;  tiiese  inquests  were 
acceded  to,  and  the  persons  thus  coming  on  board 
retired  to  rest,  as  did  also  all  of  the  crew  and  officers 
of  the  Candine,  except  such  as  were  stationed  to 
watch  during  the  night  That  about  midnight,  this 
deponent  was  informed  by  one  of  the  watch  tiiat 
several  boats  filled  with  men  were  making  towards 
the  Caroline  from  tlie  river,  and  this  deponent  im- 
mediately gave  the  alarm,  and  before  he  was  able 
to  reach  the  deck  the  Caroline  was  boarded  by  some 
seventy  or  eighty  men,  all  of  whom  were  armed. 
That  they  immediately  commenced  a  warfare  widi 
muAets,  swords,  and  cutlasses,  upon  the  defence- 
less crew  and  passengers  of  the  Caroline,  under  a 
fierce  cry  of  "  Q — d  damn  them,  give  them  no  quar- 
ters ;  kin  every  man ;  fire  !  fire  I"  That  the  Caro- 
line was  sliandoned  witliout  resirtance,  and  the 
(Hily  effort  made  by  either  the  crew  or  pasaengeia 
seemed  to  be  to  escape  slauj^ter.  That  this  depo- 
nent narrowly  escaped;   havmg  received  several 
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woundii,  none  of  which,  howerer,  are  of  a  aerious 
character.  That  immediately  after  the  Caroline 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  armed  force  who  boarded 
her,  she  was  set  on  fire,  cut  loose  from  the  dock, 
was  towed  into  the  current  of  the  river,  there  aban- 
doned, and  soon  after  descended  the  Niaeara  Falls ; 
that  this  deponent  has  made  vigilant  search  after  the 
individuals,  thirty-three  in  number,  who  are  known 
to  have  been  on  the  Caroline  at  the  time  she  was 
boarded,  and  twenty-one  only  are  to  be  fonnd,  one 
of  whom,  to  wit,  Amos  Durfee,  of  Buflalo,  was  found 
dead  upon  the  dock,  having  received  a  shot  from  a 
mudcet,  Qie  ball  of  which  penetrated  the  back  part 
of  the  head,  and  came  out  at  the  forehead.  James 
H.  King  and  Captain  C.  F.  Harding  were  seriously, 
though  not  mortally  wounded.  Several  others  re- 
ceived slight  wounds.  The  twelve  individuals  who 
are  missing,  this  deponent  has  no  doubt  were  either 
murdered  upon  the  steamboat,  or  found  a  watery 
grave  in  the  cataract  of  the  falls.  And  this  depo- 
nent further  says,  that  immediately  after  the  Caro- 
line was  got  into  the  current  of  the  stream  and  aban- 
doned, as  before  stated,  beacon  lights  were  discov- 
ered Dpon  the  Ouuda  shore,  near  Chippewa ;  and 
after  sufficient  time  had  elapsed  to  enable  the  boats 
to  reach  that  shore,  this  deponent  distinctly  beard 
loud  and  vociferous  cheering  at  that  point.  That 
tills  deponent  has  no  doubt  that  the  individuals  who 
boarded  the  Caroline  were  a  part  of  the  British  forces 
now  stationed  at  Chippewa. 

GILMAK  AFPLEBT. 

State  or  New  Tore,  Niagara  county,  t>. 

Charles  F.  Harding,  James  H.  King,  Joahna  H. 
Smith,  William  Seaman,  William  Kennedy,  William 
Wells,  John  Leonard,  Sylvanus  Staring,  and  John 
Haggarty,  being  sworn,  severally,  depose  and  say  that 
tiiey  have  heard  the  foregoing  affidavit  of  Oilman 
Appleby,  read;  that  they  were  on  the  Caroline  at 
the  time  she  was  boarded  as  stated  in  said  affidavit, 
and  that  all  the  facts  sworn  to  by  said  Appleby  as 
occurring  after  the  said  Caroline  was  so  traaided  as 
aforesaid,  are  correct  and  true. 

Mr.  Poimett  to  Gen.  Scott. 
Defabtxent  of  War,  Januarj/  5,  1888. 

Sir  :  Tou  will  repair,  without  delay,  to  the  Canada 
frontier  of  the  United  States,  and  assiuie  the  military 
command  there. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  duplicate  letters  to  the 
Oovemora  of  the  States  of  Kew  York  and  Vermont, 
requesting  llhem  to  call  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  such  a  militia  force  as  yon  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  that  frontier  of  the  United  States. 

This  power  has  been  confided  to  you  in  the 
full  persuasion  that  you  will  use  it  discreetly,  and 
extend  the  call  only  so  far  as  circumstances  may 
seem  to  require. 

It  is  important  that  the  troops  called  into  the 
service  should  be,  if  possible,  exempt  from  that 
state  of  excitement  which  the  late  violation  of  our 
territory  has  created,  and  you  will  therefore  impress 
upon  the  Governors  of  these  border  States  the  propri- 
ety of  selecting  troops  from  a  portion  of  the  State 
distant  from  the  theatre  of  action. 

The  Executive  possesses  no  legal  authority  to  em- 
ploy the  military  force  to  restrain  persons  within  our 
jurisdiction,  and  who  ought  to  be  under  our  control, 
from  violating  the  laws,  by  making  incursions  into  the 
territory  of  neighboring  and  friendly  nations,  with 
hostile  intent    I  can  give  you,  therefore,  no  instruc- 


tions on  ttiat  subject ;  but  request  that  you  will  pn 
us  your  influence  to  prevent  suck  excesses,  uid  to 
preserve  the  character  of  this  Government  for  good 
faith,  and  a  proper  regard  for  the  rights  of  fri^; 
powers. 

The  militia  will  be  called  into  the  service  for  tint 
months,  unless  sooner  discharged ;  and  in  yoor  r^ 
quisitions  you  will  designate  the  number  of  men,  isd 
take  care  that  the  officers  do  not  exceed  a  due  pro- 
portion. 

It  is  deemed  important  that  the  admmistntiTf 
branch  of  the  service  should  be  conducted  wbeimr 
practicable,  by  officers  of  the  repair-  aimy. 

The  disposition  ottthe  force,  with  regard  to  ;lhe 
points  to  be  occupied,  is  confided  to  your  diacretioD, 
military  skill,  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  com' 
try ;  and  the  amount  of  that  force  must  depend  iipoi 
the  character  and  duration  of  the  contest  now  goiii; 
on  in  Canada,  and  the  disposition  manifested  by  tbe 
people  and  the  public  authorities  of  that  coltmr. 

The  President  indulges  a  hope  that  outrages,  amili: 
to  that  which  lately  occurred  at  Schloaser,  will  not 
be  repeated ;  and  that  you  will  be  able  to  maiitiii 
the  peace  of  that  frontier  without  bdng  call<Kl  iipot 
to  use  tbe  force  which  has  been  confi-^^  to     o. 

Mr.  Poiiuett  to  Cfov.  Marcy. 
Departxemt  or  War,  Jm  ary  5,  IMS. 

Sir:  The  territory  of  the  Unitt.  States  iamif 
been  violated  by  a  party  of  armed  men  frmn  tin 
Canada  shore,  and  apprehensions  being  entertained, 
from  the  highly  excited  feelings  of  bow  pattiei,  tkst 
similar  outrages  may  lead  to  an  invasion  of  'or  soil, 
the  President  has  thought  proper  to  eiercH  tbe 
authority  vested  in  him  hy  law,  and  oall  out  di  i 
militia  force  as  may  be  deemed  necesbary  t<  protect 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  in  consequence,  instructed  b^  tbe  Ireadait| 
to.  request  you  will  call  into  the  sc-rv'  e  of  the  United 
States,  and  place  under  the  coiDJiand  of  Brertt 
H^or-General  Scott,  such  militia  fmce  as  he  my  re- 
quire to  be  employed  on  tbe  Canada  frontier,  br 
the  purpose  herein  set  forth. 

[Same  to  his  Excellency,  Silas  H.  Ixxnaa, 
Governor  of  Vermont,  Montpeli-r,  Veimwit.] 

Mr.  Fortgtk  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Departxeiit  or  State,  Wcuhit  ''^  ^imgeu.  iltW. 
Sir  :  By  the  direction  of  the  shonld  be  foi^ 
ed  States,  I  have  the  bono.  'Ainplishnien*  '?*J 
copy  of  the  evidence  tmmc  ■^,  tAv«ix\''^''^^'^^ 
an  extraordinary  outrage  C(<..<l  »i--«  from  Her  Bii- 
tannic  Majesty's  province  of  Upper  Canada,  on  the  pB' 
sons  and  property  of  citixens  of  the  United  StiiJ 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  New  To* 
The  destruction  of  the  property,  and  assassbitionof 
dtirens  of  the  United  State*  on  the  soil  of  New  To* 
at  the  moment  when,  as  is  well  known  to  yoa,  m 
President  was  anxiously  endeavoring  to  ^ij  "* 
excitement,  and  earnestly  seeking  to  prevent  any  Oh 
fortunate  occurrence  on  the  frontier  of  Canadi,  bu 
produced  upon  his  mind  the  most  painiU  emoncM 
of  surprise  and  regret  It  will  necessarily  ''*"™ 
subject  of  a  demand  for  redress  upon  Her  M«je^ 
Government  This  communication  is  made  to  yw 
under  the  expectation  that,  through  your  '"•'??* 
tality,  an  early  explanation  may  be  obtaiBeo_  v9t 
the  autiiorities  of  Upper  Canada  of  all  flie  ww»- 
stances  of  the  transaction ;  and  that,  by  your  aiW* 
to  those  authorities,  such  decisive  preoautioM  ■•/ 
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be  lued  u  will  render  the  petpettation  of  similar  aeta 
hereafter  impossible.  Not  donbtiiis  the  disposition 
of  the  GoTernment  of  Upper  Canach  to  do  its  dnty 
in  ponkhing  .the  aggreason  and  prevoiting  fatore 
ontn^e,  the  Prudent,  notwithatanding,  has  deemed 
it  necessary  to  order  a  sufficient  force  on  the  frontier 
to  repel  any  attempt  of  a  like  character,  and  to  make 
known  to  you  that  if  it  should  occur,  he  cannot  be 
answerable  for  the  effects  of  the  Indignation  of  the 
neighboring  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  V«><«age  having  been  read, 

Mr.  HoWftl.""«id,  that  seeing  the  President, 
in  the  conclnsidr  of  the  Message,  called  for  an 
appropriation,  he  shonld  move  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  of  "Ways  and  Means,  otherwise 
he  should  have  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  TnosiFsoN  moved  that  m  mnoh  of  the 
Message  as  related  to  the  call  for  appropriations 
be  reierred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  the  residne  thereof  to  the  Com- 
mittee jon  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  v'BAT  ^id  not  rise  for  the  pnrpose  of  ex- 
cosing  the  deed  which  was  said  to  have  been 
done,  bot  he  was  opposed  to  any  course  during 
the  present  t  'te  of  things  which  wonld  have 
tiie  least  ten  ency  to  place  us  in  a  warlike 
position  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr."  TnLLiNOHABT  thought  it  extremely  impor- 

I  tant  that  the  feeling  of  excitement  in  the  North 
H    should"  Jot  be  fhrther  excited  by  discussions  in 

I I  that  "''air.  No  gentleman  knowing  the  high 
"  and  11.  eral  j"Jicy  of  Great  Britain,  could  sup- 
pose tl  st  she  wonld  refuse  to  discountenance 
and  deliver  '^p  those  murderers,  provided  the 
facts  alleged  "yece  properly  established.  But, 
at  the  same  tin<^,.he  considered  it  highly  neces- 
sary that  oar  Mtizens  on  the  frontier  onght  to 
be  protected  from  snch  attacks,  and  not  to  be 
left  defenceless.  He  hoped  thtit  troops  would 
be  sent  immediately  to  preserve  the  peace,  and 
prevent  a  retaliaiki<»  from  our  own  people,  if 
possible,  still  more  violent.  But,  this  state  of 
things  onght  to  have  been  foreseenjnore  than  a 
month  ago,  and  m<>  )8ures  pro videc    ccordingly. 

Mr.  Bbonsox  r.  rr^tted  to  see  that  there  was 
a  greater  disposi,  '  p  make  war  on  the  Ad- 
ministration thaa  ii  'jrreat  Britain.  He  was 
as  much  averse  to  ...  ar  with  Great  Britiun  as 
any  one,  but  he  could  not  restrain  his  surprise 
that  gentiemen  should  throw  the  whole  blame 
of  the  recent  ooonrrences  upon  the  Administra- 
tion. He  would  ask  if  the  Administration  had 
not  done  all  that  was  possible  it  could  do  under 
an  the  circumstances  of  the  case?  TVes  the 
Administration  to  be  blamed  for  the  peculiar 
situation  of  that  portion  of  our  frontier,  and 
because  a  party  from  the  other  side  had  come 
over  and  murdered  a  number  of  our  citizens  ? 
Until  within  the  last  thirty  days  there  were  no 
indications  in  that  quarter  which  would  au- 
thorize the  Executive  to  adopt  snch  measures 
IS  were  now  necessary. 

Mr.  Rbktt  thought  the  House  should,  in  the 
first  place,  look  at  the  matter  calmly,  and  as- 
certain who  WM  to  blame.    Was  it  with  the 


Administration  f  Candor,  certainly,  would  de- 
clare not,  whilst  not  a  regolar  soldier  was  avail- 
able at  its  command ;  and  the  civil  ofiScers  on 
the  frontier,  who  had  been  called  upon  to 
repress  the  excitement,  appear  by  their  con- 
duct to  have  been  the  instruments  of  increasing 
and  continaing  it.  How,  sir,  asked  Mr.  R., 
had  the  difficulty  commenced!  'Was  it  not 
caused  by  a  fbgitive  from  Canada,  a  traitor 
according  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  for  whose 
head  a  price  had  been  offered,  coming  over  the 
lines  into  the  United  States,  and  in  open  day, 
in  the  streets  of  Buffalo,  by  his  inflammatorx 
speeches,  induciiig  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  take  up  arms,  and  assist  in  a  rebellion 
of  the  subjects  of  a  friendly  power,  who  was 
rightfully  endeavoring  to  maintain  her  institu- 
tions ?  This  fugitive  had  not  only  been  harbored 
and  entertained  by  us,  but  recraits  from  amongst 
our  citizens  were  openly  mastered  to  his  stand- 
ard. Now,  have  we  forgotten  the  laws  of 
nations  as  we  applied  them  when  Gen.  Jackson 
seized  upon  Pensacola,  because  her  authorities 
harbored  our  Indian  enemy,  and  famished  them 
with  munitions  of  war  ?  He  then  ably  demon- 
strated, by  the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  that  for  such  a  cause 
we  had  a  right  to  take  possession  by  the  sword 
of  the  city  of  a  friendly  nation ;  and  have  the 
citizens  of  Buffalo  done  less  than  the  Governor 
of  Pensacola  ?  Suppose  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  should  gather  together  upon  our  fron- 
tiers, in  combination  with  some  discontented, 
factious  citizens,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
overturning  our  republican  institutions — how 
would  we  bear  it  ?  and  how  would  we  tolerate 
the  idea  that  munitions  of  war,  provisions,  and 
fire-arms,  shotild  be  furnished  these  our  enemies 
by  British  subjects  t  Unquestionably  we  would 
consider  ourselves  as  grossly  wronged,  and 
would  be  very  slow  in  recognizing  any  spirit 
of  friendship  as  dictating  such  measures. 

Mr.  Mbnifek  endeavored  to  show  that  greater 
causes  had  been  at  work,  previous  to  the  attack 
on  the  steamboat  Carohne,  to  pro<lace  the 
present  state  of  things.  He  alluded  at  some 
length  to  the  policy  of  this  Government  toward 
Mexico,  which,  he  contended,  had  engendered 
a  lawless  and  dishonorable  feeling  in  our  citi- 
zens, and  had  influenced  their  conduct  in  rela- 
tion to  Canada.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  reference 
of  the  whole  snbject  to  committees. 

Mr.  Thomsfon  said  he  would  not  prejudge 
the  case — ho  wonld  not  rely  upon  newspapers 
and  ex  parte  statements  on  either  side;  he 
wanted  information  in  an  authentic  form.  Bat 
if  that  statement  is  trne,  (and  the  President 
seems  to  think  it  so,)  it  is  a  cold-blooded,  nn- 
mitigated,  and  savage  murder  of  unoffending 
American  citizens,  with  circumstances  of  atro- 
city unprecedented  among  civilized  nations, 
even  in  a  state  of  actual  war.  He  sincerely 
hoped  that  there  were  facts  which  would  excuse 
or  explain  the  statement  which  we  now  have. 
If  there  are  not,  no  disclaimer  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Government,  no  atonement  by  that 
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Government  short  of  a  surrender  to  oar  tri- 
bunals of  the  ferocions  assassins,  shoqjd,  or 
would  satisfy  the  American  people.  The  gentle- 
man fi'om  Kentucky  (Mr.  Mbnifeb)  hm  s^d 
that  there  was  no  danger  of  war ;  that  there 
was  no  principle  involved ;  none  snch  as  the 
right  of  search.  No  principle  involved  I  Great 
God  I  sir,  are  we  to  be  told  that  there  is  no 
principle  involved  in  the  invasion  of  onr  terri- 
tory by  a  hostile  band  of  another  nation,  and 
the  murder,  with  fiendish  atrocity,  of  oar 
deeping  and  unoffending  citizens  ?  The  gentle- 
man has  alluded  to  another  topic,  which,  al- 
though Mr.  T.  had  anticipated,  he  did  not  expect 
from  that  quarter.  The  gentleman  said  that 
tlie  course  of  oar  Government  towards  Mexico 
had  been  infamous,  cowardly,  but  that  we  were 
now  about  to  be  forced  by  England,  our  peer, 
oar  equal,  to  do  that  which  onr  sense  of  justice 
had  not  prompted  towards  Mexico.  He  had  no 
wish  to  see  onr  Government  presented  in  this 
light  to  the  civilized  world.  He  had  watched 
the  course  of  the  Administration  through  the 
whole  progress  of  the  war  in  Texas,  and  he 
was  prepared  to  prove  that  our  Government 
had  exerted  every  power  under  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  to  enforce  neutrality. 

The  laws  upon  that  subject  are,  in  the  main, 
penal,  not  preventive.  There  was  no  power 
to  prevent  our  citizens  from  expatriating  them- 
selves to  Texas  or  any  other  country,  nor  to 
jwevent  them  from  bearing  arms  in  the  wars 
of  their  new  country.  Such  was  almost,  in 
every  instance,  the  case  with  our  citizens  who 
went  to  Texas.  Not  one  in  one  hundred  has 
gone  there  with  other  views  than  of  permanent 
settlement  The  only  law  which  could  have 
prevented  this  was  the  act  of  1818,  forbidding 
enlistment  for  foreign  service.  In  all  cases, 
along  our  whole  border,  the  district  attorneys 
were  earnestly  and  repeatedly  urged  to  enforce 
the  law.  If  they  did  not,  it  was  no  fault  of 
the  Government.  It  resulted  from  a  universal 
sympathy  of  our  people  with  the  gallant  strug- 
gle of  the  Texans,  wmoh  rendered  the  enforcing 
the  law  impossible.  Quid  voltant  legei  tine 
maribtu.  Yon  never  can  enforce  a  law  which 
violates  the  general  feeling  of  the  coontiy, 
without  breaking  down  the  most  sacred  guar- 
antee of  public  liberty — ^the  trial  by  jury.  So 
much,  sir,  for  the  infamous  violation  of  our 
neutrality,  for  which  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky desires  to  see  as  forced  to  a  different 
course  by  the  power  of  England.  I  agree  with 
my  friend  and  colleague,  (Mr.  Brstt,)  in  his 
reprehension  of  the  conduct  of  some  of  our 
citizens  on  the  Canada  frontier.  Tlioir  oondact 
is  not  only  wrong ;  it  is  criminal.  Every  citi- 
aen  is  bound,  in  law  and  in  honor,  to  respect 
the  treaty  stipulations  of  his  Government. 
There  is  scarcely  a  political  crime  more  dan- 
gerous in  its  consequences  than  a  violation  of 
uiis  duty.  But  I  do  not  see  justification  or 
excuse  in  the  fact  of  some  of  our  citizens  hav- 
ing, as  individuals,  gone  to  Canada,  and  engaged 
in  the  iusarrectioa,  for  an  armed  bond,  said  to 


be  a  ^rtion  of  the  Canadian  army,  invaiii^ 
our  soil,  and  murdering  our  citizens  who  won 
innocent  (and  such  is  the  statement)  of  laj 
participation  in  the  war  now  raging  in  Oansdi. 
Mr.  WisB  moved  the  previous  question  og 
the  motion  of  reference ;  which,  being  ordered, 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  main  qoestion, 
and  agreed  to. 

IN  SSITATB. 

TcBSDAT,  January  9. 
Meuage/rom  th«  Pretident — Britiiih  Intanon 
of  Amtfriccm  Soil — Attack  upon  the  Caroline. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presideat 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the 
recent  invasion  of  our  territory  on  the  Canad* 
frontier,  and  destruction  of  the  lives  of  our 
citizens,  by  the  British  authorities  of  Upper 
Canada. 

[It  is  the  same  document  as  that  given  in  the 
House  proceedings  of  yesterday.] 

Mr.  OutT,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  that  por- 
tion of  the  Message  which  relates  to  an  appro- 
priation be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  fi- 
nance ;  and  that  the  other  portion  of  it,  relating 
to  oar  foreign  affairs,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Belations.  'While  up,  Ur. 
C.  said  he  must  take  occasion  to  say,  tost  he 
did  think  that  the  recent  outrage  committed 
on  the  soil  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the 
lives  of  its  citizens,  was  of  the  most  atrodona 
nature  in  its  character  and  consequences— 
wholly  nnjustifiable,  and  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  palliated  by  any  thing  which  pre- 
ceded it  And,  sir,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  there  wm  » 
character  of  deliberation  attencUng  it  vhioh 
aggravates  the  enormity.  It  was  in  the  dead 
hour  of  the  night ;  it  was  from  a  dian  in  s 
belligerent  condition,  and  therefore  in  a  Ettte 
of  constant  watdiAilness ;  it  was  after  a  itat« 
of  preparation,  which  must  have  been  at  leait 
three  or  four  boors,  showing  that  the  c«n- 
mander  of  th«  British  forces  was  apprised  d 
it,  and  the  destination  of  the  attackmg  forot 
It  was  idtogether  impossible  that  he  was  {jpo- 
rant  of  the  fact  that  this  vessel  was  lying  qoi^/ 
at  anchor  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  toerefo't. 
in  a  condition  which  could  not  justify  an  sttab 
It  was  under  all  these  circumstances  that  ^; 
attack  was  made.  Neither  the  people  of  'Y 
United  States,  in  the  aggr^;ate,  nor  thoe,  ^ 
the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  distr  ^ 
district,  nor  the  Government  of  the  U  •^. 
States,  had  d(me  any  thing  to  justify  this 
unparalleled  outrage.  I  want  no  Airther,  «, 
denoe  (smd  Mr.  0.)  than  that  now  present^  ik- 
me,  to  satisfy  me  that  there  is  nothing  to  ji^ 
tt.  It  was  to  be  regretted  (Mr.  C.  said)  M 
onr  own  history  examples  had  be«»  fnmisH» 
by  which  this  outrage  might  be  pall'  \aii 
Without,  however,  adverting  to  them,  or  t<  {^ 
recent  occurrences,  he  would  only  say  tha  ^^ 
true  groimd  for  a  great  nation  to  place '  ,  ^ 
on,  was  that  of  jnstioe ;  that  it  should  res  • 
the  rights  of  all  naticwa,  the  weak  as  veil  »■ 
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the  powerAd;  and  to  abstain  from  all  acts 
whion  might  hereafter  be  bronght  np  as  pre- 
cedents against  them.  While  he  made  these 
Temarks,  he  hy  no  means  wished  to  be  nnder- 
stood  as  desiring  to  kindle  up  a  spirit  of  war 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain ;  though 
he  thought  that  ample,  prompt,  and  fall  in- 
demnity shonld  be  given  ns.  He  should,  as 
much  as  anj  man,  deplore  a  war ;  bat,  looking 
to  the  vast  resources  of  our  coontry,  the  valor 
of  our  citizens,  and  our  achievements  in  former 
times,  be  would  not  fear  the  result. 

Mr.  Oalhouk  expressed  his  hopes  that,  in  this 
early  stage,  and  before  we  were  fully  aidvised, 
that  no  attempt  would  be  made  to  excite  the  feel- 
ings of  the  puDlio  by  debating  the  subject,  which 
jBUst  be  the  natur^  result  of  such  a  course. 

The  late  difficulties  on  oar  frontier  might,  by 
any  reasonable  person,  have  been  anticipated. 
There  are  so  many  ties  which  necessarily  bind 
the  feelings  of  the  population  on  either  and 
both  sides  of  the  boundary  line  on  that  part 
of  our  frontiers,  which  has  been  the  scene  of 
bloodshed  and  outrage,  that  any  attempt  by 
either  Government  to  oppress  such  population, 
would  call  forth  the  sympathies  of  the  other ; 
and  in  case  of  any  movement  in  Canada,  what 
could  we  expect  but  that  onr  citizens  would 
take  part  with  the  inhabitants,  even  though 
their  wrongs  were  but  pretended,  in  case  due 
care  was  not  taken  by  Gfovemment  to  prevent 
gaoh  interference  f 

What  more  distressing  event  could  come 
than  a  war  between  two  such  nations  as  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States?  The  human 
mind  cannot  conceive  of  a  greater  calamity. 
And  this  may  be  averted  by  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  all  the  facts  on  both  sides  of  the  subject 
as  now  presented  for  our  consideration.  Many 
wrongs  may  have  been  committed  by  om-  citi- 
zens of  which  we  are  now  unadvised,  and  many 
palliations  may  be  produced  in  favor  of  the 
other  side. 

It  woald  be  time  enough  to  disonsa  the 

question  after  the  report  of  the  'Committee  on 

Foreign  Relations  should   have  been    heard. 

"We  should  be  then  better  advised  as  to  a  future 

coarse  of  conduct.    Mr.  C.  implored  the  Senate 

1.  '  to  adopt  any  rash  or  hasty  measures. 

.  Mr.  BssrroN  said  that  before  this  question 

'  ent  out  of  the  Senate,  he  must  be  permitted 

^(,r  -y  a  solitary  word  arising  out  of  it.    A 

p{'    nent  had  been  nuide  on  the  other  side  of 

*^  hamber,  (by  Mr.  Olat,)  which  he  was 

M>  ling  should  go  forth  to  the  world  ancon- 

^1,    sted.    After  characterizing  this  outrage  in 

fj^  appropriate  language,  and  in  a  manner  be- 

^'  ig  an  American,  the  member  said,  as  it  had 

^  ^bt  his  ears,  that  "  this  outrage  had  a  pre- 

rg.nt  in  oar  conduct  towards  other  nations." 

th  '*  '^^^  ^^^  British  should  derive  an  excuse  for 

thil   "  I>«<u^e  it  said  in  this  chamber,  that  an 

,,n^-  lie  for  this  outrage  had  been  given  by  our 

Ygg^  -nment,  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  tsie  this  occa- 

_{(,.  '.o  say,  emphatically,  that  he  knew  of  no 

Z,.L  example  to  be  foond  in  our  history. 

■^     vou  xm.— 87 


Thxjbsdat,  Janoaiy  11. 
Mr.  Calhoun'*  SetolutioM. 

The  consideration  of  Mr.  Calbotts's  reeola- 
tions  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Clat,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Seyixb, 
assented  to  an  amendment,  by  striking  out  the 
clause  relating  to  the  treaty  with  Spcun  of 
1819. 

Mr.  Olat  proposed  f\irther  to  amend,  by 
striking  out  snch  parts  as  relates  to  the  Indians, 
except  in  cases  where,  by  their  influence,  the 
institution  of  slavery  has  extended  north  of  the 
compromise  line. — (86  deg.  80  min.  N.  lat) 

Mr.  Sevieb  opposed  this  motion,  and  on  the 
question  being  taken,  the  result  was : 

Tkas. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Blade, 
Brown,  Buduuuui,  Clay  of  Eentodcy,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbcrt,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kiw,  Lyon,  Mc- 
Kean,  Morris,  Merrick,  Niles,  Norvell,  Herce,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Bobbins,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticat,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tipton,  Williams, 
and  Young — 81. 

\ats. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
Lumpkin,  Nicholas,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walk- 
er, and  White— 10. 

Mr.  RrvEs  moved,  as  an  amendment, 

Jie$<Uved,  That  any  interference  with  the  subject 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  in 
which  it  may  exist,  is  inhibited  by  all  the  conaidera- 
tions  in  regard  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  said  Territories,  the  security  of  the  slave- 
holding  States,  and  the  danger  to  the  Union,  whidi 
are  mentioned  in  the  precedmg  resolution  aa  foriud- 
ding  any  interference  with,  or  action  on,  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Golmnbia;  and  for 
the  further  reason  tliat  the  people  of  those  Territo- 
ries,  when  admitted  into  the  Union  as  States,  will  be 
exclusively  entitled  to  decide  the  question  of  the 
existence  of  slavery  within  their  respecUve  limits  for 
themselves. 

The  qaestion  resnlted  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Cnthbert,  Fulton,  Lnmp- 
kin,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Sevier,  Tipton,  and  White 
—10. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King, 
Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Rives,  Norvell,  VUrce, 
Robinson,  Smitii  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Strange,  Swift,  Walker,  Webster,  Williams,  Wright, 
and  Young— 29. 

The  resolution  was  amended  so  as  to  read  as 

follows : 

Rexdved,  That  any  attempt  of  Congress  to  aboUah 
slavery  in  any  Teiritoiy  of  the  United  States  fai  whidi 
it  ^ists,  would  create  serious  alarm  and  jost  apprehen- 
sion in  the  States  sustaining  that  domestic  inaititation ; 
would  be  a  violation  of  good  faith  towards  the  in- 
habitants of  such  Territory,  who  have  been  permit- 
ted to  settle  with  and  liold  slaves,  becaoso  the  people 
of  such  Territory  have  not  asked  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  therein,  and  because  that,  when  any  such 
Territory  sbaU  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a 
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State,  the  people  thereof  will  be  entitled  to  decide 
that  question  exclusively  for  themselves. 

The  question  on  its  adoption,  was  earned 
by- 

YiAS. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Glay  of  Alabama,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nidiolas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Rob- 
inson, Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strang^,  Walker, 
White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 8*. 

Kays. — Messrs.  Clayton,  Davis,  Grundy,  HcEean, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  and  Web- 
«ter— 9. 


[2SisCo9a. 


Feidat,  January  12. 
Mr.  Calhoun'*  Seiolutioni. 

Mr.  Calhous's  sixth  and  last  resolution  was 
then  taken  up,  when  Mr.  Calhodk  supported  it 
with  a  few  preliminary  observations. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
fhe  table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  carried  by — 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuth- 
bert, Davis,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knigfat,  Lyon, 
McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Ketce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Bobbins,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Strange,  Swiit,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster, 
White,  Williams,  and  Wright— 86. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
Lumpkin,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Walker,  and 
Young — 9. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  these  resolntions, 
as  they  passed  the  Senate  : 

1.  ReKlvtd,  That,  in  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  the  States  adopting  the  same  acted,  aeve- 
tally,  as  free,  independent,  and  sovereign  States ;  and 
that  each,  for  itself,  by  its  own  voluntary  assent, 
entered  the  Union  with  the  view  to  its  increased 
security  against  all  dangers,  dtanettic  as  well  as  for- 
eign, and  the  more  perfect  and  secure  enjoyment  of 
its  advantages,  natural,  political,  and  sodal. 

2.  Rewlved,  That  in  del^rating  a  portion  of  their 
powers  to  be  exercised  by  the  Federal  Government, 
the  States  retained,  severally,  the  exclusive  and  sole 
right  over  their  own  domestic  institutions  and  police, 

.  to  the  full  extent  to  which  those  powers  were  not  thus 
del^ated,  and  ore  alone  responsible  for  them ;  and 
that  any  intermeddling  of  any  one  or  more  States,  or 
a  combination  of  their  citizens,  with  the  domestic 
institutions  and  police  of  the  others,  on  any  ground, 
political,  moral,  or  religious,  or  under  any  pretext 
whatever,  with  the  view  to  their  alteration  or  sub- 
rernon,  is  not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  tending 
to  endanger  the  domestic  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
the  States  interfered  with,  subversive  of  the  objects 
for  which  the  constitution  was  formed,  and,  by  neces- 
sary consequence,  tending  to  weaken  and  destroy 
the  Union  itself. 

8.  Seiolved,  That  this  Government  was  instituted 
and  adopted  by  the  several  States  of  this  Union  as  a 
common  agent,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the 
powers  which  they  had  delegated  by  the  oonstitntkm 


for  their  mutual  security  and  prosperity,  and  that  in 
ftilfilment  of  this  high  and  sacred  trust,  this  Ooven. 
ment  is  bound  so  to  exercise  its  powers,  as  not  to 
interfere  with  the  stability  and  security  of  the  domct. 
tic  institutions  of  the  States  that  compose  the  Unioa; 
and  that  it  is  tiie  solemn  duty  of  the  Govemmeat  te 
resist,  to  the  extent  of  its  constitutional  power,  iB 
attempts  by  one  portion  of  the  Union  to  use  it  is  as 
instrument  to  attack  the  domestic  institution!  of 
another,  or  to  weaken  or  destroy  such  instituti(Bis. 

4.  Setolved,  That  domestic  slavery,  as  it  exists 
in  the  Southern  and  Western  States  of  this  Union, 
composes  an  important  part  of  their  domestic  'miatst 
tions,  inherited  from  their  ancestors,  and  existiiig  A 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  by  which  it  is  reeog- 
nized  as  constituting  an  important  element  in  the 
q>portionmen(  of  powers  among  the  States,  and  tint 
no  change  of  opinion  or  feeling,  on  the  part  ci  tic 
other  States  of  the  Union  in  relation  to  it,  can  jasliff 
them  or  their  citizens  in  open  and  systematic  attaeb 
thereon,  with  the  view  to  its  overUirow ;  and  that  ill 
such  attacks  are  in  manifest  violation  of  the  mutad 
and  solenm  pledge  to  protect  and  defend  each  other, 
given  by  the  States  respectively,  on  entering  into  liie 
constitutional  compact  which  formed  the  XJnioii,  ai 
as  such  are  a  manifest  breach  of  feuth,  and  a  Ti<Jitioii 
of  the  most  solemn  obligations. 

6.  Retolved^  That  the  faiterference  by  tiie  db'ieiii 
of  any  of  the  States,  with  the  view  to  the  abolitioDof 
elavety  in  this  District,  is  endangering  the  rights  lod 
security  of  the  people  of  the  Distaict,  and  that  any  Kl 
or  measure  of  Congress  designed  to  abolidi  slafei; 
in  this  District,  would  be  a  violation  of  the  ftithm- 
plied  in  the  cessions  by  the  States  of  Viiginia  iid 
Maryland,  a  just  cause  of  alarm  to  the  people  of  the 
slave-holding  States,  and  have  a  direct  and  ineritahle 
tendency  to  disturb  and  endanger  the  Union. 

And  Resolved,  That  any  attempt  of  Congres  to 
abolish  slavery  in  any  Territory  of  the  United  Statci 
in  which  it  exists,  would  create  serious  alarm,  aid 
Just  iq>prehension,  in  the  States  sustaining  that  do- 
mestic institution ;  would  be  a  violation  of  good  faitik 
towards  the  inhabitants  of  any  such  Territory  who  ban 
been  permitted  to  settie  with,  and  hold  daves  therai, 
because  the  people  of  any  sudi  Territory  have  not 
asked  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  therein,  and  beoot 
when  any  such  Territory  shall  be  admitted  ialo  tbe 
Union  as  a  State,  the  people  thereof  will  be  estitM 
to  decide  that  question  exclunvely  for  tbemselm 

The  final  yote  npon  the  adoption  of  these  res- 
olutions,  was: 

YsAS.— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  .Clay  of  Alabama,  Clayo 
Ken.,  Crittenden,  Cutiibert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  H* 
bard.  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merridc,  Nioholaa,  NT^ 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  KobinP, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tipton,  W" 
er.  White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— S6. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Clayton,  Davis,  Knight,  McK* 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  and  W" 
ster— 9. 

[The  debate  on  these  resolntions  was  deemei* 
material,  that  each  speaker  drew  up  his  own  remi* 
after  the  current  debate  was  published,  and  pV*' 
them  in  the  Appendix  to  the  current  debate,  ■* 
which  they  are  now  taken  to  follow  jfer^'!)*'''''' 
wluch  they  belong.] 
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Wkdnxsday,  Jannary  8. 
Mr.  Calhoun^t  Betolutioni. 

The  second  resolntion  being  under  oooddera- 
tion,  and  Mr.  Morbis  having  moved  to  strike 
ontthe  words  "  moral  or  rel^ons; "  on  -which 
he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays — 

Mr.  YouNo  said  that  he  had  risen  to  request 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhovn)  to  insist  upon  the  form  of  the 
resolntion  under  consideration  as  it  then  was. 
Why,  sir,  strike  out  the  words  political,  moral, 
*r  rtligiouM,  when  it  is  known,  or  ooght  to  be 
known,  that  this  is  the  identical  langoage  em- 
ployed by  the  Abolitionists  as  the  pretext  for 
int^eriag  with  the  domestic  relations  of  the 
SooUif  Shall  we  not  nse  terms  as  forcible, 
and  as  expressive  of  the  object  we  have  in  view, 
as  have  been  nsed  by  them  to  propagate  their 
mischievons  doctrines,  which  nave  well  nigh 
arrayed  one  section  of  the  Union  against  an- 
other !  If  I  mistake  not,  Mr.  President,  this  is 
also  the  langoage  of  the  Vermont  retolutiojit, 
of  which  we  nave  had  notice.  This,  sir,  is  the 
very  groond  npon  which  the  Abolitionists  place 
the  argnment-— that  domestic  slavery,  in  every 
form,  IS  "  unbecoming  a  moral  and  religious  peo- 
ple "—and  upon  this  gronnd  I  desire  to  meet 
them.  Yea,  sir,  the  qnestion,  if  we  expect  to 
effect  any  good  purpose  by  those  resolotions, 
riiould  be  met  promptly  and  directly.  Glentle- 
men  tell  as  that  the  object,  aim,  and  end  of 
these  memorials  is  abolition  in  the  District  of 
Colombia — nothing  more.  Is  this  the  fact,  Mr. 
President  f  On  the  contrary,  do  we  not  know, 
does  not  every  Senator  know,  that  this  move- 
ment in  the  District,  if  saccenfol,  is  intended 
to  reaoh  slavery  in  every  part  of  the  ooontry, 
under  whatever  form  it  may  exist  ?  It  is  bnt 
the  entering  wedge  to  their  grand  scheme  of 
universal  emaneipaUon  and  elevation  through- 
out the  country.  Mr.  President,  how  can  we 
mistake  the  object,  if  we  look  into  the  numer- 
ous abolition  papers  which  are  continually 
lud  upon  our  tables,  (from  what  quarter,  or  at 
whose  expense.  I  know  not,)  and  which  are  as 
constantly  fillea  with  the  grossest  misrepresen- 
tations and  perversions  of  the  Southern  charac- 
ter, as. connected  with  the  domestic  institution 
of  slavery,  as  it  exists  under  the  constitution  in 
that  portion  of  the  confederacy  t  I  read  these 
papers,  rir;  I  have  conridered  their  purport, 
and  cannot  be  mistaken  in  the  opinion,  that  a 
general  war  (a  moral  and  religiout  one  if  you 
choose)  upon  domestic  slavery,  as  it  exists  in 
the  Sonth  and  South-western  States,  is  intend- 
ed. I  wish  the  gentlemen  from  the  Sonth,  in- 
stead of  throwing  them  into  the  fire,  would 
read  them  also,  and  they  will  soon  discover,  if 
they  are  not  already  informed,  the  nature  of 
this  war,  and  the  weapons  to  be  employed  by 
one  of  the  parties  to  the  contest,  the  better  to 
insure  the  victory.  Yes,  sir,  the  garb  of  reli- 
gion is  to  be  assumed,  and  under  that  specious 
pretext,  the  constitution  itself  k  to  be  first 


rent,  and  then  torn  to  pieces.  Mr.  President,  I 
reside  in  a  non-slaveholding  State ;  the  people 
of  that  State  are  essentially  in  favor  of  emanci- 
pation, and  I  am  proud  of  its  free  institutions. 
But,  sir,  as  much  as  we  prefer  fi:«edom  to  slv 
very,  the  great  mass  of  oar  inhabitants  are  as 
decidedly  opposed  to  all  interference  with  the 
domestic  relations  of  the  other  States  which 
differ  with  us  in  sentiment  on  this  all-impor- 
tant subject  They  regard  slavery  as  it  exists 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
not  now  a  debatable  qnestion.  But  the  State 
of  Illinois  has  not  left  her  sister  States  of  the 
South  to  doubt  and  conjecture  as  to  her  po«i> 
tion  on  this  great  question.  That  State,  by  ila 
Legislature,  has,  in  the  solemn  form  of  resolu- 
tions, as  far  as  she  could  conmstently  go  with- 
out infringing  the  constitutional  righto  of  her 
citizens,  stamped  its  seal  of  disapprobation  up- 
on the  doctrine  of  modem  Abolitionism  in  all 
its  forms. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina (Mr.  OALBOim)  will  insist  upon  the  reso- 
lution 08  it  is,  and  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  fh>m  Ohio,  (Mr.  Mobbis,)  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  moral  or  religiout,"  may  not  pre- 
vail. Strike  out  the  words  in  the  res(dution, 
as  proposed  sir,  and  it  is  mutil^^  It  would 
not  meet  tbe  case  folly  as  it  is  presented. 


Thitbsdat,  January  4. 

Mr,  CaXhowCt  BetohUiont. 

.  The  Senate  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Oalhouit,  the 
third  of  the  series  being  before  them,  ' 

Mr.  NosvsLL  rose  to  move  that  so  much  of 
the  tiiird  resolution  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhous,)  as  pledged 
this  Government  to  give  "  increased  "  stability 
and  security  to  the  domestic  institutions  of  the 
States,  and  as  pronounced  it  to  be  its  duty  to 
"  strengthen  "  them,  be  erased  from  tiie  resolu- 
tion. It  would  then  read :  "  that  this  Govern- 
ment was  instituted  and  adopted  by  the  several 
States  of  this  Union  as  a  common  agent,  in  or- 
der to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  which  they 
had  delegated  by  the  constitution  for  their 
mutual  security  and  prosperity;  and  that,  ia 
fulfilment  of  this  high  and  sacred  trust,  this 
Government  is  based  so  as  to  exercise  its  pow- 
ers as  not  to  interfere  with  the  stability  and  se- 
curity of  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  States 
that  compose  the  Union ;  and  that  it  is  the 
solemn  duty  of  the  Government  to  resist  all  at- 
tempts by  one  portion  of  the  Union  to  nse  it  as 
an  instrument  to  attack  the  domestic  institu- 
tions of  another,  or  to  weaken  or  destroy  such 
institutions." 

Slavery  in  this  country  was  entirely  a  domes* 
tio  question.  Congress  could  not  touch  it. 
The  States  in  which  slavery  was  still  tolerated 
had  never,  even  by  implication,  given  up  any 
portioa  vi  their  exclusive  power  over  the  whole 
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Bnbiect.  Thej  could  not,  with  anj  regard  to 
their  own  safety,  permit  it  to  be  drawn  into 
qneetion  by  their  sister  States,  or  by  the  Gen- 
eral Oovemment.  It  was  not  a  subject  open  to 
discnssion  with  a  view  to  legislation  anywhere 
bat  in  the  States  recognizing  and  suffering  the 
existence  of  slavery.  Nor  could  Congress,  in 
his  opinion,  either  constitutionally,  or  consist- 
ently with  the  public  faith,  abolish  it  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  unless  the  people  of  the 
District  desired  it,  and  petitioned  for  it.  The 
District  was  ceded  to  Congress  by  the  States 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  on  the  condition  that 
the  rights  of  private  property,  as  before  exist- 
ing, were  to  be  held  sacred ;  and  the  United 
States  received  the  cession  upon  that  condition. 
The  power  granted  to  Congress,  to  "  exercise 
exdusive  legislation,  in  all  oases  whatsoever, 
over  the  District,"  conferred  no  authority  to 
violate  the  public  faith,  or  to  take  from  its  in- 
habitants their  property  without  their  consent. 
It  simply  and  clearly  meant,  that  legislative 
powers  could  be  exercised  by  no  other  body 
than  Congress  over  the  District.  It  meant  no 
more.  It  did  not  mean  that  Congress  could 
pass  any  law  dictated  by  its  arbitrary  will  and 
pleasure,  in  violation  of  the  right  of  property, 
or  of  any  other  right  asserted  in  the  acts  of 
cession  to  the  United  States.  If  Maryland  and 
Virginia  had  imagine^that  this  qnestion  would 
have  been  here  raised,  they  woold  never  Stve 
ceded  the  District. 

But  taking  views,  as  he  did,  of  the  subject, 
he  conld  not  agree  to  confer  upon  this  Govern- 
ment, by  implication,  any  right  to  give  inereat- 
ed  stability,  security,  and  strength  to  the  do- 
mestio  institution  of  slavery  in  any  of  the 
States.  'He  was'  not  willing  to  pledge  this 
Government  so  to  administer  its  affiurs  as  at  all 
to  interfere,  on  one  side  or  the  otiier,  with  a 
subject  which  the  constitution  had  not  confided 
to  it.  The  South  cannot  desire  this.  AU  that 
the  South  asks  on  this  subject  is  to  let  her 
alone.  Tothisextenthewouldcheerfnllypledge 
the  Government.  He  would  commit  it,  mind 
and  son],  to  sustain  the  constitution  as  it  was ; 
to  protect  the  institutions  and  the  interests  of 
every  part  of  the  Union,  so  far  as  its  constitu- 
tional powers  would  authorize  it  to  go  for  that 
purpose.  The  resolution,  amended  as  he  pro- 
posed, was  strong  enough. 

Mr.  OALBouir  entertained  every  sentiment  of 
respect  for  the  feeUngs  of  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  (Mr.  Nokvbll.)  He  believed  his  feel- 
ings were  sound  throughout,  and  were  based 
upon  sound  policy.  He  begged  leave  to  state 
his  reasons  for  inserting  the  words  "  the  seve- 
ral States,"  etc.  It  was  his  belief  that  in  many 
things  it  was  admitted  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment that  the  States  had  separate,  distinct,  and 
vested  constitutional  rights.  In  this  belief  and 
understanding,  there  had  so  long  existed  a  gen- 
eral good  feeling  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, their  sots  were  in  all  things  correlative, 
and  were,  so  far  as  they  acted  together,  pro- 
moting individual  and  oonfederative  rights,  by 


which  course  of  action  each  ever  strengtibenej 
the  other,  and  tended  to  produce  union  and 
harmony  throughout ;  and,  what  was  more,  It 
tended  to  uphold  the  domestic  institutions  d 
the  States. 

Every  one  must  admit,  continued  Mr.  0.,  tbit 
the  quarantine  laws  were  wholly  under  th« 
State  control,  while  the  laws  of  commerce  wen 
controlled  wholly  by  Congress ;  yet  the  two 
were  inseparable,  and  each  depended  upon  tlM 
other.  Congress  never  claimed  a  richt  to  in- 
terfere in  the  regulation  of  one  branch,  Dur  did 
the  Government  of  the  several  States  deoy  tbe 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  over  the  other. 

During  the  French  Revolution,  an  insnnet- 
tion  broke  out  in  the  French  cdony  of  Bt  Do- 
mingo among  the  blacks.  There  was  •  danger 
of  intercourse  and  interference  of  the  blacks  on 
the  island  and  those  of  our  States.  To  preveDt 
this,  State  laws,  prohibiting  such  interoonne, 
were  passed.  These  laws  were  sanotiiwed  by 
Congress. 

There  was  a  strong  analogy  in  this  case  to 
the  one  now  under  discnssion.  Congress  liad 
here  passed  laws  distinctly  to  meet  the  viewi 
of  the  States.  In  farther  illustration  he  would 
cite  the  laws  and  regulation  of  "the  port  of 
Charleston :  his  position  was  here  still  more 
strengthened.  He  alluded  to  the  prohilAioa 
of  black  sailors  on  board  vessels  trading  will) 
that  port.  Congress  had  yielded  and  folly  »• 
sented  to  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  ewa 
the  British  Government  had  assented,  and  i^ 
knowledged  the  propriety  of  such  enactment! 
and  regulations.  Having  said  this  niDch,for 
the  purpose  of  convincing  his  friend  friMn  Miek* 
igan,  (Mr.  Nobvkij,)  he  should  look  wiih  tht 
great^  confidence  for  his  vote  in  support  of 
tiie  resolution,  without  his  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  NoKviCLL  responded,  that  yesterday  d» 
Senator  from  South  Carolin*  had  expressed  s 
desire  to  transfer  this  whole  Abolition  war  t« 
the  North  and  the  North-west ;  a  belief  tW 
there  was  to  bo  the  great  batfle-ground  of  the 
conflict.  Could  that  honorable  Senator  th» 
wish  to  weaken  the  hands,  to  impair  the  mw" 
vigor,  of  those  who  were  to  fight  that  gratt 
battie  for  the  safety  of  the  South,  and  the  pre^ 
ervation  of  the  Union  f  Tlds  he  would  do,  a 
he  were  to  persist  in  requiring  us  to  lend  o«r 
aid  to  "  increase  "  and  "  strengthen  "  theinstita- 
tion  of  slavery.  The  SenMor  had  alluded  to 
the  perfect  beauty  and  harmony  of  onr  sysW 
as  it  was.  For  this  very  reason  was  it,  tl» 
the  amendment  had  been  proposed.  It  was  to 
preserve,  not  to  mar  the  harmony  and  bM^ 
of  our  system,  that  this  Government  should  Mt 
be  required  to  go  beyond  the  maintenano*  «• 
the  domestic  institutions  of  the  States  as  they 
exist  and  are  protected  by  the  Federal  Con*- 
tntion.  The  Senator  had  illustrated  his  views, 
by  adducing  special  cases  in  which  the  ^^'^ 
ment  had  by  law  interfered  to  sustain  «» 
strengUien  the  health  laws  of  the  States,  and  to 
protect  the  South  against  the  effects  of  the  ig*- 
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tattoo  in  St.  Domingo,  some  yoen  ago.  That 
WSB  aU  proper ;  it  was  oonstitntional ;  bat  tiie 
OlnstranoDs  did  not  sastun  the  general  propo- 
sition contained  in  the  resolntion. 

Mr.  Pbistox  said :  The  resolntion  in  its  pres- 
ent shape,  asserts  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment is  Donnd  to  protect  the  domestic  institn- 
tiona  of  the  several  States.  This  ground  he 
nerer  widied  to  assume.  The  States  should  be 
snfFered  to  maintain  and  protect  their  own  rights, 
and  their  own  institutions.  The  General  Gov- 
amment  was  rather,  in  his  opinion,  bound,  from 
itB  very  natare,  not  to  intermeddle  vttA  the*e 
right*,  bat  strictly,  and  in  every  instance,  to  keep 
hand*  off.  To  illostrate  his  argument  he  would 
reyert  to  some  few  of  these  institutions  in  various 
quarters.  One  of  the  greatest  and  most  im- 
portant domestic  institutions  of  Maryland  was 
Ute  State  Oolonization  Society.  It  was  a  State 
corporation.  Would  his  colleague  wish  to  see 
the  direct  action  of  Congress  to  support  this 
institution  f  Would  there  not  be  as  many  con- 
flicting sentiments  on  the  subject  as  upon  that 
of  domestic  slavery  t  The  great  manufactories 
of  the  North  are  incorport^ed,  and  have  vast 
amoonts  of  ftmds  invested;  would  these  be 
either  directly  protected  or  invaded  by  Con- 
gress? 

He  woold  admit  that  Cktvermnent  mi^t  by 
its  action  contribute  to  establish  proper  secu- 
rity to  State  institntions,  so  far  as  is  consistent 
wiUi  the  constitution,  and  with  State  rights 
and  enactments,  and  the  constitutions  of  the 
States,  but  no  Airther. 

Mr.  Calhoitn'  was  willing  to  assent  to  the 
amendment,  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Senate  to 
do  so.  He  would  make  any  concession  to  meet 
the  views  of  those  opposed  to  the  doctrine  of 
Abolition,  in  order  to  get  a  strong  vote  in  favor 
of  the  general  doctrines  set  forth  in  the  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Prbstoh  followed  in  support  of  the 
opinions  he  had  expressed  in  favor  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  HiTBBABD  etSA :  The  avowed  purpose  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was,  that  the 
Senate  should  express,  by  resolution,  as  their 
deliberate  opinion,  that  any  interference  on  the 
part  of  any  section  of  the  Union,  or  any  inter- 
meddling of  any  portion  of  the  community, 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  with  domestic 
slavery  as  it  exists  in  the  Southern  States,  with 
a  view  to  iti  alteration  or  *uiver»ion,  would  not 
only  be  grossly  umust,  but  a  coarse  of  proceed- 
ing not  warranted  by  the  constitution.  This 
was  the  declared  oblect  of  the  Senator,  and  to 
all  this  he  most  readily  yielded  his  assent. 

He  need  not  assure  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  that  no  man  was  more  willing  than 
himself  to  carry  out  such  a  purpose — and  most 
cheerftally  would  he  support  any  resolution 
drawn  out  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  in  the 
most  forcible  language,  fully  to  express  such  a 
sentiment.  Be  did  not  agree  with  Senators 
who  thought  nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  the 
adoption  of  these  resolntions.    MuekyVerymuehy 


in  his  Judgment,  would  be  accomplished  by 
agreeing  to  the  resolutions  (witii  some  amend- 
ments) which  had  been  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina.  If  this  dii.  not  go  far 
enough  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Pbbbton)  expressed — if  they  would  not 
inspire  confidence  and  give  security  in  the 
South,  he  firmly  believed  that  their  adoption 
would  be  productive  of  much  good  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States.  He  represented  on  this 
floor,  with  his  respected  colleague,  one  of  those 
States ;  and  he  could  not  doubt  that  the  adop- 
tion of  these  resolutions  snlietantially,  would 
tend  to  allay  in  that  quarter,  the  spirit  of  Abo- 
litionism— would  be  a  direct  appeal  to  the  in- 
telligence and  to  the  patriotism  of  the  free  cit- 
izens of  the  North;  and  he  could  not  for  a 
moment  doubt  that  they  would  have  a  control- 
ling influence  upon  the  course  and  conduct  of 
the  Abolitionists  themselves.  If  the  adoption 
of  that  resolution  would  not  direotiy  influence 
the  action  of  the  Al>olitionists,  they  could  not 
fiiil  to  produce  a  powerful  effect  on  public 
opinion ;  and  through  the  influence  of  popular 
sentiment  would  this  fell  spirit  of  fanaticism  be 
stayed.  He  was  therefore  prepared  to  go  with 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  in  carrying  out 
the  purpose  avowed.  But,  while  he  was  thus 
prepared  to  give  his  support  to  the  resolutions 
of  uie  honorable  Senator — ^believing,  as  he  con- 
sci^tiously  did,  that  their  adoption  would  do 
good  at  home — he  could  not  agree  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  third  resolution,  as  the  Senator  had 
drawn  it.  It  went  further  than  he  was  willing 
to  go.  His  doctrine  had  been,  ever  since  he 
had  been  a  member  of  Congress,  that  it  was  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  North  "  to  let  the  whole 
matter  alone."  That  the  institution  of  domes- 
tic slavery,  as  it  existed  in  the  Southern  section 
of  the  Union,  was  no  concern  of  theirs.  He 
would  suggest  an  alteration  in  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  resolution,  not  that  it  was  objec- 
tionable to  himself  as  it  was ;  but  the  altera- 
tion, he  was  satisfied,  would  make  it  more  ac- 
ceptable to  some  of  ite  friends.  He  would  have 
that  part  of  the  resolntion  read — "that  this 
Government  was  instituted  to  carry  into  effect 
the  powers  delegated  by  the  constitution  for 
the  mutual  benefit  and  prosperity  of  the 
States." 

He  would  not  press  this  alteration,  but  he 
was  assured  that  it  would  be  more  acceptable 
to  some  friends  in  that  form.  It  would  receive 
his  support,  whether  altered  or  whether  it  re- 
mained unchanged  in  this  particular ;  but  he 
felt  a  great  solicitude  to  have  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan  adopt- 
ed. Such  would  be  the  import  of  the  resolu- 
tion, without  the  amendment,  that  he  could  not 
(friendly  as  he  was  to  the  object)  vote  for  it. 
The  resolntion  declares,  in  substance,  "that 
this  Government  is  bound  so  to  exercise  its 
powers  <u  to  give,  a*  far  a*  may  be  praetieabU, 
inereated  ttability  arid  teeurity  to  the  inetitU' 
tion  of  domettie  tlatery ;  and  that  it  is  the 
solemn  duty  of  the  Guverument  to  resist  all  at- 
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tempts  to  weaken  or  destroy,  but  is  bound  to 
strengthen  and  to  uphold  the  imtittition  of  do- 
meitie  tlavery."  He  was  saro  that  the  Senator 
from  Soafh  Carolina  could  not  ask  this  at  his 
hands. 

Hr.  Pbbston  inquired  how  the  reeolntion 
would  read  were  the  amendment  adopted! 

Mr.  BtJOHASAU  remarked,  "  Exactly  right." 

Mr.  Oalhoitk  announced  his  fall  assent  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  SioTH,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  following 
as  a  proviso  to  the  third  resolution,  on  which 
he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays : 

"  Provided,  That  nothing  contained  in  these  reso- 
hitioiis  diall  be  construed  or  understood  w  express- 
ing an  opinion  of  this  Senate  adreree  to  these  funda- 
mental principles  of  this  OoTemment,  '  Tliat  all  men 
are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certun  inalienable  rights ;  tliat  among 
these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 
That  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  the 
right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  to  petition 
die  Qovemment  for  redress  of  grievances,  shall  never 
be  abridged.  That  error  of  oi^on  may  be  tolerated 
while  reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it.  That  the 
Union  must  be  preserved.'  But,  on  the  contrary, 
all  those  constitutional,  fundamental,  and  political 
tmtlis,  are  expressly  recognized  by  this  Senate." 

Mr.  Oalhovk  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  shonld  attempt  to  em- 
barrass the  passage  of  the  resolutions,  by  the 
introdootionof  an  abstract  proposition,  not  rele- 
vant, and  not  calculated  to  have  any  salutary 
effect.  If  the  resolutions  were  incorrect  in 
principle,  vote  them  down;  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, if  they  were  based  on  proper  constitational 
ground,  why  not  sustain  them  in  a  crisis  like 
the  present,  which  all  must  admit  to  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  best  interests  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  SioTH,  of  Indiana,  denied  that  he  had 
ever  on  any  occasion,  in  that  or  any  other 
body,  sought  to  do  by  indirect  means  what  he 
conld  do  directly.  He  said,  if  the  proviso  was 
but  an  abstraction,  as  it  had  been  named,  the 
resolution  itself  was  no  more ;  one  abstraction 
was  surely  as  good  as  another ;  and  if  the  Sen- 
ate is  to  be  engaged  in  building  up  abstractions, 
those  which  he  now  offered  were  too  important 
to  be  overlooked ;  they  wore  the  abstractions 
of  Washington  and  Jefferson,  and  might  be 
safely  deemed  as  worthy  of  attention  as  the 
more  modem  ones  of  present  Senators. 

Mr.  Calhouh  observed  that  he  had  stud 
nothing  of  the  truth  or  error  of  the  principles 
contained  in  the  proviso,  but  had  simply  enter- 
ed his  protest  against  its  being  attached  to  his 
resolutions.  Was  there  any  thing  in  his  reso- 
lutions that  infringed  the  right  of  speech  or  the 
freedom  of  the  press  ?  When  that  was  aimed 
at,  it  would  then  be  time  to  make  the  objection. 
He  had  said  before,  and  would  repeat  it,  that 
the  only  object  was  to  have  a  common  ground 
on  which  all  might  stand,  North  as  well  as 
South,  to  repel  aggression. 

Mr.  YoTTKo,  of  Illinois,  a«d:  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Preston*,)  in  speak- 


ing of  tlie  domestic  institutions  of  the  South, 
and  especially  in  regard  to  slavery,  says  "  hmii 
off"  as  to  the  slave-holding  States,  and  they  will 
take  care  of  themselves.  He  not  only  douci 
the  power  of  the  General  Govemmrat  to  aeom 
and  protect  the  State  institutions  in  eveiy  case, 
and  under  every  variety  of  eircnmstanoea,  Int 
solemnly  protests  against  its  exereise,  as  u 
unwarrantable  and  uncalled-for  InterfereoeeL 
Now,  ur,  I  will  ask  the  Senator  what  coestrw- 
tion  he  gives  to  the  third  clanse  of  the  secood 
section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  oonstitotion, 
which  provides  that  "  nop«r*on  held  to  mm 
or  labor  tn  one  State,  under  the  lame  tKert9f,» 
coping  into  another,  ihall,  tn  eon*eqve7U»<ifai) 
lav)  therein,  be  die^arged  Jirom  tuei  ierne$  <r 
labor,  but  thaU  be  delivered  vp  on  claim  «/  th 
party  to  uhomeueheerviee  or  labor  mof  be  ivf 
Suppose  the  act  of  1798,  passed  in  pnrsDinM 
of  tnis  provision  in  the  eonstitation  to  embie 
owners  to  reclaim  their  fugitive  slaves,  shoiild 
be  repealed;  that  the  General  Groveniineit 
should,  in  accordance  wilJi  the  opinion  of  Hm 
Senator,  act  noon  the  principle  of  "hmitif 
in  future ;  and  one  of  the  slaves  of  Sooth  Obo- 
lina,  owing  service  under  the  laws  of  that  Stiit, 
shonld  escape  into  Pennsylvania  or  Ohio,  ui 
should  be  protected  there,  in  what  way  veiH 
the  honorable  Senator  reclaim  him!  Wnli 
he  march  an  army  against  the  ofibndiog  SDiit, 
and  make  recapture  «i  et  armie — with  torn  «f 
arms !  Surely  not,  sir.  But,  Mr.  Preodest,  I 
believe,  upon  reflection,  that  the  Senator  did 
say  something  about  his  remedy,  and  that  rm- 
edy,  if  I  mistake  not,  was  to  Ikmg  the  offends 
if  caught  within  their  borders.  I  deny,  ar, 
that  any  power  exists  in  any  of  the  8tat»t» 
punish  even  Abolitionists  for  supposed  offeseo 
committed  in  any  other  State.  The  same  con- 
stitDtaon  which  secures  to  the  slave^uddo'  the 
right  of  going  into  a  non-slaveholding  State  to 
recover  his  nigitive  slave,  equally  protects  tin 
Abolitionist  in  the  privilege  of  going  into  » 
slave-holding  State,  if  he  chooses  to  do  so,  pro- 
vided he  commits  no  ofibnce  against  tiie  Uvs 
of  such  Stato  during  his  stay  within  its  limits 
It  has  been  denied  here,  agidn  and  agtio,  tbit 
the  Abolitionists  have  any  designs  upon  tlae  in- 
stitution of  domestic  slavery  in  tiie  States.  I 
am  astonished  that  the  Senators  from  tbeie 
States  should  not  have  detected,  and  exposed 
in  a  proper  manner,  one  design  at  least,  of  * 
highly  important  character,  which;  if  not  «*e<i- 
ed  and  rebuked  in  time,  is  calculated  to  inffi^ 
a  fatal  blow  upon  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
this  Union.  I  understand,  sir,  that  "''^'^'^ 
clause  in  the  constitution  to  which  I  retored 
as  providing  a  remedy  in  cases  of  fngiti'* 
slaves,  the  Abolitionists  contend  that  it  i«  tiie 
rightfulprovince  of  the  State  Legidahtm,  »d 
not  of  dongret*,  to  provide  that  remedy ;  <M 
that,  acting  under  this  sap{>osed  infloence,  one 
at  least  of  the  State  Legislatures  (that  <rf  M»- 
sachnsetts)  had  already  interfored  so  far  is  t^ 
provide  for  a  trial  by  jury  in  such  cases,  I 
would  inquire  of  the  hcHtoraUe  Scmaton  &<■■> 
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that  StiOe  Oleam.  WasMxit  and  Davis)  wheth- 
«r  Mieh  is  ute  fsot  or  not  ? 

[Both  the  Senstors  having  denied  all  knowl- 
edge of  any  soch  law  or  prooeediug,  Mr  .Young 
IwooMded:] 

Then,  Mr.  Prestdent,  I  have  been  misinform- 
ed in  relation  to  this  matter ;  and  many  of  the 
Abolitionists  who  would  not  intentiowdly  mis- 
take the  truth,  have  also  been  misinformed  and 
impoaed  on;  for  suoh  has  been  the  belief! 
Bat,  mr,  this  much  I  know  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge, that  Abolitionists  are  required  to  circu- 
late memorials  addressed  to  their  State  Legisla- 
torea,  requesting  the  passage  of  laws  to  secure 
the  trial  by  jury,  under  State  authority,  in  all 
such  cases.  I  handed  to  the  Senator  from 
Sonth  Carolina  (Mr.  CALHOTrsr)  a  few  days  since 
a  paper  containing  the  form  of  one  of  these 
aemorials,  which  was  given  to  me  by  a  profess- 
ed Abolitionist,  (and  who  is,  in  my  opinion,  in 
all  otlier  respects,  a  Christian  and  a  worthy 
man,)  as  containing  an  exhibition  of  their  prin- 
mjdea,  motives,  and  actions,  by  which  it  will  be 
BMn,  that  a  direct  attack  is  in  this  way  intended 
against  that  leading  principle  in  the  constitn- 
tion,  which  alone  secures  the  possession  and 
c^ioyment  of  this  great  interest  of  the  Sonth. 
And  yet  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Fxbbion)  says  "  handt  off" — that  they  want 
aeme  of  our  interference  from  the  free  States. 
Then,  Mr.  President,  why  are  these  resolutions 
kne  ?  Why  are  we  of  the  free  States  solicited 
to  partidpate  in  their  consideration,  and  finally 
to  vote  upon  them,  if  the  South  requires  no 
aid  at  oar  hands  ?  Sir,  we  too  are  interested 
in  settUng  great  constitutional  questions ;  and 
being  intweated,  will  exercise  our  privilege  of 
debating  these  propositions,  if  we  onoose  to  do 
io,  and  of  voting  afterwards  in  such  manner  as 
ear  iodgment  may  direct  for  the  good  of  the 
wholiak  Sir,  I  desire,  under  existing  circnm- 
■tanoes,  that  this  provision  in  the  constitution, 
and  tha  construction  now  pat  upon  it  by  the 
Abolitionists  and  their  advocates,  may  not  be 
overlooked. 

Mr.  Pkebton  expressed  some  donbt  in  regard 
to  such  help  as  the  Senator  just  ap  had  propos- 
ed. If  the  Ghivemmeut  should  not  protect  the 
interests  of  the  South  in  accordance  with  the 
ooDStitation,  they  would  take  care  of  them- 
selves. The  gentleman  had  admitted  that  a 
dave  could  not  be  recovered  by  an  abolition 
jury  in  Pennsylvania,  or  other  non-slavehold- 
ing  State ;  and  yet  he  demanded  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  should  extend  its  protection 
to  incendiaries  within  the  slave-holding  States. 

Mr.  Allsk  Bud  it  i^peared  to  him  there  was 
a  general  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
to  have  this  discossion  as  limited  as  possible, 
«nd  it  was  therefore  a  source  of  regret  to  him 
to  observe  the  attempts  made  to  embarrass  these 
resolations  in  their  progress.  He  had  deter- 
mined to  offer,  after  the  resolutions  had  been 
passed,  the  following  amendment,  to  be  ap- 
p«ided: 

"TbatnotUng  in  the  foregoing  reaolidioiis  is  in- 


tended to  reoogniie  the  right  of  Congress  to  impair 
in  any  manner  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press, 
or  the  right  of  petition,  aa  secured  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  the  citizens  of  the  several  States,  within  their 
States  respectively." 

But  the  course  taken  by  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana would  induce  him  to  move  it  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  proviso,  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
word  ^^ provided,"  and  insert  what  he  had  jost 
read. 

Mr.  CALBOnr  was  willing  to  yield  every  Inch 
of  ground  that  he  could,  to  fortify  those  who 
saw  the  danger  that  was  pending,  and  wished 
to  meet  it  in  a  proper  manner.  He  could  have 
wished  his  resolutions  to  have  passed  as  he 
originally  drafted  them ;  but  that  spirit  of  con- 
cession which  he  felt  nnder  the  responsibility 
he  had  assumed,  would  induce  him  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
Allen,)  because  not  adverse  to  the  spirit  of  his 
resolutions,  and  because  it  might  have  a  ten- 
dency to  reconcile  others  not  otherwise  dispos- 
ed to  sustain  them. 

.  Mr.  MoRBis,  adverting  to  remarks  which  had 
been  made  relating  to  t^e  punishment  of  Abo- 
litionists by  State  laws,  said  he '  regarded  this 
and  other  similar  doctrines  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced in  this  debate,  as  subversive  of  all  fl-ee- 
dom,  and  of  the  institutions  of  the  country. 
He  insisted  that  all  classes  of  men  had  an  im- 
prescriptible right,  above  all  government,  to 
the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  right  of  petition. 
He  repelled  the  imputation  that  those  who 
were  unfriendly  to  these  resolutions  were  io 
any  way  unfriendly  to  the  Union. 

Mr.  M.  proceedeid  to  defend  the  right  of  all 
men  to  trial  by  Jury,  which  right,  he  insisted, 
was  expressly  guaranteed  by  the  constitution. 
And  if  the  right  to  trial  by  jury  belongs  to 
every  citizen,  on  what  pretext  could  a  free 
State  deny  this  right  to  any  man  within  snoh 
State  !  Could  the  State  deny  it  on  pretext  of 
color  i  Or  could  it  be  denied  or  refused  on  ac- 
count of  the  oath  of  another  man  who  might 
swear  that  any  other  man  was  his  property  I 


Fkidat,  January  5. 
Mr.  Calhovn't  Besolution*. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Allen's  substi- 
tute for  Mr.  Smtth's  proviso  to  the  third  reso^ 
lution,  which  substitute  required  that  the  reso- 
lution should  not  so  be  constmed  as  in  any  way 
to  impair  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  tho  press 
or  the  right  of  petition — 

It  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote :     • 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bocfaanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ala.,  Clay  of  Ky.,  Crittenden,  Outh. 
bert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Khig,  Liim,  Lumpldn,  Lyon, 
Kicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Con..  Southard,  Strange, 
Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young— 82. 

Nays.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Knight,  McEean,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Buggies, 
&Didi  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tipton,  Wall — 14. 

Mr.  MoBBB  offered  an  additicm  to  this  reso- 
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lation,  fleolaring  that  the  right  of  the  people  to 
speak,  write,  print,  and  puhlish  any  thing  what- 
ever, was  indisputahle ;  and  that  they  were 
amenahle  only  to  the  8tate  in  which  they  might 
be  at  the  time. 

lit.  Oalhoitii  said :  Mr.  Atlbn's  amendment 
covered  the  whole  constitntional  ground  on 
this  subject ;  and  Mr.  O.  had  made  np  his  mind 
to  accept  it  on  this  gronnd,  that  it  would  tend 
to  fortify  the  Senators  of  the  North,  in  relation 
to  their  votes  in  favor  of  these  resolutions. 
He  was  willing  so  to  fortify  them ;  and  he 
wonld  agree  to  any  amendment  which  would 
not  impair  the  principles  of  the  resolutions. 

]&.  MoRfiiB  was  not  to  be  intimidated,  or 
driven  from  the  course  which  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  pursue,  by  an  allusion  of  an  mtention 
to  embarrass  this  body  or  any  other.  He,  as 
well  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  knew 
what  he  was  abont,  and  understood  his  own 
course;  and  he  would  be  here  free  and  un- 
shackled, and  exempt  from  all  party  restraints, 
as  an  American  citizen  ought  to  be,  and  would 
express  freely  and  fully  his  opinion  on  every 
snbject  before  this  body.  Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  am 
I  at  liberty  to  say  what  was  intended  by  the 
resolutions  of  the  Senator? 

The  Chaib  said,  to  do  so  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  M.  sfud  he  would  not  then  suppose  that 
the  resolutions  themselves  were  intended  for 
greater  and  more  remote  objects  than  those 
expressed ;  but  it  was  legitimate  to  speak  of 
the  objects  to  which  they  must  and  would  lead. 
In  the  arguments  here  on  the  liberty  of  speech, 
changes  were  continually  rung  on  the  Union. 
Now  it  was  a  question  whether  the  resolutions 
themselves  had  not  a  strong  squinting  to  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union.  It  was  not  for  Mr.  M. 
to  say  that  they-  were  intended  to  produce  that 
effect  but  they  wonld  be  judged  of;  and 
whether  or  not  they  went  to  establish  the  doc- 
trine that  the  States  were  independent  of  each 
other,  Mr.  M.  would  not  now  folly  discuss ;  but 
he  believed  they  would  operate  to  confirm  that 
doctrine.  The  question  was,  whether  the  doc- 
trines of  Mr.  M.  s  amendment  were  true.  Was 
the  right  of  a  citizen  indisputable  to  speak, 
write,  print,  publish,  on  the  laws  and  institu- 
tions ot  other  States  ?  I  say  it  is  so ;  it  is  the 
right  of  every  citizen.  If  that  right  is  put 
down  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  I  must  sub- 
mit to  those  laws,  and  I  ask  now  that  I  may 
know  what  liberty  they  will  leave  me.  I  de- 
rire  to  know  this  by  the  vote  on  my  amend- 
ment, and  I  hope  that  the  question  will  not  be 
evaded,  that  I  may  know  how  much  I  am  to  be 
abridged  of  these  privileges. 

Mr.  Shtth,  of  Indiana,  aaii,  when  he  offered 
the  amendment  he  intended  merely  to  record 
his  vote,  leaving  other  Senators  to  discuss  the 
matter.  Nor  should  he  now  be  driven  from 
the  course  he  had  originally  marked  out  for 
himself,  was  it  not  for  the  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  That 
Senator  had  thought  proper  to  intimate  that  he 
(Mr.  S.)  had  moved  the  amendment  for  the  pur- 


pose of  defeating  the  resolutions  by  indirectaoo. 
He  would  say  to  the  Senator  that  he  had  whol- 
ly mistaken  the  character  of  the  mover  of  the 
amendment.  He  could  assure  the  Senator  that 
he  would  never  resort  to  indirection  to  defeat 
any  measure.  He  feared  no  other  responsibility 
than  that  which  he  was  to  meet  in  his  State, 
in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties ;  and  ev^ 
there  he  had  no  hedtation  in  believing,  that  in 
this  instance  he  was  representing  the  wishes  of 
an  overwhelming  nugority  of  the  peofrfe.  Hie 
Senator  had  objected  to  the  amenoinent  on  the 
gronnd  that  it  was  a  collection  of  mere  abstrac- 
tions. Sir,  can  the  Senator  be  serious  f  What 
ore  his  whole  resolutions  but  abetracti<Hist 
Have  there  been  any  petitions  or  memorials  re- 
ferred on  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  reeotn- 
tions?  Were  the  resolutions  reported  by  a 
committee  f  Was  it  intended  by  the  morer  to 
ingraft  any  legislative  enactment  upon  them  I 
No,  sir;  tiiey  are  the  mere  abstract  eSotnoo* 
of  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  himself;  and  jet 
the  Senator  objects  to  the  amendment  becanae  it 
expresses  abstract  opinions.  Sir,  if  the  Soiator 
gives  us  one-sided  abstractions,  can  he  otjeot 
to  be  met  by  abstractions  on  the  other  sidet 
If  abstractions  are  to  be  resolved  here,  let  «• 
have  the  whole  of  them ;  let  us  not  affirm  a 
part  of  a  creed,  and  not  the  whole. 

He  was  opposed  to  the  whole  matter;  be 
could  see  no  good  that  could  possibly  grow  oat 
of  these  resolutions,  and  they  may  do  mask 
barm.  He  was  willing  to  leave  the  cbnstita- 
tion  and  its  exposition  with  the  people ;  it  iras 
plun  enough  for  him,  and  he  would  say  to  the 
mover  of  uiese  resolutions,  that  if  that  instru- 
ment did  not  give  the  necessary  security  to  the 
domestic  institutions  of  the  States,  no  resotvea 
of  this  body  as  to  the  extent  of  the  powers 
conferred  by  it  could  do  it.  The  Senator  fitm 
South  Carolina,  in  answer  to  some  remarks  (tf 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Mobbis,)  had  stated 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  abridge  the  freedom, 
of  speech  or  of  the  press  by  the  resolntioos, 
and  that  Senator,  a  few  minutes  ago,  stated 
that  he  admitted  the  truth  of  the  princiito 
contained  in  the  amendment  he  (Mr.  S.)  hod 
offered ;  if  he  was  mistaken  in  the  admissiooe 
of  the  Senator,  he  would  correct  him. 
'  [Mr.  Calboun  s(ud  he  had  neither  denied  nor 
admitted  their  truth.] 

Then,  said  Mr.  S.,  it  is  important  that  the 
Senate  should  either  deny  or  admit  them.  The 
Senator  says  that  the  amendment  is  intended  to 
overthrow  his  resolutions  by  t>u2tr«etio».  Does 
not  the  Senator  see  that  he  admits  away  his 
whole  case,  that  his  argument  proves  too  mudi  t 
For,  if  the  amendment  be  true,  and  if  the  prin- 
ciples contained  in  it  are  orthodox,  and  if,  as  the 
Senator  admits,  they  ore  antagonistioal  te  bis 
resolutions,  it  follows  of  course  that  the  lesala- 
tions  cannot  be  correct  in  principle.  If  the 
two,  the  amendment  and  the  resolutions,  eoa- 
not  stand  together,  which  must  fall  ?  The  first 
part  of  the  amendment  was  copied  fnnn  the 
DecUffotion  of  Independence.    Is  it  possible,  at 
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this  day,  that  the  memorable  and  glorious 
declaration  of  those  departed  stateemen'  and 
heroes,  which  stimulated  the  people  of  the  ia- 
Amt  colonies  to  deeds  of  glorj  and  renown,  and 
which  has  been  thonght  worthy  to  forra  a  part 
of  the  oonstitntion  of  the  several  States  is  it  to 
he  set  aside  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
to  give  place  to  the  new-fangled  doctrines  of 
the  Senator  fh>m  South  Carolina?  The  next 
provision  of  the  amendment  was  copied  from 
the  first  section  of  the  unendment  to  the  Con- 
ctitntion  of  the  United  States.  The  principles 
contained  in  it  were  considered  so  important, 
that  it  was  thought  necessary  to  incorporate  it 
in  the  oonstitntion  by  an  amendment,  as  it  was 
omitted  in  the  original.  Are  these  principles 
ako  to  be  set  aside,  denied,  repudiated,  abro- 
gated, and  contemned  by  this  Senate,  becanse, 
forsooth,  they  are  antagonistioal  to  the  resola- 
tions  of  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina? 
These,  with  the  next  provision  in  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  copied  from  Mr.  Jefferson's 
inangnral  address,  are  altogether  worthy  of  the 
high  source  from  which  uiey  emanated ;  they 
are  just  such  principles  as  freemen  mast  cherish. 
They  recognize  the  doctrines  for  which  the 
patriots  and  sages  of  the  Revolution  contended 
in  that  glorious  struggle  The  equality  of  man, 
the  freedom  of  the  press  and  of  speech,  the 
ri^t  to  assemble  together  in  a  peaceable  man- 
ner to  oonsolt  on  their  common  good,  and  to 
petition  the  Government  for  redress  of  griev- 
anees,  tolerating  error  of  opinion,  but  leaving 
reason  free  to  combat  it — "  error  of  opinion 
XDaj  be  tolerated,  while  reason  is  left  free  to 
combat  it"  Yes,  sir,  error  of  opinion  is  not, 
in  this  country,  to  be  met  or  put  down  by  the 
resolutions  and  opinions  of  this  body  alone,  un- 
less onr  acts  are  seconded  by  public  opinion. 
Sir,  these  declarations  of  the  sage  of  Monticello 
should  have  a  resting-place,  and  should  be  nonr- 
i^ed  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.  Tes, 
sir,  combat  error  of  opinion  by  reason,  not 
by  gag  laws,  not  by  mobs,  not  by  inquisitions, 
not  by  establishing  censorships  over  the  press, 
not  by  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  but  by 
reason,  holding  the  parties  responsible  for  the 
abase  of  all  ^ese  privileges,  or  rather  rights, 
to  the  party  aggrieved ;  and  then  the  question, 
what  are  and  what  are  not  errors  of  opinion, 
mast  be  left  to  the  final  arbiters — ^the  people, 
where  they  mutt  be  left  in  every  country  where 
liberty  dwells.  The  last  clause  of  bis  amend- 
ment was  the  celebrated  saying,  he  believed  it 
was  a  toast  on  a  public  occasion,  of  ex-Presi- 
dent Jackson,  "  the  Union,  it  must  be  preserv- 
ed." He  (Mr.  S.)  had  called  this  a  political 
truth  in  the  amendment.  Was  he  mistaken  in 
the  character  he  had  given  it?  He  believed 
not.  He  was  satisfied  that  it  was  not  only  a 
political  truth,  but  it  was  a  truth  that  met  the 
itearty  approbation  of  every  sane  mind  in  the 
nation;  and,  while  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  is  pressing  his  resolutions— in  almost 
every  one  of  which  a  reference  is  made,  in 
some  shape  or  otiier,  to  tlte  possibility  of  weak- 


ening or  destroying  the  Union — is  it  not  proper, 
nay,  more,  is  it  not  demanded,  of  this  body,  to 
reaffirm  tnat  most  vital  political  truth,  "the 
Union  mutt  be  preserved  ? "  Yes,  sir,  if  we 
resolve  any  abstractions,  how  can  we  do  less 
than  to  point  onr  countrymen  to  these  trnths, 
and  to  say  to  them,  in  the  name  of  our  country. 
Liberty  and  Union  are  one  and  inteparahle, 
now  and  forener.  Why  do  Senators  object  to 
its  adoption  ?  Why  not  let  the  whole  go  to  the 
people  together  ?  Are  gentlemen  afr«id  to  trust 
them  ?  a.  our  opinions  on  these  abstract  ques- 
tions are  worth  any  thing  to  the  people,  let  us 
give  them  the  whole  of  this  matter.  He,  for 
one,  was  not  afraid  to  tmst  them. 

The  Senator  frt>m  Delaware  (Mr.  Batabd) 
had  in  part  torn  the  mask  fit>m  the  first  one ; 
he  had  clearly  shown  that  it  embodied  the 
principles  of  nullification  as  they  are  under- 
stood m  the  State  from  which  the  mover  came. 
He  (Mr.  S.)  entirely  concurred  in  that  opinion. 
But  that  was  not  the  only  principle  involved  in 
the  resolutions  to  which  he  objected.  In  his 
mind  it  was  clear  that  they  strike  at  the  free- 
dom of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  the  right 
of  the  people  to  assemble  peaceably  to  consult 
their  common  good,  and  to  petition  their  Gov- 
ernment for  redress  of  grievances.  It  will  be 
seen  by  Senators  that  tney  deny  the  right  of 
the  States  to  "  intermeddle  "  with  the  domestic 
institutions  of'  the  other  States.  Now,  sir, 
what  does  the  word  "  intermeddle,"  as  it  is  here 
used,  mean?  Does  it  merely  mean  that  the 
people  of  the  free  States  have  no  richt  to  go 
mto  the  slave-holding  States  and  excite  an  in- 
surrection, or  otherwise  interfere  with  that 
domestic  institution?  If  so,  it  had  his  most 
hearty  approbation.  But  if  the  meaning  was, 
as  he  believed  it  to  be,  that  to  speak,  write, 
print,  or  petition,  in  the  free  or  non-slavehold- 
mg  States,  on  any  subject  connected  with  sla- 
very. Is  "  intermeddling  "  with  that  institution, 
then  he  put  it  to  gentiemen  to  say  whether  the 
constitutional,  fundamental,  and  political  truths 
contained  in  his  amendment  were  not  directiy 
controverted  by  the  resolutions. 

Sir,  these  resolutions  contain  all  the  princi- 
ples of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  known  aa 
the  gag  laws  of  the  elder  Adams,  in  a  much 
more  odious  form.  The  pretext  for  the  enact- 
ment of  those  laws,  history  tells  us,  for  his  age 
prevented  him  knowing  any  thing  personaUy 
of  the  matter,  was,  that  the  Government  and 
its  officers  had  been  maliciously  and  wantonly 
assailed  in  meetings,  in  speeches,  through  the 
press,  by  caricatures  and  otherwise ;  that  the 
people  were  instigated  and  moved  by  foreign 
emissaries  hostile  to  our  Government ;  that  it 
was  calculated  to  bring  the  Government  and  its 
officers  into  disrepute  with  the  People,  and 
weaken,  if  not  eventnally  destroy  the  Union. 

What  was  the  ground,  Mr.  President,  occu- 
pied by  the  Jeffersonian  party  of  that  day  ?  It 
was  the  very  same  which  has  been  so  frequent- 
ly quoted,  and  which  Mr.  Jefferson  perpetuated 
by  moorporating  in  his  inaogural  address,  "  er- 
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TOT  of  opinion  may  be  tolerated  while  reason  is 
left  free  to  combat  it."  What  is  the  pretext 
for  these  resolntions  f  The  same,  the  verj  same 
that  produced  the  gag  laws.  If  the  fireedom 
of  speech  is  tolerated,-  if  the  freedom  of  the 
press  is  not  abridged,  if  the  rig^t  of  petition  is 
not  silenced  in  the  non-slaveholding  States,  if 
the  people  in  these  States  speak,  write,  print, 
assemble  or  petition  on  .any  snbject  connected 
with  slavery,  they  are  "  intermeddling  "  with 
the  domestic  institutions  of  the  Soath,  and  fall 
within  the  denunciations  of  these  resolntions, 
cm  the  assumption  that  the  Union  is  endanger- 
ed, by  arraymg  one  people  against  another. 
Look  at  your  leading  party  presses  every- 
where: do  they  not  publish  daily  inflamma- 
tory, and,  not  unfreqnently,  false  matter,  calcu- 
lated to  array  the  people  against  each  other, 
and,  in  the  language  of  these  resolutions,  to 
weaken  the  Union  ?  And  yet  who  is  prepared 
to  establish  a  censorship  over  the  press  ?  He 
would  not  say  who,  but  he  would  say,  that  in 
his  opinion,  the  resolutions  under  consideration 
assert  the  principle  in  terms  not  to  be  misun- 
.  derstood.  He  (Mr.  S.)  was  asked  why  he  had 
offered  the  amendment  ?  He  had  many  reasons 
for  introdacing  it.  He  would  give  a  few  of 
them ;  first,  becanse  he  wished  uie  antidote  to 
go  with  the  poison ;  if  either  was  to  be  sent 
forth  as  the  doctrines  of  the  Republic.  Sec- 
ondly, because  the  principles  contained  in  the 
amendment  were  such  as  he  loved  to  recur  to 
and  dierish.  Because  he  had  some  anxiety  to 
ascertain  whether  the  ancient  landmarks  were 
still  left  standing  amidst  the  revolution  of  par- 
ties, or  whether  they  had  been  erased  by  the 
political  tornado  that  has  swept  over  the  land ; 
vhetiier  he  had  read  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  history  of  his  country  in  vain ;  wheth- 
er those  doctrines  and  fundamental  principles 
have  become  too  old-fashioned  for  tjie  times, 
and  whether  he  had  to  study  a  new  political 
creed  before  he  could  discharge  his  duty  to  his 
State  and  the  nation  here,  ^nators  favorable 
to  the  resolutions  have  been  pleased  to  express 
their  regret  that  the  amendment  has  been  offer- 
ed. To  those  gentiemen  he  had  only  to  say 
that  he  regretted  the  introduction  of  the 
resolutions  as  honestiy  as  they  regretted  the  in- 
troduction of  the  amendment ;  he  would,  there- 
fore, with  the  consent  of  Senators,  set  off  his 
regret  against  theirs. 

Mr.  BsNTOH  thought  the  whole  subject  had 
better  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  with  in- 
structions to  report  at  some  fhtnre  day ;  premis- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  that  the  committee  should 
be  ohoeen  chiefly  of  Senators  fh)m  the  North, 
where,  to  his  view  of  the  queetion,  the  brunt  of 
the  action  wonld  necessarily  have  to  be  fought. 

Mr.  Calhouk  hoped  the  motion  would  not 
succeed.  Much  progress  had  already  been 
made  in  the  discussion.  Should  the  motion 
prevail,  }ie  wonld  consider  it  but  a  mode  of 
getting  clear  of  the  resolutions.  He  had  offer- 
ed them  as  the  antagonist  of  the  Vermont  ree  I 


olutions,  and  to  ascertain  whether,  in  tlit 
opinion  of  the  Senate,  then  was  any  cooetitii- 
tional  ground  adequate  to  resist  the  assanltB  n 
our  rights  and  property,  <m  which  the  Ain- 
holding  States  could  stand.  The  discnssioD  hid 
dearly  shown  that  there  was  none  other.  0& 
the  right  <^  r^eoting  aboliticHi  petitions,  il- 
though,  in  his  opiiuon,  one  of  the  oleareit  tbit 
can  be  imagined,  we  of  the  South  w&e,  m£w- 
tunately  for  the  peace  of  the  country,  in  t 
minority.  So,  also,  on  the  question  of  tlie 
constitutional  right  of  abolidiing  slavety  ia 
this  District  and  the  Territories,  and  also  on 
every  other  particular  question  which  has  Imm 
attempted  to  be  rused  on  constitutional  ground^ 
as  a  barrier  to  our  rights  and  security.  ¥hit 
remuns,  then,  short  of  taking  our  proteotien 
into  our  own  hands,  but  to  find  some  buiietiB 
the  general  character  and  structure  of  onr  poiit 
ical  system  ?  and  where  can  we  find  that  tat 
in  the  view  of  the  oonstitntion,  which  oonsdoi 
it  as  a  compact  between  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent States  formed  for  their  mutual  protpch 
ity  and  security  ?  If  we  required  proof  tint 
these  resolutions  assumed  the  only  constito- 
tional  ground  which  could  give  peace  and  quiet 
to  the  country,  and  security  to  the  South  ind 
West,  it  would  be  found  in  this  debate.  Hi 
had  challenged,  a^^ain  and  agun,  those  tIm 
took  a  different  view  of  our  system,  to  pnit 
out  where  protection  could  be  found  in  the  oa- 
stitution  according  to  their  conceptirai  of  thit 
instrument.  None  had  been,  or  even  attemptal 
to  be,  shown.  It  wonld,  then,  be  in  run  te 
refer  the  resolutions,  to  discover  some  w* 
principle  in  the  constitution  calculated  toeSfA 
the  object  for  which  they  were  introduced.  Kor 
would  it  be  more  usefhl  to  refer  them,  to  aiodi- 
fy  the  language  or  the  details.  They  wer«  ib- 
stract  resolutions,  involving  little  or  no  detail^ 
and  he  had  again  and  again  avowed  his  retd)- 
ness  to  make  the  language  acceptable  to  til, » 
far  as  it  could  be,  without  sacrificing  the  pin- 
ciples  on  which  they  rest ;  of  which  he  hi 
given  already  abundant  proof^  and  was  i^epait^ 
to  give  additional.  But  the  Senate  most  re- 
member that  the  difficulty  heretofore  enootu- 
tered  did  not  originate  so  much  in  any  objecticii 
to  the  principles  of  his  resolutions,  nor  t«  lh< 
details,  or  any  peculiar  expression,  as  the  dean 
to  ingraft  additional  matter  entirely  foreign  to 
their  nature  or  object,  and  the  consequence  «i 
which  wonld  be  to  obstruct  their  pasMge,  or  t« 
neutralize  their  effects  if  they  should  i«» 
This  difficulty  could  not  be  avoided ;  and  a  rtf 
erence,  so  far  frcnu  fUminiBhing,  would  bat  tend 
to  increase  it. 

Thus  thinking,  he  was  constrained  to  «»• 
dude  that  a  reference  would  be  fatal  to  t» 
resolutions,  be  the  object  of  the  mover  *''»'* 
might;  and,  with  this  impresrion,  should  tie 
motion  succeed,  he  would  leave  th«n  to  their 
fate ;  and,  like  the  mover,  he  would  decline  »c^ 
ing  on  the  committee  should  he  be  appointed 
a  member.  ^. 

Id  asBoming  State  rights  grounds  as  the  MW 
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of  his  resolntions,  and  oalling  a  rally  at  this 
•olemn  and  daDgeroos  janctore  of  that  great, 
tiiongh  in  ameasnre  dormant,  party,  which  has 
e^er  professed  the  State  rights  creed,  he  did  not 
inteiid  to  imply  that  gentlemen  opposite  to  him, 
or  the  party  to  which  they  belong,  were  Aboli- 
tionists, or  disposed  to  coantenanoe  their  creed. 
On  the  contrary,  he  believed  that  the  great 
mass  of  the  party  was  sonnd,  and  adverse  to 
the  dangerons  projects  of  the  fanatics;  bnt 
eaadur  compelled  him  to  declare  that  he  oould 
not  look  to  them  in  this  hoar  of  danger.  We 
bad  their  good  wishes,  it  is  tme.  They  were 
even  willing  to  vote  it  Inexpedient  and  danger- 
ooa  to  agitate  the  subject ;  bnt  when  we  toaoh- 
ed  the  constitation,  and  asked  them  what 
barrier,  according  to  their  conception,  that  in- 
stroment  oontuns  against  their  incendiary  and 
mad  projects,  they  are  silent  Their  pcditical 
creed  not  only  admits  of  none,  but,  m  fact, 
rooMS  into  action  that  dangerous  spirit  of  fanat- 
icism which  threatens  to  subvert  onr  institu- 
tiona.  It  is  this  responsibility  for  what  they 
deem  oar  sins,  which  has  roused  this  fell  spirit 
into  action;  and  the  conception  of  their  re- 
sponsibility originates  in  that  mistaken  concep- 
tion of  onr  system,  which  regards  it,  not  as  it 
really  is — a  nnion  of  States  for  the  mutual  good 
and  security  of  each,  but  a  great  and  consoli- 
dated commnnity,  in  which  the  States  bear  the 
same  relation  to  the  whole  as  connties  do  to 
Stales ;  and,  of  course,  in  which  the  whole  is 
responsible  for  all  the  parts.  This  is  no  new 
opinion  with  him.  He  long  since  foresaw,  be- 
fore this  spirit  was  roused  into  action,  that  this 
fiilse  and  dangerous  view  of  the  constitution 
wonid,  one  day  or  another,  lead  to  the  state  of 
things  in  which  we  now  find  ourselves,  and  so 
told  the  Senator  from  Massachnsetts,  (Mr.  Wsb- 
STXB,)  when  he  advocated  his  consolidation 
doctrines  in  the  discussion  on  the  force  bill,  in 
1838,  that  such  would  be  the  consequence,  as 
he  most  remember. 

Thus  thinking,  the  gentlemen  opposite  must 
excuse  him,  if  he  could  not,  in  the  hour  of  dan- 
ger, look  to  them.  He  thanked  them  for  their 
good  feelings,  and  he  accepted  their  avowal  of 
opposition  to  abolition  with  all  sincerity ;  bnt 
he  wanted  something  more  substantial ;  some- 
thing that  would  not  pass  away  with  the  pres- 
ent incumbents;  some  constitutional  barrier 
and  guaranty ;  and  for  these  he  was  constrained 
to  look  to  those  who  professed  the  opposite 
political  creed.  How  little  reliance  we  can 
place  on  those  who  take  the  view  of  the  con- 
stitution they  do,  this  debate  has  furnished 
ample  proof.  The  Senator  from  Indiana  has 
been  among  the  most  forward  to  disavow  abo- 
lition sentiments,  and  to  express  his  good 
wishes  for  us  and  our  institutions,  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  no  reason  to 
^strost ;  and  yet,  while  he  makes  these  avow- 
als, he  moves  amendments  to  these  resolutions, 
which  are  intended  to  exhibit  the  strength  of 
oar  cause,  ia  the  very  language  of  the  pervert- 
ed creed  of  the  aboliti<muts,  and  in  which,  if 


he  had  succeeded,  he  would,  in  fact,  not  only 
have  nentralixed  all  the  intended  effects  of  the 
resolutions,  but  would  have  given  a  triumph 
and  a  new  impulse  to  thoee  whose  objects  be 
denounces,  and  to  whom  he  professes  to  be  so 
much  opposed. 

I  fear  (sud  Mr.  0.)  th^  the  Senate  has  not 
elevated  its  views  sufiBciently  to  comprehend 
the  extent  and  magnitude  of  the  existing  dan- 
ger. It  was  perh^s  his  misfortune  to  look  too 
much  to  the  future,  and  to  move  against  dan- 
gers at  too  great  a  distance,  which  had  involved 
him  in  many  di£Boulties,  and  exposed  him  oftei^ 
to  the  imputatioa  of  unworthy  motives.  Thoa 
he  had  long  foreseen  the  immense  surplns  rev- 
enue which  tt  false  system  of  legislation  must 
pour  into  the  Treasury,  and  the  fatal  conse- 
quences to  the  morals  and  institutions  of  the 
country  which  must  follow.  When  nothing 
else  could  arrest  it,  he  threw  himself,  with  his 
State,  into  the  breach,  to  arrest  dangers  which 
could  not  otherwise  be  arrested ;  whether  wise- 
ly CMT  not,  he  left  posterity  to  judge.  .  He  now 
saw  with  equal  clearness,  as  clear  as  the  noon- 
day sun,  the  fatal  consequences  which  must  fol- 
low, if  the  present  disease  l>e  not  timely  arrest- 
ed. He  would  repeat  again  what  he  had  so 
often  said  on  this  floor.  This  was  the  only 
Question  of  suflScient  magnitude  and  potency  to 
divide  this  Union,  and  divide  it  it  would,  or 
drench  the  country  in  blood,  if  not  arrested. 
He  knew  how  much  the  sentiment  he  had  ut- 
tered would  be  misconstrued  and  misrepresent- 
ed. There  were  those  who  saw  no  danger  to 
the  Union  in  the  violation  of  all  its  funda- 
mental principles,  but  who  were  full  of  appre- 
hension when  danger  was  foretold  or  resisted, 
'  and  who  held  not  the  authors  of  the  danger, 
but  those  who  forewarned  or  opposed  it,  respon- 
sible for  consequences.  But  the  cry  of  dis- 
union by  the  weak  or  designing  has  no  terror 
for  him.  If  his  attachment  to  the  Union  was 
less,  he  might  tamper  with  the  deep  disease 
which  now  afBicts  the  body  politic,  and  keep 
silent  till  the  patient  was  reaay  to  sink  under 
its  mortal  blows.  It  is  a  cheap,  and,  he  must 
say,  bnt  too  certain  a  mode  of  acquiring  the 
character  of  devoted  attachment  to  the  Union. 
But  seeing  the  danger,  as  he  did,  he  would  be 
a  traitor  to  the  Union,  and  those  he  represented, 
to  keep  silence.  The  assaults  daily  made  on 
the  institutions  of  nearly  one-half  of  the 
States  of  this  Union  by  the  other — ^institutionB 
interwoven  from  the  beginning  with  their  politi- 
cal and  social  existence,  and  which  cannot  be 
other  than,  without  their  inevitable  destruction, 
will  and  must,  if  continued,  male  two  people  of 
one,  by  destroying  every  sympathy  between  the 
two  great  sections,  obliteratiag  from  their 
hearts  the  recollection  of  their  common  danger 
and  glory,  and  implanting  in  their  place  a  mu- 
tual hatred,  more  deadly  than  ever  existed 
between  two  neighboring  people  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  human  race.  He  feared  not 
the  circulation  of  the  thousands  of  incendiary 
and  slaoderons  publications  which  were  daily 
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issaed  from  on  organized  and  powerftil  press 
among  those  intended  to  be  vilified.  They  can- 
not penetrate  our  section ;  that  was  not  the  dan- 
ger ;  it  lay  in  a  different  direction.  Their  cir- 
culation in  the  non-slaveholding  States  was  what 
was  to  be  dreaded.  It  was  infnsing  a  deadly 
poison  into  the  minds  of  the  rising  generation, 
nnplanting  in  them  feelings  of  hatred,  the  most 
deadly  hatred,  instead  of  affection  and  love,  for 
one-half  of  this  Union,  to  be  retnmed  on  their 
part  with  equal  detestation. 

The  first  and  desirable  object  is  to  arrest  it 
in  the  non-slaveholding  States;  to  meet  the 
disease  where  it  originated ;  and  where  it  ex- 
ists ;  and  the  first  step  to  this  is  to  find  some 
common  constitntional  ground  on  which  a  rally, 
with  that  object,  can  be  made.  These  resolu- 
tions present  the  gronnd,  and  the  only  one,  on 
which  it  can  be  made.  The  only  remedy  is  in 
the  State  rights  doctrines ;  and,  if  those  who 
profess  them  in  the  slave-holding  States  do  not 
rally  on  them,  as  their  political  creed,  and  or- 
ganize as  a  party  against  the  fanatics,  in  order 
to  pnt  them  down,  the  South  and  'West  will  be 
compelled  to  take  the  remedy  into  their  own 
hands. 

Mr.  Preudent,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  we  are  reposing 
on  a  volcano.  The  Senate  seems  entirely  igno- 
rant of  the  state  of  feelings  in  the  South.  The 
mail  has  just  brought  us  utelligence  of  a  most 
important  step  taken  hj  one  of  the  Southern 
States  in  connection  with  this  snbject,  which 
will  give  some  conception  of  the  tone  of  feeling 
which  begins  to  prevail  in  that  quarter. 

A  slave  was  kidnapped  or  stolen  by  some 

SersoDs  belonging  to  a  trading  vessel  from  the 
tate  of  Maine.  The  Governor  of  Georgia  de- 
manded a  surrender  of  the  ftigitive  criminals, 
(for  such  they  are,  be  their  motive  what  it 
may,)  nnder  the  constitntion,  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maine.  It  was  not  complied  with. 
The  Governor  of  Georgia  brought  the  subject 
before  the  Legislature.  They  have,  as  he  un- 
derstood, acted  on  it,  and  unanimously  passed 
resolutions  on  the  subject,  and,  among  others, 
one,  if  the  surrender  of  the  ftigitives  be  not 
made,  after  another  and  more  solemn  demand, 
providing  for  the  convening  of  the  people  of 
Georgia,  in  their  high  sovereign  capacity,  as  a 
member  of  the  Union,  to  take  the  subject  into 
their  consideration.  All  who  know  that  State, 
know  that  .when  she  moves  she  intends  no  idle 
menace. 

With  these  views  and  facts,  I  leave  it  now 
to  the  Senate  to  decide  whether  the  time  has 
not  arrived  when  they  ought  to  say  what  atti- 
tude they  ought  to  assume  in  relation  to  this,  the 
most  momentous  and  dangerous  question  that 
has  ever  agitated  this  Union.  'As  to  himself,  ho 
has  done  his  duty.  He  has  raised  his  warning 
voice,  regardless  of  the  unworthy  imputations 
to  which  he  knows  he  exposes  himself.  He  has 
presented  the  result  of  his  most  mature  and  de- 
liberate reflection,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  pre- 
vent the  conflict  between  the  two  great  sections, 
which  any  one  citable  of  reflection  most  see  is 


approaching,  and  must  take  place,  if  not  arre^ 
ed.  He  has  done  his  duty.  Let  what  maj 
come,  he  wishes  to  free  himself  from  all  n- 
sponsibility  in  the  eyes  of  the  coxmtry  and  tiM 
world,  and  of  the  present  and  future  genera- 
tions. He  was  not  sanguine,  he  must  eaj,  of 
the  success  of  the  measure,  even  if  it  shodd 
be  adopted.  He  had  presented  it  as  the  moA 
likely  to  do  good,  and  in  the  desire  to  do  any 
thing  that  promised  in  the  least  to  avert  tlie 
approaching  catastrophe,  which  he  was  most 
anxious  to  avoid.  Should  the  motion  preTiil, 
he  would  take  no  fhther  control  or  reqKinsilnl- 
ity,  which  would  then,  of  coarse,  rest  on  those 
who  may  take  the  resolutions  into  thdr  ova 
hands. 

Mr.  BvoBASAH,  of  Pennsylvania,  .bad  deto- 
mined  this  morning  to  move  a  refeKneo  d 
these  resolutions  to  a  Select  Committee,  bnt  w« 
dissuaded.  This  motion  has  now  been  made  hj 
another  gentleman,  (Mr.  Bestton,)  and  I  am 
called  upon  to  vote  either  for  or  a^^nst  it  As 
I  am  still  clearly  of  opinion  that  an  immediite 
reference  of  these  resolutions  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee would,  under  existing  circumstances,  be 
the  wisest  cours^  whether  we  regard  tbe  ia- 
terest  of  the  North  or  the  South,  I  am  prepaiti  • 
to  give  this  motion  my  hearty  support 

On  this  exciting  question  I  desire  to  donotii- 
ing  as  a  member  of  this  body  which  can,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  interfere  with  the  constitntioiul 
ri^tB  of  the  slave-holding  States.  My  fate  as 
a  public  man  is  as  deeply  staked  upon  the  pres- 
ervation of  these  rights  as  that  of  any  otiff 
individual  in  the  country.  I  have  long  sinte 
taken  my  stand,  and  from  it  I  shall  not  be 
driven.  I  do  not  dedre  to  maintain  mjsdf  at 
home,  unless  I  can  do  it  with  a  due  r^ard  to 
the  rights  and  the  safety  of  the  people  of  tbe 
South.  I  am  prepared,  therefore,  to  adopt  aaj 
just  measure,  within  the  pale  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  settle  this  dangerous  question,  and  to 
afford  the  greatest  secnrity  to  the  slave-hoidia; 
States.  Notwithstanding  these  are  my  senti- 
monts,  I  cannot  believe  that  the  Senator  frm 
South  Carolina  has  chosen  the  course  best  cal- 
culated to  attain  these  results.  This  is  the  grut 
centre  of  agitation.  From  this  capitol,  it 
spreads  over  the  whole  Union,  I  therefore 
deprecate  a  protracted  discussion  of  the  qws- 
tion  here.  It  can  do  no  good,  but  may  do  mndi 
harm,  both  in  the  North  and  in  the  South.  It 
was  for  this  reason  that,  after  the  right  of  ft- 
tition  had  been  recognized  by  a  solemn  vote  of 
this  body,  I  was  content  to  act  as  we  have  done 
for  the  last  two  years,  and  leave  the  questions 
to  be  discussed  by  the  people  of  the  conntrj' 
themselves.  We  have  now  abandoned  this  safe, 
this  prudent  course,  and  what  has  been  the  re- 
sult? For  the  lost  three  days  we  have  been 
engaged  in  a  discussion  eminently  calculated  io 
irritate  and  inflame  the  public  mind;  and  as 
yet  we  have  not  adopted  the  third  of  tiie  aeries 
of  resolutions.  If  we  proceed,  I  shall  be  agree- 
ably disappointed  if  another  week  shonld  d<« 
this  debate.    And  what  diall  we  gain  bjw 
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adoptioa  of  these  resolutions?  Nothing; 
worse  than  nothing.  Those  who  look  to  the 
votes  upon  them,  as  the  standard  by  which  to 
ascertain  how  many  are  in  favor  of,  and  how 
many  opposed  ,to,  their  main  object,  wiil  be 
greatly  mistaken.  Some  thirteen  or  fifteen 
votes  have  been  recorded  against  these  resolu- 
tions, when,  from  my  knowledge  of  Senators, 
I  ain  firmly  convinced  that  there  are  but  very 
few,  if  any,  who  are  not  prepared  to  vote  for 
resolutions  prepared  in  such  a  conciliatory  spirit, 
as  not  to  encounter  the  opinions  or  the  preju- 
dices of  any,  and  which  ought  to  give,  ana  I  be- 
lieve would  give,  entire  satisfaction  to  the 
Sonth.  The  moral  effect  of  such  a  unanimous, 
or  almost  nnanimons,  vote  of  the  Senate,  would 
be  great  upon  the  country.  It  is,  therefore, 
for  the  purpose  of  arresting  this  unprofitable 
debate,  and  of  having  such  resolutions  reported 
by  a  Select  Committee,  that  I  shall  vote  in  favor 
of  the  proposition. 

What  have  we  witnessed  upon  the  present 
occasion?  The  Senators  from  Delaware,  al- 
though representing  a  slave-holding  State  upon 
this  floor,  nave  voted  against  these  resolutions, 
because,  in  their  opinion,  they  can  detect  in 
them  the  poison  of  nnllincation.  Now,  I  can 
aee  no  such  thing  in  them,  and  am  ready  to 
avow  that  in  the  mdn  they  contain  nothing  bat 
correct  political  principles  to  which  I  am  de- 
voted. But  what  then?  These  Senators  are 
placed  in  a  felse  position,  and  are  compelled  to 
vote  against  resolntions  the  object  of  which 
they  heartily  approve.  Again :  my  friend, 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  "Wau,) 
votes  against  them,  because  they  are  political 
abstractions,  of  which  he  thinks  the  Senate 
ought  not  to  take  cognizance ;  although  he  is 
as  much  opposed  to  abolition,  and  as  willing  to 
maintain  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  South 
as  any  Senator  upon  this  floor.  Other  Senators 
believe  the  right  of  petition  has  been  endan- 
gered ;  and  nntil  that  has  been  established,  they 
will  not  vote  for  any  resolutions  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Thns  we  stand ;  and  thus  those  of  us  in 
the  North,  who  must  sustain  the  brunt  of  the 
battle,  are  forced  into  false  positions.  Abolition 
thns  acquires  force  by  bringing  to  its  aid  the 
right  of  petition  and  the  hostility  which  exists  in 
the  North  against  the  doctrines  of  nullification. 

Mr.  Preston  hoped  the  resolutions  would 
not  be  referred ;  it  could  no  do  good,  and  would 
protract  the  discussion,  of  which  he  was  al- 
ready heartily  wearied. 

Mr.  Benton  then  withdrew  the  motion  to 
commit  the  subject  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Wall  had  hoped  the  subject  would  have 
been  referred  to  a  committee,  as  it  was  clearly 
incompetent  to  the  Senate  to  sit  day  after  day, 
making  abstract  creeds,  and  establishing  parti- 
cular mterpretations  of  the  constitution;  all 
which  was  foreign  to  the  purposes  of  legisla- 
tion. He  would  ask,  on  whom  were  these 
codes,  creeds,  and  abstractions,  to  operate? 
They  could  have  no  force  whatever  as  law ; 
whom,  then,  would  they  bind  ?    No  one  per- 


son whatsoever  I  Did,  then,  the  Senate  ex- 
pect to  settle  a  thousand  disputed  constitutional 
questions  by  propounding  theories  and  abstract 
propositions?  To  legislate  was  the  duty  of 
legislators,  not  to  broach  or  to  promulgate  ab- 
stract opinions  and  theories.  If  a  law  were 
introduced  on  the  subject,  he  (Mr.  W.)  would 
be  able  to  act ;  or,  if  tiie  report  of  a  committee 
had  come  up,  it  might  be  received  or  rejected. 
As  it  was,  however,  the  course  pursued  appear- 
ed to  him  irregular,  anomalous,  and  fraught 
with  bad  consequences,  converting  the  Senate 
into  a  mere  arena  of  theoretical  disputations. 


Satuedat,  January  6. 
Mr.  GathounU  Retolutwnt. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Mobbib's  idnend- 
ment  to  the  third  resolution, 

Mr.  Davis  said  that  he  had  several  times 
briefly  addressed  the  Senate  upon  this  subject, 
which  for  two  years  or  more  had  been  greatly 
agitated,  more  so,  probably,  than  was  u^fnl. 

At  the  flrst  session  of  the  last  Congress,  after 
a  loD^,  animated,  denunciatory  debate,  carried 
on  chiefly  by  the  members  from  the  South,  the 
Senate  arrived  at  certain  results  in  regard  to 
abolition  petitions,  in  which  he  (Mr.  D.)  did 
not  eoncnr,  but  a  very  great  majority  did.  It 
was  proper  to  recur  to  the  state  of  things  then, 
and  to  call  to  mind  the  sentiments  of  that  day. 
The  leading  argument  in  that  debate  was,  that 
the  agitation  of  the  qu^ion  was  a  source  of 
^oat  danger,  pregnant  with  ruinous  conse- 
quences to  the  country,  causing  serious  obstmc- 
non  to  the  action  of  Congress,  and  great  un- 
ea^ness  out  of  doors.  And  it  was  most  urgently 
insisted  that  it  was  one  of  those  delicate  topics 
which  it  was  not  safe  to  discuss;  which,  in 
truth,  we  had  no  right  to  discuss,  either  as 
regarded  the  States  interested,  or  the  District 
of  Columbia  or  the  Territories. 

I  have  many  objections  to  these  resolutions, 
more  than  I  ^all  find  physical  ability  to  ex- 
press, and  the  strongest  of  those  objections- are 
to  their  political  character. 

They  are  not  called  for,  are  not  more  efScient 
than  the  measures  now  in  force,  and  can  do  no 
good.  They  are.  as  has  been  well  stud,  (a  part 
of  them  at  least,)  mere  abstractions  or  avowals 
of  abstract  doctrines  no  way  demanded  by  the 
occasion.  They  embraoe  matters  having  no 
connection  with  abolition,  and  call  upon  us  to 
commit  ourselves  to  fui  interpretation  of  the 
constitution  when  there  is  no  emergency  arising 
in  the  oonrse  of  our  public  duty  requiring  us  to 
give  interpretation  to  that  instrument.  It  is  on 
unnecessary  attempt  to  influence  the  public 
judgment,  and  sgch  works  of  supererogation 
are  best  let  alone.  Any  and  all  tuose  reasons 
are  a  most  ample  justification  for  voting  against 
even  that  which  may  seem  to  be  right  in  the 
abstract ;  for  I  would  give  no  conntenance  to 
making  a  creed  of  avowals  for  politicians,  and 
to  the  publication  by  the  Senate  of  abstract 
opinions,  merely  because  they  may  contain  ap< 
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parent  truisms.    They  onght  also  to  be  useful, 
and  put  forth  for  some  nsefnl  public  purpose. 

But,  sir,  the  leading  reason  urged  for  dispos- 
ing of  the  whole  abolition  matter  is,  that  the 
agitation  off  the  topic  disturbs  the  public  har- 
mony and  endangers  the  Union.  I  am  quite 
disposed  to  respect  all  «nch  fears  and  apprehen- 
sions, when  urged  with  seriousness ;  to  listen 
to  public  sentiment,  and  to  yield  much  to  public 
jnogment;  and,  I  am  happy  to  perceive  that 
the  thought  now  and  then  flashes  across  the 
minds  of  gentlemen,  that  there  are  two  ends  to 
this  Union,  both  of  which  should  fall  under  the 
protection  and  paternal  regard  of  this  Govern- 
ment. We  are  the  representatives  of  the  whole, 
and  our  affections  and  watchflilness  should  be 
commensurate  with  the  whole.  The  resolutions 
before  us  propose  no  measures  for  the  general 
harmony,  but  to  give  certain  interpretations  to 
■Uie  constitution  favorable  to  the  slave  interest 
liis  is  to  avoid  the  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
I  cannot  see  how  the  end  is  to  be  reached  by 
the  means. 

I  wish  to  ask,  sir,  what  your  recollections  are 
in  regard  to  the  history  of  public  policy.  You 
have  probably  for  the  last  thirty  years  been  a 
witness  and  participator  in  what  has  occurred 
here,  and  your  memory  can  go  much  beyond 
that.  You  know  what  has  been  the  public  feel- 
ing on  the  subject  of  the  integrity  of  the  Union, 
and  what  kind  of  a  reputation  those  have  ac- 
quired who  have  been  suspected  only  of  agitat- 
ing this  alarming  topic.  How  stands  the  Hart^ 
ford  Convention  in  public  estimation?  How 
other  conventions  and  assemblies  of  men  of 
more  recent  date,  who  were  supposed  to  medi- 
tate unfriendly  feelings  to  the  Union  ?  All  hos- 
tility to  the  Union  has  at  all  times  been  viewed 
by  the  great  body  of  the  people  with  the  most 
profound  sorrow,  and  regret. 

The  Abolitionists  can  have  no  motive  to  dis- 
solve the  Union.  They  have  never  been  charged 
with  snob  an  object,  to  my  knowledge.  Their 
acts  may  create  alarm  and  discontent,  which 
may  tend  to  that.  There  may  be  selfish  men 
among  them,  for  the  ambitious  always  mould 
the  moving  elements,  when  they  can,  to  aid 
their  own  selfish  purposes.  It  would  not  be 
singular  if  such  were  found  among  them,  but 
their  number  cannot  be  great.  But  how  is  the 
Abolitionist  to  be  profited,  if  his  wishes  are  all 
realized  f  If  all  the  slaves  on  the  globe  were 
made  free,  how  will  it  mend  his  condition!  In 
no  way  whatever.  He  can  gain  nothing  by  the 
change.  But  they  repudiate,  and  very  properly, 
all  right  to  interfere  with  the  States,  and  con- 
fine themselves  to  the  Territories  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  worst,  then,  which  can  be  said  of  them, 
is,  that  they  are  deluded,  misguided  philan- 
thropists, fanatics— heated  with  an  unbecoming 
zeal.  I  do  not  mean  to  touch  the  question 
of  the  expediency  of  their  course  in  asking 
for  immediate  abolition  in  the  District.  That 
I  will  meet  whenever  the  Senate  will  open 
it  by  receiving  their  petitions,  bat  not  until 


then ;  for  the  right  of  petition  is  the  bightf 
right,  and  most  first  be  vindicated.  I  ^nH, 
however,  at  all  times  go  for  the  Union,  and 
the  whole  Union ;  and  against  the  AbolitiosisU 
if  they  propose  to  interfere  with  constitotioatl 
rights  or  guarantees.     . 

ITr.  Calhock  said  he  had,  he  believed,  beea 
in  a  standing  minority  from  the  time  the  sub- 
ject of  abolition  was  first  agitated  in  this  bodr 
till  the  introduction  of  these  resolutions ;  tsd, 
although  he  had  steadily  objected  to  the  recep- 
tion of  any  abdlition  petitions,  so  far  from 
taking  a  lead  in  laying  them  on  the  table,  u 
the  Senator  stated,  he  had  not,  in  a  sinde 
instance,  mode  such  a  motion.  He  was,  on  the 
contrary,  wholly  opposed  to  the  course.  E> 
had  never  doubted  the  folly  of  the  position, 
that  we  were  bound  to  receive  petitions,  bd 
might  lay  them  immediately  on  the  table,  witi- 
out  consideration  or  discussion.  In  the  originil 
debate,  he  told  the  Senator  from  PennsylTiui, 
(Mr.  Buchanan,)  who  took  a  lead  in  &vof  of 
that  course,  that  it  was  utterly  indefensible,  md 
that  the  reasons  he  (Mr.  B.)  assigned  to  pron 
that  we  were  bound  to  receive,  would  be  eqwHj 
cogent  to  show  that  we  were  bound  to  refer, 
report  on,  discuss,  and  decide  on  them.  He 
also  told  him  what  would  be  the  conseqnences 
of  his  false  position,  all  of  which  have  alresdj 
been  realized.  The  Senator  from  Kentnckj  la 
already  taken  the  precise  ground  which  he  fate- 
told  would  be  taken.  Nor  is  the  Senator  lea 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  he  has  been  opposed 
to  the  discussion  of  the  subject.  He  has,  it  is 
true,  been  utterly  and  unalterably  opposed  to 
any  discussion  with  the  abolitionists.  Thej 
have  no  right  to  come  here,  and  be  was  and  ii 
for  shutting  the  door  in  their  fice;  but  1>* 
never  shunned  discussion  when  the  subject 
came  fairly  up,  nor  wonld  he,  so  long_  as  th« 
Senator's  constituents  and  others  continne  to 
agitate  the  subject ;  in  proof  of  which,  he  re- 
ferred the  Senator  to  the  course  he  adopted  a 
relation  to  the  President's  Message,  some  yean 
since,  on  the  circulation  of  incendiary  pobDca' 
tions  through  the  mail.  So  far  from  avoiduj 
discussion,  he  raised  a  special  committee  on  tW 
portion  of  tho  Message,  made  a  fall  «W 
adverse  to  the  President's  views,  accompsnM 
by  a  bill,  which  gave  rise  to  much  discasaoa 
So  now,  acting  on  the  same  principle,  he  nw 
presented  the  resolutions  as  the  antagonists  a 
the  Vermont  resolutions.  . 

But  this  is  not  the  only  instance  of  the  mu- 
statement  of  his  course  by  the  Senator.  A^ 
Burning,  erroneously,  as  he  had  shown,  th»  " 
position  had  been  that  Congress  has  no  n«M  » 
agitate  or  discuss  this  subject,  howeTer  t» 
sented,  he  accuses  him  ^r.  C.)  of  cballeii^ 
debate  on  the  present  occasion,  and  "J'r*: 
he  (Mr.  Davis)  would  have  remained  sii^' 
had  it  not  been  for  his  challenge.  It "  "^  " 
had  stated  that  the  political  creed  of  the  ae"^ 
tor,  and  those  who  thought  with  him,  in  ra^ 
ence  to  the  origin  and  structure  of  our  faovenr 
ment,  so  far  from  affording  wy  constitutiflo" 
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proteotion  against  the  asaaults  of  the  Aboliti(>n- 
bts,  had  roused  their  fanatical  spirit  into  action ; 
and  he  had  called  on' the  party  generally  who 
entertained  it,  to  show,  if  he  was  in  a  mistake  as 
to  the  effect  of  their  creed,  what  protection  it 
afforded.  K  the  Senator  has  construed  this  into 
a  challenge  to  discuss  these  resolutions,  he  must 
say  be  has  most  signally  failed  to  meet  it.  He 
has  not  even  attempted  to  show  that  the  view 
which  be  and  his  party  take  of  the  constitution, 
con  afford  the  least  protection  against  the  dan- 
gers which  now  so  serionsly  menace  the  country 
and  its  institutions.  His  silence  he  had  a  right 
to  consider  as  conclusive  proof  of  the  tmth  of 
his  assertion,  and  the  Senator  ought  not  to  be 
surprised  H,  after  this  tacit  confession,  he  should 
tarn  to  those  who  entertained  the  opposite  con- 
stitutional views,  and  call  on  them  exclusively 
to  rally  to  the  rescue  at  this  hour  of  danger. 
The  Senator  was  so  conscious  of  his  weakness 
on  this  point,  that  instead  of  attempting  to 
point  out  a  remedy,  when  his  pollticed  theory 
afforded  none,  he  took  the  opposite  course,  to 
deny  that  there  was  any  danger  to  be  repelled. 
He  told  OS,  gravely,  that  the  Abolitionists  were 
no  Disonionists ;  that  they  had  no  ambitions 
objects ;  no  corrupt  purpose ;  that  they  repu- 
diated all  interference  with  the  States;  that 
they  only  aimed  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories and  in  this  District,  where  there  were 
not  more  than  2,000  slaves;  and  that  they 
diumed  no  right,  but  to  beg  you  to  grant  them 
the  innocent  and  harmless  boon  they  craved, 
(of  cutting  our  throats  and  burning  our  houses,) 
and  that  these  beggars  were  bat  a  handful,  of 
whom  a  large  portion  were  femalesi  Sach  is 
the  picture  which  he  gives  of  this  small  band 
of  innoeents,  and  the  harmless  motives  that 
actuate  them ;  and  this,  in  the  face  of  the  con- 
stant, uniform,  and  open  avowal,  that  their  ob- 
ject is  the  total  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  States, 
as  well  as  in  this  District  and  the  Territories,  and 
that  they  consider  the  abolition  in  the  latter  but 
as  the  first  step  to  abolition  in  the  former. 

As  brief  as  has  been  his  notice  of  the  Sena- 
tor's apology  for  the  Abolitionists,  (for  such  he 
mast  consider  his  speech,)  it  is  much  longer 
thim  he  would  have  made  it,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  respect  which  he  has  had  for  his  talents 
and  character.  He  canqot  consider  the  course 
he  has  pursued  in  his  speech  as  indicative  of 
his  aictnal  feelings  and  £umess,  and  is  compelled 
to  regard  it  as  indicative  of  the  distempered 
state  of  the  public  sentiment  of  those  he  repre- 
sented. Thus  viewed,  it  affords  an  important 
lesson  to  those  he  represented.  Throughout, 
not  a  censure  of  the  Abolitioniats  is  whispered. 
All  is  excuse,  defence,  ^ology.  It  is  we,  not 
they,  who  are  the  agitators ;  it  is  we,  not  they, 
who  are  the  disturbers  of  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  the  country ;  it  is  we,  not  they,  who  are  the 
assailants ;  it  is  we,  not  they,  who  harbor  am- 
bitions and  improper  designs ;  and,  finally,  it  is 
we,  not  they,  who  meditate  disunion.  It  is  no 
crime  to  attack  ns,  but  a  heinooa  offence  in  ns 
to  defend  ourselves. 


Mr.  NnJts  felt  that  the  resolutions  before  the 
Senate  had  placed  himself  and  some  others  in  a 
delicate  situation;  he  was,  and  ever  had  been, 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  agitation  of  this 
subject  in  Congress,  in  any  form;  he  was 
opposed  to  its  discussion  here,  believing  that  it 
would  tend  to  increase  the  evil  which  it  waq 
designed  to  remove.  But  it  has  been  brought 
before  as,  and  we  are  compelled  to  act  upon  it. 
He  had  a  few  remarks  to  offer  upon  the  reso- 
lutions. They  are  here,  whether  properly  or  not, 
and  we  are  called  on  to  decide  upon  them ;  and 
when  we  arrive  at  that  point,  they  ought  to 
stand  or  fall  upon  their  own  merits.  They  are 
objected  to  on  several  grounds :  first,  as  being 
mere  abstractions,  having  no  practical  bearing; 
and  if  by  this  is  meant  that  they  are,  if  adopt^ 
to  have  no  operation  on  the  rights  of  any  one, 
this  objection  is  correct.  But  he  would  not 
add  to  what  he  had  said  on  that  point.  They 
are  also  objected  to  on  the  ground  of  their 
having  a  doable  aspect— one  political,  the  other 
having  reference  to  the  abolition  question. 
Some  gentlemen  think  that  they  are  altogether 
unsound  and  dangerous,  as  the  aflSrmation  of  a 
political  creed.  They  tltink  they  discover  a 
lurking  treason  in  them,  or  a  squinting  towards 
nullification.  Remove  the  veil,  says  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts,  and  you  discover  that 
little  thing  called  nullification. 

.  These  objections  had  no  great  force  on  his 
mind.  So  far  as  the  resolutions  embraced 
political  principles,  he  had  no  difficulty ;  he 
believed  them  to  be  sound  and  just.  They 
contained  a  brief  exposition  of  the  true  theory 
of  our  Government ;  there  was  nothing  new 
in  them ;  their  doctrines  were  those  of  the  old 
Republican  school  of  '98,  which  he  regarded  as 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  constitution ;  the 
doctrines  of  State  rights,  which  were  the  trae 
principles  of  union  and  liberty.  They  had 
stood  the  test  of  public  opinion  and  of  pablio 
scratiny,  in  every  way  and  form,  for  nearly 
half  a  centory,  and  he  thought  it  rather  too 
late  to  call  them  in  question  now.  If,  in  the 
infancy  of  the  Confederacy,  these  principles 
were  deemed  just,  and  the  only  bulwark  against 
consolidation,  the  experience  of  the  last  forty 
years  has  added  immeasurable  weight  to  the 
conviction  by  which  they  were  then  sustained. 
This  Government  has  exhibited  a  steady  tend- 
ency towards  consolidation ;  and  this  tendency, 
whilst  it  is  constantly  impairing  the  rights  of 
the  States,  is  the  sonroe  of  greatest  danger  to 
the  Union.  Bat  it  is  said  that  the  poUtioal 
features  of  these  resolutions,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  are  irrelevant,  and  have  nothing  to  do 
with  their  avowed  object  He  thought  very 
differently.  Petitions  are  before  the  Senate, 
asking  us  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District, 
and  to  OTohibit  the  slave-trade  betwem  the 
States.  We  present  these  resolutions  as  an  an- 
swer to  these  requests.  We  hold  up  the  mir- 
ror of  the  constitntion,  that  the  petitioners  and 
all  others  may  see  the  objections  and  difflcnlties 
existing  in  the  very  theory  and  nature  of  the 
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Goverpment — that  they  may  see  that  some  of 
the  objects  prayed  for  are  directlr  in  conflict 
-with  uie  conatitntion,  and  that  others  have  a 
direct  and  necessary  tendency  to  disturb  the 
Union.  The  designs  of  these  agitators  are  not 
confined  to  this  District;  we  have  evidence 
that  they  are  not;  they  are  preying  for  the 
prohibition  of  the  trade  in  slaves;  they  are 
already  directly  interfering  with  this  matter 
williin  the  States.  These  unfortunate  men, 
who,  J.  fear,  are  to  be  tlie  disturbers  of  their 
country's  peace,  view  this  subject  in  a  religious 
rather  than  a  political  or  civil  aspect  They 
regard  slavery  as  a  moral  evil ;  as  a  sin  in  the 
si^t  of  Ood,  which  they  are  in  conscience 
bound  to  set  their  faces  against  and  attempt  to 
extirpate.  Does  not  this  show  that  they  con- 
sider themselves  in  some  sense  responsible  for 
what  they  regard  as  a  crime,  which  must  pro- 
ceed from  the  consideration  that  we  are  one 
people,  one  community,  for  local  as  well  as 
general  purposes?  These  men  mostly  belong 
to  Uie  clergy,  who,  with  many  honorable  ex- 
ceptions, are,  of  aU  men,  the  most  liable  to  fall 
into  error  on  this  subject.  Their  course  of 
reading,  reflections,  associations,  and  duties,  all 
tend  to  lead  them  into  error  in  regard  to  the 
nature  of  our  Government  and  political  and 
social  rights.  If  they  do  not  entertun  errone- 
ous views  on  this  subject,  why  do  they  confljie 
their  efforts  to  slavery  in  the  United  States? 
Is  there  no  slavery  elsewhere  ?  Why  do  they 
not  give  their  attention  to  Cuba  and  the  islands 
lying  along  upon  our  coasts  ?  Does  not  slavery 
exist  there  ?  and  is  it  not  known  to  be  much 
more  cmel,  severe,  and  oppressive  ?  Who  has 
ever  heard  of  the  exertions  of  abolitionists  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  Island  of  Cuba?  Depend 
upon  it,  sir,  these  fanatics  act  under  an  im- 
pression that  they  are  in  some  respect  respon- 
sible for  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  United 
States,  because  they  are  citizens  of  the  same 
country  and  belong  to  the  same  general  com- 
munity. These  resolutions  present  this  subject 
in  its  true  light;  they  hold  up  the  States  as 
sepahte  and  independent  communities,  ex- 
cept for  a  few  general  purposes;  as  much 
separate  and  distinct  in  all  their  concerns  and 
institutions  purely  local,  as  though  the  Union 
did  not  exist ;  as  mnch  separate  and  distinct  as 
these  States  are  from  Canada,  or  Ouba,  or 
Ifexioo.  A  citizen  of  Vermont  has  no  more 
right  to  interfere  with  the  subject  of  slavery 
in  South  Carolina,  than  a  citizen  of  Canada. 
Is  there  not  reason  to  believe  that  there  is 
much  delusion  on  this  subject  ? 

But  what  is  the  real  source  of  danger  ?  We 
are  told  that  no  force  can  be  brought  against 
the  Union  or  the  Sonth.  This  is  true,  sir ;  the 
danger  is  not  from  force.  What  is  the  strength 
of  wis  Oovernment,  and  of  this  Union  ?  Is  it 
force?  Is  it  backed  and  sustained  by  your 
army  and  navy ;  your  militia,  or  other  military 
establishments  ?  Far  ft-om  it :  that  is  not  liie 
design  of  those  national  institutions.  The 
strength  of  this  Union,  of  this  Govenunent,  is 


pvilU  cpinian.    TIus  is  its  only  abiding  fotnidi- 
tion ;  the  rock  on  which  it  rests,  or  upon  vhidi 
it  must  founder!     As  long  as  that  renuiiii 
sound,  we  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  henoe  vt 
discover  the  danger  from  the  movements  a/d 
apparent  designs  of  the  abolitionists.    Are  sot 
all  their  efforts  directly  calculated  to  poisoi 
public  sentiment  ?    Are  they  not  calculi  to 
alienate  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the  peqile 
of  one  section  of  the  Union  from  thoE«  of 
another  ?    If  their  schemes  are  persisted  in,  is 
there  not  reason  to  fear  that  feelings  Till  it 
engendered  in  both  ends  of  the  Union,  hostile 
to  each  other  and  the  Union  itself!    Does  u; 
one  suppose  that  this  Confederacy  of  Ststa 
can  be  preserved  with  public  sentiment  hostile 
to  it;    with  feelings  unfriendly  and  hostile 
between  the  people  of  the  two  extremitiel 
Does  any  one  suppose  it  can  be  maintiised 
when  the  time  arrives  (but  he  hoped  it  ¥ooU 
never  arrive)  when  the  entire  population  d 
one  section  of  the  country,  comprising  narij 
half  the  States,  become  Ailly  and  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  solemn  conviction  tint  tbe 
tJuion,  instead  of  adding  to  their  eecaritr,  ii 
the  fruitful  source  of  danger  to  their  domatit 
institutions,  their  property,  their  pease,  sai 
their  lives  ?    He  must  know  little  of  the  nitiire 
of  this  Government,  and  little  of  human  nsnir^ 
who  can  entertain  such  an  opinion.    Sir,  On 
strength  of  this  Union  is  in  the  hearts  ui! 
affections  of  the  people ;  in  a  settled,  abiilii; 
conviction,  that  it  is  a  sonrce  of  secnrity,  t  beK- 
fit,  a  blessing,  to  all  parties  to  it. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  K,)  I  will  not  nndertaie  to 
predict  what  will  be  the  issne  of  this  stngk 
at  the  North.    For  a  time,  very  poesiblj,  the 
side  of  error  may  prevail.    It  was  a  snt|je<< 
peculiarly  calculated  to  ts^e  bold  of  the  fediii|> 
and  prejudices  of  large  classes  of  the  pe<^i 
it  was  a  subject  calculated  to  delude  sod  mi»' 
lead.    But  if  the  abolition  party  should  ^ 
vail,  and  abolition  principles  triumph,  ve  aitl 
have  then  reached  the  third  stage  of  the  ei3; 
the  contest  will  then  be  brought  here,  m 
between  the  different  States  of  this  UniK' 
Then  are  to  follow  reproaches,  crimimtio''' 
and  recriminations,  and  real  or  supposed  i^^ 
sions  offered  and  repelled ;  agitation,  sltrni  w 
confusion  may  prevail,  and  the  noble  fsbnt  of 
the  Grovemment  <q)pear  to  be  falling  to  pw* 
This  will  be  the  final  crisis,  which  ni^  ^ 
the  country  with  calamities,  but  the  Union  wi" 
not  be  dissolved.    When  the  waters  of  bittff- 
ness  have  spread  over  the  land— whsn  ™ 
people  have  drank  deep  from  the  cup  of  «"*■ 
tion— when  they  have  seen  and  tasted  enong" 
of  the  bitter  fruits  of  fanaticism,  folly,  rasM« 
and  passion — the  good  sense  and  reason  ofw 
people  will  return,  the  delusion  will  soha^ 
and  the  dark  clouds  which  have  lowered  °« 
our  horizon  will  gradually  disappear,  mtiiw 
sun  breaking  through  them  shmes  once  Jii«» 
on  our  favored  land.    Sir,  the  Union  nU^ 
be  dissolved,  although  it  may  be  pot  to  a  »w 
trial.    He  felt  a  strong  conviction,  an  at«iin« 
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oonfldenoe  In  this ;  bnt  if  he  conld  for  a  moment 
■believe  that  Providence  has  ordered  otherwise 
— ^that  this  Confederaor  is  to  be  broken  down — 
it  woold  make  no  difference  as  to  his  oovno. 
"WTien  driven  firom  every  other  position,  he 
-would  mike  his  last  stand  on  the  ramparts  of 
the  constitntion,  where  he  wonld  make  the 
last  rally  for  the  last  stmsgle  in  its  defence. 
If  tinauccessftil — if  he  fell— ne  wonld  fall  with 
the  glorions  standard  of  the  Union  in  his  hand, 
and  the  words  of  the  venerable  ex-Pre«dent 
on  his  lips — "Thb  Fkdkbal  Union  must  bb 

FBESKKVBD." 

Mr.  Batabd  moved  to  strike  one  the  words 
**  the  several  States,"  and  insert  the  words  of 
the  constitution  itself  viz :  "  the  people  of  the 
United  States."  His  object  was  to  avoid  a 
committal  to  a  political  creed,  to  which  he 
oonld  not  consent. 

Mr.  Calhottr  objected,  that  those  words 
'were  ambignoos;  they  might  be  taken  in  a 
geographical  sense,  meaning  the  inhabitants  of 
the  northern  continent  of  America;  or  they 
might  mean  the  people,  as  a  people;  or  they 
might  mean  the  people  only  of  the  several 
separate  States.  The  latter  was  the  only  sense 
he  conld  admit 

Mr.  B1.TABD  nrged  that  the  very  words  of 
tlie  constitution,  to  which  every  Senator  had 
Bwom,  conld  not  snrely  be  objected  to.  It 
fqjpeared  to  him  that  Mr.  0.  was  contending 
rather  to  pnt  his  own  pecnliar  interpretation 
upon  that  mstmment,  rather  than  following  the 
instmment  itself,  leaving  the  interpretation 
open. 

Mr.  Olat  of  Kentucky  said,  if  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  wonld  frame  his  amendment 
according  to  the  histwical  fact,  in  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  Mr.  Clat  wonld  vote  for  it. 
The  historical  fact  was,  that  the  constitntion 
was  adopted  by  the  people  of  the  several 
States,  acting  within  their  respective  limits. 

Mr.  CALBonK.  We  rely  on  the  historical 
fact;  and  the  Senator  from  Delaware  onght 
not  to  force  hb  interpretation  on  us. 

Mr.  Batabd.  The  historical  fact  is,  that  it 
is  the  Government,  in  the  words  of  the  consti- 
tution, of  "  the  people  of  the  United  States." 
It  is  so  decidea  by  Chief  Justice  Marshall. 
When  the  preamble  of  the  constitution  was 
"We,  the  people  of  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont," &o.,  the  names  of  the  several  States 
were  stricken  out,  and  the  existing  expression 
inserted,  in  order  to  avoid  all  ambignity.  I  do 
not  depend  at  all  on  the  preamble,  bnt  on  the 
discussion  in  the  Convention.  I  can  demon- 
strate that  it  was  regarded  as  a  Government 
emanating  from  the  people  as  a  general  body ; 
and  on  this  subject  I  snail  be  ready  to  wield 
a  lance  with  the  Senator  on  any  substantial 
occasion. 

Mr.  Bayard's  amendment  was  lost — yeas  8, 
nays  34 ;  and  the  third  resolution  was  adopted 
— ^yeas  81,  nays  H. 

TouXnL— M 


Tttesday,  January  0. 
Mr.  CtMoun^*  Bttolutiont. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
Mr.  Calhoitn'b  resolutions,  on  the  relations,  &a, 
of  the  States  and  General  Government  The 
question  being  on  the  fourth  of  the  series. 

Mr.  Gbundy  said  that,  having  been  absent 
fW>m  sickness  when  the  votes  were  recorded  on 
the  passed  resolutions,  he  took  this  opportunity 
of  saying  that  he  zealously  concurred  with  the 
object  of  the  resolutions,  and,  had  he  been 
present,  should  have  voted  in  favor  of  every 
one  of  them. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  4th  resolution, 
and  was  carried,  as  follows : 

TcAS. — ^Uessrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Blade, 
Brown,  Bacfaonan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  CUJ 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cnthbert,  FnUon, 
Onmdy,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Nidiolaa, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Boane,  Rob- 
inson, Sevier,  Smith  of  Connectiout,  Stnnge,  Walker, 
White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 34. 

Nats. — ^Messis.  McKean,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Smith 
of  Indians,  and  Swift — B. 

The  question  then  recurred  9n  the  adoption 
of  the  fifth  resolution  as  follows : 

"Betolvtd,  That  the  intenneddliiig  of  any  State 
or  States,  or  their  citizens,  to  abolish  slavery  in  this 
District,  or  any  of  the  Territories,  on  the  ground,  or 
under  the  pretext,  that  it  is  immoral  or  siniUl,  or 
the  passage  of  any  act  or  measure  of  Congress,  with 
that  view,  would  be  a  direct  and  dangerous  attadc  on 
the  histltutioiis  of  all  the  slave-holding  States." 

lilr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  did  not  intend  to 
press  on  the  Senate  any  remarks  of  his  while 
these  resolutions  were  under  discusnon.  Bnt 
he  rose  to  express  his  views  as  to  the  difference 
between  the  resolutions  which  had  been  paased 
and  the  one  at  present  before  them.  Thoea 
tliat  were  passed  were  only  declaratory  of  oon- 
stitntional  rights,  which  he  thought  fbey  were 
bound  to  recognize,  and  on  these  groonds  he 

fave  his  support  to  them.  But  what  was  this 
fth  resolution  ?  Was  it  not  wholly  different 
from  the  others!  This  was  a  field  in  which 
the  people  of  these  United  States  had  a  right 
to  enter  and  to  discuss — the  expediency  of 
slavery  in  this  District.  If  we  are  called  on 
here  to  act  as  legislators,  he,  for  one,  would  be 
ready  to  say  that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to 
legislate  on  the  subject,  because  it  would  be 
unjust  to  the  holders  of  slave  property,  bnt  he 
would  be  unwilling  to  say  that  it  was  unconsti- 
tutional to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District. 

When  they  came  to  ttik  of  prescribing  lim- 
its to  the  discussions  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  they  were  not  acting  within  the  limits 
of  their  duty.  If,  said  Mr.  S.,  we  do  not  act  in 
conformity  to  the  will  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  they  can  exercise  a  proper  check 
or  control  over  us.  What  was  this  fifth  resolu- 
tion bnt  the  prescribing  a  rule  to  limit  the  dis- 
cussions of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
hereafter,  and  the  setting  themselves  up  as 
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censors  over  them  ?  This  Mr.  S.  thought,  was 
going  far  heyond  the  limits  of  their  duty. 
While  he  would  cheerfully  oppose  any  uncon- 
stitutional interference  wi^  the  institutions  of 
the  States,  he  would  at  the  same  time  avoid 
expressing  any  opinions  adverse  to  the  right 
of  the  people  to  discuss  such  subjects  as  were 
properly  open  to  them. 

Mr.  PiBEOE,  of  New  Hampshire,  said :  The 
District  of  Oolumbia  was  now  emphatically  the 
battle-field  of  the  abolitionists,  and  the  resolu- 
tion immediately  under  consideration,  with, 
perhaps,  some  modifications  in  phraseology, 
would  present  the  true  issue  here  and  to  the 
country. 

If  the  grave  objections  suggested  on  the  other 
dde  were  sustained  by  an  examination  of  the 
resolutions  themselves,  or  a  course  of  sound 
argumentation,  they  would  insure  my  oppo- 
sition, 'What  are  they  ?  The  first  that  reached 
my  ear  was,  that  they  contmn  latent  nullifica- 
tion. I  have  wuted  to  bear  the  particular 
resolution,  sentence  or  phrase  pointed  otit  in 
which  this  heresy  is  supposed  to  be  concealed, 
and  I  have  waited  in  vain.  Having,  then, 
assertion  on  oA  side,  and  what  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  plain  reading  of  the  resolutions  and 
the  frank  and  unqualified  declaration  of  the 
mover  on  the  other,  I  must  be  excused  if  I  do 
not  take  the  alarm. 

We  have  next  eloquent  disquisitions  upon  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  the  freedom  of  the  press. 
To  every  sentiment  uttered  upon  these  sub- 
jeots  I  yield  my  cordial  assent ;  but  why  intro- 
duced on  this  particular  occasion,  I  have  been 
at  a  loss  to  determine.  Wonld  any  man  here 
abridge  the  liberty  of  speech,  or  assail  the 
fbeedom  of  the  press  ?  I  take  it  not  Is  there 
any  thing  in  the  resolutions  to  sanction  an 
invasion  of  either!  Not  a  syllable.  That 
these  are  privileges  most  dear  to  every  Ameri- 
can, is  freely  admitted  by  all.  Why  such  a 
yanety  of  changes  have  been  rung  upon  them 
in  this  debate,  others  may  determine. 

But  it  is  further  urged  against  the  resolutions, 
that  they  are  mere  abstractions.  Sir,  it  is 
Quite  .immaterial  what  name  you  apply  to 
tttem ;  sufficient  is  it  that  they  meet  the  case, 
that  they  encounter  the  Abolitionist  upon 
sound  and  tenable  ground,  and  furnish  a  con- 
dnsive  answer  to  his  importunities.  To  say 
that  the  petitions  refer  only  to  this  District,  and 
that  the  principles  asserted  in  the  preceding 
resolutions  are  consequently  without  applica- 
tion, is  perfectly  idle.  It  is  impossible  to  read 
a  single  number  of  the  leading  Abolition  periodi- 
cals, without  perceiving  that  their  object  reaches 
far  beyond  this  District,  and  stops  at  no  point 
short  of  general  emancipation  in  the  States. 
And  yet,  sir,  I  suspect  that  you  wonld  find 
few  intelligent  Abolitionists,  who  would  assert 
that  Congress  has  the  constitutional  power  to 
interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States ;  but  admit- 
ting the  want  of  power  here,  they  hold  it  to 
be  their  duty,  as  mdividnals,  to  persevere  in 
the  eanse.    Swarding  the  institution  of  slavery 


as  morally  wrong,  or  sinful.  If  you  please,  thej 
consider  themselves,  as  citizens  of  the  Union, 
responsible  for  its  continuance,  wherever  it 
may  exist  within  our  borders.  This  feeling 
has  its  origin,  to  some  extent,  in  a  misappre- 
hendon  of  the  structure  of  our  Goveinment, 
and  this  error  the  preceding  resolutions  are 
calculated  to  correct.  They  assert,  in  effect 
that  the  citizen  of  New  Hampshire  is  no  more 
responsible,  morally  or  politically,  for  the  exist- 
ence and  continuance  of  this  domestic  instito- 
tion  in  Yirgioia  or  Maryland,  than  he  wonld  be 
for  the  existence  of  any  similar  institutions  in 
France  or  Persia. 

Now,  let  these  doctrines  bo  universally  under- 
stood and  admitted,  and  you  take  one  great  step 
toward  satisfying  the  consciences  of  honest, 
but  misguided  people,  in  one  section  of  the 
country,  and  quieting  the  irritation,  for  which 
there  has  been  too  much  cause,  in  the  otho-. 
This  we  have  attempted  to  do.  We  are  boniid 
to  go  further,  and  frankly  to  declare  to  ttiemt 
petitioners,  that  so  long  as  slavery  shall  continue 
in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  it  is  vain  for  tbem 
to  expect  its  abolition  here;  that  we  are  for- 
bidden to  legislate  upon  this  subject,  under 
existing  circumstances,  by  obligations  hardly 
inferior  to  the  constitution  itself;  that  Congress 
cannot  abolish  slavery  in  tliis  District,  against 
the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants,  without  a  gross 
breach  of  public  fiuth,  and  an  outrageous  in- 
fraction of  private  rights. 

At  the  time  the  cession  was  made,  domestic 
slavery  existed  in  the  States  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia :  it  still  exists  there ;  and  it  has  also 
exirted  here  from  that  day  to  this.  Now,  how 
is  it  possible  to  mistake  what  must  hare  been 
the  understanding  of  both  parties  at  the  time  t 
No  man,  it  strikes  me,  can  doubt  for  a  moment, 
who  will  regard,  without  prejudice,  the  relative 
position  of  this  "  ten  miles  square,  the  objects 
of  the  ces^on,  and  the  manifest  interests  of  the 
States  making  it. .  Who  can  believe  that  these 
patriotic  States  would  have  ported  with  their 
territory,  if  they  could  have  supposed  that  the 
rights  and  property  of  their  citizens,  living  upoo 
it,  were  to  be  invaded,  against  their  consent, 
and  in  defiance  of  their  remonstrances  t  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  consider  slavery 
a  social  and  political  evil,  and  most  sincerely 
wish  that  it  had  no  existence  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth ;  but  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  how 
it  may  be  i^egarded,  either  by  you  or  myself; 
it  is  not  for  us  to  sit  in  judgment,  and  deter- 
mine whether  the  rights  secured  to  the  difierent 
States  by  the  constitution  are  blessings  or 
otherwise;  it  is  sufiicient  for  the  argnuent  that 
they  are  rights,  which  the  inhabitants  do  not 
choose  to  relinquish. 

Mr.  CKiTTKiiDEN,  of  Kentucky,  rose.  He  said 
that,  if  the  object  of  these  resolutions  was  to 
produce  peace  and  allay  excitement,  it  appeared 
to  him  that  they  were  not  very  likely  to 
accomplish  such  an  object  More  vague  and 
general  abstractions  than  they  were  eoold 
hardly  have  been  brought  forward,  and  ihej 
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were  more  calcniated  to  prodaoe  agitation,  and 
Btir  Tip  discontent  and  bad  blood,  than  to  do  any 
good  whatever.  Such,  he  knew,  was  the  gen- 
eral opioioa  of  Southern  men,  tew  of  whom, 
however  they  assented  tt)  the  abstractions,  ap- 
proved of  this  method  of  agitating  the  subject. 
He  was  quite  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  what  good 
Buoh  resolutions  conld  effect ;  there  was  nothing 
practical  in  them ;  they  were  in  the  air,  aerial, 
unbnsiness-like,  theoretical  abstractions,  only 
calculated  to  agitate,  ancl  to  bring  the  rights 
rf  the  Sooth  to  trial,  to  bring  them  up  for  dis- 
cussion, to  create  difference  and  discord  on 
abstract  questions  among  those  who  all  agreed 
on  the  one  practical  point,  viz :  that  the  rights 
of  the  South  must  be  preserved.  He  would 
not  say  that  they  were  the  work  of  abolition- 
ism, hut  of  this  he  was  certain,  that  such  a 
mode  of  bringing  the  South  to  trial,  and  put- 
ting up  her  rights  to  be  disputed,  by  drawing 
out  theories  on  which  no  two  men  conld  abso- 
lutely agree,  was  most  eminently  calculated  to 
aid,  and  no  doubt  would  greatly  aid,  the  aboli- 
tionists. The  mover  of  these  resolutions  relies 
mtdnly  upon  two  points  to  carry  the  Senate 
with  him:  first,  he  reiterates,  over  and  over 
again,  the  trite  theme  an^  cry  of  "  danger  to 
the  Union ; "  and  next,  that,  if  he  is  not  fol- 
lowed in- this  movement,  he  urges  the  inevi- 
table consequence  of  the  "  destruction  of  the 
Union." 

Mr.  0.  thought  it  possible  the  gentleman 
might  be  mistaken.  It  possibly  might  not  be 
exactly  true  that,  to  save  the  Union,  it  was 
necessary-  to  follow  him.  On  the  contrary, 
some  were  of  opinion,  and  he  for  one  was  much 
inclined  to  be  of  the  same  view,  that,  to  follow 
the  distinguished  mover  of  these  resolutions, 
to  pursue  the  course  of  irritation,  agitation,  and 
intimidation  which  he  chalked  out,  would  be 
the  vety  best  and  surest  method  that  could  be 
dialked  out,  to  destroy  this  great  and  happy 
Union.  The  Senator  (Mr.  Calhoun)  is  daily, 
and  almost  twenty  times  a  day,  telling  ns  that 
the  disease  is  great — is  terrible — is  frightful — is 
absolutely  incurable  I  But,  if  it  be  as  ne  repre- 
sents, if  the  disease  be  incurable,  why  does  he 
come  forward  as  a  physician  to  heal  a  disease 
which  he  himself  declares  to  us  is  past  all 
healing!  What  can  possibly  be  the  object 
of  the  resolutions,  if  the  evil  they  propose  to 
assuage  is  past  all  cure?  What  was  the  use 
of  bringing  them  forward,  if  the  gentleman  is 
sincere  in  thinking  that  no  application  can  be 
of  any  benefit  to  a  disease,  which  he  paints 
every  hour  of  the  day  as  being  frightfully  re- 
moved from  all  the  powers  of  remedy?  Is 
such  language,  on  the  other  hand,  only  intended 
as  a  pohtio  method  of  carrying  by  force  and 
terror  and  alarm  every  trembling  vote  in  his 
train  t  Whatever  might  be  the  object  of  the 
gentleman,  it  certainly  appeared  rather  strange 
to  him  (Mr.  Obittkndbn)  that  he  should  bring 
forward  his  resolutions  as  a  remedy,  and 
descant  most  forcibly  upon  their  healing,  test- 
ing, curing,  and  sanatory  powers,  and  almost 


in  the  same  breath  tell  as  that  the  disease  is  so 
fearful,  so  far  gone,  so  alarming,  so  terrific. 
that  his  very  remedy  which  he  offers  is  good 
for  nothing  1 

So  far  it  appeared  to  Mr.  0.  that  .Mr.  Cal- 
houn's course  was  not  calculated  to  heal,  or  to 
produce  peace,  though  such  he  professed  were 
his  objects.  There  was  again  another  argu- 
ment on  which  he  rested,  which  also  appeared 
to  Mr.  CRrmnfDEN  calculated  to  produce  con- 
fidence in  the  Abolitionists,  and  alarm  in  the 
South,  and  all  the  friends  of  the  South ;  cal- 
culated, he  thought,  if  it  were  not  exposed  and 
avoided,  to  add  thickly  to  the  ranks  of  aboli- 
tionism, and  to  weaken  the  ranks  of  the  SonUi, 
by  forcing  out  many  of  its  warmest  and  most 
ardent  friends  and  supporters.  The  argument 
was — though  not  of  course  so  plainly  ahd 
openly  expressed — that  there  conld  be  no  con- 
fidence in  any  opposition  to  abolitionism,  unless 
it  came  from  Mr.  Calhoun  and  his  party  I 
unless  it  came  from  the  State  rights  party! 
And,  therefore,  the  necessary  consequence 
which  follows  is,  that  unless  me  whole  coun- 
try shall  follow  the  gentleman,  and  range 
themselves  behind  him  in  his  party,  there  can 
be  no  preservation  of  the  Union,  there  can  be 
no  available  opposition  to  abolitionism !  Such 
a  mode  of  acting  and  reasoning  upon  the  sub- 
ject appeared  to  Mr.  C.  as  making  a  stalking 
horse,  a  tool,  of  abolitionism,  to  serve  as  a 
mean,  and  as  an  instrument  of  promoting  per- 
sonal views  and  party  ambition,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  infinite  good  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Pbeston  suggested  to  the  mover  to  strike 
ont  the  words  "on  the  ground  or  uitder  the 
pretext  that  it  wot  immoral  or  *it\^l,'"  and 
insert  "  on  any  pretext  «Aat»Mr." 

Mr.  OALHoim  objected  to  striking  out  the 
words  referred  to  by  his  colleague ;  they  meet 
the  Abolitionists  directly ;  but  would  accept  as 
a  modification  the  words  he  proposed  to  add. 

Mr.  Pbbston  moved  fbrtner  to  insert  the 
words  "also  a  violation  of  the  pnblio  ttiih. 
implied  in  the  cession  of  this  District  by  the 
States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland." 

Mr.  Calhoun  had  always  been  of  the  opinion 
that  any  interference  with  slavery  in  this 
District  would  not  only  be  a  violation  of  the 
public  faith  to  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land, but  would  also  be  a  direct  violation  of 
the  8th  amended  article  of  the  constitution.* 
He  had  not,  however,  thought  proper  to  assert 
it,  as  he  knew  that  there  was  a  majority  in  the 
Senate  of  a  different  opinion,  and  as  his  object 
was  to  place  the  question  on  no  particular  jior- 
tion  of  the  constitution,  but  on  its  general  char- 
acter and  structure,  which  he  thought  was  much 
stronger,  and  much  lees  liable  to  be  disputed. 
He  would  neither  object  nor  assent  to  the  pro- 
posed modification. 


*  There  moat  be  Bome  error  In  tUe  reference,  u  the 
eighth  emended  article  hoa  no  relation  to  the  sattject,  and 
merely  forbldi  exoeulve  ball  to  be  required,  or  exeeaalTe 
finee  impoeed,  or  cruel  and  onoaoal  panlahment*  inflicted : 
not  doea  any  other  article  seem  to  apply  to  It  ' 
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Mr.  Fbestoh'b  second  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Eentuokj,  said  that  heoonld 
Tote  for  neither  the  fifth  nor  sixth  resolntioss, 
in  the  shape  in  which  they  were  presented  bj 
the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina. 

I  have  voted,  (continued  Mr.  0.,)  without 
hesitation,  for  the  first  resolations  offered  by 
that  Senator,  after  they  were  modified  or 
amended,  not  from  any  confidence  which  I 
have  in  their  healing  virtues.  With  respect  to 
the  point  so  much  insisted  upon  in  this  debate, 
and  which  had  produced  great  controversy  in 
former  times,  whether  the  constitution  is  to  be 
regarded  as  the  work  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  collectively,  or  of  the  separate 
States  composing  the  Confederacy,  I  have  always 
thought  that  more  importance  is  attached  to  it 
than  it  deserves.  The  real  question  in  consid- 
ering the  instmment  is,  not  how  the  constitu- 
tion was  made,  but  wtiat  is  it,  as  it  is  ?  I  have 
always  understood,  according  to  historical  fact, 
that  the  constitution  was  framed  by  a  conven- 
tion, composed  of  delegates  appointed  by  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States  f  and  that 
after  it  was  adopted,  it  was  submitted  to  con- 
ventions of  Delegates,  chosen  by  the  people  of 
the  several  States,  ea6h  acting  separately  by 
and  for  itself;  and,  being  ratified  by  the  oon- 
ventions  of  a  sufficient  number,  it  became  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or,  in  its  own 
language,  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  series  of  resolutions  under  consideration 
has  been  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  after  he  and  other  Senators  from  the 
South  had  deprecated  discussion  on  the  delicate 
subject  to  which  they  relate.  They  have  occa- 
sioned much  discussion,  in  which  hitherto  I 
have  not  participated.  I  hope  that  the  tend- 
ency of  the  resolutions  may  be  to  aUay  the  ex- 
citement which  unhappily  previuls,  in  respect 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery ;  but  I  confess,  Mr. 
President,  that,  taken  altogether,  and  in  con- 
nection with  other  circumstances,  and  espe- 
cially considering  the  manner  in  which  their 
author  has  pressed  them  on  the  Senate,  I  fear 
that  they  will  have  the  opposite  effect;  and 
particularly  at  the  Nortli,  diat  they  may  in- 
crease and  exasperate,  instead  of  diminishing 
and  assiwg^ng  the  existing  irritation.  And  I 
cannot  but  regard  the  unnecessary  combination 
of  the  subject  of  abolition  with  wat  alien  and 
the  most  exciting  of  all  sul^'ects  at  the  present 
period,  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  same  series  of  resolutions,  as  pe- 
culiarly unfortunate.  I  know  that  Texas  is  not 
specially  mentioned  in  the  last  resolution,  but 
the  country  will  understand  the  intention  and 
allusion.  It  cannot  be  forgotten  that,  imme- 
diately after  the  tidings  of  the  memorable  bat- 
tle of  San  Jacinto  reached  this  city,  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  ex- 
pressed in  the  Senate  hb  opinion  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas  ought  immediately  to  be 
recognized,  and  his  wish  that,  before  the  ad- 
jonnuuent  of  Congress,  it  should  be  annexed 


to  the  United  States.  A  resoluticm  now  lies  opoa 
the  table  of  the  Senate,  introduced  by  tite  ouer 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  PkssiosJ 
proposing  a  contingent  annexation  of  it  to  the 
United  States.  When  these  facts  are  bonts  in 
mind,  will  not  all  understand  the  last  reaolB- 
tion,  although  abstract  in  form,  as  intended  to 
commit  the  Senate,  in  advance,  to  the  annexa- 
tion t  Our  purpose,  our  anxious  um,  should 
be  to  compose  the  North,  to  arrest  the  progres 
of  the  spirit  of  abolition,  and  to  give  Btrength 
and  confidence  to  the  numerous  friends  oS.  the 
Union  in  that  quarter.  Is  it  then  wise  and  dis- 
oreet  to  blend  these  two  unhfq>py  causes  of  fe- 
tation together  ? 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  offend 
his  resolutions,  he  tells  us,  to  revive  and  rally 
the  State  rights  party.  But  I  cannot  think  that 
the  slave-holding  States  ought  to  oonsoit  to 
place  their  peculiar  interests  in  the  exdosiTv 
safe-keeping  of  any  one  party,  however  Gorrert 
some  of  us  may  believe  its  principles  to  be. 
Parties  rise  up  and  go  down,  but  the  oonstita- 
tion  remains  a  x>erpetual  and  sure  boltraik 
against  all  attacks  upon  the  rights  of  the  slave- 
holding  States,  from  whatever  quarter  th^ 
may  proceed.  No,  mr :  do  not  let  us  pot  oar 
trust  in  any  party  exclusively ;  let  us  in-voke 
the  united  guardianship  of  all — the  Whigs,  ti>e 
Democratic  party,  tiie  Republican  par^,  the 
Jackson  Van  Bnren  party,  the  Federal  paity, 
the  Union  party,  the  Nnllifiers,  and  tlie  Loco 
Focos — all,  in  preserving  the  inviolability  of 
the  constitution,  and  protecting  against  eTwy 
encroachment  delicate  and  momentoos  inter- 
ests, which  cannot  be  seriously  touched  irith- 
out  endangering  the  stability  of  our  entire  po- 
litical fabric. 

We  want  in  the  slave-holding  States-  notliing 
done  here  to  stimulate  our  vigilance,  or  to  naite 
us  upon  the  sulject  of  our  present  deUberatiooa, 
We  may  differ  were  in  the  degree  of  senability 
which  we  display ;  but  we  are  all  firmly  and 
unanimously  resolved  to  defend  and  maintain 
our  rights  at  all  hazards ;  and  should  the  hoar 
of  trial  ever  come,  those  who  appear  now  the 
least  agitated,  will  not  be  behind  those  who  are 
foremost  and  loudest  in  proclaiming  the  exist- 
ence of  danger.  I  have  inquired  of  Northern 
Senators,  charged  with  the  presentation  of  abo- 
lition petitions,  whether  the  spirit  of  abolitioo- 
ism  was  spreading ;  and,  if  so,  what  was  the 
cause.  Their  answer  was,  that  it  was  increas- 
ing; and  that  the  cause  was  the  impre»ion 
which  the  Abolitionists  had  been  able  to  make 
on  the  Northern  mind,  that  the  constitatioaal 
right  of  petition  was  denied  them  by  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

The  people  may  attempt  to  exercise  that 
right  of  petition  in  three  different  desoriptim* 
of  cases:  Ist.  In  instances  where  Coo^ress 
manifestly  does  not  possess  the  oonstitotHwal 
power  to  grant  the  relief  prayed  for.  In  theee^ 
the  petition  may  be  r^ectod  instantly,  without 
reference  and  without  debate,  and  no  jnst  crass 
(rf  oomplunt  wonld  exist.    2d.  In  oases  where 
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the  oonstitatioiial  potrer,  the  exeroiae  of  which 
is  faiToked,  is  controTerted,  donbtftal,  or  uncer- 
tain. In  these,  a  reference  of  the  petition  may 
be  necessary  to  examine  into  the  existence  of 
the  power,  as  well  as  into  the  expediency  of 
exercisuig  it.  Of  this  controverted  nature  is 
the  legi^atire  power  of  Congress  in  this  Dis- 
trict. No  one  would  contend  that  a  petition 
to  establish  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  should 
be  instantly  r^ected,  without  debate  and  with- 
out reference,  npon  the  sole  ground  that  a  large 
portion-of  the  Senate  should  think  it  unoonsti- 
tntlonaL  And  8d.  In  cases  where  the  power 
ia  inoonteetably  possessed  by  Congress  to  grant 
the  redress  prayed  for.  In  tixe  two  last  descrip- 
tions of  cases,  I  think  that  Congress  is  bound 
attentively  to  receive  the  petitions,  and  re- 
q>ectfhlly  to  dispose  of  them. 

It  has  been  argued  that,  when  a  petition  is 
once  put  in  the  possession  of  the  Senate,  the 
right  of  petitioning  has  been  practically  en- 
joyed ;  and  that  the  Senate  may  reject  it  in- 
stantly, refer  it,  lay  it  npon  the  table,  or  dis- 
poae  of  it  as  may  be  thought  proper.  Undoubt- 
edly this  is  true ;  bnt  in  the  great  business  of 
fanman  lifb,  public  and  .private,  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  transacted  is  often  as  important, 
sometimes  more  important,  than  what  is  done 
or  refused.  And  a  wise  Grovemment  should 
be  particplarly  careful  not  to  wound  or  inflame 
popular  sensibUity  on  subjects  respecting  which 
lai^  masses  choose  to  exercise  the  consti- 
tational  right  of  petition.  The  course  which 
the  Senate  has  pursued,  in  regard  to  these  abo- 
lition petitions,  for  ahont  two  years  past,  is 
titis:  a  Senator  states  from  his  place  that  he 
is  charged  with  the  presentation  of  one  of 
them,  and  moves  that  it  be  received.  Another 
Senator  thereupon  rises,  and  moves  that  the 
motion  to  receive  the  petition  be  laid  npon  the 
table;  and  tiie  Senate  accordingly  orders  the 
motion  to  receive  the  petition  to  be  laid  upon 
the  table ;  and  thus  the  petition  is  not  received 
in  a  parliamentary  sense.  The  Senate  does  not 
decide  the  question  of  its  reception. 

This  course  I  have  always  thought  unfortu- 
nate. It  i^  unsatisfactory.  The  petitioners  feel 
that  they  have  been  neglected,  and  they  allege 
that  the  right  of  petition  has  been  denied.  Bat 
it  has  been  contended  that  these  petitioners  are 
mad  and  reckless  fanatics,  and  it  has  been  in- 
dignantly asked  whether  they  merit  respectful 
treatment  Mr.  President,  my  observation  and 
experience  in  life  have  taught  me,  that  when 
we  are  addressed  or  assaoled,  our  conduct 
dionld  not  be  regulated  by  the  harsh,  vitupera- 
tive, or  fanatical  language,  or  the  condition, 
whatever  it  may  be,  of  those  who  approach  us, 
bat  by  the  standard  of  our  own  respectability, 
standing,  and  character  in  life.  And  in  regard 
to  these  petitions,  the  question  should  not  be 
80  much  what  do  the  petitioners  deserve,  as 
what  is  due  from  the  ctum,  elevated,  dignified, 
ang^  character  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Stateet 

It  appean  to  me,  sir,  that  what  becomes  us 


is  to  keep  the  Abolitionists  separate  and  distinct 
from  all  other  classes,  standing  out  in  bold  and 
prominent  relief;  and  the  subject  of  abolition 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  right  of  petition, 
from  Texas,  and  from  all  other  subjects;  let 
them  stand  alone,  unmixed  with  the  rest  of  the 
community,  without  the  general  empathy,  and 
exposed  to  the  overwhelming  force  of  the  united 
opinion  of  all  who  desire  the  peace,  the  harmony, 
and  the  union  of  this  Confederacy.  I  would 
receive,  respectfully  receive,  their  petitions, 
refer  them,  and  occasionally  present  calm,  dis- 
passionate, and  argumentative  reports  against 
them.  This  is  the  manner  in  which  pet;tions 
for  abolition  were  received  in  the  first  Con- 
gress, npon  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son ;  and  that  in  which  they  were  ever  after- 
wards received,  until  the  practice  was  changed 
about  two  years  ago. 

Bnt  it  is  said  that  these  fanatics  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  any  argument ;  and  it  is  trinm- 
phantiy  asked,  Will  you  condescend  to  argue 
with  such  deluded  persons  ?  Yes  I  I  say,  yeS 
To  preserve  these  admirable'  institutions  of 
ours,  and  this  glorious  Union  from  the  possi- 
bility of  all  danger,  I  would  argue  with  any 
one,  with  lunatics  themselves,  in  their  lucid 
intervals,  and  argue  again  and  again.  It  is  not, 
however,  to  call  alone  the  Abolitionists  to  a 
sense  of  peace  and  duty,  that  these  appeals  to 
the  reason,  the  jndgment,  and  the  patriotism 
of  the  country,  should  be  sent  forth  from  these 
halls.  They  would  address  themselves,  with 
powerful  effect,  to  all  that,  vastiy  the  largest, 
portion  of  the  Northern  community  who  are 
uninfected  by  abolitionism.  When  has  Con- 
gress unsuccessfully  appealed  to  the  intelli- 
gence, the  patriotism,  and  the  valor  of  the 
American  people  ?  In  such  a  cause  we  should 
never  tire  nor  despair, 

Mr.  President,  I  have  no  apprehension,  not 
the  smallest,  for  the  safety  of  uie  Union,  from 
any  state  of  things  which  now  exists.  I  will  1 
not  answer  for  consequences  which'  may  ensue  ' 
from  harsh  and  opprobrious  language,  and  from 
indiscretion  and  rashness  on  the  part  of  indi- 
viduals or  of  Congress,  here  or  elsewhere.  We 
allow  ourselves  to  speak  too  frequently,  and 
with  too  much  levity,  of  a  separation  of  this 
Union.  It  is  a  terrible  word,  to  which  our 
ears  should  not  be  familiarized.  I  (ftsire  to  see 
in  continued  safety  and  prosperity  thi*  Union, 
and  no  other  Union.  I  go  for  this  Union  as  it 
is,  one  and  indivisible,  without  diminution.  I 
will  neither  voluntarily  leave  it,  nor  be  driven 
out  of  it  by  force.  Here,  in  my  place,  I  shall 
contend  for  all  the  rights  of  the  State  which 
has  sent  me  here.  I  shall  contend  for  them 
with  undoubting  confidence,  and  in  all  the  se- 
curity which  the  Union  comers,  under  all  the 
high  sanctions  which  the  guarantees  of  the  con- 
stitution afford,  and  with  the  perfect  conviction 
that  they  are  safer  in  the  Union  than  they 
would  be  out  of  the  Union.  I  am  opposed  to 
all  separate  confederacies  and  to  all  sectional 
conventions.    No  state  of  actual  danger  exista 
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to  render  them  expedient,  or  to  justify  delibera- 
tion about  them.  This  Unipn,  this  Govem- 
meat,  has  done  nothing,  nothing  whatever,  to 
excite  the  smallest  alarm.  It  wul  do  nothing ; 
bnt  if  it  should ;  if,  contrary  to  all  hnman  proD- 
ability,  the  rights  and  the  secoritj  of  the  dave- 
holding  States  shall  be  assailed  hj  any  author* 
itative  act  emanating  from  this  capitol,  a  state 
of  things  for  resistance,  forcible  resistance,  will 
then  occnr.  It  will  be  time  enough  then  to 
act.  No  man  in  full  health  will  take  medicine 
beoanse  be  may  bo  sick,  amputate  a  perfectly 
Bonnd  limb,  because  it  may  be  fractured  or 
seized  with  gangrene,  or  perpetrate  suicide  be- 
oanse death  is  his  ultimate  oud  inevitable 
doom.  And,  sir,  when  that  fatal  day  shtJl 
oome,  if  it  ever  do  come,  when  the  slave-holding 
States  have  to  defend,  by  force,  their  rights,  the 
State  whose  servant  I  am  will  rush  to  battle, 
aa  ahe  always  has  done,  with  her  accustomed 
ardor,  and  with  gallantry  unsurpassed  by  t^at 
of  any  other  State.  And  those  States  and  their 
Citizens  wiil  be  fonnd  to  sustain  these  rights 
with  most  vigor  and  snccesa,  who,  unmoved  by 
false  alarms  or  imaginary  or  aggravated  dangers, 
with  a  firm  and  Hzed  purpose  of  sool,  stand 
prepared,  in  every  real  exigency,  to  vindicate 
them  at  every  extremity. 

Having,  Mr.  Pi-esident,  said  so  mnch  on  the 
general  subject,  with  the  permission  of  the  Sen- 
ate, I  will  read  certain  resolutions  which  I  have 
prepared,  embracing  the  whole  ground  occu- 
pied by  any  of  the  petitions  in  respect  to  do- 
mestic slaver7  in  the  United  States.  They  are 
the  following : 

Retolvtd,  That  the  institution  of  domestic  slavery, 
as  no«r  existing  in  many  of  the  States  of  this  Confed- 
eracy, is  subject  to  the  exclusive  power  and  control 
of  those  States  respectively ;  and  that  no  other  State, 
nor  the  people  of  any  other  State,  nor  Congress,  pos- 
sets, or  can  rightfully  exercise,  any  power  or  author- 
ity whatever  to  interfere  in  any  manner  therewith. 

Stmlved,  That  if  any  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
t^ardless  of  the  spirit  of  peace,  harmony,  and  union, 
which  should  ever  animate  the  various  members  of 
the  Confederacy,  and  their  respective  citizens,  shall 
present  to  the  Senate  any  petitions  touching  the  abo- 
Ution  of  slavery  m  any  of  the  States  in  which  it 
exists,  all  such  petitions  shall  be  instantly  r^ectcd, 
without  debate,  and  without  further  or  other  proceed- 
ings thereOB,  as  relating  to  an  object  palpably  be- 
yond the  scope  of  the  constitutional  power  of  Con- 


Retolved,  That  when  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
ceded  by  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  to  the 
United  States,  domestic  slavery  existed  in  both  of 
those  States,  including  the  ceded  territory ;  and  that, 
as  it  still  continues  in  both  of  them,  it  could  not  be 
abolished,  within  the  District,  wi^out  a  vioUtion  of 
that  good  fbith  which  was  implied  in  the  cesuon,  and 
in  tin  acceptance  of  the  territory,  nor,  unless  com- 
pensation were  made  to  the  proprietors  of  slaves, 
without  a  manifest  infringement  of  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor  without 
exciting  a  degree  of  just  alarm  and  apprehension  in 
the  ^ates  recognizing  slavery,  far  transcending,  in 
nuschierous  tendency,  any  possible  benefit  which 
could  be  aooompliabed  by  the  abolition. 


Jietolved,  therefore.  That  it  is  the  deliberate  ja4(- 
ment  of  the  Senate,  that  the  institution  of  domealK 
slavery  ought  not  to  be  idralishcd  within  the  Kstiid 
of  Columbia ;  and  it  earnestly  hopes  that  all  sscen 
friends  of  the  Union,  and  of  harmony  and  genenl 
tranquillity,  will  cease  to  agitate  this  distnrbhig  qii» 
tion.  But  the  Senate  feeb  itself,  at  the  same  tint, 
constrained,  from  a  high  sense  of  duty  in  ntftd  to 
the  constitutional  right  of  petition,  to  dedaieOilil 
holds  itself  bound  to  receive  and  respectfully  to  tnt 
any  petitions,  coudied  in  decorous  language,  *IU 
may  be  presented  by  citizens  of  the  United  SlA^ 
touching  slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Retcived,  therefore.  That,  upon  the  presentatian  of 
any  such  petitions,  they  shall  be  recaved,  and  R- 
ferred  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

Hetoltud,  Tint  it  would  be  highly  mexpedientto 
abolish  slavery  in  Florida,  the  omy  Territory  of  the 
United  States  in  which  it  now  exists,  because  of  tie 
serious  alarm  and  just  apprehensions  wluch  iroild 
be  thereby  excited  in  the  States  sustaining  that  do- 
mestic institution  ;  because  the  people  of  that  Teiri- 
tory  have  not  asked  it  to  be  done,  and,  wliao  «J- 
mitted  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  will  be  evioMiJ 
entitled  to  decide  that  question  for  themselves;  vA, 
also,  because  it  would  be  in  violation  of  a  loleBa 
compromise,  made  at  a  memorable  and  critical  period 
in  the  history  of  this  coontiry,  by  which,  whBe  utoT 
was  prohibited  north,  it  was  admitted  south  of  Ik 
line  of  thirty-ux  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  BOrtk 
latitude. 

Reeolved,  That  no  power  is  delegated,  bv  the  eon- 
stitution,  to  Congress,  to  prohibit,  in  ot  between  tlio 
States  tolerating  slavery,  the  sale  and  remoTalof 
such  persons  as  are  held  in  slavery  by  the  Un  of 
those  States. 

Reiolved,  That,  whilst  the  Senate,  with  ponW 
regret,  has  seen  the  perseverance  of  certain  dtiios 
of  the  United  States  in  the  agitation  of  the  ibolitioe 
of  domestic  slavery,  thereby  creating  distrust  md 
discontent  and  dissatisfaction  among  the  pei^  tf 
the  United  States,  irtio  should  ever  cheridt  toworh 
each  other  fraternal  sentiments,  it  behcdda,  with  tbt 
deepest  satisfaction,  everywhere  prevailing  an  uncoa- 
qnerable  attachment  to  the  -Union,  as  the  sure  bu- 
walk  of  the  safety,  liberty,  and  happmees  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States. 

There  is  nothing  abstract  or  metaphyrictl  i« 
them.  They  relate  to  the  abolition  of  sUwo 
in  the  States,  in  the  District  of  Odtunbi*,  iw 
in  Florida,  the  only  Territory  of  the  Dnitw 
States  where  it  exists,  and  to  the  sale  and  «• 
moval  of  slaves  in  the  States  whose  laws  recof 
nize  the  institution  of  slavery.  They  do  mJ 
seek  to  renovate  any  party,  nor  to  place  tM 
high  interests  to  which  they  relate  in  the  ex- 
clusive custody  of  any  one  party.  _  ^""^ 
upon,  and  sustained  by,  the  constitntioii,  tb^ 
appeal  to  the  sound  discretion,  the  sober  jndj- 
ment,  and  the  patriotism  of  all  parlies.  Itag 
not  ask  the  sense  of  the  Senate  to  be  e^"*** 
upon  each  of  them ;  but  I  shall  offer  that  w» 
ing  to  the  District  of  Colombia,  and  tbrt  » 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  fifth  resolution,  submitted  by  the  8ei»« 
from  South  Carolina.  I  think  the  oharfejjpo" 
the  petitioners  of  interiMidling  with  abdiBffli 
in  this  District  is  harsh.  Mid  that  tois»V» 
offeofflvewordahonldbeaaed.  TLt'SMriav 
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Golmnbla  is  the  seat  of  the  common  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  It  was  ceded  for 
that  express  purpose.  Each  State  has  as  much 
interest  in  it,  and  as  mnch  right  to  petition 
about  aaj  thins  within  it,  as  any  other  State, 
and  no  more.  Nor  can  I  concur  with  the  reso- 
lution, in  declaring  that  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Colambia  would  be  a  direct 
and  dangerous  attack  upon  the  institution  of 
cdavery  in  the  States.  I  am  prepared  to  say 
that  it  would  excite  "  a  degree  of  iast  alarm  and 
apprehenuon  in  the  States  recognizing  slavery  " 
far  traoseending  in  mischievons  tendency,  any 
possible  benefit  which  could  be  accomplished 
1>y  the  abolition,  or  t^yise  any  other  equivalent 
lMigaa|e.  In  conclusion,  I  move  Uie  third 
resolation  of  the  series  which  I  have  suggested, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  fifth  resolution  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 

Kr.  Oalboitn  felt  some  inducement  to  perse- 
vere in  the  coarse  he  had  heretofore  pursued, 
by  now  seeing  the  concessions  which  were  pro- 
posed by  the  resolutions  just  read  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky.  He  now  saw  it  conceded, 
that  where  the  object  was  clearly  nnconstitu- 
tional,  the  Senate  was  not  bound  to  receive  a 
petition.  At  first,  the  broad  ground  was  taken 
that  the  right  of  petition  was  so  sacred  that  any 
refnsal  to  receive  a  petition,  no  matter  on  what 
subject,  and  no  matter  how  objectionable  its 
language,  would  be  an  invasion  of  it.  Now  it 
was  conceded  that  they  were  not  bonnd  to  re- 
ceive a  petition  when  the  snbject  of  it  was 
dearly  unconstitutional.  Now,  as  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Senator  fl-om  Kentucky  to 
the  fifth  resolation.  He  would  state,  in  generd 
terms,  what  was  the  great  characteristic  differ- 
ence between  them.  The  Senator  went  on  the 
principle  that  concession  was  the  way  to  meet 
these  Abolitionists.  He,  on  the  other  hand, 
went  on  the  gronnd  that  we  have  no  safety  but 
in  standing  fast  on  our  rights.  The  Abolition- 
ists tell  you  that  their  object  is  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  as  but  one  step  tow- 
ards final  abolition  in  the  States.  With  this 
object,  avowed  by  the  Abolitionists,  what  do 
duty  and  policy  demand  on  oar  part  ?  We  see 
the  end ;  and  that,  if  it  can  be  effected,  it  would 
be  our  destruction.  Shall  we  yield,  or  stand 
fast!  That  is  the  question.  K  we  yield  an 
inch,  we  are  gone.  The  very  gronnd  on  which 
we  are  asked  to  make  the  first  concession  will 
be  urged  on  us  with  equal  force  to  make  the 
aecono,  the  third,  and  every  intermediate  one, 
till  the  last  is  consummated.  The  first  is  to 
yield  the  right  of  petition,  and  to  discuss  the 
anbject  with  the  Abolitionists,  in  order  to  ap- 
pease them,  and  to  stop  agitation.  This  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  urges  on 
ns,  which  he  tells  us  would  have  a  happy  effect 
in  qnietiug  the  public  feeling.  Does  he  not  see 
that,  if  we  should  have  the  foUy  to  make  this 
concession,  we  wiU  be  next  urged  to  yield  to 
the  at>olition  of  slavery  in  this  District  on  the 
very  same  ground  ?  We  will  be  told  that  there 
are  but  two  thousand  slaves  in  the  l>i8triot^  and 


if  we  yield  to  so  small  a  request,  all  will  be 
quiet.  If  that  be  conceded,  we  will  be  next 
told,  we  must  yield  to  the  abolition  in  the  Ter- 
ritories, and  then  to  the  abolition  of  what  ther 
call  the  slave-trade  between  the  States,  and, 
finally,  to  abolition  in  the  States.  At  every 
step  they  would  become  stronger,  and  we 
weaker,  if  we  should  be  so  infatuated  as  to 
make  the  first  concession;  and  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  at  each  step,  would  no  donbt 
be  able  to  read  just  such  a  letter  as  he  had  just 
read,  from  some  well-intentioned  but  weak  in- 
dividual from  the  North,  telling  us,  if  we  would 
only  yield  the  immediate  point  at  issue,  all  will 
be  auiet,  and  that  our  cause  will  be  strength- 
ened. No :  there  never  was  a  question  agitated 
where  the  most  unyielding  opposition  was  so 
neoeseanr  for  snccess.  The  difference  between 
him  and  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  was  aa 
wide  as  the  poles. 

Mr.  Clat,  in  reply  to  Mr.  OAiaotnr,  ob- 
served, the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  seems 
highly  delighted  with  having  gained  a  point 
which  he  calls  a  concession  on  my  part :  that 
is,  the  immediate  rejection  of  all  petitions 
touching  abolition  in  the  Stetes.  But  who  ever 
contended  that  Congress  was  bound  to  enters 
tain  petitions  relating  to  an  object  manifestly 
beyond  the  scope  of  its  constitutional  powers  ? 
We  have  only  insisted  upon  its  obligation  to 
receive  petitions  whe'n  Congress  possesses 
power,  or  the  power,  being  controverted,  is  a 
fit  subject  of  investigation.  Whatever  has  been 
gained  by  the  Senator,  in  respect  to  these,  I 
fear  is  more  than  neutralized  by  a  loss  to  the 
slave-holding  interest,  arising  from  the  handle 
which  is  made  of  an  alleged  denial  of  the  right 
of  petition.  If  onr  object  really  be  to  diminish 
the  number  of  petitioners,  we  should  present 
no  collateral  or  fidse  issues  to  the  oonntiy. 

But  the  Senator  expresses  his  alarm  at  the 
reception  of  petitions.  Why,  sir,  what  is  there 
justly  alarmmg  in  the  mere  fact  of  receiving  a 
petition  ?  Action,  Congressional  action,  alone 
cau  justiiy  alarm.  The  Senator  thinks  my  reso- 
lutions make  a  concession.  Of  what?  The 
right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  States!  No. 
They  demand  an  instantaneous  rejection  of  all 
such  petitions,  as  being  palpably  beyond  the 
powers  of  Congress,  and  tnerefore  not  even  de- 
batable. The  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District?  No.  The  strongest  grounds — stronger 
than  the  Senator's  own  resolution — are  assumed 
against  it.  The  right  to  abolish  it  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida !  No.  All  the  considerations 
against  it  are  arrayed  in  forcible  language. 
The  right  to  prohibit  the  sale  and  removal  of 
slaves  from  State  to  State  ?  No.  The  CKWSti- 
totional  power  of  Congress  to  Bo  that  is  de- 
nied. And  it  is  remarkable  that,  while  my 
resolutions  deny  that  power,  his  are  altogether 
silent  abont  it. 

Concession  I  We  cannot  alter  the  constito- 
tion.  It  is  that  which  guarantees  tlie  right  of 
petition;  and  the  alleged  concession  is  to  be 
fonnd  not  in  my  resolation,  bnt  in  the  oonsti- 
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tetion.  Bat  what,  again  I  ask,  is  there  in  the 
laot  of  reoeiying  a  petition  which  is  to  throw 
US  into  a  nervons  fit  ?  Wh^,  sir,  if  a  man  were 
to  present  me  a  petition  to  grant  him  Ashland, 
(or  Orosimbol  exclaimed  some  Senator — or 
Orozimbo,  said  Mr.  Ol^y,  whose  death  I  am 
sorry  to  announce  to  the  Senate,  and  he  was  a 
great  loss,  public  and  private,)  I  would,  without 
tite  least  i4>prdiension  for  the  loss  of  my  prop- 
arty,  pat  it  in  mj  pocket,  or  lay  it  upon  the 
table.  Will  not  the  Senator  comprehend  the 
difference  between  the  act  of  receiving  a  peti- 
tion, and  the  grant  of  the  thing  petitioned  for  ? 

The  Senator  ftom  South  Caroltoa  has  ad- 
rerted  to  the  radical  difference  between  us  on 
this  subject.  I  regret  it,  but  I  fear  that  it  is 
not  confined  to  this  matter.  For  a  long  period 
ot  out  service  in  the  public  councils,  no  two 
publiomen  ever  coincided  upon  all  great  meas- 
ures ofpolicy  more  than  the  Senator  and  my- 
atU.  We  »grted  as  to  the  War,  the  Tariff,  In- 
ternal Improvements,  a'Kational  Bank,  etc. 
But  when,  to  my  utter  astonishment,  I  heard 
the  Senator,  at  tike  extra  session,  declare  that 
he  had  always  thought  a  national  bank  uncon- 
stitutional, the  last  Unk  in  the  chain  of  opinion 
which  connected  us  was  broken  and  destroyed. 

The  honorable  Senator  is  not  more  firmly  re- 
solved than  I  am  to  sustain  the  just  rights  of 
the  slave-holding  States.  We  differ  as  to  the 
means.  He  goes  for  strong  language,  menacing 
tones,  and  irritating  measures ;  I  for  temperate, 
Imt  finn,  language,  conciliation,  and  for  obey- 
ing the  imunoticm  of  the  constitiition,  in  respect 
to  the  right  of  petition,  which  is  never  improp- 
erly denied  without  wounding  popular  senabU- 
ity.  He,  doubtless,  does  not  desire  to  affect 
the  stability  of  the  Union ;  but  I  cannot  but 
fSsar  that  his  whole  course  on  this  subject  has 
that  tendency.  I  think  that  all  our  proceed- 
ings here  should  be  regulated  by  the  fact  that 
the  States  are  all  parts  of  one  great  confederacy, 
and  should  seek  to  increase  the  harmony  and 
strengthen  the  union  between  them.  We 
should  never  act  as  if  we  were  a  divided  peo- 
ple, or  could  possibly  become  so.  We  are  too 
maoh  in  the  habit  of  speaking  of  divorces,  sep- 
aration, disunion.  In  private  life,  if  a  wife 
pouts,  and  frets,  and  scolds,  what  would  be 
thought  of  the  good  sense  or  discretion  of  the 
husband,  who  should  threaten  her  with  separa- 
tion, divorce,  disunion  ?  who  should  use  these 
terrible  words  upon  every  petty  disagreement 
in  domestic  life  I  TSo  man,  who  has  a  heart  or 
right  feelings,  would  employ  such  idle  menaces. 
He  would  approach  the  lady  with  kind  and 
oondliatory  utnguage,  and  apply  those  natural 
and  more  agreeable  remedies,  which  never  fail 
to  restore  domestic  hbrmouy.  [A  general  burst 
of  laughter,  which  continued  for  some  time.] 

Mr.  0ALH0T7N  replied,  that  if  he  had  really 
been  inconsistent,  as  the  Senator  supposes,  in 
reference  to  the  bank,  he  might  find  a  justifica- 
tion in  the  example  of  the  Senator  himself. 
The  oidy  difference  between  them  would  be 
that  the  Senator  had  ohanged  from  an  anti- 


'  bulk  to  a  bank  man,  and  he  from  a  bank  to  a 
anti-bank  man. 

The  suUeot  of  the  bank,  and  the  oonasteaqr 
of  himself  and  the  Senator,  bad  been  gntd- 
toosly  introduced,  and  did  not  belong  to  the 
question  under  consideration ;  but  as  the  Sen- 
ator had  thought  proper  to  make  the  charge  of 
inconsistency,  he  felt  called  on  to  repel  it  He, 
then,  had  never  been,  in  any  proper  sense  of  the 
term,  a  bank  man,  as  he  had  been  opposed  to 
the  system  ever  since  he  had  formed  a  delib- 
erate and  mature  opinion  in  relation  to  it  It 
is  true,  he  supported  the  chartering  of  the  litt 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1816,  but  it  iiio 
less  true  that  he  was  (^nosed  to  the  system  it 
that  time,  and  so  expressm  himself  in. his  opeo- 
ing  epeech  on  the  question.  In  supporting  tlw 
bank  then,  he  yielded  to  what  he  believed  to 
be  the  necessity  of  the  case,  growing  out  of  the 
connection  between  the  Government  and  ibo 
banks— ^a  connection  which  originated  bdbie 
his  time,  and  was  beyond  his  control.  Be  then 
said  that,  so  long  as  that  oonnection  existed— 
so  long  as  the  Glovernment  received  and  treated 
bank  notes  as  gold  and  silver — it  was  booBd  to 
regulate  the  banks,  and  that  a  Bank  of  tlM 
United  States  was  the  only  efiBcient  and  legiti- 
mate means  of  effecting  it ;  and  such  is  still  liit 
opinion. 

If,  then,  his  cour^  in  1816  and  now,  wss  dif- 
ferent in  relation  to  the  bank,  it  must  be  tnoed 
to  a  change  of  circumstances,  and  not  to  t 
change  of  opinion.  At  the  former  period,  tbe 
connection  between  the  Government  and  the 
banks  existed  with  no  prospedt  of  its  termin*- 
tion,  or  the  possibiUlT'  of  rescinding  it;  but 
now,  fortunately,  it  has  ceased  by  operation  « 
law;  and  he,  for  the  first  time  since  he  had 
been  in  public  life,  was  free  to  take  a  postion  in 
rrference  to  the  bank  in  conformity  to  bis  pnn- 
ciples.  Four  years  ago,  on  questions  growing 
out  of  the  removal  of  tbe  deposits,  he  explioiti/ 
avowed  his  opinion,  in  the  strongest  tenn^ 
against  the  system.  If  this  was  tbe  only  charge 
of  inconsistency  that  could  be  brought  agaiait 
him  in  a  long  political  life,  he  had  reason  oa- 
tainly  to  congratulate  himself  as  not  1>*"'8. 1"" 
consistent,  and  he  certainly  had  as  mach  ri^ 
to  accuse  the  Senator  of  separating  from  him, 
as  he  had  to  make  the  charge  against  him. 

But  the  Senator  is  not  content  with  making 
the  charge  of  inconsistency.  He  makes  we 
grave  accnsation  against  him  of  aUnding  to  tw 
possible  dissolution  of  the  Union;  bnt  forta- 
nately  for  liim,  there  was  but  a  slight  difference 
between  the  Senator  and  himself  in  referenoe 
to  this  accusation.  We  both  speak  of  tbe  p^ 
sible  dissolution  of  the  Union:  the  SenaW 
when  the  bank  is  the  subject  of  discussion,  m 
he  when  abolition.  That  is  all ;  and  he  mg 
with  as  much  justice  charge  the  Senator  WJU 
hostility  to  the  Union,  as  he  had  him. 

But  the  S«iator  tells  us  that  we  set  out  in 
public  life  togeUier ;  that  we  travelled  a  ii^ 
tame  the  same  road,  bnt  have  separated.  o» 
believed  it  was  true,  that  we  both  set  ont  on 
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ttie  same  principles,  and  in  the  same  party.  We 
both  professed  at  the  start  the  dootnnee  of  '98, 
and  belonged  to  the  Repnbliean  partT;  and  it 
is  trne  that  we  are  now  separated.  He  left  it 
to  the  world  to  hidge  which  had  departed  fi^>m 
tbe  original  faith. 

Mr.  Out.  The  Senator  himself  waa  the  first 
to  apeak  of  a  radical  difference  between  him 
and  me  on  all  aobjecta.  We  set  out  in  life  to- 
gether; hot  in  bis  opinion  the  Bank  of  the 
LTi^ted  ^tes  oat  asander  the  last  chain  be- 
tween 118.0  We  were  together  in  '98,  and  since 
then  we  have  taken  long  voyages ;  bnt  whither 
JKd  tite  principles  it  '98  carry  him  ?  into  what 

rirt  I  They  carried  me  into  the  port  in  which 
always  anchor — Hm  port  of  the  Union — the 
whole  Union — without  the  separation  firom  it 
ct  any  member. 

The  Senator  ofaose  to  repeat  what  is  no  nor- 
«lty,  bvt  has  been  often  suggested  on  this  floor, 
tut  I  hare  changed  my  opinion  as  to  a  Bank 
afthe  United  States. 

nir.  Oalhouit.    I  aooDBed  him  of  no  change.] 

Bat  I  have  changed,  resumed  Mr.  Clat  ;  and 
I  havQ  changed  with  the  ooontry.  I  opposed 
the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  want 
of  oonatitntional  power,  ted  on  other  gronnds. 
Bat  the  war  came,  then  a  snspenaon  of  ^>e<He 
payments,  and  a  derangement  of  the  cnrrenoy ; 
and  the  whole  oonntry  cried  ont  for  a  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  ii  the  oonntry  had  been 
adverse  to  a  bank  in  1616,  it  conid  not  have 
been  established.  If  I  am  tannted  with  snch 
a  chanfre,  I  thank  Giod  it  is  the  only  point  of 
nationiu  policy  which,  in  the  whole  of  my  pnb- 
lio  life,  I  have  changed. 

In  1815-'16  the  oonatitntional  power  to  estab- 
lish a  bank  was  admitted.  We  were  then  in 
habita  of  the  greatest  intimacy.  I  was  then 
Speaker  of  the  Honse,  and  he  at  the  head  of 
ttte  eommittee  oat  of  which  the  bank  grew. 
Never  then  did  I  hear  from  him  a  sentiment 
adverse  to  the  power  of  the  Government  to 
estaMish  a  bank;  and  when,  afterwards,  in 
company  with  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  I 
heard  it  for  the  first  time,  mntnal  surprise  was 
expressed  and  felt. 

Mr.  Caiboun  replied,  that  the  Senator  draws 
a  feeble  conclusion,  if  he  intends  to  impeach  the 
correctness  of  his  memory  in  reference  to  his 
coarse  in  1816.  It  would  indeed  be  surprising 
i^  i^ter  more  than  twenty  years,  the  Senator 
aboold  recollect  the  position  whicb  he  assumed 
in  diseassion  at  that  time  in  reference  to  the 
banking  system,  while  it  is  not  at  all  surprising 
that  he  should  forget  it,  even  if  it  attracted  his 
attention  at  the  time.'  Four  vears  since,  on  an 
oocarion  not  less  memorable,  he  made  the 
strongest  declaration  against  the  Eiystem  which 
stands  on  record,  and  yet  the  Senator  does  not 
recollect  it;  and  with  what  propriety,  then, 
can  the  Senator  venture  to  appeal  to  the  ab- 
sence of  his  recollection  on  the  same  subject 
twmty-two  years  since,  with  the  view  of  im- 
peaching the  correotness  of  his  memory  t 

Mr.  Olay  said  he  would  not  controvert  the 


assertion  of  the  gentleman,  bat  he  had  not 
heard  hfan. 


WsDiraBDAT,  January  10. 
Mr.  CaVluyarCt  Eetolutiont. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
fifth  of  these  resolutions,  together  with  the  sab- 
stitote  offered  by  Mr.  Clat. 

Mr.  Oaibovn  said  that  he  had  examined  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Emtucky,  (Mr. 
Clat,)  which  had  been  offered  as  a  substitute 
for  the  fifth  Resolution,  and  that  it  was  impos* 
sible  for  him  to  bring  his  mind  to  give  it  his 
support,  or  to  vote  for  it  if  it  should  be  adopted 
in  any  thing  like  its  present  shape. 

It,  in  the  first  place,  entirely  abandoned  the 
Territoriea  to  the  Abolitionists.  His  fifth  reso- 
lution covered  both  this  District  and  the  Terri-^ 
tmnee,  bat  the  amendment  wholly  omitted  the 
latter,  and  left  them  defenceless  to  the  invarion 
of  the  foe. 

He  next  objected,  tiiat  it  conceded,  by  almost 
necessary  implication,  the  right  of  Ocmgress  to 
appropriate  the  pnblio  funds  to  purchase  and 
emancipate  slaves:  a  concession  among  the 
most  dangerous  and  unconstitutional  that  could 
be  made.  If  once  admitted,  it  would  be  very 
easy  to  complete  the  end  the  Abolitionists  have 
in  view,  and  tJhat  wholly  at  our  expense.  If 
we  yield  tiiat  point,  the  work  will  soon  be  oon- 
summoted. 

His  next  objection  was,  that  it  impliedly  ad- 
mitted it  to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  receive 
and  discuss  petitions  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District :  in  uis  opinion  a  most  unfounded  and 
dangerous  assumption ;  bnt  he  had  so  fully  ex* 
prened  his  opinion  on  that  point,  on  former 
occasions,  that  he  would  not  now  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Senate  in  repeating  the  reasons  for 
his  opinion. 

He  finally  objected,  that  the  tone  of  the 
amendment,  and  of  the  remarks  with  whifh  it 
was  ushered  in,  was  altogether  too  low  for  the 
subject  and  the  occasion.  He  was  adverse  to 
all  violence  of  language,  in  the  expression  of 
legislative  opinions ;  but  when  the  subject  was 
one  of  such  unprovoked  outrage  on  one-half  of 
the  States  of  the  Union,  and  so  pregnant  with 
disastrous  consequences  to  all,  he  could  not 
reconcile  Uk  to  his  impression  of  propriety  to 
speak  in  tne  low  and  subdued  tone  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Glat  said:  As  to  the  amendment  not 
providing  protection  for  the  Territories  in  the 
series  of  resolutions  which  he  had  offered  yes- 
terday, there  was  one  that  expressly  provided 
for  Florida,  the  only  Territory  concerned, 
placed  on  the  strongest  groonds. 

As  to  the  right  of  the  Government  to  par- 
chase  the  slaves  in  the  District,  the  amendment 
recognized  no  such  thing.  It  simply  says  jom 
cannot  emancipate  them  without  compensation. 
But  whether  you  can  do  it  at  all  or^lot,  it^oea 
not  aaaert. 
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lly  idea  in  fhuning  that  reeolntion  was  to 
throw  aronnd  the  District  of  Columbia  everj 
security,  in  three  distinct  propositions.  One 
was  the  plighted  faith  of  this  Government  in 
the  transaction  by  which  the  District  was  ac- 
quired. The  next  was,  that  yon  have  no  right 
to  abolish  slavery  here  without  indemnity.  Ine 
third  was,  ^at  yon  cannot  do  it  without  excit- 
ing a  degree  of  alarm  in  the  Southern  States  of 
this  Union — without  transcending  all  the  bene- 
fits of  any  results. 

The  Senator's  third  objection  is  to  the  right 
of  petition  involved  in  the  amendment  I  warn 
the  Senate  that  there  can  be  no  coAtinnance  of 
the  invasion  of  the  right  to  petition.  Mr.  0. 
mentioned  a  State  L^islature  that  had  now 
under  consideration  this  sul^eot  of  the  invasion 
of  the  right  of  petition ;  and  from  Kentucky,  a 
dave  country,  he  had  this  morning  received  a 
letter  from  one  of  the  most  intelligent  men,  in 
which  he  says  you  cannot  maintain  your 
ground ;  beware  how  you  attempt  it.  This  Is 
a  point  on  which  I  know  I  diflfer  from  the  Sen- 
ator, and  I  should  regard  nothing  more  fatal 
than  a  deliberate  determination  of  this  body  to 
invade  the  right  of  petition.  Does  not  every 
State  claim  in  the  District  equal  rights  t  There 
is  but  one  measure  more  fatal  than  the  invasion 
of  the  right  of  netition,  and  that  is  to  adopt  the 
oondading  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina. 

The  last  objection  was  that  the  tone  of  the 
amendment  was  subdued ;  but  with  what  pro- 
priety is  this  charge!  It  is  in  language  as 
strong  as  ever  was  used.  Yon  cannot  abolish 
riavery  without  a  breach  of  the  public  faith. 
Gan  any  thing  be  stronger  I  It  equals  the  con- 
stitution itself. 

Hr.  BuoejlNas  inquired  if  he  was  to  under- 
stand the  Senator  from  Kentucky  as  having 
modified  his  reeolntion. 

Mr.  Clat  said  he  would  readily  do  eo,  and 
accordingly  struck  out  that  part  of  the  resoln- 
tioi^  relating  to  compensation  to  the  owners  of 
slaves. 

Mr.  0.  sidd  that  there  was  one  observation 
peculiarly  applicable  to  the  resolution  un- 
der consideration.  He  believed  that  we  had 
but  one  Territory,  that  of  Florida ;  and  how 
could  we  assert  that  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Oolumbia,  and  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States  would  be  a  violajjon  of  faith, 
implied  in  the  cession  of  the  Dinriot,  ance 
Florida  was  acquired  twenty  years  after  the 
cession. 

Mr.  Prbstoit,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to  append  the 
words  "  violation  of  the  public  faith,  implied 
in  the  cession  of  the  District  of  Columbia,"  at 
the  end  of  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clay's 
amendment  or  substitute,  and  it  was  adopted, 
as  follows : 

T(AS. — ^IfMsn.  Bayard,  Brown,  Badmnao,  Clay 
of  Alabamilf  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  MUes.  Preston,  Biveo.  Bob- 


inson,  Struige,  Tallmadge,  Upton,  WUte,  indTit' 
liams— 19. 

Nats. — Tteasn.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  CiQioia, 
Onindy,  Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Kidiolas,  K» 
veil.  Fierce,  Roue,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connection 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Walker,  Wright,  and  Yonng-lt. 

The  question  then  occurring  on  the  ameni- 
ment,  as  amended, 

Mr.  BiroHASAN  inquired  if  the  qnestioi  ra 
divisible. 

The  VioB  FBjauuMiT  replied  that,  aeoor£it; 
to  Parliamentary  rules,  the  question  ^  its  pru- 
ent  stage  was  not  divisible. 

Mr.  Stbanoi  said:  The  present  disconet 
had,  he  believed,  done  mischief;  and  themgat 
likely  method  of  oonnteraoting  that  miachief 
was  by  making,  in  the  result,  a  strong  eipm- 
sion  of  opinion  with  much  unaninuty.  Its 
apprehension  that  many  of  our  friends  vooM 
not  go  with  us  upon  the  fifth  resolution  in  iti 
original  terms,  had  induced  him  to  vote  for  tlie 
adoption  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  fron 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  as  modified  by  theSet- 
ator  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Nam.)  For  Ud- 
sel^  he  greatly  preferred  the  original  resdatkn, 
if  for  no  other  reason,  for  its  condensa^  cf 
Bul>stanoe  and  terseness  of  style.  The  tdni- 
tage  of  a  resolution  so  constructed  bad  been 
fully  and  h<mpily  expressed  by  the  Senitot 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Allkh;)  but,  fearing  tkey 
could  not  make  so  imposing  a  ^ow  upon  itu 
upon  the  substitute,  he  had  voted  for  it  H« 
had,  in  fact,  feared  an  actual  defeat.  Bit  11m 
result  of  the  vote  upon  the  adc^tion  of  die 
amendment,  being  19  to  18,  had  satisfied  him 
that,  in  point  of  numbers,  they  could  do  quite 
or  nearly  as  well  upon  the  original  resolntion, 
and,  in  point  of  expression  much  better ;  tnd  be 
therefore  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
for  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 

The  question  on  Mr.  Stbanoe's  motion  to  t*- 
consider  the  vote  on  adopting  Mr.  Clay's  wV 
stitute  being  taken,  it  was  carried.  So  Mr. 
Clay's  resolution  then  came  up  as  an  anp^i 
question. 

Mr.  Buchanan  sud  that  the  first  part  of  ue 
amendment  which  had  been  proposed  by  M 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  as  modified  by  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Nois,)  i» J* 
gard  to  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colnmbi*,  wt 
his  decided  approbation.  It  placed  the  q""^* 
upon  its  true  principles.  We  will  not  sbolw 
slavery  in  this  District,  because  it  w«s  <"*" 
inally  a  slave-holding  territory,  and  the  su' 
rounding  States  by  which  it  was  ceded  is* 
still  slave-holding  States ;  and  because  it  wonW 
establish  in  the  midst  of  them  a  place  of  iwg« 
for  their  fugitive  slaves ;  it  would  be  destmo- 
tive  of  the  rights  and  security  of  their  citixe^ 
and  would  erect  a  citadel  from  whence  'ojM^ 
ter  the  seeds  of  servile  insurrection  throapi™ 
their  borders.  Now  he  wished  a  distinct  w» 
to  be  taken  upon  that  portion  rf  the  m«^ 
ment  which  related  exclusively  to  the  W*"? 
of  Columbia,  and  he  supposed  this  could  onlJ 
be  obtained  by  striking  out  all  that  portion  <>i 
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the  amendment  which  related  to  Florida  and 
the  Indian  oonntry.  In  making  this  motion, 
be  desired  to  be  distinctlj  understood.  He  did 
not  wish  to  preTent  a  direct  vote  on  this  second 
pcMiion  of  the  resolntion.  It  oonld  be  offered 
afterwards  as  a  snbBtantive  resolntion.  All  he 
desired  was  to  detach  that  portion  of  the 
amendment  which  related  to  this  District  from 
what  followed ;  and  thus  obtain  the  strongest 
possible  vote  in  its  favor.  Mr.  B.  concluded  bj 
mqving  to  strike  oat  the  second  part  of  the 
resolnfaoni 

Mr.  Sbvtkb  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
reeolntion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and 
r^retted  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
IiM  not  consented  to  receive  it.  As  for  the 
secondpart  of  the  resolntion  of  the  Senator 
from  Eentnck;',  he  was  in  favor  of  it,  and 
ahoold  therefore  vote  against  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Bttohanan's  motion  was  carried — ayes 
ti,  noes  18. 

Mr.  KiKo,  of  Alabama,  to  prevent  any  diffl- 
eulty,  asked  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  if 
he  would  agree,  in  case  his  motion  should  pre- 
vul,  to  offer  the  second  part  of  the  resolution 
as  a  distinct  resolntion. 

Mr.  BtioHASfAjf  replied,  eertainly.  He  could 
have  no  objection  to  place  it  in  the  same  sitna- 
tion  in  which  he  had  found  it ;  without,  how- 
ever, thereby  pledging  himself  to  support  all 
the  principles  which  it  contained. 

Hx.  'Wbbsteb  said  he  could  not  concur  in  this 
resolntion.  I  do  not  know  (said  he)  any  mat- 
ter of  fact,  or  any  ground  of  argument,  on  which 
this  affirmation  of  plighted  faith  can  be  sustain- 
ed. I  see  nothing  by  which  Oongress  has  tied 
up  its  hands,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  bo  as 
to  put  its  clear  constitutional  power  beyond  the 
exercise  of  its  own  discretion.  I  have  care- 
fdlly  examined  the  acts  of  cession  by  the  States, 
the  act  of  Congress,  the  proceedings  and  history 
of  the  times,  and  I  find  notliing  to  lead  me  to 
doubt  that  it  was  the  intention  of  all  parties  to 
leave  this,  like  other  subjects  belongin^^  to  the 
legislation  for  the  ceded  territory,  entirely  to 
the  discretion  and  wisdom  of  Congress.  The 
words  of  the  constitution  are  dear  and  plain. 
None  could  be  clearer  or  plainer.  Congress, 
by  that  instmment,  has  power  to  exercise  ex- 
dosive  jurisdiction  over  the  ceded  territory,  in 
all  cases  whatsoever.  The  acts  of  cession  con- 
tain no  limitation,  condition,  or  qualification 
whatever,  except  that,  out  of  abundant  caution, 
there  is  inserted  a  protiso  that  nothing  in  the 
acts  contained  should  be  construed  to  vest  in 
the  United  States  any  right  of  property  in  the 
soil  so  as  to  affect  the  rights  of  individuals 
therein,  otherwise  than  as  such  individuals 
might  themselves  transfer  their  right  of  soil  to 
the  United  States.  The  acts  of  cession  declare 
that  the  tract  of  country  "  is  forever  ceded  and 
relinquished  to  Congress  and  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  full  and  absolute 
right  and  exclusive  jurisdiction,  as  well  of  soil 
as  of  persons  rending  or  to  reside  therein,  pur- 


snant  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  8th  section 
of  the  1st  article  of  the  Oonstitntion  of  the 
United  States." 

Kow,  that  section  to  which  reference  is  thna 
expressly  made  in  these  deeds  of  cession^  de- 
clares that  Congress  shall  have  power  "  to  ex- 
ercise exclusive  legislation,  in  all  oases  whatso- 
ever, over  such  District,  not  exceeding  ten 
miles  square,  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular 
States  and  the  acceptance  of  Confess,  become 
the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States." 

Nothing,  therefore,  as  it  seems  to  me,  can  he 
clearer  than  that  the  States  making  the  cession 
expected  Congress  to  exercise  over  the  District 
precisely  that  power,  and  neither  more  nor  less, 
which  the  constitution  had  conferred  upon  it. 
I  do  not  know  how  the  provision,  or  the  inten- 
tion, either  of  the  constitution  in  granting  the 
power,  or  of  the  -  States  in  making  the  oe^don, 
could  be  expressed  in  a  manner  more  absolntelj 
free  from  all  doubt  or  ambiguity. 

If  the  assertion  oontuned  in  this  resolatioa 
be  true,  a  very  strange  result,  as  it  seems  to  me^ 
must  follow.  The  resolntion  affirms  that  the 
faith  of  Congress  is  pledged  indefinitely.  It 
mi^es  no  limitation  of  time  or  circumstance. 
If  this  be  so,  then  it  is  an  obligation  that  binds 
forever,  as  much  as  if  it  were  one  of  the  prohi- 
bitions of  the  constitution  itself.  And  at  all 
times  hereafter,  even  when  in  the  course  of 
their  history,  availing  themselves  of  events,  or 
changing  their  views  of  policy,  the  States  them- 
selves should  make  provisions  for  the  emanci- 
{>ation  of  their  slaves,  in  this  District,  nererthe- 
ess,  the  existing  state  of  things  could  not  be 
changed. 

Mr.  BircHAiTAN  said,  that  in  his  opinion,  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webstbb)  had 
not  placed  the  question  upon  its  tme  gronnds. 
He  would  ask,  did  any  human  being  suppose 
that  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  would 
have  ever  thought  of  ceding  this  District  to  the 
United  States,  if  they  had  imagined  that  Con- 
gress would  convert  those  ten  miles  square,  in 
the  very  heart  of  their  territory,  into  an  asylum 
for  their  fugitive  slaves,  and  a  spot  from  whence 
the  peace  and  safety  of  both  were  to  be  con- 
stantly endangered  ?  It  is  tme  that  no  expreit 
faith  was  pledged  in  the  cession,  because  no 
such  apprehension  was  then  entertained.  If 
there  had  been,  does  any  man  doubt  that  they 
would  have  insisted  upon  an  express  stipulation 
against  such  an  alarming  danger  ?  If  (said  Mr. 
B.)  I  freely  grant  to  you  a  vmuable  possession, 
could  yon,  as  an  honorable  and  honest  man, 
think  you  had  a  right  to  wrest  this  grant  iVom 
its  original  purpose,  and  convert  it  mto  an  in- 
strument of  my  destanction  f  If  you  know  that 
the  gift  never  would  have  been  made  by  me, 
had  I  supposed  you  were  capable  of  using  it  in 
such  a  manner,  you  are  under  the  strongest 
moral  obligation  not  to  pervert  it  to  such  a 
pnrpose.  It  is  true  you  may  have  the  constltn- 
tional  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District ; 
but  would  it  not  be  a  violation  of  implied  faith, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  to  exercise  thi^ 
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poirer  ?  I  think  it  would,  I  feel  that  it  would, 
and  therefore  shall  vote  that  it  would. 

Again,  said  Mr.  B.,  no  inference  can  be  drawn 
from  the  language  of  the  resolntloii,  that  its 
friends  intend  that  slaTerj  shall  exist  in  the 
District,  after  it  has  been  abolished  in  the  sur- 
ronnding  States.  In  thns  supposing,  the  Sen- 
ator has  misapprehended  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
lation.  Abolish  slavery  in  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land, (said  Mr.  B.,)  and  it  will  no  longer,  it  can 
no  longer,  exist  in  this  District.  The  people  of 
these  States  had  been  making  rapid  stndes  tow- 
ards the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  until 
they  were  arrested  in  their  career  by  the  aboli- 
tion excitement,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
abolition  societies.  This  resolution  presented 
the  very  point  of  the  question,  on  which  he  was 
willing  to  stand  or  to  falL  It  contemplated  the 
existence  of  slavery  here,  so  long  as  it  should 
oontinue  to  exist  in  the  surrounding  States; 
but  not  a  day  longer.  It  contuned  the  very 
principle  for  which  he  had  always  contended, 
that  davery  here  and  slavery  there  must  share 
tiie  same  fate. 

Mr.  Wbbstkb.  The  words  of  the  resolution 
will  epeak  for  themselves.  They  require  no 
comment.  They  express  an  unlimited  plighted 
faith.  The  honorable  member  will  so  see,  if  he 
will  look  at  those  words.  The  gentleman  asks 
whether  those  who  made  the  cession  could  have 
expected  that  Congress  would  ever  have  exer- 
cised such  a  power  ?  To  this  I  answer,  that  I 
see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  parties  to  the 
cession  wore  as  willing  to  leave  this  as  to  leave 
other  powers  to  the  discretion  of  Oongreas.  I 
see  not  the  slightest  evidence  of  any  especial 
fear,  or  any  especial  care,  or  concern,  on  the 
part  of  the  cedmg  States,  in  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular part  of  the  jurisdiction  ceded  to  Con- 
gress. And,  I  think,  I  can  ask  on  the  other 
side,  a  very  important  question  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  gentleman  himself^  and  for  that 
of  the  Senate  and  the  country;  and  that  is, 
would  Congress  have  accepted  the  oesdon  with 
any  such  restrunt  upon  its  constitutional 
power,  either  express  or  understood  to  be  im- 
plied ?  I  think  not  Looking  back  to  the  state 
of  things  then  existing,  and  especially  to  what 
Congress  had  done  so  recently  before,  when  it 
accepted  the  cession  of  the  North-western  Ter- 
ritory, I  entertfuh  no  doubt  whatever  that  Con- 
gress would  have  refused  the  cession  if  offered 
with  any  condition  or  understanding  that  its 
constitutional  authority  to  exercise  exclusive 
legislation  over  the  District  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever should  be  abridged. 

I  have  said  nothing  on  the  expediency  of 
abolition,  immediate  or  gradual,  or  the  reasons 
which  ought  to  weigh  with  Congress  should 
that  question  be  proposed.  I  can  well  con- 
ceive, I  think,  what  would  be  a  natural  and 
&ir  mode  of  reasoning  on  such  an  occasion. 

When  it  is  said,  for  instance,  by  way  of  argu- 
ment, that  Congress,  although  it  have  tiie 
power,  ought  not  to  take  a  lead  in  the  business 
of  abolition,  considering  that  the  interest  wfaioh 


the  United  Statea  have  in  the  whde  8Dl||eei  b 
vastly  less  than  that  which  the  States  have  in 
it,  I  can  understmd  the  propriety  and  force 
of  the  observation.  It  is,  as  far  as  it  goee^  a 
pertinent  and  appropriate  argument,  and  I  aliall 
always  be  readyto  give  it  the  ftall  weight  be- 
longing to  it.  when  it  is  signed  that,  in  a  eaia 
so  vitiu  to  the  States,  the  States  tliemMlTai 
should  be  allowed  to  maintain  their  own  p(di(7, 
and  that  the  Government  of  Uie  United  States 
ought  not  to  do  any  thing  which  aball,  direotly 
or  indirectly,  shake  or  dmorb  that  policy,  thii 
is  a  line  of  policy  which  I  can  understand ;  for 
I  have  always  not  only  admitted,  bat  inssted, 
that  slavery,  within  the  States,  is  a  snlgoet  be- 
longing absolutely  and  exclusively  to  the  Stetca 
themselves. 

But  the  present  is  not  an  attempt  to  ezlufait 
any  puoh  course  of  reasoning  as  this.  The  a^ 
tempt  is  to  set  up  a  pledge  of  the  public  faith 
to  do  the  same  office,  as  a  constitutional  prohi- 
bition, in  terms,  would  do ;  that  is,  to  set  np  a 
direct  bar,  precluding  all  exercise  of  the  disin- 
tion  of  Congress  over  the  snUect.  It  has  been, 
often  said  in  this  debate,  and  I  believe  it  is  tmt^ 
that  a  decided  m^ority  of  the  Senate  do  believ« 
that  Congress  has  a  clear  constitntional  power 
over  slavery  in  this  District.  But  while  this 
constitutional  right  is  admitted,  it  is  at  the 
same  moment  attempted  to  be  effectoally  coan- 
teracted,  overthrown,  and  done  away  with  ty 
the  affirmation  of  plighted  faith,  as  asserted  ia 
the  resolution  before  us. 

Now,  I  have  already  said  I  know  nothing  to 
support  this  affirmation.  Neither  in  the  acts 
of  cession,  nor  in  the  act  of  Ccmgress  scooting 
the  District,  nor  in  any  other  document,  historr, 
publication,  or  transaction,  do  I  know  a  sin^ 
fact  or  suggestion,  supporting  this  pn^ioaition, 
or' tending  to  support  it.  Nor  has  any  gentle- 
man, so  far  as  I  know,  pointed  out,  or  attempt- 
ed to  point  out,  any  such  fact,  doeomeDt,  tnn»- 
action,  or  other  evidence.  All  is  \e&  to  the 
general  and  repeated  statement,  that  such  a 
condition  must  have  been  intended  by  the 
States.  Of  all  this  I  see  no  proof  whatever.  I 
see  no  evidence  of  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
States  thus  to  limit  the  power  oS  CongresS)  er 
thus  to  require  a  pledge  against  its  exwciae. 

I  am  altogether  unable  to  see  any  gronnd  for 
supposing  t3>at  either  party  to  the  cession  bad 
any  mental  reservation,  any  unexpressed  ex- 
pectation, or  relied  on  any  implied,  oat  nmnea- 
tioned  and  unsuggested  pledge,  whatever.  By 
the  constitution,  if  a  district  should  be  ceded  to 
it  for  the  seat  of  Qovemment,  Congress  was  to 
have  a  right,  in  express  terms,  to  exeroifle  ex- 
clusive legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  The 
cession  was  made  and  accepted,  in  pursoanee 
of  this  power. 

As  to  any  provision  in  thd  acts  of  oessioD 
stipulating  for  the  security  of  property,  there  is 
none,  except  only  what  I  have  already  observed 
— this  condition,  that  no  ririit  of  indiridoals  si 
the  soil  shoald  be  ooastmed  to  be  transfened, 
bat  only  the  JoiisdiotiQn.    Bat  no  donbt  ail 
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rights  of  property  ought  to  be  dvlj  r8q)eoted 
by  Oongreas,  and  all  other  legislatures. 

And  ainoe  the  snbjeot  of  compensation  to  the 
owners  of  emancipated  slaves  has  been  referred 
to,  I  take  oooasion  to  say,  that  Congress,  if  it 
■hoold  think  that  a  wise,  just,  and  politio  legis- 
lation for  this  District  required  them  to  make 
aompensation  for  slaves  emancipated  here,  they 
liSTe  the  same  constitutional  authority  to  make 
WKsh  compensation  as  to  make  grants  for  roads 
and  bridges,  alms-houses,  penitentiaries,  and 
other  similar  objects  in  tlie  District 

Mr.  O1.AT  concurred  with  Mr.  Bvobasas, 
and  he  must  express  his  astonishment  that  liCr. 
WsBanrsB  did  not  view  the  matter  in  the  same 
light.  He  believed,  with  Mr.  B.,  that  if  those 
States  could  have  imagined  that  while  slavery 
edited  with  them  it  would  be  ended  here,  they 
never  would  have  made  the  cession.  Mr.  0. 
would  put  it  in  another  shape.  Suppose  Penn- 
sylvania had  ceded  a  portion  of  her  soil  as  a 
nte  for  the  Government,  then  he  would  ask,  if| 
when  Pennsylvania  was  a  non-slaveholding 
State,  it  wonld  not  be  deemed  a  breach  of  faith 
to  introdnce  slavery  into  the  midst  of  her  soil  ? 
Bo  in  this  District  it  would  be  a  breach  of  faith 
to  abolish,  while  the  ceding  States  retained  that 
institution.  Besides,  when  the  cession  was 
made,  there  was  an  express  reservation  of  the 
right  of  property,  and  therefore  this  kind  of 
property,  being  indndod,  was,  as  a  lyatter  of 
pnbiic  faith,  to  be  preserved. 

Mr.  Wbbsteb.  The  honorable  member  fi-om 
Eentacky  arics  the  Senate  to  suppose,  that  the 
seat  of  Govenmient  had  been  fixed  in  a  firee 
8^te,  Pennsylvania  for  example ;  and  that  Con- 
gress had  attempted  to  establish  slavery  in  a  dis- 
trict over  which,  as  here,  it  had  thus  exclusive 
legislation.  He  asks  whether,  in  that  case,  Con- 
gress could  estabUsh  slavery  in  such  a  place ! 
This  mode  of  changing  the  question  does  not,  I 
think,  vary  this  argument;  and  I  answer  at  cmce, 
that  however  improbable  or  improper  such  an 
aot  might  be.  yet  if  the  power  were  universal, 
absolnte,  and  without  restriction,  it  might  un- 
questionably be  so  exercised. 

And  in  the  other  oases,  of  forts,  arsenals,  &o,, 
if  Congress  has  ezdasive  and  absolnte  legisla- 
tive power,  it  must,  of  course,  have  the  power, 
if  it  coold  be  supposed  to  be  guilty  of  such  a 
Mly,  whether  proposed  to  be  exercised  in  a 
^strict  withm  a  free  State,  to  establish  slavery, 
or  in  a  district  in  a  slave  State,  to  abolish  or 
regnlate  it ;  yet,  if  it  be  a  district  over  which 
Congress  has,  as  it  has  in  this  District,  unlimited 
power  of  legislation,  it  seems  to  me  that  what- 
ever would  stay  the  exercise  of  this  power,  in 
either  case,  must  be  drawn  from  discretion,  fr^om 
rea8<Hi8  of  justioe,  and  true  policy,  from  those 
high  considerations  which  ought  to  influence 
Congress  in  questions  of  snoh  extreme  delicacy 
and  umportanoe ;  and  to  all  these  conmderationB 
I  am  willing,  imd  always  shall  be  willing,  I 
trust,  to  give  full  weight. 

Mr.  CAKHomr  sidd  that  be  should  succeed  in 
«a«  oljeot  be  had  in  view  when  h»  introdaoed 


these  resolutions — to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  on  the  subject  of  aboUtion,  and  how  far 
it  was  disposed  to  take  ground  agunst  it.  They 
embraced  two  leading  propositions  that  he  had 
hoped  to  carry  out — that  neither  a  State,  nor 
its  citizens,  had  a  right  to  interfere  with  the 
peculiar  institutions  of  the  other  States ;  and 
that  this  Government,  as  a  common  agent  of  the 
States,  has  no  right,  in  any  of  its  acts,  either  in 
this  District  or  elsewhere,  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  domestic  institutionsof  the  slave-hold- 
ing and  non-slaveholding  States,  by  favoring  onc^ 
and  opposing  the  other,  on  any  nvund  whatever. 

These  were  the  elevated  and  strong  grounds 
assumed  in  the  resolutions,  and  he  regretted 
that  thev  should  have  been  departed  from  in 
this  resolution  as  amended.  Thns  regarded,  be 
ahonld  vote  for  it  with  much  reluctance.  The 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necdent  (Mr.  Nilbs)  hod  removed  many  of  the 
objections  he  had  to  that  offered  by  the  Sena- 
tor tram  Kentucky,  to  which  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  him  to  give  his  assent ;  and, 
even  as  it  stood,  he  should  vote  for  it  only  <hi 
the  ground  of  preserving  harmony  and  union 
among  those  whom  he  believed  to  be  opposed 
to  the  Abolitionists. 

The  question  was  agun  taken  on  the  first 
branch  of  Mr.  Clay's  substitute,  and  carried — 
ayes  86,  noes  9. 


Wkdhibdat,  January  11. 

Mr,  C<Moun'*  RetohUioni. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  CALnouK  on  the 
27th  December,  in  relation  to  domestic  slavey, 
the  question  bemg  on  the  second  branch  of  lu. 
Clay's  substitute  to  the  fifth  resolution,  which 
had  been  struck  out  yesterday,  and  reinstated 
on  Mr.  Buchakan's  motion,  as  follows : 

Jtaolved,  That  it  wonld  be  highly  inexpedient  to 
abdish  slavery  in  Florida,  the  only  Territory  of  the 
United  States  in  which  it  now  exists,  because  of  the 
serious  alarm  and  just  apprehensions  which  would  be 
thereby  excited  in  the  States  sustaining  that  domestio 
institution ;  because  the  people  of  that  Territory  hare 
not  asked  it  to  be  d<Hie,  and,  when  admitted  as  a 
State  into  the  lJni(Xi,  will  be  exdusiTely  entitled  to 
decide  that  question  for  tbemseWes ;  and,  also,  be- 
canse  it  would  be  in  violation  of  a  solemn  compro- 
mise, made  at  a  memorable  and  critical  period  in  the 
history  of  this  country,"  by  which,  while  slavery  was 
prohibited  north,  it  was  admitted  south  of  the  line 
thirty-dx  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude ; 
and,  also,  a^nst  the  treaty  stipulation  with  Spain  of 
22d  February,  1819,  whidi  guarantees  the  right  of 
property. 

Mr.  BnoHANANlobeerved  that,  in  pursuance 
of  the  pledge  given  by  him  last  evening,  he  felt 
himself  bound  to  bring  forward  the  second 


*  The  lUwrarl  OompromlM  line  being  eonflned  by  Its 
tenu  to  LoaJdeaa,  oonld  not  be  q>pUoeble  to  FloiMa,  and 
the  ntoenee  to  tt  wi»  InmnMllately  dropped  oa  oljeetloa. 
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branch  of  Mr.  Clay's  amendment  which  had 
been  struck  ont  on  his  motion,  and  to  leave  it 
as  he  found  it.  Ho  had  therefore  done  so,  but 
he  did  not  therebj  mean  to  say  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  every  part  of  the  resolution.  He  had 
simply  restored  it  to  the  place  where  it  was, 
and  he  left  it  to  its  friends,  or  rather  to  the 
parents  of  the  bantling,  the  Senators  firom  Een- 
tncky  and  Alabama. 

lir.  EiNO  proposed  that  so  much  of  the  reso- 
lution as  made  mention  of  the  compromise  act 
should  be  stricken  out,  and  it  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  OalhouU'  wished  to  state  why  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  resolution  as  amended. 

The  main  reason  assigned  in  the  resolution 
as  it  now  stands,  why  slavery  should  not  be 
abolished  in  Florida,  was  that  it  would  be  high- 
ly inejcpedient.  He  regarded  the  reason  as 
wholly  fiUlaciona,  and  that  it  would  be  of  not 
the  slightest  force  in  staying  the  tide  of  aboli- 
tion. We  mnst  bear  in  mind,  that  the  two 
points  towards  which  the  Abolitionists  are  di- 
recting their  attacks,  were  this  District  and  the 
Territories.  These  they  considered  our  weak 
points ;  and  they  were  sanguine  in  the  belief, 
and  that  not  without  reason,  if  they  can 
effect  their  objects  there,  the  main  difficulty  in 
their  way  would  be  surmounted.  With  this 
knowledge,  our  policy  ought  to  be  to  strengthen 
and  fortify  those  points  most  effectually.  Now, 
sir,  the  main  barrier  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  proposes  to  throw  aronnd 
the  Territories  in  this  amendment  is,  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  abolish  slavery  in  Florida.  Will 
this  oppose  any  obstacle  to  the  assaults  of  the 
foe  ?  '  Let  us  see  how  it  will  operate.  An  abo- 
lition petition  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories 18  presented  to  an  individual  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  for  his  signature.  He  is 
opposed  to  the  object,  and  refuses  to  sign.  He 
is  asked  his  objections.  He  answers  in  the  lan- 
guage of  this  amendment,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
ft  is  highly  inexpedient.  He  then  ia  asked,  Do 
you  not  consider  slavery  a  political  evil  ?  Do 
you  not  consider  it  immoral  f  Do  you  not  con- 
sider it  sinful  ?  He  answers,  Yes,  fJr  such  will 
be  the  answer  of  nine  in  ten  in  the  non-slave- 
holding  States.  Now  mark  the  reply.  He  is 
next  asked,  How  can  you  justify  yourself  in  re- 
fusing to  put  down  what  you  acknowledge  to 
be  immoral,  sinftil,  and  a  great  political  evil, 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  inexpedient?  The 
question  is  overwhelming,  and  the  petition  is 
signed  and  a  convert  made.  To  stay  its  pro- 
gress, far  higher  grounds  mnst  be  taken; 
grounds  as  high  as  those  assumed  by  these  de- 
luded madmen,  and  which  will  show  them  that, 
while  they  are  acting  in  the  name  of  morals  and 
religion,  they  are  violating  plighted  faith,  and 
subvertmg  the  entire  fabric  of  our  political 
system;  and,  as  such,  are  guilty  of  violating 
the  most  solemn  obligations,  political,  moral, 
and  religious. 

Mr.  O.  next  objected,  that  he  disliked  the 
designation  of  the  particular  Territory  of  Flori- 
da.   The  Abcditiouists  ask  to  abolish  slavery  in 


the  Territories ;  and  we  reply,  that  it  is  iao- 
pediont  to  abolish  it  in  Florida,  assigning  fors 
reason,  that  it  was  our  only  Territory  in  whid 
slavery  existed.  .  They  make  a  geneivl  demand, 
extending  to  all  Territories  that  now  are,  m 
may  be  hereafter,  created ;  and  we  meet  tlni 
broad  and  sweeping  prayer  with  the  modot 
answer,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  abolish  it  in 
Florida.  In  giving  this  diffident  response,  m 
we  afnud  of  offending,  or  are  we  indisposed  to 
commit  ourselves  as  to  Territories  hereafter  to 
be  created  ? 

He  was  glad  that  the  portion  of  the  ammd- 
ment  which  referred  to  tlie  Missouri  oompnania 
had  been  struck  out.  He  was  not  a  memlia 
of  Congress  when  that  compromise  was  made, 
but  it  is  due  to  candor  to  state,  that  his  iiii|m>' 
^ons  were  in  its  favor ;  but  it  is  equally  due  to 
it  to  say,  that  with  his  present  experience,  tnd 
knowledge  of  the  spirit  which  then,  for  tiie 
first  time,  began  to  cUsclose  itself,  thai  he  hil 
entirely  changed  his  opinion.  He  now  believed 
that  it  was  a  dangerous  measnre,  and  that  it 
has  done  much  to  rouse  into  action  the  present 
spirit  Had  it  then  been  met  with  nncwnpro- 
mising  opposition,  such  as  a  then  disdngm^ 
and  sagacious  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Randolph,)  now  no  more,  opposed  to  it,  a\x& 
tion  might  have  been  crushed  forever  in  ill 
birth.  He  then  thought  of  Mr.  Randolph,  ^ 
he  doul^  not,  many  think  of  him  now,  vie 
have  not  fully  looked  into  this  subject,  that  he 
was  too  unyielding,  too  uncompromising,  too 
impracticable ;  but  he  had  been  taught  Ms 
error,  and  took  pleasure  in  acknowledging  it 

With  these  views  (said  Mr.  C.)  he  cotldnot 
vote  for  the  resolution  as  it  stood,  and  Hxj 
were  greatly  strengthened,  when  he  contrasted 
it  with  his  fifth  resolution,  which  has  been 
struck  out  to  insert  this.  That  resolntioa  de- 
clares that  any  attempt,  by  any  State  or  States, 
or  their  citi^eus,  or  any  act  or  measure  of  Con- 
gress, to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District,  or  the 
Territories,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  immofd, 
or  sinful,  or  otherwise  obnoxious,  was  a  dan- 
gerous attack  on  the  domestic  institutionj  of 
all  the  States.  Now  (said  Mr.  C.)  what  hare 
we  done  ?  what  have  Southern  Senators  done! 
Struck  down  the  strong  barriers  which  placed 
this  District  and  the  Territories  under  the  («ae 
high  constitutional  protection  with  the  States 
themselves,  and  which  made  an  assault  oa 
them  an  assault  on  all  the  slave-holding  SWe^ 
and  have  erected  in  their  place  the  most  few* 
of  all  barriers,  that  of  mere  inexpediency. 
Why  was  this  done  ?  Was  it  because  the  reso- 
lution struck  ont  asserted  any  thing  fel*  " 
fact  or  principle?  No  one  pretended  » 
say  so.  No :  it  is  time  to  speak  ont ;  to  tw 
the  truth ;  it  was  because  there  was  more  itm 
of  wounding  the  feelings  of  the  AbolitioDisH 
than  the  people  of  the  slave-holding^  Strtea 
They  are  more  intent  on  our  destruction  «*> 
we  for  our  own  safety.  They  mark  and  pn^ 
by  withholding  their  votes,  and  throwing  them 
in  the  opposite  scale,  all  who  dare  oppo» 
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them ;  while  a  feelios  of  indifference  and  inat- 
tention prevails  on  vie  part  of  the  people  of 
the  slave-holding  States. 

Thus  regarding  the  resolution  as  it  stands,  he 
was  placed  in  a  position  which  he  did  not  often 
occupy.  He  could  not  vote  for  it,  for  the  rea- 
sons he  has  stated ;  and  he  would  not  vote 
against  it,  for  reasons  which  must  be  apparent 
to  all ;  and  he  was  of  course  constrained  not  to 
vote  at  all. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  very 
sorry  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
ooald  not  reconcile  his  judgmmt  to  vote  for 
the  resolution  now  under  consideration.  He 
thought  the  declaration  in  the  resolution,  that 
abolition  was  inexpedient,  was  not  strong 
enough,  and  that  higher  grounds  ought  to  be 
assumed.  But  what  higher  grounds?  Was 
any  one  prepared  to  say  that  the  naked  power 
of  abolition  did  not  exist?  Mr.  0.  spoke  of 
the  naked  power,  and  not  of  its  exercise,  but 
the  abstract  question  of  the  existence  of  the 
power.  Kow,  though  it  did  not  exist  in  rela- 
tion to  the  States,  on  the  mere  question  of  ab- 
stract power,  Mr.  0.  thought  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  wonld  not  declare  that  it  would 
be  unconstitutional  for  Congress  to  abolish  sla- 
very in  the  District  or  Territories.  The  power, 
like  many  others,  was  not  to  l>e  exercised,  on 
high  considerations,  amounting  in  the  District 
to  the  plighted  faith  of  the  Government,  during 
tlio  existence  of  a  state  of  things  which  pat  a 
restriction  on  the  exercise  of  the  power ;  but 
when  that  state  of  things  should  no  longer  ex- 
ist, the  power  might  be  exercised.  So  as  to 
^Florida:  the  power  existed,  but,  for  high  oon- 
siderstions,  was  not  to  be  exercised. 

The  Senator  objects  because  Florida  alone  is 
embraced  by  the  resolution.  We  have  stricken 
out  the  Indians,  regarding  them  as  perfectly 
Bafe.  And  what  other  Territory  but  Florida  is 
there  in  which  slavery  exists?  I  framed  the 
resolution  as  it  is,  because'  there  is  no  other 
such  Territory.  There  are  many  who  send 
petitions  here  that  appear  to  be  ignorant  of  this 
&ct,  that  there  is  but  one  such  Territory.  I 
fwanted  them  to  know  that  there  is  but  one. 

Then  the  Senator  thinks  the  tone  of  the  reso- 
lution is  not  strong  enough.  Perhaps  he  would 
say  that,  as  slavery  is  represented  as  a  moral 
evil,  as  sinful,  we  ought  to  take  the  opposite 

f  round,  and  maintain  that  slavery  is  not  sinful, 
at  in  conformity  with  religion ;  and  he  thus 
maintain  the  one  side,  and  they  the  other. 
And  then,  he  says,  the  Abolitionists  will  present 
a  number  of  questions,  which  he  enumerated. 
Sir,  suppose  yon  should  declare  slavery  accords 
with  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  that 
it  is  consistent  with  every  high  and  holy  princi- 
ple, wonld  it  make  any  converts  ?  Sir,  I  want 
to  do  nothing  to  aggravate  this  spirit  at  the 
Korth,  and  to  increase  the  Abolitionists.  I 
want  to  prevent  the  residne  of  the  North  from 
going  over  to  join  them.  There  lies  our  dan- 
ger, ai\,d  there,  also,  are  we  to  look  for  safety. 
The  Senator's  resolutions  ore  all  sound;  but 


there  will  nothing  be  gtuned  by  them  of  safety 
to  the  cause,  or  of  permanency  to  the  Union. 

The  Senator  speaks  of  the  compromise  <m 
the  Missouri  question,  and  refers  to  the  coarse 
of  a  distinguished  member  from  Virginia,  who 
was  present  on  that  memorable  occasion.  There 
were  two  compromises:  the  first  was  that 
when  the  bill  passed,  authorizing  the  State  to 
form  a  separate  Government  for  itself,  for  ad- 
mission into  the  Union.  It  was  then  that  86* 
80'  was  fixed  as  the  line  of  separation.  But 
after  the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
she  introduced  a  clause  into  her  oonstitntion, 
by  which  free  persons  of  color  were  not  to  re- 
main within  Missouri.  There  was  the  great 
point  of  difficulty  which  shook  the  Union  with 
more  alarm  than  any  thing  I  have  seen,  ftoax 
that  day  to  this.  It  was  that  compromise  for 
which,  I  understood  the  Senator,  he  would  not 
now  have  voted. 

iMr.  CiLHOUN  was  understood  to  assent.] 
To  one  (stud  Mr.  Cla.t)  was  anxious  to  have 
slavery  exist  north  of  that  line,  except  in  Mis- 
souri. With  the  second  question  came  the 
great  struggle;  and  I  should  not  refer  to  the 
port  taken  by  Mr.  Kandolph,  whose  death  I 
sincerely  deplored,  if  it  had  not  been  referred 
to  by  the  Senator.  But  I  feel  compelled  to  say 
that  at  the  second  compromise,  in  which  noth- 
ing was  sacrificed  by  the  slave-holding  States, 
and  in  which  a  mere  matter  of  form  was  con- 
ceded to  the  free  States,  which  admitted  them 
a  ground  to  stand  on  at  home,  the  course  of  that 
distinguished  member  from  Virginia  come  near- 
er luLrarding  the  Union  than  any  other  event  in 
our  history.  He  was  opposed  to  all  compro- 
mises ;  and  I  recollect  that  when  the  second 
compromise  was  under  discussion,  I  was  in  the 
chair,  and  another  member  from  Virginia  faint- 
ed under  the  influence  of  the  fumes  of  the 
lamps.  He  was  taken  to  a  bock  seat,  anf  I 
went  to  see  how  he  was ;  but  observing  that 
his  case  was  ngt  dangerous,  and  that  he  would 
soon  recover,  on  my  return  to  the  Speaker's 
chair  I  met  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who, 
not  having  spoken  with  me  before,  said,  "  How 
do  you  do,  sir ;  I  wish  you  would  go  with  me 
to  Kentucky."  I  understood  him,  and  that 
he  proposed  in  this  manner  a  separation  of  the 
Southern  delegation,  retiring  from'  Congress^ 
and  leaving  the  North  in  possession  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  replied,  "  Not  now ;  but  I  will  see 
you  to-morrow  morning."  In  the  morning  I 
spent  on  hour  with  him,  in  which  he  urged  me 
to  make  no  compromise,  even  provided  gentle- 
men wonld  grant  us  every  thing  we  wanted,  in 
return  for  giving  the  North  ground  to  stand  on. 
We  parted,  promising  to  be  friends  in  future ; 
and  to  the  end  of  the  session  he  never  spoke  to 
me  again.  The  two  words  [dough  (doe)  faces! 
with  which  that  gentleman  rated  and  taunted 
our  Northern  friends,  did  more  injury  than  any 
two  words  I  have  ever  known.  Sir,  I  hope  no 
similar  course  will  be  pursued  by  any  one  at 
the  present  day,  in  respeot  to  any  portion  of 
the  delegation  c^the  coontry.    Aad,  sir,  I  tell 
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the  Senator,  that  I  think  if  he  would  deal  more 
calmly  with  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  say  to 
them  that  the  Sonth  are  animated  to  a  man  on 
this  subject,  and  wonld  vindicate  their  rights ; 
if  he  wonld  turn  to  the  quarter  where  the  blaze 
is,  and  endeavor  to  ertingnish  the  flame  and 
not  to  aggravate  it ;  if  he  wonld  unite  with  no, 
to  bring  &e  whole  country  together  as  in  one 
band  of  brethren  in  the  same  pnblio  vessel,  I 
think  the  result  would  be  more  happy. 

Mr.  Calhouit  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Olat's 
substitute  by  inserting  the  words  "  dangerous  at- 
tack upon  tiie  States  m  which  slavery  exists." 

Mr.  BrroEAiTAK  thought  the  debate  had  now 
become  exceedingly  dull.  It  had  almost  worn 
itself  out,  and  was  now  dragging  its  dnil  length 
along.  He  wonld  not,  however,  suffer  it  to 
close  without  making  a  few  observations,  in 
consequence  of  what  had  repeatedly  &llen  from 
tiie  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Oal- 

HOON,) 

It  had  been  often  said,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  that  these  resolutions  were  intended  as 
a  platform  on  which  we  of  the  North,  who 
were  disposed  to  sustain  the  constitntional 
rights  of  the  South,  might  stand,  and  defend 
onrselves  against  the  attacks  of  the  Abolition- 
ists. Now,  for  his  part,  he  disclaimed  the  idea 
of  having  any  such  platform  erected  for  him. 
We  can  sustain  ourselves  better  without  it. 
"The  blood  of  Douglas  can  protect  itself." 
AU  we  desire  upon  this  qnestion  is,  "hands 
ofil"  We  know  best  bow  to  fight  our  own 
battles. 

These  resolutions  had  emanated  fWnn  the 
Sonth ;  and  he  most  fervently  hoped  that  they 
might  do  some  good  in  tranqnillizing  and  sooth- 
ing the  feelings  of  the  people  there,  and  in  con- 
vincing them  that  they  had  numerous  friends 
ia  the  Nortli,  who  woidd  stand  by  them  in  any 
emergency.  He  protested,  however,  against 
the  idea  that  they  were  passed  for  the  buiefit 
of  the  North. 

Some  commiseration  (said  Mr.  B.)  has  been 
expressed  for  our  situation.  It  has  been  said 
that  our  intentions  were  very  good,  and  that 
we  would  be  willing  to  go  further,  if  we  dared 
to  do  so.  Now,  he  protested  against  any  such 
inference.  He  had  always  gone  as  far  as  his 
sense  of  ri^ht  and  justice  dictated,  and  if  there 
bad  not  been  an  Abolitionist  in  existence,  he 
would  have  gone  no  further.  We  wanted  no 
platform  on  which  to  staid,  save  the  constita- 
tion  of  our  country.  What  fanatic  had  there 
ever  been  in  the  North  so  mad  as  to  assert  that 
we  had  any  right  to  attack  slavery  in  the  States 
where  it  exists  ?  That  principle  had  been  set- 
tled by  the  first  Congress,  and  that  principle,  so 
lon^  as  he  held  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  should 
mamtain  to  the  death.  These  have  been  the 
motives  of  my  conduct  tliroughont  upon  these 
resolutions.  They  are  a  Southern,  and  not  a 
Northern,  measure ;  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
the  South,  rather  tlian  the  North.  In  the  portion 
of  the  Union  from  whidi  he  came,  we  depre- 
cate agitaiioa  and  exdteraent  from  this  aomoeu 


We  adopted  one  resolution  yesterday  in  n> 
gard  to  slavery  in  the  IMstrict  of  ColmnUi, 
which  may  have  a  good  effect  in  the  North, 
Opinions  which  are  nnited  there  against  any 
interference  with  slavery  in  the  States,  are  not 
80  unanimous  in  regard  to  this  District.  Tint 
resolution  places  the  snlyect  on  its  true  princi- 
ples, and  will  strike  the  common  sense  of  til 
mipartial  men  as  just  and  expedient  It  asierti 
the  proposition  that  when  Congress  accepted 
the  cession,  there  was  an  implied  ftuth  pleoged 
to  the  ceding  States  that  we  shoold  not  convot 
that  act  of  their  kindness  into  an  instrmnent 
of  their  destruction ;  and  that  whilst  ilaray 
existed  in  them,  it  should  not  be  aboMed 
within  these  ten  miles  square  in  the  midst  of 
their  territories.  The  avowal  of  this  diatinct 
principle  by  the  Senate,  for  which  he  had  al- 
ways contended,  might  be  productive  of  \ie» 
ficial  effects  in  tlie  Northern  States. 

The  second  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  had  been  offered  by  him 
(Mr.  B.)  as  a  distinct  proposition  this  momiii^ 
He  had  pledged  himself  yesterday  to  bring  it 
forward  in  this  sluq>e,  provided  the  Senate 
would  then  strike  it  out  of  the  amendment,  and 
take  a  separate  vote  on  the  remaining  portion 
of  it,  which  related  exdnsively  to  the  District 
of  Colombia.  This  had  been  done;  and  thna 
the  resolution  had.  strangely  enoogli,  beoooe 
the  child  of  his  adoption,  though  not  of  hia 
affections.  After  it  had  been  amended  by  strik- 
ing from  it  the  Indian  territory,  and  modified 
and  remodified  in  such  a  manner  as  to  toit  the 
views  of  the  partnership  concern  between  the 
Senators  from  New  Hamp^ire  and  Kentncbj 
(Messrs.  Hubbasd  and  Cijit,)  he  (Mr.  R)  would 
have  cheerfiilly  given  it  his  supports  my», 
therefore,  much  astcwiahed  and  disappointed 
when  these  two  Senators,  ^)par«ntly  without 
the  slightest  regard  for  their  own  offeprmft 
consented  to  abandon  it  without  a  Btrowe. 
He  greatly  preferred  it  to  the  substitute  offend 
by  the  Senator  from  MissisBippi,  (Mr.  Wium) 
which  they  had  accepted,  and  which  was  now 
before  the  Senate.  The  truth  was,  that  the 
resolution  which  he  had  offered  this  mominfii 
to  redeem  hia  promise,  had  undergone  so  manji 
modifications,  and  mystifications  to  make  it  ooo- 
form  to  the  views  of  everybody  who  deeii«d 
any  change,  Haalt.  no  man  who  was  acqnaintM 
with' its  original  features  conld  imagine  how  it 
had  been  transformed  into  the  resoluticHi  nov 
before  the  Senate.  But  so  it  was.  We  ones 
had  a  Senator  ftom  New  Hampshire,  (JU- 
Hill,)  who  was  made  of  sterner  stuff  than  V> 
have  yielded  up  his  resolution  to  the  8olioit»ti«i» 
of  gentlemen,  as  the  present  Senator  from  utf 
State  had  done.  And  here,  as  be  hadjUaded 
to  that  Senator  withont  having  previonalJ  •»• 
tended  it,  he  wonld  take  occasion  to  say  of  nin. 
that  he  was  a  man  of  strong  and  d««ennn>* 
character,  and  was  a  good  lover  as  well  »  » 
"  ■  Mr.  B.  had  never  met  on  that 


good  hater, 
noor  a  Sem 
and  minnte  p<ditioaI 


Boor  a  Senator  who  poesewed  more  e^J* 
itioal  Wonnation  In  r^srn  » 
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tnr  domeatio  affaira,  and  however  much  he 
naj'  have  been  tradaced,  there  was  no  man  in 
iid  Senate,  at  the  present  day.  who  loved  his 
xttmtry  better.  He  well  recollected  the  time 
svhen  that  Senator  had  formed  a  coalition  with 
the  Senator  firom  Kentucky,  and  they  had  foaght 
Ote  battle  together  without  yielding  a  ringle  inch. 
Et  is  true  that  bat  a  small  force  was  rallied  nnder 
their  nnited  banner.  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  almost 
their  only  follower;  bat  they  never  thonght 
of  surrendering.  He  could  have  wished  uat 
the  new  coalition  between  the  present  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  and  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  had  been  animated  by  the  same 
spirit.  At  the  instance  of  many  gentlemen, 
the  resolution  had  been  ohange4  rechanged, 
and  modified,  until  he  had  become  tired  of  the 
process.  He  had  determined  for  himself  to  quit 
setting  to  every  new  partner  that  might  offer. 
He  would  now  consent  to  take  the  last  edition 
of  the  resolution,  as  it  had  come  from  the 
hands  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  (Mr. 
Waucbs,)  but  he  would  not,  for  one,  agree  to 
any  other  changes. 

Mr.  OALHouir  said,  that  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  were  of  a  character 
that  he  could  not  permit  then  to  pass  in  silence. 
He  understood  the  Senator  to  say  that  he  (Mr. 
Buobanan)  had  been  actuated  solely  by  the  de- 
sire to  soothe  and  tranquillize  the  feelings  of  the 
Sooth,  or,  in  other  words,  in  pity  of  her  weak- 
ness and  fears.  [Mr.  B.  shook  his  head.]  Mr. 
0.  said  he  would  be  glad  to  understand  what 
the  Senator  did  mean. 

"Was  he  to  understand  the  Senator  that  all  he 
said  about  soothing  and  tranquillizing  the  feel- 
ings of  the  South,  originated  in  a  belief  that 
these  resolutions  were  intended  for  that  purpose 
by  the  mover  ?    K  so,  he  would  tell  lum  that 
he  was  grossly  mistaken.    She  needed  not  this, 
nor  any  other  measure,  to  tranqnillize  her. 
She  was  calm  and  collected,  and  instead  of 
being  agitated,  was  too  indifferent.    She  had 
no  fears  for  herself.    She  was  full  of  resources, 
and  would,  he  trusted,  be  prepared  to  meet  the 
crisis,  whenever  forced  on  her  by  the  injustice, 
or  insults,  of  the  other  portion  of  the  Union. 
No :  these  resolutions  originated  in  far  different 
motives— from  a  sincere  desire  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  the  shook  to  which  the  present  current 
of  events  was  rapidly  leading,  and  which,  if 
not  prevented,  would  bring  to  the  ground  the 
institotions  of  the  country.    He  was  anxious, 
before  it  was  too  late,  to  present  some  common 
constitalaoual  ground  on  which  the  reflecting, 
and  patriotic,  of  every  quarter  of  the  Union, 
might  rally,  to  arrest  the  approaching  catas- 
trophe, and  avert  what  the  North  was  at  least 
as  mach  interested  to  do  as  the  South.    A  plat- 
form for  that  purpose  (if  the  Senator  preferred 
the  word)  was  indispensable,  if  it  be  thought 
worth  whQe  to  oppose  the  coming  disasters. 

Bat  the  Senator  exclaimed,  speaking  in  rela- 
tion to  the  two  sections  of  the  country,  hands 
off  I    The  North  says,  hands  oS,  to  the  Sonth ! 
The  Senator,  in  the  name  of  his  constituents, 
Vol.  Xm.— 89 


says,  hands  off  to  me,  in  the  name  of  mine^ 
when  he  knows  that  a  large  portion  of  them 
are  daily  and  hourly,  in  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  the  most  solemnly  plighted  faith, 
aiming  a  most  deadly  blow,  not  simply  at  ouf 
peace  and  prosperity,  but  at  our  very  existence 
as  a  people  t  When  did  the  South  ever  place 
her  hana  on  the  North  ?  When  did  she  ever 
interfere  with  her  peculiar  institutions  ?  When 
did  she  ever  aim  a  blow  at  her  peace  and  secu- 
rity ?  When  did  she  ever  demand  more  than\ 
naked,  sheer  justice  of  the  Union?  Never! 
never!  And  can  we  reverse  these  questions, 
and  have  the  same  response  from  the  North  ? 
With  what  propriety  or  justice,  then,  can  the 
Senator  proclaim,  hands  off  to  ua — the  aggres- 
sor to  the  aggressed ! 

Mr.  BiTCHANAK  was  very  sorry  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  had  misimderstood 
his  remarks.  He  trusted  and  !)elieved  that  his 
course  upon  this  subject,  had  been  such  as  to 

Elace  him  above  all  suspicion.  He  conld  not 
elieve  that  any  other  Senator  had  fallen  into 
the  same  mistake.  The  ardor  of  the  gentie- 
man's  feelings  upon  this  subject  must  have 
blinded  his  judgment. 

The  commiseration  which  I  said  bad  been 
expressed  by  himself  and  others  for  our  condi- 
tion in  the  North,  he  understood  directly  the 
reverse  of  what  my  words  jmported,  and  had 
construed  them  into  an  expression  of  pity  and 
commiseration,  on  my  part,  for  the  condition 
of  the  people  of  the  South.  Such  an  idea  as 
that  of  applying  the  term  pity  to  that  gallant 
people,  had  never  entered  my  mind.  They  are 
far  above  it.  I  know  them  too  well,  and  respect 
them  too  highly,  to  have  ever  thought  of  apply- 
ing to  them  any  such  term. 

He  did  not  blame  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  for  having  introduced  those  resolu- 
tions. Certainly  not.  Had  he  not  voted  for 
them,  one  and  aJl,  except  that  which  related  to 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  instead  of  that 
one,  he  had  voted  for  another  on  the  same  anb- 
ject,  which  he  solemnly  believed  would  l)e  pro- 
ductive of  greater  good  t  Now  what  he  nad 
disclaimed,  and  what  he  meant  to  disclaim,  was 
that  these  resolutions  were  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  friends  of  the  Union  in  the 
North.  They  had  not  been  brought  forward 
by  the  North,  but  by  the  South  :  and  hence  it 
was  fair  to  infer  that  their  purpose  was  to  satis- 
fy and  tranquillize  public  opinion  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  Union.  He  had  voted  for  them 
with  pleasure,  under  this  belief:  and  he  trusted 
that  our  friends  in  the  South  would  now  be 
convinced  that  we  were  ready  to  stand  by 
them  in  the  assertion  and  maintenance  of  aU 
their  constitutional  rights  over  their  slaves. 

These  resolutions  could  not  aid  him  et  home. 
There  the  battie  had  been  already  fought,  and 
what  part  he  had  taken  in  it  two  years  ago, 
was  well  known  to  every  man  in  the  country 
who  had  thought  his  humble  career  worthy  of 
any  observation.  He  was  fully  convinced  that 
the  protracted  discussion  of  the  aboUtion  qnes- 
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tion  here  at  this  time  could  do  the  friends  of 
the  Union  in  the  North  little,  if  any  good ;  he 
vished  he  were  convinced  that  it  would  do 
them  no  harm.  This  was  the  great  centre  of 
af^tation.  When  it  vas  commenced  here,  its 
bandiil  influence  must  spread  over  the  whole 
Union.  Deeply  impressed  with  the  belief,  he 
had  for  two  years,  when  abolition  memorials 
were  presented,  uniformly  voted  in  favor  of 
such  a  disposition  of  them  as  would  prevent 
useless  ana  dangerous  discussion  upon  this 
theatre. 

Mr.  Oalhoitn'  said,  that  in  compliance  with 
the  urgent  wishes  of  his  friends,  rather  than 
with  his  own  judgment,  he  would  consent  to 
▼ote  for  the  resolution  as  amended.  It  had 
imdergone  important  modifications,  making  it 
out  stronger  than  at  first,  but  yet  it  was  still 
very  feeble,  and  not  at  all  suited  to  the  occa- 
sion. 

On  taking  the  question  to  agree  to  the  reso- 
lution as  modified,  namely : 

Jtesolved,  That  any  attempts  of  Congress  to  abolish 
davery  in  any  Territory  of  the  United  States,  in 
whioh  it  exists,  would  create  serious  alarm  and  just 
^>preheiiBion  in  the  States  sustiuning  that  domestic 
institution ;  would  be  a  violatioD  of  good  faith  tow- 
ards tlie  inhabitants  of  any  such  Territory  who 
have  been  permitted  to  settle  with,  and  hold  slaves 
therein ;  because  tha  people  of  any  such  Territory 
have  not  asked  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  therein ; 
and  because,  when  any  such  Territory  shall  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  as  a  State,  the  people  thereof 
will  be  entitled  to  decide  that  question  exclusively 
for  themselves : 

It  was  determined  in  the  afiSrmative — 
TxAS. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alaiiama,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Orundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  derrick,  Nicholas, 
Kiles,  KforveU,  IMerce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roan,  Robin- 
SOD,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tipton, 
Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 86. 
'  Nats. — Messrs.  Clayton,  Davis,  Knight,  HcKean, 
Ptentias,  Robbnis,   Smith   of  Indiana,  Swift,  and 


TmntSDikY,  January  12. 
Mr.  GaXKowCi  Betolution*. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Calhouv  on  the 
27th  of  December,  in  relation  to  Domestic 
Slavery,  the  sixth  resolution  being  under  con- 
sideration. 

Ifr.  Oalhottn  said  that  frequent  attacks  had 
been  mode  on  the  resolution  under  considera- 
tion, in  advance,  which  he  did  not  think  were 
altogether  fair.  The  Senate  bad  determined  to 
consider  each  resolution  by  itself.  We  had 
now  arrived  at  the  sixth,  and  one  of  the  most 
important  in  the  whole  series.  He  had  review- 
ed it  with  core,  and  believed  it  was  critically 
true  and  correct  in  all  its  parts ;  and  now  stood 
prepared  to  meet  and  repel,  he  trusted  snccess- 
niUy,  all  attacks  that  might  be  made  on  it. 


Its  first  and  fimdamental  position  is,  that 
the  Union  rests  on  an  equality  among  the  8eTe^ 
al  States  that  compose  it.  To  support  so  ob- 
rioos  a  truth,  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
cite  various  parts  of  the  constitution,  wbich 
expressly  recognize  it ;  nor  to  refer  to  the  joiv- 
nals  of  tho  convention  that  formed  the  consti- 
tutjon,  nor  the  debates  of  the  conventions  of  the 
States  by  which  it  was  adopted ;  all  of  which 
would  prove  that  it  was  constantly  adbd  on  as 
the  principle  on  which  the  Union  rested,  and 
that,  as  such,  it  was  watched  throughout  witk 
the  greatest  care  and  jealousy. 

The  next  position  assumed  was.  that  what- 
ever destroyed  this  equality,  tended  to  destroy 
the  Union  itself.  One  so  manifestly  and  irre- 
sistibly true,  if  the  first  be  conceded,  as  not  to 
admit  of  dispute. 

The  next  declares  that  it  is  the  solemn  duty 
of  all,  but  especially  of  this  body,  which  repre- 
sented the  States  in  their  corporate  capadty, 
to  resist  all  attempts  to  discriminate  between 
the  States,  in  the  action  of  this  Government,  so 
as  to  give  one  an  advantage  over  ancvther, 
which  is  no  less  clear. 

The  next  asserts,  that  to  refuse  to  extend  to 
the  Southern  and  Western  States  any  advantage 
fairly  due  them,  and  which  might  tend  to 
strengthen  them,  or  render  them  more  secoR^ 
by  extending  their  limits  and  population  by  the 
annexation  of  additional  territories  or  new 
Stat«8,  on  the  ground  that  their  domestic  insfi- 
tntions  were  sinful,  immoral,  or  otherwise  ob- 
noxious, would  be  contrary  to  that  equally 
intended  to  be  secured  by  the  constitution 
alike  to  all  the  members  of  the  Union.  It 
claims  nothing  for  the  Southern  and  Western 
States  on  account  of  their  domestic  institntions. 
It  simply  asserts,  that  to  withhold  advantages 
on  their  account,  to  which  they  would  other 
wise  be  fairly  entitled,  would  be  contrary  to 
the  equality  to  which,  as  members  of  the  Unioo, 
they  are  entitled.  It  does  not  a£5nn  that  new 
territory  or  States  (Texas  in  a  word)  should  bt 
annexed.  That  is  left  an  open  question,  to  be 
decided  whenever  it  may  be  presented,  on  iti 
general  merits,  in  reference  to  the  whole,  h 
well  as  the  adjacent  section,  and  not  on  th« 
ground  of  the  peculiar  character  of  the  dtanes- 
tic  institutions  of  the  States  of  that  section,  on 
which  the  Vermont  resolutions  and  the  hun- 
dreds of  petitions  which  have  been  presented, 
place  it. 

Thus  regarded,  he  would  ask  if  there  was  any 
one  who  would  venture  to  controvert  this  po- 
sition f 

It  is  next  and  finally  asserted  in  the  resolntiaii, 
that  to  withhold  from  the  Southern  and  West- 
em  States  the  equality  of  advantages  to  whidt 
they  are  entitled,  would  be,  in  efifeot,  to  dis- 
franchise them,  and  to  subject  them  to  all  the 
burdens  of  the  Government,  without  its  advan- 
tages— a  proposition  too  clear  to  admit  of  ail- 
ment or  illustration.  He  had  now  stated  dear 
ly  and  distinctly  every,  position  taken  in  the 
resolution,  and  he  oaUed  <»  the  Senator  fnai 
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Eentncky,  (Mr.  Olat,)  and  others  who  had  at- 
tacked it  in  advance,  to  bring  forward  their 
objections  now,  when  the  resolntion  is  before 
US,  and  when  their  assaolts  can  be  fturlj  met. 
All  ho  asked  was,  that  their  objections  should 
be  specific — no  generalities ;  no  abstractions. 

IJT.  Peeston  moved  to  laj  the  resolntion  on 
the  table,  on  the  ground  that  this  branch  of  the 
subject  would  be  more  appropriately  discussed 
in  connection  with  the  resolutions  introduced 
by  him  for  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  be- 
cause it  would  be  more  advantageous  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  South  to  take  me  qnestion  in- 
volved on  the  Texas  resolutions. 

Mr.  Calhoun  would  assure  his  colleagoe  that 
he  had  not  the  slightest  intention  to  interfere 
with  his  resolution  in  reference  to  Texas  ;*  nor 
did  he  Uiink  there  could,  by  possibility,  be  any 
interference.  They  related  to  different  objects. 
£Qs  was  introduced,  as  antagonist  to  the  Ver- 
mont resolutions,  and  the  various  petitions 
against  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  Sooth. 
Among  other  objections,  they  took  position 
against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union, 
on  the  ground  that  our  peculiar  institutions 
were  sinful  and  immoral.  In  drawing  up  these 
resolutions,  he  felt  himself  compelled  to  cover 
the  whole  ground  assumed  against  us,  and  could 
not  by  possibility  omit  so  prominent  a  one  as 
the  objection  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  with- 
out a  manifest  surrender  of  one  of  our  most  im- 
portant points  to  the  Abolitionists. 

The  resolution  of  his  colleague  was,  on  the 
contrary,  a  direct  question  of  annexation,  which 
opened  tbe  whole  ground,  in  the  broadest  view 
(a  policy  and  the  constitution.  The  only  effect 
of  the  adoption  of  his  resolntion  would  be  to 
raise  one  of  these  questions,  and  that  not  the 
least  embarrassing,  and  as  such  could  have  no 
possible  ii\jurious  effect  on  the  resolntion  offer- 
ed by  his  colleague.  But  he  understood  his 
colleagae  to  say,  that  a  decision  on  his  (Mr.  O.'s) 
resolntion  could  be  had  under  his,  which  was 
broader,  and  that  it  would  be  more  easy  to  get 
a  favorable  decision  on  the  whole  question  than- 
on  the  isolated  point  which  his  presented. 

Mr.  0.  said  he  could  not  but  believe  that  his 
colleague  was  mistaken.  Even  an  affirmative 
decision  would  not  cover  the  broad  and  general 
principle  of  equality,  and  wonld  discriminate 
between  the  institutions  of  the  States  of  the 
Union,  which  his  resolution  asserted,  and  which 
bo  believed  to  be  all-important  to  the  skve- 
bolding  States  to  be  recognized.  Nothing  more 
could  be  inferred  from  such  a  decision  than 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it 
was  expedient  to  annex  Teias,  without  a  dis- 
tinct recognition  of  any  one  principle  on  which 
it  might  be  admitted.  But  he  could  not  think, 
with  his  colleague,  that  it  would  be  more  easy 
to  annex  Texas  than  to  pass  the  resolntion 
under  conaderation.  It  presented  but  a  single 
point,  and  that  so  unquestionable  as  to  com- 


mand the  assent  of  all  who  did  not  deny  so 
fundamental  a  principle  of  our  Union  as  the 
political  equality  of  the  members  who  composed 
it ;  whUe  Lis  colleague's  presented,  and  would 
have  to  encounter,  all  the  possible  objections 
wliich  could  be  urged  against  the  annexation, 
constitutionally ;  and  all  objections  as  to  time, 
as  to  mode,  as  to  its  effects  on  our  relations  with 
Mexico,  as  to  its  disturbing  the  eqnilibrinm  of 
the  Union,  as  to  the  hazard  of  extending  its  pres- 
ent limits,  as  to  its  constitutionality,  and  many 
othersbesidesthe  onepresentedin  his  resolutions, 
resolutions. 

His  colleagne  had  objected  to  acting  on  this 
resolntion,  on  the  ground  that  it  wonld  bring 
up  the  whole  Texan  question.  He  must  think 
that  he  was  mistaken  in  his  suppositions.  The 
debate  heretofore  has  been  strictly  confined  to 
the  questions  involved  in  the  resolutions,  and 
he  saw  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  wonld 
be  a  departure  on  the  present  occasion.  Its 
decision  involved  none  of  the  regular  and  fair 
objections  that  might  be  urged  against  its  ad- 
mission. To  involve  them'  in  the  discussion, 
wonld  be  unftur,  and  would  be  a  tacit  confes- 
sion, on  the  part  of  those  who  should  force 
such  topics  into  the  discussion,  that  his  resolu- 
tion was  true,  and  could  not  be  fairly  met.  He 
could  not  believe  the  able  members,  who  he 
expected  would  be  opposed  to  the  resolution, 
would  take  a  course  bo  nnworthv  of  them.  If 
they  believe  the  resolution  to  be  true,  he  ex- 
pected them  to  say  so,  and  to  vote  for  it ;  but 
if  not,  to  say  so,  and  to  assign  their  reasons 
boldly  and  directly,  and  not  to  kill  it  by  argu- 
ments foreign  to  tiie  question. 

In  conclusion,  he  expressed  his  regret  that 
his  colleague  should  think  proper  to  make  the 
motion  he  did,  and  would  assure  him  that, 
whatever  might  be  their  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  great  political  questions  of  the  day,  he 
would,  on  all  occasions,  abstdn  from  making 
any  motion  to  embarrass  any  measure  which 
he  might  think  proper  to  introduce. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Prkstoit, 
the  question  was  taken  on  his  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  it  was  adopted —  • 

Yeas.— Uessrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
CuthbCTt,  Davis,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  iWght, 
Lyon,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Nilea,  Nor- 
vell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Web- 
ster, White,  Williams,  and  Wrigbt— 85. 

Kays. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Pul- 
ton, Lumpkin,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Walker,  and 
Young— 9. 

So  the  resolntion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


*  Hr.  Calhonn'a  rewlatlons  wen  Introdncad  on  the  STth 
DMsmbar,  aad  lb.  Preito&'<  on  the  At3i  iuauij,  «n  a  pie- 
Tiou  Dotioe,  gtren  «arljr  In  the  toisloii. 


MoRDAT,  January  16. 
Jfeutred  Belatien*. 
The  bill  to  amend  the  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against 
tiie  United  States,  was  tak«i  np. 
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Ur.  BuoH&NAN  Bud:  The  Committee  on  For- 
eign Belatioos  have  carefiiU^  examined  the  act 
of  the  aoth  April,  1818,  vhioh  embodied  all 
the  former  laws  on  the  subject  of  onr  nentral 
relationa,  and  have  fonnd  that  it  is  well  adapted 
to  enforce  the  observance  of  our  duties  tow- 
ards "belligerent  nations.  They,  therefore,  do 
not  propose  to  make  any  material  change  in  its 
protons.  Under  that  law,  the  citizens  of  the 
iFnited  States  are  not  prohibited  from  carrying 
on  any  trade  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  nations ; 
nor  is  it  the  purpose  of  this  bill  to  abridge  or 
interfere  with  any  such  lawful  trade.  The  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States  have  an  unquestion- 
able right  to  sell  arms  and  munitions  of  war  to 
the  citizens  or  subjects  of  belligerent  powers 
who  come  here  to  purchase  them,  without  any 
violation  of  our  neutral  obligations.  After  this 
purchase  has  be^i  made,  me  buyer  must  get 
these  articles  to  the  place  of  their  destination  as 
well  as  he  can.  If  they  are  captured  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  country,  by  the  forces 
of  his  enemy,  he  sustains  the  loss;  but  that  en- 
emy has  no  right  to  ask  our  Government  to 
prevent  such  sales.  Agun :  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  may  carry  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  for  sale  to  one  belligerent  nation  with- 
out violating  the  neutrality  of  his  country  tow- 
ards the  other.  Such  a  trade  is  not  prohibited 
by  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  true  that  such  ar- 
ticles, if  captured  by  the  enemy  on  their  pas- 
sage, will  be  forfeited  as  contraband  of  war ; 
but  this  is  the  only  penalty  imposed  on  such  a 
trade  by  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  a  question 
in  whidi  the  Grovemment  of  the  neutral  conn- 
try  has  no  concern.  Our  policy  has  ever  been 
to  promote  the  greatest  freedom  of  commerce 
oonustent  with  our  neutral  obligations.  As  re- 
gards our  trade  by  sea  with  all  foreign  nations 
in  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  this  bill  makes 
no  change. 

We  have  three  neighbors  on  our  frontiers, 
Qanada,  Texas,  and  Mexico ;  and  the  duties  of 
good  neighborhood  required  something  more 
from  us  in  relation  to  them  than  could  be  strict- 
ly demanded  under  the  law  of  nations.  In 
Europe,  reciprocal  treaties  between  contermi- 
nous nations  generally  regulate  this  matter. 
In  order  to  preserve  peace  along  the  frontiers, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  such  regulations 
should  exist.  It  is  against  all  reason  and  jus- 
tice, that  in  case  of  a  sudden  commotion  m  a 
nei^boring  country  along  our  frontiers,  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  should  be  permit- 
ted to  take  part  with  the  insurgents,  by  fiir- 
nishing  them  with  vessels,  arms,  and  munitions 
of  war,  for  the  express  purpose  of  aiding  and 
flssistiDg  in  such  hostilities.  If  tiiis  be  tolerat- 
ed, then  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  people  along 
the  borders  of  our  country  to  force  the  whole 
nation  into  a  war,  whenever  any  number  of 
dissatisfied  individuals  rise  against  the  estab- 
liiAied  Gk>Temment  of  a  neighboring  State.  It 
is  our  duty  to  prevent  our  citizois  fi-om  aiding 
in  every  revolationary  movement  against  a 
neighboring  Goverament.    To  prevent  and  to 


remedy  such  evils,  is  the  sole  object  of  the 
present  bilL  This  bill  inflicts  no  peoalties 
whatever :  it  is  a  measure  of  prevention,  not 
of  punishment.  The  first  section  provides  for 
the  seizure  of  any  vessel  belonging  to  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  arms  and  mu- 
nitions of  war  which  may  be  found  therein, 
which  is  about  to  pass  our  frontier,  when  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  shall  render  it  proba- 
ble that  she  is  destined  to  be  employed  m  car- 
rying on  hostilities  agunst  tiie  citizens,  sub- 
jects, or  property  of  a  conterminous  friendljr 
State  or  Territory,  or  in  giving  aid  or  comfort 
to  the  persons  carrying  on  such  hostilities,  by 
oonveymg  to  their  assistance  men,  arms,  or 
munitions  of  war.  The  vessel  and  the  amis 
thus  seized  are  to  be  restored  to  the  owner,  m 
soon  as  he  gives  security  that  they  shall  not  be 
employed  in  violating  the  provisions  of  the  InU. 
In  case  he  shall  not  give  such  security,  thqr 
will  be  detained  until  the  President  orders  them 
to  be  restored.  It  will  strike  every  Senator  at 
once,  that  such  a  provision  is  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  tranquillity  of  the  country  alon^  the 
lakes  and  rivers  which  are  the  boundaries  of 
our  territory. 

The  second  section  makes  a  similar  proviaon 
for  the  seizure  and  detention  of  arms  and  mmu- 
tions  of  war  belon^ng  to  a  citizen  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  when  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
render  it  probable  that  they  are  about  to  be 
carried  across  the  frontier  for  the  same  hostile 
purposes. 

Such  provisions  are  not  new  to  our  law. 
The  10th  and  11th  sections  of  the  act  of  April, 
1818,  afford  a  precedent  for  the  first  two  sec- 
tions of  this  bill.  The  owner  of  any  vefisd  de- 
scribed in  those  sections,  before  it  is  permitted 
to  leave  the  United  States,  is  obliged  to  give 
security  that  it  shall  not  be  employed  in  carry- 
ing on  hostilities  against  a  friendly  power. 

Hr.  B.  said  he  had  seen  a  letter  from  Qd. 
McNabb,  commanding  a  portion  of  her  Britan- 
nic Miyesty's  forces  in  Canada,  in  which  be  not 
only  avows  that  the  outrage  on  the  steambott 
Caroline  was  committed  by  his  orders,  but  be 
glories  in  the  deed.  He  fancies  that  a  cimtain 
m  the  royal  navy  has  acquired  fresh  lauim  by 
becoming  his  agent  in  conducting  this  cowardly 
attack  upon  our  unarmed  and  unsuspecting 
citizens.  If  any  thing  were  wanting  to  aggnr 
vate  the  enormity  of  this  wanton  outrage  npoo 
our  territory  and  jurisdiction,  it  would  be  foond 
in  its  open  avowal  of  justification  by  a  British 
ofScer,  high  in  command.  The  British  Gov- 
ernment would  have  had  an  equal  right  to  send 
one  of  their  ships  of  war  into  the  liarbor  of 
Boston  or  New  York,  to  capture  any  Amoicsn 
vessel  at  anchor  there,  which  they  sn^>ected 
of  hostile  intentions  agtunst  th  eir  country.  The 
sovereignty  and  jnrismction  of  the  United  Ststai 
over  our  own  territory  has  been  grossly  violat- 
ed ;  and  if  any  thing  could  prevent  him  fro** 
doing  his  duty  in  regard  to  this  bill,  it  wonWbe 
the  indignant  feelings  which  had  been  exdted 
in  his  bosom  by  a  perusal  of  this  letter  of  OoL 
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MoNabb.  But  the  wrong  which  we  have  suf- 
fered ought  not  to  prevent  us  from  doing  jus- 
tice. We  were  bound  to  perform  our  duties 
towards  all  nations ;  and  we  were  imperatively 
bound  to  demand  of  the  British  Government  to 
liold  Oolonel  MoNabb  to  a  strict  account  fer  his 
conduct. 

He  would  now  conclude,  hj  ofTering  three 
sectioiu  as  a  substitnte  for  the  first  three  sec- 
tjons  of  the  bill.  The  purpose  was  to  render 
the  bill  more  specific. 

Mr.  RuooLBS  hoped  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
eylvania  would  not  press  the  oonmderation  of 
wB  amendment  at  the  present  time.  He  was  not 
now  prepared  to  say  what  effect  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  would  have  upon  the  condition  of 
things  on  our  North-eastern  border.  It  is 
doubtless  in  the  recollection  of  the  committee, 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  territory  of  Midne  is 
now,  and  haa  been  for  a  nnmber  of  years,  in 
the  possession  of  Great  Britain.  If  troops  or 
arms  should  be  transported  into  that  part 
of  the  territory  of  Mune  by  the  Government 
of  that  State,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  posses- 
rion  of  and  defending  it,  would  it  be  a  violation 
at  the  provisions  or  the  bill,  and  Justify  the 
President  in  ordering  their  apprehension  and 
seizure  Y  If  this  Government  aoes  not  protect 
her  Jurisdictional  rights,  be  trusted  she  would 
be  left  at  liberty  to  defend  her  own  soiL  He 
said  it  was  understood  that  despatohes  had 
been  recently  received  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, or  are  soon  expected.  They  might 
perhaps  contain  something  from  that  Govern- 
ment relating  to  the  subjtot  of  the  boundary. 
If  saiia&ctory,  very  welL  If  the  matter  is  Ic^ 
where  it  has  been  for  the  last  eight  or  ten 
years,  it  will  be  time  to  consider  wnether  onr 
relations  with  that  Government  require  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  or  what  modifications  it 
ought  to  receive. 

Mr.  Buchanan  saii:  The  amendment  he 
had  proposed  to  this  bill  did  not  vary  its  sev- 
eral principles  in  any  respect ;  but  it  confined 
their  operation,  in  express  tonus,  to  the  foreign 
States  and  colonies  conterminous  with  the 
Unit^  States.  The  committee  thought  that 
tb»  bill  required  this  amendment ;  otherwise  it 
mi^ht  possibly  interfere  with  the  general  law 
which  regulated  onr  trade  with  foreign  nations. 
If  the  Senator  (Mr.  Buoolis)  had  any  amend- 
ment to  offer  in  reference  to  Mune,  it  would  be 
as  well  to  consider  it  now  as  at  any  other  time. 
The  committee  bad  charged  him  with  the  duty 
of  bringing  forward  this  bill  at  the  earliest 
period,  and  it  was  his  fault,  perhaps,  that  it 
had  been  delayed  till  the  abolition  question  was 
determined. 

Mr.  Ruoauts  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
by  that  Senator,  nor  by  the  Senate,  as  having 
'  any  dispomtion  to  throw  unreasonable  embar- 
rassments in  the  way  of  the  progress  of  the 
bill.  He  alluded  to  the  information  we  have 
received  this  morning,  that  the  gross  and  fla- 
grant outrage  on  the  ffiagara  frontier,  (he  re- 
ferred to  the  attack  upon,  and  destenction  of 


the  Oaroline,)  was  avowed  by  the  commanding 
officer  in  that  vicinity,  as  having  been  commit- 
ted  by  his  direction. 

Mr.  Bvohakan  conddered  that  it  would  be 
very  unfortunate  if  the  question  of  the  Maine 
boundary  should  be  mixed  up  with  the  matters 
contained  in  this  bilL  At  present,  he  under- 
stood from  high  authority,  that  an  answer 
was  daily  expected  at  the  Department  of  State, 
from  the  British  Government,  to  the  last  prop- 
oration  made  by  this  Government.  The  nego- 
tiation was  about  to  close ;  and,  at  this  mo- 
ment, to  take  the  qnestion  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Executive,  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  ex- 
ceedingly ill-timed. 

The  amendment  did  no  more  than  to  define, 
with  greater  precision,  the  objects  to  which  the 
bill  was  intended  to  apply. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  REPBESXNTATITZa 

TtncsDAT,  January  16. 

Mimttippi  Meetion. 

Mr.  Bbonson  moved  the  following  reeoln- 
tions: 

Eetolved,  That  a  S.  Prentiss  and  Thomas  J.  Word 
ire  not  memben  of  the  26th  Congress,  and  are  not 
entitled  to  seats  in  this  House. 

Mr.  "WisK  moved  the  preliminary  motion  that 
the  gentlemen  referred  to  have  leave  to  appear 
within  the  bar  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BsLL  referred  to  the  case  of  Arnold  of 
Tennessee,  and  proposed  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion BO  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the  precedent 
established  in  that  case,  as  follows : 

Jietolvtd,  That  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  Tbonus  J. 
Word  have  leave  to  occupy  seats  within  the  bar  of 
this  House  pending  the  discuauon  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections  upon  their  ^plicatltm; 
and  that  they  liave  leave  to  speak  to  the  merits  of 
their  application,  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
thereon. 

Mr.  WisK  accepted  the  modification,  and  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  Spbaeeb  then  directed  the  officers  of 
the  House  to  provide  seats  for  Messrs.  Prentin 
and  Word,  and  informed  them  that  they  were 
at  liberty  to  address  the  House  in  relation  to 
their  application. 

Mr.  ^owABD  renewed  his  application  to  pie- 
sent  a  fsper  prepared  by  Mr.  Claibobns,  one 
of  the  sitting  members,  who  was  confined  to 
his  bed  from  illness,  which  was  read  as  follows; 

[bxtbact.] 
Mr.  Claibom^t  Argument. 
A.  severe  Qlnees,  wliich  oonfinee  me  to  my  rooo, 
will  prevent  my  taking  put,  personally,  in  the  dia> 
oussion  of  the  qoesttons  in  which  I  am  interested, 
growing  out  of  the  recent  elections  in  the  State  <n 
MiaaiselppL  I  feel  it  to  be  pn^jerand  neeeasary, 
therefore,  to  eomniniiiqate,  in  writings  those  views 
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wbicfa,  were  I  able,  I  should,  at  a  fitting  time,  ezpreas 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Bepresentativea.  This 
course  seems  to  be  the  more  requisite,  inasmuch  as 
mj  colleague,  who  has  a  joint  interest  with  me  in  the 
eobject,  is  also  confined  to  his  room  b;  indisposition. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  kindness  and  ability  of  the 
'friends  who,  in  my  absence,  will  maintain  my  rights ; 
and  perhaps  I  may  only  weaken  the  effect  of  their 
exertions  in  my  behalf,  by  what  I  may  now  say.  I 
believe,  too,  that  no  nnfidr  advantage  of  my  absence 
would  be  taken  by  any  one  member  of  the  House. 
But  it  is  right  that  Uie  views  entertuned  by  me 
Aould  be  expressed,  in  justice  to  myself,  so  that, 
irtiatever  may  be  the  result,  there  may  remain  some 
evidence  that  I  supported,  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
what  I  conceive  to  be  the  cause  of  those  whose  votes 
entitled  me  to  a  seat  upon  the  floor ;  and  that  there 
may  be  no  ground  for  saying  hereafter,  that,  from 
overweening  confidence,  or  careleasness,  or  doubt,  I 
did  not  avw  myself  of  the  best  opportunity  of  doing 
80  that  drcomstances  afforded.  I  am  fully  per- 
Boaded,  too,  that  the  gentlemen  who  claim  the  seats 
of  my  colleague  and  myself,  would  themselves  prefer 
that  we  should  adopt  this  mode  of  presenting  our 
Tiews  to  the  House ;  so  that  their  success,  were  they 
to  succeed  even,  might  not,  in  any  d^ree,  be  at- 
tributable to  OUT  absence  or  our  dlence. 

At  the  spedal  session  in  September  last,  the  House, 
after  full  investigadon,  dedded  that  my  colleagne  and 
myself  were  entitled  to  our  seats  for  the  entire  term 
of  the  26th  Congress.  The  question  then  settled  was 
one  of  law,  arising  out  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
TTnited  States  and  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 
The  only  facts  involved  were  the  proclamation  of  the 
Qovemor  of  that  State,  and  the  consequent  election, 
by  a  majority  of  votes,  of  my  colleague  and  myself; 
facts  which  no  one  then  or  since  has  pretended  to 
deny,  and  &e  evidence  of  which  was  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  and  afterwards  before  the  House. 
Ahhough  we  were  the  only  persons  claiming  seats  as 
memben  elect  fh>m  Mississippi,  the  decision  made 
in  our  case  cannot  be  termed  an  ex  jxft*  one.  An 
ex  parti  decision  is  one  in  which  the  facts  on  one  tide 
only  are  exhibited ;  or,  all  the  facts  being  exhibited, 
the  argument  on  one  side  only  is  heard.  In  the  case 
of  my  colleague  and  myself  our  right  to  qualify  was 
denied  and  put  in  issue,  when  we  presented  ourselves 
for  that  purpose,  before  the  House  was  organized. 
The  affirmative  and  negative  of  the  proposition  were 
distinctly  made  out,  and  their  respective  supporters 
in  the  House  were  arrayed  against  each  other.  My 
colleagne  and  myself  were,  in  fact,  placed,  by  the 
course  that  was  pursued,  upon  the  defenave ;  and  in 
the  prolonged  debate  to  which  the  subject  gave  rise, 
the  talent,  industry,  perseverance,  and  warmth  mani- 
fested on  both  mdes,  left  nothing  unsaid  which,  by 
way  of  argument  or  illustration,  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  questions  involved  in  the  discussion. 
Keither  for  want  of  facts  nor  of  argument,  tlverefore, 
can  the  decision  of  the  House,  in  September  last,  in 
the  matter  of  the  Misassippi  election,  be  called  an  ex 
forte  one ;  but  it  most  be  considered  as  a  grave  and 
solemn  acyu(Ucation  deliberately  made  by  this  compe- 
tent and  only  authority. 

The  question  that  now  presents  Itself  is.  Shall  the 
decision  thus  made,  be  reviewed,  to  the  end  that  it 
may  be  reversed ;  because,  differing  in  opinion  from 
a  m^ority  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Missismppi,  pursuing  the  literal  tenor  of  a 
law  of  that  State,  baa  ordered  a  new  election  to  fill  a 
nq^Msed  vacancy  in  its  tq>re8ent*tion,  after  the 


House  of  Bepresentativea,  the  only  oonstitutiaul 
judge  in  the  matter,  had  determined  tliat  do  sudi  n- 
cancy  existed  ?  Had  the  new  election  not  been  order- 
ed,  or  had  the  present  claimants  not  appeared,  it  n  not 
for  a  moment  to  be  supposed  that  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives,  of  its  own  motion,  would  have  rerened 
its  decision  in  favor  of  my  colleague  and  mynlf,  at 
this  or  ai  any  other  time.  Is  thera  any  thing  in  tfaa 
ttxAa  which  requires  it  to  do  so  now  f  Has  any  new 
fact  necessary  to  a  correct  decision  been  broof^  to 
light,  which  was  not  before  the  Committee  of  B«e- 
tions  and  the  House  in  September  last  ? 

I  have  heard  it  suggested  that,  in  Septemho',  the 
credentials  of  my  colleague  and  myself  were  not  be- 
fore the  committee.    Now,  it  is  well  known  that  the 
credentials  of  a  meml^er  elect  are  rarely,  if  ever,  de- 
manded, when  he  presents  himself  to  qualify ;  ud 
that,  perhaps,  not  one-half  of  the'members  have  &dr 
credentials  in  their  possession.    All  that  is  neceavy 
is  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  election  of  the  indiTid- 
ual.     The  law  points  ont  no  particalar  B)ode  n 
which  this  is  to  be  given.    The  House,  whidi,  by  the 
constitution,  is  "  the  judge  of  the  eiettiom,  nliini, 
and  gualifieoHotu,  of  its  own  members,"  is  the  jo^Pi 
necessarily,  of  the  tvidenee  of  their  election,  or,  b 
other  words,  their  eredentiali ;  and  casts  have  oe- 
curred  in  which  the  House,  not  satisfied  with  die 
evidence  of  dection  presented,  has  taken  testimiqy 
to  show  that  the  party  presenting  it  has  reeeiTed 
illegal  votes;  and  therefore,  although  holding  the 
ordmary  credentials,  was  not  entitied  to  hia  setf. 
The  credentials  of  the  ordinary  form  are,  therefore, 
of  themselves,  of  no  binding  authority ;  and  if  tte 
exhibition  of  them  would  not  estop  an  examioatioo 
into  our  titie  to  our  seats,  the  want  of  them,  if  the 
House  were  satisfied  of  our  election  by  otiiermeati^ 
could  not  defeat  our  title :  this  is  evident.     Hie 
evidence  of  our  right  to  our  seats,  preaented  m  Sq>- 
tember  last,  was  a  statement  from  the  Seeretaiy  of 
State  of  Mistisappi,  under  the  great  seal  of  office,  of 
the  votes  cast  in  tiie  then  recent  (July)  electioB.  Hw 
ordinary  certificate  of  election,  or  credentials,  *a» 
forwarded  to  my  colleague,  but  never  reocired  by 
him.     Those  sent  to  me  were  received ;  butf  per- 
ceiving that  they  contained  the  limitation  of  the  term 
of  service  mentioned  in  the  Govemor'a  writ  to  hold 
the  election,  we  applied  for,  and  obtained,  the  etete- 
ment  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  be  used  in  their 
stead.    All  this  was  distincUy  stated  by  ns  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections  in  September  last    Nov  die 
only  matter  which  appeared  in  the  credentialB,  be- 
sides ibe  election  of  my  colleagne  and  mysd^  *>^ 
that  we  were  elected  for  the  special  seation  only. 
This  is  all  that  is  pretended.    Bad  this  append  il 
the  credentials  only — ^had  we,  by  not  presentaig  the 
credentials,  withheld  the  only  evidence  of  this  n* 
ter,  there  would  be  some  ground  for  the  snggestioB 
now  made,  that  the  credentials,  not  having  been  be 
fore  the  committee  or  the  House,  all  the  fiwta  ven 
not  presented ;  and  that  the  case,  at  tiiis  time,  dwud 
be  reopened  to  let  in  a  new  fact    But  is  ttowj 
Why,  what  was  the  question  that  so  Imig  '^^"V^ 
Hie  attention  of  tiie  House  in  September  f  Pid  it  not 
grow  out  of  the  very  fact,  now  pretended  to  be  a 
new  one,  that  the  Governor's  writ  was  for  an  electifln 
for  the  special  sesdon  only?   Was  not  the  only  qo* 
tion  before  the  Honse,  the  question  whether  we  were 
elected  for  the  special  session,  or  for  the  ™*  "^ 
of  tiie  Congress?     And  is  itnot  strange  ttatii 
should  be  contended  now,  tiiat  ti»  House  ins™- 
out  evidence  of  the  fart,  tiie  existeoce  of  whidi-«M 
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nneontroTerted  truth  of  ?rhich — tu  the  8ole  cause 
of  all  Ae  protracted  and  excited  debate  to  which  the 
Hinissippi  election  of  July  gare  rise?  The  &ct 
that  we  received  a  miyority  of  the  votes  then  cast, 
was  undeniable.  The  fact  that  those  votes  were  given 
at  an  election  held  under  a  writ  ordering  one  for  a 
leas  period  than  the  entire  Congress,  was  also  und^ 
niable ;  and  out  of  tUs  fact  grew  the  only  discosdon 
that  took  place. 

It  has  also  been  suggested  that  the  official  proc- 
lamation of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Uississippi, 
summing  up  the  whole  number  of  votes  given,  was 
not  presented  by  my  colleague  or  myself  to  the  com- 
mittee in  September  last  Such  proclamation  was 
never  given  to  us ;  but  if  it  had  been,  and  we  had 
presented  it,  it  would  have  only  amounted  to  proof, 
in  a  different  form,  of  that  of  wliich  other  proof  had 
already  satisfied  the  committee,  and  which  was  not 
then,  nor  has  it  since  been,  denied — our  election  by 
a  n^jotity  of  the  votes  cast  under  a  writ  ordering  an 
election  for  a  less  period  tlian  the  whole  term  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Congress. 

I  have  thus  shown  that  there  were  no  ftcts  exist- 
ing at  the  time  the  House  decided  the  rights  of  my 
ccmeague  and  myself  to  our  seats,  which  were  not 
then  blown  to  the  House ;  and  that  the  matter  now 
suggested  as  new,  so  far  from  being  so,  is  the  very 
matter  that  gave  rise  to  the  discussions  of  Septem- 
ber. The  fact  is  independent  of  the  form  in  wiiich 
it  is  presented :  and,  whether  the  House  was  in- 
formed tliat  the  election  at  which  we  were  choben 
represoitativee  was  held  for  a  shorter  term  than  the 
whole  Congress,  by  the  production  of  the  Govern- 
or's writ,  the  proclamation  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
the  exhibition  of  credentials  in  the  ordinary  form, 
or^miversal  admission  of  the  fact,  is  immaterial,  if 
the  Honse  was  in  the  posseanon  of  the  fact  when  it 
came  to  its  dedsion. 

JOHN  F.  H.  GLAIBOBNE. 

January  15,  1888. 


IN  SKN ATE. 

TiTESDAT,  January  16. 
Ytfrmont  Anti-Slavery  Setolutiofu. 

Mr.  Swnr  said  he  had  given  notidia  of  his 
intention  at  a  future  day  to  present  the  report 
and  resolntions  of  the  State  of  Yermont,  which 
had  been  offered  on  a  former  occasion,  bat 
withdrawn.  His  intention  was  not  to  bring 
{hem  before  the  Senate  until  the  discnssion  on 
the  resolutions  introduced  by  the  Senator  from 
Sonth  Carolina  (Mr.  Cjnaovrs)  had  been  finish- 
ed. As  that  discussion  was  presumed  to  be 
terminated,  he  would  now  Introduce  them.  He 
wonld  offer  no  other  apology  for  presenting 
them  now,  than  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  State. 
The  resolutions  spoke  for  themselves ;  nor  did 
Yermont  require  him  to  vindicate  them  on  that 
floor.  He  expressed  his  regret,  however,  that 
they  shotild  have  been  so  harshly  assailed  as 
they  had  been.  Not  only  the  sentiments  con- 
tuned  in  them,  but  the  motives  of  those  who 
adopted  them,  had  been  subjects  of  unjust  cen- 
sure and  reproach.  What  principles  were  as- 
serted that  should  call  forth  the  invectives  that 
had  fUlen  from  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 


of  the  House  ?  It  was  contended  that  Oongress 
had  the  power,  and  it  was  respectfully  asked  to 
exercise  that  power,  in  abolishing  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  over  which  it  was 
presumed  to  have  exclusive  control.  Could 
any  just  exception  be  taken  to  that?  Nothing 
has  been  hinted  by  the  Legislature  of  Yermont, 
that  Congress  ought  to  interfere  with  slavery 
in  the  States.  Such  an  opinion  was  nowhere 
breathed  in  the  document  before  them.  One 
of  the  resolutions  in  question  had  not  passed 
the  Legislature,  bat  received  the  sanction  of 
the  populai  branch  only,  that  might  have  as- 
serted doctrines  offensive  to  the  South.  It  was 
not  Vermont  only  that  was  opposed  to  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery,  but  it  was  the  general  feel- 
ing throughout  the  Northern  States.  The  an- 
nexation of  Texas,  which  was  looked  to  by  tho 
South  to  give  it  preponderance  over  the  North, 
was  presumed  by  many  to  involve  principles  of 
high  national  importance. 

Mr.  Pbkstos^  presumed  the  document  would 
not  have  been  presented,  unless  under  author- 
ity of  command,  in  obedience  to  higher  powers, 
where  the  servant  could  exercise  no  discretion. 
Coming  from  a  sovereign  State,  we  were,  he 
presumed,  bound  to  treat  it  with  respect  and 
deference.  Yermont  certunly  had  the  right 
to  come  here,  and  her  memorials  were  entitled 
to  reception  and  consideration.  But  the  ques- 
tion was  whether  we  were  to  respect  that  Gov- 
ernment more  than  this  Government.  Respect 
was  certainly  mutual  and  co-relative.  He  was 
disposed  to  speak  with  great  forbearance  on  tho 
subject. .  Here  was  a  report  wantonly  present- 
ed, characterized  by  language  which,  if  used 
by  any  individual  or  Senator  of  this  body, 
wonld  be  rejected  with  disdain.  In  it  the 
^nth  is  charged  with  immorality  and  irre- 
Ugion ;  and  when,  with  becoming  dignity,  we 
repel  the  charge,  we  are  "  nncourteons  "  and 
"  offensive  "  in  our  language.  Yes,  at  the  very 
moment  of  presenting  to  this  body  a  document, 
in  language  so  justly  characterized  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Alabama  as  false,  scandalous,  and  li- 
bellons — at  the  very  moment  of  presenting  a 
docnment  deliberately  concocted  by  order  of 
the  Yermont  Legislature,  the  member  present- 
ing it  complains  of  the  indignant  retort  of  those 
whose  feeUngs  are  outraged  and  insulted  by  it. 
While  we  are  stigmatized  as  debauched,  sen- 
sual, immoral,  sinful,  God-offendiug  creatures, 
and  when  we  speak  of  fanatics  and  incendiaries, 
we  are  rebuked  and  chidden.  Was  this  fair  t 
was  it  proper  t  So  long  and  so  tamely  had  the 
South  borne  ai\  this,  that  when  a  proper  reply 
was  made,  she  was  greeted  as  the  assailant: 
and  if  she  bore  it  much  longer,  Mr.  P.  would 
agree  that  she  was  all  she  had  been  repreeent- 

Mr.  Pbkntiss  was  not  prepared  to  say  there 
was  quite  as  much  fervor  in  the  LegisIatnTe  of 
Yermont  as  was  expressed  in  the  resolutions. 
As  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  had  been  oare- 
fnl  to  make  no  improner  or  exciting  remarks ; 
he  had  not  only  a  nign  respect  for  the  people 
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of  the  Soath ;  but  respect  their  feelings  in  relft- 
tioD  to  these  questions.  Mr.  P.,  however,  did 
not  like  to  hear  the  people  of  Vermont  branded 
as  fanatios  and  incendiaries,  because  they  chose 
to  assert  the  constitntional  power  of  Oonfress 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia. 

Kr.  OALHOinr  said  that,  as  a  States  rights 
man,  in  the  strongest  sense,  he  believed  that 
the  State  of  Vermont  had  a  right  to  come  there 
and  be  heard.  Upon  the  best  reflection  he 
oonld  give  to  the  snbject,  he  could  not  vote 
for  rejecting  the  resolations,  and,  dn  the  other 
hand,  he  conridered  the  language  to  be  so  ex- 
ceptionable that  he  could  not  vote  for  receiving 
them.  It  was  owing  to,  and  foreseeing  this 
diflSonlty,  that  he  had  introduced  the  series  of 
resolutions,  on  the  same  subject,  which  had 
been  so  recently  discussed  and  disposed  o^  and 
though  he  made  no  complaint,  he  profo'undlj 
regretted  that  he  had  been  disappointed  in  get- 
ting a  direct  vote  on  one  important  principle 
involved.  Situated  as  he  was,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  South,  which  was  so  vilely  ca^ 
hmmiated  in  these  resolutions,  he  oonld  not 
vote  for  receiving  them. 

Mr.  Roi.Ni  observed  that  these  resolations 
came  here  with  instructions  to  the  Senators 
ftom  Vermont  to  use  their  influence  to  cany 
out  the  objects  for  which  they  were  passed. 
They  were  equally  bound,  he  continued,  to 
press  them  forward  and  get  them  acted  on  in 
that  body.  He  entertuned  no  doubt  that  there 
were  assertions  contained  in  these  resolutions 
that  he,  as  an  individual  Senator,  could  not 
allow  to  be  true.  On  the  other  hand,  as  they 
eame  fiiom  a  sovereign  State,  he  could  not  say 
that  he  would  not  receive  them.  He  intended, 
therefore,  to  stand  neuter ;  and  when  these  res- 
olations Mould  be  received,  as  no  doubt  they 
would  be  by  the  votes  of  the  members  from  the 
non-slaveholding  States,  and  referred,  he  trust- 
ed that  they  would  be  referred  to  a  oonuuittee 
fix>m  those  States.  From  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee so  constituted,  at  least  one  advantage 
would  be  gained :  we  shall  understand  th^ 
true  position  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  Stbamqr  renewed  bis  motion  to  lay  the 
question  of  the  reception  of  the  resolutions  on 
tne  table — yeas  12,  nays  26. 

The  OHAne  then  said  that  the  resolutions 
were  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Swift  moved  that  they  be  laid  on  the 
table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama,  said  that  if  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  printing,  he  hoped  that  it 
would  be  divided,  and  taken  on  printing  the 
resolutions  and  accompanying  report  separate- 
ly. He  wished  to  know  distinctly  whether  the 
Senate  would  lend  its  aid  to  the  publication  of 
such  a  document  as  the  latter. 

Mr.  Swift  then  varied  his  motion,  so  as  to 
lay  all  the  papers  on  the  table,  which  was 
agreed  to. 


H0U8B  OP  EBPRKSKNTATTVKB. 

Wkdhudat,  Jannai7 17. 
Jfimmippi  Election. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tk 
MLssissippi  election  case,  the  qn^tions  pen&g 
being  as  follows : 

Mr.  Bbonson  moved  the  following  resolotiaii: 

Xttolvtd,  That  Hesns.  S.  &  Prentiss  tnd  T.  I 
Word  are  not  members  of  the  SSth  Congieaa,  ai 
■le  not  entitled  to  their  seats  in  the  Honse  u  roch. 

The  question  pending  being  on  the  motion  d 
Mr.  Bbix,  who  on  yesterday  moved  to  amend 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  £t$c)hed,^ 
and  inserting  as  follows : 

"  That  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  Sd  of 
October  last,  declaring  that  Savukl  J.  Gholsm  md 
John  F.  H.  Claibobnc  were  duly  elected  manbos 
of  the  SSth  Congress,  was  agreed  to  without  a  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  facts  which  were  material  to  tear 
rect  decidon  of  the  question  presented,  and  die  mm 
is  hereby  rescinded." 

Re»olved  further.  That  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Woid 
were  duly  elected  members  of  the  25th  Congreat,  6tai 
&e  State  of  Ifissisgippi,  in  November  la^  and  in 
entitled  to  take  their  seats  as  such. 

Mr.  Pbxxtibs  addressed  the  House  at  loigth 
against  the  sitting  members ;  and,  without  ood> 
eluding,  gave  way  to  Mr.  Ohaiibebs. 


DT  BEKATB. 

Thcbsdat,  January  18. 

Neutral  Eelatiotu. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  in  addition  to  tbe 
act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  agaiiut 
the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein 
mentioned,  approved  the  20th  of  April,  181^ 
was  read  tne  third  time  and  passed. 


HOUSE  OF  ESPBESENTATIVXa 

Fbidat,  January  19. 

Canada  Afairt. 

Mr.  FiLLKOBE  asked  the  consent  of  the  Honse 
to  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Rttolvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  TTnitedSliM 
be  requested,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  poUioii- 
terests,  to  communicate  to  this  House  any  infin*- 
tion  poeseased  by  him,  respecting  the  captnie  lal 
destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline  at  ScfaloMj 
during  the  night  of  Ae  8»th  (^  December  hit,  w 
the  murder  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  oa  botMi 
and  all  the  particulats  thereof  not  heretofore  a»- 
municated.  And  eq)ecially  to  inform  the  Home 
whether  said  capture  was  authorized,  commanded,  or 
sanctioned,  or  has  been  avowed  by  the  ^"''''' J^! 
thorities  or  officers,  or  any  of  them.  And,  also,  ™' 
steps  have  been  taken  by  him  to  obtain  satirfacW" 
from  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  on  a«om* « 
said  outrages.    And  to  oonammioat*  to  tlie  Hob» 
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any  eorrespondence  relative  tiiereto,  which  has  passed 
between  &e  GoTernmrait  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  or  any  of  the  poblic  antbwities  of 
either. 


IH  SEKATK. 

Fbidat,  January  10. 
Claim  of  Siehard  W.Meade. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executrix  of  the 
late  Bichard  W.  Meade  came  up. 

Mr.  HuBBAJtD  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
'With  instructioiis  to  amend  it,  bj  striking  out  the 
•eoond  section,  and  substituting  that  offered  hj 
the  Senator  from  Oonnecticnt,  (Mr.  IjluBe.) 
B^ected — ^yeas  17,  nays  24. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  passage 
of  the  bUl — it  was  carried  by 

YtiB. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Blade,  Brown,  Bn- 
durnan.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cathbert, 
Fnhon,  King,  Knicrht,  XcEean,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Norrell,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Southard,  Spence, 
Swift,  Talhnadge,  and  Walkei^as. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay- 
ton, Davis,  Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Pierce,  Rob- 
bins,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tip- 
toq,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young — 16. 


Monday,  January  23. 

The  YiOB  PmnisBBT  oommnnioated  a  letter 
from  the  Hon.  John  Biaok,  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Misdssippi,  resigning  his  seat  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read. 

AiUi-SUiieery,  and  Anti-Texai  Annexation  Peti- 
tion*. 

Hr.  MoKean  presraited  the  memorial  of  4,767 
women  of  Philadelphia,  praying  Congress  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  to  suppress 
the  slave-trade  between  the  different  States,  also 
ft  memorial  of  ninety-eight  women  of  Chester 
ocnmty,  Pennsylvania,  of  similar  import.  Also 
ft  memorial  from  Bobert  MoAlister  and  others, 
prftjing  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  immediate- 
If  in  the  Di^ct  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SntAiraE,  the  question  as 
to  the  reception  of  the  above  petitions  wasMd 
on  the  table. 


HOUBB  07  BEPBESEKTATIVSa 

TusssAT,  January  84. 
Seminole  Indians. 

Mr.  Oambrblbno  reported  a  bUl,  making  a 
partial  appropriation  for  the  suppression  of  In- 
dian hostdities  for  the  year  1888,  and  sent  to 
the  Clerk's  table,  to  be  read,  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  another  from  the  acting 
Quartermaster  Oeneral,  setting  forth  the  abso- 
late  necessity  for  an  immecU^  appropriation. 

Mr  0.  then  ezplaioed  that4>e  had  been  unan- 
faaoualy  instructed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 


and  Meam  to  report  this  bill  of  one  million  of 
dollars,  the  amount  required  for  the  year  beii^ 
12,460,000.  When  that  bill  should  come  up, 
there  would,  undoubtedly,  be  a  general  debate; 
but  in  order  that  the  operations  of  the  War  De- 
partment might  not  be  stopped,  and  that  the 
necessary  payments  might  be  made,  the  conunit- 
tee  had  directed  him  to  report  this  bill,  and  ask 
the  House,  when  it  was  referred  to  the  Cranmit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to 
go  at  once  into  committee  upon  it. 

Mr.  DowNara  expressed  his  hope  that  tha 
motion  of  the  gei^tlemanfrom  New  York  would 
prevail,  for  it  was  indispensable  that  this  bill 
should  bepassed  without  delay.  Two  thousand 
of  the  Florida  militia  have  been  disbanded 
without  having  been  paid.  If  this  course  is 
followed  up,  and  moneys  are  not  apmopriated, 
the  result  wUl  be  that  tixa  people  in  that  section 
of  eouBtry  will  lose  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  will  not  be  in  its  power  hereafter 
to  enlist  men.  into  the  service.  It  was  his  opin- 
ion that  this  war  would  be  brought  to  a  speedy 
termination,  if  the  means  were  pat  in  the  naads 
of  the  Government  for  carrying  it  on;  and 
gentlemen  need  not  be  apprehensive  of  its  pro- 
tongation. 

The  bill  having  been  ocMnmitted — ^the  Hooaa 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Coknob 
in  the  cbur,  and  proceeded  to  its  consideratioo. 

Mr.  WisK  inquired  if  this  bill  did  not  also 
contain  appropriaticms  for  other  branches  of 
the  Indian  service. 

Mr.  Cambbbueno  said  this  bill  was  for  appro* 
priations  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  ho^^- 
ties  generally. 

Mr.  WiBB  Sidd  this  bill  was  preoisdy  of  th« 
character  which  he  expected,  before  the  Honsa 
went  into  committee.  Instead  of  its  being  a 
mere  partial  appropriation  bill  for  the  immedi- 
ate exigencies  of  the  service  in  Florida,  it  was 
a  general  appropriation  bill  for  the  expenditures 
in  the  Indian  service.  It  was  in  this  way  that 
appropriations  were  extracted  from  this  House, 
like  teeth,  without  the  proper  investigation 
and  inqntry.  The  ofiBoers  of  Government 
waited  antU  appropriations  were  immediately 
wanted,  and  then  they  called  upon  the  House  to 
pass  them,  without  investigation,  without  in- 

Sniry,  and  without  discussion.  In  this  manner 
tiat  nine-tenths,  if  not  all  of  the  eight,  nine,  or 
ten  millions  of  dollars  which  had  been  appropri- 
ated for  this  fatal,  disastrous,  disgraceful  Semi- 
nole camptugn,  had  been  obtained.  We  have 
been  told  by  the  delegate  from  Florida  that  the 
troops  had  been  discharged  without  being  paid ; 
and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  tells  us  this 
money  is  wanting,  without  examination  and 
without  debate.  Was  this  the  way  appropria- 
tions were  to  be  made  ?  Would  any  corpora- 
tion or  coi]q>any  take  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
to  pay  the  expenditures  of  this  disgraceful  In- 
dian  war.  He,  for  one,  would  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  saying,  and  acting  out  what  he  said, 
that  he  would  not  appropriate  another  dollar 
for  this  purpose,  until  he  uad  some  infinmation 
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as  to  the  manner  in  which  former  appropria- 
tions had  been  expende<1,  and  mitil  he  had  cor- 
rect data  as  to  the  smn  now  needed.  He 
wished  to  know  how  much  had  been  expended 
for  steamboats  which  had  performed  no  serrioe 
to  the  Government,  and  the  amounts  paid  to 
heartless  contractors,  who  rendered  no  equiva- 
lent for  the  money  paid  them.  He  wished  in- 
formation, too,  in  relation  to  the  perfidy  which 
had  been  practised  by  the  officers  of  the  army 
towiu^s  these  Indians,  with  all  other  neoes- 
sai^  information,  before  he  was  prepared  to  vote 
for  any  other  and  farther  appropriations ;  as  he 
b<^eved  the  greatest  outrages  had  been  commit- 
ted upon  them,  whidi  was  the  only  reason  of 
the  war  being  kept  np. 

Mr.  DowNtNo  said  it  was  with  the  deepest 
regret  that  he  had  listened  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

The  gentleman  had  charged  that  the  war  was 
iniqaitoos  in  its  inception,  case  and  infamons  in 
its  uses,  and  would  be  ridicnlons  in  its  oondn- 
aion.'  But  he  would  tell  that  gentleman,  and 
be  defied  contradiction,  that  the  war  was  based 
on  a  solemn  treaty  with  the  Indians,  made  de- 
liberately, and  with  their  fbll  consent.  Hith- 
erto, there  had  not  been  the  slightest  charge 
against  its  validity ;  not  even  a  whisper  had 
been  breathed  about  unfairness  or  fraud.  The 
treaty  had  been  executed  on  the  part  of  Gov- 
ernment, not  in  a  hurried  manner,  but  in  a  calm 
and  deliberate  way ;  the  chie&  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians  having  had  ample  time  to  reflect 
and  consider  the  proposition.  Bat  it  was  with 
the  Seminoles  as  it  was  with  the  Oherokees ; 
who,  after  having  received  oar  money  before- 
hand for  their  lands,  when  the  time  arrived  for 
their  evacuation,  they  then  set  up  the  cry  of 
ttaai,  of  unfiumess,  and  of  the  treaty  having 
been  made  without  their  consent,  etc. 

The  gentieraan  had  called  it  an  onfortnnate 
war.  So  it  was.  The  war  had  peen  prolonged 
beyond  the  calculation  of  any  human  being.  Its 
prolongation  had  been  oaosed  "by  the  gentieman, 
and  the  friends  of  the  gentieman  who  now  op- 
posed the  appropriation.  It  was  well  known, 
and  he  challenged  proof  to  the  contrary,  that 
every  officer  engaged  in  the  war  had  «cted  his 
part  zealoosly  and  efTectively;  but  the  evil 
was,  that  they  had  to  check  then:  efforts,  be- 
cause they  were  compelled  to  bend  to  that 
sympathy  manifested  so  generally  for  the  "  red 
man  "  in  the  North  and  other  portions  of  the 
Union,  where  the  true  state  of  things  was  not 
known.  The  only  reason  that  the  war  was  not 
ended  long  ago,  wa^  that  the  troops  had  been 
0(»Dpe]led  by  that  sympathy  to  hold  out  the 
white  flag  to  the  "poor  devila,"  to  give  them 
time  to  make  peace,  when  they  were  entirely 
in  oar  power.  Had  the  people  of  Florida  been 
permitted  to  adopt  their  own  measures,  and  if 
the  rope  and  the  gaUows  had  been  used,  as  they 
would  in  the  case  of  white  men  committing 
such  enormities,  the  affair  would  have  been  set- 
tled long  before  this. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  atrodona  conduct 


of  these  villanons  objects  of  sympathy — not- 
withstanding they  had  murdered  our  citiieo^ 
destroyed  our  property  and  bedeged  our  town 
— ^notwithstanding  all  thia^  yet  the  gentkoiiB 
refased  to  ^ant  an  a[>propnation  for  the  pnrpow 
of  protecting  our  dtizens  from  a  reeorrenee  of 
such  ontrages.  The  white  men  of  the  South 
might  be  butchered  by  hundreds,  and  the  act 
locked  upon  with  indifference ;  but  when  eoi-  . 
ored  skins  were  concerned,  then  it  was  that  at 
outcry  was  raised.  It  was  for  the  Indian  mi 
the  nqrrofor  whom  pubUc  empathy  boiled  aad 
bubbled  over. 

The  gentieman  had  intimated  that  the  people 
of  Florida  were  "  fattening  upon  the  approjnii- 
tions^k  He  would  ask  that  gentieman  to  cait 
his  eyes  npon  their  deeolated  cities,  their  wasted 
and  impoveriahed  country.  Their  horses,  their 
wagons,  their  provisions  and  snstenance  wen 
gone,  and  the  whole  of  their  propertj  had  been 
destroyed  and  taken  by  the  enemy.  Had  the 
gentieman  been  able  to  show  but  one  iDstaaee 
where  the  public  mcmey  had  fell  to  the  share  of 
the  people  of  ilorida,  and  been  imrat^iedy 
used ;  could  he  adduce  one  instance  of  fraud  on 
their  part  ?  It  was  true  that  charges  had  beai 
made  in  the  House,  through  the  medium  of 
anonyomus  letters,  about  f  10  being  paid  fiir 
wagons,  when  the  same  could  be  aaa  for  $S^ 
etc. ;  and  it  had  also  been  allied  that  ac^rtaiB 
quartermaster  had  taken  a  receipt  for  more  tfaaa 
an  article  had  cost,  for  the  purpose  of  pocketing 
the  money.  But  were  they  thus  to  be  influ- 
enced by  charges  through  such  sources!  If 
gentiemen  knew  of  any  such  cases  where  fraud 
had  been  practised,  it  was  their  duty  to  make 
complaint  to  the  proper  department. 

Mr.  D.  then  iJluded  to  tne  treachery  of  the 
Seminoles,  and  said  he  was  ready  to  prove, 
that  although  here  they  pretended  to  desira 
peace,  yet  when  they  returned  to  their  trib«^ 
they  breathed  nothing  but  war.  He  adverted 
to  the  conduct  of  the  two  chiefs.  Jumper  and 
Alligator,  in  instigating  the  enemy  to  hold  oat 
to  the  end  of  spring,  as  Congress  would  maka 
no  appropriation,  etc. 

It  has  been  charged  by  ^e  gaitleman  £raai 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Undkbwood,)  that  there  were 
more  troops  in  Florida  than  the  whde  number 
of  Seminoles,  including  squaws  and  diildrea. 
For  his  part,  he  did  not  profits  to  know  the 
exact  number  of  the  enemy,  but  if  fi-om  the  ob- 
stacles presented  it  was  found  that  ten  thooaand 
troops  were  not  sofficient  why  it  was  their 
duty  to  send  twenty  thousand. 

Mr.  D.  then  alluded  to  the  peculiarity  of  the 
Florida  war,  and  the  impossibility  of  merangUM 
Indians  in  a  body,  so  as  to  atteek  them  wtth 
any  chance  of  success.  They  are  scattered 
over  the  country,  east,  west,  north,  and  soi^; 
they  are  here  and  there,  and  yet  nowhere.  Ho 
appealed  to  the  gentieman,  if^  for  the  sake  of  a 
few  paltry  dollars,  they  would  sacrifice  d>e 
lives  of  our  troops,  when  fighting  with_  a  white 
enemy,  by  sendi)|g  out  only  a  certain  num- 
ber.    When  the    war    oommenoed,  it  «r» 
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thonght  that  an  appropriation  of  five  millions 
'WOoQ  be  gnffloient  He  thonght  so  too. '  Bat 
beoMise,  from  a  combination  of  unlooked-for 
events,  a  greater  amoont  was  required,  gentle- 
men eomplained  that  the  war  was  unjust,  and 
demanded  an  investigation. 

Mr.  OiixBT  defended  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  which,  he  insisted,  was  humane  and 
benevolent  The  sympathy  evinced  for  the 
tawny  red  men,  he  described  to  be  of  the  same 
<AlkraiDter  as  the  hobby  professed  for  the  race  a 
'litUe  darker,  in  the  North.  When  he  found  his 
country  at  war,  he  was  not  for  staying  to  in- 
quire into  its  origin,  or  to  investigate  little, 
petty,  miserable  details  about  it,  bnt  to  take 
eadx  measures  as  would  be  most  likely  to  bring 
it  to  a  favorable  termination.  Whether  the 
Government  had  pursued  the  best  course  or 
not,  whether  there  had  been  a  prodigal  ex- 
penditure, he  feared  there  had,  he  could  not 
say ;  bnt  he  was  for  continuing  the  war  with 
Tiffor,  on  the  old  New  England  plan,  where  the 
Indians  had  been  wholly  exterminated ;  for  it 
was  &lse  policy  and  fidse  philanthropy  to  cany 
on  a  feeble  war. 

Mr.  EvBBBTT  expressed  his  regret  that  any 
debate  should  have  arisen  on  this  subject  at 
this  time ;  the  more  so,  because  be  had  reason  to 
believe  that  the  House  and  the  country  would  be 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  response  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  Mr.  E.'s  resolution  on  the  top- 
ics adverted  to  in  this  discussion.  This  was  m 
relation  to  the  capture  of  Osceola.  Anotiker 
subject  upon  which  he  wished  to  make  a  re- 
mark or  two,  was  a  more  painful  one,  viz :  in 
reference  to  the  capture  of  Sam  Jones  and  his 
companions.  He  had  every  reason  to  know  that 
these  men  came  in  under  the  most  sacred  pledges, 
and  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficolty 
the  Cherokee  delegation  could  induce  them  to 
come  in.  And  when  they  did,  what  was  Gen. 
Jesnp's  first  pro^o^ion?  Why,  as  preliminary 
to  any  negotiation,  that  those  people  should 
bring  in  taeir  wives  and  children ;  and  what 
waa  Sam  Jones's  answer  I  Why,  that  he  never 
heard  of  such  a  preliminary  to  a  treaty  as  that 
of  surrendering  the  children  and  arms,  and  that 
he  oould  not  assent  to  it. 

Ifr.  E.  avowed  himself  unwilling  to  carry  on 
this  war  any  longer,  thonph  he  was  not  for 
yielding.  He  wished  a  pacificatory  course  to  be 
tried.  He  would  arm  the  Executive  with 
aaUtority  and  appropriations  to  enable  him  to 
terminate  it  pacifically. 

Hr.  Hatnxs  said  he  had  risen  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  back  the-  committee 
to  the  question  before  it,  Some  weeks  ago  the 
CSommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  reported  a  bill 
to  cover  the  whole  sum  necessary  for  the  cur- 
rent year.  Since  that  bill  was  reported,  the 
committee  had  been  called  upon  or  notified  by 
the  War  Department,  that  drafts  were  lying 
over  for  services  already  performed,  and  sup- 
plies already  famished,  and  there  was  no  money 
to  meet  them.  Upon  this  representation  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  come  to  the 


House  and  asked  a  suspension  of  its  roles,  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  propriety  of 
making  a  partial  ^propriation  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  Indian  hostilities.  Now,  neither  the, 
committee,  nor,  as  Mr.  H.  believed,  had  any 
other  friend  of  the  Administration,  who  pro- 
posed to  support  this  bill,  designed  taking  the 
House  by  surprise.  The  very  document  read 
at  the  Clerk's  table  gave  to  the  House  the  infor- 
mation that  this  partial  a{H)ropriation  was  asked 
for  under  extraordinary  circumstances ;  and  it 
was  equally  well  known  that  the  bill  covering 
the  whole  sum  estimated  for  the  service  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  then  remained  untouched, 
for  as  general,  liberal,  violent  discnsuon  as  gen- 
tlemen pleased.  Why,  then,  should  so  many 
irrelevant  topics  be  brought  in  now  ? 

Mr.  WiSB  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"one  million,"  and  inserting  "five  hondred 
thousand  dollars." 


WiDHssDAT,  January  24. 
Seminole  War. 

The  Honse  went  into  committee,  Mr.  Oonnob 
in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
thebilL 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  WiBK  to  reduce  the  appropriation  from 
$1,000,000  to  $500,000. 

[The  bill  iras  fother  deboted  by  Hessn.  Gambre. 
leng,  Waddy  Thompson,  Biddle,  Wise,  Underwood, 
Patton,  Glascock,  Bynom,  and  Pope.] 


FBID1.T,  January  26. 
JHttribution  ofBooht. 


Mr.  Babidek  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Retolved,  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  flmiish 
such  membiers  of  the  present  House  of  Representa- 
tives  as  have  not  received  the  same  under  fonner 
orders,  with  the  following  books,  to  be  pdd  for  out 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  tiiis  House,  being  soeb  as 
have  been  supplied  to  members  of  the  last  and  pre- 
ceding  Congress,  viz: 

The  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  The  Document- 
ary History  of  the  Bevolution,  The  Land  Iaws, 
American  State  Papers,  Register  of  Debates,  Con- 
tested Elections,  and  Commercial  Regulations,  Elliott's 
Debates,  and  Elliott's  Diplomatic  Code — 

But  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  authorize  the  reprinting  of  either  of  the  above 
woits. 

Mr.  HATKisthou^t  that  some  of  these  books 
had  never  been  furmshed  to  old  members. 

Mr  McKiT  would  be  glad  to  know  from  the 
gentleman  who  offered  this  resolution,  if  there 
was  not  a  proviso  attached  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  contingent  expenses,  ex- 
pressly prohibiting  any  portion  of  the  exuendi- 
ture  to  be  made  therefrom,  except  for  tne  or- 
dinary purposes  of  the  House.  In  reference  to 
the  merits  of  the  reeolutioB,  he  said  it  was  a 
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practice  which,  if  not  pnt  a  stop  to,  wonldform 
an  indefinite  claim  upon  the  Treasory,  for  there 
-woold  alwa^  be  new  members,  and  they  wonid 
daim  copies  of  all  the  books  ever  given  to 
members  of  old  Oongreases.    He  was  not  pre- 

Sared   to   say  what  expense  this  resblotion 
ivolved,  bat  he  supposed  somewhere  about 
forty  or  fifty  thoosand  dollars. 

Mr.  TiLLmoHAST  contended  that,  if  the  reso- 
Intion  embraced  the  same  boob  heretofore 
ordered,  it  was  not  material  whether  the 
books  bad  been  received  or  not.  It  was  but 
rij^t  and  fair  that  the  new  members  should  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  the  old.  If  it 
waa  proper  for  the  nation  to  ftamish  books  to 
its  legislators,  it  was  only  right  that  all  should 
be  ftairnished  equally ;  and  if  there  was  any  dif- 
ference, it  Aonld  be  in  &vor  of  the  new  mem- 
bers, who  might  be  supposed  to  be  more  in 
want  of  them  than  the  old. 

Mr.  Beonson,  in  reply  to  Mr.  MoKat,  re- 
marked that  the  contingent  appropriation  bill 
bad  not  been  passed,  and  therefore  they  were 
not  tied  up  by  the  proviso  allnded  to. 

Mr.  Oakbbelxno  apprehended  bia  coUeague 
was  mistaken  if  he  thought  the  proviso  would 
not  be  passed  by  the  House,  unless  the  present 
Congress  differed  very  eesentially  in  opinion 
from  the  two  former  Congresses.  It  haa  been 
invariably  introduced  into  each  bill  for  the  last 
four  years,  and  was  designed  to  correct  what 
Mr.  C.  considered  a  growing  abuse,  of  paying 
matters  entirely  foreign  to  it  out  at  the  con- 
tingent fiind.  Whether  the  books  were  pur- 
ohitfed  or  not,  be  did  hope  that  appropriations 
of  this  character  would  not  be  charged  upon  the 
contingent  fund  of  this  House,  by  which  it  had 
been  enormously  increasing,  from  year  to  year, 
by  the  action  of  the  House  itself.  If  this  appro- 
priation were  made,  let  it  be  done  by  law. 

Mr.  Bond  expressed  his  surprise  that  the 
House  should  suspend  its  rules,  and  set  aside  all 
its  business,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  a 
resolution  of  this  kind;  a  resolution  looUng 
alone  to  the  personal  benefit  of  the  members. 
He  strennously  opposed  the  measure,  and  asked 
if  Qia  House  was  aware  of  the  expense  it  in- 
volved} When  the  former  resolution  was 
nnder  conaideratioD,  be  recollected  that  a  then 
member  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cave  Johnson) 
made  a  calculation  demonstrating  that  it  was 
about  one  thousand  dollars  to  each  member, 
in  the  aggregate  upwards  of  one  hundred 
thousand  aollara.  Mr.  B.  insisted  that  they 
had  no  right  in  the  present  exhausted  state  of 
the  Treasury,  thus  to  give  to  themselves  the  peo- 
ple's money ;  and  if  Congress  had  committed  a 
mistake  originally,  they  ought  to  correct  it. 

Mr.  RABn«N  inquired  of  Mr.  Bond,  if  under 
tiie  influence  of  the  opinions  he  had  expressed, 
he  had  allowed  himself  to  accept  the  books 
ordered  under  the  former  resolutions  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Bond  would  state  fltmkly,  that  the  books 
having  been  sent  to  his  lodgingsi  be  had  sent 
flMm  ttome,  ai^  should  do  so  a^un,  anlefls  un- 


der seme  general  order  to  return  them,  whid 
he  should  willingly  yield  obedience  to ;  still  be 
was  opposed  to  the  principle,  always  had  beat, 
and  should  continue  to  be  so. 

Mr.  MoEAT'Contended  thatnopropontionfa 
paying  money  could  be  authorized  withont  t«- 
mg  committed.  The  fact  of  the  contingent 
biU  not  being  passed,  rather  strengtheaed  liii 
point 

IS  8EK  ATX. 

Fbidat,  January  26. 
Pre-emption  to  AetwU  BetOen. 

Tlie  bill  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settles 
on  the  public  lands,  was  taken  np. 

Mr.  Om'iticndkn  commented  on  the  frsi^ 
alleged  to  have  been  practised  under  the  pn- 
emption  laws,  submitted  an  amendmat  to 
tmk»  out  that  part  of  the  bill  relating  to  settle- 
ment and  cultivation,  and  to  insert,  in  Geo 
thereof^  the  following:  "by  actual  residenM 
thereon,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  Decembe, 
18S7,  and  the  cultivation  of  at  least  one  ten 
in  com,  and  continued  residence  and  coltintiia 
to  this  time." 

Mr.  Walkkb  had  no  objection  to  defimig 
more  accurately  the  habitation  and  caltindon; 
but  he  hoped  the  gentieman  would  not  conbt 
the  cultivation  to  com,  as  that  would  ezelo^ 
a  great  many  meritorious  cultivators  irho  £1 
not  grow  that  article. 

Mr.  Ci.AT,  of  Alabama,  suggested  to  the  So- 
ator  fh>m  Eentncky,  wno  no  doubt  bad  odIt 
in  view  the  defining  more  strictly  an  tctim 
settiement  and  cultivation,  to  modify  hit  amend- 
ment by  striking  out "  com,"  leaving  the  natne 
of  the  cultivation  to  be  determined  by.*''*  ^ 
office.  As  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  bad  re- 
marked, it  would  be  extremely  hard  to  coo&e 
the  cultivation  to  com,  a§  many  cnltirtton 
bought  all  they  used,  thongh  he  (Mr.  C)  k- 
garded  it  as  a  very  injudicious  way  of  fernuns 
and  one  tiat  no  doubt  resulted  very  mach  » 
the  advantage  of  the  constitnents  of  the  gentle- 
man bom  Kentucky,  as  there  were  times  w« 
every  bushel  of  com  carried  down  the  1C» 
rippi  was  worth  from  a  doUar  to  a  dollar  sA 
sixty-five  cents  per  bnsheL 

Mr.  Cbittendkn  modified  his  amendment  vj 
adding  "  wheat  and  cotton." 


HOUSB  OF  BXPBBSENTATIVB8. 

'Satttrdat,  January  27. 
DUtribtitwn  V  Bool*. 

The  House  took  np  the  resolution,  snb 
by  Mr.  Rabidkn,  for  the  distribution  to  man- 
Ijers  of  certain  books. 

Mr.  MoBGAN  moved  the  previons  qaestiMi 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Bond  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tM 
main  question,  which  was  on  the  adopbon  « 
the  original  resolution,  as  modified  bj  U" 
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-mover,  whioh  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas 
118,  nays  71. 

Mimstippi  EUetion. 

The  eraeoial  order  being  the  contested  election 
of  members  from  Mississippi,  was  called,  the 
question  pending  Mr.  Bkll's  amendment  to  the 
ree(datioa  of  Mr.  Bbonson  (ante,  p.  613.) 

Mr.  MAmcT  addressed  the  House  in  favor  of 
the  claim  of  the  applicants  to  a  seat  on  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Beoxbok  was  not  snre  that  he  conld 
shake  any  of  the  positions  taken  by  the  gentle- 
man who  had  addreesed  the  Hoose,  (Mr.  Pbbn- 
Tiss,)  but  he  would  try.  However,  he  could 
not  refrun  from  paying  a  tribute  to  the  elo- 
quence and  zeal  with  which  the  gentleman  had 
defended  what  he  called  the  rights  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi.  The  question  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House  in  a  false  light  by  the  con- 
testants, for  be  contended  that  no  indignity 
whatever  had  been  offered  to  the  State  of 
Mifsisedppi;  her  rights  of  representation  had 
been  respected  and  defended,  and  the  simple 
qnestion  was,  a  question  between  individuals  as 
to  who  should  have  the  right  of  so  representing 
her. 

The  decision  of  the  House  at  the  late  special 
session  was  a  judicial  decision,/ind  could  not  be 
altered ;  and  Mr.  B.  argued  that  the  Governor  of 
Miariasippi  was  authorized  by  the  constitution 
to  fin  a  vacancy:  He  portirayed  the  disastrous 
consequences  which  would  ensue  if  the  various 
Legislatures  had  not  that  power.  The  country 
might  be  ravaged  by  an  invading  ennny,  or 
might  be  at  war  with  ten  nations  at  once,  with- 
out having  the  power  of  calling  toother  and 
assembling  the  House  of  Representatives  to  act 
on  the  subject.  He  was  rnlly  aware  of  the 
strength  of  the  arguments  adduced  by  one  of 
the  contestants,  (Mr.  Pkebtiss,)  viz :  that  the 
Ck>vemor8  of  States  might  thus  anticipate,  de- 
feat, or  destroy  the  regiuar  election.  But  there 
was  not  the  slightest  probability  of  such  a 
course  ever  being  adopted;  and,  if  it  were, 
there  were  means  of  speedy  redress. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  question,  after 
assuming  that  the  Governor  had  the  power, 
was,  "did  he  exercise  that  power!"  It  had 
been  contended  that  such  was  not  the  case, 
and  that  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor 
was  a  nullity.  For  his  part,  he  maintained  that 
the  GoTwnor  had  a  right  to  fill  the  vthole  va- 
cancy, or  none.  Therefore,  if  the  gentiemen 
elected  in  July  were  elected  at  all,  they  were 
elected  for  the  whole  term  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Congress. 

IN  BENATS. 

Tehssday,  February  1. 

Jndepmdent  Treatury. 
The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  impose  addi- 
tional duties  as  depositaries  upon  certain  public 
ofScers,  and  to  ^point  Receivers  G«ueral  of 
publio  money,  &o. 


The  amendments  submitted  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Wbioht,  one  to  authorize  the  Secretary  ca 
the  Treasury  to  hire,  temporarily,  suitable 
rooms  for  the  oflSces  of  the  Receivers  General, 
and  the  other  providing  that  the  receipts  given 
by  the  Treasurer,  authorized  by  the  2a  eectiou, 
for  money  deposited  for  the  purchase  of  land, 
shall  not  be  negotiable  by  transfer  or  assign^ 
ment,  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  21st  section,  which  relates  to 
Aiading  the  surplus  that  may  be  in  the  Treas- 
ury, when  it  exceeds  four  millions,  by  invest- 
ment in  State  or  United  States  securities,  bear- 
ing interest. 

Mr.  Wright  stated  that  this  provision  was 
introduced  to  obviate  the  objections  of  those 
who  contended  that  the  bill  would  have  the 
effect  to  accumulate  money  in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Oaihottn  had  read  the  bill  with  great 
care,  and  considered  it  exceedingly  well  drawn, 
and  calculated  to  produce  the  most  beneficiu 
effects.  But  this  provision  he  conadered  not 
in  accordance  with  its  general  principles,  and 
he  therefore  wished  it  to  be  struck  out.  One 
of  the  most  important  objects  of  this  measure 
was  to  avoid  having  a  surplus.  He  thought, 
therefore,  it  would  improve  the  bill  to  strike 
out  the  section. 

Mr.  OALHOim's  motion  was  adopted — yeas  24, 
nays  18.  , 

The  amendments  made  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  concurred  in. 


HOTTSB  as  KEPRESEITTATrTSa 

Fbioat,  February  2. 
MUiimppi  Election. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  Mississippi  Election  case,  the  question 
being  on  the  amended  resolution  of  Mr.  Baix : 

"  Sttolvtd,  That  the  resolution  of  this  House  of 
3d  of  October  last,  declaring  that  SjiMuii,  J.  Oholsox 
and  JoHH  F.  H.  CLiiBoanK  were  duly  elected  mem- 
ben  of  the  SSth  Coiwress,  be  rescinded,  and  that 
Messrs.  Oholsoh  and  cL^bosni  are  not  duly  elected 
manbeis  of  the  26th  Congreaa." 

The  question  was  on  the  following  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  HowABD : 

"  Setolved,  That  Messrs.  B.  B.  PrenUss  and  T.  J. 
Word  are  not  members  of  the  26tb  Congress." 

Mr.  Gholsoh  sud :  His  coUeagne  and  him- 
self were  not  before  the  people  at  the  Novem- 
ber election,  wd  they  distinctly  steted  to  the 
people,  in  a  printed  circular  addressed  to  tbem, 
that  they  were  not  candidates  upon  that_  occa- 
non.  "uiat  circular  was  published,  and  it  was 
announced,  at  least  in  all  the  Democratic  papers 
in  the  State,  that  they  were  not  candidates. 
Mr.  G.  also  wrote  at  least  a  hundred  letters  to 
his  friends  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  declar- 
ing that,  in  consequence  of  that  decision,  ho 
was  not  a  candidate. 

In  tweatgr  ooootieB,  where  no  votes  wera 
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given  for  himself  and  his  oolleagne  in  the 
November  election,  they  received  about  five 
thousand  votes  at  that  of  July ;  thns  showing, 
oonclnmvely,  that  there  vas  no  general  tarn 
out  of  the  people  at  the  November  election, 
induced,  as  he  firmly  believed,  not  to  vote  by 
the  decision  of  the  Hoase.  That  was  the  main 
fiact  he  wished  to  state.  The  House,  by  its 
TOte,  had  said  the  election  of  July  was  void. 
Hi.  G.  was  as  welt  satisfied  with  that  decision 
as  any  one  else,  but  he  wished  them  to  vote, 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  facts. 

He  had  good  grounds  to  know  that  the  Sec- 
tion in  many  other  counties  was  partial,  from 
the  fact  of  his  colleague  and  himself  not  being 
before  the  people,  and  therefore,  by  no  kind  of 
calculation,  was  the  strength  of  parties  tested 
in  November.  The  people  had  been  mided  by 
the  decision  of  the  House. 


Monday,  February  6. 
MitMtippi  Conteited  EUetitm. 

TSi.  MoEat  proposed  to  the  gentieman  from 
Maryland,  that  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  Bbix,)  on  Saturday  had  raised  some 
critical .  objections,  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  modified  so  as  to  conform  to  former 
precedents  of  the  House,  declaring  that  the 
gentiemen  claiming  seats  (Messrs.  Prentiss  and 
Word)  were  not  so  entitled. 

Mr.  HowABD  said  that  he  had  drafted  his 
resolution  in  this  way  in  the  first  plaoe,  but 
had  modified  it  afterwards  at  the  suggestion 
of  some  gentiemen.  He  then  modified  his 
amendment  as  follows:  "and  that  Messrs. 
Prentiss  and  Word  are  not  entitied  to  seats  on 
this  floor  as  members  of  the  26th  Congress." 

Mr.  CcsHXAK  then  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentieman  from 
Maryland,  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Howard's 
amendment,  declaring  "that  Messrs.  Prentiss 
and  Word  are  not  entitled  to  seats  in  this 
House,  as  members  of  the  26th  Congress,"  and 
decided — yeas  117,  nays  117. 

The  Cbaib  voted  m  the  a£Brmative,  so  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pbentiss,  one  of  the  contestants,  ad- 
dressed the  House  at  some  length,  prot^ting 
against  the  decision  of  the  House,  so  far  as  it 
was  made,  depriving  the  people  of  Mississippi 
of  a  representation  on  this  floor,  replying  to 
remarks  of  gentlemen  made  on  former  occa- 
sions, and  dedaring  that,  if  be  was  spared  life 
till  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  he  saw 
any  pTon)ect  of  then  having  lustice  done  the 
people  of  Mississippi,  he  would  again  present 
himself  and  see  if^  he  could  not  have  this  un- 
constitutional resolution  rescinded,  as  the  one 
was  which  was  adopted  in  September  last. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  resolution  as 
amendea. 

Mr.  UitDBBWooD  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  on  the  first 


part,  rescinding  the  resolution  of  September 
fast ;  and  on  this  part  of  the  resolution  there 
were — ^yeas  121,  nays  118. 

On  tiie  second  branch  of  the  resolution, 
declaring  "  that  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  are 
not  entitled  to  seats  in  this  House,  as  members 
of  the  26th  Congress,"— yeas  118,  nays  118. 

On  the  third  branch  of  the  resolution,  direct- 
ing the  Speaker  to  inform  the  Governor  of 
Mississippi  of  the  decision  of  the  House, — yeas 
122,  nays  88. 

IN  BENATZ. 

MoiTDAY,  February  6. 
Independent  Treatury. 

The  Independent  Treasury  bill  was  taken  vp, 
'the  amendment  of  Mr.  Rtvbb  being  under  cob* 
sideration. 

Mr.  Rivxa  said  he  indulged  the  hope  that, 
after  the  fulure  of  this  measure  in  die  other 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  and  the 
opinions  so  clearly  manifested  by  the  recent 
elections,  that  this  subject  would  not  again  have 
been  pressed  upon  the  conaderation  of  the 
Senate,  but  that  the  Committee  on  Ilnanee 
would  have  presented  some  scheme  upon  which 
the  great  interests  of  the  country  might  have 
harmonized.  Mr.  B.  contended  that  this  biU 
was  a  reproduction  pf  that  of  the  last  seanoiL 
with  additional  deformity  of  feature,  calculated 
to  increase  the  patronage  of  the  Executive  to 
a  far  greater  extent,  and  with  the  same  tendency 
to  create  disorder  and  convulsion  in  the  ooi^ 
rency.  Mr.  B.  spoke  until  near  4  o'dock,  and 
gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn,  without  hsT- 
mg  concluded  his  argument. 


Wkdnesdat,  Febroary  7. 
Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  Linn,  of  Missouri,  introduced  a  biU 
authorizing  the  occupation  of  the  Columbia  or 
Oregon  Biver,  [establishing  a  territory  north 
of  latitude  42  degrees,  and  west  of  the  Rooky 
Mountains,  to  be  called  the  Oregon  Territory ; 
authorizing  the  establishing  of  a  fort  on  that 
river,  and  the  ooonpation  of  the  country  by 
the  military  force  of  the  United  States ;  e>tab> 
lishing  a  port  of  entry,  and  requiring  that  the 
country  should  then  be  held  subject  to  tiie 
Revenue  laws  of  the  United  States ;  with  an 
appropriation  of  $60,000.] 

Mr.  Linn  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Ooni- 
mittee  on  MUitary  Afiidrs.  fie  expressed  his 
regret  that  some  other  Senator  had  not  moved 
in  this  matter ;  he  had  failed  in  his  endeavors 
to  that  effect,  and  had  in  consequence  now 

£  resented  the  subject  himself,  as  one  of  great 
nportance.  Here  was  reason  to  wprebend 
that  if  this  Territory  should  be  Defected,  in 
the  course  of  five  yean  it  would  pass  from  our 
possession. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  thought  the 
Senator  and  tiie  ciHninittee  would  do  well  to 
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make  inquiries  as  to  the  stipnlatioiis  of  the 
present  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  whether 
■we  could  occupy  this  country  now  without 
giving  cause  of  offence.  The'  country  had  been 
taken  possession  of  by  Great  Britain,  in  oontra- 
Tention  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  There  was  a 
clause  in  that  treaty,  or  rather  a  word,  which 
was  intented  to  cover  this  identical  case,  con- 
nected with  the  Oregon,  and  which  covered  no 
other  case.  It  was  founded  on  these  circum- 
stances :  A  settlement  had  been  made  on  the 
Oregon  by  Mr.  Astor,  and  the  establishment 
was  called  Astoria.  During  the  war  it  was 
taken  possession  of  by  a  British  armed  vessel. 
. .  In  the  stipulation  of  the  mutual  surrender  by 
'/  the  two  countries  of  places  taken  daring  the 
war,  Mr.  0.  had  introauced  the  word  "jwm««- 
Iton  "  as  descriptive  of  the  hold  which  we  had 
on  the  Oregon  country  prior  to  the  war. 

Mr.  Lnni  said  he  was  aware  of  that  provision, 
and  it  was  his  intention  that  the  inquiry  should 
be  made.  He  designed  to  get  all  the  mforma- 
tion  he  could  on  t^e  subject,  and  lay  it  before 
the  committee  or  the  Senate,  that  the  Senate 
might  make  such  modifications  of  the  bill  as 
they  Alight  think  proper.  He  wished  the  bill 
to  be  made  as  perfect  as  it  could  be. 

Mr.  BuoHANAK  was  very  glad  that  his  Mend 
from  Missouri  had  moved  in  this  business ;  and 
he  had  done  himself  injustice  when  he  said  it 
might  have  been  moved  more  appropriately  by 
another  person.  The  time  had  come  when  we 
ought  to  assert  our  right  to  the  Oregon  country, 
or  abandon  it  forever.  We  know,  by  informa- 
tion received  from  an  agent  of  the  Government, 
that  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  were  establish- 
ing forts  in  that  quarter,  cutting  down  the  timber 
and  conveying  it  to  market,  and  acquiring  the 
alleg^ce  of  the  Indian  tribes ;  and  while  they 
had  been  thus  proceeding,  we  had  patiently 
looked  on  during  a  long  period  of  years.  Our 
right  ought  to  be  now  asserted ;  but  it  should 
be  done  in  a  prudent  and  delicate  manner.  We 
were  obliged  by  the  treaty  to  give  a  year's 
notice.  The  time  had  arrived  to  settle  this 
question,  and  there  were  too  many  such  ques- 
tions unsettled  with  the  British  Government 
already.  While  we  should  be  carefbl  to  violate 
no  treaty  stipulations,  we  ought  promptly  to 
assert  our  right  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Benton  urged  the  propriety  of  having 
this  subject  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  of 
which  his  colleague  should  be  the  chairman :  he 
knew  of  no  one  better  qualified. 

Mr.  Linn  withdrew  his  motion  of  reference 
to  the  Military  Committee,  and  the  subject  was 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  five,  of 
which  the  Viob  Pbesident  was  authorized  to 
make  the  ^pointment. 


TuxsDAY,  February  18. 

Indeptndent  Tream.ry. 

Mr.  IfiLBS  finished  at  a  late  hour,  the  very 
aUe  speech  which  he  commenced  yesterday  in 


oppontion  to  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
RivBs,  and  in  favor  of  the  original  bill.  .Mr. 
K.  said  that  the  Senator  from  Virginia  seemed 
to  think  that  his  twenty-five  banks  constituted 
the  whole  country ;  but  what  constituted  the 
whole  country  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  N.,  was 
the  prodncing  classes,  who  were  swindled  out 
of  their  labor  through  the  paper  system.  Mr. 
N.  glanced  at  the  rotten  state  of  the  banking 
system  in  this  country,  and  its  vast  increase  of 
paper,  (in  some  instances  forty-one  dollars  for 
one  of  specie.)  until  it  had  blown  up,  exploded, 
and  scattered  ruin  far  and  wide.  There  were 
banks,  he  said,  that  had  not  yet  broken,  but 
were  now  rocldng  and  trembling ;  so  much  so, 
that  persons  in  their  immediate  neighborhood 
would  keep  their  notes  no  longer  than  they 
could  get  rid  of  them ;  and  yet  we  were  called 
on  to  deposit  the  treasures  of  Government,  the 
common  property  of  the  people,  in  banks  like 
these.  That  the  currency  of  tiie  nation  was 
in  a  deplorable  condition,  all  admitted ;  but 
the  remedy  was  the  subject  of  dispute.  The 
question  was  one  of  vast  magnitade,  and  of 
vital  importance  to  the  people  of  the  nation, 
and  it  was  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  it  should 
have  become  mixed  with  politics;  but,  un- 
fortunately, it  had  so,  and  all  the  evUs  were- 
charged  upon  the  present  Administration;  how 
Jnstly,  would  be  left  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
people  to  determine.  What  had  the  Adminis- 
tration sought  to  do  ?  Merely  to  increase  the 
metallio  currency,  which  it  had  effected  to  a 
very  considerable  extent,  and  to  suppress  the 
issue  of  small  notes.  This  was  all  that  had 
been  done  by  the  present  or  past  Administra- 
tion to  derange  the  currency  of  the  country. 
Some  gentlemen  contended  that  it  was  "  tamper- 
ing with  the  cnrrenoy  "  that  had  brought  on  its 
present  deranged  state.  As  well,  said  Mr.  N., 
might  we  charge  temperance  societies  with  all 
the  drunkenness  that  occurred,  because  they 
were  tampering  with  sobriety. 


HOUSE  OF  SBPBESEin'A'nVES. 

.Wbdnisdat,  February  14. 

860  Anti-SlaMTff  ani  anti-Texa$  Annexation 
Petition*. 

Mr.  Jomr  Q.  Aoijis  stated  that  he  had  before 
him  about  tliree  hundred  and  fifty  petitions, 
signed  by  between  thirty-four  and  thirty-five 
thousand  names,  which  he  had  been  request- 
ed to  present  to  this  House.  He  wished  to  do 
so  with  as  little  consumption  of  the  time  of 
the  House  as  possible.  He  had,  therefore,  been 
obliged  to  alter  the  manner  pursued  heretofore 
in  presenting  petitions  separately,  one  by  one, 
announcing  the  place  from  which  the  petitions 
came,  the  name  of  the  first  petitioner,  and  the 
number  of  names  signed  to  such  petitions; 
instead  of  which  he  proposed  now  to  offer  them 
by  classes,  stating  the  number  of  petitions  in 
each  class,  and  as  well  as  he  could,  the  number 
of  petitioners  inoloded  in  each.    He  would 
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state,  however,  that  he  had  a  considerable 
Bomber  of  petitions  in  relation  to  which  he 
himself  entertained  donbts  as  to  whether  they 
came  under  the  general  order  of  the  House, 
which  prescribed  that  petitions  of  a  certain 
description  should  be  lud  upon  the  table  with- 
out reading,  or  anr  other  action  of  the  House 
being  taken  upon  them.  It  has  happened,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  decision  of  this  and 
former  Houses  of  CJongress  in  relation  to  the 
right  of  petition,  a  great  degree  of  excitement 
has  been  produced  in  a  certain  portion  of  the 
country,  and  the  effect  of  this  proceeding,  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  and  of  tne  excitement 
occasioned  by  them,  had  tended  very  much  to 
multiply  these  petitions,  which  the  House  ap- 
pears to  be  so  little  disposed  to  receive  and  to 
treat  in  the  manner  in  which,  in  his  opinion, 
all  respectfol  and  decent  petitions  ought  to  be 
treated.  One  of  the  consequences  of  this  course 
of  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  House  was, 
that  petitions  were  sent  to  him  of  an  anony- 
mous character, .  ambiguous  and  equivocal. 
These  were  of  two  descriptions.  One  descrip- 
tion came  from  a  geographical  portion  of  this 
country  very  much  aUached  to  the  right  of 
petition,  and  opposed  to  the  order  of  the  House 
on  this  subject,  and  some  of  them  would  not 
oome  under  that  rule. 

Mr.  PicKKNs  desired  to  know  if  this  question 
was  to  be  opened  up  in  this  direct  manner,  that 
he  might  be  prepared  to  meet  it 

The  Obaib  stated  what  the  usual  course  was 
in  relation  to  the  presentation  of  petitions. 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded  to  present  his  peti- 
tions, some  separately,  and  some  by  classes, 
some  of  which  were  referred.  Those  whidh 
related  to  the  qaestion  of  alavery  were  laid  on 
the  table,  under  order  of  the  House ;  those  in 
relation  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  those  pray- 
ing for  a  repeal  of  the  order  of  the  House,  and 
all  others  which  were  supposed  to  relate  in 
any  way  to  slavery,  were  laid  on  the  table,  on 
motions  made  to  that  effect 


Fbidat,  February  16. 
ITorthem  Frontier. 

Ifr.  Howard  stated  that  he  had  received  last 
night  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
"War,  endoeing  some  pe^rs,  which  satisfied 
him  that  it  was  his  duty  to  move  the  Honse  to 
suspend  its  rule,  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill 
now  for  the  preservation  of  peace  on  our  fron- 
tier. The  purport  of  the  papers  was  to  show 
that  an  expedition  was  preparing  on  the  south 
aide  of  Luce  Erie  to  invade  Canada,  and  the 
information  rested  upon  the  authority  of  an 
eye  witness,  a  naval  ofiScer,  who  saw  the  as- 
semblage, their  collection  of  arms,  and  saw 
them  in  march. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Howard  eniliuned  the  principles  of  the 
bill  and  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Foreign  AfGurs,  which  amendment 
he  himself  did  not  feel  very  solioitons  abont 


The  great  object  which  the  committee  kept  in 
view  was  to  provide  the  means  of  executing 
our  duties  towards  other  oountriea,  without 
interfering  with  what  had  in  this  country 
always  been  considered  a  legal  and  jostifiaU^ 
trade  between  the  citizens  of  this  and  of  a 
forei^  country,  and  it  was  the  consideration 
of  this  point  which  had  caused  much  delay  and 
difficulty  in  the  committee.  When  two  nations 
are  engaged  in  war,  the  right  of  the  merchants 
of  this  coimtry  to  furnish  either  party  with 
provisions  and  munitions,  had  always  been 
claimed  and  exercised,  and  there  was  no  dis- 
position in  the  committee  to  infringe  this  lif^ 
The  object  of  the  committee  was  to  hare  this 
right  remain  upon  the  same  footing  on  which 
it  formerly  stood;  but  at  the  same  time  oar 
Government  was  bound  to  prevent  our  citixeos 
from  interfering  in  the  affairs  of  a  neighboring 
Government,  for  the  purpose  of  stirring  up 
insurreotion^-of  keeping  up  a  civil  war.  u 
this  was  permitted  to  be  done,  the  war  ml^it 
be  rolled  back  upon  us,  and  we  would  suner 
for  the  indiscretion  of  a  few  of  our  citizens. 

Mr.  HoLSET  thought  we  ought  to  pause  be- 
fore we  made  any  fundamental  alteration  ia 
those  principles  in  relation  to  our  export  trade^ 
which  had  existed  since  the  foundation  of  our 
Government  He  considered  that  our  citizens 
had  a  perfect  right  to  carry  on  a  trade  with 
either  of  the  belligerent  parties  in  a  neij^IxM^ 
ing  Government,  where  a  foreign  war  exited, 
without  affecting  the  neutrality  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  he  would  be  sorry  to  see  any  re- 
strictions imposed  upon  this  just  and  pn^>er 
trade,  such  as  he  feared  this  biU  would  impose. 
The  proper  provision  to  make  on  this  sabject, 
would  be  to  prevent  our  citizens  from  inter- 
fering personally  in  a  dispute  in  a  neighboring 
Government;  but  tiiis  bill  went  far  beyond 
that,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment, or  the  ofiScers  of  the  Government,  to 
seize  any  vessels  having  on  board  arms,  or  any 
other  ttungs  which  it  was  supposed  it  was  con- 
veying into  a  neighboring  territory,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  used  there  for  carrying  on  the 
war.  .  He  was  not  disposed  to  go  this  far  in 
placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  or 
the  officers  of  the  Gk>vemment,  to  use  this 
discretionary  power  to  the  pr^ndice  of  the 
citizen,  or  tiie  seizure  of  the  property  of  the 
citizen.  Our  citizens  had  a  perfect  right  to 
trade  with  either  of  the  contending  parties  to 
a  war  which  might  be  going  on  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  without  compnxnitting  the 
neutrality  of  the  United  States ;  and  he  would 
not  now  consent,  by  his  vote,  to  have  snoh 
restrictions  as  were  proposed  by  this  bill  im- 
posed on  the  citizens  of  this  country.  The 
framers  of  our  constitution  had  guarded  our 
export  trade  so  that  no  restrictions  should  be 
imposed  upon  it  in  the  shi^M  of  a  tax;  and 
why  should  we  in  this  manner  attempt  to  place 
restrictions  upon  it,  in  contravention  of  the 
spirit  of  the  oonstitation,  if  not  of  the  letter 
of  it 
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Hr.  Looms  reviewed  the  circnmstances  con- 
nected with  the  recent  disturbances  npon  the, 
Canada  frontier.  There  was  a  long  line  of 
frontier,  separating  the  two  countries  from 
each  other,  yet  placing  so  narrow  a  barrier 
iMtween  them,  as  to  render  it  impossible  that 
local  disturbances  breaking  out  on  one  side  of 
that  line  should  not  spread  to  the  other.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  American  side  were  pecu- 
liarly sensitive  on  this  point.  Their  native 
love  of  liberty,  and  deep-rooted  hatred  of  tyr- 
anny, were  inflamed,  very  naturally,  whenever 
an  appeal  was  made  to  those  noble  principles. 
Thus  it  happened  that  they  were  very  easily 
led  to  take  a  deep  interest,  if  not  an  active 
part,  in  those  struggles. 

He  deemed  the  bill  inefBcient  to  answer  the 
end  it  professes  to  reach.  "What  did  it  propose 
to  do!  To  give  to  United  States  marshals, 
deputy  marshals,  and  other  officers,  power  to 
seize,  without  process  of  law,  or  any  other 
limitation  than  their  own  individual  discretion, 
any  vessel,  or  vehicle,  suspected  of  being  used 
for  the  purpose  of  bearing  arms  or  munitions 
of  war  mto  the  conterminous  country,  to  aid 
in  its  civil  contests,  and  to  detain  them  until 
satisfactory  surety  should  be  given  that  they 
should  not  oe  used.  Suppose  the  officer  in 
•whom  this  extraordinary  power  was  vested,  to 
have  exercised  his  discretion,  and,  in  execu- 
tion of  this  power,  to  have  seized  the  property 
of  a  citizen:  what  does  the  latter  do?  The 
bonds  are  fixed;  it  may  be  assumed,  fairly 
fixed ;  the  surety  is  found,  and  the  party  pro- 
ceeds on  his  way  over  the  line,  into  the  M^oin- 
ing  country,  in  the  very  fece  and  eyes  of  the 
officers  of  Government.  Who  is  to  prevent 
this  ?  Nothing  in  this  law  gives  any  power  of 
prevention  to  anylrody.  What  becomes  of 
the  bond  t  It  is  in  the  hands  of  one  of  these 
officers ;  perhaps  it  may,  by  good  fortune,  have 
been  put  into  the  hands  of  a  district  attorney. 
How  13  he  to  know  whether  the  obligation  has 
been  violated — the  bond  broken  ?  How  is  he 
to  prove  that  these  arms  or  munitions  of  war, 
or  whatever  else  had  been  seized  and  given  up 
npon  &e  bond,  have  been  used  in  the  manner 
designated?  Does  his  iurisdiotion  extend  to 
the  only  place  where  these  facts  can  be  as- 
certained— beyond  the  line? 


IN  SENATE. 

MoNDAT,  February  19. 

Po$tpoMment  of  the  Sub-Trta*ury  Bill. 

Mr.  BcoEAiTAir  addressed  the  Senate :  I  rise 

to  present  to  the  Senate  a  resolntion  of  the 

Legidatnre  of  Pennsylvania,  which  I  received 

from  Governor  Bitner  on  yesterday  afternoon, 

requesting  their  Bepresentativea  in  Congress, 

and  instructing  their  Senators,  "to  vote  and 

use  their  influence  for  a  postponement,  until  the 

next  session  of  Congress,  of  the  act  introduced 

by  the   Hon.  Silas  Wbioht,  of   New  York, 

commonly  oaUed  the  Snb-Treasaiy  bill,  or  any 
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other  act  or  acts  of  a  similar  character ;  and 
that  they  vote  at  this  ses-sion  for  no  act  of  a 
similar  nature."  The  Legislature  ^so,  by  the 
same  resolution,  declared  that  they  "  have  foil 
confidence  in  Mabtin  Van  Bubek,  and  in  the 
wisdom  and  intelligence  of  their  Democratic 
Senators  and  Eepresentatives  in  Congress ; " 
and  further  instruct  and  request  their  ^nators 
and  Bepresentatives  "  to  vote  for  such  a  mode 
of  receiving,  keeping,  and  disbursing  the  public 
moneys,  as  wiU  separate,  as  far  as  practacable, 
the  banks  from  the  Government."  , 

I  feel  confident  that  the  Senate  will  pardon 
me,  considering  the  peculiar  position  in  which 
I  am  placed,  for  making  a  few  remarks  in  ex- 
planation of  the  course  which  I  intend  to  pnr- 
sne  under  this  resolntion.  It  is  well  known, 
both  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  country,  that  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  I  presented  my 
views  in  detail  in  favor  of  a  separation  of  the 
Treasury  from  all  banks,  as  fiscal  agents  of 
the  Government.  My  opinion  upon  this  sub- 
ject remains  unchanged  :  nay,  it  nas  been  con- 
firmed by  subsequent  events  and  subsequent 
refiections.  After  a  careful  examination  of  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
as  it  has  been  since  amended,  I  think,  in  the 
main,  it  is  well  calculated  to  carry  into  practice 
this  principle  of  separation.  Whilst  it  increases 
Executive  patronage  to  a  very  small  extent, 
and  no  more  than  is  absolntely  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  its  principles,  it  confers  no 
power  whatever  npon  the  Secretary  of  Uie 
Treasury  over  the  public  money,  except  that 
which  he  has  exercised  ever  since  the  origin 
of  the  pressent  Government ;  and  a  provision 
of  the  bill,  which  has  never  existed  heretofore, 
renders  it  impossible  that  the  ordinary  Treas- 
ury drafts  which  are  delivered  to  the  public 
creditors  should  ever  be  used  as  currency. 
With  some  further  amendments,  which  I  need 
not  now  specify,  but  which  I  had  intended  to 
move,  on  a  proper  occasion,  I  ^ould  have  given 
a  cheerful  support  to  this  bill.  But  I  am  in- 
structed: and  it  remains  for  me  to  decide 
what  course  I  ought  to  pursue,  under  this 
change  of  circumstances. 

Ever  since  I  was  cwable  of  forming  an  opin- 
ion upon  this  subject,  I  have  believed  that  the 
Le^iiJatures  of  the  several  States  had  a  risht 
to  instruct  their  Senators.  In  my  opinion,  tills 
right  results  from  the  very  nature  of  our  con- 
stitution, which  is  a  Federal  compact  between 
distinct  and  sovereign  States.  It  has  even 
been  considered,  with  but  few  exceptions,  a 
fundamental  article  in  the  political  creed  of 
that  party  to  which  I  am  proud  to  belong.  I 
have,  in  public  and  in  private,  in  the  face  of 
the  Senate  and  before  the  country,  often  ex- 
pressed this  opinion ;  and  I  shall  never  preach 
one  doctrine  of  political  faith,  and  practise 
another. 

I  know  that  some  of  my  most  valued  fKenda 
in  Pennsylvania  who  hold  the  right  of  instme- 
tion  to  be  sacred,  are  of  opinion,  that,  nndw 
the  peonliar  circnmstances  of  this  cose,  I  ought 
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to  disobey  these  instructions.  But  do  they  not 
perceive  that  if  the  Senator  can  look  behind  hia 
instrnctions,  the  right  is  at  once  abandoned  ? 
Under  the  pretest,  or,  if  yon  please,  under  the 
honest  belief^  that  they  do  not  speak  the  voice 
of  the  people,  or  that  they  have  been  corruptly 
or  improperly  obtained,  a  Senator  could  always 
justify  himself  to  himself  for  disobedience.  I 
shall,  therefore,  not  disobey  my  instructions. 
My  only  alternative,  then,  is  either  to  obey  or 
to  resign. 

,  Upon  questions  of  mere  expediency,  in  which 
no  constitutional  principles  are  involved,  it 
onght  to  bo  a  very  strong  case  to  induce  the 
Senator  to  abandon  his  post.  If  every  differ- 
ence of  opinion  between  the  Senator  and  his 
Legislature  should  produce  this  effect,  the  right 
of  instruction  itself  would  soon  grow  into  dis- 
repnte,  and  the  Seuatorial  term  of  tax  years,  as 
fixed  by  the  constitution,  wonld  terminate 
whenever  snch  a  conflict  of  opinion  should 
unse. 

I  can  conceive  of  extreme  cases  in  which,  on 
questions  of  mere  expediency,  an  honorable 
man  might  feel  himself  disgraced  in  even  be- 
coming the  agent  to  give  the  vote  of  his  State. 
No  person,  of  any  party  with  whom  I  have 
conversed,  considers  the  present  to  be  such  a 
case ;  and  I  am  confirmed  in  my  own  opinion 
upon  this  subject  by  the  example  of  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Gkundt.)  I  shall,  there- 
fore, obey  my  instructions  honestly  and  in  good 
£uth ;  and,  like  him,  on  every  question  of  pro- 
posed amendments,  shall  give  snch  a  vote  as  a 
fair  and  honorable  opponent  of  the  bill  ought, 
in  my  judgment,  to  give. 

The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  have  shown 
to  the  world  that  they  justly  appreciate  the 
merits  of  the  statesman  whom  the  people  of 
the  United  States  have  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  Government,  by  declaring  "  their  full  con- 
fidence in  Mabtin  Yait  Bubbn."  Snch  a  well- 
deserved  tribute  to  superior  merit  might  be 
considered  as  the  incense  of  flattery,  had  it 
been  offered  by  his  political  fHends.  The  re- 
verse is  the  case  upon  the  present  occasion. 
The  resolution  containing  tms  expression  of 
confidence,  on  its  final  passage,  received  the 
vote  of  every  Opposition  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  aud,  I  am  informed,  of  the 
Senate,  whether  Whig  or  Antimason,  and  was 
approved  by  Joseph  Ritner,  Governor.  Thus, 
even  his  very  enemies  are  made  to  praise  him. 

A  compliment  equally  well  deserved  is  paid 
by  the  resolution  to  the  Democratic  portion  of 
the  Representatives  of  the  State  in  Congress. 
I  heartily  commend  the  L^islature  fo  rexpress- 
ing  fall  confidence  in  their  wisdom  and  intelli- 
gence. A  more  firm,  £Eiithfbl,  intelligent,  and 
patriotic  set  of  men  has  never  represented 
Pennsylvania. 

"We  are  also  instmcted,  in  the  condosion  of 
the  resolution,  "  to  Vote  for  snch  a  mode  of 
receiving,  keeping,  and  disbnrsing  the  public 
moneys,  as  will  separate,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  banks  from  the  Government."    Now  it  is 


our  duty,  if  possible,  to  reconcile  and  render 
consistent  the  first  with  the  last  clanse  of  the 
instruction,  and  to  ^ve  to  each  of  them  it) 
proper  weight.  My  conception  of  their  meffli- 
ing,  when  thus  fairly  construed,  is,  that  w\M 
we  are  bound  to  oppose  the  separation  of  th« 
bonks  from  the  Government  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  or  by  any  bill  of  a  similar  nature,  yet  wi 
are  equaUy  instructed  to  support  any  otber  and 
different  "mode  of  receivmg,  keeping,  and 
disbursing  the  public  moneys,  which  wiS  teftr 
rate,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  banks  from  tie 
Government"  Jn  short,  the  Legislatun  «re 
friendly  to  snch  a  separation ;  but  they  an 
opposed  to  its  accomplishment  in  the  numner 
proposed  by  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate; 
Whether  any  other  practicable  mode  of  efHert- 
ing  this  separation  can  be  devised,  I  sh^  notat 
present  pretend  to  say. 

Mr.  BncnANAN  presented  the  resolutions,  and 
gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the  first  conrea- 
ient  opportunity,  after  consulting  his  colleagnf^ 
move,  in  obedience  to  his  instructions,  to  posV 
pone  the  bill  reported  by  the  Senator  fpwa 
New  York,  until  the  next  session  of  Congrea 

Mr.  Walkbb  presented  the  credcntiSs  d 
the  Hon.  J.  F.  Tbottbe,  Senator  elect  from 
Mississippi.  Mr.  Tboiteb  was  then  duly  qoaii- 
fied,  and  took  his  seat. 

Independent  TVeatuty. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Kentucky,  was  entitled  \o  &» 
floor,  and  after  some  preliminary  obeerratioot, 
went  on  to  say : 

Hitherto,  I  have  considered  this  new  prcjert 
as  it  is,  according  to  its  tme  nature  sna  dot- 
aoter,  and  what  it  must  inevitably  become.  _  I 
have  not  examined  it  as  it  is  not,  bat  as  ita 
friends  would  represent  it  to  be.  They  hold 
oat  the  idea  that  it  is  a  simple  contrivance  to 
collect,  to  keep,  and  to  disburse,  the  public  tfh 
enue.  In  that  view  of  it,  every  eonsideratk* 
of  safety  and  security  recommends  the  ageWT 
of  responsible  corporations,  rather  than  fli» 
employment  of  particular  individuals.  It  iu 
been  shown,  durbig  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that  the  amount  which  has  been  lost  by  the 
defalcation  of  individuals  has  exceeded  thre« 
or  four  times  the  amount  of  all  that  has  beffl 
lost  by  the  local  banks,  although  the  sums  c«i- 
fided  to  the  care  of  individuals  have  not  been 
one-tentti  part  of  the  amount  that  n» 


been  in  the  custody  of  the  local  banks, 
we  all  know  that,  during  the  forty  years  of  the 
existence  of  the  two  Batis  of  the  United  States 
not  one  cent  was  lost  of  the  public  revenue. 

Who,  Mr.  President^  are  the  most  consnicnWB 
of  those  who  perseveringly  pressed  this  bttl 
upon  Oongress  and  the  American  people?  J» 
drawer  is  the  distinguished  gentleman  m  m 
white  house  not  far  off;  its  endorser  is  »« 
distinguished  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  here 
present.  What  the  drawer  thinks  of  the  m- 
dorser,  his  cautious  reserve  and  stifled  e"^ 
prevent  ns  from  knowing.    But  the  frantow 
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of  the  endorser  has  not  left  ns  in  the  same  ig- 
norance irith  respect  to  his  opinion  of  the 
drawer.  lie  has  often  expressed  it  upon  the 
floor  of  the  Senate.  On  an  occasion  not  very 
distant,  denying  to  him  any  of  the  nobler  qnal- 
ities  of  the  royal  beast  of  the  forest,  he  attrib- 
uted to  him  those  which  belong  to  the  most 
crafty,  most  sknlking,  and  one  of  the  meanest 
of  the  qnadmped  tribe.  Mr.  President,  it  is 
dne  to  myself  to  say,  that  I  do  not  altogether 
share  with  the 'Senator  from  South  Carolina 
in  this  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  I  have  always  foand  him,  in  his  man- 
ners and  deportment,  civil,  conrteons,  and  gen- 
tlemanly ;  and  he  dispenses,  in  the  noble  man- 
sion which  he  now  occupies,  one  worthy  the 
readence  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  great 
people,  a  generous  and  liberal  hospitality.  An 
acquaintance  with  him  of  more  than  twenty 
years'  duration  has  inspired  me  with  a  respect 
for  the  man,  although,  I  regret  to  be  oompeUed 
to  say,  I  detest  the  magistrate. 

The  eloquent  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
has  intimated  the  coarse  of  my  friends  and  my- 
self, in  opposing  this  bill,  was  unpatriotic,  and 
that  we  ought  to  have  followed  in  his  lead; 
and,  in  a  late  letter  of  his,  he  has  spoken  of  his 
alliance  with  us,  and  of  his  motives  for  qnitting 
it.  I  cannot  admit  the  justice  of  his  reproach. 
We  nnited,  if,  indeed,  there  were  any  alliance 
in  the  case,  to  restrain  the  enormous  expansion 
of  Execntive  power-;  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
corruption;  to  rebuke  usurpation ;  and  to  drive 
the  Goths  and  Vandals  from  the  capital;  to 
expel  Brennns  and  his  horde  fh>m  Rome,  who, 
when  he  threw  his  sword  into  the  scale,  to  aug- 
ment the  ransom  demanded  fW>m  Uie  Mistress 
of  the  world,  showed  his  preference  for  gold ; 
that  he  was  a  hard-money  chieftain.  It  was 
by  the  much  more  valuable  metal  of  iron  tiiat 
be  was  driven  fh)m  her  gates.  And  how  often 
have  we  witnessed  the  Senator  fW>m  South  Car- 
olina, with  woeful  countenance,  and  in  doleM 
8&«ina,  pouring  forth  touching  and  mournful 
eloquence  on  the  degeneracy  of  the  times,  and 
the  downward  tendency  of  the  Republic  ?  Bay 
after  day,  in  the  Senate,  have  we  seen  the  dis- 
plays of  his  lofty  and  impassioned  eloquence. 
Although  I  shared  largely  with  the  Senator  in 
his  apprehension  for  the  pnrity  of  our  institu- 
tions, and  the  permanency  of  civil  liberty,  dis- 
posed always  to  look  at  the  brighter  side  of 
hnman  affairs.  I  was  sometimes  inclined  to  hope 
that  the  vivid  imagination  of  the  Senator  had 
depicted  the  dangers  by  which  we  were  encom- 
passed in  somewhat  stronger  colors  than  they 
justified.  The  arduous  contest  in  which  we 
were  so  long  engaged  was  about  to  terminate 
in  a  glorions  victory.  The  very  object  for 
which  the  alliance  was  formed  was  about  to  be 
accomplished.  At  this  critical  moment  the  Sen^ 
ator  left  us ;  he  left  us  for  the  very  purpose  of 

freventing  the  success  of  the  common  cause. 
[e  took  up  his  musket,  knapsack,  and  shot- 
pouch,  and  joined  the  other  party.  He  went, 
horse,  foot,  and  dragoon,  and  he  himself  oom- 


posed  the  whole  corps.  He  went,  as  his  pres- 
ent most  distinguished  ally  commenced  with 
his  expunging  resolution,  tolitary  and  alone. 
The  earliest  instance  recorded  in  history,  within 
my  recollection,  of  an  ally  drawing  off  his  forces 
from  the  combined  army,  was  that  of  Achilles 
at  the  siege  of  Troy.  He  withdrew,  with  all  his 
troops,  and  remained  in  the  neighborhood,  in 
BuUen  and  dignified  inactivity.  But  he  did  not 
join  the  Trojan  forces ;  and  when,  during  the 
progress  of  the  siege,  his  faithful  fViend  fell  in 
battle,  he  raised  his  avenging  arm,  drove  the 
Trojans  back  into  the  gates  of  Troy,  and  satiated 
his  veng^eanoe  by  slaying  Priam's  noblest  and 
dearest  son,  the  finest  nero  in  the  immortal 
Biad.  But  Achilles  had  been  wronged,  or 
imagined  himself  wronged,  in  the  person 
of  the  fair  and  beautiftil  Briseis.  We  did  no 
wron^  to  the  distinguished  Senator  from  South 
Oarohna.  On  the  contrary,  we  respected 
him,  confided  in  his  great  and  acknowledged 
ability,  his  uncommon  genius,  his  extensive  ex- 
perience, his  supposed  patriotism ;  above  aU, 
we  confided  in  his  stem  and  inflexible  fidelity. 
Nevertheless,  he  left  us,  and  loined  onr  com- 
mon opponents,  distrusting  and  distrusted.  He 
left  us,  as  he  tells  us  in  his  Edgefield  letter,  be- 
cause the  victory  which  onr  common  anna  were 
about  to  achieve,  was  not  to  equre  to  him  and 
his  party,  but  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  his 
allies  and  their  canse.  I  thought  that,  actuated 
by  patriotism,  (that  noblest  of  human  virtues,) 
we  had  been  contending  together  for  onr  com- 
mon country,  for  her  violated  rights,  her  threat- 
ened liberties,  her  prostrate  oonstitation.  Never 
did  I  suppose  that  personal  or  party  considera- 
tions entered  into  our  views.  Whether,  if  vic- 
tory shall  ever  again  be  abont  to  perch  upon 
the  standard  of  the  spoils  party,  (the  denomina- 
tion which  the  Senator  nom  South  Carolina 
has  so  often  given  to  his  present  allies,)  he  will 
not  feel  himself  constrained,  by  the  principles 
on  which  he  has  acted,  to  leave  them,  beoanse  it 
may  not  enure  to  the  benefit  of  himself  and  his 
party,  I  leave  to  be  a^usted  between  themselves. 
The  speech  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina was  plausible,  in^niooa,  abstract,  meta- 
physical, and  generalizing.  It  did  not  ^)pear 
to  me  to  be  adapted  to  the  bosoms  and  business 
of  human  life.  It  was  aerial,  and  not  very  high 
up  in  the  air,  Mr.  President^  either ;  not  quite 
as  high  as  Mr.  Clayton  was  in  his  last  ascension 
in  his  balloon.  The  Senator  announced  that 
there  was  a  single  alternative,  and  no  escape 
from  one  or  the  other  branch  of  it.  He  stated 
that  we  must  take  the  bill  under  consideration, 
or  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Virginia.  I  do  not  concur  in  that  statement  of 
the  case.  There  is  another  coarse  embraced  in 
neither  branch  of  the  Senator's  alternative ;  and 
that  course  is  to  do  nothing :  always  the  wisest 
when  you  are  not  certain  what  you  ought  to 
do.  Let  us  suppose  that  neither  branch  of  the 
alternative .  is  accepted,  and  that  nothing  is 
done :  what,  then,  would  be  the  consequence  ? 
There  would  be  a  restoration  of  the  law  of 
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1789,  with  all  its  oantions  proTisions  and  secnri- 
ties,  provided  by  the  visaom  of  onr  ancestors, 
vhich  has  been  so  trampled  upon  by  the  late 
and  present  Administrations.  By  that  law, 
establishing  the  Treasury  Department,  the 
treasure  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  received, 
kept,  and  disbursed  by  the  Treasurer,  under  a 
bond  with  ample  secnrity,  under  a  large  penalty 
fixed  by  law,  and  not  lelt,  as  this  bill  leaves  it, 
to  the  uncertain  discretion  of  a  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  If,  therefore,  we  were  to  do  nothing, 
that  law  would  be  revived;  the  Treasurer 
would  have  the  custody,  as  he  ought  to  have, 
of  the  public  money,  and  donbtless  he  would 
make  special  deposits  of  it  in  all  instances  with 
safe  and  sound  State  banks,  as  in  some  cases 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  now  obliged  to 
do.  Thus,  we  should  have  in  operation  that 
very  special  deposit  system,  so  much  desired  by 
some  gentlemen,  by  which  the  public  money 
would  remdn  separated  and  unmixed  with  the 
money  of  banks.  There  is  yet  anotlier  course, 
onembraced  by  either  brandi  of  the  alternative 
presented  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina ; 
and  that  is  to  establish  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  constituted  according  to  the  old  and  ap- 
proved method  of  forming  such  an  institution, 
tested  and  sanctioned  by  experience;  a  Bank 
of  the  United  States  wiiich  should  blend  public 
and  private  interests,  and  be  subject  to  public 
and  private  control,  united  together  in  such 
manner  as  to  present  safe  and  salutary  checks 
against  all  abuses..  The  Senator  mistekes  his 
own  abandonment  of  that  institution  as  ours. 
I  know  that  the  party  in  power  has  barricaded 
itself  against  the  establishment  of  such  a  bank. 
It  adopted,  at  the  last  extra  session,  the  extra- 
ordinuy  and  unprecedented  resolution,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  shonld  not  have 
each  a  bank,  although  it  might  be  manifest  that 
there  was  a  dear  minority  of  them  demanding 
it.  Bat  the  day  may  come,  and  I  trnst  is  not 
distant,  when  the  wUl  of  the  people  must  pre- 
vail in  the  councils  of  their  own  Government ; 
and  when  it  does  arrive,  a  bank  will  be  estab- 
lished. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  reminds  us 
that  we  denounced  the  pet  bonk  system ;  and 
so  we  did,  and  so  we  do.  But  does  it  therefore 
follow  that,  bad  as  that  system  was,  we  must 
be  driven  into  the  acceptance  of  a  system  infi- 
nitely worse!  He  tells  us  that  the  bill  under 
conrideration  takes  the  public  funds  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Executive,  and  places  them  in  the 
hands  of  tiie  law.  It  does  ho  such  thing.  They 
are  now  without  law,  it  is  true,  in  the  custody 
of  the  Executive ;  and  the  bill  proposes  by  law 
to  confirm  them  in  that  custody,  and  to  convey 
new  and  enormous  powers  of  control  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive over  them.  Every  custodary  of  the 
public  funds  provided  by  the  bill  is  a  creature 
of  the  Exeontive,  dependent  up<m  his  breath, 
and  sul))eet  to  the  same  brewi  for  removal, 
whenever  the  Executive,  fW>m  caprice,  from 
tyranny,  or  from  party  motives,  sball  choose  to 
order  it.    What  safety  is  ther*  for  the  pablio 


money,  if  there  were  a  hundred  subordiMto 
executive  ofBcers  charged  with  its  care,  vbibt 
the  docti^ne  of  the  absolute  unity  of  the  wboit 
Executive  power,  promulgated  by  the  last  Ad- 
ministration, and  persisted  in  by  this,  rtouiiM 
unrevoked,  and  unrebnked. 

Whilst  the  Senator  from  South  Carolins  pro- 
fesses to  be  the  friend  of  State  bonks,  he  bs 
attacked   the  whole  banking  system  of  the 
United  States.    He  is  their  friend;  he  onlf 
thinks  they  are  all  unconstitutional!    Vhjt 
Because  the  coining  power  is  possessed  by  tite 
General  Government,  and  that  coining  power, 
he  argues,  was  intended  to  supply  a  cnrrenejr 
of  the  precious  metals;  but  the  State  b«ob 
absorb  the  precions  metals,  and  withdraw  the* 
from  circulation,  and,  therefore,  are  in  confiict 
with  the  coining  power.    That  power,  soooid- 
ing  to  my  view  of  it,  is  nothing  but  a  ntked 
authority  to  stamp  certain  pieces  of  the  p»- 
cions  metals,  in  fixed  proportions  of  alloy  ud 
pure  metal,  prescribed  by  law,  so  that  tbdr 
exact  value  may  be  known.    When  that  office 
is  performed,  the  power  is  faneUu  officio;  the 
money  passes  out  of  the  Mint,  and  beoomei  the 
lawful  property  of  those  who  legaUy  acquire  it. 
They  may  do  with  it  as  they  please,  throw  it 
into  the  ocean,  bury  it  in  the  earth,  or  melt  it 
in  a  crucible,  without  violating  any  law.   Vhcs 
it  has  once  left  the  vaults  of  tiie  mint,  the  law- 
maker has  nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  to  proteot 
it  against  those  who  attempt  to  debase  or  ooon- 
terfeit,  and,  subsequently,  to  pass  it  as  Uwftil 
money.    In  the  sense  in  which  the  Senator  np- 
poses  banks  to  oonfiict  with  the  coining  power, 
foreign  commerce,  and  espedally  oar  oommette 
with  China,  conflicts  with  it  much  more  extes- 
sively.    That  is  the  great  absorbent  erf' the  pre- 
cious metals,  and  is,  therefore,  much  more  im- 
constitutional  than  the  State  banks.    Foceim 
commerce  sends  them  out  of  the  country ;  baub 
retain  them  within  it    The  distingnidied  Sen- 
ator is  no  enemy  to  the  banks ;  he  merely  tbinb 
them  injurious  to  the  morals  and  indostiy  of 
the  country.    He  likes  them  verr  well,  but  k 
nevertheless  believes  that  they  levy  a  tax  a 
twenty-five  millions  annually  on  the  iodostiT 
of  the  country  1    Let  us  examine,  Mr.  Preadest, 
how  this  enormous  and  iniquitous  aaseesnMt 
is  made,  according  to  the  argument  <rf  the  8«s- 
ator  fi^>m  South  Carolina.   He  states  that  tbtte 
is  a  mass  of  debt  doe  from  the  commooityto 
the  banks,  amounting  to  1475,000,000.  the  ii- 
terest  upon  which,  constituting  about  that  am 
of  $26,000,000,  forms  the  exceptionable  ttt 
Now,  this  sum  is  not  paid  by  the  whole  oi»- 
mnnity,  but  only  by  those  individuals  who  oe- 
tain  discounts  from  the  bulks.    They  boirow 
money  at  six  per  cent  interest,  and  invest  it  a 
profitable  adventures,  or  otherwise  emplor  *• 
They  would  not  borrow  it  if  they  did  oot  «j^ 
pose  they  could  make  profit  by  it;  •»»  "f 
probability  is  that  they  do  make  pr(«t  by  it 
Instead,  therefore,  of  there  being  any  KW  m 
the  operation,  there  is  an  aetnal  gs""*"  r~ 
oommoiiity,  by  the  exoees  of  pntf  t  made  ne- 
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Tond  six  per  cent  interest,  which  they  pay. 
what  are  banks?  They  are  mere  organized 
agencies  for  the  loan  of  money  and  the  transac- 
tion of  monetary  bosiness ;  regulated  agencies 
acting  under  the  prescripdons  of  law,  and  sub- 
ject to  a  responsibility,  moral  and  legal,  far 
transcending  that  tmder  which  any  private  cap- 
italist operates.  A  number  of  persons  not  choos- 
ing to  lend  out  their  money  privately,  associate 
together,  bring  their  respective  capitals  into  a 
common  stock,  which  is  controlled  and  man- 
aged by  the  corporate  government  of  a  bank. 
If  no  association  whatever  had  been  formed,  a 
large  portion  of  this  capital,  a  large  portion, 
therefore,  of  that  very  debt  of  $476,000,000, 
wonld  still  exist,  in  the  shape  of  private  loans. 
The  Senator  fk>m  South  Carolina  might  as  well 
collect  the  aggregate  amount  of  all  the  mort- 
gages, bonds,  and  notes  which  have  been  ex- 
ecnted  in  the  United  States  for  loaus,  and  assert 
that  the  interest  paid  upon  the  total  sum  con- 
stituted a  tax  levied  upon  the  community. 

In  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
banks  fh>m  the  community,  and  fh>m  the  banks 
to  the  community,  there  would  not  be  as  much 
difficulty  as  the  Senator  seems  to  apprehend. 
From  the  mass  of  debts  dno  to  the  banks  are  to 
be  dedncted,  first,  the  amount  of  subscriptions 
which  constitute  their  capitals ;  secondly,  the 
amount  of  deposits  to  the  credit  of  individoals 
in  their  custody ;  and,  thirdly,  the  amount  of 
their  notes  in  circnlation.  How  easily  will 
these  mutual  debts  neutralize  each  other  I  The 
same  person,  in  numberless  instances,  will  com- 
bine in  himself  the  relations  both  of  creditor 
and  debtor. 

The  only  general  operation  of  banks  beyond 
their  discounts  and  de^sits,  which  pervades 
the  whole  community,  is  that  of  furnishing  a 
circulation  in  redeemable  paper,  beyond  the 
amount  of  specie  to  redeem  it  in  their  vaults. 
And  can  it  be  doubted  that  this  additional  sap- 
ply  of  money  fbmishes  a  powerful  stimulus  to 
industry  and  production,  fully  compensating 
any  casual  inconveniences,  which  sometimes, 
though  rarely,  occur  ?  B^hks  reduce  the  rate 
of  interest,  and  repress  inordinate  usury.  The 
salutary  influence  of  banking  operations  is  de- 
monstrated in  countries  and  sections  of  country 
where  they  prevail,  when  contrasted  with  those 
in  which  they  are  not  found.  In  the  former, 
all  is  bustle,  activity,  general  prosperity.  The 
country  is  beautified  and  adorned  by  the  noble 
works  of  internal  improvement ;  the  cities  are 
filled  with  splendid  edifices,  and  the  wharves 
covered  with  the  rich  productions  of  our  own 
or  of  foreign  climates.  In  the  latter,  all  is  slug- 
gishness, uothfnlness,  and  inactivity.  England, 
m  modem  time,  illustrates  the  great  advantages 
of  banks,  of  credit,  and  of  stimulated  industry. 
Contrast  her  with  Spain,  destitute  of  all  those 
advantages.  In  ancient  times,  Athens  would 
present  an  image  of  full  and  active  employment 
of  all  the  enecgies  of  man,  carried  to  the  blu- 
est point  of  civilization,  while  her  neightK>r, 


Sparta,  with  her  iron  money,  affords  another 
of  the  boasted  benefits  of  metallio  circulation. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  would  do 
the  banks  no  harm ;  but  they  are  deemed  by 
him  highly  injurious  to  the  planting  interest  1 
Accordmg  to  him,  they  inflate  prices,  and  the 
poor  planter  sells  his  productions  for  hard 
money,  and  has  to  purchase  his  supplies  at  the 
swoHen  prices  produced  by  a  paper  medium. 
Now,  I  must  dissent  altogetiier  from  the  Sena- 
tor's statement  of  the  case.  England,  the  prin- 
cipal customer  of  the  planter,  is  quite  as  much, 
if  not  more,  a  paper  country  than  ours.  And 
the  paper-money  prices  of  the  one  country  are 
neutralized  by  the  paper-money  prices  of  the 
other  country.  If  the  argument  were  true, 
that  a  paper-money  country  trades  disadvan> 
tageously  with  a  hard-money  country,  we  ought 
to  continue  to  employ  a  paper  medium,  to 
counterbalance  the  paper  medium  of  England. 
And  if  we  were  to  banish  our  paper,  and  sub- 
stitute alt(M;ether  a  metallio  currency,  we  should 
lie  exposed  to  the  very  inequality  which  has 
been  insisted  upon.  But  there  is  nuthins  ill 
that  view  of  the  matter  which  is  presented  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  Ifj  as  he 
asserts,  prices  were  always  inflated  m  this 
country  beyond  their  standitrd  in  England,  the 
rate  of  exchange  would  be  constantly  against 
ns.  An  examination,  however,  into  the  actual 
state  of  exchange  between  the  two  ooantries, 
for  a  long  series  of  years,  evinces  that  it  has 
generally  been  in  our  nivor.  In  the  direct  trade 
between  England  and  this  country,  I  have  no 
doubt  there  is  a  large  annual  balance  ajjainst 
OS ;  but  that  balance  is  adjusted  and  liquidated 
by  balances  in  our  favor  in  other  branches  of 
our  foreign  trade,  which  have  finally  concen- 
trated in  England,  as  the  great  centre  of  the 
commercial  world. 

Of  all  the  interests  and  branches  of  industry 
in  this  country,  none  has  profited  more  by  tho 
use  and  employment  of  credit  and  capital 
derived  from  banks  and  other  sources,  than  the 
planting  interest.  It  habitually  employs  credit 
m  all  countries  where  planting  agriculture  pre- 
vuls.  The  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Ar- 
kansas, and  Louisiana,  have  almost  sprung  into 
existence,  as  it  were,  by  magic,  os,  at  least, 
have  been  vastly  improved  and  extended  under 
the  influence  of  the  credit  system.  Lands, 
slaves,  utensils,  beasts  of  burden,  and  other 
supplies,  have  been  constantly  bought,  and  still 
continue  to  be  purchased,  upon  credit;  and 
bank  ^ncy  is  all-essential  to  give  the  most 
beneficial  operation  to  these  credits.  But  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
which  I  am  comliating,  would  not  be  correct, 
if  it  were  true  that  we  have  inflated  prices  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  without  a  correspond- 
ing inflation  of  price  on  the  oth&r  side ;  because 
the  planter  generally  selling  at  home,  and  buy- 
ing at  home,  the  proceeds  of  his  sale,  whatever 
they  may  be,  constitute  the  moans  by  which 
he  effects  his  purchases,  and  consequently  nen- 
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tralize  each  other.  In  what  do  we  of  the 
West  receive  pajment  for  tlie  immense  quantity 
of  live  stock  and  other  produce  of  our  industry, 
which  we  annually  sell  to  the  South  and  South- 
west, but  that  paper  medium  now  so  much  de- 
cried and  denounced  ?  The  Senator  from  SonUi 
Carolina  is  very  fund  of  the  State  banks ;  but 
he  thinks  there  is  no  legitimate  currency  except 
that  of  the  constitution.  He  contends  that  the 
power  which  the  GovermneDt  possesses  to  im- 
pose taxes  restricts  it,  in  their  payment,  to  the 
receipt  of  the  precious  metals.  But  the  consti- 
tution does  not  say  so.  The  power  is  given  in 
broad  and  unrestricted  terms ;  and  the  Govern- 
ment is  left  at  liberty  to  coUect  the  taxes  in 
whatever  medium  or  commodity,  from  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  case,  it  can  collect  them.  It  is, 
doubtless,  much  the  most  convenient  to  collect 
them  in  money,  because  that  represents,  or  can 
command,  every  thing,  the  want  of  which  is 
implied  by  the  power  of  taxation.  But  sup- 
pose there  was  no  money  in  the  country,  none 
whatever,  to  be  extorted  by  the  tax-gatherers 
fh>m  an  impoverished  people :  is  the  power  of 
Government  to  cease,  and  the  people  to  be 
tbrown  back  into  a  state  of  nature  ?  The  Sen- 
ator asks  if  taxes  could  be  levied  and  collected 
in  tobacco,  in  cotton,  and  other  commodities  ? 
Undoubtedly  they  could,  if  the  necessity  exist- 
ed for  Huch  an  inconvenient  imposition.  Such 
a  case  of  necessity  did  exist  in  the  colony  of 
Yirginia,  and  other  colonies,  prior  to  Uie  Revo- 
lution, and  taxes  were  accordingly  levied  in 
tobacco  or  other  commodities,  as  wolf-scalps, 
even  at  this  day,  compose  a  part  of  the  revenue 
of  more  than  one  State. 

The  argument,  then,  of  the  Senator  against 
the  right  of  the  Government  to  receive  bank 
notes  in  payment  of  public  dues,  a  practice 
coeval  with  the  existence  of  the  Government, 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  sound.  It  is  not 
accurate,  for  another  reason.  Bank  notes, 
when  convertible  at  the  will  of  the  holder  into 
specie,  are  so  much  counted  or  told  specie,  like 
the  specie  which  is  counted  and  put  in  marked 
kegs,  denoting  the  quantity  of  their  contents. 
The  Senator  tells  us  that  it  has  been  only  with- 
in a  few  days  that  he  has  discovered  that  it  is 
illegal  to  .receive  bank  notes  in  payment  of 
public  dues.  Does  he  think  that  the  usage  of 
the  Government  under  all  its  administrations, 
and  with  every  party  in  power,  which  has  pre- 
vailed for  nigh  fifty  years,  ought  to  be  set  aside 
by  a  novel  theory  of  his,  just  dreamed  into 
existence,  even  if  it  possesses  the  merit  of  in- 
genuity ?  The  bill  under  consideration,  which 
has  been  eulogized  by  the  Senator  as  periect  in 
its  structure  and  details,  contains  a  provision 
that  bank  notes  shall  be  received  in  diminished 
proportions,  during  a  term  of  six  years.  He 
nimself  introduoeof  that  identical  principle.  It 
is  the  only  part  of  the  bill  that  is  emphaticaUy 
his.  How,  then,  can  he  contend  that  it  is  tm- 
constitntional  to  receive  bank  notes  in  payment 
of  public  dues  t  I  appeal  from  himself  to  him- 
self.   The  Senator  further  contends,  tiiat  gen- 


eral deposits  cannot  be  made  with  banks,  isd 
be  thus  confounded  with  the  general  msss  of 
the  funds  on  which  they  transact  busiiiesa. 
The  argument  supposes  tiiat  the  money  col- 
lected for  taxes  must  be  preserved  in  identity ; 
but  that  is  impossible,  often,  to  do.  Uav  not  s 
collector  give  the  small  change  which  he  has 
received  from  one  tax-payer  to  another  tax- 

Sayer,  to  enable  him  to  effect  his  payment! 
[ay  he  not  change  gold  for  silver,  or  tiu  ttrtu, 
or  both,  if  he  be  a  distant  collector,  to  obtain. 
an  undoubted  remittance  to  the  public  Treas- 
ury f    What,  Mr.  President,  is  the  process  of 
making  deposits  with  banks!    The  deposit  ii 
made,  and  a  credit  is  entered  for  its  anonnt  to 
the  Government.    That  credit  is  supposed  to 
be  the  exact  equivalent  of  the  amount  depont- 
ed,  ready  and  forthcoming  to  the  Governmoit 
whenever  it  is  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  dis- 
bursement.   It  is  immaterial  to  the  Govera- 
ment  whether  it  receives  back  again  the  identical 
money  put  in,  or 'other  money  of  eqnal  valne. 
All  that  it  wants  is  what  it  put  in  the  bank,  or 
its  equivalent ;  and  that,  in  ordinary  times,  vith 
such  prudent  banks  as  alone  ought  to  be  select- 
ed, it  is  sure  of  getting.    Agwi :  the  Treasmy 
baa  frequently  to  make  remittances  to  fmvign 
countries,  to  meet  the  exjwnditure  necessary 
there  for  our  naval  squadrons,  and  other  pur- 
poses.   They  are  made  to  the  bankers,  to  the 
Barings  or  the  Bothscbilds,  in  the  form  of  bilb 
of  ezdbange  purchased  in  the  market  by  tlie 
agents  of  the  Government  here,  with  money 
drawn  out  of  the  Treasury.    Here  is  one  con- 
version of  the  money  received  from  the  tax- 
gatherer  into  the  Treasury.     The  biUa  are 
transmitted  to  the  bankers,  honored,  P"^;*™ 
the  amount  credited  by  uiem  to  the  XkUA 
States.    Are  the  bankers  bound  to  i«am  the 
proceeds  of  the  bills  in  identity !   iw  ti«y 
bound  to  do  more  than  credit  the  G«wnM»«t 
for  an  equal  amount,  for  which  th^  «t«^ 
responsible  whenever  it  is  wanted !    If  tb*! 
should  happen  to  use  any  portion  of  those  ray 
proceeds  of  bills  remitted  to  them  in  their 
banking  operationa,»would  it  be  drawing  mon^ 
from  the  Treasury,  contrary  to  the  provisiona 
of  the  constitntion  f 


EOUBE  OF  RKPRESKSTATlVEa 

Wbdnesdat,  February  21.  ■ 
NeKtnd  Belationi. 

The  House  took  up  the  "Act  to  «n>end" 
act,  entitled  '  An  act  m  addition  to  the  "ct  wr 
the  puni^ment  of  certain  crimes  against  tt« 
United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  mtm 
mentioned.'"  ,   ta     tn 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  vv*  w 
commit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
was  taken,  and  disagreed  to. 

The  question  then  pending  was  the  snhebtnte 
for  part  of  the  first  and  the  whola  of  the  seoona 
sections  of  the  biU  submitted  by  Mr.  ^^'^\ 

Mr.  HowABD  stated  tiiat  tbe  prinoqUes  on 
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which  this  bill  was  based,  bad  been  the  nni- 
ft>rm  priaciples  of  this  GoTernment  ever  since 
its  formation.  It  had  always  been  the  policy 
of  this  Oovenunent  to  remain  at  peace  witl^  aU 
nations,  and  to  enforce  its  neutrality  whenever 
it  became  necessary  to  do  so.  This  principle 
was  adopted  in  the  act  of  1794,  which  he  wished 
the  noase  to  bear  in  mind.  At  that  time  this 
ooontry  began  to  fed  the  sitnatioa  in  which  it 
-'was  placed,  by  being  called  upon  by  a  foreign 
power  to  enforce  its  neutrality.  Oongrees  then 
pMsed  a  law  to  prevent  the  enlistment  of  men, 
within  the  jurisaiction  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  hostility  against  any 
Government  with  which  we  might  be  at  peace. 
This  bill  rested  power  in  the  President  to 
employ  the  army  and  navy  for  the  purpose  of 
cnrorcing  this  law.  This  bill,  then,  only  pro- 
vided for  the  prevention  of  the  fitting  out  of 
saval  expeditions,  and  the  enlisting  of  soldiers 
'within  our  territory,  to  carry  on  war  against  a 
nation  with  which  we  might  be  at  peace.  Af- 
terwards, when  a  war  broke  out  between  France 
and  England,  it  became  necessary  to  make  fur- 
ther provision  to  preserve  onr  neutrality  in  con- 
Mqnenoe  of  the  change  of  circumstances.  It 
then  became  necessary  to  prevent  the  fitting 
oat  of  privateers  in  onr  waters ;  and  in  addition 
to  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1794,  it  became 
neoeasary  to  vest  in  the  President  power  to  au- 
thorize the  collectors  to  seize  upon  vessels  fit- 
ting out  in  our  waters.  Kow,  the  face  of  things 
has  again  changed,  and  it  becomes  necessary 
for  ns  to  make  further  changes  in  our  legisla- 
tion. In  consequence  of  the  small  nnml^r  of 
onr  collectors  on  the  fix>ntier,  it  became  neces- 
sary that  the  President  should  call  to  his  aid 
other  officers,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  our 
neutrality.  It  became  necessary  for  us  to  bring 
the  aid  of  the  civil  power  to  co-operate  with 
the  military  power  in  preserving  our  neutrality, 
as  that  duty  is  now  conferred  almost  exclusively 
on  the  military  power.  This  he  considered  to 
be  improper,  and  hoped  gentlemen  were  not 
disposed  to  keep  up  such  exhibitions  as  we  have 
had  for  the  last  few  weeks.  He  hoped  we  were 
not  to  have  a  body  of  armed  men  maithing  to 
and  fro,  arresting  and  disarming  persons  who 
might  ha  about  to  violate  our  neutrality,  when 
titat  duty  could  be  as  well  and  better  performed 
by  the  civil  authority.  We  have  recently  seen 
a  part  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  engaged 
in  marching  several  hundred  miles,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arresting;  and  disarming  some  two  or 
three  hundred  persons,  who  had  assembled  for 
the  purpose  of  entering  Canada.  This  was  a 
i9>ectaele  which  he  did  not  desire  to  see  kept 
up,  and  he  hoped  the  Honse  would  make  such 
provision  speMlIy  as  would  supersede  the  ne- 
cessity of  such  military  operations.  The  civil 
authority,  he  maintained,  ought  first  to  be  ap- 
plied, and  when  it  failed,  there  would  be  time 
enough  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  military  power. 
The  civil  power,  however,  he  believed  would 
be  amply  sufficient  to  preserve  our  neutral  rela- 
tioos  with  Canada. 


Mr.  MxBOBB  contended  that  the  power  under 
the  laws  of  1794  and  1818,  was  ample  for  th« 
purpose  of  arresting  all  the  exjteditions  which 
might  be  undertaken  against  Canada.  The  de- 
fect was  not  in  the  law,  but  in  the  administra> 
tion  of  the  law.  It  Was  with  infinite  surprise 
that  he  had  seen  the  President  of  the  United 
States  call  upon  the  Governor  of  New  York  to 
issue  his  proclamation  to  enforce  a  law,  when 
the  Executive  should  have  issued  his  own  proo> 
lamation,  as  it  was  a  law  of  the  Umted  States 
which  was  to  be  enforced. 

Mr.  HoLSET  considered  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
this  Government  to  preserve  its  neutrality  tow- 
ards all  nations  with  which  it  might  be  at 
peace,  and  he  contended,  that  there  was  no 
way  of  doing  this  but  by  the  Grovernment  pre- 
venting its  citizens  from  interfering  in  the  afindta 
of  foreign  Governments. 

This  principle  had  been  held  by  this  Govern- 
ment from  its  foundation,  and  he  would  ask 
gentlemen  if  they  were  prepared  now  to  pursae 
a  different  course  of  policy  f  He  referred  to 
the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Madison,  when 
Secretary  of  State,  and  Mr.  Pinckney,  our  min- 
ister at  that  time  in  Spain,  in  which  Mr.  Mad- 
ison took  the  ground  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
that  Crovernment  not  only  to  restrain  its  own 
citizens  from  fitting  oat  expeditions  against  for- 
eign Governments,  with  which  that  Govern- 
ment misht  be  at  peace,  but  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  that  Government  to  restrain  foreigners 
within  their  borders  from  interfering  or  med- 
dling with  the  afifairs  of  other  Governments. 

Jib.  Aducs  denied  that  any  haste  was  neces- 
sary, for  this  was  not  a  case  of  the  tomahawk 
and  scalplng-knife  character.  Mr.  A.  went  on 
to  aivue  against  the  original,  though  he  be- 
lieved he  should  vote  for  the  modified  substi- 
tute to  the  first  section  submitted  by  Mr. 
LooMis,  and  that  of  Mr.  Patton. 


TamiSDAT,  February  22. 
Ifeutral  Selationt. 

The  qneetion  pending  was  on  agreeing  to  the 
modified  amendment  of  Mr.  Looias,  to  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  ToncKT  said  It  had  been  objected  that 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  came  into  conflict  with  this  bill 
as  to  the  right  of  seizure.  He  apprehended, 
however,  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  this 
objection,  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  fourth  article 
applied  merely  to  general  search  warrants,  and 
had  no  application  to  the  kind  of  seizures  re- 
ferred to  in  t;hi8  bill.  He  supposed  the  ease  of 
an  embargo  law  being  passed,  would  any  one 
doubt  that  the  officers  of  the  Government  would 
have  a  right  to  seize  vessels  about  to  violate 
that  law  ?  Again :  in  the  case  of  goods  about 
to  be  smuggle^  would  there  be  any  doabt  of 
the  right  of  Government  officers  to  seize  the 
goods  t  This  was  his  idea  in  relation  to  wis 
artide  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
on  this  Buljeot. 
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The  Constittition  of  the  United  States  de- 
clares that  the  right  of  the  people  to  bear 
amis  shall  remain  inviolate.  Then  how  does 
this  amendment  apply  to  the  case?  and  how 
are  the  people  to  oe  secured  in  their  right  to 
bear  arms,  if  this  amendment  passed.  Why,  if 
this  amendment  was  adopted,  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  who  might  be  fonnd  with  arms 
or  munitions  of  war  in  his  possession,  and  he 
expressed  an  intention  of  using  them  in  carry- 
ing on  hostilities  in  a  conterminous  couitry,  he 
is  guilty  of  a  high  crime  by  yonr  law,  and  sub- 

iect  to  fine  and  imprisonment.  Not  only  this, 
ot  if  he  has  any  wagon,  vessel,  or  vehicle,  of 
axkj  description,  and  he  says  he  is  going  to  use 
those  vehicles  in  carrying  on  any  war  in  a  con- 
terminous territory,  they  are  liable  to  seizure, 
and  the  person  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  $8,000,  and 
imprisonment  for  three  years. 

These  were  the  principles  of  this  amendment, 
and  these  were  principles  which  he  entirely 
detested  and  abhorred,  and  be  protested  against 
this  Idnd  of  legislation.  Forther  than  this,  tlie 
amendment  nnder  consideration  would  apply 
in  a  most  odious  manner  to  persons  emigrating 
from  this  country  to  a  country  conterminous 
with  our  country.  If  a  citizen  of  this  country 
should  attempt  to  pass  from  this  country  to 
ICexico  or  Texas,  and  hostility  should  be  going 
on  there,  he  might  have  his  property  seized, 
and  himself  fined  and  imprisoned  nnder  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section,  as  it  was  proposed  now 
to  amend  it.  Further  than  this,  every  citizen 
of  the  United  States  on  the  frontier  who  might 
have  arms  or  ammunition  in  his  possession,  and 
might  express  an  intention  of  using  them  in  the 
prosecution  of  hostilities  in  a  conterminous 
country,  he  would  be  subject  to  the  penalties 
provided  in  this  section. 

Again :  if  Mexico  should  invade  Texas,  and 
a  citizen  of  Texas  in  this  country  should  at- 
tempt to  go  home  to  his  own  country  to  defend 
his  own  soil,  he  would  be  subject  to  the  penal- 
ties  of  this  bill,  and  thrown  into  jail.  It,  on  the 
other  hand,  Texas  should  invade  Mexico,  and 
any  citizen  from  Mexico  should  attempt  to  go 
from  this  country  to  defend  his  country,  he 
would  be  held  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment. 
Again :  if  any  Canadian  or  any  subject  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  who  might  be  in  this 
country,  should  attempt  to  go  home  while  hos- 
tilities were  going  on  there,  he  would  be  sub- 
ject to  the  penalties  here  imposed.  He  con- 
tended,  if-  this  bill  was  passed,  as  it  was  at- 
tempted to  amend  it,  and  it  was  attempted  to 
carry  out  its  provisions,  that  it  would  involve 
ns  in  interminable  difficulties. 

The  act  of  1818,  in  his  opinion,  went  far 
enough,  and  as  far  as  any  act  ought  to  go,  and 
he  would  not  consent  to  go  beyond  the  princi- 
ple contEunod  in  that  law,  and  the  principles 
under  which  we  had  acted,  without  being  in- 
volved in  difficulties,  for  the  last  half  century. 
The  bill  of  the  ^Senate  was  drawn  up  with  an 
eye  to  Qiese  principles,  and  so  far  as  it  went, 
be  VOB  willing  to  go,  but  no  tarOiA. 


Mr.  UsrssBwooD  opposed  1x»th  the  amend- 
ment submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Kev 
York  and  the  origin^  bill,  as  a  measure  a- 
tirely  improper  to  be  adopted  by  this  oonntiy. 
By  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  he  expected  thn, 
in  case  of  difficulties  between  Mexico  and 
Texas,  the  citizens  of  the  West  mic ht  be  pro- 
hibited from  trading  in  horses  and  mules,  u 
well  as  ums  and  ammunition;  with  the  people 
of  Texas  or  Mexico.  It  might  aiao  prevent 
emigration  fr«m  the  South  and  West  to  thow 
countries,  or  it  may  prevent  emigration  fiwa 
the  United  States  to  Canada.  Suppose  a  party 
of  a  hundred  families  going  from  the  West  to 
Texas,  of  course  they  would  take  tbwr  rifles 
and  ammunition  with  them.  Then,  if  yoor 
United  States  officer  met  them,  and  asked  thai 
what  use  they  were  going  to  make  of  the  amu 
they  were  taking  wi&  them,  and  they  said  ther 
would  use  them  to  carry  on  a  war  with  MeiiM, 
in  case  their  rights  were  invaded,  they  wooU 
be  subject  to  arrest  and  imprisonment  by  this 
bill 

It  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  bill  to 
trammel  trade  and  commerce,  and  he  hoped 
every  gentleman  who  was  in  favor  of  a  n«e 
trade  upon  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  lavs 
of  nations,  would  oppose  it.  He  maiBtained 
that  it  was  the  right  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  carry  on  a  trade  with  any 
country  that  had  a  war  raging  within  her  bor- 
ders ;  and  he  maintained  further,  that  if  there 
were  two  hostile  armies  at  the  present  time  in 
Canada,  (the  one  on  the  one  side  of  one  of  thor 
great  rivers,  and  the  other  on  the  other  adi,) 
we  had  a  perfect  right  to  trade  with  both,  and 
furnish  both  with  bread  and  beei^  withoot,  in 
any  manner,  compromitting  oar  neutrafity. 
TUs  bill  imposed  penalties  which  were  new 
thought  of  at  any  former  time  in  our  histoy. 
It  would  impose  a  penalty  on  the  citizens  of  a 
foreign  country  wbo  might  be  driven  into  ias 
country  by  the  stress  of  circumstances,  w^ 
arms  in  their  hands.  Such  persons  were  liable 
to  be  seized,  fined,  and  imprisoned. 

Now  this  was  a  monstrous  principle ;  and  he 
hoped  liever  to  see  it  carried  into  execution  in 
this  country.  Suppose  the  case  of  t w  o  Eonqpean 
nations  being  engaged  in  carrying  on  a  manuna 
war,  and  one  of  the  fleets  should  be  driven  into 
the  harbor  of  New  York  by  a  superior  force. 
Would  you  seize  that  fleet,  and  hold  the  offioen 
and  seamen  guilty  of  a  high  crime,  and  fine  and 
imprison  them  ?  He  thought  not.  It  would  ba 
our  duty  to  protect  them  whilst  in  our  wttm. 
Again :  suppose  a  superior  force  at  Malda 
should  drive  out  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  vho 
might  be  in  arms,  and  those  inhabitants  of  that 
place  should  take  refuge  in  Detroit ;  would  yon 
seize  upon  them!  hold  them  guilty  of  aU^ 
crime,  and  subject  them  to  a  fine  and  impriaoo- 
ment  ?  Was  uiis  the  principle  you  were  about 
to  establish  ?  If  it  was,  he  must  say  that  to 
utterly  detested  any  such  principle. 

The  British  authorities  in  Canada  went  npoo 
the  principle  of  protection  so  £ir,  that  th^  pn 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBESB. 


688 


Sd  Suss.] 


DtaA  (jfOe  Jitpntiilatha  JonaOuH  Cilleg,  JBkq. 


[Febsdakt,  1888. 


protection  to  all  our  renegado  slaves  who  es- 
caped and  went  within  their  dominions,  and 
why  should  we  be  prevented  from  giving  pro- 
tection to  the  oppressed  of  their  people?  Aa 
this  bill  hod  undergone  so  manj  phases,  be 
hoped  that  it  might  yet  undergo  a  total  eclipse, 
because  it  was  a  measure  which  he  believed 
cdcniated  to  do  very  great  injury  to  the  people 
of  this  country.  He  had  no  idea  of  making  a 
law  of  tills  kind,  which  was  only  to  apply  to 
conterminous  countries,  and  thought  if  any  bill 
of  the  kind  was  pa^tsed,  that  it  ought  to  be  gen- 
eral in  its  character.  With  the  view  of  teatins 
tills  question,  whether  the  House  was  disposed 
to  legislate  solely  with  reference  to  conter- 
minous territories,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  eonterminoiu  with  th«  United  Stattt." 


nr  SBNATK. 

Thubsday,  February  22. 
Independent  Treatwry. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Independent  Treasury  bill,  as  the  order  of  the 
day. 

Ifr.  ORrrTEKDBir   addressed   the  Senate  at 
length  in  opposition  to  the  bilL 


HOUSK  OF  EEPEESmnrATIVEa 

MoNDAT,  February  26. 
3eath  qf  (he  Eon,  Jonathan  Gittey. 

Mr.  Faibfixi.i>  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Spkaebb  :  An  event  has  occurred  since 
our  last  a^oamment,  which  has  spread  a  deep 
gloom  over  \h\a  community,  and  deprived  this 
body  of  one  of  its  most  valuable  members.  I 
*&nde,  sir,  to  the  death  of  my  late  colleague, 
tile  Hon.  JoiTATEAir  Cimnr,  which,  it  is  my 
pidnfal  duty  to  announce,  took  place  on  Sat- 
.  nrday  last  near  this  city.  One  hour  we  saw 
him  in  f^ll  life,  standing  in  the  midst  of  us  in 
&U  the  pride  and  vigor  of  manhood ;  the  next, 
a  helpless,  inanimate  corpse.  It  is  a  case,  sir, 
most  melanchuly  and  heart-rending  in  all  its 
O'TOomgtaiioes,  (of  which,  however,  this  is  not 
tiie  occasion  to  speak,)  and  brings  home  to  our 
minds,  with  peculiar  emphasis,  the  trite  but 
Mlemn  truth,  that  "  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are 
in  death." 

My  deceased  colleague  was  a  man  of  uncom- 
mon talents.  His  mind  was  strong,  vigorous. 
Well  stored,  and  well  disciplined.  He  bad, 
moreover,  that  indomitable  spirit  of  perse^ 
verance  in  all  the  pursuits  of  an  elevated  and 
honorable  ambition,  which  would  not  rest  satis- 
had  with  low  attainments.  He  partook,  largely, 
too,  of  that  fearless  patriotism  of  his  ancestors, 
which  made  them  "  pour  out  their  blood  like 
wateTj"  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  which 
*lso  displayed  itself  in  the  brave  and  chivalrous 
""B^not  of  an  only  brother  during  the  late  war. 

His  fellow-oitizais  had  often  dected  him  to 


places  of  honor  and  trust  in  the  State  of  his 
adoption,  and  had  now  given  him  a  seat  among 
the  Representatives  of  the  nation ; — among  us, 
w^o  are  now  spared  to  deplore  his  abrupt  and 
tragical  removal.  Though  he  had  not  long 
been  a  member  of  this  body,  he  had  established 
and  enviable  and  an  enduring  reputation.  His 
ready  powers  of  debate,  his  warm  and  fervid 
eloquence,  liis  manly  bearing  towards  oppo- 
nents, and  courteous  demeanor  to  all,  will  be 
readily  acknowledged,  and  long  remembered 
by  the  members  of  this  House. 

That  his  sudden  and  melancholy  death  will 
produce  a  deep  sensation  in  Mune,  and  indeed 
throughout  the  whole  country,  no  one  can 
doubt;  but  the  annunciation  of  the  dreadful 
fact  to  the  partner  of  his  bosom,  sitting  in  the 
midst  of  the  young  pledges  of  their  mutual 
affection,  little  dreaming  of  the  blow  that  awaits 
her,  it  is  shocking  to  contemplate.  l)o  one  can 
think  of  it  but  with  feelings  of  the  most  poig- 
nant and  heartfelt  grief.  May  "  He  who  tem- 
pers the  wind  to  Qie  shorn  lamb,"  and  who 
"will  not  break  the  bruised  reed,"  give  her 
that  consolation  and  support  which  she  needs, 
and  which  no  earthly  power  can  give. 

With  this  brief  and  imperfect  announcement, 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolutions: 

Rttolvtd,  That  the  members  of  this  House  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  Jonatbam  Cillit,  deceased, 
late  a  member  of  the  House  from  the  State  of  Maine, 
at  18  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Rttolvtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  Jonaibah 
Cillit,  deo^iaed. 

Raolved,  That  the  members  and  officen  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Jonathan  Cillit,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  onn 
for  thirty  dajs. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Faibfikld,  the  House 
then  adjourned  till  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 


VS  SENATE. 

MoNSAT,  February  26. 
Death  ofOte  Sepretentatite  Jonathan  GiUey,  Etq. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  announcing  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  JoNATHAK  CitxBT,  a  member  oif  that 
House  from  the  State  of  Maine,  and  stating  that 
the  funeral  would  take  place  from  the  hall  of 
the  House  to-morrow  *t  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  WiixiAMB  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  President :  I  came  into  the  Senate  this 
morning,  exhausted  and  overwhelmed,  to  per- 
form the  melancholy  duty  of  announcing  to 
you  and  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  the 
sudden  and  lamented  death  of  my  friend  and 
colleague,  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Cillet,  a  Repre- 
sentative from  Maine  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

At  the  last  adjournment  of  the  Senate,  Mr. 
OnxxT  was  in  perfect  health,  foU  of  hope  and 
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expectation  of  making  himself  nsefiil  in  assert- 
ing and  vindicating  the  violated  rights  of  his 
State,  and  of  distlngoishing  bimaelf  in  the  great 

Snestions  which  now  so  deeply  agitate  the  pnb- 
o  mind;  fUU  of  zeal  and  fu^ent  patrioDsm, 
and  of  devotion  to  the  great  cause  of  human 
liberty  and  of  human  rights,  he  considered  that 
a  crisis  had  arisen  when  his  country  had  a  right 
to  claim  the  services  of  her  sons.  He  obeyed 
the  call  of  his  oonstitaenta,  relinqaishing  the 
enjoyments  of  the  domestic  circle  of  a  wife  and 
three  children.  .  He  is  now  a  lifeless  corpse ; 
all  his  hopes  are  blasted  and  destroyed,  ana  his 
constituents  are  deprived  of  the  services  of  an 
able  and  faithful  representative. 

Mr.  OoxKT  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  belonged  to  one  of  the  most  ancient  and 
respectable  families  in  that  State.  Patriotism 
and  bravery  were  his  inheritance.  His  grand- 
fitther  was  the  distinguished  patriot  and  brave 
officer  of  the  Revolution,  General  Cilley ;  and 
his  brother,  Captain  Joseph  Cilley,  was  tiie  gal- 
lant leader  of  the  heroic  charge  under  Colonel 
Ifiller,  at  the  Battle  of  Bridgewater  Heights,  in 
the  last  war. 

The  deceased  was  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin 
College,  In  Maine,  and  by  his  superior  talents 
and  ^plication  attained  a  high  standing  at  the 
bar  in  that  State.  He  was  a  good  lawyer,  an 
able  advocate,  and  a  powerful  debater. 

From  early  life  Mr.  Cillet  was  ardentiy  at- 
tached to  the  principles  of  free  Gk>vemment ; 
a  zealous  advocate  of  the  rights  of  tiie  nhoU 
people,  and  a  determined  opponent  of  the  claim 
of  the  few  to  tyrannize  over  the  many. 

In  1882,  Mr.  CniBT  was  elected  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  Mdne,  and  in  1836  and 
1886  was  Speaker  of  that  body,  where  his  tal- 
ents and  love  of  country  became  so  conspicuous, 
that  in  1887  he  was  elected  to  Congress  in  a 
district  in  which  the  m^ority  were  his  political 
opponents.  ' 

Of  his  conduct  here  I  need  not  speak,  for  all 
who  hear  me,  and  all  who  knew  Mr.  Cillet  in 
the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  will  bear  testimony 
to  his  ability,  to  his  open,  frank,  and  deter- 
mined course,  to  the  high  order  of  his  talents 
and  powers  as  a  debater,  and  to  the  respect  and 
deference  he  paid  to  the  rights  of  others. 

As  a  man,  Mr.  OnxiT  was  warm,  ardent, 
generous,  noble;  as  a  friend,  true,  ffdthitd, 
abiding.  He  was  in  the  meridian  of  his  life, 
aged  86 :  the  past  was  the  earnest  of  the  fbture. 

In  his  death,  Maine  hA  lost  one  of  her  bright- 
est ornaments,  and  the  nation  is  bereft  of  a  de- 
voted patriot,  and  an  ardent,  sealoos  supporter 
of  its  free  institutions. 

The  sun  which  set  upon  the  lifeless  corpse 
of  my  late  friend  abd  colleague,  rose  bright  and 
cheering  upon  his  distant  firedde  oirde,  and  the 
wife  of  nis  bosom  blessed  its  ^adsome  beams, 
and  told  her  innocent  children  that  it  brought 
the  return  of  their  father  one  day  nearer. 

Alas!  nor  wife  nor  children  shall  see  him 
more.  Who  shall  now  penetrate  that  bereaved 
vatuAfm,  and  witness  the  tears,  the  agony,  the 


distraction  of  the  widow  and  the  fatheileMi 
Mr.  President,  I  cannot.  May  the  Father  k  ill 
mercies  be  their  comforter  and  their  ganxsi 

Of  the  cause  and  manner  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
CiUBT,  I  forbear  to  speak;  but  allow  me  to 
say,  that  it  is  my  solemn  conviction  that  be  en- 
tertained no  ill  will,  and  intended  no  disreqiecL 
to  Mr.  Gravbs,  in  any  thing  that  occurred;  and 
that  in  accepting  the  call,  ne  did  nothing  more 
than  he  believed  induptouabU,  to  avoid  dis- 
grace to  himself  to  his  £unily,  and  to  his  eon- 
stituents. 

Mr.  WnxiAKB  then  submitted  the  followiiig 
resolutions,  which  were  nnanimonaly  adopted: 

Jtaohed mutninwmly.  That  the  Senite  viDitttid 
the  ftmenl  of  the  Hod.  Jokaihah  Cujxr,  bte » 
member  of  the  Hoose  of  BmresenUtivei,  fiim  tke 
State  of  Maine,  at  the  hour  of  twelve  o'clock  to  mor 
row,  and  as  a  testimony  of  req>eot  for  the  memoi; 
of  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into  moaming,  \ijtw- 
log  crape  ronnd  the  left  arm  for  thirty  daja. 

And,  as  an  additional  maik  of  respect  to  the  bcb- 
ory  of  the  deceased, 

Jietolvtd,  That  the  Senate  do  now  a^jooro. 


HOUSE  OF  BBPRESENTA'nYB& 

TuxsDAT,  February  27. 
The  Honse  met  at  12  o'clock,  for  the  pgrpoN 
of  attending  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the  Ben. 

JONATHAS  OiLLKT. 

The  committee  of  arrangements,  paD-beme^ 
and  mourners,  attended  at  iht  late  reaidenoe  of 
the  deceased,  at  Mr.  Birth^s,  at  11  o'clock,  a.  Un 
at  which  time  the  remains  were  removed,* 
charge  of  the  committee  of  arrangemeots,  i^ 
tended  by  the  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the  Hon* 
of  Representatives,  to  the  Hall,  where  the  fc- 
neral  service  was  performed  by  the  Bev.  Jk 
Slicer,  and  the  disoourae  preached  by  the  Ber. 
Mr.  Reese. 

The  foneral  procession  then  moved  trom  ot 
Hall  of  the  House  of  R^reaentatiyw  to  the 
place  of  interment,  in  the  fallowing  order : 

The  Chaplains  of  both  Houses. 
Committee  of  Arrangementt,  ru: 
Mr.  EvAKS,  of  Maine. 
Mr.  Atbsmoh,  of  N.  H.        Mr.  Colis,  of  Vt 
Mr.  ComroR,'  of  N.  C.  Mr.  Johksoh,  of  U 

Mr.  Whrtusr,  of  Gtio.     Mr.  Fuuioai,  of  S.  I. 

P<Ul  Startn,  rix: 
Mr.  TmHia,  of  Maijiand.     Mr.  Caxtbhx,  of  &  0. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  N.H.         Mr.  Whot,  of  fata* 
Mr.  OoLK,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Masms,  of  Ala 

The  famUy  and  friends  of  the  deoeaaed. 
The  members  of  the  House  of  EepresentatiTM  uA 

Senators  from  Maine,  as  moumen. 
The  Seigeantat-arms  of  the  House  of  RepresenUtir* 
The  House  of  Bepr^senUtives,  preceded  bj  flie* 
Speaker  and  Cleik 
The  SeigeantHrt-anna  of  the  Senate 
The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  preceded  by  ■» 
Vice  Fiendent  and  their  8ecret«i7. 
The  President  of  flie  United  Statea 
The  Heads  of  DepaitocBta.  ^^ 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  it»  oOeeB. 
Foreign  MlnistenL 
CStiaetisaBdSinaeei*- 
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IKBEITATB. 

TuwDAT,  February  27. 

Hr.  'Wmrx  rose  and  said,  tliat  in  order  that 
the  Senate  might  carry  into  effect  the  resoln- 
tion  adopted  yesterday  in  relation  to  attending 
the  Aineral  of  the  deceased  member  from  Maine, 
he  voold  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn ;  which 
motion  waa  ooncorred  in. 


HOUSE  OF  BBPBBSBNTATIVXa 

WxDNXSDAT,  February  28. 
Death  of  Bbnordble  Jonathan  CiUey. 

Mr.  Faibfibld  asked  leave  to  offer  Hba  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Ruolvtdy  Tb«t  a  committee,  consisting  of  seTen 
members,  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  caoses 
wliich  led  to  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Ciixit, 
late  a  member  of  this  House,  and  the  circumstances 
oomiected  therewitli,  and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

Jietoletd,  Tliat  said  committee  liave  power  to  send 
for  peiBODS  and  papers,  and  have  leave  to  sit  during 
the  sessions  of  the  House. 

Hr.  Bkix  objected.  He  thought  that  what- 
ever was  done  in  this  matter,  had  better  be 
postponed  until  tlie  House  became  more  calm, 
and  was  able  to  act  more  coolly  on  the  subjeet. 

Mr.  Faibfibld  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule.. 

Mr.  Paskxb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  118, 
Days  81. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  Faibfibld  said :  Hr.  President,  entertain- 
ing the  views  and  feelings  which  I  do  entertain 
in  regard  to  the  awful  tragedy  in  which  certain 
members  of  this  House  lately  participated,  I 
could  not  refrain  from  offering  the  resolutions 
which  have  just  been  read.  Sir,  if  I  had  held 
back,  and  refused  to  move  in  diis  affair,  "  the 
voice  of  my  brother's  blood  would  cry  to  me 
flrom  the  ground."  Hy  late  colleague  and 
firiend  has  been  shot  down  and  deprived  of  life 
in  a  manner,  and  under  oircnnistances,  that 
seem  to  me  most  imperiously  to  demand  an 
investigation.  It  is  due  to  the  surviving  family 
and  friends  of  the  deceased,  that  we  should  take 
cognizance  of  this  (tfair :  it  is  due  to  ourselves, 
to  our  country,  to  humanity,  and  to  God ;  and 
I  trust  that  no  member  will  shrink  from  the 
high  and  solemn  responsibility  thus  cast  upon 
him.  But,  aside  from  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  this  case,  and  our  peculiar  duties  re- 
ralting  fh>m  them,  it  appears  to  me  that  an  op- 
portunity is  presented,  which  every  good  man 
should  be  quick  to  improve,  for  assailing  the 
barbarous  and  inhuman  practice  of  duelling — a 
practice  which  does  violence  to  the  laws  of 
God,  to  the  best  feelings  of  our  own  nature, 
and  to  the  dictates  of  reason — a  practice  which 
is  entirely  behind,  and  unworthy  of  the  age  of 
civflization  in  which  we  live,  and  which  shonld 
unite  the  earnest  and  faitbnd  efforts  of  every 
fiiend  to  his  species  for  its  extermination. 


Under  -the  circumstances  of  this  case,  how- 
ever, tiie  deceased  being  my  friend,  and  my 
own  feelings  being  deeply  and  strongly  excitec^ 
I  feel  that  there  would  be  a  propriety  in  the 
Speaker's  departing  from  the  usual  rule,  by 
omitting  to  place  me  upon  the  committee ;  and 
I  accordingly  make  tbcU;  request. 

Hr.  W.  0.  Johnson  said  he  had  voted  against 
the  suspension  of  the  rule  to  introduce  these 
resolutions,  because,  on  hearing  them  read,  he 
cune  to  the  conclusion  that  no  good  oonld  re- 
sult from  them.  No  one  could  feel  greater 
grief  than  himself  at  the  calamity  which  befell 
the  friends  of  the  gentleman  whose  death  we 
all  now  mourned,  but  he  had  voted  against 
bringing  in  these  resolutions  because  he  did  not 
know  what  power  Congress  had  to  suppress 
duelling.  It  was  an  evil  in  the  state  of  society, 
which  made  it  necessary  in  some  cases  for  gen- 
tlemen to  resort  to  this  mode  of  settling  per- 
sonal disputes,  and  he  much  regretted  th^  it 
waa  so ;  but  he  did  not  apprehend  that  this  in- 
quiry was  going  to  correct  the  evil,  or  that  any 
salutary  good  could  be  effected  by  this  inquiry. 
As  to  the  particulars  in  this  case,  if  it  was  de- 
sired to  obtain  them,  the  morning  papers  gave 
all  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with 
it;  and  if  it  was  intended  to  enact  an  anti- 
duelling  law,  he  would  ask  where,  under  the 
constitution,  you  obtain  the  right  to  enact  it. 
That  was  a  matter  which  belonged  to  the  States 
alone,  and  many  of  them  have  passed  laws  on 
this  subject ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  a 
usurpation  of  power  for  Congress  to  undertake 
to  act  on  this  subject.  He  should  vote  against 
this  resolution,  because  he  considered  tliat  it 
would  be  a  reflection  upon  all  the  parties  con- 
nected with  the  unfortunate  occurrence  alluded 
to  in  the  resolution.  He  looked  upon  it  as  re- 
flecting upon  the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  it.  He  would  ask  any  gen- 
tleman if  either  of  these  parties  had  been  guiltr 
of  any  moral  delinquency,  or  of  any  act  whim 
would  bring  him  so  far  within  the  rules  and 
laws  of  the  House  as  to  justify  his  expulsion  ? 
If  any  gentleman  would  rise  in  his  place,  and 
state  tluit  either  of  them  had  violated  the  rules 
of  honor,  or  done  any  act  which  would  make 
him  an  unfit  associate  for  the  members  of  this 
House,  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  one  to  have 
this  inquiry  instituted ;  he  would  vote  not  only 
for  a  committee  of  inquiry,  but  he  would  vote 
to  expel  such  individual  firom  the  House ;  and 
he  would  almost  go  to  expel  him  from  off  the 
face  of  the  earth.  But  no  such  thing  had  been 
intimated  against  any  member  of  iho  House, 
and  what  right  have  we  to  go  into  this  matter  t 
What  right  nave  we  to  inquire  into  the  private 
relations  of  gentlemen  ?  What  right  have  we 
to  institute  ourselves  into  a  board  of  honor  to 
innnire  into  a  matter  of  this  kbid  ? 

Hr.  Pabkkb  regretted  that  he  fonnd  himself 
compelled  to  differ  in  opiniou  fh)m  his  friend 
fr(Hn  Haryland,  (Hr.  Johhson;)  that  he  had 
heard  from  him  no  good  reason  expressed 
against  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions.    It  was 
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siud  tbat  Congress  had  no  po-wer  to  legislate  on 
this  Babject,  and  that  that  power  was  reserved 
to  the  States.  Sorely  Congress  has  the  power 
to  act  in  reference  to  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  it  could  not  be  denied  that  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  had  jurisdiction  over  its  own 
members.  His  friend  had  said  that  if  any  mem- 
ber would  state  on  this  floor  that  the  nnfor- 
tnnate  transaction  had  not  been  conducted  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  the  "  code  of  honor,"  he 
would  vote  for  this  resolution.  Mr.  P.  said  he 
made  no  assertion  of  that  kind.  He  did  not 
profess  to  be  skilled  in  the  nice  teoltnicalit/  of 
those  rules,  as  they  were  understood  by  some 
gentlemen  here ;  that  with  his  constituents  the 
rules  of  honor  were  the  rules  of  law,  religion, 
and  morality ;  but  he  would  say  that  the  trans- 
action referred  to  was  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  God  and  man,  and  called  imperiously  upon 
this  House  to  guard  against  the  recurrence  of 
such  heart-rending  scenes;  and  every  consid- 
eration of  duty  to  the  public  and  to  ourselves 
required  prompt  and  decisive  action. 

Mr.  DA.WB0N  said  that  no  gentleman  regretted 
more  than  himself,  the  unfortunate  occurrence 
which  had  taken  place,  but  he  considered  that 
when  we  were  about  to  involve  the  feelings  of 
all  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  f^kir, 
that  we  ought  to  pause  before  we  acted.  He 
would  inquire  of  gentlemen  what  the  result  of 
this  inquiry  would  be.  and  what  benefit  could 
accrue  to  the  community  from  it.  He  admitted 
that  Congress  had  a  right  to  pass  a  law  to  pro- 
hibit duelling  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
for  such  a  measure,  when  brought  forward,  he 
would  vote;  but  he  would  ask  gentlemen  what 
good  was  expected  to  result  from  this  inquiry  ? 

Mr.  Matthias  Mokbis  had  no  disposition  to 
take  part  in  the  discussion  of  this  question,  but 
on  hearing  the  resolution  read,  it  occurred  to 
him  that  it  did  not  reach  far  enough,  and  he 
proposed'  an  amendment  with  a  view  of  having 
some  action  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  which 
would  prevent  the  practice  of  duelling  in  future. 

Mr.  Bell  did  not  doubt  that  the  introduction 
of  this  resolution  was  well  intended ;  and  he 
had  no  doubt  tbat  the  motive  of  the  House,  in 
suspending  the  mles  for  the  purpose,  was  a 
Tery  laudable  one ;  but  it  was  his  deliberate 
judgment  that  this  resolution  was  not  calculated 
to  produce  that  desirable  result  which  was  ex- 
pected to  arise  from  it.  Instead  of  ita  being  a 
benefit,  he  feared  that  it  would  be  the  cause  of 
additional  mischief. 

Mr.  MoEennait  sud  that  the  peculiar  por- 
tion in  which  he  stood  towards  his  constituents, 
demanded  that  he  should  say  a  word  in  expla- 
nation of  the  vote  he  had  given  against  the  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  and  state  the  reasons  why 
he  would  vote  in  &vor  of  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
tor  one  week.  His  constituents,  he  said,  con- 
demned the  practice  of  duelling  in  the  most 
unqualified  terms;  and  in  that  condemnation 
he  most  heartily  agreed  with  them.  Me  ab- 
Aerr«d  thtpraetiee,  from  th»  wry  bottom  of  A<i 


vAtV,  and  would  go  a$  far  a*  tke/ofthett  on  tkit 
floor  in  tuppreuing  it.  He  farther  said,  ha 
would  yield  to  no  gentleman  in  deploring  tha 
tragical  event  which  had  cast  a  melancholT 
gloom  over  the  city,  and  which  we  had  an 
been  called  upon  to  mourn.  He  tympatkiaedf 
deeply  tympathized,  with  the  relatives  of  tb« 
deoeaiBed ;  and  if  he  could  pour  the  oil  of  con- 
solation into  the  bosom  of  nis  surviviiif  part- 
ner, nothing  would  afibrd  him  more  BatisutctiMi. 

[Here  the  Spbakeb  interposed,  and  sud  the 
question  was  on  postponement.] 

Mr.  Boon  had  voted  for  the  snq)ension,  and 
should  now  vote  for  the  resolution  upon  the 
ground  of  its  being  a  matter  of  privilege,  in- 
Tolvingthe  right  of  debate  in  this  House. 

Mr.  FoTTEB  could  not  see  any  good  resoK 
which  could  arise  fh>m  the  postponement  of  the 
question.  No  honorable  gentleman  would  raf- 
fer  any  other  feelings  to  inflnenoe  hia  oonm 
than  those  which  pertain  to  high  and  pore  prte- 
ciples  of  a  moral  character  and  doty  to  Ui 
country.  If  he  could  concur  in  opinion  with 
his  honorable  colleague,  that  this  proceeding 
cast  any  reflection  upon  the  living,  or  the  m«ii- 
ory  of  the  dead,  he  would  pause,  and  ask  tat 
more  time  to  consider  and  reflect  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  FAiBsnxLD,  in  order  to  meet  the  views  cf 
gentlemen,  modified  his  resolution,  by  adffing 
to  the  end  thereof  the  following :  "  And  further 
to  inquire  whether  there  has  been,  in  the  case 
alluded  to,  any  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
House." 

Mr.  Looms  said  it  appeared  to  him,  whea 
they  had  so  plain  a  state  of  facts  as  was  ben 

Presented,  that  there  could  be  no  diflicn]^  in 
eciding  upon  it  at  once. 

Mr.  Gbenkbll  had  heard  no  good  reason  for 
immediate  action  on  this  question,  and  he  tnut- 
ed  the  question  would  be  postponed  until  the 
present  excitement  had  passed  away. 

Mr.  Bbonson  said :  At  present,  the  qaestioB 
is  not  whtt  we  shall  do,  but  whether  we  shall 
act  at  all ;  whether  we  shall  proceed  to  inve*- 
tigate  the  matter :  whether  we  shall  take  any 
cognizance  of  the  late  most  tragical  and  unfor- 
tunate occurrence.  If  we  act  at  all,  we  should 
act  promptly.  Our  duty  to  our  country  lod 
ourselves  requires  of  us  that  we  should  enter- 
tiun  the  resolution — that  we  should  at  ooce 
show  our  willingness  to  investigate.  On  thif 
point  there  shouM  not  be  any  delay. 

The  House  refased  to  postpone — ^yeas  84, 
nays  117. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louinana,  stated,  that  if  be 
had  been  in  the  House  when  the  vote  to  ns- 
pend  was  taken,  ho  should  have  recorded  Ui 
name  against  it,  for  he  was  opposed  to  any  in- 
vestigation of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Olownkt  demanded  the  previous  qne»> 
tion  on  the  resolution  as  modified ;  whidi  was 
seconded — ayes  106,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  ques- 
tion, being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolntioii^ 
be  now  pat. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DBBATS8  OF  CONOBE88. 


«87 


2d  Sb(.J 


Tk»  AMratty  SiO. 


[Mabch,  1888. 


Mr.  CvBBXAN  and  Mr.  Tatlob  roee  nmnl- 
taneonsly,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  tjii  were  as  follows : 

Tku. — ^Mewrs.  Adams,  Aleiunder,  Heman  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Andenon,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Betttj, 
Beime,  Biclmell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Booldin,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bmyn, 
Bjmniii,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  John  Camp- 
bell, Casey,  Chaney,  Clark,  CleveUnd,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  DaTies, 
Deberry,  DeGraff,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett, 
Farriogton,  Fairfield,  Bichaid  Fletcher,  L  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Fry,  Oallup,  James  Garland,  Glascock, 
Ooode,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  GrifSn, 
Haley,  Hall,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Harper,  Hastlngii, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henry,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,-  Joseph  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore, 
KUncenamith,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon, 
Har^  Martin,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan, 
Abraham  McClellan,  MoKim,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Matthias  Morris, 
ffciTnnel  W.  Morris,  OalTary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noble, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Palmer,  Piu4cer,  Patterson, 
Pajnter.  Peclc,  Petriliin,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Potts,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randulph, 
Reed,  Bencher,  Rbett,  Richardson,  Rircs,  Russell, 
Sheffer,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Clmrlcs  Shopard, 
Sheplor,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Speiuer,  Steward, 
StrcttOD,  Taylor,  Thomas,  TiUinghut,  Titus,  Toucoy, 
Tumey,  Vanderreer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L  Williams, 
J.  W.  WilUams,  Worthington,  Yell,  and  Yorke— 
152. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Aycrigg,  Bell,  John  Calhoun,  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Chap- 
man, Cheatham,  Oonnor,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Dawson, 
Drcmgoole,  Dunn,  Ewing,  Rice  Garland,  James  Gra- 
ham, William  Graham,  Harlan,  Hawes,  Hoflfaum, 
R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson, 
Legare,  MalUry,  James  M.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Mil- 
li^ut,  IDtchell,  Patton,  Fearce,  Pope,  Ridgway,  Rob- 
ertson, Sawyer,  Shields,  &iyder,  Sonthgate,  Stanly, 
Stone,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Underwood,  Albert  S. 
White,  John  White,  Sherrod  WUUams,  and  Joseph 
L.  Williams— 49. 

So  the  resolation  was  agreed  to. 


nr  BENATS. 

■WiranaDAT,  Febmary  28. 
Bookt  for  Membert. 

Hr.  BoBBiRB,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  joint  resolution,  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  to  sabsoribe  for  ten  copies  of  Niles'  Reg- 
ister for  each  of  the  members  of  Congress,  pro- 
Tided  that  he  would  consent  to  publish  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress,  with  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  each  question  so  taken,  and  tiao  a  supple- 
ment at  tne  end  of  the  session,  containing  all 
public  and  private  laws  of  Congress,  and  furnish 
to  each  member  one  copy  of  this  sappiement 
free  of  charge. 

Hr.  BxHTOir  said  it  was  time  for  ^!s  busi- 
ness to  be  stopped,  and  be  should  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nag^s  on  the  question.    The  oi^goment 


used,  in  the  first  instance,  by  gentlemen  who 
advocated  this  system  of  book  purchasing,  was, 
that  some  members  had  been  furnished  with 
books  which  the  new  Senators  Lad  aot.  In  this 
case  the  argument  would  not  apply,  and  we 
had  now  reached  that  point  where  t^e  whole 
system  might  be  abandoned,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be. 

Mr.  EoBBiBs  said  he  would  move  to  lay  it  on 
the  table  for  the  present 

Mr.  Bentoit.  There  let  it  lie,  and  1  hope 
forever. 

Mr.  BoBBors  said  be  would  not  consent,  to 
that 

The  question  on  laying  it  on  the  table,  was 
carried  m  the  aflSrmative. 


BOUSX  OF  REPEESENTATTVXS. 
Teuihdat,  March  1. 

The  following  Select  Committee  on  the  reso- 
lution to  inouire  into  the  circumstances  which 
led  to  the  aeath  of  the  late  Hon.  Jonathaji 
CiLLEY,  was  read  from  the  journal  this  morn- 
ing: Mr.  ToroBT,  of  Connecticut ;  Mr.  Pottkb, 
of  Pennsylvania ;  Mr.  Bmoos,  of  Massachusetts ; 
Mr.  EucoKK,  of  South  Carolina ;  Mr.  Bbutn,  of 
New  York:  Mr.  Habbisoit,  of  Missouri;  Mr. 
Babidxn,  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  Bstoas  and  Mr.  HABitisoK  were  excused, 
and  the  vacancy  ordered  by  the  House  to  be 
filled  up. 

Fbidat,  March  3. 
tb.  Gbbniikll,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr. 
Gbantlani),  of  Georgia,  were  announced  as 
being  appointed  by  the  Cbaib  to  fill  the  va- 
cancies occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Bbiogb  and  Mr.  Habbisok,  on  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  death  of 
the  late  Hon  Jonathan  CnxET. 

The  Neutrality  BiU. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  For-, 
eign  Affairs  was  taken  up.  The  provisions  of 
the  bill  will  be  understood  from  the  debate. 

Mr.  HowABD  explained  that  this  bill  had 
been  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  in  oonseqnence  of  the  difficulty  of 
amending  the  Senate's  bill  in  such  manner  as 
to  meet  tiie  views  of  the  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Undbbwood  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  which  authorized  the  President  to  re- 
lease goods  which  may  be  taken  in  certain 
cases,  in  order  to  prohibit  the  President  from 
acting  in  a  judicial  capacity. 

Mr.  HowABo  stated  that  this  provision  was 
introduced,  because  it  was  considered  that  the 
President  was  the  most  competent  judge  in  these 
cases.  He  was  fUly  acquainted  with  our  rela- 
tions with  foreign  countries,  which  made  him 
more  competent  to  judge  in  such  cases  than  the 
judges  of^  courts.  If  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  courts,  there  might  be  difference  of  opin- 
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ion  between  the  iadges,  in  consequence  of  the 
information  whicn  was  in  their  possession ;  but 
the  President,  having  all  the  information,  could 
decide  more  understendingly  and  properly. 

Mr.  TTndkewood  replied,  that  his  obiection 
to  the  clause  which  he  had  moved  to  strike  out, 
was,  that  it  invested  the  Executive  with  Indi- 
cial  powers,  which  powers  belonged  exclusively 
to  the  Judiciary  department ;  because  it  enabled 
him  to  determine  whether  or  not  an  offence 
had  been  committed.  He  apprehended  it  would 
not  do  in  this  country  to  vest  judicial  powers 
in  the  Executive. 

Mr.  MoE1a.t  considered  that  this  clause  simply 
gave  power  to  the  Executive,  in  cases  where 

Eroperty  bad  been  seized,  to  release  it.  The 
iw  provided  for  the  seizure  of  pro|)erty,  but 
not  for  its  forfeiture ;  therefore,  it  was  proper 
that  the  President  should  have  the  power  to 
release  it,  under  certain  circumstances.  In  case 
this  amendment  prevailed,  and  the  clause  was 
struck  out,  goods  could  only  be  restored  by  the 
Judgment  or  courts ;  and  where  they  had  been 
seized  in  consequence  of  a  violation  of  the  law, 
there  must  be  great  delay  and  loss. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  FiixMORE  moved  to  strike  out  tiiat  part 
of  the  second  section  which  made  the  bill  ap- 
plicable only  to  conterminous  territories.  It 
might  be  said  that  there  was  very  little  danger 
of  getting  into  any  difficulty  with  countries 
which  did  not  lie  contiguous  to  the  United 
States ;  but  he  thought  our  legislation  ought  to 
be  uniform. 

Mr.  HowikBD  remarked  that  it  was  necessary 
to  sh^)e  our  legislation  to  the  circumstances  in 
which  we  were  placed.  We  already  had  laws 
which  were  applicable  to  expeditions  fitted  out 
for  service  at  sea,  and  against  foreign  countries, 
and  it  now  became  necessary  to  pass  laws  to 
preserve  our  neutrality  with  conterminous 
countries,  and  this  law  had  been  introduced  to 
effect  that  object 

Mr.  HoLSBT  contended  that  this  bill  was  to 
place  us  in  the  same  relation  to  conterminous 
-countries  which  it  did  to  other  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

Mr.  FiLLMOBE  sustained  his  amendment  on 
the  ground  that  the  bill  created  invidious  dis- 
tinctions, which  ought  never  to  exist  in  the 
legislation  of  any  countnr. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Fcluiobb  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr.  EvBBETT  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
which  provided  that  the  law  should  not  inter- 
fere with  the  trade  authorized  to  be  cairied  on 
by  the  laws  of  nations — lost. 

Mr.  RosmsoN  moved  an  amendment,  provid- 
ing that  in  all  cases  of  seizure,  affidavit  ^ould 
first  be  made,  and  a  warrant  issued. 

Mr.  R.  urged  his  amendment  on  the  House, 
on  the  ground  of  the  unconstitutionality  of 
making  seizures  without  due  course  of  law. 

Mr.  Patton  replied  to  Mr.  R.,  pointing  to  the 
third  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided  that 
immediately  after  the  seizure,  a  warrant  should 


be  obtained  in  due  form  from  some  Judicial  of- 
ficer, for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  property 
seized.  This  he  contended  was  all  that  was  oe- 
oeasary  to  guard  against  the  abuse  of  power, 
and  he  argued  that  if  a  warrant  under  mUli  was 
to  be  obtained  before  seizure,  that  tiie  lav 
would  be  wholly  ineffectual,  as  it  would  in  al- 
most every  instance,  if  not  in  every  one,  be 
evaded. 

Mr.  Mekifes  then  addressed  the  Honse  at 
some  length,  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  of  its  unconstitutionality. 

The  debate  was  further  ccmtinned  by  Messrs. 
Leoabk,  Menifes,  Maxweix,  and  Undxbwooo; 
when 

Mr.  OrsHiuir  moved  the  previous  questicm ; 
which  was  seconded — 83  to  41,  and  Uie  main 
question  ordered,  and  was  pased — yeas  130, 
nays  46. 


CS  SENATE. 

Fbibat,  March  2. 
Anti-Duelling  Bill. 

Mr.  Pbektiss,  agreeably  to  leave,  introduced 
a  bill  to  prohibit  we  giving  or  accepting  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  of  a  challenge  to  fif^t 
a  duel,  and  for  the  punidiment  thereo£ 

Mr.  Pbedtiss  said :  Mr.  President,  in  bringing 
forward  this  measure,  I  have  acted  from  a  higli 
sense  of  duty.  The  moral  and  religious  prin- 
ciples in  which  I  have  been  educated,  and 
which  I  regard  as  binding  upon  me  in  all  cir- 
cumstances and  situations,  wheth^*  public  or 
private,  in  which  I  am  placed,  would  not  aQow 
me  to  hold  a  seat  here,  and  remain  inactive  in 
this  matter.  And  I  call  upon  Senators^  upon 
grave,  considerate  Senators,  heads  of  £smilie% 
uthers  of  the  land,  to  interpose  their  anthority 
and  influence  to  stay  a  practice  as  nnsuted  to 
the  enlightened  age  in  which  we  live,  as  it  ii 
revolting  to  the  moral  and  religious  feeling  ot 
the  country.  I  call  upon  them  by  their  re^rd 
to  the  rising  generation,  np<m  whom  the  hopes 
of  the  country  rest;  by  their  regard  to  the 
eternal  and  immutable  principles  of  moral  rec- 
titude ;  by  every  consideration  of  Justice  aod 
humanity ;  by  the  dutv  they  owe  to  God  and 
their  country,  to  «ve  their  aid  and  support  to 
a  measure  demanded  by  the  moral  sense  (rf  the 
nation,  and  no  less  necessary  to  maintain  free- 
dom of  discussion  here,  than  it  is  essential  to 
personal  security,  and  to  the  preservation  of 
law,  liberty,  and  social  order. 

Ind^endmt  TVeorery. 
The  Senate  took  up  the  Independent  Treas- 
ury bill.    Mr.  Stbanob  occupied  the  floor  until 
4  o'clock  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  gave  w«y  for 
a  motion  to  a^onm. 

MoHDAT,  March  6. 
•     2feutral  Belationt, 
Mr.  BcoHAKAK,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  which  had  been  ftferred  the 
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bill  from  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  "to 
amend  aa  act  entitled  '  an  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against 
the  United  States,'  and  to  repeal  the  acts  tiiere- 
in  mentioned,"  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  BnoRAiTAN  said  that  it  was  certainly  a 
matter  of  some  importance  that  this  bill  should 
be  acted  on  speedily ;  and  as  the  amendments 
which  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Belations  had 
proposed  were  very  short,  and  very  simple,  he 
was  ready  at  any  time  to  give  an  ezpmation 
of  them. 
The  first  amendment  was  read  as  follows : 
Strike  out  from  the  eighth  and  ninth  lines  of  the 
first  section  the  words,  "  other  means  or  materials," 
and  insert  instead  thereof  the  words,  "  any  arms  or 
mimitions  of  war ; "  and,  in  the  same  section,  after 
the  word  "  enterprise,"  in  the  tenth  line,  insert  the 
following  words,  to  wit :  "  against  the  territory  or 
dominions  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any 
oolony,  district,  or  people,  conterminous  with  tlie 
TTnited  States,  and  with  whom  they  are  at  peace." 

Hr.  BucBAHAir  observed  that  the  first  section 
of  this  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House  was  en- 
tirely new,  and  introduced  new  provisions  into 
onr  nentr^ity  laws,  the  extent  of  which  could 
not  well  be  foreseen.  It  was  not  confined  to 
the  particular  exigency  which  had  called  for 
the  passage  of  this  act,  but  was  co-extensive 
with  the  whole  world,  and  might  operate  very 
injuriously  against  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

Under  the  6th  section  of  the  Kentrality  Act 
of  April  20, 1818,  any  person  who  shall,  within 
fbe  territory  of  the  United  States, "  begin  or 
set  on  foot,  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for 
any  military  expedition  or  enterprise,"  against 
a  friendly  power,  was  punishable  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  $8,000,  and  imprisonment  not  exceed- 
ing three  years.  The  8th  section  of  the  same 
act  conferred  upon  the  President  the  power  of 
employing  the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,  to  prevent  "  the  carrying 
on  of  any  such  expedition  or  enterprise,"  from 
our  territory,  against  any  power  with  which  we 
should  be  at  peace.  The  Senate  will  observe 
that  this  power  of  prevention  was  not  to  be 
exerted  until  the  expedition  had  been  prepared, 
and  was  ready  to  leave  the  United  States  for 
the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the  object  of  its 
destination. 

Although  it  was  rendered  criminal  for  any 
person  "  to  provide  or  prepare  the  means  "  for 
such  an  enterprise,  and  alter  a  regular  trial  and 
conviction,  the  offender  was  liable  to  severe 
punishment,  yet  the  framers  of  the  act  of  1818, 
which  was  admirably  drawn,  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  authorize  the  President  to  direct  a 
BMznre,  in  the  first  instance,  of  eveiy  article  of 
etery  description  which  might  be  mteoded  to 
be  nsed  as  "  the  means  "  for  condncting  such 
an  expedition.  The  Oommittee  on,  Foreign 
Belations  were  of  opinion  that  it  might  be 
very  inconvenient  to  our  citizens  to  intrust  ex- 
ecntive  officers  with  Bach  a  broad  and  sweeping 


authority.  Hence,  in  the  bUl  which  had  passed 
the  Senate,  there  was  no  authority  conferred 
npon  these  officers  to  seize  any  articles  except 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  vessels  or  ve- 
hicles fitted  out  with  apparent  hostile  intentions 
a«iinst  a  friendly  conterminous  power,  and 
which  were  at>oat  to  be  sent,  or  to  pass  across 
the  interior  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  House  bill,  now 
before  the  Senate,  none  of  these  limitations 
were  to  be  found,  either  in  regard  to  the 
articles  which  might  be  seized,  or  the  foreign 
countries  to  which  they  might  be  destinra. 
Every  collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or  in- 
spector of  the  customs  in  all  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  every  marshal  or  deputy  mar- 
shal, and  every  other  person  whom  the  Presi- 
dent might  empower  for  the  purpose,  was 
authorized  and  required  to  seize  and  detun, 
not  merely  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  but  any 
other  "  means  or  materials  "  provided  for  such 
an  expedition,  no  matter  whether  it  was  destin- 
ed for  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  or  America.  How 
easily  a  power  so  extensive,  especially  when  ' 
conferred  upon  such  a  host  of  subordinate  of- 
ficers, might  be  abused,  every  Senator  could  at 
once  perceive.  Merchants  who  had  fitted  out 
vessels  to  trade  with  foreign  countries  in  a  state 
of  war,  might  be  thus  harassed  and  annoyed ; 
and  that  too  without  any  good  reason.  The 
present  exigency  demanded  no  such  general 
change  in  our  neutrality  laws ;  perhaps,  in  this 
particular,  it  demanded  no  change  at  m.  What 
was  that  exigency  ?  An  insurrection  had  brok- 
en out  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  against  the 
British  Oolonial  Government.  These  two  Prov- 
inces, together  with  Texas  and  Mexico,  were 
conterminous  with  the  United  -States.  The 
duties  of  good  neighborhood,  the  preservation 
of  peace  and  quiet  along  the  borders,  required 
that  the  rights  of  our  citizens,  under  the  law 
of  nations,  should  be  abridged  in  Aimishing 
arms  and  mimitions  of  war  to  the  insurgents. 
A  few  plain  and  simple,  but  precise  provisioM 
had  been  adopted  by  the  Senate,  confined  to  the 
particular  case  in  point,  and  other  similar  cases 
which  might  arise,  to  prevent  onr  citizens  fh)m 
sending  vessels  or  vehicles,  arms  or  munitions  of 
war  across  the  Itorder,  intended  to  be  employed 
in  aiding  the  insurgents  in  their  hostile  attempts. 

There  was  no  more  fruitful  source  of  error 
in  legislation  than  to  make  general  and  indefi- 
nite provisions,  when  the  evil  to  be  remedied 
was  confined  to  a  particular  and  special  case. 

Considering  the  urgent  necessity  of  the  pres- 
ent crisis,  and  the  danger  that  the  passage  of 
any  bill  might  be  dereated  by  a  collision  of 
opinion  between  the  two  Houses,  the  commit- 
tee had  detenmned  not  to  move  a  rejection  of 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  from  the  House. 
They  had  contented  themselves  with  proposing 
such  amendments  as  would  confine  its  opera- 
tion within  proper  limits.  According  to  these 
amendments,  the  articles  which  might  be  seized 
were  restricted  to  arms  and  munitions  of  war ; 
and  their  places  of  destination  would  not  be 
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the  world  generally,  but  (mly  oonterminoiu 
oonntries. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Eentncky,  considered  the  amend- 
ments offered,  mich  as  nnder  all  the  circnm- 
stances  ought  to  be  adopted.  There  were  two 
considerations  which,  on  general  principles, 
recommended  the  adoption  of  the  amendments. 
The  first  was,  that  the  power  of  the  Executive 
was  probablj  too  much  extended  by  the  bill, 
without  the  changes  introduced,  and  the  other, 
that  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  conduct  foreign 
trade  and  commerce  was  too  much  abridged. 

Mr.  NoBVBLL  said  he  would  like  to  propound 
one  question  to  the  honorable  chfurman.  It 
was  well  known  that  these  patriot*,  as  they 
were  called  by  some,  adopted  a  mode  of  oper- 
ation extremely  difficult  to  detect.  They  were 
in  the  habit  of  procuring  wagons  like  those 
used  by  the  tin  peddlers,  in  which  were  secreted 
arms  and  munitions  of  war;  and  these  were 
driven  over  the  lines,  or  hidden  in  the  Maumee 
swamps,  from  whence  they  could  be  taken  at 
pleasure.  He  wished  to  know  if  there  was 
any  clause  in  the  bill  which  would  reach  this 
case? 

Mr.  Buchanan  replied,  that  the  bill  did  make 
a  precise  provision  in  its  second  section. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  was  read : 

Section  2.  Strike  out  the  proviso  at  the  end  of 
this  section,  and  insert  in  its  stead  ibe  following : 
"  Provided  that  nothing  in  tliis  act  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  extend  to,  or  interfere  with  any  trade 
in  arms  or  munitions  of  war,  conducted  in  vessels  by 
sea  with  any  foreign  port  or  place  whatever,  which 
might  have  been  lawfully  carried  on  before  the  pas- 
sage of  tUs  act,  under  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
provisions  of  the  act  hereby  amended." 

Mr.  BcoHANAN  sud  th^  a  short  explanation 
of  this  amendment  was  necessary.  The  second 
section  of  the  bill  seemed  to  be  intended  as  a 
Bubstitnte  for  the  first  and  second  sections  of 
the  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate.  Our  biU 
had  been  confined  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States:  the  bill  of  the  House  embraced  all 

g arsons.  We  had  believed  that  if  the  United 
bates  prevented  their  own  citizens  from  aid- 
ing in  insurrectionary  movements  in  neighbor- 
ing provinces  or  countries,  we  had  performed 
our  duty.  Under  the,  law  of  nations,  it  was 
lawful  for  citizens  of  tlie  United  States  to  sell 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  foreigners,  with- 
out regard  to  the  use  which  was  intended  to 
be  made  of  them,  li  they  were  captured  in 
proceeding  to  a  foreign  country,  this  was  the 
&te  of  war,  and  the  foreign  purchaser  must 
suffer  the  loss.  We  had  not  intended  to 
abridge  this  trade :  and  hence  our  bill  had  con- 
fined the  seizures  to  arms  and  munitions  of  war 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  provisions  of  the  House  bill  might  essen- 
tially interfere  with  our  foreign  commerce  in 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  unless  they  were 
confined  to  the  particular  objects  which  we  all 
had  in  view.  For  example,  Mexico  was  a 
ooontry  conterminous  with  the  United  States. 


Su|^)OBe  the  existence  of  a  civil  war  there,  uA 
the  opponents  of  the  Grovemment  to  have  ob- 
ttuned  possession  of  the  port  and  city  of  Yen 
Omz.  Under  tihis  bill,  neither  citizens  of  th* 
United  States  nor  foreigners  could  carry  cargoes 
of  arms  or  munitions  of  war  to  that  city  from 
any  of  our  ports,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  then 
to  the  party  in  the  civil  war  opposed  to  the 
Government,  because  it  would  be  notorious  tint 
they  were  intended  to  be  employed  in  carrjiig 
on  military  operations  within  the  territory  oft 
friendly  power ;  and  yet  such  a  trade  bad  al- 
ways existed. 

The  ol^ject  of  the  proposed  amendment  -ns 
to  preserve  this  trade  to  our  citizens,  by  confin- 
ing the  operation  of  the  second  section  of  the 
bifl  to  the  interior  frontiers  of  the  United 
States,  leaving  the  trade  ^  «ea  in  arms  sod 
munitions  of  war  to  be  regulated  as  it  had  been 
heretofore  under  the  act  of  1818. 

The  third  amendment  was  read  : 

Section  three,  line  twelve,  insert  after  the  wed 
"  time"  the  words,  "  not  exceedii^  ten  days." 

Mr.  BuoHANAK  said  that,  in  almost  eray 
respect  the  House  had  adopted  a  much  strongv 
measure  than  the  Senate  had  deemed  neoeessrr. 
We  did  believe  that  where  a  man's  property 
was  seized  upon  suspicion,  no  matter  liev 
strong,  if  he  would  give  bond  and  good  seoni- 
ty,  in  double  its  vsJue,  that  if  should  not  be 
employed  in  violating  the  provisions  of  the  law, 
that  it  ought  to  be  immediately  restored  to  bij 
possession.  The  House  had  adopted  a  different 
opinion.  Under  the  provisions  of  their  bill,  st 
least  three  months  must  elapse  liefore  arms  snd 
munitions  of  war  could  be  restored  to  the 
owner,  upon  his  giving  such  a  bond  and  sws- 
ity.  The  proposed  amendment  was  intended 
to  correct  what  he  could  not  but  believe  w«s  » 
mere  omission  in  the  House.  As  the  thiid 
section  now  stood,  the  oflScer  or  person  who 
had  seized  the  property,  might  hold  it  M  taf 
as  he  himself  deemed  a  reasonable  time,  without 
applying  to  the  Judge  for  a  warrant  for  itsd^ 
tention.  The  proposed  amendment  provided 
that  he  should  make  this  application  totle 
Ju<%e  for  a  warrant  within  a  reasonable  tnnei 
not  exceeding  ten  day*  from  the  date  of  the 
seizure. 

The  fourth  amendment  was  read  and  adopt- 
ed, without  debate ;  and  is  as  follows : 

Sec.  1.  After  the  words  "  reason  t©  believe"  in  Ibe 
second  Une,  insert  as  follows  :  "  that  tiie  prorisjJM 
of  this  act  have  l)een  or  are  likely  to  be  violated.' 

The  fifth  amendment  was  read ;  and  the  W- 
lowing  as  a  new  sectdon : 

Sxa  9.  And  htitfurthtr  enaeUd,  That  tUi  •<« 
shall  continue  in  force  for  the  period  of  two;«i^ 
and  no  loiter. 

Mr.  BuoHANAir  s^d  that  he  was  not  at^ 
satisfied  with  the  bill;  and  he  believed  hemm 
say  as  much  for  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Be- 
lations.    But  the  crisis  demanded  tlmt  «* 
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stKNild  adopt  some  meMure  promptly;  and 
tb^  had  deemed  it  neoeasarj  to  take  this  meas- 
ure, with  all  its  imperfections,  rather  than  do 
nothing.  Sooh  seemed  to  be  the  only  alterna- 
tive, under  existing  circmnstances.  There  was 
one  complaint,  at  least,  which  conld  not  lastly 
be  made  against  the  bill ;  and  that  was,  that  it 
did  not  gire  snflScient  power  to  the  Execntire. 
The  committee  were  opposed  to  making  this  a 
permanent  law,  and  placing  it  as  such  npon  onr 
statute  book,  as  part  of  onr  code  to  regulate  onr 
nentral  rdations  with  foreign  Oovemments. 
He  hoped  that  before  two  years  should  elapse, 
some  well  considered  and  carefully  drawn  bill 
might  be  adopted  on  the  subject. 


HOITSK  OF  BEPRESENTATITZS. 

TtTESDAT,  March  6. 
Divorce  qf  Bank  and  State. 

Mr.  OAUBBEtKNO,  from  the  Oonunittee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  that 

The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks 
tlirongfaotit  the  United  States,  In  Hay  last,  compelled 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  the 
constitation  and  existing  laws,  to  diqiense  with  their 
agency  and  the  use  of  their  notes,  and  to  employ  the 
officers  of  Goremment  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  lus  De- 
partment The  banlts  refosed  to  pay  the  large  snr- 
plus  deposited  with  them  in  the  only  mediom  au- 
thorized by  law,  and  the  expenditures  of  GoTcmment 
would  have  been  generally  suspended,  had  not  the 
public  creditors  consented  to  receive  their  dues  in 
drafts  upon  b^nks  which  paid  thrat  only  in  irredeem- 
able notes. 

Under  soch  extraordinary  circumstances,  it  became 
obviondy  necessary  to  devise  some  mode  of  manag- 
ing oar  finaneea,  which  would  prevent  similar  em- 
faamasments  in  flttore.  The  Prraident,  aooordingly, 
in  diaduuging  his  constitutional  daty,  recommended, 
at  the  late  srasion,  a  series  of  measures,  calculated, 
aa  yonr  committee  believe,  to  give  stability  to  the 
operations  of  the  Treasury,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
relieve  the  trade  and  banks  of  the  ooontry  irom  a 
connection  mutually  disadvantageous  to  them  and  to 
Government. 

These  recommendations  were  opposed  by  the 
friends  of  a  National  Bank,  and  by  others  who  de- 
sired to  renew  our  fiscal  relations  with  the  State 
banks.  It  was,  however,  admitted  tiut  there  was  no 
prospect  of  the  establishment  of  a  national  institu- 
tion for  some  years  to  come,  if  ever ;  and  the  explo- 
sion of  the  State  bank  deposit  system  was  too  recent 
to  warrant  the  expectation  of  its  renewal  at  an  early 
period,  if  at  alL  Notwithstanding,  however,  the  con- 
dition of  our  finances,  and  the  uigent  necessity  of  some 
regulation  to  render  our  Treasury  independent  of 
banks,  and  provide  additional  guards  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  pablic  money,  ue  Treasury  was  left 
amidst  all  its  embamssments.  The  same  regulations 
are  agui  recoomiended  by  the  President ;  and  noth- 
ing has,  in  the  mean  time,  occurred  to  induce  the 
committee  to  change  their  opinion,  that  their  adop- 
tion is  not  only  essential  to  the  safety  and  independ- 
ence of  the  public  Treasury,  but  to  the  stability  of 
trade  and  of  every  sound  bwk  in  the  Union. 

The  events  of  the  Unt  three  years  have  pcodnoed  a 
general  conviction,  that  the  piUilio  nMMiey  ihoold  not 
You  Xm.— 41 


be  employed  by  banks  or  any  other  institutions  in  com- 
mercial discounts,  however  profitable  its  use  might 
be  to  their  stockholders.  During  the  speculations  of 
1885  and  1886,  the  deposit  banks  stimulated  specula- 
tion to  excess,  and  in  1837  suddenly  withdrew  their 
accommodatimis  to  meet  the  public  demands.  Ihe 
accumulation  and  distribution  of  the  surplus  wcie 
among  the  most  poweriid  causes  of  that  alarm  which 
produced  the  saq>ension  of  specie  payments.  When 
banks  thnsemploythe  public  money,  they  detlina  fund 
over  which  they  have  no  control,  and  its  constant 
transfers  and  finctnations  emliairass  their  commercial 
operations.  Even  Government  itselt  cannot  regulate 
its  amount,  anticipate  its  fluctuations,  or  the  demands 
i^K>n  the  Treasury.  Under  any  system  of  revenue,  the 
transactions  of  Government  would  embarrass  trade 
wherever  they  are  united.  But  in  this  country,  the 
ccmnection  is  particulariy  disastrous,  owing  to  the 
extraordinary  fiuctuatioiA  in  oar  revenue.  Our  income 
is  derived  from  customs  and  public  lands,  and  is 
violentiy  affected  by  the  rapid  growth  of  our  wealth, 
commerce,  and  population.  Under  our  revenue  laws, 
as  they  have  heretofore  existed,  we  have  repeatedly 
had  a  large  surpltu  at  one  moment,  and  immediately 
after  a  buikrupt  Treasury.  By  renewing  the  connec- 
tion with  Innks,  we  shall  make  the  public  revenue 
again  instrumental  in  exdting  speculation,  embar- 
rasshig  trade,  and  injoring  every  dass  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Thepropoaed  separation  is  essential  to  the  iteady.and 
independent  action  of  trade,  banks,  and  Government 
The  finances  of  the  latter  must  become  embanassed  at 
every  revolution,  so  long  as  our  revenue  consists  of 
bank  notes  or  bank  de|Msits.  The  convertibility  of 
either  into  specie  is  wholly  illusive,  and  has  been  hith- 
erto sustained  by  confidence  alone.  That  confidence 
is  now  destroyed.  If  a  few  banks  only  had  suspoided- 
specie  payments  from  bad  management,  confidence 
in  other  institotions  might  have  t)een  continned.  Or 
1^  as  in  war.  Government  had  deemed  it  expedient 
to  twnrow  their  credit  and  sanction  its  abuse,  it  might 
have  revived  with  the  retom  of  peace,  and  the  resto- 
ration of  q>ecie  payments.  But  it  never  has  occur- 
red before,  that,  in  time  of  peace,  and  amidst  g«ieral 
prosperity,  the  banlu  of  a  nation  have  rimultaneoualy 
suspended  specie  payments ;  and,  what  is  fiw  mora 
important,  as  it  regards  the  future,  the  wishes  of  the 
trading  community  anticipated  the  action  of  the  banks, 
the  snspenrion  was  hailed  as  a  measure  of  oommer- 
dal  relief,  our  Legislatores  sanctioned  it,  and  the  pab- 
lic were  cmnpelled  to  acquiesce.  The  effects  of  the 
sa^penrion  were  littie  understood  by  those  who 
deemed  it  a  measure  of  relief.  The  trade  of  no 
country  can  be  relieved  by  a  sudden  reduction  of  its 
cnnenoy.  We  had  been  for  twelve  months  under 
the  hardi  operation  of  a  diminution  of  oommerdal 
and  iMmk  credits.  They  had  neariy,  if  not  quite, 
reached  that  minimum  tram  which,  after  a  temporary 
stagnation  of  trade,  they  would  naturally  have  risen 
igun,  when  the  suspensitm  (for  all  commercial  par- 
poses  at  home)  suddenly  converted  eighty  roilUona 
of  currency  into  merchandise,  and  it  was  withdrawn 
trom  drcniation.  The  compound  standard  of  q>ede 
and  paper,  by  whidi  tiie  property  of  the  Vmoa  had 
been  measured,  was  abrupuy  reduced  from  about 
one  hundred  and  ninety  millions  to  one  hundred  and 
ten  millions  of  a  variously  depreciated  cnrrency ;  or, 
if  we  consider  spede  as  the  only  common  standard, 
ftom  a  faondred  and  nfatety  to  eighty  millions.  For- 
eign exdiangee  rose,  notwithstaDding  this  extnrardi- 
nary  lednctioD,  and  all  the  wmgnine  antidpations  of 
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a  reriril  of  confidence  and  credit 'were  di8iq>pointed. 
Our  reduced  cuirency  wu  still  further  dirninlshed, 
the  term  of  our  commercial  embarrassments  was  pro- 
longed, and  the  revival  of  trade  postponed  to  an  un- 
certain period.  These  were  the  consequences  of  that 
measuie  which  it  waa  supposed  woidd  relieve  the 
country. 

But  however  we  may  safiler  by  the  recent  suqxn- 
■ion,  we  must  anticipate  a  similar  event  at  every  re- 
TuMon.  It  cannot  be  avcdded  in  this  age  of  specu- 
kUon,  and  with  our  system  of  banking.  In  periods 
of  alarm,  those  who  are  threatened  with  bankruptcy 
will  seek  relief  in  any  measure,  regardless  of  conse- 
quences. The  banks  will  certainly  yidd  to  the  de- 
sands  of  trade  in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  and  the  re- 
«(^ections  of  the  run  upon  them  in  1887  will  produce 
a  panic,  which  must  compel  most,  if  not  all,  otiier 
tMUiks  to  follow  their  example.  Some  portions  of 
the  Union  may  possibly  e^pe;  but  we  may  cei^ 
tainly  anticipate  embarraeement  in  some  sections,  and 
we  should  accordingly  prepare  for  it  The  banking 
system  of  this  country  must  be  thoroughly  reformed 
before  confidence  in  the  convertibility  of  bank  notes 
can  be  permanently  revived.  Mo  such  reform  can, 
at  this  time,  be  anticipated.  A  few  more  disastrous 
revulsions  may  compel  us,  at  some  Aitura  period,  to 
correct  the  vices  of  our  system ;  but,  for  the  present, 
it  is  evident  that  our  local  currencies  are  to  be  still 
farther  vitiated  by  State  legislation.  With  our  re- 
cent experience,  and  with  such  a  prospect  before 
US,  a  just  and  patriotic  regard  for  the  public  interest 
nrgentiy  requires  that  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  should  not  be  hereafter  exposed  to  embai^ 
rassment  or  bankruptcy  by  being  connected  with  a 
system  liable  at  all  times  to  explosion,  and  that  it 
should  never  ogain  be  made  dependent  upon  every 
vicissitude  in  the  commercial  system  of  the  worid. 

The  public  mind  is  satisfied  that  some  plan  should 
be  adopted  to  relieve  trade  from  any  connection  witii 
oar  revenues,  and  to  render  our  Treasury  independ- 
«nt  of  all  explosions.  Numerous  plans  have  been 
proposed  for  making  a  partial  use  of  banks,  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  keeping  the  public  money,  under 
«ome  special  deposit  system,  with  an  obligation 
not  to  employ  it  in  loans  to  trade.  Ko  such  deposit 
can  be  efiiectual  but  one  which  secures  to  the  Treas- 
ury the  control  over  the  money  specially  deposited, 
•nd  leaves  the  daily  receipts  and  payments  to  be 
made  by  public  officers.  Such  a  system  would 
merely  secure  the  use  of  the  vaults  of -the  banks  as 
places  of  safety,  and  would  be  mmecessary  where  our 
public  offices  are  supplied,  as  they  all  must  be,  with 
vaults  or  safes,  or  both,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
public  arehivea  and  treasure.  If  the  banks  have 
control  over  the  public  money  deposited  with  them, 
all  the  stipulatieas  and  obligations  which  can  be  con- 
trived will  never  prevent  them  irom  discounting  upon 
it,  direotiy  or  indJiectiy ;  and  all  the  guards  we  can 
provide  will  not  secure  to  the  Treasury  its  specie 
fund  in  case  of  a  suspension.  The  various  regula- 
tions which  have  been  proposed  would  be,  in  practice, 
mere  nullities.  The  obligation  to  credit  the  revenue 
collected,  as  specie,  has  always  existed,  and  would 
be  more  binding  hereafter  than  it  has  been  here- 
tofore ;  and  a  special  deposit,  exdusivdy  controlled 
by  the  bank,  would  be  as  unavailable  in  case  of  a 
•nspension  as  any  other,  which  it  would  be  equally 
bound  in  law  to  pay  in  roe«ae.  A  etipolatioii  that 
the  bank  should  pay  the  Treasury  warrant  in  qiecie 
would  be  abortive,  as  that  must  be  deteimined  by 
the  Government  creditor.     Whether  the  deposits 


are  in  specie  or  in  bank  notes,  it  wiU  pay  oat  ili 
own  notes,  and  increase  its  disisoants  acoor&glj. 
Periodical  setUements  with  banks  having  oootrd 
over  the  deporata,  before  and  after  the  settlemsit, 
would  be  a  mere  formality.  Banks  might  be  at- 
ployed  under  a  system  of  joint  management  md 
controL  Special  collections,  deposits,  and  djd)on^ 
ments  might  be  made  under  the  care  of  two  sets  oT 
officers,  one  to  be  appointed  by  GoTermnent,  tbc 
other  by  the  banks ;  but  such  a  plan  would  reqtijre 
a  much  greater  number  of  officers  than  is  nov  pro- 
posed; and  would,  at  the  same  time,  enaUe  the 
banks  employed  by  the  Treasury  to  substitnte  flicir 
notes  for  the  coin  collected,  and  enlarge  thdr  isnes 
and  their  discounts,  which  is  one  of  the  principd 
evils  designed  to  be  avoided  by  the  separation. 

The  Treasury  cannot,  with  safety  to  itself  or  to 
trade,  part  wi^  Its  control  over  the  public  nose;, 
from  its  ccdiection  to  its  disbursement  After  a- 
amining  the  subject  in  all  its  bearingsi,  and  with  era; 
desire  to  unite  pulilio  soitiment  in  some  metsite, 
the  committee  are  more  than  ever  convinced  tint  the 
Amplest,  most  ec(niomical,  and  best  plan,  for  ail  m- 
ter^ts,  as  a  permanent  syatem,  is  to  employ  offiois 
of  Government,  appointed  by  the  President  iritli  tlx 
approbation  of  the  Senate,  to  collect,  keep,  uxi  & 
burse  the  public  money,  under  such  regtilstiaSi 
guards,  and  restrictions  as  Congress  may  fhw  tioeto 
time  deem  expedient 

A  bill  for  the  divorce  of  Bank  and  State,  mi 
for  the  establishment  of  an  Independent  Treis- 
nry  for  the  Uiiit«d  States,  was  theu  reportei 


IN  SENATE. 

Satubdat,  March  10. 
Independent  TreoMwry  BiU. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlie 
Independent  Treasiuy  bill ;  the  qnestioo  being 
on  Mr.  Buchanan's  motion  to  postpone  the  biC 
and  amendment  till  the  next  session. 
The  motion  was  lost  by — 

Ykad. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Gay  of  Eoi- 
tucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Grundy,  Kni^ 
McKean,  Uerrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Botite 
Buggies,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spencc,  Sfit, 
TalTmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  and  White— 2S. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Crih* 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubtord,  Su, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  KicMs, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Boane,  Robinson,  Setic, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter,  Walker,  WiU, 
WilUams,  Wright,  and  TOung— 29.  , 

Independent  Treatury — Reply  <if  Mr. 
Calhoun  to  Mr.  Clay. 

Having  now  established  by  the  record  ft*/ 
have  changed  no  opinion,  abandoned  no  priaf- 
pie,  nor  deserted  any  party,  the  charge  d  tte 
Senator,  with  oU  the  aspersions  with  which  ^ 
accompanied  it,  falls  prostrate  to  the  earti- 
Here  1  might  leave  the  subject,  and  dose  bJ 
vindication.  But  I  choose  not  I  shall  foUof 
the  Senator  np,  step  by  step,  in  his  nnprovoW, 
and,  I  may  now  add,  groundless  attad:,  witli 
blows  not  less  decisive  and  victorious. 

The  Senator  next  proceeded  to  state,  tlutu 
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»  certain  docnment  (if  he  named  it  I  did  not 
hear  him)  I  assign  as  the  reason  whj  I  could  not 
Join  in  tiie  attack  on  the  Admini^xation,  that 
Ute  benefit  of  the  victory  would  not  enure  to 
mrself  or  my  party ;  or,  as  he  explained  him- 
self because  it  would  not  place  myself  and  them 
in  power.  I  presume  be  referred  to  a  letter,  in 
answer  to  an  inritation  to  a  public  dinner, 
offered  me  by  my  old  and  faithful  friends  and 
eonstitnents  of  Edgefield,  in  approbation  of  my 
coarse  at  the  extra  session. 

jlfr.  Clat.    I  do.] 

The  pressure  of  domestic  engagements  wonld 
not  permit  me  to  accept  their  invitation,  and, 
in  declining  it,  I  deemed  it  due  to  them  and 
myself  to  explain  my  course,  in  its  political 
and  party  bearing,  more  fully  than  I  had  done 
in  debate.  They  had  a  right  to  know  my  rea- 
sons, and  I  expressed  myself  with  the  frankness 
dne  to  the  long  and  unintermpted  confidence 
that  had  ever  existed  between  as.  Having 
made  these  explanatory  remarks,  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  meet  tlie  assertion  of  the  Senator,  and 
I  again  take  issue  on  the  fact.  I  assigned  no 
such  reason  as  the  Senator  attributes  to  me.  I 
never  dreamed  or  thought  of  such  a  one ;  nor 
can  any  force  of  construction  extort  it  fVom 
what  I  said.  No :  my  object  was  not  power  or 
place,  either  for  myself  or  party.  It  was  far 
more  humble  and  honest.  It  was  to  save  our- 
selves and  our  principles  from  being  absorbed 
and  lost  in  a  ^arty  more  numerous  and  power- 
ful, bnt  difiTering  from  us  on  almost  every  prin- 
aple  and  question  of  policy. 

When  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  took 
place  in  May  last,  (not  unexpected  to  me,)  I 
immediately  turned  my  attention  to  the  event 
earnestly,  considering  it  as  an  event  pregnant 
with  great  and  lasting  consequences.  Review- 
ing the  whole  ground,  I  saw  nothing  to  change 
in  the  opinions  and  principles  I  had  avowed  m 
1884,  and  I  determined  to  carry  them  out,  as 
far  as  circumstances  and  my  abiUty  wonld  en- 
able me.  Bnt  I  saw  that  my  course  must  be 
infloenced  by  the  position  which  the  two  great 
contending  parties  might  take  in  reference  to 
the  question.  I  did  not  doubt  that  the  Opposi- 
tion wonld  rally  either  on  a  National  Bank,  or 
a  combination  of  State  banks,  with  Mr.  Bid^e's 
at  the  head ;  but  I  was  wholly  uncertain  what 
oonrse  the  Administration  would  adopt,  and  re- 
mained so  till  the  Message  of  the  President  was 
received  and  read  by  the  Secretary  at  his  table. 
When  I  saw  he  went  tor  a  divorce,  I  never 
hesitated  a  moment.  Not  only  my  opinions  and 
principles  long  entertained,  and,  as  I  have 
shown,  fully  expressed  years  ago,  but  the  high- 
est political  motives,  left  me  no  alternative.  I 
perceived,  at  once,  that  the  object,  to  accom- 
plish which  we  had  acted  in  concert  with  the 
OtMMMition,  had  ceased  ;  Executive  usnrnations 
bad  come  to  an  end  for  the  present ;  and  tnat  the 
strug^e  with  the  Administration  was  no  longer 
for  power,  but  to  save  themselves.  I  also  clear- 
ly saw  if  we  should  unite  with  the  Opposition 
in  tiuair  attack  wi  the  Adminiatration,  the  vic- 


tory over  them  in  the  position  they  occupied, 
would  be  a  victory  over  us  ond  our  principles. 
It  required  no  sagacity  to  see  that  such  would 
be  the  result.  It  was  as  plain  as  day.  The 
Administration  had  taken  position,  as  I  have 
shown,  on  the  very  ground  I  occupied  in  1884, 
and  which  the  whole  State  Rights  party  had 
taken  at  the  same  time  in  the  oUier  House,  as 
its  journals  will  prove.  The  Opposition,  under 
the  banner  of  the  bank,  were  moving  against 
them  for  the  very  reason  that  they  hod  taken 
the  ground  they  did. 

Now,  I  ask,  what  wonld  have  been  the  result 
if  we  had  joined  in  the  attack  f  No  one  can 
now  doubt  that  the  victory  over  those  in  power 
would  have  been  certain  and  decisive,  nor 
would  the  consequences  have  been  the  least 
doubtful.  The  first  fruit  would  have  been  a 
National  Bank.  The  principles  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, and  the  very  object  or  the  attack,  would 
have  necessarily  led  to  that.  We  would 
have  been  not  only  too  feeble  to  resist,  bat 
wonld  have  been  committed  by  joining  in  the 
attack  with  its  avowed  object  to  go  for  one, 
while  those  who  support  the  Administration 
wonld  have  been  scattered  in  the  winds.  We 
should  then  have  had  a  bank — that  is  clear ; 
nor  is  it  less  certain,  that  in  its  train  there 
would  have  followed  ^  the  consequences  which 
have  and  ever  will  follow,  when  tried — high 
duties,  overflowing  revenue,  extravagant  ex- 
penditures, large  surpluses ;  m  a  word,  {dl  those 
disastrous  conse(jnences  which  hav^  well  nigh 
overthrown  our  mstitntiona,  and  involved  the 
country  in  its  present  diffioolties.  The  influence 
of  the  institution,  the  known  principles  and 
policy  of  the  Opposition,  and  the  utter  prostrar 
tion  of  the  Administration  party,  and  the  ab- 
sorption of  ours,  would  have  led  to  these  re- 
suits  as  certainly  as  we  exist. 

I  now  appeal,  Senators,  to  your  candor  and 
justice,  ana  ask,  could  I,  having  all  these  con- 
sequences before  me,  with  my  known  opinions 
and  that  of  the  party  to  which  I  belong,  and  to 
which  only  I  owe  fidelity,  have  acted  differ- 
ently from  what  I  did  ?  Would  not  any  other 
course  have  justly  exposed  me  to  the  charge  of 
having  abandoned  my  principles  and  party, 
with  which  I  am  now  accused  so  unjustly? 
Nay,  would  it  not  have  been  worse  than  folly 
— been  madness  in  me,  to  have  taken  any 
other  t  And  yet,  the  grounds  which  I  have 
assumed  in  this  exposition  are  the  very  rea$oni 
assigned  in  my  letter,  and  which  the  Senator 
has  perverted  most  unfairly  and  nnjustly  into 
the  pitiful,  personal,  and  selfish  reason,  which 
he  has  attributed  to  me.  Oonflrraative  of  what 
I  say,  I  again  appeal  to  the  record.  The  Secre- 
tary will  read  tne  paragraph  marked  in  ray 
Edgefield  letter,  to  whidi,  I  presume,  the  Sen- 
ator allnded. 

"  As  soon  as  I  saw  this  gute  of  things,  I  clearly 
perceived  that  a  very  important  question  was  pre- 
sented for  our  detennination,  which  we  were  com- 
pelled to  decide  forthwith — shall  we  oontinue  our 
joint  attadc  with  the  Nationals  on  those  in  power,  in 
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the  new  positioD  vhich  they  hare  been  compelled  to 
occupy?  It  was  clear,  with  our  Joint  forces,  we  could 
utterly  overthrow  and  demolish  them,  but  it  was  not 
less  clear  that  the  victory  would  enure,  not  to  us, 
but  excIuriTely  to  the  benefit  of  our  allies  and  their 
cane.  They  were  the  most  numerous  and  powerful, 
and  the  point  of  assault  on  the  position  iriiidi  the 
party  to  be  assaulted  had  taken  in  relation  to  the 
banlis,  would  have  greatly  strengthened  the  settled 
principles  and  policy  of  the  National  party,  and 
weakened,  in  the  same  degree,  ours.  .They  are,  and 
ever  hare  been,  the  decided  advocates  of  a  Xational 
Bank,  and  are  now  in  favor  of  one  with  a  capital  so 
ample  as  to  be  sufficient  to  control  the  State  institu- 
tions, and  to  r^nilate  the  currency  and  exchanges  of 
the  country.  To  join  them  with  their  avowed 
object  in  the  attack  to  overthrow  those  in  power,  on 
the  ground  they  occupied  against  a  bank,  would,  of 
course,  not  only  have  placed  the  Government  and 
country  in  their  bands  without  opposition,  but  would 
have  committed  us,  beyond  the  possibility  of  extri- 
cation, for  a  bank,  and  absorbed  our  party  in  the 
ranks  of  the  National  Republicans.  The  first  fruits 
of  the  victory  would  have  been  an  overshadowing 
National  Bank,  wi&  an  immense  capital,  not  less  than 
from  fifty  to  a  hundred  millions,  which  would  have  cen- 
tralized the  currency  and  exchanges,  and  with  them 
the  commerce  and  capital  of  the  country,  in  what- 
ever section  the  head  of  the  institution  might  be 
placed.  The  next  would  be  the  indissoluble  union 
of  the  political  opponents,  whose  principles  and  policy 
are  so  opposite  to  ours,  and  so  dangerous  to  our  insti- 
tutions, as  well  as  so  oppressive  to  us." 

I  now  ask,  is  there  any  thing  in  this  extract 
vrhich  will  warrant  the  conatmction  that  the 
Senator  has  attempted  to  force  on  it  ?  Is  it 
not  manifest  that  tae  expression  on  which  he 
fixes,  that  the  victory  would  enore,  not  to  us, 
but  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  the  Opposition, 
alludes  not  to  power  or  place,  but  to  principle 
and  policy  ?  Can  words  be  more  plain  t  What 
then  becomes  of  all  the  aspersions  of  the  Sena- 
tor, his  reflections  about  selfishness  and  the 
want  of  patriotism,  and  his  allusions  and  illus- 
trations to  give  them  force  and  effect  ?  They 
fall  to  the  ground  without  deserving  a  notice, 
with  his  groundless  accusation.  But,  in  so  pre- 
meditated and  indiscriminate  an  attack,  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  my  motives  would  entire- 
ly escape,  and  we  accordingly  find  the  Senator 
Tery  charitably  leaving  it  to  time  to  disclose 
my  motive  for  going  over.  Leave  it  to  time  to 
disclose  my  motive  for  going  overl  I,  who 
have  changed  no  opinion,  abandoned  no  prin- 
ciple, deserted  no  party;  I,  who  have  stood 
still,  and  maintained  my  ground  against  every 
difficulty,  to  be  told  that  it  is  left  to  time  to  dis- 
close my  motive  I  The  imputation  sinks  tothe 
earth  with  the  groundless  charge  on  which  it 
rests.    I  stamp  it  with  scorn  in  the  dust.    I 

fick  up  the  dart,  which  fell  harmless  at  my  feet 
hurl  it  back.  What  the  Senator  charges  on 
mo  nnjastly,  he  ha*  actually  done.  He  went 
over  on  a  memorable  occasion,  and  did  not 
leave  it  to  time  to  disclose  his  motive. 

The  Senator  next  tells  ns  that  I  bore  a  char- 
acter for  stern  fidelity,  which  he  accompanied 
witb  remarks  implying  that  I  had  forfeited  it  | 


by  my  course  on  the  present  oocaaon.    U  1» 
means  by  stern  fidelity  a  devoted  attachmoitto 
duty  and  principle,  which  nothing  can  ova- 
come,  the  character  is,  indeed,  a  high  one,  and, 
I  trust,   not  entirely  unmerited.    I  have,  it 
least,  the  authority  of  the  Senator  hinuelf  fa 
saying  that  it  belonged  tome  before  the  piesot 
occasion,  and  it  is,  of  course,  incumbent  og 
him  to  show  that  I  have  since  forfeited  it.   He 
will  find  the  task  a  Herculean  one.    It  would 
be  by  far  more  easy  to  show  the  oppoate: 
that,  instead  of  forfeiting,  I  have  strengthened 
my  title  to  the  character ;  instead  of  abandon- 
ing any  principles,  I  have  firmly  adhmd  to 
them,  and  that,  too,  tmder  the  most  appalling 
difficulties.    If  I  were  to  select  an  instance  ia 
the  whole  course  of  my  life  on  which,  above  d 
others,  to  rest  my  clum  to  the  charactv  whidi 
the  Senator  attributed  to  me,  it  would  be  tim 
very  one,  which  he  has  selected  to  prove  tbitl 
have  forfeited  it    I  acted  with  the  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  difficulties  I  had  to  encounter,  uA 
the  responsibility  I  had  to  incur.    I  saw  a  greri 
and  powerful  party,  probabljr  the  most  power 
ful  in  the  country,  eagerly  seizing  on  the  cttas- 
trophe  which  had  befallen  the  currency,  and 
the  consequent  embarrassments  that  followed, 
to  displace  those  in  power,  against  whom  ther 
had  been  long  contending.    I  saw  that,  toatand 
between  them  and  their  object,  I  must  neces- 
sarily incur  their  deep  and  lasting  di^leasoie. 
I  also  saw  that,  to  maintain  the  Administntkn 
in  the  position  they  had  taken,  to  separate  tin 
Government  from  the  banks,  I  would  dnv 
down  on  me,  with  the  exception  of  8<nDe  of  tlie 
Southern  hanks,  the  whole  weight  of  that  a- 
tensive,  concentrated,  and  powerfiil  interest— 
the  most  powerful  by  far  of  any  in  the  whole 
community ;  and  thus  I  would  imite  against 
me  a  combination  of  political  and  moneyed  in- 
fluence almost  irresistible.   Nor  was  this  aQ.  I 
could  not  but  see  that,  however  pure  sad  dis- 
interested my  motives,  and  however  conaateot 
my  course  with  all  I  had  erer  said  or  done,  I 
would  be  exposed  to  the  very  chaivBS  and  a^«> 
sions  which  I  am  now  repelling.    The  ease  witli 
which  they  could  be  made,  and  the  temptation 
to  make  them,  I  saw  were  too  great  to  be  re- 
sisted by  the  party  morality  of  the  day^M 
groundless  as  I  have  demonstrated  them.   But 
there  was  another  consequence  that  I  cooM 
not  but  foresee,  far  more  painfhl  to  me  than  aD 
others.    I  but  too  clearly  saw  that,  in  so  sad- 
den and  complex  a  juncture,  called  m  as  I  vas 
to  decide  on  my  course  instantly,  as  it  were,  on 
the  field  of  battle,  without  consultation,  or  ex- 
plaining my  reasons,  I  would  estrange  for  a 
time  many  of  my  politiiial  friends,  who  bad 
passed  through  with  me  so  many  trials  and  & 
flculties,  and  for  whom  I  feel  a  brother's  low. 
But  I  saw  before  me  the  path  of  duty,  aw, 
though  rugged,  and  hedged  on  all  rides  with 
these  and  many  other  difBculties,  I  did  not  h»- 
itate  a  moment  to  take  it    After  I  had  made 
up  my  mind  as  to  my  course,  in  a  oonversatioB 
witii  a  friend  about  tbe  re^Kmsibility  I  would 
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assume,  he  remarked  that  my  own  State  might 
deaert  me.  I  replied  that  it  was  not  impossi- 
ble ;  bat  the  result  has  proved  that  I  under-es- 
timated the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  my 
virtuous  and  noble  State.  I  ask  her  pardon 
for  the  distrust  implied  in  my  answer ;  but  I 
ask  with  assurance  it  will  be  granted,  on  the 
grounds  I  shall  put  it — that  in  being  prepared 
to  sacrifice  her  confidencet  as  dear  to  me  as 
light  and  life,  rather  than  disobey,  on  this  great 
question,  the  dictates  of  my  Judgment  and  con- 
science, I  proved  myself  worthy  of  being  her 
representative. 

Bat  if  the  Senator,  in  attributing  to  me  stem 
fidelity,  meant,  not  devotion  to  principle,  but 
to  party,  and  especially  the  party  of  which  he 
is  so  prominent  a  member,  my  answer  is,  that  I 
never  belonged  to  his  party,  nor  owed  it  any 
fidelity ;  and,  of  course,  could  forfeit,  in  refer- 
ence to  it,  no  character  for  fidelity.  It  is  true, 
we  acted  in  concert  against  what  we  believe  to 
be  the  usurpations  of  the  Executive ;  and  it  is 
true,  that,  during  the  time,  I  saw  much  to  es- 
teem in  those  with  whom  I  acted,  and  con- 
tracted friendly  relations  with  many  which  I 
shall  not  be  the  first  to  forget.  It  is  also  true 
that  a  comnaon  party  designation  was  applied 
to  the  Opposition  in  tlie  aggregate,  not,  how- 
ever, with  my  approbation ;  but  it  is  no  less 
true  that  it  was  universally  known  that  it  con- 
aisted  of  two  distinct  parties,  dissimilar  in  prin- 
ciple and  policy,  except  in  relation  to  the  object 
for  which  they  had  united  :  the  National  Re- 
publican party,  and  the  portion  of  the  State 
Kights  party  which  had  separated  from  tlie 
Administration,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  de- 
parted from  the  true  principles  of  the  original 
party.  That  I  belonged  exclusively  to  that 
detached  portion,  and  to  neither  the  Opposition 
nor  Administration  party,  I  prove  by  my  ex- 
plicit declaration,  contained  in  one  of  the  ex- 
tracts read  f^om  my  speech  on  the  currency  in 
1834  That  the  party  generally,  and  the  State 
which  I  represent  in  part,  stood  aloof  from  both 
of  the  parties,  may  be  established  from  the  fact 
that  they  refused  to  mingle  in  the  party  and 

Eolitical  contests  of  the  day.  My  State  with- 
eld  her  electoral  vote  in  two  sncoessive  Presi- 
dential elections ;  and,  rather  than  to  bestow  it 
on  either  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  or  the 
distinguished  citizen  whom  he  opposed,  in  the 
first  of.  those  elections,  she  threw  her  vote  on  a 
patriotic  citizen  of  Virginia,  since  deceased,  of 
ner  own  politics,  but  who  was  not  a  candidate ; 
and,  in  the  last,  she  refused  to  give  it  to  the 
worthy  Senator  from  Tennessee  near  me,  (Judge 
^BiTB,)  though  his  principles  and  views  of  pol- 
icy approached  so  much  nearer  to  hers  than 
that  of  the  party  to  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  belongs.  But,  suppose  the  fact  was 
otherwise,  and  that  the  two  parties  had  blended 
so  as  to  form  one,  and  that  I  owed  to  the  united 

frty  as  much  fidelity  as  I  do  to  that  to  which 
exclusively  belonged ;  even  on  that  supposi- 
tion, uo  conception  of  party  fidelity  could  have 
controlled  my  course  on  the  present  occasion. 


I  am  not  among  those  who  pay  no  r^ard  to 
party  obligations;  on  the  contrary,  I  place 
fidelity  to  party  among  the  politicikl  virtues, 
but  I  assign  to  it  a  limited  sphere.  I  confine  it 
to  matters  of  detail  and  arrangement,  and  to 
minor  questions  of  policy.  Beyond  that,  on  all 
questions  involving  principles,  or  measures  cal- 
culated to  affect  materially  the  permanent  in- 
terests of  the  country,  I  look  only  to  God  and 
country. 

And  hero,  Mr.  President,  I  avful  myself  of 
the  opportunity  to  declare  my  present  political 
position,  so  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  here- 
after. I  belong  to  the  old  Republican  State 
Rights  party  of  '98.  To  that,  and  that  alone,  I 
owe  fidelity,  and  by  that  I  shall  stand  through 
every  change,  and  in  spite  of  every  difficulty. 
Its  creed  is  to  be  found  in  the  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions, and  Virginia  resolutions  and  report;  and 
its  policy  is  to  confine  the  aetion  of  this  Gov- 
ernment within  the  narrowest  limits  compati- 
ble with  the  peace  and  security  of  these  States, 
and  the  object  for  which  the  Union  was  ex- 
pressly formed.  J,  as  one  of  that  party,  shall 
support  nil  who  support  its  principles  and  poli- 
cy, and  oppose  all  who  oppose  them.  I  hnvo 
given,  and  shall  continue  to  give,  the  Adminis- 
tration a  hearty  and  sincere  support  on  the 
great  question  now  under  discussion,  because  I 
regard  it  as  in  strict  conformity  to  our  creed 
and  policy,  and  shall  do  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  sustain  them  under  the  great  respon- 
sibility which  they  have  assumed.  But  let  mo 
tell  those  who  are  more  interested  in  sustain- 
ing them  than  myself,  that  the  danger  which 
threatens  them  lies  not  here,  but  in  another 
quarter.  This  measure  will  tend  to  uphold 
them  if  they  stand  fast,  and  adhere  to  it  with 
fidelity.  But,  if  they  wish  to  know  where  the 
danger  is,  let  them  look  to  the  fiscal  depart- 
ment of  the  Government.  I  said,  years  ago, 
that  we  were  committing  an  error  the  reverse  of 
the  ^reat  and  dangerous  one  that  was  commit- 
ted m  1828,  and  to  which  we  owe  our  pres- 
ent difficulties,  and  all  we  Save  since  experi- 
enced. Then  wo  raised  the  revenue  greatly, 
when  the  expenditures  were  about  to  be  re- 
duced by  the  discharge  of  the  public  debt;  and 
now  we  have  doubled  the  disbursements,  when 
the  revenue  is  rapidly  decreasing;  an  error, 
which,  although  probably  not  so  fatal  to  the 
country,  will  prove,  if  immediate  and  vigorous 
measures  be  not  adopted,  far  more  so  to  those 
in  power.  The  country  will  not,  and  ought 
not,  to  bear  the  creation  of  a  new  debt,  beyond 
what  may  be  temporarily  necessary  to  meet  the 
present  embarrassment ;  and  any  attempt  to  in- 
crease the  duties  must,  and  ought  to  prove  fatal 
to  those  who  may  make  it,  so  long  as  the  ex- 
penditures may,  by  economy  and  accountabili- 
ty, be  brought  within  the  limits  of  the  revenue. 

But  the  Senator  did  not  confine  his  attacks 
to  my  conduct  and  motives  in  reference  to  the 
present  question.  In  his  eagerness  to  weaken 
the  cause  I  support,  by  destroying  confidence 
in  me,  he  made  an  indiscriminate  attack  on  my 
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intellectual  faoolties,  which  he  characterized  as 
metaphysical,  eccentric,  too  mncb  of  genias, 
and  too  little  common  sense,  and  of  course 
wanting  a  sound  and  practical  judgment. 

Mr.  President,  according  to  my  opinion,  there 
is  nothing  of  which  those  who  are  endowed 
with  superior  mental  faculties  ought  to  be  more 
cautious,  than  to  reproach  those  with  their  de- 
ficiency to  whom  Providence  has  been  less  lib- 
eral The  faculties  of  our  mind  are  the  imme- 
diate gift  of  oar  Creator,  for  which  we  are  no 
farther  responsible  than  for  their  proper  culti- 
vation, according  to  oar  opportunities,  and  their 
proper  application  to  control  and  regulate  oar 
actions.  Thus  thinking,  I  trust  I  shall  be  the  last 
to  assume  superiority  on  my  part,  or  reproach 
any  one  with  inferiority  on  hia;  bat  those  who 
do  not  regard  the  rule,  when  applied  to  others, 
cannot  expect  it  to  be  observed  when  applied 
to  themselves.  The  critic  most  expect  to  be 
criticized,  and  ho  who  points  out  the  faults  of 
others,  to  have  his  own  pointed  oot. 

I  cannot  retort  on  the  Senator  the  charge  of 
being  metaphysical.  I  cannot  accuse  hiin  of 
possessing  the  powers  of  analysis  and  generali- 
zation, those  higher  faculties  of  the  mind,  (called 
metaphysical  by  those  who  da  not  possess 
them,)  which  decompose  and  resolve  into  their 
elements  the  complex  masses  of  ideas  that  exist 
in  the  world  of  mind,  as  chemistry  does  the 
bodies  that  surronnd  us  in  the  material  world ; 
and  without  which  those  deep  and  hidden  caus- 
es which  are  in  constant  action,  and  producing 
such  mighty  changes  in  the  condition  of  socie- 
ty, would  operate  unseen  and  undetected.  The 
absence  of  these  higher  qualities  of  the  mind  is 
conspicuous  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the 
Senator's  public  life.  To  this  it  may  be  ti-aced 
that  he  prefers  the  specious  to  the  solid,  and 
the  plausible  to  the  true.  To  the  same  cause, 
combined  with  an  ardent  temperament,  it  is 
owing  that  we  ever  find  him  mounted  on  some 
popular  and  favorite  measure  which  he  whips 
along,  cheered  by.  the  shouts  of  the  multitude, 
and  never  dismounts  till  he  has  rode  it  down. 
Thus,  at  one  time,  we  find  him  mounted  on  the 
protective  system,  which  he  rode  down;  at 
another,  on  intemid  improvement ;  and  now  he 
is  mounted  on  a  bank,  which  will  surely  share 
the  same  fate,  unless  those  who  are  immediate- 
ly interested  shall  stop  him  in  his  headlong  ca- 
reer. It  is  the  fault  of  his  mind  to  seize  on  a 
few  prominent  and  striking  advantages,  and  to 
pursue  them  eagerly  without  looking  to  conse- 
quences. Thus,  in  the  case  of  the  protective 
system,  he  was  struck  with  the  advantages  of 
-mannfactores ;  and,  believing  that  high  duties 
was  the  proper  mode  of  protecting  them,  he 

Eushed  forward  the  system  without  seeing  that 
e  was  enriching  one  portion  of  the  country  at 
the  expense  of  the  other ;  corrupting  the  one 
and  alienating  the  other;  and,  fiually,  dividing 
the  community  into  two  great  hostile  interests, 
which  terminated  in  the  overthrow  of  the  sys- 
tem itself.  So,  now,  he  looks  only  to  a  uniform 
currency,  and  a  bank  as  the  means  of  securing 


it,  without  once  reflecting  how  fairtbe bukiif 
system  has  progressed,  and  the  dilfficDlties  tint 
impede  its  farther  progress;  that  lt)aiikiiig  lod 
politics  are  running  together  to  tbeir  mital 
destruction ;  and  that  the  only  possible  mode 
of  saving  his  favorite  system  is  to  separate  'i, 
from  the  Government 

To  the  defects  of  understanding,  which  tiie 
Senator  attributes  to  me,  I  make  no  repljr.  It 
is  for  others,  and  not  me,  to  determine  t^e  por- 
tion of  understanding  which  it  has  pleased  the 
Author  of  my  being  to  bestow  on  ue.  It  ii, 
however,  fortunate  for  me,  that  the  standsri 
by  which  I  shall  be  judged  is  not  thefaUe,  prq- 
udiced,  and,  as  I  have  shown,  unfounded  opii- 
ion  which  the  Senator  has  expressed,  but  n; 
acts.  They  furnish  materials,  neither  few  mr 
scant,  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  ray  nieotal  fv- 
ulties.  I  have  now  been  more  than  tweotj-ai 
years  continuously  in  the  service  of  thi«  Gov- 
ernment, iu  various  stations,- and  have  ttken 
part  in  almost  all  the  great  questions  which 
nave  agitated  this  country  during  this  languid 
important  period.  Throughout  the  whole  I 
have  never  followed  events,  but  have  taken  bj 
stand  in  advance,  openly  and  freely  avowiis 
my  opinions  on  all  questions,  and  leaving  it  to 
time  and  experience  to  condemn  or  approve  mj 
course.  Thus  acting,  I  have  often,  and  on 
great  questions,  separated  from  those  irift 
whom  I  usually  acted,  and  if  I  am  really  so  d^ 
fective  in  sound  and  practical  judgment  as  die 
Senator  represents,  the  proof,  if  to  befbtad 
anywhere,  must  be  found  in  such  instances,  n 
where  I  have  acted  on  my  sole  responabilHr. 
Now,  I  ask,  in  which  of  the  many  instances  of 
the  kind  is  such  proof  to  be  found  t  It  i»  w* 
my  intention  to  call  to  the  recollection  of  tbe 
Senate  all  such ;  but  that  yoti,  Senators,  m) 
judge  for  yourselves,  it  is  due  in  justice  to  my- 
self, that  I  should  suggest  a  few  of  the  no^ 
prominent,  which  at  the  time  were  regarded 
as  the  Senator  now  considers  the  present;  a^ 
then,  as  now,  because  where  duty  is  involTed, 
I  would  not  submit  to  party  trammels. 

I  go  back  to  the  commencement  of  my  V^ 
lie  life,  tiie  war  session,  as  it  was  usually  callei 
of  1812,  when  I  first  took  my  seat  in  the  other 
House,  a  young  man,  without  experience  to 
guide  me ;  and  I  shall  select.,  as  wo  fint  ^ 
stance,  the  Navy.  At  that  time  the  Adnrims- 
tration  and  the  party  to  which  I  was  strongij 
attached,  were  decidedly  opposed  to  this  impor- 
tant arm  of  service.  It  was  considered  anti•I^ 
publican  to  support  it;  but  octingwithmjtha 
distinguished  colleague,  Mr.  Cheves,  who  led 
the  way,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  give  it  my  hearts 
support,  regardless  of  party  ties.  Docs  this  in- 
stance sustain  the  charge  of  the  Senator  f 

The  next  I  shall  select  is  the  restrictive  ly^ 
tem  of  that  day,  the  embargo,  thd  non-impor- 
tation and  non-intercourse  acts.  This,  too,  *«• 
{)arty  measure,  which  had  been  long  and  »«nii- 
y  contested,  and  of  course  the  lines  of  p«i*J 
well  drawn.  Young  and  inexperienced  mJ 
was,  I  saw  its  defects,  and  resolutely  oj^na*' 
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it^  almost  alone  of  my  party.  The  aeoond  or 
third  speech  I  made,  after  I  took  my  seat,  was 
in  open  denunciation  of  the  system ;  and  I  mar 
refer  to  the  grounds  I  then  assumed,  the  trath 
of  which  have  been  confirmed  by  time  and  ex- 
perience, with  pride  and  confidence.  This  will 
scarcely  be  selected  by  the  Senator  to  make 
good  bis  charge. 

I  pass  over  other  instances,  and  come  to  Mr. 
Dallas's  bank  of  181i-'16.  That,  too,  was  a 
party  measure.  Banking  was  then  compara- 
tively but  little  understood,  and  it  may  seem  as- 
toni^ing,  at  this  time,  that  snch  a  project 
should  ever  have  received  any  countenance  or 
support.  It  proposed  to  create  a  bank  of 
$553,000,000,  to  consist  almost  entirely  of  what 
was  called  then  the  war  stocks ;  that  is,  the 
public  debt  created  in  carrying  on  the  then 
war.  It  was  provided  that  the  bank  shonld  not 
pay  specie  during  the  war,  and  for  three  years 
after  its  termination,  for  carrying  on  which  it 
was  to  lend  the  Government  the  Ainds.  In 
plain  language,  the  Government  was  to  borrow 
back  its  own  credit  for  the  bank,  and  pay  to  the 
instituflon  six  per  cent,  for  its  use.  I  had 
scarcely  ever  before  seriously  thought  of  banks 
or  banking,  but  I  clearly  saw  through  the  ope- 
ration, and  the  danger  to  the  Government  and  <  • 
country,  and,  regardless  of  party  ties  or  dennn- 
oiations,  I  opposed  and  defeated  it  in  the  man- 
ner I  explained'  at  the  extra  session.  I  then 
subjected  myself  to  the  very  charge  which  the 
Senator  now  makes,  but  time  has  done  me  jus- 
tice, as  it  will  in  the  present  instance. 

Passing  the  intervening  instances,  I  come 
down  to  my  administration  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, where  I  acted  on  my  own  Judgment  and 
responsibility.  It  is  known  to  all,  that  the  de- 
partment at  the  time,  was  perfectly  disorgan- 
ized, with  not  much  less  than  $60,000,000  of 
outstanding  and  unsettled  acconnte,  and  the 
greatest  confusion  in  every  branch  of  service. 
Though  without  experience,  I  prepared,  shortly 
after  I  went  in,  the  bill  for  its  organization,  and 
on  its  passage  I  drew  up  the  body  of  rules  for 
carrying  the  act  into  execution ;  both  of  which 
remiun  substantially  unchanged  to^bis  day. 
After  reducing  the  outstanding  acflnts  to  a 
few  millions,  and  introducing  order  and  ac- 
countability in  every  branch  of  service,  and 
bringing  down  the  expenditnre  of  the  army 
from  four  to  two  and  a  half  millions  annually, 
without  subtracting  a  single  comfort  frqm  ei- 
ther officer  or  soldier,  I  left  the  Department  in  a 
condition  that  might  well  be  compared  to  the 
best  in  any  country.  If  I  am  deficient  in  the 
qualities  which  the  Senator  attributes  to  me, 
here  in  this  mass  of  details  and  business  it  ought 
to  be  discovered.  Will  he  look  to  this  to  muce 
good  his  charge  ? 

From  the  War  Department  I  was  transferred 
to  ^e  Ohair  which  you  now  occupy.  How  I 
acquitted  myself  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties, 
I  leave  it  to  the  body  to  decide,  without  adding 
a  word.  The  station,  from  its  leisure,  gave  me 
a  good  opportunity  to  study  the  genius  of  the 


prominent  measure  of  the  day,  called  then  the 
American  system,  of  which  I  profited.  I  B0<m 
perceived  where  its  errors  lay,  and  how  it 
would  operate.  I  clearly  saw  its  desoladng  ef- 
fects in  one  section,  and  corrupting  influence  in 
the  other ;  and  when  I  saw  that  it  could  not  be 
arrested  here,  I  fell  back  on  my  own  State,  and 
a  blow  was  given  to  a  system  destined  to  de- 
stroy our  institutions,  If  not  overthrown,  which 
brought  it  to  the  ground.  This  brings  me 
down  to  the  present  times,  and  where  pasraons 
and  prcijndices  are  yet  too  strong  to  make  an 
appeal,  with  any  prospect  of  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial verdict  I  then  transfer  this,  and  all  my 
Bubseqnent  acts,  including  the  present,  to  the 
tribunal  of  posterity,  with  a  perfect  confi- 
deoree  that  nothing  can  be  found,  in  what  I 
have  said  or  done,  to  impeach  my  integrity  or 
understanding. 

I  have  now.  Senators,  repelled  the  attacks 
on  me.  I  have  settled  the  account  and  can- 
celled the  debt  between  me  and  my  accuser.  I 
have  nut  sought  this  controversy,  nor  have  I 
shunned  it  when  forced  on  me.  I  have  acted 
on  the  defensive,  and  if  it  is  to  continue,  which 
rests  with  the  Senator,  I  shall  throughout  con- 
tinue so  to  act  I  know  too  well  the  ad  vantage 
of  my  position  to  surrender  it  The  Senator 
commenced  the  controversy,  and  it  is  but  right 
that  he  shonld  be  responsible  for  the  direction 
it  shall  hereafter  take.  Be  his  det^rminaticm 
what  it  may,  I  stand  prepared  too  meet  him. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRKSKHTATIVBS. 

"WsDTsnssDxr,  March  14. 
Civil  Li*t  Bill 

The  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  took 
up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenditures  of  the  Govera- 
ment 

Mr.  MoBBiB,  of  Pennsylvania,  sud  that,  in 
consequence  of  being  placed  upon  the  Oommittee 
on  the  Expenditures  of  the  Department  of 
State,  it  became  his  duty  to  majce  some  in- 
quiries upon  the  subject  appertaining  to  those 
expenditures.  One  portion  of  his  inquiry  re- 
lated to  the  appropnations  and  contingent  ex- 
penditures for  a  few  yeara  past,  and  he  had  re- 
ceived a  statement  embracing  the  amount  fh>m 
the  year  1829  to  1837,  inclusive,  of  the  appro- 
priations for  incidental  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Department  of  State  and  for  payments. 
It  is  as  follows : 


fean. 
1829  • 

■   |22,860  - 

Payment!. 
-  $24,691  44 

1830  • 

-   27,100  - 

•  21,040  99 

1881  - 

20,000  - 

-  20,218  92 

1882  - 

26,000  - 

-  81,642  89 

1838  - 

26,000  - 

-  28,864  14 

1884  - 

81,600  • 

-  29,682  18 

1885  • 

26,000  - 

•  23,487  82 

1836  • 

25,000  • 

•  28,666  78 

1847  - 

26,000  - 

•  23,414  05 

$126,450 

$226,942  «6 
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Msking  s  difference  in  this  length  of  time,  in 
the  aggregate,  between  the  appropriations  and 
the  paTments^  of  a  little  more  than  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  He  understood  that  the  amount 
of  payments  made  in  a  year  does  not  necessarily 
show  the  amonnt  of  the  ezpenditm«s  of  that 
year,  as  there  are  aoooants  outstanding  from 
year  to  year,  and  sometimes  for  severfd  years, 
which,  when  paid,  are  included  in  the  amount 
for  the  year  in  which  the  payment  is  made. 

He  had  nothing  further  to  add,  but  to  submit 
his  amendment  to  reduce  the  contingent  ex- 
penses for  missions  abroad  from  thirty  to  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars,  which  he  did  with  a  strong 
conviction  of  its  propriety. 

Mr.  Oaubbkleno  explained  that  he  had  made 
application  to  the  department  in  relation  to  this 
appropriation,  and  has  ascertained  that  there 
was  a  balance  of  only  $18,000  on  hand  on  the 
Ist  of  January,  1888,  and  $15,000  of  that  sum 
would  be  needed  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
year  1887,  not  yet  paid. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 


nj-SENATB. 

WxDNssDAT,  March  14. 
Indtpendent  2V«a«ury. 
Hr.  Beitton'  said:  Mr.  President,  I  have 
opinions  upon  this  subject— opinions  not  of  re- 
cent adoption,  or  hasty  formation.  Their  ori- 
gin dates  far  back — a  full  quarter  of  a  century-; 
and  they  have  been  receiving  confirmation  ever 
t^nce.  I  was  in  the  public  service  during  the 
late  war — witnessed  the  failure  of  the  State 
banks,  and  saw  the  calamities  of  a  Ooverament, 
and  of  a  people,  destitute  of  specie.  The  first 
Bank  of  the  United  States  had  expelled  specie 
— ^it  had  done  what  Mr.  Madison  said  it  would 
do,  in  that  masterly  speech  of  1791,  which 
never  has  been,  and  never  can  be,  answered. 
In  that  speech  he  placed  at  the  head  of  the  list 
of  the  disadvantages  of  such  a  bank,  these  pro- 
phetic words:  "Fint:  Baniihing  the  preounu 
metciU,  hff  tt^ittUuting  another  mediiim  to  per- 
form their  office."  At  the  expiration  of  its 
charter,  in  1811,  it  had  completely  effected  this 
work.  It  had  banished  the  precious  metals. 
There  was  but  ten  millions  of  specie  left  in  the 
country!  Two  great  errors  were  then  com- 
mitted :  Jirit,  in  not  replenishing  the  country 
with  specie,  and  especially  with  gold ;  leeondly, 
in  falling  back  upon  the  paper  of  local  banks 
for  a  national  currency.  In  this  condition,  des- 
titute of  specie,  and  relying  upon  the  notes  of 
local  banks,  we  went  into  the  war.  The  result 
was  inevitable — the  explosion  of  our  whole 
monetary  system — ^the  bankruptcy  of  the  Treas- 
ury— ^the  ruinous  use  of  depreciated  paper — a 
resort  to  Treasury  notes,  on  which  the  creditor 
often  lost  88^  per  cent — loans  on  oppressive 
terms — and  die  Government  forced  to  make 
CMimion  oanse  with  broken  banks  for  the  mu- 
tual support  of  each  other's  credit.  All  this  I 
saw.    I  saw  the  calamities,  the  hondliatioD, 


and  the  sufferings  of  the  country ;  and  I  hetrd 
the  loud  and  insolent  triumph  of  the  Federal 
party — ^that  part  of  it  which  opposed  the  wir 
— exulting  over  an  empty  Treasury,  an  ^Dpai^ 
ed  public  credit,  a  depreciated  paper  carreaej, 
and  the  national  degradation  ftn*  want  of  adid 
money.  I  saw  all  tUs ;  and  my  head,  and  injr 
heart,  both  told  me  that  the  country  on^ 
never  to  be  subjected  to  snch  a  fate  acdo. 

This  was  my  war  experience ;  and  now  tat 
the  experience  of  peace.  After  three  yeanrf 
war,  peace  came,  and  with  it  came  revival  of 
budness,  and  a  multitude  of  local  banka,  nd 
at  their  head,  that  immense  charlatan  of  At 
monetary  system — a  National  Bank !  Off  Ttnt 
the  whole  together;  specie  payments  resomed; 
confidence  restored ;  the  credit  system  in  ill 
its  glory,  and  every  branch  of  buaness  distend- 
ed  to  the  bursting  point.  To  Judge  of  estij 
thing  by  a  single  instance,  it  is  snffident  to 
name  the  public  lands,  of  which  the  amonnt  of 
tventy-eight  millions  of  dollars  was  sold  in  t 
single  year  I  and  nearly  all  on  credit,  payable 
in  safe  and  solid  specie-paying  Itank  note&  In 
two  years  the  whqle  of  these  buka,  th9  ehi^ 
latan  among  the  rest,  were  swamped.  Tba 
■we  had  a  repetition  of  the  scenes  of  seven  yean 
•before.  No  specie ;  no  notes  equivalent  to 
specie ;  no  credit ;  no  revenues ;  no  price  ftr 
property  I  Tender  laws — ^property  laws— re- 
plevin laws — stay  laws,  the  order  of  the  dif  I 
An  entire  stagnation  of  business  followed,  not 
fictitious,  but  real ;  and  such  was  the  fall  in  the 
price  of  ail  produce,  all  property,  and  tli« 
wages  of  alllaoor,  owing  to  the  failore  of  the 
banks,  and  the  absence  of  specie,  that  all  ddit- 
ors  were  placed  in  the  jaws  of  ruin,  and  mot* 
of  them  entirely  mined.  There  was  no  Treas- 
ury order  then;  no  removal  of  depoeite;  no 
veto ;  no  Jackson  administration  to  min  the 
country ;  yet  the  distress  and  suffering  was  •* 
ually  then,  what  it  is  falsely  sud  to  be,  ond 
wickedly  attempted  to  be  made,  at  prese^ 
There  is  no  comparison  between  the  state  of 
things  then  and  now. 

At  this  epoch,  this  second  explosion  of  the 
paper  s^|m,  I  came  into  the  Senate  of  the 
United  "HUs.  I  came  here  in  the  antmnnoi 
1820.  I  travelled  fW>m  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Potomac  amidst  the  crash  of  fallii^  Moka,  the 
wrecks  of  a  paper  currency,  and  tte  lameiito- 
tions  of  a  suffering  nation.  I  arrived  here  to 
see  a  Government  without  a  dollar,  and  b»- 
rowing  money  to  pay  its  duly  expenses,  whia, 
the  year  before,  boasted  a  revenue  <rf  toty- 
seven  millions,  and  tormented  itself  with  sdieDiea 
to  get  rid  of  surpluses  1  I  commenced  my  Sep- 
atorial  career  under  these  circumstances— «^ 
onmstances  to  make  me  meditate,  and  to  v^ 
me  feel.  Happily,  my  associations  'bi*^ 
the  fathers  of  the  Bepublic— with  Macon  tt* 
Randolph,  whose  intimacy  I  enjoyed,  and  wh«e 
friendship  I  possessed.  My  reading  was  »« 
of  the  early  history  of  the  Qovenmi»t— |" 
Revolotion,  the  Confederation,  the  formrti* 
of  the  Constitution  of  '80,  and  the  worttap 
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of  th«  machinery  of  the  Federal  GoTemment 
under  the  administrations  of  the  earlier  Pres- 
idents— Washington,  Adams,  and  Jefferson. 
The  result  of  this  association,  and  of  this  read- 
iag,  was  a  tborongh  conviction,  1.  That  the 
Federal  Ooustitution  was  formed  by  hard-money 
men,  and  was  intended  to  be  a  hard-money 
GoTomment;  2.  That  it  had  been  converted 
into  a  paper-money  Government,  contrary  to 
the  genius  and  intention  of  the  constitation ; 
8.  'niat  this  departure  from  the  constitution 
was  the  cause  of  the  moneyed  calamities 
daring  the  war,  and  again  at  that  time ;  4. 
That  the  remedy  for  these  calamities  was  to  re- 
turn to  the  plain  meaning  of  the  constitution, 
as  expressed  in  the  revenue  act  of  1789,  and  to 
conJSne  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Federal  Govemmcnt  to  gold  and  silver  coin 
only.  These  were  my  convictions;  and  as 
loon  as  circumstances  were  auspicious  for  ac- 
tion, I  commenced  a  series  of  measures,  all 
tending  to  carry  back  the  fiscal  action  of  the 
Government  to  the  intention  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  fully  believing,  that  if  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment would  require  gold  and  silver  for  its 
own  Treasury,  it  would  cause  enough  to  be 
brought  into  the  country,  and  to  rem^n  in  the 
country,  to  supply  the  whole  body  of  the  peo- 
ple witii  hard  money  for  all  their  common  and 
ordinary  dealings  and  transactions.  It  was  not 
until  General  Jackson's  administration  that  I 
was  able  to  take  any  strong  and  direct  meos- 
nres  towards  the  accomplishment  of  the  great 
object  which  presented  itself  to  my  view.  The 
sagacious  Hr.  Macon  often  said  to  me,  that  it 
was  in  vain  to  attempt  any  reform,  unless  the 
Administration  is  with  you.  The  election  of 
General  Jackson  gave  such  an  administration. 
From  that  time  there  was  a  Pr^ident,  not  only 
to  favor,  but  to  take  the  lead  in  the  great  bus- 
iness of  restoring  the  constitutional  currency, 
and  my  part  became  subordinate  and  easy.  I 
had  oi&y  to  explain  and  defend  the  great  meas- 
ures which  his  sagacity  and  patriotism  conceiv- 
ed and  recommended. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  on  these  moas- 
nres,  much  less  to  enter  now  into  anj"  defence 
of  them.  A  brief  enumeration  will  akffice :  1. 
No  more  National  Banks.  They  had  been 
fonnd  to  be  the  great  exporters  of  specie ;  and 
their  chartered  light  to  pay  the  Federal  reve- 
ones  in  their  own  notes,  was  in  itself  a  clear 
breach  of  the  constitution,  and  banished  gold 
and  silver  from  the  Treasury,  and,  by  dimin- 
ishing the  demand  for  it,  expelled  it  from  the 
ooontry.  2.  To  restore  the  gold  currency,  by 
correcting  the  erroneous  standard  of  gold.  8. 
The  rep^  of  the  act  of  1819,  rendering  unour- 
rent,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  gold  and  silver 
coins  of  all  foreign  countries.  4.  The  multipli- 
oatioa  of  the  mints,  both  for  the  purpose  of 
coining  money  in  different  parts  of  the  Union, 
and  for  becoming  places  of  deposit  and  safe- 
keeping of  the  poblio  moneys.  6.  Thesnppres- 
rion  of  all  local  bank  notes  under  twenty  dol- 
lars.   Having  no  direct  power  over  the  banks 


of  the  States,  the  only  mode  of  accomplishing 
this  object  was  by  the  revenue  regulations  of 
the  Federal  Government,  and  by  operating  on 
public  opinion  in  the  different  States.  My  own 
limit  was  oue  hundred  dollars,  but  I  did  not 
attempt  to  establish  it,  because  I  knew  that  I 
could  not  succeed.  My  conviction  is  now  clear 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  bank  note  under  one 
hundred  dollars. 

Such  were  our  measures  for  restoring  the 
currency  of  the  constitution  to  the  coffers  of 
the  Federal  Treasury,  and  supplying  the  coun- 
try with  gold  and  silver  for  ail  the  common  and 
ordinary  transactions  and  dealings.  The  suc- 
cess, notwithstanding  a  powerM  combined  po- 
litical and  moneyed  opposition,  was  astonish- 
ingly great.  The  recharter  of  a  National  Bank 
sunk  under  the  veto,  sustained  by  public  opin- 
ion. The  act  for  the  correction  of  the  gold 
standard  hit  the  point  of  correction  with  such 
perfect  accuracy,  that  the  two  coins,  gold  and 
silver,  issuing  from  onr  mint,  have  precisely 
the  same  value  in  the  money  market  Tinder 
the  auspicious  operation  of  that  act,  our  gold 
coin  has  risen,  in  littie  more  than  three  years, 
from  nothing  to  fifteen  millions,  and  will  prob- 
ably rise  to  twenty-five  millions  before  the  ter- 
mination of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  present  term. 
The  act  for  repealing  the  act  of  1819,  and  for 
restoring  foreign  coins  to  circulation,  has  sent 
Mexican  dollars  into  every  part  of  the  Union, 
and  has  enabled  other  foreign  coins,  both  gold 
and  silver,  to  make  some  progress  in  penetrat- 
ing our  country.  Silver  has  increased  tiiree- 
fold  since  1832,  and  silver  and  gold  together, 
four-fold.  Our  specie  was  twenty  millions 
then ;  it  is  eighty  now,  with  the  prospect  of 
exceeding  a  hundred  millions  before  the  present 
term  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren  is  out.  Our  currency 
in  existence  is  more  abundant  and  more  solid 
than  it  ever  was  before ;  but  the  specie  part 
of  it  is  suppressed  by  the  power  and  policy  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  combined  with 
the  politicians  and  that  part  of  the  banks  which 
follow  its  lead.  Acts  of  Congress  had  passed 
to  operate  upon  small  notes,  and  to  exclude 
those  under  twenty  dollars  from  revenue  pay- 
ments altogether,  and  to  exclude  all  otners 
which  were  not  convertible  into  gold  and  silver 
"  vpon  the  tpot,^''  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and 
without  loss  or  delay  to  him.  Public  opinion 
had  been  awakened  on  the  subject  of  small 
notes ;  and  the  Republicans  everywhere  were 
moving  towards  the  suppression  of  all  under 
twenty  dollars.  Such  was  the  progress,  and 
such  the  success,  of  our  measures  in  May  last, 
when  eight  hundred  banks  stopped  payment  at 
once,  shut  down  dose  upon  all  the  specie  in 
their  vaults,  denying  a  nmepenco,  a  picaynne, 
a  five-cent  piece,  even,  to  the  Government 
whose  thirty  millions  of  deposits  they  held,  or  to 
the  community  who  held  a  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  of  their  notes  t  In  the  midst  of  pro- 
found peace,  general  prosperity,  under  a  Gov- 
ernment without  taxes  and  without  a  public 
debt,  with  four  times  as  much  specie  as  was  la 
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it  fire  years  before,  came  this  crash  of  the 
banks.  It  came  like  a  clap  of  thander  in  a 
cloudless  sky.  In  one  moment,  as  it  were,  a 
Government,  with  thirty  millions  of  revenue 
on  hand,  was  left  without  a  shilling :  in  one 
moment,  a  nation  of  fifteen  millions  of  souls 
was  deprived  of  ninepences  for  the  market  or 
the  post-ofiSoe.  As  if  to  proclaim  their  de- 
sign to  banish  all  specie  from  the  land,  a  simul- 
taneous and  universal  deluge  of  small  notes  and 
shin-plasters  was  poured  upon  the  people ;  and 
the  significant  cry  was  set  up,  that  specie  pay- 
ments conid  never  be  restored  until  a  National 
Bank  was  established.  This  cry  explained  the 
mun  cause  of  the  general  stoppage,  and  the 
sole  cause  of  the  shin-plaster  and  small  note  issue. 
All  this  took  place  in  May  1887.  It  was  a 
repetition,  without  the  excuse  of  war,  of  the 
bonk  explosions  of  the  war  in  1814;  it  was  the 
second  explosion  of  the  banks  since  the  war, 
and  in  profound  peace.  It  was  expected  to  as- 
tound, terrify,  subdue,  distress,  and  coerce  the 
country  into  a  submission  to  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  National  Bank  I  a  resnlt  that  wonld 
have  been  inevitable,  had  it  not  l>een  for  the 
eighty  millions  of  gold  and  silver  which  Jack- 
son's administration  brought  into  the  country, 
and  which  has  so  well  kept  up  the  value  of  bank 
notes  that  those  which  are  in  good  credit  are  now 
no  more  than  one  or  two  per  cent,  below  par. 
This  third  explosion  in  twenty-five  years — this 
second  explosion  in  time  of  peace — this  loss  of 
national  revenues,  as  if  by  enchantment — this 
disappearance  of  specie,  as  if  touched  by  a  magic 
wand — roused  and  electrified  the  continent. 
The  public  mind  came  at  a  bound  to  the  con- 
viction that  the  Federal  Government  ought  to 
be  disconnected  from  the  banks,  and  from  their 
paper  currency.  The  conviction  was  general, 
almost  unanimons,  among  the  Republicans ;  a 
few  only  among  them  were  for  trying  the  local 
banks  and  their  paper  once  more,  as  if  three 
failures  in  twenty-five  years  were  not  sufficient ; 
as  if  another  failure  was  not  inevitable,  and  as 
if  another  failure  must  not  end  in  the  restora- 
tion of  a  National  Bank,  with  the  restoration 
of  the  political  party,  with  all  tlieir  principles 
and  measures,  who  go  with  that  bank.  The 
Federal  party,  of  course,  with  some  honorable 
exceptions,  oppose  the  disconnection.  They 
oppose  whatever  the  Republicans  propose,  no 
matter  what.  They  were  opposed  to  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Government  with  the  State  banks 
three  years  ago,  when  those  banks  were  do- 
ing well ;  they  were  for  compelling  the  Gov- 
ernment to  stick  to  them  now  that  they  have 
done  ill.  This  is  the  state  of  parties :  the  Re- 
publicans almost  universally  for  the  divorce  of 
Bank  and  State;  the  Federalists  almost  uni- 
versally for  the  conjunction  of  Bank  and  State. 
In  this  division  and  subdivision,  I  find  myself 
with  the  mass  of  my  own  party,  and  with  the 
Administration  itselfl  I  find  tMm  now  where 
I  was  many  years  ago.  I  believe  them  to  be 
right,  and  shall  stand  by  them,  and  abide  their 
liaie.    If  they  sink  in  this  contest  witii  tiie 


banks  and  the  Federalists,  I  shall  go  downvitt 
them. 

I  stand  upon  the  two  principles  of  the  IhU— 
1.  The  United  States  to  nse  the  money  of  tbe 
constitution  in  the  receipts  and  disburseiMBti 
of  the  Federal  Treasury ;  2.  The  United  Stito 
to  receive  their  own  money,  to  keep  thdr  own 
money,  and  pay  out  their  own  money.  I  ttui 
upon  these  two  principles ;  I  cannot  sorrente 
them;  thoAgh  I  con^nt  to  take  them  one tti 
time.  The  details  of  the  bill  are  open  to  compn- 
mise.  There  I  am  ready  to  give  and  to  take— to 
surrender  and  concede — ^to  do  every  thing,  cos- 
sistent  with  the  preservation  of  the  principles,  to 
conciliate  the  support,  or  to  purchase  the  forbear- 
ance of  friends.  In  some  particulars  I  Toiild 
prefer  a  change  of  details ;  I  would  prefer  sdA- 
tional  branch  mints  in  place  of  the  Beoeimi 
General — ^mints  that  would  answer  the  iaaVk 
purpose  of  keeping  the  money  of  the  GoTen- 
ment,  and  coining  money  for  the  people. 

The  principles  of  the  bill  I  hold  to  be  fomid- 
ed  in  the  clearest  reasons  of  propriety,  and  cob- 
stitntionality,  and  snstoined  oy  the  ftallest  tojm 
of  trial  and  experience.  Every  GtoTemmest 
should  be,  at  all  times,  the  master  of  its  otb 
property, — ^money  and  every  thing  else.  A 
Government  should  not  be  pat  to  the  ddsji 
and  contingencies  of  asking  for  its  own,  modi 
less  of  suing  for  it,  and  above  all,  of  haviDg  tD 
sue  where  State  laws  may  interpose  to  dduj, 
or  to  defeat  the  recovery.  The  revenne  of  t 
Government  is  its  daily  support, — ^it  is  like  tin 
daily  support  of  a  family — it  cannot  be  stopptd 
or  withheld,  without  affecting  the  existence  of 
the  Government  itself.  Every  Govemment 
upon  earth,  our  own  excepted,  puts  its  moatf 
where  it  can  go  and  take  it.  All  other  Got- 
emments  put  their  money  where  they  can  com- 
mand it,  where  they  can  seize  it,  if  neceseaiy, 
and  punish  a  delinquent  holder.  We  do  the 
same  with  all  our  property,  except  nuNMy. 
Our  ships  and  forts,  our  military  and  ntnl 
stores,  our  public  lands,  and  public  edifices,  «• 
all  in  our  own  oostody.  We  do  not  have  to 
beg,  or  bring  suits  at  law,  to  recover  their  pos- 
session. We  keep  them  subject  to  oar  on 
order,  because  the  existence,  and  the  open- 
tions,  of  Government,  which  holds  civil  aocMj 
together,  and  prevents  mankind  from  relspaiiK 
into  anarchy  and  violence,  will  not  admit  of  ia- 
termptions  and  delays.  If  this  is  true  a(  prop- 
erty, how  much  more  true  is  it  of  money— tW 
daily  pabulum,  without  which  Govenimeotctt- 
not  exist  a  day  ?  This  fundamental  axiom,  tno 
of  every  Government,  is  pre-eminently  »  of 
ours.  Our  (Jovemment  is  complex — State  «» 
Federal— and  each  should  have  its  own  la- 
dependent  Treasnnr.  The  present  oonstitaticn 
grew  ont  of  the  Independent  Treasury  qneitioB. 
Other  causes  helped  on  to  the  fonnatioa  of  tbo 
constitution ;  but  a  revenne  of  its  own— «  ror- 
enne  independent  of  the  States,  and  of  co<i^ 
independent  of  corporations — wu  the  exd^ 
and  controlling  cause  which  led  to  its  adoptkxi. 
The  whole  hmor^  of  the  oonfederatiao,  fron 
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the  dose  of  the  Revolution  to  the  year  1789, 
prores  this.  Yet  where  is  the  Independent 
TreasiuT',  where  ia  the  Federal  Treasnry,  if 
corporations  are  to  hold  onr  money,  may  re- 
fuse to  pay  it  when  they  please,  and  shall  be 
backed  by  th^ir  State  Legislatures  when  they 
refbse  to  pay  t  To  commit  our  money  to  the 
custody  of  snch  corporations,  is  to  forego  the 
end  for  which  the  Federal  Government  was 
formed ;  to  commit  it  to  snch  corporations 
again,  aifter  the  experience  which  we  have  had, 
and  daring  the  experience  which  we  now  have, 
is  to  repeat  a  folly  for  which  we  have  bee'h 
three  times  punished,  and  to  exhibit  a  fatuity 
which  announces  a  doom  to  dustmction.  Up- 
on the  clearest  principles  of  reason,  of  constitu- 
tional obligation,  and  of  experience,  the  Fede- 
ral Government  is  bound  to  take  into  its  own 
bands  the  keeping  of  its  own  money.  This  is 
one  principle  of  the  bill ;  the  other  is  the  use 
of  bard  money  in  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  the  Federal  GoveMunent.  This  prin- 
dple  is  the  ally  of  the  other.  They  go  toge- 
ther, and  can  hardly  live  separately.  To  re- 
ceive the  promissory  notes  of  the  banks,  is  to 
receive  nothing  but  their  promises  to  pay  money. 
If  they  break  that  promise,  the  only  resource  is 
to  take  what  they  choose  to  give ;  that  is  to 
Bay,  more  broken  promises  to  pay  money,  or 
to  sne  them ;  and,  if  suit  is  bronght,  State  laws 
may  interpose  to  protect  tlie  bans,  and  to  com- 
pel the  Government  to  take  its  pay  in  more 
broken  promises  to  pay.  Far  better  to  take 
the  promissory  notes  of  the  citizens.  They 
would  not  refuse  payment,  as  the  banks  have 
done ;  and  if  they  did,  the  State  Legislatures 
would  not  interpose  to  shield  them. 

The  Federal  Government  ought  to  use  the 
money  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Its  duty 
to  the  constitution  requires  it  to  do  so ;  its 
duty  to  the  country  equally  requires  It.  By 
using  that  money,  two  great  advantages  woald 
always  result :  1.  The  Government  would  al- 
ways have  in  its  coffers  real  money ;  2.  The 
country  would  always  possess  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  the  precious  metals.  Certainly  the  Fed- 
eral Government  owes  great  duties  to  itself 
and  to  the  oonntry,  in  relation  to  the  currency. 
It  should  not  abdicate  those  duties,  nor  dele- 
gate them.  It  should  not  expel  specie  from 
the  country  by  abandoning  the  use  of  it.  The 
experience  of  forty  years  shows  that  a  cessation 
of  demand  for  specie,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal 
Government,  banishes  gold  and  silver  from  the 
coontry.  This  was  the  result,  both  under  the 
first  and  second  banks  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  experience  of  five  years 
shows  that  a  demand  f6r  specie  by  the  Federal 
Government  attracts  it  to  the  country ;  that  we 
have  increased  our  supply  from  twenty  to  eigh- 
ty millions  in  Ave  years,  under  that  demand ; 
and  that  a  continnation  of  the  demand  will 
continue  the  increase  until  the  coontry  is  ade- 
qnately  and  folly  supplied.  This  is  the  way  to 
regulate  the  currency.  A  hundred  and  twenty 
or  thirty  millions  in  gold  and  silver  will  regu- 


late the  banks  and  the  exchanges;  and  that 
amount  can  be  attained,  and  ought  to  be  at- 
tained, in  six  or  seven  years,  by  a  continuation 
of  General  Jackson's  policy. 

An  adequate  supply  of  specie  for  the  coun- 
try, is  one  of  the  highest  duties  of  the  Federal 
Government.  By  the  constitution,  it  is  made 
the  conservator  of  specie ;  by  abdicating  its  du- 
ties, it  had  banished  from  the  land  that  which 
it  was  bound' to  preserve.  The  States  delivered 
to  this  Government  in  1789,  an  adequate  cur- 
rency of  gold  and  silver.  The  first  revenue  law 
ever  passed  by  Congress,  enacted  that  the  rev- 
enue should  be  paid  "  in  gold  and  rilver  coin 
onlyy  Theire  was  then  no  complaint  of  scar- 
city. General  Hamilton's  order  for  evading 
that  law,  did  not  turn  upon  the  ground  of 
scarcity  of  the  precious  metals,  but  on  the  plea 
of  convenience  in  handling  bank  paper,  and 
upon  the  policy  of  increasing  the  quantity  of 
bank  circulation.  Tliere  was  no  complaint  of 
the  inadequacy  of  specie  until  the  first  Bank 
of  the  United  States  had  banished  it  from  the 
country,  as  Mr.  Madison  and  others  predicted 
that  it  would  do. 

Large  mercantile  payments  always  have  been, 
and  forever  will  be,  made  in  bits  of  paper,  rep- 
resenting masses  of  property.  He  is  a  nin- 
ny, or  believes  others  to  be  ninnies,  who  talks 
aboot  merchants  spending  their  time  in  count- 
ing piles  of  dollars,  one  by  one.  If  masses  of 
specie  are  to  be  paid,  it  is  done  in  bnlk,  in  kegs, 
or  bags,  or  by  weighing,  or  by  a  transfer  of 
credit  on  the  books  of  a  bank.  Bills  of  ex- 
change, receipts,  or  certificates,  representing 
masses  of  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  grain,  flour, 
beefj  pork,  lead,  cattle,  &c.,  make  the  great  pay- 
ments. So  far  as  large  mercantile  operations 
are  concerned,  specie  is  but  an  inferior  part  of 
the  means  of  payments.  With  the  body  of  the 
community,  it  is  difiTerent.  Specie  is,  or  should 
be,  the  main  part  of  their  payments,  and  with 
every  Government,  it  shoold  be  the  sole  in- 
strument of  payments.  As  to  banks,  it  is  in 
vain  for  them  to  expect  to  live  upon  confidence. 
Those  that  attempt  it  will  share  the  fate  of  the 
Irishman's  mare,  which  her  master  undertook 
to  make  live  upon  a  straw  a  day.  One-third  in 
specie,  for  all  its  liabilities  in  circulation  and 
deposits;  is  the  rule  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
With  less  than  that  proportion  the  bank  holds 
herself  to  be  unsafe ;  with  that  proportion  in 
hand,  she  expects  to  make  up  the  other  two- 
thirds,  if  ran  upon,  oot  of  the  debts  due  her, 
her  credit  to  borrow,  and  Government  aid  in 
exchequer  bills.  Scarcely  a  bank  in  the  United 
States  undertakes  to  come  op  to  the  Bank  of 
England  standard  of  safety.  The  Legislatnre 
of  Louisiana  is  the  only  one  that  I  have  seen 
attempting  to  establish  that  standard. 

There  is  a  concerted  attempt  at  this  time  in 
the  United  States  to  decry  specie ;  to  ridicule 
it,  to  vilify  it,  to  suppress  it,  and  to  banish  it 
Gold,  especially,  is  the  object  of  the  vilifica- 
tion of  this  party — that  gold  which  stands  first 
named  in  the  Oonstitation  of  the  United  Stotei^ 
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and  which,  from  tho  earliest  records  of  the  hn- 
man  race,  has  been  the  cliosen  money  of  the 
world.  I  do  not  envy  that  party  their  assidnous 
labors  in  the  defamation  of  the  precious  metals. 
I  do  not  fear  the  soocess  of  their  exertions.  I 
do  not  fear  even  that  they  will  ever  succeed  in 
making  themselves  turn  their  backs  upon  the 
smallest  piece  of  gold  or  silver  which  is  offered 
for  their  acceptance.  The  necessity  of  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  the  precious  met^  is  known 
and  felt  by  the  whole  human  race.  It  is  the 
only  money  which  it  is  safe  for  the  body  of  the 
people  to  handle.  It  is  the  main  basis  for  the 
operations  of  a  bank ;  and  it  is  the  only  stand- 
ard or  measure  of  values.  One  of  the  highest 
functions  of  money  is  to  measure  values.  That 
is  a  function  which  paper  cannot  perform.  The 
measure  of  values  must  itself  possess  intrinsic 
value,  an4  must  itself  be  free  from  sudden  or 
material  variations  of  value.  It  must  have  a  uni- 
form and  a  universal  value.  As  well  might 
you  attempt  to  moke  a  measure  of  lengths  out 
of  that  which  has  no  length,  a  measure  of 
weights  out  of  tliat  which  has  no  weight,  a 
measure  of  quantities  ont  of  that  which  has  no 
capacity  to  bold  any  quantity,  as  to  endeavor 
to  make  a  measure  of  values  out  of  that  which 
has  no  intrinsic  value.  The  precious  metals 
alone  can  constitute  a  measure  of  values ;  pa- 
per money  can  measure  the  value  of  nothing, 
not  even  of  itself;  its  own  value  is  eternally 
measured  by  its  relation — by  its  convertibility 
— into  specie.  Its  want  of  intrinsic  value,  its 
liability  to  be  made  in  any  quantity,  or  to  be 
diminished  in  any  quantity,  and  its  liability  to 
total  destruction,  entirely  disqualifies  it  for  the 
high  function  of  a  measure  of  values. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
vested  Congress  with  authority  to  prescribe  a 
uniform  standard  of  weights  and  measures  for 
the  whole  Union.  Congress  has  not  exercised 
that  power;  but  the  common  feeling  of  the 
people  has  supplied  the  defect  of  Federal  legis- 
lation. In  all  parts  of  the  Union,  they  use  the 
same  weights  and  measures.  A  pound  is  a 
pound,  a  bushel  is  a  bushel,  a  yard  is  a  yard, 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
The  constitution  has  also  vested  Congress  with 
authority  to  regulate  the  value — not  of  eurren- 
ey,  for  Utere  is  no  such  word  in  the  constitu- 
tion, nor  tmy  word  which  can  be  made  to  in- 
clude paper  eurreney — ^but  to  regulate  the  value 
of  tlie  coin  of  our  own  mint,  and  also  of  foreign 
coin.  This  power  for  forty-five  years,  that  is 
to  say,  from  1789  to  1834,  was  so  erroneously 
exercised  as  to  undervalue  gold  six  and  two- 
thirds  per  cent.  The  consequence  was  the  to- 
tal exclusion  of  gold  from  our  circulation.  In 
1884  this  error  was, corrected;  and  the  conse- 
quence is,  that  gold  is  in  tlie  full  process  of 
restoration  to  its  constitutional  place  in  our 
currency.  With  respect  to  foreign  coins,  in- 
stead of  making  them  current,  as  the  constitu- 
tion intended,  they  were  nearly  all  excluded 
firom  circulation  by  the  act  of  1819.  This  false 
le^slation  was  also  corrected  in  1884 ;  and  for- 


eign coins  now  enter  lai^y  into  onr  circala. 
tion.  The  year  1884 — the  second  year  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson's  second  Preddential  term— wiH 
be  an  era,  a  proud  and  glorious  era,  in  the 
history  of  our  constitutionid  currency.  It  Til 
be  the  era  of  the  reformation  of  the  nwtaDie 
currency.  The  year  1886,  the  last  yetr  of 
General  Jackson's  second  term,  will  be  aootha 
glorious  epoch  in  onr  financial  histoiy.  It  wai 
in  that  year  that  the  promissory  notes  of  t 
corporation  ceased  to  be  a  lawful  tender  to  the 
United  States  in  discharge  of  all  taxes,  debt^ 
and  duties  due  to  her.  The  year  1886  ia  tk 
epoch  of  this  deliverance  of  the  Federal  Treat- 
nry  from  the  dominion  of  a  corporation ;  but 
the  year  1832  divides  the  honor  with  it;  ftrii 
that  year  was  the  blow  struck-^fhe  heroic  nt» 
applied — which  effected  the  deliverance.  Three 
noble  acts  have  been  performed ;  but  a  fourth 
remains  to  be  achieved  to  oonsmnmate  the  (h- 
ties  of  the  Federal  Government  in  relation  ta) 
the  currency.  Th#  error  of  Mr.  Madison's  ti- 
ministration,  at  the  expiration  of  the  existeoee 
of  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States,  most  not 
be  repeated.  The  notes  of  the  local  benb 
must  not  be  made  a  national  currency  I  Hut 
error  mined  the  country  in  1814  and  in  1811, 
and  the  repetition  of  it  again  ruined  it  in  16S7. 
Three  times,  in  twenty-five  years,  htt  that 
error  deprived  the  Treasury  of  its  reTenne!^ 
the  country  of  a  measure  of  values,  and  reader 
ed  nugatory  the  uniformity  of  weights  and 
measures,  in  which  the  whole  Union  had  agreei 
The  effect  upon  the  community  has  been  the 
same  as  if  every  seller  had  possessed  the  priv- 
ilege, and  had  exercised  it,  of  altering  b!< 
weights  and  measures  at  his  pleasure ;  len^ 
ening  or  shortening  his  yardstick;  enlarging 
or  reducing  his  bushel ;  diminishing  or  increas- 
ing his  pound- weight  with  every  sale,  and  pre- 
cisely as  it  suited  his  own  interests  in  eveiy 
instimce.  This  is  an  enormous  and  a  crying 
evil,  the  parent  of  unnumbered  impontioos  up- 
on the  whole  community ;  and  especisll;  npeo 
the  weaker  p«ri^  In  paying  donWe  for  the 
necessaries  of  life,  the  effect  has  been  preciael; 
the  same  as  if  the  purchaser  had  reouved  M 
half  a  pound,  half  a  yeu^  and  half  a  boshM, 
when  he  paid  for  a  full  pound,  a  full  yard,  and 
a  full  bushel.  But,  sir,  I  drop  this  disqniaiti* 
The  pursuit  of  it  would  carry  me  too  fer,  at  the 
present  moment,  into  the  workings  of  the  per 
per  system.  I  drop  it  with  remarking,  thit 
the  arbitrary  debasement  of  the  current  com, 
formerly  practised  by  some  European  King^ 
and  latterly  by  some  Turkish  Sultans,  ^as  b- 
nocent  and  liMmless,  compared  to  tho  miseU" 
done  in  onr  own  country  by  the  loss  of  anjeas- 
ure  of  values,  and  the  consequent,  or  eqniv»W''i 
destruction  of  all  the  measures  of  l"?*^^ 
The  thoughtless  and  inconsiderate  man,  m^^ 
with  no  legislative  character,  may  ttj,^ 
p(^>er  money  is  lighter  than  gold  and  ^'^ 
that  paper  will  buy  any  thing  th«t  gold  »f 
silver  wiU  buy ;  tiiat  he  does  not  care  »hat  W 
money  is  made  o^  provided  it  will  p*7  '"' 
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debts.  The  unreflecting  man  may  talk  in  this 
way ;  bat  the  statesman  must  look  at  money 
in  its  exalted  character  of  a  measure  of  valaes ; 
and  if  that  measure  is  lost  or  destroyed  by  his 
management,  he  commits  a  great  error,  and  in- 
flicts a  great  injury  upon  the  entire  commnni- 
ty.  We  have  lost  that  measure.  The  Federal 
Govemraent  has  occasioned  its  loss.  The  use 
of  paper  at  the  Federal  Treasury  has  banished 
coin — ^has  set  an  example  which  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  all  the  States,  and  by  every  indi- 
Tidoal — until  paper  has  banished  coin,  and  made 
itself  a  forced  tender  in  every  payment.  Paper 
money  is  now  the  actual  currency  of  the  land. 
It  is  the  medium  of  all  payments ;  and,  being 
uo  measure  of  values,  there  is  no  stability  of 
prices.  Every  thing  fluctuates.  Trade  is  sub- 
jected to  the  hazards  of  gambling.  The  rem- 
edy for  this  evil — the  means  for  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  measure  of  values — is  for  the 
Federal  Government  to  use  the  true  measure 
itself.  In  supplying  itself  with  the  true  meas- 
ure, it  will  cause  the  whole  country  to  be  snp- 
plied.  No  nation  can  saturate  itself  with  gold 
and  silver  more  easily  than  ibo  United  States. 
The  hundred  millions  of  exportable  products^ 
annually  sent  abroad — to  say  nothing  of  domes- 
tic mines  and  the  supplies  brought  in  by  emi- 
grants— will  bring  bock  an  annual  supply  of  13 
or  15  millions.  We  have  but  to  invite  its 
presence,  by  creating  a  demand  for  it,  and  8  or 
10  millions  of  this  amount  will  annually  remain 
with  ns  until  the  national  supply  is  full  and 
complete. 

HOUSE  OP  REPEESENTATIVES 

Thitbsdat,  March  16. 

Death  0/ the  Eon.  Timothy  Jartis  Carter. 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  addressed  the  Chair : 
Mr.  Spbakeb:  These  badges  of  mourning 
which  we  stiU  wear,  denote  that  Death  has 
lately  been  in  the  midst  of  us.  Again  his  ar- 
row has  flown ;  and  again  has  the  fatal  shaft 
been  sent,  with  unerring  aim,  into  a  small,  and 
already  broken,  rank.  It  is  my  melancholy 
office  to  announce  that,  since  the  last  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  Tuiotht 
Jaktis  Oabteb,  then  one  of  its  members,  from 
the  State  of  Maine,  has  surrendered  up  to  the 
Being  who  gave  it  a  life  noon  which  many 
anxious  hopes  depended,  ana  for  whose  pres- 
ervation many  an  ardent  prayer  had  gone  up 
to  the  Father  of  all  spirits.  He  died  last  even- 
ing, at  ten  o'clock,  at  his  lodgings  in  this  city, 
after  a  sickness  of  not  very  protracted  duration, 
bat  of  great  and  excruoiatmg  intensity  of  suf- 
fering and  agony.  The  ways  of  a  righteous 
Providence  are  inscrutable,  and  while  we  bow 
in  snbmission,  we  are  yet  oppressed  with  deep 
and  solemn  awe. 

Our  deceased  friend  and  colleague  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  State  and  the  district  which,  so  late- 
ly, he  represented  in  this  branch  of  Congress ; 
and  he,  therefore,  bron^t  with  him  the  confi- 


dence, largely  bestowed,  of  those  who  had 
known  him  from  his  earliest  years.  Well  did  b« 
deserve  it.  His  character  for  probity,  integrity, 
uprightness,  morality,  was  free  from  spot  or 
blemish.  His  principles  were  well  founded.- 
Loving  the  country  of  his  birth,  and  its  insti-' 
tntions,  with  all  his  heart,  he  pursued  with 
fidelity  such  measures  as  his  judgment  deemed 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
one  and  the  durability  of  the  other.  He  was 
a  lawyer  by  profession — faithftil,  just,  discrimi- 
nating, attentive,  humane,  in  its  practice. 

Of  manners  mild,  courteous,  afiablo ;  and  a 
temper  kind,  conciliating,  patient,  he  won  re- 
spect and  attachment,  even  from  those  who 
differed  with  him  in  matters  of  opinion ;  and 

Erobably  there  lives  not  a  human  being  who 
as  a  single  resentment,  or  one  unkind  recollec- 
tion, to  bury  in  his  grave.  He  has  gone,  in  the 
strength  of  his  manhood,  and  the  maturity  of 
his  intellect,  the  road  that  all  must  once  pass : 

*— calcanda,  Mm«l,  Tit  lethL" 

The  ties  that  bound  him  to  life  are  severed 
forever,  as  all  human  ties  must  be  severed. 

'Unqnonda  teHna,  et  domns,  et  tmans 
Uxor;  n«qne  baram,  qnu  colla,  •rbomm 
Te,  prcter  Invln*  cupreaso* 
Vlu,  brarem  domlniun  aaqugter." 

Although,  when  his  eyes  opened  for  the  lost 
time  upon  the  earth  and  the  sky,  they  fell  not 
upon  nis  own  native  hills;  though  the  sod 
which  shall  cover  him  will  not  freshen  in  the 
same  infiuences  which  clothe  them  in  verdure 
and  beauty ;  though  he  died  far  from  his  home, 
the  companions  and  the  brothers  of  his  child- 
hood were  with  him — the  sharer  of  his  ioys, 
the  solace  of  his  griefs,  stood  by  him ;  and  the 
hand  which  could  best  do  it  assuaged  the  bitter 
pains  of  parting  life.  The  last  earthly  sounds 
which  feU  upon  his  ear  were  tones  of  sympathy, 
and  kindness,  and  afiection,  and  support — tones 
which  ceased  not,  even  when  they  vainly  strove 
to  pierce  the  cold  and  leaden  ear  of  death. 
Tears  shall  flow  copiously,  and  deep  sighs  be 
heaved  over  his  lifeless  form ;  tears  not  more 
scalding,  sighs  not  deeper  drawn,  because  not 
minglea  with  any  bitter  recollections — any 
unavailing  regrets. 

If  human  means  could  have  availed — ^if 
devoted  fraternal  sympathy  and  care— if 
constant,  abiding,  self-sacrificing  affection, 
triumphing  over  exhausted  nature,  and  bear- 
ing up  a  feeble  frame,  unconscious  of  weari- 
ness, through  long  and  painful  vigils,  could  have 
saved  his  life,  he  would  long  have  been  spared 
to  the  fHends  who  now  deplore  his  death,  and 
to  the  State  and  to  the  country  which  he  served. 
To  that  stricken  bosom  we  proffer — alas  I  how 
little  will  it  avail  I^ur  sincere  sympathy  and 
condolence.  He  has  gone  from  this  place  of 
eartiUy  honors  and  human  distinctions,  to  a 
seat  in  that  "house  which  is  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  Heavens." 

As  a  token  of  our  respect  for  his  many  vir- 
tnea,  and  of  onr  respect  for  his  memory,  I  move 
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the  adoption  of  the  reeolntiong  which  I  now 
BDbmit : 

RetoltecL,  That  the  members  of  thia  Honse  will 
attend  the  fiineral  of  Tihotbt  J.  C^Bnts,  deceased, 
late  a  member  of  tluB  House  from  the  State  of  Maine, 
at  13  o'clodc  on  Satorday. 

Retolmd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  Timotbt  J. 
Cabtir,  deceased. 

Buolved,  That  the  members  and  offioen  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
TiMOTHT  J.  Caster,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolutions  were  nnanimoasly  agreed  to ; 
and  then  the  Honse  adjourned  till  Saturday. 


IX  SENATK. 

TnuBSDAT,  March  16. 
Death  of  the  Eon.  T.  J.  Carter. 

Hr.  RuGOLEs  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Pbesidext:  The  message  from  the 
Hoose  of  Representatives,  just  read,  communi- 
cating the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  TmoTirr  J.  Oabteb,  a  Representa- 
tive from  the  State  of  Maine,  imposes  on  me 
the  duty,  which  I  cannot  perform  without  the 
deepest  emotion,  of  moving  the  customary  res> 
olutions  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased. He  died  last  evening  at  the  hour  of 
ten,  at  his  lodgings  in  this  city,  after  much 
severe  but  patient  sufifering — at  peace  with  all, 
at  variance  with  none. 

I  know  that  occasions  of  this  kind  have  usu- 
ally been  improved  to  pronounce  eulogies  on 
the  characters  of  deceased  members ;  but  the 
painful  emotions  which  have  been  awakened 
by  the  last  sad  adieu  of  an  esteemed  friend  and 
colleague,  but  poorly  qualifies  me  to  speak  at 
this  time,  and  m  this  place,  of  his  manly  vir- 
tues, his  purity  of  heart,  the  engaging  mildness 
of  his  dbposition,  the  unusual  excellence  of  tlie 
character  he  maintained  in  all  his  domestic  and 
social  relations.  It  is  but  to  say,  what  all  who 
knew  him  as  I  have  known  him  would  say, 
that  his  whole  life  afforded  constant  exemplifi- 
cation of  the'  strictest  moral  rectitude,  in  the 
upright,  faithful,  conscientious  performance  of 
every  duty  connected  with  his  station  in  soci- 
ety. 

Tliongh  yet  scarcely  past  the  morning  of  life, 
he  had  received  many  gratifying  proofs  of  the 
estimation  in  which  his  talents  and  probity 
were  held  by  the  people  and  the  cooncils  of  hu 
State. 

As  a  representative,  he  has  been  devotedly 
faithful  to  nis  trust,  and  fully  justified  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  his  virtue  and  patriotism. 
He  sought  not  high  political  distinction.  He 
was  unambitious  of  renown,  but  guided  his 
footsteps  by  that  calm  and  steady  light  which 
shines  all  tdong  the  pathway  of  duty  and  use- 
fulness. 

Be  inherited  his  virtae  from  a  highly  respect- 


able parentage,  and  has  left  a  wide  circle  of 
attached  relatives  and  friends  to  moam  his 
exit ;  three  of  whom,  under  the  ready  impulses 
of  fraternal  affection,  obeyed  the  earliest  sum- 
mons to  his  sick  bed.  Alas  I  it  was  bat  to  wit- 
ness, with  poignant  grie^  the  closing  scene  in 
the  brief  drama  of  human  existence. 

He  was  a  husband  and  a  father;  but  how 
can  I  presume  here  to  speak  of  the  agonized 
feelings  of  her,  who,  wnilst  she  canght  his 
latest  sigh,  felt  that,  as  in  life,  so  almost  in 
death,  his  destinies  were  her  own  I 

'With  the  deceased,  life's  fleeting  shadow  hat 
passed  by,  and  eternity  has  opened  its  broad 
portals.  Nothing  now  remains  but  the  tean 
of  relatives,  the  regrets  and  sympathies  of 
friends,  and  the  moral  influence  of  his  examde 
for  all. 

The  usual  resolutions  were  then  adopted,  thit 
the  Senate  would  attend  the  funeral  of  the  Ute 
Mr.  Oabteb,  and  go  into  mourning,  by  wearing 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  Senate  acyoumed  over  to  Saturday  next 


HOUSE  OF  REPEESEirrATIVEa 

Satcsdat,  March  1?. 

General  Gboroe  M.  Eboc,  a  member  elected 
fivm  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
MuBLENSKBo,  took  his  seat. 


TS  SBITATE. 

Wkdxksdat,  March  21. 

Indeptndent  Treatury. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

Independent  Treasury  bill,  when  Mr.  South- 

ABD  resumed  his  argument,  in  opposition  to  the 

bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Rins's 
amendment : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  CH»- 
tenden,  Davis,  Enigfat,  McKean,  Merridc,  Nkboha, 
Prentiss,  Rives,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Smith  of  Indim, 
Boutfaord,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Ttptoo,  W«b- 
Bter,  and  White— 20. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchaaia, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Gnoi- 
dy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Xonil, 
Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Roane,  Bobin»>n,  Sericr, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter,  'Wjlk*, 
Wafl,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 29. 

Mr.  Prestojt,  after  the  result  of  the  vote  wts 
announced,  came  into  the  Senate  Chamber,  and 
asked  permission  to  record  his  vote  in  favor  tt 
the  substitute. 

The  VicB  Pbbsidbst  siud,  if  there  was  no 
objection  made,  he  would  direct  the  Secretiiy 
to  record  the  name. 

Mr.  Bkntoh  objected.  He  had  been  thefe 
eighteen  years,  and  had  uniformly  oppoaed 
every  motion  of  that  kind.  He  thought  it  «► 
tablished  a  bad  precedent  to  permit  Senaton 
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to  record  their  names  after  the  vote  had  been 
taken,  and  the  resalt  made  known. 

Mr.  Gbusdy  wished  the  Senator  would  forego 
his  objections,  and  instanced  a  case  daring  the 
present  aes-sion,  where  he  had  his  name  recorded 
by  one  of  the  reporters  as  voting  against  a 
measure,  when,  in  fact,  he  had  not  voted  at  all. 
On  tlie  next  morning  he  stated  the  matter  to 
the  Senate,  and  askM  permission  to  have  his 
name  recorded  in  the  afBrmotivej  which  was 
granted. 

Mr.  Kixo  was  desirous  that  courtesjr  should 
bo  extended  to  the  Senator,  and  that  he  be  per- 
mitted to  record  his  vote ;  and  the  course  was 
the  less  objectionable,  as  the  result  could  not 
bo  varied  by  granting  the  permission. 

Mr.  Beston  was  infieiible;  he  had  (as  he 
before  observed)  for  the  last  eighteen  years, 
pursued  the  same  policy,  and  conld  not  consent 
to  yield  the  point  now.  He  would  so  far  yield, 
however,  as  to  move  to  reconsider  the  vote,  by 
which  means  the  same  object  could  be  more 
safely  attained. 

On  Mr.  Bbnton's  motion,  the  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  on  Mr.  BrvBs's  amendment  was 
ordered ;  and  the  question  was  again  taken  on 
\Tr.  RivBs's  substitute,  and  it  was  rejected — 

Ykab.— Messn.  Bayirf,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Ocittenden,  Davis,  Koigbt,  McKeon,  Merrick,  Nich- 
olas, Prentiaa,  Rives,  Robbina,  Ruggles,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Webrter,  and  White— 22. 

Kats. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cnthbert,  Fulton,  Grun- 
dy, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Uorria, 
MoHton,  Nilea,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter, 
Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young.— SO. 


HOITBZ  OP  REPREBKKTATTVKS. 

TcMDAT,  March  27. 
The  Independent  Treamiry. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  oct  to 
impose  additional  duties  as  depositaries  upon 
certain  pnblio  officers,  to  appoint  receivers 
general  of  public  money,  and  to  regulate  the 
safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the 
■public  moneys  of  the  United  States,"  having 
been  read  twice  by  its  title — 

Mr.  Cambbbleso  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Ck>mmittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  debate  took  place  on  this  motion,  in  the 
course  of  which  Mr.  Patton  iSioved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table. 

The  vote  resulted  in— yeas  106,  nays  98,  (88 
members  being  absent,  the  House,  with  the 
Speaker,  consisting  of  242,)  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoun,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs, 
dark,  Conrin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Dcberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Kchard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  James  Garland, 
KceUarland,  Goode,  James  Graham,  William  Gra- 


ham, Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  Hall,  Halstaed,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastbigs,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffinan, 
Hopkins,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  Cost  Johnson,  Kilgoie, 
Lawler,  Lincoln,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Munrin,  S.  Mason, 
Maary,  May,  Maxwell,  McKcnnan,  Menefee,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  Mitchell,  Matthias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris, 
Naylor,  Noyes,  O^e,  Patterson,  Patton,  Peck,  PhUUpa, 
Pope,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rldgway,  Russell, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charie* 
Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Steuart,  Stone,  Strstton,  Taliaferro,  Thomp- 
son, Tillingfaast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Albert  S. 
White,  John  White,  Elisha  WhiUlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williims,  Christopher  U.  Williama, 
Wise,  and  Yorke— 106. 

Kats. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Bruyn,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  John  Camp- 
bell, Casey,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Oolea,  Connor, 
Craig,  Caaj,  Cusbman,  Dawson,  DeGralT,  Drom- 
Koole,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster, 
Gallnp,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  GriflBn,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Howard,  Hublcy,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Na^aniel  Jones,  Geo.  N.  Kelm,  Kemble,  Legare, 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McCleUan,  Mo- 
Clure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Murray,  Palmer,  Parker,  Paynter,  Penny- 
backer,  Phelps,  Ilckens,  Plomer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Pren- 
tiss, Bbett,  Richardson,  Bives,  Robertson,  Sbeffer, 
Tonoey,  Tumey,  Vul,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Titus,  Vanderveer,  Waeener,  Webster, 
Thomas  T.  WhiUlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Wor- 
thington,  and  YeU— 98. 

So  the  Senate  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Monday,  April  2. 

Deeeate  of  the  Eon.  Itaae  MeKim. 

Mr.  HowAKD  addressed  the  Honse  as  follows : 
Mr.  Spbakkb  :  I  rise  to  perform  a  duty,  the 
painful  extent  of  which  I  did  not  fully  appre- 
ciate until  the  present  moment.  It  is  from  the 
effort  required  to  control  the  feelings  which  are 
struggling  for  the  mastery,  that  I  am  made 
sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  the  task.  Sfr,  my 
friend  and  colleague,  who  liglttened  the  toils 
and  shared  the  responsibilities  of  our  joint  repre- 
sentation, is  no  more.  After  a  brief  but  severe 
Ulnesa,  Isaac  MoKim  expired  yesterday  morn- 
ing, meeting  his  fate  with  exemplary  resigna- 
tion and  composure.  Oonscions  of  his  ap- 
proaching end  for  many  dajrs  previous  to  its 
occurrence,  he  looked  steadily  at  death  as  he 
drew  near,  step  by  step,  with  that  unflinching 
courage  which  a  quiet  conscience  only  can  give. 
Feeling  and  knowing,  as  I  now  feel  and  know, 
that  he  had  tried  to  do  his  duty,  be  looked 
forward  without  alarm,  because  he  looked 
backward  without  self-reproach.  His  course 
through  life  had  been  the  same  as  his  conduct 
in  this  House,  where,  I  am  sure,  he  has  not  left 
an  unkind  feeling  in  the  breast  of  a  single 
member.  Engaged  in  the  active  pursuits  of 
oommerce  from  an  unusually  early  period  of 
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life,  he  was  one,  and  perhaps  the  last,  of  that 
enterorisiDg  class  of  merchants,  whose  hazard- 
ous, but  successful  industry,  some  thirty  years 
ago,  built  up,  at  the  same  time,  their  own  for- 
tunes and  the  prosperity  of  the  city  which  we 
partly  represented  upon  this  floor ;  but  the 
liberality  with  which  he  dispensed  his  mins 
around  him,  was  ecjual  to  the  sagacity  which 
he  manifested  in  their  acquisition.  Two  public 
schools,  one  founded  by  his  father  and  the  other 
by  himself,  have  long  made  his  name  blessed 
by  the  destitute  widow,  to  whose  children  the 
rich  gift  of  education  was  thus  benevolently 
and  wisely  imparted.  The  two  hundred  orphan 
boys  who  have  habitually  attended  the  sdiool. 
of  Isaac  HoEim,  may  perhaps  be  unconscious 
of  the  loss  which  they  have  sustained,  but  the 
tears  of  their  widowed  mothers,  shed  m  secret 
sorrow,  will  attest  their  mingled  gratitude  and 
regret.  Sir.  to  rescue  from  the  temptations  and 
dangers  of  idleness  and  ignorance,  any  portion 
of  the  youth  of  our  country,  is  to  effect  a  work 
in  which  patriotism  and  phUanthropy  eminently 
unite.  But  it  was  not  in  this  instance  alone 
that  the  kindheartodncss  of  my  deceased  friend 
was  manifested.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  a  single 
individual  in  our  extensive  population  whose 
loss  will  bo  more  felt  or  deplored.  He  has 
passed  through  life  with  such  an  unstained 
character,  that  all  men  of  integrity  knew  him 
to  be  their  proper  associate.  Mild  and  cour- 
teous in  his  aeportment  towards  others,  he  fol- 
lowed, 08  a  guide  in  his  own  conduct,  that  sin- 
cerity and  honesty  of  purpose,  upon  which  his 
friends  never  counted  m  vain. 

Next  to  his  family,  Mr.  Speaker,  his  loss  &]ls 
most  heavily  upon  myself.  Elected  by  the  same 
constituency,  we  have  been,  for  some  years,  in 
the  habit  of  the  most  unreserved  communica- 
tion with  each  other  n]>on  every  topic  relating 
to  our  public  duties,  and  upon  his  strong  saga- 
city I  have  been  accustomed  greatly  to  rely. 
His  untiring  attention  to  business  has  long  been 
conspicuous  in  this  House.  No  care,  no  time, 
no  labor  seemed  to  him  too  great  to  be  devotea 
to  the  public  service.  In  this  House,  amongst 
bis  constituents,  in  his  State,  and  by  his  coun- 
try, his  absence  will  be  felt.  It  only  remains 
for  us  to  pay  such  respect  to  his  memory  as  is 
due  to  it,  and,  for  that  purpose,  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Jietolved  tmantmoic({y.  That  the  members  and 
officers  of  this  House  will  attend  the  Ameral  of 
Is^o  McKiM,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this 
House,  trom  the  State  of  Maryland,  at  U  o'clodc  to- 
morrow. 

Rttotttd  «nantmoiM/y,  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for  superintending  the  fimeral 
of  Isaac  UcKim,  deceased. 

Rttolved  unaittmoiu/y,  That  the  monbers  and  offi- 
cers of  this  House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the 
memory  of  Isaac  UoKm,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

Ruolvtd  umanimmuty.  That  when  the  House  ad- 
Joom  to^y,  it  will  acyoum  to  meet  agahi  on  Wed- 
nesday next 


The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 
The  House  then  acyonnied. 


ET  SKITATE. 

Monday,  April  2. 
Death  of  the  Hon.  Itaae  MeKitt. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  announcing  the  death  of  tlie 
Hon.  IsAAO  HoKm,  a  member  of  that  Ho« 
from  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  his  A- 
neral  would  take  place  from  their  hall  it  II 
o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gbcitdt  addressed  the  Senate  : 

Mr.  Pbksident  :  In  the  absence  c^  both  tk 
Senators  from  Maryland,  I  have  been  requested 
by  the  delegation  in  the  other  House  tnm  tint 
State  to  move  a  concurrence  with  the  nsoht 
tions  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  in  tKuxr 
of  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 

A  few  days  since  he  was  amongst  us,  in  aD 
the  vigor  of  health.  Within  a  few  hours  oiilj' 
before  his  death,  he  was  actually  enpged  in 
the  faithflil  discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  is- 
signed  him  by  his  country.  He  is  novgoDt; 
and  those  who  esteemed  him  and  loved  him, 
will  see  him  no  more. 

Mr.  McKdi  was  emphatically  the  authored 
his  own  fortunes.  He  commenced  life  in  nij 
moderate  circumstances,  without  the  ptitroup 
of  influential  friends.  His  industry  and  eneigy, 
under  the  guidance  of  a  clear  and  discrininit- 
ing  intellect,  enabled  him  to  amass  a  fbrtimei 
not  only  ample,  but  magnificent. 

He  not  only  knew  how  to  acquire  propertj, 
but  he  knew  how  to  use  it.  The  aceoniDb- 
tion  of  wealth  in  him  did  not  beget  tbepassw 
of  avarice.  Go  to  the  city  of  his  readew 
and  the  inhabitants  can  point  out  innumenlile 
instances  of  his  noble  charities,  and  monnmenti 
of  his  munificence  and  liberality. 

He  had  reached  a  good  old  age.  He  hid  beet 
honored  by  his  fellow-citirens  with  a  seat  ii 
the  Senate  of  his  State,  and  he  had  often  !«• 
elected  to  fill  the  station  he  lately  oecipci 
We,  his  associates,  knew  that,  although  be  i» 
tmassuming  and  unpretending,  he  brooghtWj 
our  councils  a  stock  of  useful  and  prieW 
knowledge  possessed  by  few  men. 

The  reflection  that  he  lived  worflifly,  w 
died  probably  without  a  single  enemy,  ™ 
comfort,  and  in  some  degree  aHeviatethes*- 
rows,  of  her  who  was  the  partner  of  his  boew 
and  sharer  of  his  joys  and  griefs,  and  these  i* 
atives  and  friends  who  now  deplore  his  )<» 

Mr.  Gbundt  then  submitted  the  followfej 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  unonimoodT: 

Rttolved  unanimoutlg.  That  the  Senate  *il  ■'' 
tend  the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  IsiiC  McKw,  I* » 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  a*!' 
land,  at  11  o'clock  to-morrow,  and,  as  a  tatiinooj 
of  respect  for  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into  raw* 
ing,  hj  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  tJiiri7*7* 
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Trvbsdat,  April  6. 

AnU-Dudlinff  BUI 
The  Senate  reemned  the  consideration  of  the 
bin  to  prohibit  the  giving  or  accepting  a  chal- 
lenge, &C. 

Fkidat,  April  6. 
Dwlling  in  tJie  Diitriet  of  Columbia, 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  ccMisideration  of  the 
bm  to  prohibit  the  girinx  or  aooepting  a  chal- 
lenge to  fight  a  dael  in  iho  District  of  Colnm- 
Ua,  and  for  the  pnnishment  thereof!  The 
question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Oiay- 
TOTf  to  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Jndiciary,  pnnishing  the  offence  bj  fine  not 
exceeding  $2,000,  and  by  imprisonment  in  the 
common  jail  for  a  term  not  less  than  two  years. 

ICr.  Lanx  obserred,  that  when  he  yesterday 
proposed  passing  the  bill  over,  it  was  that  he 
miglit  have  an  opportonity  of  consnlting  with 
the  gentleman  who  introdaced  the  bill,  and  the 
Senator  from  Delaware,  who  offered  the  amend- 
ment, as  to  the  propriety  of  introdncing  some 
provisions  which  wonld  enable  the  prosecator 
nnder  this  act  to  obtain  witnesses.  He  was  of 
(q>inion  that  no  pnnishment  ahonld  be  inflicted 
on  the  seconds  and  surgeons,  and  by  this  means 
witnesses  might  be  procnrea.  What  would  be 
considered  as  a  challenge  wonld  be  a  question 
for  the  jnry  to  settle,  as  it  would  be  impossible 
to  define  it  in  the  act.  Gentlemen  who  intend- 
ed to  fi^t  might  evade  the  law  in  the  easiest 
way  in  the  world.  They  might  send  an  invita- 
tion to  take  tea  at  some  ^ven  spot,  or  make  an 
appointment  for  any  trivial  and  fictitious  pnr- 
pose,  taking  care  that  the  true  one  sbonld  be 
miderstood.  He  thought  it  would  be  the  most 
difiScnlt  thing  in  the  world  to  get  testimony. 

Jir.  Clatton  said  they  could  get  rid  of  the 
difSenlty  by  providing  that  the  seconds,  or  any 
other  persons  aiding  or  assisting  in  the  chal- 
lenge, shall  be  competent  witnesses,  ex^pting 
them  in  such  case  from  pnnishment. 

Mr.  HcBBABD  expressed  the  hope  that  they 
wonld  at  once  proceed  to  take  the  question  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  fi^)m  Delaware. 
If  he  understood  the  amendment,  it  was  to 
make  the  offence  punishable  by  fine  and  im- 
imaonment  in  the  common  Jail,  which  he  op- 
posed at  some  length,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
too  lenient,  and  behind  the  legislation  of  all  the 
States  who  had  noticed  the  subject  at  all.  The 
State  of  Delaware,  he  said,  from  which  the 
gentleman  who  proposed  this  amendment  came, 
and  all  the  New  England  States,  together  with 
several  others,  had  made  this  offence  felony, 
and  punished  it  by  imprisonment  in  the  peni- 
teatiarj. 

JIt.  Lran  drew  hb  conclusions  direoUy  differ- 
ent trata  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire.  If 
the  gentleman  wonld  show  him  a  case  in  any 
of  the  States  where  a  man  oonoemed  in  a  duel 
had  been  prraonnoed  a  murderer,  or  aent  to  the 
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penitentiary,  then  his  remarks  wonld  ttpvij. 
As  he  remarked  the  other  day,  he  wanted  to 
see  a  law  passed  that  would  produce  some  prao* 
tical  effects,  not  such'  a  law  that  a  Jnry  could 
not  be  found  to  carry  into  execution.  He  had 
seen  the  effects  of  such  laws  in  his  own  State. 
There  the  punishment  for  fighting  a  duel,  where 
d^rtb  ensued,  was  death,  and  yet  men  fought 
duels  as  if  no  law  existed  at  all.  But  they  had 
now  a  law  in  his  State  which  was  more  effectual 
for  the  prevention  of  duelling  than  any  law 
that  had  ever  been  passed.  In  cases  as  assanlt, 
all  abusive  words  and  defamatory  language 
went  to  the  Jury  in  mitigation  of  the  offence — 

Mr.  Button.    As  a  justification. 

Mr.  Linn.  Tes,  sir,  as  a  justification ;  and  if 
that  abusive  member,  the  tongue,  was  permit- 
ted to  have  too  free  a  license,  the  same  license 
was  permitted  to  the  inured  individual  to  re- 
dress his  grievance.  He  thought  if  the  same 
law  was  applied  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  there  wonld  be  a  little  more  decorum 
than  he  had  sometimes  witnessed. 

Mr.  HcBBARD  thought  their  legislation  should 
be  governed  by  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of 
the  measure,  leaving  the  execution  of  the  laws 
to  those  who  had  them  in  charge. 

Mr.  SiOTH,  of  Indiana,  concurred  entirely 
with  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  (Mr.  Grundy)  in  the  impfopriety  of 
dragging  into  the  debat«  the  recent  unfortunate 
affair  between  members  of  the  other  branch  of 
Congress ;  and  he  regretted  that  a  single  Senv 
tor  had  thonght  proper  to  recur  in  debate  to 
that  lamentable  conflict.  If  you  examine  par- 
ticular cases,  this  debate  cannot  be  confined  to 
the  recent  one :  it  will  extend  to  many  other 
similar  ones  that  have  occurred  at  different 
periods  of  onr  national  existence.  The  time  of 
the  Senate  will  be  occupied  in  worse  than  a 
mere  unprofitable  debate. 

The  recent  unfortunate  affair,  ho  regretted  to 
see,  had  been  seized  upon  to  feed  the  fiames  of 
party.  It  had  been  placed  on  party  grounds, 
as  if  one  party  were  duellists,  and  the  other 
not.  This  was  an  unjust  and  unwise  ground 
on  which  to  place  that  or  any  other  similar  oc- 
currence. On  this  subject  there  were  two  par- 
ties, but  they  were  not  the  political  parties 
that  divide  the  people  of  this  nation.  He  was. 
bound,  in  truth,  to  admit  the  fact,  howevw 
much  he  might  feel  disposed  to  throw  the* 
mantle  of  oblivion  over  tbat  part  of  the  past 
history  of  the  country,  that  neither  ot  the 
great  political  parties  can  say,  we  are  aU  ex- 
empt m>m  all  participation  in  that  mode  of  de- 
ciding personu  difSculties,  and  yet  aU  parties 
speaking  were  opposed  to  this  barbarous  en»> 
torn. 

The  Senate  had  been  told  that  it  was-nseless 
to  legislate;  that  public  opinion  wonld  not 
carry  out  their  enactments ;  uiat  thelAw  wonld 
remain  a  dead  letter  on  the  statute- books  ;'that 
the  freedom  of  debate  would  degenerate- into 
licentious  personal  abuse ;  that  it  was  neoeoeary 
to  hold  •»  ttrrortm  over  member».of  Oongreaa 
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this  code  of  honor,  as  U  vas  tenned,  to  restrfun 
them  in  the  exercise  of  their  duties  here ;  that 
the  common  law,  that  punishes  the  homicide 
with  death,  is  sufficient  for  the  protection  of 
aocietjr ;  these,  so  fJEir  as  he  had  heard,  were  the 
principal  objections  to  the  proposed  measure ; 
and,  while  he  admitted  that  they  had  been 
urged  with  much  zeal,  he  could  not  yield  to  t^ 
correctness  of  the  principles  nor  to  the  reasons 
by  which  they  haa  been  sustwned.  The  posi- 
tion had  been  assumed,  and  muntained  with 
mucli  force,  that  public  opinion  would  not  bear 
Congress  out  in  this  measore.  He  believed 
that  the  truth  was  directly  the  reverse.  Pub- 
lic opinion  was,  at  that  moment,  at  the  doors 
of  the  Capitol,  in  a  voice  of  thunder  request- 
ing, nay,  more,  demanding  of  Congress  to  ar' 
rest  thu  bloody  code,  to  stay  this  desolating  and 
inhuman  eostom. 

The  bill  does  not  contemplate  interfering 
with  the  common  law  o£fence,  or  the  common 
law  punishment.  It  meets  the  offender  at  the 
threshold,  and  says  to  him,  stop  in  your  mad, 
in  your  unlawful,  your  unholy  career.  You  are 
treading  on  ground  covered  with  ignominy  and 
penalties.  You  must  surrender  your  code  of 
honor,  and  submit  to  the  laws  of  that  society 
mider  which  you  eqjoy  all  the  blessings  that 
surround  you.  Take  not  vengeance  into  your 
own  hands.  Yon  shall  not  assail  the  life  of  a 
fettow-being.  Nor  shall  you  wantonly  put  your 
own  life  at  hazard.  AU  the  States  had  laws 
similar  to  the  bill  before  the  Senate.  The  peo- 
ple had  demanded  these  laws.  The  District  of 
Columbia  alohe  remained  unprotected.  And 
shall  this  District  be  left  the  only  spot  in  the 
naticMi  in  which  tl^is  work  of  destruction,  this 
waste  of  human  life,  this  violation  of  the  laws 
of  God  and  man,  shsJl  be  tolerated,  and  suffered 
to  be  carried  on  with  impunity  ?  It  was  al- 
ready said  that  this  was  an  asylum  for  all  man- 
ner of  wickedness  and  crime ;  that  members  of 
Congress,  when  here,  were  removed  from  those 
legal  restraints  under  which  they  act  in  the 
States  from  which  they  came. 

It  has  been  contended  that  if  we  pass  this 
law,  the  ii?eedom  of  debate  will  degenerate  into 
lioentionsness  and  personal  abuse ;  that  if  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  in  Congress  are  not 
to  be  held  personally  responsible  to  the  injur- 
ed party  for  words  spoken  here  of  a  personal 
character,  the  debates  will  become  personal, 
vindictive,  and  insufferable.  Mr.  S.  could  not 
come  to  that  conclusion.  He  thought  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bUl  would  have  a  salutary  effect  on 
the  debates. 

Mr.  Sbvisb  said,  that  although  he  was  no 
friend  to  duelling,  yet  he  disliked  this  bill  from 
one  end  of  it  to  the  other.  He  believed  it  was 
a  bill  wholly  for  the  protection  of  members 
of  Congress,  who,  not  satisfied  with  the  protec- 
tion anorded  them  by  the  constitution,  of  ex- 
-emption  from  arrest  and  from  being  sued  for 
words  used  in  debate,  wanted  the  additional 
protection  of  this  bill.  A  man  is  vilified  and 
otbused  in  one  of  the  Houses  of  Congress,  and 


he,  of  course,  will  expect  the  offender  to  give 
him  satisfaction  in  some  way  or  other,  and 
this  bill  says  he  shall  not  have  it.  What  then 
will  be  the  consequence  i  Why,  something  like 
the  afiahr  of  Housttm  and  Stansbury ;  the  ia- 
jured  man  will  take  the  law  into  his  own  hands, 
chastise  the  tradnoer,  and  then  he  will  be 
brought  up  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  from 
whence,  after  five  or  six  weeks  are  nnprofitaUy 
consumed  in  the  examination,  he  wm  be  dis- 
missed with  a  reprimand.  If  the  object  was 
solely  to  suppress  duelling,  and  not  for  the  itro- 
teotion  of  tne  members,  why  not  pass  a  law  to 
prevent  it  in  our  other  Temtories  as  well  as  in 
the  District  of  Colnmbia}  Why  not  indnde 
Wisconsin  and  Florida,  and  our  forts  and 
arsenals!  He  thought  this  District  was  al- 
ready sufficiently  disfranchised,  and  he  wonU 
not  add  any  more  to  its  disabilities.  Members 
of  Congress  might  talk  of  Tom,  Dick,  or  Hany, 
as  they  pleased,  and  could  not  be  sued  for  dan- 
der ;  and  now  they  would  take  away  from  the 
injured  individual  the  only  remedy  left  him.  I 
am  opposed  to  passing  laws  for  our  own  protec- 
tion, because  if  you  pass  one,  the  same  reasons 
will  operate  in  passing  another ;  and  the  next 
time  Mr.  Stansbury,  or  Mr.  anybody-else,  is 
whipped  by  Houston,  every  member  of  Gongreae 
must  have  a  corporal's  guard  to  protect  him  in 
passing  from  his  boardmg  house  to  the  Gapi- 
toL  Now  he  would  ask  if  the  people  of  uie 
United  States  would  be  willing  to  be  taxed  ftr 
any  such  purpose,  for  it  would  take  at  least 
three  thousand  men  to  famish  a  corporal's 
guard  to  each  member,  and  they  mnst  there- 
fore have  an  additional  army,  or  leave  the  fron- 
tiers exposed.  He  was  satisfied  that  more  im- 
portance was  attached  to  this  subject  than  it 
deserved,  and  he  believed  out  of  one  tbonsand 
duels,  nine  out  of  every  ten  of  tiiem  were 
fonght  for  causes  that  could  not  be  got  over 
any  other  way.  He  knew  that  duels  w«e 
frequentiy  fonght  for  trivial  causes,  but  he  was 
convinced  that  it  was  otherwise  in  a  vast  ma- 
jority dr  cases.  Ho  held  himself  responsible 
for  every  thing  he  said  on  that  floor,  and  he 
would  not  give  a  vote  to  take  away  that  re- 
sponsibility. 
Mr.  Cli.ttoii'8  amendment  was  lost — 
Teas. — Uessrs.  Clay  of  AUbama,  Cljayton,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Linn,  Kicholas,  yorveU,  Bobiiiaon,  Strange, 
Trotter,  Walker,  and  WUte— 12. 

Nats. — Uesate.  Allen,  Davis,  Hnbbaid,  Lumpkia, 
Lyon,  Ueiiick,  Kouton,  Xiles,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Roane,  Buggies,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connee- 
ticat,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tipton,  Williams,  and 
Wright— 20. 

Mr.  NiLXS  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  pro- 
viding that  the  persons  offending  under  this  act 
shall  be  forever  incapable  of  holding  any  offiee 
or  appointment  under  the  authority  ot  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  NoBVKU.  thought  they  had  carried  tbe 
matter  far  enough.  They  subjected  the  man 
guilty  of  duelling  to  a  punishment  of  not  le« 
than  five,  nor  more  than  ten  years'  impiisoii- 
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ment  io  the  penitentiaiy,  and  noir  the  gentle- 
maa  wanted  to  add  disqaalifloatiqpi  from  office. 
Was  H  Hkely  that  a  man  who  shall  be  imprison- 
ed in  the  penitentiaiy  will  ever  be  ^>pointed  to 
an  office  under  the  Ooyemment  of  the  United 
States!       ' 

Mr.  NTLbs  spoke  in  defence  of  his  amendment, 
oontendmff  tliat,  asthe  panidmient  had  been  less- 
ened bj  uie  amendment  Jost  passed,  an  addi- 
tional penalty  was  neoessaiy,  and  that  the 
penalty  he  proposed  wonld  most  probably  be 
inflicted,  even  if  the  other  was  not.  Mr.  N. 
could  not  agree  with  his  friend  fixnn  Artcanaas, 
(Mr.  Sbvikk,)  that  this  bill  was  for  the  proteo- 
Kon  of  members  of  Congress  only.  It  had  a 
mnch  higher  ol^ect  in  view — that  of  suppress- 
ing an  odious  and  criminal  practice,  and  of- 
Eecnring  the  perfect  independence  of  the  repre- 
gentatives  of  the  people. 

Mr.  KiLBs's  amendment  was  lost^ 

Tkar — Veesrs.  Allen,  Davis,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
Lumpkin,  Xiles,  I^erce,  Prentiss,  Smith  of  Connec- 
ticut, Swift,  Trotter,  Walker,  Williams,  and  Wright 
—14. 

Nats. — Messrs.  C3ay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Fnlton,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nidiolas, 
NorveD,  Preston,  Roane,  Hobinaon,  Susies,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Tipton,  aad  Wute— 17. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  offered  an  amendment, 
antborizing  magistrates  when  they  have  suffi- 
cient reason  to  believe  that  a  duel  is  about  to 
b«  fought,  to  issue  their  warrants  to  bring  the 
parties  before  them,  when  they  are  farther  au- 
thorized to  compel  them  to  give  bond  and  se- 
curity to  keep  the  peace  for  one  year,  and  in 
defaijt  thereof,  to  commit  them  to  JdL 

Mr.  Clattok  opposed  this  amendment,  as 
contrary  to  one  of^  the  fundamental  principles 
of  law,  and  contrary  also  to  the  Constitution 
of  tlie  United  States,  which  provides  that  no 
warrant  shall  issue  but  upon  probable  cause, 
supported  by  oath  or  affirmation. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Whitb  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert- 
ing a  substitute,  providing  that  every  person 
who  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  to  office  shall, 
in  addition  to  the  usual  qnalifioation,  take  an 
oath  that  be  has  not,  since  the  passage  of  this 
act,  been  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  in  a 
luel. 

Mr.  Fke^tiss  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question ;  which  resulted — 

YxAB. — Messrs.  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
lino,  Micholie,  Norvell,  Roane,  Robinson,  Roggles, 
ievier.  Strange,  Walker,  and  White— 13. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Clayton,  Davis,  Grundy, 
lubbard,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Kilcs, 
'ieroe,  Prentiss,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of 
ndiaoa,  Swilt,  Trotter,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young 
-19. 

The  questicm  was  taken  on  oonourring  with 
he  third  amendment ;  and  it  was  lost — 

Ykab. — ^Messrs.  Davis,  Gmndy,  Hnbbard,  Lump- 
dn,  Merrick,  Kilcs,  Fierce,  Prentiss,  Smith  of  Con- 


necticat.  Smith  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Swift,  Wiliitms, 
Wright,  and  Toung— IS. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bentm,  Clay  of  Alabama, 
Clayton,  Fulton,  Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norrell, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Trotter,  Walker, 
and  White— 16. 

The  other  amendments  were  concurred  in; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
tiiird  reading. 


HOtTBE  OF  BEPBESENTATIVES. 

TussDAT,  April  10. 
South  Sea  Explorinff  Etpedition. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  "bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
naval  service  for  1888." ' 

Mr.  Bbonbon  entered  into  a  defence  of  the 
late  and  present  Administrations  in  relation  to 
this  subject,  and,  though  he  disclaimed  being 
opposed  to  the  Exploring  Expedition,  either 
the  late  projected  one  or  another,  he  was  in 
favor  of  having  the  bill  recommitted,  because 
he  thonght  it  proper  that  the  estimates  should 
be  furnished,  and  the  sum  necessary  for  carry- 
ing it  on  made  distinct  and  separate  from  the 
appropriations  necessary  for  the  general  service 
of  the  Navy.  This  was  due  to  lie  country,  for 
there  had  been  upwards  of  $700,000  already 
expended,  and  the  only  result  was  that  there 
was  no  longer  an  Exploring  Squadron  in  exist- 
ence, and  Uie  question  was,  should  they  order 
a  new  one  to  bo  fitted  out  ?  Ee  thought  not, 
especially  in  the  present  embarrassed  condition 
of  the  Treasury,  and  he  also  doubted  whether, 
in  the  present  state  of  feeling  towards  the 
scheme,  both  throughout  the  country  and  in 
the  navy,  any  of  those  great  results  anticipate^ 
by  its  £nends  would  be  produced. 

He  also  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  not  from  his  want 
of  skill  or  experience,  but  from  his  being  a 
junior  officer,  the  effect  of  which  would  in- 
crease the  present  dissatisfaction,  and  lead  to 
dissensions. 

Mr.  Wise  suggested  to  some  one  in  favor  of  the 
expedition,  forhe  would  not  move  it  himself, 
to  move  the  insertion  of  a  provision  in  the  bill, 
as  the  House  had  determined  upon  the  continu- 
ance of  the  expedition,  limiting  the  time  within 
which  it  shall  sail.  !nx  any  reasonable  time, 
say  three  months,  or  six,  or  twelve,  or  two 
years,  or  even  three ;  bnt  in  the  name  of  sense, 
in  the  name  of  economy,  he  did  hope  the  House 
would  limit  the  period. 

Mr.  Malloby  then  moved — 

"  Provided,  That,  in  officering  the  exploring 
sqnadron,  for  which  a{>propriation8  are  bereia  made, 
the  law  of  the  86th  of  February,  1799,  be  not  vio- 
lated in  any  of  its  provisions." 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  and 
The  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 
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'Wkdhxbdat,  April  11. 
BelatioM  with  Meeneo. 

Mr.  Walkkb  called  the  attention  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions (Mr.  Buchasah)  to  the  state  of  our  rela- 
tions with  Mexico.  It  would  be  recollected,  he 
said,  that  this  snbject  was  recommended  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate  by  a  special  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Yth  of  February,  1887. 

This  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations ;  and  on  the  18th  Febmary 
flowing,  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  ohiurman  of  that 
committee,  reported  the  following  resolution : 

Jiuolvtd,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  opimon  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  another  de- 
mand ought  to  be  made  for  the  redress  of  our  griev- 
tnoes  from  the  Hexican  Goremment ;  the  mode  and 
manner  of  wliiob,  under  the  84th  article  of  the 
treaty,  so  far  as  it  may  be  applicable,  are  properly 
confided  to  bis  discretion.  They  cannot  doubt,  from 
the  justice  of  our  claims,  that  tins  demand  will  result 
in  speedy  redress ;  but  should  they  be  disappointed 
in  tiiis  reasonable  expectation,  a  state  of  things  will 
then  have  recurred  which  will  make  it  the  imperative 
duty  of  Congress  promptly  to  consider  what  Airther 
measures  may  be  required  by  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion and  the  rights  of  our  injured  fellow<itixena. 

On  the  27th  of  Febmary,  1887,  this  resolu- 
tion was  nnanimonsly  adopted  by  the  Senate. 
Kow  we  all  know  that  this  demand  has  been 
^ain  made,  and  that  it  has  been  ineffectual ; 
that  new  insults  and  injuries  have  been  super- 
added by  Mexico  since  this  period ;  that  her 
departing  Minister  had  grossly  insulted  this 
GoTemment  and  country,  and  his  conduct  had 
been  approved  by  Mexico ;  that  her  Secretary 
of  Foreign  Affairs  had  recently  published  a  re- 
port most  insulting  to  our  national  honor ;  and 
to  close  the  long  list  of  Mexican  outrages,  her 
vessels  of  war  nad  recently,  in  our  own  seas, 
fired  upon  an  American  steamboat,  carrying 
the  American  flag,  and  prosecuting  a  lawful 
commerce  with  a  neighboring  and  friendly 
power.  This  vessel  had  not  only  been  fired 
upon  and  an  attempt  made  to  capture  her,  but 
the  balls  liad  been  fired  throngh  the  American 
flag,  as  if  in  derision  of  the  idea  that  this  flag 
constituted  any  protection  against  Mexican  out- 
rages. The  flag  of  our  country  had  ceased  then 
to  be  any  protection  to  the  American  citizen, 
in  our  own  vessels,  and  upon  our  own  seas,  as 
indeed  the  name  of  an  American  had  long 
ceased  to  protect  our  citizens  within  the  limits 
of  Mexico.  Not  only  had  it' ceased  to  be  any 
protection  there,  but  it  constituted  on  invitation 
to  insult,  imnrisonment.  and  spoliations.  More 
than  a  year  had  elapsed  since  the  adoption  of 
the  resolntion  above  referred  to.  No  redress 
has  been,  it  is  dear,  none  will  be,  granted  by 
Mexico ;  but  every  day's  delay  on  our  part  on- 
ly witnesses  new  outrages  and  new  insults. 
Four  months  and  npwiuds  had  now  elapsed 
rinco  the  commencement  of  this  session,  and  no 


report  had  been  made  by  the  Committee  w 
Foreign  Relq^ons,  and  no  intimation  gtvet 
when,  if  ever,  any  repcMi  might  be  expecUd. 

Mr.  BcoHANAN  (chairman  of  the  CamButtM 
on  Foreign  Relations)  said  that  he  had  so  ol). 
jeotions  whatever  to  answer  the  interrogitoiy 
propoonded  by  the  Senator  from  IDttisyppL 
The  Senator  had  given  day  and  date,  and  cir. 
oumstaBoe,  and  all  connected  with  the  resolu- 
tion which  the  committee  had  reported  at  th4 
last  regular  seeeiiHi  of  Congress  on  the  saljcct 
of  our  claims  against  Mexico,  evidently  for  tin 
purpose  of  showing  that  onr  present  troutit 
listieesness  was  inconsistent  with  onr  uruer 
energy.  This  was  not  the  case.  There  v«s  do 
indi^iosition  on  the  part  of  the  committet  to 
malce  a  report  on  this  subject  wheoever  it 
might  be  {Hroper. 

The  committee  had  held  a  number  of  in- 
formal consultations  on  the  subject,  and  litd 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  propa  to 
await  the  action  of  the  Honse  of  Bepresente- 
tives.  The  next  step  we  take,  said  Mr.  K,  in 
regard  to  Mexico,  mnst  be  some  messnro  tint 
may  directly  lead  to  war,  or  war  itself;  becanse 
he  thought  every  hon<H^ble  means  of  concilia- 
tion had  been  exhausted.  Now,  where  oa^ 
such  a  measure  to  be  introduced }  'We  hiTC, 
said  he,  examined  the  public  archives,  and  find 
that  from  the  origin  of  the  Government  to  tlie 
present  day,  no  such  measure  has  originated  in 
the  Senate.  Coercive  measures  had  a]w<T< 
originated  with  the  immediate  represeotstiTcs 
of  the  people. 

He  had  made  it  his  business  to  inquire  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Bels- 
tions,  of  the  House,  and  had  been  informed  by 
that  gentleman,  that  the  committee  bad  then 
the  subject  under  their  most  serious  considera- 
tion, and  might  be  expected  to  oome  to  some 
conclusion  upon  it  within  a  few  days.  Tinder 
these  circumstances,  the  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate were  of  opinion  that  they  ought,  at  the  veiy 
least,  to  wait  a  reasonable  time,  for  theputwse 
of  affording  the  popular  branch  of  the  I^jWa- 
ture  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  opwi»- 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  felt  it  due  te  Mm- 
self,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Forrip 
Relations,  and  due  to  the  Senate  and  to  at 
coimtry,  to  say,  that  while  there  was  etw*  " 
ground  of  complaint  agunst  Mexico,  if  *• 
looked  to  the  correspondence  that  had  t«« 
place  on  this  subject,  we  would  find  tliat « 
our  part  there  was  much  cause  for  deep  «» 
serious  regret  What  were  the  fccU  in  w 
case  J  A  Mr.  Greenhow,  a  clerk  to  one  of  tM 
public  offices,  was  despatched  to  Mexico  *itt  » 
large  mass  of  documents,  containing  the  dato 
of  our  cidzens,  which  were  to  be  examined  sna 
reported  on  within  ten  days,  or  Mr.  Greenno* 
was  to  return.  Now  those  at  all  acqaimwl 
with  the  manner  of  doing  business  in  the  pnoM 
ofiBoes,  must  know  that  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible to  have  carefdly  examined  them  m  » 
many  weeks.  The  Minister  for  Foreign  ASun 
of  Mexico  proceeded  to  take  up  these  docn- 
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meats,  and  examine  them  one  by  one,  admitting 
the  justice  of  some,  and  rejecting  others ;  and 
while  these  matters  were  still  in  progress,  sud- 
denly the  whole  subject  is  thrown  upon  Oon- 
gresB,  the  President  telling  that  body  he  had 
no  further  negotiations  to  make  with  Mexico. 

fVhenever  a  clear  case  was  made  ont,  he  (Mr. 
0.)  was  ready  to  enforce  on  Mexico  what  was 
dne  to  law  and  Justice.  While  he  would  go 
thas  far,  he  could  not  help  saying,  and  all  who 
looked  to  the  correspondence  must  admit  the 
truth,  that  the  want  of  dignity  and  the  want 
of  temper  that  had  been  manifested  by  persons 
connected  with  the  Government  in  relation  to 
this  whole  matter,  was  greatly  to  be  deplored. 

Mr.  BnoHANAN  s^d  that  onr  complaints 
gainst  Mexico  were  of  a  twofold  character. 
The  Government  of  that  country  had  not  only 
refused  to  pay  the  jnst  claims  of  our  injured 
dtizens,  but,  in  several  instances,  had  assailed 
onr  national  honor  and  insulted  our  national 
fiag.  For  assaolts  and  injuries  of  this  de- 
scription, pecuniary  redress  had  never  been 
demanded,  and  oonld  never  be  accepted.  No 
suitable  explanation  of  these  insults  had 
ever  been  given,  and  no  sotisfiiction  had  ever 
been  rendered,  although  often  demanded.  The 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  not 
touched  this  part  of  the  case.  A  gross  insult 
had  recently  been  offered  to  the  American  flag, 
of  a  chara)tter  requiring  the  most  prompt  and 
effectual  redress,  u  we  were  to  credit  the  state- 
ments published  in  the  New  Orleans  papers 
which  had  lately  reached  this  city.  It  appeared 
that  a  steamboat,  nnder  the  American  fiag,  pur- 
suing her  lawful  commerce  in  our  own  seas,  had 
been  repeatedly  fired  upon  and  brought  to  by 
two  Mexican  vessels  of  war. 

Mr.  Walker  gave  notice  that,  if  no  report 
were  made,  in  regard  to  our  relations  with 
Mexico,  within  a  short  period,  either  in  the 
Senate  or  the  House  oi  Representatives,  he 
would  move  a  resolution  to  test  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  upon  this  subject. 


Thtksdat,  April  13. 
Gradvation  of  the  Price  of  (A«  Pvilie  Land$. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bin  to  provide  for  the  graduation  and  reduction 
of  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  moved  to  strike  out  the  follow- 
ing :  And  all  lands  which  shall  have  been  so 
o&red  for  fifteen  years,  riiall  be  subject  to  en- 
try at  one  dollar  per  acre  for  the  space  of  twelve 
months ;  and  after  tbat  time,  the  same  shall  be 
subject  to  entry  at  seventy-five  cents  per  acre, 
for  the  space  of  twelve  months,  and  after  that 
time  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  entry  at  fifty 
cents  per  acre.  The  effect  of  which  is  to  leave 
the  minimum  at  one  dollar  per  acre  for  the 
gpace  of  one  year  for  lands  which  shall  have 
been  in  the  market  ten  years  prior  to  the  80th 
September,  1888 ;  and  after  that  time  the  mini- 
mum  is  to  be  76  cents  per  acre. 


Mr.  Tipton  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevful.  If  it  did,  he  should  care  very  little 
about  the  bilL  as  the  State  in  which  he  lived 
was  interested  in  the  provision  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out  more  than  any  other. 

Mr.  HiTBBABD  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  that  the  provision  which  he  wished  to 
have  stricken  out,  would  have  no  operative  ef- 
fect for  two  years. 

Mr.  Ejtbbabd's  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill,  Messrs.  Walkbr  and  Bknton  sever- 
ally addressed  the  Senate  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Tipton  offered  an  amendment,  providing 
that  no  person  shall  enter  more  than  one  quar- 
ter section  of  land  under  the  provisions  of^this 
biU. 

Mr.  Walkeb  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  "  one  quarter  section," 
and  inserting  "  one  section ;  "  by  inserting  as 
follows : 

Provided  alto^  That  no  one  shall  be  prohibited  firom 
entering  any  quantity,  as  heretofore,  of  lands  embraced 
in  this  act,  at  thef>rice  of  one  doUar  and  a  quarter 
per  acre." 

The  amendment  as  amended,  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — ^yeas  S8,  nays  14. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading — 

Tbas. — ^Heasis.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabama, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  liUmpUn, 
Lyon,  Nicholas,  Kiles,  Norvell,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Walker,  WUte, 
and  Toung — 21. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bncbanao,  CUy  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  McKean,  Herrick,  Fren« 
tias,  Preston,  lUves,  Roane,  Robbina,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Swift,  Wall,  and  Willianuh- 16. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEKSKNTATIVEB. 

Fbidat,  April  18. 
Treaiury  Notee. 

Mr.  Oajibreleno,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bUl  supplementary 
to  the  act  authorizing  the  issuing  <H  Treasury 
notes. 

He  stated,  for  the  information  of  the  House, 
that  almost  the  whole  revenue  was  unavailable, 
as  it  was  now  paid  in  the  Treasury  notes  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  October  last.  As  the 
appropriation  bills  created  at  this  time  heavy 
drafts  upon  the  Treasury,  it  was  obviously 
necessary  to  authorize  the  Secretary  to  replace 
the  notes  so  paid  in  and  cancelled,  by  others  to 
an  equal  amount. 

nr  SENATB. 

Fbidat,  April  18. 

f,         PvhUe  Lands, 
providing  for  the  reduction  and  grad- 
uation of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  was 
read  the  third  time. 
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ICr.  OAiBomr  sdd,  as  the  bQl  was  now  on  its 
passage,  he  was  desirous  of  statiug,  in  a  few 
words,  the  reasons  which  would  govern  him. 

The  bill  was  certunly  liable  bat  to  little  ob- 
^tion  as  to  the  details ;  but  he  oould  not  dve 
It  his  support  He  felt  satisfied  that  we  nad 
arrived  at  the  period,  wben  one  of  two  courses 
of  policy  ought  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to 
the  public  lands — either  to  adhere  rigidly  to 
the  laws,  as  they  now  stand,  without  miULing 
•ny  material  change,  or  to  make  a  cession  of 
them  to  the  new  States  within  whose  limits 
they  are  respectively  situated,  on  terms  mutu- 
ally satisfactory.  It  cannot  be  disguised,  that 
the  extent  of  Interests  involved  in  the  public 
domain  is  too  great,  and  the  parties  interested 
too  powerful  and  influential,  to  permit  the  laws 
which  regfllate  and  dispose  of  the  public  lands 
to  be  the  subject  of  frequent  changes.  Numer- 
ous and  populous  as  those  States  Lave  now  be- 
come, (at  which  he  rejoiced,)  it  was  impossible 
to  prevent  this  mighty  stake  from  being  thrown 
into  the  party  struggles  of  the  day,  and  from 
Laving  a  most  pernicious  effect  on  our  politics, 
so  long  as  they  are  under  our  cAitrol,  unless  we 
should  abstain  altogether  fix>m  touching  them, 
which  be  found  was  impoanble. 

It  was  well  known  that,  nnder  this  impres-. 
iton,  he  was  in  favor  of  ceding  them  to  the 
States,  as  the  only  practicable  remedy  against 
the  evil  he  apprehended,  and  that  under  it  he 
had  introduoea  a  bill  to  cede  them.  He  hoped 
that  the  Committee  on  Pnblio  Lands  would  call 
np  the  bill  at  an  early  day.  He  was  prepared 
to  give  it  his  best  aid ;  and  he  did  hope  it 
would  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate.  In 
the  mean  time,  he  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  vote  agidnst  all  measoree  which  provided  for 
any  material  change  in  the  land  laws,  as  they 
now  stood. 


H0C8B  OF  EBPKE8KNTATIVE8. 

Mo:n>i.T,  April  16. 

Hr.  SsnuM  presented  the  following  joint 

?reamble  and  resolutions  of  Uie  Legislature  of 
'enneesee: 

Whereas  tre  have  been  anxious  and  attentive  ob- 
servers of  the  progress  of  events  in  Texas,  and  have 
not  been  unmoved  spectatore  of  her  late  gallant  and 
clorioas  straggle  for  freedom,  and  have  seen  that 
freedom  achieved  by  those  near  and  dear  to  as  by 
the  ties  of  kindred  and  common  ancestry;  and 
whereas  we  have  seen,  by  a  vote  of  the  people  of 
that  Repnblio,  an  anxious  deare  manifested  to  be- 
eome  dtixens  of  these  United  States ;  and  whereas 
we  believe  that  the  gallant  and  chivalrous  bravery 
of  Texans  in  their  struggle  for  liberty  and  free  Oov- 
ermnent,  is  an  assurance  of  their  worth,  and  suffi- 
deat  evidence  of  their  qnaiiflcation,  to  entitle  them 
to  biotheibood  and  citizenship  with  as ;  and  whereas, 
also,  we  believe  that  the  annexaUon  ^  Texas  to 
these  United  States  is  a  consummation  oevoutly  to 
be  wished,  and  an  end  worthy  our  best  exertions  to  I 
attain,  if  it  can  be  done  without  an  infncUon  of  the  I 


law  of  nations,  or  a  departure  from  the  poiicj  o 
I^ndplea  of  this  Government : 

Now,  tlierefore,  Retotved  bjf  tKt  Cttttsftt  AueM 
of  tht  State  of  Tennettu,  l&t  we  deiue  moatmi 
lonsly  that  Texas  be  acqoiied  by  tiiese  United  Slatei 
and, 

Stiolvtd,  That  our  Senators  and  BepresentatJTa 
In  Congress  be  informed  of  our  desire  to  acqaira  it 
territo^  of  Texas,  and  to  annex  it  to  the  Usiud 
States  by  treaty  or  porchase,  and  at  such  time* 
they  may  deem  most  expedient 

Beoolvtd,  That  a  copy  <^  this  preamble  and  that 
resolutions  be  forwuded  by  the  Governor  of  tlv 
State  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  €<■- 
gross,  with  a  request  that  they  introduce  them  tolht 
consideration  of  both  brandies  of  Congress. 
JOHN  COCKE, 
Speaker  of  the  Souse  of  JUprunltAm. 
PERRY  H.  CAHAt, 
Speaker  of  the  StiiA 

Passed  Jan.  SO,  1838. 


Fbidat,  April  27. 
Belationt  vith  Mexico. 

The  following  Message  from  the  Freadot 
of  the  United  States,  received  yesterday, «« 
taken  up : 
lb  the  Bouee  of  SemaerUniivee  of  the  UtuteiSteta 

In  pardal  compuanoe  with  the  resolation  of  Ik 
House  of  BepresenUtives  of  the  2l8t  ult  caltiiffe 
farther  information  on  the  relations  between  in 
United  States  and  the  Uexican  R^ublic,  T  tnnsxt 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  4e 
resolution  was  referred.  _ 

(Signed)        M.  VANBCBES. 

Washisgtos,  26<*  AprU,  1888. 

[The  Message  was  accompanied  by  a  repot 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  a  mass  o/«- 
respondence.  The  report  set  forth  tie  re»9« 
why  tiie  whole  had  not  been  sent  in,  6al»i»»- 
tially  that  all  that  was  most  material  wu  fm- 
nidied ;  that  the  whole  was  very  volnminoft 
and  had  been  received  at  so  late  a  period  tw 
there  has  been  insufficient  time  for  tivm 
tion,  Ac.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howabd,  the  whole  ** 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AfWn 


IN  SENATE. 


Fkidat,  April  2T. 
Protection  to  Indian*,  and  a  Delegate  t»C» 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wnrra,  the  bill  to  pwn* 
for  the  security  and  protection  of  the  emigrO; 
and  other  Indians  west  of  the  States  of  Mi«soiin 
and  Arkansas,  was  taken  np.  ,  .  vm 

Mr.  NoRVKix  objected  to  that  part  of  tho  m 
(the  8tij  section)  which  provides  for  mjr^ 
tho  confederated  tribes  to  elect  a  ^«'<«f5j 
represent  them  at  the  seat  of  GovemlDentdo^ 
ing  the  sessions  of  Congress ;  and  he  o^l^ 
p^icularly  to  the  reasons  assigned  in  we  p- 
amble  to  that  section  for  allowing  them  to  ew* 
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ft  deiegatf  the  aame  argmuent  might  be  used 
bereaner  i  lavor  of  a  negro  delegate.  He 
never  wished  to  see  the  day  in  this  coantrj  in 
-which  an  Indian  or  a  negro  would  have  a  seat 
on  the  floor  of  either  House  of  Congress. 

Kr.  Linn  aaii  the  gentleman  fh>m  Michigan 
was  mistaken  in  sapposing  that  it  was  intended 
that  the  Indian  delegate  should  have  a  seat  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes.  The 
delegate  was  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  govem- 
ment  during  the  sessions  of  Congress,  to  attend 
to  the  affairs  of  his  people  generally,  and  to 
give  such  information  to  Congress  as  woold 
enable  it  to  be  better  acquainted  with  their  con- 
dition, and  to  legislate  with  more  certainty  and 
effect  with  regard  to  them.  One  of  the  objects 
of  the  bill  was  to  elevate  the  Indian  character, 
and  to  give  them  respect  for,  and  confidence  in. 
thenudvea;  and  the  most  effectual  way  of 
doing  80  would  be  to  give  them  the  incentive 
of  honorable  oflSce ;  and  the  committee  thought 
H  important  that  such  incentives  should  be  held 
ont  to  the  ambitious  and  enterprising  of  this 
people,  instead  of  the  ambition  they  now  have 
to  become  warlike  chiefs.  The  bill  was,  in  his 
opinion,  the  most  effectual  measure  that  could 
be  devised  for  the  security  of  the  State*  of  Mis- 
soari  and  Arkansas,  on  the  borders  of  which 
each  numbers  of  these  Indiana  had  been  thrown, 
and  also  the  only  foible  plan  of  saving  these 
nnfortunates  from  utter  destruction.  They  had 
been  cr'^wded  back  by  the  white  population 
until  they  could  go  no  farther  west,  and  now 
was  the  accepted  time  for  the  philanthropist  to 
step  forward  and  preserve  them. 

Ml.  Lumpkin  urged  the  Senate  to  proceed  at 
once  to  the  consideration  of  the  measure,  which 
he  looked  upon  to  be  the  best  that  could  be 
devised,  not  only  for  the  protection  and  security 
of  the  frontier  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
bat  of  the  Indians  themselves,  and  aseminentiv 
calculated  to  elevate  and  improve  their  condi- 
tion. The  objects  embraced  in  this  bill  were 
ikot  new.  The  subject  had  been  before  Con- 
gress from  the  days  of  General  Washington  to 
the  present  time;  and  by  a  reference  to  the 
pnbbo  documents  it  woi^d  be  seen  that  Mr. 
Jefferson,  and  all  of  his  successors,  had  viewed 
it  as  worthy  of  the  most  favorable  considera- 
tion of  Congress.  He  adverted  to  the  two  able 
r^orts  made  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Monroe  and 
by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  said  that  the  subject  had 
been  ^scnssed  until  it  would  seem  that  it  was 
not  only  familiar  to  every  member  of  Congress, 
bnt  to  the  whole  reading  portion  of  the  com- 
monity.  If  this,  he  said,  were  not  enough,  the 
information  presented  during  this  session,  and 
the  able  n>eeoh  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Indiana,  (Mr.  Tipton,)  so  replete  with  informa- 
tion and  detail,  would  be  sufficient  to  call  the 
special  attention  of  every  Senator  to  the  sub- 
ject 

Mr.  NoEvm.  modified  his  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  provision  for  a  delegate  of  In- 
dian descent  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  govern- 


ment during  the  sessions  of  Congress,  and  to 
insert  agent  instead. 

The  object  was  to  allow  the  tribes  an  "  agent," 
instead  of  a  "  delegate,"  as  in  the  bill,  and  to 
leave  the  compensation  to  be  settled  hereafter. 

Mr.  Weitx  said  that,  provided  he  could  get 
the  benefit  of  having  an  agent  to  be  sent  here 
by  this  confederation,  he  did  not  care  about  the 
name  that  was  to  be  given  him. 

Mr.  Nobvkll'b  amendment  was  r^ected. 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bocbanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Hubbard,  King,  Morris, 
Nile*,  NorveU,  Retce,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tiottor, 
Wright,  and  Toung— 16. 

Ni,TB. — Measra.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fulton,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Monton,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Beane,  Bobinson,  Haggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Spenoe,  Swift  nptonTwiute,  and  William*— 34. 


MoNSAT,  April  80. 
Protection  to  Indian*. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  security  anl  protection 
of  the  emwrant  and  other  Indians  west  of  the 
States  of  lussouri  and  Arkansas. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
LyoD,  Merrick,  Morris,  Monton,  Nicholas,  I^eroe, 
Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  "Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Wall, 
MThite,  WilUams,  Wright,  and  Toong— 38. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Beqton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Niles,  and  Norvell — 6. 

HOUSX  OF  BKFBSSENTATIYSB. 

TuBSDAT,  May  1. 
Cmdition  qf  the  Treatury. 
Mr.  Cambbklino  presented  the  following 
commnnication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury: 

TuASUKT  DKPABTifnT,  April  80,  1838. 
I  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  the  encloaed  statement,  marked 
A,  showine  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  on  this 
day,  as  to  its  available  resources. 

I  remain,  very  respectAiUy, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY,' 
Secretary  of  the  T^«asuiy. 
The  Hon.  C.  C.  Cambbxleho, 
C.  C.  Ways  and  Means,  House  of  Bep's. 

A 

Amount  of  Treosoiy  Notes  issoed  up  to  April  SStb, 
{■elusive,  per  Treasurer's  state- 
ment         $9,4a8,96»  81 

Will  probddy  be  issued  80th  April         186,000  00 

9,6S8,9S9  81 
$10,000,000  00- 
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Kot  iMued  oa  Oe  lat  of  IU7,  '88, 
•boot 9441,040  69 

tmmaj  Note*  Moeived  for  dutiei,  landa,  and  in 
peyment  of  debts  'duo  to  the  United  States,  per 
returns  received  at  this  office  up  to  the  80th  April, 
'88,  about  ....     $5,150,000  00 

Other  fnnds  available  and  subject  to  draft,  (deduct- 
ing $400,000  in  the  Hint,  and  $690,000  Treasury 
funds,)  about  (less  than)    •        -        $500,000  00 


THins»DAT,  Vaj  8. 

Mmagefrwn  th«  Pretident — T%e  Uemean  Brig 
tf  War  ItuiUde,  and  an  Amerie<m  Steamboat. 

The  SPEA.EBB  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing Message  from  the  President : 

3b  tlu  Boute  of  SqaninUatiMt  of  the  United  8lait» : 
The  report  of  Uie  Secretary  of  War,  transmitted 
by  me  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  compli- 
ance with  their  resolution  of  the  16th  alt  respecting 
an  attack  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  a  Mexican 
armed  Vessel  upon  an  American  steamboat,  having 
stated  that  no  information  on  the  subject  had  at  that 
time  reached  the  Department,  I  noir  transmit  another 
report  from  the  same  officer,  communicating  a  copy 
of  a  note  from  the  Mexican  Minister,  with  an  accom- 
panyii^  document,  in  reference  to  the  act  alluded  to, 
wbidi  have  been  received  at  the  Department  ance 
tlie  date  of  the  former  report. 

M.VANBUIlEir. 
Washimotoh,  aUty,  1838. 

The  following  ore  the  papers  transmitted : 

Mr.  MarHnet  to  Mr.  Fonytk. 
Mexican  Leoatiok. 
Kew  (Means,  April  20, 18S8. 
Sm :  Whilst  the  notices  of  an  insult  pretended  to 
have  been  committed  against  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  waten  of  Texas,  by  the  Mexican  brig 
of  war  Itarbide,  were  confined  to  the  public  news- 
papers, and  I  had  00  doeoments  by  means  of  whidi 
I  could  repel  this  calumny,  I  abstained  fiom  ad- 
dresfflng  you  on  the  sutgect.  But  as,  according  to 
the  p<4>era,  the  attention  of  die  honorable  chamber 
ef  Smators  of  the  Congress  «^  the  Union  has  been 
directed  towards  the  cluigas  published  against  Mex- 
ico, by  dw  passengers  of  the  steamboat  Columbia, 
and  I  am  in  possession  of  an  offidal  statement  from 
the  commander  of  the  said  brig  relating  tothe  occurs 
lenoe  with  the  said  boat,  I  hare  the  honor  to  send 
yon,  sr,  the  annexed  extract  from  that  document, 
with  the  hope  that  you  will  submit  it  to  the  notice 
of  his  excellency  the  President  The  c^>tain  of  the 
ColumUa,  and  not  the  curtain  of  the  Iturbide,  as 
will  be  here  seen,  ptovoked  tin  attack  to  which  this 
note  refers,  and  the  former  should,  therefore,  be  re- 
qMDsible  for  the  result,  whatever  it  may  be. 

2b  tht  Cooanandant  Ottural  of  the  Mexican  tquad- 

ran: 

Bsia  InnaiBi,  under  sail,  in  latitode  29°  6',  kn- 

gitude  68°  48',  west  of  Cadis,  five  o'clock  in  tfie 

•ftcmoon  of  this  day,  March  24, 1888. 

At  the  moment  whtm  you,  sir,  annonneed,  by  your 

signals,  that  you  saw  sails  in  the  third  quarter,  I 

made  out  dw  veasd  to  be  a  steamboat,  coming  from 

tfae  north,  and  I  discovered  that  she  was  not  the  some 

to  ^rtdob  we  had  given  diase  tbi*  monung,  and  wnidt 


was  apparently  on  her  way  to  Braaoria,  as  tUi  kK 
has  two  chimneys,  and  the  other  only  one.  iawea 
as  you  gave  the  signal  for  chase  with  all  tfttA,  nl 
without  our  closing,  (tir  nJiijteion  i  /niuK)«i,|  I 
endeavored  by  a  press  of  sail  to  cut  her  ofl|  alMnif 
south-east,  clearing  away  to  be  ready  for  action,  ml 
taking  the  other  precautions ;  InU  on  teeing  Uut  Jie 
wa*  bearing  domi  on  my  ttarboard  hoie,  I  (Hdend  il 
my  men  to  take  their  proper  fire  and  cut^  ins, 
to  be  ready  for  an  attempt  to  board.  VSOe  n 
were  thus  sailing  towards  each  other,  as  yoi  anr, 
our  distance  was  necessarily  becoming  less,  ud  He- 
ing  that  her  stem  flag  was  that  of  the  United  SMc^ 
I  hoisted  mine  with  a  pendant,  and  fired  1  gin  nHI^ 
out  ball.  I  detied  up  mv  meaniaU  in  order  Alt  ii 
tkould  ttop  her  engine  for  me  to  examine  her;  M 
this  was  not  done  |  and  aai,  on  the  conlmy,  to 
movemente  tomtrdt  me  v>ere  very  tuipieioiu,  I  oidmd 
another  gun  to  be  fired,  vith  ball,  m  a  direclummj 
vide  of  the  tieamboat,  fnhich  toot  done  <u  a  neUte  ti 
her  to  stop.  Instead  of  doing  so,  however,  die  coo- 
tinned  on  her  course,  ojiif  vjilk  a  vif»  of  gelS»i 
poet  mi  to  the  Uevxtrd.  When  I  got  within  qjoUiic 
distance,  I  hailed  her  three  time*  with  t  trumpet,  lao 
she  did  not  deign  to  give  any  reply  to  dtfacr  ctlL 
On  the  fourth  cdl,  an  individual  answered,  2oadh^ 
me  mth  abtue,  and  telling  me  if  Iwmtedtomhi 
papert,  IihouU  eome  on  board  kit  boat  AB  tkil 
was  spoken  withont  the  q>eaking  trmnpet;  nd  ■!■ 
thou(^  he  tsiu  eiMed  on  to  itop,  in  order  tiat  Ul 
papers  and  bis  boat  should  be  visUed,  he  did  not  d» 
so,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  continued  to  ima&iv 
politieal  iniignia  by  til  groueit  «i«Mm(iM  <•"<•■ 
guage. 

In  omiseqaenoe  of  the  proceedings,  I  fired  tm 
cannon  and  three  muskets,  not  aimed  at  Ae  ttimur, 
for  the  purpose  of  intimidating  her,  that  she  dxmld 
do  as  required.  She,  however,  took  no  notioe  ofit, 
but  continued  on  her  way,  letting  off  her  ateto, 
which  was  very  high,  so  near  me,  that  the  aabes  and 
some  warm  water  feU  on  board  of  my  vessel 
"God and  I^ier^I" 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cttshino,  referred  to  Um 
Oommittee  on  Foreign  ASain. 


T11B8DAT,  Maj  8. 
Ddoth  cf  the  Hon,  Joab  La»Ur. 

lir.  Ltov,  of  Akbama,  addressed  the  HwiM: 

Mr.  Sfkakkb:  I  have  the  melanehelydntyis 
perform  of  annoanoing  to  this  House  tiie  desth 
of  one  of  its  members. 

M/  friend  and  ooUeagne,  the  Hon.  Joab  Lav- 
lib,  expired  this  mombig  at  Us  lodgings  in  this 
dty,  after  a  brief  and  p^nftd  iUnees,  wUch  he 
bore  with  nnosnal  fortitude  and  resignation. 

Less  titan  a  week  ago,  and  he  was  [oeteot  b 
his  place  in  this  hall,  in  the  perfimnanoe  of  bi* 
part  in  the  laborioos  dnty  assigned  by  the  peo- 
ple to  thrir  repreaoitativea.  He  was  yet  in  ^ 
prime  of  life,  and  has  been  out  off  in  the  niart 
of  his  nseAiliieee. 

Br  his  death,  his  fanmediate  ocmstitaenti  ui 
his  State  have  lost  an  attentive,  intelligent,  sod 
faithftd  representative;  his'l^nily  have  ben 
deprived  of  a  husband  and  fitther ;  and  soeietT 
has  lost  a  member,  whose  omdoc^  in  evttx 
relation  <rf  life,  was  worthy  ot  all  imitation. 
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The  deceased  eDjo7ed  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  those  who  knew  him  well,  to  an  extent 
which  nothing  bat  a  conrse  (tf  life  the  most 
exemplary,  and  a  character  the  most  irre- 
proadiable,  could  have  secured. 

In  his  State  he  had  filled  several  ofiBees  of 
mneh  importance,  and  under  tlie  General  Gov- 
ernment be  held  for  several  years  a  trust  of 
riat  responsibility.  In  all  his  official  conduct 
the  various  public  stations  held  by  him,  he 
acquired  a  high  character  for  integrity  and  ca- 
pacity, which  no  aet  of  his  life  forfeited  or  im- 
paired. 

Bis  conduct  as  a  member  of  this  House  has 
been  in  character  with  his  whole  life.  While 
he  was  firm  and  unwavering  in  the  discharge 
of  what  he  considered  his  duty  as  a  Represent- 
ative, he  was  mild  and  unobtrusive  in  his  de- 
portment, and  respectful  towards  his  associates. 
He  hod  lived  the  life  of  a  Christian,  and  died 
without  apprehension  as  to  the  futnre. 

To  testify  our  regret  for  his  loss,  and  respect 
for  hia  memory,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 
'  Reaolred,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
Boose  will  attend  the  funeral  of  JToab  Lawlkb, 
deceased,  late  a  member  of  this  House  from  the 
Slate  of  Alabama,  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock  me- 
ridian. 

Sttohtd,  That  a  eommittee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  Buperintending  the  funeral  of  Joab  Law- 
UEX,  deceased. 

Rtiolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
JoAB  Lawlkb,  by  wearing  crape  on  their  left  arm 
for  thirty  days. 

Xetclued,  That  when  this  House  adjourns  to-day, 
it  will  a4Joam  to  meet  to-morroir,  at  12  o'clocic 
meridian. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  notify  that  body  of  the  death  of  Joab  Lawler, 
late  a  Representative  from  the  State  of  Alabama, 
anH  that  his  funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow,  at 
18  o'ciook,  firom  the  Hall  of  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
MBtatives. 

The  reaolntions  were  unanimously  agreed  to. 


IK  SENATE. 

TuMDAT,  May  8. 
J)Mth  of  Him.  Joah  Laiuler. 
Vr.  "Essa  addressed  the  Senate :  Ifr.  Pbssi- 
Morr:  Another  ofthe  members  of  this  Ctongrees 
'  has  passed  from  time  to  eternity.    This  unex- 
pected event  is  well  calculated  to  produce  the 
moBt  serious  reflecticms.    "  Be  ye  also  ready," 
ahould  be  impressed  upon  every  heart.    The 
Hon.  JoAB  Lawucb,  a  Kepresentatiye  from  the 
State  of  Alabama,  breathed  his  last  at  his  board- 
ing-house in  this  city,  about  9  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing.   His  mcknees  was  of  short  duration ;  but 
a  life  devoted  to  piety  and  virtue  enabled  him 
to  look  witb  calm  and  Christian  resignation  on 
the  dread  change  that  awaited  him. 

Mr.  Lawucb  was  of  humble  origin.    He  was 
destitnto  at  the  advantagea  of  a  Bbwal  educa- 


tion ;  but  a  vigorous  intellect,  combined  with 
sterling  int^rity,  evly  recommended  him  to 
the  &vorable  notice  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and 
they  placed  him  in  the  Legislature  of  his  State. 
For  years  he  continued  to  discharge  his  duties 
in  that  situation  in  a  manner  so  creditable  to 
himself,  so  satisfactory  to  those  he  represented, 
that  they  demanded  his  services  in  a  more  ex- 
alted station.  He  yielded  to  their  wishes,  and 
twice  has  he  been  chosen  to  represent  their 
interests  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  President,  his  mortal  career  has  closed. 
His  country  has  lost  the  services  of  one  of  her 
most  virtuous  citizens ;  his  bereaved  wife  an 
affectionate  husband ;  and  his  orphan  children 
the  fostering  care  and  protection  of  an  indulgent 
father.  To  that  desolate,  heart-stricken  family, 
I  would  say,  "  mourn  not  as  one  without  hope." 
The  husbuid — the  father — was  a  Christian.  He 
died,  as  the  Christian  dieth,  in  the  full  hope  of 
a  blessed  immortalitj.  Keep,  then,  before  your 
eyes  the  purity  and  holiness  of  his  life :  live  as 
he  lived,  and  yon  may  go  to  him ;  to  you  he 
can  never  return. 

Mr.  E.  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  unanunooaly  adopted : 

Reeolved,  That  the  Senate  will  attend  the  funeral 
of  the  honorable  '  Joab  Lawlkr,  deceased,  which 
will  take  pUce  from  the  Hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives;  and,  as  an  additional  mark  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  the  mem- 
bers of  that  body  will  go  into  the  usual  monming, 
by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 


HOUSE  OF  BEPBESENTATIVSS. 

Thubsdat,  May  10. 

Mfaagtfrom  thePreridmt — Tiemty-eigAt  Mil- 
liom  w  Bt^xmt  vith  Bank*,  and  Fifteen  Mil- 
Uons  duefiom  Individuali,  and  the  Treaiurjf 
in  Ikmger  of  Stopping  Payment. 

The  following  Message  was  received  fkom  the. 

President : 

To  the  Senate  and  ffotue  of  Jitpre»eHtative$ : 

I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  a 
statement  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, by  wUch  it  appears  that  the  United  States, 
with  over  twenty-eight  millions  in  deposit  with 
the  States,  and  over  fifteen  millions  due  from  indi- 
viduals and  banks,  are,  trvm  the  situation  in  which 
those  funds  are  placed,  in  hnme^te  danger  of  be- 
ing rendered  unable  to  discharge,  with  good  fUth 
and  promptitude,  the  varioos  pecuniary  obligations 
of  the  Government. 

The  occurrence  of  this  result  has  for  some  time 
been  apprehended,  and  efforts  made  to  avert  it. 
As  the  principal  difficulty  arises  from  a  probibitioa 
in  the  present  law  to  reissue  such  Treasury  notes  as 
might  be  paid  in  before  they  fall  due,  and  may  be 
effectually  obviated  by  giving  the  Treasury  during 
the  whole  year  the  benefit  of  the  full  amount  orig- 
inally antborixed ;  the  remedy  would  seem  to  be 
obvious  and  easy. 

The  serious  embarrassments  likely  to  arise  flom 
a  longer  continuance  of  the  present  state  of  things, 
bidaces  me  rsspeotftUI^  to  iavite  tks  eariieet  a^tm 
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of  Congress  to  the  sutgeot  whiobraay  be  oonsiatent 
to  k  due  regard  for  other  public  interests. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

llr.  CA.MB]tinjnio  remarked,  that  two  or  tliree 
days  ago,  he  made  a  motion  on  the  sabject  re- 
ferred to  in  these  documents,  bat  which  fJEuled 
from  its  requiring  a  majority  of  two-thirds.  He 
should  not,  at  tliig  moment,  renew  the  motion, 
but  he  gave  notice  that  be  shoold  do  so  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  unless  the  privileged  ques- 
tion (the  duelling  report)  was  sooner  disposed 
of.  Be  then  moved  to  refer  the  foregoing  papers 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  they  be  printed ;  agreed  to. 


Feidat,  May  11. 
Treasury  Note». 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oambkblexo,  the  commit- 
tee took  up  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act 
q>proved  the  twelfth  day  of  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  "  to  authorize  the 
isMiing  of  Treasury  notes." 

Mr.  Oambbblbno  oongratnlated  the  commit- 
tee on  the  resumption  of  its  labors  after  so  long 
an  interval.  The  delay  was  unfortunate.  It 
had  been  not  only  embarrassing  to  the  Treasury, 
but  highly  injurious  to  the  public  creditors,  and 
to  all  m  any  manner  connected  with  the  public 
service.  It  is  an  extraordinary  occurrence,  that 
a  Government,  whose  actual  resources,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  annual  receipts  and  expenditures, 
were  more  ample  than  those  of  any  other  Gov- 
ernment, should,  by  mere  delay  in  lej^lation, 
be  unable  to  discharge  its  obligations  for  cur- 
rent expenditures. 

All  that  the  Treasury  requires  is  the  foil  ben- 
efit of  the  act  of  the  12th  October,  as  iA  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  under  consideration.  That 
act  authorized  an  issne  often  millions  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  redeemable  in  twelve  months  lh)m 
the  date  when  issned,  for  the'-'nprpose  of  en- 
abling the  Oovemment  to  coUe^  in  the  mean 
time,  an  equal  amount  which  was  receivable  in 
1888  from  our  banks  and  merchants.  Had  these 
Treasury  notes  been  redeemed  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  twelve  months,  that  is,  between  Oc- 
tober 1838,  and  June  1839,  the  Treasury  would 
have  .been  able  to  meet  all  its  engagraients 
without  any  other  financial  measure. 

We  have  heard  much  here  and  elsewhere 
about  a  bankrupt  Treasury,  loans  and  a  public 
debt  Such  statements  and  anticipations  are 
without  foundation.  Were  it  otherwise,  I  trust 
the  bankruptcy  of  our  Treasury,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  a  public  debt,  would  not  be  subjects  of 
rejoicing.  The  country  was  in  the  midst  of  a 
commercial  revulsion,  and  Ck>ngress  assembled 
for  the  purpose  of  exercising  all  its  constitu- 
tional powers,  through  its  miancial  measures, 
to  relieve  trade  as  far  as  it  was  practicable. 
There  was  no  bankruptcy  of  the  Treasury.  The 
resources  of  the  Government  were  ample,  bat 
tbe  (Hiblio  orediton  were  unable  to  meet  their 


engagements.  We  had  extended  the  credit  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  one,  two,  ai 
three  years,  and  were  aboat  to  portpoMlk 
payment  of  our  custom-house  bonds  to  tvdn 
and  fifteen  months,  and  the  debt  of  the  dcfoit 
bonks  -still  l<mger.  Thns  twenty  milliani  i 
dollars  of  the  revenue  of  1887,  and  pceriM 
years,  were  postponed  to  1888,  '89,  and^40L  To 
grant  this  indulgence,  it  was  necessary  to  ub 
a  temporary  use  of  oar  credit  for  oae-bitf  tk 
amount  of  our  existing  resources.  Sndi  n 
the  origin  of  the -Treasury  note  act  of  Octobtt 
The  present  embarrassment  of  the  Tietw; 
does  not  arise  from  any  defidency  <^  resooto, 
but  from  the  mode  of  executing  the  act  of  Ot 
tober.  The  rate  of  interest  on  the  notes  wa 
discretionary  with  the  President,  not  exeeeda; 
six  per  ooit.  per  annum.  Bad  he  directed  nat 
to  be  issued  under  six  per  cent.,  most  of  thm 
would  have  been  taken  up  by  capitalists  or  r- 
mitted  abroad,  the  Treasury  would  have  bea 
protected,  and  no  suppIemenUury  act  would  Inn 
been  necessary.  But  there  existed  a  snspenaoi 
of  specie  payments,  aderangement  of  excbaim 
and  severe  commercial  embarrassment.  lie- 
immediate  interest  of  the  Treasury  was  dtoMd 
subordinate  to  the  general  intereets'*^  tbtctn- 
try.  These  interests  wwe  o<wsnIted  bj  ft^ 
nishing  the  public  debtors  with  an  adiUtioiil 
medium  of  payment,  and  different  sectians  d 
the  Union  with  facilities  of  exchange.  Nwir 
two  millions  were  issued  at  a  nominal  nt«if 
interest,  nearly  three  at  two  per  cent.,  and  ow 
four  millions  at  five  per  cent.  They  wer«  M- 
sequently  paid  into  the  Treasury  nine  nuotb 
before  they  were  due ;  .>nd  this  is  the  otigiii  d 
its  temporary  embarrassment. 


Wkdnbsdat,  May  16. 
l^eatwry  Note*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oaicbbsibto,  the  Bogs* 
took  np  the  "bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  setV 
proved  the  12th  of  October,  1887,  to  authoi* 
the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,"  reported  U* 
evening,  fh)m  the  Committee  of  the  TTijoteoi 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HoFFMAK  inquired  whethw  it  ww  ii>- 
tended  by  this  bill,  that  the  Treasniy  nota 
issued,  and  paid  back  into  the  Treasury,  sbooU 
be  canoeJlea  as  they  came  in  f  And  wi"  *^ 
power  to  issue  spire  on  the  81st  of  Deoemlw, 
1888,  as  in  the     ♦.  of  the  12th  of  October  I 

Mr.  C  .wBBU  >  expUuned  that,  as  tbe  biH 
originally  itood,  according  to  his  oMutnctioo 
of  it,  i»-"'«rried  witk  it  all  the  proviaonsrftM 
act;  but  some  doubts  having  been  e*^*?*: 
by  various  gentlemen,  to  obviate  them,  iio  W 
extended  the  douse  by  inserting  the  wo™ 
"  subject  to  all  the  cenditiws,  limitatioos,  m 
roBtrfctions"  of  thatsK  Consequently,  tM 
bill  would  expu-e  at  If-  .  time  indicated  m  »• 
antecedent  one.  ., 

Mr.  BoFM AK  admitted  that  he  had  not  puH 
strict  attention  to  the  unoidmeot  at  tbe  tuM 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  GONOBBSa 


067 


si>  Sou:] 


ISrtaiurf  Nttm. 


[Mat,  1888. 


it  was  offered.  He  expressed  his  dissent  from 
the  mode  of  rdief  propoeed.  Treasury  notes 
-were  objectionable,  Deoaase  they  were  nnpro- 
dnotive,  and  always  would  be  depreciated; 
and  qnoted,  in  proof  of  this,  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Gallatin.  He  adverted  to  the  free  banking 
scheme,  which  was,  as  yet,  an  untried  experi- 
ment, and  stated  his  objections  to  some  of  its 
features.  In  reference  to  any  mode  of  relief 
be  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  a  direct  loan. 

Mr.  'Wise  said  it  was  extraordinary  that  the 
financiers  of  the  Government  should  say  that 
tiiey  had  abundant  means,  and  yet  should  be 
compelled  to  use  their  credit  to  raise  money ; 
and  be  made  statements  to  show  that  the  dis- 
tress and  embarrassment  which  hod  fallen  upon 
the  Government  and  the  merchants,  had  also 
reached  the  mass  of  the  community,  and  was 
most  oppressive  in  the  valley  of  the  Missisnppi. 
When  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  was  first  pro- 
posed, the  same  story  of  abundant  means  and 
temporary  expedients  was  held  out,  and  it  was 
aaid  that  time  was  wanted  for  the  merchants  to 
pay  their  bonds,  for  the  deposit  banks  to  pay 
what  they  owed,  and  the  issue  of  Treasnnr 
notes  would  accomplish  all  that  was  desired. 
All  this  had  been  granted,  and  now,  in  the  same 
way,  more  time  was  asked,  and  the  issuing  of 
more  Treasury  notes.    He  referred  to  the  ob- 

J lection  that  there  was  not  time  to  negotiate  a 
oan,  and  said  he  thought,  though  he  was  not 
authorized  to  say  so,  that  Nicholas  Biddle 
would  take  the  loar,  and  pay  the  ten  millions 
in  ^cie.  That  monster,  he  said,  had  with- 
stood the  colossal  power  of  the  Government 
when  it  was  colossal ;  id  had  maintained  tlie 
credit  of  his  bank  at  home  and  abroad ;  and 
now  that  the  Government  was  weak,  and  was 
brooght  into  contempt  everywhere,  Nicholas 
Biddle  was  able  to  loan  the  ten  millions  which 
the  Government  required  to  sustain  their  fiscal 
operations. 

He  compared  the  present  issue  with  that  of 
continent^  money  under  the  Confederation, 
and  called  this  the  least  valuable  promise,  be- 
canse  it  was  not  prteiaiti,  but  proaenti  »ohen- 
Aufii'iH'fuUro ;  and,  after  describing  a  note  of 
the  old  emission,  he  showed  and  described  a 
caricature  of  the  Treasury  notes,  and  inferred 
that  the  people  held  such  expedients  of  the 
Gk>vemment  in  derision.  He  would  aid  the 
Ch>vernment  with  all  needful  funds,  but  he  pre- 
ferred the  direct,  open  manner  of  a  loan. 
*.  Mr.  BTiTDSf  replied  to  sor-  «f  Uie  attacks 
made  upon  the  Administrat  ,■  and^ontended 
that  the  proposed  mode  of  obtaining  funds  was 
adopted  in  order  to  preve-it  a  pre»  ■  upon 
the  merchants,  who  had  asked  for  extension, 
and  to  prevent  a  sudden  and  oppressive  call 
upon  the  States  for  the  moneys  depodted  with 
them.  It  was  a  measure  intended  to  aid  and 
relieve  the  country.  F'uce  the  light  of  knowl- 
edge had  burst  upon  th  -orld,  and  the  wicked- 
ness of  the  rulers  had  been  exposed,  there  was 
little  danger  that  the  people  could  be  long 
enslaved;  aitd  it  was  in  conseqaeDoe  of  the 


enlightened  condition  of  the  age  that  the 
dominance  of  the  bank  had  been  resisted  and 
cmshed. 

Mr.  0ABLAI7D,  of  Louisiana,  commented  tq;>oii 
the  extraordinary  character  of  the  President's 
Message,  and  the  communication  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  continued  at  length 
an  investigation  of  various  questions  connected 
with  the  state  of  the  currency,  insisting  that  a 
loan  was  preferable  to  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes,  and  that  a  loan  could  be  readily  and 
speedily  negotiated  in  this  country ;  and  de- 
fending the  conduct  of  the  United  States  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  purchase  of  cotton,  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  Southern  planters,  and 
paying  the  foreign  debt  of  the  country.  He 
maintained  that  it  was  better  to  resort  to  a  loan 
in  Europe,  rather  than  to  this  measure,  and 
supported  that  ground  by  reference  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  in  past  times,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  times  of  Washington,  Jefferson, 
and  Madison,  who  had  all  been  in  favor  of  that 
mode  of  obtaining  necessary  supplies. 

Mr.  OvsHMAN  remarked  that  the  subject  had 
been  fully  discussed,  and  the  hour  was  late,  so 
he  moved  the  previous  question,  which  call  was 
sustained,  and  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Gbskssll  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon,  which  was  the  engrossment  of  the  Ml; 
and  they  were — 

Tkas. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodbead, 
Brdnson,  Bynom,  Cambreleng,  John  Campbell,  Casey, 
ChSpman,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Couy, 
.Cushman,  Davee,  DeGrafl^  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Ed- 
wards, Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry, 
Gallup,  James  Oarland,  Glascock,  Gnmtland,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley, 
In^iam,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nat. 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kelm,  Kemble,  Gilmore, 
Klingensmitb,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Loomis,  James  K.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert 
McCIellan,  Abrabam  McGIeUan,  McClore,  Miller, 
Mon^mery,  lusrgan,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Par- 
ker, Parmenter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Fbelps,  Hck- 
ens,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reily,  Rhett, 
Richardson,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spen- 
cer, Steuart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Tumey, 
Vail,  Wagner,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, Jared  W.  WiUiams,  Wortbington,  and  Tell 
— 10«. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bor- 
den, Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon, 
William  K  Campbell,  Garter,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Cbilds,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Ciishing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis, 
Dunn,  Evans,  Everet^  £ving,  Richard  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Graham,  Wil- 
liam Graham,  Graves,  Orennell,  Halstead,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hofiffaian,  Hopkins, 
Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson,  William  Cost 
Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  MiUigan, 
Mitchell,  0.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Patterson,  Peek, 
Pope.  Potts,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway, 
Bobwtson,  Bobioeon,  Bomsey,  Bossell,  Sei|iBant| 
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Chariee  ^epuxl,  Shields,  Sibley,  Blade,  Soatl^^, 
Stanly,  StrattoD,  Taliaferro,  Thompeon,  TilUngbaat, 
Toland,  Underwood,  Albert  a  White,  John  White, 
EUiha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  WU- 
liams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
Wise,  and  Yorke— 09. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  with  instmctions  to  re- 
port a  bill  to  anthorize  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  event 
that  they  conid  not  be  sold  in  time,  then  to  an- 
thorize the  issne  of  two  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  for  the  immediate  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  also  to  authorize  a  loan  of  snch  sam 
as  might  be  necessary  for  the  actual  wants  of 
the  Government,  until  such  sale  can  be  made. 

This  motion  was  out  off  by  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  the  bill  was  passed. 
•    The  question  being  on  adopting  the  title, 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"to  carry  into  effect  the  act  approved  the  12th 
day  of  October,  1837 ; "  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fletohrb,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
insert  the  following:  "to  meet  the  current 
expenses  of  the  Government;"  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  titie,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rabiden  said,  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
himself  and  his  friends  in  a  correct  attitude  be- 
fore this  nation,  he  wo'uld  ^ve  notice  that  he 
shonld  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed.  He  preferred  the 
amendments  prt^iodng  to  provide  means  partly 
by  loan,  and  partly  by  Treasury  notes,  to  meet 
the  immediate  wants  of  the  Government,  thoogh 
he  should  still  vote  for  the  bill  if  that  proposi- 
tion should  be  rejected. 


IN  SBNATK 

WxDNSsDAT,  ilay  16. 
JBanh  Note*  for  Chtemmmt  Duet. 

Mr.  Wbioht,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  joint  resolution 
sabnutted  by  Mr.  Clat,  proposing  to  make 
bank  notes  receivable  and  payable  in  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  Government, 
made  a  detailed  report 

Mr.  Bentok  moved  that  the  report  be  print- 
ed ;  which  motion  was  carried. 

Mr,  Allen  would  only  observe  that  this  was 
a  very  important  paper,  embracing  a  subject  all 
interesting  to  the  whole  people  of  this  country. 
It  was  also  very  long  and  elaborate — too  much 
so  to  undergo  a  very  extensive  publication  by 
theordinary  public  journals  of  the  country.  To 
supply  its  absence  from  these  journals  would 
require  a  very  large  number  of  copies  to  be 
printed  by  order  of  the  Senate.  In  looking  into 
the  jonrnals  of  the  Senate  to  see  what  had  been 
the  practice  of  the  Senate  on  tlie  subject,  he 
foona  that  the  report  made  by  the  po«t  office 
oommittee  in  1884,  was  orderM  to  be  printed 
with  an  extra  uomMr  of  o^piea^  amopating  to 


80,000.  He  also  found  that  the  nnmeroaa  do*- 
uments  appended  to  this  repcnrt  were  ordend 
to  be  printed  to  the  number  of  80,000.  The 
order  for  this  printing  passed  the  Senate  by  a 
vote  of  26  to  14.  Mr.  A.  here,  at  the  raqueit 
of  several  gentiemen,  read  the  yeas  and  naya  <m 
the  occasion  referred  to.  Believing  thisdoeB- 
ment  to  be  much  more  important  than  the  poet 
office  report  of  1884,  and  that  it  was  'w.K.nti.^ 
that  the  people  should  have  the  fullest  in£arm»- 
tion  on  tne  interesting  subject  involved,  he  was 
for  printing  the  largest  number  of  copies  that 
had  ever  been  ordered  in  that  body — whidi 
was  80,000. 

Mr.  Clay  expressed  himself  willing  to  vote 
for  the  printing,  and  he  only  wished  gei^einea 
to  agree  among  themselves  what  number  tbey 
wanted,  and  he  would  vote  for  it.  Be  w« 
surprised,  however,  that  the  ch^rman  of  tiie 
oommittee  had  not  thought  fit  to  move  scnne 
diqKMition  of  the  resolution  upon  which  Uii* 
report  was  made.  It  had  been  a  sofficieBt  tine 
before  the  committee,  and  fixMU  the  importanea 
of  the  subject,  the  public  would  expect  aoma 
action  on  it 

Mr.  MoBBiB  entirdy  concurred  with  his  ed- 
league  as  to  the  importance  of  the  doonment 
just  read.  He  thought  it  was  just  such  a  paper 
as  ought  to  be  extensively  circulated  to  dinbnse 
the  public  mind  on  this  important  subject  If 
he  could  call  back  the  money  which  had  been 
expended  in  printing  this  session,  he  would  will- 
ingly go  to  the  expense  of  printing  half  a  mil- 
lion of  copies ;  bat  as  that  could  not  be  done, 
he  was  wUling  to  go  to  the  extent  moved  bj  hia 
colleague. 

The  question  on  printing  80,000  copies,  waa 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Teas. — Hessra.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Gnmdy,  Hub- 
bard, liumpkin,  Horns,  Uouton,  Niles,  KorreO, 
Herce,  RMoe,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Connecdcvt, 
Strange,  Trotter,  Webster,  Williams,  and  Tooiv 
—88. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bacfaanan,  Clay  of  KentiM^,  Clay. 
ton,  Crittendeii,  Davis,  King,  Knigfat,  HcEean,  Ua- 
ridi,  Nicholas,  Robbing,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Spcnce,  Swift,  xSmadgc,  Tipton,  and 
White— 19. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESEXTATIVES, 

Thitbsdat,  May  17. 
TYeatury  Note  BUI. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Bajodkk  to  reoonmder  the 
vote  on  the  passage  of  this  bill  was  annoonoed 
by  tiie  Chaib. 

Mr.  Rabidkn  explained  that  he  was  in  favqc 
of  voting  all  necessary  supplies  to  the  Govern- 
ment, bat  differed  with  tne  migority  of  tin 
House  as  to  the  proper  mode.  He  praferred  a 
partial  issne  of  Treasury  notes,  and  the  remain- 
der to  be  raised  by  a  direct  loan.  Be  added, 
that  time  was  of  Ui  more  importance  at  this 
period  of  the  aession  than  the  mode  of  raising 
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means;  and,  so  ftr  from  desiring  tobrinffona 
protraeted  debate,  he  would  himself^  snoold 
SQch  spring  np,  vote  for  the  previoas  qnestion. 
He  only  wanted  an  opportonity  for  himself  and 
his  friends  to  place  their  names  on  the  record, 
JO  that  they  oonld  not  be  misunderstood. 

Mr.  Boon  thought  this  measure  had  already 
been  debated  long  enough ;  and  he,  therefore, 
moved  the  previous  question.  The  House  sec- 
onded the  demand,  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  Bbokson  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered : 

YxAS. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Ilcman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Belt,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bonien, 
Brigga,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  CainplitfU, 
Carter,  Chambere,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Coftin, 
C-orwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Davies, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewinp,  H.  Flotdier, 
Fillmore,  James  Gariand,  Rice  Oarlaiid,  Goudo,  J. 
Graham,  W.Oraham,  Graves,  Orennell,  Hall,  Halstead, 
Elarian,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoff- 
maa,  Hopkins,  R  H.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  H..Jolmaoa, 
W.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Kilgore,  Lincoln,  Marvin, 
James  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Max- 
iretl,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Meroer,  Milligan,  Mitchell, 
UaMhiM  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Pat- 
terson, Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  Randen,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Bencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Robinson,  Rumsey, 
Euaaell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Sonthgate, 
Stanly,  Steuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White, 
John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Yorke— 110. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beine,  Bidnell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynom,  Cambreleng, 
John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Bavee,  De- 
jrair,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Far- 
■ington,  Faii^eld,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup, 
[Glascock,  Grantland,^  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Hajnes, 
Elolsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Wm.  H.  Hunter, 
[ngbam,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Ougensmith,  Legare,  Leadl>ctter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
[xramis,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  Abraham 
IfcClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Koi^gan,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Par- 
nenter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reilly,  Bhett,  Richardson, 
Sives,  Sheffer,  Shcplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Taylor, 
Phomas,  Titua,  Toucey,  Tumey,  Vail,  Vanderveer, 
SVagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
fared  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  and  Tell— 109. 

The  Chair  voting  in  the  negative,  the  motioa 
,o  reconsider  was  lost. 


IS  BBKATE. 

Fbidat,  May  18. 
litatuiTf  Note*. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wsiobt:  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 


House  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes. 

Mr.  Clax,  of  Kentucky,  observed  that  this  hill 
came  to  the  Senate  yesterday  after  12  o'clock, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance,  and  re- 
ported back  by  them  in  the  course  of  Uie  after- 
noon. He  wanted  to  inquire  of  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  whether  they  had  anthority 
from  the  Senate  to  meet  while  the  Senate  was 
inaearion. 

Mr.  WBiairr  would  answer  the  Senator  by 
saying,  that  no  authority  was  given  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  committee  to  meet  during  Uie  session 
of  that  day,  nor  did  any  member  of  the  com- 
mittee leave  the  chamt>er,  to  his  knowledge. 
The  bill  was  submitted  to  each  meml>er  of  the 
committee  in  his  place,  three  of  whom  concur- 
red with  him  in  favor  oi^  and  in  reporting,  the 
bill  without  amendment ;  the  others,  aathoriz- 
ing  the  report,  though  dissenting  from  the  bill. . 

Mr.  Wbbstbb  said  he  did  not  expect  to  be 
called  on  to  vote  for  the  engrossment  of  this* 
bill  at  so  early  a  period  after  its  reception  from 
the  other  branch.  Scarcely  twenty-four  hours 
had  elapsed,  and  yet  the  question  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  its  third  reading  was  called  for. 
Before  he  gave  his  vote,  he  proposed  to  say  a 
few  words  in  relation  to  the  subject.  He  begged 
leave  to  disclaim  any  dispodtion  to  thwart  the 
measures  necessary  to  carry  on  the  Grovem- 
ment,  and  desired  that  it  might  be  distinctly 
understood  that  he  wished  the  Government 
aided  in  carrying  on  all  the  great  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  such  as  roads,  harbors, 
etc.,  in  which  it  was  engaged.  He  was  of  opin- 
ion, however,  that  there  were  other  modes  of 
raising  means  that  might  be  resorted  to,  less 
objectionable  than  that  proposed  by  the  bill 
before  them.  At  the  last  extra  session  he  had 
voted  for  the  issue  of  ten  millions  in  Treasury 
notes,  and  he  did  not  regret  it,  because,  at  ihtt 
time,  he  considered  it  necessary  to  provide 
present  relict  Congress  had  been  called  to- 
gether by  the  President  in  a  case  of  great  and 
extraordinary  emergency ;  and  yet  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  friendis  of  the  Administra- 
tion had  avowed  their  determination  never  to 
vote  for  another  issne  of  these  notes.  One 
great  objection  he  had  to  this  money  was,  that 
it  was  continually  falling  below  par,  and  the 
Government,,  therefore,  instead  of  paying  its 
agents,  and  public  servants  in  the  constitutional 
currency  of  the  country,  would  be  paying  them 
in  depreciated  paper.  Another  objection  pre- 
sented itself  to  his  mind ;  which  was,  that  it 
was  bad  policy  to  get  into  the  habit  of  raising 
money  by  such  means.  There  was  now  no  ex- 
igency, no  very  particular  emergency;  at  all 
events,  it  had  not  been  made  to  appear  that 
there  was  an  emergency  to  justify  such  a  step. 
Congress  had  already  been  in  session  five  good 
months,  and  yet  we  had  heard  nothing  of  snok 
a  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the  Treasury.  In  foot, 
there  could  be  no  crisis  now  which  a  Tigilant, 
systematic,  and  prudent  ofiBosr  would  not  hare 
earlier  foreseen.    Mr.  W.  contended  that  the 
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bill  was  defective,  inasmach  M  it  did  not  renew 
the  penalties,  and  neither  did  it  impose  the 
same  dnties  on  collectors.  &o.,  as  in  the  former 
bill ;  and  he  contended  that  if  the  money  were 
so  mnch  wanted,  the  proper  mode  to  raise  it 
would  be  by  loan. 

Mr.  "W.  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  limiting 
the  issne  to  two  millions  of  dollars,  to  meet 
such  bills  as  might  be  immediately  doe. 

Mr.  Wbioht  observed  that  he  should  en- 
deavor, 80  far  as  was  in  his  power,  to  discharge 
what  was  his  duty  in  regard  to  this  bill,  with- 
<rat  protracting  debate. 

Still  some  portion  of  the  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator firom  Massachusetts  seemed  entitled  to  at- 
tention. One  was  his  commendation  of  the 
sound  and  valuable  principle  of  paying  the  pub- 
lic creditor  in  what  was  equivalent  to  specie, 
and  he  was  gratified  to  find  that  the  Senator 
would  go  with  him  in  favor  of  the  principle 
that  was  not  less  valuable,  that  of  preserving 
*the  faith  of  the  Government.  The  report  of  his 
(Mr.  W.)  to  which  the  Senator  alluded,  was  an 
argument  to  show  that  it  was  highly  improper 
for  this  Government  to  make  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  its  debts  of  the  paper  of  local  corpora- 
tions ;  and  he  confessed  t)iat  to  some  Extent 
that  argument  might  be  applied  to  paper  issued 
upon  ute  authority,  faith,  and  credit  of  the 
Government  itself.  Then  the  gentleman  would 
ask  him,  why  did  be  urge  this  bill  ?  He  an- 
Bwered,  because  he  believed  the  necessity  ex- 
isted for  it.  We  are  told  by  the  Head  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  that  even  in  means  of 
this  character  the  Treasury  is  so  limited,  that 
it  b  in  danger  from  day  to  day  of  being  com- 
pelled to  turn  its  creditors  fh>m  the  door. 

The  gentleman  had  contended  that  there  was 
no  imminent  necessity  for  passing  this  bill. 
Wonld  the  gentleman  tell  him  why  there  was 
not  t  He  says  the  Senate,  so  fitr  as  it  is  con- 
cerned, has  given  authority  to  sell  the  bonds 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He,  (Mr. 
W.,)  remembered  that  the  only  voicO  raised 

Xinst  that  ineasure  was  that  of  the  Senator 
iself,  on  the  ground  that  we  could  not  sell 
these  bonds  upon  the  terms  prescribed,  in  this 
conntry,  and  that  there  was  not  time  to  send 
them  abroad  for  sale.  He,  (Mr.  W. ,)  felt  the  force 
of  that  suggestion,  and  submitted  to  the  Senator 
that  it  would  be  necessary  for  Clongress  to  pro- 
vide sufficient  means  for  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, by  authorizing  an  issue  of  Treasury 
notes,  or  by  a  loan,  and  added  that,  if  the  bonds 
did  sell,  it  would  supersede  the  issne  of  Treas- 
urynotes  to  the  amount  they  might  sell  for. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  bill  before  us  is 
not  broad  enough  to  accomplish  its  oj^ect.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  did  not  apprehend  any  difficulty  on 
that  score.  But  he  spoke  with  great  distrust 
of  his  own  judgment,  as  to  construction  of  lav, 
when  the  distinguished  authority  of  the  Senator 
was  aminst  him.  He  found,  however,  the  bill 
to  read: 

Se  U  enaettd.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
irith  the  approbation  of  the  Preadent  of  the  United 


States,  to  hereby  amfaorized  to  oniae  Treaaory  bomb 
to  be  issued,  according  to  the  proTisons  contamwd 
in,  and  sul^ect  to  all  we  oonditkHis,  limiUtioDs,  and 
restrictions  of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authioriK 
the  issuing  of  Troasury  notes,"  approved  the  tweliUi 
day  of  October  last,  in  place  of  such  notes  as  have 
been,  or  may  be  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  act 
aforesaid,  and  which  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be, 
paid  into  the  Treasury  and  cancelled. 

Now,  as  far  as  his  comprehension  extended, 
the  clause  just  read  brings  the  whole  of  the  •* 
of  the  extra  session  forward,  and  makes  it  ap- 
plicable to  this  bill.  Would  it  be  pretended 
that  under  this  law  a  note  could  be  issued  bear- 
ing more  than  ux  per  cent  interest  t 

Mr.  Webstbk.    No. 

Mr.  Wkobt.  Would  it  be  pret^ided  that 
they  could  issne  more  than  ten  millions  t 

Mr.  Webster.    Yea. 

Mr.  Wbioht  here  read  from  the  bill,  to  show 
that  notes  can  only  be  issued  in  place  of  tbo« 
that  came  in.  Again  :  the  notes  issaed  vnder 
the  authority  of  this  law  are  made  reoeivabla 
in  payment  of  all  dues  to  this  Govemmoit 
Was  there  any  doubt  of  this  ? 

Mr.  Webster.    No. 

Mr.  Wrioht.  Then  it  appears  that,  with  one 
exception,  all  the  substantive  provisions  of  the 
law  of  the  extra  session  are  made  applicable  to 
this,  except  the  penal  enactments.  As  a  law- 
yer, he  should  as  confidently  say  that  theae  en- 
actments were  brought  forward  as  the  otliera. 
But  this  was  not  material.  I  find,  said  he,  that, 
as  far  as  the  action  of  the  Senate  is  coooemed, 
the  case  is  already  provided  for,  independently, 
by  a  bill  just  parsed  to  punish  the  counterfeit- 
ing of  these  notes,  and  by  a  general  law  of  Con- 
gress in  relation  to  the  punishment  of  crinxs^ 
passed  in  1826,  enumerating  the  oonnterfeithif 
of  Treasury  notes  as  one  of  the  crimes  to  be 
punished.  Again:  at  the  present  sesaon  the 
Judiciary  Committee  have  provided  for  a  sup- 
posed eamt  omittia  found  in  both  laws,  which 
was,  that  there  was  no  provision  made  to  pun- 
ish persons  who  should  have  in  their  possession 
counterfeit  Treasury  notes  with  intent  to  pass 
them.  The  Senate  had  passed  this  bill  and  seat 
it  to  the  other  House. 

But  the  Senator  suggests  that  there  are  no 
statements,  and  that,  therefore,  we  do  not  know 
tliat  the  Treasury  needs  this  supply.  His  men- 
ory  told  him  that  the  wants  of  the  Treasnry 
were  so  imperious  as  to  require  a  special  «n» 
munication  from  the  Prewdent  of  the  United 
States ;  that  that  communication  was  made  to 
both  Houses,  and  was  accompanied  by  one  fWan 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  that  that  mes- 
sage recommended  this  mode  of  providing  fer 
the  exigency,  and  it  seemed  to  him  emphaticaUy 
to  be  the  correct  one.  Bis  information,  as  Isle 
as  yesterday  morning,  was,  that  there  were  t«t 
150,000  of  Treasury  notes,  anthorized  by  the 
act  of  October,  that  remained  to  be  iasoed ;  and 
that  there  were  but  some  $200,000  in  the  Treas- 
ury scattered  over  the  whole  country.  Why 
are  we  brought  to  this  state  ot  things?    The 
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Senator  told  us  that,  after  pawing  the  law  of 
October,  it  was  nnderstood  that  one  of  Hua 
oharooter  wonid  not  be  called  for  ag«n.  Bnt 
the  Senator  did  not  recollect-  the  change  that 
was  given  to  that  act  in  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives. It  passed  this  Honse  withont  any 
provision  as  to  a  reissue  of  the  notes,  bnt  it 
came  back  from  the  Hoose  with  an  interdiction 
on  soch  reissue ;  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  remembered 
well,  in  moving  for  a  concurrence  with  this 
amendment,  that  he  said  that  the  bill  thus 
amended  would  answer  till  the  next  session  of 
Ciongress,  when  further  provision  could  be 
made,  if  necessary.  By  making  these  notes  re- 
ceivable for  the  dues  of  the  Government,  nearly 
six  of  the  ten  millions  had  been  redeemed,  and 
aH  our  revenue  coming  in  oomes  in  that  paper. 
The  revenue  is  as  large  as  was  anticipated,  bnt 
there  was  no  money  coming  in ;  and,  though 
they  had  issned  ten  millions  of  paper  within 
$50,000,  they  were  now  but  four  millions  in 
debt,  the  balance  of  the  notes  having  been 
already  redeemed  and  cancelled.  It  was  not  by 
this  bill  that  they  were  incurring  one  dollar 
more  of  debt  than  was  authorized  by  the  act  of 
October  last.  We  have  been  told  of  the  depre- 
ciated character  of  this  paper.  He  believed 
that  some  of  the  prices  current  had  put  it  below 
t>ank  paper,  though  that  was  at  one  single  point 
Of  the  Union  only.  New  York ;  bnt  it  was  now 
quoted  there  and  at  Philadelphia,  three  or  four 
per  cent  higher  than  that  paper  (United  States 
Bank  notes)  which  is  held  in  such  high  estima- 
tion by  the  gentleman  and  his  friends.  His  in- 
formation told  him  that  Treasury  notes  were 
higher  at  the  South  than  any  bank  paper.  In 
Philadelphia  it  was  also  higher,  though  in  New 
Tork  it  might  be  quoted  a  trifle  lower.  That, 
however,  was  not  the  point.  The  question 
was,  what  were  they  to  dot  We  cannot,  by 
oor  fiat  here,  place  money  in  the  Treasury  at  a 
moment's  warning.  Tlien  can  we  do  any  thing 
better  than  to  give  to  the  creditors  of  the  Gov- 
ernment the  best  paper  in  our  power — that  is- 
sned upon  the  fmth  and  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment itself?  The  limitation  proposed  by  the 
Senator's  amendment  would  not  answer.  Who 
oould  tell  how  soon  it  would  come  back  again  ? 
and  how  long  would  two  millions  last,  when  in 
the  single  port  of  New  Tork  it  comes  in  at  the 
rate  of  $300,000  per  week  ? 

Mr.  Wkbsteb  said  the  candor  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  has  put  this  bill  on  the  ground 
which  expresses  the  different  opinions  between 
him  aud  myself  exactly ;  and  I  am  desirous  that 
it  aheuld  be  nnderstood  that  what  he  says  in 
fiiTor  of  Government  paper  money  goes  to  make 
it,  on  the  whole,  bnt  little  better  than  the  bad 
money  of  broken  banks.  The  Senator  says  it 
is  at  least  as  good  as  theirs,  which  is  twenty  or 
twen^-ftve  per  cent,  below  par.  Have  we  con- 
tracted with  our  army,  oar  navy,  and  the  Judges 
of  our  courts,  to  pay  them  in  something  but  a 
little  better  than  the  depreciated  paper  of  the 
banks? 

We  have  heard  mnch  said  abont  the  pq>er 


party,  the  advocates  of  a  fapet  system,  and  a 

raper  Government.  Let  us  see  who  they  are, 
insist  that  the  month  of  the  Administration 
is  shut  on  this  subject ;  for  all  they  propose  to 
pay  out  is  not  gold  and  silver ;  and  if  we  can- 
not pay  our  own  debts  in  specie,  or  its  equiva- 
lent, how  can  we  demand  it  of  others?  What 
is  the  argument  of  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  committee,  bnt  an  acknowledgment  that  we 
cannot  pay  our  debts  ?  He  asks  what  can  be 
done  f  Sir,  I  will  tell  him.  If  Treasury  notes 
are  iscned,  all  bearing  an  interest  of  five  or  six 
per  cent.,  and  sold  to  supply  us  with  the  means 
of  paying  what  is  due  from  the  Government, 
our  credit  and  punctuality  will  be  sustained. 
He  proposes  that  they  shall  not  be  payable 
nnder  a  year.  Let  ns  issue  them  so,  bearing  an 
interest  of  five  or  six  per  cent.,  and  sell  them  in 
the  market,  and  in  two  hours  the  Government 
will  be  able  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it. 
Why  should  this  not  be  done  ?  Sir,  I  put  the 
question  to  Congress  and  to  the  countty.  They 
may  not  sell  at  par,  but  why  not  sell  them  not- 
withstanding ?  If  it  is  not  done,  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  properly  pay  its  debts ;  and  who, 
in  that  case,  is  to  beiar  the  misfortune — the 
Govenmient  itself,  or  its  individual  creditors  ? 
The  Senator  is  averse  to  this  method,  because 
there  is  an  exigency  in  the  condition  of  the 
Government,  and  it  cannot  pay  its  debts  with> 
out  a  sacrifice.  Is  this  the  language  of  individ- 
uals ?  If  there  must  be  a  loss  in  the  paynient 
of  a  debt,  on  whom  is  it  to  fall  ?  Does  an  indi- 
vidual say  he  would  have  to  sell  his  property 
cheap,  and,  therefore,  he  cannot  pay  ?  Sir,  there 
is  no  difficulty  in  the  way  to  prevent  the  Gov- 
ernment from  doing  as  I  have  proposed,  to 
maintun  the  credit  and  good  faith  of  the  coun- 
try ;  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  our  selling  our 
own  notes,  and  thus  raising  the  money,  and 
paying  according  to  contract. 

This  bill,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  will  not  have 
the  effect  to  revive  all  the  act  of  October  last. 
All  that  relates  to  the  duties  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  duly  provided  for ;  but  this 
bill  does  not  revive  the  third  section  of  the  law 
of  October,  relating  to  the  collector,  his  de- 
posits, and  receipts,  and  all  that;  and  I  say 
that  it  does  not  revive  the  penal  part  of  that 
law.  The  Senator  speaks  of  the  law  of  1825 
as  supplying  this  deficiency,  but  in  the  bill  of 
the  last  seseicm  he  thought  the  penal  provision 
necessaiy,  and  I  had  supposed  that  the  law  of 
1826  did  not  cover  exchequer  bills  subsequent 
to  that  period.  If  the  Senator  means  to  say 
that  this  bill  does  not  revive  those  provisions, 
then  I  say  that  it  does  not  accomplish  its  ob- 
ject in  that  reroect. 

The  four  or  five  millions  of  dollars  of  Treas- 
ury notes  are  now  outstanding.  The  gentleman 
says  that  they  are  all  received  for  the  customs 
and  at  the  land  offices,  and  therefore  the  Gov- 
ernment gets  no  money.  Is  it  not  the  reason 
of  the  distribution  of  these  Treasury  notes  that 
they  are  to  serve  the  same  purpose  as  to  get  the 
money?    These  reports  show  that  we  have  a 
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Government  enrrency,  and  have  not  any  thing 
iu  the  Treasnry  bnt  this  depreciated  paper,  and 
that  is  a  state  of  tilings  which  I  will  not  agree 
to  enoonrage.  I  am  opposed  now,  and  always 
have  been,  to  all  introdactioa  of  jpaper  money 
as  a  depreciated  currency  for  the  Treasnry,  and 
I  ask  again,  if  we  cannot  pay  our  own  dues  at 
par,  who  can  ? 

Hr.  Calhovn  said  that  he  had  not  heard, 
daring  the  whole  session,  a  stronger  argnment 
in  favor  of  the  policy,  that  the  Government 
shoold  keep  its  own  funds,  and  collect  them  in 
the  legal  and  ocmstitntional  cnrrency  of  the 
ooantry,  than  that  Just  delivered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Wibstkb.)  He 
entirely  ooncnrred  with  him  that  it  is  boond  to 

gay  its  creditors  in  the  legal  cnrrency,  and  the 
nportanoe  of  preserving  the  pnblio  faith  from 
the  slightest  blot.  But  to  accomplish  this,  the 
Government  most  always  be  kept  in  a  oondi- 
tion  to  meet  its  engagements,  and  how  conld 
this  be  done,  but  by  collecting  its  dnes  in  the 
legal  cnrrency,  and  keeping  it  in  its  own  ens- 
tody? 

But  while  he  tells  as  that  tb«  Government  is 
bound  to  pay  in  gaii  and  sUver,  and  that  noth- 
ing short  of  that  can  preserve  the  public  faith 
immaculate,  he  is  the  strenuous  advocate  of  col- 
lecting its  dnes  In  bank  notes  or  their  equiva- 
lent. The  fallacy  consists  in  supposing  that 
snob  notes  are  equivalent  to'speae.  There  is 
nothing  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver  bnt  them- 
selves. Nothing  else  can  legally  pay  debts,  or 
release  the  debtor  from  his  obli(^on  to  his 
«r#ditor.  This  the  Senator  asserts,  and  insists 
on  most  correctly.  How  then  can  bank  notes 
be  equivalent,  unless  tiiey  can  always  com- 
mand, without  the  possibility  of  failure,  the 
amount  of  gold  or  silver  that  they  call  for  ?  Is 
such  the  fact  ?  On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  no- 
torious that  the  €tovemment  has  millions  of 
bank  notes  collected,  when  the  banks  that  is- 
sued them  were  specie-paying  banks,  but  which 
cannot  now  command  a  cent  in  specie  !  And 
is  it  not  now  compelled  to  dishonor  its  credit, 
and  violate  its  faith,  because  it  collected  its 
does  in  bank  notes,  and  confided  the  safe-keep- 
ing of  its  funds  to  the  banks  ?  And  yet  while 
the  Senator  denounces  this  want  of  ability  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  he  is  the  strenuous 
advocate  to  renew  its  connection  with  the 
JtMtnks,  under  the  fallacious  idea  that  bank  notes 
and  bank  credit  are  equivalent  to  roecie ;  doing, 
in  a  word,  the  very  thing  again  whi(di  has  sub- 
jected the  Grovemment  to  the  necessity  which 
be  so  strongly  condemns  1  Worse  than  this: 
he  proposes  to  repeat  the  process,  when  it  is 
admitted  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Davis,)  and 
his  distingnished  fKend  behind  him,  (Mr.  C^at,) 
that  the  renewal  of  the  connection  most  again 
be  followed  in  a  shmt  time  by  another  explo- 
sion, when  again  the  Government  would  be 
compelled  to  do  what  the  Senator  so  justly 
and  strongly  ocmdemns  I 

The  Senator,  in  his  seal  to  presorve  the  pub- 
lic &ith,  reoommeaded  that  the  Tieasory  notes 


imthorized  to  be  issued  by  this  bill,  shoold  U 
made  to  bear  an  interest  of  6  per  cent,  and  be 
sold  for  money  instead  of  being  paid  to  tlu 
public  creditors.  He  did  not  explain  what  b« 
meant  by  money.  If  lie  means  gold  and  slrer, 
does  he  not  see  how  greatly  it  would  impede 
and  embarrass  the  resumption  of  spede  paj- 
ments  for  the  Government  to  go  into  the  mar- 
ket, and  draw  out  at  once  eight  or  ten  millkns 
of  specie  ?  Would  he  recommwd  that  at  tU< 
critical  moment,  when  the  banlcs  were  aboit 
to  resume  ?  If  he  means  bank  notes,  thea  h 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  to  adrae  Ae 
Government  to  exchange  its  credit  for  the  credit 
of  the  l>anks  of  New  York  and  Boston,  (the 
only  specie  payments  at  this  moment,)  tod  gire 
them  6  per  cent,  to  boot,  whoi  it  was  notoivn 
that  Treasnry  notes  were  at  par  in  both  tixm 
places,  and  would  be  better  over  the  wbolt 
South  and  West  than  the  very  notes  for  vbiek 
he  proposes  to  exchange  them  I  This  wodU 
certainly  be  a  very  gwxl  operation  for  thoit 
lianks,  but  would  be  a  very  bad  one  for  tl^ 
Government  and  people.  The  Senator  las 
spoken  of  Treasury  notes  as  being  depreoatei 
Such  was  not  the  fact.  They  had  been  abon 
par  everywhere,  habitually,  compared  with  the 
local  bank  notes,  except  daring  diort  into^ 
at  New  York ;  bat  th^  did  not  show  that  tb^ 
were  actually  depreciated.  We  all  know  tbt 
the  cnrrency  of  New  York  has  been  in  a  bi^ 
artificial  state,  from  the  necessity  its  buib 
were  under  to  resume  specie  payments  b;  i 
certain  day,  or  forfeit  thbir  charters.  The  nte 
of  her  exchanges  with  London  clewly  pnmi 
the  unnatural  condition  of  her  cnrrency.  The 
difference  in  her  fovor  was  £ar  greater  tbn 
could  be  explained  by  any  operation  of  em- 
meroe,  and  u  he  did  not  mistake,  was  great* 
than  the  depreciation  of  the  Treasary  wi» 
compared  with  her  local  cnrrency,  which  fc 
monstrates  that  they  have  not  been  depredated 
at  any  time,  compared  with  Londcai,  «bidi 
may  fairly  be  considered  the  standard  of  the 
currency  of  the  commercial  world.  Though  he 
regretted,  with  the  Senator,  that  the  Ganit 
ment  had  not  at  all  times  1>een  in  the  cMi^tiai 
to  meet  its  engagements  in  gold  and  alTer,  it 
was  some  conscdati(»i  to  reflect  that  snbstinti^ 
justice  had  been  done  to  its  creditors,  aa  &r« 
It  had  used  its  own  credit  thronghont  thiae» 
barrassing  and  painfbl  crisis. 

The  question  before  them  was  very  aiBipl^ 
The  Government  was  out  of  money,  and  thra 
were  but  two  ways  of  supplying  the  deflfljenfl 
— to  borrow  it,  or  to  use  its  own  credit;  J» 
theqnestion  was,  which  should  be  done  I  !» 
Senator  objected  strongly  to  tiie  latter,'  bnt  he 
could  not  possibly  be  more  opposed  to  it  •!« 
he  (Mr.  0.)  was  to  the  former.  It  is  aseleseto 
attempt  disguise.  Those  who  advocate  s  fcw>i 
mean  to  force  the  Government  to  exchange  it 
credit  for  that  of  the  banks.  To  give  «  ewj 
concepti(»i  how  the  blending  <rf  the  cfs^^J! 
the  Government  with  the  banks  operated,  bot» 
in  relation  to  indlTidoala^  and  the  GovetniiMBs 
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lie  would  illoatnUe  hu  oooeeption  bj  a  atete- 
ment  of  a  case.  Take  three  individaala,  near 
neighbora,  and  of  eqnal  wealth  and  credit :  say 
three  plantera,  each  worth  a  hnndred  thousand 
dcdiara,  free  of  debt,  and  of  equal  oharaoter  for 
fldality  in  meeting  their  engageuenta,  and  call 
them  A,  B,  and  O.  It  is  'manifest  that,  each 
being  «f  eqnal  credit,  neithw  would  think  of 
exchanging  his  credit  for  either  of  the  others, 
mnch  leas  of  paying  a  diflitrence  in  the  exchange. 
But  let  Qovecmnent  interfere  and  take  up  0, 
and  confer  banking  priTilegaa  upon  him — that 
ia,  onthoiize  his  promiasorj  notes  to  be  rectived 
in  its  does  and  the  pnrolune  of  its  domain,  and 
give  him  the  use  oi  its  ftands  between  the  pe- 
riods of  coUedaon  and  disbursements,  and  uiis 
•quality  will  be  destroyed.  A  and  B  woald 
BOW  call  it  an  accommodation  to  obt^n  O's 
iiotea  in  exchange  for  theirs;  nay,  O  would 
disdain  to  exchange,  wiless  the  one  should  en- 
dorse for  the  other,  and  pay  him  six  per  cent, 
diffisrence ;  and  to  this  exaction  they  wonld  be 
oompeUed  to  sabmit.    A,  for  instance,  wishes 

,  to  settle  a  son  in  the  West ;  and  for  the  purpose 
of  porchasing  land  from  the  GoTemment,  de- 
rires  to  raise  ten  thousand  dollars.  Neither  his 
note  nor  B's  can  buy  land ;  and  to  obtain  the 
means,  he  is  obliged  to  go  to  B,  get  his  en- 

I  dorsement,  which,  firora  his  perfect  confidooce 
in  his  neighbor,  he  gives  for  nothing,  and  giTes 
bis  note,  with  the  joint  credit  of  both,  in  ex- 
idiange  for  O's  note,  deducting  nearly  seven 
dcdlars  in  the  hundred,  or  nearly  seven  hun- 
dred on  the  wlxde.  Hu  son  puts  the  note  in 
his  pocket-book,  and  goes  off  to  the  West, 
where,  through  the  magic  of  banking  privi- 

,  leges,  it  ia  converted  into  solid  and  fertito  acres. 
Presently  tiie  Govei|nment  gets  out  of  mcmey ; 
vaA.  all  the  fH«kds  of  0  (a  numerous  host)  xeal- 
oosly  insist  that,  instead  of  using  its  own  notes, 
it  should  sell  them  to  0  in  exchanp;e  for  his, 
and  pay  the  same  dl&rence ;  and  thu  they  call 
a  loan— borrowing  money  I  The  thing  is  mon- 
atrooe. 

Thus  regarding  it,  he  has  long  considered 
piablio  loans  amongst  the  greatest  impositions ; 
and  he  was  accordingly  mortally  opposed  to  a 
pnblio  debt  When  there  was  a  denoit,  it  was 
better  by  ftr  for  the  Govwnment  to  use  its  own 
eredit  dlreoUy,  nor  did  he  believe  it  to  be  im- 
pcesible,  if  the  laws  which  govern  credit  and 
dronlation  were  fully  understood,  to  supersede 
S  reaort  to  any  other  resource,  without  bnrthen- 
ing  the  pnblio  with  the  heavy  and  pemioieos 
load  of  debt,  contracted  for  the  most  part  by 
the  exchange  of  its  own  credit  for  that  of  the 
banks,  in  the  form  of  bank  notes. 

If  Treasury  notes  were  really  below  par,  as 
asserted  by  tbe  Senator,  it  wotdd  not  be  at  all 
sorpriring,  and  mi^t  be  easily  explained. 
Tbeir  value  mainly  &p«id3  on  their  receivabil- 
ity  in  the  public  dues,  and  it  mi^t  be  antici- 
pated that  the  liberal  indulgence  given  to  the 
pnblio  debtors  at  the  extra  sesdon  would  tend 
to  deprees  them  in  the  market;  and  it  is  a 
proof  of  the  high  estimate  placed  on  them  by 
Tou  xm.— 18 


the  public,  that  they  have  be«i  so  little  affected. 
Their  depreciation  during  the  late  war,  when 
they  sunk  below  the  value  of  bank  notes  evea, 
during  tbe  period  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  has  often  been  urged  against  their 
use.  Nothing  was  more  easy  of  explanation. 
The  Government  had  the  weakness  and  folly 
to  permit  it,  by  its  own  voluntary  acts,  by  put- 
ting bank-notes  of  every  description  on  a  level 
with  Treasury  notes  in  all  its  transactions,  while 
the  banks  on  their  part  refused  to  put  them  on 
a  level  with  theirs  in  their  transactions.  The 
result  was,  that  bank  notes  could  perform  all 
the  functions  of  circulation,  pnblio  and  private, 
while  Treasury  notes  could  perform  only  a  part. 
Their  depreciation  followed  as  a  matter  ^ 
course,  under  the  known  laws  that  r^^ulate  cir^ 
culation.  The  use  of  bank  credit  by  Govern- 
ment had  been,  in  his  opinion,  the  source  oi 
great  mischief,  both  in  this  country  and  Eng- 
land. It  was  the  parent  of  the  enormous  debt 
that  has  pressed  so  heavily  on  the  energies  of 
tbe  latter,  as  great  as  they  are.  He  had  Barely 
touched  on  a  range  of  questions  little  explored 
as  yet,  but  intimately  connected  with  the  pro- 
gress and  prosperity  of  the  country.  When- 
ever the  elements  of  a  true  and  stable  currency 
were  ascertained,  he  felt  assured  that  it  would 
be  found  to  consist  partly  of  gold  and  silver, 
and  of  paper,  resting  not  on  the  credit  and  au- 
thority of  banks,  but  of  the  Government  itselfl 

Kr.  WsBsntB  said :  I  am  not  at  all  surprised 
to  hear  the  Senator  from  South  Ou-olina  say 
that  he  has  found  my  argument  against  Treas- 
ury notes  a  very  good  one  in  favor  of  separat- 
ing bank  and  State,  for  the  present  state  of  the 
gentleman's  mind  is  such  that  he  would  find 
such  an  argument  anywhere,  on  any  subject 
and  on  any  occasion.  So  deeply  is  he  immersed 
in  this,  his  favorite  subject,  that  I  verily  be- 
lieve, if  he  ahonld  hear  a  discourse  on  theology, 
or  a  philosophical  dissertation,  he  would  start 
np  and  say  it  contained  fine  doctrines  for  di- 
vorce. But  what  did  I  say  touching  the  doc- 
trine of  divorce !  I  insisted  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  fulfil  its  contracts ;  bnt  what  has 
that  to  do  with  divorce !  Did  I  contend  that 
the  Government  shoold  pay  any  thing  not 
equivalent  to  specie?  I  contend  that  Treasury 
notes  can  never  be  at  par,  and  by  that  I  mean 
at  the  established  rates  according  to  law.  The 
gentleman  says  they  are,  and  have  been,  at  par, 
because  they  are  equal  to  par  in  New  York. 
But  he  might  as  well  say  that  broadcloth,  or 
moJasses,  or  any  other  merchandise,  is  at  par. 
His  proposition  is  that  they  ase  equal  to  par  in 
New  York  for  the  London  market  Bnt  what 
of  that?  I  mean  that  they  are  not  equivalent 
to  gold  and  silver,  in  the  currency,  and  aooord- 
ingto  law. 

He  speaks  of  our  exchanging  credit  with  tbe 
banks,  and  paying  the  difference.  What  does 
he  mean  by  credit  ?  If  he  means  that  the  Gov- 
ernment can  conb'act  loans  on  as  good  terms  as 
the  banks,  that  is  not  denied.  But  what  wonld 
you  call  a  check  which  is  given  on  a  bank? 
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Is  that  credit  ?  It  is  not  credit ;  it  is  a  tiling 
•ntireljr  different.  To  make  the  two  cases  at 
all  alike,  the  Oovernment  paper  must  be  re- 
deemable in  specie,  on  demand,  at  tlie  Treas- 
TiTj ;  and  then,  I  dare  say,  its  paper  wonld  be 
very  good.  He  asks  if  Mr.  Astor  wonld  pay  a 
bank  for  its  credit.  Mr.  Astor,  and  every  man, 
however  large  their  capital,  and  credit,  borrow 
money  of  the  banlcs  when  they  wish  to  do  it, 
on  time,  becanse  that  money  is  payable  in  spe- 
cie. The  gentleman  calls  that  an  exchange  of 
credit  for  credit  Bnt  yon  cannot  say  that  a 
note  on  time  is  equivalent  to  a  l>ank  note  com- 
manding the  specie ;  they  are  entirely  different. 
The  gentleman  says  that  the  Grovemment  credit 
is  the  liest  in  the  world ;  but  it  is  not  the  best 
in  the  way  that  the  Government  nses  it  here. 
If  he  says  bank  notes  circulate  on  the  credit  of 
the  Oovernment,  that  does  not  make  Govern- 
ment notes  of  this  kind  better  than  bank  notes 
payable  and  paid  in  specie.  It  may  do  very 
well  to  help  out  of  an  emergency ;  bnt  the 
crisis  IS  in  his  argument,  and  the  emergency  in 
his  proposition.  Paper  is  not  equivalent  to 
specie,  unless  it  is  payable  in  specie. 

I  am  asked  whether  I  would  go  Hie  length 
of  selling  these  Treasury  notes  for  money,  and 
then  whether  I  would  have  it  in  specie.  I  at 
once  say,  sell  them,  and  then  everybody  will 
know  tliat  there  will  be  a  choice  only  between 
specie  and  something  that  will  command  spede. 
I  say  make  your  accounts  everywhere  in  specie 
or  its  equivalent.  The  gentleman  supposes  that 
we  are  to  withdraw  the  amount  of  $10,000,000 
from  the  circulation.  If  we  should  grasp  the 
silver  and  shut  it  up  in  the  Treasury  vaults, 
that  would  be  altogether  ii^nrious,  and  the  gen- 
tleman, therefore,  uses  a  very  good  argument 
to-day  against  what  he  urged  six  months  ago. 
He  now  says,  if  we  withdraw  so  much  specie, 
it  would  cause  embarrassment;  bat  wbi^  did 
he  think  of  demanding  it  for  revenue  t  He 
now  says  that  this  Treasury  note  bill  is  a  most 
necessary  step  for  all  the  bonks.  He  then  saw 
no  inconvenience  in  demanding  payment  in  spe- 
cie ;  it  would  not  embarrass  the  country,  and 
Tvas  the  only  Just  mode  of  collecting  the  rev- 
enue. Let  oiir  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  a 
man  of  Just  and  liberal  policy,  addicted  to  no 
mere  theories,  and  bound  down  by  no  party 
dogmas,  and  he  will  make  the  disposition  of 
these  notes  in  the  market  in  a  few  days,  dis- 
turbing nobody,  and  giving  no  occasion  for 
these  agitations  and  alarms;  it  is  the  contin- 
uing these  Treasury  notes,  and  rejecting  the 
practice  of  twenty  years  for  dreams  and  the- 
ories, that  creates  all  diffloultiee. 

Bnt  the  gentleman  asks,  is  not  the  Oovern- 
ment to  use  its  own  credit!  Certainly  it 
should ;  and  it  is  right  that,  like  individnals,  it 
should  get  money  and  pay  its  own  debts.  It 
should  use  it  now ;  but  is  it  a  proper  use  of 
Government  credit  to  force  it,  Instesd  of  the 
money,  on  its  creditors  t  h  it  justice  to  tell  its 
creditors,  thongfa  yon  pr^er  qtecie  or  the  notes 


of  specie-paying  banks,  yon  shall  have  our 
(Hedit  only  ? 

And  now  to  go  back  to  his  example  o(  Uie 
three  farmers,  A,  B,  0.  The  gentleman  sop- 
poses  that  the  Government  anthorizes  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  paper  of  0,  so  that  he  may  make 
purchases  directly  oi  Government,  which  A 
and  B  cannot  do  without  endorsed  notes  at  in- 
terest, and  he  says  that  this  is  Just  the  case  with 
the  banks.  I  say  it  is  not  the  case,  and  that 
every  idea  of  credit  involves  time  and  oonvot- 
ibility ;  and  if  it  does  not,  it  is  nothing.  The 
notes  of  the  bank  are  money  in  effect,  and  U> 
say  that  their  paper  is  on  time,  and  that  there 
is  merely  an  exchange  of  credit,  is  what  no 
man  can  say  with  propriety.  Suppose  one  of 
your  officers  in  the  city  of  New  York  aeOs  a 
Treasury  note,  and  he  gives  yon  a  check  on  one 
of  the  banks  paying  specie,  so  that  you  can  go 
across  the  street,  and  get  it  if  yon  choose,  is 
there  any  change  of  credit  if  you  receive  the 
notes  of  the  bank,  when  yon  can  go  at  once  and 
get  the  specie ?  Itisnotanexchuigeof  credit; 
it  is  an  exchange  of  credit  for  mcmey,  if  yoa 
give  your  note  on  time,  for  specie,  or  the  equiv- 
alent of  specie.  This,  Mr.  Astor,  or  any  other 
individual  would  .do,  if  he  wished  to  nae  his 
credit  for  what  w6uld  give  him  an  immediate 
command  of  specie. 

Mr.  Oaxhoun  would  not  notice  the  criticiaa 
with  which  the  Senator  opened  his  remarks,  as 
he  ooniddered  tiiat  as  intended  for  the  gallery. 
He  had  long  noticed  that,  when  hard  {UTesaed 
in  argument,  the  Senator  always  resorted  to 
sarcasm  or  ridicule ;  and  there  were  few  occa- 
sions in  whic^  he  more  needed  their  aid  tha 
the  present.  He  never  accused  the  Senator  of 
saying  that  bank  notes  should  be  forced  otx  the 
public  creditor  by  the  Government ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  rested  his  remarks  on  the  KTonad 
assomed  by  him,  and  which  he  entirSy  ap- 
proved, that  it  could  not,  in  good  iiaitb,  dw- 
oharge  its  debts  in  any  medium  but  gold  and 
silver,  which  he  r^arded  as  a  conclusive  arga- 
ment  why  it  should  collect  its  does  in  the  kgal 
cnrrency,  and  keep  its  own  ftmds  under  its  own 
custody,  that  it  might  always  be  in  the  ooodi- 
ti(»i  to  preserve  its  credit.  On  the  ooatrKj, 
the  Senator  was  in  iavor  of  receiving  the  notea 
of  sperae-paying  banks,  on  the  ground  that  they 
wwe  eqnivuent  to  gold  and  silver.  Here  Um 
the  delusion  of  the  Senator.  To  be  equivalent 
i$  to  bdtqwd  in  all  rttpteU;  and  yet,  while  the 
Senator  confesses  that  they  are  not  eqnal  in  tfa« 
discharge  of  the  debts  due  from  the  Govenk- 
ment,  In  holds  them  to  be  eanal  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  to  it  The  troth  is,  that  it  is  « 
pnre  fction  to  consider  bank  notes  aa  eqaiv*- 
Imts  to  specie. 

But  the  Senator  has  gone  a  step  farther.  He 
says  that  bank  notes  are  not  eredit,  and  do  not 
rest  on  credit!  "Siak  eredit  I  He  woold  not 
waste  his  breath  in  dispelling  so  wild  nad 
strange  a  delosion,  which  all  around  us  proclaim 
to  be  the  merMt  phantom.    So  far  from  beinij 
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qMcie,  representing  specie,  or  resting  on  specie, 
or  being  necessaruy  converted  into  q>ecie  ou 
demand,  they  are  nothing  bnt  credit^  credit, 
credit,  throughont. 

Since  the  days  of  the  deposit  bank  of  Amster- 
dam, banic  notes  never  have  represented  specie. 
The  first  act  of  a  bank,  even  when  specie  was 
aotoally  paid  in,  which  was  rarely  the  case,  was 
to  get  clear  of  it,  except  a  small  portion,  by 
lending  it  ont.  The  real  bank  c^>ital,  on  which 
tiiey  mainly  did  business,  was  the  notes  dis- 
coonted,  which  rested  on  the  credit  of  the  draw- 
ers and  endorsers,  and  on  their  credit  and  sol- 
vency depended  the  credit  and  solvency  of  the 
banks.  It  was,  in  fact,  their  credit,  converted 
iato  bank  notes,  and  backed  by  the  Govern- 
ment credit,  on  which  bank  onrrency  rested. 

The  Senator  seems  to  think  that  it  is  impos- 
nUe  to  bring  and  keep  Treasury  notes  at  par 
with  gold  and  silver.  In  reply,  he  would  refer 
to  the  fact  already  mentioned.  It  appeared  by 
the  Intelligencer,  now  on  his  table,  that  they 
are  now  at  par  with  specie  at  New  York.  But 
he  had  a  much  stronger  fact.  The  Prussian 
Goyemment,  which  he  regarded  as  the  best 
administered  at  present  in  Europe,  bad  a  per- 
manent issue  of  Treasury  notes  of  a  large 
amount,  which  were  not  only  at  par  with 
specie,  bnt  habitually  bore  a  premium ;  which 
completely  refutes  the  assertion  of  the  Senfttor. 
The  Giovemment,  in  all  civilized  countries,  is 
the  great  money  dealer.  Its  fiscal  action  per- 
Tades  the  whole  community,  and  affects,  more 
or  less,  every  individual  in  it,  and  it  most,  of 
course,  create  a  general  demand  for  whatever 
it  receives  and  disburses  as  money  in  the  man- 
agement of  its  fiscal  concerns.  To  this  our 
^vemment  adds  the  possession  of  a  boundless 
and  fertile  domMn,  which  is  in  tiie  course  of 
rapid  settlement,  and  that  necessarily  creates 
an  extensive  demand  for  whatever  is  received 
In  payment  for  it.  It  is  these  demands  which. 
■wiU  ever  keep  Treasury  notes  at  par  value,  un- 
less the  due  proportion  between  demand  and 
supply  should  be  transcended,  or  bank  notes,  or 
some  other  medium  other  than  gold  and  silver, 
be  permitted  to  supply  their  place. 

Mr.  Wkbsteb.  I  wish  it  always  to  be  under- 
stood that,  when  I  insisted  that  the  Govem- 
nent  should  pay  in  specie,  I  always  added,  "or 
the  equivalent  of  specie,"  because  specie-pay- 
ing bank  notes  are  equivalent  to  specie.  Un- 
der the  resolution  of  1816,  every  thktg  was 
passed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as 
cash.  And  why  did  we  allow  the  payment  of 
specie-paying  bank  notes  1  It  was  for  the  sake 
of  convenience.  But  it  was  not  said  that  they 
iroold  not  be  subject  to  loss.  There  was  dan- 
ger of  loss,  or  at  least  no  absolute  eeonrity ; 
and  tlie  same  may  be  said  of  specie  itself  for 
that  may  be  counterfeited.  My  argument  was 
this :  that  the  paper  of  specie-paying  banks 
was  received  and  paid,  valuing  it  as  a  constant 
equivalent  to  specie ;  and  this  is  founded  on  the 
fyat  that  specie-paying  bank  paper  is  the  repre- 


sentative of  specie,  having  that  which  it  repre- 
sents always  at  command. 

Bat  I  am  glad  of  one  thing :  that  the  gentle- 
man does  not  deny  what  I  said  in  respect  to 
his  being  in  fgivor  of  a  Government  paper  cur- 
rency ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  confirmed  it. 
If  this  is  not  the  tendency  of  the  doctrine  of 
Steto  rights,  it  is  the  result  of  the  doctrine  of 
him  and  Us  friends ;  all  tends  to  a  Government 
paper,  a  Government  bank.  He  is  for  a  Gov- 
ernment pq>er,  and  I  go  against  it. 

I  do  not  see  that  Government  pays  in  specie 
any  the  less  because  it  uses  the  agency  of  tite 
banks.  For  twenty  years  we  have  paid  in 
specie,  or  its  equivalent,  and  have  used  tha 
banks  as  our  agents,  and  we  use  them  now. 
The  gentleman  says  he  will  have  nothing  to  do 
with  bank  paper.  But  what  says  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  )  Does  he  not  say  that  he  wiU 
receive  bank  notes ;  and  has  it  not  been  pro- 
claimed as  a  great  merit  in  the  Administration 
that  they  do  receive  them  t  Does  the  gentle- 
man suppose  tiiat  specie  is  now  paid  on  goods 
imported  ?  I  understand  just  the  reverse,  and 
that  the  merchant's  check  is  received  for  his 
bond ;  and  this  is  iostly  considered  as  equiva- 
lent to  specie.  Therefore,  if  these  Treasury 
notes  were  sold  in  New  York,  the  merohant 
would  give  his  check  for  them. 

The  gentleman  seems  to  complain  that  I  did 
not  answer  his  case  of  A,  B,  0.  It  was  thus, 
as  I  onderstood  it :  He  supposed  three  farmers 
of  equal  credit,  bat  the  Government  says  it 
will  receive  the  paper  of  0.  If  that  were  the 
case,  I  should  say  it  would  be  a  very  foolish 
and  unequal  law.  But  if  he  had  put  it  in  the 
caso  of  0  that  his  paper  was  convertible,  on 
demand,  to  specie,  and  that  the  paper  of  the 
other  two  was  not,  he  would  then  have  a  paral- 
lel case,  and  it  might  be  an  advantage  to  0  to 
give  his  paper  this  respectebility.  But  that  is 
not  the  object.  The  great  ol^ect  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is,  and  ought  to  be,  the  accommodation 
of  the  public ;  and,  if  there  is  an  incidental 
benefit,  that  can  be  no  objection,  but  a  recom- 
mendation. But  the  object  is  to  accommodate 
the  public  and  the  Government 

Mr.  OALHonk  wished  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood, that  he  did  not  carry  his  ideas  of  tiie 
Government  using  its  own  credit  beyond  the 
temporary  wants  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  con- 
venient management  of  its  fiscal  oonoeras. 

If  he  did  not  censure  the  Administration  for 
receiving  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks,  it 
was  because  he  believed  that  the  laws  left  no 
disca^tion;  but,  with  his  opinion,  if  he  were 
the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  b^eved  that  he  had 
a  discretion  whether  to  receive  such  notes  or 
not,  he  would  not  permit  a  dollar  of  bank  paper 
to  be  received.  There  was  a  heavy  responsi- 
bility somewhere.  We  are  renewmg  our  con- 
nection with  the  banks,  when  it  was  admitted 
that  a  shock  must  again  follow  at  no'  distant 
day,  unless  some  measure  was  adopted  to  pre- 
vent ife    Be  hoped  gentlemen  woud  bring  for* 
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ward  their  plans  for  preyentiiig  it,  so  that  thajr 
might  be  duly  considered. 

Mr.  PsEsroK  would  siTe  his  assent  in  no 
diape  or  form  to  the  estabUsbment  of  the  r^a- 
dii^ed  and  continental  system  of  paper  money. 
He  shoold  meet  the  crisis  Ixddly,  and  not  seek 
to  hide  the  matter  nnder  the  garb  of  a  r«-mue 
ot  Treasury  notes.  This  bannmpt  state  of  the 
Treasory  mnst  hare  been  known,  or  at  least 
Ibreseen.  The  sales  of  the  public  lands  had 
^most  entirely  ceased ;  the  revenue  from  the 
oostoms  was  dried  np.  Why,  then,  were  the 
States  not  called  on  for  the  restoration  of  the 
dieposits  ?  He  wonld  answer,  that  the  people 
mi^t  not  have  their  eyes  opened  to  scrutinize 
Uie  conduct  of  the  present  Administration ; 
that  Administration  which  had  promised  so 
much  in  the  way  of  retrenchment  and  reform, 
and  done  so  little!  That  explained  the  parti- 
ality for  Treasnry  issues,  that  splendid  financial 
oper^ion,  which  made  money  for  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  skill  of  the  engraver ;  the  object 
of  which  was  to  conceal  fi'om  the  people  the 
Htate  of  embarrassment  which  misrule  had 
brought  upon  them.  It  would  appear  that 
when  we  got  out  of  money,  all  we  had  to  do 
was  to  send  to  New  York ;  a  little  steel,  and 
copper,  and  ink,  were  the  only  ingredients  ne- 
cesMiry  for  the  issue,  as  the  people  had  already 
forgotten  the  Oommonwealtn  paper  of  the  Rev- 
olution and  the  amgnaU  of  France.  What 
"was  the  object  of  all  this,  but  to  brii^  the 
people  by  degrees  to  the  adoption  of  a  Treas- 
ury Bank.  Mr.  P.  denied  the  constitutiknal 
right  of  Oongress  to  issue  bills  of  credit,  and 
for  so  high  a  right  as  that  he  would  claim  the 
Mprtm  pouer  ;  we  had  the  right  to  tax,  and  to 
borrow,  and  the  enumeration  of  these  powers 
showed  clearly  that  the  right  to  issue  bills  of 
credit  was  not  in  the  grant. 

Mr.  OBrrrBNDKir  opposed  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  that  this  mode  of  rtdring  money  led  to 
extravagant  issues,  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
dtsconraged.  In  three  years  this  Administra- 
ava,  with  the  cry  of  retrenchment  and  reform, 
had  spent  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and 
now  gave  out  an  "  mtergenetf."  If  this  were 
to  continue,  and  the  people  called  on  for  ten 
millions  every  few  months,  the  sooner  the  Ad- 
ministration was  in  the  bills  of  mortality  the 
better  t  Nothing  could  cure  it  but  keying  it 
from  the  money. 

Mr.  Bttoyrs.  The  Senator  fh>m  Massachu- 
setts spoke  of  the  depreciated  condition  of 
Treasory  notes,  and  contrasted  them  with  the 
notes  of  the  banks,  greatly  to  the  advantage 
of  the  latter.  One  of  the  arguments  of  that 
^tieman,  predicated  cm  this  assumption,  was, 
that  Treasury  notes  should  not  be  offered  to 
the  creditors  of  the  Government,  but  that  they 
should,  at  all  times,  have  the  option  of  receiv- 
ing gold  and  silver,  or  their  equivalents.  An- 
other honorable  gentieman,  distmgnished  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Opposition,  took  occasion  the 
other  day  to  say,  that  the  notes  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  inferior  in  value  to  those  of  the 


Bank  of  the  United  States.  Now  he  (Mr.  K) 
happened  to  have  in  his  poaasession  a  aUtemot, 
which  conclnsivdy  established  the  contruy. 
He  saw  in  the  Price  Current  of  New  Yoii;, 
dated  the  16th  of  this  month,  that  iLey  hi 
sold  at  par  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  w«n 
redeemed  in  specie ;  and,  therefore,  thej  nm 
equivalent  to  q>eoie. 

At  the  very  time  that  the  gentieman  ottered 
the  remark  that  the  Treasury  notes  irere  in- 
ferior to  thoee  of  the  Bank  (rf  the  ULited 
States,  the  latter  were  four  or  five  per  ceot. 
below  par,  when  the  former  were  aboTe,  «r 
equal  to  it.  He  found,  also,  by  the  same  p^xi; 
that  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Treasury  notes 
sold  at  2^  per  cent,  advance.  Now  there  vis 
that  difference  between  the  current  notes  d 
Philadelphia  and  specie ;  and  therefore,  at  thil 
place,  the  Treamiry  notes  were  equal  to  tpecie. 
He  took  the  occasion  to  say  that  these  enm 
and  misrepresentations  were  of  a  piece  iritk 
many  others  that  daily  went  out  from  tbs 
body.  One  <^  the  great  objects  of  a  oertm 
political  party  seemed  to  be  to  assault  and  de- 
stroy the  credit  and  character  of  the  Goreift' 
ment  of  the  United  States ;  and  while  tlieydid 
that,  they,  in  the  same  breatii,  sought  to  elevate 
the  credit  and  character  of  the  Bank  (^  the 
United  States.  Such  assaults  were  not  oolf 
against  the  credit  and  character  of  the  Goves- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  but  they  vae 
against  the  honor  and  character  of  the  peofk 
of  the  Unit^  States^  for  tha  people  and  the 
Government  ■waro  identified,  botii  in  credit  nd 
in  charaotw ;  and  their  pecuniary  and  pditical 
interests  were  indisscdubly  connected  togetlier. 

No  man  was  more  averse  to  an  extnvigut 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  than  be  fit. 
He  was  one  of  that  school,  who  believed  Hji 
a  rigid  and  judicious  economy,  in  the  nuuufe- 
ment  of  the  public  financee^  was  essential  to 
the  preeervaticd  of  our  institntions.  Bat  the 
Government  was  embarrassed,  and  that  emlxr- 
rassment  was  brought  about,  not  by  its  on 
acts,  but  by  a  great  moneyed  power,  acting  in 
concert  with  a  certain  politi^  party,  vio* 
only  hopes  of  success  re^ed  in  destroying  die 
credit  of  the  Gk)vemment,  and  drying  up  the 
resonroes  and  commerce  of  their  country.  It 
was  one  of  a  series  of  actions,  put  into  opm- 
tion  for  several  years  past,  to  arrest  the  fiminoiil 
operations  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  journals  of  both  House 
of  Congress  might  be  y«7  safely  appealed  to,  ts 
showing  that  the  opposition  to  Pr^ident  iid- 
son's  administration  had  almost  uDifoniil? 
flivored  a  pnrftase  and  extravagant  e:q>eoditiu« 
of  the  public  money.  When  he  had  first  ttkes 
his  seat  in  that  body,  which  was  at  the  first 
session  of  Congress  after  the  late  President 
came  into  ofilce,  he  bad  found  the  OwesitiM, 
which  was  mainly  composed  of  the  ma  Amc- 
ican  System  party,  almost  uniformly  'BffH 
and  voting  for  the  most  wastefol  appropriataens 
of  the  public  money.  There  was  no  V^ 
of  pensioning,  however  great  the  charge  wmdi 
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it  WM  VkiAy  to  bring  on  the  Treasory,  that 
did  not,  in  the  maiii,  meet  their  ftvor  and  rap- 
port. There  was  no  object  of  internal  im- 
proTement,  howerer  improper  and  anoonstlta- 
tional,  that  it  did  not  find  fW>m  them  a  warm 
empathy  and  ready  advocacy.  They  were, 
in  the  main,  as  a  party,  the  anpportera  of  the 
great  project  for  a  national  road  from  Bnflfalo 
to  Kew  Orleans,  the  cost  of  which  was  efiti- 
nated  at  firom  fifteen  to  twenty  millions  of 
dollars.  It  was  this  proftase  system  of  extray- 
agmoe,  which  at  that  day  fonnd  so  moch 
favor  with  the  Opposition,  that  led  to  the 
Baenaorable  veto  of  President  Jackson,  on 
the  ocoarion  of  the  Maysville  road  bill;  at 
vUch  time  bills  were  pending  before  Con- 
greas  for  yarioas  projects  of  internal  improve- 
ment, the  estimated  cost  of  which  was  largely 
Bpwards  of  one  hundred  millions,  and  which 
were  mostly  arrested  by  that  memorable  deci- 
aion  of  the  President,  and  the  public  Treasury 
■•▼ed  from  a  system  of  the  most  wastefal 
prodigality.  It  was  tme,  that  when  some  sor- 
plns  had  began  to  aoomnolate  in  the  Treasury, 
and  a  plan  for  distribntion  among  the  States 
had  been  formed,  the  language  of  economy  had 
•ometimea  been  heard  from  that  Quarter.  It 
was  a  much  more  rapid  and  expeditions  way 
of  operating  on  pnbUo  opinion,  to  act  on  entire 
States,  than  by  the  slower  and  more  detailed 
plan  of  acting  on  sections,  by  granting  ^pro- 
priations  for  roads,  rivers,  &o.  Hence  this 
change,  in  hia  opinion,  in  the  plui  of  the  Oppo- 
sition and  American  System  party.  In  this 
point  of  view  he  had  always  regarded  the 
possession  of  a  snrplos  more  as  a  source  of  weak- 
ness than  of  patronage  to  those  in  power.  By 
the  dexterous  use  which  the  Opposition  had 
been  disposed  to  make  of  it,  it  had  been  in 
reality  turned  against  the  Administration,  and 
had  1>een  a  source  t(  patronage  to  those  out 
cf  power,  to  aid  their  designs  in  obtaining 
power. 

Ifr.  B.  said,  therefore,  on  a  review  of  the 
whole  course  and  policy  of  the  two  great 
political  parties  in  this  ooontry,  that  no  impar- 
tial mind  could  fail  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion, 
that  the  policy  of  the  late  and  present  Ad- 
ministrations had,  by  favoring  a  reduction  of 
dnties,  and  restricting  appropriations  for  inter- 
nal improvements,  greatly  promoted  economy 
in  the  pnblio  expenditure,  in  comparison  with 
tile  sy^m  of  extravagance  which  would  have 
prevailed  if  the  policy  of  the  Opposition  had 
Bocoeeded.  It  was  not  for  those  who  had  in- 
trodnced  and  established  an  exorbitant  system 
of  dnties  and  taxes,  by  which  large  and  unne- 
eeasary  sums  were  brought  into  the  Treasury, 
to  reproach  others  with  extravagance. 

Mr.  Wriort  said  it  was  not  necessary  to 
talce  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  by  answering 
uH  the  misrepresentations  which  had  been 
made.  Some  of  them  were  well  nnderstood, 
and  wonld  be  eanly  corrected.  For  instance, 
we  have  been  told,  said  be,  that  ten  millions 
eC  debt  were  oontrwited  by  the  bill  of  die  extra 


session,  and  that  ten  millions  more  were  asked 
for  now.  Now  every  gentleman  knew  that 
ten  millions  conld  not  be  exceeded,  and  that 
not  one  dollar  of  Treasury  notes  could  be 
issued  under  this  bill,  except  to  supply  the 
place  of  a  note  that  had  been  redeemed  and 
cancelled.  With  reference  to  the  amendment 
proposing  to  reduce  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes 
to  two  millions,  he  wonld  observe  that  there 
were  the  expenditures  under  the  General  Ap- 
propriation and  Navy  bills  to  be  provided  for, 
and,  in  addition  to  that,  a  bill  to  meet  the 
expense  of  the  Florida  war  must  soon  be 
expected  here ;  and  f^om  information  they  had, 
at  least  two  millions  had  been  expended  ob 
that  object  alone,  and  drafts  to  a  la^e  amount 
for  tliat  service  were  waiting  here  for  the 
necessary  appropriations  to  pay  them. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  for  the  purpose  of  answer- 
ing the  question  how  the  Treasury  came  to  be 
at  present  out  of  money.  He  should  be  able 
to  answer  that  question  out  of  the  book,  and 
in  such  a  way  that  there  should  not  be  a  man, 
woman,  or  child,  in  the  country  but  wonld  be 
able  to  understand  it.  It  was  because  the 
Oongress  of  1886  distributed  among  the  States 
not  only  the  surplus,  but  nine  millions  of 
appropriated  moneys.  [Mr.  B.  here  read  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  show- 
ing this  fact.] 

By  the  act  of  Oongress  of  1796,  every  appro- 
priation made  by  Congress  must  remain  two 
years  to  be  applied  to  the  object  for  which 
it  was  ^propriated,  and  then,  if  not  applied 
for,  it  was  to  go  into  the  surplus  fund.  When 
the  bill  of  1836  was  passed,  this  policy  of  the 
Oovemment  was  violated,  and  it  took  all  the 
money  in  the  Treasury  on  a  certain  day, 
whether  it  was  appropriated  or  not  The 
distribntion  was  peremptory  on  that  bead,  and 
divided  the  money,  not  that  which  remained 
after  answering  the  appropriations,  but  that 
which  was  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of 
January.  The  stave-oflf  policy  was  pursued 
then,  as  now,  and  it  was  midsummer  before 
the  appropriation  bill  was  passed,  and  there- 
fore, as  he  stated,  there  was  a  recapture  of 
the  appropriations.  He  denounced  the  recap- 
ture at  the  time,  and  at  the  ensuing  session, 
when  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, showing  that  $9,646,000  had  been  recap- 
tured, he  called  for  the  objects  for  which  the 
appropriations  thus  recaptured  had  been  made, 
and  a  detailed  statement  was  made  by  the 
Secretary  explaining  them.  These  facts  were 
known  to  every  gentieman  here,  notwithstand- 
ing it  is  represented  to  the  people  that  the 
Treasury  is  destitute  in  consequence  of  extrava- 
gance. If  he  had  known  that  these  stetements 
wonld  have  been  made,  he  would  have  pro- 
vided himself  with  the  document,  and  shown 
the  portion  of  these  appropriations  that  bad 
been  recaptured.  These  Treasury  notes  were 
now  wanted  to  pay  for  them.  He  took  his 
stand,  (Mr.  B.  said,)  with  five  or  six  others, 
against  (his  Distribution  bill,  and  be  now  con- 
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gratulated  himself  that  he  had  done  so.  The  con- 
eequences  resulting  from  this  bill  had  shown  that 
he  was  right.  He  said  at  the  time  that  it  was 
an  illusion ;  that  there  was  no  money;  that 
it  was  all  bank  credits,  that  would  vanidi  into 
nothing  as  soon  as  the  banks  were  called  upon. 
He  remembered  a  former  occasion,  when  all 
this  song  of  a  surplus  was  sung  in  the  same 
key,  and  ended  very  much  in  the  same 
manner.  When  he  came  into  Congress,  in  Mr. 
Monroe's  time,  we  had  an  income  of  forty  mil- 
lions, and  a  surplus  of  nine  millions,  and  in  the 
next  there  was  not  a  dollar — no  reoj^ture. 
In  the  first  year  he  was  here,  eight  millions 
were  borrowed,  and  that  too  within  a  year 
after  Mr.  Monroe  had  called  on  Congress  to 
know  what  to  do  with  the  surplus. 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  recollected  the  word  "  bam- 
looiled"  It  had  been  quoted  by  the  Senator 
as  often  in  1836  as  to-day,  and  was  a  kind  of 
catch  phrase  used  for  political  effect.  Mr.  T. 
contended  that  if  the  deposit  law  had  gone 
into  operation  as  originally  intended,  all  the 
present  disasters  would  have  been  aToided. 
Tlie  Senator  from  Missouri  has  told  as  that 
he  was  proud  he  was  one  of  the  six  that  had 
stood  up  against  that  measure,  and  that  he  had 
warned  gentlemen  at  the  time  that  it  would 
destroy  the  bonks.  It  so  happened  that  two 
of  the  cashiers  of  banks  of  New  York  had  told 
him  to  toko  the  money  out  of  their  hands,  and 
deposit  it  with  the  States,  and  that  conversa- 
tion was  what  induced  him  to  make  a  propo- 
sition to  that  effect.  It  was  well  known 
the  President  said  he  would  veto  such  a  bill ; 
and  with  this  threat  of  the  veto  over  car 
heads,  the  bill  was  not  passed  as'  originally 
drafted.  If  it  bad,  we  should  now  have  had 
any  money  that  we  might  have  wanted,  had  it 
not  been  for  Executive  interference.  If  this 
act  had  not  been  passed,  which  arrested  the 
eight  or  nine  millions  that  the  Senator  spoke 
0^  where  would  the  gentleman  now  nave 
been  if  his  magnificent  schemes  of  fortifications 
had  been  carried  out?  If  the  report  sent  in 
by  Secretary  Cass  had  not  had  the  effect  to 
arrest  this  extravagant  appropriation,  instead 
of  DOW  being  called  on  for  ten  millions,  we 
should  be  required  to  give  twenty  or  thirty 
millions. 

Mr.  Cbiitenden  said  he  did  not  understAnd 
how  this  nine  millions  was  recaptured. 
Mr.  Benton.  Here  take  the  book  and  read  it 
After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  CBrrrENDEK, 
Mr.  Benton  said  he  meant  to  speak  out  of 
the  book,  inasmuch  as  the  Senator  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Taluiadoe)  had  denied  that  the 
distribution  act  had  contributed  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  banks,  and  gave  as  his  authority 
information  derived  from  gentlemen  who  were 
directors  of  two  of  the  New  York  banks.  Now 
he  had  a  report  made  by  Mr.  Albert  Gallatin, 
and  others,  at  a  convention  of  the  city  of  New 
York  banks,  and  as  that  report  was  made  for 
all  of  them,  the  two  banks  alluded  to  by  the 
Senator  must  have  been  of  the  number.    The 


report  was  made  before  a  meeting  of  all  the 
bsuiks  of  the  city,  and  approved  of  by  the 
whole  of  them. 

Now  here  was  an  enumeration  of  the  eanaes 
which  produced  a  stoppage  of  the  New  Yoric 
banks.  Four  causes  were  given:  and  one  of 
them  was  the  simultaneous  withdrawal  <tftbe 
public  deposits,  etc  Now,  what  caused  the 
withdrawal  of  the  public  deposits?  It  wm 
caused  by  the  distribution  act,  and  not  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  This  is  what  he 
asserted;  and  he  was  supported  in  the  asser- 
tion by  all  the  banks  of  New  York.  None 
of  the  extravagant  appropriations  were  moi- 
tioned  in  the  report  of  the  New  York  banbai 
His  fortification  bill  was  not  mentioned ;  and 
even  the  Specie  Circular  was  not  thought  oL 

Mr.  CAifloxm  said  that  the  neceasity  of 
passing  tlie  Deposit  act  of  1836  was  so  impe- 
rious, and  its  benefits  so  manifest,  that  it  re- 
quireil  but  little  to  be  said  in  its  vindication. 
Such  was  the  urgency,  that  it  is  well  known 
many  who  were  disinclined  to  the  meas- 
ure, felt  compelled  to  give  it  their  reluctant 
support,  as  the  only  possible  means  of  extricat- 
ing the  country  from  overwhelming  difficoltiei^ 
and  of  saving  any  portion  of  the  immense  sur- 
plus that  had  accumulated  in  the  Treasury,  and 
which  was  stiU  daily  augmenting.  If  there 
had  been  no  other  arg^oment  in  its  favor,  the 
one  which  is  so  clearly  stated  and  forcibly 
urged  in  the  late  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee on  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat,)  was  all-suffident.  That 
document  clearly  proves,  as  was  urged  at  the 
time,  that  a  vicious  circle  had  been  formed 
fh>m  the  deposit  banks  to  the  mecnlatora  in 
land,  and  from  them  to  the  land  offices,  and 
thence  again  to  the  banks ;  by  which  millions 
of  millions  of  the  choicest  portions  of  the 
public  domain  were,  at  every  i«volati<w, 
passed  from  the  people  to  the  specidatora  for 
worthless  bank  notes.  Every  time  the  whed 
went  round  the  surplus  was  increased,  and  the 
capacity  for  another  and  more  sweeping  revo- 
lution augmented  in  the  same  proportion. 
The  Deposit  act,  by  withdrawing  the  Ainds 
from  the  banks,  and  placing  them  in  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  States,  cut  and  destroyed  this 
circle,  and  broke  down  the  speculation;  which, 
if  it  had  continaed  another  year  unchecked, 
Would  have  ti^nsferred  most  of  the  public 
lands  worth  having  ii-om  the  Government  to 
those  whom  the  Imnks  might  choose  to  des- 
ignate. It  did  more:  it  saved  the  lai^e 
amount  which  was  withdrawn  from  the  banks, 
and  safely  deposited  with  the  States,  much  at 
which,  without  it,  must  necessarily  have  been 
lost. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  withdrawal  of  the 
funds  from  the  banks  was  the  cause  of  the  ens- 
pension  of  q>ecie  payment  That  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  done  accelerated  that  event,  he 
did  not  doubt ;  but  it  was  idle  and  prepo^ar- 
ous  to  suppose  that  the  suspension  would  not 
have  taken  place  without  it    The  approximaU 
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eaaM  of  that  was  the  indebtedness  of  the 
bMiks  beyond  their  means  of  payment ;  'and 
Hm  withmtwal  of  the  deposits  so  far  fW>m  oon- 
tribnting  to  its  increase,  was  the  most  effectual 
measure  that  could  be  devised  to  arrest  its 
f urtiier  progress. 

But  we  are  also  told  that  it  is  the  cause  of 
the  present  embarrassment  of  the  Treasntj,  and 
tiiflt  if  we  could  command  the  deposits  with  the 
States,  wo  should  have  ample  means.  That  is 
true ;  but  he  did  not  regard  it  on  eviL  It  is, 
on  the  contrary,  a  great  good,  and  one  in- 
tended by  the  passage  of  tlie  act.  In  the 
midst  of  the  vast  profusion  of  means,  which 
the  now  expiring  protective  tariff  poured  into 
the  Treasury,  the  Government  had  lost  all  con- 
ception of  economy  and  accountability. 

He  foresaw  the  evil,  and  recommended,  some 
years  since,  in  a  report  on  Executive  patronage, 
the  measure  now  complained  ot,  as  the  only 
effectual  remedy  for  toe  great  and  growing 
danger.  He  then  saw  cleari^  that  nothing 
could  reach  the  evil,  but  the  withdrawal  of  the 
surplus  revenue,  which  could  only  be  effected 
by  placing  it  in  the  custody  of  the  States. 
This  the  deposit  act  did,  and  its  operation  now 
b^ins  to  tell.  The  Government  can  no  long- 
er indulge  in  boundless  extravagance.  It  must 
economize. 

Among  those  who  had  resisted  extravagant 
appropriations,  he  had  constantly  stood;  and 
he  now  gave  notice,  that  he  would  support  no 
party  that  did  not  make  economy  and  account- 
ability a  leading  article  in  their  creed  and 
practice.  They  were  essential  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  free  institutions.  He  regarded  fifteen 
millions  annually  as  ample  for  the  support  of 
the  Grovemment,  under  ordinary  circumstances. 
He  believed,  indeed,  that  it  might  be  well  ad- 
ministered for  three  millions  less,  allowing  for 
the  navy  five  or  six  millions  annually.  Mr. 
Monroe's  administration,  which  was  charged 
with  extravagance,  did  not  average  more  than 
ten,  deducting  the  payment  on  the  national 
debt,  although  the  pensions  then  were  nearly 
as  great  as  at  present. 

Mr.  0.  said  that  his  colleague  had  made  an 
objection  against  the  constitutionality  of  this 
bill,  which  he  deemed  proper  to  notice.  It  was 
a  rule  with  him,  where  the  constitution  is  sup- 
posed to  be  involved,  to  bestow  his  serious  con- 
sideration before  he  acted ;  and,  if  he  saw 
reasons  to  doubt,  not  to  give  his  assent.  He 
had  complied  with  the  rule  in  this  case,  and  the 
result  was  a  clear  convicfion  that  the  bill  was 
oonstitutionaL  The  right  had  been  exercised 
from  the  oomraencement  of  the  Government, 
-without  being  before  questioned ;  and,  accord- 
ing to  his  conception,  came  within  the  powers 
expressly  granted  to  Congress  to  borrow  money, 
-which  meant  neither  more  nor  less  than  to 
raise  supplies  on  the  public  credit.  Interest 
was  not  essential  to  borrowing ;  and  it  would 
be  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  intended  to  authorize  the  raising 
of  sof/^aei  with  interest,  and  to  prohibit  it 


-without  it.  He  denied  that  Treasury  notes  were 
bills  of  credit  in  any  proper  sense  of  those 
terms.  They  were  intended  to  raise  sup- 
plies to  meet  a  temporary  deficit  in  the  Treas- 
ury, and  were,  in  foot,  nothing  more  than 
means  of  anticipating  the  revenue. 

His  colleague  is  the  strenuous  advocate  of 
the  Joint  resolution  of  1816,  which  authorizes 
the  collection  of  the  public  dues  in  the  notes 
of  the  spede-paying  banks,  and  has  no  scruplea 
as  to  the  right  of  collecting  in  the  notes  of 
banks  that  do  not  pay  specie.  Now,  no  one 
will  deny  that  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  bank 
notes  in  the  dues  of  the  Government,  is  virtu- 
ally to  endorse  on  each  note  that  it  shall  be 
received  in  the  public  dues;  or  that,  if  the 
Government  had  the  right  to  do  the  one,  it  had 
the  right  to  do  the  other.  Nor  will  it  be 
denied,  that  if  the  Government  has  the  right  to 
write  on  the  back  of  a  bank  note,  that  it  will 
be  received  in  the  public  dues,  it  has  an  equal 
right  to  write  the  same  on  a  blank  piece  of  pa- 
per, or,  which  is  the  some  thing,  to  make  a 
Treasury  note.  The  truth  is,  that  to  authorize 
bank  notes  to  be  received  in  the  public  dues,  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  to  moke  them,  to 
that  extent,  Treasury  notes,  and  is,  pro  tanto, 
OS  much  the  making  and  issuing  such  notes  as 
if  done  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  tUrd  reading. 

TiAS. — ^Messra.  Allen,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhooa, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Gnuidy,  Hub- 
bud.  King,  Unn,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las, Nilea,  Norrell,  Fierce,  Roane,  Bobinaon,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Ciomiecticut,  Strange,  Trotter,  Williams, 
Wright,  and  Toung— 27. 

Natb. — Measra.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  UcKean,  Merrick,  Preston,  Bobbins, 
Spence,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  Webster,  and  White— 18. 


HOtrSE  OF  BKPEESKNTATIVES. 

Satvkdat,  May  19. 
The  Hon.  Linn  Banks,  member  elect  trom 
the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Pat- 
ton,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


TussDAT,  May  89. 
UTorth-eMt  Bowidary. 

The  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  State  of 
Maine  for  aggressions,  &o.,  committed  on  her 
boundary,  was  taken  np  on  its  reference. 

Mr.  Evans  said:  The  Message  referred  to 
claims  of  the  State  of  Maine  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  expenses  incurred  by  them  in  relation 
to  the  boundary,  but  that  he  oonmdered  the 
least  important  question  for  consideration. 
Maine,  he  said,  was  averse  to  the  original  prop- 
osition, which  was  made  on  the  80th  of  Apnl, 
1833;  and  there  had  been  a  ccmtroversy 
between  the  General  and  State  Governments 
ever  since,  and  they  could  never  agree,  but  the 
original  proposition  has  been  coupled  with  a 
hij^bly  objectionable  principle  of  snryeying  aod 
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ezplonttion.  It  went  to  limit  and  restrict  the 
oommigsion,  and  instead  of  allowing  them  to 
examine  and  run  the  line  according  to  the 
treaty,  they  would  be  compelled  to  run  a  line 
different  from  that  heretofore  contended  for. 
They  would  be  allowed  to  depart  from  the  true 
nordi  line,  and  run  a  lino  westward,  whfch 
would  be  in  effect  an  abandonment  of  all  the 
claims  made  on  our  part.  Maine  insisted  that 
the  commission  should  not  be  restricted  by  any 
tiling  bnt  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  because  it 
was  apparent  that  the  restrictions  proposed 
wonld  all  operate  for  the  benefit  of  Great  Brit- 
idn.  The  Government  of  Great  Britain  propos- 
ed that  the  commission  should  ascertun  a  point 
in  the  highlands,  which  divide  the  waters,  ani 
it  wonld  inevitably  give  them  the  whole  terri- 
twy  in  dispute,  for  the  commissioners  would 
eettainly  stop  at  the  only  point  where  they 
oonld  agree,  and  that  would  undoubtedly  be  a 
point  sooth  of  Mars  Hill,  where  they  had  ^ways 
been  willing  the  line  should  run.  He  went  into 
an  examination  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and 
referred  to  various  acts  of  parliament  and  proc- 
lamations, together  with  the  original  charters 
of  the  provinces  of  Massachusetts,  Quebec,  and 
Kova  Scotia,  and  contended  that  the  origbal 
boundary  of  Massachusetts,  (now  Maine,)  was 
upon  the  river  St.  Lawrence ;  and  after  the  act 
of  Parliament  in  1784,  which,  he  contended, 
confirmed  and  recognized  the  boundary  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  referred  to  the  north-west 
angle  of  that  province  as  the  starting  point  to 
run  the  boundary  of  Maine,  and  from  that  time 
to  this,  the  angle,  as  mentioned  in  the  treaty, 
had  been  fully  recognized,  and  well  known. 
Bnt  he  objected  to  the  terms  of  the  commission, 
that  they  omitted  altogether  to  take  that  start- 
ing point,  and  proposed  to  find  another  and  a 
different  one ;  and  all  the  evidence  contained 
in  charters,  treaties,  acts  of  Parliament,  and 
maps,  was  to  be  left  out  of  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Faiefield  referred  to  and  read  several 
papers  to  show  that  the  proposition  of  the 
American  Government  would  be  favorable,  and 
that  it  was  agreed  in  the  conditions  that  the 
award  of  the  commission  should  be  final  and 
binding  upon  the  parties;  and  he  thought  it 
wonld  lead  to  a  just  and  satisfactory  awanl. 

Mr.  OcsHnro  went  into  a  protest  against  the 
terms  proposed  for  the  comnrissioo,  and  said 
that  Great  Britain  had  ^ways  declined  that 
tJiey  would  stop  south  of  the  bonndary  claimed, 
and  wonld  never  consent  to  go  iartiier  north 
than  Mars  Hill.  He  considered  tiie  American 
proposition  was  an  entire  abandonment  of  the 
olaims  of  this  country.  It  was  yielding  to  the 
false  assumption  that  there  were  no  sndi  high- 
lands as  were  described  in  the  treaty,  which 
were  to  be  reached  by  a  line  running  due  north 
from  the  north-east  angle  of  Nova  Smtia.  This 
fUse  assumption  had  been  made  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  by  consenting  to  the  proposition,  our 
€k>T0mment  would  yield  the  point,  beeanse,  by 
consenting  to  run  a  line  in  a  different  direction 
to  «tiier  highlaoda,  it  wonld  ccmoede  that  no 


snch  highlands  existed  as  were  mentioned  ii 
the'  treaty.  Another  objection  was  that  Qnit 
Britain  had,  in  the  negotiations  of  1788,  and  ii 
1814,  asserted  that  the  United  States  hdd  all 
their  lands  as  a  grantee,  and  conld  hold  no  tw- 
ritory  to  which  they  could  not  show  a  title  bj 
deed.  This  ground  he  was  dinH>sed  to  reRit  as 
fatal  and  false,  involving  questions  of  bonndarj 
wherever  our  frontier  met  with  tliat  of  Great 
Britain. 


Wbdnesdat,  May  80. 
Iiepre*entativei /rom  Minuiippu 

Mr.  Gablakd,  of  Louisiana,  stud  be  bad  to  an- 
nounce to  the  House  that  the  agreeable  datj 
had  been  confided  to  him,  and  no  doubt  it  vaa 
extremely  agreeable  to  a  larse  portion  of  the 
members  of  the  House,  that  the  people  of  Mis- 
sissippi had  re-affirmed  the  election  made  bj 
themselves  in  November  last,  in  sendmg  Sn- 
OBAI7T  S.  Pbentiss  and  Thomas  J.  Wobo,  m 
their  representatives  in  the  26th  Congreas. 

Messrs.  Pbentisb  and  Wobd  then  presented 
thMnselves  for  qualification,  aodaafheSniiii 
was  about  to  administer  the  oath — 

Mr.  Pbimtiss  said,  before  taking  the  o«t]i,lie 
wished  to  state  hisobjectaona,.  Thonglieleelad 
by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Missianppi,  iathe 
election  Just  taken  place,  he  himself  did  net 
believe  that  election  to  be  oonstitutional  ortal- 
id.  In  taking  the  oath,  sir,  said  he,  I  shall  take 
it  under  the  previous  election,  in  Kovonber 
last,  and  not  under  the  recent  one,  beoaose,  ia 
our  consciences,  we  do  not  believe  the  Utter  to 
be  constitutional  or  valid. 

£e»ei*i<m  of  tht  Tretuury  Bpteie  Oritr. 

Mr.  SntBtDs  called  for  the  reading  of  the  fd- 
lowing  resolution : 

RetUved  by  the  Senate  and  Bouk  of  Rcpramiar 
tivei  of  the  United  Statet  of  America  in  CtM/rta 
ateembled,  That  it  shall  not  be  l&wAil  for  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  make,  orto  contbine  in  fbree, 
any  general  order  which  shall  create  any  diflnwea 
between  the  different  branches  of  rev^ne,  aa  to  tke 
money  or  medinm  of  payment  in  wliicfa  d^ts  or  daei 
aocmlng  to  tiw  United  States  may  be  paid. 

Mr.  Booy  demanded  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  the  main  question  oriet- 
ed,  and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  a  tluio 
reading. 

Mr.  Booir  said  ho  would  content  himself  witk 
demanding  the  previous  question. 

The  House  seconded  the  demand,  and  the 
main  question,  being  on  the  passage  of  the  me- 
lotion,  having  thus  been  ordered  thereon— 

The  yeas  and  nays  were — 

Teas.— Afcssrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  AlUa, 
John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Ayaiai,  Banks,  Beimji 
Bell,  BicknelL  Biddle,  Bond,  Boon,^rigg8,  BrodbMJ 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  William  B.  Calhoun,  iolm  Cu- 
boon,  William  B.  Osmpbell,  Caaey,  Cauanbeis,  Chap- 
man, Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Connor,  Oorwin,  0»igi 
Crary,  Cranaton,  Crodcett,  CuAlng,  Dawson,  Da»e«, 
DaviM,  DeOraO;  Denus,  Dnim,  Sdwank,KnM,>>«- 
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rett,  Swing,  Fiifileld,  Hicbtrd  Fletcher,  FlUmora,  Gal- 
liq>,  Jamee  Garland,  Bioe  Garland,  Glaaoock,  Goode, 
William  Graham,  Grantland,  Gravea,  Griffin,  Halej, 
Hall,  Halatead,  Uamer,  Harlan,  Hastings,  Haweit, 
Haynes,  Henry,  Herod,  HoSman,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Bobert  H.  T.  Hunter,  iBgham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Kathaniel  Jones, 
Kemble,  Eilgore,  Klingenamith,  Legare,  Lincoln, 
IiOomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  James '  M.  Mason,  Samson 
Uason,  Uarttn,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Robert  Mc- 
Clellan,  McKennan,  Mercer,  HUligan,  Mitchell,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Calirary  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor, 
Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Parmenter,  Patterson, 
Peck,  Pennybiicker,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts, 
Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Rari- 
den,  Randolph,  Reed,  Beily,  Rencber,  Ridgway,  Rob- 
ertson, Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
She&r,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Sbepard, 
Shields,  Siade,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Talia- 
fenro,  Taylor,  Tillinghast,  Titus,  Toland,  Underwood, 
Tamderreer,  Webster,  Albert  8.  White,  John  White, 
Elisha  WbiUlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Shent>d  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Worthington, 
Yell,  and  Yorke— 18*. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Atherton,  Bonldin,  Cambreleng, 
Cloiwney,  Coles,  Cushman,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Far- 
rington,  Imac  Fletcher,  fW,  Harrison,  Holt,  Hnbley, 
Kam,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  McKay,  Abraham  McClellan, 
MoClure,  Moore,  Parris,  Pebiken,  Rirea,  Sbeplor, 
Spencer,  Thomas,  Tomey,  and  Jared  W.  Williams 
— S». 


IK  SENATE. 

Friday,  Jane  1. 

Jovia  Territory — Motion  to  make  the  Tenure  <if 
Judge*  during  Good  Behavior — Ejected  Re- 
eauee  the  Constitution  does  not  apply  to  Ter- 
ritori«$. 

The  Senate  took  up,  as  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  bill  to  divide  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
and  to  establish  the  Territorial  govemment  of 
Iowa. 

Mr.  CiAT,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  making  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  jadges 
dnring  good  Savior,  instead  of  iot  fonr  years, 
as  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sbtiib  opposed  the  motion,  and  spoke 
of  the  inconvenience  of  having  officers  for  life, 
who  mnst  be  continued  in  office,  no  matter  how 
nnqnalified,  unless  they  conld  be  convicted  un- 
der an  impeachment,  which  was  exceedingly  dif- 
ficult to  be  done.  He  thought  it  the  safest 
practice  that  the  tenure  of  office  for  all  public 
servants  shoald  be  for  short  periods. 

Mr.  NoRVBLt  said,  that  if  any  defect  or  incon- 
venience resulted  from  the  tenure  of  good  be- 
havior, prescribed  in  this  bill  as  the  tenure  by 
which  the  judges  of  the  territory  of  Iowa  were 
to  hold  their  offices,  the  fault  was  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  The  first  section 
of  the  third  article  of  that  instrument  provides 
that  "  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Oourt,  and  in 
mteh  inferior  Court*  as  the  Oonfreu  may,  from 
time  toUme,  ordem^  tmd  mtabluh.    The  jadges 


both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts  «AaU 
hold  their  office*  during  good  bekarior."  The 
judges  of  the  Territories  are  the  United  States 
judges,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate, 
under  the  authority  of  laws  of  the  United 
States.  If  they  are  not  United  States  judges, 
they  mnst  be  foreign  judges,  or  no  judges  at  alU 
In  the  government  of  the  North-western  Terri- 
tory, the  first  Territorial  government  estabU«)i- 
ed  by  the  United  States,  and  established  in  the 
same  year  in  which  the  constitution  was 
framed,  a  provision  is  found  constituting  a 
court  of  three  jadges ;  "  and  their  commissions 
shall  continue  in  force  during  good  behavior.^ 
This  may  be  considered  a  contemporaneooa  in< 
terpretation  of  the  constitutional  provision  in 
relation  to  the  tenure  and  character  of  the  ju- 
dicial office  in  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  He  considered  the  constitution  clear 
on  this  subject.  While,  therefore,  he  should, 
if  unrestrained  by  that  instrument,  be  in  favor 
of  a  term  Of  years,  instead  of  the  term  for  life, 
he  could  not  consent  to  vote  for  the  amendment 
which  proposed  to  limit  the  tenure  ot  these 
Iowa  judges  to  four  years. 

Messrs.  Allen  and  Morris  opposed  tiie  mo- 
tion, contending  that  the  provision  in  the 
constitution  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  did  not  apply  to  the  Territories. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  was  loet, 
and  after  amendments,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESEIifTATIVEB. 

MoHSAY,  June  4. 
JBooi*  for  Member*. 

Mr.  CiJsniNo  asked  leave  to  oflfer  the  follow- 
ing joint  r^olution : 

Setolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  be  authorized  and  directed  to  deliver  to  the 
Seeretary  of  the  Senate,  forty  copies,  and  to  the 
deik  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  three  hundred 
and  mzty  copies  (in  addition  to  the  number  he  !a  now 
authorized  to  deUver  to  those  officers)  of  the  Ist  vol- 
ume of  the  4th  series,  now  published,  of  the  docu- 
mentary history  of  the  American  Revolution,  pub- 
lished by  Messrs.  Clark  and  Force;  and  that  he 
deliver  a  Bke  number  of  copies  to  each  of  those 
officers,  of  every  socceeding  volume  of  that  wwrk, 
as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  seme  diall  have  been  de- 
livered to  him  by  Uie  pvbUshera. 

nattiie  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  tba 
House  of  Bepresei^atives  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
directed,  of  the  copies  so  ibmished,  to  distribute  one 
to  eadi  member  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  to  each  Territorial  delegate  of  the 
28d,  24th,  and  2Sth  Congresses,  who  are  not  entitled 
to  receive  the  same  under  some  former  act  or  reso- 
lution of  Congress. 


Objection  being  made,  Mr.  0.  moved  a  i 
pension  of  the  rales;  which  prevailed — ayes 
104,  noes  not  counted. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  twice,  and  the 
queetioa  being  on  its  engrossment, 

Mr.  Bond  asked  for  the  yeas  and  ni^ ;  but 
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the  Hotue  refused,  and  the  other  stage  was 
passed  to,  and  the  reeolation  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Thtthsdat,  Jnoe  7. 
Pre-emption  Bill. 

The  Senate  "  bill  to  grant  pre-emption  rights 
to  actaal  settlers,"  was  taken  np. 

The  Chaib  propounded  the  question  on  the 
first  amendment,  proposed  by  the  Honse  com- 
mittee on  the  public  lands,  which  was  to  except 
fh>m  the  operations  of  the  pre-empticm,  the 
Hiami  reserve  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  acquired 
by  treaty,  of  which  the  proclamation  was  made 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the 
22d  of  December  last. 

Mr.  Boon  said  the  sabjeot  under  consideration 
was  one  of  very  deep  interest  to  a  numerous 
wnd  most  meritorious  class  of  citizens  of  the  new 
States  and  Territories. 

Mr.  GooDi  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  granting  the  reserved  alternate  sections  at 
the  price  of  $3  60  per  acre,  on  the  Miami  canal 
line,  ill  that  State,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  except 
those  sections  now  settled  and  improved. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  committee  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mat  moved  an  amendment  to  extend  the 
law  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  any  per- 
sons who  may  now,  or  shall  hereafter,  have 
lived  twelve  months  upon  the  public  lands. 

By  general  consent  the  bill  and  various 
amendments  ponding,  were  all  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

IS  SENATK. 

TnuBSDAT,  June  7. 

Fhrida  Indian   War,  and  Cherokee  Treatjf  ^ 

1886. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Wxiobt,  tlie  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  House  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  prevention  and  suppression 
of  Indian  hostilities  for  1888,  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  arrearages  in  1887. 

Mr.  LtivPEjN  said :  I  had  indulged  the  hope, 
and  still  indolge  it,  that  the  Senate  would  be 
permitted  to  act  promptly  on  this  appropria- 
tion bill,  without  bringmg  into  its  disousuoa 
the  exciting  topics  of  the  Morida  and  Cherokee 
treaties,  and  the  Florida  war.  The  service  of 
the  country  and  the  character  of  the  Gh>vem- 
ment  are  at  this  time  suffering  for  the  want  of 
the  passage  of  this  biU.  Drafts  amounting  to 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  are  at  this  mo- 
ment pressed  upon  the  Treasury  of  the  country, 
and  -cannot  be  discharged  till  we  pass  this 
bill.  The  citizens  of  the  country,  who  have 
given  full  and  fur  c(Misideration  for  official 
and  legal  drafts  on  your  Treawory,  onght  not  to 
be  delayed  in  receiving  their  just  dues. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  extreme  reluctance  that 
I  feel  myself  called  upon  to  take  some  notice  of 
the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Sooth  Garo- 
Una,  (Mr.  PBaaroir.} 


The  genUeman,  with  his  usual  eloqaenn, 
has  eulogized  the  savage  chief  Oaeola,  n^aral- 
ly  forgetftal  of  the  many  horrid  deeds  wlueh  M 
to  the  catastrophe  of  this  «ztraordinary  nn. 
When  I  hear  Oseola  eulogized  on  the  loor  i 
this  Senate,  I  can  bnt  rem^nber  the  tresebar 
of  this  much  indulged  man  to  his  tr»sA  nd 
benefiictor,  the  lamented  General  WUey  Thomp- 
son of  Georgia,  with  whom  I  was  long  anodat- 
ed  in  public  life,  and  who  was  IcHig  a  re^iectad 
member  of  the  other  branch  of  Congreas.  Yo, 
this  bloodthirsty  Oseola,  not  only  murdered 
General  Thompson,  but  was,  and  has  been,  tb 
prindpol  organ  of  all  the  horrors  of  the  Iloridi 
war,  indiscriminately  levelled  against  everj  ige 
and  sex.  Sir,  if  I  fail  to  express  my  sympud? 
in  strains  of  equal  eloquence  with  the  Soukr 
from  South  Carolina,  fw  the  suflferingsoftbe 
deserving  portion  of  the  native  race,  I  will  Bit 
yield  to  the  gentleman  my  claims  to  fediiifiiis 
refined,  enla^^ed,  and  sympathetic  for  sDiini( 
humanity,  even  when  a  savage  is  the  victim. 

The  gentleman  has  given  us  a  histoty  of  Ui 
support  imd  defence  of  the  Cherokee  trestjrf 
1886,  and  has  manifested  marked  zetl  is  the 
defence  of  my  State,  aad  a  portion  of  its  psblie 
ftmctionariee.  I  thJank  him  kindly  for  ul  tliii 
voluntary  service.  But,  we  find  mmgled  wilk 
all  this  support  of  the  treaty,  and  zeal  to  Imn 
it  faithfully  and  speedily  executed,  a  spirit  nd 
bearing  in  the  remarks  of  the  genUeman,  vbidi, 
to  my  mind,  is  calculated  to  do  grest  iD)» 
tice  to  the  Administration  which  made  snd  \si 
sustained  this  treaty ;  as  well  as  the  friaidf  of 
the  Administration,  who  have  borne  tb«  iMt 
and  burden  of  the  day,  in  bringing  oar  Indiai 
relations  to  their  present  attitude. 

The  gentieman  reminds  me  of  what  I  litn 
often  seen  in  the  course  of  a  life  not  no*  i 
very  short  one,  that  is :  perMms  vociferoniit 
cause  after  the  viotoir  was  achieved,  and  per- 
sons, too,  who  stood  aloof  while  the  bittle 
raged.  I  will  never  permit  the  Senator  ta 
South  Carolina,  uncontested,  to  step  is  tt  tUi 
late  day,  and  carry  off  whatever  meed  of  pni* 
may  be  due  to  those  who  have  strunled  so  k»( 
to  ralieve  my  beloved  State  from  an  Indian  p«|>*- 
latioo.  I  truly  thank  him  for  all  his  kind  feelliip 
totd  services  to  my  State,  and  her  dtiK*S 
whether  private  or  public  men.  But  «B_  ttt 
kindness  and  zeal  for  my  State  and  her  ^sti*- 
gnished  citizens,  shall  not  induce  me  silentl;  w 
acquiesce  in  ^rect  or  indirect  censure,  wboi  ia- 
properiy  cast  upon  me,  or  the  Admin^tratioB  n 
the  Federal  Government  which  I  support 

The  Cherokee  treaty  of  1886,  after  all  th«tl« 
been  said  to  disparage  the  Government  sad  tu 
Indians  who  formed  it,  I  repeat,  as  I  havs  oft* 
done  before,  it  is  a  monument  of  the  imp'' 
nimity  of  the  Government  on  one  side,  *»  » 
landing  record  of  the  h<mesty  and  pore  P** 
triotism  of  the  Oherokees  who  negotiatsd  i^  <• 
the  othw  side. 

I  was  invited,  at  an  eor^  day,  to  m  »*■ 
commissioner  in  the  execution  of  this  trei^ 
and  have  been  familiar  with  eveiy  impo** 
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tranaaotioii  since,  up  to  the  present  day.  The 
EzecntiTe  GoTenunent  has  uniformly,  and  at 
•U  times,  expressed  an  nnwavering  determina- 
tion to  carry  ont  and  execute  the  treaty,  with- 
out infringement  or  change  of  its  provisions. 
It  has  as  uniformly,  constantly,  and  sincerely 
expressed  a  desire  to  discharge  this  duty  in  a 
spirit  of  the  utmost  kindness  and  liberality  tow- 
ards the  Cherokee  people.  In  all  this  I  have 
eonciuTed  and  co-operated  with  the  Govern- 
ment 

Bat  I  hare  uniformly  dissented  to  that  part 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government  which  has  per- 
mitted John  Ross  and  his  followers,  while  con- 
stantly protesting  against  the  validity  of  the 
treaty,  receiving  the  countenance  and  courtesy 
which  they  have  done  from  the  Government.  I 
have  uniformly  believed,  and  still  believe,  that 
the  best  and  safest  way  to  have  executed  this 
treaty  would  have  been,  from  the  first,  kindly, 
bat  firmly,  to  have  used  the  imperative  language 
to  Boss  and  his  followers — to  have  sud  the  argu- 
ment is  exhausted  in  regard  to  the  treaty — It 
WMtt  he  executed.  I  believe  that  no  proposi- 
tions from  Ross  should  ever  have  been  enter- 
tained, without  being  accompanied  by  a  pledge 
to  cease  from  all  opposition  to  the  removal  of  the 
Oherokees.  But  I  believe  this  difference  of 
^timon  originated  from  no  difference  of  object. 
It  was  the  desire  of  all  to  execute  the  treaty  in 
that  manner  which  might  be  best  for  all  the 
parties  in  interest. 

On  takmg  my  seat  in  the  Senate,  I  found  Ross 
and  his  delegation  still  here,  memorializing 
Congress,  and  making  propositions  to  the  Exec- 
ntire  Government.  In  the  month  of  March,  I 
found,  from  information  derived  from  dif- 
eient  sources,  that  the  Executive  Government 
here  was  stiU  urged  by  gentlemen  in  high  official 
•tatioDS,  to  the  policy  of  conciliating  Rosa  by 
increased  liberality  iu  money.  Amongst  oth- 
ers, I  will  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Gov- 
ernor Gilmer  of  Georgia,  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  March  5,  1838.  The  Governor 
says:  "The  best  informed  persons  residing 
among  the  Cherokees  express  the  opinion  that 
Bow  can,  if  be  will,  remove  his  people  at  once. 
To  avoid  the  great  expense  to  the  Government, 
and  to  preserve  the  lives  and  property  of  our 
citizens,  and  the  Ifldiaiis,  which  may  be  sacri- 
ficed if  the  treaty  is  executed  by  force,  the 
Government  can  well  afford  to  pay  a  very  lib- 
eral price  for  the  voluntary  and  immediate  re- 
moval of  the  Indians.  To  enable  Ross  and 
the  chiefs  to  effect  this  object,  I  believe  it  to 
be  necessary  for  them  first  to  return  home,  see 
their  people,  and  let  them  be  satisfied  that  their 
efforts  to  change  the  treaty  have  been  honest, 
tJaongh  nnavaihng.  The  Cherokees  are  so  sus- 
jHcious  of  their  chiefs,  that  even  Ross,  as  en- 
tirely as  be  has  their  confidence,  might  lose  all 
power  to  serve  thorn  if  he  attempted  to  make  a 
contract  with  the  Government,  for  their  emi- 
gration, b^re  they  were  consulted,  and  their 
approval  oi  the  measure  obtained.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment should  ascertain  upon  Roas's  return 


home,  that  he  had  the  power,  and  was  willing 
te  undertake  tlie  removal  of  his  people,  the 
terms  of  the  contract  could  be  agreed  up(Hi 
without  difficulty  or  delay."  "  If  the  pertinaoi-^ 
ty  of  Ross  should  create  any  difficulty,  it  might 
be  obviated  in  making  no  reference  in  his  con- 
tract to  the  treaty." 

Very  many  letters  from  other  persons  of  high 
respectability  and  official  standing,  to  the  same 
purport  of  dovemor  Gilmer's,  may  be  found  on 
the  files  of  the  War  Department  Indeed,  I 
have  always  myself  anticipated  mischief  grow- 
ing out  of  the  execution  of  this  treaty,  unless 
the  inflnence  of  Ross  was  neutralized  by  force 
or  purchase.  Under  this  aspect  of  the  subject, 
and  after  both  branches  of  Congress  had  given 
sufficient  evidence  of  a  determination  to  exe- 
cute the  treaty,  regardless  of  the  remonstrances 
of  Ross,  and  the  sUly  petitions  of  persons  whol- 
ly ignorant  of  the  subject  upon  which  they 
were  petitioning,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
Ross  might  possibly  be  in  a  situation  to  yield 
to  the  true  interest  of  his  people,  and  let  them 
emigrate  to  the  West  in  peace.  And  hence  my 
assent  was  given  to  the  views  snnested  in  the 
extract  of  Gov.  Gilmer's  letter,  which  I  have 
read.  And  while  I  have  uniformly  protested 
against  any  movement  which  might  in  the 
slightest  degree  retard  the  removal  of  the  Cher- 
okees, I  have,  nevertheless,unifonnly  and  freely 
expressed  the  opinion,  that  the  moment  when 
all  opposition  to  the  treaty  by  Ross  and  his 
party  should  be  yielded  up,  and  a  disposition 
manifested  to  emigrate  with  reasonable  despatch, 
from  that  moment  the  Indians  would  be  secured 
from  any  unreasonable  pressure  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  Georgia. 

I  am  fully  apprised  of  the  great  excitement 
which  has  been  produced  in  my  own  State,  and 
elsewhere,  arising  out  of  the  propositions  of  the 
Secretary  of  AVar  to  John  Ross,  lately  submit- 
ted to  Congress.  I  am  not  only  apprised  of  the 
excitement  but  of  the  misapprehension  which 
seems  to  exist  on  this  subject  I  perceive  from 
the  newspapers  of  Georgia  and  other  States,  as 
well  as  f^om  the  letters  which  I  receive  from 
my  constituents,  that  an  impression  has  been 
made  upon  the  public  mind  that  the  Government 
was  desirous,  and  had  proposed,  unneeemarilg^ 
to  delay  the  emigration  of  the  Cherokees  for 
two  years.  This  I  know  to  be  an  entire  misap- 
prehension. The  extension  proposed  to  the 
States  by  the  Government,  ana  that  in  the  most 
delicate  and  respectful  manner,  was  never  in- 
tended to  embrace  a  longer  period  than  that 
which  might  be  required  by  a  aue  regard  to  the 
common  dictates  of  humanity,  it  being  expressly 
stated  that  the  Cherokees  were  to  be  removed  as 
speedily  as  was  conustent  with  health  and  com- 
fort. General  Scott  is,  moreover,  instructed  to 
continue  the  prosecution  of  the  measures  he  has 
adopted  to  remove  the  Indians,  and  whether 
their  removal  is  to  be  effected  by  compnlsion, 
or  voluntary  emigration  under  their  own 
agents,  so  to  conduct  his  operations  as  to 
putoe  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  there  in  posses- 
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rion  of  their  propertjr  with  as  little  delay  as 
pOBsiUe.  I  admit  that  the  propoeitions  made 
to  John  Boss,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  might 
have  been  put  in  a  form  less  liable  to  misappre- 
hension. Bat  I  know  ponti  vely  that  the  exposi- 
tion given  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  his  letter 
to  Ross,  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  views 
which  he  expressed  to' me  before  making  his 
proportions  to  Ross.  The  Secretary  had  am- 
ple grounds  to  believe  that  Congress  entertained 
the  most  liberal  fedings  toirardto  the  Oherokees, 
and  wonld  willingly  soothe  them,  as  f^  as  that 
oonld  reasonably  be  done,  by  additional  appro- 
priations of  money  to  be  applied  to  their  com- 
rort. 

The  position  of  the  Federal  Administration 
of  the  Government  has,  npon  this  Indian  sub- 
ject, for  many  years  past,  been  most  delicate 
and  peculiar.  Especially  since  the  commence- 
ment of  General  Jackson's  administration,  and 
his  manifested  determination  to  relieve  the 
Sonthem  States  from  the  disadvantages  of  an 
Indian  population.  His  nntiring  vigilanoe  and 
perseverance  on  this  subject  is  now  a  part  of 
the  history  of  the  Government.  But  at  every 
step  a  most  formidable  and  peculiar  opposition 
has  embarrassed  the  Government  in  the  prose- 
cution of  its  Indian  policy.  The  Administration 
has  not  only  had  to  encounter  the  combined  and 
regularly  organized  Opposition,  which  were 
known  as  open  and  avowed  opponents,  but 
many  of  the  friends  of  the  Administration,  es- 
pecially amongst  the  less  informed,  have  been 
used  as  opponents  to  the  Indian  policy  of  the 
Government.  Even  in  the  States  most  deeply 
interested,  we  have  sometimes  seen  the  strong 
feelings  of  self-interest,  waived  to  accommodate 
party  tpirit  and  party  interat.  At  any  rate,  I 
have  often  found  Ihe  measures  of  General  Jack- 
son and  myself,  even  in  Georgia,  discounte- 
nanced by  some  of  our  political  opponents,  as 
far  as  public  opinion  wonld  tolerate  an  expres- 
sion of  disapprobation, 

I  concede  to  the  Governor  of  Georgia  good 
intentions,  in  regard  to  his  views  and  efforts  to 
conciliate  John  RosSj  and  have  yielded  some- 
thing of  my  own  opinions  in  order  that  I  might 
oo-operate  with  his  views  and  wishes,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  Executive  officers  of  the  Federal 
Government  I  shall  always  do  the  Chief  Mag- 
istrate of  my  State  ample  justice,  whatever  po- 
litical difference  of  opinion  may  happen  to  ex- 
ist. I  do,  however,  most  solemnly  protest 
ogcunst  the  justice  of  the  effort  of  the  Senator 
mnn  South  Carolina  to  cast  censure  and  bUime 
upon  the  President  and  Secretary  of  "War,  as 
well  as  myself,  for  yielding  something  to  the 
plainly  expressed  wishes  of  Governor  Gilmer 
and  many  of  his  political  fHends,  especially  his 
northern  Whig  fnends.  If  there  be  any  error 
in  this  matter,  the  sin  lies  at  the  door  of  the 
opponents  of  the  Administration ;  and  yet  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pbbston,)  as 
the  organ  of  the  Southern  wing  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, npbraids  the  Administration  and  its 
fHends  with  throwing  weighty  responsibilities 


npon  the  Governor  of  Geor^o.  I  would  inqimt, 
what  is  the  great  responsibility  thrown  nwe 
the  Gfovernors  of  the  four  States  interested  !i 
this  matter,  even  under  the  misapprebendoa 
indulged  that  the  States  had  been  applied  tofer 
two  years  more  time  for  the  emigratumof  tk 
Cherokees  f  Why,  sir,  the  only  responsibffi; 
is,  to  give  an  answer  in  accordance  viti  (k 
known  wishes  of  the  whole  people  over  whom 
they  preside.  Where  is  the  Governor  who ii«d 
be  distre^ed  or  embarrassed  at  such  retpona- 
bility  as  this  f 

Moreover,  the  Senator  ftom  South  CtrdiM 
(Mr.  PuESTOs)  contends  and  urges  that  them- 
posals  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  John  fow 
amounts  to  a  new  treaty,  and  to  an  infriiij^ 
ment  of  the  treaty  of  1885.  I  am  not  able  bt- 
self  to  put  any  such  constrnetion  on  the  piroo- 
sals  of  the  Secretary.  The  Secretary,  in  bb 
proposals  to  Ross,  in  the  very  first  seuteiite, 
disclaims  all  right  on  the  part  of  the  Teiai 
Government  to  enter  into  any  treaty  etipolj- 
tions  which  might  affect  the  rights  of  the  Stites. 
And  we  find  a  reiteration  of  the  same  senti- 
ments, and  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  of  tiie 
States,  throughout  the  document  under  oonad- 
eration. 

That  temporary  mischief  has  grown  oat  rf 
the  misapprehensions  which  hove  spresd  «W 
the  country  in  relation  to  this  subject,  I  w 
fully  aware.  But,  from  the  nature  of  HAmA 
trust  that  the  excitement  will  soon  abate,  B* 
constant  and  daily  movements  and  operatiffiis 
of  the  Government  must  snrely  correct,  wifto* 
delay,  any  mistaken  impressions  which  naj 
have  existed.  The  Government  is  moriugfw- 
ward  in  the  discharge  of  its  duty.  Gairi 
Scott's  instructions  remain  unchanged.  S 
character  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  MsditJ 
will  be  discharged  with  fidelity  and  ability. 

In  conclusion,  I  wonld  beg  leave  to  i«<im^ 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pbb- 
TON,)  to  be  assured  of  my  fidelity  to  my  coa^ 
nents,  especially  upon  this  In(Uan  subject  I 
can  assure  the  honorable  Senator,  that  be  b 
wholly  mistaken,  if  ho  supposes  that  ^*^^ 
ing  of  his  remarks  will  ever  induce  the  Sonfr 
em  wing  of  his  own  party  to  believe  thit  I 
have  no  more  ulf-lote  than  to  give  a  victmyti> 
my  opponents,  which  has  b<?en  achieved  by  idJ 
fnends  and  myself. 

Mr.  LmpKni  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Cui, 
of  Alabama,  Strange,  SorrHAsn,  and  Wmn, 
when  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  brj 
unanimous'  vote,  and  was  about  to  p«M  "J 
unanimous  consent,  when  Mr.  Hcbbabd  *• 
ted  that  Mr.  Bbston  had  expressed  to  hm« 
desire  to  address  the  Senate  on  its  third  rw- 
ing. 


Fbtoat,  June  8. 
Florida  Indian  War  BiU. 
The  question  being  on  the  third  reading  <i 
the  Mil— 
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lit.  Bkmton  said,  that  so  far  as  the  passage 
of  the  act  was  ooDOcrned,  there  vas  no  neoeasi- 
tj  for  bim  to  sajr  a  word.  The  gentlemen  who 
bad  spoken  against  it  would  all  vote  for  it ; 
and  it  was  to  answer  things  said  in  their  speech- 
es, and  not  to  gain  votes,  that  be  now  felt  him- 
MU  called  upon  to  speak. 

A  Senator  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Southabd) 
Las  expressly  charged  that  a  fraud  was  commit- 
ted upon  the  Florida  Indians  in  the  treaty  ne- 
gotiated with  them  for  their  removal  to  the 
West ;  that  the  war  which  has  ensaed  was  the 
consequence  of  this  fraud ;  and  that  our  Gov- 
ernment was  responsible  to  the  moral  sense  of 
the  community,  and  of  the  world,  for  all  the 
blood  that  has  been  shed,  and  for  all  the  money 
that  has  been  expended,  in  the  proseontion  of 
this  war.  This  is  a  heavy  accnsation.  At 
home,  it  attaches  to  the  party  in  power,  and  is 
calculated  to  make  them  odious ;  abroad,  it  at- 
taches to  the  country,  and  is  calculated  to  black- 
en the  national  character. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  first  located 
this  imputed  fraud  in  'the  Payne's  Landing 
treaty,  negotiated  by  General  Gadsden,  in  Flor- 
ida, in  the  year  1832 ;  and  after  being  tendered 
an  issue  on  the  fairness  and  generosity  of  that 
treaty  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  (Mr. 
Olat,)  he  transferred  the  charge  to  the  Fort 
Gibson  treaty,  made  in  Arkansas,  in  the  year 
1838,  by  Messrs.  Stokes,  Ellsworth,  and  Sober- 
merhoro.  This  was  a  considerable  change  of 
locality,  but  no  change  in  the  accusation  itself; 
the  two  treaties  being  but  one,  and  the  last  be- 
ing a  literal  performance  of  a  stipulation  con- 
ttmied  in  the  first.  The  Seminole  Indians  in 
Florida  b^g  an  emigrant  band  of  the  Creeks, 
and  finding  game  exhausted,  subsistence  difiS- 
cnlt,  and  white  settlers  approaching,  oon- 
daded  to  follow  the  mother  toibe,  the  Greeks, 
to  the  West  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  reunite 
with  them.  This  was  conditionally  agreed  to 
be  donf  at  the  Payne's  Landing  treaty ;  and  in 
that  treaty  it  was  stipulated  that  a  deputation 
of  Seminole  obie&,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  should  pro- 
ceed to  ib»  Greek  oonotry  beyond  the  Missis- 
uppi— ^ere  to  ascertain  first  whether  a  suita- 
ble ooontry  could  be  obtained  for  them  there ; 
and  secondly,  whether  the  Greeks  wonld  re- 
ceive them  back  as  a  part  of  their  confederacy : 
and  if  the  deputation  should  be  satisfied  on 
these  two  points,  then  the  conditional  obligation 
to  remove,  contained  in  the  Payne's  Landing 
treaty,  to  become  binding  and  obligatory  npon 
the  Seminole  tribe.  The  deputation  went;  the 
two  points  were  solved  in  the  affirmative ;  the 
oUi(^ion  to  remove  became  absolute  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians;  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  commenced  preparations  for 
Meeting  their  easy,  gradual,  and  comforta- 
ble removal.  The  entire  emigration  was  to  be 
completed  in  three  years,  one-third  going  annu- 
ally, commencing  in  the  year  1883,  and  to  be 
finished  in  the  years  1834  and  1835.  The  dep- 
utation sent  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  com- 


pleted their  agreement  with  the  Creeks  on  the 
28th  of  March,  1883 ;  they  returned  home  im- 
mediately, and  one-third  of  the  tribe  was  to  re- 
move that  year.  Every  thing  was  got  ready  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  both  to  transport 
the  Indians  to  their  new  homes,  and  to  subsist 
them  for  a  year  after  their  arrival  there.  But, 
instead  of  removing,  the  Indians  began  to  invent 
excuses  and  to  interpose  delays,  and  to  pass  off  the 
time  without  commencing  the  emigration.  The 
year  1833,  in  which  one-third  of  the  tribe  were 
to  remove,  passed  off  without  any  removal ;  ^e 
year  1884,  in  which  another  third  was  to  gOy 
was  passed  off  in  the  same  manner ;  the  year 
1836,  in  which  the  emigration  was  to  have  been 
completed,  passed  away,  and  the  emigration  was 
not  begun.  On  the.contrary,  on  the  last  days 
of  the  Last  month  of  that  year,  while  the  United 
States  was  still  peaceably  urging  the  removal, 
an  accumulation  of  treacherous  and  horrible  as- 
sassinations and  massacres  were  committed. 
The  United  States  Agent,  General  Thompson, 
Lieutenant  Smith,  of  the  artillery,  and  five 
others,  were  assassinated  in  sight  of  Fort  King ; 
two  expresses  were  murdered;  and  Migor 
Dade's  command  was  massacred.  In  their  ex- 
cuses and  pretexts  for  not  removing,  the  In- 
dians never  thought  of  the  reasons  which  have 
been  supplied  to  them  on  this  floor.  They 
never  thought  of  alleging  fraud.  Their  pre- 
texts were  frivolous ;  as  that  it  was  a  long  dis- 
tance, and  that  bad  Indians  lived  in  that  coun- 
try, and  that  the  old  treaty  of  Fort  Moultrie 
allowed  them  twenty  years  to  live  in  Florida. 
Their  real  motive  was  the  desire  of  blood  and 
pillage  on  the  part  of  many  Indians,  and  still 
more  on  the  part  of  the  five  hundred  runaway 
negroes  mixed  up  among  them. 

This  is  the  plain  and  brief  narrative  of  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  Seminole  war ;  it  is  the 
brief  historical  view  of  the  case ;  and  if  I  was 
speaking  under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  in 
reply  to  incidental  remarks,  I  should  content 
myself  with  this  narrative,  and  let  the  question 
go  to  the  country  npon  the  strength  and  credit 
of  this  statement.  But  I  do  not  speak  under 
ordinary  circumstances ;  I  am  not  replying  to 
incidental  and  casual  remarks.  I  speak  in 
answer  to  a  formal  accnsation,  preferred  on 
this  floor ;  I  speak  to  defend  the  late  and  pres- 
ent Administrations  from  an  odious  charge, 
and,  in  defending  them,  to  vindicate  the  char- 
acter of  our  country  from  the  accnsation  of  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Soutoakd.) 
Mr.  Bbnton  then  proceeded  at  much  length  to 
defend  the  last  and  the  present  Administrations 
from  the  charge  stated. 


HOTTSE  OF  RBPEEfiENTATnrES. 
Wednksdat,  June  20. 
Message  from  the  President — Border  Outrages 
— Canada  and  the  United  States  Frontier. 
The  Spbakks  laid  before  the  Hoose  the  fol- 
lowing Message : 
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[SSnOoaa. 


To  the  Houu  of  Sepretentativet  oftht  United  Statet : 
I  transmit,  id  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  11th  inst,  reports 
irom  the  Secretary  of  State,  Treasury,  and  War,  and 
the  documents  referred  to  by  them  respectively.  It 
vill  be  seen  that  the  outrages  committed  on  the 
steamboat  Sir  Bobert  Peel,  under  the  British  flag, 
^thin  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  upon  the 
steamboat  Telegraph,  under  the  American  flag,  at 
Rockville,  in  Upper  Canada,  have  not  been  followed 
by  any  demand  of  either  Government  on  the  other 
for  redress.  These  acts  have  been  so  far  treated  on 
each  side  as  criminal  oS'ences,  committed  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  tribunals  competent  to  inquire  into  the 
ftcts,  and  to  punish  the  penons  eoncemed  in  them. 
Investigations  have  been  made,  some  of  the  individ- 
nab  inculpated  have  been  arrested,  and  prosecutions 
•re  in  progress,  the  result  of  which  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed. The  excited  state  of  public  feeling  on  the  bot^ 
deis  of  Canada,  on  both  sides  of  the  line,  has  occa^ 
doned  the  most  painful  anixety  to  this  Government. 
Every  efibrt  has  been,  and  will  be,  made  to  prevent 
the  success  of  the  design  apparently  formed,  and  in 
course  of  execution  by  Canadians  who  have  found  a 
refuge  within  our  territory,  aided  by  a  few  reckless 
persons  of  our  own  countiy,  to  involve  the  nation  in 
a  war  with  a  neighboring  and  friendly  power.  Such 
design  cannot  succeed  when  the  two  Governments 
appreciate,  and  confidentiy  rely  upon  the  good  faith  of 
each  other  in  the  performance  of  their  respective  dn- 
ties.  With  a  fixed  determination  to  use  all  the  means 
in  my  power  to  put  a  speedy  and  satisfactory  termina- 
tion to  these  border  troubles,  I  have  the  most  confident 
assurances  of  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  British 
authorities  at  home  and  in  the  North  American  posses- 
sions, in  the  accomplishment  of  a  purpose  so  sincerely 
and  eamestiy  desired  by  the  Governments  and  people, 
both  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

M.  VAN  BUBEN. 
WASHiNOTOir,  June  SO,  1888. 

The  Message  and  reports  were  referred  to 
the  Oommittee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


IN  BKNATE. 

Wbdnesdat,  Jtine  20, 
LouUiana  Land  Claimt  and  Titlet. 

Mr.  MouTON  moved  that  the  bills  relating  to 
private  and  public  land  claims,  be  considered  on 
fHday ;  many  of  which,  he  said,  it  was  right 
sboi^d  be  acted  on  at  once. 

Mr.  Kniobt  did  not  know  what  there  was  in 
these  bills  to  entitle  them  to  preference. 

Mr.  MouTON  would  not  have  asked  to  have 
taken  them  np,  were  he  not  convinced  that 
they  wonld  not  consume  the  time  of  the  Senate. 
The  most  of  them  were  very  plain  cases,  not 
involving  any  principle  likely  to  lead  to  dis- 
cussion ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  were  highly 
interesting  to  a  large  portion  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Bentoh  would  inform  the  Senate  that  it 
■was  not  a  private  bill  which  the  Senator  fixwn 
Louisiana  asked  to  be  considered  on  Friday,  but 
a  whole  class  of  bills,  some  of  which  had  been 
before  the  country  for  the  last  thirty-four  years 


in  one  shape  or  other ;  and  he  de«red  to  have 
them  taken  np  on  that  day. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Aholuihment  oflmprttontMAtfor  Debt. 

Mr.  GBimDT  said  there  was  a  bill  laid  oa  the 
table  yesterday,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  in  relation  to  the  abolishment 
of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  oases.  He 
was  lavorable  to  the  bill,  and  said  that  if  it 
were  to  be  passed  this  session  it  could  not  be 
acted  on  too  speedily ;  end  he  moved  to  take  it 
up. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment,  vie: 
making  the  matter  correspond  with  those  States 
where  the  said  abolition  of  imprisonment  had 
in  whole  or  in  part  been  abolished. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  further  amended  at  the  soggM- 
tion  of  Mr.  Pbbntiss,  and  passed  by — 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucfaama, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  lIcKean,  ilank, 
Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nilea,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Boggles,  Sevier,  &iBth 
of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Stosnge, 
Swift,  Tallmadgo,  Tipton,  Wall,  White,  WiUims, 
and  Wright— 38. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Freston,  toA 
Boane — 1. 

North-easterm  Bowidary. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
WiLUAMs's  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  InD 
to  provide  for  the  survey  and  determinatiofi  ef 
the  North-eastern  boundary. 

Mr.  Wriqht  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Gooh' 
mittee  on  Foreign  Belations. 

Mr.  Williams  said  that,  considering  the  im- 
portance of  the  question  to  Maine,  and  tiiat  het 
Senators  and  Representatives  were  requested 
by  her  JjCgislature  to  urge  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  move  its  nfenuet 
to  a  Select  Committee.  Mr.  W.  did  this  with- 
out intending  the  least  disrespect  to  the  Oom- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  to  which  the  Sen- 
ator flrom  New  York  had  proposed  the  referaaee^ 
and  to  which,  under  other  circumstances,  then 
would  be  an  obviotis  propriety  in  oonunittiDf 
the  bill.  But  it  could  not  have  esc^>ed  the 
notice  of  the  Senate  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Oommittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in  the  comas 
of  the  debate,  had  stated  his  opinion,  that  if 
the  bill  should  go  to  that  oommittee  it  would 
probably  keep  it  without  making  a  report,  cr 
report  it  back  to  the  Senate  with  notice  that 
he  wonld  move  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Messrs.  Wkioht,  Rites,  Calboun,  and  Bc- 
CBANAN,  advocated  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  on  the  gromid 
that  it  involved  questions  of  high  import  !■ 
regard  io  our  foreign  relations. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Foreign  Relations. 
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Fbisat,  Jane  22. 
Wouikington  Monument  Society. 

Mr.  NoRVELL  presented  the  niemorial  of  the 
officers  and  managers  of  the  Washington  Monn- 
ment  Association  in  relation  to  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  that  association ;  and  moved 
that  it  be  printed. 

Ifr.  Morris  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
paper ;  and  the  Secretary  haying  read  a  portion 
of  it, 

Mr.  Kino  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  there 
being  several  e&pressions  in  it  which  he  thought 
disrespectful,  and  oaght  not  to  be  read  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  NoKTELL  hoped  that  his  friend  from 
Alabama  would,  for  a  moment,  withdraw  his 
motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table.  This 
paper  proceeded  from  as  respectable  a  body 
of  gentlemen  as  any  in  the  country ;  and  he 
did  think  that,  as  tiiey  considered  themselves 
to  have  been  ii^jurionsly  assailed  on  this 
floor,  they  should  have  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard.  It  was  trne  that  they  had  used  strong 
language ;  but  thh,  under  the  circumstances, 
was  natural.  Let  the  memorial  be  read,  and 
then  the  Senate  might  take  what  course  they 
thought  proper,  aa  regarded  the  farther  dis- 
position of  it.  By  the  statement  of  moneys 
collected,  it  appeared  that  the  society  had  re- 
ceived only  between  27,000  and  28,000  dollars, 
of  which  they  had  invested  upwards  of  $27,- 
000,  principally,  he  believed,  in  Pennsylvania 
State  stocks.  Between  four  oud  five  hundred 
remained  uninvested.  Except  what  had  been 
allowed  to  collectors  in  the  aifferent  States,  as 
commissions  for  moneys  obtained  from  sub- 
scribers by  them,  very  little  had  been  expend- 
ed, OS  the  statement  would  show.  He  was 
authorized  to  say,  too,  that  the  books,  with  the 
names  of  all  the  contributors  to  the  monument, 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, open  to  the  inspection  of  all. 

Mr.  EiKO  did  not  perceive  that  the  subject 
of  the  memorial  was  a  matter  with  which  the 
Senate  had  any  thing  to  do,  and  that  no  action 
of  the  Senate  could  resnlt  from  it ;  and  secondly, 
he  objected  to  the  farther  reading  of  it,  because 
it  contained  expressions,  applied  to  the  Senators 
or  the  Senate,  which  ought  not  to  be  permitted 
to  be  read  there. 

Mr.  Pbbstok,  who  Just  then  entered  the 
chamber,  remarked,  that  the  memorial  was  from 
very  respectable  persons,  who  conceived  them- 
selves injured  by  something  tliat  trans]>ired  on 
tills  floor.  If  it  was  a  question  of  reception, 
he  must  hear  the  paper  read  before  he  could 
vote  on  it. 

Mr.  Kino  said  there  was  no  question  of  re- 
ception rused.  The  paper  was  received.  His 
motion  was  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  and  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  wished  to  know  whether 
it  was  r^speotftil  or  not,  he  could  easily  read  it 
at  the  Secretary's  table.  He  had  objected  to 
the  reading,  because  the  paper  spoke  disrespect- 
fully  of  members  of  that  body. 


Mr.  Sbtieb  observed  t^at  this  day  was  set 
apart  for  -  the  consideration  of  private  land 
ouums;  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  consumed 
as  yesterday  was  in  debate.  The  matter  com- 
plained of  by  these  individuals  had  been  pub- 
lished in  the  public  newspapers,  and  he  pre- 
sumed the  editors  would  have  no  objection  to 
insert  their  reply.  It  was  a  matter  with  which 
the  Senate  had  nothing  to  do,  and  he,  therefore, 
moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  carried. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRKBKHT.l'nVES. 

Satubdat,  Jane  23. 

Texas  Annexation — Right  of  Slate»  to  petitum 
Congreu — GaU  to  order  by  the  Speaker — 
Appeal  from  the  Speaker — Speaker  nutained 
ly  the  Houte. 

Mr,  Adams  proceeded  in  his  remarlcs  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  in 
relation  to  the  annexation  of  Texas ;  and  was 
referring  to  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition,  and 
the  proceedings  in  the  House  last  Congress  upon 
his  tendering  a  petition  of  that  character,  stat- 
ing that  he  should  have  no  hesitation  in  pre- 
senting a  petition  from  a  slave,  if  his  memorial 
was  properly  couched,  and  on  a  proper  subject, 
or  something  to  this  effect. 

The  Speaker  called  Mr.  A.  to  order,  saying 
that  his  remarks  were  irrelevant  to  the  subject 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Adams  was  patting  an  extreme  case,  by 
way  of  illustration,  which  was  in  order. 

The  Speaker  again  reminded  Mr.  A.  that  he 
was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Lkoarb  sidd  he  felt  compelled  to  call  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  order;  and 
cries  of  order  were  heard  in  various  parts  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Adahb  called  upon  the  Speaker  to  re- 
duce the  disorderly  words  to  writing,  and 
appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  said  the  Ciiaib  could  not  be 
called  upon  to  reduce  remarks  made  out  of 
order  to  writing.  It  had  never  been  known, 
either  by  any  rule,  or  by  parliamentary  usage. 

Several  members  referred  to  the  twenty-third 
rule  of  the  House,  which  requires  that  dis- 
orderly words  shall  be  reduced  to  writing. 

The  Speaker  said  he  was  perfectly  aware 
of  that  rale,  and  it  applied  to  cases  where  one 
member  called  another  to  order  for  disorderly 
or  personal  remarks,  and  not  to  the  Speaker, 
when  he  called  a  member  to  order  for  irrele- 
vant remarks,  for  the  rule  says  the  Speakbb 
»hdU  call  members  to  order,  and  makes  it  vn- 
peratively  his  duty. 

Mr.  Adams  called  for  the  reading  of  the  rule. 

The  Speaker  read  the  rule  requiring  that  a 
member  "  shall  confine  himself  to  the  question 
under  debate,"  and  siud  he  had  called  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  to  order  for  irrele- 
vaoey  in  debate.    As  he  was  about  to  pat  the 
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-  question  on  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair, 

Mr.  Adams  again  insisted  npon  haTing  the 
irords  reduced  to  writing. 

Cries  of  "  order  I  "  "  order  I " 

The  Speakkb  directed  Mr.  Adams  to  take  his 
seat. 

Mr,  Adams  oontinned  to  hold  the  floor,  and 
persisted  in  demanding  that  the  words  shonld 
be  reduced  to  writing,  and  said  he  wonld  then 
u>pea],  but  he  wonld  not  appeal  from  the  de- 
osion  ia  tiie  form  in  which  the  Spkakkb  had 
pnt  it 

The  Spkaxkb  then  pnt  the  qnestion  ap<»i  the 
^peal ;  and  the  decision  of  the  Chaib  was  sus- 
tained. 

Tua. — ^Heasra.  John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  An- 
drews, Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beatty,  Birdaall, 
Boon,  Brodhead,  Bronsoii,  Buchanan,  Combreleng, 
John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Clown- 
ey,  Connor,  Craig,  Crajry,  Crockett,  Cusbman,  Davee, 
Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dennis,  Dron^oole,  Edwards,  El- 
more, Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Olasoock,  Grant- 
land,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hajner,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Eaynea,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Wm.  H. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jenifer, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  Elingensmith,  L^are,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Loran,  Looi^  Lyon,  Mallory,  Martin,  Maury,  Kax- 
mM,  HoKay,  Robert  McCIellan,  Abraham  McClellan, 
HcClure,  Menefee,  Miller,  Mon^omery,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Samuel  W.  Morris^  Noble,  Parker,  Parris,  Payn- 
ter,  Pearce,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss,  Randolph, 
Reily,  Ecncher,  Rives,  Rumsey,  Charles  Shepard, 
^elds,  Sbeplor,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Steuart,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Titus,  Toucey,  Tumey,  Vail, 
Vanderveer,  John  White,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Sherrod  WUliama,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Word,  Wor- 
thington,  Yell,  and  Yorke— 116.  ' 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Borden,  Briggs,  William 
B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cusbing,  Dar- 
lington, Davies,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher, 
Fi]£nore,  Goode,  6rennell,Halstead,  Hastings,  Henry, 
Lincoln,  Samson  Mason,  McKennan,  Mitchell,  Naylor, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck,  Potts,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Robin- 
son, Blade,  Stanly,  Tillmghast,  and  Elisha  WhitUesey 
—86. 


IS  BSNATB. 

Wkdhbsdat,  July  4. 
2!brtA-ea$tem  Boundary. 

Mr.  Buohanak,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  presented  a  report,  in  which 
they  nnanimously  recommend  to  the  Senate  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

Jlaolvtd,  That  after  a  careful  examination  and  de- 
Uberate  consideration  of  the  whole  controversy  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  relative 
to  the  North-eastern  boundary  of  the  former,  the 
Senate  does  not  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  entire  prac- 
ticability of  running  and  marking  that  boundary 
ta  strict  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  de- 
finitive treaty  of  peace  of  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighty-three ;  and  entertain  a  perfect  conviction  of  the 


justice  and  validity  of  the  title  of  the  United  States 
to  the  iVUl  extent  of  all  the  territory  in  diqrate  be- 
tween the  two  power*. 

JHfolvtd,  further.  That,  conadering  that  mian 
than  half  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the  condonn 
of  that  treaty ;  conadering  the  extraordinary  delay 
which  has  hitherto  marked  the  negotiations  and  pco- 
ceedings  of  the  Governments  of  uie  two  coontiies, 
in  their  endeavor  amicably  to  settle  the  controveny, 
and  considering  the  danger  of  mntoal  irritation  md 
collisions  upon  the  border  of  kindred  and  fiimJlT 
nations  from  further  procrastination,  the  Senate  ca- 
not  forl>ear  to  express  an  earnest  desire  that  the 
pending  negotiation  shonld  be  brotight  to  a  doK, 
and  the  finu  decision  of  the  dispute  be  made  aa  early 
as  practicable. 

Jtttolved,  That,  as  it  wonld  be  inexpedient  for  dK 
United  States  to  proceed,  upon  their  separate  aothor 
ity,  to  survey,  and  marie  the  NorUi-eastem  bonndsry, 
until  all  reasonable  means  of  effecting  that  object  by 
the  consent  and  concurrence  of  Ixith  paniea  dnl 
have  been  exhausted,  the  "  bill  to  provide  for  survey- 
ing the  Nonh-eastem  boundary  line  of  the  United 
States  according  to  the  treaty  of  seventeen  hmdrri 
and  eighty-three  "  ought  not  to  pass ;  and  it  is  tlMM- 
fore  oraered  that  it  Iw  laid  tqion  the  table. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Eentnoky,  had  been  Tery  anx- 
ious tiiat  the  report  should  be  read  and  weighed 
with  all  the  attention  and  consideration  belong- 
ing to  80  grave  and  important  a  sut^ect ;  tbi 
qnestion  bad  been  most  deliberately  and  care- 
fully examined  in  the  committee ;  the  report, 
whioh  was  the  work  of  the  Cludrman,  was 
prepared  with  very  great  ability ;  that  mBeh 
labor  had  been  devoted  to  it,  in  the  short  space 
that  had  been  allowed,  and  which  was  the 
more  creditable  to  its  anthor,  amid  his  other 
varions  and  pressing  duties;  and  that  it  wai 
well  calculated  to  i^vance  his  high  character 
before  the  cotmtry. 

Mr.  Taiimadob  concurred  entirely  with  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  as  to  the  talent  and 
ability  with  which  it  was  drawn  np,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  presented  the  great  qnes- 
tion. If,  unhappily,  at  any  time  hereafter  any 
coUision  sbonlo  arise  between  the  two  eooa- 
triea,  which  he  hoped  most  nncerely  wonld  b* 
avoided,  it  was  very  important,  in  hia  view, 
that  the  people  of  the  country  shonld  nnde^ 
stand  the  merits  of  the  controversy.  Thw 
were  set  forth  in  that  report  in  a  oondensed, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  sufiiciently  com|Jeta 
and  ample  manner  to  enable  them  fully  to  ooo- 
prehend  and  understand  it.  The  report  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  widely  and  extensively  ci^ 
onlated.  He  should,  therefore,  move  for  the 
printing  of  an  extra  number  of  copies,  ths 
largest  that  shonld  be  thought  proper ;  and  b» 
therefore  moved  for  the  printing  of  10,000 
extra  copies;  yrhich,  afterwards,  at  the  ang- 
gestion  of  Mr.  Wiluams,  supported  by  other 
gendemen,  he  increased  to  20,000. 

[Thisseadonof  G<Kigreaswaa  eoodadad  byj*'^' 
reecrintion  on  Mondqr,  Jidy  9, 1888.] 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  COKGRESS.-THIRD  SESSION. 


PBOCEEDINOS  AND  DEBATES 


or  TBB 


SENATE   AND   HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


IK  BIOTATE. 
IfoHDAT,  December  8, 1888. 

At  12  o'clock,  the  Senate  was  called  to  order 
by  the  Hon.  W.  R.  King,  of  Alabama,  Presi- 
dent pro  tempore. 

The  Cbaib  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Ephbauc  H.  Fobtkb,  appointed  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  a  Senator 
from  that  State,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  tiie  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Fsuz 
Gbtwdt. 

The  usual  oath  was  then  administered  to 
Hr.  FosTiB  by  the  President,  and  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mobsib, 

(Mend,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  inform 
tiie  House  of  RepresentatiTes  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  had  assented,  and  were  read;  to  proceed  to 
busineas. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weioht, 

Raolvtd,  That  a  committee  be  ^>pointed  to  Join 
such  coomiittee  is  maj  be  i^^int^  on  the  put  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  Iiim  tliat  quo- 
rums of  the  two  Houses  Iiad  assembled,  and  were 
ready  to  receive  any  commMnications  he  mi^t  make ; 
whereupon, 

Messrs.  TVBioaT  and  Aluk  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  by  the 
President. 


HOtTSK  OP  RBPREBKNTATIVBa 

MoBDAT,  December  8. 

This  bdng  the  dar  set  apart  by  the  Oonstito- 
tion  of  the  United  States  for  the  annnal  meet- 
ing of  Congress,  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Pouc,  called 
the  Hoose  to  order  at  12  o'dock,  M, 
Vol.  Xm 


The  following  gentlemen  appeared,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats : 

Messrs.  Bkkrs  and  Pctnam  of  New  York, 
GiDDiNOB  and  Swkabinobn  of  Ohio,  and  Gbabb 
of  Alabama. 

Wueonsin  Election. 

Mr.  Obabt,  of  Michigan,  announced  to  the 
Chair  that  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Dott  was  in  attend- 
ance as  a  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin, and  moved  that  he  be  qualified. 

Mr.  Jokes,  of  Wisconsin,  then  rose  and  pro- 
tested against  the  right  of  Mr.  Doty  to  take 
his  seat  in  violation  of  Mr.  J.'s  rights  as  the 
sitting  member,  no  vacancy  having  occurred, 
and  he  having  never  resigned. 

The  Chaib  said  that  It  was  a  question  for 
the  House  to  take  its  order  upon. 

Mr.  Cbabt  produced  the  certificate  of  Mr. 
Dorr's  election  fh>m  Governor  Dodge ;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  MoExnc  moved  to  lay  Mr.  Obabt's  mo- 
tion on  the  table,  but. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mbboxb,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  postponed  till 
Thursday  next 

EUetion  of  Glerl. 

The  Chaib  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  fh>m 
the  Chief  Clerk,  notifying  the  House  of  the 
death  of  Col.  Waltkb  S.  Ibanklik,  late  Clerk 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  Fbtbikin  then  submitted  a  resolution, 
authorizing  the  present  Assistant  Clerk  to  act 
as  Clerk  of  the  House  until  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  Mr.  FBAMKixBr  should  be 
filled. 

a  resolution  for  the  Bouse  to  prooe«d  forth  wii£ 
to  elect  a  Clerk. 
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Mr.  Dbomooolb  moved  an  atnendment  so  as 
to  provide  that  the  election  ehoold  be  <eiva 
toce. 

Mr.  MiLUoix  inquired  if  this  motion  was  in 
order. 

The  Chair  ruled  it  to  be  so. 
•   Mr.  Dbohooolb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  ordered,  were — yeas  119,  nays  91. 

So  the  amoidment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to ;  and  the  qnestion  recurring  on  the 
latter  as  amended. 

So  the  House  determined  to  proceed  with 
the  election  of  a  Clerk  forthwith,  viva  mm, 
and  HvoH  A.  Gablakd,  of  Virginia,  having 
received,  on  the  third  ballot,  a  mdority  of  all 
the  votes,  was  declared  duly  elected  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  present  Congress. 


IN  SENATE. 

TuxsDAT,  December  4. 

Mr.  Oi^T,  of  Alabama,  appeared  in  his  place. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Mr.  Gabland,  their  Clerk, 
stating  that  the  House  was  organized  and  ready 
to  proceed  to  business. 

Presidenfi  Meuage. 
Mr.  TVbioht,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 

gointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
tates  and  inform  him  that  quorums  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  had  assembled,  and  were 
ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  might 
make,  reported  that  they  had  performed  the 
duty  assigned  them. 

A  Message  was  then  received  trom  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  by  Mabtin  Van 
BuBSN,  jr.,  his  Private  Secretary,  as  follows : 

FtUotKititeni  ^  the  Senate 

and  Haute  of  JiepreientativtM  : 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  favorable  dreomstaDces 
in  the  condition  of  our  country,  under  which  you 
reassemble  for  the  performance  of  your  official 
duties.  Though  the  anticipations  of  an  abundant 
harvest  have  not  everywhere  been  realized,  yet,  on 
the  whole,  the  labors  of  the  husbandman  are  re- 
warded with  a  bountifnl  return  ;  industry  prospeta 
In  its  various  channels  of  business  and  enterprise  ; 
general  health  again  prevails  through  our  vast  di- 
versity of  climate ;  nothing  threatens,  from  abroad, 
the  conUnuance  of  external  peace ;  nor  has  any 
tiling  at  home  Impaired  the  strength  of  those  fra- 
ternal and  domestic  ties  which  constitute  the  only 
cuarantee  to  the  success  and  permanency  of  our 
happy  Union,  and  which,  formed  in  the  hour  of 
peril,  have  hitherto  beea  honorably  sustained 
through  every  vicissitude  in  our  national  atbirs. 
These  blessings,  which  evince  the  care  and  benefi- 
cence of  Providence,  call  for  our  devout  and  fervent 
gratitude. 

We  have  not  less  reason  to  be  grateful  for  other 
bounties  bestowed  by  the  same  munificent  hand, 
and  more  exclusively  our  own. 

The  present  year  closes  the  first  half  century  of 
our  Federal  institutions ;  and  our  system— differing 
fVom  an  others  in  the  acknowledged,  practical,  and 
unlimited  operaUon  which  it  has  for  so  long  a  period 


given  to  tba  aovereignty  of  the  people — baa  now 
been  folly  tested  by  experience. 

The  eonstitation  devised  by  our  forefathefs  as 
the  frameworic  and  bond  of  that  system,  then  «n- 
tried,  has  become  a  settled  form  of  Govemment ; 
not  only  preserving  aud  protecting  the  great  pria- 
ciples  upon  which  it  was  founded,  but  wonderfnllj 
promoting  individual  happiness  and  private  inter- 
ests. Though  subject  to  change  and  entire  revo- 
cation, whenever  deemed  inadequate  to  all  these 
porpoeea,  yet  such  is  the  wisdom  of  its  constme- 
tion,  and  so  stable  has.  been  the  public  sentiniest, 
that  it  remains  unaltered,  except  in  matters  of  de- 
tail, comparatively  unimportant.  It  has  proved 
amply  sufficient  for  the  various  emergencies  inci- 
dent to  our  condition  as  a  naUon.  A  fomudabl* 
foreign  war ;  agitating  collisions  between  domestic, 
and, Id  some  respects,  rival  sovereignties;  Vemf- 
tations  to  interfere  in  the  intestine  commotiona  it 
neighboring  countries;  the  dangerous  inflmnea 
that  arise  in  periods  of  excessive  prosperity ;  and 
the  anti-republican  tendencies  of  associated  wealth 
— ^these,  with  other  trials  not  less  formid^le,  have 
all  been  encountered,  and  thus  fiir  suceessfnlly  re- 
sisted. 

It  was  reserved  for  the  American  Union  to  test 
the  advantages  of  a  Government  entirely  depaideat 
on  the  continual  exercise  of  the  popular  wiU  ;  aid 
our  experience  has  shown  that  it  is  as  beneficeota 
practice  as  it  is  just  in  theoiy.  Each  snccmin 
change  made  in  our  local  institutions  Uaa  eontrik- 
uted  to  extend  the  right  of  soffinee,  has  increoed 
the  direct  influence  of  the  mass  of  the  conkmonitT, 
given  greater  fi«edom  to  individual  exertioB,  a^ 
restricted,  more  and  more,  the  powers  of  Govcn- 
ment ;  yet  the  intelligence,  prudence,  and  patriots 
ism  of  the  people  have  kept  pace  with  this  ai^ 
mented  responsibility.  In  no  country  baa  edaci^ 
tion  been  so  widely  difftased.  Domestic  peace  hit 
nowhere  so  largely  reigned.  The  close  bonds  at 
social  intercourse  have  in  no  instance  prev^ed 
with  such  harmony  over  a  space  so  vast.  All  forat 
of  religion  have  united,  for  the  first  time,  to  diffee 
charity  and  piety,  t>eoanse,  for  the  first  time  in  tte 
history  of  nations,  all  have  been  totally  antnn- 
melled,  and  absolutely  free.  The  deepest  reoesNS 
of  the  wilderness  have  been  penetrated  ;  yet,  in- 
stead of  the  rudeness  in  the  social  condition  ooii» 
quent  Upon  such  adventures  elsewhere,  nvmeroa 
communities  have  sprung  up,  already  unriTmHed  is 
prosperity,  general  intdlligence,  internal  tranqui- 
lity, and  the  wisdom  of  their  political  institatiaot. 
Internal  Improvement,  the  frait  of  individoal  ea- 
terprise,  foetered  by  the  protection  of  tbe  Suttt, 
has  added  new  links  to  the  confederation,  and 
fresh  rewards  to  provident  industry.  Doobtfil 
questions  of  domestic  policy  have  been  quic^ 
settled  by  mutual  forbearance;  and  agticuknie, 
commerce,  and  manufactures,  minister  to  eaek 
other.  Taxation  and  public  debt,  the  bordai 
which  bear  so  heavily  upon  all  other  countrici, 
have  pressed  with  comparative  lightness  npon  oa 
Without  one  entangling  alliance,  onr  friendship  ii 
prized  by  every  nation ;  and  the  rights  of  our  citi- 
zens are  everywhere  respected,  because  tfaey  *n 
known  to  be  guarded  by  a  united,  seositire,  aal 
watchful  people. 

To  this  practical  operation  of  oar  institationa,  n 
evident  and  successnil,  we  owe  that  increased  at- 
tachment to  them  which  is  among  the  most  chese' 
ing  exhibitions  of  popular  sentiment,  and  wiU  pran 
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tkeir  b«t  seowity,  ia  tine  to  eom«,  igklBst  foreign 
or  dofflettio  assault. 

Thb  review  of  the  renilta  of  onr  inatitottona,  for 
half  ■  eentnry,  without  exciting  •  apirit  of  rain 
exultatien,  atioald  aenre  to  inipreaa  upoa  us  the 
great  principles  from  which  they  have  sprung; 
c«aMant  and  direct  supervision  bj  the  peo|M  over 
every  public  measure ;  strict  fortMsraace  on  the 
part  of  the  Qoremment  irom  exercising  any  doubt- 
ful or  disputed  powers ;  and  a  cautious  abstinence 
fron  all  interference  with  eonoerns  which  properly 
betoog,  and  are  best  left  to  State  leguUtiona  and 
indiTldual  enterprise. 

Fan  information  of  the  state  of  our  foreign 
afitiils  having  been  recently,  on  different  ooca- 
aiona,  submitted  to  CJongress,  I  deem  it  necessary 
now  to  bring  to  your  notice  only  such  events  as 
haTe  subsequently  occurred,  or  are  of  such  impor- 
tasoe  as  to  require  particular  attention. 

The  most  amicable  dispoeitions  continue  to  be 
exhibited  by  all  the  nations  with  whom  the  Gor- 
emneot  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  an 
habitual  intercourse.  At  the  date  of  my  last  an- 
nnal  message,  Uexico  was  the  only  nation  which 
could  not  be  included  in  so  gratifying  a  reference 
to  oar  foreign  relations, 

I  am  happy  to  be  now  able  to  inform  you  that 
an  advance  has  been  made  towards  the  adjustment 
of  onr  difBculties  with  that  Republic,  and  the 
fertoration  of  the  customary  good  feeling  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  This  important  change  has 
teen  effected  by  conciliatory  negotiations,  that 
h*T«  resulted  in  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  between 
tbe  two  Goremments,  which,  when  ratified,  will 
refer  to  the  arbitrament  of  a  friendly  power  all  the 
■objects  of  controversy  between  us  growing  out  of 
injuries  to  mdividnals.  There  is,  at  present,  also, 
reason  to  believe  that  an  equitable  settlement  of 
sUl  disputed  points  will  be  attained  without  further 
difficulty  or  unnecessary  delay,  and  thus  authorize 
tiho  free  resumption  of  diplomatic  intercourse  with 
our  sister  Republic. 

With  respect  to  the  north-eastern  boundary  of 
the  XTnited  States,  no  official  correspondence  be- 
tween this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain 
haa  passed  since  that  communicated  to  Congress 
towards  the  close  of  their  last  session.  The  offer 
to  negotiate  a  convention  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  commission  of  survey  and  ezpioration,  I  am, 
however,  assured  will  be  met  by  her  Uajesty's  Gov- 
ernment in  a  conciliatory  and  friendly  s|&t,  and 
instmctions  to  enable  the  British  Minister  here  to 
conclude  such  an  arrangement  will  be  transmitted 
to  him  without  needless  delay.  It  is  hoped  and 
expected  that  these  instruotions  will  be  of  a  liberal 
character,  and  that  this  negotiation,  if  successful, 
will  prove  to  be  an  important  step  towards  the 
gatiafaetory  and  final  acyustment  of  the  contro- 
Toi»y. 

I  bad  hoped  that  the  respect  for  the  laws  and 
regard  for  the  pe^ce  and  honor  of  their  own  coun- 
try, which  has  ever  charaeterized  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  would  have  prevented  any  por- 
tion of  them  from  luiing  any  means  to  promote  in- 
snrrection  in  the  territory  of  a  power  with  which 
we  are  at  peace,  and  with  which  the  United  States 
are  desirous  of  maintaining  the  most  friendly  rela- 
tions. I  regret  deeply,  however,  to  be  obliged  to 
inform  you  that  this  has  not  been  the  case.  Infor- 
Boation  has  been  given  to  me,  derived  from  official 
ao4  other  sources,  that  many  citizens  of  the  United 


Slates  have  associated  together  to  make  hostile  in- 
cnruons  from  our  territory  into  Canada,  and  to 
aid  and  abet  insurrection  there,  in  violation  of  the 
obligations  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
open  disregard  of  their  own  duties  as  citizens. 
Tnis  information  has  been  in  part  confirmed,  by  a 
hostile  invasion  actually  made  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  in  conjunction  wiUi  Canadians  and 
others,  and  accompanied  by  a  forcible  seizure  of 
the  property  of  our  citizens,  and  an  application 
thereof  to  the  prosecution  of  military  operations 
against  the  authorities  and  people  of  Qwada. 

The  results  of  these  criminal  assaults  upon  the 
peace  and  order  of  a  neighboring  country,  hare 
been,  as  was  to  be  expected,  fatally  destructive  to 
the  misguided  or  deluded  persons  engaged  in  them, 
and  highly  injurious  to  those  in  whose  behalf  they 
are  professed  to  have  been  undertaken.  The  au- 
thorities in  Canada,  from  intelligence  received  of 
such  intended  movements  among  our  citizens,  have 
felt  themselves  obliged  to  take  precautionary  meas- 
ures against  them;  have  actually  embodied  the 
militia,  and  assumed  an  attitude  to  repel  the  inva- 
sion to  which  they  believed  the  colonies  were  ex- 
posed from  the  United  States.  A  state  of  feeling 
on  both  sides  of  the  frontier  has  thus  been  pro- 
duced, which  called  for  prompt  and  rigorous  inter- 
ference. If  an  insurrection  existed  in  Canada,  the 
amicable  dispositions  of  the  United  States  towards 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  their  duty  to  themselves, 
would  lead  them  to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality, 
and  to  restrain  their  citizens  from  all  violations  of 
the  laws  which  have  been  passed  for  its  enforce- 
ment. But  this  Government  recognizes  a  still 
higher  obligation  to  repress  all  attempts  on  the 
part  of  its  citizens  to  disturb  the  peace  of  a  coun- 
try where  order  prevails,  or  has  been  re-established. 
Depredations  by  our  citizens  upon  nations  at  peace 
with  the  United  States,  or  combinations  for  com- 
mitting them,  have  at  all  times  been  regarded  by 
the  American  Government  and  people  with  the 
greatest  abhorrence.  Uilitary  incursions  by  our 
citizens  into  countries  so  situated,  and  the  com- 
mission of  acts  of  violence  on  the  members  thereof^ 
in  order  to  effect  a  change  in  its  government,  or 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  have,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  our  Government,  been  held  equally 
criminal  on  the  part  of  those  engaged  in  them,  and 
as  much  deserving  of  punishment,  as  would  be  the 
disturbance  of  the  pubUc  peace  by  the  perpetration 
of  sinular  acts  within  our  own  territory. 

By  no  country  or  persons  have  these  invaluable 
principles  of  international  law — principles,  the  strict 
observance  of  which  is  so  indispensable  to  the  pres- 
ervation of  social  order  in  the  world — been  more 
earnestly  cherished  or  sacredly  respected  than  by 
those  great  and  good  men  who  first  declared,  and 
finally  established,  the  Independence  of  our  own 
country.  They  promulgated  and  maintained  them 
at  an  early  and  critical  period  in  our  history ;  they 
were  subsequently  embodied  in  legislative  enact- 
ments of  a  highly  penal  character,  the  faithful  en- 
forcement of  which  has  hitherto  been,  and  will,  I 
trust,  always  continue  to  be,  regarded  as  a  duty 
inseparably  associated  with  the  maintenance  of  our 
national  honor.  That  the  people  of  the  United 
States  should  feel  an  interest  in  the  spread  of  po- 
litical institutions  as  free  as  they  regard  their  own 
to  be,  is  natural ;  nor  can  a  sincere  solicitude  for 
the  success  of  all  those  who  are,. at  any  time,  in 
good  iaith  struggling  for  their  acquisition,  be  im- 
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Dated  to  our  citizens  as  •  crime.  'With  the  entire 
freedom  of  opinion,  and  an  nndisgnised  expression 
thereof,  on  their  part,  the  Government  has  neittter 
the  ririit,  nor,  I  trust,  the  disposition  to  interfere. 
But  whether  the  interest  or  the  honor  of  the 
United  States  require  that  thej  should  be  made  a 
party  to  any  such  struggle,  and,  by  Inevitable  con- 
sequence, to  the  war  wmcli  is  waged  in  its  support, 
is  a  question  which,  by  our  constitution,  is  wisely 
left  to  Congi«M  idone  to  decide.  It  is,  by  the  kws, 
•beady  made  criminal  in  our  citisens  to  embarrass 
or  anticipate  that  decision,  by  unauthorised  military 
operations  on  their  part.  Offences  of  this  diar- 
aoter,  in  addition  to  their  criminality  as  violations 
«f  the  laws  of  onr  country,  liare  a  direct  tendency 
to  draw  down  upon  our  own  citizens  at  large  the 
multiplied  evils  of  a  foreign  war,  and  expose  to  in- 
joriona  imputations  the  grod  £uth  and  honor  of  the 
eoontry.  As  such  they  deserve  to  be  put  down 
with  promptitnde  and  decision.  I  cannot  l>e  mis- 
t^en.  I  am  confident,  in  counting  on  the  cordial 
and  general  conenrrence  of  our  fellow-citizens  in 
this  sentiment.  A  copy  of  the  proclamation  which 
I  have  fdt  it  my  duty  to  issue,  is  herewith  commu- 
nicated. I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  good  sense 
and  patriotism,  the  regard  for  the  honor  and  repu- 
tation of  their  country,  the  respect  for  the  laws 
which  they  have  themselves  enacted  for  their  own 
government,  and  the  love  of  order  for  which  the 
mass  of  our  people  have  been  so  long  and  so  justly 
disdnguished,  will  deter  the  comparatively  few  who 
are  engaged  in  them  from  a  further  prosecution  of 
rnch  desperate  enterprises.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
exi^ng  laws  have  been,  and  will  conthiue  to  be, 
fitithfiiOy  executed ;  and  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  carry  them  out  in  their  full  extent.  Whether 
they  are  sufficient  or  not,  to  meet  the  actual  state 
of  things  on  the  Canadian  frontier,  it  is  for  Con- 
gress to  decide. 

It  will  appear  from  the  correspondence  herewith 
snbmitted,  that  the  Government  of  Russia  declines 
a  renewal  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  convention 
of  April,  1824,  between  the  United  Sutes  and  his 
Imperial  Mijesty,  by  the  third  article  of  which  it  is 
agreed  that  "hereafter  there  shall  not  be  formed 
by  the  dtizens  of  the  TJmted  States,  or  under  the 
authority  of  the  said  States,  any  establishment  upon 
the  north-west  coast  of  America,  nor  in  any  of  the 
islands  ac|jacent,  to  the  north  of  S4°  40'  of  north 
latitude ;  and  that  in  the  same  manner  there  shsU  be 
none  formed  by  Russian  subjects,  or  under  the  au- 
thority of  Russia,  south  of  the  same  parallel ; "  and 
by  the  fourth  article,  "that,  during  a  term  of  ten 
years,  counting  from  the  sisnature  of  the  present 
oonvenUon,  the  ships  of  both  powers,  or  wmch  be- 
long to  their  citizens  or  subjects  respectively,  may 
reciprocally  frequent,  without  any  hindrance  what- 
ever,* the  interior  seas,  gulfs,  harbors,  and  creeks 
upon  the  coast  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article, 
for  the  purpose  of  fishingand  trading  with  the  na- 
tives of  the  country."  The  reasons  assigned  for 
declining  to  renew  the  provisions  of  this  article, 
are,  briefly,  that  the  only  use  made  by  our  citizens 
of  Uie  privilege  it  secures  to  them,  has  been  to  sup- 
jdy  the  Indians  with  spirituous  liquors,  ammunition, 
and  fire-arms ;  that  this  traffic  has  been  excluded 
from  the  Russian  trade ;  and  as  the  supplies  ftir- 
nidied  from  the  United  States  are  injurious  to  the 
Rusdan  establishments  on  the  north-west  coast,  and 
calculated  to  produce  complaints  between  the  two 
Governments,  bis  Imperial  Miyesty  thinks  it  for  the 


interest  of  both  eonntries  not  to  accede  to  the 
proposition  made  by  the  American  Govemmoit  for 
the  renewal  of  the  article  last  referred  to. 

The  correspondence  herewith  communicated  w31 
show  the  grounds  upon  which  we  contend  that  t^ 
citizens  of  the  United  States  have,  imlependeiit  of 
the  provisions  of  the  convention  of  1824,  a  right 
to  trade  with  the  natives  upon  the  coast  in  qoc*- 
tion,  at  unoccupied  places,  liable,  however,  it  is 
admitted,  to  be  at  any  time  extinguiahAl  by  the 
creation  of  Russian  establishments  at  such  pointa. 
This  right  is  denied  by  the  Ruarnan  Govenunent, 
which  asserts  that,  by  the  operation  of  the  treaty 
of  1824,  each  party  agreed  to  waive  the  general 
right  to  land  on  tiie  vacant  coasts  on  the  respective 
sides  of  the  degree  of  latitude  referred  to,  and  ac- 
cepted, in  lieu  tiiereo^  the  mutnal  privileges  aoi- 
tioned  in  the  fourth  article.  The  capital  and  ton- 
nage em^oyed  by  our  citizens  in  their  trade  with 
the  north-west  coast  of  America  will,  perhaps,  oa 
adverting  to  the  official  statements  of  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  United  SUtes  for  the  last 
few  years,  be  deemed  too  incondderable  in  azMHrat 
to  attract  much  attention ;  yet  the  Bat:ject  may,  in 
other  respects,  deserve  the  carefol  corndderation  ef 
Congress. 

I  regret  to  state  that  the  blodude  of  the  prfadpil 
porta  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Mexico,  which,  in  can- 
sequence  of  differences  between  that  Repoblie  and 
France,  was  instituted  in  Hay  hst,  unfortonately  stffl 
continues,  enforced  by  a  competent  Frendi  naval 
force,  and  is  neceasaiily  embanasring  to  oar  own 
trade  in  the  golf,  in  common  with  tiiat  vS  oths 
nations.  Every  disposition,  however,  is  believed  to 
exist  on  the  part  of  the  Froidi  Government,  to  re»- 
der  this  measure  ss  littie  onerotn  as  pr^cticabte  to 
the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  tai 
to  those  of  nentral  commeroe ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  an  eariy  settiement  of  the  difficulties  between 
France  and  Mexico,  will  soon  re-estabUah  the  har- 
monious relations  formeriy  sabdsting  between  tbea, 
and  asain  open  the  ports  of  that  Republic  to  the  ves- 
sels of  all  friendly  nations. 

A  convention  for  marking  that  part  of  tiie  boim- 
dary  between  the  United  Statea  and  the  Repabiie  «f 
Texas,  which  extends  from  the  mouth  of  this  Ssibine 
to  the  Red  River,  was  conduded  and  signed  at  Urn 
city  on  the  26th  of  April  last  It  has  since  been 
ratified  by  both  Governments ;  and  seascmable  meM- 
ures  will  be  taken  to  carry  it  into  effect  on  tiw  part 
of  the  United  States. 

The  application  of  that  Republic  for  aJinissiua 
into  this  Union,  made  in  August,  1887,  and  wUdi 
was  declined  for  reasons  already  made  known  to  yoa, 
had  been  formally  withdrawn,  as  will  a]^>ear  fiva 
the  accompanying  copy  of  the  note  of  the  MinistB' 
Flenipotentia^  of  Texas,  which  was  presented  ti 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  occasion  of  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  the  convention  above 
menuoned. 

Copies  of  the  convention  withvTezas,  of  a  ooa- 
merdal  treaty  condnded  with  the  King  of  Oreeee, 
and  of  a  iiali$x  treaty  witii  tiie  Peru-Bolivian  Ooa- 
federation,  the  ntiflo^ons  of  which  have  been  re- 
cendy  exchanged,  accompany  tills  meas^e  for  te 
information  of  Congress,  and  for  sodi  legislatii* 
enactments  as  may  Im  fouiid  necessary  or  expeafieot, 
in  relation  to  either  of  them. 

To  watdt  over  and  foster  the  interests  of  a  grad- 
ually increadng  and  widely  extended  commerce ;  to 
guard  the  rights  at  AmeAcaa  cit^awis,  whan  iMrf- 
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■e«,#r  pteMore,  or  other  motiTea,  nay  tempt  into 
tfatant  climea,  and  >t  the  Mme  time  to  cultivate 
those  aentiraents  of  mutual  respect  and  good  will 
iridch  experience  iiaa  prored  so  beneBdal  in  inter- 
■■tknal  interoonne,  the  Qoreniment  of  the  United 
Slates  las  deemed  it  expedient,  from  time  to  time,  to 
latablish  diplomatio  connections  with  dilTerent  foreign 
States,  by  the  appointment  of  representatires  to 
reside  within  their  respective  territories.  I  am  grati- 
fied to  be  enabled  to  announce  to  yon  that,  since  the 
dose  of  your  last  session,  these  relations  liave  been 
opened  under  the  happi^  anspices  with  Austria  and 
the  Two  Sicilies ;  that  new  nominations  have  been 
made  in  the  respective  misri(His  of  Russia,  Brazil, 
Belgiom,  and  Sweden  and  Norway,  in  this  country ; 
and  that  a  Minister  Extraordinary  has  been  received, 
accredited  to  this  Government  firom  the  Argentine 
Oonfedeiation. 

An  exposition  of  the  fiscal  aSUrs  of  the  Govem- 
ni«nt,  and  of  thdr  condition  for  the  past  year,  will 
be  made  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  available  balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st 
of  January  next,  is  estimated  at  |S,766,342.  The 
receipts  of  the  year,  from  customs  and  lands,  will 
probably  amount  to  920,616,598.  These  usual  sources 
of  revenue  have  been  increased  by  an  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes— of  which  less  than  eight  milions  of  dollars, 
indoding  interest  and  principal,  will  be  outstanding 
at  the  end  of  the  year— and  by  the  sale  of  one  of  the 
bondfl  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  $2,8M,- 
671.  The  aggregate  <rf  means  from  these  and  other 
soaroes,  with  the  balance  on  hand  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
nary  last,  has  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  appro- 
priatioDa  by  Congress.  The  whole  expenditure  ibr 
the  year  on  their  accoont,  indnding  the  redemption 
of  more  thav  eight  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  consti- 
tatea  an  aggregate  of  about  forty  millions  of  dollars, 
and  will  stul  leave  in  the  Treasury  the  balance  before 
stated. 

Meariy  eight  millions  of  dollars  of  Treasury  notes 
are  to  be  paid  during  the  coming  year,  in  addition  to 
the  <»dinary  ^ipropriations  for  the  support  of  Qov- 
emment.  For  tioth  these  purposes,  the  resources  of 
tiie  Treasury  will  undouMedly  -  be  soffldent,  if  the 
diarges  upon  it  are  not  increased  beyond  the  annual 
estimates.  No  excess,  however,  is  likely  to  exist; 
Bor  can  the  postponed  instalment  of  the  surplus  rev- 
eone  be  deposited  with  the  States,  nor  any  consider- 
able appropriati(His  beyond  the  estimates  be  made, 
withoat  causing  a  deficiency  in  the  Treasury.  The 
great  caution  advisable  at  all  times,  of  Hmiting  appro- 
priations to  the  wants  of  the  public  service,  is  ten- 
dered necessary  at  present  by  the  prospective  and 
rapid  reduction  of  the  tariff;  while  tiie  vigilant  Jeal- 
ousy, evidently  exdted  among  the  people  by  the 
oecanencesof  thelsstfew  years,  assures  us  that  they 
expect  from  their  representatives,  and  will  snstain 
them  In  the  exercise  of,  the  most  rigid  eoonomy. 
Mach  can  be  effected  by  postponing  appropriations, 
not  immediately  required  for  the  ordinary  pubUo  ser- 
Ttoe,  or  for  any  pressing  emergency ;  and  much  by 
reducing  the  expenditures  where  the  entire  and  im- 
mediate accomplishment  of  the  objects  in  view  Is  not 
intfspensahle. 

When  we  call  to  mind  the  recent  and  extreme 
embarrassments  produced  by  excessive  issues  of 
bank  paper,  aggravated  by  the  unforeseen  withdrawal 
of  much  foreign  capital,  and  the  inevitable  derange- 
ment arising  from  the  distribution  of  the  surplus 
revenue  among  the  States  as  required  by  Omgieat ; 
and  oonsida  the  heavy  e^jeoses  incurred  by  £e  re- 


moval of  Indian  tribes ;  by  the  military  opeiation* 
in  Florida ;  and  on  aoeoont  of  the  unusually  large 
appropriations  made  at  the  last  two  annual  sessions 
of  Congress  for  other  objects,  we  have  striking  evi- 
dence, in  the  present  efficient  state  of  our  flnanoes, 
of  the  abundant  resouroes  of  the  country  to  fulfil  all 
its  obligations.  Nor  is  it  less  gratifying  to  find  that 
the  general  business  of  the  community,  deeply  affect- 
ed as  it  has  been,  is  reviving  with  additional  vigor, 
chastened  by  the  lessons  of  the  past,  and  animated 
by  the  hopes  of  the  fbtore.  By  the  curtailment  of 
paper  issuei ;  by  curbing  the  sanguine  and  adven- 
turous spirit  of  speculation ;  and  by  the  honorable 
application  of  all  available  means  to  the  fulfilment  of 
obligations,  oonfidenoe  has  been  restored  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  ease  and  facility  secured  to  all 
the  operations  of  trade. 

The  agency  of  the  Qoveniment  in  produdng  these 
results  has  been  as  efficient  as  its  powers  and  means 
permitted.  By  withhdding  from  the  States  the 
deposit  of  tiie  fourth  instabnent,  and  leaving  several 
millions  at  long  credits  with  the  banks,  prindpally 
in  one  section  of  the  country,  and  more  Immediately 
beneficial  to  it ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  aiding  the 
banks  and  commercial  communities  in  other  sections, 
by  postponing  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties  to  the 
amount  of  between  four  and  five  millions  of  dollars ; 
by  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes  as  a  means  to  enable 
the  Government  to  meet  the  consequences  of  their 
indulgence ;  but  affbniing,  at  the  same  time,  ftdli- 
ties  for  remittance  and  exchange ;  and  by  steadily 
declining  to  employ  as  general  depositories  of  the 
public  revenues,  or  receive  the  notes  of  all  banks 
whidi  reftased  to  redeem  them  with  spede :  by  these 
measures,  aided  by  the  favorable  action  of  some  of 
the  bsnks,  and  by  the  support  and  co-<^ration  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  community,  we  have  witnessed 
an  eariy  resumption  of  spede  payments  in  our  great 
commercial  capital,  promptiy  followed  in  almost 
every  part  of  the  United  States.  This  result  has  been 
alike  nUutary  to  the  true  interests  of  agriculture,  cfrnt- 
merce,  and  manufactures ;  to  public  morals,  respect 
for  the  laws,  and  that  confidence  between  man  and 
man  wfaidi  is  so  essential  in  all  our  sodal  relations. 

The  contrast  between  the  suspension  of  1814  and 
that  of  I8<7  is  most  striking.  The  short  duration 
of  the  latter;  the  prompt  restoration  of  business; 
the  evident  benefits  resulting  from  an  adherence 
by  the  Government  to  the  constitutional  standard 
of  value,  instead  of  sanctioning  the  suspension  by 
the  receipt  of  irredeemable  paper ;  and  the  advan- 
tages derived  from  the  large  amount  of  spede  in- 
troduced into  the  country  previous  to  1837,  afford 
a  valuable  illustration  of  the  true  policy  of  the  Got- 
emment  In  such  a  crisis ;  nor  can  the  comparison 
fidl  to  remove  the  impression  that  a  national  bank 
is  necessary  in  such  emergencies.  Not  only  were 
spede  payments  resumed  without  its  aid,  but  ex- 
changes have  also  been  more  rapidly  restored  than 
when  it  existed;  thereby  showing  that  private  cap- 
ital, enterprito,  and  pnidence  are  fully  adequate  to 
these  ends.  On  all  these  points  experience  seems 
to  have  confirmed  the  views  heretofore  submitted 
to  Congress.  We  have  been  saved  the  mortification 
of  seeing  the  distress  of  the  community  for  the  third 
time  seized  on  to  fasten  upon  the  country  so  dan- 
gerous an  institution ;  and  we  may  also  hope  that 
the  bnsinessof  individuals  will  hereafter  be  relieved 
from  the  ii\|nrious  effects  of  a  continued  agitation 
of  that  disturbing  sulject.  The  limited  ii^uenee 
of  a  national  bank  in  averting  derangement  in  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


e&i 


ABBIDQMENT  OF  THE 


Decembbr,  1888.] 


Tht  Pn$idt»fM  Xa$aft. 


[26«H  Com. 


esohknges  of  the  country,  or  in  compeDfaig  th«  re- 
■umptioD  of  specie  payments,  ia  now  not  lees  ap- 
parent than  it«  tendency  to  increase  inordinate  speo- 
vlation  by  sudden  expansions  and  contractions;  its 
dsposition  to  create  panic  and  embarrassment  for 
the  promotion  of  its  own  designs ;  its  interference 
irith  politics ;  and  its  &r  greater  power  for  evil  tlian 
for  good,  either  in  regard  to  the  local  institutions 
•r  the  operations  of  Ooremment  itself.  What  was, 
in  theie  respects,  bnt  apprehension  or  opinion  when 
•  national  bank  was  first  established,  now  stands 
eonlnned  by  humiliating  experience.  The  scenes 
through  which  we  have  passed  coDcludrely  prove 
how  Intle  our  commerce,  agriculture,  manufactures, 
or  finances,  require  such  an  institution,  and  what 
dangers  are  attendant  on  its  power — a  power,  I 
trust,  never  to  be  conferred  by  the  American  peo- 
ple upon  their  GoTemment,  and  still  less  upon  indi- 
Tiduais  not  responsible  to  tliem  for  its  unavoidable 
abuses.  > 

My  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  further  leg^Ia- 
tive  provisions  for  the  safekeeping  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  moneys,  and  my  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  the  measures  best  adapted  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  those  objects,  have  been  already  sub- 
mitted to  you.  These  have  been  strengthened  by 
recent  events ;  and,  in  the  full  conviction  that  time 
and  experience  must  still  further  demonstrate  their 
propriety,  I  fed  it  my  duty,  with  respecti\il  defer- 
ence-to  the  conflicting  views  of  others,  again  to  in- 
vite your  attention  to  them. 

With  the  exception  of  limited  sums  deposited  in 
tlie  few  banks  still  employed  under  the  act  of  18S6, 
the  amounts  received  for  duties,  and,  with  very  in- 
considerable exceptions,  those  accruing  from  lands 
also,  have,  dnce  the  general  suspension  of  specie 
jtayroents  by  the  deposit  banks,  been  kept  and  dis- 
bnned  by  the  Treasurer,  under  his  general  legal 
'  yowers,  subject  to  the  superintendence  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  The  propriety  of  defining 
more  specifically,  and  of  regulating  by  law,  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  wide  scope  of  Executive  discretion, 
has  been  already  submitted  to  Oongress. 

A  change  in  the  office  of  collector  at  one  of  our 
principal  ports,  has  brought  to  lig^t  a  defalcation 
of  the  gravest  character,  the  particolara  of  which 
will  be  hid  before  you  in  a  special  report  from  the 
Secretary  t>f  the  Treasury.  By  his  report  and  the 
aocompanying  documents,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
weekly  returns  of  the  defaulting  officer  apparently 
exhibited,  throughout,  a  faithful  administration  of 
the  affairs  intrusted  to  his  management.  It,  how- 
ever, now  appears,  that  he  commenced  abstracting 
the  public  moneys  shortly  after  his  appointment, 
•Dd  continued  to  do  so,  progressively  increadng  the 
•mount,  for  the  term  of  more  than  seven  years,  em- 
bracing a  portion  of  the  period  during  which  the 
public  moneys  were  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  StatM,  the  whole  of  that  of  the  Bute  bank 
deposit  system,  and  concluding  only  on  his  retire- 
ment from  office  after  that  system  had  substantially 
failed,  in  consequence  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments. 

The  way  in  which  this  defiilcation  was  so  long 
concealed,  and  the  steps  taken  to  indemnify  the 
United  States,  as  far  as  practicable,  against  loss, 
will  also  be  presented  to  you.  The  case  is  one 
which  imperatively  claims  the  attention  of  Congress, 
and  fiimishes  the  strongest  motive  for  the  establish- 
ment  of  a  more  severe  and  secure  system  for  tbe 


safokeei^g  and  diriHosement  of  the  pubBo  ia§oi»^ 
than  any  that  has  heretofore  existed. 

It  seems  proper,  at  all  events,  tfaa*,  by  an  eaiij 
enactment,  similar  to  that  «f  other  ooimtriea,  ths 
application  of  public  money  by  an  officer  of  Govecn- 
ment  to  private  uses,  should  be  made  •  fokny,  and 
visited  with  severe  and  ignommioua  pnnisbment 
This  is  already,  in  efTsct,  the  law  in  reqtect  to  the 
mint,  and  has  been  produoUve  of  the  most  aalotaiy 
results.  Whatever  system  is  adopted,  such  an  en- 
actment irould  be  wise  as  an  independent  niBaMius, 
since  much  of  die  public  moneys  must,  in  their  col- 
lection  and  ultimate  disbursement,  pass  twice  throagk 
the  hands  of  public  officers,  in  whatever  maaasr 
they  are  intermediately  kept.  The  GovemmeBt,  it 
must  be  admitted,  has  been  from  its  conuaenoenNst 
comparatively  fortunate  in  this  respect.  But  ths 
appointing  power  oannot  always  be  well  advised  ia 
its  selections,  and  the  experience  of  every  conatiy 
has  shown  that  puUio  officen  are  not  at  all  tisasi 
proof  againt*  temptation.  It  is  a  duty,  tberefne, 
which  the  Government  owes,  as  well  to  the  inteieM 
committed  to  its  care  as  to  the  officers  themselves,  Is 
provide  every  guard  against  tran8gressi<xis  of  Oil 
character  that  is  consistent  with  reason  and  hnmaai^. 
Congress  cannot  be  too  jealous  of  the  ooodoct  «t 
those  who  are  intrusted  with  the  public  money ;  aal 
I  shall  at  all  times  be  disposed  to  encourage  a  watcfafU 
disdiarge  of  this  duty.  If  a  more  direct  co-oporatiia 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  in  the  snperriaon  of  tbe  oast- 
duct  of  the  officers  intrusted  with  Hm  custody  sal 
application  of  the  public  money  is  deemed  deairaUe, 
it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  sssist  in  the  efrtsMishsaet 
of  any  judidous  and  constituUoial  plan  by  wluoh 
that  object  may  be  accomplished.  Ton  will,  in  yoor 
wisdom,  determine  upon  the  propriety  ci  "^"f^^ 
such  a  plan,  and  upon  the  measure  necessary  to  its 
effectu^  execution.  When  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  incorporated,  and  made  the  de- 
pository of  the  public  moneys,  a  right  was  reserved 
to  Coi^ress  to  inspect,  at  its  pleasure,  by  a  oona- 
mittee  ^  that  body,  the  books  and  the  proceeding 
of  the  bank. 

In  one  of  the  States  whose  banking  inetitatMsa 
are  supposed  to  rank  among  the  first  in  point  of  sta- 
bility, uey  are  sutyeoted  to  constant  evaminatitwi  by 
conmiiasioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  nuMfc 
of  the  success  of  its  banking  system  ia  attributed  to 
this  watchful  supervision.  The  same  couise  has  alau^ 
in  view  of  its  beneficial  operation,  been  adopted  bj 
an  adjoining  State,  favorably  known  for  the  car*  i 
has  idways  bestowed  upon  whatever  relates  to  ili 
financial  concerns.  I  submit  to  your  consirtwatif 
iriiether  a  committee  <^  Congress  might  not  be  pmfit- 
ably  em{doyed  in  inspeeting,  at  audi  intervals  as 
might  be  deemed  proper,  the  affairs  and  aocoaais  af 
officers  intrusted  with  the  custody  of  the  paUie 
moneys.  The  frequent  performance  of  this  da^ 
mig^  be  made  oUigatoiy  oo  the  oonmittee  ia  m- 
q)ect  to  those  officers  who  have  laige  sum*  in  tixir 
possession,  and  left  discretianary  in  respect  to  otheis. 
They  might  report  to  the  Executive  soeh  defslc*- 
tiona  as  were  fotmd  to  exist,  with  a  view  to  a  pnaipt 
removal  from  office  unless  the  default  was  satiibe- 
torily  accounted  for ;  and  repwt,  also,  to  Coii((wa^ 
at  the  ctnnmaicement  of  each  session,  tbe  lesak  at 
their  examinations  and  proceedings.  It  does  sppesr 
to  me  that,  with  a  sulgection  a(  this  dasa  of  fmS» 
officen  to  the  general  supervision  of  tbe  Sstcdive, 
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porioda  of  whidi  tbey  dioald  bare  no  previoaa  Botiee, 
■nd  to  proseoution  and  pnniilmwnt  as  for  fdony 
Sat  vnarj  breach  of  tniat,  the  aafdLeeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  nnder  the  syatan  proposed,  might  be 
placed  on  a  surer  foundation  than  it  has  erer  occu- 
pied since  the  etaMiahmrait  of  the  Govenunent      • 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treisaiy  vUl  lay  before  yon 
additional  information  conlainiag  new  details  on  tliis 
interesting  subject  To  these  I  ask  your  early  atten- 
tion. Tluit  it  should  bare  giren  rise  to  great  direr- 
aity  of  opinion  cannot  be  a  sulject  of  surprise.  After 
the  collection  and  custody  of  tiie  puUic  moneys  had 
been  for  so  many  years  connected  with,  and  made 
wbeidiary  to,  the  advancement  of  private  interests, 
a  return  to  the  simple  and  self-denying  ordinances  of 
the  ooostitation  could  not  but  be  difficult  But 
time  snd  fl«e  discussion  eliciting  the  sentiments 
of  the  people,  and  aided  by  that  condliatory  qiirit 
whiofa  has  ever  characterized  their  oourae  on  great 
cmeigencieg,  were  relied  upon  for  a  satis&ctory  settle- 
ment of  the  cpiestion.  Already  has  this  anticipati<Ni 
on  one  important  point  at  least— the  impn^ety  of 
diverting  puUic  money  to  private  purposes — been 
Adly  realized.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
legidation  upon  tliat  branch  of  the  snljeet  would 
BOW  be  embarrassed  by  a  diflbrenoe  of  opinion,  or 
fiul  to  reoeive  the  cordial  support  of  a  large  minority 
of  oar  constituents.  The  connection  whidi  formeriy 
existed  between  the  Oovemment  and  banks,  was  in 
reality  iqforioos  to  both,  as  well  as  to  the  general 
interesta  of  the  community  at  large.  It  aggravated 
die  disasters  of  trade  and  the  derangements  of  com- 
SMrdal  intercourse,  and  adipiniMered  new  exdte- 
BWit  and  additional  means  to  wild  and  reckless  q)eo- 
ulations,  the  disappointments  of  which  tlirew  the 
aountry  into  convulsions  of  panic,  and  all  but  pro- 
duced violence  and  bloodshed.  The  imprudent  ex- 
pansion of  bank  credits,  which  wis  the  natural  result 
of  the  command  of  the  revenues  of  the  State,  fur- 
nished the  resources  for  unbounded  license  in  every 
species  of  adventure,  seduced  industry  from  its  r^u- 
lar  and  salutary  occupations  by  the  hope  of  abun- 
dance without  labor,  and  deranged  the  social  state  by 
tenapting  all  trades  and  profewions  into  the  vortex 
of  speculation  on  remote  contii^encies. 

1^  same  wide^preading  influence  impeded  also 
the  resources  of  Uie  Oovemment,  curtailed  its  useful 
operations,  embarrassed  the  fulfilment  of  its  obliga- 
tioas,  and  seriously  interfered  with  the  execution  of  the 
)tan.  Large  appropriations  and  oppressive  taxes  are 
the  natural  consequences  \)i  such  a  connection,  since 
they  increase  the  profits  of  those  who  are  allowed  to 
use  the  public  funds,  and  make  it  their  interest  that 
money  should  be  aocumulated  and  expenditures  mul- 
tiplied. It  is  thus  that  a  concentrated  money  power 
is  tempted  to  become  an  active  agent  in  political 
affiurs,  and  ill  past  experience  has  shown  on  which 
side  that  influence  will  be  arrayed.  We  deceive  our- 
selvea  if  we  sappose  that  it  will  ever  be  found  assert- 
ing and  supporting  the  rights  of  the  community  at 
hum,  in  opposition  to  the  claims  of  the  few. 

Vxk  a  Government  whose  distinguishing  characteristic 
riuMild  be  a  diStasion  and  equalization  of  its  benefits 
and  burdens,  Uie  advantage  of  individuals  will  be 
augmented  at  the  expense  of  the  mass  of  the  peoi^e. 
Nor  is  it  the  nature  of  combinations  for  the  acquisi- 
thm  of  legidative  influenee  to  confine  their  inter- 
ference to  the  mngle  object  for  which  they  were  orig- 
InaHy  formed.  The  temptaticm  to  extend  it  to  other 
natteta,  is,  on  the  contrary,  not  unfreqnently  too 
strong  to  be  resisted.    The  influence  in  the  direction 


of  pnblio  affiuTs,  of  the  community  at  large,  is,  there- 
fore, in  no  slight  danger  of  being  sen^y  and  iiyo- 
rioosly  afBsctad  by  giving  to  a  comparatively  small, 
bat  very  efficient  class,  a  direct  and  exclusive  per- 
sonal interest  in  so  important  a  portion  of  the  legia> 
lation  of  Congress  as  that  which  relates  to  the.custody 
of  the  public  moneys.  If  laws  acting  upon  private 
interests  cannot  slways  be  avoided,  they  should  be 
confined  within  the  narrowest  limits,  and  left, 
wherever  possible,  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  States. 
When  not  thus  restricted,  they  lead  to  oombinatitms 
of  powerM  associations,  foster  an  influence  neoeasar 
rily  selfish,  and  torn  the  fair  course  of  l^islation  to 
oUiister  ends,  rather  dian  to  objects  that  advaaoe 
pul>lio  liberty,  and  promote  the  general  good. 

The  whole  subject  now  rests  with  you,  and  I  can- 
not but  express  a  hope  that  some  definite  measure 
will  be  adopted  at  the  present  session. 

It  will  not,  I  am  sure,  be  deemed  out  of  place  for 
me  here  to  remark,  that  the  declaration  of  my  views 
in  oiqioaition  to  the  policy  of  employing  banks  as 
dqMWitories  of  the  Government  funds,  cannot  justly 
be  construed  as  indicative  of  hostility,  official  or 
personal,  to  those  institutions  ;•  or  to  repeat,  in  this 
form,  and  in  connection  with  this  subject,  opinions 
which  I  have  uniformly  entertained,  and  on  all  pro- 
per oecasions  expressed.  Though  always  opposed 
to  their  creation  m  the  form  of  exclusive  pri^egea, 
and  ss  a  State  magistrate  aiming  by  ^>propriate  1^- 
islation  to  secure  the  community  against  the  conse- 
quences of  their  occasional  mismanagement,  I  have 
yet  ever  wiidied  to  see  them  protected  in  the  exercise 
of  rights  conferred  by  law,  and  have  never  doubted 
their  utility,  when  properly  managed,  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  trade,  and,  through  that  channel,  the 
other  interests  of  the  community.  To  the  General 
Government  they  present  themselves  merely  as  State 
institutions,  having  no  necessary  connection  with  its 
legislation  or  its  administration.  Like  other  Stat* 
establislimehts,  they  may  be  used  or  not  in  con- 
ducting the  affairs  of  die  Govenuneot,  as  public 
policy  and  the  general  interests  of  tiie  Union  may 
seem  to  require.  The  only  safe  or  proper  prindpu 
upon  which  their  intercourse  with  the  Oovemment 
can  be  regulated,  is  that  which  regulates  their  inter- 
course with  the  private  citizen — the  conferring  of 
mutual  benefits.  When  the  Oovemment  can  accoia- 
plish  a  financial  operation  better  with  the  aid  of  the 
bantu  than  without,  it  should  be  at  liberty  to  seek 
that  aid  ss  it  would  the  services  of  a  private  banker, 
or  other  capitalists  or  agents,  (^ving  the  preference 
to  those  who  will  serve  it  on  the  best  terms.  Nor 
can  there  ever  exist  an  interest  in  the  officers  of  the 
General  Government,  as  sudi,  inducing  them  to  en>- 
I>arra88  or  annoy  the  State  bulks,  any  more  than  to 
incur  the  hostility  of  any  other  diss  of  State  iostl- 
tuticms,  or  of  private  citizens.  It  is  not  in  the  na- 
ture of  things  that  hostility  to  those  institutions  can 
qiring  frran  this  source,  or  any  opposition  to  tiieir 
course  of  business,  except  when  they  themselves 
depart  from  tiie  objects  of  their  creation,  and  attempt 
to  usurp  powers  not  conferred  upon  tiiem,  or  to  sub- 
vert the  standard  of  value  estabUsbed  by  the  consti- 
tution. While  ot^Msition  to  tbdr  rq^ular  (q>erations 
cannot  exist  in  tUs  quarter,  resistance  to  any  attempt 
to  make  the  Government  dependent  upon  tliem  for 
the  suocessfU  administration  of  public  albirs,  is  a 
matter  of  duty,  as  I  trust  it  ever  will  be  of  indma- 
tion,  no  matter  firom  what  motive  or  oonaideraticii 
the  attempt  may  originate. 

It  is  no  more  than  just  to  the  banks  to  lay,  that. 
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In  the  late  emergency,  moat  of  them  finnly  resisted 
the  strongest  temptation  to  extend  their  paper  issues, 
when  apparently  sustained  in  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  public  opinion,  even  tboiwfa  in  some 
cases  invited  by  legislative  enactments.  To  this  hon- 
orable course,  aided  by  the  reristance  of  the  General 
Government,  acting  in  obedience  to  the  Constitution 
•nd  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  the  introduction 
of  an  irredeemable  paper  medium,  may  be  attributed. 
La  a  great  d^ree,  the  q>eedy  restoration  of  our  cur- 
rency to  a  sound  state,  and  the  basine«  of  the  conn- 
try  to  its  wonted  prosperity.  The  banks  have  but  to 
oontinne  in  the  same  safe  course,  and  be  content  in 
their  appropriate  sphere,  to  avoid  all  interference  from 
the  General  Government,  and  to  derive  fh)m  it  ail  the 
protection  and  l>enefits  whidi  it  bestows  on  other 
State  establishments,  on  the  people  of  the  States, 
and  on  the  States  themselves.  In  this,  their  true 
poeitian,  they  cannot  but  secure  the  coniSdence  and 
good  will  of  the  people  and  the  Government,  whidi 
they  can  only  lose  when,  leaping  iVom  their  legiti- 
mate sphere,  they  attempt  to  control  the  operations 
of  the  Government  to  their  own  purposes. 

Our  experience  under  the  act  passed  at  the  last 
session,  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on 
the  public  lands,  has  as  yet  been  too  limited  to  en- 
able OS  to  pronounce  with  safety  upon  the  efficacy 
of  its  proTidons  to  carry  out  the  wise  and  liberal 
policy  of  the  Government  in  that  respect.  There 
is,  however,  the  best  reason  to  anticipate  favorable 
results  from  its  operation.  The  recommendations 
formerly  submitted  to  you,  in  respect  to  a  gradua- 
tion of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  remain  to  be 
finally  acted  upon.  Having  found  no  reason  to 
change  the  views  then  expressed,  your  attention  to 
them  is  again  respectfully  requested. 

Every  proper  exertion  has  been  made,  and  wHl 
be  continued,  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  Congress 
in  relation  to  the  tobacco  trade,  as  indicated  in  the 
several  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  the  legislation  of  the  two  branches.  A 
favorable  impression  has,  I  trust,  been  made  in  the 
different  foreign  countries  to  which  particular  at- 
tention has  been  directed,  and  although  we  cannot 
hope  for  an  early  change  in  their  policy,  as  in  many 
of  them  a  convenient  and  large  revenue  is  derived 
from  monopolies  in  the  fabrication  and  sale  of  this 
article,  yet,  as  these  monopolies  are  really  injurious 
to  the  people  whore  they  are  established,  and  the 
revenue  derived  from  them  may  be  less  i^uriously 
and  with  equal  facility  obtained  fVom  another  and 
a  liberal  system  of  administration,  we  cannot  doubt 
that  our  elTorts  will  be  eventually  crowned  with 
success,  if  persisted  in  with  temperate  firmness,  and 
sustained  by  prudent  legislation. 

In  recommending  to  Congress  the  adoption  of 
the  neoMsary  provisions  at  this  sesdon  for  taking 
the  next  census,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  the  suggestion  presents  itself 
whether  the  scope  of  the  measure  might  not  be  use- 
fblly  extended,  by  causing  it  to  embrace  authentic 
statistical  returns  of  the  great  interests  specially 
intrusted  to,  or  necessarily  affected  by  the  legisla- 
tion of  Congresa 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
presents  a  satisbctory  account  of  the  state  of  the 
army,  and  of  the  several  branches  of  the  public  ser- 
vice confided  to  the  superintendence  of  that  officer. 

The  law increasingand  organizing  the  military 
establishment  of  the  United  States  has  been  neariy 
carried  into  e&ct,  and  the  army  has  been  exten- 


sively and  uaefUly  emjdoyed  during  the  pMt'ssa- 
son. 

I  would  again  eall  to  your  notice  the  ■■l}jeeta 
connected  with  and  essential  to  the  military  de- 
fences of  the  country,  which  were  submitted  to  yoo 
at  the  last  sesrion ;  bat  which  were  not  acted  npca, 
as  is  supposed,  for  want  of  time.  The  most  impo^ 
tant  of  them  is  the  organintion  of  the  militia  on  tlw 
maritime  and  inland  frontiers.  This  measure  u 
deemed  important,  as  it  is  believed  that  it  win  tar- 
nish an  effective  volunteer  force  in  aid  of  the  regidir 
army,  and  may  form  the  basis  for  a  general  tfh- 
tem  of  organization  for  the  entire  militia  of  tiK 
United  States.  The  erection  of  a  national  fiMmdry 
and  gunpowder  manubctory,  and  one  for  malting 
small  arms,  the  latter  to  be  situated  at  aoma  poiat 
west  of  the  Alleghany  Ifountains,  all  appear  to  be 
of  sufficient  importance  to  b«  again  urged  i^ws 
your  attention. 

The  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
the  distribution  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States 
in  time  of  peace,  is  well  calculated  to  proBBOto 
regularity  and  economy  in  the  fiscal  adnrimstraticB 
of  the  service,  to  preserve  the  discipline  of  the 
troops,  and  to  render  them  available  for  the  mast- 
tenance  of  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  corn- 
try.  With  this  view,  likewise,  I  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  plan  presented  by  that  offieor  tor 
the  defence  of  the  western  frontier.  The  presena- 
tion  of  the  lives  and  property  of  onr  fellow-cttiiras 
who  are  setUed  upon  that  ixu^er  country,  as  wdl  as 
the  existence  of  the  Indian  population,  which  mi^ 
be  tempted  by  oar  wapt  of  prepamtion  to  rodi  oa 
their  own  destruction,  and  attack  the  white  aettte- 
menta,  all  seem  to  require  that  this  subject  duHild 
be  actied  upon  without  delay,  and  the  War  Depart- 
ment authorized  to  place  that  country  in  a  state  af 
complete  defence  against  any  assault  fktnn  the 
namerous  and  warlike  tribes  which  are  congregated 
on  tiiat  border. 

It  affords  me  sincere  pleasure  to  be  able  to  iqiprise 
you  of  tiie  entire  removal  of  the  Cherokee  natioa 
of  Indans  to  their  new  home  west  of  the  1tfiinini.ii|ipL 
Hie  measures  authorized  by  Congress  at  its  laat  ses- 
sion with  a  view  to  the  long-standing  oontmvetif 
with  them,  have  had  the  happiest  effiect  By  an 
agreement  conohided  with  them,  by  the  eominaitdiag 
general  in  that  country,  iriio  has  p»foimed  tlie  da- 
ties  assigned  to  him  on  the  oooasioa  with  commend- 
able energy  and  hnmanlt;|^  their  removal  lua  bees 
principally  under  the  conduct  ci  their  own  chiefii,  sad 
they  have  emigrated  without  any  apparent  rductanoe. 
The  suooessM  aooomidishn«nt  of  this  impottsat 
object ;  the  removal  also,  of  the  entire  Oedc  natisai, 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  number  ct  tap^m 
amongst  the  Semindes  in  Honda;  the  ptogiea 
already  made  towards  a  q>eedy  o(»npletioii  of  the 
removal  of  the  Chickasawa,  the  Choctawa,  the  FMta- 
watamies,  the  Ottawas,  and  the  CSiippewas,  with  the 
extensive  pnrdiasea  of  Indian  lands  daring  tbe  pns- 
ent  year,  have  rendered  the  qwedy  and  ane^iAl 
result  of  the  long  oetablisbed  policy  of  tbe  Goven- 
ment  upon  the  subject  of  Indira  aibira  entMy 
certain.  The  occasion  is,  therefore,  deemed  a  pnipcr 
one  to  place  this  policy  in  such  a  pmnt  of  view,  ai 
will  exonerate  the  Government  of  the  United  Statu 
from  the  undeserved  reproodi  which  has  been  cat 
upon  it  through  several  successive  Administratiees. 
llat  a  mixed  occupancy  of  tiie  same  teiritury,  by  tbs 
white  and  red  man,  is  ineom^wtible  witii  the  asfity 
or  happineaa  of  either,  is  a  position  in  K^jwct  «g 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  0ONOBE8S. 


667 


Sd  Sm.] 


The  PrtdimeB  Mtuag*. 


[DecEXBEB,  1888. 


which  there  has  long  rince  ceaaed  to  be  room  for  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion.  Reason  and  experience  hare 
alike  demonstrated  its  impractioability.  The  bitter 
frnits  of  every  attempt  heretofore  to  overcome  Uie 
barriers  interposed  by  nature,  have  only  been  de- 
■traction,  both  physical  and  moral,  to  tiie  Indian; 
dangerous  conflicts  of  authority  between  the  Federal 
and  State  Governments ;  and  detriment  to  the  indi- 
Tidoal  prosperity  of  the  citizen,  as  well  as  to  the 
general  improvement  of  the  country.  The  remedial 
policy,  the  principles  of  which  were  settled  more 
than  thirty  years  ago,  under  the  administration  of 
Xr.  Jefferson,  consists  in  an  extinction,  for  a  fair 
consideration,  of  the  title  to  all  lands  still  occupied 
by  dt«  Indians  within  the  States  and  Territories  of 
the  United  States ;  their  removal  to  a  country  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  much  more  extensive,  and  better 
ad^tcd  to  their  condition,  than  that  on  which  they 
then  resided ;  the  guarantee  to  them,  by  the  United 
States,  of  their  exclusive  possession  of  that  country 
forever,  exempt  from  all  intrusions  by  white  men, 
With  ample  provisions  for  their  security  against  ex- 
ternal violence  and  internal  dissenaonsf  and  the 
extension  to  them  of  suitable  facilities  for  their  ad- 
Tancement  in  civilization.  This  has  not  been  the 
policy  of  particular  administratioiu  only,  but  of  eadi 
in  succession  since  the  first  attempt  to  carry  it  out 
under  that  of  Mr.  Monroe.  All  have  labored  for  its 
accomplishment,  only  with  different  degrees  of  suc- 
cess. The  manner  of  its  execution  has,  it  is  true, 
fVom  time  to  time,  given  rise  to  conflicts  of  opinion 
and  unjust  imputations ;  but  in  respect  to  the  wis- 
dom and  necesraty  of  the  policy  itself,  there  has  not, 
from  the  beginning,  existed  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of 
any  calm,  judicious,  disinterested  friend  of  the  Indian 
race,  accustomed  to  reflection  and  enlightened  by 
experience. 

Occupying  the  double  character  of  contractor  on 
it8  own  account,  and  gnardtan  for  the  parties  con- 
tracted with,  it  was  lu^ly  to  be  expected  that  the 
dealings  of  the  Federal  Qovemment  with  the  Indian 
tribes  would  escape  misrepresentation.  That  there 
occurred  in  the  early  settiement  of  tills  country,  as  in 
all  others  where  the  civilized  race  has  succeeded  to 
the  possessions  of  the  savage,  instances  of  oppression 
and  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  former,  there  is  too  much 
reason  to  believe.  No  such  offences  can,  however, 
be  jostly  charged  upon  this  Government  since  it  be- 
came fi«e  to  pursue  its  own  course.  Its  dealings 
with  the  Indian  tribes  have  been  just  and  friendly 
throughout ;  its  efforts  for  their  civilization  constant, 
and  directed  by  the  best  feelings  of  humanity ;  its 
watchfulness  in  protecting  them  fW)m  individual 
frauds  unremitting ;  its  forbearance  under  the  keen- 
est provocations,  the  deepest  injuries,  and  the  most 
flagrant  outrages,  may  challenge  at  least  a  compari- 
son with  any  nation,  anci^it  or  modem,  in  mmilar 
drcnmstances ;  and  if  in  fiiture  times  a  powerful,  civ- 
ilized, and  happy  nation  of  Indians  shall  be  found  to 
exist  witliin  tiie  limits  of  this  northern  continent,  it 
wtn  be  owii^  to  the  consummation  of  that  policy 
wUch  has  been  so  ui\justly  assailed.  Only  a  very 
brief  reference  to  facts  in  oonflrmation  of  this  asseiv 
tioi)  can  in  this  form  be  given,  and  yon  are,  there- 
fore, necessarily  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  for  flirther  details.  To  the  Cherokees, 
wboee  case  has  perhaps  excited  the  greatest  share  of 
attention  and  sympathy,  the  United  States  have 
granted  in  fee,  with  a  perpetual  guarantee  of  exduedve 
and  peaceable  possession,  13,K64,186  acres  of  land. 
On  tto  west  side  of  the  MisBiMippi,  eligiUy  aitoated, 


in  a  healthy  climate,  and  in  all  respects  better  suited 
to  their  condition  than  the  country  they  have  left, 
in  exchange  for  only  9,492,160  acres  on  the  east  side 
of  the  same  river.  The  United  States  have  in  addition 
stipulated  to  pay  them  five  million  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  their  interest  in,  and  improve- 
ments on,  the  lands  tiius  relinquished,  and  one  mil- 
lion one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  for 
subustence  and  other  beneficial  purposes;  thereby 
putting  it  in  their  power  to  become  one  of  the  most 
wealthy  and  independent  separate  commm^ties,  of 
th«  same  extent,  in  the  world. 

By  the  treaties  made  and  ratified  with  the  Mia- 
mies,  the  Chippewas,  the  Sioux,  the  Sacs  and  Foxes, 
and  the  Winnebagoes,  during  the  last  year,  the  In- 
dian title  to  eighteen  million  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  thousand  acres  has  been  extinguished.  These 
purchases  have  been  much  more  extensive  than  those 
of  any  previous  year,  and  have,  with  other  Indian 
expens^  borne  very  heavily  upon  the  Treasury. 
They  leave,  however,  but  a  small  quantity  of  un- 
Iwoght  Indian  lands  within  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories; and  the  Legislature  and  Executive  were 
equally  sensible  of  the  propriety  of  a  final  and  more 
q>eedy  extinction  of  Indian  tides  within  those  limits. 
The  treaties  which  were,  with  a  dngle  exception, 
made  in  pursuance  of  previous  appropriations  for 
defraying  the  expenses,  have  subsequentiy  been  rati- 
fied by  the  Senate,  and  received  the  sanction  of  Con- 
gress by  the  appropriations  necessary  to  carry  titem 
into  effect.  Of  the  terms  upon  which  these  impor>' 
tant  negotiations  were  concluded,  I  can  speak  from 
direct  knowledge  ;  and  I  feel  no  difficulty  in  aifirm- 
ing  that  the  interest  of  the  Indians  in  the  extensive 
territory  embraced  by  them,  is  to  be  paid  for  at  its 
fair  value,  and  that  'iy>  more  favorable  terms  have 
been  granted  to  the  United  States  than  would  have 
been  reasonably  expected  in  a  negotiation  with  civil- 
ized men,  fully  capable  of  appreciating  and  protect- 
ing their  own  rights.  For  the  Indian  titie  to  116,- 
849,897  acres  acquired  since  the  4th  of  March,  1829, 
the  United  States  have  paid  $72,S60,066,  in  perma- 
nent annuities,  lands,  reservations  for  Indians,  ex- 
penses of  removal  and  subsistence,  merchandise, 
mechanical  and  agricultural  establishments,  and  im- 
plements. When  the  heavy  expenses  incurred  by 
the  United  States,  and  the  drcumstance  that  so  large 
a  portion  of  the  entire  territory  will  be  forefver  un- 
salable, are  considered,  and  this  price  is  compared 
with  that  for  which  the  United  States  sdl  their  own 
lands,  no  one  can  doubt  that  justice  has  been  done 
to  the  Indians  in  these  purchases  also.  Certain  it  i^ 
that  the  transactions  of  the  Federal  Government  with 
the  Indians  have  been  uniformly  characterized  by  a 
sincere  and  paramount  desire  to  promote  their  wd- 
fiire ;  and  it  must  be  a  source  of  the  highest  gritifl- 
catioB  to  every  fHend  to  justice  and  humanity  to 
learn  tliat,  notwithstanding  tiie  obstmctions  from 
time  to  time  thrown  in  its  way,  and  the  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  from  the  peculiar  and  impractica- 
ble nature  of  the  Indian  diaracter,  tiie  wise,  humane, 
and  undeviating  policy  of  the  Government  in  this, 
the  most  dilBonlt  of  all  our  relations,  foreign  or  domes- 
tic, has  at  length  been  justified  to  the  worid  in  its  near 
approach  to  a  lu^py  and  certain  consummation. 

The  condition  of  tiie  tribes  which  occupy  the 
country  set  apart  for  them  in  the  West,  is  highly 
prosperous,  and  encourages  the  hope  of  their  Mriy 
dvilization.  They  have,'  for  the  most  port,  aban- 
doned the  hunter  state,  and  turned  their  attention  to 
agricoltuial  ponaits.    All  those  who  have  been 
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established  for  any  length  of  time  in  that  fertile 
region,  maintain  themeelTeg  by  their  own  industry, 
niere  are  among  them  traders  of  no  inoonsiderable 
capital,  and  planters  exporting  cotton  to  some  ex- 
tent ;  but  tlie  greater  number  are  small  agriculturists, 
living  in  comfort  upon  the  produce  of  their  farms. 
The  recent  emigrants,  although  they  haye  in  some 
instances  remoT^l  reluctantly,  naTe  readily  acquiesced 
in  their  unavoidable  destiny.  They  have  found  at 
once  a  recompense  for  past  snfferings,  and  an  incen- 
tive to  industrious  habits,  in  the  abimdanoe  and  com- 
forts around  them.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
all  these  tribes  are  friendly  in  their  feelings  towards 
the  United  States ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
acquisition  of  individual  wealth,  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture, and  habits  of  industry,  will  gradually  subdue 
tiieir  warlike  propensities  and  incline  them  to  main- 
tain peace  among  themselves.  To  effect  this  desir- 
able object,  the  attention  of  Congress  is  solicited  to 
the  measures  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
for  their  future  government  and  protection,  as  well 
from  each  other  as  from  the  hostility  of  the  warlike 
tribes  around  theib,  and  the  intrusions  of  the  whites. 
The  policy  of  the  Oovemment  has  given  them  a  per- 
manent home,  and  guaranteed  to  wem  its  peaceful 
and  undisturbed  possession.  It  only  remains  to  give 
them  a  government  and  laws  which  will  encourage 
industry,  and  secure  to  them  the  reward  of  their 
exertions.  The  importance  of  some  form  ofgovem- 
ment  cannot  be  too  much  insisted  upon.  The  ear- 
liest effects  will  be  to  diminish  the  causes  of  oc- 
oaaons  for  hostilities  among  the  tribes,  to  inspire  an 
interest  in  the  observance  of  laws  to  which  they  will 
Iiav«  themselves  assented,  and  to  multiply  the  securi- 
ties of  property,  and  the  motives  for  self-improve- 
meot.  Intimately  connected  vith  this  subject,  is  the 
establishment  of  the  military  defences  recommended 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  have  been  already 
referred  to.  Without  tiiem,  the  Government  will 
be  powerless  to  redeem  its  pledges  of  protection  to 
tlie  emigrating  Indians  against  the  numerous  warlike 
tribes  that  surroimd  them,  and  to  provide  for  the 
■Kfety  of  the  frontier  sfettlers  of  the  bordering  States. 

The  case  of  the  Seminoles  constitutes  at  present 
the  only  exception  to  the  successful  efforts  of  the 
Government  to  remove  the  Indians  to  the  homes 
assigned  them  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Four  hun- 
dred of  this  tribe  emigrated  in  1836,  and  fifteen 
hundred  in  1887  and  1888,  leaving  in  the  country, 
it  is  supposed,  about  2,000  Indians.  The  continued 
treacherous  conduct  of  these  people ;  the  savage 
and  unprovoked  murders  they  have  lately  commit- 
ted, butchering  whole  fiuniliesof  the  settlera  of  the 
Territory,  without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  and 
making  their  way  into  the  very  centre  and  heart  of 
the  country,  so  that  bo  part  of  it  is  free  fh)m  their 
ravages ;  their  fVequent  attacks  on  the  light-houses 
along  that  dangerous  coast;  and  the  barbarity  with 
which  they  have  murdered  the  passengers  and 
crews  of  such  vessels  as  have  been  wrecked  upon 
the  reeft  and  keys  which  border  the  Gulf,  leave  the 
Government  no  alternative  but  to  continue  the 
nilitary  operations  against  them  until  they  are 
totally  expelled  from  Florida. 

There  are  other  motives  which  would  urge  the 
Government  to  pursue  this  course  towards  the  Sem- 
faioles.  The  United  States  have  fulfilled  in  good 
fidth  all  their  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  have,  in  every  other  instance,  insisted 
vpon  a  like  performance  of  their  obligations.  To 
ra«x  from  this  saintary  rule  becanae  the  BemincdeB 


have  maintained  themselves  eo  long  in  tii«  tori- 
tory  they  had  relinquished,  and,  in  defiance  of  their 
frequent  and  solemn  engagements,  still  continue  ts 
wage  a  ruthless  war  agamst  the  United  Stita, 
would  not. only  evince  a  want  of  constancy  01 
our  part,  but  be  of  evil  example  in  our  inlereonrK 
with  other  tribes.  Experience  has  shown  that  Irat 
little  is  to  be  gained  by  the  march  of  armies  thnxigli 
a  country  so  intersected  with  inaccessible  swunpi 
and  marshes,  and  wliich,  from  the  iatal  chincta 
of  the  climate,  must  be  abandoned  at  the  end  of 
the  winter.  I  recommend,  therefore,  to  your  •!• 
tention,  the  plan  submitted  by  the  Seeietsiyrf 
War  in  the  accompanying  report,  for  the  pooa- 
nent  occupation  of  the  portion  of  the  Territory  ined 
from  the  Vidians,  and  the  more  efficient  protectioi 
of  the  peojde  of  Florida  from  their  inhuman  mAn. 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Kitj, 
herewith  transmitted,  it  will  appear  that  a  Uijt 
portion  of  the  disposable  naval  force  is  eitlitr  aO' 
tively  employed,  or  in  a  state  of  preparttioD  lor 
the  purposes  of  experience  and  discipline,  and  & 
protection  of  our  commerce.  So  eSisctaal  bu  bees 
this  protection,  that,  so  far  as  the  information  of 
Oovemment  extends,  not  a  single  outrage  ho 
been  attempted  on  a  vessel  carrying  the  fla^  of  tlie 
United  States,  within  the  present  year,  m  uj 
quarter,  however  distant  or  exposed. 

The  exploring  expedition  sailed  iirom  KorfoDcoa 
the  19th  of  August  last;  and  information  haibeei 
received  of  ita  safe  anival  at  the  idand  of  Xs- 
deira.  The  best  sjurit  animates  the  officers  lai 
crews,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate,  (nm 
ita  efforts,  resulta  beneficial  to  commerce  and  boo- 
orable  to  the  nation. 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  no  leduotion  of  iki 
force  now  in  commission  is  contemplated.  Tlie 
unsettled  state  of  a  portion  of  South  America  na- 
ders  it  indispensable  that  our  commerce  sboold  R- 
ceive  protection  in  that  quarter ;  the  vast  and  is- 
creasing  interests  embarked  in  the  trade  of  the  b- 
dian  and  China  Seas,  in  the  whale  fisheries  of  th 
Pacific  Ocean,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Uexico,  leqoin 
equal  attention  to  their  safety;  and  a  snal 
squadron  may  be  employed  to  great  advantage  ob 
our  Atlantic  coast,  in  meeting  sudden  demandate 
the  reinforcement  of  other  stations,  in  aidii^  mf- 
chant  vessels  in  distress,  in  affording  active  serrlee 
to  an  additional  number  of  officers,  and  in  vlotiig 
the  different  porta  of  the  United  States,  an  accmte 
knowledge  of  which  is  obviously  of  the  bighert 
importance. 

The  attention  of  Congress  is  respectfully  ctHed  t» 
tliat  portirai  of  the  report  recomm^iding  an  incnsM 
in  tiie  number  of  smaller  vessels,  and  to  otherssg- 
geetions  contained  in  that  document  The  npid  it- 
crease  and  wide  expansion  of  our  commerce,  wlieli 
is  every  day  seeking  new  avenues  of  profitable  1^ 
venture ;  the  absolute  necessity  irf'  a  naval  forte  te 
its  protection  precisely  in  the  dq;ree  of  its  extoidoa ; 
a  due  regard  to  the  national  righta  and  honor ;  Ai 
recollection  of  ita  former  exjdoits,  snd  the  antidp' 
tion  of  its  Aiture  triumphs  wh^ver  oroottou^ 
presenta  itself,  which  we  may  rightfully  inanlge  fiw 
the  experience  of  tiie  past,  all  seem  to  point  to  & 
navy  as  a  most  efficient  arm  of  onr  national  drfmee, 
and  a  proper  oltjeot  of  legislative  encourag^neol 

Tie  progress  and  condition  of  the  Poet  Office  De 
partment  will  be  seen  by  refermce  to  tlie  "V^^* 
the  Postmaster  General  The  extent  of  post  road^ 
coveted  by  mail  oentiaoti,  ii  stated  to  bs  lti,iU 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HEBATBS  OF  CONOBBSa 


Sd  Sm.] 


Tie  Pm^mt't  Meuagi. 


[DCCKMBU,  188^ 


bU«8,  aod  the  umoal  Uanqxxtation  upon  them  84,- 
680,802.  The  namber  of  poet  offices  in  the  United 
Stetee  i3  12,6S8,  and  npidl;  increasing.  The  grooi 
rereoue  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  daj  of  June 
last,  was  $4,2S2,14S.  The  accruing  expenditures, 
$4,880,068  ;  excess  of  expenditures,  $417,923.  This 
baa  been  made  up  out  of  the  surplus  previously  on 
baud.  The  cash  on  band  on  the  first  instant,  was 
$314,068.  The  rerenue  for  the  year  endmg  June 
1838,  was  $161,540  more  than  that  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1837.  The  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ment hsd  been  sraduated  upon  the  antidpation  of  a 
lai)gely  increased  revenue.  A  moderate  curtailment 
of  mail  serrice  consequently  became  necessary,  and 
baa  l>een  effected,  to  shield  the  department  against 
the  danger  of  embarrassment  Its  revenue  is  now 
improving,  and  it  will  soon  resume  its  onward  course 
in  the  march  of  improvement 

Tour  particular  attention  is  requested  to  so  much 
of  the  Postmaster  General's  report  as  relates  to  the 
tranqMttation  of  the  mails  upon  the  railroads.  The 
laws  on  that  subject  do  not  seem  adequate  to  se- 
cure that  service,  now  become  almost  essential  to  the 
poblic  interests,  and  at  the  same  time  protect  the 
department  from  combinations  and  unreasonable  de- 
mands. 

Nor  can  I  too  earnestly  request  your  attention  to 
the  necesmty  of  providing  a  more  secure  building 
iot  thu  department  The  danger  of  destruction  to 
wfaidi  its  important  books  and  papen  ai«  oontin- 
oally  exposed,  as  well  from  the  highly  combustible 
character  of  the  building  occupied,  as  from  that  of 
oUiers  in  the  vicinity,  calls  loudly  for  prompt  action. 

Your  attention  is  again  earnestly  invited  to  the 
suggestions  and  recommendation  submitted  at  the  last 
aeSon  in  respect  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

I  feel  it  my  duty,  also,  to  bring  to  your  notice  cer- 
tain proceedings  at  law  which  have  recently  been 
prosecuted  in  this  District,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  relation  of  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes, 
of  the  State  of  Marytand,  against  the  Postmaster 
General,  and  which  have  resulted  in  the  payment  of 
money  out  of  the  National  Treasury,  for  the  first 
time  rince  the  establishment  of  Uie  Government,  by 
jadioial  compulsion  exercised  by  the  common  law 
mit  of  mandamus,  issued  by  the  circuit  court  of  this 
District 

The  facts  of  the  case,  and  the  grounds  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, will  be  found  fully  stated  in  the  report  of 
the  deosion ;  and  any  additional  infonnaHon  which 
jou  may  desire  will  be  supplied  by  the  proper  depart- 
ment No  interference  in  the  particular  case  is  con- 
templated. The  money  has  been  paid ;  the  claims 
of  the  prosecutors  have  l>een  satisfied ;  and  the 
whole  subject,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  is  finally 
disposed  of;  but  it  is  on  the  supposition  that  the 
case  may  be  regarded  as  an  authoritative  exposition 
of  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  that  I  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  present  it  to  your  consideration. 

The  otgect  of  the  application  to  the  circuit  court 
was  to  compel  the  Postmaster  General  to  carry  into 
eflSect  an  award  made  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, under  a  special  act  of  Congress  for  the  settle- 
ment of  certain  claims  of  their  relators  on  the  Poet 
OBtx  Department,  which  award  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral declined  to  execute  in  fall,  until  he  should  re- 
ceive further  legislative  direction  on  the  subject  If 
the  duty  imposed  on  the  Postmaster  General,  by  that 
law,  was  to  be  r^arded  as  one  of  an  official  nature, 
bdonging  to  his  office  as  a  branch  of  the  Executive, 
then  it  is  obvious,  that  the  oonstitutioaal  competency 


of  the  Judiciary  to  direct  and  control  him  in  its  <&- 
charge,  was  neeeasatily  drawn  in  question.  And  if 
the  duty  so  imposed  on  the  Postmaster  General  was 
to  be  considered  as  merely  ministerial,  and  not  exeo- 
utive,  it  yet  remained  to  be  shown  that  the  circuit 
court  of  this  District  had  authority  to  interfere  bj 
mandamus — such  a  power  having  never  before  been 
asserted  or  claimed  by  that  court  With  a  view  to 
the  settlement  of  these  important  questions,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  circuit  court  was  carried,  by  a  writ  of 
error,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  (pinion  of  that  tribunal,  the  duty  imposed  on 
the  Postmaster  General  was  not  an  offidal,  executive 
duty,  but  one  of  a  merely  ministerial  nature.  The 
grave  constitutional  questions  which  had  been  dis- 
cussed were,  therefore,  excluded  from  the  decisicm 
of  the  case ;  the  court,  indeed,  expressly  admitting 
that,  with  powers  and  duties  property  belon|dng  to 
the  Executive,  no  other  department  can  intenere  by 
the  writ  of  mandamus ;  and  the  question,  therefore^ 
resolved  itself  into  this:  Has  Congress  conferred 
upon  the  circuit  court  of  this  District  the  powei'to 
issue  such  a  writ  to  an  offieer  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, commanding  faim  to  perform  a  ministerial  act  f 
A  nujority  of  the  court  have  decided  that  it  has,  but 
liave  founded  their  decision  upon  a  proofs  of  reason- 
ing which,  in  my  judgment,  renders  further  legida- 
tive  provision  indispensable  to  the  public  interests 
and  the  equal  administration  of  justice. 

It  has  long  since  been  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  that  neither  that  tribunal  nor  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  United  States  held  within  the  respective  States, 
possess  the  power  in  question ;  but  it  is  now  held 
that  this  power,  denied  to  both  of  these  high  tribu- 
nals, (to  the  former  by  the  constitution,  and  to  the 
Utter  by  Congress,)  has  been,  by  its  legislation, 
vested  in  the  circuit  court  of  this  District  No  such 
direct  grant  of  power  to  the  circuit  court  of  this  Dis- 
trict is  claimed ;  but  it  has  been  held  to  result,  by 
necessary  implication,  &om  several  sections  of  the 
law  establishing  the  court  One  of  these  sections 
declares,  that  the  laws  of  Maryland,  as  they  existed 
at  the  time  of  the  cession,  should  be  in  force  in  that 
part  of  the  District  ceded  by  that  State;  and,  by 
this  provision,  the  oommon  law,  in  civil  and  crinunal 
cases,  as  it  prevailed  in  Maryland  in  I80I,  was  estab- 
lished in  that  part  of  the  District 

In  England,  the  Court  of  King's  Bench — because 
the  sovereign,  wbo,  according  to  the  theory  of  the 
constitution,  is  the  fountain  of  justice,  originally 
sat  tlieie  in  person,  and  is  still  deemed  to  be  pres- 
ent, in  construction  of  law — alone  possesses  the 
high  power  of  issuing  .the  writ  of  mandamua,  not  only 
to  inferior  jurisdictions  and  corporations,  but  also 
to  magistrates  and  others,  commanding  them,  in 
the  King's  name,  to  do  what  their  duty  requires,  in 
cases  wliere  there  is  a  vested  right,  and  no  otbet 
specific  remedy.  It  baa  been  held,  in  the  case  re- 
ferred to,  that,  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  is,  by  the  constitution,  rendered  incompe- 
tent to  exercise  this  power,  and  as  the  circuit  court 
of  this  District  is  a  court  of  generaljurisdiction  in 
cases  at  common  law,  and  the  highest  court  of 
original  jurisdiction  in  the  District  the  right  to 
issue  the  writ  of  mandamus  is  incident  to  Its  com- 
mon law  powers.  Another  ground  relied  upon  to 
maintain  the  power  in  question,  is,  that  it  was  in- 
cluded, by  iair  construction,  in  the  power  it  granted 
to  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  Sutea,  by  the 
act  "  to  provide  for  the  more  oonTeniont  otganin* 
Uon  of  the  ooortt  of  (h«  United  States,"  paased 
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18th  of  February,  1801 ;  that  the  act  establishing 
the  circuit  court  of  this  District,  poised  the  27th 
day  of  February,  1801,  conferred  upon  that  court 
and  the  judges  thereof  the  same  powers  as  were  by 
law  vested  in  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  and  in  the  judges  of  the  said  courts ;  that 
the  repeal  of  the  first-mentioned  act,  which  took 
place  in  the  next  year,  did  not  divest  the  circuit 
court  of  this  District  of  the  authority  in  dispute,  but 
left  ft  still  clothed  with  the  powers  ovpr  the  subject 
which,  it  is  conceded,  were  talcen  away  from  the 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  by  the  repeal  of 
the  act  of  18th  of  February,  1801. 

Admitting  that  the  adoption  of  the  laws  of 
Harylaiid  for  a  portion  of  this  District  confers  on 
the  circuit  court  thereof,  in  that  portion,  the  tran- 
scendent extra-judicial  prerogative  powers  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  England,  or  that  either 
of  the  acts  of  Congress,  by  necessary  implication, 
authorize  the  former  court  to  issue  a  writ  of  man- 
damus to  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  to  compel 
him  to  perform  a  ministerial  duty,  the  conse- 
quences are,  in  one  resp^t,  the  same.  The  result 
in  either  case  is,  that  the  officers  of  the  United 
States,  stationed  in  difierent  parts  of  the  United 
States,  arc,  in  respect  to  the  performance  of  their 
official  duties,  subject  to  different  laws  and  a  dif- 
ferent supervision :  those  in  the  States  to  one  rule, 
and  those  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  another 
and  a  very  different  one.  In  the  District  their 
official  conduct  is  subject  to  a  judicial  control, 
from  which  in  the  States  they  are  exempt. 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to 
the  expediency  of  vesting  such  a  power  in  the 
judiciary,  in  a  system  of  Government  constituted 
lilce  that  of  the  United  States,  all  must  agree  that 
these  disparaging  discrepancies  in  the  law  and  in 
the  adminbtration  of  justice  ought  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  continue;  and  as  Congress  alone  can 
provide  the  remedy,  the  subject  is  unavoidably  pre- 
sented to  your  conmderation. 

M.  VAN  BUBEN. 

WASHncaTON,  Decembers,  18S8. 

The  Message  having  been  read, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wwght, 

Ordered,  That  the  usual  number  of  copies  be 
printed,  and  that  five  thousand  additional  copies  with- 
out the  documents,  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  with 
the  documents,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


HOXTSB  07  RSPRB89NTATIVB3. 

Tuesday,  December  4, 

Mr.  Oambbsleno,  fWnn  the  Joint  Committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Hoose  appomted  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  reported 
that  they  had  discharged  that  dntv,  and  the 
President  had  informed  them,  in  reply,  that  he 
wonid  transmit  to  the  two  Houses  a  Message 
to-day. 

The  President's  annual  Message  was  then 
bronght  in  by  his  private  Secretary,  and,  being 
liud  b«fore  the  House  by  the  Speaker,  was  read 
at  length  by  the  Olerk. 

Mr.  Haynbs  moved  that  the  Message  and  ao- 
companyins  doonments  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  that  1S,000  copies  with  the  dooomoits,  and 


5,000  withont  the  doonments,  be  printed  fortk 
nse  <rf  the  House. 

After  some  farther  conversation  betveea 
Messrs.  Wisb,  J.  Gablakd,  and  Hatkbs,  tke 
motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  diviaon. 


Wbdjtksdat,  December  6. 

The  Hon.  L.  Saltojtstall,  member  elect 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  wu 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Death  of  the  Eon.  Wm.  Patterton. 

Mr.  FiuMOBS  tiien  rose  and  stud : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  The  painful  and  melaneholy 
duty  has  devolved  upon  me  of  annonneing  to 
this  House  the  death  of  my  lamented  friend 
and  colleague,  Wm.  Pattkrsos.  He  died  at 
his  residence,  in  Warsaw,  oa  the  14th  day  <tf 
August  last 

The  last  time  I  saw  him  was  in  this  Hall  it 
the  close  of  the  late  session.  He  was  then  in 
the  prime  of  life,  and  apparently  in  the  fall 
enjoyment  of  health.  Blessed  by  his  Crealor 
with  a  constitution  that  never  felt  disease- 
environed  by  a  temperance  and  regularity  of 
habit  that  ordinarily  bids  defiance  to  its  ap- 
proach— no  man  left  this  House  with  ^rer 
prospects  of  returning  to  it  again.  But  the 
nntiring  assiduity  with  which  he  devoted  hm- 
self  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  here  dnrlM 
that  long  and  arduous  session,  doubtless  sowed 
the  seeds  of  that  disease  which  so  soon  terminat 
ed  his  earthly  existence.  Beneath  the  eitemal 
glow  of  health  that  then  mantled  his  cheek,  was 
insidiously  preying  the  canker-worm  of  death. 
He  was  barely  enabled  to  return  to  the  bosom 
of  his  family,  when  hia  strength  gave  way,  Us 
reason  wandered,  and,  in  a  few  ^ort  days,  aD 
that  was  mortal  of  WiUiam  Patterson  "slept 
beneath  the  clods  of  the  valley."  Would  that 
his  melancholy  tale  ended  here.  But  it  doM 
not.  The  partner  of  his  earthly  joys  and  sw^ 
rows,  worn  down  with  the  watchings  and 
anxieties  of  his  last  illness,  with  a  oonstitotiai 
too  feeble  to  support  the  accumulated  dx^Otm 
of  a  sensitive  mind,  sunk  beneath  the  wei^ 
of  her  sorrows,  and,  in  a  few  days  after  his  in- 
terment, she,  too,  "  slept  the  sleep  of  death " 
by  his  side.  What  an  appalling  bereavemeiit 
to  his  infant  children !  They  are  now  orphans 
in  this  wide  world,  exhibiting  in  their  changed 
condition  an  awful  reality  of  the  nncertuatj 
of  life  and  of  all  earthly  enjoyments. 

But,  sir,  though  gone,  he  has  left  behind  hne 
a  name  and  reputation  dear  to  them  that  knew 
him.  Modest  and  unassuming  in  his  oharaetM'. 
kind  and  generous  in  his  disposition,  hone* 
and  inflexible  in  his  purpose — to  know  him  was 
to  respect  and  esteem  'him.  His  heart  wa» 
withont  guile ;  and,  though  he  made  no  profes- 
sions, yet  he  habitually  practised  all  the  virtues 
that  adorn  the  life  of  a  most  exemplary  Chris- 
tian. 

He  made  no  pretensions  to  literal?  aoqnire- 
ments  or  stateananlike  qnalifioationa,  and  hi) 
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native  modesty  naturally  induced  hinv  to  seek 
tha  quiet  retirement  of  private  life.  But,  bless- 
ed with  good  sense  and  a  strong  and  retenttve 
memorr,  he  found  leisure,  amid  the  daily  toils 
of  a  laborious  occupation,  to  cultivate  a  taste 
for  reading,  which  stored  his  mind  with  useful 
facts.  At  the  unsolicited  request  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  he  reluctantly  yieldad  his  assent  to  oo- 
onpy  a  seat  on  this  floor.  How  he  discharged 
that  Important  trust  during  the  short  time  he 
participated  in  our  deliberations,  is  known  to 
yoa  all.  During  a  protracted  and  uncommonly 
arduous  session,  wnen  many  fainted  by  tiie 
wayside,  he  was  always  at  his  post.  During  a 
time  of  uncommon  excitement  and  political 
acrimony,  he  was  firm  in  the  support  of  what 
be  deemed  to  be  right,  yet  tolerant  to  the  opin- 
ions of  others  with  whom  he  differed.  In  one 
wor^  he  was  c<»i8tant  and  patient  in  the  dis- 
cbarge of  all  his  official  duties,  and  untiring  in 
the  more  bumble,  but  useful  labors  of  his  sta- 
tion. Naturally  frank,  honest,  and  confiding, 
he  drew  around  him  a  circle  of  finends,  and,  by 
the  unadulterated  goodness  of  his  heart,  dis- 
armed even  political  opposition  of  its  rancor. 
Finally,  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  as  a  father, 
husband,  brother,  friend,  citizen,  and  legislator, 
he  was  blameless.  That  no  testimony  of  re- 
spect for  his  many  virtues  should  be  wanting, 
I  offer  for  the  adoption  of  the  Honse  the  reso- 
Intions  which  I  send  to  the  Chiur : 

Jietolved,  unanimoutly,  That  tliis  House  has  re- 
ceived with  deep  sensibility  the  annunciation  of  the 
death  of  the  Hon.  Williaji  Tinzaaon,  a  Represent- 
ative from  the  State  of  New  York. 

RetolrttL,  unammmuly,  That  the  members  of  tliis 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
the  deceased,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

Jkath  of  Sim.  A.  W.  Bruyn. 

Hr.  Gbat  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  House 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Spbakbb  :  I  sincerely  join  in  the  expres- 
sion of  sorrow  at  the  decease  of  our  late  lamented 
friend  and  colleague,  whose  death  we  have  just 
heard  announced,  and  sympathize  with  his  rel- 
atives, and  especially  his  children,  who  have 
saffered  a  double  bereavement ;  and  regret,  yes, 
dr,  deeply  regret,  that  there  is  still  yet  to  be 
annoimced  another  instance  of  mortality,  which 
occurred  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  among 
the  delegation  from  that  State,  and  that,  too, 
from  the  District  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent.  I  allude  to  the  late  Hon. 
Andebw  Db  Witt  BntrrN,  who,  for  a  consider- 
able period  prior  to,  and  during  all  the  time  he 
serveid  his  constituents,  in  this  body,  suffered 
onder  a  combination  of  diseases  that  imp^red 
his  usefulness  here,  and  finally  terminated  his 
life  on  the  27th  day  of  July  last,  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Ithaca.  Aside  from  the  irreparable 
loss  which  his  family  have  snsttuned,  the  death 
of  Judge  Bmyn  is  regarded  as  no  ordinary  ca- 
lamity to  the  community  to  whom  he  was  inti- 
mately known,  and  by  whom  his  salutary  infln- 


enoe,  both  in  public  and  private  life,  was  felt 
and  q)preoiated.  In  all  situations  in  life,  he 
was  amiable  and  unpretending;  deliberate  in 
forming  his  opinions,  and  inflexible  in  main- 
taining them.  He  was,  in  all  respects,  an  hon- 
orable man ;  Justly,  and  in  a  very  high  degree, 
e^joyins  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him ;  and 
those  who  knew  him  best  respected  him  most. 
He  was  a  lawyer  of  eminence,  distinguished  for 
the  clear  and  comprehensive  view  he  took  of 
all  Bubjeots  presented  for  his  consideration,  pos> 
sessing  talents  peculiarly  fitting  for  a  judicial 
station ;  and  after  a  successful  practice  in  his 
profession  for  many  years,  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  first  Judge  of  the  county  court  in 
the  county  where  he  resided,  the  duties  of 
which  he  discharged  for  severaJ  years,  and  im- 
til  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  this  body,  with 
distinguished  ability ;  and  when  he  resigned  to 
enter  upon  his  duties  here,  he  received  the 
unanimous  and  cordial  approbation  of  the  bar 
of  his  county,  and  those  whose  peculiar  prov- 
ince it  was  to  ^oin  in  an  expression  of  his  valu- 
able services  m  that  capacity.  Of  his  course 
here  it  is  only  necessary  to  remark,  that  he  ao- 
quired  a  reputation  here  which  he  maintained 
elsewhere,  of  a  pure,  upright,  and  honest  man. 
I  beg  leave  to  send  to  the  Chair  the  following 
resolution,  and  move  its  adoption : 

Jleiolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Honae  tender 
to  the  relaUons  of  the  deceased  its  sympathy  on  this 
mournful  event,  and  will  testify  their  respect  for  the 
memory  of  Akdrxw  Si  Witt  Bruth,  deceased,  late 
memb^  of  this  House  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
by  wearing  cn^  on  the  left  arm  for  tliirty  days. 

The   resolution  was  unanimously  adopted, 
and  then,  on  motion, 
The  Honse  a^oumed. 


HoNDAT,  December  10. 
Smithtonian  Legacy. 

The  following  Messages  from  the  Preddent 
of  the  United  States  were  laid  before  the 
Honse: 

WisniNOTOif,  Dec.  6,  1888. 
To  tha  Haute  of  Rtpn»entativetof  the  United  Statet  : 

The  act  of  the  1st  July,  1886,  to  enable  the  Execn- 
tive  to  assert  and  prosecute  with  effect  the  daim  of 
the  United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  them 
by  Jynea  Smithson,  late  of  London,  having  received 
its  entire  execution,  and  the  amount  recovered  and 
paid  into  the  Treasury,  having,  agreeably  to  an  act 
of  the  last  session,  been  invested  in  State  stocks,  I 
deem  it  proper  to  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
the  obligation  now  devolving  upon  the  United  States 
to  fulfil  the  object  of  the  bequest  In  order  to  obt^ 
such  information  as  might  seem  to  facilitate  its  attain- 
ment, the  Secretary  of  State  was  directed  in  July  last 
to  apply  to  persons  versed  in  science,  and  familiar 
with  the  subject  of  public  edoostion,  for  their  views 
as  to  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  fuad  best  calculated 
to  meet  the  intentions  of  Sie  testator,  and  prove  moat 
beneficial  to  mankind.  Copies  of  the  ciroilar  letter 
written  in  oomidiance  with  these  diiecti<H>s,  and  oi 
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die  answers  to  it  received  at  the  Department  of  State, 
are  herewith  communicated  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress.  H.  TAN  BUBEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  of  nine. 
Ta  tht  House  of  Repraeniativtt. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Kqneaentar 
tires  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments, in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  9th  of  July  last  H.  YAK  BUREN. 

WASBUiQioir,  Dec.  7,  1838. 

Defalcation  of  Sam.  Swartteout,  late  CoUtetor 

of  tht  Port  o/Keu)  York. 
T»  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Sepreeentalivet  of  the 
United  State* :  ' 
I  herewith  transmit  a  special  report,  made  to  me 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  your  consider- 
ation, in  relation  to  the  recently  discovered  default 
of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  the  customs  at 
the  port  of  New  York. 

I  would  respectfully  invite  the  early  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  adopUon  of  the  l^al  provisions 
therein  suggested,  or  such  other  measures  as  may 
appear  more  expedient  for  increasing  the  public 
security  against  sunilar  defalcations  hereafter. 

M.  VAN  BtTREN. 
Washimoton,  Dec.  1  1838. 

Mr.  Cambbeleito  mored  that  so  much  of  this 
document  as  related  to  the  defalcation  of  the 
late  collector  of  New  York  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  and  so  much  as  related  to 
ike  revenue  laws  to  that  on  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  C.  remarked,  that  in  making  the  first 
motion,  which  he  regarded  as  one  demanding 
the  exclasive  consideration  of  a  committee,  it 
was  proper  for  him  to  state  that  he  did  it  with 
no  design  of  acting  npon  the  committee  him- 
self in  any  capacity.  On  the  contrary,  charged 
OS  he  was  with  the  laborious  duties  on  another 
committee,  he  could  scarcelj"  devote  the  requi- 
site time ;  and,  independent  of  that  considera- 
tion, it  would  be  much  more  satisfactory  to  him 
that  the  members  should  come  from  a  different 
quarter  of  the  Union  than  Mr.  0.  did. 

Mr.  Mebceb  applauded  the  spirit  and  candor 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  but  he  would 
suggest  to  the  gentleman,  as  this  was  an  im- 
portant matter,  to  postpone  it  till  to-morrow, 
and  order  it  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  C.  assenting,  the  subject  took  that  tem- 
porary direction.*  • 


*  Among  the  papers  cammunlcated  bf  the  President 
wen  the  following  ^m  HmaT  D.  Oilpiic,  Esq.,  Bollcltor 
of  theTreatnry: 

Hr.  Underwood  completed,  on  Thursday  evening,  the 
examination  of  the  books  and  docnments  at  the  cuatom- 
hoase,  a«  Ihr  as  to  enable  him,  with  the  addition  of  the  In- 
Ibnnatlon  already  possessed  at  the  Treasncy,  to  state  the 
aeeoant  of  Mr.  Swartwoat  so  as  to  exhibit  tralir  the  amonnt 
dae  to  the  United  States.  He  then  proceeded  to  Washing- 
ton for  the  pnrpose  of  having  the  account  Anally  a4j<isted 


Tuesday,  December  11. 

IUffhU  of  the  SmUk. 

"When  New  Hampshire  was  called  on, 
Mr.  Atbebton  rose  and  asked  leaTe  to  sab- 
mit  the  following  resolutions : 

Jteeolted,  That  this  Oovemment  is  a  Govenunent 
of  limited  powen,  and  that,  by  the  Conatitntioit  of 
the  United  States,  Congress  has  no  jurisdiction  «!■(■ 
ever  over  the  insUtution  of  slavery  in  die  levenl 
States  of  the  Confederacy. 

Jietolved,  That  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  sltray 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  and  against  the  removal  of  slaves  from 
one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  plan  of  open, 
tions  set  on  foot  to  affect  the  institution  of  ekvoy  ii 
the  several  States,  and  thus  indirectly  to  destroy  thtt 
institution  within  their  limits. 

Keeolved,  That  Congress  has  no  tight  to  do  that 
indirectly  which  it  cannot  do  directly;  and  that  the 
agitation  of  the  subject  of  sUvery  in  the  Diatiietrf 
Columtiia,  or  the  Territories,  as  a  means,  and  litk 
the  view,  of  disturbing  or  overtiirowing  that  inalita- 
tion  in  the  several  Suites,  is  against  the  toue  qiiiit 
and  meaning  of  the  constitution,  an  infriogemcot  of 
the  rights  of  the  States  affected,  and  a  breach  of  the 


shall  be  able  to  adopt  the  sommaty  proeeedinn  by  distress 
warrant,  aathorixed  by  the  act  of  May  IS,  IW^  ahoold  the 


Interests  of  the  United  States  make  that  oonne  nott  il- 
visable. 

It  appeared  proper,  however,  wtthont  waMag  fcr  tUktt 
take  whatever  measores  were  poaaible  for  the  liswrflsfc 
secority  of  the  United  States.  On  examining  the  Itttera 
attorney  tima  Ur.  Swartvont  to  Mr.  Ogden,  I  kati  tUt  It 
conferred  on  the  latter  the  nillest  agency.  He  «is  utMr 
Impressed  with  the  propriety  of  adopting  nnder  it  ma 
measures  for  the  secnrtty  of  the  United  States  is  wen  Is 
bis  power.  He  has  paid  over  to  me  the  sum  of  tXM»  !• 
cash,  being  the  deposit  In  bank  refetnd  to  In  the  bn  v 
port.  Thto  sum  I  have  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Tmt- 
nrer  of  the  United  8tat«.on  spedat  deposit,  in  the  I^ 
of  America :  and  horewltb  endcm  you  dapUcsle  reeelrii 
of  the  cashier  therefor.  Mr.  Ogden  has  also  eieeiiiM,  a 
the  attorney  of  Mr.  Swartwont,  three  moitgages  of  »l  » 
property  in  the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jemr,  a» 
Maryland.  The  spedflc  portions  of  property  bckamlo 
Ur.  Swartwont  In  those  States  were  not  all  aBowiUlu. 
Ogden,  bat  they  are  described  as  fblly  ss  Us  Infemsdos 

Knnltted;  and  the  moitnges  erabiaoe,  geneiaDy,  all  w 
rortwont's  estate.  Neither  Mr.  Price  nornyielf  ksn 
been  able  to  learn  that  there  is  any  other  property,  lejl" 
personal,  nnleaa  It  be  the  household  fttmitiire.  The  ■■<> 
gages  have  been  placed  for  record  in  the  register^  oA"  " 
thb  dty,  and  of^  Bergen  county.  New  Jersey,  and  I  ««• 
forwarded  that  embracing  the  property  In  MarylsM,  isIM 
district  attorney  there,  with  a  raqncat  to  have  it  ntaw 
In  the  proper  office  without  delay.  These  moitgwes"; 
dude  the  house  aqd  lots  In  this  city ;  the  large  and  nlnot 
meadow  property  at  Hoboken ;  and  the  Interest  la  the  esri 
lands  at  ComberUnd.  As  to  thdr  value,  I  have  no  ■«>• 
of  forming  an  oplnion^nt  it  U  rated  byMr.  Ogdn  *  • 
very  large  amount — [JSrimet,  Ifot.  10,  IStS. 

Testerday  I  received  a  duly  certified  transcript  of  tl«J|^ 
count  of  Mr.  Swartwont,  as  finally  stated  by  the  sewsiwg 
olBcer^  showing  a  balance  due  nom  him,  as  late  lens]*" 
of  the  rerenoe  for  the  port  of  New  Turk,  o(*WHilU& 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  W**?' 
IBiO,  I  forthwith  Itsned  a  warrant  of  dhtresi  aoliif  0< 
sold  Samoel  Swartwout,  and  B«q)amla  BIrdsall,  Cbarlts  L 
Livingston,  and  Mangle  L.  Qnackeoboaa,  the  sawtleslDlw 
offlcid  bond  of  Mr  Swartwont,  which  was  tonrsrileii  «J« 
the  ofBce  of  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Tieaiiiry.  I" 
warrant  of  distress,  with  a  copy  of  the  account.  «  » 
Hvered  to  the  marshal,  and  he  proceeded  without  deiv" 
make  a  levy  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Swartwout  and  bl•l■•• 
ties  In  thb  Strict.  ,.    ^ 

In  order  to  perfect  the  lien  In  the  msnMr  IM  w 
requires,  the  marshal  has  already  cansid  the  levW  •*  Jr 
made,  with  the  dates,  to  be  reeorded  In  the  o««»  «  »• 
clerk  of  the  district  court  for  this  district,  and  will  moUmj 
so  to  do  as  additional  property  moy  be  ssoe«taln«4-l»' 
<rad;JirMilS,1888t  ^ 
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ie  faith  upon  wliidi  they  entered  into  .the  Con- 


i^Md^  That  tlie  constitation  nets  on  the  broad 
principle  of  equality  among  the  members  of  ttiis  Con- 
federacy, and  that  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
acknowledged  powers,  bis  no  right  to  discriminate 
between  tiie  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  States 
and  another,  with  a  view  of  abolishing  the  one  and 
promoting  the  other. 

Jietolval,  therefore.  That  all  attempts  on  the  part 
of  Conercss  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  or  the  Territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  re- 
moval of  slaves  from  State  to  State,  or  to  discrtmi- 
nate  between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the 
Confederacy  and  another,  with  the  views  aforesaid, 
are  In  violation  of  the  constitution,  destructive  of  the 
fundamental  principle  on  which  the  Union  of  tiiese 
States  rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress ; 
and  that  every  petition,  memorial,  re8<dution,  propo- 
ration,  or  paper,  touching  or  relating  in  any  way,  or 
to  any  extent  whatever,  to  slavery,  as  aforesaid,  or 
the  abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presentation 
thereof,  without  any  further  action  thereon,  be  laid 
on  the  table,  witSout  being  debated,  printed,  or  re- 
Cerred. 

Mr.  Odbbino  objected  to  their  introdaotion 
aft  this  time. 

Mr.  Athbbtoh  thereupon  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules. 

Itr.  Adamb  and  Mr.  CrsHiKa  simnltaneoasly 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being 
ordered,  were — yeas  187,  nays  66. 

So  tlie  rules  were  snspended. 

The  resolations  being  before  the  House, 

Mr.  Athxbtok  addressed  the  Chair  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  addressing  the  House  at  this  time  my  ob- 
ject is,  very  briefly,  to  explain  the  purport  of 
the  rftfolutions  just  offered,  and  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  me  to  present  them. 

The  first  resolution  declares  "  that  this  Got- 
emment  is  a  Oovemment  of  limited  powers, 
and  that  by  the  Constitation  of  the  United 
States,  Congress  has  no  jurisdiction  whatever 
over  tiie  institution  of  slavery  in  the  several 
States  of  the  Confederacy." 

To  suppose  that  this  resolution  would  not 
meet  very  general  assent,  would  be  to  suppose 
that  the  most  ultra  Federal  notions  are  enter- 
tiuned  as  to  the  powers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  that  those  powers  are  considered  as 
entirely  absolute  and  unlimited. 

The  second  resolution  declares  that  petitions 
for  the  atMilition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  against  the  removal  of  slaves  from 
one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  plan  of 
operations  set  on  foot  to  affect  the  institution 
<^  slavery  in  the  several  States,  and  thus  in- 
directly to  destroy  that  institution  within  their 
limits. 

Legally  and  morally,  Mr.  Speaker,  men  are 
held  responsible  for  the  consequences  which 
tbeir  acts  have  a  manifest  tendency  to  produce. 
This  resolution  contains  an  expression  of  our 
opinion  as  to  the  ultimate  object  and  tendency 
of  these  petitions  and  memorials.    Can  any  one 


who  does  not  shut  his  eyes  to  what  is  going  on 
around  him,  doubt  as  to  the  effect,  and  as  to 
the  intention  of  these  petitions?  I  cannot 
doubt  it,  sir,  without  disbelieving  the  open 
avowals  of  these  petitioners  themselves.  In 
saying  this,  I  refer,  no  weven,  not  to  many  hon- 
est persons  who  have  signed  them  without  a 
sufficient  examination  of  the  important  bearing 
of  the  question;  nor  to  others,  such  for  in- 
stance as  females  and  children,  who  have  had, 
in  affixing  their  rignatures,  too  frequently  no 
definite  intention  or  object ;  but  to  those  who 
call  loudly  for  the  presentation  of  these  peti- 
tions, who  get  them  up,- who  circulate  them  for 
signature,  and  whose  business  it  seems  to  be  to 
agitate  the  community  on  this  subject 

The  third  resolution  declares  that  Congress 
has  no  right  to  do  that  indirectly  which  it  can- 
not do  directly,  and  that  the  agitation  of  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
or  the  Territories,  as  a  means,  or  with  the  view, 
of  disturbing  or  overthrowing  that  institution 
in  the  several  States,  is  against  the  true  spirit 
and  meaning  of  the  constitution,  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  rights  of  the  States  affected,  and 
a  breach  of  the  public  faith,  upon  which  they 
entered  into  this  Confederacy. 

The  fourth  resolution  declares  "  that  the  con- 
stitution rests  on  the  broad  principle  of  equality 
among  the  members  of  this  Confederacy,  and 
that  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its  acknowl- 
edged powers,  has  no  right  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the 
States  and  another,  with  a  view  of  abolishing 
the  one  and  promoting  the  other." 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  code  of  political 
construction  or  political  morality  ought  to  find  . 
favor  in  this  House,  by  which  the  justice  of 
these  two  resolutions  shall  not  lie  fully  admit- 
ted. Indeed,  sir,  I  must  say  that  all  the  reso- 
lutions to  which  I  have  adverted  seem  very 
like  truisms,  about  which  no  dispute  can  be  en- 
terteined ;  and  it  also  seems  to  me,  that  from 
these  the  principles  conttuned  in  the  fifth  and 
last  resolntion  follow  by  necessary  consequence. 

The  fifth  resolution  declares  that,  therefore, 
"  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the 
Territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves 
from  State  to  State,  or  to  discriminate  between 
the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  Confeder- 
acy and  another,  with  the  views  aforesaid,  are 
in  violation  of  the  constitution,  destructive  of 
the  fundamental  principles  on  which  the  nnion 
of  these  States  rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Congress." 

These  are  the  principles  laid 'down  in  the  fifth 
resolution,  and  as  I  have  said,  they  seem  to  me 
to  follow  by  necessary  consequence  from  the 
preceding  resolutions.  But  the  fifth  resolution 
proceeds  still  further,  and  provides  for  the 
mode  of  action  of  the  House  upon  petitions, 
memorials,  &&,  on  this  subject ;  and  from  the 
principles  embodied  in  tlie  first  part  of  the  res- 
olution, the  propriety  of  the  mode  of  aotioa 
prescribed,  becomes  at  once  apparent 
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The  latter  part  of  the  resolution  provides 
that  everj-  petition,  memorial,  resolntion,  prop- 
osition or  paper,  tending  or  relating  in  any 
way,  or  to  any  extent  wnatever,  to  slavery  as 
aforesaid,  or  the  abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the 
|H-esentation  thereof,  without  any  farther  action 
thereon,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  being 
debated,  printed,  or  referred. 

This  provision  is,  in  effect,  similar  to  the  res- 
olntion of  the  24th  of  December,  1887,  on  the 
same  subject.  It  is  within  the  knowledge  of 
all,  that  the  resolution  of  the  24th  Decem- 
ber was  also  nearly  similar  to  a  resolntion 
adopted  by  the  Honse  several  years  since,  after 
full  examination  of  the  subject  by  a  committee. 
The  representatives  of  the  State  which  I,  in 
part,  represent,  voted  for  that  resolution,  and 
one  of  them  was  of  the  committee  who  report- 
ed it.  Their  course  met  the  decided  approba- 
tion of  a  m^ority  of  their  constituents,  as  I 
believe  has  the  course  of  those  who  supported 
the  similar  resolntions  of  the  24th  December. 
At  any  rate,  I  may  be  pardoned  for  saying  of 
that  constituency,  that  they  are  too  intelligent 
to  be  misled  by  the  idle  and  utterly  unfounded 

Sretence,  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  resolution 
I  a  denial  of  any  right  of  petition.  Still,  sir, 
'as  in  some  portions  of  the  country,  from  not 
BufBciently  attending  to  the  reasons  inducing  it, 
this  may  have  been  considered  a  measure  bor- 
dering on  harshness,  I  have  thought  proper  in 
submitting  that  part  of  the  last  resolution,  pre- 
scribing the  mode  of  action  by  the  Honse, 
which  is  similar  in  effect  to  the  resolntion  re- 
ported by  Mr.  PiNomrET,  and  to  the  resolntion 
of  the  24th  December,  1887,  to  preface  it  with 
tbe  matter  preceding,  embodying  the  reasons 
which  not  only  render  the  propriety  of  this 
course  evident,  bnt  show  the  impropriety  of 
any  other.  I  would  treat  these  petitions  pre- 
cisely as  I  would  any  other  invmving  similar 
o<Hisiderations.  These  subjects  have  excited 
anxious  attention  and  reflection  here  and  else- 
where. It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the 
intelligence  of  the  members  of  this  Honse,  to 
suppose  that  any  one  of  them  had  not  made  up 
his  mind  on  the  question,  whether  we  have  a 
right  to  grant  the  prayer  of  these  petitions  or 
not.  The  Abolitionists  themselves  evince  their 
own  conviction  that  tbe  minds  of  members, 
even  before  they  enter  this  Hall,  are  made  up 
on  these  subjects,  by  requiring  them  explicitly 
to  state  their  opinions  and  the  vote  they  intend 
to  give.  The  matter  has  been  once  referred  to 
a  committee,  who  folly  examined  it,  and  re- 
ported such  arguments  as  conclusively  show 
onr  want  of  jurisdiction.  Is  it  pretended  that 
every  petition  must  be  referred,  and  a  report 
be  made  in  full  npon  it,  and  that  the  whole 
time  of  Congress  should  be  spent  npon  the 
subject  ?  The  House,  and  each  member  of  the 
House,  has  fully  considered  the  subjects  in- 
volved in  these  petitions.  If,  then,  the  House 
is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  has  no  right  to 
act  on  these  sabjects  as  the  petitioners  desire, 
it  is,  as  I  conodve,  our  dat^  to  dispose  of  tbe 


petitions  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  nnleM 
mdeed  our  object  be  to  waste  our  own  tiine  and 
the  money  of  the  people  in  discas»oninteniiiii- 
able  and  ni^availing,  or  worse  than  nnavai&if, 
because  intended  to  manufacture  public  seolt- 
ment  for  our  constituents  rather  tbsn  to  acqnire 
light  for  onr  own  guidance,  and  thus  in^catini 
tbe  assumption  that  we  are  the  masters  instead 
of  the  servants  of  the  people.  By  the  mod* 
of  action  here  prescribed,  the  petitions  are  to 
be  presented  like  any  other  petitions ;  from  th« 
statement  of  their  contents,  required  by  tk 
rules  of  the  House,  it  is  perceived  that  tbej 
relate  to  subjects  which  have  been  fully  con- 
sidered by  the  House,  and  on  which  am^oiil; 
of  the  House  have  definitely  formed  an  q>iiiiai 
that  the  House  has  no  legitimate  jurisdHstioa; 
and  they  are  at  once  laid  upon  the  table. 

Believing,  sir,  as  I  do,  that  "  the  relation  «f 
master  and  slave  ia  a  matter  exclusively  withii 
the  regulation  of  the  States  where  it  exista,  and 
that  any  interference  by  tbetinhabitanta  of 
other  States  in  regard  to  it,  is  not  only  noiii- 
thorized  and  intrusive,  bnt  faithless  and  diahoo- 
orable,  as  being  against  the  letter  and  ^irit  of 
the  sacred  compact  which  binds  us  togetbor" 
— believing  that  the  agitation  now  fn/^tei  <» 
the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery,  vrbetber 
carried  on  under  the  pretext  of  maintaining  tbe 
right  of  petition,  or  any  other  pretext,  renlti, 
either  from  a  total  misconception  of  the  v$tsn 
and  rights  of  the  General  and  State  Gctwb- 
ments,  or,  as  there  is  reason  to  fear  in  amie 
instances,  from  hostility  to  our  estaUished  Be- 
publican  institutions — that  it  tends  toalienata 
the  friendly  regards  of  different  parts  of  onr 
country,  and  introduce  sectional  diflereBM 
and  divisions — to  waste  and  consume  the  tiiM 
of  Congress,  and  enormously  to  increase  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  of  the  people— that 
it  is  dangerous,  not  only  to  tbe  rights  of  i>> 
citizens  of  the  slave-holding  States,  out  also,  in 
the  highest  degree,  to  the  integrity  of  tbe 
Union— that,  if  persisted  in,  it  threatens  to 
involve  the  whole  country  in  the  most  alsinuBK 
evils — and  that  it  ought  to  be  disrounteoanw 
by  every  friend  of  the  Union  and  of  RepublicB 
Government,  I  cannot  but  trust  these  resolu- 
tions will  meet  the  favorable  consideration  d 
the  House 

Mr.  A.  then  demanded  the  previous  qnestioi. 

Mr.  WiSB.  I  ask  the  gentlemen  of  the 
North,  as  the  Korth  has  been  heard,  that  the 
South  Ediall  be  heard  also.  These  are  b«( 
Southern  resolutions,  and  I  repudiate  them  as 
such.    I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment. 

The  Ceaib  said  it  was  not  in  order.  ' 

Mr.  OusHiNo  called  for  a  diviuon  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  take  it  on  each  resolntion. 

Mr.  "WisK.  I  ask  l^ave  of  this  House  that 
the  South  may  be  heard  upon  this  question. 

The  Cbaib  reminded  the  gentleman  that  he 
must  be  aware  debate  could  not  be  entertsioM 
after  the  previous  question  had  been  denunded. 

Mr.  WisK.  Then  I  ask  that  my  resolntii* 
may  be  read. 
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The  Ohaib  said  it  oonld  only  be  done  by 
iiT)«tmmnii(i  consent.  [Cries  of  No  t  no  I  from 
Tariomparts  of  the  Hall.] 

Mr.  Wise.  It  is  a  plot  spmng  npon  the 
Soath. 

Kr.  TnxnroHABT  vonld  ask  the  gentleman 
from  New  Ilampehire,  if,  after  following  up  a 
speech  and  an  argument  by  the  previons  qnes- 
tion,  he  would  not  withdraw  it  for  at  least  the 
same  length  of  time,  for  a  reply,  that  his  argu- 
ment had  consnmed.     [Cries  of  Order  I  order !] 

Mr.  Stanlt  said,  to  use  the  words  of  a  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  CAiraBBLBNo)  on 
another  occasion,  he  wanted  to  see  every  man, 
both  North  and  Sonth,  toe  the  mark;  and 
therefore  he  moved  a  call  of  the  House ;  which 
was  ordered. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wisb  was  called,  that 
gentleman^^  in  his  place  and  said,  as  a  rep- 
resentativ^vf  Southern  people  and  Southern 
interests,  I  am  not  here  on  the  subject  of  Abo- 
lition. 

The  call  was  proceeded  in,  and  228  members 
having  responded, 

Mr.  TiTTTS  moved  to  dispense  with  its  farther 
proceedings. 

So  all  further  proceedings  on  the  call  were 
dispensed  with,  and  the  question  recurring  on 
the  second  for  the  previous  question, 

Mr.  WisB  again  asked  that  a  resolution  he 
had  drawn  up  as  an  amendment  be  read. 

Mr.  CcsHMAN  objected. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  a  suspension  of  the  mles ; 
bat  tiie  Ohair  roled  the  motion  to  be  oat  of 
order. 

The  previons  qneetion  was  seconded  by  the 
House,  108  to  102,  and  ordering  the  main  qaes- 

tiOD. 

Mr.  Obennell  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Bell  then  rose  and  said  he  would  make 
a  motion,  which  he  hoped  would  be  assented 
to  on  all  sides.  It  was  to  move  that  the  House 
adjoam,  and  to  order  the  resolutions  to  be 
printed  and  lud  on  their  tables  to-morrow, 
when  they  woold  vote  understandingly  upon 
them. 

The  Ohaik  said  the  motion  to  print  wonld 
require  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Bell  hoped  no  gentleman  would  object 
to  a  proposition  that  seemed  to  him  so  reason- 
able. 

Objections  were  made,  however,  in  several 
quarters,  and  Mr.  Bell  then  made  the  motion 
to  a4Joum,  on  which 

Mr.  OusBMAH  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which,  being  ordered,  were — yeas  102,  nays 
113. 

Bo  the  House  refrising  to  adjourn,  the  ques- 
tion recurred  on  ordering  the  mun  question  to 
be  put. 

Mr.  Masok,  of  Ohio,  then  raised  the  question 
■of  order,  whether,  as  the  116th  rule  of  the 
House  provided  that  no  standing  rule  should 
be  changed  without  one  day's  notice,  and  as 
the  48th  rule  prescribed  the  mode  of  receiving 
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petitions,  and  the  6th  pending  resolntioa  pro- 
posed a  change  of  that  rule  so  far  as  a  certain 
class  of  petitions  were  concerned,  one  day's 
notice  should  not  have  been  given. 

The  CaAiB  said,  dearly  not,  and  it  had  been 
so  decided  on  a  former  occasion. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  and  the  main  qaea- 
tion  ordered — yeas  114,  nays  107. 

Mr.  Pbtsiken  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  0.  H.  WnxLAiis,  of  Tennessee,  said  he 
wished  to  be-ezcu^  from  voting  on  these  res- 
olutions, unless  he  oonld  have  an  opportunity 
of  e:^laining  his  views  npon  them.  They 
came  m  a  questionable  shape,  and  he  could  not 
vote  for  them  without  fhrther  examination. 
He  therefore  asked  the  House  to  be  excused; 
but  before  the  question  was  propounded — 

Mr.  JoBssoN,  of  Maryland,  said  he  had  voted 
against  adjourning  before,  because  he  could  not 
persuade  himself  that  the  previous  question 
would  have  been  sustained,  but  seeing  it  had, 
he  now  renewed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Pabkeb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  ordered,  were — yeas  108,  nays 
113. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjonm. 

The  House  also  refused  to  excuse  Mr.  "Wil- 
liams from  voting. 

Mr.  Wise  gave  his  reasons,  in  part,  for  refhs-  4b 
ing  to  vote  for  or  against  the  resolutions,  \>rA 
he  was  called  to  order  for  travelling  out  of  the 
limits  prescribed  by  the  80th  rule.    Mr.  W. 
stated  that  he  should  not  vote. 

Mr.  Stanlt  also  did  the  same,  as  did  Mr. 
Jknifek. 

Mr.  Ukdeewood  moved  the  House  to  ex- 
case  him,  for  he  could  neither  vote  affirmative- 
ly nor  negatively,  without  placing  himself  in  a 
false  position ;  but  they  refiised. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted — yeas  198,  nays 
6. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coffin, 

The  House  then  acyourned. 


Wednxsoat,  December  13. 

tf      AhoUtion  of  Slcmery. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolutions  introduced  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Athebton.  * 

As  soon,  however,  as  the  journal  was  read, 
Mr.  Wise  rose  and  remarked  that  he  did  not 
perceive  entered  on  the  record  the  fact  that  he 
had  refused  to  vote  yesterday,  and  as  he  wanted 
his  constituents  to  see  that  he  hod  not  enter- 
tidned  the  subject  of  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
States,  he  moved  that  the  journal  be  corrected 
accordingly. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  inquired  if  this  motion  would  not  go 
on  the  journal  of  to-day. 

The  Chaib  replied  that  it  would. 

Mr.  Wisb's  object  was  attained  then. 
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The  second  resolntioa  was  then  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

lUtolved,  That  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  daTety 
in  tlie  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories  of  tl>e 
United  States  and  against  the  removal  of  slaves  &om 
one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  plan  of  opera- 
tioiw  set  on  foot  to  aflbot  the  institution  of  slavety 
in  tlie  several  States,  and  thus  in(Uiectiy  to  destroy 
that  institution  within  their  limits. 

Mr.  BiDDLE  askoA  permission  to  decline  vot- 
ing on  the  second  proposition,  as  wantonly 
stigmatiziag  a  mass  of  men.  'Wliilst  he  oonld 
not  vote  for  it,  he  knew  the  reckless  andacity 
with  which  a  vote  against  it  might  be  nsed  to 
create  a  false  impression.  Mr.  B.  referred  to 
the  stand  ho  had  taken  in  his  own  district  on 
this  subject,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
been  sastaiued.  His  Van  Bnren  opponent  had 
refased  to  answer  the  interrogatories  propound- 
ed. Hr.  6.  thoaght  that  a  body  of  honorable 
men  ought  not  to  place  him  in  this  false  light 
fbr  the  mere  transient  purposes  of  party,  with 
a  view  to  influence  the  elections  at  the  South, 
now  that  tliose  at  the  North  had  been  got 
through  with  it.  Ur.  B.  was  proceeding  l\ir- 
ther,  bat 

The  Chaib  interposed,  on  the  ground  that 
the  gentl^eman  was  transgressing  the  rules. 

The  House  refused  to  excuse  Mr.  Biddlx. 
•     The  question  on  the  second  resolution  was 
then  taken,  and  it  was  adopted — yeas  136,  nays 
«6. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wisb  was  called,  that 
genUeman  rose  in  his  place,  and  stud :  I  refuse 
to  vote. 

Mr.  OiraBiso  raised  the  question  of  order, 
that  the  gentleman  was  bound  to  vote  unless 
excused,  and  that,  as  the  names  must  be  called 
riphabetically,  the  Clerk  could  not  proceed  to 
the  next  name  and  pass  over  that  of  Mr.  Wise. 

The  Chaib  said  tlie  point  had  been  decided 
before ;  the  roll  must  be  proceeded  with,  after 
being  onoe  commenced. 

Mr.  CrsHiNo  gave  notice  that  he  ahoidd  raise 
the  question  again. 

Mr.  BicoNSON,  who  stated  that  he  was  mo- 
mentarily absent  from  his  seat  when  his  name 
was  called,  asked  leave  to  record  his  name  in 
the  affirmative ;  but  leave  was  not  grMted. 

As  soon  as  the  roll  was  gone  tbrmlgh,  and 
before  the  vote  was  announced,  Mr.  Cushino 
agidn  raised  the  abo-f^e  question,  bat  it  was 
ruled  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  third  resolution  was  then  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Raoletd.  Tliat  C!ongres8  has  no  right  to  do  that 
indirectly  which  it  cannot  do  directly ;  and  that  the 
agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
(^umbia,  or  the  Territories,  as  a  means,  and  with 
the  view,  of  diBturi>iDg  or  overthrowing  that  institu- 
tion in  the  several  States,  is  against  ute  true  tpint 
and  meaning  of  the  constitution,  an  infringement  of 
tbe  rights  of  the  States  affected,  and  a  br^di  of  the 
public  &ith  upon  which  they  entered  into  tbe  Con- 
federacy. 

Mr.  Bond  called  for  a  divisioa  of  the  qnes- 1 


tion,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  first  on  the  foUowiig 
branch  only : 

Jieiolved,  That  Congress  Ims  no  right  to  do  ttit 
in<Urectiy  wUch  it  cannot  do  direolly. 

The  vote  being  so  taken  resulted  in  the  if- 
firmative^yeas  178,  nays  80. 

So  the  first  branch  of  the  third  resQlotioD 
was  adopted. 

The  second  branch  being  read, 

The  Question  was  then  taken,  and  resulted 
also  in  the  affirmative — yeas  164,  nays  40. 

So  the  third  resolution  was  adopted,  and  tlw 
fourth  was  taken  up  as  follows : 

Retolvei,  That  the  constitution  rests  en  Ae  imil 
principle  of  equality  among  the  memben  of  im 
Confederacy,  and  that  Congress,  in  the  exerciwof  k 
admowledged  powen,  has  no  right  to  diKrimimie 
between  the  institutions  of  one  portio^f  the  Sum 
and  another,  with  a  view  of  atx^iahin^Le  one  ul 
promoting  the  other. 

Mr.  LwooLN  called  for  a  division  of  the  qii» 
tion  on  this  resolution,  so  as  to  take  it  fint  od 
the  following  branch : 

"  Retolved,  That  the  constitution  rests  on  tk 
broad  principle  of  equality  among  the  memben  of 
this  Confederacy." 

Such  a  divisioD  bdng  accordingly  oidered, 
the  vote  thereon  resulted  affirmativdy— je* 
180,  nays  26. 

The  second  branch  of  this  resolution  wtial» 
agreed  to — yeas  174,  nays  24. 

[When  Mr.  Kknhbdy's  name  was  called,  tint 
gentleman  said  he  wished  to  inquire,  before  lit 
voted,  whether  a  clerical  errror  could  tie  &* 
corrected  in  this  port  of  tbe  resolntioa. 

The  Chub  stud  it  could  not. 

Mr.  Kkhnidt  rejoined  that  he  sboold  nb 
for  it,  but  he  did  so  protesting  sgtunst  its  m 
grammar.] 

The  fifth  and  lost  resolation  was  in  the  Al- 
lowing words : 

Setolved,  therefore.  That  all  attempts  on  ftefij 
of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  tbe  District  cf 
Columbia  or  the  Territories,  or  to  pnWbct  the  » 
moval  of  slaves  from  State  to  State,  or  to  discriua"* 
between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  ConW- 
eracy  and  another,  with  the  views  aforesaid,  tre  inn*- 
lation  of  the  constitution,  destructive  of  tbe  tofr 
mental  principle  on  which  the  Union  of  these  Sl*» 
rests,  and  beyond  tbe  jurisdiction  of  Co"?"^^ 
tiiat  every  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  fiofceim 
or  paper,  touching  or  relating  in  any  v«J,  Of  '"^ 
extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  aforesaid,  or  ^'^ 
lition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presentation  tberwt  »<* 
out  any  further  action  thereon,  be  laid  npon  tm 
table,  without  being  debated,  printed,  or  referwi 

Mr.  Raxdolph  called  for  a  division  tf  *• 
word  "  Congress  "  in  the  9th  line ;  wbick  «» 
ordered.  ^^ 

Mr.  WisB  then  stud,  I  now,  if  it  be  m  «««' 
and  in  order  to  test  the  sense  of  the  Hon«nr 
on  all  the  resolutions,  move  a  snspensiM  of  w 
rules,  with  a  view  of  offering  on  amendinen«» 
this  proposition,  so  as  to  stnke  out  the  wiW 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


707 


80  Se88.] 


Jiburth  InstalmeM  of  DgntU. 


[Dkceubbb,  1888. 


"leith  the  viewt  a/oruaid ;  "  and  that  gentle- 
men may  not  have  an  excuse  of  apprehending 
a  debate  on  Abolition,  I  pledge  myself  not  to 
say  a  word  upon  it.  I  will  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion if  they  will  strike  out  these  words. 

The  Chaib  could  not  entertain  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Wise.  Well,  then,  I  will  remark  that 
these  are  the  words  that  sold  the  South. 

The  first  branch  of  the  proposition  was 
adopted — yeas  146,  nays  52. 

[When  Uie  name  of  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia, 
was  called,  that  gentleman  rose  in  his  place  and 
said, 

Mr..  Speaker,  I  shall  vote  in  the  affirmative, 
omitting  or  expunging,  so  far  as  my  vote  goes, 
the  words  "with  the  views  aforesaid."  Con- 
gress has  no  constitutional  •power,  for  any 
"  vievn  "  or  for  any  purposes  whatever  to  in- 
terfere with  the  question.] 

Ifr.  Potts  moved  to  lay  the  second  branch 
on  the  table,  on  which  motion 

Mr.  Ckaiq  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  ordered,  were — yeas  86,  nays  129. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decid- 
ed in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Jknifeb  inquired  if  the  affirmation  of 
this  last  proposition  would  not  be  identical  with 
a  virtual  reception  of  all  petitions  on  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  by  the  House  f 

The  Ohaib  replied  that  that  was  a  anestion 
which  each  gentleman  must  interpret  for  him- 
self: 

Mr.  Pope  sud  he  wished  to  be  excused  A-om 
voting  upon  this  proposition,  (he  had  voted  for 
all  the  others,)  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  affirm  the  reception  of  abolition  peti- 
tions, and  farther,  that  it  was  inconsistent  with 
the  propositions  already  adopted.  Any  vote 
he  could  give  would  be  misoonstmed. 

The  Hoase  refused  to  excuse  Mr.  P. 

Mr.  Chambers  also  moved  to  be  excused  on 
similar  grounds  to  those  of  his  colleague ;  but 
the  House  again  refused. 

The  second  branch  of  the  last  propodtion 
was  then  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — ^Ucssrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Athetton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Bicknell,  Birdaall,  Brodbead, 
Bachanan,  Bjnam,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
Cbaney,  Chapman,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig, 
Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Debeny,  DeOraff, 
Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield, 
Fry,  Gallap,  fames  Garland,  Eice  Gaitod,  James 
Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Har- 
rison, Hawee,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  How- 
ard, Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jobez  Jackson,  Henry 
Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  William  0.  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Eeim,  Kemble, 
Kennedy,  Klingensmith,  Lemre,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Loomia,  Lyon,  James  H.  Kason,  Hartin,  Maury, 
May,  McKay,  Robert  McCIelUn,  Abraham  MoClellan, 
McCIure,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray,  KoUe,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pearce,  Petrikin,  Phelpa, 
Pickens,  Pratt,  Riley,  Bencher,  Bhett,  Rives,  John 


Robertson,  Rumsey,  Sawyer,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Snyder,  Soatbgate,  Speiicer, 
Stuart,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Thompson,  Titus,  Touoey,  Towns,  Tumey,  Wegener, 
Webster,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Wifflama, 
Jtred  W.  Williams,  C.  H.  WUliams,  and  Yell— 126. 

Nats. — Measrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
Brim,  BroDSon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Clark, 
Coffin,  Conrin,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Davee,  Davies,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Evufl,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletdier,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Giddings,  Goode,  William 
Graham,  Grant,  Gray,  GrenneU,  Haley,  Hall,  Halsted, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  WilUun  Herod,  Samuel  Ing- 
ham, Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  Mo- 
Kennan,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Parmenter,  Peck,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Edward,  Robinson,  Raa- 
sell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Sbefier,  Blade,  Stratton, 
TilUnghast,  Toland,  Albert  S.  White,  Joseph  L.  WU- 
liams, Word,  and  Yprice— V8. 

[When  Mr.  Wise's  name  was  called,  that  gen- 
tleman rose  and  said  that,  as  that  proposition 
admits  the  right  of  petition  on  this  subject,  he 
should  refuse  to  vote  upon  it] 

The  resolutions  being  all  severally  adopted, 

The  House  a^joomed. 


IS  BBNATE. 

Thubsdat  December  18. 

Mr.  Walkeb  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Wiujams,  appointed  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  a  Senator 
from  that  State,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Jambs  Tkottbb. 

Mr.  WnxiAMS  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat 

Iburth  ItutaJmtnt  of  DepoiU. 

Mr.  Wbioht,  ftom  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  which  was  referred  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
nnanoea,  reported  a  bill  fnrther  to  postpone  the 
fonith  instalment  of  the  deposits  with  the 
States,  under  the  act  of  June,  1880;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Eentacky,  said  that  he  shonld 
like  really  to  see,  if  this  instalment  was  again 
to  be  postponed,  so  contrary  to  what  they  all 
expected  ^  the  last  session,  that  it  was  not 
postponed  indefinitely.  He  had  hoped  that 
there  would,  at  least,  have  been  some  prolonga- 
tion of  the  promise  to  the  States;  that  they 
might  look  forward  to  some  time  when  they 
might  reasonably  hope  to  receive  this  money, 
whidi  diey  all  expected,  and  which  many  of 
them  had  made  arrangements  to  appropriate  to 
nseM  and  important  purposes.  He  should  like 
to  know  if  one  year's  f^irther  postponement 
would  not  be  sufficient;  and  without  saying 
whether  he  should  vote  for  the  bill  in  any 
event,  he  hoped  that  it  would  be  so  amended 
as  to  postpone  the  payment  to  some  day  cer- 
tain, say  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  instead  of 
being  postponed,  as  provided  for  by  the  bill, 
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until  the  further  pleasure  of  Congress  woa  ex- 
pressed on  the  subject. 

Mr.  0.  then  moved  to  amend  the  biU  by 
making  the  postponement  till  the  Ist  of  Janu- 
ary, 1840. 

Mr.  Oalhoitn  said  he  should  vote  for  the 
postponement  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, though  he  had  not  the  slightest  anticipa- 
tion that  there  would  be  any  surplus  in  the 
Treasury,  either  in  this  or  in  the  coming  year. 
The  question  would  then  naturally  occur,  why 
he  gave  such  a  vote.  The  answer  was,  in  the 
first  place,  that  it  could  do  no  harm,  and  in  the 
next  place  it  would  have  the  effect  to  check 
this  HoDse  in  its  expenditures.  If  the  expen- 
ditures had  not  been  so  profuse  last  year,  there 
might  then  have  been  a  payment  of  this  instal- 
ment. But  this  and  the  oUier  House  took  dif- 
ferent views  £rom  what  he  did,  and  their  ex- 
penditures were  more  proftase  than  they  ever 
had  been  since  he  was  connected  with  the 
GoverAment.  He  hod  hoped  at  the  last  session 
that  the  postponement  of  this  instalment  would 
have  had  some  effect  to  check  their  extravagant 
expenditures,  but  thongh  he  was  disappointed, 
he  would  again  vote  for  the  postponement  with 
the  same  views.  He  would,  liowever,  take  this 
occasion  to  say,  that  he  never  would  consent 
to  vote  a  dollar  for  this  instalment,  which  he 
never  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  debt,  while 
they  had  to  borrow  money.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  was  entirely  mistaken  in  regarding 
the  deposit  act  in  the  light  of  a  promise  to  the 
States.  There  was  no  pledge,  no  obligation 
whatever;  the  act  was  one  of  expediency 
merely,  and  it  had  fulfilled  its  object.  He  re- 
peated again  that  he  would  never  consent  to 
give  his  vote  to  borrow  money  to  pay  that  in- 
stalment. 

Mr.  KiLES  said  he  did  not  purpose  to  enter 
into  an  extended  discussion  of  this  subject,  but 
assertions  had  been  made,  and  principles  ad- 
vanced which  were  of  an  importance  not  to  be 
overlooked.  It  is  now,  sir,  for  the  first  time, 
proposed  to  raise  a  revenue  for  the  purpose  of 
a  distribution  among  the  States :— :to  raise 
money  from  the  people  in  their  individnd  ca- 
pacity, to  be  distributed  among  the  States  in 
their  corporate  capacity,  to  enure  to  the  bene- 
fit of  chartered  monopolies.  He  (Mr.  N.)  knew 
this  was  not  intended,  nor  thought  of.  when  the 
deposit  bill  was  passed  by  the  Senate.  The 
object  was  to  get  rid  of  an  enormous  surplus 
which  had,  accumulated,  and  was  distributed 
among  ninety  banks,  expanding  our  already 
overgrown  paper  system,  corrupting  the  legis- 
lation of  Congress,  and  embarrassing  to  public 
and  private  {^airs.  On  this  ground  he  voted 
for  that  bill,  as  did  a  majority  of  those  who 
voted  with  him.  Biit  he  contended  that  the 
object  for  which  the  bill  had  been  passed  was 
accomplished ;  the  surplus  had  been  deposited. 
He  asked  if  it  was  pretended  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  that  there  is  a  surplus  in  the 
Treasury  now,  or  would  there  be  a  surplus  at 
the  period  proposed  in  the  amendment.    Did  | 


not  the  gentleman  know  that  by  the  operation 
of  his  own  law,  (the  compromise  act,)  tno  bien- 
nial reduction  of  the  duties  on  imports  \rotiM 
occur  during  the  coming  year,  thus  Icssenug, 
by  that  amount,  the  fiscal  resources  of  m 
Government?  Under  these  circumstances, to 
hold  out  the  hope,  as  would  be  done  by  the 
proposed  amendment,  that  the  fourth  instal- 
ment would  be  paid  in  January,  1840,  when 
there  would  be  no  snrplns  in  the  Tressnnr, 
would  be  to  sanction  the  idea  tfiat  the  money 
would  be  raised  by  taxation.  This  is  the  essen- 
tial question,  and  the  only  question  before  the 
Senate.  But  it  is  said  that  the  GoTerqnieBt 
should  redeem  its  pledge ;  that  the  good  fa& 
of  the  Government  is  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposit.  Sir,  if  H 
is  a  debt  due  by  the  Grovemment  to  the  6tat««, 
it  should  be  disch&rged.  But,  instead  of  haring 
any  just  claim  for  this  money,  the  States  are 
under  obligations  to  Congress  for  not  reclfumii^ 
the  three  instalments  already  deposited.  If  it 
was  not  for  the  interposition  of  Congress,  wod 
faith  would  have  required  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  recall  the  money  deposited  with 
the  States,  for  the  necessities  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  such  were  the  spirit  and  requisitions  of 
the  act.  He,  and  the  friends  who  weje  with 
him,  had  supported  the  bill  in  good  Mh  asi 
deposit  act,  not  a  distribution  among  the  States. 
It  was  to  be  a  deposit  of  a  sniylus.  This  had 
been  accomplished,  and  the  bill  had  fidfilled  its 
functions.  If  it  was  intended  as  any  more  tbtB 
a  deposit  act — ^for  a  distribution  of  money 
among  the  States — then  was  our  legislation  > 
fraud  upon  the  country. 

Mr.  BEiraoif  remarked  that  the  natural  pro- 
gress of  this  thing  had  been  distinctly  pointed 
out  by  him  when  ne  had  the  honor,  in  connec- 
tion with  half  a  dozen  other  gentiemwi,  to 
oppose  the  deposit  act.  He  knew  that  it  was 
a  distribution  among  the  States.  He  knew 
that  it  was  the  commencement  of  a  eystan  rf 
levying  money  fi"om  the  people,  for  those  who 
would  get  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people- 
He  treated  this  act  then  as  a  distribution,  ad 
scouted  the  idea  of  its.  being  a  deposit  Be 
knew  there  was  no  surplus  in  the  Treasary, 
and  said  so,  and  that,  in  a  few  years,  we  shonM 
be  left  without  money.  He  stated  these  ft* 
on  this  floor,  in  such  strong  language,  that  i 
member  came  to  him,  and  begged  him  not  4» 
publish  his  remarks.  He  stated  then  that  4« 
effect  of  this  act  would  be,  either  to  break  the 
deposit  banks  or  to  compel  them  to  crush  their 
debtors.  Every  thing  he  then  said  had  beai 
verified  to  the  letter.  We  have  seen,  said  Mr. 
B.,  a  committee  of  the  directors  of  the  banb 
of  New  York,  men  of  the  highest  intellig«M«> 
and  well  versed  in  financial  affairs,  P'*^?'* 
the  head  of  the  reasons  which  compelled  then" 
to  suspend  specie  payments,  the  effect  of  tws 
distribution  act  He  (Mr.  B.)  knew  then  » 
well  as  now,  that  one  of  the  effects  of  this  «rt 
would  be  either  to  compel  these  deposit  tanb 
to   choose   between  stopping   themsdres,  or 
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ornshiog  those  indebted  to  them.  He  knew 
then  that  in  the  short  space  of  two  years  we 
shoald  be  without  money,  and  it  was  now  seen 
that  he  was  right ;  for  instead  of  calling  back 
from  the  States  any  of  the  money  alreauy  dis- 
tributed to  them,  as  provided  for  in  the  many 
caatioos  words  mserted  in  the  act  to  make  it 
appear  like  a  deposit,  the  Government  was 
driven  to  the  expedient  of  raising  money  by  a 
forced  loan,  for  Treasury  notes  were  nothing 
but  a  forced  loan  from  those  to  whom  they 
were  paid.  Instead  of  calling  on  the  States 
for  a  return  of  a  part  of  this  money  deposited 
with  them,  this  body  was  now  reproached  with 
a  breach  of  futh  to  the  States  for  not  going  on 
to  deposit  the  remainder,  which  was  also  claim- 
ed as  a  debt.  That  which  in  the  first  instance 
was  declared  to  be  a  deposit  only,  and  treated 
on  that  floor  as  a  deposit,  was  now  in  the  same 
place  declared  to  be  a  debt,  and  the  Federal 
Government  was  taunted  with  a  breach  of 
fidth  for  not  paying  it.  Kow,  what  was  die 
effect  of  the  motion  nnder  consideration  ?  It 
was  a  dirdct  proposition,  to  be  carried  on  here- 
after, of  raismg  money  by  indirection  fot  the 
purpose  of  distribution.  It  was  a  case  in  which 
the  powerftil  and  strong  would  be  arrayed 
against  the  weak.  It  was  a  direct  proportion 
to  commit  this  Government  to  the  system  of 
depositing  money  with  the  States.  The  effect 
would  be,  that  t&  that  party  who  are  in  &vor 
of  raising  money  of  the  whole  to  divide  among 
the  few,  would  throw  every  vote  to  diminish 
just  and  necessary  appropriations,  and  to  keep 
np  the  taxes.  The  price  of  the  public  lands 
wonld  be  kept  up ;  and  by  the  time  the  tariff 
act  shall  have  worked  out  its  object  in  January, 
1840,  there  would  be  enough  interested  to  band 
together  for  the  purpose  of  raising  ftx)m  the 
Asiatic  section  of  the  Union,  the  cotton  grow- 
ing States,  a  sufficient  sum  for  distribntion. 
Your  cotton  crop,  sdd  Mr.  B.,  amounting  to 
some  hnndred  millions,  will  hold  out  strong 
temptations  to  the  friends  of  this  system  of  dis- 
tribution. Mr.  B.  said  he  had  voted  here  for 
the  last  ten  years  against  this  system  of  collect- 
ing money  for  distribntion.  He  opposed  it 
when  it  was  proposed  by  a  Senator  from  New 
Jersey,  (Mr.  Diokebson,)  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  up  the  tariff.  He  opposed  it  witb  the 
same  zeal  when  a  subsequent  proposition  was 
made  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  again  when  it  returned  in  the 
insidious  shape  of  a  deposit  act.  In  all  this  he 
found  himself  sustainea  by  the  yonng  State  of 
Missouri ;  for,  yonng  as  she  was,  and  destitute 
of  resources,  she  despised  the  whole  policy  of 
distribntion.  Both  branches  of  her  Legislature 
adopted  a  resolution  condemning  the  whole 
thing,  and  instructing  her  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives to  oppose  it  forever.  In  obedience 
then  to  her  instructions,  as  well  as  in  accord- 
ance with  the  dictates  of  his  ovm  judgment,  ho 
solemnly  protested  against  the  odious  principle. 
It  was  two  hnndred  years  since  the  Lord  Ohan- 
oellor  Burleigh  put  into  the  month  of  Queen 


Elizabeth  the  noble  sentiment,  that  the  beet 
treasury  of  a  Government  was  the  pockets  of 
the  people.  This  sentiment  was,  even  at  that 
time,  received  with  rapture  by  a  British  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  it  was  still  older  than  the  time  of 
Chancellor  Burleigh,  for  it  was  that  priuoe  of 
orators  and  statesmen  in  the  Republic  of 
Athens,  (Demosthenes,)  when  a  vile  scheme 
was  proposed  to  raise  money  for  a  similar  ob- 
ject, who  indignantly  trampled  the  whole  un- 
der foot,  and  then  uttered  the  memorable  senti- 
ment that  has  since  been  so  often  quoted.  The 
author  said,  "No!  Leave  this  money  in  the 
pockets  of  the  pepple.  When  the  oonntry 
needs  it  for  her  defence,  call  for  it,  and  the 
people  will  cheerfUly  give  it."  These,  said 
Mr.  B.,  are  my  sentiments.  A  proposition  was 
made,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  commit  the 
Senate  to  this  system  of  distribntion ;  and  it 
has  been  said  on  that  floor  that  no  harm  could 
ensae  from  it.  It  was  like  the  old  woman's 
medicine  of  milk  and  water :  if  it  did  no  good, 
it  conld  do  no  harm.  Such  language  did  not 
belong  to  statesmen,  nor  to  the  elevated  thea- 
tre of  an  American  Senate.  The  whole  propo- 
sition was  wrong,  to  hold  out  to  the  American 
people  a  scheme  for  future  distribution,  which, 
It  was  evident,  could  not  be  carried  into  effect, 
without  resorting  to  taxation.  What  prospect 
was  there,  he  would  ask,  of  its  being  realized  I 
Look  at  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  it  would  be  found  that  so  far 
fh)m  there  being  any  surplus  to  divide,  the 
reverse  was  the  case ;  that  there  was  a  falling 
off  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  land  soles, 
and  a  falling  off  of  that  derived  from  the  tariff; 
and  the  prospect  was  that  by  the  year  1840, 
there  wonld  oe  a  still  greater  diminution.  At 
this  very  time  we  were  hardly  able  to  meet  the 
ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Government 
though  we  had  been  forced  to  the  raising  of 
money  by  extraordinary  means,  such  as  selling 
bonds,  and  issuing  Treasury  notes  which  were 
nothing  more  than  forced  loans,  yet  we  had 
been  called  on  for  this  fourth  instahnent,  and 
charged  with  breach  of  faith  for  not  making  it 
Are  we,  said  Mr.  B.,  under  such  circumstances, 
(to  say  nothing  of  the  principle  of  raising 
money  for  distribution,)  are  we  to  excite  ex- 
pectations in  the  States,  that  this  Government 
IS  to  raise  eight  or  nine  millions  by  taxation,  to 
be  divided  among  them!  The  effect  of  the 
vote  taken  on  this  proposition,  if  unhappily  it 
shonld  be  carried,  would  be  to  make  such  States 
as  were  willing  to  accept  this  money,  to  look 
upon  it  as  a  pledge  that  this  nine  millions  was 
turned  over  to  them ;  and  being  so,  it  would 
become  the  bonnden  duty  of  this  Government 
to  provide  the  surplus,  by  arresting  necessary 
appropriations,  by  raising  new  taxes,  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  by  a  resort  to  the 
old  tariff;  and  when  this  much  was  done,  then 
all  was  done  that  was  wanted.  The  example 
would  be  set  which  would  be  followed  up,  of 
raising  money  from  the  weaker  portions  of  the 
Union  to  divide  among  the  strcniger  and  more 
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popoloos  parts  of  it.  Oar  revenues  were  de- 
rived principally  from  the  weaker  parts  of  the 
Union — from  cotton,  which,  being  carried  to 
Europe,  the  proceeds  are  brought  back  in  mer- 
ohandise  which  pays  duties.  The  agricnltnre 
of  the  West  also  contributes  its  share  in  the 
same  way.  Then,  said  Mr.  B.,  adopt  this  prop- 
ositionr— only  establish  the  principle — and  the 
Soath  and  West  mnst  prepare  uiemselTes  in 
fiitnre  for  a  heavy  course  of  taxation,  until  the 
falsity  and  enormity  of  the  system  shall  eventu- 
ally prostrate  it.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  opposed 
to  a  postponement  to  the  next  year,  or  to  the 
year  after  that.  He  was  for  a  postponement  not 
only  indefinitely,  but  in  the  strongest  and 
oleareet  language  that  could  be  used.  He  was 
for  an  eteroal,  perpetual,  and  everlasting  post- 
ponement 

Mr.  PsssTosr  concurred  with  the  Senear 
from  Missonri,  in  the  impropriety  of  holdins 
out  the  idea  tnat  this  instalment  would  be  paid 
in  1840.  He  did  not  think  it  proper  that  the 
Senate  should  take  such  a  course  as  would  hold 
ont  a  fallacious  hope,  to  deceive  the  States  and 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  In  accord- 
ance with  these  sentiments,  he  thought  the 
E roper  eourse  would  be  to  repeal  at  once  the 
rst  section  of  the  deposit  act,  and  if  any  Sen- 
ator would  make  such  a  motion  he  would  sup- 
port it.  He  concurred  in  the  sentiment,  that 
the  raimng  of  money  for  distribution  was  xm- 
oonstitntional,  and  admitted  that  he  was  mis- 
taken in  the  operations  of  the  deposit  act. 
There  was  a  necessity  for  the  passage  of  the 
law,  from  the  frightful  surplus  we  had  accumu- 
lated. But,  sir,  onr  part  of  the  law  has  been 
completed;  the  surplas  has  been  distributed, 
and  the  Treasury  is  compelled  to  an  unconsti- 
tutional issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  sustain  itself. 
We  have  appealed  to  the  vigilance  of  the  States, 
and  how  have  they  responded?  Instead  of 
vigilance  and  economy,  tne  States  have  gone 
on  in  schemes  of  unparalleled  extravagance. 
Why  appeal  longer  to  the  vigilance  of  the  States 
to  control  us  in  onr  expenditures  ?  He  thought 
a  he  had  known  that,  instead  of  reclaiming  the 
money  deposited  with  tho  States,  when  the 
Treasury  was  exhausted,  the  Secretary  would 
have  borrowed  money  by  a  forced  loan,  he 
would  have  opposed,  with  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  the  passage  of  this  law.  He  thought 
that  it  had  been  mischievous  in  its  operations 
in  some  respects,  and  accelerated  the  fiscal 
oalamities  under  which  we  have  so  lately  suf- 
fered. But  it  was  not  the  sole  cause.  There 
was  an  antagonist  system  for  getting  rid  of  the 
surplus  by  enormous  appropriations  for  extrav- 
agant and  useless  objects ;  and  though  onr 
system  prevailed,  we  increased  our  expendi- 
tures, even  after  our  surplus  was  deposited 
with  the  States.  We  had  bounded  rapidly 
from  a  surplus  of  sixty  millions  and  an  appro- 
priation of  forty  millions,  to  an  insolvent 
Xreasnry.  But  die  deposit  act  had  failed  in 
the  great  object  proposed  by  its  enactment, 
and,  having  failed,  is  it  oorreot  to  continae  it  | 


upon  the  statute  book !  Is  there  any  proba- 
bility of  any  portion  of  the  money  being  here- 
after reclaimed  from  the  States:  why  thea 
continue  it  ?  He  had  acted  in  good  faith  when 
voting  for  that  biU :  he  had  voted  for  it  as  a 
deposit  act ;  a  deposit  which  would  be  called 
for,  and  ought  to  be  called  for  when  needed  for 
the  exigoicies  of  the  Government.  H«  was  de- 
ceived. He  concurred  with  the  Senator  fram 
Missonri,  tliat  the  act  had  a  scjuinting  towards 
raising  a  revenue  for  distribution,  uid  oa  that 
ground  was  for  obliterating  it. 

Mr.  Tallmadob  said  he  should  vote  for  tbe 
amendment,  as  he  was  about  to  rise  to  ofifor  a 
similar  one,  when  he  was  anticipated  by  hk 
friend  from  Kentucky.  His  object  having  thai 
been  accomplished,  he  designed  to  sit  stw  and 
give  a  silent  vote  on  the  question ;  but  some 
gentlemen  had  seen  fit  to  go  into  the  mmta  of 
tiie  deposit  act,  which  they  pleased  to  term  a 
distribution  bilL  He  had  said  on  a  former 
occasion,  that  whenever  ^ntlemen  thou^ 
proper  to  discoss  the  merits  of  that  bill,  be 
would  not  sit  still  a  silent  listener.  He  tock 
an  active  part  in  the  passage  of  that  act,  be- 
lieving that  he  was  right  then,  and  he  believed 
so  now.  Grentlemen  talked  of  a  deoeptioB 
when  that  bill  was  passed.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,) 
there  was  no  deception  and  no  misoono^taon. 
The  matter  was  perfectly  understood,  and  ttaa 
body  put  the  bill  in  a  shape  to  obviate  all  difii- 
culties.  The  bill  as  it  was  originally  intn>daoed 
was  not  a  distribution  act,  but  one  for  a  men 
deposit  with  the  States.  But  gentlemen  say 
that  the  effect  of  it  was  a  distributicMi.  Why, 
General  Jackson  himself  recommended  aa  ab- 
solute distribution  three  times  over!  Twice 
in  his  annual  Messages,  and  again  in  his  veto 
Message  on  the  land  bill ;  and  when  be  heard 
that  objections  had  been  raised  in  Congress  ■• 
to  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  measure,  he 
recommended  that  the  constitution  should  be 
so  amended  as  to  remove  any  doubts  on  the 
subject.  At  that  time  no  objections  were  beaid 
from  his  friends ;  no,  sir,  it  was  their  pv^ 
doctrine ;  but  when  the  time  arrived  that  w« 
bad  asniplqs  revenne  far  beyond  what  had 
been  anticipated,  and  the  proposition  waa 
made,  not  for  an  absolute  distributicm,  bat  for 
a  deposit  with  the  States,  the  whole  matter 
was  changed — the  President  changed  his  opin- 
ions, and  his  friends  changed  theirs.  That  biU, 
however,  passed  the  Senate,  with  only  sue  di»- 
senting  voices.  How  was  it,  Mr.  T.  asked,  that 
it  had  been  received  with  so  mndi  dissatis&o- 
tion  in  different  parts  of  the  country  {  It  waa 
because  it  had  offended  a  party.  The  offieiil 
organ  here  denounced  it,  and  denounoed  ererj 
man  who  voted  for  it — though  every  member 
of  that  body  but  six  voted  for  it,  and  it  was  tbe 
very  measure  previously  recommended  by  the 
Prraident.  Now,  how  did  that  bill  pass! 
When  gentlemen  talked  about  giving  money  to 
the  States,  let  us  look  and  see  how  it  was. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  we  adopted  an  amendmc; :,  by 
which  Uiis  money  was  kept  within  tho  control 
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otOoBgrem.  It  was  provided  that  it  shonld 
be  distribnted  amoDg.the  States  in  the  ratio  of 
their  representation,  who  should  give  their  eer- 
tifieatee  for  the  amonnts  received  b^  them,  and 
tiiat  whenever  it  should  be  wanted  for  the 
piorposes  of  the  Qovemment,  the  Secretar7  of 
the  Treasary  should  sell  the  certificates  in  the 
market,  which  shonld,  from  the  time  of  sale, 
bear  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.  That  amend- 
ment placed  the  money  entirely  nnder  the  oon- 
trol  of  the  Oovemment ;  it  was  placed  in  the 
luoids  of  the  States,  who  could  use  it  for  valn- 
aUe  objects,  without  interest,  until  the  Oovem- 
ment wanted  it  The  State  of  New  York,  for 
instance,  invested  her  quota  in  her  school 
And,  which  was  laying  a  firmer  foundation  for 
i»^»j«n«l  defmca  than  if  it  had  been  expended 
in  brick  and  mortar  in  a  new  system  of  fortifi- 
cations, as  the  gentleman  from  liissouri  wanted 
to  expend  it ;  and  if  this  system  of  fortifications 
Iiad  been  carried  out,  it  must  in  the  end  have 
bankrapted  the  Treasury,  fttr  tiiese  fortifications 
would  either  have  gone  into  dil^idation,  or 
they  most  have  appropriated  millions  annually 
to  keep  them  np.  Had  the  deposit  act  passed 
both  Rouses  as  it  passed  here,  there  never 
would  have  been  a  necessity  to  call  on  the 
States  for  this  money,  or  to  issue  Treaanry 
notes.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would 
have  had  the  power  to  sell  these  certificates  in 
the  market,  which  would  have  been  a  good 
financial' operation,  and  the  money  oonld  have 
been  obtained  for  the  wants  of  the  Government 
without  putting  the  States  to  the  slightest  in- 
eonvenience.  The  bill,  however,  was  amended 
in  the  other  House  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
President,  and  by  that  amendment  this  invalu- 
able feature  was  stricken  out,  and  in  lieu  of  it, 
it  was  provided  that  the  Secretary  might  draw 
on  the  States  for  small  instalments,  by  giving  a 
-short  previous  notice.  Why,  then,  did  not  the 
Secretary  draw  for  this  money  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act  ?  Perhaps  he 
thought  the  notice  was  too  long,  and  the  instal- 
ments too  small,  and  perhaps  he  did  not  care 
to  incur  the  responsibility  of  this  mode  of 
proceeding.  With  this  view  of  the  case,  was 
ft  right  for  gentlemen  to  complain  of  this  act 
as  a  distribution?  Why,  there  was  no  such 
principle  advocated   or    adopted  here.      The 

Srinciple  contended  for  was  a  deposit  with  the 
tates,  where  the  Government  could  command 
it  when  wanted.  Had  the  measure  been  car- 
ried out  as  advocated  and  adopted  in  the  Sen- 
ate, we  should  have  had  no  difficulties,  and  the 
Btates  would  not  have  been  embarrassed  by  a 
esll  for  money  which  they  had  laid  out  in  use- 
ftil  objects.  Gentlemen  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  about  to  be  committed  to  the  system 
of  distribution  by  the  adoption  of  this  motion, 
litis  was  not  so.  T\»,  Grovemment  would  be 
no  more  committed  tnan  it  was  on  a  former 
ocoaaon,  when  the  same  postponement  of  the 
fourth  instalment  was  made  in  the  terms  now 
proposed.  There  would  be  no  committal  at  all ; 
and  he  was  for  having  the  postponement  placed 


in  the  idtoation  which  this  amendment  oontem- 
]dated,  so  that  it  should  require  the  action  of 
OoDgrees  to  poatp<me  it  again;  and,  if  there 
should  be  a  surplus,  it  would  not  be  in  the 
powo-  of  <Hie  House,  or  of  the  veto  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive toprevent  its  being  paid  over  to  the 
States.  When  gentlemen  talked  of  committing 
the  Government,  they  wwe  committed  already. 
They  say  (continued  Mr.  T.)  that  we  are  to 
have  no  more  surpluses.  That  might  be  so ;  bat 
in  some  of  the  elections  la^ly  held  in  his  State, 
he  heard  it  argued  that  in  case  we  had  another 
snrploB  we  ought  to  have  a  sab-Treasary,  in 
order  that  the  banks  might  not  get  it  to  expand 
their  iaaneson.  He,  for  one,  would  not  consent 
to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  pay 
this  fourth  instalment,  if  both  Houses  thought 
it  right  to  do  so ;  nor  would  he  agree  to  put  it 
in  the  power  of  the  Executive  veto  to  prevent 
the  States  fit>m  receiving  this  money. 

Mr.  RivBS  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
He  said  that  an  attempt  had  haea  made  to  show 
that  the  proposition  before  the  Senate  was  very 
different  from  the  deposit  act;  he  could  not  see 
the  difference.  He  was  not  surprised  at  the 
course  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bkn- 
TON,)  and  the  Senator  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
WusBT,)  had  taken  on  this  question ;  they  had 
opposed  it  from  the  first,  and  were  condstent 
on  this  point.  But  for  his  own  part,  whatever 
might  be  the  course  of  others  who  had  su]^rt- 
ed  the  bill,  he  would  never  do  any  thing  that 
would  look  like  a  condemnation — an  sv  pott 
facto  condemnation— of  that  act  of  high  legis- 
lation. H^  thought  that  there  never  h^  an  act 
of  more  benefiraal  influence  emanated  from 
Oongreaeional  legislation.  He  was  not  prepar- 
ed to  say  that  the  fourth  instalment  would  not 
be  pud.  He  thought  there  was  a  greater  prob- 
ability of  its  being  ptud  than  at  the  last  session, 
when  a  measure  similar  to  the  one  propoeed 
was  adopted  by  Congress.  In  voting  for  it,  ha 
did  not  consider  that  we  were  pledged  to  pay 
the  instalment  at  the  time  specified  in  the 
amendment:  his  idea  was  that  it  should  be 
paid  whenever  the  Government  was  in  Amda. 
He  thought  that  so  long  as  this  idea  of  a  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  deposit — for  it 
was  strictly  a  deposit — was  held  up,  the  Ez- 
eotttive  would  not  require  extravagant  apnjp- 
priations,  because  they  will  not  furnish  mums 
to  enlarge  Executive  power,  or  promote  Exf 
eontive  views.  He  sua  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  his  late  report  on  the  finaoeea, 
had  been  reading  a  lecture  to  Oongreas  on 
bringing  the  revenue  down  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government ;  but  the  responsibility  of  extrav- 
agant expenditures  mnst  be  shared  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive with  (Congress.  He  deemed  it  a  con- 
sideration of  puWo  morality  to  postpone  the 
payment  of  the  d^>osit  rather  than  obliterate 
the  law  from  the  statute  book. 

Mr.  Bbowji  did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  qnea- 
tion,  already,  so  amply  debated,  whether  the 
payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States, 
under  the  depotit  act  of  1836,  should  be  poet- 
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poned,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  reported  by  the 
oh^rman  of  the  Oommittee  on  Finance,  or 
whether  the  amendment  offered  to  it  should  be 
adopted.  One  or  two  other  questions  of  great 
importanoe,  connected  with  our  financial  affairs, 
had  been  touched  on,  and  it  was  his  purpose  to 
uy  a  few  words  in  reference  to  them. 

He  would  take  leave  to  correct  a  very  gross 
error  which  had  been  fallen  into  by  two  or 
three  gentlemen  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  in 
which  the  advocacy  pf  the  principle  of  distri- 
bution among  the  several  States  had  been  at- 
tributed to  President  Jackson  in  some  of  his 
early  messages  to  Congress.  So  far  from  hav- 
ing sanctioned  it,  he  had  expressly,  questioned 
the  constitotional  power  of  the  Grovemment  to 
ruse  money  for  any  such  object  He  recom- 
mended it  imder  two  contingencies:  first,  if 
there  should  happen  to  be  an  unavoidable  ao- 
oomulation  of  surplus  money  in  the  Treasury, 
as  one  of  the  means  of  getting  rid  of  it ;  second- 
ly, if  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  should 
be  first  procured  authorizing  it.  Nor  was  it 
recommended,  subject  even  to  these  two  con- 
tingencies alone,  without,  at  that  time,  there 
should  be  a  &ilnre  on  the  part  of  Congress  to 
bring  down  the  revenue  to  a  proper  standard 
of  expenditure,  which  was  strongly  ei^joined  by 
him  in  several  of  his  annual  messages,  and,  as 
he  should  presently  show,  made  one  of  the 
leading  measures  of  his  administration. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  had, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  paid  a  tribute  to 
the  economy  alleged  to  have  been  practised  in 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  which 
he  endeavored  to  contrast  to  the  disadvantage 
of  his  successors.  It  would  be  recollected  that 
the  tariff  act  of  1826,  one  of  the  most  outra- 
geous acts  of  oppression  ever  practised  on  a  free 
people,  and  which  extorted  from  the  pockets 
of  the  people  the  means  of  extravagance,  and 
consequently  created  an  uncontrollable  neeemty 
to  ^et  rid  of  them  in  some  way,  was  one  of  the 
fruits  of  that  most  just  and  economical  Admin- 
istration. It  \frill  be  recollected,  also,  that  the 
magnificent  and  unconstitutional  schemes  for 
using  these  means,  ay,  and  which,  to  have 
effected  them,  would  have  required  millions 
more  of  taxes,  were,  for  the  first  time  in  this 
cojHitry,  hatched  under  that  Administration. 
Toe  basis  of  a  mighty  system  of  internal  im- 
provement was  laid  by  it,  by  innumerable  sur- 
veys for  railroads  and  canals,  and  the  com- 
mencement of  innumerable  plans.  Who.  there- 
fore, in  all  truth  and  justice,  is  responsible  for 
the  extravagant  direction,  thus  forced  on  this 
Government  ?  trndoubtedly  the  Etdministration 
of  Mr.  Adams,  by  whose  act,  and  by  whose 
sanction,  this  enonnons  amount  of  money  was 
raised,  which  the  Government  was  compelled 
to  get  rid  of  in  some  way.  Is  it  now  to  be  said 
that  the  political  party  who  mainly  contributed 
to  that  disastrous  state  of  things,  and  whose 
efforts  to  run  the  Government  expenditures  up 
to  their  highest  point,  and  whose  progress  tow- 


ards that  favorite  result  id  their  policy,  wis 
powerfully  restrtuned  by  the  constita1i<mal  neg- 
ative of  the  late  President,  are  the  economical 
party?  This  cannot  be  done  until  the  voice  of 
truth  is  silenced,  and  the  public  documents  for- 
gotten. At  the  session  of  Congress  in  1831, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  re- 
port on  the  finances,  carrying  out  the  principle 
assumed  by  President  Jackson,  that  the  revenue 
of  the  Government  should  be  brought  down  to 
a  proper  standard  of  expenditure,  ^er  present- 
ing a  variety  of  views  in  support  of  that  prq>- 
osition,  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  "  an  an- 
nual revenue  of  fifteen  millions  will  be  fiilly 
adequate." 

_  By  this  measure,  proposed  as  an  administra- 
tion measure,  and  vieteed  as  an  administration 
measure  at  the  time,  and  for  which  it  was  se- 
verely denounced  by  many  of  the  modem  econ- 
omists, the  administration  of  President  Jaakum 
attempted  an  annual  reduction  of  about  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  as  the  revenue  then  accruing 
under  the  measure  sanctioned  by  Mr.  Adams^ 
amounted  to  at  least  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
annually,  and  often  afterwards  exceeded  that 
amount.  Where  theii  were  the  lecturers  cm 
economy  ?  Opposed  to  the  redaction,  aoA  in 
favor  of  keepmg  up  the  enormous  income  of 
the  Government  1  At  the  head  of  that  porfy 
stood  the  Senator  from  Kentu(^y,  combating 
for  his  favorite  system.  If  it  could  then  have 
been  reduced,  if  the  policy  of  the  Administra- 
tion had  then  prevailed,  the  country  would  not 
only  have  been  relieved  from  an  oppressive 
burden,  but  the  mean*  for  extravagance  would' 
have  been  withheld,  and  the  Government  ex- 
penditures, as  a  matter  of  course,  kept  in  thdr 
true  limits.  It  is  not,  therefore,  for  thote  to 
compldn  who  are  the  true  authors  of  the  evils, 
which  were  inevitable  from  their  own  course 
of  action. 

The  Senator  from  South  CaroUna  (Mr.  Pkeb- 
ton)  has  also,  said  Mr.  B.,  favored  us  with  a 
lecture  on  economy.  Mr.  B.  expressed  his 
solemn  conviction,  that  if  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  Journals  of  the  two  branches  of  Congress 
were  examined  for  the  last  nine  years,  the  po- 
litical party  with  whom  that  gentieman  is  now 
as80ci{U»d,  as  a  body,  would  be  found  to  be  the 
perpetrators  of  the  offence  which  he  now  de- 
nounces. He  would  cite  a  very  few  examples 
as  illustrative  of  the  truth  of  what  he  said. 
On  the  question  of  passing  the  bill  giving  five 
millions  of  dollars  for  indemnifying  certain 
merchants  for  spoliations  committea  by  the 
French  prior  to  1801,  and  which,  in  his  opinion, 
was  without  the  shadow  of  claim  on  the  justice 
of  Congress,  the  vote  by  which  it  pasmd  the 
Senate  was  almost  entirely  given  by  the  polit- 
ical party  opposed  to  the  Administration,  while 
only  two  or  three  Senat^  friendly  to  the  Ad- 
ministration voted  for  k..-  The  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives  fortunately  arrested  it.  At  the 
last  session,  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress, 
aa  additional  sum  of  two  millions,  beyond  that 
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gren  in  the  treaty,  was  proposed  to  be  roted  to 
16  Cherokee  Indiana,  by  a  gentleman  in  Op- 
poMtion. 

Nor  was  the  Senator  firom  Sonth  Carolina, 
now  so  strongly  smitten  with  a  passionate  lore 
of  economy,  altogether  ft«e  from  the  sin  which 
he  rebakes.  Some  two  sessions  since,  if  he  did 
not  err  in  his  recollection,  that  centleman  pro- 
posed an  appropriation  of  forty  ^oosand  dollars 
for  pnrchasing  a  collection  of  old  ptuntings. 
supposed  by  letter  connoissenrs  than  himseli 
to  have  come  to  this  country  from  Europe,  on 
a  voyage  of  discovery  for  a  better  market 
where  they,  in  all  probability,  were  a  kind  of 
refiue  among  those  skilled  in  the  fine  arts. 
The  same  gentleman,  he  believed,  also  moved 
an  appropnalioaof  a  large  sum  to  purchase  the 
library  of  the  Italian  Count  Bonrtillini ;  and, 
indeed,  from  a  knowledge  of  that  gentleman's 
votes  in  regard  to  such  objects,  and  in  regard 
to  the  numerous  claims  presented  at  every  ses- 
sion to  draw  moMy  from  the  Treasury,  he 
tbouj^t  it  would  be  difiScult  to  make  an  appeal 
to  his  feelings  which  would  not  meet  with  suc- 
eeas  from  the  magnificence  and  profusion  of  his 
generosity.  What  he  complained  of  was,  that 
uiose  who  had  been  the  greatest  offenders 
themselves,  were  now  not  very  candidly  «ndeav- 
oring  to  impute  the  offence  to  others.  He 
tenia  not,  so  far  as  these  repeated  imputations 
of  extravagance  tended  to  identify  him  with 
tiiem,  hear  them  with  patience  or  composure. 
He  had,  for  the  last  nine  years,  steadily  voted 
against  ^>propriations  for  objects  of  internal 
improvement.  He  had  almost  in  every  in- 
atanoe.  if  not  in  every  one,  voted  .against  har- 
bor bills,  which  have  been  one  of  the  largest 
items  of  expense,  because  they  had  almost  in- 
variably contained  some  appropriations  that 
he  believed  nnoonstitntional.  He  had  voted 
against  the  act  in  1882,  by  which  the  militia  of 
the  Revolution  were  pensioned,  which  had  run 
the  item  of  pensions  up  to  a  sum  of  more  than 
four  millions  annnaUy,  and  which  was  at  that 
time,  viewed  by  him  as  one  of  the  means  by 
which  the  tariff  party  sought  to  keep  up  a  high 
tarifEj  by  increasing  expenditure.  Yet  many 
of  the  individuals  wno  voted  for  that  most  ex- 
travagant measure,  now  talk  about  an  increase 
of  the  public  expenditures,  as  if  they  themtehe* 
had  not  been  the  chief  agents  of  doing  it !  He 
had  not  only  voted  against  extravagant  expen- 
ditures, but  he  had  made  it  a  cardinal  rule  of 
his  actien  to  vote  against  creating  any  addition 
to  the  nnml>er  of  officers  under  the  Federal 
Government,  unless  indispensable  to  the  execu- 
tion of  some  new  law,  required,  as  he  thought, 
by  the  good  of  the  country. 

He  was  gratified  to  hear  gentlemen  speak  of 
economy  who  had  practised  so  little  of  it.  It 
had  uniformly  been  his  doctrine  in  every  situ- 
ation of  bis  public  life.  He  hoped  that  they 
would,  in  good  faith,  unite  in  carrying  it  out 
into  practice,  and  not  "  keep  the  promise  to 
the  ear,  and  break  it  to  the  hope." 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  his  remarks 


of  to-day,  repudiates  the  doctrine  attributed  to 
him  by  gentlemen  in  debate,  of  wishing  to  r^se 
money  tor  purposes  other  than  the  wants  of 
the  Government,  but  at  the  same  time  again 
enforces  upon  our  attention  the  merits  of  his 
bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  arising 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
several  States.  What  is  this  but  substantially 
a  proposition  to  increase  the  tariff?  It  is  now 
very  clear,  under  the  operation  of  the  gradual 
decrease  of  the  duties,  that  the  money  accrufng 
from  all  sources,  the  public  lands  included,  wiU 
not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  a  reason- 
able system  of  public  expenditure,  under  the 
General  Government.  It  therefore  follows,  as 
a  most  undeniable  and  condorive  consequence, 
if  the  money  arising  fh>m  the  public  lands  is 
taken  from  the  public  Treasury  and  given  to 
the  States,  that  just  so  much  more  must  be 
raised  from  the  people  of  the  States  to  supply 
the  deficiency,  which  can  tie  done  only  in  one 
of  two  Ways,  either  by  a  system  of  direct  taxa- 
tion, or  an  increase  of  the  tariff.  The  bill  of 
the  Senator,  therefore,  is  emphatically  a  tariff 
measure  in  its  end  and  effect.  It  should  be  en- 
titled "  a  bill  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
States,  to  ndse  the  duties  on  imports,  and  for 
other  purposes."  Ac.  The  South  never  oan 
consent  to  revive  a  system,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  which  had  annihilated  her  prosper- 
ity for  years,  and  converted  her  planters  into 
mere  stewards  of  their  own  estates  for  the  ben- 
efit of  others — a  system,  the  ruin  of  which,  to 
her  best  interests,  is  most  palpably  demonstrat- 
ed, from  the  fact  that,  in  proportion  as  it  ^oes 
down,  her  prosperity  is  rapidly  recovering. 
He  repeated,  that  the  South  never  could  con- 
sent to  see  it  revived,  wpeidy  or  otherwise,  un- 
less she  was  prepared  for  self-destruction  and 
self-immolation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prbston  the  subject  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 


HOTJSB  OF  ESPRE8K]#TA'nVE8. 

Thursday,  December  18. 
Futility  of  Conititutional  Betolutiotu. 
Mr.  Adams  asked  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing: 

Rtmlved,  Tliat  the  powers  of  Congress,  being  con- 
ferred by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  no 
resolution  of  this  House  can  add  to  or  deduct  from 
them. 

Abolition  ofSlaeert/, 

Mr.  Wisx  then  asked  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  as  propositions  containing 
his  sentiments,  and  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
real  sentiments  of  the  whole  South : 

1.  Retalttd,  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  abol- 
iih  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  Cnited  States ;  vhether  meh  potoer  in 
the  taid  Dittriet  or  Tirritorie»  be  extreisea  "ai  a 
meant,  or  toith  the  view,  ofdietttrbing  and  overtArow- 
ing  thamy  in  the  Stat**"  or  not. 
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3.  lUtohtd,  That  CongreM  haa  do  power  to 
•Ixdisli  the  sUve-trade,  or  prohibit  the  removal  of 
dave*  between  the  8tat«e,  or  between  the  Statei 
•nd  the  District  of  Columliia  or  Territoriei  of  the 
United  Sutes. 

8.  Sxtolvtd,  That  Coogrew  cannot  receive  or 
oonsider  petitions  for  the  exercise  of  any  powers 
vb^eTer  over  the  subject  of  slavery,  which  Con- 
gress does  not  possess. 

4.  Sttolvtd,  That  the  Uws  of  Congress  alone  gov- 
ern in  prescribing  and  regulating  the  mode  and 
manner  in  which  nigitive  slaves  shall  be  apprehend- 
ed, and  their  rights  to  freedom  held  in  the  aon- 
daveholding  States,  Kstriot  of  C<4and>ia  and  T«rri- 
toiies,  and  the  mode  and  maimer  in  whidi  they 
•hall  be  restored  or  delivered  to  th^  owners  in  the 
daveSutes. 

6.  JiMolttd,  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  im- 

C)  npon  any  State  the  abolition  of  8laven[  in  its 
ts,  as  a  condition  of  admission  into  this  Union. 
A.  Jiaolved,  That  the  citizens  of  the  slaveholding 
States  of  this  Union  have  the  constitational  right 
vtlwUarilg  to  talce  their  slaves  to  or  through  a  non- 
daveholding  State,  and  to  sojourn  or  remain  tem- 
poruily  with  such  slaves  in  the  same,  and  the  slaves 
•re  not  thereby  ip»o  faeto  emandpated ;  and  the 
Cteneral  Qovemment  is  eonstitationally  boond  to 

C-oteet  the  rights  of  slaveholding  States ;  and  that 
ws  of  non-elavebolding  States  in  conflict  with  tlM 
laws  of  Congress  providing  for  such  protection,  are 
mil  and  void. 

Mr.  Calhooit,  of  Kentnckr,  asked  the  gentle- 
man to  accept  some  he  held  in  his  hand  as  a 
modification  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Wisx  hoped  his  fHend  woxAdl  not  embar- 
rass him.  He  had  consulted  one  of  his  ool- 
leagnes;  and,  in  asking  leave  to  introduce  these 
propositions,  he  would  not  only  pledge  himself 
not  to  delMkte  them,  bat  he  womd  move,  what 
he  deprecated,  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Rives  inquired  if  they  did  not  fall  with- 
in the  scope  of  the  last  resolution  adopted  yes- 
terday ?  (ordering  all  p^>ers  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  to  be  laid  on  the  table.) 

The  Ohaib  replied  that  the  resolutions  were 
not  yet  before  the  House,  the  motion  being  for 
leave  to  introdno*  them. 

Several  members  said,  "  object  to  them." 

Mr.  Rites  did  so,  and  Mr.  Wise  moved  a 
anspenrion  of  the  rules,  calling  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which,  being  ordered,  were — ^yeas  118, 
nays  00. 

So  the  motion  to  suspend  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  there  not  being  two-thirds  voting  for 
the  motion. 

Mr.SLADE  asked  leave  to  submit  the  following: 

Whereas  there  exists,  and  is  carried  on  between 
the  ports  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  other  ports 
of  the  United  States,  and  tmder  the  sanction  of  the 
kwB  thereof,  a  trade  in  human  beings,  whereby 
thousands  of  them  are  annually  sold  and  transport- 
ed from  said  District  to  distant  paria  of  the  coun- 
try, in  vessels  belonging  to  dtiaens  of  the  United 
States;  and  whereas,  saeh  trade  involves  an  out- 
rageous violation  of  human  rights,  i»«  disjpaoe  to 
the  country  by  whose  laws  k  is  sanctioned,  and 
ealls  for  the  immediate  interposition  of  legislative 
•nthority  for  its  suppcession:  therefbre,  to  the  end 


that  all  obstacles  to  the  oonmderation  of  tU>  tub- 
jeot  may  be  removed,  and  a  remedy  fiv  th<  eifl 
speedily  provided, 

Huolvtd,  That  so  moch  <^  the  fifth  of  the  rcit- 
lotions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  passed  by  ihii 
House  on  the  11th  and  12th  of  the  present  aiostk, 
as  relates  to  the  "removal  of  slaves  from  Stite  ts 
State,"  and  prohibits  the  action  of  this  Hoom  oa 
"  every  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  proptailiii^ 
or  paper  toucUng"  the  same,  be,  and  hereby  iii»- 
soinded. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  S.  moved  a  n» 
pension  of  the  rules,  and  demanded  the  yesi 
and  nays;  which,  being  ordered,  were— jets 
66,  nays  167. 

So  the  House  reftased  to  suspend  the  nlet. 

JSUetion  of  Chaplain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbknhxix, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  fia 
order  of  Monday,  for  the  election  of  a  OhapWa 
on  its  part,  when  the  ^ev.  Mr.  Bxisi  was  d^ 
dared  duly  elected. 

IN  BKir ATE. 

HoiiDATj  December  17. 

Fourth  Inttalment. 

The  bill  to  pos^ne  the  fourth  instalment  of 
the  deposit  act  was  taken  np  as  the  order  d 
the  day;  when 

Mr.  FsisTON  said  his  object  in  lidog,  whet 
this  subject  was  last  before  the  Senate,  was  t* 
refnte  and  correct  a  misrepresentatioa  res|>Mt- 
ing  his  position  in  regard  to  it.    He  had  gira) 
his  support  original^  to  the  measure,  \>vX  it 
was  as  a  deposit  bill,  not  as  one  for  distribntiiiii. 
Although  aware  of  the  necessity  of  getdog  rid 
of  the  accumulated  surplus,  had  he  known  its 
practical  effect,  he  could  not,  except  as  in  o- 
treme  neeeasity,  have  voted  for  it    Whst  be 
had  said  the  other  day  was  explicable  to  ik* 
bill  as  it  was  practically  and  m  effect— a  biD 
for  distribnticm  instead  of  deposit.    As  adt- 
podt  act,  it  provided  that  the  Secretary  of  tke 
Treasury  might  reclaim  the  moneys  froia  tbe 
States  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  Govs* 
ment  rendered  it  necessary ;  but  at  a  sabae- 
quent  aesnon  it  was  so  amended,  at  the  iiutince 
of  an  honorable  Senator  from  PennsylraiA, 
(Mr.  BvoBABAH,)  as  to  take  this  discretioa  &«■ 
the  Sepretary.    When  it  was  proposed  to  crej* 
a  national  debt,  he  was  willing  to  have  morM 
for  the  recall  of  this  money.    The  honorabb 
Senator  from  Vii^nia  (Mr.  Rives)  saiJ  thatto 
have  recalled  it  at  the  last  session,  dnriog  tbt 
fiscal  embarrassments,  would  have  been  J^ 
ous  to  the  States,  and  that  nothing  bat  &  «*• 
eign  war  would  be  a  justifiable  cause  for  » 
doing;  but  I  think  that  tbe  States  conld,br 
their  credit,  have  easily  raised  meaoi  to  p9 
off  this  debt    Under  that  state  of  sfEiin,  Coo- 
gross  decided  in  favor  of  a  national  ^wti" 
preference  to  reclaiming  the  deposit  witb  <*• 
Stotes.    One  great  benefit  expected  from  tM 
oper^on  of  wis  act  was,  that  whenever  tM 
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GoTenuoent  was  disposed  to  a  prodiKolltr  of 
expoiditnre,  the  States  wonld  be  indnoea  to 
interpose  and  arrest  the  eviL  Did  they  do  so  ? 
It  was  expected  that  whenever  the  wants  of 
the  Government  required  more  than  their  im- 
medJ«te  means,  these  deposits  would  be  a  sonroe 
Ibr  118  to  draw  on  to  supply  the  defioienoy. 
DidMre  do  so !  No,  sir ;  we  have  a  national 
debt  existing,  on  which  we  are  paying  interest, 
while  the  money  is  still  in  deposit  with  the 
States.  Congress  has,  by  its  legislation,  declar- 
ed its  most  uneanivocal  condemnaUon  of  the 
deposit  act.  I  ao  not  reprobate  the  bill  as 
passed,  bnt  think  that,  as  no  hnman  being  en- 
tertains the  idea  that  this  money  will  be  ever 
paid,  the  most  honest  plan  will  be  to  strike  it 
frmu  the  statute  book  altogether. 

The  qneetion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Olat'b 
amendment  to  postpone  the  instalment  to  >the 
Ist  of  January,  1840,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative as  follows : 

TuuL — Messrs.  Calhoan,  Clay  of  Eentackv,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  Merrick, 
Prentiss,  Rivers,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  SmiUi  of  Indi- 
ana, Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  and  Tipton — 17. 

Kats. — Hessrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buclianan, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Folton,  Hj^wrd,  King,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Morris,  Nicholas,  N^ell,  Pierce,  Pr^on, 
Boane,  Bobinson,  Smitli  of  Connecticut,  Stranee, 
Walker,  Wall,  Williams  of  Maine,  Williams  of  His- 
siasippi,  Wright,  and  Toong — 2G. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
tat  a  third  reading,  without  a  divi«on. 


H0TJ8K  OF  BEPBESENTATTVEB. 

Thubsdat,  December  20. 
Anti-i^avery  and  Anti-Texat  Annexation  Peti- 

tiont;  and  Petitiont  for  Diplomatic  Inter- 

eourte  teith  Hayti. 

Mr.  Adahs  presented  a  large  number  of  pe- 
titions from  various  States,  (including  one  or 
two  from  Ohio  county,  Virgmia,)  praying  for 
the  alx>lition  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade,  re- 
monstrating against  the  admission  of  any  new 
slaveholding  State,  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  for  international  relations  with  Hayti, 
fto.  The  Abolition  petitions  were  laid  on  the 
table  nnder  Mr.  Athskton's  resolntion,  and  the 
others  were  disposed  of  as  stated  above. 

Mr.  CusHiNo,  for  the  purpose,  he  said,  of 
eocMiomizing  the  time  of  the  House,  would  pre- 
sent, to-day,  but  one  of  the  many  Abolition 
petitions  intrusted  to  his  charge,  and  would 
postpone  the  others  to  a  future  day. 

Mr.  0.  availed  himself  of  that  opportunity  to 
pronounce  the  resolution  ordering  those  peti- 
tions on  the  table,  to  be  unconstitutional,  to 
protest  against  it,  and  asked  that  his  protest 
might  be  entered  on  the  ioumal. 

The  Oeaik  ruled  it  to  be  out  of  order. 


Wkdnxsd^t,  December  26. 

The  Spkakxb  commnnioated  a  letter  from  the 
Honorable  Jomr  Faibfuld  a  member  from  the 


State  of  Mune,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  present 
OongresB ;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Andbbson, 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  Spbakbb  direct- 
ed to  notify  the  Executive  of  Maine  of  the 
fact. 


IN  SKNATE. 

HoNBAT,  December  81. 
Mnaneial  Policy. 
Mr.  Aixnr  Bubmitted  the  folloTring  resolu- 
tions, wUch  lay  over : 

HetolveJ,  That  the  financial  policy  established  at 
the  ori^  of  this  Qovemment  by  the  first  acts  of  its 
legislation,  and  especially  by  the  SOth  section  of  the 
"  Act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties,  Ac.,"  ap- 
proved by  Fresident  Washington  July  81s^  1789, 
and  by  the  4th  section  of  the  "  Act  to  establish  the 
Treasury  Department,  &c.,"  approved  by  President 
Washington  September  2d,  1789,  was  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  plain  and  frugal  genius  of  a  Bepub- 
Uo,  and  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

Betolvtd,  That  that  policy  has,  by  a  long  series 
of  subsequent  acta,  been  departed  from,  and  ought 
to  be  restored  in  the  future  administration  of  the 
Government.    And,  therefore, 

Rttolvtd,  That  the  Oovernment  ought  to  collet 
no  more  taxes  from  the  people,  either  directly  o> 
indirectly,  than  are  absolutely  necessary  to  an  eco- 
nomical administration  of  its  aflairs. 

Bttolved,  That  the  taxes  p^d  by  the  people  ought 
not  to  be  loaned  out,  by  the  Government,  to  indi- 
viduals or  to  corporations. 

Rfohtd,  That  the  taxes  so  paid  by  the  people, 
ought  not  to  be  placed  by  the  Government  in  the 
custody  of  agents,  who  are  not  made  by  the  con- 
stitution and  the  laws  responsible  to  the  people. 

Hetolvtd,  That  those  legal  prorisions  by  which 
the  Government  was  originally  required,  in  the  trans- 
action of  its  own  affairs,  to  receive  and  to  tender, 
in  payment,  as  money,  nothing  but  that  which  ia 
made  a  legal  tender  by  the  constitution,  ought  to  be 
revived,  with  those  modifications  only,  as  to  time 
and  proportion,  suggested  by  the  present  condition 
of  the  country. 


HODSS  OK  BEPBESKNTATIVEB. 

Monday,  December  81. 
Britith  outrage  at  8Moi*er,  on  tht  Caroline. 
Mr.  OnsEiKo  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Ruolvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  tTnited  States 
be  requested,  if  in  his  judgment  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interests,  to  communicate  to  this 
House — 

1.  The  correspondence,  if  any,  which  has  been 
had  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  that  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  military  or  civil 
authorities  of  either,  in  relation  to  the  troubles  in  the 
British  Provinces  of  Upper  or  Lower  Canada,  and 
to  alleged  violations  of  neutrality  on  the  part, 
whether  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  the  officers,  subjects,  or  citizens  of  each. 

2.  The  correspondence  had,  or  measures  taken 
by  the  Executive,  if  any,  regarding  citizens  of  the 
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United  States  made  prisoners  of  war  at  any  time  in 
any  of  the  insurrectionary  movements  of  Upper  or 
Lower  Canada. 

8.  Whether  the  OoTemment  of  Great  Britain 
has  made  reparation  for  the  seizure  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  steamboat  Caroline,  within  the  waters 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  murder  of  American 
citizens  on  board  the  same  by  a  band  of  armed  in- 
vaders from  the  prbvince  of  Upper  Canada,  acting 
uAder  the  orders  and  authority  of  the  ColonUl  Oor- 
emment  of  said  province. 

4.  Whether  the  (xoremment  of  the  United  States 
has  entered  into  negotiations  with  that  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  and  preventing 
the  further  distribution  of  presents  and  payment  of 
war  subsidies  by  the  latter  Government  to  the  In- 
dian tribes,  within  the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States ;  and,  if  so,  what  has  been 
the  result  of  the  said  negotiations, 

6.  Whether  the  Government  of  the  TTnited  States 
have  given  to  that  of  Great  Britain  the  stipulated 
notice  to  annul  and  abrogate  the  convention  of  the 
6th  of  September,  182?,  under  cover  of  which,  and 
of  the  convention  of  the  20th  October,  1818,  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  has  proceeded,  with  per- 
mission, or  by  connivance  of  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain,  to  establish  military  posts  in  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  beyond  the  Bocky 
Houn  tains. 

<.  Whether  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  tal^en  any  measures,  and  if  any,  what,  to  ad- 
just, settle,  and  mark  the  boundaries  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  Provinces  in  North 
America,  from  St.  Mary's  Falls,  between  Lake 
Huron  and  Lake  Superior ;  and  so  northwardly  and 
westwardly  along  the  frontier  of  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan and  the  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  to 
the  Bocky  Mountains. 

7.  What  correspondence,  if  any,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  had  with  that  of 
Great  Britain,  or  any  of  its  authorities  or  officers, 
or  with  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Maine,  in 
regard  to  the  late  survey  or  investigation  of  the 
North-eastern  boundary  line  of  the  Umted  States  by 
the  Government  of  said  State. 

8.  Whether  any  correspondence  has  recently 
passed  between  the  British  and  American  Govern- 
ments relative  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  naviga- 
ble rivers  conterminous  to  the  United  States  and 
the  British  possessions  in  North  America,  or  of 
navigable  rivers  running  in  part  or  in  whole  tlirough 
the  territories  of  both  Governments:  and  if  so,ue 
results  of  the  same. 

The  resolatlons  were  then  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

77i«  Monroe  Doctrine. 
Hr.  OusHiNa  then  sud  the  dischai^  of  his 
particular  duties  as  a  member  of  the  House,  had 
called  his  attention  to  another  sabjeot  of  inqui- 
ry, perfectly  unexceptionable  in  itself,  and  of 
the  deepest  immediate  interest  to  tiie  whole 
Union,  and  more  especially  to  the  States  of  the 
Sonth-west.  He  asked  that  the  resolution  of 
inquiry  should  be  read,  in  order  that  the  House 
might  judge  whether  they  would  permit  him 
to  offer  it  at  this  time ;  which  he  would  not 
aslc  if  the  subject  were  not  one  of  pressing,  im- 
mediate importance. 


The  House  assenting,  Mr.  0.  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution ;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed,  and  lies  over  one  day,  mider 
the  rules. 

Whereas,  in  the  Messase  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  at  the  opemngof  the  eighteenth  Cob- 
gress,  it  was,  among  other  Uiinga,  avowed  an4h|iro- 
claimed  as  the  settled  national  policy  of  the  United 
States,  that  "  in  the  wars  of  the  European  powen, 
in  matters  relating  to  themselves,  we  have  never 
taken  any  part,  nor  does  it  comport  with  our  policy 
so  to  do  ;"  that  "  with  the  movements  in  this  hemi- 
sphere we  are,  of  necessity,  more  immediately  con- 
nected ;"  that  "  we  owe  it,  therefore,  to  candor,  and 
to  the  amicable  relations  existing  between  the  Ui^ 
ed  States  and  those  powers,  to  declare  that  we 
should  consider  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  extend 
their  system  to  any  portion  of  this  hemiqihere  •• 
dang^erous  to  our  peace  and  safety ; "  that  "  with  the 
existing  colonies  or  dependencies  of  any  Enropeaa 
power,  we  have  not  interfered,  and  sh^  not  intei^ 
fere ;  but  with  the  Governments  who  have  dedar- 
ed  their  independence,  and  maintained  it,  and 
whose  independence  we  have,  on  great  considera- 
tion and  on  just  principles,  acknowledged,  we  coold 
not  view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  op- 
pressing them,  or  co^roUing  in  any  other  manner 
their  destiny,  by  any^ropean  power,  in  any  other 
light  than  as  the  manifestation  of  an  unfriendly 
disposition  towards  the  United  States ;"  and  tliat 
"it  is  impossible,  therefore,  that  we  should  be> 
hold  such  interposition,  in  any  form,  with  indiHet^ 
ence." 

Raolvtd,  thertfore,  That  the  President  of  tl>e 
United  States  be  requested  to  inform  this  House, 
if  the  same  be  not  in  his  judgment  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  what  explanations  the  King 
of  the  French  lias  rendered  to  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  the  recent  blockade  of  a  part  of  the  cotat 
of  the  Mexican  Bepublic  by  France ;  the  treatment 
of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  public  or  private,  by 
the  blockading  squadron ;  the  reduction  of  the  cas- 
tle of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa ;  and  the  ulterior  views 
and  designs  of  the  French  Government  respecting 
the  Mexican  Republic.  Also,  to  inform  the  Hooe 
whether  he  has  proffered  to  either  of  the  contend- 
ing parties  the  mediation  of  the  United  States  ia 
the  premises ;  and  to  communicate  any  coRcapood- 
ence  on  the  subjects  aforesaid  which  may  haw 
passed  between  the  Govemmeot  of  the  United 
States  and  that  of  France. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OirBHmo,  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


TnuBsoAT,  January  8, 1839. 
Wiseontin  Election  Gate. 

At  one  o'dook,  the  special  order  of  the  dqr, 
being  the  consideration  of  the  contested  ejec- 
tion for  a  delegate  from  Wisoonan  Tenitoty, 
came  up. 

The  question  was  on  the  adct>tion  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  of  the  Committee  on  £le»' 
tions: 

• 

Jietolved,  Tliat  James  Duane  Doty  is  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House  as  a  delate  from  Wiaccmsin  iW- 
ritory,  and  that  GeCije  W.  Jones  is  not  so  entltiad. 
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Mr.  Tbomas  moved  to  amend  the  resolntion 
!>/  transpouDK  the  names,  so  as  to  declare  Mr. 
Jones  entitled  to  the  seat,  and  proceeded  at 
length  to  oppooe  the  oonclnsions  of  the  report. 

Mr.  CcBHiHo  was  understood  to  argue  in 
&vor  of  yaoating  the  seat  of  the  sitting  dele- 
gate, npon  the  groand  of  the  irregularitj  and 
lUeMlity  of  the  tenure  hy  which  he  held  it,  and 
in  MTor  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Thomas  ;  and 
intimated  that  he  wonld,  at  the  proper  time, 
move  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  question  was  further  argued  by  Messrs. 
Randolph,  Cbabt,  Fletohxb,  and  Tilunohast, 
in  favor  of  the  resolution  as  reported  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  DkObatf  having  obtained  the  floor, 
moved  the  previous  question ;  which  motion 
was  sustained,  and  the  main  question  was  <0 
dered. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  with  the 
reoolotion  as  reported  by  the  committee — 

The  House  then  adopted  the  resolution  of  the 
committee  by  the  following  vote: — ^yeas  166, 
nays  85. 


Fbidat,  Jani;ary4. 

Publio  Landt. 

Mr.  Tauaferbo  submitted  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions,  which  were  referred  to 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  Pablio  Lands. 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress  for  the  then  oon- 
federacy  of  the  United  States,  did,  by  resolution,  in 
As  year  1780,  recommend  to  the  seyeral  States  of 
the  confederacy,  or  Federal  Union,  haviiu  clums  to 
Western  lands,  a  libera]  surrender  thereof,  as  •  com- 
mon fond,  tn  aid  of  eitablithing  ttu  mihlie  credit, 
and  to  duchargt  the  debt  ineurrtd  by  tht  t/un  exitt- 
intf  war  with  Great  Britain. 

And,  whereas,  the  State  of  Viiginia,  reroonding  to 
the  said  recommendation  of  Congress,  did,  on  the 
second  day  of  January,  by  an  act  of  her  Legislative 
Assembly,  adopt  and  submit  to  Congress,  for  their 
eonsideration  and  acceptance,  the  terms  and  ooodi- 
tions  on  which  that  State  wonld  surrender  to  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpoee  aforeeaid,  all  the  lands 
within  the  chartered  bonndanes  of  Virginia,  north 
and  west  of  the  river  Ohio. 

And,  whereas.  Congress  baring  the  sud  terms 
and  conditions  of  cession,  proposed  by  the  State  of 
Tiiginia,  under  consideration,  resolved  on  the 
day  of  September,  1783,  to  accept  the  same,  with 
the  exception  only  of  a  stipulation  in  said  terms  of 
ceeaoD,  requiring  the  United  States  to  guarantee  to 
Virginia  the  residue  of  her  Western  territory,  lying 
south  and  cast  of  the  river  Ohio. 

And,  whereas,  the  State  of  Virginia,  assenting  to 
the  proposed  excluaon  from  her  terms  of  cession, 
did,  by  an  act  of  her  Legislative  Assembly,  authorize 
her  then  delegates  in  Congress,  te  execute  the  con- 
templated deed  of  cession ;  whereupon,  and  in  vir- 
tue of  the  full  powers  vested  in  them,  tiie  said  dele- 
gates, then  present,  did,  on  the  firet  day  of  March, 
1784,  execute  a  conveyance  to  the  United  States, 
of  all  the  lands  to  which  Vu^^nia  had  claim,  north 
and  west  of  the  river  Ohio,  according  to  the  original 


terms  and  condiUons  proposed  by  Viiginia  to  Con- 
gress, for  the  cession  thereof,  with  the  exception  only 
of  the  guarantee  aforesaid,  ]»«posed  by  Congress,  to 
be  excluded  therefrom,  and  assented  to  by  Virginia, 
as  aforesaid. 

And,  whereas,  the  original  terms  and  conditions 
proposed  by  Viiginia,  and  assented  to  by  Congress, 
for  the  cession  by  that  State  of  all  her  lands  north 
and  west  of  the  Ohio,  impose  the  following  obliga- 
tions on  Congress : 

1.  That,  provided  the  State  of  Virginia  had  not 
reserved  a  sufficient  quantity  of  good  land  on  the 
south-east  side  of  the  river  Ohio  to  satisfy  the  land 
bounty  promised  by  Virginia  to  her  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  served  in  the  continental  line  of  the  army, 
and  who  served  in  her  own  State  establishment,  that 
Congress  should  make  up  such  deficiency,  and  of 
mod  lands  lymg  between  the  Scioto  and  Hhuni 
Rivers. 

2.  The  aforesaid  terms  and  conditions  of  cesaon 
provide,  and  it  is  so  expressed  in  the  deed,  "  that  all 
the  lands  in  the  territory  hereby  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  not  reserved  or  appropriated  to  any  of 
the  before-mentioned  jntrpSte»,  or  din>osed  of  in 
ixHmties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  - 
army,  shall  be  considered  a  common  fund  for  the 
toU  uu  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  Unned  States  as 
have  become,  or  shall  become,  members  of  the  con- 
federation, or  federal  allianee  of  the  said  States, 
Viiginia  incluave,  according  to  their  respective  pro- 
porttons  of  the  general  chuge  and  expenditure,  and 
shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  ditpMed  of  for  that 
purpose,  and  for  no  other  u»e  or  purpote  whatever." 

Rttolved,  That  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  that 
part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  In 
relatim  to  the  public  lands  was  referred,  be  instructed 
to  inquire  and  report  whether  the  conveyance  of  the 
lands  alMve  referred  to  by  Virginia  to  the  United 
States,  is  not  a  conveyance  in  trust  for  the  specifio 
objects  expressly  enumerated  in  the  deed  of  cession. 

2.  Whether  tiiose  ohjects  have  been  satisfied,  and, 
especially,  whether  Congress,  out  of  the  ceded  terri- 
tory, has  made  provision  for  the  deficit  of  good  landt 
on  the  south-east  side  of  tbe  Ohio  River,  to  satisfy 
the  land  bounty  promised  by  the  State  of  Vir^nia  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  Uie  Virginia  line  on  conti- 
nental establishment ;  if  not,  ought  to  be  prompdy 
made  for  that  purpose. 

3.  What  quantity  of  the  ceded  territory  has  been, 
or  the  proceeds  thereof^  devoted  and  applied  towards 
the  specific  objects  enumerated  in  tbe  deed  of  ces- 
sion ;  and  what  quantity  of  tbe  said  territory  baa 
been  devoted  to  uses  and  purposes,  not  comprehended 
in  the  terms  and  conditions  of  cession ;  finally,  if 
it  shall  appear,  that  there  yaW  be  a  surplus  of  land 
in  the  ceded  territory  beyond  what  is  required  to 
satisfy  the  objects  and  purposes  specially  enumerated 
in  the  original  terms  and  conditions,  in  pursuance 
of  which  the  deed  of  c^on  was  executed ;  whether 
Congress  is  not  bound  by  the  manifest  intention 
of  '&aX.  deed,  to  provide  for  a  prompt  and  "  bona 
fide"  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  remaining 
lands,  including  the  value  of  so  much  of  these  lands, 
if  any,  as  may  have  been  devoted  to  purposes  not 
warranted  by  the  deed,  amongst  the  States  of  the 
Union,  according  to  the  ratio  of  distribution  specified 
in  the  deed  of  cession,  for  the  sole  use  and  l>enefit 
of  the  said  States;  and  that  the  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bilL  • 
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Satttrdat,  Jannary  6. 
Quettion  of  Pay  to  Geo.  W.  Jonee,  .Eiq.,  late 

Sitting  Delegate  from  Witeonnn. 
■  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  asked  leave  to  present  a 
resolution ;  which  was  read  as  follows : 

Retolved,  That  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Jonss,  late  dele- 
gate from  the  Territory  of  Wioonshi,  fa  w>t  entitled 
to  hia  mileage  and  per  diem  allowance  for  his  attend- 
ance at  the  present  se^don. 

Mr.  WisK  objected ;  wherenpon 
Mr.  Mason  said  as  it  was  a  matter  of  some 
importance,  he  would  move  that  the  rales  he 
suspended ;  and  npon  which  motion,  he  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Spbakeb  stated  that  he  had  received  a 
communication  upon  the  subject  from  Mr.  Jones, 
and  would  prefer  that  the  House  would  come 
to  some  decision  upon  it.  He  then  laid  before 
the  House  the  foUowing  letters,  which  were 
read:  • 

Eocsi  or  RiFaKSisTAnTES, 

January  4,  1839. 
Sib:  I  take  this  mode  of  informing  yon  that  a 
resoluUon  will,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  be  intro- 
duced to  this  House,  denying  your  right  to  receive 
any  compensatiou  as  delegate  to  the  present  session 
of  Congress. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  GIDDINGa 
Hon.  Oboboi  W.  Jems,  Washington  City. 

WAsmsoTON  Cirr,  D.  0. 
January  6,  1889. 

Sir  :  Conddering  myself  entitled,  under  the  usage 
of  ^e  House,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to 
receive  my  mileage  and  per  diem  compensation  as 
the  sitting  del^ate  from  the^'erritory  of  Wisconsin, 
I  received  from  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  on  the  20th 
ultimo,  a  check  on  the  Bank  of  Washington  for 
my  mileage  and  per  diem  allowance  up  to  that  date. 

Having  received  last  evening  the  accompanying 
communication  from  a  member  of  the  House,  Bon. 
J.  B.  GiDDiNGS,  of  Ohio,  and  not  feeling  willing  to 
retain  in  my  hands  the  compensation  alluded  to, 
unless  most  clearly  so  entitled,  I  respectfiiUy  return 
to  the  House,  through  you,  the  original  che<^,  to  be 
cancelled  by  the  House,  if  in  their  judgment  I  am 
not  entitled  to  it 

I  came  here  under  the  solemn  conviction  that  I 
was  the  rightful  delegate  of  the  people  of  Wisconsin, 
to  serve  them  here  as  such  until  the  4th  of  March 
next  This  opinion  was  strengthened  by  the  advice 
of  able  counsel,  before  and  since  my  arrival  here. 
I  entertain  the  same  opinion  still,  but  will  submit  to 
the  decision  of  the  House  in  both  cases  without  a 
murmur. 

Very  respectMly, 

Your  obedient  servant 

GEO.  W.  JONES. 
Hon.  Jamis  E.  Pole, 

^leaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Spbakkb,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  made  a  brief  explanation  of  tihe  course 
of  the  Sergeant-at-arms  abd  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  the  House. 

By  the  journal  of  the  extra  aeeBiou,  at  the 


opening  of  the  present  Congress  in  September, 
188T,  it  appeared  that  "  George  Wallace  Jonet 
appeared  as  the  delegate  from  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  was  sworn  to  support  the  Constitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  and  took  a  seat  in 
tie  House."  No  certificates  of  election  vt 
members  or  delegates  were  presented  at  the 
time  of  qualification,  and  the  Speaker  could  not 
know  under  what  authority  they  took  their 
seats.    Mr.  Jones  was  sworn,  and  took  a  seat 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  seaEooo 
Mr.  Jones  appeared  in  his  seat,  claiming  to  be 
the  rightful  sitting  delegate  from  Wisconan. 
When  the  claim  of  Mr.  Doty  was  presented, 
Mr.  Jones  rose  in  his  place  and  asserted  hia 
right.  The  House,  by  its  acquiescence,  recog- 
nized him  as  the  sitting  delegate,  and  took  or- 
dlr  in  the  case,  by  referring  the  claim  to  a 
seat  as  the  delegate  from  Wisconsiii  to  tiie 
Committee  of  Elections.  Mr.  Jones  continued 
in  his  seat  as  the  sitting  delegate.  He,  at  va- 
rious times,  as  the  journal  shows,  presented  pe- 
titions and  resolutions,  and  participated  in  the 
business  of  the  House,  as  the  sitting  del««ste. 
This  was  permitted  by  the  acquiescence  of  the 
House,  until  the  right  to  the  seat  was  decided 
by  the  House.  Whilst  Mr.  Jones  was  thus  the 
sitting  delegate,  in  his  seat,  in  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  such,  the.  Sergeant-at-arms  or  the 
presiding  officer  had  no  right  or  power  to  in- 
quire whether  he  was  rightfully  there.  That 
was  a  question  which  the  House  alone  could 
decide.  The  law  regulating  the  pay  of  mem- 
bers and  delegates,  for  au^t  that  appeared  of 
record,  entitled  him  to  his  compensation  until 
the  time  he  was  ousted  by  a  vote  of  the  House. 
He  called  for  his  compensation,  and  neither  the 
Sergeant-at-anns  nor  the  Speaker  had  any  dis- 
cretion to  refuse  it  under  tne  law.  The  check 
for  his  compensation  was  made  out  in  the  usual 
way,  by  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  and  signed  toAet 
the  law.  Since  taking  the  chair  this  morning 
the  letter  from  Mr.  Jones  had  been  laid  on  lus 
table.  And  now  tiie  question  of  compensatioi, 
under  the  resolution  before  the  House,  was  aa 
open  one.  The  House  alone  can  hy  its  order 
refuse  the  compensation.  Under  the  law,  the 
Sergeant  and  Speaker  cannot  The  Speiker 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  House  would  decide 
the  question,  and  thus  relieve  the  subject  ftw» 
all  doubt  and  embarrassment 

A  long  debate  then  ensued,  in  which  the  res- 
olution was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Masoh  of 
Ohio,  and  Giddijjq8,  and  opposed  by  Mesa«. 
WiSB,  BouLDiN,  Thomas,  Pope,  Cai.hoos  of 
Kentucky,  Bbonsok,  and  Biddle.  The  latter, 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  moved  the 
previous  quMtion ;  which  was  seconded. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  Mr.  Gritkin  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Thomas  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whethe*; 
in  case  the  resolution  should  be  rejected,  ha 
would  consider  it  as  authority  to  pay  ifr.  Jooes 
his  per  diem  and  mileage. 

Tne  Speaker  said  be  ahoold  ao  conaider  it. 
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The  qnestion  vas  then  pat  upon  the  adoption 
«f  the  reaolntioa,  and  decided  in  the  ne^tive 
— yeas  89,  nayg  96. 


tS  BXKATK. 

HoHBiT,  Jannaiy  7. 
Tranter  <^  Canal  Stock  to  tie  State  of  Mary- 
land. 

lb.  'Waxekb,  in  parsoanoe  of  notice  given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introdnce  a  bill  to 
aathorize  the  transfer,  on  oertidn  conditions,  to 
the  State  of  Maryland,  of  the  stock  held  by  the 
United  States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Ca- 
nal Company. 

Mr.  W.  on  asking  leave,  said  that  on  the  9th 
of  April  last,  the  Senate,  npon  his  motion,  had 
adopted  a  resolntion  calling  npon  the  Secretary 
of  Oie  Treasnry  for  information  as  to  the  divi- 
dends received,  and  present  market  value  of  the 
stock  held  by  the  United  States  in  various  ca- 
nal companies.  To  this  call  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  responded  in  a  statement, 
showing  that  the  Government  had  never  re- 
ceived any  dividend  from  its  stock  in  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  that  this 
stock  is  mnch  below  par,  and  that  it  is  donbt- 
fol  whether  it  can  be  converted  into  money  at 
any  price.  Mr.  W.  said,  as  this  stock  was  yield- 
ing nothing  to  the  Government,  and  could  not 
be  sold  for  money,  he  was  willing  to  transfer  it 
for  a  reasonable  equivalent  to  the  State  of  Mary- 
land. This  equivalent  was,  that  the  State 
of  Maryland  should  cause,  within  a  specified 
period,  this  canal  to  be  completed  to  the 
Ohio  River;  and  that  when  completed,  the 
canal,  throughout  its  entire  distance,  should  be 
forever^free  for  the  transportation  of  any  prop- 
erty, tro^s,  or  seamen  of  the  United  Stat^ 
without  the  payment  of  any  toll  or  charge 
whatever.  This  bill  then  involved  the  exercise 
of  no  doubtful  nor  disputed  constitutional 
power,  but  simply  provided  for  the  sale  for  a 
reasonable  equivalent  of  this  stock  to  the  State 
of  Maryland. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 


BOUBS  OV  BEPBSSEIITATiyXS. 

Tdxsdat,  January  8. 
<      Money  reeeitod  for  Outtonu. 

Mr.  ErnrrBB,  of  Virginia,  asked  leave  of  the 
House  to  present  and  have  printed  the  follow- 
ing restdution : 

Jleiolvtd,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill 
wbidi  shall  provide : 

1.  That  all  money  berafter  to  be  received  by  the 
TTnited  States  for  cnstoms,  shall  be  paid  on  four  cer- 
tain days  fixed,  at  intervals  of  three  months,  the 
daties  reqnired  by  the  existfaig  laws  to  be  paid  in 
taah,  to  be  Jecnred  by  bond*  with  H>proved  seonrity, 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  oentom  per  an- 
num &om  its  date  until  paid,  and  payable  at  the  next 


fixed  quarterly  day,  unless  it  bean  date  within 
twenty  days  of  that  period,  in  whidi  case  it  Is  to  be 
payable  on  the  next  succee<Ung  day  fixed  for  pay- 
ments to  the  United  States.  But  if  the  importer  be 
entitled  to  credit  imder  the  existing  Uws,  the  snm 
due  1<  to  be  diminished  by  a  discount  at  the  rate  of 
six  per  centum  for  the  time  through  which  the  said 
credit  extends,  and  the  sum  thus  ascertained  to  be  se- 
cured by  bond  as  aforesaid  under  the  limitations 
above  prescribed. 

2.  That  all  debts  due  from  the  United  States  shall 
be  made  payable,  so  far  as  practicable,  on  four  cer- 
tain days,  occurring  at  intervals  of  three  months,  and 
^xed  at  twenty  days  respectiTely  after  the  days  fixed 
as  Voresaid  for  payment  to  the  United  States. 
These  debts,  in  aU  cases  when  practicable,  to  be 
made  payable  at  the  next  day  of  disbursement,  unless 
incurred  within  twenty  days  of  that  time ;  in  which 
case  to  be  payable  at  tiie  second  sncceedina  day  fixed 
for  that  purpose.  But  if  the  public  creditor  should 
fail  to  present  liis  claim  at  the  place  at  wMdi  it  is 

payable  when  due,  or  within days  of  that 

time,  then  the  United  States  to  be  atisolved  from  all 
reqransibility  for  any  failure  in  the  disbursing  agent 
at  that  place  to  pay  the  said  creditor :  FromdeJ, 
kowever.  Thai,  the  sud  agent  and  his  sureties  shall  be 
liable,  in  their  Indivlduu  capacity,  to  pay  to  the  sud 
creditor  any  sums  received  for  his  use,  npj>n  demand, 
and  without  interest. 

3.  Ttiat  all  requisitions  on  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment by  other  Departments  of  this  Government  for 
sums  to  l>e  disbnned  at  the  next  day  fixed  for  that 
purpose,  shall  be  made  at  least  twenty  days  before 
the  day  fixed  for  public  receipts,  and  next  succeeding 
that  of  the  requisition. 

4.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  after  a  com- 
parison of  the  liabilities  to  and  from  the  Government, 
at  the  next  succeeding  days  of  receipt  and  dis- 
bursement, shall  ascertain  the  probable  surplus  wliich 
will  be  due  to  the  United  States  npon  the  next  quar- 
terly day  of  receipt,  after  collecting  what  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  disdiarge  the  debts  due  from  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  next  disbursing  day,  together  with  what- 
ever sum  may  be  needf\il  as  a  cash  surplus  for  emer- 
gencies of  the  Department  not  otherwise  provided  for. 
The  debtors  of  the  United  States  to  be  entitled  to  an 
extended  credit  upon  the  surpins  thus  ascertidned, 
upon  tiieir  giving  bonds,  witii  approved  sureties, 
bearing  interest  as  aforesaid,  up  to  the  quarterly  day 
of  the  receipts  next  succeeding  that  at  which  the  ori- 
ginal bond  was  due.  Each  public  debtor  offering  se- 
curity as  aforesaid,  to  be  entided  to  this  fbrtber 
credit  upon  an  equal  proportion  of  his  debt ;  which 
proportion  is  to  be  specified  by  public  advertisement 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  least  twenty 
days  before  the  next  succeeding  day  of  receipt  But 
all  b<mds  given  for  the  surplus  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
wholly  collected  at  the  next  quarter  when  due,  before 
any  portion  is  demanded  of  their  bonds  given,  when 
the  debt  for  duties  was  increased. 

The  resolution  was  then  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


INSENATK 

Wkdhkbdat,  January  9. 

Anti-Slatiery  and  Anti-Texa*  Annexation  Ptti- 

tioiu. 

Mr.  PBinniss  presented  certain  resolutions 

of  the  Legislatmre  of  the  State  of  Yermont,  in- 
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Btmcting  their  Senators  and  requesting  their 
Eepresentatives  to  use  their  eflfbrts  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  any  law  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  Union,  and  to  procure  the  passage 
of  a  law  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Oolmnbia,  and  the 
Territories  of  the  Union — and  of  the  slave-trade 
between  the  several  States ;  and  also  protesting 
against  certain  resolutions  (Athketon's)  adopted 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  nnconstitn- 
tional ;  which  Mr.  P.  moved  should  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  question  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fostsb, 
divided,  and  the  first  division  was  agreed  to^    ' 

The  question  coming  up  on  the  second  divi- 
sion, viz :  to  print  the  resolution, 

Mr.  Prsntibs  said  he  had  made  the  motion 
to  print  these  resolutions,  because  he  supposed 
it  would  be  an  act  of  proper  courtesy  to  the 
Legislature  from  whom  they  come.  When  he 
presented  them,  he  bad  pot  the  slightest  idea 
that  any  serious  objections  would  be  made  to 
them,  or  that  they  would  excite  any  debate,  and 
he  would  say  to  gentlemen  of  the  South,  that 
the  course  which  they  were  pursuing  was  pre- 
cisely the  course  to  increase  the  number,  and 
augment  the  strength  of  the  Abolitionists: 
and  he  thought  it  in  other  respects  impolitic  and 
iigurious,  as  well  as  wrong  and  unreasonable  in 
itself. 

The  virtual  rejection  of  petitions  here  was 
regarded  as  an  infraction  of  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, and  this  was  connected  wiUi  the  great 
subject  of  abolition,  and  had  given  to  it  a  power 
not  properly  its  own,  so  that  those  who  were 
opposed  to  extreme  and  premature  measures, 
and  who  wished  to  prevent  useless  excitement 
and  agitation,  found  themselves  powerless  in 
consequence  of  this  connection;  and  if  this 
course  were  persisted  in,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  give  way  entirely.  Mr.  P.  trusted  these  res- 
olutions would  be  printed  as  an  act  of  common 
courtesy,  and  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Calhoux  confessed  that  he  was  amazed 
when  he  saw  a  gentleman  of  the  calmness  and 
correct  judgment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont, 
pursuing  thd  course  that  he  did.  That  there 
should  be  any  man  of  any  intelligence  what- 
ever, who  did  not  see  that  this  question  strikes 
at  the  very  foundation  of  the  Union,  alienating 
one  portion  of  it  from  the  other,  and  that  it 
tended  to  the  overthrow  of  the  best  hopes  of 
mankind,  indeed  surprised  him.  JTor  was  it 
less  wonderful  to  him,  that  any  gentleman  of 
that  description  should  pretend  to  say  that  the 
best  course  of  Southern  gentlemen  was  to  per- 
mit the  Abolitionists  to  come  here  and  urge  llie 
question  whenever  they  pleased.  They  tell  us, 
eaii  Mr.  C,  that  we  have  no  right  to  our  own 
estates ;  that  a  large  part  of  our  property  Is  held 
without  law ;  and  that  they  have  the  right  to 
come  hero  week  after  week,  year  after  year, 
questioning  our  right  to  it,  and  calumniating  our 
character,  while  the  best  mode  for  us  to  pursue 
is  to  be  quiet.    Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  would  not 


have  made  these  observations  if  the  remaila 
that  called  them  forth  had  not  come  IWwn  a  re- 
spectable quarter.  The  course  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  was  a  striking  proof  that  on 
all  questions  of  deep  excitement  the  strongest 
minds  may  be  carried  away.  Mr.  C.  would  say 
.to  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  that  this  thing 
must  be  arrested  at  home,  by  strong  measum, 
or  the  South  would  take  care  of  itself. 

Mr.  PnxNTiBS  said  that  he  had  simply  adced 
that  these  resolutions  might  be  printed,  as  a 
mark  of  the  courtesy  usnaJly  evinced  to  States 
of  this  Union.  He  did  not  enter  into  any  argu- 
ment on  the  question  of  abolition.  Neidier  he 
nor  any  other  Senator  from  the  iN'orth  had,  oa 
any  occasion,  been  found  to  agitate  that  queo- 
tioo.  The  fault,  if  it  was  one,  lay  in  another 
quarter.  He  wished  merely  to  discharge  aa 
obvious  duty.  If  he  found  it  certain  that  he 
could  not  carry  out  his  own  opinions  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  which  he  trusted  were  well 
known,  he  thought  it  best  to  defer  the  att^npt 
to  a  more  favorable  opportunity.  These  reao- 
lutions  were  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Ver- 
mont in  consequence  of  petitions  requiring  their 
passage.  They  were  resolutions  of  instmctioii, 
and  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  wished  to 
discharge  the  duty  imposed  upon  him. 

Mr.  Kino  found  no  fault  with  the  Senatw 
from  Vermont  for  discharging  his  duty  to  his 
State,  in  presenting  such  resolutions  as  they 
thought  proper  to  charge  him  with.  He 
waived,  therefore,  under  these  considerations, 
any  objections  to  receiving  these  resolutions. 
They  came  from  a  sovereign  State ;  but  wheth- 
er tiiat  State  was  true  to  the  principles  which 
should  govern  every  member  of  the  Confeder- 
acy, was  another  question.  With  regard  to  tlie 
prayer  of  these  resolutions,  every  man  of  com- 
mon intdligence  knew  that  if  it  wer^ranted, 
this  Union  would  not  last  twenty- fotff  hoora. 
He  knew  that  he  and  every  man  from  that  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  which  would  be  so  grosdj 
outraged  by  such  a  measure,  would  instantly, 
on  the  adoption  of  it,  retire  from  their  seats. 
He  would,  in  such  an  event,  return  to  his  ooor 
Btituents,  and  tell  them  that  the  compact  was 
broken,  the  constitution  violated,  and  their 
property  taken  way  from  them,  and  that  he.  m 
their  representative,  could  render  them  no  fior- 
ther  service  by  remaining  where  be  was.  Be- 
lieving that  such  would  be  the  inevitable  con- 
sequences of  carrying  out  the  doctrines  eon- 
tained  in  these  resolutions,  he  could  not  consent 
to  give  them  any  circulation.  What  was  the 
object  of  the  S^iator  from  Vermont,  in  widuog 
to  have  these  resolutions  printed  t  The  Seu- 
tor  himself  declared  that  he  did  not  expect  any 
such  thing  as  action  on  those  resolutions ;  mA 
yet  he  wished  to  have  them  printed :  for  what  I 
To  give  encouragement  to  these  people,  to  send 
out  more  memorials  to  act  on  their  Le^siatnre, 
inducing  them  to  interfere  with  matters  whiok 
do  not  belong  to  them.  If  that  was  the  objett 
of  the  gentieman,  and  he  tmsted  and  bdieved 
it  was  not,  he  might  have  some  ntaaa  for  mg- 
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ing  the  printing  of  these  papers ;  bnt  as  he  bad 
a  great  respect  for  the  gentleman,  and  believed 
that  he  had  no  such  object  in  view,  be  was  at  a 
loss  to  oonoeive  why  be  persisted  in  the  motion. 
He  thanked  the  gentleman  for  warning  the 
South  of  what  became  their  duty,  under  the 
present  state  of  excitement  on  this  snbject.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  K,  we  will  discharge  onr  datj  to  our- 
selves  and  onr  oonstitnents,  without  asking  ad- 
vice from  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  or  from 
his  Legislatnre,  or  the  Legislature  of  any  other 
State.  He  hod  hoped  that  they  would  have 
been  spared,ln  this  body,  the  agitating  of  this  ex- 
citing subject.  He  knew  that  it  had  taken  place 
elsewhere  in  a  manner  highly  disgraceful,  bnt 
be  had  confidently  expected  that  this  body 
wonld  escape  it,  and  that  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont would  be  the  last  man  to  bring  it  up.  He 
regretted  the  necessity  of  making  these  few  obser- 
TiSions,  but  he  was  compelled  to  do  so,  because 
he  thought  the  Senator  from  Vermont  was  forc- 
iiw  this  matter  beyond  what  was  necessary. 

Mr.  LuHPKm  said  his  object  in  rising  was  to 
move  tiiat  the  motion  to  print  be  laid  upon  the 
table.  But  before  he  submitted  that  motion,  he 
wonld  remark  that  he  ftdly  concurred  in  the  re- 
marks of  the  Senators  from  South  Carolina  and 
Alabama,  (Mr.  Oalhouk  and  Mr.  Knro.)  And 
that  he  felt  no  disposition  to  countenance  or  re- 

rt  attempts  to  agitate  the  question  of  slavery, 
more,  because  it  was  brought  before  the 
Senate  by  the  proceedings  of  a  sovereign  State. 
Ko,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  agitation  of  this  ques- 
tion, by  obscure  and  ignorant  individuals,  is 
harmless  and  innocent,  when  compared  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont. 
Yet  the  Senator  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Pbkhtiss) 
admonishes  the  South  to  be  cool  and  qniet,  to 
disregard  the  efforts  of  those  who  are  constant- 
ly warring  against  their  rights  and  interests. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  this  advice  reminds  me  of  a 
robber,  who,  while  he  has  his  hand  in  my  pock- 
et, taking  from  me  that  to  which  he  has  no  just 
didm,  ceases  not  to  admonish  me  to  be  quiet,  be 
ea8y--ie  ivill  do  me  no  harm.  Every  lover  of 
this  Union  should  cease  to  agitate  this  question. 
The  interference  of  the  Abolitionists  and  their 
supporters  with  the  domestic  concerns  of  the 
SoQth  is  daily  becoming  more  offensive.  These 
proceedings  are  rapidly  alienating  the  affections 
of  one  portion  of  the  Union  fK>m  the  other. 
We  should  circulate  nothing  from  this  Senate 
calculated  to  increase  excitement  and  pr^udioe. 
Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  move  to  lay 
tbe  motion  to  print  on  the  tifble. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Lxnip- 
xnr's  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on  tike 
table,  and  carried — yeas  29,  nays  8. 


MoNDAT,  January  14. 

North  Carolina  JRuolution*  agaimt  the  Inde- 

pendent  Trtatury. 

Mr.  Bbowk  sud  he  rose  to  present  to  the 

Senate   eertiain   resolutions  which  had   been 

adopted  by  the  General  Aaeembly  of  the  State  of 

TouXIIL— 46 


North  Carolina,  at  their  late  session,  expressive 
of  their  views  and  opinions  in  regard  to  some 
of  the  important  measures  and  questions  of 
public  pohcy,  which  have  been,  and  now  are, 
pending  before  the  country.  However  unconr- 
teons  some  of  the  language  was  in  reference  to 
a  late  act  of  this  body,  which  it  had  performed 
in  the  exercise  of  its  high  constitutional  powers, 
and  profoundly  as  he  regretted  that  expressions 
derogating  from  the  respect  due  to  tiiis  body 
were  embraced  in  tbe  resolutions,  yet  he  o«nld 
not  hesitate,  in  obedience  to  a  proper  sense  of 
respect  to  the  Legislature  of  his  State,  to  offer 
them,  in  compliance  with  the  request  conttuned 
in  one  of  the  resolutions. 

It  was  alike  dae  to  himself,  to  his  constituents, 
and  to  the  importance  of  tbe  occasion  Itself  to 
state  very  explicitly  tbe  view  he  took  of  the 
resolutions,  and  the  course  which  high  consid- 
erations of  public  duty  required  that  he  should 
pursue  in  regard  to  them.  He  felt  the  deep  re- 
sponsibility under  which  he  acted,  and  had 
given  to  the  subject  that  anxious  deliberation 
which  its  public  importance  and  the  great  ques- 
tions of  public  interest  involved  in  it  demanded. 
.  In  regard  to  most  of  the  resolutions,  it 
would  readily  be  perceived  that  the  opinions 
expressed  in  them  directly  conflict  with  the 
course  which  he  had  heretofore  pnrsned  on  the 
measures  of  public  policy  to  which  they  refer, 
and  that  a  prmciple  is  asserted  in  one  of  them, 
in  regard  to  a  question  of  constitutional  power, 
entirely  at  variance  with  his  vote  on  the  reso-. 
lution  ordering  the  expunction  of  the  condem- 
natory resolution  passed  against  President  Jack- 
son, for  removing  the  public  deposits  from  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States.  In  relation  to 
extravagant  expenditure,  and  Executive  patron- 
age, referred  to  by  two  others  of  the  resolu- 
tions, his  votes  would  most  abnndanUy  prove 
that  his  whole  course  had  been,  since  honored 
with  a  seat  in  that  body,  to  diminish  both  as 
far  as  it  was  practicable  for  him  to  do  so. 

Having  very  briefly  adverted  to  the  political 
character  of  the  resolutions,  the  next  inquiry 
which  presents  itself  for  consideration  is,  wheth- 
er they  are  to  be  viewed  by  my  honorable  col- 
league and  myself  as  instructions,  or  as  the 
mere  expressions  of  the  opinions  of  the  Legis- 
lature, leaving  us  to  a  discretionary  power  in 
exercising  our  judgments  on  the  subjects  to 
which  they  relate.  That  they  are  not  to  be 
considered  as  irutruetioru,  the  proofs,  to  his 
mind,  were  clear  and  irresistible.  They  do  not, 
on  their  face,  profess  to  inttruet,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  word,  or  any  other  of  mandatory 
import,  is  omitted  with  the  most  guarded  cau- 
tion ;  omitted  no  doubt  not  by  accident,  but  by 
design.  What  could  have  been  the  intention 
for  omitting  it  ?  The  motive  clearly  was,  not 
to  commit  the  party  passing  these  resolutions 
to  the  doctrine  of  instructions.  Whenever, 
said  Mr.  B.,  tiie  General  Assembly  of  North 
Carolina  has  thought  proper,  on  former  occa- 
sions, to  resort  to  the  great  Bepnblioan  princi- 
ple of  instruction,  it  has  spoken  ont  in  bold, 
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frank,  and  nneqniyocal  language.  It  has,  by 
directly  instructing  the  Senators  representing 
the  State,  taken  the  responsibility  on  itselt  of 
the  vote  which  it  commanded  diem  to  give. 
A  podtive  command,  by  instructions,  from  the 
Legislature  of  a  State  to  its  Senators  to  give  a 
particular  vote,  places  the  vote  under  the  control 
of  the  Legislature,  and  is,  in  effect,  the  vote  of  the 
power  commanding  it ;  thereby  taking  from  the 
Senator  all  discretion,  and  conseqnentiy,  reliev- 
in(f  him  from  all  responsibility  to  the  people  of 
the  State.  Tlie  Legislature,  therefore,  docs  not 
take  on  itself  the  responsibility  of  the  Senator's 
vote  unless  it  irutnuU  him.  On  the  contrary, 
if  it  declines  to  instruct  him,  it  declines  taking 
the  responsibility  of  his  vote,  and,  therefore, 
has  no  right  to  expect  him  to  express  their 
opinions  when  they  refuse  to  take  on  them- 
selves the  consequences  of  his  vote  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State.  The  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina  has  long  since  established  the  principle 
that  they  had  the  right  to  irutruct,  and  so 
essential  has  the  employment  of  that  word  been 
considered  to  the  efficacy  of  resolutions  of  in- 
struction, that  the  Republicans  of  that  State 
have  invariably  employed  it  on  all  great  occa- 
sions when  they  intended  to  conunand  the  votes 
of  their  Senators.  • 

Mr.  B.  said  in  referring  to  the  journals  of  the 
Senate,  he  perceived  that  the  late  venerable  Mr. 
Macon,  then  a  member  of  this  body,  bad  pre- 
sented resolutions,  passed  by  the  Legislature 
•  of  North  Carolina  at  their  session  of  1816,  in- 
stmcting  their  Senators  to  endeavor  to  procure 
certain  amendments  to  the  constltnfionin  rela- 
tion to  the  mode  of  electing  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  Legisla- 
ture which  adopted  them  resolved,  in  one  of 
the  resolutions,  "  that  our  Senators  m  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  be  inttrueted,  and 
onr  Representatives  be  reqvetted,  to  endeavor 
to  obtain  the  said  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States."  At  the  succeeding 
session  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  the 
same  resolutions  were  again  adopted,  and  again 
asserted,  in  the  same  language,  the  right  of  in- 
struction. That  the  General  Assembly  then 
considered  mandatory  language  as  eseential  to 
instmctioDS  is  most  strikingly  obvions,  from 
the  marked  distinction  between  the  terms  em- 
ployed by  them  in  the  resolutions  to  the  Sena- 
tors and  the  Representatives  in  Congress.  The 
former  are  expressly  ^^  inttrueted,"  the  latter 
are  merely  "requeited"  to  perform  their  will. 
It  is,  therefore,  perfectly  clear,  from  the  nse  of 
the  latter  term  to  the  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, over  whose  vote  the  Legislature  never 
professed  to  have  any  control,  that  a  mere  ex- 
presrion  of  opinion,  unaccompanied  by  instruc- 
tions, never  was  viewed  by  them  as  obligatory 
on  those  to  whom  they  were  addressed.  This 
great  right  had  been  repeatedly  since  asserted, 
and  exercised  in  the  same  language  of  com- 
mand, to  their  Seniors,  by  successive  Legisla- 
tures of  North  Carolina,  from  the  period  Inst. 
irefiarred  to  down  to  its  session  of  1884,  when 


they  reasserted  and  exercised,  in  positiT*  and 
unequivocal .  language,  the  right  of  instractioa 
on  the  qneetion  of  expunging  from  the  joomsli 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  the  reaob- 
tions  condemnatory  of  President  JaekscKi.  The 
long-continued  practice,  therefore,  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State,  in  regard  to  instmctiaD^ 
shows  very  oonolnsivdy,  that  whenever  they 
have  intended  to  take  all  discretion  from  their 
Senators  in  regard  to  any  particular  vota,  that 
they  have  expressly,  and  in  plain  langoage,  in- 
Btrncted. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  held,  when  resolAtions  dired- 
ly  instructing  had  passed  a  le^slative  body, 
that  it  was  not  competent  to  go  beyond  the  io- 
stmctions  themselves  to  ascertain  the  meaning 
of  the  Legislature ;  but  when  instructions  wen 
not  given,  on  the  face  of  the  resolutions,  that  it 
was  competent  to  look  beyond  them  to  arrive 
at  the  intentions  of  those  {tassing  them.  He 
adverted  to  an  amendment  offered  in  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  when  the  resohi- 
tions  were  before  them,  proposing  to  insert  the 
word  "  imtruet,"  and  which  was  r^ected  by 
the  tinanwunu  vote  of  tixe/riendt  of  tLe  reaob- 
tions,  in  both  instances.  This  act,  in  his  opin- 
ion, was  decisive  of  the  question,  and  proved 
that  those  who  passed  them  did  not  intend  to 
commit  themselves,  by  their  acts,  to  the  doe- 
trine  of  instruction. 

The  resolutions  did  not  merdy  omit  to  in- 
stmct,  but  they  contuned,  on  then:  face,  expres- 
sions which  constituted  a  direct  attack  on  that 
great  fundamental  principle  of  the  Republican 
creed.  They  declare  that  act  of  the  Sotate  of 
the  United  States,  expunging  fh>m  its  joomals 
the  condemnatory  resolution  agfunst  Pftaidait 
Jackson,  to  have  been  "  an  aet  o/partf  agrviii- 
ty,  ealeulated  to  dtgrade  the  Senate." 

Mr.  B.  said,  so  far  as  his  own  vote  had  had 
any  agency  in  carrying  into  effect  that  joat  sen- 
tence, vindicatory  of  the  oonstitiition  and  the 
liberties  of  tiie  petals,  both  of  which  had  b«en 
wantonly  assailed  m  the  unauthorized  and  m- 
jnst  sentence  against  the  Chief  Ma^strate  of 
the  nation,  that  he  had  acted  under  resolntkins 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  his  State,  conaMm^ 
tng  it  to  be  done.  He  believed  a  majority  of  the 
State  Legislatures  of  the  Union  had  also  passed 
similar  instructions  to  their  Senators.  I^  there- 
fore, the  doctrine  oi  instruction  be  correot,  whet 
power  is  there  that  can  rightfully  arraign  the 
motives  of  those  who  have  (mly  acted  in  obedi- 
ence to  it,  and  carried  out  the  will  of  those  ua- 
der  whose  commands  they  have  performed  the 
act  required  to  be  done  t  To  impeach,  there- 
fore, the  motives  of  those,  thus  acting  under 
instructions,  is  a  direct  attack  on  the  nrineipls 
of  instruction,  and,  in  effect,  a  denial  of  the 
light  to  instruct. 

But  in  order  to  have  all  donbt  removed  as  to 
the  intention  of  those  who  passed  them^  Us 
honorable  colleague  and  hinisdf  had  addressed 
a  reepectfbl  communication  to  tiie  Legislatme 
ot  their  State,  asking  to  be  informed  if  the  res- 
olatMms  were  to  be  taken  as  instruction*    We 
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had  publicly  declared  that  we  would  obey  or 
resign,  if  irutrueted.  We  considered,  that  to 
hare  done  either  under  reaolntions  not  contain- 
ing instmotions,  was  not  required  hj  our  pledge, 
and  would  have  been  a  manifest  dereliction  of 
pablic  duty,  under  all  the  oironmstances.  We 
desired,  then,  proper  ground  to  stand  on.  If  we 
resigned,  we  wished  to  do  so  under  the  great 
principle  of  instruodon,  and  not  under  resolu- 
tions in  which  it  was  not  recognized.  The 
Legislature,  thus  candidly  and  respectfully  ap- 
pealed to,  have  reAised,  in  terms  not  very  cour- 
teous, to  give  any  farther  information  as  to  the 
question  of  instmction. 

When  the  iasne  was  thus  fairly  presented,  we 
had  a  right  to  expect,  on  every  principle  of 
oandor,  an  emphatic  expression  of  opinion  one 
way  or  the  other,  in  r^ard  to  the  intentions 
of  the  Legislature  on  t£e  question  of  instruc- 
tion. If  they  had  asserted  their  intention  to 
instruct,  I  was  prepared,  as  is  known  to  many 
of  my  friends,  instantly  to  have  surrendered 
to  them  the  public  trust  which  I  hold.  They, 
however,  agam  decline  to  assert  the  principle 
of  instruction,  in  the  resolution  passed  by  them, 
and  thus  afford  clear  and  unquestionable  proof 
that  tbey  do  not  intend  to  commit  themselves 
to  tiie  doctrine.  Which  of  the  parties  had  act- 
ed in  good  faith — those  addressing  the  commu- 
nication, and  soliciting  an  expression  of  opin- 
ion on  a  plain  question,  to  which  an  answer  was 
easy,  and  which  they  deemed  important  to  the 
puUio  liberty,  as  well  as  to  the  regulation  of 
their  own  oouduct — or  those  who  had  declined 
to  answer  it?  He  would  appeal  to  the  honest 
and  intelligent  judgment  of  his  constituents  to 
decide. 

When,  therefore,  he  took  into  view  the  cir- 
enmstanoes  which  formed  a  part  of  the  history 
of  the  resolutions,  the  guarded  caution  with 
which  the  party  passing  them  avoided  commit- 
ting themselves  on  the  record  to  the  right  of 
ins&ttction,  and  the  open  and  avowed  hostility 
of  some  of  those  voting  for  the  resolutions  to  the 
doctrine  of  instructiou,  the  direct  attack  on  that 
great  principle  itself  on  the  fuse  of  the  resolu- 
tions, and  the  refusal  of  the  Legislature,  on  a 
candid  appeal  made  to  them,  to  assert  the  right 
— the  most  irresistible  proof  is  afforded,  by 
positive  acts,  that  they  (the  Legislature)  did  not 
intend  to  recognize  the  right  of  instruction ; 
and  if  not,  on  what  principle  of  honor,  or  by 
"what  right,  either  moral  or  political,  can  it  be 
expected  that  they  will  be  considered  and  acted 
on  by  others  as  instructions  t 

The  resolutions  profess  to  speak  the  will  of 
the  people.  If  they  were  instructions,  he  ad- 
mitted that  they  would  be  obligatory  in  the 
ftalleet  sense  of  the  term ;  but  uiey  were  not, 
and  did  not  profess  to  be,  and  therefore  the 
question  as  respects  public  opinion,  as  well  as 
every  other  in  relation  to  them,  is  open  to  the 
freest  inquiry.  He  did  not,  himself,  believe 
that  they  expressed  public  opinion,  as  to  many  of 
&«  important  topics  under  which  they  under- 
take to  declare  it.  He  believed  the  people  of  the 


State  had  heard  with  utter  surprise,  that  the 
subject  of  the  expunging  resolutions  had  been 
introduced.  It  was  a  topic  that  had  not  been 
brought  before  them  at  the  eFections,  and  there- 
fore could  not  have  been  anticipated.  Agaia, 
he  did  not  believe  they  expressed  public 
opinion,  as  no  question  had  ever  been  brought 
more  directly  and  immediately  before  the  peo- 
ple of  Korth  Carolina  than  was  that,  at  the 
elections  in  1884,  involving  the  course  of  Pres- 
ident Jackson  in  regard  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  justice  of  expunging  the 
sentence  pronounced  agtunst  him  from  tihe  jour- 
nals of  the  Senate. 

The  Legislature,  at  its  sesaon  of  1884,  in 
obedience  to  that  public  will,  commanded  their 
Senators,  by  express  instructions,  to  vote  for  it. 
The  people  elected  two  successive  Legislatures, 
which  ratified  and  re-affirmed,  in  effect,  that 
decision,  as  the  resolutions  remained  unre- 
voked by  them.  It  would,  therefore,  be  in  dero- 
gation of  the  well-known  political  consistency 
of  the  people  of  Korth  Oarolina,  to  suppose  thi^ 
a  decision  so  well  considered,  and  so  deliberate- 
ly made,  had  been  reversed  by  them.  No  Pres- 
ident had  ever  been  more  strongly  sustained 
than  was  President  Jackson,  at  three  Successive 
elections,  by  the  people  of  that  State,  whose 
well-earned  fame  the  resolutions  which  the 
Legislature  had  passed,  aimed  so  strono,  a  blow 
at.  He'  could  not,  therefore,  admit  tnat  his 
constituents  had  abandoned  their  long-cberidi- 
ed  political  attachments,  and  were  prepared  to 
aid  in  sacrificing  the  public  character  of  the 
honest  soldier  and  patriot  statesman.  He 
could  not  consent,  therefore,  to  record,  by  his 
vote,  a  sentence  so  derogatory  to  the  people, 
and  to  the  Legislature  of  1884,  to  whose  fav(» 
he  was  indebt^  for  his  re-election.  To  resign, 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  tacit  admisrion,  on 
his  part,  that  the  people  had  changed  their 
opinion  on  this  question,  and  his  acqbiescenoe 
in  the  charge  of  inoonsistencv  a^jhinst  them, 
which  it  involved,  which  he  sLonld  consider  it 
a  departure  from  his  duty  to  do,  unless  acting 
under  instructions  that  left  him  no  other  alter- 
native. 

He  had  declared,  in  his  speech  on  the  Consti- 
tutional Treasury,  and  on  other  occasions,  that 
if  instructed  by  his  Legislature,  he  would  obey 
or  resign.  He  had  us^  the  word  in  that  sense 
which  conveys  a  meaning  universally  acted  on 
and  understood  by  the  Republican  party  of  this 
country,  and  had  likewise  asserted  it  in  his 
speeches,  to  be  a  duty,  in  the  abtenee  of  instruc- 
tions, to  pursue  the  dictates  of  his  own  judg- 
ment. In  the  abtenee  of  initrtietioru,  therefore, 
his  decision  as  to  the  present  resolutions,  which 
did  not  recognize,  in  any  part  of  them,  that 
right,  was  entirely  consistent  with  his  often 
repeated  declarations  on  that  subject. 

The  course  which  his  colleague  and  himself 
felt  bound  to  take,  from  a  high  sense  of  public 
duty,  on  this  occasion,  involved  not  simply  the 
questicm  of  what  was  due  to  themselves  and 
uii»r  own  prinoipleB— not  simply  a  qnestian  of 
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mere  party  ascendency,  but  it  involved  qnes- 
tions  of  far  more  transcendent  importance.  It 
involved  a  great  principle  of  popolar  liberty.  If 
they  rMigned  tiieir  seats,  they  indirectly  aided  in 
Attacking  the  great  fundamental  right  at  instmo- 
tion,  which  the  resolutions,  on  their  fMe,  not 
only  attacked,  as  he  had  already  shown,  but,  by 
their  nnqnestionablo  tendency,  went  to  over- 
thi-ow.  They  in  effect,  as  he  had  shown,  con- 
tuned  a  denial  of  that  doctrine.  For  us,  there- 
fore, to  acquiesce  in  them,  by  obedience  or  res- 
ignation, wonI4  aid  in  subverting  a  principle 
long  consecrated  in  the  Republican  craed.  If 
they  suffered  themselves,  by  indirection, >to  be 
driven  from  the  post  which  the  public  had  as- 
signed them,  he  could  not  permit  himself  to 
doubt  that  the  very  party  that  had  passed  the 
resolutions,  would  point  to  them  to  prove  that 
thtir  politieal  JHendi  had  never  admitted  the 
doctrine  of  instruction.  We  should  thus  be 
accessory  to  the  establishment  of  the  doctrine 
that  the  people,  through  their  Legislature,  had 
no  right  to  mstruct.  We  should  thus  contrib- 
ute to  establish  the  doctrine  that  Senators  of 
the  Federal  party,  if  hereafter  elected  firom  the 
State,  would  be  licensed  to  disobey  instructibns, 
and  should  be  irresponsible  to  the  people,  as 
they  would  no  doubt  quote  the$«  very  retoht- 
Uont  to  prove  that  instructions  were  no  part 
of  (A«%  political  creed.  It  would,  therefore, 
(repeated  Mr.  B.,)  be,  in  effect,  an  attadk  on  the 
doctrine  of  instruction,  if  we  acquiesced  in  them 
either  by  obedience  or  resignation,  and  would 
"be  a  surrender  of  a  great  question  of  public  lib- 
erty. Thus  we  should  be  placing  in  the  hands 
of  a  political  party,  already  denying  the  right 
of  instmotion,  and  asserting  other  dangerous 
doctrines  in  regard  to  popular  rights,  an  im- 
mense engine  to  beat  down  those  rights.  It 
was  placing  in  fheir  hands  an  instrument  which 
would  serve  as  a  sword  to  use  against  their  po- 
litical adversaries,  and  would  at  the  same  tune 
be  used  as  &  shield  to  ihelttr  and  protect  them- 
iehe»,  when  in  power,  ftom  instructions.  He, 
therefore,  should  consider  the  abandonment  of 
his  post,  under  such  circumstances,  as  an  aban- 
donment of  his  duty  to  the  people  whom  he 
represented,  and  as  betraying  a  want  of 
firmness  to  meet  the  crisis.  He  could  not  re- 
q>eot  himself  if  he  were  to  do  it,  and  he  sin- 
cerely trusted  that  his  high-minded  and  intelli- 
gent constituents  would  appreciate  his  motives 
and  the  delicacy  of  his  situation.  He  had  been 
sustained  by  them  with  a  firmness  and  fixedness 
of  purpose,  for  a  period  of  more  than  nine 

Sears,  through  many  trying  and  diflScnlt  events 
t  public  afiSdrs,  that  impressed  him  with  an 
indelible  sense  of  gratitude. 

He  had  never  sought  office  nor  desired  it  for 
himself;  nor  had  any  of  those  connected  with 
him  ever,  through  his  means,  enjoyed  office 
under  this  or  the  past  Administration.  He 
therefore  appealed  to  his  constituents  to  decide 
how  far  the  charge  of  "party  lerviUty "  ap- 
plied to  him,  or  to  his  pubUo  course.  In  order 
to  remoTe  ul  doubts  as  to  the  motives  whidb 


actuated  him,  and  to  show  that  he  desired  his 
public  course  should  be  t^ted  by  the  popular  w31 
of  his  State,  at  the  first  State  elections  whidi 
intervened,  he  had  come  to  the  detcnninaticm 
to  redgn  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  the  next  Legislature  of  his  State,  when 
they  should  assemble,  for  the  reeidae  of  his 
term  then  remaining. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  felt  deeply,  and  to  its  fu& 
extent,  the  great  responsibility  of  his  present 
situation.  But  at  a  great  orims  in  our  public 
a&irs,  when  the  very  existence  of  tree  govera- 
ment  was  at  stake,  when  an  evident  effort  was 
making  to  strip  the  people  of  their  politiod 
sovereignty,  and,  in  effect,  to  bansfer  it  to  the 
banking  corporations  of  the  country,  he  should 
dare  to  do  his  duty.  To  falter  under  such  dr- 
cumstanoes,  and  in  such  a  crisis,  and  to  abrink 
from  a  just  responsibility  from  a  fear  of  conse- 
quences, wonld,  while  it  betrayed  an  unbecom- 
ing timidity,  be  treachery  to  those  who  had 
committed  to  them  their  dearest  rights  and  in- 
terests. His  course,  therefore,  was  taken,  and 
it  was  for  his  constituents  to  dedde  on  it; 
and  to  that  decision  he  was  prepared  to  yield 
with  entire  deference. 

Mr.  Stbabgb  said:  It  is  with  great  rdno- 
tance,  Mr.  President,  that  I  occupy  the  pnUie 
time  and  attention  of  the  Senate,  up<Hi  matters 
which  seem  properly  to  rest  between  our  con- 
stituents and  my  colleague  and  myself.  Two 
considerations,  however,  prompt  me  to  occupy 
a  x>ortion  of  l)oth.  The  one  is,  the  established 
practice,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  Judge,  prevailing 
in  this  body,  on  like  occasions ;  and  the  other, 
its  being,  in  my  judgment,  the  most  eonvenient 
and  respectfU  mode  of  throwing  immediate 
before  our  constituents  our  purposes,  with  a 
short  statement  of  the  reasons  which  goremiia. 
I  find  myself  in  one  of  the  most  responsible 
positions  I  have  ever  occupied,  and  vaj  anxiou 
wish  has  been  so  to  act  as  to  ensure,  at  least, 
the  unwavering  approbation  of  my  own  eoo- 
Boience.  From  my  political  adversuHes,  I  have 
learned  to  know,  by  sad  experience,  that  I  have 
no  favor  to  hope  for,  and  not  even  Justice  to 
expect.  Act  as  I  may,  my  conduct  will  be  mb- 
represented  and  my  motives  impeached.  Eren 
from  my  political  friends,  I  have  reason  to  Sfp- 
prehend  division  in  their  judgment  of  my 
course,  while  I  know  they  wiU  do  justice  to  my 
motives. 

The  resolutions  just  read  come  ftt>m  a  sooree 
entitled  to  my  highest  respect  and  most  defer- 
ential consideration.  They  are  from  the  L^is- 
latore  of  a  State  to  which  I  am  deeply  indebt- 
ed, ways  without  number.  Though  but  an 
adopted  son  of  that  State,  she  has  heaped  upon 
me  kindnesses  fkr,  very  far,  beyond  my  des^ls, 
and  I  have  enjoyed  golden  opinions  fiar  beyond 
my  merits  from  all  sorts  of  people.  Though  not 
a  native  of  the  State,  there  has  my  heart  found 
the  objects  of  its  tenderest  affections,  and  thith- 
er does  it  turn  instinctively,  when  the  ma^ 
word  "home  "  stirs  within  it  those  holy  associa- 
tiona  which  so  other  word  has  power  to  •  wak«& 
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Coming,  then,  from  each  a  Boiiroe,  how  gladlj 
-woold  I  have  foond  myself  able  to  follow  in 
any  direction  to  which  they  might  point !  how 
ehewfolly  have  reposed  apon  aoch  a  counsellor, 
and  thrown  off  the  responsibility  of  acting  upon 
my  own  &llible  judgment  I  Had  these  resoln- 
tions  been  coached  in  terms  of  command,  no 
alternative  would  have  been  left  me  but  obe- 
dintoe  or  resignation.  Coming  as  they  do,  mere- 
ly in  the  language  of  oonnsel  or  advice.  I  should 
imheratatingTy  follow  that  counsel  could  I  do  so 
ooosiatently  with  my  sense  of  duty  and  my 
•wn  self-respect.  But  the  two  first  of  these 
remlntions  counsel  me  to  that  which  not  all  the 
terrors  of  an  auto  d«f»oovld  induce  me  to  per- 
form. Gracious  Heaven!  to  place  upon  the 
everlasting  records  of  my  country,  my  own 
declaration^  that  I  had  violated  her  constitution, 
upon  the  infamous  motive  of  party  servility  I 
No !  sooner  would  I  bite  off  my  tongue,  and 
qpit  it  back  in  the  faces  of  those  who  had  coun- 
selled snch  infamy,  however  high  and  di^^nified 
the  stations  they  might  filL  -  No  I  conscious  as 
I  am  of  having  been  actuated  in  what  I  did,  by 
motives  of  the  highest,  the  purest,  the  most 
patriotic,  I  am  proud  to  have  my  name  associ- 
ated with  the  act,  and  am  content  that  posterity 
xnay  judge  of  me  by  it  alone.  Mistaken  I  may 
liave  been,  but  never  was  corruption  farther 
from  my  heart.  If  those  were  corrupt  who  did 
tho  deed,  what  were  the  Legislatures  of  the 
noble  States  who  commanded  it  to  be  done  ?  I 
myself,  in  the  part  I  acted,  but  conformed  to 
the  express  instructions  of  the  Legislature  of 
North  Carolina.  A  Legislature  elected  when 
that  question  was  distinotl/  before  the  people ; 
and  notwithstanding  those  instmotions  were 
given,  a  Legislature,  a  minority  of  which  was 
fovorable  to  those  instructions,  was  again  elect- 
ed. I  could  not,  therefore,  with  proper  renteot 
to  the  Legislature  and  people  of  North  Carouna, 
by  whose  command  the  act  was  done,  censure 
it  in  the  manner  proposed,  if  there  was  nothing 
else  to  restrain  me. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  in  thus  remarking  upon 
the  resolutions,  to  impeach  the  motives  or 
impugn  the  conduct  of  those  who  passed  them. 
Ky  own  opinion  is,  that  family  quarrels  should 
never  be  carried  beyond  the  paternal  domain, 
snd,  if  I  have  any  thing  to  complain  of  in  the 
temper,  language,  or  snhstance  of  these  resolu- 
tions, on  a  different  theatre  will  that  complaint  be 
made.  Here,  at  least,  it  is  my  wish  and  my 
purpose  always  to  speak  respectfully  of  those 
whom  the  people  of  North  Carolina  shall  see  fit 
to  elevate  to  high  places. 

The  terms  of  the  resolution  having  placed 
conformity  to  them  entirely  out  of  the  question, 
it  remdnsto  be  considered  what  is  my  alterna- 
tive conrse.  Were  I  at  liberty  to  consult  the  sug- 
gestions of  impassioned  personal  pride,  I  should 
certainly  resim.  It  is  always  easier  to  retreat 
from  a  difficolfy  or  danger  than  to  encounter  it, 
and  abide  the  issue.  When  a  man  gets  into  a 
political  difficulty,  tho  shades  of  private  life 
aave  many  attractive  charms,  and  upon  them 


he  is  $tpi  to  cast  a  wishful  eye.  For  my  part, 
I  acknowledge  that  I  foel  myself  in  a  political 
difficulty,  .from  which  I  would  willingly  retreat, 
if  I  might  do  so  with  propriety.  But  the  ques- 
tion is  one  of  duty  simply,  and  not  of  choice. 
If  it  is  not  my  duty  to  resign,  it  is  my  duty  to 
remain  here.  One  or  the  other  is  clearly  obli- 
gatory uj)on  me ;  and  which,  is  the  question  ? 
As  I  said  before,  had  these  resolutions  been 
coached  in  the  language  of  command,  obedi- 
ence or  resignation  would  have  been  my  duty. 
I  accepted  the  trust  I  now  hold,  under  the  fidl 
knowledge  that  those  who  sent  me  here  expect- 
ed me  to  obey  instructions  when  received,  or 
resign.  Such  is  the  creed  of  the  political  party 
that  elected  me,  and  I  should  disappoint  their 
expectation^  if  I  refused  to  act  upon  that  prin- 
ciple; but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  should  be 
guilty  of  treachery  to  them  if,  upon  any  other 
ground  than  a  high  sense  of  duty,  I  surrendered 
the  post  to  which  they  have  assigned  me.  If 
the  Legislative  elections  in  North  Carolina 
were  shortly  to  occur,  my  position  would  be 
clear  of  all  difficulty.  I  would  at  once,  at  the 
close  of  this  session,  return  back  to  the  people 
tho  trust  I  hold,  to  be  conferred  by  them  ao- 
cording  to  their  pleasure.  But  in  the  long  in- 
terval to  ensue  before  another  election  in  that 
State,  very  calamitous  results  might,  in  my  ap- 
prehension, attend  an  immediate  resignation. 
Every  man  knows  that  a  most  important  polit- 
ical struggle  is  now  going  on  in  the  land,  preg- 
nant, as  all  admit,  with  the  most  interesting 
consequences.  Each  party  is  full  of  hope,  and 
expects  victory  ia  the  issue.  A  feather  may 
turn  the  scale.  The  diminution  of  force  on  one 
side,  or  a  slight  accession  on  the  other,  may 
decide  the  controversy.  And  shall  I  cast  in  a 
feather  into  the  scale  of  my  adversaries  ?  It  ia 
my  duty  to  stand  here,  'and  do  my  utmost  in 
advancement  of  those  principles  which  I  hold 
sacred.  It  is  my  duty,  if  for  no  other  reason 
but  to  keep  those  out  who  would  certainly  be 
sent  In  my  place.  I  know  there  are  many  men 
of  both  parties  in  North  Carolina  who  are  bet- 
ter qualified  than  myself  to  fill  this  station. 
But  of  the  many  able  sons  of  North  Carolina 
who  differ  with  me  in  political  opinion,  and 
for  whom  I  have  the  highest  personal  respect, 
I  should  reluctantiy  see  any  ono  here  at  the 
present  moment.  Those  who  sent  me  here, 
therefore,  have  a  right  to  expect  that  I  will 
maintain  my  post,  unless  driven  from  it  by 
some  paramount  principle,  and  that  I  do  not 
abandon  it  in  a  cowardly  manner,  npon  thef 
occurrence  of  the  first  difficulty.  There  is  but 
one  great  and  paramount  principle  which  can 
be  for  a  moment  supposed  to  demand  my  resig- 
nation ;  and  that  is  the  doctrine  of  instruction. 
Upon  that  doctrine  my  colleague  has  fully  and 
ably  enlarged.  Am  I,  then,  by  any  creed  upon 
that  subject,  placed  in  a  situation  to  render  my 
resignation  a  duty  ?  Of  the  political  party  of 
which  a  nugority  of  those  who  voted  for  ttiese 
resolutions  constitute  a  part,  it  is  a  principle 
that  there  is  no  right  in  the  Legislature  to  m- 
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(tract,  and,  oonseqaeotly,  no  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  Senator  either  to  obey  or  resign. 
No  complaint,  therefore,  can  be  made  by  them 
of  any  coarse  which  we  may  think  proper  to 
adopt.  Of  the  political  party  to  which  I  have 
been  attached,  the  creed  ia  to  be  found  in  Mr. 
Leigh's  celebrated  report  in  the  Virginia  Leg- 
islatare,  and  in  the  niiiform  practice  of  all  those 
Legislatores  who  have  attempted  any  efficient 
action  in  Federal  affurs.  In  the  document 
before  mentioned  it  is  said,  "  Senators  are  in- 
rtraoted,  and  Bepresentativen  requested ;  "  and 
it  goes  on  to  give  the  reason  for  this  differ- 
ence of  language,  th^  over  the  one  a  riglit  to 
command  is  clamed,  and  towards  the  other  the 
mere  tender  of  advice.  In  the  one  case,  they 
may  assume  to  declare  the  popular  will  m  the 
language  proper  to  the  expression  of  will — 
command;  and  when  so  expressed,  it  must 
stand  for  that  will,  whether  really  so  or  not. 
In  the  other,  their  command  does  not  stand  for 
the  popular  will,  and  the  responsibility  still 
retts  upon  the  Representative  to  find  out  what 
it  is.  This  difference  of  language  has  been 
nnifonnly  used,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  learn, 
in  all  resolutions  adopted  by  Legislatures  of  the 
different  States,  whenever  they  have  attempted 
any  direct  action  in  Federal  affairs.  They 
have  assumed  that  the  Legislature  is  recognized 
as  embodying  the  popular  will  of  the  State,  so 
filr  as  Senators  are  concerned,  whenever  they 
think  proper  to  use  language  appropriate  to  the 
utterance  of  will.  But  whenever  they  adopt 
only  such  luiguage  as  theymay  with  propriety 
use  to  a  Kepreeentative,  in  addressing  their 
Senators,  it  is  not  intended  to  be  more  opera- 
tive upon  the  one  than  the  other.  In  the  one 
case,  they  themselves  assume  the  responsibility, 
and  stand  between  the  Senator  and  the  people 
of  the  Stato.  In  the  other  they  do  not  under- 
take to  utter  the  public  will ;  but  while  thoy 
suggest,  leave  the  public  servant  to  judge  of 
tiiat  will  upon  his  own  responsibility.  Such 
has  been  the  obvious  understanding  of  all  the 
pr«oeding  Legislatures  of  North  Carolina,  who 
have  undertaken  to  address  their  agents  in  this 
body.  From  thoir  earliest  action,  down  to 
1834,  when  the  resolutions  were  passed  com- 
manding the  act  now  denounced  as  unconstitu- 
tional, and  dictated  by  party  servility,  they 
vsed  this  peculiar  phraseology.  Language  con- 
sists merely  of  the  signs,  which,  by  common 
eonsent,  Lave  been  received  as  representing 
particular  ideas.  Technical  language  frequently 
%  differs  from  common  language.  By  common 
eonsent,  the  word  iTutruetions  has  received  a 
technical  signification,  when  used  in  an  address 
by  the  Legislature  of  a  State  to  its  Senators  in 
Oongresa..  These  facts  were  all  known  to  the 
Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  which  passed 
the  resolutions  under  consideration.  Was, 
then,  the  omission  of  the  word  uniformly  used 
by  the  Legislatures  heretofore,  when  they  de- 
signed direct  action  upon  their  Senators,  an 
accidental  or  whimsical  omission  merely ;  and 
was  it  intended  or  believed  that  those  used 


would  be  coefficient  ?  1  have  not  the  slightest 
idea  tliat  it  was.  In  the  first  place  the  known 
belief  of  many  who  voted  for  theso  resolutions, 
that  the  Legislature  has  no  right  to  instruct 
Senators,  and  consequently  that  there  ia  no 
obligation  on  Senators  to  obey,  forbids  the  idea. 
They  could  not  have  intend^  what  they  be- 
lieved they  had  no  right  to  do.  Such  a  saa- 
picion  would,  I  am  persuaded,  do  them  great 
u^justice.  Thejust  conclusion  is,  that  they  meant 
to  do  just  what  they  have  done — the  expresn(» 
of  their  belief  that  public  opinion  is  what  they 
set  forth  in  those  resolutions  to  be  their  own 
opinions,  believing,  most  justly,  that  while  tiiey 
had  no  right  to  command  their  opinions  would 
be  most  respectfully  considered  by  their  Sen- 
ators. The  omission  of  the  word  instnetioa 
was  designed.  And  why!  Because  it  was 
well  known  that  a  peculiar  force  and  significa- 
tion was  attached  to  it,  and  an  operation  given 
to  it  which  they  did  not  approve,  and  tiierefore 
did  not  wish  to  sanction  by  its  use.  That  the 
omission  was  designed,  is  further  proven  by 
the  fact,  which  is  a  matter  of  history,  that  in 
both  Houses  a  proposed  amendment  by  ita  in- 
sertion was  rejected.  But  to  place  the  matter 
beyond  all  doubt,  my  colleague  and  mjstit  ad- 
dressed a  joint  letter  to  the  Legislature — not 
inquiring  what  effect  they  intended  their  reso- 
lutions to  have — not  implying  a  doubt  vhich 
we  did  not  entertain — but  openly  ded&ring 
what  we  firmly  believed,  that  we  should  not 
hold  them  as  instructions ;  at  the  same  time 
declaring  our  purpose  to  obey  or  rc^gn,  should 
we  be  instrnctei  This  letter  was  written  in 
the  most  perfect  sincerity  and  good  faith.  I 
care  not  who  may  think  proper  to  question  it. 
I  can  appeal  to  God  and  my  own  conscience 
for  my  tnith.  Bat  it  is  also  known  to  fnends 
here,  to  whom  I  declared  my  determination  to 
resign  if  my  construction  of  Uie  resolutions  was 
pronounced  erroneous.  It  was  not  so  pro- 
nounced. We  received  no  answer  to  our  com- 
manication.  The  vindication  of  my  sincerity 
in  addressmg  that  letter,  therefore,  presents 
a  strong  consideration  egunst  resignation.  If  I 
resign  now,  it  may  be  jnsUy  said  that  whoi  I 
wrote  my  letter  to  the  Legislature  I  conindered 
these  resolutions  as  instructions,  in  the  face  of 
my  declaration  to  the  contrary,  and  am  now 
borne  down  by  the  weight  of  my  convicUoiv 
I  still  think,  as  I  thought  then,  that  they  are 
not  instructions,  either  in  fact  or  according  to 
the  intention  of  most  of  those  who  voted  for 
them;  and  so  believing,  the  altematiye  of 
obedience  or  resignation  is  not  presented  to  aw. 
Is  there,  then,  any  obligation  upJon  me  to  rerignt 
Does  any  human  being  perceive  anyt  Who 
can  point  it  out  ?  Perfect  obedience  is  out  of 
the  question.  It  follows,  then,  in  my  judg- 
ment, that  for  the  present  it  is  my  duty  to  re- 
main here,  and,  while  I  do  not  treat  the  resdn- 
tions  as  instructions,  I  will  show  them  all  due 
respect,  and  give  to  them  such  influence  over 
my  conduct  as  my  judgment  may  approva  I 
have  Bud  that  bad  the  Legpislatnre  met  daring 
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the  ensaing  year,  I  wonld  resign  at  the  doae  of 
this  session ;  bnt  it  is  still  vaj  pnrpose  to  af- 
ford the  sovereign  people  of  North  Carolina  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  deciding  the  important 
question,  by  what  class  of  politicians  they 
choose  to  be  represented  in  this  body.  The 
Legislatore,  at  its  first  biennial  session,  shall 
have  an  opportonity  of  selecting  for  the  seat  I  fill 
a  Democrat  or  a  Federalist ;  one  who  thinks  it 
right  to  wipe  off  the  foul  and  tinjnst  stigma 
cast  upon  the  fame  of  Andrew  Jackson,  or  one 
who  is  for  perpetuating  it  throng^  all  genera- 
tions. This  they  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
doing,  under  a  fair  expression  of  popular  senti- 
ment, and  to  the  people  of  Korth  Carolina 
will  I  cheerfully  submit  the  Issue. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  contended  that  these 
resolutions  were  neither  indecorous  nor  disre- 
roeotfuL  [Mr.  Stbanob  said  he  made  no  allu- 
sion to  disrespectful  language.]  Mr.  C.  said  he 
nnderstood  at  least  one  of  the  Senators  to 
say  that  one  of  the  resolutions  was  disrespect- 
fa!  to  the  Senate.  [Mr.  Bbown  said  be  spoke 
of  one  of  the  resolutions ;  but,  emanating,  as 
they  did,  from  the  Legislature  of  his  State,  in 
no  possible  contingency  could  he  have  refused 
to  present  them.]  Mr.  C.  said,  if  there  was 
indecorum,  it  was  his  duty,  under  the  rules  of 
the    Senate,    not  to  present  the  resolutions. 

gir.  Bbowk  said  there  wos  a  very  marked  dif- 
rence  between  the  Legislature  of  a  sovereign 
State  and  individuals,  on  this  subject]  Mr,  C. 
said  he  was  not  aware  there  was  any  such  dis- 
tinction in  the  rules,  and  if  the  Legislature  of  a 
'  State  uses  disrespectftil  language,  it  is  no  more 
to  be  received  than  if  it  were  from  a  priVate 
citizen.  Bnt  the  Senators  gave  as  a  reason 
for  not  complying  with  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature,  that  they  did  not  contain  the 
word  "  instruct."  He  thoaght  it  was  infinitely 
more  respectful  to  those  receiving  the  instruc- 
tions, not  to  use  the  word  instruct.  Sir,  sup- 
pose I  say  to  my  man  Charles,  please  bring  me 
my  boots  or  shoes,  and  he  does  it  with  alacrity ; 
but,  if  I  should  say,  Charles,  I  instruct  yon  to 
bring  me  my  boots,  he  would  think  it  strange 
language,  and,  very  probably,  would  ask  me 
for  an  explanation.  Mr.  C.  said,  while  the 
Senators  expressed  their  disinclination  so 
atrongly  to  obeying  these  instructions,  they 
eeemod  altogether  to  overlook  that  there  was 
ftn  alternative  presented  to  them — ^that  of  resig- 
nation. 

Mr.  Stkakoe  replied,  that  he  certainly  felt 
mnch  indebted  to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Clat,)  for  the  advice  he  had  seen  proper 
to  volunteer  ou  the  present  occasion.  But  it 
had  been  very  long  since  it  had  been  his  wont 
to  look  for  political  information  from  that  quar- 
ter. On  the  contrary,  he  viewed  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  with  all  his  talents,  rather  as 
a  beacon  than  a  guide,  and  when  a  course  was 
indicated  by  him,  generally  considered  it  a 
reason  for  shunning,  rather  than  pursuing  it. 
It  was  not,  therefore,  to  be  consiaered  at  all 
remarkable,  if  his  suggestions,  on  the  present 


occasion,  should  have  but  little  weight.  The 
Senator  is  pleased  to  say  that  he  considers  my 
complaint,  that  I  have  neither  favor  nor  Jnstioe 
to  expect  from  my  political  opponents,  a  little 
gratmtous.  No  man  knows  better  where  th« 
shoe  pinches  than  he  who  wears  it.  The  Sen- 
ator knows  nothing  of  the  ground  npon  which 
this  complaint  is  made,  and  has,  therefore,  no 
right  to  say  whether  it  is  gratuitous  or  not. 
He,  Mr.  S.,  had  said,  that  sad  experience  had 
warned  him  not  to  expect  either  favor  or  jus- 
tice from  his  political  opponents — and  he  said 
so  truly.  Ana  now  that  the  Senator  had  some- 
what forced  it  upon  him,  ho  would  remark, 
that  no  man  had  shown  more  comity  or  defer* 
ence  to  his  political  opponents  than  himself; 
and  yet  not  only  the  scurrilous  partisan  news- 
papers of  the  country,  but  even  by  those  with 
whom  he  had  exchanged  the  courtesies  of  life, 
and  from  whom  he  heid  parted  with  the  grasp 
of  friendship,  had  his  motives  been  assdled  and 
his  conduct  impeached.  With  such  facts  before 
him,  he  might  well  say  that  he  could  expect 
neither  favor  nor  justice  from  his  political  op- 
ponents. The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  he  said, 
with  on  unfairness  and  coarseness  whidi  he  had 
not  thought  altogether  becoming,  had  observed, 
that  in  remarking  upon  the  impracticability  of 
obedience,  he  (Mr.  S.)  and  his  colleague  seemed 
to  have  overlooked  another  alternative,  and 
that  was  resignation.  Now,  unless  the  Sena- 
tor's senses  were  less  acute  than  usual,  he  must 
have  heard  both  him  and  his  colleague  very 
distinctly  advert  to  that  alternative,  and  him- 
self to  declare  that  were  he  at  liberty  to  act  in 
obedience  to  his  own  feelings,  he  wonld  resign ; 
bnt  that,  nnder  present  circumstances,  a  high 
sense  of  duty  to  those  who  sent  Mm  here  com- 
pelled him  to  remain.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky then  takes  up  the  doctrine  of  instruction, 
and,  according  to  his  wont  in  the  absence  of 
argument  and  reason,  attempts  to  drive  us  firom 
our  position  by  raillery  ana  jest,  and  for  that 
pnrpose  parades  before  us  that  ever  favorite 
and  fertile  theme,  his  man  Charles,  and  enters- 
tains  the  Senate  with  a  dialogue  between  him- 
self and  that  distinguished  personage.  But  his 
illustration  has  no  application  to  the  subject. 
There  is  no  parity  between  the  relationship 
subsisting  between  the  sovereignty  of  a  State 
and  its  representative  upon  tliis  floor,  and  that 
between  the  Senator  and  his  slave.  He  was 
^d  Mr.  8.)  the  servant  of  the  people  of  North 
Carolina,  but  not  their  slave,  or  the  slave  of 
any  other  man.  He  served  the  people  of  North 
Carolina,  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  discern,  in 
compliance  with  the  public  will ;  and  when  he 
could  not  conscientiously  conform  to  that  will, 
he  would  resign.  Poor  Charles  had  no  sooh 
alternative.  It  the  Senator's  title  to  him  is 
good,  he  is  his  slave,  and  he  must  yield  obe- 
dience in  whatever  way  he  may  think  proper 
to  address  him :  he  cannot  resign.  Whetner 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  is  able  to  perceive 
any  difference  in  the  signification  of  certain 
terms,  is  a  matter  with  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  had 
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lufthing  to  do.  'When  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky spoke,  it  would  be  for  t£e  Senator  from 
Kentuckj  to  interpret  its  language ;  and  he 
(Mr.  8.)  would  be  very  far  from  indelicately 
obtruding  bis  advice.  Bat  when  the  Le^a- 
tore  of  North  Carolina  spoke  to  his  colleague 
and  himself  it  belonged  to  them  to  interpret ; 
and  he  recognized  the  right  of  no  one  to  inter- 
fere in  the  matter. 

As  he  understood  the  opinions  of  the  people 
of  North  Carolina,  they  recognized  a  difference 
between  instructions  and  other  language  used 
by  the  Lej^Iatare.  When  he  was  elected  to 
his  present  position,  he  came  into  it  with  a 
detennination  to  act  conformably,  as  far  as  pos- 
dble,  to  the  popular  will,  the  principle  which 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  admitted  to  be 
eorrect ;  and  the  only  question  was,  what  was 
the  popular  will  ?  Be  believed  a  part  of  the 
popular  will  in  North  Carolina  was,  that  when 
the  Legislature  instructed  a  Senator  to  vote  for 
or  against  a  particnlw  measure,  such  instruc- 
tion should  stand  with  him  for  the  popular  will, 
whatever,  in  truth,  the  popular  will  night  be ; 
bat  that,  when  not  instructed,  it  was  his  duty 
to  exercise  his  best  judgment,  and  ascertain, 
firom  the  several  sources  within  his  reach,  what 
was,  upon  the  whole,  the  popular  will.  He 
believed,  therefore,  that  he  would  act  in  con- 
fi>rmity  to  the-  public  will  in  North  Carolina, 
whenever  instructed  by  the  Legislature  either 
to  obey  or  resign ;  but  to  treat  every  thing  else 
coming  from  the  Legislature  as  merely  adviso- 
ry, and  conform  to  it  or  not,  as,  in  his  judg- 
ment, it  either  did  or  did  not  concur  with  the 
popular  will.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  in- 
timates that  our  course  of  reasoning  leads  to 
the  oondusion  that  even  if  the  word  instruct 
had  been  used,  we  should  have  been  at  liberty 
to  look  behind  this  legislative  declaration,  and 
ascertain  wh^  was,  in  fact,  the  popular  will. 
In  his  (Mr.  S.'s)  judgment,  the  reasoning  led 
to  no  such  result,  but  precisely  the  contrary. 
^ey  had  expressly  stated  that  they  believed 
it  to  be  the  popular  will  in  North  Carolina, 
that  whenever  the  Legislature  instructed,  such 
instmotions  are  to  be  taken  as  the  popular  will, 
and  acted  upon  as  such  ;  but  in  the  absence  of 
BOoh  instmotions,  the  Senator  must,  at  his  own 
peril,  ascertain  that  will. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  conclusion, 
radier  nngeneronsly,  as  he  thought,  chided  him 
and  his  o^eague  for  not  bringing  forward  these 
resolutions  last  week  when  the  land  bill  was 
under  dlscossion.  If  the  Senator  fh>m  Ken- 
tacky  would  tax  his  recollection,  he  would  find, 
that  at  this  session  of  Congress,  upon  evet7 
test  question  upon  the  graduation  bill,  both  his 
colleague  and  himself  had  voted  against  it. 
As  he  had  said  before,  he  should  always  vote 
in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  his  State,  so  far 
as  he  could  understand  them,  when  they  did 
not  conflict,  in  his  Judgment,  with  any  great 
prindplc  which  he  had  no  right  to  disregard. 
Last  year  he  voted  for  the  graduation  bill, 
onder  (a*  he  now  thought)  a  ndstaken  impres- 


sion, that  pnbUc  sentiment  in  North  Oarolinsi 
if  not  in  ftivor  of  it,  was  at  least  qmesoent- 
But  he  hoped  never  to  see  a  year  whoi  1m 
could  not  look  back  and  say,  "  I  am  wiser  tim 
year  than  I  was  last."  He  was  now  ineUned 
to  think  that  the  m^ority  of  the  people  of 
North  Carolina  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  tod 
should  therefore  unhesitatingly  vote  agaimt 
it. 

Mr.  Bbowic,  in  rising  to  reply  to  the  Senttw 
from  Kentncl^,  (Mr.  Clit,)  who,  witii  his  «e- 
etutomed  delieaey,  had,  in  a  very  extraordinaiy 
manner,  presented  himself  before  that  body,  to 
arraign  the  course  of  his  colleague  and  himaeli^ 
s(ud :  That,  in  the  outset  of  his  remai^  he 
should  protest  agunst,  and  peremptorily  ohsi- 
lenge,  the  right  of  the  Senator  to  interfere  in  s 
question  punly  between  themselves  and  tbw 
constituents.  What  right  had  that  Senator  to  as- 
sume upon  himself  the  authority  thns  attempted 
to  be  exercised  by  him  t  From  whom  did  be 
derive  his  authority  f  Where  were  his  creden- 
tials! Who  had  constituted  him  their  tUxit- 
ney,  in  ftct,  thus  to  arraign  the  course  of 
members  on  this  floor! 

Having  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  thus  emphati- 
oally  to  except  to  the  assumed  power  of  Uie 
Senator,  and  considering  that  he  had  been  fiiir- 
ly  ousted  of  the  jurisdiction  that  he  had  soogbt 
to  assert,  he  would  now  go  a  step  farther,  tod 
say  that  he  ahonld  peremptorily  decline,  from 
high  considerations  of  what  was  due  to  hinuctf 
and  his  own  rights,  to  notice  any  of  the  topioi 
introduced  by  him,  or  to  Join  issue  with  him  on 
any  one  of  the  questiona  which  he  seeks  to 
raise,  in  reference  to  the  manner  of  discharging 
our  duties  as  members  of  this  lx>dy.  li,  how- 
ever, he  had  considered  it  incumbent  on  him- 
self to  reAise  to  Join  issnc  with  the  Senator  on 
any  of  the  topics  raised  by  him,  yet  there  were 
some  other  tningt  which  it  was  his  purpose  to 
say  to  him  before  he  conelnded  his  remarks. 

In  the  first  place,  his  constitaents  would  no 
doubt  feel  exceedingly  obliged  to  that  gentle- 
man, whose  political  course  had  long  been  dis- 
tinguished for  its  peculiar  decotion  to  Sonthem 
interests,  for  having  volunteered,  on  the  pies- 
ent  occasion,  to  appear  as  the  champion  of  their 
rights.  The  frienos  of  the  great  right  of  in- 
struction will,  no  doubt,  in  every  part  of  the 
comitry,  learn  with  no  littie  surprise  that  the 
Senator  has  become  its  advocate  and  eulogiitl 
What,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  Senator  from  Kentacky 
now  assuming  to  pronotmce,  with  oracular  cer- 
tainty and  authonty,  the  tme  doctrines  of  the 
right  of  instruction !  How  long,  he  would  adL 
had  it  been  since  that  gentieman  had  entitled 
himself  to  become  its  teacher  and  exponnderl 
Was  it  from  the  eminent  services  rendered  by 
him  to  its  principles,  when  instructions  were 
coming  from  a  miyority  of  the  States  of  this 
Union  to  their  Senators  on  this  floor,  directing 
them  to  sustain  the  late  Administration  in  the 
mighty  conflict  then  waging  agunst  it  by  tiie 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  tbe  politic*! 
partj  acting  in  concert  with  it!    Whodoesnot 
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remember  that  gentleman's  course  on  that 
most  important  occasion  ?  A  majority  of  the 
Btatee  of  this  Union,  believing  that  a  great 
crisis  in  onr  pnblio  affairs  bad  arrived,  sent  res- 
olutions here  to  their  Senators,  instmcting  them 
directly  and  peremptorily — ^not  resolutions  so 
framed  as  to  be  in  effect  fraudulent  in  regard 
to  that  great  right,  bnt  resolutions  commanding 
their  Senators,  in  terms  pliun  and  unequivocal, 
to  carry  out  their  wishes.  Did  the  Senator 
then  stand  forth  as  their  defender  and  vindica- 
tor !  Did  he  exhort  the  large  number  of  his 
E"lical  friends,  then  boldly  violating  and  de- 
g  positive  instructions,  to  respect  that  great 
aine  !  No,  said  Mr.  B.,  his  course  was  far 
otherwise.  We  then  heard  daily  anathemas 
from  his  .political  friends  against  instructions ; 
the  popular  voice  was  scouted,  although  it  had 
been  expressed  in  some  instances  twict  or  thrie« 
to  some  of  the  gentleman's  friends,  in  the  shape 
of  poutive  commands,  and,  standing  foremost 
among  those  who  animated  them  to  resist  the 
win  of  their  constituents,  and  exhorted  them  to 
unyielding  firmness  in  that  course,  was  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  himself;  and  yet  he 
now  undertakes  to  become  a  lecturer  to  others 
on  the  great  principle  of  instruction ! 

Who  did  not  remember  the  reception  given 
in  this  body,  during  the  famous  panic  session, 
to  the  instructions  sent  by  the  patriotic  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  to  her  Senators,  the  first 
movement  of  the  kind,  directing  them  to  vote 
for  expnngingthecondeinnatory  sentence  against 
President  Jackson,  and  to  sustain  his  adminis- 
tration agunst  the  war  then  waged  by  the  Op- 
position party,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  t  The  able  Republican  Senator,  who 
presented  them,  was  assailed  in  debate  on  this 
floor,  his  State  insulted,  and  even  the  common 
oourtesy  of  printing  the  resolutions  of  instruc- 
tion was  refused  by  the  political  friends  of  the 
BenatoiL  who  then  held  the  power  in  this  body. 
With  what  propriety,  then,  he  demanded,  could 
a  political  party,  who  had  trampled  on  the 
tight  of  instmction,  scorned  and  contemned  the 
pnblie  will,  by  the  most  high-handed  outrages, 
whenever  and  wherever  they  had  possessed 
power,  with  what  propriety  could  they  re- 
proach others,  in  regard  to  their  course,  when 
no  instructions  had  been  given  them ! 

His  constituents  would,  no  doubt,  be  exceed- 
ingly obliged  for  the  advice  of  a  gentleman  in 
their  affairs,  who  had  been  conspicuously  asso- 
ciated as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  what 
was  fkmiliarly  known,  in  this  country,  by  the 
name  of  the  "  Ctalition-  AdminUtration." 
Judging  from  their  past  sentiments  in  regard  to 
it,  he  di^  not  believe  that  they  possessed,  at 
this  time,  any  very  strong  desire  to  witness  its 
restoration  to  power  in  any  shape.  If  one 
member  of  that  bygone  administration  had  a 
right  to  interfere  in  their  affurs,  by  offering 
advioe,  the  great  political  high  priest  himself 
who  beaded  it,  may,  with  the  same  propriety, 
olaim  to  offer  his.  And  where  now  is  the  head 
of  that  fiunons  administration,  and  what  are  his 


daily  occupations  ?  Fallen  from  what  was  due 
to  the  dignity  of  his  fbrmer  station,  he  is 
almost  daily  engaged  in  the  di^usting  and 
wretched  pursuit  ot  Abolition agitationl 

Where,  Mr.  B.  would  ask,  were  the  political 
frimdt  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  re- 
sided north  of  the  Potomac,  with  some  honor- 
able ezoeptlons,  to  be  found  on  that  questitm  ? 
The  great  mass  of  them  were  found,  in  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  in  the  Legidative  halls 
of  their  reroeotive  States,  pursuing  a  course  in 
direct  hMlMitu  to  the  South.  There  was  not 
a  State  Legislature  north  of  the  Potomac,  in 
which  the  political  friends  of  that  Senator  had 
obtained  power,  unless  in  those  where  slavery 
existed,  that  resolutions  attacking  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  South  on  the  vitally  impor- 
tant question  of  slavery  had  not  passed  I  And 
be  it  said  to  the  immortal  honor  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  the  Norths  who  have  been  so 
scandalously  calumniated  by  moet  of  the  Fed- 
eral presses  of  the  South,  on  that  question,  that 
while  their  Senators  and  Bepresentatives,  in 
almost  an  entire  body,  have  sustained  our  just 
rights  in  the  two  branches  of  Congress,  there 
is  not  a  single  State  nortji  of  the  Potomac,  in 
which  the  Democratic  party  have  had  the  power 
in  its  Le^latnre,  that  they  have  not,  in  the 
noble  spirit  of  justice  and  union,  passed  resolu- 
tions strongly  tuttaining  ths  rights  of  their  sis- 
ter confederate  States  of  the  South  1 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had,  to  illustrate 
his  views  of  the  right  of  instruction,  referred 
to  his  own  servant,  and  his  obligations  to  obey 
his  commands,  when  givAi  by  him.  In  allnd- 
ing  to  his  remarks  on  this  subject,  it  was  no 
part  of  his  purpose  (said  Mr.  B.  )  to  join  issue 
with  him,  and  to  debate  that  point,  as  he  in- 
tended carefhlly  to  preserve  the  ground  faken 
at  the  outset  of  his  remarks,  not  to  admit,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  his  jurisdiction  on  this  sub- 
ject, by  joining  issue  with  him  on  any  question 
which  he  had  thought  proper  to  raise ;  but  he 
would  answer  him  somewhat  after  the  Yankee 
manner,  by  asking  another  question.  Let  us 
suppose  (said  Mr.  B.)  that  a  servant  who  desir- 
ed occupation,  had  applied  three  several  times 
to  a  farmer  or  planter  for  employment^  and 
that  that  farmer  or  planter  had  three  timesu 
either  from  a  supposed  want  of  honesty  or  skill 
in  the  applicant,  in  pretty  plain  and  posi- 
itive  language,  rejected  his  importunities  to 
enter  his  service :  what  would  be  the  opinion 
of  the  world  as  to  the  modesty  which,  under 
such  circumstances,  could  venture  a  fourth  im- 
portunity ?  He  thought  this  very  like  the  case 
of  a  distingnisbed  individual,  who  had  present- 
ed himself  three  times  to  the  American  people 
to  be  employed  in  a  certain  high  station,  and 
who  had  been  three  times  signally  rejected ; 
uid,  if  public  rumor  was  now  to  bie  credited, 
was  again  prepared  for  a  fourth  rebuff  by  the 
popular  voice. 

Again,  Mr.  B.  said,  his  constituents  would,  no 
doubt,  feel  and  appreciate  adefence,  coming  from 
a  gentleman  whose  almost  entire  public  oootse^ 
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for  a  series  of  years,  had  been  directly^  at  war 
with  their  rights  and  interests ;  a  Senator  whose 
miscalled  American  sy^stem,  until  thrown  off  by 
detemtined  resistance,  had,  for  a  series  of  years, 
impovMished  and  desolated  the  South,  oppress- 
ed her  citizens,  and  almost  mined  her  com- 
merce ;  a  Senator,  whose  favorite  system  of 
policy  he  declared  most  solemnly,  in  his  opinion, 
had  aimed  a  more  &tal  blow  at  the  constitution, 
and  Union  of  the  States,  than  any  other  and  all 
other  measures  combined.  A  system  which 
had,  at  one  time,  shaken  the  pillars  of  our 
glorious  confederacy  to  their  very  foundations ; 
and  which  had  created,  and,  he  feared,  had  es- 
tablished those  dangerous  sectional  prejudices 
and  feelings  which  were  destined  to  endure  too 
long  for  me  harmony  and  safety  of  our  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  B.  had  -now  finished  saying  what  he  felt 
doe  to  himself  and  to  the  occasion,  and  due  to 
the  interference  which  his  remarks  were  in- 
tended to  repel. 


Thubsdat,  January  10. 
Oraditation  Bitt. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  reduction  and  gradua- 
tion of  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  The  ques- 
tion being  on  the  amendment  Eubmitted  by 
Mr.  OiiT,  of  Kentucky,  to  limit  the  reduc- 
tion to  lands  only  that  have  been  in  the  market 
fifteen  years,  and  to  the  quantities  of  80,  160, 
and  820  acres,  according  to  the  rate  of  reduc- 
tion, and  further  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  after  1840  among 
the  several  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Olat  addressed  the  Senate  in  favor  of 
his  amendment,  after  which 

Mr.  BucHAiTAir  addressed  the  Senate  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendments,  and  in  favor  of  the 
bill  as  at  present  amended ;  after  which 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Olat'b 
amendments,  and  they  were  r^ected — as  fol- 
lows: 

YxAS. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Oit- 
tenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Prentiss, 
Bobbins,  Smith  of  mdiana,  Sontiiard,  Swift,  and  Tip- 
ton—18. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Oalboan,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Foster,  Fulton,  Habbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Kicholas, 
Niles,  Korvell,  Freston,  Rives,  Roane,  RobinBon, 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams  of  Maine, 
Williams  of  Miss.,  Wright,  and  Young— 29. 

Mr.  Bbnton  then  submitted  the  fifty  cent 
clause  of  Mr.  Olat's  amendment — to  pwmit 
actual  settiers  to  enter  lands  that  have  been  in 
the  market  fifteen  years,  at  fifty  cents  per  acre, 
the  quantity  being  limited  to  eighty  acres  for 
each  actual  settler. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to — as  fol- 
lows: 

Tbab.— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay  of 
"-"■ — ,  Caay  of  Kentndiy,  Ciittoiden,  Foster,  Ful- 


ton, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McKean,  Menick, 
MoQtoD,  jfficholas,  Norvell,  B(d>in8on,  South  of  In- 
diana, Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Williami  <£  Mini. 
sippi,  and  Young — 24. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Brown,  Budianan,  Cilhotm,  Dirii, 
Hubbard,  Knight,  Nilcs,  Prentiss,  Preston,  ISires, 
Roenejltobbins,  Buggies,  Southard,  Strange,  Swift, 
Wall,  Williams  of  MSue,  and  Wri^t— 19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama, 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed  «8  it 
present  amended,  and 
The  Senate  adjonmed. 


TiTESDAT,  January  15. 
Cfradtiation  ofih»  Friee  tf  tM»  PublU  Lmii. 

The  bill  for  the  graduation  and  reduction  of 
the  price  of  the  public  lands,  came  up  as  the 
unfinished  business;  and  after  a  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  CALHOtm,  Batabd,  Bobinboj, 
and  CiJiT,  of  Kentucky,  took  part,  the  qnestioB 
was  taken  on  ordering  it  to  be  engrossed  fbri 
third  reading,  and  was  decided  in  the  affinna- 
tive — ^yeas  27,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — Messrs,  AUen,  Benton,  Buchamn,  Oa 
of  Alabama,  Cuthbcrt,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hablant, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicfaobs, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smitli  of 
Connecticut,  &nith  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  \falka'. 
White,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and  Torag 
—27. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Ba]«rd,  Brown,  Oalhom,  Chjaf 
Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Davia,  Knight,  McKean,  M«» 
rick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bivesi,  Rouie,  RobUns,  Ki^ 
ries,  Southard,  ^>enoe.  Strange,  Swift,  TalliiMlgt, 
WaU,  and  Williams  of  Maine— 22. 


TmiBSDAT,  January  17. 
Oradvation  BiU, 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  gradnatipn  inJ 
reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  c»m# 
up  on  its  third  reading,  Messrs.  Olat,  Cil- 
Hoim,  BttoHANAN,  N11.E8,  BsNTON,  and  Ese 
addressed  the  Senate,  and  the  question  on  tbs 
passage  oif  the  bill  being  taken,  resulted  m 
foUows : 

Y1A8.— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Bad»nui,  Osf 
of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Foster,  Fulton,  HaUi«< 
King,  T.itin^  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  KldnhA 
NUea;,  NorveU,  Fierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  rf 
Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Witter, 
White,  Williams  of  Misaasippi,  Wrij^t,  and  ToBBg 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  CaJbonn,  <MJ* 
Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  ■•■ 
rick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rlvcs,  Rome,  Robbim,  WT 
ries.  Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  JMnMg^ 
WaU,  and  WiUiams  of  Mune— 22. 


Thitbsdat,  January  84. 

Ptoeeed$  o/thePtiblie  Ixmi*. 

Mr.  Bsztton  subidtted  fte  foDowing  resd«- 
tion: 
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Jietolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate  whether  any,  and  If 
any,  how  mudi,  would  have  been  the  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  if  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  appropriate 
for  a  limited  time  the  proceeds  of  the  Bsjes  of  the 
poblic  lands  of  tlie  United  States,  and  for  granting 
land  to  certun  States,"  which  passed  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  had  received  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  been  acted  upon  up  to  the  Ist  day  of  Jan- 
11017,  1889- 

Mr.  Bentow  observed  that  his  reason  for  of- 
fering this  resolution  was  apparent.  A  resola- 
tion  had  passed  the  Senate,  calling  npon  the 
Secretary  for  information  as  to  the  amount  that 
wonld  have  been  distribnted  to  each  of  the 
States  of  this  Union  under  the  distribntion  land 
bill,  -which  was  vetoed  by  President  Jackson, 
had  tiiat  bill  become  a  law.  An  answer  to  that 
resolution  had  been  received,  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  the  sum  that  would  have  been  dis- 
tribnted was  fifty-seven  and  a  half  miUions  of 
dinars.  Now  he  wished  also  to  ascertain  what 
now  would  be  the  deficit  in  the  Treasury  bad 
that  distribution  taken  place. 

Mr.  NoBVELL  rose  to  avail  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity presented  by  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri,  to  correct  a  mistake  into 
which  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  had  fallen,  in  the  table  which  he  had 
forniahed  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  which  were  proposed  to  be  dis- 
tribnted among  the  several  States  by  the  bill  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat,)  which 
received  the  veto  of  President  Jackson  in  1838. 
The  Commissioner  had  stated  that  certun  sums 
nnder  the  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  proposed 
for  the  new  States  in  that  bill,  and  certain 
specified  sums  nnder  the  general  distribntion 

Sroposed  by  it,  would  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
[ichigan  and  Arkansas.  If  he  remembered 
rightly,  not  a  cent  would  have  been  received 
nnder  that  bUl  by  either  Michigan  or  Arkansas. 
They  were  at  tiiat  period  Territories  of  the 
United  States.  Ko  participation  was  allowed 
to  them  in  that  bill.  It  depended  npon  the 
sabseqnent  pleasure  of  Congress,  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  another  law,  whether  Michigan  or  Ar- 
kansas, would  each  have  received  any  portion  of 
the  moneys  which  were  to  be  distributed,  if  that 
Inll  had  become  a  law.  He  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  make  this  statement  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  constituents  at  home. 

The  resolution  was  then  laid  on  the  table  till 
to-morrow. 

SaUJhttjf. 

Mr.  Bbhton,  in  pursaanoe  of  notice  giyen, 
asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  aboli^  the 
duty  on  salt,  and  to  repeal  the  fishing  bonnties 
and  allowances  dependent  npon  the  same. 

Mr.  B.  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in  ex- 
planation and  support  of  the  bill ;  after  which, 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  Davis,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table  till  to-morrow. 


HOCSB  OF  BEPRK8ENTATIVB8. 

Thubsdat,  January  24. 
Mnaneial  Statement — Bhmeniet  of  the  Oo««n^ 
ment,  Comparative  and  Aetual^Inerea$e  of 
Expeniiture — Canute   of  it — Diffisrenee  he- 
taeen  ExmeMafor  the  mpport  of  the  Ooverti- 
ment  ana  Extraordinariet. 
Mr.  Cambbelkko,  by  leave,  stated  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  wished  to  make 
a  report,  containing  at  large  the  views  of  that 
committee  in  regard  to  the  state  of  the  finances 
generally ;   and  said  that  the  committee  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that,  should  Congress 
authorize  the  usual  amount  of  new  appropria* 
tioDs,  and  the  three  millions  proposed  for  rorti- 
fications,  harbors,  &c.,  it  woula  be  necessary 
to  provide  five  or  six  millions  for  the  Treasury,' 
in  addition  to  all  resources  and  receipts  exist- 
ing or  contemplated. 

[The  report  having  been  made,  it  was  read  as  fol- 
lows, and  afterwards  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed.] 

Our  Federal  expenditures  have  been  rapidly, 
though  irregularly.  Increasing,  from  1789  to  the 
present  time.  The  fluctuations  appear  to  have 
been  simultaneous  with  an  increamng  or  decreasing 
revenue — an  overflowing  Treasury  uuiformly  pro- 
ducing a  sudden  augmentation  of  our  appropria- 
tions. Independent,  however,  of  such  occasional 
extravagance,  it  was  natural  to  anticipate,  especially 
in  the  first  half  .century  of  its  existence,  a  steady 
increase  in  the  civil,  military,  and  naval  expendi- 
tures of  a  Government  which  had  no  such  establish- 
ments at  its  origin ;  and  parUcularly  in  a  country 
which  has,  in  so  short  a  period,  doubled  the  num- 
ber of  States  in  the  Confederacy,  enlarged  its  boun- 
dary of  settlement  to  near  five  times  its  extent  in 
1790,  increased  its  population  from  less  than  four 
to  near  seventeen  millions,  and  extended  its  post 
routes  from  1,875  to  near  135,000  miles. 

Before  noticing  the  permanent  expenditures  of 
the  Gkivemment,  it  is  proper  to  advert  to  those  of 
an  occasional  or  temporary  character,  which  have 
very  largely  and  unavoidably  increased  the  amount 
of  our  annual  appropriations  for  a  few  years  past ; 
these  are  in  the  Indian  branch  of  the  pul^lic  service. 
The  expenditures  for  Indian  lands  and  wars  have 
amounted,  within  a  'few  years  past,  to  about  fifty 
miUions  of  dollars.  The  purchase  of  their  lands,* 
and  the  removal  of  the  Indians  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi, were  unavoidably  connected  with  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  however  it  might  affect  the 
various  tribes.  It  is  satlsGwtory  to  know  that  their 
condition  has  been  ameliorated  by  removal.  The 
addition  of  thirteen  new  States  to  the  Union,  em- 
bracing within  their  boundaries  most  of  these  tril>ea, 
made  it  necessary,  especially  in  latter  years,  to  pur- 
chase their  lands.  In  order  to  advance  cirilizatlon ; 
to  remove  obvious  obstructions  to  the  settlement 
and  cultivation  of  the  country ;  to  prevent  collision, 
and  to  preserve  the  lives  and  proi>erty  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  our  States  and  Territories  from  Indian 
depredations.  These  purchases  have  also  been 
founded,  almost  exclusively,  upon  compacts  formed 
with  some  States  more  than  thirty  years  ago ;  on 
oar  implied  obligation  to  other  States ;  and  on  rea- 
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olutiona  and  appropriatioos  by  both  Houaea  of  Con- 
greaa,  extending  through  every  adminiatration  of 
uie  GoTernment.  They  were,  moreover,  jusUfiable 
on  loere  finaneial  groundtL  By  referring  to  the 
documenta  anndzed,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  have 
acquired  by  Indian  treaties,  once  the  4th  of  Uarch, 
1829,  about  one  hnndrad  and  ten  miUiona  of  acres. 
There  now  remains,  of*  unbought  Indian  lands,  kss 
tlian  thirty-five  millions  of  acres.  No  extraordinary 
expenditure  can,  therefore,  be  hereafter  anticipated 
for  this  object,  nor  is  it  prolwble  that  there  will  be 
•och  extravagant  demands  upon  the  Treasury  for 
Indian  wars,  owing  to  the  removal  of  almoet  all  the 
tribes,  and  to  a  change  in  the  plan  of  operations  in 
Honda,  but  principtdly  to  the  recent  increase  of 
the  army.  Ooe-Iuuf  of  the  amount  expended  in 
these  wars  has  undoubtedly  arisen  litnD  the  extraor- 
dinary expenses  arising  from  suddenly  calling  into 
the  field  numerous  bodies  of  militia  and  volunteers, 
which  we  were  obliged  to  do  in  conseqnence  of 
the  inadequate  force  of  the  regular  army.  The 
increase  of  that  force  will  enable  Government,  in 
some  degree,  to  dispense  with  these  calls  in  future ; 
and  many  millions  in  our  annual  expenditures 
will  be  saved  by  preventing  IndUn  depredations, 
and  promptiy  suppressing  them  when  they  may 
occur. 

Owing  to  appropriations  of  the  character  referred 
to,  and  to  others  which  will  be  noticed,  there  is  a 
very  considerable  apparent  increase  of  the  Federal 
expenditures  in  the  last  ten  years.  The  appropria- 
tions for  1838,  including  those  under  permanent 
acts,  amounted  to  about  thirty-eight  millions  of 
dollars.  In  comparing  these  with  toe  expenditures 
in  1829,  the  following  items  will  be  found  in  the 
former  which  were  not  in  the  latter,  viz : 

For  preventing  and  sappress- 

ing  Indian  hostilities,  $1,000,000 
The  same,  and  for  the 

Cherokee  treaty,  6,740,000 

Removal  of  In- 
dians, annu- 
ities, tie.,      $8,060,000 
Do.  do.  in    1829, 

only  420,000 

2,640,000 


-$10,880,000 


Tor  appropriations  for  the  Post  Office, 
not  embraced  in  any  bill  until  and 
eince  1886,  as  these  expenses  are 
paid  out  of  the  postages,  -     -        -  $4,660,000 

For  tiie  protection  or  the  Korthem  fron- 
tier,       626,000 

For  a  nominal  item  In  the  navy  appro- 
priation bill,  being  a  mere  transfer 
of  an  unexpended  appropriation  for 
the  gradual  improvement  of  the 
navy  to  the  years  1889  and  1840,       1,600,000 


There  has  been  an  Increase  in  almost 
•very  branch  of  expenditure,  but  prinoi- 
nally  in  the  following : 
The  appropriations  for  pen- 
sions in  1888,  were  $2,008,600 
Do.  do.  under  permanent 
acta,         •        -        -       •  1,860,000 


17,066,000 


Total  expenditures  in 
1829,  revolutiona- 
ry,     -        -        -$764,492 
Do.  do.  do.  other,   186,102 


949,6M 


Harbors,  &&,  appropriations 

'  in  1888,    ■        -        ■        -  1,686,000 
Expenditures  in  1829,  •        -     606,000 

Congressional  expenses,  ap- 
propriations in  1838,  owing, 
in  part,  to  the  long  session,     982,000 

Expenditures  in  1829,  -        -     467,000 

Light-houses,  appropriatioos 

In  1888,     -         -         .        .      668,000 
ExpeniUtures  in  1829,  •        -     891,600 


2,488,901 


1,080,000 


615,006 


yn,«€0 


Ii>  Ezeontive,  Territorial,  judicial  and 
miscelianeous  expenditai«s,    ■  •        -       886,009 


$22,SaO,4M 


8,408,600 


Our  naval  and  military  expenses  have  been  great- 
er dnce  1829;  the  former  owing,  in  part,  to  th* 
uncertainty,  at  one  time,  of  our  relations  witb 
France^  and  the  latter  to  Indian  wars.  But  ottr  ex- 
penditures have  been,  since  then,  increased  in 
every  branch  by  an  augmentation  of  the  amooot  of 
commercial  credit,  which  adds  to  the  coet  of  all  osr 
supplies. 

In  examimng  into  our  expenditures,  there  viH 
be  found,  in  many  of  them,  much  abuse  reqoiiiag 
reform.  Two  branches  do  not  come  annoally  u- 
der  the  consideration  of  Congress — the  expaoS- 
tores  for  the  Post  OfBce  service,  and  the  ezpenaei 
of  collecting  our  revenue.  The  former,  not  being  a 
charge  upon  the  public  Treasury,  (except  for  UM 
expenses  of  the  General  Post  Office,)  are  regulated 
by  the  income  from  postages,  which  are  annnafiy 
increasing  the  number  of  our  routes  and  the  fre- 
quency of  the  transportation  of  the  mails.  G€  thi 
bnmense  increase  in  this  branch  of  tiie  public  ser- 
vice, some  idea  may  be  formed  from  the  merem 
in  the  transportation  of  the  nudls.  It  waa  not, 
probably,  more  than  100,000  miles  in  1790 ;  846,468 
in  1793;  as  late  as  1808  it  was  but  3,604,800;  it 
is  now  84,680,202  miles.  Though  not  a  oliai;B> 
upon  the  public  Treasury,  we  are  bound,  aa  th* 
trustee  of  the  fund,  to  see  that  it  is  administarsd 
with  economy,  in  order  that  our  mail  routes  may 
be  extended  to  the  remotest  qoaiters  of  the  UnioB. 
It  has  been,  accordingly,  the  suty'cct  of  investig*- 
tion;  the  Department  has  been  reorganized,  and 
is  believed  now  to  be  well  administered.  Tliere  is 
charged  upon  this  fund,  for  the  service  of  the  pre*- 
ent  year,  $5,100,000.  If  it  is  designed  that  this 
important  establishment  should  support  itself,  thsN 
seems  to  be  no  reason  for  discriminating  between 
the  expenditures  for  the  offices  throughout  the  tTuoa 
and  of  the  General  Post  Office,  by  charging  the  <ar 
mer  upon  the  fund  of  the  Department,  and  the  lat- 
ter upon  the  Treasury. 

The  expense  of  collecting  our  revenue  fnm  e*^ 
toms  amounted,  in  the  first  ten  years  afier  1789,  t* 
about  $298,000  annually ;  for  the  last  ten,  emSng 
31st  December,  1887,  to  $1,282,000;  it  is  now 
about  a  million  and  a  half.  By  referring  to  the 
table  of  tonnage,  it  will  be  seen  tliat  the  amount  ot 
tonnage  entered  from  aJi>road  has  increased  fiiw 
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606,000  tons  In  1790  to  2,066,000  tons  in  1837. 
The  expenses  of  collecting  the  leTenue  wm  in  1829 
$1,018,000,  and  in  1837  $1,492,000.  The  tonnage 
entered  from  abroad  vas  1,008,000  in  1829,  and 
S,O66,00O  tons  in  1837.  The  annual  amount  of 
rerenoe  is  no  criterion  of  the  expense  of  collection, 
because,  although  we  hare  relinquished  the  duty 
on  more  than  half  of  our  importations,  the  great 
inoiease  in  this  branch  of  trade  creates  a  necessity 
for  an  increased  number  of  inspectors.  We  have 
also,  of  late  years,  introduced  many  very  compli- 
cated proTimona  in  our  tarilT  laws,  and  added  to  the 
expense  of  eoUection.  Bat  a  part  of  this  increase 
is  owing  to  the  neglect  of  Congress  in  not  limiting, 
from  time  to  time,  the  number  of  olBoers  to  be 
employed,  and  in  permitting  the  collectors  to  pay 
tlie  whole  expense  of  our  custom-houses  out  of  the 
TeTenne  receired,  without  eren  transferring  it  to 
the  public  Treasury.  Had  Congress  periodically 
limited  the  number  of  our  officers,  directed  the  col- 
leotors  to  pay  all  the  money  received  by  them  into 
tlie  Treasury,  required  annual  estimates,  and  made 
spacifie  appropriations  for  this,  as  in  other  branches 
<H  the  public  senrice,  it  would  have  operated  as  a 
■ensible  check  on  the  extraragance  of  some  of  our 
collectors. 

Although  the  subject  of  tonnage  is  only  indirectly 
connected  with  the  qnestion  of  expenditures,  the 
committee  cannot  dismiss  it  without  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  fact  disclosed  &.  the  ta- 
lkie annexed,  that  while  the  American  tonnage  en- 
tered fhnn  abroad  increased  from  872,949  in  1829, 
to  1,899,720  tons  in  1887,  the  foreign  tonnage  rose 
from  180,748  to  766,708  tons  in  the  same  period— 
a  result  owing,  among  other  caoses,  to  our  unwise 
taxes  on  navigation,  and  to  an  abuse  of  credit  at 
liome,  which  enables  foreign  nations  to  build,  sup- 
ply, and  man  their  ships  cheaper  than  we  can,  and 
dowly  to  undermine  the  basis  of  our  naval  power. 

The  Lenslative  expenses  of  the  Federal  Oovem- 
ment  for  the  flrst  ton  years  were  annually,  on  an 
average,  about  $171,000;  the  appropriations  for 
the  year  1888  were  $982,000.  A  part  of' this  has 
arisen  from  the  increase  in  the  number  of  members 
of  Congress;  but  the  most  extravagant  increase 
baa  occurred  in  the  contingent  expenses  of  both 
Houses.  In  the  first  ten  years  these  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  $10,000  annually ;  while  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  past  year  were  $373,960.  Although 
cnder  the  immediate  observation  and  exclusive 
control  of  Congress,  there  is  no  branch  of  the  pub- 
Ue  service  wliere  there  bos  been  more  abuse  and 
extravagance.  Thousands  of  documents,  in  many 
instances  of  no  importance,  are  annually  printed ; 
and  the  contingent .  funds  of  the  two  Houses  have 
been,  for  some  years  past,  charged  with  the 'ex- 
pense of  furnishing  members  with  books.  There 
has  been,  and  remains  to  be  paid,  on  two  contracts 
•lone  of  this  character,  $781,028  87,  not  only  to 
aopply  those  who  are  actually  in  Congress,  but 
others  who  have  not  been  members  for  many  years 
past.  Should  such  expenditures  be  continued,  this 
wUl  very  soon  become  an  important  item ;  and  in 
any  event,  a  large  amount  wiU  still  be  required  to 
fbUl  contracts  for  iMoks  in  no  manner  belonging  to 
the  legitimate  contingencies  of  either  House  of 
Congress, 

The  expenditures  of  the  Executive  Departments 
were,  in  the  ten  years  after  specific  appropriations 
were  made,  about  $196,000  annually;  the  appro- 
priaUon  for  1888  was  $796,000.    Thia  item  has 


steadily  incteaaed  with  the  growth  of  our  country 
and  its  various  establishments,  requiring  Executive 
agency  and  superintendence.  Someuiing  would 
probably  be  saved  if  there  were  one  contingent 
fund  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary,  for  all  the 
offices  of  each  Department.  Our  complicated  sys- 
tem of  accounts,  too,  was  established  many  years 
ago ;  and  a  more  judicious  organization  of  the  De- 
partments might  mtroduce  greater  simplicity  and 
economy.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  avoid  a 
uniform  increase  in  this  branch  of  the  public  expen- 
diture, while  we  continue  to  multiply  our  laws  at 
every  session,  which  must  be  carried  into  effect  by 
the  Executive  Departments ;  and  while  we  rapidly 
increase,  as  we  have  done  of  late,  the  number  of 
resolutions  in  both  Houses,  calling  for  information, 
and  freqoently  involving  great  li^r  and  expense. 

Connected  also  with  ue  Executive  Departments 
are  various  expenditures,  which  were  very  inconsid- 
erable, or  did  not  exist  at  all,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Government — such  as  those  for  the 
Mint,  Territorial  Governments,  the  coast  survey, 
arming  and  equipping  militia,  the  public  lands,  and 
public  buildings.  These,  which  in  early  legislation 
were  quite  unimportant,  now  amount  to  near  a  mil- 
lion annually. 

The  expense  of  the  Judiciary  in  the  first  ten 
years  after  specific  appropriations  were  made,  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  about  $61,000  anniudly ; 
the  appropriation  for  1838  was  $484,000.  The  m- 
creased  expense  for  the  salaries  of  judges  has  not 
been  beyond  what  might  have  been  anticipated. 
The  expense,  however,  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  has  increased  from  about  $30,000  to  $842,000, 
which  is  the  estimate  for  the  present  year.  In  this 
branch  of  the  publio  service,  reform  seems  to  be 
required.  While  the  clerks  of  our  courts  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  judges,  and  the  fees  of  the  former 
amount  to  a  much  larger  sum  annually  than  the 
salaries  of  the  latter,  the  appointing  power  may  be 
tempted  to  participate  in  the  profits  of  the  clerk- 
ship, and  to  sanction  the  most  exorbitent  charges. 
The  fees  of  our  district  clerks  and  attorneys  ought 
to  be  more  precisely  regulated  by  law,  and  the 
clerlu  ought  not  to  be  appointed  by  the  judges. 

The  expenses  of  our  intercourse  with  foreign 
powers  amounted  in  early  years  to  about  $50,000 
annually  ;  the  estimate  for  the  present  year  is 
$266,484.  This  expenditure  was  considerably  aug- 
mented by  the  revolutions  in  what  was  formeriy  do- 
nominated  Spanish  America.  The  estimate  for  the 
present  year  is  not,  however,  so  great  as  the  ex- 
penditure for  1829,  which  was  $289,140  07. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department 
were  unimportant  and  irregular  in  early  years,  but 
all  the  expenditures  in  this  branch  for  the  first  ten 
years  amounted  to  less  than  $32,000  annually ;  the 
estimates  for  1839  amount  to  $866,960,  including 
some  appropriations  not  for  current  expenses.  This 
increase  is  owing  almost  exclusively  to  annuities  and 
stipulations  under  treaties  with  the  Indians  entered 
into  unce  1789. 

Having  no  military  establishment  worthy  of  no- 
tice at  the  origin  of  the  Government,  the  expendi- 
tures in  this  branch  of  the  public  service  have  of 
course  increased.  When  it  is  considered  that  the 
setUed  area  of  tiie  United  States  has  increased,  ac- 
cording to  the  calculations  of  a  sdentific  engineer,  in 
the  ratio  of  210,576  in  1790,  to  1,013.664  in  1839, 
some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  vast  extent  of  our 
preeent  boundaries;  and  we  may  well  doubt.  not- 
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irithstanding  the  recent  increase  of  the  army,  whether 
it  \ntl  nltimate)y  be  found  adequate  to  protect  all 
our  extensive  frontieis. 

Although  we  have  been  more  liberal  in  oar  naval 
appropriations,  that  estahlishment  still  bears  an  on- 
important  rank  in  comparison  with  that  of  every 
other  maritime  nation.  The  improvement  in  steam 
navigation,  however,  seems  to  promise  a  revolution 
in  the  mode  of  conducting  maritime  war,  which  may 
render  this  difference  of  less  importance  as  it  regards 
existing  navies,  and  ma;  require  new  and  consider- 
able expenditures  in  this  brandi  of  the  public  service, 
which  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 

The  appropriations  for  roads  in  1888  were  f!40,- 
000.  There  was  no  such  Federal  expenditures  in 
early  years. 

In  the  expenses  for  light-houses  there  has  been  a 
considerable  increase,  especially  within  the  last  two 
years.  The  annual  amount  expended  in  the  first  ten 
years,  including  the  maintenance  of  the  establish- 
ment, was  less  than  |36,000.  For  many  years  past 
it  was  less  than  $800,000  annually:  but  in  1887  it 
was  suddenly  increased  to  (1,220,019,  and  included 
1921,964  for  new  light-houses,  &c.  In  1888  the  ap- 
propriations amounted  to  $663,878.  The  estimate 
merely  for  maintaining  the  existing  light-houses  in 
the  year  1839,  amounts  to  $894,000.  The  appropri- 
ations for  new  works  of  this  lund  were  authorized 
without  proper  examinations,  and  much  money  has 
been  wasted  in  this  branch  of  the  service.  Two 
years  ago  Congress  directed  such  examinations  to  be 
made  iiefore  any  new  work  should  be  commenced. 
The  officers  reported  in  favor  of  suspending  the  ap- 
propriations for  thirty-one  of  the  number  of  wotia 
authorized  by  the  act  of  1837.  There  is  a  large 
amount  now  remaining  unexpended  in  this  branch 
'<)f  the  service. 

The  expenditures  for  fortiflcatlona  were  irregular  in 
the  first  years ;  but  irom  1789  to  1798  the  annual 
average  was  $108,000.  The  appropriations  for  1888 
amounted  to  $1,016,000 ;  and  the  estimates  for  1889, 
$1,269,100.  This  pul  of  the  national  defence  is  still  in 
a  very  incomplete  state.  The  improvement  in  steam 
batteries  within  a  few  years  past  renders  it,  however, 
a  question  worthy  of  inquiry,  whetiier  it  will  not  also 
produce  an  entire  revolution  in  the  plan  of  harbor 
defence ;  and  whether  it  would  not  be  most  judicious 
for  the  present  to  confine  our  expenditures  to  the 
armament  o(  the  fortifications  we  Iiave  finished,  and 
await  the  result  of  ftiture  experiments  which  will  be- 
come necessary  to  ascertain  whether  floating  steam 
batteries  are  not  superior  to  stationary  fortifications 
in  guarding  the  entrance  into  and  in  defending  har- 
bors. There  are  other  reasons  for  suspending  new 
^)propriations  for  1889.  Those  existing  were  not 
made  until  the  7th  July  last,  and  the  act  directed 
that  one-half  of  the  amount  should  be  expended  in 
the  present  year ;  and  there  remtdned  undrawn  from 
the  Treasury,  on  the  Ist  January,  $704,869  66,  be- 
sides the  Imlances  in  the  hands  <^  our  disbursing 
officers.  Under  such  drcumstanoes,  with  a  deficient 
revenue,  and  while  there  is  a  probability  that  a  change 
will  be  made  in  the  plan  of  harbor  defence,  and  that 
the  public  money  may  hereafter  be  more  advanta- 
geoiuly  expended,  the  cemmittea  are  of  opinion  that 
h  is  not  expedient  to  add  $1,269,100  to  the  Urge 
amount  unexpended  and  in  the  hands  of  disbursing 
officers. 

For  tiie  first  six-and-twenty  years  the  average 
•mount  annually  p«id*for  pemdons  was  less  than 
#84,000.    As  late  as  1814  it  waa  about  $90,000,  and 


fai  1816  less  than  $70,000.  The  late  war  added 
about  $200,Q00  for  invalids,  and  the  widows  orddl- 
dren  of  those  who  had  died  of  wounds  received  is 
battle:  The  whole  pension  roll  of  the  United  Stttei 
arising  from  the  Revolutionary,  Indian,  and  Britirii 
wars,  did  not  then  exceed  $800,000  annually.  Ac 
appropriations  for  peniions  in  the  present  yearamngit 
to  $2,600,000 ;  to  which  are  to  be  added  the  pcnat- 
ment  appropriation  of  $1,000,000,  and  unexpended 
appropriations  amounting  to  $741,000,  maUag  u 
aggregate  for  pensions  in  1839  of  $4,241,000;  ad 
we  have  now  diaiged  upon  the  public  ttttmrj  4t,- 
600  pensioners.  A  bill  was  passed  at  the  lastMrion, 
without  debate,  and  approved  on  the  last  day  of  the 
sessioir,  which  dmws  from  the  Treasury  in  the  jm- 
ent  year  $1,872,000;  and  there  are  three  goenl 
pension  bills  now  pending  in  the  House,  whidi  woald, 
if  adopted,  probably  double  the  annual  amoaot  ap- 
propriated for  pensions. 

This  result,  and  in  so  short  a  period,  could  Mt 
have  been  anticipated  by  the  frameri  of  our  eea- 
stitntion.  The  chums  of  our  revolutionary  soMien 
rested  on  peculiar  grounds.  Their  services  ad 
sufferings  were  of  an  extraordinary  character,  iid 
we  had  from  necessity  been  compelled  to  vUtie 
our  contracts  with  them.  In  their  case  wi  wan 
warranted  in  departing  from  ordinary  usage  viitii 
our  means  were  ample  to  indemnify  them.  Pes- 
dons  to  invalids  and  to  the  widows  or  diB- 
dren  of  those  who  are  killed  or  who  die  of  voeadi 
received  in  battie,  form  a  part  of  the  contract, 
where  such  laws  exist,  between  the  Oovennneat 
and  the  soldier.  But  In  granting  pensiciu,  «l 
we  have  done,  in  cases  where  the  soldier  m 
neither  killed  nor  wounded  in  battle,  we  violrted 
the  pension  principle,  and  charged  the  pibie 
Treasury  with  half  pay  to  the  repfcseulallws  ft 
all  who  enlist  in  the  service  of  Ootenmwti 
whether  in  peace  or  io  war,  in  addiUoo  to  tki 
compensation  stipulated  for  their  servicea.  Prior 
to  1836  there  was  no  departure  iVom  tli«  ordiiiary 
pension  rules,  except  as  to  Revolutionary  loldiOT; 
but  in  tliat  year  provi«on  was  made  genenlly  Cor 
pensions  in  ordinary  cases  of  death,  while  in  the 
service,  after  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  whether  W 
wounds  or  not.  *  The  same  rule  was  exteaded  is 
the  navy  pension  ftind,  which  will  be  very  J«» 
destroyed  by  such  improvident  l^islation.  Ner 
to  1887,  this  fund  was  amply  sufficient  to  proridi 
for  our  naval  invalids,  and  for  the  widows  oreli- 
dren  of  those  who  had  been  killed  in  battle.  it*M 
invested  in  stocks,  and  amounted,  on  the  IstMutk, 
1837,  to  $1,116,239  S8:  it  is  now  reduced,  lads 
the  operation  of  recent  laws,  to  $298,t6J  Oi 
Should  we  have  no  reform  in  this  branch  of  legi^ 
lation,  it  will  be  difficult  to  anticipate  the  aaoai< 
which  may  be  annually  required  for  this  exp** 
ture.  If  we  continue  to  grant  pensions  in  caies  «t 
ordinary  death,  in  peace  or  in  war,  the  repiis** 
atives  of  those  who  are  employed  in  the  ■*"? 
service,  and  to  all  in  the  naval  service,  we  *"j 
soon  follow  the  example  of  some  monarchies,  lad 
extend  our  pension  roll,  and  with  equal  justice,  M 
the  representatives  of  all  who  die  in  the  dril  <■■ 
ployments  of  Oovemment 


•  The  act  of  18St  did  not  Inclnds  all  who  dW  ta  ti«  »* 
tary  MrriM,  iftor  the  H)th  April,  1818,  bet  tmht$eti  Bini»i 
nuigen,  SM-ftnciblcs,  and  volmteen,  and  one  or  more  ^ 
cUl  acta  were  poised  estahUabhig  the  aame  pM^  •»  *• 
the  refulaT  army, 
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The  committee  feel  it  to  be  their  dntj  to  bring  to 
tbe  apecial  notice  of  the  House  the  heary  and  rap- 
idly increanng  expenditoret  upon  lurt>on  and 
rirerat  This  item  was  unknown  m  the  early  lepsla- 
tion  of  the  Federal  OoTemment.  The  first  appro- 
priation was  made  in  1802 ;  bnt  prior  to  1816  only 
936,449  had  been  expended  upon  two  works,  con- 
nected directly  and  indirectly,  with  nary  yards  and 
Bght-housea.  In  1816  and  1818  two  -other  appro- 
priations were  made,  amounting  to  |34,000,  both 
connected  with  light-bouses.  A  few  appropriations 
were  made  la  1820,  1821,  1822,  and  1828,  in  the 
neighborhoods  of  light-houses  and  navy  yards, 
amounting  altogether  to  %B1,160;  and  in  1828  two 
harbor  lurreyi  were  authorized,  at  an  expense  of 
$860. 

JiStnr  we  had  adopted  the  policy  of  raising  more 
rerenue  than  was  required  for  Federal  purposes, 
and  as  the  period  approached  for  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt,  this  was  one  of  the  new  branches 
'  of  expenditure  resorted  to  in  order  to  absorb  a 
contemplated  surplus.  Accordingly,  and  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  our  legislation,  an  act 
was  passed  on  the  20th  of  May,  1826,  "for  im- 
proving certain  harbors,  and  the  navigation  of  cer- 
tain rivers  and  creeks  ;  and  for  authorizing  surveys 
to  be  made  of  certain  bays,  sounds,  and  rivers, 
therein  mentioned."  On  the  2d  of  Uarcb,  1827, 
this  was  followed  by  a  regular  annual  bill,  "to  au- 
thorize the  improving  of  certain  harbors,  the  build- 
ing of  piers,  and  for  other  purposes."  These  ex- 
penditures immediately  increased,  in  1827,  to 
$82,600;  in  1828,  to  $121,000;  and  in  1829,  to 
$606,000.  In  1888,  the  appropriations  were  more 
than  a  million  and  a  half,  and  the  estimates  for 
1889  amount  to  11,718,000. 

The  aggregate  amount  already  appropriated  for 
these  works  is  {8,919,048  66,  besides  canal  stocks, 
and  the  debt  assumed  for  the  corporations  of  this 
District  for  investments  in  the  same,  amounting  to 
$3,888,490 ;  making  an  aggregate  of  $12,802,688  66. 
The  estimates  for  completing  some  of  these  works 
amount  to  $4,660,842  21 ;  but,  judging  by  our  ex- 
perience OS  to  former  estimates,  it  will  more  proba- 
bly require  ten  millions,  besides  the  coat  of  some 
of  the  most  expensive  works,  for  which  there  are 
no  estimates  at  alL  In  addition  to  this,  a  bill  is 
now  pending,  and  would  have  passed  the  House  at 
the  close  of  the  last  session  but  for  want  of  time, 
which,  with  the  amendments,  embraced  appropri- 
ations for  new  works  amounting  to  near  a  million 
of  dollars,  and  involving  an  olumate  expenditure 
of  probably  five  millions  more. 

In  1886  this  subject  was  investigated  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  a  report  sub- 
mitted by  one  of  its  members,  (Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maine,)  on  the  10th  of  February.  That  report 
states  that  there  was,  even' at  that  time,  "a  real  ne- 
cessity for  hesitation,  if  not  of  actual  reform,  in  the 
further  prosecution  of  public  works  upon  the  same 
system  which  had,  of  late  years,  obtained  under  the 
Government ;  "  that  they  were  made  subservient "  to 
the  purposes  of  the  individual  wealth  and  profit  of 
the  agents  and  contractors  immediately  concern- 
ed ; "  that  the  appropriation  for  one  year,  and  for 
each  sncceeding  year,  in  many  cases  exceeded' the 
whole  of  the  original  estimate :  that  many  of  the 
works  were  built  over  again,  and  that  others  were 
rotten  before  they  were  completed.  On  the  81st  of 
January,  1837,  the  same  gentleman  made  another 
report  from  the  Comtoittee  of  Ways  and  Means, 


referring  to  the  former  as  "  explanatory  of  the  un- 
productive, yet  growing  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
'emment  upon  harbors  and  rivers,  and  expresmve 
of  serious  doubts  of  the  policy  of  following  out  this 
branch  of  the  public  service,  unless  some  more  cer- 
tain, and  efficient,  and  economical  system  for  con- 
ducting it  could  be  devised."  The  opinion  of  the 
committee  had  not  been  changed  by  "the  expe- 
rience of  another  year; "  and  the  report  adds,  that, 
"  without  some  curtailment  by  Congress  of  the  class 
of  works  already  projected  as  recipients  of  its  boun- 
ty, and  without  a  decisive  limitation  of  its  appro- 
priations to  works  that  may  justly  be  denominated 
of  the  first  magnitude,  and  of  imperious  necessity 
too,  it  requires  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  predict  that 
the  operations  of  the  civil  engineer  depu^ment  will, 
in  a  very  few  years,  rival,  in  expenditures  and  nu- 
merical strength  of  agents  and  operatives,  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  service  of  the  Government,  and 
constitute  a  more  alarming  branch  of  public  patron- 
age than  is  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  the  Govern- 
ment. From  the  peculiar  nature  of  their  expendi- 
tures, corruption,  fiivoritism,  and  peculation  may 
be  reduced  to  system  more  successfully  in  them 
than  in  almost  any  other  branch  of  the  civil  admin- 
istration." 

If  such  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  1887,  it  certainly  cannot  be 
changed  by  examining  into  the  present  condition 
of  these  improvements. 

After  an  experiment  of  thirteen  years  on  the  108 
works  for  which  appropriations  have  b4en  made, 
the  following  is  the  result :. 

Never  commenced, S 

Abandoned, 1 

Suspended, --4 

May  perhaps  bo  completed  with  existing  appro- 
priations,      .-.-•--  14 

Completed, 80 

Not  completed,         -        -        -       -       *       -61 

Total,        -        •        •        108 

Some  of  the  works  have  been  built  over  twice, 
and  the  twenty  completed  cost  but  $409,178  26, 
leaving  all  the  expensive  works  yet  to  be  finished, 
and  at  an  expense  which  cannot  even  be  estimated. 

Such  is  the  remit  of  this  Federal  system  of  im- 
proving our  harbors,  rivers,  and  creeks,  and  build- 
ing piers  for  our  cities,  towns,  and  villages;  and 
such  the  prospect  before  us.  The  time  has  cer- 
tainly arrived  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  inquire 
wheUier  all  these  expenditures  belong  to  Federal 
legislation ;  and  to  examine  a  system  which,  if  made 
permanent,  must  entirely  change  the  character  of 
our  Government. 


mSBNATX. 

Monday,  Jannary  28. 
Petition  from  the  Settler*  in  Oregon  Territory. 
Hr.  LiHir  presented  the  following  Tnemorial 
fh>m  citizens  of  the  Oregon  Territory : 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Houm  of  Repneettt- 
ativae  tf  the  United  States  of  Ameriea  : 
The  undersigned,  settlers  south  of  the  Colombia 
Biver,  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  honorable 
body,  that  onr  settlement,  begun  in  iba  year  eigliteen 
hunched  and  thirty-two,  has  tutberto  prospered  be- 
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joitd  tb«  nuMt  MDgnina  expectattons  of  ita  flnt 
pTOJecton.  Tbe  prodacta  «  our  fields  have  am- 
fij  JostiBed  the  moat  flattering  deacriptioiu  of  tbe 
fertUity  of  tbe  aoU,  while  the  fMsflHiea  whidi  it  af- 
fcfda  for  leaiing  cattle  are,  petfaapa,  exceeded  by 
tboae  of  no  ooontry  in  North  America.  The  peo- 
]de  of  the  United  Statea,  we  beliere,  are  not  gene- 
rally appiiKd  of  the  extent  of  Talnable  country 
west  of  the  Booky  Moimtaina.  A  large  portioD  of  the 
territory  fiom  the  Oolombia  River  south,  to  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  repuUic,  and  extending  from  the  ooast  of 
the  Pacific  about  two  hundred  and  fiity  or  three 
hundred  nUles  to  the  interior,  is  either  well  supplied 
with  timber  or  adapted  to  pasturage  or  sgricniture. 
The  fertile  Talleys  of  the  Wallamette  and  Umpqua 
are  Taried  with  prairies  and  woodland,  and  inteiv 
sected  by  abundant  lateral  streama,  presenting  facili- 
ties for  machinery.  Pertiape  no  country,  of  the 
same  latitude,  is  ftTored  with  a  climate  so  mild. 
The  winter  raina,  it  ia  true,  ai«  an  objectioa ;  but 
they  are  generally  preferred  to  the  snows  and  in- 
teiae  cold  which  preTails  fax  the  Kortbem  parta  of 
the  United  Statea.  The  ground  is  seldom  covered 
with  anow,  nor  doea  it  ever  remain  but  a  few  boors. 

We  need  hardly  allude  to  the  commercial  ad- 
vantages of  tbe  Territory.  Its  happy  podtion  for 
trade  with  China,  India,  and  the  Western  coasts  of 
America,  will  be  readily  recognized.  Tbe  growing 
importance,  however,  of  the  Islands 'of  the  Pacific 
is  not  so  generally  known  and  appreciated.  As 
these  isU>i£  progress  in  civilization,  their  demand 
for  the  produce  of  more  northern  dimates  will  in- 
crease. Nor  can  any  country  supply  them  with 
beef,  flour,  &c.,  on  terms  so  advantageous  as  this.  A 
Teiy  successful  effort  has  been  recently  made,  at 
the  Sandwich  islands,  in  the  cultivation  of  coffee 
and  the  sugar  cane.  A  colony  here  will,  in  time, 
thence  easily  derive  these  articles  and  other  trop- 
ical products  in  exchange  for  tbe  prodooe  of  their 
own  labor.  We  have  thus  briefly  alluded  to  the 
natural  resources  of  tbe  country,  and  to  its  external 
relations.  Tbey  are,  in  our  opinion,  strong  induce- 
ments for  tbe  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
take  formal  and  speedy  possession.  We  urge  this 
step  as  promising  to  the  general  interests  of  tbe 
nation.  But  the  advantages  it  may  confer  upon 
us,  and  the  evils  it  may  avert  from  our  posterity,  are 
incalculable. 

Our  sodal  intercourse  has  thus  far  been  prosecuted 
widi  reference  to  feelings  of  honor,  to  the  feeling 
of  dependence  on  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and 
to  their  moral  influence.  Under  this  state  of  things, 
we  have  thus  far  prospered,  but  we  cannot  hope 
that  it  will  continue.  The  agricultural  and  other 
resources  of  the  country  cannot  fail  to  induce  emi- 
graUon  and  commerce.  As  our  settlement  bedns 
to  draw  its  supplies  through  other  channels,  tbe  feel- 
ing of  dependence  upon  £e  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
to  which  we  hare  alluded  as  one  of  the  saf^uards 
of  our  social  intercourse,  will  begin  to  duninish. 
We  are  anxious  when  we  imagine  what  will  be,  what 
must  be,  tlie  condition  of  so  mixed  a  community, 
free  from  all  legal  restraint,  and  superior  to  that 
moral  influence  which  has  hitherto  l)een  the  pledge 
of  our  safety. 

Our  interests  are  identifled  with  those  of  the 

oonntry  of  our  adoption.    We  flatter  ourselves  that 

we  are  the  germ  of  a  great  State,  and  are  anxious 

'  to  give  an  eariy  taae  to  the  moral  and  intdleotual 

charactfir  of  ita  dtiaena.    We  are  fUUy  aware,  too, 


that  the  destinies  of  our  posterity  will  be  intimatd; 
affected  by  the  character  of  those  who  emignte  to 
tbe  countnr.  The  territory  must  populate.  Ihe 
Congress  of  tlie  United  States  most  say  by  wboo. 
Tbe  natural  resources  of  tbe  country,  with  a  wdl- 
judged  civil  code,  will  invite  a  good  eoDmmfty. 
But  a  good  community  will  hardly  emvrate  lo  t 
country  wUcfa  promisee  no  protection  for  Hfe  or 
property.  Inquiries  have  already  been  snbmftMd  t» 
some  of  us  for  information  of  the  coontry.  Inretan, 
we  cai\  only  speak  <^  a  country  hi^ily  favored  of 
nature.  We  can  boast  of  no  dvil  code.  We  eu 
promise  no  protecti<Hi  but  the  interior  rtsoit  of  kit- 
defence.  By  whom,  then,  shall  our  country  I* 
populated  ?  By  tbe  recUeas  and  unprindpled  adrai- 
turer  !  not  by  the  hardy  and  entetpriang  fiaoea  of 
the  West  By  tbe  Botany  Bay  reftigee,  by  the  ^m^ 
gade  of  dvil^ation  from  the  Rocky  UountanH,  iij 
the  profligate,  deserted  seamen  from  Polynesii,  md 
the  unprhidpled  sharpers  from  Spanish  Amerio. 
Well  are  we  assured  that  it  will  cost  tbe  Govenmot' 
of  the  United  Statea  more  to  ledoee  dcmesti 
so  discordant  to  social  ordo-,  tiian  to  promote  ov 
permanent  peace  and  proq>erity  by  a  tfandy  ictioa 
of  OongreasL  Nor  can  we  soppose  that  so  viooat 
popnlaoon  could  be  relied  on  in  case  of  a  raplM 
between  the  United  States  and  any  other  power. 

Oar  intercourse  with  the  natives  among  us,  gaiei 
much  by  the  same  inftoenoe  wUch  has  promoted  lio^ 
mony  among  ourselves,  has  been  generaOy  pKiile:  . 
But  the  same  causes  which  will  interrupt  hunoi; 
among  ourselves,  will  also  interrupt  our  friendly  rdir 
tions  with  the  natives.  It  is,  therefore,  of  primat; 
importance  both  to  them  and  to  us,  that  theGortn- 
ment  should  take  energetic  measures  to  secure  die 
execution  of  all  Uws  aflbcting  Indian  trade  nd  tlie 
intercourse  of  white  men  und  ImGans.  We  lure 
thus  briefly  shown  that  the  secui^  of  our  penou 
and  our  property,  the  hopes  and  destinies  of  ov 
children,  are  involved  in  the  otgects  at  oar  pcHlioB. 
We  do  not  presume  to  suggest  the  manner  in  atU 
the  country  should  be  occupied  by  the  GovemmeBl, 
nor  the  extent  to  which  our  settlement  diosld  t«  (a- 
couraged.  We  oonflde  in  the  wisdom  of  oar  i» 
tional  legislators,  and  leave  the  subject  to  tba 
candid  deliberation,  and  your  petitioners  wifl  enr 

p™y- 

(Signed,)  J.  L.  WHITCOMB,  and  SS  otbcti 

March  16, 1888. 

On  molaoa  of  Mr.  Ldtn,  tbe  memorial  wa 
read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  b« 
printed. 

SaUIhiUa. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bkstoh,  the  Senate  took 
up  the  request  made  by  him  for  leave  to  in- 
trodaoe  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  salt  Attf 
and  tbe  fishing  bounties,  and  allowances  depend- 
ent thereon. 

Mr.  Davis  then  addressed  the  Senate,  n 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Bwwos.wM 
presenting  the  bill  on  Thursday  last 

Mr.  Bknto»  replied  to  Mr.  Davis  atlesOT 
after  which, 

Tbe  Senate  a^onmed.  . 
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Tbttbsdat,  January  81. 

United  State*  Naturalization  Law*  in  Britith 
Court— Com  of  Thellm-. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentncky,  presented  the  petition 
of  Dr.  E.  A.  Theller,  who  stated  that  he  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  had  been  naturalized, 
and  resides  in  this  coantry ;  that  he  hadjoined 
in  the  expedition  for  the  invasion  of  Canada, 
and  had  been  taken  prisoner;  that  he  had 
been  tried,  and  convicted  of  treason — the 
judge  chai^g  the  jnry  on  his  trial  that  his 
act  of  nataralizatioQ  in  this  country  was  nnlL 
and  of  non-effect,  that  no  subsequent  act  oould 
expatriate  him  from  his  original  allegiance. 
Under  these  circumstances,  Dr.  T.  asks  that 
Gongress  should  take  some  action  on  the 
subject,  which  would  define  the  rights  of 
natoralizcd  citizens. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, 

Mr.  NoRysiii.  said,  that  the  memorialist  was 
a  citizen  of  Michigan.  He  was  an  intelligent 
man,  bnt  an  enthusiast  in  whatever  related  to 
Luman  liberty.  He  had  sent  to  him  the  coun- 
terpart of  the  memorial  jost  presented.  The 
facts  in  the  memorial  were  as  stated  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentncky.  The  memorialist  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  but  a  naturalized  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
past  year,  he  embarked  in  the  struggle  for 
Canadian  liberty.  He  was  captured  m  the 
Upper  Province  of  Canada,  and  taken  to  To- 
ronto. There  he  was  tried,  condemned,  and 
sentenced  to  execution,  on  a  charge  of  high 
treason  against  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain. 
The  chief  justice  of  the  province,  who  presided 
at  the  trial,  instructed  the  jnry,  that  no  sub- 
ject of  the  kingdom  could  ever  expatriate liim- 
self.  Birth,  and  the  residence  of  one  hour  in 
the  British  dominions,  created  a  perpetual 
allegiance.  From  this  allegiance  the  subject 
could  never  be  exonerated,  under  any  plea  or 
pretence.  The  memorialist  owed  his  present 
safety  from  the  penalties  of  treason,  to  his 
escape  from  the  citadel  of  Quebec. 

These  were  the  facts  which  gave  rise  to  this 
memorial.  Upon  these  facts,  the  memorialist 
appeals  to  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for  the 
adjustment  of  this  qnestion  of  perpetual  allo- 
wance claimed  by  Great  Britain  from  all  her 
native  bom  subjects,  and  for  the  protection  of 
all  such  subjects  as  have  become,  or  may 
become,  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  The  subject  was  certainly  one  of 
^eat  importance.  The  doctrine  of  perpet- 
nal  allegiance,  asserted  by  Great  Britain, 
was  an  absurd  relic  of  feudal  barbarism.  It 
(vas  incompatible  with  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  naturalization  of  the  United  States. 
By  those,  British  snineots  may  and  do  become 
American  citizens.  They  are  entitled,  equally 
ivith  our  native  citizens,  to  protection  in  all 
their  lawftal  pursnits,  wherever  they  may 
linppen  to  be.  This  Government  was  thus 
bound  to  protect  them  in  peace  and  in  war. 
Vol  Xni.— 47 


Mr.  Madison,  in  the  last  war  with  Great 
Briton,,  steadily  maintained  this  principle, 
resisted  the  claim  of  that  kingdom  to  the 
perpetual  allegiance  of  her  subjects  after  they 
had  become  our  citizens,  and  repeatedly  inti- 
mated his  determination  to  retaliate  for  every 
injury  inflicted  upon  our  naturalized  citizens, 
captnred  as  prisoners  of  war,  if  they  were 
punished  on  the  ground  of  their  being  subjects, 
or  if  they  were  treated  differently  from  other 
prisoners  of  war.  The  memorialist  was  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain  recog- 
nized the  right  of  that  kingdom  to  the  perpet- 
ual allegiance  of  her  native  bom  subjeotsu 
Ko  such  expression  is  to  be  found  in  those 
treaties.  Our  Revolutionary  ancestors  were 
all  British  subjects  at  one  time.  In  separating 
from  the  mother  country,  they  ceased  to  be 
her  subjects.  And  how  could  they,  in  the 
treaty  of  peace  which  reoc^ized  them  as  s 
separate  and  independent  nation,  permit  Great 
Britain  to  assert  any  claim  to  tiie  perpetual 
allegiance  of  those  who  were  bom  withm  the 
British  realms ! 

No  principle  is  more  clear  than  that  the 
naturabzed  citizens  of  the  United  States  possess 
all  the  rights  and  are  entitled  to  all  the  pro- 
tection which  could  be  claimed  by  ncrfive 
citizens.  Ko  duty  is  more  Imperative  upon 
the  Government  than  that  of  affording  equal 
protection  to  the  naturalized  as  to  the  native 
citizen  ;  and  he  had  no  recollection  of  any  &il- 
nre  on  the  part  of  any  Republic  or  any  Admin- 
istration to  perform  Its  duty  in  this  respect. 

The  circumstances  which  had  produced  this 
memorial  were  peculiar,  and  had  embarraased 
any  action  which  the  Government  might  have 
been  disposed  to  take  on  the  subject.  The  memo- 
rialist had,  in  his  zeal  for  the  liberty  of  a  foreign 
province  not  prepared  to  assert  its  own  free- 
dom, invaded  that  foreign  province ;  and  had, 
with  a  number  of  our  native  citizens,  waged 
war  upon  the  Briti^  authorities,  while  hi* 
own  country  was  at  peace  and  in  amity  with 
them,  and  bad  been  captnred.  Be  and  his 
coadjutors  had  voluntarily,  at.  least  for  a  time, 
expatriated  themselves.  They  had  left  tijeir 
own  country  to  engage  in  a  foreign  civil  war. 
Now,  in  this  situation,  what  right  had  our 
Government  to  exercise  its  power  for  their 
protection,  except  by  way  of  friendly  in- 
terposition? If  the  memorialist  had  been 
taken  while  fighting  the  batties  of  his  adopted 
country;  if,  without  committing  aggression 
upon  the  established  Government  of  a  foreign 
power,  he  had,  while  passing  through  any  put 
of  its  dominions,  been  taken  on  any  pretext, 
and  tried  for  any  offence  not  committed  agiunst 
the  peace  of  that  power,  and  ccHidemned  on 
the  claim  of  a  perpetual  allegiance  from  him, 
then  this  Government  would  have  been  boond 
to  interpose  for  his  protection,  and  wonld 
have  protected  him.  As  it  was,  the  Exec- 
utive acted  with  regard  to  him  precisely 
aa   it   did   with   regard    to   native   citizens 
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osptared  at  the  same  time  with  bim.  It  sent 
an  agent  to  Toronto  for  tlie  pnrpose  of  pre- 
vailing with  the  provincial  antborities  to 
release  the  prisoners.  It  made  no  distinction 
between  the  naturalized  and  the  native  citizen. 
What  more  conid  it  do,  without  involving  the 
nation  in  a  war  t  It  might  have  made  a  formal 
declaration,  tliat  it  womd  never  recognize  the 
principle  of  pcrpetnal  allegiance,  as  asserted 
In  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  the  me- 
morialist It  might,  as  intimated  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  have  remonstrated 
against  that  barbarons  principle.  Bnt  if  it 
had  done  so,  the  danger  was,  that  he  wonld 
have  been  forthwith  ordered  to  execution,  for 
the  very  pnrpose  of  showing  a  determination 
practically  to  maintain  the  British  claim  to 
the  perpetual  allegiance  of  their  subjects.  He 
had  00  doubt  that  this  consideration  had 
operated  upon  the  execution  in  this  case.  He 
had  alluded  to  these  facts  to  show  that  this 
Government  had  not  been  inattentive  to  its  duty 
on  this  occasion. 


TnvssDAT,  January  81. 

Zibtratum  of  American  SlaM$  by  Srititli  Au- 
thorilie$  while  pauing  from  one  U.  8.  port 
to  another. 

Mr.  OALHOxnr  ofibred  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to : 

Xttolted,  That  the  Preaideiit  of  the  United  States 
be  reqaested  to  commnnicate  to  the  Senate  whether 
the  Govecament  of  Great  Britain  has  made  oompen- 
aatkm  in  the  cues  of  the  brigs  Enterprise,  Eiioo- 
aioBi,  and  Comet,  the  fint  of  which  wis  forced  by 
ttitm  of  weather  into  Port  Hamilton,  Bermuda 
Uand,  and  the  other  two  wredced  on  the  keys  of 
the  Bahsmis,  and  the  slaves  on  board  forcibly  seized 
and  detained  by  the  local  authorities;  and  if  no 
compensation  has  been  made,  tlie  reasons  why  it  has 
not  been  made,  with  a  copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  two  GoTcmments,  whidi  has  taken  place 
ainoe  the  answer  to  a  former  rail  on  the  same  sabject 
by  the  Senate. 

Swiall  Silver  Coinage  for  Change. 
Mr,  SrsaKGB  presented  certain  reeolntions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina, 
representing  the  scarcity  of  specie  change  in  that 
State,  and  asking  for  the  passage  of  a  law  au- 
tiiorizing  the  branch  mints  to  coin  silver  change. 
The  resolutions  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Olat,  of  Kentucky,  wished  to  make  a 
single  observation  on  the  subject,  before  it  was 
paMcd.  This  complaint  of  the  want  of  silver 
change  was  not  confined  to  North  Carolina, 
but  existed  in  other  places,  and  was  produced 
by  that  disproportionate  value  between  gold 
and  silver  coin  which  originated  in  the  cele- 
brated gold  bill.  The  effect  of  this  bill 
was  this :  that  when  it  became  necessary  to 
export  specie,  silver  was  exported  in  prefer- 
ence to  gold,  because  the  silver  was  more 
valuable  in  foreign  coontrics;  and  hence,  he 
apprehended,  was  the  acorci^  hi  North  Car- 


olina. He  had  lately  received  a  commimict- 
tion  on  this  subject  from  one  of  onr  conunct- 
cial  N(Hlhem  cities,  which  attriboted  tbt 
scarcity  of  silver  change  to  this  cause. 

Mr.  Stbanob  said  that  when  ho  offered  tiM 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Ovo- 
lina,  he  had  not  the  slightest  expectation  that 
they  would  have  given  rise  to  any  debtte; 
bnt  as  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  thoogiit 
proper  to  notice  them,  for  the  purpose  of  iatro- 
dncmg  notions  on  the  subject  of  the  cnirei)^, 
he  felt  it  due  to  himself  and  his  oonstibieiiti, 
irom  whom  theee  resolutions  emanated,  to 
make  a  brief  reply.  He  whoUy  dissented  fraiB 
the  position  laid  down  by  the  Senator  froo 
Kentucky,  with  regard  to  the  causes  which  pro- 
duced the  scarcity  of  silver  change.  It  tis 
not  exportation  which  produced  uiisecarat;, 
but  it  arose  from  the  hoarding  of  silver  bj  the 
banks,  who  issued,  in  lieu  of  it,  their  small 
notes.  In  fact,  ho  did  not  believe  that  silv* 
coins  of  the  lower  denominations  were  eiw 
exported. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Eentncky,  hoped  he  might  be 
permitted,  without  offence,  to  make  a  (en  ob- 
servations on  the  sabject  presented  by  tlwe 
resolations,  particularly  as   it  was  one  of  iia- 
portanoe,  to  which    his  attention  had  beei 
recently  d  irected.    He  happened  to  receive,  biA 
a  few  days  ago,  a  oommnnication  from  an  iotdB- 
gent  gentleman,  in  one  of  our  princinl  mi- 
ports,   affirming    that  the    scarcity  of  silTer 
change  was  one  of  the  effects  of  the  fus^ 
of  the  gold  bill;   because,   by  redncing  tbe 
standard  of  the  gold  coin,  it  became  less  Till- 
able as  an  article  of  exportation  than  silnr, 
and,  therefore,  the  latter  was  always  exported. 
Now  this  was  exactly  what  was  predicted  I7 
himself  and  others,  at  the  time  of  the  paaife 
of  the  law,  for  the  adjustment  of  the  nhe 
of  the  two  coins ;  and  the  result  has  prored  Ibe 
correctness  of  the  prediction.    Qold  could  net 
be  exported  under  that  law,  without  duadni- 
tage,  nnlet«  exchange  was  greatly  against  uj 
bnt    diver  can   profitably  be  exported,  m 
when  exportation  becomes  necessary,  it  i<J> 
course  made  in  that  species  of  coin  in  vbieli 
it  can  be  sent  abroad  without  loss.    Thii  *** 
exactly  in  accordance  with  the  infonnstK* 
which  iie  had  just  received  from  an  intell^ 
sotiroe,  in  one  of  onr  large  commercial  cities. 

Mr.  N1U8  thonght  Uiat  the  Senator  fim 
Eentncky  (Mr.  Clat)  was  mistaken  in  * 
causes  to  which  he  had  attributed  the  ecaofT 
of  silver  change,  and  that  he  was  mistakes  « 
the  fact  that  a  scarcity  of  change  existed  i» 
the  country  at  large.  He  thought  there  •• 
no  such  scarcity ;  he  knew,  in  many  plM*^  • 
was  abundant.  Within  his  own  eiperita* 
banks  had  refused  to  receive  it.  This  tm  ' 
convincing  proof  that  there  was  abimd»« 
of  it  It  is  known  to  everyone  whoh** 
quired  into  this  subject  that  silver  cb«ng«  ■ 
never  exported,  becwise  ita  nominal  ™'**,' 
foreign  market  would  be  lost  and  it  eof  W 
be  disposed  of  as  bullion  to  be  leooined,  ai» 
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moning  mnch  loss  by  the  prooees.  There  maj 
be  a  scarcity  of  change  in  some  States,  bat 
that  is  the  result  of  their  paper  systems.  The 
hostility  of  paper  to  silver  is  well  known; 
indeed,  so  hostile  is  it,  that  where  it  has  the 
power,  even  silver  fipennybits  are  driven  ont 
of  drcnlation.  What  was  the  resnlt  in  Phila- 
delphia, where  the  mint  was  located,  daring 
the  late  snspension  ?  In  that  city,  which,  pre- 
vioas  to  the  saspension,  was  thoroughly  sata- 
ntted  with  silver  change,  after  the  barrier  was 
broken  down  and  the  emission  of  shinplasters 
aathorized,  no  change  whatever  coold  be  pro- 
enred.  In  a  single  night,  the  state  of  things 
was  completely  changed.  Instead  of  an 
abondanoe  of  silver  change,  there  was  an  entire 
absence  of  it.  And  a  similar  resnlt;  will 
always  follow  a  similar  cause;  and  to  the 
extension  of  onr  paper  system,  the  circnlatiun 
of  one  dollar  notes,  and  notes  for  a  fractional 
part  of  a  dollar,  may  we  mach  more  appropria- 
tely look  for  the  scarcity  of  silver  change,  than 
the  operations  of  the  gold  bill  of  1886. 

Mr.  Stbamoe  said,  that,  upon  reflection,  he 
was  entirely  satisfied  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentncky  was  grossly  mistaken  in  the  posi- 
tions laid  down  by  him.  Every  man  ^ew 
tbat  there  had  l>een  a  great  increase  of  specie 
in  the  country,  rinoe  uie  passage  of  the  gold 
bill.  Now  this  increase  ooold  not  be  alto- 
gether in  gold,  but  most  be  partly  in  silver  and 
partly  in  gold.  He  was  also  satisfied  that 
there  ooold  not  be  the  difference  in  valne,  be- 
tween the  gold  and  silver  coinage,  which  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  supposed ;  for  he 
believed  that  their  relative  value  was  as 
nicely  acy*"^  >s  it  was  possible  for  human 
ingennity  to  do  it;  indeed,  this  was  shown 
to  be  the  case  by  the  prices  onrrent  in- foreign 
eonntries. 

The  Senator  from  Eentnoky  had  attributed 
the  disappearance  of  silver  qteoie  to  exportar 
tion,  and  he  attributed  it  to  the  hoardmg  of 
it  by  the  banks,  and  partly  by  individuals. 
Change  was  a  thing  that  was  never  exported. 
The  country  must  be  redooed  to  the  lowest 
ebb,  before  it  would  suffer  the  inoonvenienoe 
and  loss  of  sending  it  abroad ;  because  it  must 
go  aa  mere  bullion,  to  be  reooined,  in  the 
eonntries  to  which  it  is  sent.  Every  man  of 
reason  and  reflection,  could  see  at  once  the 
tme  cause  for  this  scarcity ;  and  upon  the 
soundest  principles  of  philosophy,  when  one 

rd  canse  presents  itself  it  was  idle  to  search 
another.  He  would  not  have  troubled  the 
Senate  with  these  remarks,  but  for  the  im- 
mediate connection  the  subject  had  with 
his  oonstitnents  and  himself^  and  but  for  the 
fidee  position  laid  down  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky. 

That  Senator  seemed  to  have  taken  North 
Carolina  under  his  especial  charge,  and  to  have 
felt  himself  called  upon  to  t^e  part  in  the 
public  struggles  within  her.  When  he  and  his 
oolleagne,  some  time  ago,  introduced  certain 
reaolnliona  omning  fiK>m  their  ^ote,  the  Sena- 


tor took  the  unusual  course  of  appearing  as 
the  advocate  of  one  of  the  political  parties  of 
that  State,  and,  in  a  lengthened  address,  assign- 
ing his  views  as  to  the  complexion  of  the  docn- 
ment,  and  the  course  of  the  North  Carolina 
Stoators  on  this  floor.  And  what  followed? 
Why,  a  garbled  statement  of  the  debate  was 
immediately  sent  out,  in  one  of  the  papers  of 
this  city,  in  advance  of  the  true  statement, 
containing  the  answers  of  his  colloagne  and 
himself;  and  no  doubt  the  intended  effect  was 
produced  before  the  contradiction  could  over- 
take the  misrepresentation,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  every  Whig  paper  in  the  State. 
What  was  the  case  now  ?  These  being  North 
Carolina  resolutions,  the  Senator  trota  Ken- 
tucky,  who  seams  to  take  such  an  interest  in 
that  State,  rises  in  his  place,  and  assumes  a 
position  in  relation  to  them,  which,  if  uncon- 
tradicted, will  have  an  unfavorable  effect 
on  the  public  mind.  We  must,  said  Mr.  S.,  be 
more  fortunate  now  than  usual,  if  the  contra- 
diction accompanies  the  assertion. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  prolong  this  discussion,  but  he  would 
assure  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  that 
he  had  not  the  least  inclination  to  interfere 
between  him  and  his  constituents.  When  the 
resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina  instructing  her  Senators  were  pre- 
sented, he  had  offered  some  remarks  because 
they  had  adverted  to  matters  of  general  inter- 
est, and  if  an  incorrect  report  of  them  had 
gone  forth  to  the  world,  no  one  would  regret 
it  more  than  he  did.  He  would  have  been 
pleased  had  the  discussion  been  published  just 
as  it  occurred  in  the  Senate,  but  he  had  no 
agency  or  control  of  the  subject.  So  much  for 
that  matter.  This  morning  the  Senator  pre- 
sents resolutions  on  the  subject  of  silver 
change,  and  I,  having  witliin  a  few  days  receiv- 
ed communications  from  different  sections  of 
the  country  on  the  same  subject,  think  proper 
to  make  a  few  remarks;  was  this  interfering 
between  the  Senator  and  his  constituents? 
He  thought  not.  But  the  Senator  seems  to 
think  that  I  am  mistaken  in  the  cause  to 
which  I  attribute  the  scarcity  of  silver  change, 
viz:  the  unequal  valuation  of  the  gold  bdl. 
But  did  not  facts  bear  out  the  assertion  ?  Look 
at  the  importation  of  specie  since  the  passage 
of  the  gold  bilL  Is.  it  not  almost  exclusively 
in  gold?  and  why  ?  Because  of  the  apprecia- 
tion of  that  metal  and  the  depreciation  of  silver 
by  that  bill.  This  affords  a  greater  profit  on 
the  importation  of  gold,  and  hence  there  is  not 
a  proportionate  supply  of  silver — ^the  metal 
which  furnishes  change.  So,  too,  when  ex- 
change with  foreign  nations  is  against  as, 
and  it  becomes  profitable  to  export  specie,  it 
is  found  more  advantageous  to  send  silver  than 
gold;  and  hence  a  cause  of  the  scarcity  of 
change  in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  other 
dties,  which  are  more  immediately  subject 
to  be  drained  of  their  specie  by  their  oontigaity 
to  our  commerce.    He  did  not  consider  nim- 
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self  infallible  on  this  subject,  bat  in  express- 
ing his  views  or  theories  on  the  matter,  be 
did  not  think  be  was  doing  any  thing  improper 
as  an  American  citizen  or  a  member  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Stbaitok  was  very  nnwilling  to  prolorig 
this  debate,  bnt  he  bad  been  drawn  into  it  very 
tmexpeotedly  and  unwillingly.  He  bod  assnm- 
.  ed  a  position,  which  he  felt  bonnd  to  maintain 
the  troth  and  reason  of.  He  said  that  the 
Senator  from  Eentncky  was  guilty  of  a  petitio 
prineipii — that  he  had  assamed  a  principle 
not  founded  on  fact  This  the  Senator  had 
denied,  but  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  had 
shown  a  better  reason  for  the  disappearance  of 
silver  change  than  he  had  given  in  the  begin- 
ning ;  and  if  he  was  right,  there  was  no  reason 
for  its  exportation,  but  a  very  good  reason  for 
its  importation. 

The  Senator  could  not  escape  from  his  posi- 
tion, for  whatever  relative  difference  tliere  was 
between  gold  and  silver,  paper  was  still  cheap- 
er than  either.  He  admitted  that  the  number 
of  one  dollar  notes  was  greatly  reduced.  Bnt 
small  bills,  even  as  low  as  three  dollars,  were 
Btm  in  circulation,  to  a  great  extent,  and  these, 
as  long  as  they  were  permitted  to  circulate, 
had  the  tendency  to  exclude  change  from  cir- 
culation, and  cause  it- to  be  hoarded.  The  Sen- 
ator said  that  the  banks  bad  no  interest  in 
hoarding  specie.  But  this  argument  could  not 
stand,  for  it  was  their  interest  to  hold  on  to  all 
the  specie  they  could  get,  so  as  to  circulate 
their  own  notes,  and  this  was  the  true  cause 
for  the  disappearance  of  chan  ge.  It  was,  there- 
fore, perfectly  idle  to  search  for  any  other 
cause,  or  to  talk  about  the  exportation  of  the 
smaller  coin  which  never  was  resorted  to. 
When  the  gold  bill  was  passed  it  was  not  to 
elevate  gold,  but  to  bring  it  to  its  true  value, 
when  compared  with  silver.  It  was  contended 
that  the  gold  coin  was  above  par,  and  was, 
eonsequently,  so  valuable  for  exportation,  that 
it  oonid  not  remain  in  the  country.  The  bill 
was,  therefore,  passed  to  remedy  that  evil, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  but  it  had  effected  that 
object. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  said  he  did  not  intend  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  relative  value  of  gold 
and  silver  coins,  but  to  express  the  opinion  that 
the  object  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Oarolhia, 
and  the  object  of  the  people  of  the  Southern 
Atlantic  and  South-western  States,  was  to  ob- 
tain a  supply  of  silver  change  in  place  of  the 
odious  shinplasters  which  now  infested  the  in- 
terior. With  proper  legislation  it  was  obvious 
that  that  object  could  be  effected  greatly  to  the 
interest  of  the  people,  without  any  expense  to 
the  Government  It  was  known  to  all  ac- 
quainted with  mining  operations,  that  where 
gold  was  found,  there  was  a  proportion  of  sil- 
ver found  with  it.  Now,  under  the  existing 
laws,  the  branch  mints  were  not  allowed  to 
coin  silver  change,  though  they  had  had  a 
sufficiency  of  silver  for  that  purpose,  which,  if 
coined,  would  not  be  exported,  but  go  into  the 


circulation  of  the  country,  in  place  of  those  filthjr 
shinplasters  which  now  usurped  their  place. 
That  was  the  object  of  these  resolutions,  and  it 
was  out  of  place  to  go  into  any  foreign  c&iau 
for  the  scarcity  complained  of. 

Mr.  Bknton  applauded  the  sound  and  practi- 
cal views  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Geo> 
gia,  (Mr.  LtrMPKiN,)  and  considered  what  he 
said  to  be  entirely  conclusive  on  the  point  to 
which  he  directed  his  observations.  He  did 
not  rise  to  add  any  thing  to  those  remarks,  bst 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  bad 
just  been  printed,  and  laid  on  our  tables,  and 
which  might  not  yet  have  been  obserred  by 
members.  It  was  a  report  which  contained 
the  precise  information  which  this  conversi- 
tional  debate  required,  and  which  would  show 
how  great  was  the  errur  of  suppodng  Aat  g<M 
coin  had  been  overvalued  in  tiie  United  Stties, 
by  the  act  of  1834,  and  how  far  that  act  was 
from  preventing  an  importation  of  silver,  or 
causing  it  to  be  exported,  or  banishing  ailTer 
change. 

It  would  be  recollected,  Mr.  6.  swd,  that  the 
friends  of  hard  money  had  passed  two  biUsin 
1834— a  silver  bill,  as  well  as  a  gold  biH  Ihe 
object  (f  the  latter  was  to  correct  the  error  of 
our  gold  standard ;  the  object  of  the  fonner 
was  to  repeal  the  law  pa^ed  by  the  Tnited 
States  Bank  party  in  1819  to  ill^ize  the  cir- 
culation of  all  silver  except  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars, of  which,  in  consequence  of  the  ceasatioB 
of  the  Spanish  dominion  over  Mexico  and  South 
America,  there  were  no  longer  any  coined.  It 
was,  therefore,  an  act  to  illegalize  the  circular 
tion  of  the  only  silver  which  came  to  ns: 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  these  Mils, 
continued  Mr.  B.,  the  most  Ingubrions  vaticina- 
tions were  indulged  in  by  the  paper-money 
party.  They  were  incessant  and  Tenement  in 
their  declarations  that  the  hard-moneycnrrai- 
cy  was  ruined ;  that  gold  was  debased;  that  it 
would  supersede  silver,  prevent  its  importo- 
tion,  cause  its  exportation,  and  drive  it  oat  of 
the  country ;  and  that  we  should  have  nohard- 
money  currency  but  a  debased  gold  coinage. 
These  were  the  declarations  incontinentlyie' 
peated  at  that  time ;  and  now,  after  npwaidi 
of  four  years'  experience,  how  stands  the  W 
Sir,  the  &ct  stands  thus :  that  so  far  from  pre- 
venting the  importation  of  silver,  the  actual 
importation  of  that  (Join  has  exceeded  thirtf- 
five  millions  of  dollars  since  the  passage  ct  the 
gold  bill ;  being  the  largest  importation  of  that 
coin  which  has  ever  taken  place  since  the » 
tablishment  of  the  Federal  Government  So 
much  for  importation ;  now  for  the  exportatica; 
and  here  it  is  seen  that  the  export  instead^  rf 
being  confined  to  silver,  was,  at  the  only  vB» 
that  a  commercial  exportation  took  place,  which 
was  in  the  spring  of  1837,  when  the  banks  sw- 
pended,  far  larger  of  gold,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  the  two  metals  wMoh  were  in  tM 
country,  than  it  was  of  silTer.  The  report  m 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  shows  that  tie 
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export  of  gold  was,  during  that  year,  $1,828,- 
000,  while  the  export  of  silver  was  only  $2,766,- 
OOO.  Now,  the  qnantity  of  silrer  in  the  conn- 
try  at  that  time  was  at  least  four  times  greater 
tfaian  that  of  gold ;  and,  therefore,  the  export 
of  Edlver  should  have  been  eight  or  nine  mil- 
lions to  have  been  in  proportion  to  the  gold, 
while  it  was  not,  in  fact,  so  much  as  one  mil- 
lion more.  Thus  it  is  proved  that  oar  gold 
bill  has  neither  jtrevented  the  importation  of 
silver,  nor  caused  its  exportation.  There  is  up* 
wards  of  seventy  millions  of  silver  now  in  the 
couitry,  besides  the  gold ;  and  the  only  cause 
of  its  ^sappearanoe  from  circulation  is  in  the 
deloge  of  nnall  notes  with  which  the  p(^>er- 
inoney  party  floods  the  land. 

So  much  for  silver :  with  respect  to  gold,  the 
same  report  shows  that  we  have  imported  about 
twenty-six  millions,  either  in  gold  coin  or  bul- 
lion, since  the  passage  of  the  gold  bill ;  that 
there  has  been  coined  of  the  former  gold  of  the 
United  States  about  a  million  and  a  quarter ; 
and  of  native  bullion  about  two  millions  and  a 
half;  making  an  acquisition  of  that  metal,  in 
about  four  years,  of  .thirty  millions  of  dollars, 
without  counting  what  came  in  by  emigrants, 
and  escaped  registry  at  the  custom-houses. 
The  whole  acquisition  of  gold  and  silver  since 
1832,  when  the  United  States  Bank  charter 
was  vetoed,  and  when  our-hard-money  policy 
first  commenced,  is  at  least  eigbfy  millions; 
■  which,  added  to  twenty  millions  which  was  in 
the  country  at  that  time,  makes  at  least  one 
hundred  millions  now  in  the  country. 

Besides  the  view  of  our  acquisition  of  gold 
and  silver  since  the  two  hard-money  bills  of 
18S4,  the  same  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shows  us  the  state  of  the  circulation 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  during  the 
whole  period  of  its  existence ;  and  this  state- 
ment shows  us  that  the  quantity  of  gold  now  in 
the  United  States  is  near  three  times  the  average 
circulation  of  that  Bank,  and  near  one-third 
more  than  it  ever  was  at  its  most  expanded 
period.  The  average  circnlation  of  that  Bank 
was  only  eleven  miUions  of  dollars ;  its  highest 
annual  circulation  was  only  twenty-two  mil- 
lions, wliile  our  gold  coin  is  now  actually  about 
thirty  millions.  This  being  the  case,  we  ought 
to  have  a  plentiful  gold  currency ;  we  ought  to 
have  three  times  as  much  gold  in  circulation  as 
we  formerly  had  of  United  States  Bank  notes. 
But  this  is  not  the  case ;  and  why  !  Because 
the  banks  hoard  the  gold,  and  will  not  pay  it 
oat  in  redemption  of  their  notes,  and  because 
the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States  encourages 
and  fosters  that  practice  of  the  banks  by  dis- 
pensing with  the  use  of  gold,  and  using  the  notes 
of  the  banks  in  the  collection  and  disbursement 
of  its  revenue.  As  long  as  this  is  the  case — so 
long  as  the  Federal  Government  uses  bank  pa- 
X>cr — gold  will  remain  locked  up  in  the  banks ; 
and  there  will  be  no  way  to  get  it  out  of  them 
but  to  make  them  overflow — ^to  gorge  them — 
to  bring  so  much  gold  into  the  count^  that  the 
banks  cannot  hoard  the  whole  of  it. 


This  is  another  proof,  continued  If  r.  B.,  that 

gold  is  not  debased  by  our  new  law.  If  it  was 
abased — if  it  was  reduced  below  its  relative 
value  to  silver — it  would  be  always  paid  out  in 
preference  to  silver  ;  but  it  is  not  so  paid  out. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  hug^  and  hoarded  by 
the  banks ;  they  will  give  silver  for  their  notes, 
but  they  make  apologies  when  yon  want  gold. 
There  is  still  another  proof  on  this  he»l ;  it 
is  to  be  found  in  every  price  current.  Look  to 
the  relative  value  of  Amerioan  gold  and  silver 
in  any  one  of  these  papers,  and  yon  will  always 
find  it  to  be  about  eqnaL  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars— ^those  with  a  Spanish  kmg's  head,  esped* 
ally  the  pillar  dolltu^  the  colimin  o{  Hercules 
doUaiB — they  bear  a  premium,  because  they  are 
wanted  for  exportation  to  the  East,  where  their 
cnrrenoy,  for  three  centuries  and  a  hal^  has 
made  them  the  most  acceptable  foreign  coin 
which  can  be  carried  to  the  Asiatic  or  African 
countries ;  but  American  gold  coin  and  silver 
are  even  in  the  market. 

No,  sir.  Gold  does  not  expd  silver,  but 
small  bank  notes  and  shinplasters  do  expel  it^ 
A  political  party,  and  the  banks  in  their  inter- 
est, do  all  they  can  to  banish  both  gold  and  sil- 
ver ;  and  it  is  the  bonnden  duty  of  the  Federal 
Government  to  cease  to  be  accessory  to  another 
explosion  of  the  banks  by  continuing  to  dis- 
pense with  the  use  of  coin,  and  continuing  to 
use  paper  money.  Another  escplosion  is  com- 
ing. It  will  come  as  certainly  as  the  revolu- 
tion of  the  seasons ;  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment should  foresee  the  event,  and  provide 
against  it  by  going  back  to  the  act  of  1789,  and 
acting  upon  t£at  act,  and  receiving  nothing  but 
gold  and  silver  in  payment  of  its  revenues. 
This  would  check  bank  expansions,  and  protect 
the  country  as  well  as  the  Federal  Treasury. 

At  lOi  premium  on  foreign  exchange,  exporta- 
tion of  specie  begins.  The  cotton  dealing  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  can  put  it  up  to  that  point 
any  day  that  it  pleases.  It  put  it  up  in  May  of 
1887;  the  exportation  of  specie  immediately 
began;  and  over  every  parcel  exported  the 
paper-money  party  shouted,  exulted,  and  tri- 
umphed, as  if  a  great  victory  had  been  achiev- 
ed. And  so  it  will  be  again.  The  premium  on 
foreign  exchanges  is  now  upwards  of  9  per 
centum ;  it  can  be  made  10^  at  any  moment ; 
then  for  exporting  specie,  triumphing  agidn, 
more  panics,  shutting  up  banks ;  and  charging 
the  whole  upon  the  Democratic  Administra- 
tion. 

To  return  to  the  North  Carolina  resolution ; 
it  is  a  wise.  Just,  and  necessary  measure  which 
it  requires.  The  branch  mints  should  coin  sil- 
ver change ;  they  will  be  able  to  supply  it  to 
districts  of  interior  country,  which  cannot  ob- 
tain supplies  from  New  Orleans  or  Philadel- 
phia. This  Administration,  and  that  of  Gen. 
Jaclcson,  have  be^n  to  furnish  a  national  sup- 
ply of  silver  change.  They  have  done  mucli ; 
but  it  is  only  the  commencement  of  what  ought 
to  be  done.  The  country  does  not  yet  feel  the 
supply.    Nine-tenths  of  the  Union  has  no  silver 
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change  of  our  coinage.  It  will  take  yean  of 
dose  work  at  all  our  mints  to  give  ns  the  supply 
of  this  change  which  France  and  England  naa, 
say  three  dollars  ahead  to  each  person  of  their 
whole  population.  It  will  take  us  several  years 
to  attain  that  point ;  and  we  need  it  more  than 
the  French  and  English  do ;  for  we  hare  to 
guard  against  the  shinplaster  party ;  we  have  to 
guard  against  another  deluge  of  shinplasters  at 
ue  next  suspension  of  the  banks ;  we  have  to 
guard  against  this  pestilence;  and  it  is  our 
business  to  provide  such  an  ample  supply  of 
silver  change  that  there  can  be  no  pretext  for 
another  issue  of  this  pestiferous  8tn£ 

Silver  change  is  never  exported ;  and  this  is 
another  reason  for  an  ample  supply  of  it.  Two 
or  three  dollars  ahead,  for  our  whole  popula- 
tion, ought  to  be  coined  in  26  cent,  10  cent,  and 
6  cent  pieces. 

Mr.  Bbows  observed  that  he  was  not  in  his 
seat  when  his  honorable  colleague  presented 
the  resolutions,  but  he  had  heard  a  part  of  the 
debate  whidi  had  grown  out  of  them.  He  rose 
now  for  the  purpose  of  declining  to  enter  into 
the  discussion  on  what  he  considered  a  mere 
abstract  proposition.  The  Senate  had  given  the 
best  proof  of  its  conviction  of  the  value  of  silver 
circulation,  by  passing  the  bill  which  he  intro- 
duced at  the  early  part  of  the  session,  to  au- 
thorize the  branch  mints  to  coin  silver  change. 
He  had  now  nothing  farther  to  say  than  to  ex- 
press the  hope  that  this  bill  would  receive  a  fa- 
vorable consideration  in  another  quarter. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stbanob,  the  resolutions 
were  then  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


HOUSB  Of  HEPBESENTATIVZS. 

MoiTDAT,  February  4. 
Vermont  Anti-Slmery  Betolutiotu, 

This  being  petition  day,  the  Spbakkb  an- 
nounced, as  the  first  business  in  order,  the  joint 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  pre- 
sented two  Greeks  agp  by  Mr.  Evxbktt,  on  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  ColumbiiL  the  slave-trade,  etc.,  which 
Mr.  E.  had  moved  to  have  read,  printed,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

The  Chaib  had  decided  that  these  resolu- 
tions fell  within  the  operation  of  Mr.  Atbeb- 
ton'b  resolution  of  the  12th  of  December,  and 
that  they  must  go  on  the  table,  in  the  words  f 
that  order,  without  being  read,  printed,  debated, 
or  referred. 

Mr.  EvKBZTT  took  an  appeal  from  that  de- 
cision. 

The  Speakbb  stated  the  grounds  of  his  de- 
cision substantially  as  follows:  certain  joint 
resolutions  were  presented  from  the  Le^^ature 
of  Vermont,  embracing,  among  other  things, 
the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  ttie 
District  of  Oolnmbia,  the  slave-trade  between 


the  States,  and  the  admission  of  new  States  in* 
to  the  Union.  The  Obaib  decided  that  these 
portions  of  the  memorials  or  resolutions,  und^ 
the  order  of  the  House  of  the  12tb  of  December 
last,  would  lie  on  the  table.  Any  o&er  por- 
tion of  the  resolutions  which'  merely  went  to 
grotest  against  that  order,  would  not  fall  with- 
1  the  operation  of  it  Upon  presenting  tbeoe 
resolutions,  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  mored 
that  they  be  read,  printed,  and  referred  to  • 
committee — 

Mr.  EvKBBTT.    To  a  Committee  of  the  Wbok 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  Bpxaskk.  It  is  tiie  same  thing.  The 
Chaib  then  reiterated  several  former  dedsioiw 
of  the  House,  identical  with  the  one  then  nnder 
consideration.  In  the  first  session  of  the  S4tb 
Congress,  awhile  the  select  committee  raised 
under  the  resolution  of  Mr.  PiNumnn  on  tlte 
subject  of  slavery  was  in  existence,  a  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  not  now  a  member  of  this 
House,  (Mr.  Patton,)  presented  certun  joint  res- 
olutions of  the  IiMtslatnre  of  that  State  on 
the  sulject  of  Abolition,  and  moved  their  ref- 
erence to  that  committee  with  certua  in- 
structions. There  was  an  existing  order  then 
in  force  for  the  reference  of  all  papws  on  this 
subject  to  that  select  committee,  nnder  rimilar 
prohibitions  against  being  read,  debated,  &o^ 
and  nnder  the  general  phraseology  of  Aat 
order,  the  present  Speaker  decided  that  reeidii- 
tions  of  State  Legislatures  fell  within  he  order. 
From  that  decision  Mr.  Patton  took  «a  appeal, 
and  upon  a  solemn  vote  of  tiie  House  the  de- 
cision was  sustained  by  a  vote  of  14S  to  40. 
Upon  the  point  as  to  reading  such  resoIationiL 
the  same  question  was  decided  at  the  same,  and 
again  at  the  subsequent  sessions,  viz.;  that, 
under  the  then  existing  orders,  they  oonld  not 
be  read.  At  the  same  session  of  that  OoDgress, 
a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  AbeUtion,  te., 
was  presented  by  the  same  gmtleman  Irom 
Vermont,  who  asked  for  its  reading.  The 
Speaker  decided  it  must  go  to  the  selMt  com- 
mittee without  reading,  and  the  Honse  aoqoi- 
esced  in  that  decision.  At  tiie  second  senoon 
of  that  Congress,  the  gentieman  from  Masaa* 
chusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  after  the  ad<^tion  of  am 
order  rimuar  to  the  one  now  in  force,  present- 
ed a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  Abolition, 
and  called  for  its  reading.  The  Speaker  dec^ 
ed  that  it  must  go  on  the  table  without  b^g 
read,  printed,  or  referred,  reciting  the  words 
of  the  order.  An  appeal  was  taken  tmta  dua 
decision,  and  the  appeal  was  laid  on  the  toUe. 
On  the  same  occasion,  Mr.  Adams  presented 
upwards  of  twenty  other  similar,  petitiona,  and 
asked  the  reading  of  each.  The  Speaker  made 
the  same  decision  in  each  case,  tiie  gentleman 
appealed  in  every  one  of  them,  and  ^e  appeals 
were  severally  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  (tf 
the  House.  These  questions  had  been  repeat- 
edly settled  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Bbohsoh  had  intended,  at  first,  he  said, 
to  demand  the  previous  question,  but  he  now 
moved  to  lay  the  qipeel  on  the  taUe. 
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Kr.  ETBBirrr  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on 
tihat  motion,  which,  being  ordered,  were— rjeas 
122,  nays  44. 

Mr.  EvKRBTT  then  moved  to  refer  that  por> 
iJoB  of  the  reaolntions  relating  only  to  the  res- 
olotion  of  the  12th  of  December  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Dbomoools  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
-which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 


IN  SKITATK. 

TuMDAY,  February  8. 

Armtd  Oeeupatum  and  SettlemetU  tf  Florida, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bsmoir,  the  bill  for  the 
anned  oecnpation  and  settlement  of  Florida 
waa  taken  up,  and  discussed^  by  Messrs.  Bex- 
Tos,  PsBSTOir,  and  Linn. 


Thcbsdxt,  Febmary  1. . 

JStmatutrante  againtt  outtide  InttirftrtiMe  wt^ 
SUatry  in,  the  Diitriet  of  Cchimbia. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  memo- 
rial,  rigned  by  a  number  of  the  inhf^itants  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  remonstrating  against 
the  interference  of  the  citisens  of  other  parts  of 
the  country  in  the,  subject  of  davery  in  the 
J>iatriot,  and  against  any  action  on  the  part  of 
Congress  in  compliance  with  such  unauthor- 
ised interference. 

After  giving  an  abstract  of  the  contents  of 
the  memorial,  Mr.  C.  said  he  would  embrace 
the  importunity  of  presenting  his  views  on  the 
snbiect  of  these  Abolition  petitions.  He  said 
he  bad  been,  and  was  still  of  the  opinion,  that 
the  proper  course  for  the  disposal  of  these  pe- 
titions would  have  been  to  receive  them,  and 
refer  them  to  an  appropriate  oomn^ttee,  who 
might  present  to  the  community  a  strong  and 
argumentative  appeal  on  the  subject.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate  thought  otherwise;  and 
while  they  had  no  intention  to  violate  the  right 
of  netition,  the  course  which  they  had  adopted 
haa  enabltid  the  Abolitionists  to  represent  tnem 
as  having  done  so,  and  thereby  greatly  to  in- 
orease  their  numerical  strength.  He  said  that 
tke  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  and  in  the  Territories  was  but  a  means 
of  accomplishing  the  ultimate  aim  of  the  Abo- 
Htimiists — universal  emancipation.  They  were 
stages,  nnd  short  stages  to  a  bloody  goal — 
emancipation  without  compensation,  and  with- 
out moral  preparation.  For  this  they  were  at- 
tempting to  excite  the  people  of  one  section  of 
the  Union  against  another  section,  by  exagge- 
rated pictures  of  the  horrors  of  slavery.  Hence 
their  continual  agitation  of  the  subject,  and 
their  attempt  to  connect  it  witli  the  political 
controversies  of  the  country.  He  alluded  to 
the  distinguished  agitator  on  another  sphere, 
(O'Connell,)  who  has  said  that  we  should  be 
excluded  from  the  respectable  society  of  Eu- 
rope ;  a  society  to  which  he  himself  lias  only  » 


kind  of  contraband  admittance,  and  was  tole- 
rated with  a  soomftal  repugnance.  He  consid- 
ered his  ebullitions  as  the  malignant  ravings  of 
the  plunderer  of  his  own  country,  and  the  li- 
beller of  a  kindred  people.  He  said  that  persons 
of  both  sections,  and  of  the  different  political 
parties  of  the  Union,  have  endeavored  to  profit 
by  the>  Abolition  excitement.  Previous  to  the 
late  Presidential  election,  Mr.  Van  Bnren  had 
been  charged  with  being  an  Abolitionist.  He 
(Mr.  0.)  never  participated  or  believed  in  this 
charge.  No,  sir,  he  is  no  Abolitionist.  He 
coqjnred  Abolitionists  to  pause,  and  look  on 
the  dreadful  precipice  towards  which  they  were 
harrying  our  beloved  country.  He  denied  that 
Congress  had  any  power  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject  of  slavery.  He  said  that  by  the  Mis- 
souri compromis*.  Florida  had  a  right  when 
she  had  the  requisite  population,  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Union  with  the  institution  of  slavery. 
He  denied  the  right  of  Congress  to  interfere 
with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  so 
long  as  slavery  did  not  interfere  with  the  com- 
fortoble  occupation  of  the  District  as  a  seat  of 
Government  for  the  Union,  which  was  provid- 
ed by  the  act  of  cession.  The  idea  of  Congress 
having  power  to  prohibit  the  transportation  of, 
slaves  fhom  one  State  to  another,  was  preposter-  i 
ous.  He  said  that  the  ultimate  aim  of  Abolition- 
ists was  emancipation,  the  universal  emandpa- 1 
tion  of  three  millions  of  slaves  in  the  United 
States.  These  were,  on  an  average,  worth  at 
least  four  hundred  dollars  each  ;  and  thus  would 
result  the  destruction  of  property  to  the  amount 
of  twelve  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  by  a  single 
fiat  of  legislation.  It  was  said  there  was  no 
right  of  property  in  slaves ;  but  that  was  prop- 
erty which  the  laws  made  property.  If  Aboli- 
tionists were  sincere,  they  should  begin,  as  a 
preliminary  step,  to  raise  these  twelve  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  for  it  would  be  the  height 
of  injustice  to  ask  citizens  of  slaveholding  Strtes 
to  raise  money  to  pay  for  their  own  property. 
He  said  that  the  Abolitionists,  whatever  tiiey 
might  profess,  were  in  favor  of  amalgamation, 
and  supposed,  as  the  leading  white  Abolition- 
ists evinced  no  disposition  to  commence  the 
work,  that  they  int^ded  that  it  should  be  car- 
ried out  by  the  poorer  class,  who  were  expect- 
ed to  consent  to  the  vile  and  loathsome  associ- 
ation. He  said  that  the  two  colors  could  not 
associate  together  on  terms  of  equality ;  the 
whites  must  rule  the  blacks,  or  the  blacks 
would  rule  them ;  that  contests  foi;  superiority 
would  inevitably  take  place,  and  widely  extend- 
-yd  carnage  and  desolation  would  be  the  residt. 
Our  country,  with  its  happy  population,  its 
smiling  cities,  and  well-cultivatecr  plantatKms, 
would  present  naught  but  desolated  fields,  con- 
flagrated cities,  and  scenes  of  butchery  and 
murder.  Mr.  C.  illustrated  and  defended  these 
and  other  positions,  in  an  able  speech  of  nearly 
two  hours  in  length. 

Mr.  Calhoun  sud,  that  when  he  turned  his 
eyes  back  for  the  last  twelve  months,  and  com-    \ 
pared  what  he  then  hoard  with  what  was  now.     \ 
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Mid,  in  the  same  qoArter,  b«  was  forcibly 
rtniok,  and  he  might  say,  pleoaorably^,  with  the 
change.  I  thinic,Baid  hcL  tbatitwas  jnstabont 
<me  jear  since  that  the  Senate  waH  engaged  in 
the  discoasioa  of  a  series  of  resolutions  relating 
to  the  same  subject  on  which  we  have  heard 
the  Senator  to-day,  and  which  occupied  the 
time  of  this  body  for  about  two  weeks,  in  the 
disconion  of  what  many  were  pleased  to  call 
useless  abstractions.  At  that  time  Abolition 
was  adyancing  with  strides  which  threatened 
the  Union  itself.  To  meet  the  approaching 
danger,  he  (Mr.  C.)  turned  his  eyes  to  State 
Bights,  as  the  ark  of  our  safety,  and  which  has, 
herietofore,  carried  as  safely  through  every  difS- 
onlty.  The  resolutions  to  which  he  referred, 
were  put  forward  as  the  rallying  ground  for  all 
who  embraced  the  State  Bights  creed.  How 
they  were  received  on  the  Oppodtion  side,  he 
wonld  not  say ;  but  on  this  side  he  was  ably 
■apported  by  his  Republican  friends  of  the 
North,  the  gratefU  recollection  of  which  he 
should  ever  retain.  That  movement  gave  the 
firat  eflfectoal  blow  to  Abolition. 

At  the  okise  of  the  session,  it  was  followed 
op  by  an  address  to  the  pe<^le  of  the  United 
StatM,  which  was  headed  oy  the  Senator  from 
Oonneeticnt  on  my  right,  (Mr.  Niuss.)  It  took 
the  same  elevated  ground,  that  this  was  not  a 
consolidated  Government,  but  a  Federal  Re- 
pnblio  of  confederated  sovereignties ;  and  that 
neither.this  Government  nor  any  of  the  States, 
or  their  citizens,  had  a  right,  either  here  or 
elsewhere,  to  interfere  with  the  domestic  insti- 
tutions of  the  other  States.  Tins  address,  fol- 
lowing the  original  move,  had  a  powerftil  ef- 
fect in  oonsolidatinff  all  of  the  State  Rights 
creed  throughout  the  entire  non-slav^olding 
States  against  the  Abolitionists,  which  effectu- 
ally checked  their  inrther  progress. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  session,  another 
movement  on  the  same  principle,  made  in  the 
other  wing  of  the  Oapitol,  (Mr.  Atbkbton's 
restdutions,)  and  which  was  sustained  by  a 
strong  mtgority,  followed  with  the  most  happy 
effect.  The  work  was  done.  The  spirit  of 
Abolition  was  overthrown,  of  which  we  have 
a  strong  confirmation  in  what  we  have  this  day 
heard;  The  South  was  consolidated  as  one  man 
agaiostit,  and  a  great  political  party  of  the 
North  was  nearly  eqnally  uiited  in  opposition : 
and  he  hoped,  from  indications  that  could 
scarcely  deceive,  that  the  other  party  there 
would  also  »Don  be  found  rallied  against  it. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  this  is  a  great  epoch  in  our 
political  history.  Of  all  the  dangers  to  which 
we  have  ever  been  exposed,  this  has  been  the 
greatest  Tf^  may  now  consider  it  as  passed. 
The  resolutions  to  which  be  referred,  with  the 
following  movements,  gave  the  fatal  blow,  to 
whidi  the  position  now  assnmed  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kei^tucky  has  given  the  finishing 
stroke.  What  has  been  done,  will  be  followed 
by  a  great  moral  revolution  in  the  tone  of  feel- 
ing and  thinking  in  reference  to  the  domestic 
insdtntions  of  the  Sooth.    Already  the  discus- 


sion has  effected  a  great  change  among  our- 
selves. There  were  many,  very  many,  in  tin 
slaveholding  States,  who,  at  the  conuneneemeBt 
of  the  controversy,  believed  that  slaveiy,  as  ii 
existed  among  us,  was  an  evil  to  be  tdentfcd, 
because  we  could  not  esci^  from  it,  bnt  not  to 
be  defended.  That  has  passed  away.  We  nof 
believe  it  has  been  a  great  blessing  to  both  of 
the  races — ^the  Enropean  and  Afncan,  vMcli, 
by  a  mysterious  Providence,  have  been  broaght 
together  in  the  Southern  section  of  this  Uoioo. 
The  one  has  greatly  improved,  and  the  other 
has  not  deteriorated ;  while,  in  a  political  poiiit 
of  view,  it  has  been  the  great  stay  of  the  UnioD 
and  our  free  institutions,  and  one  of  the  miii 
sonrees  of  the  unbounded  prosperity  of  th« 
whole.  Now  that  we  have  withstood tiieiliod^ 
onr  institutions  would  be  viewed  more  UMj  . 
than  they  have  hitherto  been,  and  he  had  lo 
{4>prehension  but  that  the  result  would  be 
a  great  change  of  feeling  towards  thm,  Bot 
only  in  onr  country,  but  over  the  ciriliud 
world. 

I  did  not  rise,  said  Mr.  C,  to  enter  into  * 
discussion  of  the  subject  I  heard  the  Senitor 
from  Keptuoky  with  pleasure.  His  ^leechvill 
have  a  happy  effect,  and  will  do  mncb  to  con- 
summate what  had  already  been  -so  bspiul; 
begun,  and  sucoeaefolly  carried  on  towiHi  % 
completion. 


Satdbdat,  February  9. 
Florida  Armed  Oeeupatim. 

Mr.  Bkntok  moved  to  take  np  the  biH  iit 
the  armed  occupation  of  that  part  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida  now  overrun  by  bands  (rf  b»- 
randing  Indians ;  which  motion  was  agreed  Uv 
and  the  bill  was  taken  np  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  question  being  on  the  motiei 
for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bilL 

On  taking  this  question,  it  was  decided  is 
the  negative,  as  follows : 

TiAS.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentncky,  *?• 
ton,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  UcKean,  Merrick,  ITorA, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Rnggies,  awA 
of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  u»l 
White— 20. 

Nats.— Messrs.  ADen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bnebsmi, 
Calhoun,  CUy  of  Alabama,  CutKbati,  Fulton,  Hnb- 
baid.  King,  Linn,  Lnmpkin,  Mouton,  MdxM  ^^ 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Bobinaon,  Sevier,  Smith  of  C» 
nectictit,  Wall,  WiUiams  of  MissisBpiM,  Wriglit,  "id 
Young— 24. 

Mr.  BsNTOir  offered  several  amendments  to 
the  details  of  the  bill,  which  were  adopted. 

Mr.  WiLUAMS,  of  Misnssippi,  offered  « 
amendment  requiring  the  settler  to  be  over 
eighteen  years  of  age,  to  be  entitled  to  the 
grant  of  land  provided  in  the  bill ;  which  w«s 
adopted ;  and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bsnton,  the  bill  ^  *" 
dered  to  be  printed  as  amended,  and  m  oi 
the  table  till  Monday  next 
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HOUSB  OF  REFEESKirrATIVK& 

Satubdat,  Febnuuy  9. 

AppUeatio*  tf  Steam  to  NmigaHim — Dr. 

JRumief. 
Mr.  Undkbwood  called  up  the  following  joint 
resolution,  reported  by  him  a  day  or  two  ago, 
from  the  Select  Committee  raised  on  the  sub- 
ject: 

Reulved  by  Ihe  Senate  and  Haute  of  Reprttenia- 
liveM  of  the  United  Statet  of  America  in  Congreu 
tuemiled,  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
requested  to  present  to  James  Rninsey,  jonior,  the 
son  and  only  child  of  James  Ramsey,  deceased,  a 
ititable  gold  medal,  commemoratiTe  of  Iiis  father's 
jerrioes  and  high  agency  in  ^ving  to  the  world  the 
l>eiiefits  <tf  the  steamboat 
The  motion  of  Mr.  U.  being  agreed  to, 
Mr.  RuHSET,  of  Eentnoky,  rose  and  said : 
James  Rumsey  was  a  native  of  Maryland, 
from  which  State  he  removed,  in  early  man- 
hood, to  Shepherdstdwn,  Yirgmia,  where  he 
turned  Lis  attention  exclusively  to  engineering 
and  mechanical  porsuits — snperintending  for 
a  time  the  operations  of  the  Potomac  company 
in  improving  the  navigation  of  that  river — 
so^esting  many  novel  views  in  mechanism, 
and  making  various  improvements  in  mUling 
and  the  application  of  water  power.  As  early 
as  July  or  Angnst,  1788,  as  (q>pear8  by  the 
testimony,  he  conceived  the  •  idea  of  navi- 
gation by  steam;  and  ftota  this  time  to  the 
boor  of  his  death  his  whole  soul  was  absorbed 
[n  this  great  subject  It  will  be  recollected 
that  at  this  early  period  the  mechanic  arts, 
and,  more  especially,  that  branch  embracing 
3te«n  machinery,  were  in  their  very  infancy 
in  America.  There  was  no  steam  machinery 
in  it  There  were  no  practical  artists  capable 
Df  fabricating  any.  Even  in  England^thongh 
some  progress  had  been  made  by  Watt,  the 
steam  engine,  and  its  great  appendage,  the 
boiler  or  generator,  were  rude,  imperfect, 
iM>mparativeIy  inefficient  Rumsey  had  to  in- 
vent^ to  originate  ovexj  thing — ^to  procure 
From  different  places,  and  different  workshops, 
uid,  though  not  a  practical  mechanic,  often  to 
Eashion  and  modify  with  his  own  hands  the 
rarions  parts  of  a  work  even  now  difficult  and 
complicate.  Fi-om  the  inexperience  of  work- 
men, and  the  total  absence  of  all  the  tools  and 
machines  now  collected  in  engine  factories,  his 
progress  was  necessarily  expensive,  slow,  em- 
barrassed, and  all  execution  so  imperfect  as  to 
preclude  Uie  possibility  of  more  than  partial 
success.  Under  these  most  disadvantageous 
circumstances,  he  succeeded  in  the  autumn  of 
1784  in  making  a  private,  but  very  imperfect 
experiment,  in  order  to  t^  some  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  invention.  And  notwithstanding 
much  of  his  machinery  was  so  utterly  defective 
us  quickly  to  fail  in  many  parts,  and  to  require 
renewal  and  reconstruction  tbronghout,  yet 
io  well  convinced  was  he  of  ultimate  success 
Worn,  this  experiment,  that,  at  the  October 
lession  of  the  Yir^nia  Legislature  for  that 


year,  he  applied  for  and  obttdned  an  act 
guaranteeing  to  him  the  exdasive  use  of  his  in- 
vention in  navigating  the  vraters  of  the  State. 
This  win  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  statutes 
of  that  Commonwealth.  About  the  same 
time,  also,  he  communicated  his  invention  to 
General  Washington,  as  appears  by  a  letter 
of  that  personage,  the  original  of  which  was 
iHifore  that  committee,  dated  November,  1767, 
to  the  late  Gkivemor  Johnson,  of  Maryland.  It 
seems  that  he  did  not  earlier  make  this  com- 
munication to  Washington,  because  he  had 
not  matured  and  digested  his  plan,  or  tested 
its  truth  by  any,  even  partial  experiments. 
And  when  he  did  make  it,  so  new,  so  bold,  so 
original,  and  unheard  of  was  it,  that  Washing- 
ton declares  in  that  letter  that  he  considered  it 
"  rather  as  an  ebullition  of  his  genius  "  than  as 
any  thing  likely  to  be  avulable. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  (January, 
1786,)  he  obtained  a  patent  fi-om  the  General 
Assembly  of  Maryland  for  navigating  by  steam 
the  bays  and  rivers  of  that  Stcrte ;  and  imme> 
diately  afterwards  commenced  preparations  for 
an  experiment  on  a  larger  scale.  Through 
the  whole  of  this  year,  he  was  deeply  engaged 
in  bnilding  a  boat,  and  procuring,  improv- 
ing, adapting  and  testing  the  several  parts  of 
his  machinery.  He  did  not,  however,  fh>m 
the  causes  which  I  hav^  before  mentioned,  get 
ready  for  a  public  trial  until  the  year  follow- 
ing, (1786,)  which,  all  things  coiuidered,  was 
eminently  sucoessftil.  This  experiment  was 
made  on  the  Potomac,  near  Shepherdstown, 
Virginia,  in  tho  presence  of  hundreds  of 
spectators.  It  is  proven  by  various  witnesses. 
It  is  described  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Bedinger, 
and  certified  by  Doctor  Alexander,  of  Balti- 
more, for  whose  high  respectability  I  refer  to 
such  of  the  delegation  from  Maryland  as  are 
acquwited  with  him.  The  gentleman  near  me 
(Mr.  Jknipib)  says  there  is  no  one  more 
worthy  of  fdl  confidence.  In  this  trial  he 
succeeded,  notwithstanding  the  unavoidable  im- 
perfection of  lys  machinery,  in  propeUing  At* 
ooat  agaitut  the  current  by  tteam  alone/our  of 
fite  mile*  an  hour.  There  was  long  in  the 
possesion  of  one  of  his  ihmily  an  ancient 
pamphlet — with  high  evidence  of  authenticity 
upon  its  face,  which  I  have  often  read,  and  the 
general  contents  of  which,  I  know,  are  recol- 
lected by  many  persons  in  Kentucky — con* 
taining  the  api»«batory  certificates  of  nnmer- 
ons  gentlemen,  who  witnessed  this  exhibition; 
amongst  them,  that  of  General  Gates,  as  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Bedinger.  This  pamphlet  has 
been  lost  or  mislud ;  and  those  interested  have 
been  unable  to  repossess  themselves  of  it,  or 
to  obtain  another  copy.  Bat  independent  of 
this  mass  of  testimony,  the  proof  oefore  the 
committee  as  to  this  experiment  is  so  clear, 
so  aipple,  and  conclusive,  that  no  one  can  read 
it  and  doubt.  The  results  of  this  trial  were 
by  no  means  discouraging.  So  far  from  it,  that, 
says  Doctor  Alexander,  who  was  on  board, 
"every   person  present    believed    that   Mr. 
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Snmsey  had  aocomplished  all  his  wishes." 
The  first  efforts  of  Fnlton  in  America,  more 
than  twenty  years  after,  were  bat  little  more 
anocessfoL  It  was  not  until  after  repeated 
trials — great  and  extensive  modifio^ons  and 
improvements,  requiring  mnoh  time  and  money, 
and  testing  to  the  ntmost  the  liberal  patronage 
of  Livingston — that  he  succeeded  in  obtaining 
a  velocity  reasonably  asefiil.  And  even  the 
utmost  rapidity  with  whicb  he  navigated  his 
boats  was  far,  infinitely  ftr,  behind  tlukt  which 
sabseqoent  improvement  has  achieved.  I  speak 
not  this  in  disparagement  of  Fulton.  It  can- 
not be  so  understood.  Great  inventions,  re- 
quiring complicate  machineiy,  are  never  per- 
noted  and  sddom  made  emin«itly  useful  at 
once.  High  ezoellenoe  is  rarely  attained  until 
the  mechaniod  world  has  tendered  its  offer- 
ings— spoored  in  its  contributions  through  a 
long  series  of  years.  Time,  labor,  money, 
repeated  modifications  and  experiments — the 
conjoint  suggestions  of  practical  and  theoreti- 
cal mechanics,  are  all  prerequisite  and  auxiliary 
to  tbe  perfeetnation  of  a  great  invention. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  printing  press  of  our 
day,  throwing  off  thousands  of  accurate  impres- 
sions in  an  hour.  From  its  wondrous  celerity 
in  multiplying  copies,  and  through  the  agency 
of  steam  on  the  land  and  the  water,  scatter- 
ing th«u  fiw  and  near,  it  may  almost  be  com- 
pared, in  its  capacity  for  the  diffusion  of  intel- 
leotnu  light,  to  the  sun  in  the  heavens,  in  his 
owadty  fior  shedding  physical  warmth  and 
radiance  upon  the  world.  And  yet  the  press 
of  onr  day — all  admirable  as  it  is — is  but  the 
rude  wooden  type  and  clumsy  apparatus  of 
the  great  German  inventor,  in  a  beautifal,  im- 
proved, and  perfected  form. 

But  to  return  firom  this  digresaon,  in  which, 
as  I  promised  brevity,  I  oufht  not  to  have 
indulged.  After  his  experiment — sucoeasfbl 
experiment — upon  the  Potomac,  in  1786,  to 
which  I  have  adverted,  Bumsey,  being  under 
the  strong  conviction  that  skilful  workmen 
and  perfeot  machinery  were  alone  wanting  to 
the  most  complete  success,  and  sensible  Siat 
such  could  not  then  be  procured  in  America, 
resolved  to  go  to  England  With  slender 
means  of  his  own,  and  aided — ^no,  not  aided — 
but  mocked  and  deluded  by  some  timid  and 
nnsteady  patronage,  he  there  resumed  with 
untiring  energy  his  great  undertaking.  He 
proceeded  to  procure  patents  from  the  British 
Government  for  steam  navigation,  and  various 
inventions  embracing  improved  steam  engines 
and  boilers ;  those  of  Watt,  and  all  preening 
ones,  being  extremely  inartificial  and  imper- 
fect These  patents  bear  date  in  the  beginning 
of  1788.  Many  of  hia  inventions,  in  one 
modified  form  or  another,  are  now  in  general 
use.  As,  for  instance,  the  cylindrical  lioiler, 
so  superior  to  the  old  tub  or  still-boilers,  in 
the  presentation  of  fire  surface,  and  edacity 
for  holding  highly  ruified  steam,  is  described, 
both  single  and  combined,  in  his  speoificatiraia,  { 


and  is  identical  in  principle  with  the  tnb-boihr, 
which  he  used  in  his  Potomac  experiment. 

Difficulties  and  embturassmentsof  specmu- 
ary  nature,  and  t^ers,  such  as  inTuialiljr 
obstruct  the  progress  of  a  new  inreDtioo, 
attended  him  in  England.  He  was  often  com- 
pelled to  abandon,  temporarily,  Ids  main  object, 
and  turn  his  attention  to  something  else,  in 
order  to  raise  means  to  resnmei  it.  fie  ymv- 
took,  with  the  same  power,  but  by  its  more 
judicious  «q>plication,  to  produce  hinier  leaoltB 
in  several  waterworks,  in  all  which  he  saa- 
ceeded,  realizing  thereby  some  reputation,  and 
some  fands  to  apply  to  his  favorite  project. 

At  another  tune,  as  mentioned  by  the  com- 
mittee in  their  report,  in  order  to  avoid  % 
"  London  iul,"  and  the  delay,  if  not  defeat,  of 
all  his  high  hopes,  he  was  compelled  to  trms- 
fer,  at  what  he  considered  a  ruinous  sacrifioe, 
a  large  interest  in  his  invention — a  cootnct 
which  entangled  and  embarrassed  him  during 
the  remainder  of  his  short  life.  Still,  howerer, 
he  stroked  on,  undismayed;  and  had  con- 
structed a  boat  of  about  one  hundred  tcoi 
burden,  and  pushed  forward  his  machinei?  so 
near  to  the  point  of  completion  as  to  be  able 
to  indicate  a  day  not  very  distant  for  a  irnblio 
exhibition,  when  his  sadden  death  ensaea  from 
apoplexy,  while  discussing  the  principles^  of 
one  of  his  inventions  before  a  phQosopbidl 
society  of  London.  A  very  interesting  accoont 
of  the  manner  of  his  death  is  given  in  the  letter 
of  R  0.  Wakefield,  amongst  the  papers  before 
the  select  committee.  With  his  life,  the  irbde 
project  ceased ;  there  was  no  one  present  to 
administer ;  there  was  no  one  interested  in  lui 
undertaking  possessed  of  skill  and  ability  to 
carry  it  out.  Most  men  looked  npon  it  as 
wild  and  visionary.  Few  would  have_  been 
willing  to  incur  the  ridicule  of  attempting  to 
complete  it.  All  that  he  left— his  very  boat 
and  machinery — barely  sufficed  to  satisfy  anx- 
ious and  greedy  creditors. 

With  the  sudden  death  of  Fiesoo,  of  Genoa, 
that  most  extraordinary  revolution  which,  in 
a  single  night,  with  admirable  ability,  he  bad 
nearly  effected,  ceased,  rolled  back,  became 
abortive.  So  did  the  sudden  death  of  ttus 
humbler,  but  more  nsefnl  man,  arrest  all 
farther  prosecution,  at  that  time,  of  the  great 
object  to  which  he  bad  so  intently  deroted 
himsel£  and  which.  In  some  of  tiie  modes 
which  he  contemplated,  Ke  must,  had  time 
been  allowed,  have  completed.  Be  was  pot 
permitted  to  live  to  witness  the  realization 
of  the  highest  design  which  he  had  conceived, 
and  the  consummation  of  which  he  nerer 
doubted,  to  use  his  own  bold  language,  "  tbe 
navigation  of  our  great  rivers,  the  lakes,  tbe 
gulf  stream,  and  the  ocean  itself  by  tbe  agencf 
of  steam." 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  evident  from  the  informa- 
tion before  the  committee  who  reported  thii 
resolution,  that  Bumsey,  from  the  introductoij 
letters  whidi  he  carried,  from  the  high  order 
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of  mechanical  genins  wluoh  he  displayed,  and 
the  daring  and  original  project  which  he  was 
attempting,  attracted  some  attention  in  London, 
and  seoored  to  himself  the  acquaintance  and 
friendship  of  many  respectable  men.  It  is 
fair  to  presume  that  other  intelligent  Ameri- 
oanii,  then  resident  in  London,  would  have 
formed  some  acquaintance  both  with  him  and 
the  novel  design  he  was  prosecuting.  It  is 
known  that  Fulton  was  for  many  years,  during 
(md  after  this  period,  living  in  Europe,  and 
spending  much  of  his  time  in  London ;  and  in 
the  absence  of  all -other  proof,  it  conld  scarcely 
be  believed  that  he,  with  a  talent  for  theee 
thing*,  with  a  mind  directed  to  such  objects, 
wouM  have  fuled  in  becoming  acquainted 
with,  and  interesting  himself  in  the  operations 
of  his  countryman,  who  was  oocnpying  a 
pontion  of  painfal  prominence;  so  much  so 
that,  as  he  states  in  a  letter  to  his  brother,  his 
project  was  the  frequent  subject,  of  newspaper 
remark,  and  even  of  "play-house  wit."  But 
all  doubt  is  removed  by  the  letter  of  Bnmsey 
to  his  friend  Mr.  West,  in  America,  in  which 
he  speaks  of  Fulton  as  if  they  were  on  terms 
of  intimacy.  Does  not  the  condusion  almost 
irresistibly  foUow,  that,  from  this  association 
with  Rnmsey,  and  acquaintance  with  his 
plans,  Fulton  was  advanced  in  knowledge, 
was  led  to  reflect,  and  ultimately  to  act  on 
this  subject !  And  whether  his  application 
of  steam  power  was  identical  or  dissimilar — 
original  or  derived — wholly  new,  or  modifica- 
tions and  improvements  on  some  of  Rnmsey's 
plans — still  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  cruel 
iiqnstice  to  tiie  memory  of  this  persevering, 
ardent,  talented,  but  unfortunate  man — unfor- 
tunate in  being  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  in  the  midst  of  his  career — to  say  that 
the  world  was  under  no  obligation  to  him 
for  an  invention  so  incalculably,  so  supremdy 
important 

If  farther  evidence  was  wanting  to  prove 
that  this  acquaintance  with  Bumsey  was  not 
inoperative  in  turning  Fulton's  attention  to 
the  steamboat,  it  will  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  he  was  engaged  in  it  in  1793,  very  shortiy 
after  the  death  of  Bumsey.  This  is  apparent 
from  his  correspondence  with  Lord  Stanhope, 
who  himself  made  some  experiments  in  1786. 
Fulton  went  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
troducing his  torpedo  for  the  ezploeion  of 
ships ;  but,  after  the  death  of  Bumsey,  the 
steamboat  seems  to  have  engaged  his  chief 
attention,  until  his  final  success  in  1807.  It  is 
known,  and  so  stated  by  his  biogri^her,  that, 
before  his  return  to  America,  he  was  for  many 
years  actively  employed  in  studying  the  sub- 
ject, in  constructing  a  variety  of  models;,  and 
making  a  series  of  experiments  on  a  small 
scale.  And  when  it  is  recollected  that  fifteen 
years  thus  elapsed  before  he  obtained  a  motion 
much  ezoeedmg  five  miles  an  hour,  it  is 
matter  of  admiration  that  Bumsey,  without 
any  reflected  lij^ts,  should  in  the  short  period 
allowed  him  have  ^ected  so  much. 


Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  nnderstood — I  know 
not  with  what  truth,  but  I  believe  the  fact  is 
embodied  in  "Oolden's  Life" — that  when 
Fulton  made  his  first  essay  before  the  city  of 
New  York,  a  vast  multitude  assembled — most 
of  them  doubters,  disbelievers,  sneerers.  After 
a  few  revolutions  of  the  engine,  Koae  accident 
occurred  from  imperfect  machinery,  leading  to 
a  temporary  su^>ension  of  the  experiment. 
A  sibylant  voice  arose  fh)m  the  crowd,"  We 
said  to.  We  knete  it  wmld  not  do."  Scorn 
and  derisioD  were  poured  forth  upon  the  man 
who,  improving  on  the  labors  of  his  predeoes- 
Bor,  Bumsey,  was  doing  more  for  the  benefit ' 
of  his  species  than  has  ever  been  effected  by 
all  the  mighty  armies  and  victorious  ohieu, 
"iW>m  Kaoedonia's  madman  to  the  Swede." 
Now,  suppose  that  Fulton,  before  remedying 
the  defect,  had  suddenly  died — in  a  land  of 
strangers,  too — ^leaving  no  one  with  legal 
authority  to  act  for  him — ^leaving  no  <»e  m- 
terested  in  his  design,  of  skill  and  talent  to 
consummate  it — poor — embarrassed — in  debt 
— with  executions  levied  on  his  very  boat  and 
engine,  and  merely  suspended  as  a  matter  of 
special  grace,  until  this  trial  should  be  made : 
suppose,  from  these  or  the  like  causes,  the 
completion  of  the  steamboat  had  been  post- 
poned for  another  twenty  years;  at  the  end 
of  which  time  some  other  ingenious  man  who 
had  witnessed  Fulton's  efforts — who  was  inti- 
mate with  his  plans — who  had  been  deeply 
impressed  by  his  powerful  and  ludd  arguments, 
and  warmed  and  excited  to  take  an  interest  in 
the  subject,  by  his  bold  and  sanguine  spirit 
— ^had,  after  long  private  preparation,  openly 
resumed  the  project;  and,  under  more  &vor- 
able  auspices — from  a  more  advanced  state  of 
the  mechanic  arts,  or  the  benign  influence  of  a 
more  liberal  patronage — had  succeeded,  tri- 
umphantiy  succeeded,  in  establishing  the  utility 
of  the  steamboat,  either  on  some  of  Folton'B 
plans,  or  by  modifications  and  improvements 
of  his  own ;  now,  I  ask  tiie  friends  of  Fulton 
whether,  in  this  state  of  the  case — and  more 
especially  if  his  had  been  the  original  effort — 
his  memory  should  have  gone  down  into 
oblivion,  unknown  and  unhonored  by  his 
country  ?  As  success  alone,  naked  success,  is 
the  criterion  by  which  the  world  forms  its 
estimate  of  merit,  I  know  this  other  in^vidual 
would,  generally,  have  monopolized  the  hmunr; 
but  the  inquiring,  the  reflecting,  and  the  jnst, 
would  not  have  passed  nnr^^arded  the  name 
of  Fulton, 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  not,  if  I  could,  take 
a  single  ray  from  the  just  fame  of  Fulton.  It 
is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  he  improved 
upon,  and  first  broadly  introduced,  the  steam- 
boat into  general  use,  and  for  this  alone  he  is 
entitled  to  the  boundless  and  eternal  ^atitnde 
of  mankind.  The  world  has  been  liberal  in 
the  conference  of  honor — something,  too,  his 
country  has  done  for  his  descendants — s<»ne- 
thing  further  this  House  proposed  doing  at 
the  late  session.    To  that  measure,  when  it 
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•j/as  first  np — the  only  occasion  when  I  was 
present — I  gave  my  cordial  assent;  and  I 
wonld  have  raised  my  voice  in  its  favor,  had 
I  not  been  sensible,  uiat  a  canse  sustained  as 
it  was,  by  the  fervid  eloquence  tad  powerful 
arguments  of  the  gentlemen  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  Kentucky, 
(Messrs.  Leoabe,  Biddlk,  Hoffmait,  and  Ohah- 
BKBS,)  needed  not  my  feeble  advocacy.  But 
tn  denying  him  originality  I  do  him  no  injus- 
tice. He  never  clamied  it  himself.  His  par- 
tial biographer  cannot  claim  it  for  him.  The 
very  first  act  of  the  New  York  Legislature  in 
hia  favor,  in  1798,  recognizes  him  not  as  the 
inventor,  but  the  improver.  All  men  who 
have  looked  into  the  subject  know  that  it  did 
not  begin  with  him.  Long  before,  the  design 
had  been  conceived,  to  a  good  extent  accom- 
plished, its  practicability  proved,  and  was  per- 
sisted in  and  prosecuted  under  lie  most  favor- 
able oircumstAnces,  with  unwavering  confi- 
dence and  irrepressible  resolution,  until  his 
dying  hoar,  by  James  Bnmsey;  but  for  his 
acquaintance  with  whom,  it  is  probable  the 
powerful  mind  of  Fulton  would  never  have 
been  brought  to  act  upon  the  subject,  and  but 
for  whom  it  is  probable  the  world  would 
yet  have  been  withont  the  benefits  of  the 
steamboat. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  was  but  one  individnal 
who  contested  Ramsey's  title  to  priority  in 
the  application  of  steam  to  navigation;  and 
about  his  claims  I  wish  to  make  a  remark  or 
two,  in  a  spirit  of  candor  and  charity ;  for,  as 
to  the  experiment  ascribed  to  the  Spaniard 
Garay,  three  hundred  years  ago,  and  mentioned 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  DrorcAN,) 
at  the  1^  session,  when  I  was  not  present,  I 
ead  only  say,  that  if  any  such  ever  was  made, 
all  knowledge  of  it  had  sunk  into  utter  obli- 
vion. Ages — centuries  had  rolled  roand,  and 
the  most  profound  silence  end  ignorance  pre- 
vuled  in  regard  to  it.  It  was  unknown  to 
history — nnknown  to  tradition — and  ootild 
have  had  no  influence  whatever  in  bringing  for- 
ward the  steamboat  in  comparatively  m^em 
times.  I  acknowledge  that  this  statement 
appears  to  me  to  be  an  entire  fiction;  that, 
if  there  be  such  a  record,  it  was  not  based 
upon  fyict.  It  can  scarcely  be  credited  by 
any  one  who  will  look  into  the  history  of  the 
forigin,  progress,  and  improvement  of  the 
steun  engine,  which,  more  than  two  hun- 
dred years  afterwards,  was  ased  for  scarcely 
any  purpose  except  pumping  water  from 
mines,  wnere  but  little  machmery,  and  nothing 
but  A  simple  rectilinear  action,  was  required. 
If  Garay  was  thus  three  centuries  in  advance 
of  all  the  world,  while  his  genius  challenges 
our  highest  admiration,  we  are  forced  to 
acknowledge  that  he  lived  in  vain;  for,  if  the 
archives  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  do  pre- 
sent any  basis  for  this  statement,  there  it 
would  have  moaldered  into  dust,  if  the  success 
of  the  steamboat  in  this  new  world  had  not 
given  interest  to  every  thing  ocmnected  with 


the  sabject,  and  caused  the  eye  of  some  anti- 
qnarian  to  rest  upon  the  passage,  which  wooM 
otherwise  have  been  n^eoted  as  unintelligible 
or  incredible. 

I  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  was  but  one  per- 
son contested  Ramsey's  title  to  precedence. 
It  is  stated  in  the  .^erican  Supplement  to 
Rees's  Encyclopedia — on  the  subject  ei  Stetm 
— that  Utoh  made  an  experiment  on  the 
Delaware  in  1788.  If  this  were  tme,  he  pre- 
ceded Ramsey.  But  I  challenge  the  vorid 
to  produce  the  testimony  of  a  reepeotiUa 
witness,  living  or  dead,  to  corroborate  tiut 
statement.  None  snoh  can  be  produced.  TlM 
assertion  is  utterly  erroneous.  Fitch  hinnelf 
did  not  claim  to  have  thought  of  it  (steam 
navigation)  until  1786.  In  1787  he  built  * 
hoai,  and  machinery  on  the  DelawsrSjUid 
made  his  first  experiments  in  1788.  Then 
facts  are  very  clearly  proven  by  varions  evi- 
deuce  before  the  committee.  I  will  rec^ 
tnlate  but  a  part.  The  letter  of  Qenenl 
Washington  to  Governor  Johnson,  written  in 
November,  1787,  which  I  have  before  adretted 
to,  says  that  Ramsey  commonicated  to  him 
his  steamboat  invention  in  November,  1784 
and  that  some  time  afterwards  Fitch  esDei 
upon  him,  claiming  for  himself  a  similar  inren- 
tion,  and  reqnestmg  an  introductory  letter 
"which  he  (Washington)  declined  giving,  and 
went  so  far  as  to  inform  Mr.  fitch  that, 
though  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  disclose  the 
principles  of  Mr.  Rumsey's  discovery,  he  could 
venture  to  assure  him  that  he  (Fitch)  waa 
not  original,  but  that  the  idea  had  been  com- 
municated to  him  by  Mr.  Rumsey."  Nor, 
as  Mr.  Rumsey  made  no  communication  oa  the 
subject  to  Washington  nntil  November  178^ 
it  is  probable  that  Siis  interview  on  the  part  of 
Fitch  did  not  take  place  nntil  the  year  follow- 
ing; and,  indeed,  as  I  will  hereafter  ahow, 
not  ontil  the  commencement  of  1788;  and, 
in  either  case,  it  was  at  a  time  when  Bw^ 
was  exerting  every  nerve  in  preparing  for 
that  experiment  which  he  niade  on  ti» 
Potomac  in  1786,  and  which  I  have  before  men- 
tioned. At  all  events,  it  was  long  after  the 
private  experiments  which  Rumsey  made  in 
1784,  in  order  to  test  some  of  the  princiries  of 
his  invention.  If  the  ^atement  in  the  Ency- 
clopedia, tiiat  Htch  made  experiments  on  the 
Delaware  near  Philadelphia,  in  1788,  were 
true,  can  it  be  believed  that  Washington, whoae 
comprehensive  vision  took  in  every  thing  likely 
to  be  of  any  nse  to  his  country,  would,  at  » 
short  a  distance,  have  never  heard  of  rti 
And  if  he  had  never  heard  of  it,  can  it  be 
credited  that  Fitch,  whose  originali^  «« 
questioned  and  denied,  would  have  failed  in 
certifying  him  of  it»  And  if  WaAingtonhad 
either  heard  of  it  befbre,  or  been  informed  of 
it  by  Fitch  at  this  meeting,  o»nld  he,  to  wtom 
Ramsey  had  made  no  disdosore  on  the  snwrt 
till  November,  1784,  have  said  to  F5td>,  m, 
yon  are  not  original ;  Rumsey  is  before  yw- 
Not  every  one  wfll  see  in  that  letter,  w* 
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only  a  refatation  of  the  statement  in  the  Ency- 
clopedia, bat  a  refatatioa  of  Fitch's  dum  to 
precedence.  On  his  own  presentation  of  his 
case — on  his  own  statements,  dedarationa,  and 
admissions,  Washington  refases  to  give  him  a 
letter,  and  assures  him  that  he  has  been  antici- 
pated by  Ramsey.  There  is  also  a  letter  from 
Washington  to  Ramsey,  written  in  March,  1786, 
bearing  npon  this  point.  It  will  be  seen  in  the 
nth  volome  of  Sparks's  Life.  In  this  letter 
Washington  nrges  Ramsey  to  bring  forward  his 
faivention ;  warns  him  that  his  secret  is  leak- 
ing oot,  and  that  others  will  take  advan- 
tage of  it,  and  goes  on  to  state  that  one  indi- 
Tidoal  had  oall^  on  him,  claiming  for  himself 
a  plan  of  steam  navigation,  and  requesting  a 
letter  of  introdaotion,  which  he  declined  giving. 
Now,  it  can  scarcely  be  doabted  that  the  indi- 
▼idnal  here  aUoded  to  was  Fitch,  and  that  Itis 
interview  gave  rise  to  this  admonitory  letter, 
and  took  puce  not  long  before  its  date. 

The  January  number  of  the  "New  York 
Beview,"  just  published,  contains  a  well-written 
article  on  "  steam  navigation,"  and  I  r^^t  that 
the  writer  was  not  in  possession  or  all  the 
facts  touching  its  early  history.  It  therein 
appears  that  Mr.  Ogden,  claiming  certain  rights 
as  representative  of  Fitch,  asserted  them  by 
petition  before  the  Legislature  of  New  York. 
Among  other  testimony  before  the  committee 
raised  on  this  petition,  was  that  of  Gen. 
Bloomfield,  fixing  the  period  of  Fitdi's  experi- 
ment to  1787  or  1788.  Oa  the  authority  of 
De  Warville,  the  correspondent  of  Jefferson, 
and  an  eminent  French  writer  of  that  period, 
I  feel  warranted  in  saying  that  it  was  the 
latter  year. 

In  his  work — published  in  1789 — which  will 
be  found  in  your  library,  he  states  that,  being 
in  Philadelphia  in  September,  1788,  he  attended 
by  invitation  and  witnessed  Fitch's  experiment. 
In  a  note,  written  in  the  February  following, 
in  Lcmdon^  he  says : 

"  I  have  just  become  aoqaainted  with  Mr.  Bnmsey, 
of  YiTginia,  a  genUeman  of  great  ingenuity,  who 
yropoees  boildiog  a  vessel  in  irbich,  without  sails, 
and  by  steam  alone,  he  will  cross  the  Atlantic  iu  fif- 
teen ^ys." 

This  sablime  conception,  this  bold  under- 
taking of  Ramsey,  tne  accomplishment  of 
which  in  the  last  year  has  created  so  vast  a 
sensation,  was  not  unknown  to  me  and  others 
•f  his  family,  but,  without  the  high  authority 
of  De  Warville,  I  would  not  have  ventared  to 
have  named  it.  The  English  article  in  the 
Encyclopedia  manifests  much  ignorance  and 
earelesaness  in  its  preparation ;  as,  for  instance, 
without  the  shadow  of  truth  or  evidence,  it 
ascribes  to  Mr.  Symington,  the  honor  of 
introducing  the  steamboat  into  America,  and 
at  the  same  time  states,  that  Symington's  first 
experiments  were  on  the  Forth  and  Clyde,  in 
1801.  Lord  Stanhope,  Symington,  the  Abbe 
Amel  of  France,  Fulton,  and  others,  seem  to 
have  been  urged  to  refiection  and  action  on 
this   snbjeot,    in    ooneequenoe    of   Ramsey's 


operations  in  London.  The  American  supple- 
mentid  article  in  the  Encyclopedia  is  also,  in 
many  respects,  unfair,  disingenuous,  and  un- 
true. The  compiler,  who  is  the  partial  eulogist 
of  Fulton,  aware  that  he  cannot  ascribe  to  nis 
favorite  the  glory  of  originality,  endeavors  to 
mystify  and  Declgud,  rat£er  than  to  illustrate^ 
the  true  history  of  the  invention  of  the  steam- 
boat. He  gives  to  Fitch,  whose  clmms  were 
untenable,  precedence  of  Rumsey ;  and  I  think 
I  have  shown  that  he  succeeded  him,  although 
I  have  dwelt  on  but  a  part  of  the  evidence : 
that  evidence,  taken  together,  most  clearly 
proves  that  Fitch  was  but  a  borrower.  The 
compiler  goes  further,  and,  as  if  to  do  away 
with  all  claim  which  Rumsey,  or  even  Fitch, 
might  have  upon  the  good  opinion  of  their 
countrymen,  says  that  the  idea  of  steam  naviga- 
tion had  been  entertained  at  S  still  earlier 
period  by  Hulls  of  England,  and  that  therefore 
he  is  better  entitled  to  the  honor  of  orignolity, 
than  Ramsey,  although  he  admits  t£at  he 
mado  no  attempt  to  reduce  it  to  practice,  and 
Ramsey,  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances, 
actaally  succeeded  'in  running  a  boat  against 
the  current  of  a  river  foftr  or  five  miles  an 
hour.  The  compOer  farther  alleges  that  Rum- 
sey, with  unlimited  patronage,  and  after  fall 
trial,  abandoned  the  project  as  hopeless.  In- 
dispotable  testimony  shows  that  the  assertion 
is  as  unfounded  and  false  as  it  is  illit>eral  and 
cruel.  I  judge  that  it  is  from  his  work  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  deduces,  what 
he  call  his  "  misoellaneons  facts  "  in  the  report 
upon  the  steam  engine  laid  upon  our  tables  a 
few  days  ago.  And  from  the  misquotation  of 
names  and  confiision  of  dates— -caused,  no 
doabt,  by  hasty  reference — he  has  not  improved 
the  accuracy  of  the  original  article.  * 

From  the  ignorance  and  carelessness,  wilful 
or  otiierwise,  displayed  in  this  treatise  in  the 
Encyclopedia,  I  have  no  confidence  in  the 
statement  that  Hulls  of  England,  obtained  a 
patent  for  steam  navigation,  one  hundred  years 
ago.  I  am  led  to  this  conclusion  by  various 
reflections.  The  steam  engine  at  that  early 
day,  and,  indeed,  down  to  the  time  of  Watt  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  was 
very  inefficient,  and  very  little  used  even  for 
the  simplest  purposes.  It  is  not  stated,  so  far 
as  my  examination  has  .gone,  what  agent  Hulla 
contemplated  using,  whether  steam  or  animal 
power.  And  further,  Rumsey  obtained  a 
patent  from  the  British  Government,  for  the 
same  object  (steam  navigation)  long  afterwards, 
(in  1788,)  which  was  then  considered  by  all  the 
intelligent  and  scientific  men  of  London  as  new 
and  original. 

But  even  if  the  idea  of  steam  navigation  had 
been  entertained  in  Europe  at  this  anterior 
period,  Rumsey  was  not  the  less  original. 
There  was  no  knowledge  in  America  that  such 
a  design  had  ever  been  presented  in  Europe. 
Rumsey,  imperfectly  educated  as  he  was,  with 
a  slight  ac(^uaintance  with  books,  relying,  as 
he  6m,  on  his  own  resosrces^  on  his  owninvea- 
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tive  genius,  had  never  heard  of  it,  and  even  if 
he  haid  heard  that  gnch  a  snggestion  had  been 
made,  it  can  operate  nothing  in  diminution  of 
his  merit  I,  sir,  can  declare  that  I  have  in- 
vented a  plan  for  aSrial  navigation — that  I 
have  devised  a  machine  hj  which  I  -will 
soar  aloft  above  the  dull  atmosphere  encom- 
passing the  earth,  where  clouds  and  storms 
prevail,  into  the  pure  regions  of  ether,  where, 
manufacturing  an  air  suitable  to  the  sustenta- 
tion  of  life,  I  will  traverse  thousands  of  miles 
an  hour.  But  if  I  stop  here— if  I  exhibit  no 
plan — if  I  devise  no  machinery',  if  I,  in  no  way, 
prove  its  feasibility — surely  I  am  entitled  to  no 
credit  f6r  this  suggestion  of  a  wandering  fancy, 
common,  no  doubt,  to  thousands.  If  you 
afterwards,  whether  yon  have  heard  my  sug- 
gestion or  no^  devise  a  plan,  construct  machin- 
ery, and  actually  succeed  in  navigating  the 
air,  the  honor  of  originality  is  exclusively  your 
own.  I  cannot  participate — it  would  be  pre- 
posterous for  me  to  arrogate  any  portion  of 
the  credit.  If^  from  the  Infant  state  of  the 
mechanic  arts,  or  your  poverty,  or  your  early 
death,  yon  left  it  incomplete,  although  yon  had 
done  enough  to  prove  its  practicability,  and  to 
attract  to  it  the  attention  of  ingenious  and 
scientific  men,  and  another  afterwards,  im- 
proving upon  your  plan,  brought  it  into  suc- 
oessfnl  ana  general  operation,  wonld  it  not  b« 
nn&ir  that  your  claims,  although  yon  had 
found  the  diamond,  although  you  had  put  the 
ball  in  motion,  should  be  entirely  superseded 
and  disregarded  ?  Should  not  the  world,  in  the 
rendition  of  a  just  judgment,  place  you  at  least 
on  terms  of  eqnaUty  ? 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
.longer;  I  have  already  occupied  too  much 
time.  I  will  only  add,  that  while  many  of 
the  representatives  of  James  Ruinsey  are 
poor,  very  poor — ^for,  in  consequence  of  his 
early  death,  they  never  derived  any  bmefits 
from  the  numerous  inventions  of  their  ances- 
tor, except  such  as  have  been  enjoyed  by  the 
whole  country — there  is  yet  on«  of  them 
whose  claims  address  themselves  to  tiie  best 
sympathies  of  our  nature.  The  one  to  whom 
I  allude  is  the  only  son,  the  only  living  child, 
of  James  Rumsey.  While  his  father  was  in 
England  devoting  himself  with  &tal  intensity 
to  the  completion  of  the  steamboat,  that  son, 
by  a  malignant  disease — scarlet  fever — was,  in 
early  infancy,  deprived  of  the  faculties  of 
speech  and  hearing.  Talented,  ingenious,  ready 
and  dexterous  at  various  mechanical  employ- 
ments, he  is  now  earning  a  scanty  subsistence 
by  dwly  labor;  b«t,  with  the  improvidence 
common  to  persons  in  his  condition,  making 
no  preparation  for  approaching  old  age.  To 
the  support  and  comfort  of  the  evening  of  his 
life,  I  have  thought  his  country  might  con- 
tribute something,  without  violating  any  prin- 
dples  of  wise  policy. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  stood  upon  the  bank  of 
the  beautiful  river  which  washes  the  broad 
border  of  my  own  beloved  State,  andcontwn- 


plated  the  mtjestio  steam  palace  in  her  prond 
career,  exchanging  with  rapidity  and  cheapness 
the  productions  of  different  dimes,  conveying 
with  comfort  and  expedition  the  travelling 
public,  giving  new  life  and  energy  to  com- 
merce, to  a^cnlture,  to  national  industry  and 
enterprise:  I  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  stood 
in  musing  mood  upon  tne  shore  of  the  fair 
Ohio,  and  viewed  the  noble  steamer  moving 
victorious  against  wind  and  current, 

•■  WclUog  Ui«  waten  Ilk*  •  thing  of  lift"— 

and  then  reflected  that  the  only  son  of  the  man 
who  first  seriously  attracted  the  attention  Ot 
the  skilful  and  ingenious  to  the  subject — the 
only  son  of  the  man  who  first    yoked   the 
power  of  steam  to  the  car  of  oommerce— the 
only  son  of  the  man  who  first,  by  actual  trial, 
proved  its  practicability — the  only  son  of  the 
man  who,  m  bis  arduous  strugglee  to  perfect 
and  present  to  the  world  the  steamboat,  ex- 
pended his  littie  fortune,  banished  himself  fivm 
nis  home  and  his  country,  and,  in  ^ite  of  all 
obstacles,  was    pushing  onwards  to    sneoeaB, 
when  arrested  by  sudden  death.    When  I  have 
reflected  that  the  only  son  of  this  man  was  toU- 
ing  for  his  daily  bread,  smitten  by  his  God, 
and  neglected  by  his  country — when  I  have 
contemplated   that   and    this    spectacle,  the 
steamboat  and  this  unfortunate  son  of  its  invent- 
or, feelings,  emotions,  reflections,  have  crowded 
upon  mo  of  a  character  which,  as  a  patriot,  a 
philanthropist,  and  a  Christian,'!  acknowlewe 
it  was  improper  and  sinftil  to  entertain.    To 
the  support  of  that  stricken  one  I  have  thought 
his  country,  abounding  in  resources,  with  more 
hundreds  of  millions  of  public  domain  than  she 
can  squander  in  ages,  might  contribute  some- 
thing more  substantial  than  a  medal,  wlthoat 
any  extraordinary  stretch  of  libenlity.    Bot 
it  is  not  for  me  to  solict  it,  even  for  him.    I  diall 
be  gratified,  deeply  gratified,  if  the  Ooveni- 
ment  of  his  country  ^all  honor  the  in«nory  of 
his  father  for  all  his  saoriflces  and  all  his  ser- 
vices by  the  adoption  of  this  resolntion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  could  have  wished  that  til* 
task  which  I  have  endeavored  to  discharge 
had  been  undertaken  by  another.  Bnt  whOe 
I  knew  that  on  every  subject  of  a  political  or 
party  nature  there  would  De,  on  this  arena,  a 
host  of  intellectual  champions  armed  cap-a-pie, 
panting  for  the  oonfliot,  and  struggling  for  the 
floor,  I  apprehend  thiU;,  in  a  cause  of  this 
kind,  whidi  is  rather  of  private  concernment,' 
there  would  be  but  little  interest  felt,  and  but 
few,  if  any,  prepared  to  couch  a  friendly  or 
defensive  lanoe.  Hence  I  have  been  ccm- 
strained  to  trespass  on  the  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  said  that  I  have  no 
pecuniary  interest  in  this  matter;  yet,  occu- 
pying the  peculiar  position  which  I  do,  if  any 
vote  should  be  taken,  I  will,  of  coarse,  be  ex- 
cused from  participating  in  it.  ^     . 

The  reaolntion  passed  the  House  by  a  tmani- 
mons  vote. 
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IN  SENATE. 

MojTDAT,  February  11. 

Tariff  Compromite  Act  of  1888 — Hittorieal 

Ineidentt — Itt  Origin — Its  Detian  to  prtvent 

the  Impending  Prostration  of  tha  Proteetine 

Syttem. 

Mr.  Bbntok  observed  tbat  some  days  ago,  in 
the  discussion  of  a  bill  then  before  the  Senate, 
he  had  occasion  to  take  some  notice  of  the  com- 
promise act ;  and  he  then  made  a  statement  of 
■what  had  passed  in  relation  to  it  between  him- 
self and  a  gentleman  who  was  then  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  head  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  Since  making 
tbat  statement,  he  had  had  reason  to  address  a 
letter  to  the  gentleman  whose  name  he  men- 
tioned, (Governor  DicKSBSoy,)  on  tbe  subject. 
and  he  had  received  an  answer  which  he  would 
read  to  the  Senate,  and  then  let  that  answer 
stand  as  his  statement.  Mr.  B.  here  read  the 
following : 

Sdckasosst,  (K.  J.,)  Feb.  6,  18S9. 

Deab  Sia :  Last  eveniDg  I  received  yours  of  the 
80th  ultimo,  which,  no  doubt,  hsd  been  detained  on 
the  road  a  day  or  two,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
xtia  by  which  our  country  htrf  been  lately  del- 
uged. 

Your  letter  contains  an  extract  from  the  National 
Intelligencer,  in  which  it  is  denied  that  Kr.  Wibbtkb 
had  said  to  me  that  ho  hod  not  been  consulted  as  to  the 
compromise  bill,  &a,  and  you  ask  for  my  recollections 
as  to  this  fact  I  liaisten  to  relate  to  you  the  facts  in 
this  case,  so  far  as  I  can  now  recollect  them.  On  the 
day  before  Mr.  Clat  introduced  this  bill  into  the 
Senate,  he  mentioned  to  me  that  he  had  given  notice 
that  he  should  ask  leave  to  Introduce  the  bill  on  the 
next  day,  some  of  the  leading  features  of  which  he 
stated  to  me.  I  bad  not  heard  tiie  notice  given. 
He  aud  he  had  intended  to  show  me  tbe  bill,  but  had 
been  prevented  by  a  multiplicity  of  badness  in  which 
be  had  been  engaged,  but  that  I  should  see  it  in  the 
morning. 

Xext  morning  I  wuted  upon  Mr.  WiBsna,  and 
asked  him  if  he  was  aware  that  such  a  bill  was  to  be 
introduced.  He  assured  me  that  he  was  not,  and 
that  he  iiad  not  been  consulted  upon  it,  and  express- 
ed himself  strongly  of  the  disapprobation  with  wliich 
each  a  measure  would  be  received  in  New  England. 

In  the  morning  I  arrived  at  my  seat  some  minutes 
after  the  business  of  the  day  had  commenced,  and  I 
found  tbat  Ur.  Clat  had  mode  bis  motion  for  leave 
to  introduce  his  bill.  Had  I  arrived  before  the  busi- 
ness of  the  day  had  commenced,  no  doubt  I  should 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  perusing  the  bill  before 
it  was  presented.  As  it  was,  I  never  saw  it  until  it 
was  in  print 

Mr.  WsBsm,  as  well  as  myself,  opposed  this  bill, 
«  and  both  voted  against  it  If  you  roul  the  debates 
that  took  place  in  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  on  the 
31st,  22d,  and  23d  February,  '83,  I  think  you  will  ha 
convinced  that  neither  Mr.  Wibstie  nor  myself 
could  have  had  any  previous  notice  of  tills  bill.  I 
have  not  the  file  of  p^>ers  by  me,  but  you  may 
easily  find  them  at  Washington.  I  will,  however, 
refer  you  to  Mr.  Webstib'b  speech  upon  this  bill,  re- 
ported in  Niles's  Register,  4th  series,  vol.  8,  page  7, 
m  which  you  will  find  abundant  proof  that  he  could 
not  have  been  consulted  as  to  its  oljeet  or  details. 


Among  other  expreeoons  are  these :  "  There  was  no 
expectation  at  the  commencement  of  tliis  short  ses* 
sion  that  such  a  bill  would  l>e  passed.  Tbe  Senate 
had  not  had  time  to  know  the  pleasu^  of  their  mas- 
ters. No  opportunity  had  been  offered  for  obtain- 
ing a  knoieiedge  of  either  the  eourte  of  public  opin- 
ion, or  the  effect  of  thii  meamre  on  the  pMie 
intereets."  If  Mr.  Wxbstkb  had  been  consulted  on 
this  bill,  would  he  have  made  such  declarations  ?  or 
if  made,  would  they  have  passed  unanswered? 

Mr.  Clat  Iiad  previously  stated  to  me  his  fears, 
that  Mr.  Yebplamck's  bill,  which  he  considered  as 
an  administration  measure,  or  some  otiier  bill  orip- 
nolly  ftom  the  same  source,  would  pass,  greatly  to 
the  injury,  if  not  destruction,  of.  the  manufacturing 
interest  of  the  country,  and  suggested  the  propriety 
of  making  further  concessions,  in  addition  to  those 
of  tbe  law  of  '32,  as  the  only  means  of  saving  even 
a  part  of  the  protective  system,  but  without  stating 
what  those  concessions  should  be.  I  answered  him, 
tlut  I  did  not  fear  Mr.  Ysbplanck's  bill;  that  it 
could  never  pass ;  tbat  it  Was  already  so  altered  and 
amended  that  I  did  not  believe  Mr.  Yekplanck  would 
vote  for  it  himself;  and  that,  at  all  events,  we  should 
suffer  the  law  of  1832  to  go  into  complete  operation 
before  we  should  make  any  altentions  in  its  pro^ 
visions. 

There  was  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Clat 
to  consult  me  on  this  bill ;  what  he  said  to  me  I 
considered  as  a  mere  act  of  courtesy.  The  bill 
ori^nated  with  himself,  without  any  participation 
of  the  Committee  on  Manu&ctures,  of  which  both 
he  and  I  were  meml>ers.  The  fact,  however,  that  I 
was  associated  with  him  on.  that  committee,  led  to 
a  belief  that  I  must  have  been  acquunted  with  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  before  it  was  matured,  and 
subjected  me  to  some  unpleasant  inquiries,  as  to  this 
fact,  in  one  of  which,  no  doubt,  I  stated  to  you  the 
conversation  I  had  hid  with  Mr.  Webstib. 

I  regret  extremely  being  called  on  to  state  conver- 
sations long  past,  with  gentlemen  whose  recollections 
now,  or  understanding  at  the  time,  may  not  be  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  my  own;  more  especially  as 
there  was  much  misapprehension  in  the  public  papers 
as  to  the  debates  npon  tliis  biU. 

I  am,  with  great  reqteot. 

Your  ol>edient  servant, 

HAHLON  DICKEBSON. 
Hon.  Thoius  H.  Bihtoh, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  B.  sdd  he  had  felt  himself  called  on  to 
write  to  Governor  Dioksbson,  to  know  whether 
he  had  made  any  mistake  in  th6  statement  he 
gave  as  to  what  had  passed  between  them.  He 
now  presented  Governor  Diokkbson'b  own 
words,  by  which  it  would  be  seen  that  tha 
statement  he  had  made  was  sabstantiaUy  cor- 
rect. 

Mr.  Wkbsteb  observed  that  it  was,  of  course, 
very  well  known  that  he  differed  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  as  to  the  propriety  of  pass- 
ing the  compromise  act.  He  never  complamed, 
however,  of  any  want  of  courtesy  or  kindnew 
in  tbe  Senator  for  not  consulting  him  on  the 
subject.  The  truth  was,  that  the  Senator  ttoai 
Kentucky  did  communicate  to  him,  some  weeks 
before,  that  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to  bring 
forward  an  important  measure,  without  saying 
what  tbat  measure  wu.    He  certainly  did  b»- 
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«ome  acqnamted  vith  the  measure  before  the 
Senator  introduced  it;  bnt  he  coold  not  say 
that  he  knew  of  it  before  the  notice  was  given 
in  the  Senate.  He  was  inclined  to  think  that 
the  conversation  of  which  Governor  Biokbbson 
speaks,  was  about  the  time  of  the  notice  given 
of  the  intention  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
to  introduce  the  bilL  AH  he  had  at  present  to 
say  was,  that,  differing  as  he  did  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  with  regard  to  the  measure 
spoken  of^  he  made  no  complaint  as  to  his  not 
being  consulted. 

llr.  Clat  said  ho  did  not  know  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  the  slightest  consequence  to  the  Sen- 
ate or  the  public,  to  be  informed  of  the  prelimi- 
nary steps  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  a  great 
pnblio  measure ;  it  was  sufiBcient  to  say  that  it 
was  submitted  by  himself  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility ;  and,  after  a  full  discussion  in  the  com- 
mittee, in  the  Senate,  and  in  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives,  was  adopted  by  decisive  m^ori- 
tics,  and  responded  to  by  tiie  nation  with  an 
enthusiasm  almost  unexampled.  He  was  not 
responuble  to  any  whether  consultations  were 
or  were  not  held  on  the  subject  before  its  intro- 
duction to  the  Senate ;  it  was  snflScient  for  him 
to  say  that  it  was  introduced,  and  passed  in  the 
manner  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  0.  said  he  came  to  this  city  fi-om  Ash- 
land, in  December,  1882.  At  that  time  there 
was  an  impression  generaUy  prevalent  that  the 
protective  system  was  about  to  receive  a  fatal 
shock,  and  would  be  prostrated.  Immediately 
after  his  arrival,  he  proceeded  to  Philadelphia, 
in  company  with  a  friend  from  Louisiana,  since 
deceased.  Tniile  there,  the  project  of  a  com- 
promise of  this  great  and  important  question 
presented  itself  to  his  mind,  and  was  the  subject 
of  reflection  and  consultation  with  that  friend. 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webstsb) 
passed  through  Philadelphia  about  that  time, 
and  the  plan  was  commnnioated  to  him  :  it  was 
tme  that  the  Senator  expressed  his  disapproba- 
tion of  it  A  committee  of  very  intelligent 
gentlemen  interested  in  manufactures  watted 
on  him  (Mr.  C.)  to  know  what  could  be  done 
to  save  them  from  the  danger  that  was  threaten- 
ing them.  To  this  committee  he  communicated 
his  plan  of  settling  this  question,  at  least  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  it  met  their  hearty  concnr- 
rence  and  approval. 

Upon  his  return  to  this  city,  he  ocmsulted 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Davis,) 
upon  the  subject,  and  he  at  first  expressed  his  ap- 
probation of  it,  bnt  after  further  consultation  and 
reflection  upon  it,  his  views  were  changed,  and 
he  voted  against  it.  He  thought  it  was  prior 
to  his  introdnction  of  the  bill  into  the  Senate, 
that  he  called  a  meeting  of  his  political  friends 
at  his  lodgings ;  there  were  some  eight  or  ten 
present,  and  his  impression  was  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts  was  there :  certain  he 
was  that  he  was  invited.  The  bill  was  rend  at 
this  meeting,  and  its  provisions  discussed ;  and 
the  fiict  tliat  he  (Mr.  0.)  had  such  a  mfiasure  in 
oontemplatiim  was  aotwions  in  both  Houses  of 


Congress,  and  one  or  two  motions  were  made 
by  persons  who  had  some  glimpses  of  the  plia 
to  anticipate  its  introduction.  He  regarded 
these  particulars  respecting  the  prelimmariei 
to  the  introduction  of  the  compromise  act,  ex- 
cept as  maters  of  history,  unimportant;  the 
great  and  beneficial  results  that  had  followed  its 
adoption,  was  a  snflScient  excuse  tot  its  intro- 
duction. 

With  regard  to  the  Senator  from  New  Jersej, 
(Mr.  DicKKBsoK,^  whose  letter  had  been  ret^ 
he  was  upon  such  terms  with  him  as  to  fortnd 
a  confidential  intercourse  between  them.  Be 
knew  that  he  was  a  warm  friend  of  the  maio- 
factnring  interest,  bnt  he  was  also  a  friend  d 
the  Administration ;  and  he  stood  as  manj 
others,  who  considered  their  devotion  to  the 
Administration  paramount  to  their  devotion  to 
the  highest  interests  of  their  country.  It  seenu 
that  from  his  letter,  he  did  mention  the  matter 
to  him,  and  it  might  be  so,  bnt  he  had  no  recol- 
lection of  having  done  so. 

Mr.  Bekton  rose  to  say  that  he  had  no  con- 
nection with  this  conversational  debate,  eicept 
in  the  single  point  of  the  accuracy  of  his  state- 
ment of  what  had  passed  between  GrOTeraot 
DicxxBBON  and  himself.  He  had  read  the  let- 
ter for  the  single  purpose  of  showing  that  he 
had  committed  no  wror  in  reporting  the  eon- 
versatlon  of  that  gentleman.  His  object  VH 
aocompHsbed  by  the  reading  of  the  letter  its^; 
and  he  believed  it  was  apparent  that  there  vd 
no  mistake  either  in  himsdf  or  in  Gorenor 
DioxEBSoN ;  and  that  the  statement  of  the  lat- 
ter was  very  condstent  with  the  remarks  irhidi 
the  reading  of  the  letter  had  called  forth. 

Mr.  Davis  well  remembered  the  transactiaDS 
of  the  period  referred  to,  for  he  felt  a  vaj 
strong  interest  in  what  was  going  on.  He  via 
ready  and  willing  to  do  the  Senator  from  Kea- 
tucky  all  the  justice  he  was  entitled  to,  ud 
could  corroborate  his  statement  except  as  to 
tiiat  part  in  which  the  Senator  stated  that  he 
(Mr.  D.)  was  at  one  time  favorably  di^MHd 
towards  the  compromise  act,  which  was  not », 
as  he  had  been  opposed  to  it  from  first  to  last 

Mr.  Wkbstkr  sidd  that  the  Senator  fron 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  seemed  to  suppose  that 
he  (Mr.  W.  )  was  present  at  a  consultation  prior 
to  the  introduction  of  the  bill  in  the  Senate,  or 
that  he  was  invited  to  attend.  The  latter  was 
very  probable,  but  he  had  no  recollectiofl  whsi- 
ever  of  being  present  at  any  such  consultatiM. 

Mr.  Kniobt  made  a  few  observations,  too 
inaudible  to  be  understood,  which  tenninated 
the  discussion  on  the  subject. 


Satusdat,  February  16. 
Inland  Trade  hetaeen  Neu)  Mexieoond2luMiir* 
— Ou*tom-hou»«  on  JTwaowrt  EwUier. 
Mr.  Linn  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gee- 
eral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  reqw^ 
ing  Congress  to  pass  a  law  altering  the  present 
mode  of  issuing  titles  to  land ;  which  '«"  '•" 
fenced  to  the  (Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
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Alao,  a  memorial  from  the  same,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  port  of  entiy  and  costom- 
house  at  some  point  on  the  Missouri  River,  and 
allowing  those  who  trade  with  Mexico  by  land 
the  privilege  of  drawback  and  debenture.  Mr. 
Linn  went  into  a  number  of  interesting  dettuls, 
showing  the  importance  and  former  extent  of 
the  trade  between  this  countr7  and  the  Mexican 
provinces,  and  with  the  Indians  of  the  Oregon 
Territory,  and  its  comparative  insignificance  at 
present  The  Hndson  Bay  Company,  from 
t^eir  great  facilities  and  advantages,  were  mo- 
nopoliziog  the  whole  Indian  and  Mexican 
tr»de,  as  they  imported  their  goods  free  of 
daty ;  and  they  would  soon  obtain  a  danger* 
oas  ascendency  over  the  minds  of  the  Indians. 
He  said  that  if  there  was  not  prompt  action  on 
the  part  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  not  only 
the  trade  with  the  Mexican  provinces  would 
cease,  but  that  the  territory  inhabited  by  these 
Indians  would  be  Vrested  from  ns.  Mr.  L. 
said  he  had,  some  (tays  since,  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  occupation  of  the  Oregon  Territory, 
with  a  view  to  doing  something  on  this  subject, 
which  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  consider  and 
act  upon  at  an  early  day. 


HOUSE  OF  BKPRESEITTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  February  19. 
Eeorganitation  of  the  JVovy. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr. 
Bakks  in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bilL  The  question  immediately  before  the  com- 
mittee, was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cbaby  to  strike 
out  from  the  bill  the  impropriation  to  the  navy 
board. 

Mr.  EmnsTEDT,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
said  he  was  pleased  that  the  House  had,  since 
he  obtained  it,  shaped  for  itself  another  course, 
by  adopting  the  resolution  calling  for  a  report 
of /I  plan  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  at  the 
next  session  for  reorganizing  this  board,  and, 
therefore,  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  say 
mnch  as  to  the  particular  motion  before  the 
House,  He  thought  the  coarse  adopted  was 
tl^e  most  appropriate  one.  Mr.  K.'  then  went 
on  to  review  the  policy  of  the  past  and  present 
Administrations,  and  denounced  it  in  nnmeas- 
tiTed  terms. 

Mr.  HowABD  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
said,  as  a  friend  of  the  navy,  he  returned  his 
sincere  thanks  to  the  genUeman  from  Michigan 
for  the  interest  he  evinced  in  hurrying  forward 
the  proposition ;  and,  instead  of  being  rebuked 
on  account  of  the  section  of  country  from  which 
it  came,  as  he  had  been  done  by  some  gentie- 
men,  he  merited  their  thanks. 

He  then  went  on  to  reply,  at  length,  to  his 
colleague,  (Mr.  ExmranT,)  in  vindication  of  the 
Administration.  He  referred  to  the  essential 
services  which  that  gentleman  had  rendered  in 
breaking  down  the  administration  of  John  Q. 
^uXnL-48 


Adams,  which  he  had  just  eulogized,  and  the 
great  talent  he  had  evinced,  and  had  devoted, 
to  bringing  into  existence  the  administrationg 
of  Generu  Jackson  and  Martin  Van  Buren, 
which  ho  had  just  denounced  in  such  unmeas- 
ured terms.  He  looked  upon  the  violent  strug- 
gle of  the  Opposition  for  the  Presidency,  as  the 
prolific  Bonrce  from  which  sprang  all  the  evils 
of  the  present  day  which  Lis  colleague  (Mr. 
K.)  complained  of.  He  then  referred  to  the 
tariff  question,  which,  he  feared,  instead  of  being 
settied  with  a  single  eye  to  the  interest  of  the 
country,  would  be  pressed  into  requisition  to 
subserve  party  ends,  and  instimced  tne  periodi- 
cal attempts  to  agita^  that  question  Just  preced- 
ing the  past  Presidential  elections.  He  referred 
to  the  question  of  limitation  to  the  term  of  ser- 
vice of  the  Presidency,  which  had  been  spoken 
of  by  the  gentieman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  TJn- 
DBBWOOD,)  and  intimated  that  he  would  be  in 
favor  of  a  limitation  to  one  term  of  six  years. 
He  then  examined  the  charge  of  proscription 
which  had  been  so  freqnentiy  rung  in  the  ears 
of  tiie  party,  and  referred  to  the  large  number 
of  the  Opposition  in  office  in  the  State  he  in 
part  represented,  and  elsewhere,  and  reviewed 
the  coarse  pursued  by  the  Opposition  where 
they  had  the  power. 

Mr.  Kenhbdt  briefly  rejoined. 

Mr.  Bronson  said  tiiat,  at  the  suggestion  of 
many  gentlemen  who  were  friendly  to  the 
amendment  itself  but  who  did  not  consider  this 
as  the  proper  time  to  press  it,  and  especially 
since  tne  passage  of  the  resolution  of  this  morn- 
ing rendered  further  action  at  this  time  un- 
necessary, he  would  vithdraw  the  amendment 
he  had  offered;  and  he  withdrew  it  accord- 
ingly. 

IN  SENATE. 

Batubdat,  February  28. 

The  Vice  President  leave*  the  Chair/or  tht 
Beetum. 

The  YiOK  President  said,  that  according  to 
usage,  he  did  not  intend  to  resume  his  seat  in 
the  Senate  this  session.  He  had  a  great  deal 
of  correspondence,  and  some  business  at  the 
public  offices  to  attend  to,  which  the  Senate 
knew  that  he  could  not  do  while  performing 
his  duties  in  the  chair,  and  therefore  his  ab- 
sence from  the  Senate  became  indispensably 
necessary.  Be  wonid  take  this  occasion  to  ex- 
press his  obligations  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  with 
which  he  had  been  treated  during  the  years  he 
had  presided  over  their  deliberations,  and  he 
concluded  by  wishing  them  all  a  safe  and  hap- 
py return  to  their  families  and  their  homes. 

The  Senato  then  adjourned. 

TuxsDAT,  February  26. 
Petition  of  the  Florentine  Lady,  Ameriea 

Vetpueei. 
Mr.  Waixkb,  from  the  Committee  on  th» 
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Public  Lands,  to  wbicb  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  America  Vespucci,  made  the  follow- 
ing  report:  thereon : 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  wtiicfa  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  petition  of  America  Ves- 
pucci as  relates  to  a  grant  of  land,  beg  leave  to 
report: 
That,  conceiving  it  to  be  their  duty  to  verify  the 
fects  upon  which  the  application  was  founded,  they 
have  examined  a  voluminous  mass  of  documentary 
evidence,  and  find  the  statements  of  the  memorial 
to  be  fliUy  sustained.  They  have  seen  the  authentic 
certificates  of  baptism,  tiuough  many  generations, 
of  the  Vespucci  family  m  Florence,  which  attest  the 
lineage  and  descent  of  the  memorialist.  They  have 
wad  the  highly  favorable  and  complimentary  letter 
of  the  Queen  of  the  French,  through  her  secretary, 
to  tiie  petitioner.  They  have  read  the  letter  to  her 
of  the  King  of  the  French,  through  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  subscribing  for  a  work  for  the  Kmg,  of 
which  slie  was  the  author ;  and  have  also  read  the 
permission  of  the  French  Minister  of  the  Marine  for 
her  to  sail  in  a  French  national  vessel  The  com- 
mittee have  also  had  before  them  her  credentials  from 
tiio  Minister  of  Tuscany,  in  France,  and  many  other 
papers  of  high  character  and  authenticity  in  her 
&vor.  They  have  also  witnessed  her  own  personal 
deportment  here,  and  the  manner  in  which  she  has 
been  received  by  the  French  legation,  which,  added 
to  other  testimonials,  leave  not  a  doubt  of  the  identity 
<rf  the  memorialist,  and  the  truth  of  her  representa- 
tions. 

After  the  lapse,  then,  of  more  than  three  centuries, 
a  descendant  of  the  celebrated  Americus  Vespucius 
ia  amongst  us.  This  heroic  navigator,  before,  and 
also  after  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century,  landed 
upon  the  shores  of  the  new  world,  among  the  most 
early  and  scientific  of  those  who  succeeded  the  great 
and  pre-eminent  Columbus  in  the  discovery  of  this 
continent  A  descriptive  narrative  of  his  several 
Toya^  was  written  and  published  by  Americus, 
and  Burope  baptized  with  his  name  this  mighty  con- 
tinent This  name  can  never  now  be  aliandoned. 
It  ia  the  name  of  our  beloved  country.  It  is  as- 
■odated  with  all  the  glories  of  the  past,  and  the  still 
brtehter  hopes  of  the  iUture.  It  is  written  upon  our 
national  constitution,  and  engraven  upon  the  heart 
of  every  true  American.  Under  this  name  we  have 
succeeded  in  two  struggles  with  the  most  formidable 
power  in  Europe,  and  have  so  wonderfully  aug- 
mented in  population  that,  should  the  same  ratio  of 
increase  continue  for  the  future,  the  close  of  this 
century  will  find  within  our  limits  more  than  one 
hundred  millions  of  people,  and  more  than  five  mil- 
lions within  the  single  city  of  New  York.  In  refiect- 
ing,  then,  with  glory  upon  the  name  of  America, 
can  we  forget  the  great  narigatorfrom  whom  we 
derived  this  proudest  of  eortlily  titles  ?  A  descend- 
ant of  Americus  is  now  here ;  a  young,  interesting, 
dignified,  and  accomplished  lady,  with  a  mind  of  the 
highest  intellectual  culture,  and  a  heart  beating  with 
an  our  own  enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  American  and 
of  human  liberty.  She  feels  that  the  name  she  bears 
is  a  prouder  title  tlian  any  that  earthly  monarchs  can 
bestow,  and  she  comes  hero  asking  of  us  a  small  cor- 
ner of  American  soil  where  she  may  pass  the  remain- 
der of  her  days  in  this  the  land  of  her  adoption.  She 
comea  here  as  an  exile,  separated  forever  from  her 
family  and  friends,  a  stranger,  without  a  country  and 
without  a  home,  expelled  from  her  native  Italy  for 


the  avowal  and  maintenance  of  opinions  favonble  to 
free  institutions,  and  an  ardent  dedre  for  tlie  eUab- 
lislmient  of  her  country's  freedom.  That  she  ii  ia- 
deed  wortiiy  of  the  name  of  America ;  that  her  lieut 
is  indeed  imbued  with  American  principles  and  a  fa- 
vent  love  of  human  liberty,  is  proved,  in  her  cm, 
by  toils,  and  perils,  and  sacrifices,  worthy  of  tlie 
proudest  days  of  antiquity,  when  the  BonuA  and  tbt 
Spartan  matron  were  ever  ready  to  sonendei  life 
itself  in  their  country's  serrice. 

The  petitioner  desires  the  donation  to  her  of  t 
small  tract  of  land  by  Congress.  With  every  feeling 
of  respect  and  kindness  lor  the  memorialst,  a  a*- 
jority  of  the  committee  deem  it  impossible  for  tlai 
Government  to  make  the  grant  They  think  ndia 
grant  without  a  precedent,  and  tliat  it  wonld  Tiolilt 
the  spirit  of  those  compacts  by  which  the  public  do- 
main was  ceded  to  this  Government  It  is  the  muBr 
imous  and  anxious  desire  of  the  committee  lliit  tbe 
petitioner  should  receive  all  the  benefits  and  recogni- 
tion that  this  Government  can  bestow.  What  llii 
Government  cannot  do  is  wi^in  the  power  of  the 
American  people.  They  feel  tt  least  an  equal  pride 
and  glory  with  us  in  the  name  of  America.  Throadi- 
out  our  wide-extended  country,  among  all  cliascj,  mt 
feeling  is  universal ;  and  in  tiie  humblest  cottage  tbe 
poorest  American  feels'  that  this  name,  the  name  of 
his  beloved  country,  is  a  prouder  tiUe  than  any  that 
adorns  the  monarch's  brow,  and  that  if  he  iui  no 
other  property,  this  name,  with  all  its  great  and  glo- 
riona  associations,  with  the  past  and  h(^es  fiv  the  h- 
ture,  is  an  all-suJBcient  heritage  to  transmit  to  hii 
children.  Tliis  generous,  patriotic,  and  enlightened 
people  will  take  into  their  own  hands  the  case  of 
America  Vespucci.  They  will  procure  for  hw  that 
home  which  die  desires  among  us.  Thej  will  do  ill 
that  Congress  is  forbidden  to  do,  and  infinitelj  more 
tlian  she  asks  or  desires,  and  demonstrate  to  tbe 
world  that  the  name  of  America,  our  coontryi  nanw, 
is  dear  to  us  all,  and  shall  be  honored,  respected, 
and  dierished  in  the  person  of  the  mteresting  eiilo 
from  whose  ancestor  we  derive  the  great  and  giorioua 
titie. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  bo  printed. 

Lawlat  Tretpatten  and  Depredaton,  fnn  (k* 
Bntith  Protinet*,  on  the  StaU  of  Maine. 

The  Phksidknt  submitted  the  following  M«- 
sage  from  the  President  of  the  United  Stata: 

I  lay  before  Congress  several  despatches  from  hi* 
Excellency  the  Governor  of  Maine,  with  enclosnre^ 
communicating  certain  proceedings  of  the  LegUUlcit 
of  that  State,  and  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  made  by  my  direction,  together  with  J 
note  from  H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.,  Envoy  Extraordinary  ind 
Mmister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britahi,  with  the 
answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  tbe  same. 

It  will  appear  from  those  documents,  that  a  «»• 
merous  band  of  Uwless  and  desperate  men,  liaaj 
from  the  acyoining  British  Prorinces,  but  withoat 
the  authority  or  sanction  of  the  Proviiuaal  Goredi- 
ment,  had  tre^assed  upon  that  portion  of  tiie  iwv 
tory  in  dispute  between  the  United  States  and  OtM 
Brtiain  which  is  watered  by  the  Kvcr  Aroostoot 
and  claimed  to  belong  to  the  State  of  Maine ;  an* 
that  they  had  committed  extensive  depredations  there 
by  cutting  and  destroying  a  very  laige  quantitT  of 
timber.  It  will  further  appear  that  the  Governor  of 
Maine,  having  been  officially  apprised  of  tiie  drctm- 
stance,  had  communicated  it  to  tiie  Legislature,  wttft 
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a  recommendation  of  stfth  provisions,  in  addition  to 
tiiose  already  existing  by  law,  as  would  enable  him 
to  arrest  the  course  of  said  depredations,  disperse  tiie 
trespassers,  and  secure  the  tmiber  wliich  they  were 
about  carrying  away ;  that  in  compliance  with  a  re- 
solve of  the  Legislature,  passed  in  pursuance  of  Ills 
recommendation,  his  Excellency  had  despatdied  the 
land  agent  of  the  State,  with  a  force  deemed  adequate 
to  that  purpose,  to  the  scene  of  the  allied  depreda- 
tions, who,  after  accomplishing  a  part  of  his  ()uty, 
was  seized  by  a  band  of  the  trespassers,  at  a  house 
claimed  to  be  wittiin  the  juriadiction  of  Uaine, 
wfaitber  he  had  repaired  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
and  consulting  with  the  land  agent  of  the  Province 
of  New  Brunswick,  aud  conveyed  as  a  prisoner  to 
Frederickton,  in  that  Province,  together  with  two 
other  citizens  of  the  State,  who  were  assisting  him  in 
the  discliatgc  of  his  duty. 

It  will  also  appear  that  the  Governor  and  L^isla- 
ture  of  lUne,  satisfied  that  the  trespossers  had  acted 
in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  both  countries,  learning 
that  they  were  in  possession  of  aims,  and  anticipating 
(correctly,  as  the  result  has  proved)  that  persons  ot 
their  reckless  and  desperate  character  would  set  at 
naught  the  authority  of  the  magistrates,  without  the 
aid  of  a  strong  force,  had  authorized  the  sherifi',  and 
the  officer  appointed  in  the  place  of  the  land  agent, 
to  employ,  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  an  armed 
posse,  who  had  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  these  dep- 
redations, with  a  view  to  the  entire  dispersion  or 
arrest  of  the  trespassers,  and  the  protection  of  the 
public  property. 

In  the  correspondence  l)etwcen  the  Governor  of 
Uaine  and  Sir  John  Harvey,  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
the  Province  of  New  Bnmswicic,  which  has  grown 
out  of  these  occurrences,  and  is  likewise  herewith 
communicated,  the  former  is  requested  to  recall  the 
armed  party  advanced  into  the  disputed  territory  for 
titte  arrest  of  trespassers,  and  is  informed  that  a 
strong  body  of  British  troops  is  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness to  support  and  protect  thjB  authority  and  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain  in  tiii  territory.  In  answer 
to  that  request,  the  Provincial  Governor  is  informed 
of  the  determirution  of  the  State  of  Maine  to  sup- 
port the  land  agent  and  his  party,  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty,  and  the  same  determination,  for  the 
execution  of  which  providon  is  made  by  a  resolution 
of  the  State  Legislature,  is  communicated  by  the 
Qovemor  to  the  General  Government. 

The  Lieuteiuint  Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  in 
calling  upon  the  Governor  of  Uaine  for  the  recall  of 
the  land  agent  and  his  party  ftom  the  diq>uted  terri- 
tory, and  the  BritRi  Minister  in  making  a  similar 
demand  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
proceed  upon  the  assumption  that  an  agreement 
exists  l>etween  the  two  nations  ooix»ding  to  Great 
Britain,  until  the  final  settlement  of  the  boundary 
question,  exclusive  possession  of,  and  jurisdiction 
over,  the  territory  in  dispute.  The  important  bear- 
ing which  such  an  agreement,  if  it  existed,  would 
have  upon  the  condition  and  interests  of  tiie  parties, 
and  the  influence  it  mi^t  have  upon  tiie  a<^ustment 
of  the  dispute,  are  too  obvious  to  allow  the  error 
npon  which  this  assumption  seems  to  rest  to  pass  for 
a  moment  without  correction.  The  answer  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Fox's  note,  will  show  the 
groond  taken  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  upon  this  point.  It  is  believed  that  all  the 
capeepondence  which  has  passed  between  the  two 
(j^enunents  upon  this  subject  has  already  been  com- 
municated to  Congress,  and  ia  now  on  their  files. 


An  abstract  of  it,  however,  hastily  prepared,  aocom- 
panies  this  corrmiunication.  It  is  possible  that  in 
tiius  abridging  a  voluminous  correqwndenoe,  com- 
mencing in  1826,  and  continuing  to  a  very  recent 
period,  a  portion  may  have  been  accidentally  over- 
looked ;  but  it  is  believed  that  nothing  has  taken 
place  which  would  materially  change  tiie  aspect  of  the 
question  as  therein  presented.  Instead  of  sustaining 
the  assiunption  of  the  British  functionaries,  that  cor- 
respondence disproves  the  existence  of  any  sudi 
agreement.  It  shows  that  the  two  Govenuients  have 
differed  not  only  in  regard  to  the  mun  question  of 
titie  to  the  territory  in  dispute,  but  with  reference 
also  to  the  lidit  of  jurisdiction,  and  the  fhct  of  the 
actual  exercise  of  it  in  different  portions  tbereoC 
Always  aiming  at  an  amicable  aiiyustment  of  the  dis- 
pute, both  parties  have  entertained  and  repeatedly 
urged  upon  each  other  a  desire,  that  each  should  ex- 
ercise its  rights,  whatever  it  conridered  them  to  be, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  collision,  and  allay,  to 
the  greatest  practicable  extent,  the  excitement  likely 
to  grow  out  of  the  controversy.  It  was  in  pursuance 
of  such  an  tmderstanding  that  Maine  and  Maasacho- 
setts,  upon  the  remonstrance  of  Great  Britain,  de- 
sisted from  making  sales  of  Unds,  and  the  General 
Government  from  the  construction  of  a  projected 
military  road  in  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  which 
they  claimed  to  have  enjoyed  the  exclusive  posses- 
sion ;  and  that  Great  Britain,  on  her  part,  in  defer- 
ence to  a  similar  remonstrance  bora  the  United  States, 
suspended  the  Issue  of  licenses  to  cut  timber  in  the 
territory  in  controversy,  and  also  the  survey  and  lo- 
cation of  a  railroad  through  a  section  of  country  over 
which  she  also  claimed  to  have  exercised  exduaive 
jurisdiction. 

The  State  of  Maine  had  a  right  to  arrest  the  depre- 
dations compluned  of;  it  belonged  to  her  to  judge 
of  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  calling  for  her  inter- 
ference ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  had  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  New  Brunswick  been  correctiy  advised 
of  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  he  would  not  have  resided  the  transaction 
as  requiring,  on  his  part,  any  resort  to  force.  Each 
party  claiming  a  right  to  the  territory,  and  hence  to 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  it,  it  is  manifest  that, 
to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  timber  by  tres- 
passers, acting  against  the  authority  of  both,  and  at 
the  same  time  avoid  forcible  oolli^on  between  the 
contiguous  Governments  during  the  pendency  of  ne- 
gotiations concerning  the  titie,  resort  must  be  had  to 
the  mutual  exercise  of  jurisdiction  in  such  extreme 
cases,  or  to  an  amicable  and  temporary  arrangement 
as  to  the  limits  within  whidi  it  should  be  exercised 
by  each  party.  The  nnderstanding  supposed  to  exist 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  has 
been  found  heretofore  sufficient  for  that  purpose, 
and  I  believe  will  prove  so  hereaf^r,  if  the  parties 
on  the  fhmtier,  directiy  interested  in  the  question, 
are  respectively  governed  by  a  just  spirit  of  concilia^ 
tion  and  forliearance.  If  it  shall  be  foimd,  as  there 
is  now  reason  to  apprehend,  that  there  is,  in  the 
modes  of  construing  that  understanding  by  the  two 
Governments,  a  difference  not  to  be  reconciled,  I 
shall  not  hesitate  to  propose  to  her  Britarmic  Majes- 
ty's Government  a  distinct  arrangement  for  the  tem- 
porary and  mutual  exercise  of  jurisdiction,  by  means 
of  which  mmllar  difficulties  may  in  ftiture  be  pre- 
vented. 

But  between  an  effort  on  the  port  of  Maine  to  pre- 
serve the  property  in  dispute  from  destruction  by 
Intmdeis,  and  a  military  occupation  by  that  State  of 
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(be  territory,  with  a  view  to  hold  it  by  force,  while 
the  Mttlement  ia  a  lulyect  of  negotiation  between  the 
two  GoTenunentB,  there  is  an  essential  difference,  as 
well  in  respect  to  the  position  of  the  State,  as  to  the 
duties  of  the  General  Government.  In  a  letter  ad- 
dressed by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Governor  of 
Haine,  on  the  first  of  March  last,  giving  a  detailed 
Matement  of  the  steps  which  had  been  talien  by  the 
Federal  Goveniment  to  bring  the  controversy  to  a 
termination,  and  designed  to  apprise  the  Governor 
of  that  State  of  the  views  of  the  Federal  Executive, 
b  respect  to  the  Aiture,  it  was  stated,  that  while  the 
oblig^ona  of  the  Federal  Government  to  do  all  in 
ita  power  to  effect  the  settlement  of  the  boundary 
qoMtion  were  fully  recogniied,  it  had,  in  the  event 
«f  being  unaUe  to  do  so  q>ecifically,  by  mutual  con- 
tent, no  other  means  to  accomplish  that  ol^ect  ami- 
cably, than  by  another  arbitraUon,  or  by  a  commis- 
sion with  an  umpire  in  the  nature  of  an  arbitration ; 
and  that  in  the  event  of  all  other  measures  failing, 
the  President  would  feel  it  his  duty  to  submit  an- 
other proposition  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain, 
to  refer  the  decision  of  the  question  to  a  third  power. 
These  are  still  my  views  upon  the  subject,  and  nntil 
this  step  shall  We  been  taken,  I  cannot  think  it 
I»oper  to  invoke  the  attention  of  Congress  to  other 
than  amicable  means  for  the  settlement  of  the  con- 
troversy, or  to  cause  the  military  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  be  brought  in  aid  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  in  any  attempt  to  cfitet  that  object  by  a  re- 
sort to  force. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  authorities  of  Kew  Bnos- 
wick  should  attempt  to  enforce  the  claim  of  exclusive 
Jurisdiction  set  up  by  them,  by  means  of  a  military 
occupation  on  their  piart  of  the  disputed  territory,  I 
shall  feel  myself  bound  to  consider  the  contingency 
provided  by  the  constitution  as  having  occurred,  on 
the  happening  of  which  a  State  has  the  right  to  call 
for  the  aid  of  the  Federal  Goverament  to  repel  inva- 
don. 

I  have  expressed  to'the  Britidi  Minister  near  this 
flovemment  a  confident  expectation  that  the  agents 
«f  the  State  of  Maine,  who  have  been  arrested  under 
an  obvious  misi^jpr^ension  of  the  object  of  their 
mission,  will  be  promptly  released ;  and  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maine  tiiat  a  similar  course  will  be  pursued 
in  r^ard  to  the  agents  of  the  Province  of  New  Brans- 
wide.  I  have  abo  recommended  that  any  militia 
that  may  have  been  brought  together  by  tiie  State 
of  Maine,  from  an  apprehension  of  a  collision  with 
the  Government  or  people  of  the  British  Province, 
will  be  voluntarily  and  peaceably  disbanded. 

I  cannot  allow  myself  to  doubt  that  the  results 
anticipated  from  these  representations  will  be  sea- 
•onaUy  realized.  Tie  parties  more  immediately  m- 
teretted  cannot  but  perceive  that  ^  ^>peal  to  arms, 
under  existing  circumstances,  will  not  only  prove 
tttal  to  their  present  interests,  but  would  postpone, 
if  not  defeat,  the  attainment  of  the  main  objects 
whidi  they  have  in  view.  The  very  incidents  whidi 
have  recentiy  occurred,  will  necessarily  awaken  the 
Governments  to  the  importance  of  promptiy  acyust- 
ing  a  dispute,  by  which  it  is  now  manifest  that  the 
peace  of  the  two  nations  is  duly  and  imminentiy  en- 
dangered. This  expectation  is  fbrther  warranted  by 
the  general  forbearance  whidi  has  hitherto  charac- 
terised the  oonduct  of  the  Government  and  people 
on  both  sides  of  the  line.  In  the  uniform  patriotism 
of  Maine,  her  attachment  to  the  Union,  her  respect 
fbr  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  her  sister  States,  of 
wboae  interest  in  her  welfare  she  cannot  be  uncon- 


scions,  and,  in  the  solicitnd*  felt  by  the  cDsntrjrtf 
large  for  the  preservation  of  peace  with  our  ndgh- 
bors,  we  have  a  strong  guarantee  that  she  irill  nut 
disi^ard  the  request  that  has  been  made  of  ^. 

As,  however,  the  session  of  Congress  is  alxxit  to 
terminate,  and  the  agency  of  the  Executive  nnj  l» 
come  necessary  dunng  the  recess,  it  is  impottui 
that  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  should  be  dnmi 
to  the  consideration  of  such  measures  as  may  be  ol- 
culated  to  obviate  the  necesaty  of  a  call  for  u  eitn 
sessibn.  With  that  view,  I  have  thou^t  it  my  dot; 
to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  you,  and  to  inrite 
such  action  thereon  as  jpu  may  tiiink  the  oocmoa 
requites. 

M.  VAN  BtBEf. 

WASmHOTOM,  26th  February,  1889. 

A  very  interesting  discussion  followed,  in 
which  Messrs.  BvoHAir.iir,  Wkbsteb,  Dim, 
Clat  of  Eentnoky,  Walkkb,  Nobtiix,  md 
WiixiAiis  of  Maine,  participates ;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buobanax,  the  docnnieiiti 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Be- 
lations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Taixmadob,  five  thaswid 
additional  copies  were  ordered  to  be  priotci 


HOUSE  OF  BEPRESENTATrVlEa 

Tttssdat,  Pebrnary  28. 

Oeneral  Appropriation  &ll — Branch  Jfisd 

The  Honse  went  into  committee,  and  resoffl- 
ed  the  oonmderation  of  the  general  appit^ 
tioD  bill ;  the  pending  qnestion  still  being  on 
striking  ont  the  appropriationa  for  the  inai 
Mints  of  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Loin- 
ana,  and  providing  salaries  for  persons  to  tif»- 
vise  the  pnblio  property  thereat 

Mr.  Oambbelkng  gave  notice  that  he  wow 
remain  here  all  night,  and  more  a  call  of  tbe 
House,  rather  than  again  rise  witbont  closiii| 
the  amendments  on  this  bill. 

The  debate  was  continued  at  great  lengtb  If 
Measra.  Oslb,  Bznuv,  Gbahax,  and  Kiscuft 

Mr.  Cambbkukno  appealed  to  the  Boiiae  to 
take  the  queation,  and  let  the  bill  be  reportei 

And  the  question  on  the  amendment  re 
taken,  and  reacted. 


IN  BffiJATB. 

WaojiKSDAT,  Febrnary  27. 
Naturaluation  Lavn — Beptal. 
Mr.  Monroif  presented  the  petition  of  aOTi"- 
her  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Loniiim 
praying  the  entire  repeal  of  the  natnraliiab* 
laws  now  in  force,  and  the  passage  of  otM 
laws  to  prevent  the  indiscriminate  inflM  » 
foreign  emigrants ;  which  was  referred  to  tie 
Committee  on  the  Jndidary,  and  ordered  u  M 

Mr.  RiTM  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bii  *> 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  in***- 
tions  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  confoim  toJB 
readntions  whidii  he  had  submitted  to  tte  B* 
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ate  some  time  rince ;  which  was  lost— yeas  18, 
Bays  25. 

IfortK-EaUem  FronUtr. 
The  Pbksident  submitted  the  following  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

WAsmnoTOir,  Feb.  87, 1889. 
To  tht  Senate  of  iU  United  Statee : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  rariotu  other  doc- 
nments  receired  from  die  GoTemor  of  Uiine,  relat- 
faig  to  the  dispute  between  that  State  and  the  Prov- 
ince of  New  Brunswick,  which  formed  the  subject  of 
my  Message  on  the  86th  idst ;  and  also  a  copy  of  a 
memorandum  rigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States  and  Her  BiTtannio  Kijesty's  EnToy 
Extraotdinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  near  the 
United  States,  of  the  terms  upon  whidi  it  is  belieTed 
all  collision  can  be  avoided  on  the  frontier,  condst- 
ently  with,  and  respecting  the  claims  on  either  side. 
As  the  British  Minister  acts  without  speciflo  anthority 
from  his  GoTemment,  it  will  be  observed  that  this 
memorandum  has  but  the  force  of  recommendation 
on  the  Provincial  authorities  and  on  the  Oovenunent 
of  Uie  State.  M.  VAN  BUBEN. 

[Muo&umciL] 

Her  M^'esty's  authorities  consider  It  to  have  been 
vndemtood  and  agreed  upon  by  the  two  Govern- 
ments, that  the  territorr  in  dispute  l>etween  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  on  the  North-eastern 
firontier,  should  remain  exclusively  under  British  ju- 
risdiction until  the  final  aettiement  of  the  boundary 
ijnestion. 

The  United  States  Government  have  not  under- 
stood the  above  agreement  in  the  same  sense,  but 
consider,  on  the  contrary,  that  there  has  been  no 
agreement  whatever  for  the  exercise  by  Great  Britain, 
m  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  territory, 
or  any  portion  thereof,  but  a  mutual  understanding 
that,  pending  the  negotiation,  the  jurisdiction  then 
exenased  by  either  party,  over  small  portions  of  the 
territory  in  dispute,  should  not  be  enlarged,  but  be 
oontinued  merely  for  the  preservation  of  local  trtm- 
qnillity  and  the  public  property,  both  forbearing  as 
ftr  as  practicable  to  exert  any  authority,  and,  when 
any  riiould  be  exercised  by  either,  placing  upon  tiie 
eondnct  of  each  other  the  most  favorable  construc- 
tion. 

A  complete  understanding  upon  the  qoeetion,  thus 
placed  at  issue,  of  present  jurisdiction,  can  only  be 
arrived  at  by  friendly  discussion  between  the  Gov- 
ernments of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain ;  and, 
as  it  is  ooafidentiy  hoped  that  there  will  be  an  eariy 
aettiement  of  the  question,  this  subordinate  point  of 
difference  can  be  of  but  little  moment. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Governor  of  the  Province  of 
New  Brunswick  and  the  Government  of  the  State  of 
Maine  will  act  as  follows :  Her  Miyesty's  officers  will 
not  seek  to  expel,  by  mihtary  force,  the  armed  party 
which  has  been  sent  by  Maine  into  the  district  bor- 
dering on  the  Aroostook  River ;  but  the  Ch>vemment 
of  Mune  will,  voluntarily,  and  without  neadleas  delay, 
withdraw  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  diqiuted  terri- 
tory any  armed  force  now  within  them ;  and  if  future 
necessity  should  arise  for  dispersing  notorious  tm- 
passeja  or  protecting  public  property  from  depreda- 
tion By  aimed  force,  the  operation  shall  be  conducted 
by  concert,  jointiy  or  separately,  according  to  agree- 
ments between  the  Governments  of  Maine  and  Mew 
Branswick. 


The  civil  officen  In  the  serrice  respectively  of 
New  Brunswick  and  Mahie,  who  have  been  taken 
Into  custody  by  the  opposite  parties,  shall  be  re- 
leased. 

Nothing  in  this  memorandum  diall  be  construed 
to  fortify  or  to  weaken,  in  any  respect  whatever,  the 
claim  of  either  party  to  the  ultimate  possession  of  the 
disputed  territory. 

The  Miidster  Plenipotentiary  of  her  Britannic  Maj- 
esty having  no  speoiflo  authority  to  make  any  ar- 
rangement on  the  subject,  the  undersigned  can  only 
recommend,  as  they  now  earnestly  do,  to  the  Govern- 
ments of  New  Branswick  and  Mdne,  to  regulate  their 
future  proceedings  according  to  the  terms  herein  set 
forth,  until  the  £al  settlement  of  the  territorial  dis- 
pute, or  until  the  Governments  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  shall  come  to  some  definite  oonchr- 
sion  on  the  subordinate  point  upon  iriiich  they  are 
now  at  issue. 

JOHN  FORSYTH,  Secretary  of  State 

of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 
H.  a  FOX,  H.  B.  M.  Envoy  Extraor- 
dinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 

WASHniQTOH,  February  27,  1889. 

After  some  remarks  firom  Messrs.  WiuiAia 
of  Me.,  Prestoh,  Davis,  Bttoolks,  Wkbstkb, 
Bbowst,  Walkbb,  and  OALHOim,  the  Message 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, and  five  thousand  additional  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


HOUSB  OF  BBPRSSENTATIVZS. 

Wkskesdat,  February  27. 
D^aUation  Bistort*. 

Mr.  Hablait,  fh>m  the  Select  Committee  ap' 
pointed  on  the  17th  of  January  last,  to  inquire 
and  report  as  to  the  de&lcations  of  public  offi- 
cers, made  a  report ;  when 

Mr.  OwEKS,  of  the  same  committee,  on  be- 
half of  the  minority,  by  leave,  snbmitted  a  re- 
port cont^ing  the  views  of  the  minority  upon 
the  subject-matters  committed  to  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Hablak,  on  behalf  of  the  committee, 
moved  the  reading  of  the  concludons  of  the 
committee ;  and  that  5,000  copies  of  the  re- 
ports with  the  journal,  and  20,000  copies  of  the 
reports  without  the  jonrnal,  be  printed. 

Mr.  PKTBiKiir  said  he  was  not  opposed  to 
printing,  but  he  objected  to  the  reading,  unless 
all  the  reports  were  read.  And  he  called  for 
the  reading,  accordingly. 

Some  conversation  followed  in  different  parts 
of  the  House,  of  which  little  could  be  heard, 
owing  to  the  extreme  confusion. 

The  Chaib  decided  that  it  was  a  parliament- 
ary right  to  call  for  the  reading ;  and,  after 
some  further  conversation  on  points  of  order, 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  report  of 
the  majority. 

The  reading  was  frequently  interrupted  by 
attempts  to  suspend  it  And,  after  it  had  pro- 
ceeded some  way,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Owxirs,  all 
the  reports  (by  general  consent)  were  laid  on 
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the  table ;  and  6,000  oopies  thereof  with  the 
jonmal,  and  20,000  copies  of  botii  documents, 
without  the  joonial,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


IN  SXNATB. 

Thubsdat,  February  28. 
JSorth-EMUm  Boundary. 
Mr.   BncHAEAir,  fix)m   the  Committee   on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the 
Prendent's  Message,  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments, in  relation  to  the  existing  difficmties  on 
the  North-east«-n  frontier,  made  a  report  there- 
on, which  was  read,  as  follows : 
Tb»  Committee  on  Foreign  BeUtions,  to  which 
ma  referred  the  Measfges  of  the  Praaident.of 
the  United  States  of  the  26th  and  the  87th  insL, 
and  the  acoompanjing  doomnentg,  hi  relation  to 
the  ezistiDg  difficulties  on  the  North-eastern  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States,  report  the  following 
'    resolutions,  and  recommend  their  adoption  bj 
the  Senate: 

Jtetolvtd,  That  thp  Senate  can  discorer  no  trace, 
throughout  the  long  correspondence  wiiich  has  been 
ntmiUted  to  them,  between  the  OoTemments  of 
Cheat  Britain  and  the  United  States,  of  any  under- 
standing,  express  or  implied,  much  lera  of  any 
"  explidt  agreement,"  such  as  is  now  all^^  that 
the  territory  in  diq>ute  between  them  on  the  North- 
eastern boundary  of  the  latter,  shall  be  placed  and 
remain  under  the  exclumve  jurisdiction  of  her  Bri- 
tannic U^esty's  QoTemment  until  the  settlement  of 
the  question ;  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  there 
was,  and  is,  a  dear  subsisting  understanding  between 
the  parties,  under  iridch  they  hare  both  acted,  that, 
until  this  question  shall  be  finally  determined,  each 
of  them  shjdl  refrain  from  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction 
over  any  portion  of  the  disputed  territory,  except 
such  parts  of  it  as  may  have  been  in  the  actual  pos- 
Msrion  of  the  one  or  tiie  other  party. 

Jieiolved,  That  whilst  the  United  States  are  bound, 
in  good  faith,  to  comply  with  this  understanding, 
dnrfaig  the  pendency  of  negotiations,  the  Senate  can- 
not perceive  that  the  State  of  Maine  has  violated  the 
nirit  of  it  by  merely  sending,  under  the  authority  of 
the  Legislature,  her  land  agent,  with  a  sufficient 
force,  into  the  disputed  territory,  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  expelling  lawless  trespassers  engaged  in  impairing 
its  value  by  cutting  down  the  timber ;  both  parties 
having  a  common  right,  and  being  bound  by  a  com- 
mon duty,  to  expel  such  intruders  from  a  territory 
to  which  each  daims  tiUe,  taking  care,  however,  to 
retire  within  their  acknowledged  limits  when  this 
aingle  ot^ect  shall  have  been  accomplished. 

Xe$olved,  That  should  her  Britannic  M^esty's  Oov- 
emment,  in  violation  of  the  dear  understanding  be- 
tween the  parties,  persist  in  carrying  its  avowed  de- 
termination into  execution,  and  attempt,  by  military 
force,  to  assume  ezdosive  jurisdiction  over  the  dis- 
puted territory,  all  of  whidi,  they  firmly  believe, 
lightAilly  belongs  to  the  State  of  Maine,  the  exigency, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  will  then  have  occurred, 
rendering  it  the  imperative  duty  of  the  President, 
under  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  to  call  forth  the 
militia,  and  employ  the  military  force  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  such  an  invasion. 
And  in  this  event,  the  Senate  will  cordially  co-operate 
with  and  sustain  the  President  in  defending  the  rights 
of  the  country.  { 


SioUMd,  That  should  tiie  British  autboritiei  le- 
firdn  fVom  attemping  a  military  occupation  of  d» 
territory  in  dispute,  and  fhnn  enfordng  their  diim 
to  exclurive  juris(Uction  over  it  by  anas,  that  Ihei, 
m  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  the  State  ef  )Um 
ought,  on  her  part,  to  pursue  a  course  (tf  dmOir  fiv- 
bearance.  And  should  she  refuse  to  do  so,  and  dt 
termine  to  settie  the  controversy  for  herself  bjr  font, 
the  adjustment  of  which  is  intrusted  under  the  con- 
stitution to  the  Federal  Government,  in  (och  aa 
event  there  will  lie  no  obligation  imposed  oa  tint 
Gorenunent  to  sustain  her  by  military  ail 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  tod 
made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

Treamiry  Notes. 

The  bin  to  revive  and  c<^tinae  in  force  aba 
act  providing  for  the  issne  of  Treasmy  note^ 
came  np  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  WEBSTKB  rose  to  make  an  inquiry  of  Ur. 
Wkiqht,  whether  there  was  any  intendon  of 
selling  the  remaining  bond  dne  by  the  Buk 
of  the  United  States,  gave  it  unhesitatio^j  as 
his  opinion  that  the  sale  of  the  second  tiond 
was  not  only  perfectiy  legal,  bnt  a  jndicions 
proceeding.  He  thought,  moreover,  that  tb* 
manner  in  which  the  nmds  had  been  disbuned 
had  a  considerable  agency  in  the  resmnptioD 
of  specie  payments. 

Tiie  bill  was  passed  without  a  division. 


BOT7SB  OF  REFEESENTATITXS. 

Thtibsdat,  February  28. 
Florida  War— Lo*t  Sonet. 
The  bill  making  appr^riations  for  prevent- 
ing and  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  for  18S9, 
then  came  np  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bell  renewed  the  following  ameadment, 
moved  by  him  in  committee : 

"  For  pajnng  the  value  of  the  horses  and  eq^ptg* 
of  the  Telmessee  and  other  volunteeia  iiho  bave  tf 
any  time  been  hi  the  service  of  tiie  United  States  ia 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  which  were  tamed 
over  to  the  Government  by  the  order  of  the  co^ 
mending  general,  or  other  commanding  officer,  BW 
value  to  be  ascertained  by  the  appraisement  rf  nii 
value  when  the  volunteers  entered  the  serrice,  ♦5*,- 
000. 

"  And  the  provirions  of  acta  appfovsd  and  injflwt 
at  various  periods  rince  181*,  authoriidng  payii««' 
for  horses  lost  hi  the  service  of  the  United  Statai^ 
rangers,  militia,  and  volunteers,  are  berd^  i»»iws 
and  extended  for  two  years,  firom  and  •*'"'*y?5 
sage  of  this  act,  and  under  the  action  rf  the  I*" 
Auditor  shall  be  deemed  to  embrace  all  cases  set 
already  satisfied,  of  horses  tost  to  their  owners  in  » 
vice  as  aforesaid,  hi  battie  or  otherwise,  ^ben  » 
care  and  dNigenoe  be  rendered  manifest  on  the  pert 
of  the  owner ;  and  whether,  if  the  deatii  or  we*  <* 
rangers'  horses  shall  have  occurred  for  want  of  M^ 
age,  and  at  places  when  acting  in  obedience  tots* 
orders  of  commanding  officer^  forage  could  njj|n«» 
been  procured  by  proper  diligence  on  the  paiW" 
owner." 

Mr.  BuBBEu.  renewed  his  amendment  to  tb« 
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amendment  of  Mr.  Bbix,  hj  adding  thereto  the 
following : 

,  "  No  payment,  however,  shall  be  made  for  horses 
or  other  property  lost  or  destroyed,  when  the  loss  or 
destniction  shall  have  been  occasioned  by  the  fault 
or  neglect  of  the  owner,  or  when,  by  the  terms  of  the 
omtnct,  the  risk  was  apon  the  owner  of  the  property. 
And  the  Taluation,  when  horses  have  been  turned 
OTcr  to  the  OoTemmeot,  shall  be  made  at  the  time 
they  were  tamed  orer. 

Mr.  TuEHST  warmly  opposed  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  B.,  and  snpported  the  original  amend- 
ment. 

After  some  farther  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Thomfboh  and  Downino, 

Mr.  Bbll  accepted  the  first  hranch  of  the 
amendment  as  a  modification  ;  but  the  second, 
he  said,  would  have  the  effect  of  defeating  the 
whole. 

After  a  few  further  remarks  ttom  Mr.  CnAM- 
BBBS,  the  last  branch  of  Mr.  Rcsskll'b  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  Obxnnkll  opposed  the  amendment  of 
3Ir.  Bbli^  and  entreated  the  Honse  to  pnt  it  off 
till  next  session,  and  not,  thus  in  the  dark,  vote 
so  large  a  draft  upon  the  Treasury  without 
having  the  facts  or  any  investigation. 

Mr.  RussBLL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
bnt  they  were  refhscd,  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to— ajes  81,  noes  61. 


IN  SENATE. 

Fbidat,  March  1. 

CfeTural  Appropriation  Bill — Book  Purehaset 

— Disagreement  of  the  ttoo  Bbiuei. 

The  bill  maldng  appropriation  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  the  year  1839,  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, and  after  several  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Oommittee  on  Finance  had  been  concurred 
in,  the  amendment  of  the  oommittee  proposing 
to  strike  out  the  following  section,  viz :  "  For 
the  balance  due  on  account  of  the  first  volume 
«f  the  Documentary  History  of  the  United 
States,  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  two  dol- 
lars ;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  deliver  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate forty  copies  of  said  work,  and  to  the  Olerk 
ci  the  House  of  Representatives  three  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  copies  of  said  work,  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Senate 
Utd  Honse  of  Representatives  of  the  28d,  24th, 
and  26th  Congresses,  who  are  not  entitled  to 
receive  the  same  onder  former  resolutdons  or 
acts  of  Congress,"  was  considered. 

Mr.  Wbbsteb  hoped  that  tlie  Senate  would 
not  strike  out  this  appropriation.  It  was,  in 
his  opinion,  a  very  small  matter,  and  too  un- 
important to  be  wasting  the  time  of  the  Senate 
on  at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  The 
Hknse  had  thought  proper  to  make  this  appro- 
priation to  fulfil  the  obligations  of  a  contract 
entered  into  by  this  Government,  and  he 
thought  Uie  proper  way  was  to  agree  to  it,  and 


not  hazard  the  loss  of  the  bill  and  the  conse- 
quent stopping  o(  the  Government  by  delaying 
the  passage  of  it  If  gentlemen  would  persist 
in  consuming  time,  and  were  determined  to 
higgle  with  the  Honse  on  this  appropriation  of 
five  thousand  dollars,  he  had  warned  them  of 
the  consequences,  and  they  must  take  the 
responsibility. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  if  the  Senator  from  JfaxM- 
chusetts  thinks  I  am  not  aware  of  my  responsi- 
bility, or  that  I  fear  to  meet  it,  he  does  not  know 
me.  Mr.  W.  thought  the  time  was  oome  whea 
the  Senate  should  make  a  stand  upon  this  sub* 
ject,  and  said  the  responsibility  of  defeating 
the  bill,  if  it  was  lost,  would  rest  with  those 
who  had  incorporated  this  provision  into  ik 
Mr.  W.  went  on  at  some  length  in  opposition 
to  the  practice  of  appropriating  money  for  the 
purchase  of  books,  and  distributing  them  among 
themselves,  and  trusted  that  the  Senate  wonld 
not  countenance  it  any  longer. 

After  some  rema^  from  Mr.  BuirroK  in 
&vor  of  the  amendment,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  recommendation  of  the  committee, 
when 

The  PsBsiDBirT  announced  there  was  not  a 
quorum  in  attendance. 

Mr.  SsTiBB  moved  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 
Senate. 

The  PBBan>ENT  said  the  Senator  fix>m  Arkan- 
sas might  reach  his  object  by  moving  that  the 
Sergeant-at-arms  be  directed  to  summon  the 
absent  Senators,  and  if  they  refused  attending, 
the  presiding  ofBoer  might  issue  his  warrant, 
and  have  them  brought  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Sbvieb  modified  his  motion  accordingly. 

Several  Senators  requesting  Mr.  8.  to  with- 
draw his  motion, 

Mr.  Walkbb  hoped  that  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas  would  persist  in  it.  The  only  Sena- 
tors who  were  invalids,  and  whose  healths  were 
endangered  by  the  protracted  sittings  of  that 
body,  were  in  their  seats  attending  to  their 
public  duties,  while  a  majority  of  the  Senate, 
who  had  not  the  plea  of  illness  to  offer  as  an 
excuse  for  their  absence,  were  in  their  beds. 
He  hoped  the  motion  would  be  persisted  in, 
and  that  Senators,  if  other  motives  could  not 
induce  them  to  do  so,  would  be  oompelled  by 
order  of  the  body  to  attend  to  the  public  bnri- 
ness. 

After  some  conversation  the  motion  was 
Withdrawn,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Satubday,  March  2. 

Oeneral  Appropriation  Bill — Booh  Purehaut 
— Documentary  Hittory  of  the  United  State*. 

The  bill  maldng  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  1889,  was  taken  up,  and  the  que8ti(m 
being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Oom- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Doonmentary  History — 
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If  r.  Bbnton  spoke  at  mnoh  length  agaiiut 
the  ^prbpriation,  and  also  against  the  distribn- 
tion  of  the  booki,  and  read  from  reports  of 
oommitteeA  to  justify  what  he  said.  He  con- 
ridered  this  whole  business  of  printing  books 
for  members  of  Congress — a  practice  which  had 
grown  np  within  a  few  years  past — to  be  one 
of  the  most  abominable  abuses  which  now  be- 
set tlie  Qovernment,  and  he  considered  this 
particular  job  as  the  most  abominable  of  the 
vhole.  TaJcen  in  ererT  way,  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  got  throo^h  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  most  attentive  members — he  meant 
others  still  more  than  himself — the  enormity  of 
the  sum  involved — the  vast  bulk  and  little 
worth  of  the  work — and  the  distribution  of  it  to 
the  members  that  voted  for  it — and  it  was  truly 
•n  abominable  abase.  None  of  as  knew  that 
■ooh  a  work  was  authorized  by  as.  It  was 
passed  in  1883,  and  it  was  nearly  a  year  after- 
wards before  we  discovered  what  Ve  had  done. 
He  (Ui.  B.)  found  it  out  from  Mr.  Mangum,  of 
Korth  Carolina,  at  the  next  session,  who  was 
a  member  of  a  committee  who  discovered  what 
had  been  done ;  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  it 
was  found  out  that  an  act  had  been  passed  by 
which  upwards  of  half  a  million  of  dollars,  at 
the  least,  and  possibly  a  million  and  a  hall^  was 
to  be  given  to  an  officer  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
■entatives  (Mr.  St.  C.  Clarke,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House)  and  his  partner,  for  printing  a  work'  to 
be  {^ven  to  those  who  voted  that  officer  and 
his  partner  the  money !  As  soon  as  found  out, 
the  abuse  was  resisted  by  some  members,  and 
Las  been  resisted  for  six  years,  but  without 
«ffiMt ;  for  while  a  mi^wity  condemn  and  de- 
noonoe  it,  yet  they  are  placed  under  duress,  and 
oompdled  to  vote  for  the  money  and  the  distri- 
bution by  putting  them  in  the  appropriation  bills 
for  the  support  of  the  Government,  and  then 
making  it  a  question  to  lose  the  whole  bill  and 
stop  the  Government,  or  let  the  distribution  go 
on.  He,  for  one,  would  vote  agunst  it,  and  let 
the  Grovemment  stop,  if  that  should  be  the  con- 
sequence ;  and  let  the  people  see  who  it  was 
that  would  break  up  the  Government  before 
they  would  cease  voting  books  to  themselves  1 
Even  if  the  vote  of  the  books  was  right  in  itself, 
it  would  be  wrong  to  be  put  into  an  appropri- 
ation bill;  and  he  woula  not  be  coerced  by 
finding  it  there.  But  the  whole  practice  was 
wrong  in  itself,  and  was  becoming  an  enormous 
ftbose—  enormous  for  the  amount  of  money — 
enormous  for  the  principle — enormous  for  the 
fiightfal  progress  which  it  made — enormooa  for 
the  consequences  it  might  lead  to.  Every  ses- 
rion  we  have  jobs  and  distributions.  A  mnlti- 
tode  of  works  have  been  printed  and  distribut- 
ed. They  multiply  every  session.  Ve  vote 
the  money  to  the  jobber — the  jobber  gives  the 
books  to  ns — and  many  of  us  sell  the  books  in- 
stanter  to  Mr.  Templeman,  or  some  other  pur- 
chaser. Twenty  tnoasand — ^forty  thousand — 
sixty  thousand  dollars — are  a  oommMi  vote, 
and  done  with  a  rapidity  which  defies  all  de- 
scription, and  in  a  way  to  escape  the  notice  of  i 


the  most  attentive  members.    Bat  this  is  i 
case,  not  of  twenty— or  forty — or  sixty  tboi- 
sand  dollars,  but  of  one  or  two  millions !   It  is 
absolutely  a  case  of  millions,  and  may  be  u 
many  as  the  Jobbers  choose  to  make  it.   It  it 
without  limits  or  boundaries ;  it  is  to  prut 
whatever  the  jobbers  choose  to  print— for  th«n 
is  no  earthly  control  over  them — onder  the 
name  of  the  Documentary  History  of  the  Rero- 
lution.    Already  they  inform  us  that  the  piiTit« 
and  public  libraries  of  America  and  Europe  ire 
to  be  explored  to  find  either  muinscript  or 
printed  matter  to  be  published ;  and  they  ire 
at  liberty  to  publish  all  that  they  can  M 
The    first   computation    supposed    it   mi^ 
amount  to  a  million  and  a  half  of  doQtn; 
then  the  undertakers,  when  the  enonnity  of 
that  sum  startied  everybody,  proposed  to  put 
a  limit  on  themselves  by  limiting  the  nmnber 
of  volumes.    They  proposed  to  limit  the  toI- 
umes  to  twenty,  and  left  the  number  of  ptges 
unlimited,  though  estimated  for  at  800  piges. 
The  pay  was  by  the  page — so  much  the  page 
— and  at  this  rate  it  would  come  to  $20,400 1 
volume;    and   twenty  volumes  would  nuke 
$408,000.    This  seemed  to  impose  a  limit,  but 
it  was  all  an  illusion !    The  nmnber  of  piges 
were  unlimited,  and  instead  of  800,  the  fint 
volume — the  only  one  printed — contains  ibew 
1,000  pages  I  and  instead  of  $30,400,  the  esti- 
mated, tike  actual  price  is  ^6,0001  ind  hf 
doubling  the  pages,  the  next  one  may  be  $52,- 
000.    This  bill  is  to  pay  «  balance,  a  bsUnoe 
due  for  the  first  volume ;  and  this  balance  is 
$fi,600 1  the  estimated  price  of  $20,400  baviii; 
been  previously  paid.    At  this  rate  the  tren^ 
volumes  will  cost  $620,000 ;  but  there  is  noth- 
ing to  limit  it  to  that  amount ;  the  pablishen 
can  print  what  they  please,  as  many  Tdnmei 
as  they  please,  and  as  many  pages  as  thej 
please  in  each  volume ;  and  being  paid  by  the 
page,  the  bulk  of  the  work,  and  uie  amount  i^ 
the  price,  is  absolutely  without  limit!   It  i) 
also  without  limit  as  to  time  I    It  may  last  itr 
centuries,  and  through  generations ;  and  the 
families  of  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Force  nuj  te 
pensioned  on  the  Federal  Government  thrsq^ 
successive  ages.    It  is  a  personal  contract  vith 
Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force ;  it  will  descend  to 
theb  r^resentatives ;  it  has  taken  six  yen) 
to  make  one  volume;   and  twenty  vdnme^ 
even  if  limited  to  that,  would  reqnire,  at  the 
same  rate,  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  to 
complete  the  work.   So  slow  is  the  forthcomim 
work  that  we  have  been  told  on  this  floor- 
told  by  Mr.  Enio,  of  Georgia,  who  began  the 
good  work  of  opposing  this  business— that  he 
was  w^  informed  that  a  member  had  sold  his 
interest  in  the  whole  Documentary  Eistorr,  to 
which  we  i>ay  a  million  or  so,  for  ten  dollan  m 
hand. 

Mr.  B.  then  took  the  ground  tiiat  the  whole 
contract  ought  to  be  set  aside,  for  frand :  ii^ 
in  the  manner  of  getting  it  through  Congress 
in  a  way  to  prevent  all  knowledge  of  tlie  m^ 
nitude  of  the  work,  aad  that  by  an  officer  of  tbe 
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House ;  next,  for  want  of  moral  or  oonstita- 
tional  powet  hi  the  Oongress  to  vote  them- 
Bclves  BQch  presents ;  third,  for  the  manner  in 
-which  the  price  was  fixed,  and  fixed  nearly 
twice  too  much — as  he  proved,  hy  reading  an- 
swers to  inqniries  from  tne  most  eminent  book- 
sellers of  Philadelphia  and  other  cities,  address- 
ed to  them  hj  a  committee  of  the  Honse  of 
Representatives  after  the  disooverT-  of  the  extent 
of  the  job  ^ven  to  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force. 
He  read  from  the  report  to  show  that  Messrs. 
Clarke  and  Force  virtually  fixed  the  price  them- 
selves bj  pntting  it  into  the  face  of  the  law, 
that  ther  were  to  have  at  the  same  rate  that 
Kessrs.  Blair  and  Bives  were  paid  for  a  certain 
work,  the  price  of  which  was  fixed  by  Mr. 
Force,  who  was  selected  by  Mr.  Olarke  and  Mr. 
Xowry  for  that  purpose;  Clarke  and  Force's 
biU  depending  in  Congress,  while  Mr.  Force,  as 
a  referee,  was  fixing  the  price  of  work  which 
was  to  govern  his  own. 

Mr.  B.  finished  with  declaring  that  this  book 
printing  and  book  distribnting  business  had 
become  an  enormous  abuse ;  that  the  attention 
of  the  country  ought  to  be  roused  up  to  it ;  and 
if  the  bill  for  the  support  of  the  Government 
was  lost,  it  would  rouse  the  country,  and.  In 
the  end,  save  millions.  For  his  own  part,  he 
had  been  resisting  this  business  for  six  years 
without  any  effect,  for  it  was  growing  and  in- 
creaang  annually.  But  he  should  go  on  oppos- 
ing it,  opposing  all  these  Jobs,  great  and  smalL 
He  bad  to  encounter  Mends  and  foes,  and  to 
draw  on  himself  censure  and  opposition.  He 
-was  sorry  for  it,  but  he  could  not  nelp  it.  The 
abase  mnst  be  stopped,  and  he  had  taken  a 
fixed  and  Inexorable  resolution  to  try  and  stop 
It  He  had  put  on  his  iron  nerves,  and  should 
yield  to  neither  ftiends  nor  foes. 

Mr.  SotTTHABD  spoke  in  reply,  insisting  that 
this  sum  was  due  under  a  contract  which  was 
a  law  of  the  land ;  and  that  Congress,  before 
withholding  appropriations,  ought  to  dedwe 
that  contract  null  and  void,  which  no  one  dared 
to  propose  in  direct  terms,  or  else  they  onght 
to  make  a  compromise,  and  allow  Olarke  and 
Force  suitable  damages. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  would  vote  for  this  ap- 
propriation, but  a  sense  of  duty  would  not 
allow  him  to  vote  in  favor  of  giving  books  to 
members  of  Congress.  He  agreedj  however, 
if  Clarke  and  Force  should  suffer  damage  on 
account  of  a  failure  in  Congress  to  fulfil  a  con- 
tract, they  ought  to  be  remunerated. 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  Fostsil  the  question  was 
divided  so  as  to  ascertain,  first,  whether  the 
Senate  woMd  make  this  appropriation  j  and, 
second,  whether  the  books  should  be  distributed 
as  provided  for  by  the  bill. 

The  former  of  these  questions  was  decided  in 
the  negative,  thus  striking  out  the  appropria- 
tion of  $6,602  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

TiAS. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Korvell,  Fierce,  Boone,  Bobfaison,  | 


Sevier,  Smith  of  Gonnecticut,  Walker,  Williams  of 
Xkainippi,  and  Wrig^it— 20. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  Herride,  Bobbins,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  and  Webster 
—IS. 

The  question  on  the  distribution  of  the  books 
was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhonn, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Foster, 
Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Merrick,  Kouton, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Fierce,  Boane,  Bobinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  SwWt,  Walk- 
er, Wall,  White,  Williams  of  Maine,  Williams  of 
Missisaippi,  and  Wright — 20. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Davis,  Sondiard,  and  Wefastor    >. 

Tht   MavM  Boundary — Inereaied  Pouer  and 

Meant  to  the  Pretident  in  the  eient  of  In- 

vation  of  that  State. 

The  bill  from  the  House  giving  to  the  Fred- 
dent  of  the  United  States  additional  powers  toe 
the  defence  of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases 
agidnst  invasion,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
received,  the  1 6th  joint  mle  in  me  way  of  its 
reception  was  suspended,  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded forthwith  to  consider  the  biU.  iiter 
having  been  read  the  first  time, 

Mr.  Benton  olxerved  that  he  did  not  think 
it  necessary,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
and  under  present  circumstances,  to  refer  this 
bill  to  a  committee.  The  subject  was  perfectiy 
nnderst«od  by  every  Senator ;  the  bill,  as  it  had 
passed  the  House,  was  on  their  tables ;  and  the 
sense  of  tiie  Senate  had  been  fully  expressed 
in  the  resolutions  nnanimously  adopted  last 
evening.  He  therefore  thought  that  they  had 
better  not  refer  the  bill,  but  take  it  up  in  Com>- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  act  on  it  at  once. 

Mr.  Buchanan  ol»erved  that  the  bill  from 
the  House,  now  before  the  Senate,  entirely  met 
his  approbation,  with  perhaps  a  single  excep- 
tion. Under  all  the  oiroomstaooes,  he  doubted 
the  policy  of  sending  a  special  minister  to 
England ;  but  he  should  make  no  motion  to 
strike  this  provision  from  the  bill,  unless  his 
doubts  might  be  fortified  by  the  opinion  of 
other  Senators.  With  this  exception,  if  such 
it  ought  to  be  considered,  the  bill,  he  believed, 
was  inst  such  a  one  as  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations  would  have  unanimously  report* 
ed  to  the  Senate,  had  it  not  been  deemed  more 
proper  that  this  measure  should  originate  ia 
the  Honse.  It  was  precisely  in  accordance 
with  the  resolutions  which  had  passed  the  Ben.- 
ate  last  night,  by  which  we  pleaged  ourselves, 
that  in  case  the  British  Government  should 
attempt  to  take  possession  of  the  diq>ated 
territory,  we  would  stand  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  sustain  him  with  all  the 
military  power  of  the  nation  in  repelling  this 
aggression.  This  bill  contained  no  provisional 
army.  It  simply  authorized  a  resort  to  the 
militia  and  volunteers,  in  case  it  should  become 
necessary  to  call  ont  a  military  force  before 
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Ckmgrflfls  ooold  be  oonrened,  and  iqtpn^riated 
the  money  neoessarj  to  aooompUah  the  object 
Hr.  B.  agreed  with  his  friena  from  MiMonri, 

S[r.  Behtok,)  that  it  was  nnneoeMary  to  refer 
is  bill  to  a  committee,  as  it  was  plain  and 
simple  in  its  provisions,  and  the  session  so  near 
Its  close.  As  to  the  propriety  of  sending  a 
specie  minister  to  England— he  would  be  gl&d 
to  hear  the  opinion  of  other  Senators  on  this 
subject 

Hr.  Tallmadox  observed  that  he  differed 
with  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  in  one 
particular.  He  was  highly  in  favor  of  sending 
a  special  minister  to  England.  He  thonght  the 
minister  sent  should  be  a  man  of  character  and 
■tan^ng,  and  he  had  no  idea  that  the  President 
would  send  any  other. 

Hr.  SouTHABD  acknowledged  tliat  he  felt 
great  difficulty  in  paaring  so  promptly  on  a  bill 
of  such  magnitude.  He  did  not  view  it  in  the 
light  that  other  Senators  did,  as  carrying  out 
the  resolutions  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Bdations,  but  going  far  beyond  them.  Be 
greatly  feared  the  conaeqnenoes  of  passing  such 
•  bill,  and  was  alarmed  at  what  would  be  the 
reenlt  of  its  passage.  For  if  it  did  pasB,  and 
the  President  should  call  for  the  volunteers 
authorized  by  it,  there  would  be  a  war  between 
tills  country  and  Oreat  Britun  which  might 
]a$t  for  years.  Where  were  these  volunteers 
to  be  raised,  and  how  ?  The  moment,  s^d  l£r. 
8.,  that  that  bill  is  passed,  you  will  find  volun- 
teers assemblhig  under-  it,  and  eager  tp  march 
into  the  British  territories. 

Now,  I  aslc  you  (continued  Mr.  S.)  to  look 
npon  the  whole  of  our  frontiers,  and  see  what 
has  occurred  there  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  together  with  the  tone  and  temper  of 
the  people.  Did  it  not  require  all  the  exertions 
of  tne  Executive  to  repress  the  spirit  that  was 
so  openly  manifested  ?  He  would  as  soon,  lif  r. 
S.  said,  vote  for  an  absolute  declaration  of  war 
as  this  bill.  The  great  danger  was  that  the 
volunteers  would  not  wait  for  the  orders  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  but  that  they 
would,  as  soon  as  organized,  invade  the  British 
territo^,  and  thus  bring  on  a  war  while  the 
two  Ctovemments  were  in  the  progress  of  ad- 
justing the  differences  between  them.  There 
'Were  ^er  provisions  of  this  bill  to  which  he 
was  not  prepared  to  give  his  assent,  and  there 
were  others  which  he  approved  of.  and  among 
the  latter  was  the  one  referred  to  by  the  Sena- 
tor ttom  New  York.  He  hmped  that  a  special 
minister  would  be  sent  to  England,  and  that 
the  mission  would  result  in  the  settlement  of 
all  oor  differences  with  that  power.  God  for- 
bid that  a  war  between  this  country  and  Eng- 
land, the  representatives  of  the  freedom  of  the 
world,  should  ever  take  place.  He  did  not  fear 
the  contest  if  it  should  be  forced  on  him ;  but, 
said  he,  if  we  go  into  this  conflict,  I  wish  to  go 
into  it  coolly  and  dispassionately,  and  in  a  man- 
ner calculated  to  carry  with  us  the  feelings  of 
the  people  of  the  whole  country.  He  preferred 
that  the  bill  should  be  sent  to  a  committee, 


with  a  view  to  a  more  matnre  consideratiM 
of  the  whole  subject,  and  the  recommendadoo 
of  some  measure  less  calculated  to  preripitate 
the  country  into  a  war.  In  the  present  postne 
of  affairs,  this  section  authorizing  the  rsiang 
of  volunteers,  would  be  looked  on  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government  in  no  other  light  than  u  t 
menace,  and  perhaps  lead  this  high-tpirit«d 
people  into  acts  of  hostility,  which  more  mode- 
rate measures  on  our  part  might  prevent.  How 
could  we  expect  any  successrol  negotiations  for 
terminating  our  diiSisrences  with  the  Britith 
Government,  with  this  threat  hanging  orer 
them  t  Would  they  not  point  to  it  as  an  set 
of  hostility,  and  refuse  to  negotiate  until  it  wm 
withdrawn  t 

Kr.  8.,  after  some  fiirther  remarks,  ooodiided 
by  moving  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  OonunitU* 
on  Foreign  Belations. 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  did  not  know  that  he  hA 
any  objections  to  the  reference  of  the  bill ;  the 
remark  he  mode  was  in  r^ard  to  the  sending 
of  a  minister.  But  he  saw  no  cause  for  tlw 
alarm  felt  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jenej. 
No  one  could  pretend  that  volunteers  would  be 
raised  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill  till  tlie 
President  called  for  them ;  and  after  he  Iim 
called  for  them,  they  will,  as  soon  as  raised,  be 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  cinMt 
go  to  Canada,  or  anywhere  else,  without  or- 
ders. He  could  not  agree  with  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey,  that  any  part  of  this  bill 
could  justiy  be  viewed  as  a  threat  or  meoaea. 
We  ^ave  been  threatened  with  inrasiMi, 
and  though  he  did  not  believe  that  the  threat 
would  be  carried  into  execution,  yet  it  was 
highly  necessary  to  be  prepared  for  any  sncb 
contingency.  Should  the  British  QoTemment 
complain  of  this  clause  of  the  bill  as  a  menace, 
which  he  did  not  believe  they  would  do,  the 
President  could  say,  that  from  the  very  satoe 
of  our  institutions,  we  were  unprepared  forasj 
emergency,  and  therefore  it  was  that  Congreas 
passed  this  measure  in  order  that  we  might  be 
prepared  to  meet  the  invasion  that  was  threat- 
en^ We  shall  always,  said  Mr  T.,  enter  into 
a  conflict  with  a  foreign  power  under  disadraa- 
tageous  circumstances,  but  we  shall  iiecone 
stronger  as  it  progresses,  and  triumph  in  the 
end.  He  did  believe  that  this  bill  was  sees)- 
sary,  and  he  would  therefore  give  it  his  vote. 
We  passed,  said  he,  unanimously  the  reeolii- 
tions  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations ;  and  last  session  we  passed  resola- 
tions  just  as  strong,  and  what  dia  they  amoast 
to?  To  nothing.  The  British  GoTemmeBt 
instead  of  giving  up  their  claims,  had  adranced 
the  claim  to  exdusive  jurisdiction  over  the  dis- 
puted territory,  and  threatened  to  snp^rt  it 
with  an  armed  force.  Under  these  circnm- 
stances,  he  was  for  putting  the  country  in  * 
situation  to  meet  the  threatened  contingency. 
He  saw  nothing  alarming  in  the  anthoriziiig 
this  volunteer  force  to  be  raised.  Tliey  wiD  b* 
embodied  only  when  the  President  shall  e«D 
for  them;  and  being  under  his  orders  they 
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win  not  b«  able  to  march  a,  foot  nutil  he  oom- 
mandsit 

Mr.  Mbrrick  was  in  favor  of  referring  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  RelationB. 
It  was  an  important  measnre,  and  shonld  go 
through  all  the  forms  of  legislation ;  and  if  it 

£88360,  it  shonld  be  after  fiill  and  solemn  de- 
beration.  There  -was  no  man  in  the  oonntrr 
more  reluctant  to  go  to  war  than  he  was.  A 
war  would  be  highly  injurious  to  the  people 
he  represented,  but  he  would  niA  saoriflce  the 
honor  or  the  interests  of  the  nation  for  the  sake 
of  preserving  peace.  He  had  no  fears  of  any 
oonseqnences  resulting  from  authorizing  this 
volunteer  corps.  They  are,  he  siud,  to  be  com- 
posed of  the  freemen  of  the  United  States,  and 
Upon  them  we  can  as  safely  rely  for  obeying 
the  laws  as  for  defending  the  liberties  of  the 
country.  We  are  about  (said  Mr.  M.)  to  ad- 
journ, and  cannot  meet  again  for  many  months. 
We  are  threatened  with  invasion,  and  the  dan- 
ger is  ^at  that  the  threat  will  be  carried  into 
execution.  My  opinion  is  (said  Mr.  M.)  that 
war  will  come  before  twelve  months  jure  over, 
do  what  yon  wilL  Ought  we,  then,  to  acyonm 
without  putting  it  in  tm  power  of  the  President 
to  defend  the  country  ? 

Mr.  BnoEANAN  said,  that  even  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  night,  considering  the  position 
which  he  occupied  in  relation  to  the  subject, 
the  Senate  would  ezcnse  him  for  asking  their 
attention  for  a  few  moments,  whilst  he  replied 
to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 

(Mr.  SOCTBLABD.) 

For  my  own  part,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  am  not  ex- 
cited in  the  slightest  degree,  but  am  calm  as  a 
enmmer's  morning :  nor  do  I  believe  that  the 
Senate  required  a  caution  against  acting  under 
violent  impulse.  I  confess  that,  throughout 
file  whole  proceeding,  I  have  been  only  anxious 
that  we  shonld  act  with  such  coolness,  such 
dignity,  aod  such  discretion,  as  would  secure 
the  approbation  of  tlie  country.  This  import- 
ant object  has,  I  think,  been  accomplished. 
The  justice  of  our  cause  is  palpable;  and  I 
have  only  labored  to  prevent  it  from  being 
obscured,  by  the  adoption  of  any  measure,  in 
the  assertion  of  our  rights,  on  which  our  con- 
stituents could  be  fairly  divided  in  Ofanion.  It 
was  for  this  reason  that  I  have  come  into  con- 
flict with  the  State  of  Maine,  in  relation  to  the 
fourth  resolution  reported  by  the  c(Mnmittee. 
Although  I  preferred  that  resolution  as  it  origi- 
nally stood,  because  it  was  more  precise,  yet 
the  change  in  the  last  clause  does  not  materially 
affect  the  meaning;  and  it  has  procured  a 
unanimous  vote  in  its  favor — a  consummation 
iBUch  to  be  desired.  Shonld  Maine  act  in  ao- 
cordance  with  the  spirit  of  this  resolution,  then 
if  war  must  come,  it  will  find  the  country 
Qiymimous.  On  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  it 
will  be  a  war  of  pure  aggression,  waged,  during 
the  pendency  of  peaceful  negotiations,  for  the 

Surpose  of  assuming  exclusive  militarr  jnri»- 
iction,  against   the  clear  understanding  be- 
tween the  two  Qovenuneats,  over  a  territory 


to  wfaidi  she  has  not  even  a  diadow  of  title. 
In  suoh  an  event,  the  only  alternative  is  war 
or  national  dishonor ;  and  between  these  two^ 
what  American  can  hesitate  f  Force  must  be 
repelled  by  force;  or  national  degradation  is 
the  inevitable  consequence.  I  confess,  how* 
ever,  it  is  still  difficult  to  believe  that  Great 
Britain  will  madly  rush  into  such  a  contest  tot 
an  object  bo  inconsiderable.  This  is  a  question 
for  her  own  decision.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to 
stand  on  the  defensive,  and  exercise  forbearance 
until  the  shock  of  arms  shall  render  forbearance 
no  longer  a  virtue. 

I  would  ask  the  Senator  from  Kew  Jersey, 
what  is  there  in  this  bill  which  is  not  precisdy 
in  conformity  with  the  resolutions  unanimously 
adopted  last  night  1  Which  was  the  most  im- 
portant of  aU  Uiese  resolutions  ?  Was  it  not 
that  one  which  declared  that,  if  the  British 
Government  should,  in  pursuance  of  its  avowed 
determinstiMi,  attempt,  by  military  force,  to 
take  possession  of  the  disputed  territory,  that 
we  would  sustain  the  President  in  defending 
the  rights  of  the  country,  and  repelling  this  in- 
vasi(mt  This  is  the  single  prindple  dearly 
and  strongly  expressed  in  the  fourth  resolution. 
What,  thai,  do  we  propose  to  do  by  this  bill } 
Merely  to  carry  out  this  principle  in  practice ; 
and  that,  too,  in  the  mildest  form  consistently 
with  the  saf^  of  the  country.  Would  we  not 
make  ourselves  a  ridiculous  spectacle  before  all 
mankind,  if  we  should  adjourn,  after  adopting 
this  solemn  resolution,  and  leave  the  President, 
without  a  dollar,  to  defend  the  country,  in 
case  it  should  be  attacked  ?  We  first  ple^d^ 
ourselves  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  sustain 
him;  and,  when  called  upon  to  redeem  our 
pledge,  we  prove  recreant  to  this  duty  which, 
but  yesterday,  we  imposed  upon  ourselves.  Is 
there  a  single  Senator  here  prepared  to  act  suoh 
apart? 

This  bill  is  in  fact  but  little  more  than  a  con- 
tingent appropriation  of  $10,000,000,  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  President,  to  enable  him  to 
call  forth  the  TnUitia,  in  execution  of  the  con- 
stitution and  the  existing  law,  for  the  purpose 
of  repelling  the  threatened  invasion  of  the  dis- 
pntea  territory.  It  is  true  that  the  tain  of 
service  is  extended  from  three  to  six  months, 
and  the  President  is  authorized  to  accept  of  the 
services  of  vidunteers.  These  are  the  onh" 
dianges  in  the  old  law  effected  by  the  bilL  It 
does  not  propose  to  add  a  soldier  to  the  regular 
army.  Until  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  it 
relies  exclusively  npon  the  present  army,  mUitis 
and  volunteers  of  the  country,  to  repel  the  in- 
vasion of  the  disputed  territory,  mw,  I  ask, 
what  less  can  we  do,  unless  regardless  of  our 
duty,  we  shonld  determine  to  adjourn  whilst 
war  IS  impending  over  us,  without  providing 
any  means  of  defence  ?  And  yet  the  Senator 
fit)m  New  Jersey  fancies  that  he  sees  in  the  bill 
a  menace  to  England ;  and  he  dreads  a  rushing 
of  armed  citizen  volunteers  across  our  fivntier 
for  the  purpose  of  invading  the  territory  of  a 
friendly  power.    But  what  says  the  bill  t    Un- 
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leas  the  oontingenoy  ghonld  hi^jpen  for  which 
it  providea,  these  Tolonteen  will  remain  at 
home.  The^  can  never  be  embodied  without 
the  CHrders  of  the  Preeident.  They  oamiot  more 
towards  the  fh>ntier  until  the  event  shall  occur 
on  which  we  have  solemnly  dedared  that  we 
will  cordially  co-operste  with  the  President  in 
defending  tfa«  interest  and  honor  of  the  country. 
Wliat,  then,  is  the  inevitable  conseqaence  of 
the  Senator's  argument  t  That  we  shall  adopt 
no  precautionary  measures  to  repel  a  threaten- 
ed invasion,  lest  perchance  they  may  be  oon- 
stmed  into  a  menace  by  the  invading  power. 
The  gentleman  has  not  sieen  the  point  to  which 
his  own  argument  would  lead  him.  If  he  had, 
it  never  would  have  been  advanced.  Besides, 
this  arf^iment  implies  a  want  of  confidence  in 
our  citizen  volonteers,  which  I  do  not  feeU 

If  we  acyonrn  without  passing  this  bill,  we 
shall  richly  deserve  the  reputation  of  being  a 
Government  valiant  in  resolutions  upon  p^>er 
— a  Government  mighty  in  words,  but  con- 
temptible in  action.  We  should  become  the 
■corn  of  our  oonstitaents. 

But  tills  bill  is  called  a  threat  A  threat  I 
To  prepare  for  war,  when  an  intention  to  in- 
vade our  territory  has  been  avowed,  is  a  threat 
which  may  offend  our  powerM  neighbor! 
Such  was  not  the  opinion  of  General  Washing- 
ton. He  believed  tnat  to  prepare  for  war  was 
the  best  mode  of  preserving  peace.  Weakness 
always  invites  aggresnon.  Fortonately,  or  un- 
fortunately, for  us,  from  the  very  nature  of  our 
institotions,  we  shall  never  be  well  prepared 
for  war ;  but  for  this  very  reason,  when  we 
have  cause  to  wprehend  immediate  danger, 
our  exertions  ougnt  to  be  so  much  the  more 
vigorous.  We  now  find  that  Sir  John  Harvey 
is  collecting  and  oonoentxating  his  forces,  whidi 
it  is  said  will  an^unt  to  four  or  five  thousand 
regular  troops,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
mwng  a  descent  on  the  disputed  territory,  and 
iJacing  it  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
England.  When  this  danger  is  impending, 
shall  we  place  ourselves  in  the  contemptibk 
position  of  resolving  that  the  State  of  i^ne 
shall  l>e  defended,  and  then  re-resolving  that  it 
shall  not  be  defended,  lest  it  mijriU  give  offence 
to  the  British  Government?  We  can  never 
avert  war  by  base  submission ;  and  if  we  could, 
tiie  people  of  this  country  will  never  purchase 
peaoe  at  the  price  of  self-degradation.  No,  sir, 
never.  If  the  British  Government  should  ever 
complain  of  this  bill  as  a  threat,  our  Minister 
can  point  with  confidence  to  the  letter  and 
proclamation  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  in  which  he 
has  first  threatened  to  take  military  possession  of 
the  disputed  territory,  under  the  express  com- 
mand of  his  soverei^  He  can  show  that  die 
menace  first  came  i^m  her  iCi^esty's  Govern- 
ment ;  and  that  our  proceedings  nave  been  purely 
defensive.  The  bill  contains  no  provision  which 
goes  fnrther  than  adopting  the  necessary  means 
of  self-defence,  incase  a  foreign  foe  should  invade 
our  native  land.  If  my  neighbor  should  be  in 
the  very  act  of  attempting  to  d^nive  me  of  mj 


'property  by  forca  and  I  should  stand  upon  the 
defensive,  he  might,  with  the  same  propriety, 
tnm  about  and  accuse  me  of  threatening  him. 
Whilst  I  am  in  favor  of  defending  the  just 
rights  of  Maine  to  the  last  extremity ;  I  am  also 
disposed  to  inform  her  distinctiy,  that  if^  in 
violation  of  the  constitution,  which  confers 
upon  the  Executive  of  the  Union  the  treaty- 
making  power,  and  in  violation  of  the  clear 
Bubusting  understanding  between  the  parties 
she  will  become  the  aggressor,  and  attempt 
permanentiy  to  occupy  the  disputed  territory 
Dy  force,  we  are  under  no  constitutional  obliga- 
tion to  come  to  her  aid,  however  difficult  it 
might  be,  even  in  snob  a  case,  to  resist  her  ap- 
peal In  the  language  of  the  amendment  made 
to  the  fourth  resolution,  it  is  her  duty  to  leave 
the  ultimate  vindication  of  her  rights  to  the 
General  Government,  to  which  itri(ditfully  and 
constitationally  belongs.  Hands  off  from  thia 
territory  on  both  mdes,  while  negotiatioDS  are 
pending.  During  this  period,  the  question  be- 
longs exclusively  to  the  General  Govemmenl 
It  would  be  forever  a  source  of  regret,  both  to 
Maine  herself  and  to  the  whole  conntiy,  if  she 
should  not  withdraw  he*  forces  fnnn  this  t«- 
ritory,  in  case  Sir  John  Harvey  should  set  her 
the  example,  desisting  from  attempting  itsmili- 
taiT  occupation. 

I  deprecate  war ;  but  in  a  just  canae  I  do  not 
dread  it.  If  it  should  come  now,  it  will  be  in- 
evitable, and  we  may  appeal  to  the  world  for 
thejustioe  of  our  cause.  Our  coarse  has  hither* 
to  bieen  correct  in  asserting  our  rights.  I  trust 
and  believe  that  Maine  wul  not  embarrass  us 
in  pursuing  it  to  the  end.  That  she  has  cause 
to  complain,  I  cheerfully  admit;  but  let  her 
continue  to  rely  upon  the  General  Govemment, 
and  when  the  crisis  shall  arrive,  if  arrive  it 
must,  she  will  find  the  country  as  one  man 
mdung  to  her  rescue.  On  the  oontraiy,  should 
the  patriotic,  but  excited  feeling  which  now 
seems  to  pervade  her  citizens,  drive  them  into 
acts  of  aggression,  and  involve  us  in  war,  the 
best  cause  will  be  weakened  by  such  condnct, 
and  distraction,  and  division  among  the  citizens 
of  the  other  States,  may  be  the  consequence. 
Let  her  be  prudent  as  well  as  firm.  This  con- 
troversy must  soon  be  ended  either  by  negotia- 
tion or  by  arms.  Let  her  patientiy  and  patri- 
otically await  the  resalt,  unless  the  territory 
should  be  actually  invaded. 

The  question  was  here  taken  on  Mr.  Sodth- 
▲bd's  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Belations,  and  lost  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  SoTiTEABD  then  addressed  the  Senate  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  recapitulating  the  argu- 
ments used  by  him  when  first  up. 

Mr.  Walkbb  said  he  did  not  rise  at  this  late 
hour  to  moke  a  speech  in  favor  of  this  bill,  but 
to  appeal  to  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr. 
SouTHAED,)  and  beseech  him,  by  his  love  of 
country  and  regard  for  its  honor,  and  its  rights, 
not  to  vote  against  this  bill.  It  was  not  the 
bill  that  the  Senator  supposed  it  was.    He  oer- 
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tainly  could  not  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
nnderstanding  it  truly.  He  appealed  to  the 
Senator  not  to  prevent  a  unanimous  vote  of  this 
body  in  favor  of  a  measure  so  essentially  neces- 
sary 'for  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  country. 
He  fUly  believed  that  the  Senator  regarded 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  his  country  as  much 
as  any  man  on  that  floor ;  and  he  had  not  a 
doubt  but  if  he  understood  this  bill  properly,  he 
nrould  give  it  his  sttiH>ort.  Every  vote  given 
against  this  bill,  said  Mr.  W.,  vrill  be  regarded 
by  Great  Britmn  as  an  invitation,  on  the  part 
of  the  Senator  who  gave  it',  to  persist  in  her 
unreasonable  pretensions,  and  never  to  sur- 
render her  claims  to  this  disputed  territory. 
Not  to  pass  this  bill  would  be  dishonorable, 
when  we  had  declared  that  Great  Britain  had 
not  a  shadow  of  claim  to  this  disputed  territory, 
and  that  we  would  consider  her  taking  posses- 
sion of  it  as  an  invasion  of  the  tenitory  of  the 
United  States,  that  would  justify  the  President, 
under  the  constitution,  in  calling  out  the  militia 
to  repel  it.  When,  in  addition  to  this,  we  had 
pledged  ourselves  to  the  State  of  Maine  to  sus- 
tain her,  would  it  not  be  dishonorable  to  vote 
down  the  only  measure  that  would  enable  the 
President  to  carry  into  effect  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Senate  ?  If  we  should  send  a  min- 
ister to  England  after  this  bill  had  been  nega- 
tived by  the  Senate,  the  British  ministry  would 
laugh  him  to  scorn. 

And  under  what  circumstances,  said  Mr.  W., 
are  we  to  refuse  to  pass  this  bill  ?  From  all 
the  ofiBcial  information  that  is  before  as,  we 
learn  that  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick 
says  that  he  is  positively  instructed  by  the 
British  Government  to  take  possession  of  this 
disputed  territory,  and  that  he  is  determined 
to  do  it  with  all  the  force  of  the  Provincijd 
Government,  both  regulars  and  militia.  There 
is  a  threat,  and  not  merely  a  threat,  for  it  has 
been  followed  up  by  on  actual  call  for  militia, 
and  by  armed  troops  marching  into  the  dis- 
puted territory.  We  shall  disgrace  ourselves, 
said  Mr.  W.,  by  returning  to  our  homes  and 
leaving  a  sister  State  undefSended,  when  she  has 
been  threatened  with  invasion.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  appealed  to  the  love  of  coun- 
try of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey — for  he 
believed  that  patriotism  beats  in  his  bosom  as 
strong  as  in  that  of  any  other  Senator — to  let 
the  vote  on  this  bill  be  a  unanimous  one  by 
adding  his  voice  in  its  favor ;  so  that  when  our 
minister  went  to  England,  he  might  go  armed 
with  the  strongest  power  of  the  country.  He 
knew  that  there  were  those  within  the  sound 
of  his  voice,  who,  armed  with  such  a  moral 
power  as  this  bill,  passed  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  would  give 
him,  could  not  fail  of  bringing  this  controversy 
to  a  successful  and  happy  termination. 

Mr.  NiLBS  said  he  rejoiced  to  see  this  bill  so 
perfectly  acceptable  to  the  members  of  this 
body,  with  but  one  solitary  exception.  We  all 
agree,  said  he,  in  this  matter,  that  we  are  for 
preserving  the  peace  of  the  country  if  we  can 


do  so  without  sacrificing  our  honor.  The  only 
question,  then,  is,  whether  the  assuming  the 
attitude  the  bill  "proposes,  by  clothing  the  Pres- 
ident with  power  to  arm  for  defence  only  on 
the  one  hand,  and  proposing  to  open  a  new 
negotiation  on  the  other,  the  latter  purpose 
will  be  fhistrated  by  the  former,  as  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  apprehends.  Now,  he  hsd 
no  such  ^prehensions.  All  the  Senator's  ob- 
jections were,  in  his  view,  founded  in  error. 
No  volunteers  could  be  organized  until  the 
President  called  for  them  by  his  proclamation, 
and  when  they  were  organized  they  would  be 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and  no 
matter  what  the  state  of  excitement  on  the 
Canada  borders  was,  they  could  not  march  a 
foot  without  orders.  But  he  would  pass  over 
this  objection,  as  it  could  not  be  supported  by 
any  show  of  reason.  The  only  plausible  ob- 
jection raised  was,  whether  Great  Britain 
might  not  consider  the  authorizing  this  volun- 
teer force  as  some  sort  of  a  menace — as  coming 
to  her  witJi  the  olive  branch  in  one  hand  ana 
the  sword  in  the  other.  This  was  possible; 
but  what  would  be  the  ultimate  effect  of  assum- 
ing this  attitude  ?  It  would  produce  this  effect : 
it  would  convince  the  British  Government  that 
we  are  in  earnest  in  this  matter,  and  that  though 
we  have  a  strong  desire  for  peace,  yet  we  are 
not  willing  to  delay  the  settlement  of  these 
difficulties  any  longer,  and  that  it  must  he 
settied  at  once,  or  produce  a  rupture  between 
the  two  countries.  The  high  attitude  we  as- 
sumed towards  R-ance,  notwithstanding  her 
complaints  of  insults,  settied  the  controversy 
with  her,  that  had  lasted  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  Pass  this  bill,  and  the  present  con- 
troversy will  be  settled  in  twelve  months.  In- 
stead of  its  being  a  war  measure,  I,  for  one, 
said  Mr.  N.,  pronounce  it  to  be  a  peace  meas- 
ure. It  will  preserve  peace  between  the  two 
countries.  If  yon  do  not  pass  it,  it  will  pro- 
tract the  negotiation,  and  perhaps  end  in  a  war 
which  will  last  for  years.  He  stood  upon  that 
noble  maxim  of  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  that  we  desired  nothing  from  foreign 
nations  but  what  was  right,  and  woold  submit 
to  nothing  that  was  wrong. 

Mr.  SouTHAED  here  moved  to  strike  out  the 
provision  in  the  bill  for  raising  fifty  thousand 
volunteers ;  which  motion  was  rejected,  as  fol- 
lows : 

TiA.— Mr.  Southard. 

Nats. — ^Hessn.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alahiuna,  Davis,  Foster,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Uerridc,  Uouton,  Mch- 
olaa,  Xiles,  Korrell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane, 
Bobbins,  Robinson,  Roggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Walk- 
er, Wall,  Webster,  White,  Williams  of  Maine, 
Williams  of  Hiasiasippi,  Wright,  and  Toung — S8. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading ;  and  it  was  carried  by 
a  unanimous  vote — yeas  41. 

The  hill  was  then  read  the  thiid  time,  and 
passed  ananimouBly. 
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And  the  Senate  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
past  foor  o'clock,  a.  m.  . 


HOCSE  OF  BEPEESEirrA'nvxs. 
Satubdat,  March  2. 
£eIation$  toith  Mexieo. 
.  Mr.  Howard,  from  the  Oonmiittee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the 
S7th  instant,  relating  to  Mexico,  reported  the 
following  resolutions : 

JUtolved,  That  the  unreasonable  procrastination 
which  has  attended  every  step,  on  the  part  of  Mexico, 
in  the  progress  of  the  negotiations  between  the  two 
QoTemments,  for  many  yean  past,  justifies  a  hope 
that  the  minister  who  is  about  to  be  sent  to  that 
country  by  the  President,  will  press  for  a  speedy  and 
definite  settlement  of  the  demands  whidi  have  so 
repeatedly,  but  ineffectually,  been  made  upon  Mexico 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Retalmd,  That  this  House  will  impatiently  expect 
the  result  of  this  mission;  and,  if  it  stiall  prove  un- 
availing, will  sustain  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
Oovemment,  in  any  ulterior  measures  which  may 
become  necessary. 

Haytu 

Mr.  Dbouoooue,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  resolution,  which 
was  concurred  in,  to  discharge  the  committee 
from  the  further  consideration  of  sundry  me- 
morials asking  for  the  opening  of  international 
relations  with  Hayti. 

Itihmu*  of  Panama. 

Mr.  Mkbosr,  fW>m  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  C^^ials,  reported  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  concurred  in : 

Jletolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  opening 
or  continuing  negotiations  with  the  Oovemmenta  of 
Other  nations,  and  particularly  with  those  wliote  ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction  compreliends  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  and  to  which  the  United  States  have  accred- 
ited ministers  or  agents,  for  the  purpose  of  aacer- 
tMning  the  practicability  of  opening  a  communica- 
tion between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  by  the 
construction  of  a  ship  channel  or  canal  across  the 
isthmus,  and  of  securing  forever,  by  suitable  treaty 
stipulations,  the  free  and  equal  right  of  navigating 
such  canal,  to  all  nations,  on  the  payment  of  reason- 
able tolls. 

The  Main*  Boundary — BiU  to  Inerta»$  the 

Meamt  of  Dtfemx  in  th»  Stent  qflnvation. 

The  House  then,  in  pursuance  of  the  special 
order,  went  into  Conmiittee  on  the  Union,  Mr. 
LnrooLH  in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  difficulties 
in  Maine. 

Mr.  CxTSRis'o  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave 
way  to  Mr.  Saltonstall,  who  made  an  expla- 
nation of  his  remarks  of  last  evening. 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  discuss  tiie  merits 
<tf  the  question,  with  referraoe  to  Sir  John 


Harvey.  Mr.  C.  was  convinced  that  o£B<:er  had 
misconstrued  his  instructions,  and  he  adduced 
facts  which  went  to  show  it.  As  to  the  Inll, 
he  denied  that  it  was  a  war  measure,  either  cm 
its  face  or  in  its  spirit.  What  were  the  prM»»- 
rations  contemplated  by  it  f  Were  they  either 
aggressive  or  belligerent  f  They  were  not ;  they 
were  purely  defeiwiTe,  and  in  conformity  wita 
the  act  of  1796. 

Instead,  too,  of  being  an  angment«tion  of  tiie 
Executive  power,  derived  under  that  act,  it 
was  a  diminution,  because  the  law  of  '96  gave 
the  President  general  power,  whereas  this  bill 
restricted  it  to  a  particular  exigency,  a  positire 
contingency,  on  the  arising  of  which  alone  he 
could  act.  Having  explamed  and  advocated 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  Mr.  C.  proceeded  to 
defend  the  principles  of  the  bill  and  the  report^ 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Biddle.  As  to  the  present  be- 
ing an  incidental  question,  it  was  precisely  one 
of  those  which  the  country  could  understand. 
The  main  issue,  the  question  of  bonndary,  was 
involved  in  a  tedious  controversy,  running 
through  a  long  series  of  ponderous  documents. 
Kot  so  with  this.  It  was  a  question  of  ftct, 
plain  and  intelligible  to  every  man.  The  State 
of  Maine  had  been  invaded,  and  t?uU  all  could 
understand.  Bring  it  home  to  the  ordinary 
occurrences  of  life.  A  question  of  title  to  an 
estate  might  be  so  involved  in  intricacy,  that 
no  common  man  could  unravel  it;  but  if  a  tres- 
passer fenced  in  half  his  neighbor's  farm,  it  was 
plainly  understood.  Moreover,  the  case  of  the 
Aroostook  was  stronger  tlian  that  of  Madawas- 
ka.  In  regard  to  the  latter,  Great  Britain  had 
set  up  a  claim  of  jurisdiction,  on  the  ground  of 
utipomdeti*.  But  they  had  never  before  set 
up  to  exercise  practical  jurisdiction  in  the  Ar- 
oostook, for  tnere  the  uti  posaideti*  gave  it 
clearly  to  the  United  States,  and  we  had  alway* 
held  over  it  fhll  sovereignty.  Mr.  0.  produced 
a  map  published  by  the  House  of  Commons  of 
England,  and  also  cited  the  commission  of  the 
Earl  of  Durham  as  Governor  General  of  all  the 
British  North  American  provinces,  and  which 
demonstrated  that  she  herself  then  regarded 
the  sovereignty  over  this  territory  as  not  be- 
longing to  ner.  After  dwelling  on  the  main 
points  very  briefly,  Mr.  0.  concluded ;  and  was 
followed  by 

Mr.  Ckaht,  who,  after  a  brief  review  of  flie 
question,  made  an  earnest  defence  of  the  biD, 
which  he  regarded  as  a  peace  or  a  war  meas- 
ure, just  as  it  might  be  taken  by  Great  Britain. 
As  for  the  State  of  Maine,  he  knew  the  charac- 
ter of  the  people  of  this  country  too  well  to 
think,  for  a  moment,  that  she  would  recede  a 
single  step ;  and  rather  than  vote  to  coerce  her 
to  do  so,  he  wpnld  abandon  his  seat  and  go 
home.  Be  hoped  the  British  Government 
would  at  once  disavow  the  unlawful  acts  of  her 
Provincial  Governor;  but  if  she  did  not,  he 
was  prepared  for  the  worst  consequences.  Nor 
had  he  any  of  those  terrors  of  her  mighty  power 
which  some  gentiemen  seemed  to  entert^n. 
Her  relations  with  Buasia,  with  Persia,  with 
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the  Bonnese  empire,  and  the  East  generaUy, 
were  of  the  most  critical  character.  The  blood 
she  had  so  cruelly  shed  in  Canada,  had  weaned 
the  heart  of  that  Province  from  her,  and  her 
domestic  relations  w«re  at  this  moment  being 
shaken  to  their  centre.  He  did  not  desire  war, 
bnt  he  would  yield  nothing  to  preserve  a  dis- 
honorable peace.  After  some  ftuther  remarks, 
l£r.  0.  coDclnded,  and 

Mr.  Adams  followed  at  length  in  sapport  of 
the  bill,  and  on  the  qneetion  generally.  He 
said  he  should  not  be  snrprised  that,  if  the  Con- 
gress failed  to  do  any  thing  at  the  present  crisis. 
It  might  be  taken  as  an  argument  by  Great 
Britain  that  this  Government  had  left  Maine 
to  its  fate.  She  would  answer  "no  "  to  all  the 
okums  of  that  State  to  have  her  rights  of  juris- 
diction respected.  Whatever  might  be  the  ac- 
tion of  the  House  at  the  present  time,  he  be- 
lieved the  question  would  eventually  nave  to 
be  settled  by  force  of  arms,  and,  for  one,  was 
not  disposed  to  have  much  farther  negotiation. 
It  was  for  this  reason  that  he  was  disposed  to 
vote  for  this  bill  as  a  fiirther  notification  to  the 
British  Government— one  which  she  oould  not 
misanderstand — as  to  what  were  our  determi- 
nations. He  was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  not 
merely  because  this  contingency  presented  it- 
self, bnt  to  put  us  in  a  state  of  defence  for  any 
contingency  that  might  occnr.  He  nnderstood 
it  as  a  bill  to  arm  merely  for  the  defence  of  our 
soil,  and  not  as  an  indication  that  we  were  de- 
tennhed  or  expected  to  have  war.  England 
cannot  understand  it  tlius;  there  is  nothing 
offennve  in  it  at  all.  Every  independent  na- 
tion, whether  weak  or  strong,  has  the  right  to 
arm  herself  up  to  the  ears.  The  right  to  arm 
in  self  defence  is  a  right  of  peace.  Indeed, 
be  was  rather  disposed  to'take  a  stiffer  coarse 
than  this  bill  proposes,  for  he  did  not  altogether 
approve  the  section  which  proposes  to  send  a 
special  minister  to  England;  he  thought  she 
had  assumed  a  wrong  position,  and  should 
rather  send  us  a  special  minister  to  ezpliun 
what,  indeed,  were  her  intentions. 

The  President  and  Secretary  of  State  seemed 
to  regret  the  course  Maine  has  taken ;  but,  so 
for  as  he  was  concerned,  he  respected  and  re- 
vered her  for  it ;  it  was  one  sanctioned  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  her  Legislature.  The  act 
of  that  State  was  deliberate,  one  of  the  qnalitiee 
which  belonged  to  firm  and  consistent  action. 
The  act  was  not  rash  and  indiscreet,  as  denoun- 
ced by  some,  bnt  it  was  the  exercise  of  her  un- 
questionable right  to  defend  her  territory ;  and 
BO  far  from  disapproving,  he  would  esteem  her 
course,  during  the  short  remnant  of  his  life,  as 
honorable. 

We  had  been  so  quiescent,  that  the  usurpa- 
tions of  England  had  now  commenced  to  as- 
sume the  form  of  rights.  He  wished  to  stop 
them  where  they  are — send  them  back.  That 
there  should  be  no  further  mistake,  no  further 
delusion  on  tiie  part  of  England  as  to  what  our 
rights  are  in  this  matter,  he  thought  this  bill 
should  be  passed.     I^  however,  gentlemen 


would  offer  a  substitute  equally  firm,  equally 
argumentative,  he  would  be  willing  to  take  it, 
not  without. 

Mr.  Lboabx  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  AnAira,  and  was  nnderstood  to  intimate  his 
approval  of  the  resolutions  which  passed  the 
Senate ;  and  that  he  would  not,  on  any  ac- 
count, vote  this  tremendous  ]K>wer,  given  In 
the  bill,  to  the  President,  were  he  not  of  the 
opinion  that  he  would  use  it  with  great  pru- 
dence. 

Mr.  Bell  regarded  the  former  proceedings  of 
Massachusetts,  or  Maine,  or  of  this  Govern- 
ment, as  of  very  little  consequence  to  the  pres- 
ent question,  because,  if  Great  Britain  intended 
to  assert  her  claim  by  arms,  she  would  give  us 
an  intimation  of  that  fact,  or  otherwise  ppst- 
pone  it^  and  therefore  we  need  not  apprehend 
any  violent  collision  till  we  have  received  in- 
formation irota  that  Government.  Mr.  B.  did 
not  think  the  bill  in  its  present  shape  could 
pass  the  House,  and  some  compromise  must  be 
come  to.  He  could  not  bring  himself  to  be- 
lieve that  any  thing  like  war  would  ensue.  He 
had  never  questioned  our  right  to  the  boundary 
claimed  by  us,  and  though  he  had  anticipated 
difiSculties,  yet  there  was  no  issue_  of  national 
honor  now  involved.  All  he  thought  the  Honse 
ought  now  to  do,  was  to  express  its  concur- 
rence in  the  views  of  the  President,  not  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  or  the  first  section  of  it, 
but  to  grant  him  a  sufficient  supply  of  money 
to  execute  the  powers  already  vested  in  him, 
in  case  the  contingency  provided  for  under  the 
existing  law  of  '95  should  arise.  He  had  no 
objection  to  vote  a  contingent  appropriation  of 
five  millions  or  more,  and  he  had  no  great  ob* 
jeotion  to  the  proposition  to  send  a  special 
messenger  to  England,  if  the  Executive  desired 
it. 

Mr.  Howard  explained  that  the  latter  prop- 
osition was  one  emanating  entirely  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  no  member  of 
which,  he  believed,  knew  whether  it  met  the 
views  of  the  Executive  or  not. 

Mr.  Brll  was  glad  it  came  from  the  source 
it  did.  He  then  went  on  further  to  sustain  his 
views  of  the  non-expediency  of  action  at  pres- 
ent. They  ought  to  do  no  more  than  declare  their 
own  opinion,  or  concurrence  in  the  views  of 
the  Executive,  and  grant  him  sufficient  supplies 
for  any  exigency  that  might  arise  till  despatohes 
were  received  from  England,  and  the  new  Con- 
gress could  be  called  together.  There  was  no 
necessity  to  go  beyond  this  point. 

Mr.  Etebbtt  remarked,  that  tiie  only  point 
of  controversy  was  this:  That  the  British 
threatened  to  take  forcible  and  exclusive  pos- 
session of  the  debatable  territory,  and  this  is 
what  is  intended  by  this  bill  to  prevent.  But 
an  agreement  had  been  entered  into  that  all  fbr- 
ther  proceedings  on  both  sides  should  be  estop- 
ped ;  and,  after  communicating  that  fact,  by  the 
President,  there  we  should  have  stopped,  for 
no  further  measures  were  required.  They 
should  not  have  permitted  any  serious  diffioolt/ 
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to  have  grown  oot  of  an  incidental  qnestion. 
There  was  no  neoeasity  for  this  bill  ;  for  in 
any  contingency,  Maine  wonid  not  be  left  de- 
Csnceless,  as  the  law  of  '95  was  in  force,  and 
authorized  as  mnch  as  the  ExecntiTe  could  pos- 
sibly do  in  sixty  days. 

At  this  stage,  it  being  8  o'clock,  the  Honse 
took  its  daily  re^^ss. 

ThanJu  to  the  Speaher. 
Mr.  EucoRB,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  moved  the 
fbUowiog  resointion : 

Muolvtd,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Eonse  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon.  Ju.  K.  Polk,  for  the  able,  im- 
partial, and  dignified  manner  in  which  he  has  pie- 
sided  over  its  delibenitions,  and  performed  the  ar- 
daons  and  important  duties  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  McE^KNNAir  inquired  of  the  chair  whether 
this  oonld  be  received  at  this  time  without  sus- 
pending the  rules  of  the  House  for  that  pur- 
poeet 

Mr.  Elmobb  suggested  that  it  had  always 
been  customary  to  offer  a  resolution  of  this 
kind  as  an  act  of  oonrtesy,  and  it  was  never 
objected  to. 

Mr.  Bill  hoped  that  no  objection  would  be 
made.  It  was  an  act  of  courtesy  on  the  part 
of  the  House,  to  which  he  presumed  there 
would  l)e  no  objections  of  a  teehnietU  eharaeter. 

Mr.  MoEbsnan  said  he  should  not  press  the 
inquiry  or  make  farther  objection. 

Mr.  Omms  renewed  the  objection.  This 
was  not  petition  day,  and  petitions  could  only 
be  presented  on  leave.  The  short  time  remain- 
ing ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  pressing  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  which  ought  not  to  be 
interrupted  by  a  resolution  of  this  description, 
which  would,  in  all  probability,  lead  to  an  ex- 
cited debate. 

Mr.  Elmorx  qnoted  flrom  the  Journal  a  prece- 
dent when  a  vote  of  thanks  had  been  passed  to 
Mr.  Stevenson.  The  question  of  order  had  then 
been  raised  as  now;  the  Ohaib  had  decided 
the  motion  to  be  in  order;  an  appeal  was 
taken,  and  the  House  sustained  the  decision 
of  the  Chaib  by  a  vote  of  95  to  40. 

Mr.  Pbentiss  s^d  he  wotild  not  object  to 
the  offering  of  the  resolution,  but  wiuied  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  it 

Mr.  EuioRB  reminded  him  that  it  was  a 
qnestion  of  order,  and  that  no  amendment 
conld  be  offered  till  it  had  been  settied,  and  the 
resointion  reoeived. 

Mr.  WisB  said  he  should  never  have  raised 
the  question  of  order  himself,  but  thought  it 
was  very  proper  that  it  should  be  rused  and 
considered ;  and  as  it  was  now  np,  he  should 
back  his  friend  from  Now  York  (Mr.  Citstis) 
in  his  objection.  This  was  a  resointion — 
nothing  more,  and  nothing  else — and  it  came 
nnder  tiie  rules  which  governed  the  presenta- 
tion of  resolutions.  If  it  was  in  order,  it  could 
be  only  because  the  rules  admitted  its  presen- 
tation, or  because  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds,  suspended  the  rule  for  •  time.    The 


rules  expressly  forbade  its  being  presented  mti 
on  a  particular  duty,  and  the  roles  had  not  bees 
suspended. 

Mr.  Otmns  said  that  to  avoid  delay  he  irooll 
withdraw  his  qnestion  of  order,  though  he  bdd 
it  to  be  a  valid  objection  nnder  the  rules. 

Mr.  EufOKB  said,  that  in  offering  this  rveih- 
tion  he  had  only  followed  out  a  practice  of  the 
House  which  had  prevailed  from  the  begis- 
ning  of  the  Qovemment.  Oonrtesy  had  alwiri 
dicbkted  to  the  members  of  the  Honse  to  secord 
to  their  Speaker  that  meed  of  thanks  vhidi 
was  dne  to  his  services.  He  had  no  dean 
to  wonnd  the  feelings  of  any  gentiemsa;  nor 
wonld  he  debate  the  propriety  of  tiie  rwv 
lution  itself;  bnt  if  others  entered  into  thri 

Snesticm,  he  d^tould  claim  an  equal  ri^  to 
o  so. 

Mr.  PsxHTisa  said  that  he  had  com 
to  the  Honse  pr^ared  to  expect  the  <£«• 
ing  of  such  a  resolution.  He  hsd  seen  iodi- 
caSuons  of  its  coming,  and  he  had  ooiae  pie- 
pared  also  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  rew- 
fution,  and  to  sustain  that  amendment,  wluA 
he  shoi^  do,  if  left  to  sostain  it  alose.  He 
moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  itrikiiig 
flrom  it  the  word  "  impartial." 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  unwilling,  at  this  hoo', 
when  they  were  about  so  ohortiy  to  leave  titt 
hall,  to  allude  to  any  thing  whidt  mieht  exdto 
unpleasant  reminiscences.  He  conaiaered  tiiis 
resointion  as  not  a  mere  matter  of  fonn.  It 
had  been  claimed  to  be  a  mere  act  of  p^tSng 
courtesy,  tisual  at  the  termination  d  ewj 
Clongress ;  if  it  were  that,  and  nothing  ma 
than  tliat— if  it  were  the  mere  touching  of  tbe 
oap  or  extending  the  hand  to  the  Speaeks  tIm 
was  retiring  from  oflSce — Mr.  P.  woold  not 
oppose  or  ^Jeot'  to  it.  He  was  for  enoom- 
agmg  the  oonrtenee  of  life,  and  they  had  seee 
quite  enougti,  during  the  present  sessioii,  to 
convince  them  of  the  necessity  of  doing  »; 
but  this  was  a  peculiar  case,  to  which  &t  nks 
of  mere  courtesy  did  not  apply.  Mr.  P.  cobm 
not  consent  to  praise  the  Spsakkr  for  hsriiig 
been  impartial  m  the  discharge  of  the  dutiei 
of  the  chair,  simply  becaase  it  was  not  trne 
that  he  had  been  impartial.  It  mig^t  be  m 
that  this  was  a  very  small  matter— a  costom- 
ary  compliment  merely ;  but,  as  eveiy  g*"*" 
man  knew,  in  politics,  a  very  small  thing  in^ 
become  a  very  great  thing;  a  mere  tiirew 
might  be  seized  upon,  and,  by  party  niaMg*- 
ment,  might  be  woven  at  last  into  a  c»Uj 
by  which  to  lead  bodies  of  men,  and  to  oontm 
the  Legislatures  of  States.  The  presaitrew- 
lution  was  one  which  presented  facilities  te 
being  so  availed  of.  Mr.  P.  had  no  objection 
to  uttering  a  courteous  farewell  to  the  8''"^ 
as  a  gentleman,  and  wishing  him  a  plewn 
Journey  home;  but  he  believed  tkittete'V 
Aanb  vat  to  he  vted  at  to  mveh  po^^ 
capital  to  do  politieal  hutiiteit  iwn,  «"  " 
/or  one,  wa*  not  diipoeed  toJvmiM  it. 

He  said  that  the  Speaker  had  not  beeo  i» 
partial:  the  House  md  not  so  consider  dob; 
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and  in  proof  of  this,  it  wonld  be  snflSoient  to 
refer  to  the  vote  of  the  Hooae,  refoMng  to 
him,  on  that  very  ground,  the  appointment  of 
the  members  of  aa  Investigating  Committee  to 
examine  into  the  defalcations  of  his  own  partx- 
And  thowh  the  debate  on  that  subject  bad 
raahed  and  raged  through  the  Hoasa  like  an 
nnohained  tiger,  Iof4>ing  in  all  directions,  yet 
this  vas  a  point,  and  the  only  point,  from 
vhich  it  had  never  departed;  here  it  had  fixed 
its  langB  with  a  determined  and  deadly  hold. 
Trust  the  Sneaker  with  that  appointment  the 
Boose  would  not.  And  now,  to  pass  a  solemn 
▼ote  that  the  Speaker  had  discharged  his  duties 
in  an  "impartial"  manner,  it  wonld  be  to 
declare  a  he.  Mr.  P.  never  would  vote  for 
BQcb  a  declaration.  He  never  would  say  what 
he  did  not  believe,  nor  record  the  assertion  that 
the  Spbakkb  had  been  impartial,  when  the 
House  had  recorded  its  own  vote  to  the  con- 
trary. Mr  P.  had  here,  in  his  pocket,  a  little 
document,  which  wonld  speak  very  intelligibly 
as  to  this  Spkaeer's  impartiality.  He  well 
knew  what  this  resolution  of  thanks  was 
worth,  under  existing  circumstances.  He 
^ould  speak  out  plaimy  and  explicitly,  as  he 
was  wont  to  do.  He  knew  that  the  incum- 
bent of  the  chair  was  playing  a  political  game, 
la  which  the  smallest  amount  of  capital  was 
Txaetal  to  him.  In  that  game  Mr.  P.  was 
opposed  to  him ;  and  he  would  not,  by  voting 
for  this  resolution,  throw  it  into  his  own  teeth. 
He  would  not  send  that  gentleman  into  the 
electioneering  field  with  this  certificate  in  his 
pocket.  He  would  not  certify  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  a  positive  lie,  which  was 
to  be  used  against  himself  and  others,  with 
whom  he  acted.  He  would  say  to  the  whole 
country,  that  in  the  formation  of  the  com- 
mittees of  the  House — and  what  act  was  of 
deeper  importance — the  Speaker  had  not 
been  impartial  Mr.  P.  would  not  be  under- 
stood as  saying  that  it  was  unusual  or  im[>roper 
that  the  Speaker  of  that  House,  in  appointmg 
its  standing  and  other  committees,  should  place 
upon  them  a  majority  of  those  who  corre- 
sponded with  him  in  political  sentiments ;  of 
this  he  did  not  complain.  But  he  believed 
there  was  not  a  legislative  body  upon  the 
globe  where,  political  parties  being  so  nearly 
balanced,  the  disparity  of  those  parties  in  the 
committees  of  that  body  was  so  enormous. 
Mr.  P.  would  deal  in  no  loose  or  general  asser- 
tions on  this  subject;  he  would  put  his 
finger  upon  the  facts ;  facts  which,  if  the  gen- 
tleman fix>m  South  Oarolina  (Mr.  Elmobe) 
was  able  to  swallow,  his  powers  of  d^latition 
must  be  very  different  from  those  of  Mr.  P. 

To  begin  with  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs.  How  stood  parties  there  ?  There  were 
nx  administration  men  to  three  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. Was  this— :Mr.  P.  put  it  to  gentle- 
meii — ^was  this  a  fair  representation  of  the 
balance  of  parties  in  the  House  itself? 
Then  there  was  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  everyone  admitted  its  importance^  as 
You  Xm.— 19 


standing  at  the  head  of  the  finances ;  and  how 
was  it  constituted !  Here  again  it  was  six  to 
three.  But  what  was  the  constitution  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections?  Everybody- knew 
that  a  place  on  that  committee  had  been  no 
sinecure,  this  Congress;  bo  far  from  it,  the 
acts  and  reports  of  that  committee  had  shaken 
the  pillars  of  this  Government,  as  the  blind 
Samson  shook  the  pillars  of  Dagon's  temple; 
if  they  had  not  been  absolutely  tbrown  down, 
they  had  at  least  been  shaken  to  their  founda- 
tion. It  was  a  committee  in  which,  d  all 
others,  the  strictest  impartiality  was  demanded ; 
for  there  it  was  that  the  demon  of  parMr  was 
most  likely  to  rear  its  hydra  head.  And  how 
did  this  committee— 4  committee  of  judges — 
how  did  it  stand?  Seven  to  two.  Yes,  seven 
to  two;  that  was  this  Speakkb's  "impar- 
tiality." Well,  how  stood  the  case  with  the 
Judiciary  Committee?  Here,  again,  it  was 
seven  to  two,  if  the  distinguished  gentie- 
man  from  Virginia  was  to  be  ranked  with  the 
Administration ;  but  as  a  change  had  taken 
place  unce  the  constitution  of  the  committee, 
It  stood,  on  the  most  favorable  statement  nz 
to  three.  Here,  then,  under  the  action  of  this 
most  impartial  Spbakeb,  the  four  most  important 
committees  of  the  House  were  so  constituted 
as  to  give  the  Administration  party,  as  its 
very  smallest  majority,  too  to  one;  and  the 
most  important  of  them  all,  in  a  political 
point  of  view,  had  seven  on  the  one  side,  and 
but  two  on  the  other  1  " 

Mr.  P.  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as 
derogating,  in  the  slightest  degree,  from  the 
character,  or  reflecting  on  the  conduct,  ol  the 
members  of  these  committees — ^far  from  it. 
They  acted,  no  doubt,  according  to  their  own 
views  of  public  duty.  He  spoke  only  of  the 
balance  of  political  power  in  those  committees 
collectively.  But  how  stood  matters  in  those 
committees  which  exerted  no  party  or  political 
influence  ?  Oh  1  there  he  found  quite  a  differ- 
ent state  of  things.  The  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures contained  eight  Whigs  to  one  Adminis- 
tration man.  Kow,  if  their  duty  had  been  to 
manufacture  politics,  did  any  man  believe  that 
such  a  proportion  would  have  been  observed? 
Oh,  no,  the  balance  wonld  have  been  far  differ- 
ent! Then  there  came  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals — a  committee  which,  how- 
ever useful  or  important,  exerted  no  political 
influence;  and  it  oontuned  seven  Whin. 
Here  the  proportion  was  seven  to  two.  So 
in  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished 
Business,  seven  to  two.  In  the  litde  Com- 
mittees on  Expenditures  in  the  various  Depart- 
ments, it  viaa  still  larger ;  some  of  these  were 
all  Whigs.  Now,  did  not  this  show  design  ? 
Was  there  not  a  reason  for  so  great  a  con- 
trast? It  showed  a  deliberately  adopted 
principle  of  action,  followed  out  through  the 
whole  selection:  and  this  by  a  Spbaksb  on 
whose  own  election  to  the  chair,  the  House  had 
been  so  equally  divided,  that  his  election  had 
been  carried  by  thirteen  votes  only  out  of  two 
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hmidred  and  fortj-eeven  I  After  this,  could 
Mr.  P.  Totd  to  declare  that  this  officer  had 
been  "  impartial "  in  exercising  his  great  and 
most  responsible  power?  This  wns  in  the 
appointment  of  committees;  and  then,  as  to 
others  cases,  There  the  HoQse  had  been 
equally  divided,  and  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Ohaib  decided  the  question  one  way  or  the 
other,  would  any  gentleman  point  him  to  a 
sin^e  instance,  whether  of  greater  or  minor 
importance — whether  the  decision  swept  away 
the  whole  political  rights  of  a  State,  or  recog- 
nized the  official  claims  of  the  Globe  news- 
paper, or  settled  tlie  smallest  question,  where 
the  vote  had  not  invariably  been  given  in  one 
direction  ? 

Mr.  P.  did  not  deny  the  capacity  of  the 
Speakxb,  his  despatch  of  bnidness,  or  his  full 
and  thorough  knowledge  of  parliamentary  law 
— ^he  conceded  all  this — but  it  was  the  facts  he 
had  just  quoted  on  which  Mr.  P.  took  his 
stan^  and  denied,  utterly,  the  "  impartiality  " 
of  the  OaiLva.  And  he  never  would,  out  of 
mere  courtesy,  endorse  a  tool  of  the  Executive, 
or  a  tool  of  the  party. 

A  more  perfecUy  party  Speaker,  one  who 
would  be  more  disposed  to  bend  the  rules  of 
the  House  to  meet  the  purposes  of  his  own 
aide  in  politics,  never  had  pressed  the  soft  and 
ample  cushions  of  that  gorgeous  chair.  To 
gay  that  he  had  been  impartial  in  the  duties 
of  his  high  office,  would  be  but  flattery,  it 
would  be  certifying  to  what  was  not  true ;  and 
Mr.  P.  had  too  onen  seen  the  effects  of  certi- 
ficates, not  to  be  cautions  how  he  gave  them. 
He  was  willing  to  make  the  Spbakxb  a 
oonrteons  parting  bow ;  but  he  would  not  con- 
sent to  let  him  sit  there,  and  do  all  his  party 
work,  and  then  march  out  with  the  honors  of 
war.  The  duties  of  the  chair  were  too  impor- 
tant for  this.  The  presiding  officer  of  that 
House  cut  out,  in  effect,  all  the  business  of  the 
House.  It  was  he  who  placed  before  it  all  the 
material  for  its  action ;  -  and  decided  who 
should  work  it  up.  Through  the  standing 
committees  of  that  House,  his  p>ower  extended 
to  the  utmost  bounds  of  the  nation.  It  was  in 
some  respects  beyond  that  of  the  President 
himself.  Such  an  officer  ought  not  to  be  the 
high  priest  of  party — that  Moloch  before 
whose  altars  were  doily  immolated  the  dearest 
rights  of  this  Republic.  l^epreteiU  Spbakib 
wot,  a$  the  Sbvte  weU  knew,  a  candidate  at 
thii  time  for  the  Chi^  Magietraey  of  his  own 
State;  and  in  the  eamau  there,  am  through- 
out ail  the  Weit,  this  vote  would  be  r^errea  to 
a$  an  undeniable  proof  that  he  had  exercised 
(A«  utmott  impartiality  vhile  in  that  chair: 
and  yet  the  House  itself  had  utterly  reused  to 
tnitt  him.  When  that  damning  fact  should  he 
hrought  by  his  opponents,  what  more  would  he 
hace  to  do,  should  this  resolve  pass,  than  to  tear 
from  (&«  records  of  the  Souse  the  Uaf  which 
eoHtoined  it,  and  holding  itupto  the  sun,  pro- 
nounee  edl  these  representations  to  he  UT^ound- 
ed  ealummest    All  those  gentlemen  who  did 


conscientiously  believe  the  Spkaesb  had  bea 
impartial,  would  of  course  vote  for  the  re9(te- 
tion ;  but  Mr.  P.  called  upon  all  who  did  to^ 
and  could  not  in  their  hearts  believe  so,  bat  vbo 
did  believe  that,  with  strong  hand,  he  lid 
wielded  his  power  for  the  purposes  oif  s  partr, 
to  vote  against  it.  Let  those  who  knew  the 
resolution  to  be  untrue,  say  so  by  their  acts. 
For  one,  if  Mr.  P.  bad  ever  seen  the  {xM 
needle  turn  and  point  with  still  preniliig 
attraction  toward  the  pole,  he  had  eeen  tint 
Speaker  turn  with  eqnal  constancy  tovnnl! 
the  interests  of  his  paoty.  Gentlemen  might 
raise  the  notes  of  their  te  Deum  laudcamiM 
high  as  they  pleased ;  but  he  called  npon  iB 
those  whose  free  sentiments  had  been  cmsbedoi 
that  floor  by  the  weight  of  his  official  tnnidi- 
eon,  to  let  the  world  see  that  they  would  notgire 
the  lie  to  those  sentiments  of  indignation  vhidi 
had  often  been  forced  from  their  lips  under  tlie 
smart  of  oppression.  Let  them  not  giu  tik 
unguarded,  sweeping  certificate  of  f/oei  he- 
Juwior,  to  aid  the  election  of  the  Ooterm  ^ 
Tennessee.  Thus  to  vote  a  public  lie,  was  to  set 
a  bad  and  pernicious  example,  particnlarljim 
ft«e  Bepublic. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  moving  as  his  ameod- 
ment  to  the  resolution,  to  strike  out  the  rod 
"  impartially." 

Mr.  Gray  said  he  did  not  rise  for  tie  pur- 
pose of  discussing  the  resolution,  hot  for  [be 
purpose,  if  the  House  should  agree  with  bin, 
of  having  immediate  action  npon  it,  that  d» 
House  might  proceed  as  speedily  as  possible  to 
other  business.  He  said  it  was  his  inteotia 
to  move  the  previous  question;  bntbefoitbe 
made  that  motion  he  would  maike  a  brief  rqd; 
to  the  gentleman  fVom  Mississippi,  (Ur.  Pip- 
TiBs,)  wno  had  not  objected  to  the  resohtkn 
on  the  ground  that  the  Sfbakeb  had  not  vilh 
ability  and  impartiality  presided  over  the 
deliberations  of  the  House;  bnt,  on  the 
contrary,  the  gentleman  conceded  tiiat  die 
Speakkb  had,  with  ability  and  impartiali^ 
decided  all  questions  which  by  the  roles «» 

Earliamentary  law  of  the  House  it  had  bea 
is  duty  to  decide.  The  whole  gronnd  « 
objection  was,  that  the  Speaker  had  SPP"'"*^ 
a  majority  of  his  political  friends  on  the  lett- 
ing and  most  important  committees  bf  the 
House ;  and  hence  the  Spsakbb  had  not  be« 
impartiaL  The  geutieman  said,  strike  onttM 
word  "impartial,"  and  he  would  vote  for  the 
resolution. 

Was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  «p- 
point  committees  as  the  House  would  hm 
donet  Can  any  one  doubt  that  the  Hob* 
would,  by  ballot,  have  elected  oommitteB 
precisely,  or,  at  least,  substantially,  «  •* 
Speaker  had  appointed  them?  9*'°'*^vj 
instance  be  given  in  which  a  committee  b*" 
been  elected,  that  the  mt^jority  of  the  HoB! 
had  not  pilaced  a  distinct  m«\jority  of  ttiffl 
political  friends  npon  the  committee  f  1"™ 
IS  a  case  too  recent  to  be  forgotten  by  tw 
House— lie  Swartwout  committee.   AnHF 
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ity  of  the  Houae  are  opposed  to  the  Independ 
ent  Treasury,  and  supposed,  perhaps,  that  if 
they  could  hare  a  committee  of  opponents  of 
that  measure,  that  arguments  might  he  found 
against  the  measure ;  and  what  was  the  result? 
Tie  Oommittee  were  six  and  three — two  to 
one  against  the  Administration.  ' 

The  resolution  offered  is  not  novel ;  it  has 
been  customary  here,  and  it  is  customary 
in  State  Legislatures.  One  was  passed  com- 
plimentary to  Mr.  Stevenson  at  the  expira^ 
ti(»  of  his  term  of  service.  He  pursued  the 
same  coarse  as  the  present  Spexekb  in  the 
^pointmeot  of  committees,  and  more  recently, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bbu,)  a  resolution,  in 
nearly,  if  not  the  precise  language  with  the  one 
under  consideration,  was  passed.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr  Bbll,)  who  was 
then  in  favor  of  the  Administration,  followed 
the  example  of  Mr.  Stevenson  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  committees. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  before  him  the  journals, 
and  would  read  the  appointment  of  committees 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Bell,)  if  any  one  desired  it.  The  present 
'  Spkaksb  has  done  the  same,  nothing  more; 
and  less  he  could  not  do,  unless  he  entirely  dis- 
regarded the  will  of  the  mtyority. 

Mr.  6.  said  that  his  colleague  (Mr.  Oumns) 
had  rused  a  question  of  order  upon  the  intro- 
duction of  the  resolution,  and  as  he  supposed 
his  object  was  to  defeat  the  resolution  by  pre- 
venting its  consideration,  Mr.  Q.  said  he 
would  refer  to  an  example  in  the  New  York 
Legislature,  which  his  colleague  would  recol- 
lect. In  1838,  the  present  Lieutenant  €h)vem- 
or  of  that  State  was  Speaker  of  the  Assembly. 
Ihiring  the  session  party  spirit  ran  high ;  fre- 
quent collisions  took  place  lietween  the  minor- 
ity of  the  House  and  the  Speaker;  many 
i^peals  were  taken  from  the  Speaker's  decis- 
ion, and  much  asperity  was  exhibited  in  debate ; 
and  yet,  at  the  close  of  the  session,  the  minor- 
ity joined  in  an  expression  of  thanks  to  the 
Speaker.  A  distinguished  individual  of  that 
minority,  formerly  a  member  of  this  House, 
(Mr.  Maiw,)  as  is  usual  on  such  occasions,  rose 
above  the  party  excitement  that  had  pervailed, 
and  made  a  speech  highly  complimentary  of 
the  Speaker;  it  was  due  to  the  Speaker  and 
the  honor  of  the  State  that  the  minority 
should  thus  act,  and  should  the  same  just 
spirit  prevail  here,  what  is  due  to  the  dignity 
of  the  House,  to  the  Speaker,  and  to  the  honor 
of  the  nation  would  be  done. 

But  another  and  more  significant  objection  is 
raised :  it  is,  that  the  adoption  of  this  resolu- 
tion may  make  him  political  capital,  that  it 
may  be  used  in  the  Tennessee  election  "  upon 
every  stump  in  the  State ;  "  hence  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  would  withhold,  from  him 
the  justice  which,  by  parliamentary  custom,  is 
due  to  him,  lest,  by  doing  iostice  to  him  now, 
he  may  have  justice  done  him  hereafter  in  his 
own  State.    Mr.  G.  said  it  was  not  a  matter 


that  ought  to  be  discussed;  the  facts  in  the 
case  were  upon  record,  and  known  to  the 
House;  the  propriety  of  the  resolution  was 
self-evident ;  ana  if  gentlemen  wished  to  make 
a  party  question  of  it,  and  show  the  country 
that  they  carried  party  feelings  to  an  unpre- 
cedented and  unwarrantable  extent,  the  sooner 
they  declare  it  the  better. 

Mr.  G.  then  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  having  been  moved 
upon  the  resolution,  it  was  seconded;  and 
upon  the  motion,  shall  the  main  question  be 
put,  which  was  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
— ^yeas  92,  nays  76. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  which  was  taken  on  yeas 
and  nays,  and  passed  by  the  following  vote : 


Ykas. — ^Messrs.  Anderaon,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdaall,  Bouldin, 
Brisgs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breteig,  John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee,  El- 
more, Farrington,  ¥ry,  Gallup,  James  Oariand,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harriaon, 
Hawkins,  Howard,  Wm.  H.  Hunter,  Ingiuun,  Thomas 
B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John 
W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Leadbetter, 
Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  H.  Hason,  Martin, 
McKay,  Robert  McGlellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clure,  MlUer,  Moqtgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Murray,  NoUe,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Parrls, 
Paynter,  Fetrilun,  Hckens,  Plumer,  Pratt,  John  H. 
Prentiss,  Putnam,  Beily,  Biveg,  Sheffer,  Spencer, 
Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Tumey,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster,  Whittleeey,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Woraiington,  and  Tell— 94. 

If^TS. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  Ayo^g, 
Bell,  Bond,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Colhoon,  \^ 
B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs, 
Clark,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Dar- 
lington, Dunn,  Evans,  Ewing,  Rice  Gailand,  Goode, 
Wm.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Halsted,  Herod, 
Wm.  0.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Bomson  Mason,  McKen- 
nan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle, 
Peck,  Pope,  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Au- 
gustine H.  Shepperd,  Sibley,  Stanly,  Stratton,  John 
White,  Leiris  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
Wise,  and  Word— 67. 


nr  BENATB. 

SimsAT,  March  8. 

Hitoffreenunt  "between  the  Hmues  and  SUmggU 

over  the  Booh  IHetribution  Appropriation. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  stating  that  they  had  non-con- 
curred in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
year  1889:  the  amendmenta  were,  first,  to 
strike  out  the  provision  that  the  printing  of 
the  Executive  Departments  should  be  done  by 
contract ;  and  the  second  was,  striking  out  the 
provision  for  distributing  copies  of  the  Docu- 
mentary History  of  tii«  United  States  to  th« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


778 


ABBIDGMENT  OF  THB 


Mabch,  1889.]    Ditatreemett  bttwm  ti*  two  Scute*  on  Ut  Book  DitrOaAm  AfpnpneHm.     [2l»iH  Ccnn. 


members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  Wkioht  inored  that  the  Senate  insist, 
and  that  a  conference  with  the  House  be  asked ; 
whidi  n^as  agreed  to. 

Nomerons  bQls  from  the  Honse  vere  acted 
on ;  aiter  wUch  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until 
6  o'clock. 

EyxNiNa  Sbssiost. 

Mr.  WwoHT,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence, appointed  to  consider  the  disagreement 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  general  appropriation  bill,  report- 
ed tbat  the  managers  appointed  to  conduct  the 
conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
managers  on  the  part  of  the  House,  had  agreed 
to  recommend  to  their  respective  Houses  to 
adopt  the  following  course :  that  the  Senate 
dioold  recede  from  so  much  of  its  amendment 
as  provides  for  the  manner  of  ezecnting  the 
printing  for  the  Executive  Departments,  with 
an  amendment  providing  that  the  printing  shall 
be  executed  in  the  city  of  Washmgton ;  and 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  so  much  of  their 
amendment  as  relates  to  the  distribution  of  the 
Olarke  and  Force  papers  to  members  of  the 
Senate,  leaving  it  in  the  power  of  the  House  to 
make  the  distribution  to  its  own  members, 
while  an  J  such  distribution  to  members  of  the 
Senate  Is  prohibited. 

Mr.  Bbnton  said  he  never  wonld  agree  to 
this  report,  and  he  demanded  the  ayes  and  noes 
on  concurring  in  it.  This  system  of  distributiog 
books  had  grown  up  to  an  enormous  abuse,  in- 
deed the  most  enormous  abuse  in  our  Qovem- 
ment.  He  would  oppose  it  to  the  last ;  and^ 
the  appropriation  bill  was  lost  in  consequence, 
and  the  Government  stopped,  why  let  the  re- 
sponsibility rest  on  those  who  would  incur  the 
nsk  for  the  sake  of  securing  to  themselves  three 
or  fonr  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  books. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  asked  that  the  (questions  on  con- 
curring with  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  be  taken  separately,  which 
was  accordingly  ordered. 
'  Mr.  TixLMADOs  inquired  whether  the  bill 
would  be  lost,  in  case  neither  of  the  two  Houses 
would  agree  to  recede  from  the  ground  taken 
by  them. 

The  Pbbsidbnt  answered,  that  that  question 
was  not  before  the  Senate ;  but  it  was  obvious 
that  if  one  Honse  should  insist  on  its  amend- 
ments, and  the  other  should  insist  on  its  disa- 
greement, and  no  compromise  be  effected,  the 
bill  would  be  lost. 

Mr.  Tallmadob  observed  that  if  the  House 
of  Representatives  saw  fit  to  vote  for  a  distri- 
bution of  books  to  its  members,  he  would  be 
willing  to  let  them  take  the  responsibility,  and 
settle  the  matter  with  their  constituents.  He 
would,  therefore,  vote  for  concurring  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence. 

Mr.  KoBvxu,  s^d  that  if  any  principle  was 
inyolved,  it  applied  as  well  to  the  distribution 


to  the  members  of  the  House  as  of  the  Senate. 
He  should,  therefore,  vote  against  concorring 
in  the  report 

Mr.  Walkeb  WAS  for  concurring  with  the  cotn- 
mittee.  If  that  was  not  done,  the  result  would 
be  that  the  whole  bill  making  {^propriatiooa 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the 
Government,  would  be  lost.  The  Government, 
throughout  all  its  departments,  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, and  judicial,  would  be  brought  to  a 
close ;  and  that,  too,  at  a  period  of  ail  others 
the  most  imfortunate.'  Other  Senators  might 
think  it  would  be  less  dangerous  to  lose  this 
bill  than  to  suffer  members  of  the  House  to 
vote  themselves  a  few  books.  He  hoped  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  would  reconsider  his 
determination,  and  let  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  the  consequences  of  the 
Senate  adhering  to  the  resolution  it  had  taken 
on  the  subject  of  the  distribution  of  these 
books,  might  be  the  loss  of  the  bill  now  pend- 
ing ;  and  as  that  bill  contained  the  appropria- 
tions necessary  for  keeping  the  Government  in 
action,  gentlemen  were  a  great  deal  alarmed  at 
the  danger  of  the  Government's  bein^  stopped. 
Then  on  whom  would  the  responsibility  rest? 
It  will  rest  on  those  who  have  a  personal  inter- 
est in  these  books ;  and  those  members,  there- 
fore, who  are  to  receive  these  books,  ought  not 
to  be  permitted  to  vote  on  this  question,  in 
which  they  are  personally  interested. 

The  Pbesident  here  stated  that  the  discus- 
sion was  not  in  order ;  that,  by  the  joint  rules, 
when  a  committee  of  conference  was  asked  for 
by  one  House,  and  assented  to  by  the  other, 
the  report  of  the  conferees,  together  with  all 
the  papers,  should  first  be  presented  to  the 
House  that  assented  to  the  conference.  Under 
this  rule,  therefore,  the  report  and  papers  were 
sent  by  the  Secretary  to  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  stating  that  the  Honse  had 
concurred  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Conference  on  the  amendments  to  the  General 
Appropriation  bill,  and  resolved  that  the  bin 
do  pass  accordingly. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concorring 
in  that  part  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  of  Conference  as  relates  to  the  print- 
ingof  the  Executive  Departments,  and  carried. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  concurring 
in  that  part  of  the  report  which  relates  to  the 
distribution  of  the  Clarke  and  Force  docu- 
ments— 

Mr.  Bkkton  warmly  opposed  concurring  in 
the  agreement.  He  objected  to  it  because  it 
made  a  distinction  between  the  two  Hoosee— 
allowing  a  distribution  of  books  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  while  it  reftised  a  distribu- 
tion of  books  to  the  Senate.  He  objected  to 
it  because  a  distribution  of  books  to  either 
House  was  wrong  in  principle.  Some  gentle- 
men seemed  to  fear  that  if  the  Senate  insisted 
on  its  amendment^  the  appropriation  biH  wonld 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONORESR 


778 


8i>  Sm] 


Boot  DutribuHoit. 


[Mabch,18W. 


be  lost,  and  the  urbeela  of  Gtoyemment  atc^ped ; 
but  ooold  they  snppose  there  was  any  member 
of  either  Honse  who  would  be  willing  to  break 
op  this  Government  for  the  sake  of  retaining 
bit  aluve  of  these  books,  which  was  not  worth 
more  than  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  at 
the  price  they  cost  the  Oovemment,  and  which, 
if  sold  to  Mr.  Templeman,  or  any  other  book- 
seller, would  not  bring  half  or  qoarter  of  that 
smn.  Kow,  he  was  determineo,  as  far  as  it 
depended  on  him,  to  put  it  to  the  test,  whether 
any  membw  <^  Congress  would  be  willing  to 
pat  an  end  to  this  GovemmMit  for  the  sake  of 
retaining  his  three  bondred  and  thirty  dollars' 
worth  of  these  books. 

Mr.  B.  here  enlarged  on  the  growing  evils  of 
this  system  of  distribnting  books  to  members 
of  Congress ;  and,  in  illnstratioD,  allnded  to  the 
manner  in  which  another  proposition  to  dis- 
tribate  books  had  been  ran  throogh  the  Senate 
last  night  A  resolation  was  offered  by  a  Sen- 
ator from  Massachnsetts,  (Mr.  Wkbstib,)  to  dis- 
tribnte  among  the  members  two  Tolnmes  relat- 
ing to  the  land  laws.  He  had  given  foil  notice 
of  his  opposition  to  this  resolntaon,  and  his  in- 
tention to  oppose  it  when  it  came  np  for  con- 
rideration.  Yet,  in  the  conrse  of  a  fatigning 
aearion  of  eighteen  honrs,  he  had  been  absent 
from  his  seat  bnt  a  few  moments,  and  in  those 
few  moments  this  distribntion  was  galloped 
throoKh.  It  was  presented  to  the  Sent^  while 
be  (Ifr.  B.)  was  in  his  seat ;  objected  to  by 
bim ;  then  withdrawn ;  taken  np  in  his  ab^ 
aence^  and  hastily  mn  tbrongh.  This  book- 
making  concern  was  one  of  uie  most  crying 
abases  in  oar  system.  There  was  no  end  to  it 
— it  ran  round  in  a  continned  circle.  In  (Jie 
first  place,  a  sofflcient  number  of  books  are  or- 
dered to  supply  the  members  of  a  Congress.  At 
the  ensuing  smsImi,  the  new  members  are  to 
be  supplied ;  and  this  is  easily  done,  and  in  the 
followmg  manner :  some  of  the  members  who 
had  already  received  copies,  may  sell  them  to 
Hr.  Templeman,  and  he  sells  them  at  a  small 
advance  to  the  publishers,  and  they  are  famish- 
ed to  the  new  members  at  Government  price 
as  new  books,  who,  in  their  torn,  sell  them  to 
Mr.  Templeman,  and  the  process  goes  on  ad 
infinitum,  so  that  the  original  fifteen  hundred 
oopiee  may  supply  fifteen  thousand  members, 
the  Government,  at  every  revelation  of  the 
cirde,  paying  the  ftill  price.  He  hoped  the 
Senate  woold  inrist  on  its  amendment,  and  let 
the  people  of  the  country  see  what  members 
of  Congress  were  willing  to  break  up  the 
Government  to  hold  on  to  the  books  they  had 
voted  to  themselves.  • 

Mr.  Cl^t,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  never 
voted  for  a  purchase  or  distribntion  of  books  in 
his  life.  He  was  opposed  to  the  whole  matter, 
and  thoaght  it  a  most  serious  abase.  He  would 
not,  however,  incor  the  hazard  of  such  a  serious 
embarrassment  as  would  result  to  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  loss  of  the  appropriation  bill. 
He  would,  therefore,  vote  for  agraeing  to  the 
report  of  the  Oomsuttee  of  Conference,  and  let 


the  members  of  the  Honse  take  the  req>onal- 
bility  of  voting  books  for  themselves. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing 
with  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Oonfer- 
enoe,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tus. — Messrs.  Bnchanan,  CeiShoxm,  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, Cuthbert,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  KiDg,  Unn, 
Herrick,  Nidiolas,  Norrell,  nerce,  Boane,  nevier, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmwlge,  Walk- 
er, Webster,  WUUams  of  IUim,  Williams  of  10a- 
starippi,  and  Yoong — S4. 

Nats.— lleasn.  Allen,  Benton,  Davis,  NUe^  Bob- 
inson.  Smith  of  Connecticut,  and  White — 7. 

The  Hon.  Wnxujf  B.  'Kxsa-  having  tempo- 
rarily retired  ftom  the  chair — 

Mr.  T^LLMASOK  sabmitted  the  foUowing  res- 
olution : 

Rttolvtd,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon.  Wiuiam  R.  Kma,  for  hia  able, 
impaMal,  and  d%nlfled  conduct  ta  presiding  officer 
of  this  body. 

Mr.  Davis  heartily  concurred  in  the  resoln- 
tion,  and  hoped  that  it  would  meet  with  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SouTRABo  hoped  the  word  "  utumimtnu  ** 
would  be  inserted  in  the  resolution. 

Several  members  were  heard  at  the  same 
time  expressing  the  same  wish. 

Mr.  Talucadob  modified  his  resolution  by 
inserting  the  word  nnanimoas,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  then  ananimously  adopted. 

Notice  of  Adjournment, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbioht, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTes  that,  having  completed  the  legisla- 
tive business  before  them,  the  Senate  was  ready  to 
acijoam. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  by  Mr.  Gablakd,  their  Clerk, 
stating  that  they  had  passed  a  Joint  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United' States,  and 
inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
had  completed  the  bunness  before  them,  and 
were  ready  to  adjourn,  if  he  had  no  further 
communications  to  make. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hubbabd,  the  resolution 
was  concurred  in,  and  Mr.  Hubbabd  and  Mr. 
Fulton  were  appointed  on  tlie  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

JBooh  DittrSnition. 

A  message  was  received  fW)m  the  House  of 
Representatives,  stating  that  they  had  passed 
the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  distri- 
bution, in  part,  of  the  Madison  papers. 

Mr.  Benton  asked,  what  resolution  t  He 
had  been  in  his  seat,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  minutes,  the  whole  day  and  toe  whole 
night,  and  he  had  not  the  least  recollection  of 
any  resolution  of  the  kind  having  passed,  and 
this  was  the  first  intimation  he  hod  that  any 
saoh  resolution  was  before  the  Senate. 
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Mr.  Allsn  also  sdd  that  he  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  any  snch  resolntion  having  paaeed,  and 
he  believed  he  was  in  the  chamber  at  the  time 
of  itapaauge. 

Mr.  Wif  ,1.1*118,  of  insslssippij  stated  that  he 
was  in  the  ehtir  when  the  consideration  of  the 
rescdation  was  called  for  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Tallmasob.)  The  resolution 
was  taken  np,  considered,  and  adopted,  with 
all  the  forms  that  are  nsoal  on  the  passage  of  a 
lesdation.  He  wished  to  know  if  the  ^nator 
from  Missonri  intended  to  impnte  any  incorreot- 
neea  of  conduct  to  the  Ohaib  in  the  proceedings 
,  on  the  reeolation. 

Mr.  Bunoir.  Not  at  all:  not  at  alL  He 
was  out  of  his  seat  at  the  time,  and  knew  noth- 
ing of  what  was  done,  or  how  it  was  done ;  he 
^y  knew  it  was  quickly  done.  He  was  out 
of  his  seat  but  a  few  minutes ;  was  invited  out 
of  it  into  a  near  room ;  was,  in  fact,  invited  out 
several  times  before  he  went;  and  was  out 
but  a  few  minutes.  He  knew  nothing  of  what 
was  done  until  since  he  came  back.  He  cer- 
tidnlv  imputed  no  blame  to  the  Senator  from 
Mis8Msim>i :  neither  thouriit  it  nor  imputed  it. 

Mr.  Wbioht  said  he  had  looked  at  the  reso- 
lntion, and  found  that  it  contained  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  Secretary,  that  it  had  passed.  With- 
oat  making  any  complaint  as  to  the  irregulari- 
ty witii  which  that  resolntion  passed,  he  would 
only  say  that  if  their  Secretaiy,  or  the  Secre- 
tary of  any  other  body  distributed  books  under 
a  resolution  thus  passed,  he  would,  so  far  as  he 
(Mr.  W.)  was  concerned,  do  it  upon  his  respon- 
sibility. 

Mr.  Taixkaooe  said,  that  as  to  the  responsi- 
bility attending  this  resolution,  be  avowed  bim- 
•df  wUling  to  meet  it  there  or  before  the 
country.  He  had  called  np  the  resolntion,  and 
it  had  been  acted  on  at  his  instance.  He  ac- 
knowledged that  advantage  bad  been  taken  of 
time  and  circumstances,  but  the  same  advan- 
tage had  been  token  of  him  and  others  in 
various  instances.  He  did  not  pretend  to  be 
mnch  of  a'Jackson  man,  but  he  was  perfectiy 
willing,  as  regarded  his  participation  in  thu 
matter,  to  meet  the  responsibility. 

Mr.  UusBABD,  from  the  Joint  committee  ap- 

Sointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
tates,  and  inform  him  that  the' two  Houses  of 
Congress,  having  finished  the  business  before 
them,  were  ready  to  adjonm,  provided  he  had 
so  ftarther  communications  to  make,  reported 
that  they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned 
them,  and  had  received  for  answer  that  the 
President  had  no  further  communications  to 
make  to  Congress,  and  requested  them  to  wish 
to  each  member  of  the  S^iate  a  safe  return  to 
bis  fam^  and  his  home. 
Mr.  Wbioht  moved  that  the  Senate  now 


•4ionr 


r.  Taluiadob  hoped  that  the  Senate  would 
not  acyoum  imtil  they  had  oonsmninated  the 
business  before  them ;  and  they  would  disre- 
gard this  Message,  which  had  been  sprang  upon 


them — and  sprung  upon  them  in  an  irregnls 
manner,  during  uie  discussion  of  a  pendiot 

auestion — and  complete  the  business  be&n 
lem. 

The  question  on  a^oomment  was  taken  and 
decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Bkhtok  Bwd  this  resolution  conld  not 
pass.  It  was  in  the  power  of  any  one  member  to 
stop  it,  and  he  should  use  every  efibrt  to  do  ea 
It  was  then  after  midnight — it  was  two  o'doek 
— there  is  not  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  praent 
Messages  of  adjournment  have  passed  betrea 
the  two  Houses  and  with  the  Fresideot,  and 
no  act,  save  the  acyournment,  can  be  done  ex- 
cept by  unanimous  consent,  which  hides  and 
covers  up  irregularities.  The  resolntion  had 
better  be  dropi^ ;  it  cannot  be  passed ;  it  viU 
not  be  passed.  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  nov  after 
two  o'clock — half-past  two  o'clock,  and  he 
moved  that  the  Senate  do  now  a^onm,  and 
that  the  hour  be  entered  on  the  jonmaL  It 
was  now  half-j>ast  two  o'clock  on  the  4th  daj 
of  March,  ana  the  constitutional  enstence  tf 
the  Senate  was  at  an  end.  This  was  the  iaet, 
and  he  wanted  it  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Tatj.wadok  inquired  if  the  motion  to  en- 
ter the  hour  on  the  Journal  was  in  order. 

The  PsBsiDiirr  said  that  by  the  mles,  an; 
member  who  moved  an  a4Joumment  had  the 
right  to  have  the  hour  at  which  such  motiia 
was  made  entered  on  the  Journal. 

The  entry  was  accordingly  made  on  the  jom^ 
nal. 

The  PsisiDEin  said  that  before  taking  tiie 
question  on  adjournment,  he  would  ask  the  it 
dulgence  of  the  Senate  tu  make  a  few  rematb. 
He  regretted  exceedingly  that  he  had  left  hit 
situation  in  the  chair  for  a  moment,  as  it  had 
led  most  probably  to  unpleasant  feelings.  Ha 
bad  hoped  that  at  this  hour,  when  they  ven 
about  to  separate,  nothing  would  have  occoired 
to  mar  the  harmony  of  the  body,  or  intOTft 
the  feelings  of  personal  kindness  so  ^propHate 
to  the  occasion.  He  had  endeavored,  »hil« 
presiding  over  their  deliberations,  to  vhi^  he 
had  been  called  by  the  kindness  of  the  Senat^ 
to  discharge  his  duties  to  the  extent  of  w 
ability— faithfully  he  beliovod,  honestly  *• 
knew  he  had ;  and  he  regretted,  deeply  regret- 
ted, that  any  thing  should  have  oocuired  duMg 
his  temporary  absence  from  the  chair,  to  m- 
duoe  unpleasant  feelings,  and  prevent  a  hanno- 
nious  adjournment. 

Mr.  Bkntoh  said  that  every  word  spokeo 
by  the  Pbbsidkbt,  (Mr.  Kino,)  went  into  M 
heart,  and  found  a  resting-place  there.  liB 
him,  he  wished  a  harmonious  a4Jonrnmeati 
like  him,  he  wished  all  to  separate  witli  feeling" 
of  personal  kindness ;  and  for  that  very  put- 
pose,  he  had  moved  the  adjournment  It  *" 
the  quiet  and  easy  way  to  get  rid  of  an  n^ 
pleasant  subject;  to  avoid  a  struggle  whia 
will  lead  to  no  results ;  for  the  resolntion  «i»a 
not  become  a  law.  He  wished  to  drc^  i'  •* " 
was;  and  then  there  would  be  nothing  too''' 
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the  kind  feelings  which  preyailed,  and  vhich 
all  would  wish,  with  the  Pbbsidknt,  to  see  pre- 
served. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  a^onm- 
ment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TsAS.— Hams.  Allen,  Benton,  Baduman,  Hub- 
bard, King,  ind  WUliams  of  Missiisippi— 6. 

Nats.— Ifenn.  Foster,  Foltoo,  Lyon,  Uerrick, 
KicboUs,  Norvell,  Boane,  Southard,  TaUmadge,  Walk- 
«r.  Wall,  and  White— 12. 

Mr.  BESTOir  said  it  was  now  entered  on  the 
Journal  that  it  was  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  no  qnorum,  only  eighteen  mem- 
bers present,  and  he  now  made  a  motion,  which 
was  addressed  to  the  Pbssidsnt  himself.  In 
doing  so,  be  wonld  cite  the  example  of  Hr. 
Hacon,  whom  they  all  knew,  and  than  whom 
no  man  was  more  scrupnlons.  Mr.  Macon  held 
that  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  3d  of 
Hardi  of  the  short  session,  his  powers  as  a 
Senator  ceased,  and  if  the  Senate  was  not 
-willing  to  adjonm  at  that  time,  he  went  away. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  I  helieve 
that  at  this  hour,  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  4:th  of  Marcli,  you  have  no  au- 
tiiority  here,  and  I  have  no  right  to  address 
yon.  I  therefore  mean  to  make  the  qnestion 
with    yon,  whether,  at  this  hour,  you   have 

Eower  to  act.  The  Ohaib  has  given  notice  that 
e  is  going  to  sign  the  resolation,  and  I  object 
to  it    It  is  the  4th  of  March,  and  no  qnorum. 

The  Pbesident  said  it  was  a  very  common 
thing  at  the  close  of  the  Congress  to  sit  and  do 
basiness  after  midnight  on  the  8d  of  March. 

Mr.  Bentox  said  he  knew  it  was,  bat  in  such 
oases  the  fact  was  kept  out  of  the  journal ;  all 
appeared  there  to  have  been  done  on  the  8d  of 
March.  The  journal  went  on  headed  the  8d, 
and  the  approvals  of  the  President  bore  date 
the  8d.  Bat  now  this  is  not  the  case.  The 
time  is  marked  on  the  Journal ;  it  is  marked 
the  morning  of  the  4th,  and  the  whole  proceed- 
ing will  he  invalid  on  its  face. 

The  PsBsmKBT  was  of  opinion  that  he  could 
not  sign  the  resolution  when  a  qnorum  of  the 
Senate  was  not  present,  and  so  stated  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Bentoh  said,  as  there  was  no  qnorum 
present,  he  hoped  the  Senate  wotdd  adjourn. 

Several  members  said  they  hoped  not ;  that 
a  quorum  would  be  soon  present,  and  said  that 
tiie  Ohaib  could  despatch  the  Sergeant-at-arms 
after  the  absentees, 

Mr.  Beittoh  said  they  had  no  right  to  send 
the  Sergeant-at-arms  after  members ;  that  all 
power  over  Senators  was  at  an  end. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  a^Jonm- 
ment,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Mberioe  then  made  a  few  remarks  in  re- 
lation to  the  passage  of  the  resolation.  He 
said  he  was  in  ni's  seat  in  the  Senate,  but  knew 
not  of  the  passage  of  this  resolation.  In  fact, 
he  did  not  know  that  the  resolution  had  been 
presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate, 


until  he  was  informed  that  it  had  passed.  He 
was  in  favor  of  the  object  of  the  resolution,  and 
would  have  voted  for  it  if  he  had  l>een  aware  of 
its  having  been  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Walkkb  said,  in  regard  to  the  resolation, 
he  had  understood  such  a  one  was  to  be  offer- 
ed,  and  not  having  been  offered,  he  had  con- 
cluded that  it  had  oeen  abandoned.  The  first 
actual  knowledge  he  had  of  the  resolation  being 
l>efore  the  Senate,  was  hearing  its  title  pro- 
nounced by  the  voice  of  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
WiLUAMS.)  I  did  not  know  what  it  meant. 
He  read  the  resolution.  I  heard  him  distinctly 
pnt  the  question;  and  the  various  questions 
that  are  usually  put  on  the  passage  of  a  reso- 
lution, were  pat  as  fully,  and  as  clearly,  as  Uiey 
generally  are,  and  the  qnestion  was  carried  as 
fiurly,  and  the  Senate  was  as  full,  as  it  was 
when  a  majority  of  the  acts  passed  by  that 
body  were  carried. 

Mr.  RoAinc  said  that  he  knew  no  more  of  the 
passage  of  that  resolution  than  the  child  nn- 
oom.  He  must  have  been  in  the  chamber  at 
the  time,  but  he  had  never  heard  it  called  up, 
nor  any  question  taken  on  it.  -  With  respect, 
however,  to  these  Madison  papers,  he  looked  on 
them  in  a  very  different  light  from  the  trash 
that  was  so  onen  published  by  Congr^s.  He 
had  received  this  very  evening,  from  a  distin- 
^ished  ^ntleman  in  Yurglnia,  a  letter  asking 
information  about  them.  It  was  a  letter 
abounding  with  good  sense,  and  placing  a 
proper  estimation  on  these  papers.  With  this 
letter  in  his  hand,  he  went  round  to  the  seat 
of  his  friend  from  Missouri,  and  endeavored  to 
soften  his  rigid  resolution  with  regard  to  the 
duitribntion  of  books,  so  as  to  make  the  Madi- 
son papers  an  exception.  He  endeavored  to 
put  uiese  papers  in  contrast  with  the  trash  that 
was  put  abroad  under  the  sanction  of  Oongress, 
whicti  may,  perhaps,  form  the  materials  for  a 
spurious  history  of  the  country.  He  represent- 
ed that  these  Madison  papers  had  already  been 
published,  and  that  there  would  be  an  absurd- 
ity, aiter  paying  for  them,  to  put  them  away  in 
the  garret,  with  the  trash  that  has  lumbered 
there  among  the  cobwebs  of  time.  The  Sena- 
tor fh>m  MisBonri  stated  the  terms  on  which  he 
would  agree  to  the  distribution  of  this  partioa- 
lar  work,  and  that  was,  to  make  a  general  dis- 
tribution throughout  the  Union  and  into  every 
State ;  and  he  desired  me  to  go  to  the  Secre- 
tary's table,  and  get  the  Clerk  to  make  out  a 
list  of  the  gener^  distribution  of  documents, 
and  then  he  would  support  it.  Mr.  B.  then 
descanted  at  length  on  the  great  wlue  of  the 
Madison  papers ;  the  importance  that  the  in- 
formation contained  in  them  should  be  disaemi- 
nated  as  widely  as  possible,  and  the  absurdity 
of  locking  them  np  from  the  public  view,  after 
having  paid  for  printing  them.  He  did  not 
consider  the  works  of  James  Madison  of  the 
same  nature  with  those  publications  with  which 
it  had  been  the  custom  of  the  two  Houses  to 
supply  their  members — "  a  custom  more  hon- 
ored in  the  breach  than  in  the  obserraaoe  "— • 
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aad  be  hoped  that  the  resolation  of  the  Senator 
from  ICMonri,  with  regard  to  distributing 
books,  would  not,  like  the  rigid  laws  of  the 
Modes  and  Persians,  be  applied  to  them. 

Mr.  BcNTOii'  said  the  reference  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Roake)  to  him  was  correct; 
he  had  refused  to  agree  to  a  distribution  of  the 
Madison  papers  to  the  members  of  Congress, 
bat  was  willing  to  a  general  distribution,  ao- 
oording  to  the  general  distribution  of  docu- 
ments ;  and  desired  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
to  get  that  lift  from  one  of  the  derks,  and 
dtlMr  to  omit  the  members  of  Congress,  or 
reqaire  them  to  pay  the  cost.  This  (^neral  dis- 
'taribntion  would  carry  the  work  mto  every 
State — ^its  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
—its  Executive  o£Boe — its  colleges  and  nniver- 
sitles — to  all  the  Executive  offices  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government — to  the  library  of  Congress 
— to  Uie  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
many  others.  It  would  distribute  eleven  or 
twelve  hundred  copies,  and  place  them  in  every 
part  of  tike  Union,  and  in  the  best  hands  for 
preservation  and  for  use.  Gentlemen  were  de- 
bating as  if  the  only  alternatives  were  between 
an  exelnsive  and  gratuitous  distribution  of 
these  papers  to  members  of  Congress,  or  a  con- 
signment of  them  to  the  worms  in  the  garret, 
and  an  everlasting  loss  of  them  to  muikind. 
Ilus  was  rather  wild.  The  distribution  which 
he  proposed  would  have  saved  them  from  the 
irorms,  would  have  given  them  to  the  whole 
Union,  and  to  all  mankind;  it  would  have 
curtailed  nobody  but  members  of  Congress. 

The  F^ESiDBNT  said  that  on  further  consider- 
ation, and  consulting  the  rules,  he  was  of  opin- 
ion, that  it  did  not  require  a  quorum  to  be 
present  to  authorize  the  signing  of  a  bill  or 
resolntion.  It  was  not  properly  an  act  of  legis- 
lation, but  merely  a  signing  to  be  done  by  the 
CauRto  authenticate  the  act.  Holding  this 
opinion,  he  would  now  proceed  to  sign  the 
Joint  resolution. 

Mr.  Bbkton  Btud  the  signing  conld  only  be 
done  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate,  and  there 
was  no  Senate  when  there  was  no  quorum. 
Every  signing  was  a  public  act.  The  presiding 
officer  gave  audible  notice  of  it;  the  Senate 
ceased  to  act ;  no  Senator  could  speak ;  nothing 
oould  be  done  while  tiie  Pbesidbnt  was  signing. 
yis.  B.  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  acta  could 
only  be  signed  when  the  Senate  was  formed 
and  a  quorum  present. 

The  Ch^b  then  signed  the  resolution. 

Mr.  AuftK  s^d  that  the  resolntion  could 
not  now  go  to  the  President  for  his  signature. 
There  is  no  committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives which  is  necessary  to  form  the  joint 
committee,  to  join  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  to  carry  it.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives has  adjourned  and  dispersed,  and  the 
two  members  who  composed  part  of.  the  Joint 
Oommittee  to  take  bills  to  the  President,  had 
ceased  to  exist  as  members  of  Congress ;  the 
body  to  which  they  belonged  had  ceased  to 


exist.  The  resolution  could  not  be  carried: 
there  is  no  authority  existing  which  ooold  owir 
it. 

Mr.  FosTEB  said  that  he  would  carry  it  He 
was  a  member  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  of  tlie 
Joint  Committee,  and  he  had  once  carried  i 
bill  to  the  President  alone,  but  he  had  sms- 
tained  that  he  had  made  a  mistake. 

[Mr.  FosTEB  and  Mr.  Mkbbiok,  the  ooounit- 
tee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  then  left  Uie 
chamber  with  the  joint  resolution.] 

Mr.  Bain'ON  said  the  impedimenta  were  sot 
yet  surmounted,  there  was  a  little  difficulty  to 
be  encountered,  when  the  committee  gut  Udc. 
He  had  the  rules  in  his  hand;  and  wonld  read 
them  at  the  proper  time.  It  is  now  4  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  4th  of  U&rdi; 
the  House  of  Representatives  adjoomedflid 
gone,  and  no  quorum  here.  There  are  obsUdei 
ahead. 

Mr.  'WHrrK  said  he  would  state  irhst  ke 
knew  respecting  the  passage  of  this  resolstion. 
He  had  just  come  into  the  Senate  cbamlxr, 
when  heheard  the  Senator  occupying  theduir 
(Mr.  WauAMs)  ask  if  a  resolntion  shoold  be 
taken  up.  If  he  gave  it  any  particular  designi- 
tion,  it  escaped  my  ear.  The  presiding  officer 
put  the  question,  and  it  was  passed,  serMil 
voices  voting  in  the  affirmative.  Not  knoiriiig 
what  it  was,  or  what  it  contained,  I  asked  for 
the  reading  of  it,  and  it  was  handed  to  me.  At 
there  was  no  discussion  on  the  subject,  so  di- 
vision asked,  and  none  taken,  and  conseqnenfl| 
deeming  the  question  an  unimportant  one,  he 
voted  neither  aye  nor  noe.  He  himself  w* 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  distributing  boob 
among  the  members  of  Congress ;  but  none  of 
those  whose  lead  he  was  accustomed  to  foDo' 
on  this  subject  opposing  this  resolution,  md  ob 
looking  around  and  observing  that  the  Senitor 
from  Missouri  (Mr.  Bknton)  was  not  in  hi* 
seat,  he  thought  it  was  an  nnimportant  mutts, 
and  did  not  expect  to  hear  any  thing  mxt 
about  it. 

[The  committee  who  waited  on  the  Pnw- 
DKNT  for  his  signature  to  the  joint  resolntioD, 
having  arrived  in  the  Senate  cnanber,] 

Mr.  Bbnton  rose  to  a  point  of  order— to  m« 
things  done  in  order.  One  of  the  most  edfflffl 
acts  of  the  two  Houses  is  that  of  sending  bim 
to  the  Presidbnt  to  be  aped :  it  ^^'^^^ 
in  a  prescril>ed  form,  and  reported  and  r«<*™~ 
in  a  prescribed  form.  Upon  this  depaids  «u 
the  questions  connected  with  the  ten  ii1> 
constitutional  right  of  the  President  to  retta 
a  bill— his  culpability  if  he  does  not  return  tt 
—the  prevention  of  the  return  by  the  sqionni- 
ment  of  Congress— the  efficacy  of  the  M  *  * 
law,  if  not  returned  in  time,  unless  prevented^ 
an  adjournment.  All  this  makes  the  pf**"* 
tion  of  the  bUl  to  the  President  one  of  the  moa 
formal  and  serious  acts  of  legwl*^"?,' .T 
therefore  the  rules  had  carefully  provided  » 
make  the  presentation  a  matter  of  record  m 
each  House  of  Congress— a  record,  the  reny 
of  which  could  not  be  impeached,  snd  »"*" 
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would  require  no  extensive  evidence  to  support 
it.  A  ttanding  committee  was  to  carry  it: 
that  committee  was  to  be  joint :  it  was  to  l>e 
composed  of  two  members  from  each  House ; 
and  these  two  members  of  each  House  were  to 
nukke  report  to  tlieir  Houses  respectively  that 
the  bill  had  been  presented,  carefully  stating 
the  day  on  which  it  was  presented ;  and  then 
this  report  was  to  be  entered  on  the  jonmals 
of  each  Hoose. 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  the  rules,  to  show  that  he 
stated  ttiem  correctly.] 

He  said  these  rules  could  not  have  been  com- 
plied with  in  this  case.  The  joint  standing 
committee  was  dissolved  by  the  dissolution  of 
the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives.  The  half  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  was  a  nonenity  without 
the  other  half  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. No  record  could  be  made  in  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  which  had  been  adjourned 
for  two  hours,  and  no  such  record  can  be  made 
here,  as  the  rules  imperatively  require.  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to 
the  rules  in  the  entry  which  he  is  to  make. 
The  Senators  will  report  what  they  have  done ; 
and  that  is,  they  went  vrithont  the  committee 
of  the  House  to  the  President,  and  went  on  the 
4th  of  March ;  and  there  ends  the  work  for 
which  we  have  been  kept  here  so  many  hours. 
It  drops  now,  as  I  proposed  it  ahoiUd  drop 
three  hours  ago. 

Ur.  Mkbbioe  reported  that  within  the  last 
honr  the  committee  had  placed  in  the  hands  of 
thePresident  a  joint  resolution  for  the  distri- 
bution, in  part,  of  the  Madison  papers. 

Mr.  Tallmasob  moved  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ tine  die. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  if  a  minority  of  the  Senate 
could  adjourn  tine  die.  He  thought  they  could 
only  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  until  a  quorum 
was  present. 

The  Pbesidknt  decided  that  the  Senate 
could  a^oum  tine  die,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned  tine  die  at  20  minutes 
past  4  o'clock,  a.  h. 


HOnSB  07  BXFRBSBNTATrVBS. 

SiniDAT,  March  8. 

Booh  PurehMi — Doeummtary  Siitory — Diia- 

greement  of  tA«  tao  Mouiei. 

The  other  amendment,  upon  which  the  Sen- 
ate had,  in  part,  insisted,  in  relation  t9  the 
Documentary  History,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Petbikik  moved  that  the  House  insist. 

Mr.  ToDOSY  moved  that  the  House  recede 
ttom  its  disagreement. 

Mr.  Athsbtoit  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  they  were  not  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Touokt's 
motion  was  rejected — ayes  66,  noes  not 
ooanted. 

The  motion  to  insist  was  then  agreed  to, 
without  a  division. 

At  a  subsequent  stage,  the  bill  was  returned 
firom  the  Senate,  accompanied  by  a  message 


stating  that  they  still  insisted,  and  asked  a 
committee  of  conference,  having  appointed  a 
committee  of  three  on  their  part. 

Mr.  OAifBBELKNa  moved  to  concur  in  the 
resolution  for  a  confisrence,  which  was  agreed 
to,  and,  on  his  motion,  a  committee  of  three 
was  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Bond  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Athebton  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  Lraoour  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

About  seven  o'clock  at  night,  Mr.  Boko 
made  a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence, which  recommended  the  Senate,  in  part,  to 
recede,  and  in  part  to  insist,  upon  their  amend- 
ment, with  the  addition  that  the  printing  shall 
be  executed  in  the  city  of  Washington ;  and 
recommended  that  the  Senate  recede  from  part 
of  their  amendment  striking  out  the  tu>propri- 
ation  for  the  Documentary  History,  out  only 
so  far  as  the  House  was  concerned,  the  Senate 
abstaining  from  taking  the  books. 

The  report  was  conouired  in  without  a  di- 
vision ;  but,  at  a  subsequent  stage,  at  the  in- 
stance of  Mr.  Bkix,  ' 

Mr.  Bond  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  last  matter  was  agreed  to ; 
and,  alter  a  desultory  discussion  by  Messrs. 
Bond,  Linooln,  and  Bkll, 

Mr.  'WiLLiAHB,  of  Eentacky,  said  that,  rather 
than  peril  a  bill  upon  which  the  temporary 
existence  of  the  Qovemment  depended,  upon  a 
mere  point  of  etiquette,  he  should  demand  the 
previous  question ;  and  it  was  seconded,  car- 
ried, and  the  main  question  ordered  and  put, 
when  the  Honse  refused  to  reconsider — ayes 
64,  nays  84. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oambbsleno,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  on  the  Union,  Mr.  BjDcrae 
in  the  chair. 

Madison  Papon. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  to  suspend  the  16th  and  17th  joint  rules 
of  the  House,  so  as  to  pass  a  joint  resolution  to 

Srovide  for   the  distribution,  in  part,  of  the 
[adison  p^>er8. 

.  The  jomt  resolution  was  soon  after  received, 
and,  having  l>een  read  twice, 
Mr.  WiSK  briefly  supp(Hted  it. 
Mr.  Petbikin  was  not  opposed  to  the  resolu- 
tion, but  he  would  take  that  occasion  to  r»> 
mark  that  the  charge  brought  by  Mr.  Bbu, 
agidnst  the  Senate  was  now  proven  to  b«  on- 
founded. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  on  its  third 
reading,  and  the  question  being  on  its  pas- 
sage- 
Mr.  Dbokooolb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  they  were  refused,  and  the  resolution  was 
passed  without  a  division. 

Adjournment. 

Mr.  OuSHXAir,  from  the  Joint  Committee 

appointed  to  wait   on  the  President  of  the 

United  States,  and  inform  him  that,  unless  he 

had   farther  communications   to  make,  both 
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EonMB  vera  ready  to  close  the  preaent  learion, 
reported  that  ther  had  performed  that  datT-, 
and  were  informed  by  the  Preddent  that  he 
had  no  farther  commnnication,  but  he  wished 
the  members  all  a  safe  and  happy  retom  to 
their  homes. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Oonitob  that  the 
House  adjoom  without  day,  when 

The  Spkaebb  rose,  and  addressed  the  House 
as  foUowB : 
Otntlemtn  of  tht  JBoum  of  Repretitttaiive* : 

In  taUnx  leaTe  of  this  body,  in  all  probability  for- 
erer,  emotions  are  excited  which  no  langnage  can 
adequately  convey.  When  I  look  back  to  the  period 
wlien  I  first  took  my  seat  in  this  Honae,  and  thai 
look  around  me  for  those  who  were  at  that  time  my 
assodatea  here,  I  find  bat  few,  very  few,  remaining. 
Bat  five  members  who  were  here  with  me  fourteen 
yean  ago,  oontinae  to  be  members  of  this  body.  Hy 
serrice  here  has  been  constant  and  laborious.  I  can, 
perfaiqie,  say  what  but  few  others,  if  any,  can — that  I 
hsTe  not  failed  to  attend  the  daily  sittings  of  this 
House  a  single  day  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  it, 
■iTe  on  a  si^le  occasion,  when  prevented  for  a  short 
time  by  indispoeition.  In  my  hitercourse  with  the 
members  of  this  body,  when  I  occupied  a  place  upon 
the  floor,  though  occasionally  engaged  in  debates 
upon  interesting  public  questions,  and  of  an  exciting 
character,  it  is  a  source  of  unmingled  gratification  to 
me  to  recur  to  the  fact,  that  on  no  occasion  was  there 
the  slightest  personal  or  unpleasant  collision  with 
any  of  its  members.  Maintaining,  and  at  all  times 
expressing,  my  own  opinions  firmly,  the  same  ri^t 
was  fUIly  conceded  to  others.  Onr  discussions  were 
at  that  time  conducted  vrith  that  courtesy  and  deco- 
rom,  and  respect  for  the  opinion  of  oUien,  which 
ought  ever  to  prevail  in  a  deliberative  assembly.  For 
four  yean  past  the  station  I  have  occupied,  and  a 
sense  of  propriety,  in  the  divided  and  unnsuidly  ez- 
dted  state  of  public  opini<»  and  feeling,  which  has 
existed  both  in  this  House  and  in  the  country,  Iiave 
precluded  me  from  participating  in  your  Abates. 
Other  duties  were  assigned  me. 

The  high  office  of  Speaker,  to  which  it  has  been 
twice  the  pleasure  of  this  House  to  elevate  me, 
has  been  at  all  times  one  of  labor  and  high  re- 
qrandbility.  Its  difficult,  and  often  delicate,  duties 
have  been  ftally  appreciated  and  iV^ely  expressed  by 
all  my  predecessors.  They  have  all  borne  testimony 
to  the  difficulty,  nay,  impcesibility,  of  discharging  its 
duties  with  entire  satisfaction  to  all,  especially  in  sea- 
sons of  high  political  or  party  excitement  Whilst 
they  have  borne  this  testimony,  I  think  I  may  truly 
alBrm  that  none  of  them  have  had  a  severer  ordeal 
to  pass  than  has  fallen  to  my  lot  Frequent  have 
been  tiie  occasions  when,  but  for  the  indulgent  and 
liberal  support  at  all  times  given  to  me  by  this  House, 
J  shoidd  have  been  utterly  unable  to  preserve  that 
order  and  deoonun  which  should  ever  attend  the 


deliberations  of  the  rcpreseutatltcs  of  the  pwpkL 
It  has  been  made  my  duty  to  decide  more  qaertkn 
of  parliamentary  law  and  of  order,  nanj  of  tfaem  of 
a  complex  and  difikolt  character,  ariaing  often  ii  thi 
midst  (^bjgh  excitement,  in  the  oourse  of  oiirpn>' 
oeedings,  than  liad  been  decided,  itisbdieved,l)jal 
my  predeoessors,  from  the  fonnduiai  of  tliisGona- 
ment  This  House  has  uniformly  sustained  me,  mifc- 
oat  distinction  (^  the  political  parties  of  wIM  it  \m 
been  conposed.  Our  records  will  show,  that  iqna 
the  numerous  appeals  wfaidi  have  been  tikoi  to  thi 
House,  I  have  been  sustained  by  both  political  parties 
and  often  by  decided  and  large  miy'oritiea.  n»a^ 
doubtieas  I  may  often  have  £illen  into  error  in  prompt- 
ly deciding  novel  questions,  anddmly  nised,  I  tia«  ft 
was  not  on  points  material,  and  I  know  it  was  nei«r 
intended.  I  return  to  this  House  my  Oanka  (or 
their  constant  support  inthedischaigeof  tfaeudmi 
and  difficult  duties  I  have  had  to  pafora. 

But,  gentiemen,  my  ackoowle^;ments  ire  «p 
dally  doe  to  the  migority  of  tiiis  House  for  the  b^ 
and  flattoing  evidence  they  have  given  me  of  tlior 
approbation  of  my  conduct  as  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  House,  by  the  resolution  you  have  beoi  fieuti 
to  pass.  I  r^ard  this  as  the  lugfaest  and  most  nlaed , 
testimonial  I  have  ever  received  from  this  VssM, 
because  I  know  that  the  circumstances  under  iHA 
it  has  passed  has  made  it  matter  of  sulatuKe,  ai 
not  of  mere  fonn.  I  regtrd  it  as  of  infimtdj  dor 
value  than  if  it  had  been  the  common  mitxnt- 
oourse  and  custdmary  residution,  winch,  in  Ae  oo'F' 
tesy  usually  jHVvailing  between  the  presidiBg  officer 
and  the  memben  of  any  deliberative  asBemblj,  ii  iI- 
ways  paaaed  at  the  close  of  their  delibeatioiii.  ^ 
is  unmeaning — is  Indiscriminately  conferred— i>  > 
mere  act  of  comteey,  and  possesses,  compantiTelx, 
but  littie  value.  I  retom  to  the  m^oritj  of  tiil 
House,  what  I  sincerely  feel,  my  grateful  tbanb  if 
this  high  evidence  of  their  approbation  and  r^ani, 
given,  as  it  has  been,  at  a  time  of  high  party  eiot^ 
ment,  which,  in  the  accomplishment  of  part;  on 
political  objects,  but  too  often  disregards  all  otixr 
conmderations.  I  shall  bear  it  in  grateful  ranoB- 
brance  to  the  latest  hour  of  my  life. 

I  trust  this  tUgfa  office  may  in  future  times  be  filH 
as  doubtiess  it  will  be,  by  abler  men.  It  <^°*J 
know,  be  filled  by  any  one  who  will  devote  Irinsw 
with  mora  nul  and  untiring  industry  to  do  Iiis  ^>oi> 
duty  tiian  I  have  done. 

We  are  now  about  to  separate,  many  of  m  nerer 
again  to  meet  1  irish  you,  gentiemen,  a  safe  reton 
to  your  fiunilies  and  friends ;  and  whatever  our  n- 
spective  f\iture  destinies  may  be,  my  prayer  to  a 
beneficent  and  overruling  Providence  is,  that  our  a- 
tare  lives  may  be  useflil  and  happy. 

The  Spkakkb  then  annotmoed  that  the  Home 
stood  adjourned  without  day. 

The  House,  at  two  o'clock,  a.  jl,  a^jo""'* 
HnedU. 
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Unexpended.— In  the  Senate,  amotion  to  print  report 
of  the  Beoretarj  on,  88 ;  an  approprlatloo  too  late  to  bo 
need  this  year,  88;  oljeets  ibr  which  appropriated,  68; 
this  an  unusual  departure  ftvm  the  ordinarr  practice  of 
the  Senate,  69;  oTery  exertion  to  be  made  to  defoat  the 
depodt  bill,  69.    Aeifxieiis  rota.  1,8, 8, 4,5^7, 8,11 

Ardent  Sptrite  in  fte  Sony.— See  Index,  toL  la 

Arttaneae,  admieeion  qf.—la  the  Bouse,  the  bill  oonstttend. 
19;  notieeofamotionftirtheslarer7reatrlotion,S9;  tha 
motion,  80;  lost,  80;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  31; 
passed,  8L 

Snpplemantarjr  report  prepared  bj  Hr.  John  <^  Ad- 
«ms,81;  nportiSS. 

ArbKuae,  TOto  Ibr  President  in  1884^  180. 

Arkaneae  Territory.— See  Index,  toL  8,  TerrOerlee. 

Artaneae  Weelem  Boundary.— See  Index,  yide,  T,  81 

Armory,  Weelem,— See  Index,  toL  8. 

Army.— See  Index,  TOb.  1,  2, 4,  6,  T,  10. 

Army  DeetrUon,  preeenHon  cf.—Bet  Index,  toL  8,  and  In- 
dex, toL  9,  Deeertton, 

Ash,  Mhihabi.  If.,  BepreeentatlTe  tnm  Penn^lrania,  8. 

Abbixt,  WiLUUf  H.,  BepreeentatlTe  from  Ilinonii,  4.  St* 
Index,  TObL  11, 11. 

A*eaeetnaU«n  <^  Ike  Preeidtnt,  attempted.— Bee  Index, 

TOLll. 

.^seoutte  on  Ike  Preiidenfe  Seeretary.—See  Index,  rot  1& 

Athxxtoii,  Cbaxlxs  J.,  BepreeentatlTe  Ihim  New  Hamp- 
shire, 440;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  4T8;  on 
the  rights  of  the  Sooth,  708l 

Attaat  on  the  OiroUM.— In  the  House,  a  reeolnUon  of  in- 
quiry relatlTe  to,  submitted,  616,  TlS. 

AStomeiy  Oeneral,  cffiee  qfi—See  Index,  toL  10. 

AToma,  Jom  B,  BepreiantatlT*  from  New  Jttaej,  ttH. 
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SaHama  SanJbt.—S4t  Ittdtm,  ToL  •. 
Bailet,  Jkukuh,  BcpnaentatiTa  ftom  IfallM,  & 
SaUimor*  and  Ohio  Railroad.— 8»*  Indta,  toL  10. 
Salttnur*  and   WatUngton  Bailroad,—8t4  Indm,  vol, 

IL 
Bant  and  SlaU,  dinore*  af.—la  ths  Honn,  »  report  oni 

Bank  o/Ot  United  Blaiti.— In  the  Home,  a  bill  reported  to 
punish  the  re-lisae  of  the  note*  of  the  United  Statee 
Bulk,  DOT ;  «  reeolatlon  reUtlTe  to  re-lMae  of  note*  o( 
ooMtdareJ,  814. 

In  the  Senate,  report  on  a  petition  fbr,  408;  prajer  of 
the  petition  ntjeeted,  408. 

In  the  Honae,  a  reaolntlon  that  it  is  Inexpedient  to 
establish,  oSlsred,  4T>;  remarki,  4T>;  rota,  471;  vote  on 
the  resolution,  SOT.    iSM/txtei,  toIs.  1,8,4,  B,«,  T,  9,11, 

in 

Sani  2Me4jbr  Oavtmnunt  Z>i(Ml— In  the  Senate,  a  report 
on  the  resolution  to  make  bank  note*  reoeir^tle,  U8 ; 
motloa  to  print  carried,  M8 ;  80,000  ooples  ordered,  M8« 

Bonis  Xott  in  Paynunt  ^i>ttMM— As  /fufsos,  roL  T. 

BanJc*,  J>tpoM. — In  the  Hoose,  a  reeolatlon  to  Inquire  into 
eonsldeied,  18;  amendment  mored,  18;  vas  the  Infor- 
DMtlon  desirable  r  18.    iSm /ndso,  vola.  T-18l 

Bani^Si>tland.—ae»  Tndta,  toL  it 

BAmts,  Jom,  Bepresentatlre  from  Penni^lTanli,  8.  <Sm 
IndM,  TOls.  11,  It. 

Bum,  Lnni,  BepresentaUre  ftom  Tiicliila,  6T9. 

Bantruptcy,  lau>  <ff,  appUoaUt  U>  Bant$.—\ji  the  Senate, 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  committee,  448;  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  meange,  448;  objections  twofold, 
448;  oonslsteno7  of  the  President  in  maUog  sooh  a 
noommendation,  448 ;  the  reoommandatioo  of  the  mes- 
sage, 4110 ;  eonsUtntloiial  right  and  ezpedleno7  of  pass- 
ing each  an  act,  480 ;  power  to  paaa  bankmpt  laws  glTen 
In  the  constltatlon,  4iS0 ;  Congrsss  Is  not  confined  like 
the  Jndldaij  to  the  English  ststntory  definitions,  4S1 ; 
we  are  not  confined  to  the  modem  ^J^*''*  aeoeptatlon 
of  the  term  hankmpt,  4S1 ;  aets  paaed  by  Parliament 
npon  this  sat)jeot,  4fil ;  extent  of  those  acts,  4SS ;  proof 
firom  English  precedents,  458;  do  bsaknipt  laws  ordi- 
narily extend  to  moneyed  corporations,  it  Is  ssked,  4S4; 
the  (oestion  of  corporation  onllabilltjr  In  England,  484 ; 
Booh  laws  ordinarily  extend  to  coiporatiana,  4S6;  prao- 
tic*inthisooontiy,4SS;  It  is  said  ths  oltfeot  of  bank- 
rapt  laws  has  no  relatttn  to  oorrenoy,  4fiS,  4M ;  act  of 
ins,  4U;  banks  of  drcohttion  ar*  the  fittest  sabjects 
fbr  bankrapt  laws,  4BT ;  three  most  vital  prohibltlona  of 
ou  oonstltatlon  now  trodden  onder  (bot,  458 ;  it  Is  said 
bankmptcy  la  a  serere  remedy  to  qiply  to  banks,  468 ; 
motion  to  discharge  Uld  OTer,  458 ;  agreed  to,  458. 

In  the  Honae,  an  Inqoiiy  relatire  to  a  bill  respecting, 
488 ;  opinion  of  the  President  when  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  488;  conrae  of  the  oommittea  naoertaln,  488 ; 
will  not  report  a  bill,  4Ta. 

Banintpt  Aat-St  Indtm,  Tola.  1, 8,  T- 

Barraeti  at  2r«w  Ori»ani.—St*  Indta,  toL  8. 

B&ROK,  SAjnrn,  BepresentatlTe  fh>m  New  York,  8. 

Battur*  at  JUto  OtImm.— &s  Indtm,  toL  i;  do.  at  SL 
Lni*,  eM  Indaa,  toL  i. 

BATaxD,  BionAao  H.,  on  the  admission  of  IDchigan,  85; 
on  the  expunging  reeolatlon,  180 ;  Senator  from  Dela- 
irate,  888;  on  the  snb-Treasary,  488 ;  olfera  expnnging 
resolntlons,  664;  on  Calhonn's  resolutions,  588.  Sm 
Adso^ToLia. 

Bba!.!,  Jaios  IL  K,  SapreseatatlT*  from  Virginia.  jSm 
Indm,  ToL  19l 

Biaa,  Basano  IL,  BepresentatlTe  from  Kew  Hampshire, 
&    iSM /iMtsr^  ToL  18. 


BXABneutT,  SAKinti,  BepresentatlTe  fIrom  NewTork,!; 
on  admitting  the  Hlehigan  Bq>reeentatiTe,  11.  Am  ii. 
<t<^Tols.ll,l& 

BiATTT,  WiuiAK,  BepresentattTO  Ikom  Pemsjlnsli, 
440. 

BsAmuaeiuiB,  tltahn  ^.—S»»  Jndn,  Toh,  8, 6,  S,  T,  S, 

BuuHon,  Amnzw,  BepresentatlTe  tram  PeBiiS7lnali,8. 
B»»IiuUm,y<A.\t. 

Buna, ,  BepreaentatlT*  from  New  York,  (8>. 

Bxim,  Avnaxw,  BepresentatlTe  from  Tlrginta,  ML 

&lgiHm,  trada  iHM.— In  the  Senate,  bffl  rdsUn  to  U* 
duties  on  Belgium  Tessels  and  esigoes  oonrider«d,lll; 
its  ol^ect,  181 ;  oompaiatlTe  state  of  Dntdi  ud  Ann- 
can  tonnage,  188 ;  the  canaa  of  dUhrenee,  US. 

Bettitm,  minion  to.—Sit  Inden,  toL  11. 

Bau,  Jobx,  BepresentatlTe  ftom  Tennessee,  4, 401 ;  m  it. 
posiU  with  tha  Statee,  808 ;  on  the  fintificatios  biD,  S»- 
886;  on  the  death  of  Jamea  Standlftr,  4(1;  oa  ptpxat 
of  spade  to  members,  443 ;  on  the  ib&rth  iaitiliuat 
484;  on  treasory  notea,  487 ;  on  the  treanir nuts  UH 
614:onthedeathof  Cilley,  48&  Bu Ina<ii,i<Sd.X,V, 
11,18. 

BmrroK,  Taoiua  H.,  glTcs  notiee  of  the  ezpuglag  ragta- 
tion,  6T ;  offers  it,  45 ;  on  the  treasory  eireii]sr,Et;  oitlK 
admiwion  of  Michigan,  45 ;  on  unexpended  sppv^ 
tions,  48 ;  on  the  admission  of  Michigan,  n,  S3;  a  Ut 
expunging  reaolutian,  98 ;  on  distnrbsnee  ia  Um  pHerin, 
154;  on  the  treasory  drenlar,  185 ;  on  tka  fartUodos 
bill,  181 ;  Senator  tnaa  Missouri,  888 ;  on  tmraysila, 
884;  on  the  sob-Treasory,  888;  on  the  lawofliabiiftcy, 
448 ;  on  small  notes,  645 ;  on  hooka  ibr  fiiemban,  M; 
on  the  independent  treasury,  8(8;  an  titmij  utit, 
477 ;  on  the  Florida  War, 885;  on  the  foutb  lialslBeot, 
708 ;  on  salt  duties,  TSl ;  on  sQTer  oolnsge,  7«);  m  book 
patehasea,7e0,77S,n4,Tr8.  «M/iuI«^Toli.  1, 8,1,14 
11,11 

BfOKHXU,  BmnrxT,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  Yorli,  4M. 

BissLE,  BrcHAXD,  BcpreaentatiTe  from  Fennijlruii,  M; 
on  bankrapt  lavs,  488;  on  treasury  notes,  COS, 

BOU,  Moneii.—S»6  Indtm,  toL  1 

Bianauj.,  SuiraL,  BepreeentatlTe  ttam  New  York,  <n 

BiSHor  Fi-AQR.— >See  IndMs,  toL  It 

Buca^  Jomr,  Senator  from  Uiaslaslppi,  88t;  resign  U> 
seat  in  the  Senate,  417.    5m /lutei,  toL  11 

B1.AIK&  Brrxs  chosen  printers  to  the  Ho<iae,4 

Slant  baUolt,tAaUlhttii4  0otinledt—SMM«^r<^^ 

Blut  UgkU  a*  tignalt  to  tlU  enemy.— &»  /wZOk  toL& 

Boozn,  AnASAM,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  Yoit,  t 
iSM  Indem,  ToL  18. 

Boim,  WiLUiji  K,  BepresentatlTe  firom  Ohio,  4;  oa  tti 
distribution  of  books,  880- 

Boole,  purdUue  <!f.—ln  the  Ho^a^  a  reeolnUoa  rel«tl«  tH 
15;  its  extent,  15;  works  In  print,  16;  the  r««du*« 
adopts  the  precedent  set  by  memben  of  the  lart  0» 
grass,  16;  more  Important  in  a  public  than  prlnli 
sense,  14 ;  example  of  the  British  eorerameat,  li;  & 
treasory  fhll,  U 

Motion  to  strike  out  ftmm  the  ippropiistlffli  Mli 
amount  for  the  United  Statea  Documentary  HiitiiTi 
17;  a  binding  contract  exists,  17;  no  ii^lmUoo  to  i»^ 
out,  17 ;  Imposltlan,  17 ;  extracts  ftom  the  oontraot,  11; 
Haiard's  work,  Tiews  of  Congress  on,  1& 

MoUon  to  notuy  th«  oontiacton  to  dlsconUBoe  tb» 
work,  19 ;  original  motion  loat,  18,  ^^ 

A  resolution  relatlTO  to,  considered, «« ;  •H  <«I*** 
tores  except  ibr  the  ordinary  purposes  of  the  Honul^ 
hibited,  419 ;  the  new  memben  should  be  plsoed  "•"• 
sameft)otlngastheold,490;  not  tied  up  by  the  pre™* 
aUoded  to,  480;  proviso  lOTarlably  pa«sed,  «»;»• 
resolution  looks  alone  to  the  penonal  beaeat  ofW 
members,  480;  reaolutton  passed, 481 ;  moUan to  w" 
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the  laMlntloii  to  the  Ubnur  eommtttee,  188 ;  reftrenee 
doM  no  good,  18>;  ill  ehonld  he  aerred  ellke,  18t; 
amendnuats  proposed,  18>. 

In  the  Senate,  •  Joint  raaolatlon  offered,  68T;  Utd  od 
the  table,  tST. 

Besolntlon  offered  in  the  Hooee,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  <8L 

In  the  Senate,  a  motion  to  itrlke  ont  the  appropria- 
tlon,  T9t;  one  of  the  aboaea  of  the  OoTemment,  T(0; 
details,  TtO ;  motion  carried,  Tn. 

Boom  disagree,  TTl ;  Senate  Insist  and  a  ooi^renoe 
asked,  TT2;  report,  TTI;  debate,  TTS;  both  Honses  oon- 
cnr,  T7S. 

BesolaUon  relatlTe  to  the  Uadlson  papers,  ITS ;  vhen 
did  it  pass  the  Senate?  TT4;  remarks  ss  to  the  time 
Then  the  resolntlon  peaaed,  TTS^  TTC;  debated  and 
adopted,  TTT,  TT8L    Set  JiuUm,  toL  U. 

Boob,  B^tutt,  Bepresentatlre  from  Indiana,  4, 4tl;  on  de> 
podts  with  the  States,  SIT.    St»  IndM,  Tola.  11,  IS. 

BonsKH,  NxTnAxizL  B.,  Bepresentstlre  from  Hassaehn- 
setts,  8,  4«0. 

Bauma,  Jajos  W.,  BepresenUUre  lh>m  Virginia,  8,  MO ; 
on  reoeirlng  a  petition  from  slares,  168;  on  deposits 
with  the  States,  811;  on  ftinds  for  federal  dues,  882 ;  on 
the  Treasnry  Hote  bill,  MS.    Set  Indta,  rols.  11,  IS. 

3o¥iitifJbr  FlMttg  TeU4i*.—Su  Jndtx,  toL  S^  IhMtt. 

BoTn,  UATmus  J.,  BepresentatlTe  fh>m  New  Toik,  & 

Born,  Lrm,  BepresentatlTe  fh>m  Kentnokr,  4. 

SraaO,  q/bin  %Mi.—Se*  Indt^  vol  10. 

SrtaA  qf  PrMlege.—See  Indea,  toIs.  1,  i. 

Snabwater  on  M«  Pelauart  —See  Index,  toL  8. 

Mnvtl  BaiiJb.—See  India,  toL  9. 

Busss,  Oxoien,  BepresentatlTe  from  Uaaaaehoaetts,  8, 4(0 ; 
oo  postponing  the  fonith  Instalment,  474  SetlmUa, 
TOLIS. 

AitM  AtareuUtnt  on  aomm«n4.—8te  Indem,  toL  S. 

MrOM  Colonial  Trade.— See  Indea,  Tols.  9,  U. 

SrUM  Intriguet.—S«e  Indea,  toL  4. 

SHtM  Irmation  ofAmnrioofn  SoU.—la  the  Senate,  a  mes> 
sage  relattre  to,  671 ;  importance  of  action,  S7S. 

In  the  HoQse,  message  and  correspondence  relatlre  to 
the  attack  on  the  Caroline,  873,  S74;  reference  mored, 
S7S ;  no  coarse  should  be  taken  that  woold  place  ns  in  a 
warlike  position  to  England,  STB ;  greater  disposition  to 
make  war  on  the  Administration  than  on  En^and,  57B; 
first  ascertain  who  is  to  bhmie,  S7S ;  oar  neatrality  laws 
penal,  not  preTentire,  570. 

lu  the  Senate,  same  message  and  correspondence  le- 
eeired  and  referred,  fiTt. 
In  the  Honse,  a  message  relatlTO  to,  006. 

JMHA  MinMar,  eondwt  qf.—See  Indent,  ToL  4. 

SHiMK  TrupoMet  on  Vi*  State  o/ Maine.— In  the  Senate,  a 
meassge  fW>m  the  President  relatlre  to,  TSi;  ordered  to 
be  printed,  TNL 

SrttieS  Wett  India  7yadt.—See  Indea,  rol.  <. 

Bribery.— See  Index,  toL  & 

Bbodhud,  Jobs  O,  BepresentatlTe  from  I7ew  Tork,  400. 

Bbosbos,  Isaac  H.,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  York,  460; 
on  the  Treasnry  Note  biU,  919 ;  on  the  attack  on  the 
Caroline,  fiTS ;  on  the  Mississippi  election,  611 ;  on  the 
death  of  Cilley,  686 ;  on  the  Exploring  Expedition,  699. 

Bbows,  BiDroBD,  Senator  fh>m  North  Carolina,  839;  on 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  89 ;  on  abolition  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colnmbla,  IBS;  on  postponing  the  fbarth  instal- 
ment, 857 ;  on  the  snb-Tressniy,  480 ;  on  treasnry  notes, 
676;  on  the  fourth  Instslment,  Ttl ;  on  North  Carolina 
resolntlons.  Til,  TIS.    See  Indem,  toIs.  11,  IS. 

Bbowx,  Jord  W.,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  York,  8.  A* 
Indta,  ToL  IS, 

Srovm,  Jamti,  detetndanti  <^.—la  the  Honse,  a  biU  for 
the  relief  oi;oonaider«d,M4;lhcts  of  the  aue,il4;  ou 


the  OoTcmment  allow  the  Indemnity  >  145 ;  the  Chero- 
kee* were  ragarded  as  in  a  state  of  amitj  at  that  Umst 
S45;  he  was  sot  beyond  the  pale  of  the  protection  of 
OoTomment,  146 ;  allowing  this  dslm,  It  Is  said,  will  In- 
trodaee  a  new  policy  in  our  Ooremment,  146. 

No  foundation  in  principle  for  the  claim,  146 ;  admit 
that  the  aggression  was  made  in  time  of  peace,  24T; 
treaties  with  the  Cherokees,  147;  effecta  of  war  on 
daims,  148;  bill  lost,  14a 

Biimr,  Ahdbbw  D.  W,  BepresentatlTe  ihim  New  Tork, 
46a 

BDOHaxaii,  Ansuw,  BepresentatlTe  bvm  Penu^lTanla,  t, 
4M. 

BvoauULX,  JAKm,  on  the  admlsBlon  of  Michigan,  70,  TS,  T8 ; 
on  the  expunging  resolution,  118;  on  the  memorial  of 
the  Colonisation  Society,  168;  on  copyright  to  foreign- 
en,  188 ;  on  trade  with  Belgium,  191 ;  reporta  on  Mexi- 
can aflUrs,  194;  Senator  from  FennsylTsnia,  839;  on 
postponing  &»  fourth  instalment,  SB4-SB6;  on  the  snb- 
Tressory,  411;  on  the  expunging  resolution,  SS6;  on 
abolition  petitions,  861;  on  Calhoun's  resoluttona,  BSS, 
689,601,608,608,600;  on  neutral  relations,  68S;  on  rela- 
tions with  Mexico,  660,  661 ;  relatlre  to  defending  tho 
Maine  boundary,  761,  T6S. 

BtiffiUo  and  Ntn  Orleant  Boad.~See  Index,  toL  1L 

BtntOH,  Samno,  BepresentatlTe  from  Tennessee,  4.  Set 
Indtx,  ToL  11. 

Burning  qfiht  Library  qfGongreM.—See  Index,  roL  K, 

Bram,  BoBXST,  Bepresentatlre  fh>m  New  Hampshire,  8. 
See  Indtx,  nd.  IS 

Buiintet  cf  the  Extra  S—ion.—'bi  the  Honse,  resoluttona 
relatlre  to,  considered,  461, 468. 

Bum,  Josi  A.,  report  on  abolition  petitions,  IB ;  repre- 
sentstiT*  ttam  North  Oarollna,  460.    <S«s /tufeo^  toL  IS. 


CAiiBOinr,  Wiuuii  B.,  BepresentatlTe  from  Massachusetts, 
8,460. 

CAisomr,  JoHS,  BepresentatlTe  trma  Kentucky,  4, 460. 

CAijcoim,  Johh  O,  on  deposita  with  the  States,  CI ;  on  an- 
expended  appropriations,  (8 ;  on  the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan, 69,  TO,  T8;  on  the  expunging  resolution,  108;  on 
printing  the  Msryland  memorial,  183;  on  the  memorial 
of  the  Colonlxatlon  Society,  168, 164;  on  oopyrlght  to 
foreigners,  188 ;  on  eonnttng  the  rotes  for  President,  186 ; 
on  liberation  of  slares  by  British  authorities,  188 ;  on  the 
distribution  qoestion,  904;  Senator  finm  South  Carolina, 
889;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  8B6;  on 
treasury  notes,  860;  on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  874;  on 
abolition  petitions,  E67,  660,  661 ;  on  Vermont  reaolu- 
Uons,  668;  on  his  alarery  resolutions,  668, 6T0, 6T1, 680^ 
681, 682 ;  on  disturbances  on  the  Northern  ih>ntier,  618; 
on  his  resolutions,  688, 684, 88^  698, 696 ;  in  reply  to  M^ 
Clay  on  abolltloa,  699, 600,  601,  601 ;  relatlre  to  his  reso- 
latlos^  606, 606, 609, 610 ;  on  the  Vermont  Anti-Slarery 
i«Solatioiis,616;  on  the  Independent  treasury,  611,641; 
on  pobllo  lands,  661 ;  on  treasury  notes,  671,  SH,  679^ 
(18;  on  the  fourth  Instalment,  708;  relatlre  to  anU- 
slarery  petitions,  TIO;  on  outside  interference  with 
slarery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  T48.  Set  Indta, 
rols.  4, 8,  6,  7,  8, 10, 11,  IS 

Oaxbuliko,  CHUjtumu,  C,  Bepresentatlre  ftvm  New 
Tork,  8 ;  on  Seminole  hostilities,  11  on  the  appropria- 
tion bill,  10;  on  surplus  rerenue,  148;  on  the  petition 
from  slsres,  171;  on  deposita  with  the  States,  811 ;  on 
ftands  for  federal  duos,  881 ;  Bepresentatirs  fh>m  New 
Tork,  460;  on  reforenoe  of  the  mesasge,  etc.,  461 ;  OB 
postponing  the  fourth  instslment,  462;  on  the  issne  of 
Tranajy  sotoi^  468;  on  mecehanto'  bonds,  464;  on 
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6or«niin«iit  TeeeiTem,  4M;  on  postponing  the  fourth 
lutslment,  469 ;  on  a  niUonil  bank,  4T9 ;  on  treuoiy 
notea,  498;  relaUre  to  the  Seminole  Vir,  61T ;  on  the 
distribution  of  books,  MO;  on  treasury  notea,  CM;  re- 
porta  a  financial  statement,  TSL    Stt  Indas,  toL  12. 

OumixL,  Josh,  EepresentatlTe  from  Sonth  Carolina,  4(0. 

Oahtbill,  Bobxbt  B.,  EepresentatlTe  fkom  Bontb  Carolina, 
t.    <Sh  Indtm,  Tol  12. 

Outrvax,  Wiixiaji  B^  BepresentatlTS  from  Tennessee, 
•  4tL 

Canadian  Sifugtu.—8t»  Indta,  vols.  2,  (L 

Canal  in  nUnoU.—Se»  Indtm,  toL  9. 

Canal  around  JlutcU  SAoaU. — Su  Indta,  ToL  9. 

Canal  jStoafc,  (ranker  <;/:— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  relative  to, 

n». 

Oakb,  Joint,  SepresontatlTe  tKsm  Indiana,  4.  St»  Indtm, 
Toll.  11,  IS. 

Oarraeeat,  BtUrftf. — St»  Jndta,  toL  4.    - 

Cxsm,  TixornT  J.,  EepresentatlTe  from  Maine,  440 ;  de- 
cease of^  058. 

Cxsm,  TTiuxuf  B.,  EepresentatlTe  fnim  Tenneaaae,  4, 
400 ;  on  the  porchase  of  books,  18 ;  on  lasses  In  Florida, 
E88. 

Caibt,  Zadoox,  BepresestatiTe  from  nilnola,  4, 4(1.  B»» 
Indm,  ToL  12. 

Onteiu,  eonffretlcnaL—St*  Indta,  vol  S,  and  tndta,  ToL 
T,  Amendmmtt  oftkt  ComtUuUon. 

CnAMsna,  Oaoson,  EepresentatlTo  from  PennsyWanla,  8. 
8m  Jndtts,  ToL  12. 

CHAUBras,  Jomr,  EepresentatlTe  fhnn  Kontneky,  4t4(0; 
on  the  Exploring  Expedition,  26T. 

CnxiriT,  JoHX,  EepresentatlTe  frxim  Ohio,  4, 4(1.  St6  In- 
<t<avToL12. 

Oiupni,  OsABAJf  H.,  EepresentatlTe  from  Nev  Tork,  & 

CupMAii,  SiOBXH,  Bepresentative  tma  Alabama,  4, 4SL 

Cliargit  d'Jjfbint,  appoirUment  of. — St»  IhdtK,  ToL  9. 

OiarUabU  Otjt(i».—Sa»  Indtee,  toI  1. 

Cnaai,  JmxiK,  <jglctal  conduet  and  trial  qf.—Sto  Jndtm, 
ToLS. 

Chbathaii,  Biokabs,  EepresentatlTe  from  Tennessee,  4(1. 

CAesopeate  and  Dttavar»  Canal.— Sit  Indta,  toL  10. 

Cbtiaptakt  Frigate,  attack  on. — 8t»  Indea,  toL  8. 

CKttaptaJct  and  Ohio  Canal.— Set  Indem,  toIs.  8,  9, 10. 

Obiuw,  TniOTaT,  EepresentatlTe  from  ITew  York,  8, 4(0. 

doelate  Land*,  eneroacKmentt  on.— Bet  Jndtm,  toL  9. 

ChoUra,  Aeiatic—See  Index,  toL  It 

CnxBT,  JoicATiuH,  EepresentatlTe  from  Maine,  4(0 ;  on  the 
Seminole  War,  (19;  decease  of;  (83;  ftineral  of,  (84, 

In  the  Honse,  a  reaolatlon  to  InTestlgmte  the  canses, 
offisred,  (85;  awfhl  tragedy  members  of  the  House  par- 
tieipated  In,  (85 ;  no  good  can  roenlt  ftt>m  the  resolu- 
tions, (35 ;  hare  either  of  the  parties  been  guilty  of  any 
moral  delinquency  T  (85 ;  Congress  has  power  to  aot  In 
reference  to  the  District  of  Colombia,  08(;  what  benefit 
can  result  from  this  Inquiry?  (86 ;  pnctlce  of  duelling 
condemned,  (86;  farther  debate,  (8( ;  resolutions  adopt- 
ed, t8(;  the  committee,  (8T. 

CLAiBonm,  Nathahixl  H.,  EepresentatlTe  from  Tlrglnla, 
8.    See  Indem,  vols.  10, 11,  IS. 

Cladoutx,  Johs  F.,  EepresentatlTe  from  Mississippi,  4, 
4(0;  on  the  decease  of  Darld  Dickson,  210 ;  on  the  ar- 
rest of  E.  M.  Whitney,  29S ;  on  the  Mississippi  election, 
(la 

Otttm  Agmcie*.—Sit  Indem,  toL  11. 

Oluk,  Johk  C,  EepresentatlTe  fh>m  Kew  Tork,  4(0;  on 
the  snb-TKasoiy,  64t 

Olask,  Wiluaji  p.,  EepresentatlTe  fh>m  PennsylTania,  S. 
See  Indem,  toL  12. 

Clat,  CLximrr  C,  Senator  from  Alabama,  839 ;  on  the  sob- 
Treasnty  UU,  44( ;  on  pre-emption,  (SO. 

Clat,  HaasT,  onth«I«ndblll,(l;  on  the  expimgliig  nio- 


lution.  111 ;  presents  the  petitloa  of  foreign  amlgraati^ 
1(1 ;  on  Incorporating  the  Qdonlzatlan  Society,  1(8 ;  «■ 
copyright  to  foreigners,  182, 184 ;  on  electioo  of  Presi- 
dent, 18( ;  on  trade  with  Belgium,  192 ;  on  Mexican  re- 
lations, 198;  on  the  President's  inaognratlaa,  SOI ;  B«>- 
ator  tmm  Kentucky,  889 ;  on  treasnty  notes,  8S0 ;  «■ 
the  sub-Tieasnry  bill,  408;  on  deceaao  of  Senator  Keat, 
644 ;  on  small  notea,  6(5 ;  on  the  attack  on  the  OaroliBa, 
E7(;  on  slarery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  CST,  Stt, 
Ml ;  on  disturbances  on  the  Korthem  fhutier,  071 ;  ea 
Calhoun's  rcsolntions,  59( ;  offers  resolutions,  698 ;  la 
reply  to  Mr.  Calhonn  on  aboUtlon,  (99,  001, 80S;  nla- 
tlre  to  Calhonn'a  resolotlona,  (06,  (07 ;  on  Oregoa  Teni- 
toty,  (23;  on  the  independent  treasury,  82(;  oa  rda- 
tions  with  Mexico,  6(0;  on  bank  notes  tor  GoTarameat 
dues, (68;  on  north-eastern  boundary, 8SS;  onthelmtt 
Instalment,  TOT ;  on  the  North  Carolina  rcaolntloBB,  ISI; 
on  silTer  coinage,  T88, 789 ;  on  petition  of  dttaeaa  at 
District  of  Columbia,  748 ;  on  the  tariff  oompromlaa,  731 
Btt  Indem,  role.  8, 4, 6,  t,  7,  S,  It 

Clattok,  Thomas,  Senator  trma  Dekware,  105,  SS>. 

CtXTBLAKS,  Jxasx  F.,  BepresentatlTe  fhnn  Oeoigla,  <,  4A 

Clert  <!f  tkt  Route.— See  Indem,  toL  !& 

Clo  wxxT,  W.  E.,  EepresentatlTe  from  South  Oiwllna.  4Ml 
iSM  IndtK,  ToL  IS. 

Cod  ntktnet.—See  Indtm,  toIs.  1,S,  and  Inif,  -nL  t, 
I>uttf. 

Coma,  Jomr,  EepresentatlTe  from  Georgia,  8;  decease  et. 
Sit    Am /wfsiii,  ToL  U 

Coin,  gold.— See  Indea,  toL  11 

Coinage,  eilver.—See  Indta,  toL  IS. 

Coint,Jbreign  tlieer.—Se*  Indtm,  toIs.  t,  T,  It 

Coua,  Waltxx,  EepresentatlTe  from  Tliglnta,  >,  4HI 

CoUeeUonDietrictt,  v>ettem.—Set  Indtm,  toL  8. 

Colombia,  mhtitttr  to.— See  Indtm,  toL  It 

OolonitaUon  Society.— Jn  the  Senate,  a  Dicmarial  pnrl>( 
the  Ineorporatlon  ot,  considered,  1(8;  motion  to  rsfcrla 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  Ut;  thk 
memorial  tends  to  Increase  the  exdtement,  1(1;  oldest 
of  the  memorisllsts,  1(8;  intarferenoe  of  the  Oorasa- 
ment  with  this  society  opposed,  1(3 ;  moTod  to  refcr  to 
a  select  committee,  1(3 ;  ftarthar  debate  on  the  qnsstlsa 
of  reference,  164, 

Motion  to  take  up  the  meoMrlal  lc(t,lSS,    Siiludtm, 
Tola,  9,  It 

CWvmMa  Blvtrj—Stt  Indem,  toIs.  T,  8,  la 

Cbnuuroe^As  Vnlttd Statie^—Sie Indtm,yiAe.\^ 

Comtneree  ^  Me  We*l.—Stt  Indtm,  toL  la 

Commerce  and  yav{gation.—la  the  Senate,  a  tsaolatlsa 
relatlTe  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Seerataiy  «f  0» 
Treasury,  67,  61. 

Compentation  cf  JTsmSers.— <Ss<  Indtm,  Tab,  i,  10 ;  Paig 
1^  Memberi, 

ObmpeneationofPreiidenteutd  Viot-Prtttittmt  Set  A- 
dem,  Tols.  1, 2. 

Cim^rest,— 24th  a^Janms,  838 ;  2Sth  eouTenea,  <8K, 

Conneatiout,  TOte  for  Prealdent  in  1836,  2Sa 

CoHKOx,  HxmT  W.,  EepresentatlTe  from  Kertk  CaraBa^ 
8,4(0.    5m /ndac,  Tols.  7,  8, 10, 11,  IS. 

ComtUuUon  not  appUeablt  to  STerrAories.— In  the  Beasts 
a  bill  to  establish  the  territorial  goTcmment  of  lawt, 
(81 ;  motion  that  the  tenure  of  oflloe  of  the  Jodgea  bs 
during  good  behsTlar,  (81 ;  inconTenlenee,  081 ;  ftalt  la 
the  constitution,  (81 ;  constitution  docs  not  extend  It 
territories,  (81 ;  motion  lost,  (81. 

Contempti,  Judiotal—Stt  Indem,  Tcd.  It 

Oonttited  Xlectton.—See  Indem,  toIs.  1,9,1. 

Contingent  J!)apeneei.—Stt  Indem,  Tcds.  S,  8. 

Contraatt,  gotemmtnt—Stt  Indtm,  toI.  8. 

Cbn(roe«r«<M  betaeen  Staiti.—Set  Indtm,  toL  0, 

OmtoySl/tlimi— St*  Jndtm,  YtLt. 
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0^pyri(fhtt  to  nrtiipiert. — In  the  Seoste,  t  memorial  from 
certain  Engllah  aatbors,  181;  Ka  t«prea«ntatlona,  18S; 
aecnritjr  of  copTrlghta  In  En^and  not  reatrloted  to 
British  BObJeets,  188;  moved  to  refer  to  the  Ubnuy 
committee,  188;  difflonlty  of  the  sabjeet,18S;  refgrred 
to  a  apecial  committee,  188 ;  ftirther  memoriala,  IIM. 
Farther  memorials,  184;  debate,  184. 
In  the  ponie,  an  inquiry  respecting  petltlona  for, 
248;  reasons,  «43. 

Oardage,  drawback  on.—St»  Iitdtm,  toL  T. 

CoBwnr,  Thovab,  BepresentatlTe  ftvm  Ohio,  4, 461.  Stt 
Indete,  vols.  11,  IS. 

Ootb  of  SuU  bv  PatmUf.—SM  IndtK,  toL  T. 

Ckaiq,  Bobkkt,  BepresentatlTe  from  Virginia,  8, 460.  Su 
Indea,  toIs.  11, 11 

Ckakxx,  Johh,  Bepresentatlre  ih>m  Nev  Tork,C,    St»  In- 

(f«9!,T0L18. 

Csiiira,  JoscPB  R.,  BepreaentatlT*  from  Ohio,  4.  <Sm  /»- 
(tee,  Tola.  10, 11, 11. 

CBuraTOH,  BoBiBT  B.,  BepreaentatiTe  fh>m  Ehode  Island, 
460. 

Okist,  Iiaao  E.,  Bepresentstire  from  Michigan,  ISO,  461 ; 
on  deposits  with  the  States,  812 ;  on  the  Maine  boun- 
dary, T66i 

Ontt  Indian  Ntjotiation Set  Indta,  toL  8. 

Orimtt  in  the  Dittrict  of  CWttmMa.— In  the  House,  a  mes- 
sage on,  264 ;  letter  ftvm  the  District  Attorney,  2B4. 

Crimee  a^/ainet  the  Vniled  8late$.—Bee  Indea,  toL  8,  Pe- 
nal Lav,  iCe. 

CumicsBf,  JoBir  3^  on  the  ibrtlflcatlon  bill,  101,  839 ;  on 
poetponing  the  fomlh  instalment,  837;  on  Cslhonn'a 
resolutions,  BM;  on  pre-emption,  620;  on  Treasury 
notes,  670.    See  Indea,  toIs.  6, 12. 

Cbookitt,  Jokx  W.,  BepreaentatiTe  from  Tennessee,  461 ; 
on  the  Treaauiy  note  bill,  611. 

Ouba,Xmigrant»  from.— Seelndem, Tolt.  Beimportanoe 
to  the  UnUed  Slate*.-8e*  tnAea,  toL  9,  Panama 
MUtton. 

Omfiberland  M^er^—Set  Indea,  toL  6. 

Oumiberland  Boat.— See  Indeca,  Tola.  S,  4,  S,  9, 10;  oad  /«• 
<2m,  Tols.  T,  8,  Approprtatton*. 

Onrrn,  Edvabd,  BepreaentatiTe  from  New  Tork,  460. 

Cdihibo,  Cam,  BepreaentatiTe  fi«m  Masaachnsetta,  8, 
460;  on  abolition  petitiona,  965;  on  the  censure  of  Mr. 
Adams,  276;  on  the  Florida  war,  466;  on  postponing 
the  fourth  instalment,  481 ;  on  the  North-eastern  bona- 
dary,  680 ;  on  the  Maine  boundary,  766. 

CcmnAit,  SAinnn.,  BepranntatiTe  from  Kew  Hampshire, 
8, 460 ;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  47S,  494. 

CimxBSBT,  Arj^un,  Senator  from  Georgia,  889;  on  abolition 
petitiona,  B60.    <Sm /iu2«ai,  toL  11. 


DaiLntaTOH,  Edvabd,  BepreientttiTe  from  PennsyWania, 

8,460. 
Batbi,  TBOHaa,  BepreaentatiTe  frun  Maine,  460. 
Datk,  Edwaio,  BepreaentatiTe  ft«m  PennsylTania,  460. 
Dam,  /oim  W.,  BepreaentatiTe  from  Indiana,  4. 
Dans,  JoBic,  on  the  decease  of  George  L.  Kinnard,  211 ; 

protests  against  the  expunging  resolution,  168 ;  on  trade 

with  Belglnm,  192;  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  889 ; 

on  abolition  petitions,  658,  659;  on  Calhoun's  leaolu- 

tlona,  689.    Be*  Indem,  Tola.  8, 9, 10, 11, 11. 
Datsok,  Wiluax  0.,  BepresentatlTe  from  Georgia,  186, 

460 ;  on  the  death  of  alley,  686. 
Doy  <^  Il«mlUatlon.—Set  Indea,  Tot.  11. 
I>ettf  and  Dumb  IneHttiUom.—Se*  Indea,  rob.  6, 8, 9, 10^ 

11. 
J>e6al<«,  RtgUter  ef.—Se*  Indea,  voli.  9, 11. 


Pebatet,  reporting  tf.—Set  Indea,  toL  I. 

Dbbxbbt,  EnmiKD,  BepresentatlTe  from  Korth  Carolina,  S, 
4«a    5M/*K{««i,ToL12. 

DxoATUB,  Mas.  SuSAH.— In  the  Bouse,  a  resolution  on  grant- 
ing a  pension  to,  258.    Bee  Index,  toIs.  9, 11, 12. 

Da  Obatt,  Jobs  J.,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  Tork,  460. 

DeUmare  and  Cheeapeake  Canal.— See  Indea,  toL  S. 

Delamare,  TOte  for  President  in  1886,  280. 

IMegateefrom  TerrUorUe.—See  Indea,  toI  1. 

DamnB,  Jom,  BepresentatlTe  ttom  Maryland,  460. 

Dbhiit,  Haimax,  BepresentatlTe  from  FonnsylTsnia,  8;  on 
deposits  with  the  Statea,  822.    See  Indea,  Tola  11,  U 

D^enedee  Jfeaturee  agatnet  Great  BrUain,  under  John 
Adamel—See  Indta,  vol.  2. 

DepoMe  vMk  the  Slate»—Va  the  Senate,  leaTC  to  introdnoe  - 
a  bill  relatlTC  to,  asked,  61 ;  the  bill,  61 ;  a  large  surplus 
will  be  in  the  Tresanry,  61 ;  what  ahall  be  done  with  it? 
61 ;  motion  to  refer  to  committee  on  finance,  62 ;  Senate 
aaked  to  croate  a  surplus  for  future  distribution,  62 ;  r*. 
forred,62. 

A  meaaags  from  the  House,  disagreeing  to  amend- 
ments to  the  fortification  bill,  204 ;  Important  amend- 
ment, 204;  Its  nature,  204;  Senate  adhere,  201 

In  the  House,  a  resolntloa  to  release  the  Statea  from 
the  reatoratlon  of  the  deposUi,  112 ;  laid  on  the  table, 
111. 

In  the  House,  a  bill  relative  to,  considered,  809;  the 
permanent  expenditures  of  the  government  doubled 
within  a  few  years,  809 ;  what  amount  of  last  year's  ap- 
propriations remain  unexpended  ?  309 ;  the  appropria- 
tions will  &11  short  during  the  ensuing  year,  810 ;  the 
amendment  recognizes  a  system  of  permanent  distriba- 
tlon,  810;  there  will  be  a  Urge  surplus,  which  it  la 
dangerous  to  leave  unemployed  in  the  hands  of  the 
government,  810;  the  distribution  principle  corrupting 
and  dangerous,  810 ;  taxation  should  be  reduced  to  th« 
wants  of  goTemment,  810. 

This  amendment  will  send  the  money  back  to  tba 
people  again,  311 ;  by  the  distrlbutlan  law  the  people  of 
the  large  States  had  been  sacrificed  to  the  Interest  of 
the  small,  811 ;  this  amendment  levies  money  for  pur- 
poses that  the  eonstitntion  dues  not  warrant,  811 ;  if  this 
measnr^  was  wise  and  proper  at  the  hut  session,  why  la 
It  not  now!  811 ;  the  last  bill  distributed  the  money  nn- 
eqnally,  niOnatly,  819;  thla  principle  wss  sanctioned  by 
fhe  last  Congress,  811 ;  operation  of  the  measure,  812 ; 
amendment  lost,  814.  • 

Amendment  renewed  In  the  Hoose,  814 ;  it  la  said 
there  will  be  no  suiplns,  814 ;  it  Is  said  the  amendment 
is  not  made  to  a  proper  bill,  814 ;  it  is  said  to  be  Im- 
proper, 814 ;  amendment  carried,  815 ;  fhrther  amend- 
mient  that  the  distribution  should  be  In  the  ntlo  of  the' 
representation,  815 ;  a  plan  conceived  and  matured  by 
the  high  taritr  party,  to  continue  their  scheme  of  In- 
justice, 816 ;  what  is  the  spectacle  we  behold  ?  B16 ;  the 
conduct  of  some  has  been  equivocal,  816 ;  the  whole 
system  contemptible,  816;  a  system  of  bargain  and  cor- 
mptlon,  817;  Injustice  will  be  done  to  distribute  on  the 
basis  of  the  representation  her^817;  shall  there  be  a 
saw  and  novel  policy  introduced  in  the  government  t 
(IT. 

Admitted  that  something  onght  to  be  done  to  remedy 
the  overflowing  treasury,  818;  the  strange  assoctaUon 
presented  on  this  floor,  818;  this  ratio  something  like 
the  semblance  of  JusUoe,  819 ;  the  policy  of  distrlbatton 
opposed  to  the  policy  of  reduction,  819 ;  the  amalgama- 
tion of  parties  in  its  fiivor,  819  the  horror  expressed  at 
Southern  gentlemen  voting  for  this  bill,  820 ;  It  Is  said 
we  are  taxing  the  people  for  distribution,  820;  ruinous 
to  call  on  the  States  for  money  deposited  with  them, 
820 ;  the  ratio  of  last  year  more  just  and  equitable  than 
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this  now  propoied,  881 ;  tbe  taaii  niMd  from  tiM  nlo 
of  Unda,  tnut  ftinda,  8S1 ;  th«  aorpliiB  ahoold  be  lo  da- 
poalted  that  ths  Statsa  oedlog  the  land  ml^t  >«oelve 
the  benellt  of  it,  SSI ;  New  Tork  ahould  not  oppoee  thla 
bUl  en  the  ground  that  the  small  Btatoa  would  reoelve 
more  than  they  were  entitled  to,  822 ;  the  banka  are  the 
"  hoiae-leechea,"  822;  why  has  the  South  been  aoifered 
to  be  so  long  plondered  by  unjust  taxation  1 828 ;  amend- 
ment lost,  828;  other  amendments,  823;  bill  ordered 
to  B  third  reading,  821.    iSm  Indm,  vol.  12. 

If^potU  Scmt».—la  tbe  Honse,  reeolntlons  relatlTe  to,  oon- 
sidsred,881.    £m /luisgg,  toL  12. 

DMtrUn,  bowUy  to.— Set  Indta,  toL  6. 

DiOKXisoH,  PmLmoir,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  Jersey, 
&    ,8m /ndsni,  ToL  12. 

DiOKms,  AsHBVsT,  elected  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  8BQ. 

DiOKXBSOH,  UAZiiOS,  lettst  on  the  tariif  o(mipn>mlae  act> 
751. 

Dicnos,  Dato),  BepresentatlTe  from  lOasisslppI,  4 ;  de- 
cease ot,  2ia 

IfiphmaUo  Addr«mt$.—St4  MUa,  Tol  >. 

XHplonuMo  Btpm»et.—8»»  IndtB,  yoL  10, 

J>tplomaUo  JnUreouru.—Ste  Indta,  toL  2;, 

JXtbvnimg  and  ^ooounMiv  Qgiotrt.—Se»  JneUx,  toL  la 

DMurttment*  <)f  PvbUc  Xonej/.—Su  Indm,  foL  T. 

JHtmal  Swamp  Canal.— Set  /ndeo,  vols.  8, 9. 

JMsfrses,  pubUc—See  Indas,  toL  12. 

XHttrOmUon  qf  JSecenxie.— In  the  House,  a  reeolation  rela- 
tive to,  offered,  20 ;  this  sutject  shonld  come  np  with 
tbe  army  bill,  20 ;  prospect  of  diminished  revenae,  20; 
fhrther  debate,  21;  preTions  qaestion,  eta,  n,—Se*  In- 
dtm,  Tol.  10. 

JDMriet  qf  Columbia. — In  the  Honse,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  corporatlona  ol^  considered,  88;  passed,  28 ;  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  28 ;  conenrred  in,  28. 

l>Uirteto/Oi>luaMa.—SMlnd«e,  Tola.  2, 8,  8,  T. 

IHvoroM  in  t&«  DUtriet  qf  ColunMa.—S»»  Initu,  Toli.  8, 
<T. 

JtometOe  jrannftioturu.—S»t  Indtm,  toL  S. 

DoBBST,  BoDXBiox,  q>polnted  8eigeant-at-«rm<  in  the- 
Honse,  Ml. 

SotrBLZDAT,  tTLTSua  F,  BepresentatlTe  fkwn  New  Tork, 
8. 

J>raubaet  on  S^/hud  Sugar.— St*  Adta,  toC  10,  J)uUei 
onlmportt. 

DBOHOooia,  OioMB  C,  BepresentatlTe  fb>m  Virginia,  8, 
480 ;  on  the  deposit  banks,  19. 

l>»tlUng,—lB.  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  prohibit  tbe  giving  or 
aooepting  a  challenge  in  the  District  Introduced,  088; 
motlTca  tor  Introducing  the  bill,  488 ;  dlfflonlty  of  ob- 
taining witnesses  to  be  proTlded  for,  65T ;  such  law  shonld 

•  be  passed  as  would  be  executed,  657;  law  of  Missouri, 
{57;  features  of  the  bill,  658;  amendment  lost,  658; 
other  amendments,  658 ;  lost,  656 ;  bill  ordered  to  the 
third  reading,  659. 

IhuiBing,  OanibUng,  etc—Stt  Indea,  vols.  6, 11. 

DoiOAX,  Alxzasdeb,  BepresentatlTe  fh>m  Ohio,  461 ;  on 
postponing  the  Iborth  instalment,  47L 

Bvioaf, 'WiuuH  C,  BepresentatlTe  fh)m  Tennessee,  4; 
on  the  deposits  wlA  the  Btate^  212;,    &« /itdeig,  toL  12. 

Dnm,  Qmnoi  H.,  BepresentatlTe  from  Indiana,  461. 

JMUt,  di»erb»iaaUng.—Stt  Tndta,  toL  10. 

JhMti  on  Importt.—ln  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  reduce  the  du- 
ties on  certain  imports,  considered,  197;  a  resolution 
relatlTe  to  moneys  rocelTed  for  duties,  719;  hlstorlosl 
statement  of  the  prellmlnsriea  of  the  compromise  act, 
751;  remarks  by  Senators  acting  In  the  matter,  7S2. 
,8^ /luftfc,  Tols.  1,  8,  8,  4, 5,  6,  7, 8, «,  10^  11, 11 

D%Mm  on  Tonnaii».—Stt  Tndta,  toL  1. 

DvtUt,  TaoH,  ttc,  aboUUon  <if.—St»  Indtm,  tqL  10. 


JCiMeaHon,  eommtUtt  on.— Sit  Indtm,  toL  Kk 

EswAxns,  NoriAic,  addrttt  qf.—Stt  Indta,  roL  & 

EswAxns,  JoBK,  BepreaentatiTe  frem  New  Toik,  4(0. 

Enrax,  YALEHTim,  BepresentaUTS  tnm  Mew  York,  & 

EltaUon  qfjyttidtnt,  etc— In  the  Beoata,  arvidntioa  r^bs* 
tiTe  to  the  mode  ot  oonnttng  the  Totea,  J72\  Inqoln  If 
any  eleeton  were  ineligible,  172;  report,  184;  tbe  mas- 
ner  of  proceeding  preecrlbed,  18S ;  debate  idiUiTe  to  tha 
Tote  of  Michigan,  185, 186 ;  Totea  counted,  18(. 

JSeoMon  4riV«<den(.— &« /adeav  ToL  1,  and  JiMlaa^  ToL(^ 
Prettdtiuiai  BteUon. 

Xledoral  Yottfin  PretidtnL-Stt  Indtm,  toL  la 

BUf/OMUn  (/  a  BetidtKt  in  WatlUnglon  to  a  Stat  4m  O* 
Bimteflvin  MattaeAuttUt^-Stt  Jndtx,  toL  T 

Elmobb,  F.  H.,  BepresentatlTe  fttim  South  Oanltna,  4Wk 

anbarvo.—SttJitdtu,  toIsl  8, 4, 6^  and  tndtm,  toL  1,  Onat 
Britain. 

JBtUgrantt,  ferMgn — In  the  Senate,  a  ranonatranea  nto- 
Uto  to  the  introduction  of  Soman  Cathtdle  emlgmot^ 
oflbred,  161- 

XnMiauiKtt,  tnanragtmtnt  qf.—Ste  Indtm,  toL  & 

Etams,  Obobob,  BepresentatlTe  trom  Maine,  <,  4(0;  oo  the 
censure  of  Mr.  Adama,  281 ;  on  the  decease  of  Timothy 
J.  Carter,  658;  on  the  north  esatsm  boundary,  OT.  St 
Indtm,  TolSL  10, 11, 12. 

ErBBBtT,  Hobacb,  BepreaentatlTS  fromTermoat,  8,460; 
on  the  case  of  James  Brown,  946;  on  rdaaidngnotasof 
the  United  States  Bank,  807;  on  the  Florida  War,  4H; 
ona  national  bank,  479;  on  the  Semlnde  War,  (19;  oa 
TermontAntl-SlaTcry  resolutions,  742.  iSMiMai^Tola. 
10,11,12. 

Ewno, Tboius,  on  th*  Tiessnry  Circular, 57;  on  the  ad> 
mission  of  Mlrblgan,  71, 7T;  on  the  ezponging raaalB- 
tlon,I48.    A«JiKi«a),T0la.ll,12. 

Ewnre,  Jomt,  BepresentatlTe  from  Indiana,  4SL  JSm  A> 
dtm,  ToL  12;, 

XacJtang*  cf  StodU.—Stt  Indtm,  toL  T. 

Xxciteon  Ltquort.— Set  Indtm,  r<i».\,i. 

AmcuMcs  Adminita'ation.—ln  the  House,  a  reaohitloa  of 
inquiry  relative  to  the  manner  in  which  the  bnstaoaa  ot 
the  departments  had  been  conducted,  eoaaidered,  SU; 
the  laat  message  of  Andrew  Jackson,  212;  who  la  bat 
212;  his  career,  218;  conduct  as  President,  214;  eom- 
mltted  many  grleTona  errora,  216 ;  Instama  ot  Comno- 
dns,  216;  the  aoU  of  the  President  saactkMd  by  tha 
people,  216;  Tislt  to  Tennessee,  216;  anecdotea,  Sl(; 
the  worst  as  well  as  the  last  message,  217;  eondltiOB  ot 
the  departments,  217 ;  Is  It  tme  or  lUae  that  tho  Tsiiow 
EzeoutlTe  departments  hsTc  been  oondnoted  with  abil- 
ity and  integrity  ?  218;  thatis  the  issue, 218;  let  no  one 
accuse  me  of  commendng  an  attack  on  the  ooming  Ad- 
mlnistntion,  218 ;  resolution  adopted,  219l 

The  reeolution  predicated  on  a  daaae  of  tbe  Prast* 
dent's  Messsge,  219 ;  compliment  to  the  membei*  of  the 
Cabinet,  219;  all  the  aul^ects  contemplated  for  iBTCsti- 
gation  are  proTlded  fi>r  by  the  House  oommltteea,  219 ; 
report  at  the  last  seaaion,  220;  this  is  to  be  an  eo>  pari* 
proceeding,  220;  what  are  the  spedflcatlona?  SU; 
amendment  offered,  221. 

Is  the  gentleman  from  Bbode  Island  pat  tewaid  as 
the  champion  of  Andrew  Jackson  >  221 ;  did  the  Presi- 
dent write  the  laudatory  paragraph!  221;  it  iasatdtUa 
iUTestigatlon  ia  unneoesaary,  223 ;  is  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  appropriate  to  make  such  nTsmlio 
tionsr  322  ;  trial  of  Beuben  M.  Whitney,  322 ;  tbe  Tiait 
to  Tennessee,  228 ;  it  Is  said,  why  not  moTe  an  Impsaeh- 
ment  otthe  Presidentr  228;  it  is  said  this  ia  oqulTaleat 
to  an  impeachment,  224;  all  we  ask  la,  that  a  committee 
ahould  examine  the  archivea,  tveorda,  and  papen  of  tbs 
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GorenuiMiit  In  all  the  doputmenta,  and  report,  824 ;  It  I 
would  be  to  deny  thoae  offloara  a  trial  aoootdlng  to  the  | 
Btriet  mlas  of  erimloal  law,  tU;  Anther  del>ate,  nt, 
227. 

Vhat  1*  the  relation  that  Andrew  Jackson  hean  to 
the  tepreMntativaa  of  the  people  t  828 ;  no  precedent  to 
JnstUy■achameaaar^a2S,880;  Itahher  debate,  281, 238, 
888 ;  neither  aboae  nor  oormptioDe  will  b«  found  exlatlng 
in  any  department,  2ST ;  the  relentleaa  oppoeition  ex- 
hiMted,  288 ;  patiiotlam  of  the  Preaident,  288 ;  impoaal- 
ble  to  foreaee  the  character  of  Yan  Boren'a  admlnietra- 
tlon,  2SV ;  we  are  charged  with  being  Influenced  by  the 
•polls,  232;  who  are  the  Monda  of  the  banker  28«;  the 
charge  of  increaaed  annual  expenditure,  840 ;  charge  of 
cormptlon,  240 ;  this  Houae  aiaalled,  840 ;  who  rules  the 
<^paeltion?  240 ;  who  complalna  of  the  Preeldent  ?  341; 
the  nation  has  approved  the  cunraa  of  the  President,  841 ; 
what  la  to  be  the  fhtnre  r  241 ;  Tan  Buren  charged  as 
an  usurper,  242;  the  oppoeition  contributed  to  make 
him  President,  242;  the  Owlnn  letter,  842;  anppose  the 
Preaident  was  IhTorable  to  Mr.  Yan  Buren,  was  them 
any  thing  wrong  In  this  ?  848 ;  how  made  a  candidate, 
S4S;  practices  uaed  to  defeat  him,  848. 

'What  doea  the  original  resolution  propose  t  851 ;  no 
precedent  tor  this  moTcment  In.  parliamentary  history, 
Sn ;  a  repetition  of  old  charge*,  851 ;  the  Exeentlre  Is 
charged  as  baring  broken  every  pledge,  852 ;  corrtiptlon 
■aid  to  exist,  252;  allnslons  to  the  President,  252;  how 
hope  that  the  people  will  attend  to  your  charges,  258; 
the  approaching  administration  Is  said  to  be  the  triumph 
of  the  New  York  system,  858;  original  resolution  con- 
curred In,  254. 

JbeouMm  Department— St*  Jndea,  toL  1. 

JBneuUte  Government  for  thirteenth  Presidential  term, 
889. 

StemMvt  Patronage.— Set  />Kf cas,  toL  13. 

AmcvMcs  Pouere-See  Indtm,  toL  8L 

SipatriaUtm.—See  Indem,  vols.  8, 5,  t. 

SeptdlUim  againet  Porto  Rico.— See  IndeK,  toL  T. 

Bapenditaree,  reduction  qf.—8*»  Indeee,  toI.  T. 

IkpUrtng  XbBpedUion.—lik  the  Boose,  the  q>propr<atlon 
Ibr,  considered,  856;  motion  to  reduce  the  amount  86(1; 
a  fHgato  should  not  be  employed,  868;  the  law  of  the 
last  session  aathorized  small  Tessel^  86T ;  Impression  on 
barbarians,  258 ;  the  bill  making  appropristiona  to^  con- 
sidered, 862;  this  expedition  not  in  existence,  WW;  a 
aeparats  appropriation  ahould  b«  made,  862;  flz  tlie  time 
when  it  diould  aall,  DM;  amendment  as  to  offloering 
the  expedition  lost,  658.    /S^  Jiuisa),  rols.  10, 18. 

Mbprntging  tA»  Joamak—Bee  Indea,  toI.  & 

tkpmtttnfi  BeeoMlon—ln  the  Senate,  notice  ol^  5T ;  of- 
fered, 65;  the  resolution  considered,  88;  three  years 
■Inoe  notloo  was  given,  82 ;  views  of  Preeldent  Yan  Bn- 
ren,  100;  the  will  of  the  people,  100;  a  view  of  the  ad- 
miniatration  of  President  Jackson,  101 ;  state  of  our  for- 
eign relationa,  101 ;  aflUrs  at  home,  102;  eonstitntlon 
vindicated  IVom  an  Imputation  of  more  than  forty  years, 
108;  the  true  theory  and  practical  Intent  of  the  oonsti- 
tatbm  shown  to  the  country,  108;  remoyal  of  the  pub- 
lic money  from  the  bank,  106;  wisdom  of  the  trescnry 
order,  104;  dlfllenlty  with  Fnnee,  104;  he  came  into 
offloe  the  Unt  of  generals  and  goes  oat  the  flist  of  statee- 
meo,  104 ;  his  confldence  in  the  dlaceniment  and  equity 
of  the  American  people,  106. 

How  was  the  original  resolution  passed?  lOt;  it  has 
iUled  of  lis  object,  108 ;  the  President  tried  and  con- 
demned without  form,  108;  he  has  not  been  tried  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  eonstltation,10T;  every 
.  legislative,  exeontlve,  and  Judicial  body  has  a  right  to 
strike  out,  alter,  erase,  and  correct  its  records,  lOT. 
The  passage  of  this  reaohition  foreseen,  lOT;  changeln 

Vouxm.— 60 


pnblio  aenttmest,  lOT ;  Ylrginia  Joined  the  ftinoral  pro- 
cession, 108. 

Important  amendment,  108. 

The  meesure  jnopceed  is  a  violation  of  the  cosatitu- 
tioB,108;  if  yon  may  expunge  a  part,  yon  may  expnnge 
the  wbtde,  108 ;  interposition  of  Exeontlve  power  has 
made  the  change  here,  108;  what  is  the  pretext  for  this 
enormity  r  102;  a  destiny  in  this  thing,  108;  every 
proposition  of  the  original  naolntloo  true.  111 ;  the 
questions  involved  in  the  original  reaolntioii,  118; 
position  in  which  the  treasniy  stood  previous  to  1888, 
112;  inveetlgatlon  of  the  condition  of  the  bank  In  1888, 
112;  appointment  of  Hr.  Dnane,  118;  power  of  the 
Presldsnt  for  this  act,  118 ;  no  necessity  for  the  removal 
of  the  deposits,  114;  assumption  of  power  by  the  Presi- 
dent, 114;  powers  of  the  Senate,  114;  impeachment, 
115;  has  not  the  Senate  power  to  remonstrate  againataa 
Execotlvo  usurpation  f  115 ;  if  not,  what  are  the  conse- 
quences 7  116 ;  precedent  in  France,  116 ;  precedent  la 
Pennsylvania,  118;  what  patriotlo  purpose  la  to  be  ac- 
complished by  this  resolution  t  IIT,  lia 

A  more  grave  snd  solemn  quesUon  rarely  presented 
to  the  Senate,  118;  who  was  the  President?  lit;  the 
original  resolution  is  nqjnst,  119, 120;  it  is  nnconstitu- 
tloual,  121, 128, 188;  had  the  Senate  any  power  to  adopt 
such  a  resolntion  ?  184 ;  do  the  Senate  poaaeaa  the  power 
of  expunging  £rom  their  Journals  ?  126 ;  the  word  "  keep," 
126 ;  the  word  "  expunge  "  the  appropriate  one,  188 ;  au- 
thority of  Ur.  Je Arson,  188;  action  In  Uaasaehusetti, 
123. 

What  is  it  we  are  called  npoa  to  do?  180;  terms  of 
the  resolntion,  180;  the  word  "expunge,"  181 ;  has  the 
Senate  any  snch  power  over  its  journal  ?  181 ;  Intention 
of  the  Journal,  188 ;  there  are  matters  of  Ikct  of  which 
the  Journal  la  the  higheat  evidence,  188 ;  the  iVienda  of 
the  Presldsnt  should  preserve  the  resolntion  as  a  mono- 
ment  of  reproach  to  those  who  participated  in  the  meas- 
nre,  188;  reasons  offered  for  the  adaption  of  this  ex- 
panging  reeolntion,  133;  eight  olfored  by  the  mover, 
184;  it  la  the  inherent  right  and  property  of  every  dellb- 
erative  aaeemhly  to  have  and  express  opinions  wUch 
can  be  done  only  by  resolution,  185 ;  the  rigjit  to  pass 
the  original  resolution  unquestionable,  188;  passage  of 
the  original  resolution  regretted,  188 ;  the  qnesUon  one 
of  power  to  expunge  the  Journal,  188;  Itiaaaldthereso- 
lation  oontslned  impeachable  matter,  IST. 

This  no  ephemeiBl  transaction,  18T ;  preamble  ptjee- 
tionable,  137 ;  advice  to  ajudge  in  the  British  provinces, 
187;  the  constitntion  has  not  laid  down  any  restriction 
applicable  to  the  present  eaae,  188 ;  an  assumption  to 
ssy  that  the  Senate  impeached  the  President,  188;  the 
act  not  uneonstitatlonai,  188 ;  the  resolutiott  ought  to  be 
expunged  for  its  impropriety,  its  dangenns  tendaaey, 
its  iqjostiee,  and  its  iUsehood,  189 ;  Its  Impropriety,  189; 
its  dangerous  tendency,  140;  its  iqjnstlce,  140;  its  ftlse- 
hood,  140;  the  Exeontlve  power,  141 ;  the  right  of  re- 
moval of  the  daporits,  141 ;  the  privilege  and  doty  of 
the  Preeldent,  142 ;  the  act  a  stn^  of  generalship  which 
causes  the  laurels  of  New  Orleans  to  look  pale,  148 ;  a 
master  stroke,  148;  th*  voloe  «S  the  pet^le  has  oom- 
msnded  ns  to  expaoge,  148. 

We  abandon  no  groand  w*  have  assumed  and  hereto- 
fore sustained,  144;  character  of  the  resolntlo&  of  1884, 
144 ;  power  of  Congress  to  place  the  pabllc  treason  out 
of  the  Immediate  control  of  the  President,  145;  the  Ex- 
eentlvc  power,  146;  the  aot  of  removal  was  against  law, 
148;  details ofaflUrs,  148;  dnty  and aoUon  of  theltank 
oflhMB,  14T;  ehargea  examined,  147,  148 ;  the  removal 
waa  In  vlofattlon  of  the  constitntion,  149 ;  truth  at  the 
statement  in  the  resolution,  148 ;  our  right  to  spread  It 
on  the  record,  149;  why  was  It  improper  ot  iadeUcate 
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toputtU*  radntiaiit  Ut;  the  Senmte hu » tight  to 
aaaert  ita  own  powers,  14>;  it  if  objected  to  u  eonehed 
In  temuofcensoniiUO;  orer^  thing  that  ou  eallst  the 
popnlir  ear  resorted  to  In  order  to  enettln  this  proposed 
■et,  ISO;  it  is  ssld  the  Senate  la  meielj  called  upon  to 
njndge  its  own  Jostloe,  161 ;  the  majority  ahonid  well 
eonatder  this  sot,  161 ;  ftirtlier  debate,  169: 

Protest  of  the  Massaehnaetta  Senators,  168. 

The  leaoIaUoh  to  ezpange,  IK. 

Its  adoption,  16<;  its  execntlon,  160;  dlstnrbame  in 
the  galleries,  ISA ;  the  disturber  talcen  into  custody,  167 ; 
broogfat  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  16T;  remarks,  167; 
diacharged,  167. 

A  reeolnUon  to  ezpange  the  ezpnnging  reaolnUon  of- 
feied,66«.    8*»Indtt),y<i.VlL, 


Tionwto,  Jomr,  BepresentaUTO  firom  Maine,  8, 4W;  pre- 
sents a  slarery  petition,  6 ;  teatlmony  tn  the  ease  of 
B.  U.  Whitney,  OS;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, 47<;  on  the  deoeAe  of  I.  Clllejr,  (8S;  on  the 
csnaea  of  the  death  of  Cllley,  <S5;  reaigns  hla  seat  in 
theHoasa,7UL 

TaiuiM  Ball  Suoluttotu.—Set  Indn,  roL  11, 

tAXia,  DmuT,  Bepresentatlve  £rom  New  Tork,  ft, 

FAnraoioa,  Jamb,  BeprseentatlTe  Itom  New  Hampshire, 
4»». 

Taimral  JiideM.—St  Indea,  toIs.  4, 6,  and  Indat,  toIs.  S, 
S,  AmendmeiUt  o/  Us  OmtUtutUHK 

TaiMO**,  IbLi.A«>,  Bepresentatlve  fimn  New  York,  4<0 ; 
•n  the  neotrality  bill,  488 ;  on  the  decease  of  William 
Patterson,  70O.    S*6  Indtm,  toL  11. 

FkuMdal  Ajfttirt.—ln  the  Senate,  Tarioos  billa  relatire  to, 
reported,  S61. 

Thtemetal  PoUey.—la  tlie  Senate,  resolntlons  offered,  716, 

Jtaoneial  Aatsnient,— In  the  Honse,a  report  on  the  finances 
of  tlie  Qovemment,  7S1 ;  the  report,  TBI,  782,  788, 

JVretoJTMe  rank— In  the  8enate,abUl  for  the  relief  of 
the  snABrers  by,  S74 ;  the  bill,  874. 

/1ago/a»  DhiUdState:—Se»Indta,yoLl. 

rtagff  Lttttr,  7%t,4tB. 

TiMtCBMB,  Isaac,  BepresentatlTe  IWnn  Vermont,  4(0. 

FunoHXB,  BioHARD,  Bepresentatlre  trma  llassachuetts, 
480;  on  the  Treasory  Note  Mil,  608. 

tioHda  ITar.— In  the  Hoose,  a  rosolatlon  of  inquiry  rela- 
tlre  to  the  delays,  Ac.,  offered,  486;  comii\lttee  to  sit 
daring  the  leceas,  486;  eoald  not  begin  sooner,  486; 
great  errors  committed,  486 ;  no  blame  on  the  Secretary 
at  War,  4(6;  this  department  no  cause  to  tar  InTcstl- 
gatlon,  488;  the  conduct  (tf  this  war  a  blot  on  our  repu- 
tation, 488 ;  lexdutlon  modified  to  Include  the  eausea  as 
well  ss  the  iUInres  In  the  war,  488. 

A  resolution  of  inquiry  respecting,  offered,  614 ;  sub- 
ject under  iUTestigatlan  in  various  ways,  614 ;  no  ne- 
cessity, 616;  causes  of  lUlnre  examined,  683;  Investiga- 
tion as  necessary  now  as  at  any  time,  616 ;  the  commit- 
tee 69B,  616 ;  explanation  of  General  Jasnp's  action, 
641. 

Xosssr  <».— Beport  in  fiiTor  of  remuneration  for  losses, 
BSS;  remarks,  683. 

A  Mil  maldsg  appropriation  for  the  suppression  ol^ 
eonsidered,  617 ;  indispensable  this  bill  should  be  passed 
without  delay,  817 ;  UU  committed,  817 ;  a  general  ap- 
pnipriatlou  for  the  expenditures  of  the  Indian  service, 
<17 ;  wss  this  the  way  appropriations  should  be  made  1 
«l7;  the  war  based  on  a  solemn  treaty  made  with  the 
Indians,  818 ;  It  Is  ssld  the  people  of  Florida  are  ftitten- 
Ing  on  the  appropriations,  618 ;  treachery  of  the  Semi- 
solaa,  818;  pecnllarUy  of  the  war,  818;  policy  of  the 
■QoTensMBt  humane,  6ll ;  amendmant  moved,  (11. 


Amendment  moved  to  the  appcoprlaUon  bm,  ralsktv* 
to  payment  for  lost  horses,  7S8, 

.irmsd  OeesipaMoK.— In  the  Senate,  a  bUl  rdattv*  ta^ 
conaidered,  748 ;  motion  to  postpone  lost,  744. 

Florida  4^Urt.—8»»  Indtm,  y6L  T.  Oimal—£e»  Jndm, 
vol  &  CXoinM.— ,Sss  Tndem,  vols.  10,  II,  11.  Oo—rm 
meat  iif.—Sta  Indtm,  vol.  i.  /SIpanUlk  Tftati/;  Oeeu- 
paUon  <tf.*-8tt  Indtm,  vaL  4.  PunAatt  qf.—St*  M- 
dtm,  voL  S.     Wrteitr*.—Stt  Indtm,  roL  S, 

foeCt  BttdhMon^Stt  Indtm,  voL  10,  Pvblie  Lamd*. 

fonign  IBnUttn,  almtt  qf  PrMltge.—Stt  Indtm,  rtA.  & 

Forttgn  BtUMont^Stt  Indtm,  vols.  4, 6. 

Fortii;n«r*,ptltlion»/nm rSse  Indtm,  voL  8. 

Fousns,  Jomr  B.,  Bepresentatlve  fh>m  Tennessee,  4. 
iSM7iuIea:i,voLll. 

Fori{/le<Mon  BOk—ln  the  Senate,  a  bin  making  proviadoa 
for  the  collection  of  matorials,  considered.  111 ;  ftntlier 
information  deaired,  HI ;  carrying  out  the  plan  of  Oea- 
eral  Bernard,  111;  bill  passed.  111. 

In  the  House,  a  bill  relatire  to,  considered,  MS; 
amendment  containing  the  deposit  clause  struck  eat  by 
the  Senate,  888 ;  shall  we  abandon  oar  views  of  pohUo 
duty?  888;  shall  we  suffer  a  snrplus  to  remain  in  tlie 
treasury  7  884 ;  House  disagree,  834;  Senato  insiat,  Wa; 
Honae  refOse  to  recede,  889 ;  report  of  committee  of 
oonliBrence,  886;  debate,  838;  Hoose  adhere,  K7.  Sm 
Indtm,  vol  \% 

Fosm,  BrHKAiv  H,,  Senator  lW>m  Tennessee,  88S. 

FosTXB,  HncBT  A.,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  York,  4(0, 

FourO,  /MtafaMnt— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  for  the  poatpoo*- 
ment  o^  nported,  8S1 ;  read  a  second  time,  861 ;  called 
here  at  an  extraordinary  emergency,  831;  neeessUy  for 
nlie(  868 ;  three  evils  under  which  the  eammunlty  sof- 
fors,  361;  tills  meosun  proposed  in  order  to  provide  tat 
the  wants  of  Oovemment,  861 ;  a  questioD  of  ezpe- 
dieucy  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  sapidy  the 
wants  of  the  tressury  tnm  other  meana,  SS8 ;  it  b  meat 
convenient,  863;  wliat  aurt  of  notes  docs  the  Secrstai]r 
propose  to  issue  r  86S. 

The  state  of  the  treasury,  8C8;  money  moat  be  bor- 
rowed to  make  out  a  part  of  thia  instalment  if  paid, 
864;  If  Congress  insist  upon  this  tnuufor.  It  maat  «>- 
thorize  a  loan  to  do  it,  864;  dexterity  tl  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  in  extricating  hlms^  ftam  din- 
catty,  864;  ftets  in  regard  to  this  bill,  864 ;  the  deposit 
law  a  bare  transfer  of  the  deposits,  865;  are  we  Wnsd 
on  principle  to  deposit  this  fourth  Instalment  7  8S6;  Ow 
law  of  1816  on  treaaory  notes,  866;  this  pos^MaenMBt 
ought  to  be  made,  868;  another  era  had  now  ariaen.83<; 
amendment  offered,  868;  would  diange  the  eaacntial 
prlndplas  and  terms  ef  the  deposic  act,  868;  carried, 
868. 

Hlstoiy  of  the  deporit  act,  867;  batter  to  entofl 
expenditures  than  to  stop  ths  payment  of  this  inital 
ment,  867 ;  the  States  have  already  made  a  diapositisa 
of  the  money,  867 ;  letrendimant  ought  to  be  sxafsisad, 
867. 

No  power  to  tlw  eonstitution  to  raiae  money  for  Iks 
mare  purpose  of  depositlDg  vrtth  the  several  Slates,  198; 
it  would  by  the  foundation  of  a  new  national  debt,  ISS ; 
for  wliat  does  the  eonstitution  authorize  ns  to  bccivw 
money  r  858;  voracious  character  of  the  surplus  tftM, 
866;  Congress  vrtll  never  make  any  reqoisition  for  tkis 
money,  868;  bill  passed,  86(1 

In  the  House,  a  bill  to  postpone  the  payment  tt, 
reported,  481;  the  1)111  to  pos^ione  oon^derad,  (M; 
the  otijeet  of  all  thiwe  UIls  is  to  estahUah  a  UuMij 
bank,  4(8;  this  bill  origlnataa  In  the  hostlU^  of  tka  A4- 
minlstntian  to  the  deport  law,  4(7;  are  the  expaadl- 
tures  of  this  Oovemment  to  be  restrlctad  now  orevar  f 
4(7;  state  of  Oa  tnwory,  4<7 ;  have  not  the  I 
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qaind  rights  nnder  tbe  act  of  1888,  Tbleh  CongrMs 
cannot  annul  f  4«T;  shall  va  sot  aboat  enrtaillng  ez- 
tmragance  ?  408  J  exttaordlnaiy  expendltona  oftha  but 
year,  4S8;  to  continoa  this  act  will  create  a  debt,  its. 

The  treasary  bank  Blieady  established,  489 ;  expendl- 
tares  of  tho  OoTemmeat,  488;  a  defldencf  in  ou 
means,  489. 

A  clear  contract  vas  formed  between  the  States  and 
tho  OoTemment  by  the  aot  of  1888,  4T0;  the  President 
proposes  nothing  for  the  relief  of  the  people,  4T0 ;  the 
plan  Is  to  make  this  a  hard-money  OoTemment,  4T0 ; 
It  will  Incrcoso  execntlTe  patronage,  4TD ;  the  beginning 
of  a  new  system,  4T1 ;  amendment  moved,  471, 

Shall  the  Qoremment  borrow  money  and  pay  this  In- 
stalment? 471 ;  does  the  GoTemmcnt  wont  tht  money  ? 
471 ;  state  of  tho  treasnry,  4T1 ;  Is  It  good  policy  to  de- 
posit this  money  when  Uie  OoTCmment  needs  It  r  471 ; 
expectation  bas  been  raised  on  the  part  of  the  States 
that  the  transfer  would  be  made.  It  Is  said,  47H;  how  Is 
tho  amonnt  to  be  nUsed?  472;  the  qaestlon  Is— shall  we 
borrow  money  to  deposit  with  the  States?  478;  It  Is 
said  to  be  a  qaestlon  of  ftlth,  478;  It  Is  said,  the  expen- 
ditures can  bo  so  reduced  as  to  pay  this  Instalment, 
478. 

Does  any  one  pretend  this  instalment  shall  never  be 
pald?4T4;  can  It  be  withheld  without  the  consent  of 
the  States?  474;  what  are  the  obligations  resting  on 
Congress,  In  the  relation  which  It  holds  to  the  States, 
relative  to  the  payment  of  this  Instalment?  474;  the 
law  of  13S8,  474;  the  proposition  made,  475;  the  re- 
sponse, 475;  a  deliberate  contract  between  Independent 
aoTerelgnties,  475. 

This  act  Is  not  a  contract,  as  has  been  pretended,  475 ; 
expiration  of  the  law,  4T5 ;  is  the  fund  necessary  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Ooremment?  478;  It  Is  atld  the 
States  hare  acquired  a  vested  right  In  It,  478;  If  a  eon- 
tract.  Is  It  binding  and  valid  ?  478 ;  a  gratuitous  bailment 
to  the  States  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  477 ; 
those  who  oppose,  pervert  the  purposes  of  the  deposit 
act,47T. 

'Wisdom  and  policy  of  the  deposit  law,  478;  no  dell- 
elency  of  resoorces,  4T8;  the  States  will  receive  this 
fhnd  in  bank  bills,  but  the  Oovemment  in  eoln,  4TS, 

Opposition  of  the  last  administration  to  the  measures 
recommended  In  the  Message,  480 ;  the  State  bank  sys- 
tem on  the  collection  of  the  revenue  In  eda  Is  tho  true 
Issue,  480;  the  bank  system  has  been  adopted  fh>m  the 
foundation  of  the  Oovemment,  480;  not  a  bill  simply 
to  withhold  the  fourth  instalment,  480;  the  Oeneral 
Oovemment  no  adverse  or  paramount  ri^ts  In  this 
fhnd  to  the  people,  481 ;  right  that  the  people  ahould 
have  any  surplns  collected,  481 ;  It  Is  said  there  Is  no 
surplus,  TSl ;  the  clause  of  the  deposit  set  possesses 
all  the  features  of  a  contract,  431 ;  we  are  asked  to 
break  this  contract,  483 ;  and  In  order  to  help  the  ad- 
mlnistriitlon  out  of  difllculttes,  482;  divorce  of  bank 
and  State  no  new  question,  482 ;  sub-Treasuries,  488 ; 
comparative  safety  of  bank  deposits,  488;  the  true  Is- 
sue, 483;  amendment  r^eeted  in  committee,  484;  ob- 
ject of  the  bQl,  488;  are  there  no  other  means  of  re- 
plenishing the  treasury  f  488 ;  why  is  then  a  deficiency 
in  the  treasury  ?  4S8;  the  proposition  to  separate  the  In- 
terests of  the  Government  tram  the  people,  4ST ;  com- 
petent for  Government  to  create  In  the  form  of  laws, 
contracts  binding  on  It,  487;  what  Is  the  nature  and 
spirit  of  tho  act  of  1888?  487;  the  history  of  that  act, 
4S8;  what  action  by  the  States  ensued  the  passage  <J 
that  law  ?  489 ;  what  Is  the  necessity  alleged  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  assumed  by  this  bm  ?  489. 

Is  the  nation  bound  by  contract  to  deposit  this  money 
with  the  BUtes?  4M;  objects  of  the  set  of  1888;  4M; 


what  was  the  oonsidention,  and  whan  was  the  oontrset 
consummated  ?  490. 

A  change  come  over  the  spirit  of  our  dream,  490;  eo- 
tostraphe  has  ooms  and  overwhelmed  us,  401 ;  origin  of 
the  deposit  messuro,  491 ;  It  Is  not  intsnded  the  States 
shall  sver  receive  this  Instalment,  499;  the  bill  is  In  aid 
of  the  sub-Treasury  scheme,  491;  how  can  conserva- 
tives vote  for  this  bill,  whleh  Is  part  of  a  system  of  war- 
fiife?  499 ;  "banks  on  the  hip,"  499;  the  Flagg  letter, 
498 ;  the  evil  which  Oeneral  Jackson  did  lives  after 
him,  498. 

Previous  question  put,  494 ;  bin  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  494 ;  motion  to  reoonaider,  49& 

Tho  provisions  of  the  aot  of  1888  an  peculiar,  4(6; 
what  wUl  be  the  result  of  deHntlng  this  bill?  49S;  the 
three  instalments  must  be  called  bade,  495;  to  execute 
the  law,  the  Secretary  must  draw  contributions  tlrom 
the  States,  to  distribute  back  again,  495 ;  ftarther  re- 
marks, 496 ;  motion  to  reconsider,  carried,  494 ;  amend- 
ments, «9T ;  bin  passed,  497.  . 
In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  farther  postpone  the  payment 
oi;  eonsldsnd,  70T ;  will  not  one  year's  farther  post- 
ponement be  sufSctent?  T07;  moved  to  postpone  to 
January  1st,  1840,  708 ;  postponement  can  do  no  barm, 
T08;  cheek  the  Boose  In  its  expenditures,  T06;  nowpio- 
posed  to  raise  a  ravenue  for  the  purpose  of  distribution, 
T08;  efllect  of  the  act  foratsld,  to  break  the  deposit 
banks,  or  compel  them  to  crush  their  creditors,  708 ; 
what  was  the  elfoot  of  the  motion  under  consideration? 
T09;  raising  money  for  distribution  unoonstitotiona], 
nO;  the  original  blU  was  not  a  distribution  act,  710; 
distribution  ncommended  three  times  by  President 
Jackson,  710;  the  principle  contended  for  was  deposit 
with  the  Stotea,  when  the  Oovemment  could  eom- 
mand  it  when  wanted.  Til;  President  Jackson  qnes- 
tioned  the  oonstltntlonal  power  of  the  Oovemment  to 
rolso  money  for  any  such  act.  Til ;  economy  of  Adsns' 
administration,  713;  further  debate,  T18,  TU;  bill  post- 
poned, T1& 

Fovi.ra,  8Ainm.,Bepressntatlve  from  New  Jersey,  &  8$» 
ifutan,  vol.  18. 

Jflranet,  eMm»  on.— Set  JkdM,  voL  13.  CbntrnMo*  *Mk, 
—St»  Indtm,  voL  IL  BOaUont  wttj.— As  IndtK, 
vols.  3, 6, 13. 

mmhint  PrMUge-S—  IndtB,  vols.  1, 2. 

FBjjncLsr,  VoLTn  S.,  appointed  Clerk  of  the  House,  4, 
481 ;  deoeooe  oi;  889. 

JTrtt  Trad*  ofth*  W*tt.—Su  Tndm,  vol  T. 

Fn»i«m  <^  Cm»eitnet.—at*  Indas,  vol  1. 

FnmiOH,  BioHAKn,  Bepresentatlve  tnrn  Kentucky,  4;  «n 
the  appropriation  bill,  20;  on  the  censnra  of  lb.  Ad- 
orns, 481. 

rretteH  Colonial  IVoits,— <Sm  India,  vol  9. 

frtmek  Dten4t.—Stt  Jndtm,  voL  6. 

JPVencA  Btfitg»t*.—St»  Indta,  vol  1. 

TrtiteJk  BpoUaUon».—lu  the  House,  amotloti  to  print  a  list 
of  the  claimants,  884;  Intrinsle  Jnstles  of  the  dstms, 
884 ;  abstract  of  the  list  of  doimanto,  885 ;  motion  agned 
to,  885.    .8m /(utai,  vols.  1,  8,  7, 11. 

FnmMon,  pnUatton  of.—Stt  Indta,  voL  1. 

FxT,  3ioon,  Jr.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Pennsylvania,  8, 4(0: 

FugWtetfrom  JuttUt.—Ste  Indtm,  vol.  1. 

A^Wm  SUintt.—Stt  Indtm,  vols.  8,8,7,  lHamtt. 

IVun,  FmLO  C,  Bepreasntstive  bom  New  Toric,  8. 

FVLTOK,  WiLuuf  S.,  Senator  from  Aikansss,  4S,  889. 


OoutxiTB,  Join,  Sepreseatsttve  from  Pennsylvanin,  8; 
on  notes  of  United  State*  Bank,  814.  Set  Indta,  ytH'O. 
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OAi.a  *  Bbatov  tUettd  iVinitrc— 5m  I»dtu,  tOa.  t,  T. 
OALurr,  Albut,  Bepraaeatattre  from  K«w  Turk,  Mft, 
Oablaxo,  Jamb,  BeprcaenteUre  from  VlrglDU,  >, MO;  tee- 

ttmony  tn  ths  case  of  B.  H.  Vbltsey,  80B ;  on  depoelta 

with  the  Btatd,  tit ;  on  poctponlng  th«  fbarth  Inatil- 

muit,4T*. 
Oabuuid,  Bioa,  B«prcsent«tIvo  from  LooliUna,  4, 461 ;  on 

tntarj  iwtse,  WT.    St*  India,  toI  11. 
Oablaxv,  Hvob  a.,  ehosen  Clerk,  WO. 
(TMMroX,  Cb»un<taarp.— &«  India,  T<d.  IS. 
Gtntral  Wtlfir«.—8e«  Tndtx,  yoL  1. 
Otorgta,  rote  fbr  Preaidont  In  18M,  980. 
Gtorgia  Ctuim.—Stt  Index,  toL  10.    Zatid  CZota*.— £m 

/ii<f«a,T0L&  jnwto  Clai)iM.->Ste /iKlMi,  Toli. «,  «,  T, 

St  9.    /VotMt,  ToL  m 
<7«itiMm  Zan{Pt(a;e,  t«n  <».—&«  Indtw,  roL  S. 
Obouos,  8.  J.,  BspnaentatlTe  from  MlasMppI,  S4S,  460; 

on  the  arreat  of  B.  M.  Whitney,  S9t;  on  the  Miielaaippl 

•loetlon,  621. 
PinniKoa,  JoenrA  B.,  BeproeentatlTe  ft«m  Ohio,  680. 
GiLLST,  Basioii  H.,  BepreaentatlTe  bvm  New  York,  8 ;  on 

B  Mena  In  the  eommlttee  room,  S61   8tt  Indem,  toL  IS. 
Olasoook,  Tnoiua,  Bepreeentatire  bom  Georgia,  4,  460; 

on  the  Florida  Var,  466,  5S4. 
OoiMBOBODsn,  BoBxn  H.,  deceaae  tt,it.    Ste  Indn,  toL 

IS. 
OoODC,  Patbiok  Q.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Ohio,  461. 
QossOK,  ,  hia  proposition  fbr  a  snb-Tieaaarj  In  1888, 

SS8. 
GovrwmaU  Rte»i9«n.—ln  the  Honae,  a  bill  regnlating  the 

dntiea  of^  reported,  464, 
OiAHAX,  jAjiia,  Bepreeentatire  ftvm  North  Carolina,  8, 

460.    iSm /(idMi,  ToL  IS. 
QxABAH,  WiLUAX,  BepreaentatlTe  Ihnn  Indiana,  461. 
Qbaxobb,  FsAjfoia,  BepreaentatlTe  fhim  New  York,  S;  on 

elarery  peUtiona,  10;   on  reoelrlng  a  petttlan  fh>m 

alaTea,  S68;  Totee  for  ae  Yloe  President,  ST9. 
QaABT,  Anmnm  P.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  New  Tork,  460. 
GsAirn.Axi>,  SiATOX,  BepreaentatlTe  ttom  Georgia,  4,  460. 
Gbatiox,  Wiuxah  J.,  BepreaentatlTe  th>m  Sooth  Carolina, 

&    ,5m  Indtic,  ToL  IS. 
QsATn,  WiLUAM  J.,  BepreaentatlTe  fhim  Kentodijr,  4, 460, 
OsAT,  HnAJi,  BepreaentatlTe  flrom  New  York,  460;  on  a 

TOte  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  TTO. 
Ortat  SrUaIn,  rttdUatorif  mtanuf  oa.—Su  India, 

ToLt 
Greett,  aid  to  Om.—Sm  Indn,  toIi.  T,  8. 
GumixLL,  Gtoaez,  Jr.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Maaaaohnaetts, 

8,46a    iSM  Jiufaai,  Tola.  10, 11, 13. 
Qixwwns,  Jomc  K.,  BepreaentatlTe  flwm  Boath  Carolina,  8, 

460. 
Obvudt,  Flux,  on  the  admlaslon  of  Michigan,  es,  60,  TO,  TS, 

75;  on  election  of  President  and  Yice  President,  1S4, 

185 ;  on  the  Presldent'a  Insugnntlon,  SOI ;  Senator  from 

Tenneaaee,  889;  on  abolition  petitlona,560;  on  ths  de- 
cease of  L  UcKlm,  6B6;  on  Imprisonment  for  debt,  686. 
GMOtmMila,  mittton  lo.—Stt  Indn,  toL  1L 
thi»ioaU.—Se4  IndtB,  toL  1. 


ITabtat  Corpm,  tutptniion  <if,—Stt  Ihdtm,  rtia.  8, 8. 
IIaut,  Eusha,  BepresentatlTe  f^m  Connecticut,  8,  460. 
Uall,  Hn-AiTD,  BepreaentatlTe  trma  Vermont,  8, 460i    St* 

India,  ToL  ISl 
Haix,  Josnrn,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Maine,  8. 
Halbct,  Niha,  on  postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  476; 

on  the  northern  fh>ntler,  624. 
Halrzd,  WnxiAM,  BepreaentatlTe  from  New  Jeiaey,  460 ; 

«n  tha  Treasury  Note  bill,  C20. 


Hamn,  TnoxAi  L,  BepreaentatlTe  from  OMa,  4,461;  ce 

the  BxecntlTe  admtniatratlon,  S8S ;  on  a  aeeaa  In  the 

committee  room,  S64.    St*  India,  toL  IS. 
Bajultov,  Alixahdu,  Stpori  <^,  ai  Sterttcuy  ef  Os 

Trta»wrji,—St»  India,  toL  1,  Tnamy. 
BAJiiioin),  jAins  IL,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Bonth  '"'-»^"- 

8, 460 ;  on  alaTory  petttlona,  & 
Baxkboax,  Sbwabs  a.,  BepreaentatlTe  fknm  Indiana,  4; 

on  tha  ExecntlTo  admlnlatiaUaa,  S87.    8»*  Hdia,  roL 

IS. 
Haxd,  OinsoH,  BepreaentatlTe  flrom  New  Toik,  &    5sa 

India,  ToL  11 
Hacsdc,  BnjAKiH,  BepreaentatlTe  lk«m  Kestnckr,  4.    St* 

India,  ToL  IS. 
Hablait,  jAns,  BepiesentatlTa  from  Eentoek7,4, 461. 
narmmg  tn  Indiana.— St*  India,  toI.  S. 
HABPn,  ALSXAinxB,  BepreaentatlTe  fttnn  Ohio,  461. 
Haztu,  Jaus,  BepreeentatlTO  from  Ponnsj-lTsnia,  S. 
Hauisox,  Albut  O.,  Bepresratatlre  fivm  MSaaanri,  *, 

461. 
Habxisoh,  Bakvxi.  B.,  BepreaentatlTe  Ihnn  PenssylTsaia, 

a    ,8m/)u<«i,to1.  11. 
Habbisoh,  Wiluav  H.,  Totes  for  as  President,  ST9. 
Hastibs,  TTiujak  S.,  BepresentatlTe  from  Maaaachssetti, 

460. 
Hawbs,  Albsbt  0.,  BepresentatlTa  from  Kantnekr.  4;  a* 

diatribntion  of  proceeds  of  land  sales,  SI ;  ca  repwt  ea 

aboUtlon  peUtlons,  St.    £M /iuImv  Tola.  11, 19L 
Hawbs,  Biohabd,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Eentoeky,  460^ 
HAWxnn,  MroajtH  T.,  BepreaentatlTe  <h>m  North  CaroD- 

Ba,8,46a    Sfs /fufaa).  Tola.  10, 11, 13. 
Hatxxs,  Chaxlbs  £.,  BepreaentatlTe  frttm  Oeorgja,  4, 4(1; 

on  the  deceaae  of  John  Coflbe,  Sll ;  on  recciTlng  a  peti- 

tlon  tnm  slaTsa,  366 ;  on  the  Seminole  War,  619. 
ffofK-^In  the  Hooae,  the  committee  on  opening  Interna* 

tlonal  relations  with,  discharged,  T66L 
Staiien*,  propagating  £U  Ootptl  among.— S**  ladm, 

TOlT. 

Hbistbb,  William,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Penii^lTaBls,  I 
&«/iuta^TDls.ll,lt 

Stmp,  Am»Hoan.—JS**  Indem,  toL  T. 

HmtnsOK,  JoeBPK,  BepresentatlTe  from  PennsylTuiia,  S, 
5aa  IndM,  TeL  IS. 

Hbhsbbsox,  Fbaxoo,  Jr.,  Us  ooas  iifi—S*»  Index,  toL  T. 

HBxnBicza,  Wiluam,  on  the  ezpnnglng  reeoIntiaB,  181 
;8m  Index,  ToL  11. 

nBBBT,  Tnoius,  BepreaentatlTe  ftom  Pennsjlrania,  460i 

Hbbbod,  Wiixiax,  BepreaentatlTe  fh>m  Indiana,  4<L 

HoAB, ,  on  depoalts  with  the  States,  833. 

HoDoaoii,  Bbbbooa,  petition  i^f.—Se*  Ind*a,  toL  S. 

HomiAir,  Oeszii,  BepreaentatlTe  from  New  York,  46S ;  ea 
the  sab-Treasury,  fi36 ;  on  treasory  notes,  666l 

HoisxT,  Homm,  BepresentatlTe  from  Georgia,  4, 4S0;  on 
nentral  relations,  (81. 

Holt,  Obiw,  BepresentatlTa  from  Oonnectlcot,  460. 

Anna  I>epai1meni.—S*e  Index,  ToL  S^  and  Index,  roL  L 
HaeaMce  I>epartmeiU, 

Bom*  Jfant^facttre*  in  Oe  Binu*.—8et  India,  toL  S. 

Jlonor*  to  tA*  Sra9e,—Se*  Index,  toL  6. 

HopKnra,  O.  W.,  BepresentatlTe  tnm  Tirglnia,  8,  460;  CB 
the  Treasnry  Note  bill,  618. 

Xtomet,  the  tloop  </tear.— <Se«  Index,  toL  lOi 

Sort*  loetinthe  Stminele  War.—S»*  Index,  toL  T. 

iToitae  conrenos  at  lat  aeasion  of  34th  Congreas,  S;  a^Josras 
at  doae  of  1st  session  of  24th  Congreaa,  44;  cenTeaas  at 
Sd  aaaalon  of  34th  Congreaa,  310;  conTenea  at  extra  ses- 
sion of  1837,  460;  a^joania  at  dosa  of  1st  session  of  SSth 
Congress,  64& 

HousTOB,  Obh,  Bamdbl,  th*  cat*  iif.—J3e*  Indox,  toL  1L 

HOWABD,  BxHJAias  C,  BeproeentatlTe  fivm  Maryland,  S, 
460;  reports  on  relations  with  Mexico,  808;  on  FnaA 
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apolUtbrn,  8U;  nUttlTC  to  Om  Borthon  fh>ntl«r,  9U; 

on  nentnl  ralsUoM,  tM,  <8T ;  on  the  deoeiM  of  Imm 

McKlm,  tBB ;  on  norganlaUon  of  the  n«Ty,  TliS. 
Howau,  CnABun,  B«pRMnt»tlTe  from  Ohio,  4. 
HiTBBABD,  HnsT,  on  the  treuoiy  oiraolsr)  M;  Benstor 

ftom  New  BimpeUie,  88> ;  on  the  •nb-Traunry,  419 ; 

on  eboUtlon  petition*,  OW;  on  Mr.  CUhoan's  neoln- 

tlona,  S81 ;  on  duelling;  (ST;  on  poblio  Uodi,  661,    Su 

Jndae,  Tob.  10, 11, 11 
HcBLnr,  SmrxBD  B,,  BepieaentetlTe  from  PensiylraaU, 

S,46a 
ninn;  HniAM  P.,  Bepresenttllre  from  View  Tork,  t. 
Bciim,  B.  IL  T.,  BepreientatlTe  from  Vtiglni*,  460;  on 

the  tab-Tie*sar7,  AiT. 
Hnrett,  WiLLUv  H.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Ohio,  461. 
HirxTijcOTov,  A»L,  Bepreeentatlve  from  Hew  Tork,  8, 

A« /nrfw,  ToL  11. 
nuamiux,  Asut,  Bepieaentatlre  from  Tenneasee,4;  on 

the  recognition  of  Texaa,  <2a 
irur«n,propo»td  TtrrUory  qf.—St*  India,  toL  10. 


■Itttnolt,  atbiUttttm  <^j—Su  Inthe,  Tot  & 

JWitoU,  vote  for  Preildent  in  1886,  28a 

/mpeae&ment— vSae  iiKf«B,  ToUw  8, 10, 

ImporU.—Se»  DuUM  on  ImpoHt. 

ImpritiMkmeiUJbr  Ptbt—Se*  Jndm,  toIb.  T,  8,  >,  11. 

ImprUoMment/ar  bebt—ln  the  Senate,  paauge  of  the  bfll, 
681  ■..■•,■  . 

Intmdiary  Pu()t{<xMo»*.—S««  Indtit,  toL  11. 

JitdtmtU/le^tUm  of  Farttgiurt.—S»t  Indae,  toL  (. 

Indtmntty  for  8poUaHon».--S*»  Indtx,  toL   1,   Ortat 
BrUaln. 

Zndtptndent  7V«aniry  BSU.—'bi  the  Senate,  a  bill  for,  eto., 
conaldored,  8T4 ;.  amendment  offered,  8T4;  a  mbjoetof 
great  Importaiiee,  874 ;  reaeoiu  for  not  aapporting  the 
amendment,  87^ ;  the  treaanry  order  haa  exerted  a  moat 
aalatarjr  Infloeaee,  >75;  ihe  recent  change  In  ailUra  re- 
qnlrca  a'change  In  the  poUej  of  the  last  admlnlatration 
from  the  deposit  baipu  to  the  aob-lTieaaury,  STS ;  coarse 
'  «f  the  bants  cowardlf  and  troaeh|9n>iis,8T6;  the  deposit 
(yMem  a  fUltuo,  8Tf ;  is  the  proposed  sfitam  praetioa- 
Ue  T  816 ;  this;  is  no  OoTemment,  If  It  has  not  the  power 
within  itself  to  manage  the  flnanoes,  8TT ;  bow  will  the 
proposed  measure  aff^t' the  paper  of  the  State  banks? 
STT ;  wUI  cauao  a  complete  lepantlon  of  the  Oorern- 
ment  fkom  the.  banks,  878 ;  what  hate  been  the  frnlts  of 
the  eonneetion  of  bahk  and  sta'uit  87S ;  th«  bank*  hare 
become  on  element  of  pollt(eal  power,  878. 

Tbb  scheme  is  (he  nRjet  alarming  proposition  that  has 
erer  been  prcsc&fedto.tbe  Amigiitan  mind,  880 ;  It, pro- 
poses to  separate  joor  jbrtonos  from  those  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  880;°  a  mess^  most  noxioos  to  the 
West,  881 ;  consequences  that  most'  result  bom  the 
measure,  8S1.' 

A  crisis  of  the  ooontry,  831 ;-  what  does  it  behoore  as 
to  do  in  the  present  exigency  ?  881 )-  do  any  cbjectlnns 
apply  to  the  present  mownre  f  881°;  Hs  slmpUelty,  888; 
decision  of  time  in  its  behall^  888 ;  the  'OoVemmeat  can- 
not cootinne  her  connection  with  banks  without  stimu- 
lating their  fiwtltloas  credit,  888;.  anl<m  of  (ho  OoTcm- 
ment  with  the  banka  sUmalates  Uie  natural  evils  of  the 
banking  system,  883,  '     .' 

The  President  anticipated  mnclr  dive^ty  of  opinion ' 
on  this  subject,  884 ;  banks  as  Mli  as  ever  to  perlbrm 
the  datlee  required  of  them,  884;  divorce  of  bank  ihd' 
atate  a  mere  catch  phrase,  884;  it  strikes  at  the  foiuidv 
Uon  of  the  credit  system,  884 ;  glres  to  the  people  a  de- 
predated oarrenoy,  885 ;  It  wUl  Anally  deprive  them  <t 


any  cnrrency  adeqnate  to  carry  on  the  boalneaa  of  the 
community,  88(1 ;  tendency  to  bring  the  country  to  an 
exdodTO  SMtaUlo  eorreney,  889 ;  a  moat  uuafc  and 
dangerous  union,  888;  danger  In  the  scheme  bom  the 
appointment  of  its  officers,  886 ;  every  Ikot  goes  sgalnst 
the  system,  886. 

The  bill  declares  the  divorce,  tST;  It  i^fMotes  the  enr- 
lency  of  the  oonstltntlon,  887 ;  great  political,  pecuniary, 
and  moral  evils  have  flowed  from  the  departure,  8S7 ; 
the  moneyed  losses  to  the  Oovemmant  bom  the  use  of 
bank  notes,  887 ;  I  am  asked  if  I  would  lose  ooofldenoe 
la  an  steamboats  If  one  or  two  should  blow  up,  888;  the 
day  of  tesnmptian  vrlll  be  a  day  of  peril  and  death  to 
many,  883 ;  Ixmk*  of  drcnlatlon  are  banks  of  haiard  and 
of  iUlare,  888 ;  the  power  of  a  tm  banks  over  the  whole, 
881 ;  what  apology  for  kdng  the  precise  advantage  for 
which  tile  eonsUtutiott  waa  framed,  888 ;  the  moral  view 
of  the  question  obvious,  880;  what  Is  the  obstacle  to  the 
adoption  of  this  measure  T  880;  the  first  petition  to 
Congress  for  a  bank,  880;  report  of  the  committee  on  It, 
890;  origin  of  banking  In  this  country,  890;  what  does 
the  Prealdent  recommend  r  880;  the  right  and  obligation 
of  the  Government  to  keep  Its  own  money,  881 ;  exam- 
ple of  England,  891 ;  example  of  the  eoufederation,  891 ; 
the  nature  of  the  bOl,  891 ;  eapadty  of  the  country  to 
ftamlsh  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver,  892 ;  evidences, 
898 ;  spede  droolatlon  of  France,  893 ;  taonted  vrlth 
treasury  notes,  888;  views  of  Bonaparte,  898 ;  change  in 
France,  894;  effecta  of  the  paper  system  of  England, 
894 ;  the  amendment  propoeed,  895 ;  otjeetions,  890 ; 
some  suppose  it  will  be  a  great  Iqjnry  to  the  local  banks, 
899;  objections  to  tba  ftirtber  use  of  bank  notes, 896; 
this  Is  a  measure  worthy  to  be  called  reformation,  897. 

Two  plan*  before  the  Senate,  897 ;  a  new  experiment, 
899;  Imperial  preoodenft,  898;  canses  of  the  present 
distress,  893;  treasury  order,  899;  the  United  States 
Bank,  899,  400, 401 ;  the  present  queetlon,  401 ;  the  per- 
petual and  gratuitous  lutroduction  of  the  bank,  403 ; . 
who  will  snpport  my  propodtion  f  401 ;  this  snb-Trsas- 
ury  scheme  in  the  House  In  1884, 408 ;  the  gloom  of  the  '■- 
fliture,  404 ;  the  past,  404 ;  the  peculiar  canses  of  oqr- 
dlstrees,  409 ;  evil  under  which  the  country  labon  Is  the 
suspendon  of  the  banks,  405;  the  system  of  meastma 
proposed  by  the  administration,  examined,  406;  why 
this  new  experiment  ?  406 ;  no  prudent  Government  will 
long  run  counter  to  the  habits  of  the  people,  406;  Inse- 
curity of  the  measure,  406;  liability  to  ikvoritlsm,  406; 
It  Is  add,  the  Executive  Is  now  weak,  407 ;  union  of  the 
pars*  and  the  sword,  407. 

It  Is  sdd,  the  bill  will  Inereaae  Exeeatlve  patronage, 
409;  letter  from  the  Seventh  Ward  Bank,  New  Tork, 
409;  dangerous  tendendea  of  the  depoalt  system,  409; 
Executive  patronage,  410;  the  Prsddent  agdut  the  ex- 
tendon  of  patronage,  411 ;  It  Is  sdd  this  bill  establishes  a 
troaauty  bank,  411 ;  that  It  win  divorce  the  Government 
firom  the  people,  411;  what  is  the  preaentlaw?  411;  It 
is  sdd,  the  terms,  "divorce  of  bank  and  state,"  are  pop- 
ular catch-words,  411;  the  Stat*  banka  will  be  where 
they  were  before  the  removal  of  the  depodts,  418;  this 
messnre  win  prove  a  fonstain  of  wealth  and  proqMtl^ 
to  the  Sooth,  41& 

Nothing  in  dl  these  measure*  for  the  relief  of  th* 
oountty,  414;  how  has  thia  question  arisen  r  414;  poai- 
tlou  of  the  administration  when  two  months  old,  414; 
tendency  of  the.  Uessage  and  bill  to  abolish  a  oseAil 
power  (rfthe  Government,  415;  the  characteristio  ef  this 
eiteis  Is  distress,  41S;  the  dngle  olject  of  these  meai- 
'.ti|«sls.the  relief  of  U>e  Government,  416;  two  proped- 
tlonstobemdntdned,416;  doty  oftheOovemmentto 
see  a  proper  paper  currency  maintained,  416;  pedtioB 
«f  the  inember  Oram  South  Carolina  on  the  bank,  41T; 
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expliwtlnn,  41T;  th*  bill  sod  unendrntnto  i»aj  lasab-  I 
aUnee  It  hu  uj  dot;  eoiuwcUd  with  the  evmaej  b«-  j 
yood  the  nfoUtion  of  the  ooliu,  41T ;  thli  l>  BOt  true, 
41T;  what meeMires  doee  theMeeiageroooiiUDeiidT418; 
dieU  one  of  the  graet  powers  of  the  oonatltutlon  be  bow 
nuTendeied  foreverT  418;  the  State  banki,  418;  this 
pnjeet  la  In  trny  respect  ol^ectlonable,  41} ;  against 
all  onr  oaages  and  habits,  419. 

This  bill,  if  carried  Into  effect,  cannot  IhU  to  rellere 
the  QvTenunent,  419 ;  Its  effects,  419;  an  objection  b; 
banks  to  the  reception  of  the  deposits,  420 ;  It  Is  object- 
ed to  tUs  bill,  that  it  provides  for  the  collection  of  the 
KTennes  of  the  Ooremment  In  gold  and  silver,  430 ;  that 
It  repeals  the  deposit  bank  act,  4S1 ;  that  it  creates  one 
enrrenej  for  the  Ooremment  and  another  for  the  peo- 
ple, 4n ;  that  It  diToroes  the  OoTemment  tirom  the 
bank*,  421 ;  aU  thaaa  measona  look  to  the  relief  of  the 
Government  and  the  people,  422. 

The  commerdal  and  manulactaring  classes  suffering 
ander  a  periodical  pnasnre,  422 ;  history  of  the  country 
la  this  respect,  422 ;  whence  this  eternal  viciwltade  in 
thebnetneasoftbeoonnbrr  423;  causes,  423, 423;  the 
present  distress  inevitable,  424;  evils  of  a  redundant 
p^Mir  draolatlon  now  manifest,  424;  the  banks  have  di- 
Toroed  the  Ooremment  from  themselves,  424 ;  we  are 
DOW  entirely  fk«e  to  determlDe  what  shall  bo  done  with 
the  pablio  money,  424;  a  national  bank,  424;  would 
■aeh  a  bank  control  and  ngulate  the  Issues  of  the  State 
banks?  435;  mistake  In  regard  to  the  deposit  banka,  429; 
no  confldeBce  In  the  deposit  banks,  42< ;  when  a  bank 
lUb,  who  suffer?  42<;  the  deluge  of  shinplastera,  426; 
If  yon  double  the  olroolatlon  yon  double  the  price  of  ar- 
ttdea,  4S7 ;  l^  banks  are  now  in  the  power  of  the  State 
Ooremments,  42T;  the  union  between  the  banks  and 
the  treasury  ought  not  to  be  restored,  428;  the  diroice 
should  be  perpetual,  438;  power  of  the  Secretary  over 
these  banks,  If  be  was  disposed  to  exert  an  improper  in- 
fiaeaee,428;  a  laagme  of  associated  banks  might  be  more 
dangeroo*  than  a  natloBal  bank,  428;  the  present  bill, 
429 ;  the  amendment,  439 ;  the  tafia  receivable,  429. 

This  tnodoas  warftre  on  tba  lastltutloBS  of  the  cons- 
try  to  be  deprecated,  499. 

Seasons  In  bror  oi  the  meaaore,  480 ;  the  Ooremment 
dependent  on  the  banks,  If  they  are  made  deposltorlee, 
480;  hence  the  uaoertainty  of  Its  flBandal  affUra,  481 ; 
Indebtedness  to  Englsnd,  431 ;  a  nattonal  baak  would 
have  been  overwhelmed,  481 ;  the  movements  of  certain 
presses  deroted  to  the  banks,  481 ;  consequence  of  the 
connection  of  the  Oovemmeat  and  the  banks  for  the 
last  fow  years,  481 ;  the  choice  Is  between  a  fiscal  agency 
and  a  naUonal  bank,  483. 

Three  measures  proposed  by  this  blB,  482;  objects  to 
be  accomplished  by  them,  488;  security  In  keeping  the 
public  treasure,  483;  to  provide  a  currency  of  gold  and 
sHrer,  483 ;  the  entire  expulsion  of  paper  not  contended 
for,  488;  the  ratio  of  the  mixture  of  paper  and  coin  re- 
duced to  three  claases,  488 ;  ^>plled  to  tbo  oumncy  of 
the  whole  conntry,  434;  this  measure  will  destroy  the 
proposed  object,  434 ;  tendency  of  paper  to  expel  coin, 
484;  Its  effect  on  a  mixed  currency  of  the  country,  485; 
it  Is  aald,  by  requiring  payments  In  coin  to  the  Oorem- 
ment, yoa  compel  Its  circulation,  435;  experience  at 
present,  485;  Congress  bound  to  fhmlsh  a  sound  cur- 
rency of  ooln  and  paper  to  the  people,  4S6;  power  glren 
in  the  eoBstltatloB  to  regulate  oommeroe  and  the  stand- 
aida  of  ralno  and  quantity,  438 ;  power  to  ooln  money, 
and  for  what  purpose,  488;  the  oonseqnence  of  the  ex- 
istence of  this  power  and  the  constitntloBal  duty,  487; 
dnty  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  issue  of  bank  notes, 
487. 

Ueasmes  propcaedby  the  Finance  Committee,  exam- 


ined, 4S7;  the  firat  bill  to  poatpone  the  foorth  Instal- 
ment, 487 ;  the  aecond,  to  latae  treasury  notes,  tSS ;  the 
third,  to  extend  merchants*  bonds,  43S ;  fourth,  to  extend 
the  time  to  the  deposit  banks  Ibr  repayment,  438 ;  la 
this  forgetting  the  suffering  Interests  of  the  community 
inonrexclusiro  care  of  the  Ooremment?  ^9;  whatdo 
these  messores  amount  to  for  relief?  439 ;  rlews  at  the 
Message,  489 ;  the  crisis  one  of  deep  interest,  440;  nata- 
ral  to  Inquire  into  (ho  causes,  440 ;  certain  general  por- 
tions conceded  by  all,  441 ;  Influence  of  the  premnt  bUl 
on  the  treasury,  441 ;  give  the  treasury  perfoct  oommaad 
of  its  means,  441 ;  relieve  the  treasury  fixim  the  neces- 
sity of  using  its  means  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  baak^ 
442;  cause  a  perfect  uniformity  in  the  value  of  the  cot 
lections  and  disbursements  of  the  treasaiy,  443 ;  what 
nnlkvonble  influences  will  fc^ow  fh>m  this  biU,  443 ;  la- 
fluences  of  the  measure  upon  Ooremment,  448 :  free  the 
legislation  of  Congress  from  bank  influence,  44.3;  etfeet 
of  this  meosare  upon  the  banks,  444 ;  it  Is  said,  it  vQ 
destroy  these  instltntlons,  444 ;  the  banks  would  be  bo^ 
eflted  in  ereiy  light,  445l 

Amendment,  445 ;  sdopted,  445 ;  amendment  anthar. 
Izlng  reception  of  certain  bank  bills,  lost,  445;  other 
amendments,  444 ;  bill  ordered  to  third  reading,  446. 

An  apprehension  the  dlrorce  would  cripple  the  banks, 
446 ;  effect  of  the  amendment,  446 ;  gradual  change  ia 
the  mode  of  collection,  447;  Ooremment  ahonid  he  able 
to  command  Its  own  funds  M7 ;  fdrthcr  remails,  4<S; 
blU  passed,  44& 

Immediate  causes  of  onr  distress  arise  fitom  thatpeea- 
Uar  system  of  credit  and  currency  enlarged  so  extat- 
sively  In  this  country  and  England,  621 ;  dispoaltloa  cf 
those  who  depend  upon  this  system  to  lean  on  Gorem- 
ment,  521 ;  the  slightest  Irregular  movement  of  Gorem- 
ment  produces  a  shock,  521 ;  contraction  of  capitalists 
and  banks,  532 ;  Oovomment  In  s  peculiar  poeltim  b>- 
der  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  523 ;  how  slid 
you  reunite  the  Government  and  the  banks  ?  5S3;  thite 
alternatives,  622 ;  Inflacnco  of  banks  and  uf  Indlrldualk 
533 ;  the  proposition  submitted  In  1635, 523 ;  remsiks, 
624. 

This  bill  Tlolatee  the  oonstltntlon,  828;  said  to  ba  na 
new  proposition,  626 ;  prorlslons  of  the  bin,  SS6 ;  If  Oe 
bin  passes,  the  money  of  the  people  would  not  be  safe, 
526 ;  In  the  midst  of  a  great  commercial  rertdntion,  97 ; 
how  can  we  exorcise  the  powers  given  na  by  the  cnnsli- 
tlon,  and  remould  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Goremmea^ 
so  as  to  relievo  the  conntry  of  Its  sufferings?  527;  ander 
our  banking  policy,  the  banks  have  the  exclusive  rl^ 
of  making  paper  money,  and  their  paper  only  reeetred 
for  public  dues,  S27;  under  the  naury  laws,  they  draw 
higher  Interest  than  the  capitalist,  62S;  tba  lUse  and  ai^ 
tlflcial  Uws  of  expansion  and  contraction,  528;  if  tka 
State  governments  wlU  have  a  paper  currency,  this  is 
the  safost  mode,  628 ;  never  wish  to  see  the  banks  eo>- 
rorted  into  polltAal  engines,  629 ;  the  connection  b^ 
tween  bank  and  state  a  coqjunctlod  oaainons  to  onr  tfl>- 
ertles,  539 ;  plan  of  special  deposits  best,  629;  dlroroe  is 
the  great  principle,  580. 

The  measures  are  not  at  all  commensurate  rritb  tba 
exigencies  of  the  times,  680;  It  Is  to  operate  on  the  ear' 
rency  as  It  now  ta,  580 ;  how  long  Is  this  state  of  tfaliip 
to  continue?  530;  specie  banished,  581 ;  what  wHl  be 
the  probable  operation  of  a  law  that  takes  noaeconnt  cf 
the  present  state  of  tbo  currency  ?  581 ;  we  could  bare 
no  return  to  a  specie  circulation  under  It,  531 ;  tho  6«r- 
eramcnt  must  deal  In  that  currency  In  which  tbe  peovle 
deal,  633 ;  suppose  the  law  carried  out,  what  would  fol- 
low? 682;  resumption  indefinitely  postponed  by  tUa 
law,  583. 

A  general  retoni  to  the  predons  metals  would  embo- 
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iiM  and  Impxla  tnda,  ISM ;  tbwud  to  Ulk  of  raeh  a  ear- 
nuej  In  this  eooBtr7,S88;  it  laiald,  tbo  only  adrantigs 
of  a  paper  camutj  la  ita  ehei4>nflaa,  685 ;  ctrenlatlou  of 
Saiop«,S8S;loaabf  ametalUeennvnejr,  fiSS;  ttlaaald, 
m  ahoold  not  be  aUnned  by  axperimenta,  6M ;  enrren- 
ey  of  bank  paper  not  dae  entirely  to  the  OoTemment, 
<M;awonlfi>rthe  Sonth,  S8T ;  anppoaed  Iqjorlooa  elTeet 
of  banka  on  the  laboring  elaaaea,58T;  effeot  of  expanaion 
on  wagea,  SST,  BS& 

'What  have  we  done?  688;  poatponed  the  fourth  In- 
atalmant,  S88;  laaaed  traaanry  notea,  6W;  thia  la  the 
next  great  meaanre,  S8>;  no  man  can  determine  the 
number  of  anb-tteaanriea,  &M ;  what  la  thla  blU  f  640 ; 
one  of  the  great  meana  need  by  antocrsta  to  peipetoata 
their  power,  640 ;  aaoh  te  tbta  bUl,  6U. 

Tbla  meaanre,  aa  a  Democratle  one,  b  new,  512 ;  pnb- 
lie  opinion  not  anfllclently  enlightened,  642 ;  motion  to 
lay  the  bin  on  the  Ubie,  612;  eaiTied,e41. 

A  blU,  ete^  oonaldered,  tSl;  motion  to  atrilce  ont 
what  relatea  to  ftindlng  the  aurploa,  821 ;  carried,  821 ; 
thia  bill  a  reproduction  of  that  of  the  laat  leeaion,  822; 
the  prodnclng  elataoa,  not  the  banka,  eonatitate  the 
country,  828 ;  what  had  the  admlniatratlon  iougbt  to  do  T 
82& 

Beaolntlona  of  the  Fennaylranla  Legblatnre  proeent- 
ed,  lefseatlng  a  poatponement  of  the  bill,  826 ;  the  Itsa- 
tnreaof  the  bill,  «26;  the  right  of  Inatmctlon,  825 ;  on 
queatlona  of  expediency  It  ahoold  be  a  ationg  eaae  to  In- 
duce a  Senator  to  abandon  hla  poet,  828b 

Who  are  moat  conapionous  In  preaaing  thia  bUl  upon 
Congreea  and  the  people?  828;  It  is  aaldwe  ought  to 
fallow  the  lead  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  827; 
he  withdrew  fh>m  na,  827 ;  hla  apeech  waa  pUnalble,  In- 
genioua,  abstract,  metaphyalcal,  and  gonerallxing,  827 ; 
he  remlnda  na  that  we  denounced  the  pet  bank  ayatem, 
827 ;  he  profeaaea  to  be  the  friend  of  the  banka,  and  at- 
tacked the  whole  banking  ayatem  of  the  oonntry,  823 ; 
the  additional  amount  of  money  the  banka  Aimiah  la  a 
powerful  Btimnloa  to  induatry,  829 ;  banka  deemed  hl^ily 
iqJuTloaa  to  the  planting  Intereat,  822;  none  profited 
more  by  the  employment  of  capital  and  credit  derlred 
thna  the  banka,  829 ;  the  argument  against  the  right  of 
the  OoTemment  to  reoeiro  bank  notea  not  aoond,  680 : 1 
appeal  from  himaelf  to  hlmaelf,  880 ;  iUither  oonaldered, 
888. 

Motion  to  poatpone  to  the  next  aeaston,  loat,  842;  the 
Kdgefleld  letter,  848;  reaaon  for  not  aotlng  againat  the 
admlniatratlon,  848;  what  would  hare  been  the  reault  if 
we  had  Joined  In  the  attack  1  848;  could  I  hare  acted 
dUferently  fh>m  what  I  did?  843 ;  extract  from  the  Edge- 
field letter,  64S ;  the  Impntetlon fUls  tothegronnd,644; 
what  be  obargea  on  me  he  baa  actually  done,  644;  It  la 
Bold  I  bore  a  character  of  stem  fidelity,  and  It  la  Im- 
plied that  I  forfeited  It,  644;  if  he  meant  atom  fidelity 
to  party,  my  answer  Is,  I  never  belonged  to  the  party  he 
doea,  646 ;  my  preaent  political  position,  645;  I  cannot 
retort  upon  the  Senator  the  charge  of  being  metaphyai- 
eal,  848 ;  I  make  no  reply  to  the  defscta  of  underatand- 
ing  he  attrlbntea  to  me,  848;  coune  of  public  life,  848; 
the  raatrlctlTa  meaanre,  848;  the  bank  of  1814, 847;  ad- 
ministration of  the  War  Department,  847. 

War  experience,  648 ;  peace  experience,  848;  the  see- 
ood  exploaion  of  the  paper  system,  848;  the  great  meaa- 
urea  fi>r  restoring  the  currency,  849;  the  bank  exploaion 
of  ieS7,  8S0;  the  two  princlploe  of  the  bill,  650;  founded 
in  the  clearest  reaaona  of  propriety  and  eonatltudonallty, 
860 ;  the  Federal  Oovernmont  ought  to  use  the  money 
of  the  Federal  conatltntlon,  661 ;  an  adequate  anpply  of 
apede  for  the  country  is  one  of  the  first  duUca  of  the 
Federal  OoTomment,  861 ;  large  mercantile  payments 
wQUbnTarbainadelnbltaof  paper  representing  large 


maaaaa  of  property,  861 ;  the  oonstitatloB  Teati  la  Ooa- 
grees  power  to  regulate  the  ralae  of  colli,  861. 
Amendment  nijeoted,  865;  reconsideration  leat,  86& 
la  the  Hooae,  the  Senate  blU  baring  been  read  twice, 
motion  to  lay  It  on  the  table  canted,  656, 

Beeolutlona  of  the  Leglalature  of  North  Carolina  pia- 
aented,  721 ;  political  character  of  the  reeolntlona,  W ; 
how  flu  to  be  regarded  aa  Inatmctlona,  721-726;  debate, 
727,728. 

Indian  Apilrt.—S4*  IndM,  vols.  4,  11.  AgtneUi.—Si4 
Index,  ToL  lOi  l>eparlm*ni.—See  Indtm,  toL  7.  lite- 
Uny  8inlmn.—3tt  Jaders,  toI.  7.  Zand*  wIMn  a  Slate, 
rifhU  oter.—See  Index,  yoL  1.  SelaUon*.—8ee  In- 
deir,  vol.  11.  TlUe  Weet  </<*«  Sooty  Mbuniaine.— 
Bee  Indem,  toL  8;.    Tribe».—8ee  Index,  toL  & 

Indtan  War  Vot»nieere.—See  Index.  toL  11. 

Indiana,  admietion  qf.—See  Index,  toL  6. 

Indiana  Canal—See  mdex,  Tol  9. 

Indiana,  Tote  for  Prealdent  In  1888, 280. 

Indiane,  pnteetion  o/.—ltk  the  Senate,  a  bin  to  proride  for 
the  aecnrlty  of  emigrant  Indians,  considered,  882;  ob- 
jection to  the  part  which  aUowa  the  oonfodented  tribe  a 
to  elect  a  delegate  to  Congrcaa,  881;  the  delegate  to  re- 
aide  at  the  seat  of  OoTorament,  and  not  hare  a  aeat  on 
the  floor  of  the  House,  888 ;  biU  ordered  to  the  third 
reading,  688. 

Indiane,  Cherokee.— See  Index,  Tol.  10.  Do.  CMelcaea\ei 
and  Choclave.—See  Index,  vol.  9.  Do.  Emigraiion  qf, 
—See  Index,  Tol.  10,  Do.  Tlorida.—See  Index,  toL  (. 
Do.  <}uapav.—See  Index,  toL  9.  Do.  SoaOem^—Se* 
Index,  ToL  10. 

Indiane,  removal  o/.—See  Index,  Tola.  10,  IL 

IirosasoLi.,  Joaxpu  R.,  BepresentatlTe  from  PennsylTonla, 
8 ;  on  a  bust  of  Chief  Justice  Manholl,  14. 

IsGHAjf,  BAHirxL,  RepreaentatlTo  fh>m  Conneotlcut,  8, 480. 

Ineolveni  Debtore. — See  Index,  vol,  11. 

Interoouree,  Commeroial,  do.  Jitreign,  do.  Kon.—See  /»• 
dex,y<A.i. 

Initreel  due  te  eerlain  8tatee,—Se»  Index,  toL  10; 

Internal  Itnprovemenle.—See  Index,  TOla.  7, 8, 9, 10,  II, 

Invalid  Carpe.—Se*  Index,  toL  6.       , 


Jaczsok,  Jabb,  Bepreaentatlre  ttom  Oeorgia,  4, 480i 
Jacksos,  Tnoius  B.,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  Tork,  480. 
jAcxaoK,  WiLLUK,  EeprceontatlTe  Ihmi  Kaaaaohnsetts,  t. 

See  Index,  toL  12. 
JAOxaoir,  Prealdent,  reply  to  Santa  Anna'a  letter,  188. 
JaOe  (if  Statee—See  Index,  toL  1. 
jAim,  HasaT  F.,  SepreaentatlTe  from  Termont,  & 
JAana,  LaoHAait,  BepreaentailTe  from  Ualne,  8 ;  on  th« 

Exploring  ExpedltloB,  268.    See  Index,  toIs.  10, 11 
Jxinm,  Dakrl,  BepreaentaUre  from  HaryUuid,  8,  480; 

on  poatponing  the  fourth  tnatalment,  486. 
Jonason,  CATa,  BepresentatlTe  from  Tennessee,  4;  on  the 

purchase  of  books,  16.    Bee  Index,  toU.  10, 11. 
JonasoK,  Haaar,  Bepreaoatatire  ftam  Lontalaaa,  d,  481. 

See  Index,  toL  11 
Joaasoa,  Joaarn,  BepresentatlTe  fivm  Ylrginia,  8, 4801 
Jonaeoa,  Biohabs  M.,  BepreaentatlTa  from  Kentucl^,  4; 

elected  TIce  Prealdent  by  the  Senate,  189;  hla  letter, 

190;  remarka  on  taking  the  chair  of  the  Senate,  106; 

rotea  for  aa  TIce  Prealdent,  279.    See  Index,  Tola.  8, 4, 

6,  6,  7, 8, 10, 11, 11 
Jomcaox,  Wiuiah  C  BepresentatlTe  from  Uaryland,  480; 

on  the  death  of  Cllley,  686l    Bee  Index,  toL  11, 
Joaio,  BaxJAim,  BepresentatlTe  ttom  Ohio,  4,    Bet  In- 
dex, ToL  11. 
Joa■^  Oaoaoa  W.,  Salegata  ih>m  lOchlgis,  4{  question  of 
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Joma,  fotm  W^  BepnMiitatlTe  flrom  Tligink,  f,  4M. 
Joma,  N&TBunsL,  B«pnaentiUv«  ttvm  N«ir  YoA,  MO. 
JamnuiltfiK*  Old  Congnn.—Se»  IndMi, -rtA-t. 
Journal  qf1\»  Fidtral  Cbnv»iUUm,—Set  JtuUa,  toL  T. 
JudMcay.—See  IndtB,  Tola.  S,  8,  •,  Id,  11,  li. 
Jvieoic,  AxDuw  T.,  B«preaenUttTe  lW>m  Cunjuetlcut,  8. 
Judge,  I'edml,  removal  (tf.—Su  Indtm,  toU  2,  i. 


Kun,  EuAi  K.,  daceaae  of  0.  &«  /it<2«iv  vols,  8, 9, 10, 11, 
14. 

Ehm,  OaoBOB  M.,  BepraeenUtiT*  from  Ptiuisylnal*,  (KX 

KncBLS,  OoimmiTX,  BeprMenUUre  from  New  ToTk,MO. 

KmnDT, ,  on  reocgtnlzation  of  th«  mtj,  TBS. 

Kexhok,  'Wiu.luc,  Koprasantatlve  from  Ohio,  4. 

Kbit,  Joacpo,  on  the  deoMH  of  B.  H.  Ooldlmroagh,M; 
Senator  tnm  Maryland,  83>;  decease  oi;  651  8i*  Iii- 
dM^ToLU. 

Kmiuety  eovtutod  SttcUon.—S»t  Index,  toL  U, 

Kmtuel^,  vote  for  Prealdant  In  1830,  2S0 

Xtnffon  OoUefit.—St  Indm,  toL  i. 

Er,  F.  S.,  letter  on  Crimea  in  the  Diattlet  of  Colombia,  KM. 

Kit,  WiLUAit,  Bepreaentatire  from  Ohio,  Ml. 

KiLSOiB,  DuntL,  Bepnaentatire  from  Ohio,  Ml.  St* 
India,  toI.  13. 

Enra,  Jonx  P.,  Senator  from  Georgia,  880;  on  Treaaary 
notes,  8M;  on  the  sab-Treasorjr  bill,  897 ;  on  abolition 
petitions,  KtS ;  on  Vermont  reeolnUons,  503 ;  relatlTO  to 
antl-slaTerr  petitionj,  IM.    Sm  Indna,  toL  12. 

Kwa,  WiLUAx  B.,  Senator  from  a  i.h.n,«^  gg)-  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Colonization  Society,  101;  elected 
President  pro  (em.  of  the  Senate,  173;  his  address,  178 ; 
chosen  President  pro  torn,  of  the  Senate,  458;  his  re- 
marks, 458 ;  on  the  decease  of  J.  Lavler,  OtOi.  St*  I»- 
dsa^  ToU.  4,  S,  8,  T,  8, «,  10, 11,  IS. 

KmtASD,  Oxoaoi  L.,  Bepresentatire  fhun  Indiana,  4. 

ELarenramTB,  Jom  W.,  BepressntatiTe  from  PennsylTa- 
iita,8,400. 

KnOHT,  NiHDfun  IL,  Senator  from  Bhode  Island,  SSO. 
St*  Indtg,  Tola.*T,  8, 0, 10, 11, 12. 


Ix^jfeO*,  gnttttudt  to.—Stt  Indue,  vols.  1, 8,  T,  8. 
Lak*  Superior  Copptr  JlUu*,—St*  Indtm,  vols.  I,  T,  8. 
Land  Mt,  reported  with  amendments,  72. 
Land  Claim*,  eMvtmuiMm  tj^esrColn.— A*  Ind*a,  toL  10. 
Land  Laic*  and  J>*al*U>n*,—lB  the  Senate,  a  resolotton 

relattve  to  the  coUectian  o(  considered,  ItT. 
Land  PurdUutn,  rtU*/  of.— St*  Indete,  toL  11. 
Land  TUle*  t»  LovMana,  Do.  MH»*onrl.—St  Indtm,  toL  T. 
Land*  for  XdueaUon.—S**  IndtK,  toL  T. 
Land*,  Weittm.—8tt  Indtm,  vols.  1,  8,  4,  8,  T.    J'nbtle 

Land*. 
Lam,  Ajioa,  BepresentatiTe  from  Indiana,  4;  on  depoeits 

with  the  States,  818;  on  the  ftnilBcaUon  bill,  888.    S*i 

Indtm,  ToL  12. 
Lunore,  Ocbkr  T.,  BepresentatiTe  tram  Kew  York,  8. 

Stt  Indtm,  Tols.  11, 12.    • 
LaroBra,  Jomc,  BepresentatiTe  from  PennsylTsnla,  8. 
LawLn,  JoAB,  BepresentatiTe  from  Alabama,  4, 461 ;  d 

cease  0^004 
JiAWBXscn,  Annorr,  BepresentatiTe  from  Uassaohnsetts,  8 ; 

on  tlie  sorplDS  reTenne,  248;  on  ftands  for  federal  does, 

882. 
LaT,  OaoBOB  TT.,  BepreaeatatlTe  from  New  Tork,  1   Set 

Indtm,  ToL  11 
IiBA,  LuKK,  BepnaentatlTe  from  Tennessee,  4.    St*  Indat, 

▼oLll 


liEADUim,  D.  p.,  Bepreaentatire  Itom  <Ma,  4CL 

Ltad  JOiu*,  rtttrvtd  wait  cf.—S»»  Indtm,  Tola.  T,  >. 

Lead  Mine*  qf  JBnourt.— Set  Indtm,  toL  la 

Ln;  Ounoii,  Bepnaentatire  from  New  Tork,  8 ;  «■  tka 
printing  of  the  geological  report,  Ac,  285;  on  dipsslli 
with  the  States,  811. 

Ln,  Josnva,  BepnsentatiTe  tma  New  Tock,  & 

Las,  Taoiua,  BepnsentatiTe  from  New  Jeney,  81  As  In- 
dtm, ToL  It 

Leoabji,  Bvok  B.,  BepresentatiTe  ttoa  Bontk  Carollaa, 
400;  on  the  lob-Treaniiy,  684;  on  the  Treasary  Not* 
bill,  5(4. 

lAimBDoiraa,  OoL— &«  Indtm,  toL  IS. 

IiBOiiASD,  Snnm  B.,  BepresentatiTe  txota  Hew  Toik,  t. 

LnoHza,  E.  P.,  bUi  for  the  relief  ot,  passed,  S44. 

Lawn,  Ddcoh  H.,  BepreeentatiTe  from  Alabama,  4 ;  on  n- 
ceiring  a  petition  from  slares,  207,  248. 

Libtralion  (ff  Amtriean  Slate*  by  A-ttWk  auOorUUt— 
In  the  Sonata,  a  resolntion  relatlTa  to,  prcaeDtad,  188. 

JU5«r<a  Jgtney.—St*  Indtm,  joU.  8, 9. 

Library  ef  Cbnffrt**.— St*  Indtm,  toL  S. 

Library  <^  Jfr.  Jtgerton Stt  Indtm,  toL  & 

Ll«at»nanlfa»n*ral.—Su  Indtm,  toL  & 

Light  Bout  IhMt*.—See  Indtm,  toL  8. 

LbnilaUon,  ttatuttt  (if.— Stt  Indmi,  toIs.  S,  4. 

LoiooLit,  I^n,  BepresentatiTe  tnm  Mswarhnaatti,  t,  410; 
presents  remonstrancea  against  the  annazatloa  af  Tex- 
as.  St*  Indtm,  ToL  IL 

Lnnr,  Lxwa  F.,  on  abolition  in  the  District  af  CeUodte, 
158;  Senator  tmm  Miasooil,  888 ;  on  doelling,tS7;  ea 
proteetian  to  Indians,  008;  on  inland  tiad*  with  Hew 
Mexico,  752.    iSM  Jndes),  ToL  18. 

Uv*  OaJb  PUMUtUon*.—8tt  Indtm,  Tola.  T,  0. 

Loan  Bill.— Stt  Indtm,  toL  h. 

IioaAS,  HnxT,  BepresentatiTe  from  PennsylTsala,  I,  408. 

Looan,  Asssxw,  BepnsentatiTe  lh>m  Ohio,  Ml. 

Looxn,  AxraazAS,  BepresentatlTa  fWnn  Nmr  Toik,  40IL 

Lot*,piMic,l»  WaMngton.—St* Indtm, t«L  T. 

LouMana,  Tote  for  Prealdent  in  1888, 28a 

ZokMoim  Land  Claim*.— In  the  Senate,  a  mottoa  to  con- 
sider the  bills  for,  880. 

LoT^  Thohu  C,  BepresentatiTe  from  Hew  Tork,  8l 

LoWBn,  WALTsa,  resigns  ss  Bee>«lai7  of  the  Senate^  4S. 

IiOTAU.,  OxoBSi,  BepresentatiTe  ttma  Tiiginia,  8. 

LirojkS,  Edwjlxd,  BepresentatiTe  tNxa  Tirglnia,  S. 

Lcxrmr,  Wiuox,  Senator  ftam  Oemgia,  9SC;  on  protec- 
tion to  Indians,  008 ;  on  the  Floiida  war,  082;  on  aati- 
Blareiy  pettUons,  721 ;  on  sIlTer  coinage,  740L 

Ltoh,  Fnaxcis  S.,  BepresentatiTe  fWnn  Alabama,  4(1 ;  on 
connting  the  Totea  fi>r  President,  180;  on  the  i 
of  Joab  lAwler,  004. 

Ltok,  Lvcnn,  Senator  from  Michigan,  888, 


llADBOir,  jAxn,  decease  «t,  88;  committee  «a  prneesiMnti 
reepecting,  88;  report,  481 

Jtadl*on  Paptrt.—Ia  the  Senate,  a  message  relatiT*  ta^  68 ; 
areeolntlon  to  aathoilxe  the  purchase  ot,  coaaUared, 
193;  one  of  tlie  most  Taloable  works,  193  ;  dilBeal^  ef 
the  science  of  ft«e  gOTemment,  188;  failure  of  tka 
States  disunited,  193 ;  sorerelgnty  of  the  nation  wiA 
aoTonlgnty  of  the  State^  194;  ordered  to  be  engroased, 
U4;  passed,  190, 197. 
In  the  House,  a  message  relaUTO  ta,  til. 
In  the  Benat^  ablll  to  relinquish  to  Mm.  Msdlssa  tte 
e<q>yright  in  fliraiga  coantrlea,  rapoited,  448, 

Matt  n^-Si*  Indtmiol  7. 

Main*,  admlnlon  <if.—Set  Indtm,  toL  C 

jra<iM^  TOU  fgr  Piesidsnt  in  1888,  tSOL 
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Hakox  Boiroi,  ela4m  qf.—Bet  IiuUm,  toU.  8, 10. 
Major  Ottural,  qflee  <^.—8e»  Indtm,  toL  10. 
UixunT,  FaAHcn,  KepreasntetiT*  from  Tlrglnli,  400. 
ICAxaDK,  Wiun  F.,  vote*  fl>r,  u  PrwMent,  STt.    8e«  In- 

du,  TOL  It 
Mask,  Aduah,  Jr.,  BepresonUtlre  firom  Kew  York,  8;  on 

the  Exeeattre  AdminUtntion,  231;  on  depoelts  with 

the  Stttea,  811,  SIS ;  on  ftmda  for  fodcnl  dnos,  883.    Sit 

Indtm,  ToL  12. 
MAmt,  Job,  BeprcsentatlTe  from  Penuylnni*,  S, 
MAmrufO,  Biohabd  J.,  BepNsentAtlro  ft«m  Bonth  Caroli- 

lu,  S ;  deoeese  o(  ti. 
UAsiOirr  D'AtTTCUTX,  eau  cf.—Su  Inder,  toI  (. 
Uarinu  Stme».—Se4  Iad«t,  vol.  10. 
Uastik,  Josbva  L.,  BopreeentatlTO'from  AUbsma,  4,  MI. 
Uabthi,  Biohasd  P.,  Bepreaentatlra  ttma  Neir  Tork,  480. 

Xatyland,  vote  for  Piuldont  in  1830,  280. 

Maryland,  vumorial  on  tit*  itatt  o/ aJbirt.—St»  Indtm, 

ToLB. 
Mamx,  Jomf  T.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Ttrglniii,  8.    Se4  In- 

dtm,  ToL  11. 
Uaiok,  jAm  H.,  BepreaentAtlTe  from  yirgliil>,4t0;  on 

the  recognition  ofTezis,  825;  on  the  anb-Treuary,  SSO. 
Masoit,  Hoen,  EepresontitiTe  from  Maine,  8.    Stt  Indtm, 

TOl.13. 

Uasoh,  Sauok,  Bepreaentatlre  from  Ohio,  4,  481. 
Maiow,  Wiluak,  Bepreaentatlre  from  Hew  York,  3. 
Mattachuittt,  vote  for  Preatdast  in  1688,  2S0. 
JfoaaooAuMAa  Memorial  on  tht  war  </ 1812. — S«»  Jndtx, 

ToL  & 
Mauaelaaetf  MUUia  Claim*.— Sm  Indta,  Tola.  8, 1>,  10,  IL 
Uacxt,  Abiax  p.,  Bepreaentatire  trom  Tenneaaee,  4, 461 ; 

on  the  Uiaaisaippi  election,  478,  484. 
Mazwill,  Jouh  p.  B.,  BepreaentatlTe  ftxmt  New  Jeraey, 

4S0. 
Mat,  Wiuiax  L.,  Bepreaentatlre  from  lUinola,  4, 481. 
MaytviU*  Boad.—St*  Ind*B,  Toli.  10, 11. 
UoOaktt,  Josathah,  BeprewnttUTe  from  Indiana,  4.    S** 

Ind*a,  Tola.  11, 11. 
MoGlillav,  a.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Tenneaaee,  460: 
IfcCLSLLAji,  Bo»BT,  BepreaentatlTe  tiom  New  York,  460l 
IfoCLVu,  Cbablb,  BepreaoBtatiTe  from   PennajrlTaBl^ 

460. 
MoCoKAa,  WiiiiAV,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Virginia,  8 ;  on 

depoaiU  with  the  Btates,  810.    S«*  Indtx,  toL  IS. 
McEat,  Jambs  J.,  Bepreaentatire  fr6m  North  Caroltaa,  8, 

460;  on  poatponin(  tlta  fiwrth  lnatalment,468;  on  the 

Florid*  war,  634;  on  the  distrlbnUon  of  booka,  tit. 

,Sm /luteal.  Tola.  11, 12. 
HoKbajt,  Sajiitbi,  Senator  from  PennaylTaaia,  888;  pre- 

aenta  antl-alBTerr  memorial,  61T.    S»*  Indtm,  toL  18. 
HoKxmrAs,  THOMAa  IC.  T.,  BopreaentaUTe  from  Pennayl- 

TaoI«,S,4«0.    £^ /lulaa,  ToL  11. 
HoKbos,  Jom,  BepreaentatlTe  from  New  York,  8;  on  the 

exacntlTe  adminiatratlon,lSO;  on  the  arraat  of  B.  If. 

Whitney,  IM ;  on  depoaito  with  the  Btetea,  818. 
HoKiK,  IBAAC,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Ibiyland,  8, 460 ;  do- 

eeaae  oi;  6E&    St*  Indtm,  toL  U, 
UcKncLBT,  Jons,  Senator  from  Alahama,  T3.    S**  Indtm, 

ToLlL 
JCqLavb,  Jbbbkiaii,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Ohio,  4,    Bt*  In- 

dtm,  ToL  12. 
HiABi^  Biohabd  W.,  elaim  ^— In  the  Senate,  a  bin  rela- 

tlTe  to  the  elaim  oi;  paaaed,  tlT.    Sti  Indtm,  Tola,  t,  1<S 

11. 
KidUtrramtan  TVtute.— Aa  Indtm,  ToL  1. 
Mtmbtrt  tf  Congrtit,  appointmt»Unf.—8t*  Indtm,  y<A.  a 
Mttnortal  <^  BriUik  lyhjtett  on  Coloni»atten.—Stt  Indtm, 

TOlll. 

UBnntB,  B.  A.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Kentoeky,  460;  on 


poetponlng  the  fonrth  Inatalmentt  487 ;  on  the  attack  on 
the  Ca^oItn^  VO. 

Mebcbb,  CnABLXs  F.,  BepreaentatiTe  flrom  Ylrgloia,  8, 460; 
on  ftanda  for  federal  daea,  881 ;  on  the  Ulaaiaaippt  elec- 
tion, 473;  on  nentral  relationa,  681.  St*  Indtm,  Tola.  8, 
»,  10, 11, 12. 

Jftreftanta'  Bond*.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  extend  the  time 
of.paymont  of,  passed,  867. 

In  the  Honae,  a  bill  to  postpone  the  payment  of,  re- 
ported, 464. 

Mettage,  on  aSUra  with  France,  14-24;  at  2d  aession  of  24th 
Conp-cas,  46 ;  on  Hadlaon's  writlnga,  56 ;  relatire  to  ship 
canals  acroaa  the  lathmns,  94 ;  on  Uextean  aflUra,  ISO ; 
on  reprisals  against  Mexloo,  187;  on  the  Madlaon  papers, 
211 ;  on  Texan  Independence,  3S3 ;  relative  to  Michigan, 
286;  on  crimes  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  254;  to  1st 
aeaaion  of  2Sth  Congress,  840 ;  at  2d  session  of  2Sth  Con- 
gress, 544;  on  disturbances  on  the  Northern  Frontier, 
678;  on  InTsslon  of  American  soil,  578;  relatlTo  to  Mex- 
ico, 661-664 ;  on  the  OoTemmcnt  money,  6(K) ;  on  border 
ootragea,  665;  at  the  8d  session  of  25th  Congrees,  COO;  on 
the  Smithsonian  Legacy,  TOi;  on  the  deiUoation  of 
Swartwout,  TOI;  on  British  trespassers  on  the  State  of 
Maine,  754 

JTairieo.— In  the  Senate,  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Belationa,  104;  redreae  to  be  demanded,  104;  an- 
other effort  to  prescrre  peace  should  be  demanded,  193 ; 
the  departure  of  our  Bepresentatlre  abrupt  and  nnne- 
oesssry,  198;  instance  at  Ghent,  193;  cirenmstAnoee  of 
the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Ellis,  199;  reprisals  recommended 
by  the  President,  199;  ftarther  explanations,  200;  report 
agreed  to,  100. 

In  the  House,  a  report  on  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent relatlTO  to,  8(^ ;  a  resolution  of  Inquiry  relative  to 
any  correspondence  respecting  the  cession  of  territory 
by  Mexloo,  offered,  468 ;  agreed  to,  468. 

In  the  Senate,  a  statement  of  the  action  thos  llir,  660 ; 
conduct  of  Mexico,  660;  proper  to  await  the  action  ofthe 
House,  660;  the  next  step  muse  bo  some  measure  that 
may  lead  to  war,  660;  what  were  the  facts  in  the  caaef 
660 ;  fhrther  remarks,  661 ;  Message  from  the  President, 
662-664. 

In  theHoiue,  aretolntionrelstlTe  to,  T06.  Stt  Indtm, 
TOl.  11. 

MieUgan,  admlition  o/— In  the  House,  a  bill  rclatlTe  to 
the  Southern  Boundary  and  admission,  Jeo.,  considered, 
S9 ;  moTod  to  postpone,  to  proceed  with  the  Arkansas 
bill,  20;  recommitment  of  both  moTed,  29;  the  question 
of  boundary  should  be  left  fi>r  future  a^nstment,  80 ;  bill 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  80 ;  passed,  81. 

In  the  Senate,  a  message  relative  to,  85 ;  remarks,  65 ; 
referred,  65 ;  motion  to  read  the  bill  for  admission  a  third 
time,  69 ;  one  of  the  groTest  queetions  eTer  submitted 
to  the  Senate,  69;  the  bill  should  pass  early,  that  Michi- 
gan might  reoeWe  her  share  of  the  deposits  to  be  dis- 
tributed, 69;  the  ftots  ofthe  case,  69;  more  tlmo  desira- 
ble, TO;  Is  the  Senate  competent  to  declare  the  sets  of 
the  last  convention  Tslldf  TO;  force  of  the  preamble  of 
the  bill,  70 ;  people  of  the  Territory  perfectly  oompetent 
to  bold  a  oonTentlon  spontaneously,  without  any  appU- 
cation  to  the  I>glalature  about  the  matter,  7t 

The  laat  conTenUon  iilssal  and  nnanthorized,  Tl;  Is 
thia  act  of  the  people  a  fulfilment  of  the  condition  of 
admission  1  71;  wss  society  to  be  reduced  to  Its  ele- 
ments t  Tl;  eneb  doetrlne*  oogbt  not  to  be  tolerated, 
Tl ;  no  act  of  the  Leglslatare  reqnlred  to  glTO  Tslldlty  to 
the  conTentlon,  Tl;  a  mere  qnestion  of  right,  Tl;  tlia 
admission  resisted  for  fonr  years,  71. 

Orders  postponed  to  consider  the  bill,  Tl ;  tlie  bill,  TS; 
moTed  to  recommit  and  strike  out  the  preamble,  TS; 
the  tKts,  78 ;  had  this  self<on^tnted  assemUy  mtliot- 
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Itjr  to  uMSt  for  t^o  Btatet  n ;  If  not,  then  to  Introduce 
ker  on  Its  antliarity  Toald  be  repngnant  to  the  prlnd- 
plos  of  oar  oonititution,  73 ;  on  vhet  reason  la  It  held 
that  tbia  aaacmbly  bad  the  aatborltjr  f  74 ;  became  more 
votes  were  giren  for  thla  than  for  the  other  oonrention, 
T4;  a  question  of  principle  involved,  T4 ;  the  authority 
of  nambers  is  made  to  set  aside  the  anthorityof  law  and 
the  oonstltDtion,  74 ;  same  principle  involved  In  the  late 
anarchical  movement  of  Marybnd,  74;  ground  of  the 
MaryUnd  Insurrection,  74 ;  It  la  said  the  Michigan  as- 
sembly was  not  self-constltntod,  74 ;  Congress  hss  no 
right  to  coll  a  convention  In  a  State,  74;  how  Michigan 
can  come  In,  74 ;  Michigan  dISsrs  from  the  other  States 
only  in  her  Federal  relations,  75 ;  what  shall  be  done? 
75. 

Bevlew  of  Diets  and  dronmstances,  75;  Congreaa  did 
not  Intend  that  the  Intervention  of  the  Legislstare 
should  be  necessary,  7( ;  amount  of  the  testimony  as 
to  the  assent  of  the  pe<vle,  7t;  this  delay  unneces- 
■ai7.77. 

Amendment  to  the  preamble  moved,  77;  It  asserts 
what  Is  not  a  &ot,  77 ;  the  question  Is  between  the  two 
conventions— if  the  first  wss  legal,  the  last  was  not,  7S; 
what  evidence  is  there  of  any  regularity  In  the  elections 
of  delegates!  78. 

TThat  Is  the  question  ?  79;  shall  we  release  Michigan 
alter  she  has  given  her  sssent  to  the  condlUonst  19; 
opinion  of  the  people  ss  to  their  sonthem  boundary,  79 ; 
shall  we  t^ect  this  preamble,  which  wUl  forever  termi- 
nate the  dispute  between  two  States?  80;  views  enter- 
tained of  the  preamble  at  the  last  session,  80 ;  no  objec- 
tion to  the  act  of  Congress  unless  the  people  are  not  oom- 
petont  to  give  the  required  assent  without  the  Interven- 
tion of  the  LeglsUture,  81 ;  conduct  of  the  people,  81 ; 
Tennessee,  81 ;  Missouri,  81;  case  of  Maryland,  89;  as  a 
source  of  power  to  the  convention,  legislative  action 
would  have  been  absurd,  82 ;  the  people  are  the  rightftil 
authors  of  all  constitutions,  89. 

Present  aspect  of  the  question,  83;  Pennsylvania  af- 
ftin,  88;  the  Maryland  branch  of  the  question,  88;  re- 
marks of  Madison,  84 ;  conventions  Independent  of  State 
legislation,  84 ;  how  have  State  LeglsUtures  assumed  to 
have  the  power  to  grant  or  withhold  them  ?  84 ;  the  case 
of  Michigan,  84;  denunciation  of  mobs  at  the  hut  ses- 
sion, 8B, 

The  bill  involves  a  monstrous  political  heresy,  85 ;  the 
case  simply  stated,  85 ,  action  nnder  the  ordinance  of 
■87, 8( ;  has  the  condition  been  complied  with  ?  86 ;  set- 
tlement of  the  boundaries,  87 ;  privilege  of  Legislatures 
and  foroe  of  constitutions,  83;  the  power  to  call  the  con- 
vention required  in  Uichlgan  a  more  act  of  ordinary  log- 
IslaUon,  88. 

Grounds  upon  which  the  opposition  to  this  admission 
has  been  made,  80;  she  Is  still  a  territory,  89;  LeglsU- 
tnres  and  oonventlans  are  mere  agents  of  the  people.  In 
whom  all  sovereignty  resides,  89 ;  has  a  single  rem(m- 
stianee  been  presented  T  IX) ;  the  Senate  haa  not  eqjayed 
the  oonfldence  of  the  people  fbr  some  years,  00;  this  a 
question  of  fitcts,  90 ;  what  were  the  doctrines  ottSt 
90;  demooraey  was  called  a  disease,  91;  pnipcss  for 
which  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  were  passed,  91 ;  ab- 
surdity of  the  principle  contended  tbr,  shown,  91 ;  the 
preamble  unnecessary,  99;  aineodmentlost,9S;  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading,  91 

Anotors.— In  the  Senate,  the  Michigan  Benatoia  ad- 
mitted, 1(9;  baUot  for  tenzu,  1(0. 

Debate  reiatlva  to  counting  her  vote  for  President,  18& 

In  the  House,  the  bill  considered,  955;  passed,  985;  the 
Beprasentatlve  quallfled,  954.    Set  Indm,  vol.  19. 
JRcUfXM.— Tote  for  Praaldsnt  In  18M,  980. 
MOtof  ^  Jr<«»«rt.-A<  Indtm,  voL  IL 


MiUtartf  ^tsademy  and  Aeain>tin.—St»  Jadtm,  vola,  9, 

M. 
JfUttcuy  Boadt.—S»»  IndM,  voL  7. 
laiUla  QmrU  MarUaL—Stt  InOtr,  vols.  9,  lOi 
MiT.Tjit,  Jbbse,  Beprcsentative  fh>m  Pennsylvaaia,  9^    Stt 

Jnd«a,  vols.  11, 19. 
Mnxn,  JOBK,  Bepresentatlve  fh>m  Mississippi,  4(1. 
MiLUSAS,  Johh  J.,  Beprosentatlve  bom  Delaware^  8,  VO. 
Set  Jndtai,  vol  11. 

MlnitUr  to  J[nglamd.—Se*  Jndtm,  v«L  19. 

Jlintt,  frraneA.— In  the  Bouse,  the  subject  oonaldeiad,  TSL 
St*  Iitdem,  vol.  12. 

Mint— Stt  Indta,  vols,  1,  9,  la 

Jflranda't  JHeptdUuMk—Stt  Index,  voL  4. 

JU—tm^pi  XUaUon.-~la  the  House,  a  report  of  the  tarn- 
mlttee  In  lavca',  478;  Important  salject,478;  qoeetisa 
on  concorrence  wlih  the  report  that  the  EMmbea  are 
duly  elected,  4S4;  the  duty  of  the  I<egUatara  to  pie- 
scribe  the  time,  plaoea,  and  manner  vt  yuiiMng  thdr 
elections,  484 ;  not  in  the  power  of  the  Oovenor  to  de- 
termine the  time  or  places  and  manner,  484 ;  safastltsia 
for  the  resolution  offered,  485 ;  the  tusta  of  the  esaa,  495; 
are  these  gentlemen  entitled  to  their  seats 7  48S;  it  k 
said  vacancies  had  not  happened,  489^ 

The  question  depends  npon  what  was  the  vaesaor 
and  how  It  la  to  be  fllled,  600;  the  vacancy,  509;  have 
these  persons  been  elected  1 500 ;  It  Is  a  vaeaaey  whkk 
the  Executive  of  a  State  cannot  sapjdy,  GOO ;  atai  I«s 
can  he  supply  It  for  a  term  of  two  yeaia,  100;  noIUDea- 
tlon,  601;  this  election  nnconstltutional,  601 ;  how  wlB 
the  resolution  be  received  by  the  people  of  Hbalss^iplt 
509;  adopted,  609. 
A  oommunlcatloa  tnm  oontestanu  offered,  6(SL 
Beeoluttons  reiatlva  to,  considered,  (U;  eontealaats 
admitted  to  the  floor,  (18 ;  argument  of  Mr.  Claibema, 
(18;  fbrther  oonslderatian,  (1(,  (91,  (99. 

Election  of  mesnbeia  reafllrmed,  (80 ;  membeia  admit- 
ted, (8a 

JliuitHppl  Slatt.—Stt  IndtK,  voL  6;  do.  nrridwy^-^SM 
IndtK,  voL  8,  Ttrritorif. 

JOttitippt,  vote  for  President  In  ISM,  iSO. 

Mifl—tfj)i  Blva;/rf  natigattcn  qf.—Stt  Indta,  voL  X, 

jr<ssiwr<.-.Ss«  Indta,  vols.  4,  S,  (,  7. 

iHssouri  Land  Claim*.— Stt  Indta,  vol.  Id 

JHsswH;  vote  for  Presldsnt  in  1S8(,  930. 

Mrromu.,  Coabub  P.,  Bepresentatlve  <k»m  Bew  Toric, 
4(0l 

Mono!,  JiJos,  claim  </— As /mien  vola.  9^  IL 

Jtotroa  DoctriiUL— In  the'  House,  reaolatioDa  relatlT*  to, 
71(.    &»/ii<i«e,voU8,9. 

HonsoisxBT,  'WiLLUK,  Bepresentatlve  from  Soitk  CaieB- 
UN  9,4(0. 

MooB^  Ely,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  York,  S,  4(1. 

MoaoAii,  WiLiuK  S.,  Bepresentatlve  tnm  Ylrgbda,  t,  4(0. 

MoaaAX,  TrnxuH,  (is  case  <^.—8tt  Indta,  voL  la 

MOBBis,  CAi.vaBi,  Bepresentatlve  from  Ohio,  4(1. 

M.>fTni,  MavHUS,  Bepresentatlve  fh>m  Pennsylvaida,  H 
460;  on  the  death  of  CUley,  (3(;  on  the  dvU  Uat,  MI. 

MoxBis,  Sawtzl  W.,  Bepresentatlve  fkom  Pennsylvanii^ 
49a 

HoBBn,  Thohas,  Senator  6cm  Ohio,  889 ;  ob  the  admlsslefi 
of  Mlehigan,  70, 71 ;  oS^  reaolutlans  counter  to  those 
of  Mr.  Calhoun,  670 ;  on  Calhoun^  resolutions,  671,  68^ 
684;  on  bank  notes  for  aovsmIaentdDe^((8w  Sttl*' 
dMs  voLU. 

JfotAer  (/  Com.  Ftrry.—Stt  Index,  vol.  7. 

MODToa,  Albxaxdib,  Senator  firom  Lonialaaa,  139,  S99;  <m 
IxHdatana  land  dalms,  (8(. 

Metrnttd  Iitfttntrr.—Si*  Indta,  vols.  4,  U,  11 

HuBUBrBBBO,  Hbsbt  a.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Faaa^va- 
nla,iS,4(a. 
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JToMoMf  Ob»»roatontj—St  IMUb,  Tttla,  t,  S, 
Xataralttatlo*  Lara.— In  the  8«iut««,  a  mamorU  of  Dr. 
TlieUer,  T8T ;  hl<  cue,  TOT ;  *  natnnlixed  eltlnn  e«p- 
tnnd  In  Cuuda  aad  ooDdenuied  Ibr  tnaaon,  T87 ;  DatB- 
nlizad  dtlieiu  entitled  to  ill  the  proteetioB  of  nitlve 
eltiieiis,  T87 ;  peculiar  etmmutaocee  of  thl«  cue,  TOT;  a 
petltlen  for  the  repeal  o(  and  adoption  of  new  law*  pre- 
Tenting  the  indlaertmloata  Inflnz  of  foreign  omlgranta, 
TS&  8m /n(2«B,  TOli.  1,  S,  4, 10. 
lfavalXttailMm*Ht—S44jiuiim,yaM.l,  9,  8, 4, 6, «,  T,  fti 

m 

yatal  Beploiit.—St*  Index,  toL  T. 

2faval  Piiuton  rund.—8tt  Indtm,  toL  T. 

Venal  Bekook—Set  /ndMi,  toL  S,  and  Indta,  toL  •,  ITamil 
StMiKihmtnt. 

Jftttigatioii  LatM.—S*»  Indvt,  toL  4. 

JITasy  Ptmbn  Ftmd.—Va  the  Senate,  amendments  of  the 
Honse  oonMdnred,  204. 

Xavy,  reorganbatton  q<— In  the  Honee,  a  motion  to  atrike 
ont  the  appropriation  to  the  nary  board,  TSS. 

Katu»,  Cbaxlb,  BepresentatlTe  from  Pemuylranla,  160; 
on  the  snb-Troasurj,  SSa, 

ITegrott,  frt*,  i*  Iht  IHttrUt  <{<  C!olanMa.—St*  Jndae, 
ToL  J. 

Stgro4»,  kidnapping  qf.—Se*  Indta,  toL  1. 

ITtutna  £eIa<ioiM.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  relattre  to,  eonatd- 
•nd,  611 ;  the  law  of  181S,  619 ;  rlghta  of  oar  three 
neighbors,  61S ;  the  bill  a  measure  of  prevention,  619 ; 
the  first  section,  612 ;  the  second  section,  619 ;  the  at- 
tack on  the  Caroline  arowed  hj  a  British  officer  as 
done  bf  his  ordon,  619;  amendment  offered,  618;  It 
confines  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  the  foreign  states 
and  colonies  coDtennlnons  with  ns,  613;  bill  passed, 
616. 

In  the  Boose,  principles  on  which  the  bill  Is  based, 
680 ;  policy  of  the  Ooremment,  681 ;  necessary  to  bring 
the  aid  of  the  civil  power  on  the  northern  frontier,  681 ; 
power  ample  under  the  laws  of  ITM  and  1818,  681 ;  cor- 
respondcnce  between  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  PInkney, 
681 ;  It  Is  said  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitution  is  In 
conflict  with  this  bill,  681 ;  principles  of  the  amend- 
ment, 689;  the  act  of  1813  went  for  enongh,  689;  a 
nieasnro  entirely  Improper  to  be  adopted,  689 ;  a  bill  to 
trammel  trade  and  commerce,  689;  a  monstrous  princi- 
ple, 689;  protection  afforded  by  the  British  authorities, 
689;  farther  considered,  6OT;  passed,  6SSL 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  fh>m  the  Honse  reported,  688 ; 
amendments,  689;  first  section  anthorixea  a  Mirara 
without  limitations,  the  amendment  designed  to  limit 
It,  689 ;  two  considerations  In  fovor  of  the  amendment, 
640;  amendment  agreed  to,  640;  second  amendment, 
640;  explanation,  MO;  third  and  fourth  amendments, 
640.    &e7i>(I«),T0b.8,4,(!t6,T. 

JTsw  BampMn,  vote  for  President  In  1886,  9Sa 

JTmo  Jtrtty,  vote  for  President  In  1886, 28a 

Ifea  Mmieo  and  Mi—ouH  Inland  TYadL—la  the  Senate, 
a  memorial  relative  to,  presented,  TS9.  S»»  Indta, 
ToL& 

J^eie  Orltant,  d^ftnet  of.—Su  Index,  vol.  8. 

New  Torh,  vote  for  President  in  1886,  2S0. 

Slagara  B^firtr*.—8**  Indta,  toIs.  S,  6. 

NiCHOLU,  Bourr  C,  Senator  from  Louisiana,  889. 

NzLn,  JoHF  M.,  on  the  treasury  ctroular,  64;  on  the  admis- 
sion of  Michigan,  90;  on  abolition  In  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, 1S8;  on  copyright  to  foreigners,  184;  Senator 
fh>m  Connecticut,  889;  on  the  snh-Treasnry  bill,  OT4; 
on  sboUtion  petitions,  SfiO;  on  Calhoun's  resolutlona; 
601;  on  the  fourth  Instalment,  T03;  oo  aUrer  coinage, 
TSa 


TSomiM,  WiiUAii  H.,  Bepreaentatire  (torn  New  Tork,  46a 

2ro»-JbportatlAn  In  Foniyn  £ottoma,—St«  Index,  toL  4. 

Son-Importation.— See  India,  vols.  8, 4. 

2fo»-Inltreow»e.—8»»  Intereourt. 

ITorlK  OarMna,  vote  for  President  In  1S86,  2S0. 

KorlKtatttm  Boundary.— Id  the  House,  a  message  from 
the  President  relative  to,  oonaidsred,  6T9;  claims  of  the 
State  of  Maine,  679 ;  proceedings  of  the  commission,  680 ; 
terms  proposed  by  the  commission,  6S0;  American  pro* 
position  an  abandonment  of  the  claim,  68a 

In  the  Senate,  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  aurvey,  636;  report  relative  to,  638 ;  a  message  rela- 
tive to,  TS7;  report  on,  TSS;  a  bill  giving  the  President 
additional  nwans  of  defence  in  certain  cases  vf  Invasion, 
considered,  T61 ;  features  of  the  bill,  761 ;  consequences 
ofpanlnganchabUl,769;  no  part  of  the  bUIoonld  be 
viewed  as  a.  threat,  762;  the  Justice  of  our  cause  is  palpa- 
ble, T68 ;  the  bill  Is  little  mure  than  a  contingent  appro- 
priation placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  President,  768 ;  is 
It  a  threat  to  prepare  for  war  when  an  lotention  to  In- 
vade our  territory  has  1>een  avowed  ?  T64;  bill  passed 
nnonlmously,  IK. 

In  the  House,  a  debate  on  the  bill,  766.  &«  Indta, 
Tola.  8, 10, 19. 

irorlhtm  I'rontUr.—hk  the  Bouse,  the  bill  for  the  preser. 
vstlon  of  peaoe  on,  considered,  894 ;  object  of  the  bill, 
694;  should  pause  before  we  make  any  alteration  in 
those  principles  in  relation  to  our  export  trade,  which 
had  existed  so  long,  624 ;  the  blU  Inefficient  to  answer 
the  end  It  proposes,  695. 

JfortA-wett  Coait,  mploraUon  qf.—St»  Index,  vols.  T,  S. 

NosvxLL,  JoB2f,  on  counting  the  votes  for  President,  etc, 
ISS;  Senator  ftvm  Michigan,  889;  on  Mr.  Calhoun's 
resolutions,  S79 ;  on  neutral  relations,  640 ;  on  protection 
to  emigrant  Indians,  662 ;  on  the  tenure  of  Judges  in 
Territorie^  681 ;  on  the  t7sshingtan  Monument  Society, 
6S7 ;  on  proceeds  of  public  lands,  781 ;  on  the  naturull- 
xatlon  bw,  787.    <Sm  Index,  vol.  12. 

Nona,  Joseph  C,  Bepresentatlve  fh>m  Maine,  460. 

IirulH/teatlon.—See  Index,  voL  12. 


0<M*.—Slt  Index,  vol.  1. 

Occupying  Claimant  Zande,— See  Index,  toL  8. 

ClfflM,  a  certain  inqtOry  reepeeUng.—Se*  Index,  toL  6, 

Ogienre,  removal  of.— See  Index,  voL  1. 

Crgieere  <^ih»  Cuetomii,—See  Index,  toL  T. 

Officte,  plurality  i^.—See  Index,  voL  8. 

OoLK,  Chablxs,  Bepresentatlve  fh>m  Pennsylvania,  460. 

Ohio  Canal,  land  grant  to.— See  Index,  vol  11. 

Ohio  Sbrthem  Boundary.— See  Index,  vol  19, 

Ohio  Bioer,  Unprotemeni  of.— Set  Index,  toL  11. 

Mio  State  OovemmenL—See  Index,  vol.  9. 

Ohio,  vote  for  President  In  1686, 980. 

Ordiaanae  t^ltSl.—Set  Index,  vols.  8, 4,  and  Index,  toL  t, 
Mieeomi. 

Oregon  Territory.— tn  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  antborlie  the  oc- 
cupation at.  Introduced,  699 ;  if  the  Territory  is  neglect- 
ed, it  may  passfrnm  us,  629;  clause  of  the  treaty,  628; 
the  time  had  come  who)  w*  ought  to  assert  oor  right  to 
Oregon  or  abandon  it  forever,  K8 ;  referred  to  a  sdeot 
committee,  098 ;  a  petition  ftam  the  settlers  o(  789. 

Orieane  Terrttorlee.—8ee  Indtx,  vol  4,  TerrUorlee. 
OwKm,  Osoxsa  W.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Georgia,  4460;. 
on  slavery  petlttoos,  T-10 ;  on  report  on,  2!iL 


Pask,  BnuAH,  Bepresentatlve  from  NewToik,  tL   Be* 
Index,  ToL  13. 
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Paisteb,  Lufbl,  Reprcsentatlre  fVom  Penn^jrlranla,  4(a 

Painting  of  th»  PHneipal  Eotnit  of  1M  ItenlMon.—Se» 
Indie,  vols,  fi,  t,  la 

Pauieb,  Jobh,  BcpresentitlTO  fh>m  ]7ev  Toric,  480. 

Panama,  IMmiu  of.— In  the  House,  arewlatlon  on,  7M. 

Panama  Mlnitten,  intintetionn  to.— See  India,  toL  10. 

Panama  MUiiton.—Ste  Index,  vote.  8,  9. 

Paper  Money,  a  memorial  relative  tn,  28(1. 

PAsngt,  Aji ASA  J.,  RepresentaltTe  from  Kev  York,  4(0 ;  on 
tbe  death  of  Cmejr.OSi 

Pauicb,  BicnABD  E.,  Senator  from  Tligtnla,  tl. 

PAsns,  jAun,  BcprcsentatlTo  from  New  Jeraey.S.  Be* 
Index,  ToL  13. 

PAESBiGoBnAViBepreaentattTo  from  Maine,  8.  See  Index, 
voLlt 

Pasxestcr,  'Willlah,  BepresentatiTo  from  Uaasaehnaetta 
4*0 ;  on  tlie  Treasury  Note  bill,  509. 

Patmt  Office.— See  Index,  toL  10. 

PATTtssoK,  WauAM,  BeprcsentatiTe  from  Ohio,  4, 400;  de- 
eeose  of,  700.    See  Index,  voL  It. 

Pattok,  Joidi  M.,  BepresentatlVe  from  Virginia,  8, 4W;  on 
slavery  petitions,  8 ;  on  report  on,  SS ;  on  tbe  decease  of 
Uadlson,  86;  on  receiving  a  petition  from  slaves,  MT- 
2C9;  on  the  case  of  B.  M.  'Whitney,  304;  on  deposits 
with  the  States,  S!4 ;  otfers  a  resolution  on  abolition  pe- 
tltlon^5««.    Sm /B<f»,  vols.  11, 12. 

Pay  0/ 3rembert.—8ee  Index,  toIs.  8, «,  10, 11. 

Payment  o/Iniereet  to  State*.— See  Index,  toL  9. 

Payment  of  Specie  to  Jfembere.— In  the  Honse,  resolutions 
relative  to,  considered,  402. 

Pkabcz,  Jaxcs  a.,  Beprosentatlve  from  Hsiyland,  8, 4(0. 

Peabcx,  Dum  J.,  Bepresentative  from  Bhode  Island,  8 ;  on 
the  Executive  Administration,  219 ;  on  dopoeitswith  the 
States,  823.    See  Index,  vola  10, 11, 12. 

Pick,  Judok,  the  cote  <tf.—See  Index,  vols.  10, 11. 

Pick,  Lrmn  0.,  Bepresentative  fivm  New  Tork,  4(0l 

Penal  Code  in  Hie  piilrieiof  Columbia.— See  Index,  vol  12. 

Penal  Code  <ifthe  United  Sate*.— See  Index,  toL  8. 

Penitentiary  in  the  IH*lriel  of  OohMiila.—See  Index, 
ToLa 

Penmyhania  IneurQenl*.—See  Hidex,  vol  1. 

Penntylvania,  vote  fbr  President  In  1^  2S0. 

PnnrrBACEn,  Isaac  S.,  Bepresentative  from  Virginia,  4(0 ; 
on  the  Miieitslppi  Election,  4SS: 

Pension  SUl,  r»volationeuy.—Se*  Index,  rot  T. 

Peneion  late*.—See  Index,  vols.  10^  11, 12. 

P*n*ion*  to  Wounded  (^gleert  )^th*War  <if  ini.—S**  In- 
dex, voL  (. 

PnuT,  CoHxososs^-Ae  Index,  vol  lOl 

Petition,  the  right  of.— In  the  Hooso,  eonaent  askad  lotn- 
trodnce  a  resolntlon  relative  to,  203;  the  reaoInUon, 
39(;  modified,  S9(;  vote  on  reeeiving  a  petition  from 
davea,  29( ;  vote  on  the  right  of  petition  in  davea,  2Mb 

PettUon*,r*e»ptimntf.r-8*»  Index,  t<i.i,taA  Index,  vols. 
1,  (,  IS,  Staieery. 

Pnsixni,  DAvm,  Bepresentattve  from  Pennsylvania,  4(0. 

PcmoBicw,  Ebocbzeb,  Bepresentative  bom  North  Caroli- 
na, 8. 

Pxnoir,  BAnuc,  Bepresentative  IVom  Teaneease,  4;  on 
sbtvery  petltiom,  0 ;  on  the  deposit  banks,  19 ;  on  the 
Exoentive  Admlnistratloa,  321 ;  oo  a  soeae  In  the  com- 
mittee room,  2S9.    B*e  Index,  voL  12. 

PhOadeipMa  Frigate,  eaptore  of.—Se*  Index,  toL  9. 

PnxLTS,  LAKcn/>T,  Bepresentative  from  Oooaectioat,  8, 4(0. 

Fmura,  BraniM  O^  Bepresentative  tttaa  Maaaachnaetts, 
8,400;  on  the  Exploring  ExpeditkHiiSST;  oo  the  Treas- 
ury Note  bill,  S13.    See  Indtee,  vol  13. 

Picsxn,  FoAHcn  W.,  Bepresentative  tram  Sontb  Carolina, 
S,  400;  on  slavery  petitions,  (;  on  the  petition  firom 
daves,  271;  on  dqwalt  with  the  States,  821;  00  the 


fourth  instalment,  471 ;  on  postponing  the  (sortli  lastal- 

ment,  499;  on  the  sub-Treasury,  MO. 
PmoE,  Fbaxzuic,  Bepreaeotattve  from  Hew TTam|ishln. t; 

on  slavery  petitions,  ( ;  on  17 est  Point  Acadamy,  S; 

Senator  from  New  Hampahire,  889 ;  on  aboUtiioa  p«ll> 

tions,  MO ;  on  Calhoun's  rosolutlona,  fiM.    iSi«  Imdm, 

vollS. 
FacEmiT,  HsnY  L,  Bepreaentatlva  from  Sootli  OaraUaa, 

8;  nportson  abolition  petitions,  24;  on  the  report,  M; 

«n  the  petiUon  ttom  slaves,  ST2.    5m  Index,  toL  1>. 
Plraey  in  tke  Weit  lHdiet.—Se*  Index,  vola.  7,  i. 
PLimBB,  Abkold,  Bepresentative  Iknm  PenBSytraiiis,  4M, 
Ponisirrr,  J.,  Iiis  letter  tn  Gen.  Scott,  574 ;  do.  to  Oov.  Har- 

cy,  674 ;  do.  to  Mr.  Fox,  674. 
Polieh  Exile*.— -See  Index,  vol  12. 
Folk,  Jaho  K,  Bepresentative  bom  Teanoaee,  4,  411; 

elected  Speaker  of  the  Honse,8;  addreaa,  4;  nply  ta 

the  vote  of  thanks,  887;  chosen  Speaker  of  the  Haase, 

4(1;  on  the  order  of  business  at  the  extra  aesatoa,  4(8; 

reply  to  a  vote  of  thanks, 77(,    8**  Indem,  win  8,9, 

10,  IL 
PontiAartrain  Oanal  and  Ltoiilana  CbBegvL— &«  tnda, 

vol  10. 
Poor  of  ffeorgeloun,  wood  fbr.— Set  Indtx,  toL  11. 
PorB,  Jomr,  Bepresentative  lh>m  Kentucky,  480. 
Portugal,  eommeroe  icUlk.—See  Index,  voL  7. 
Poelag*  <ff  ITewtpaperer—See  Index,  toL  8. 
Potlag*,  reiueUon  qf.—Se*  Index,  voL  11. 
Pottmatter-Otneral,  talary  <if.—S»»  Index,  vols.  %  t. 
Po»l-<:ffie*.—Bt*  Index,  vd.  1. 

Poet-cfUe*  Department  Ineeetlgatten^-S**  Indem,  telL  11. 
Poei-<fSlce  Patronagt.—Be*  Index,  voL  6. 
Potomac  Rtvar  Bridge.— See  Index,  voL  a. 
PoTTKB,  'Wn.UASi  Vr.,  Bepresentative  fi<am  PMnaylvaala, 

4(0 :  on  the  death  of  CiUey,  (3«. 
Pom,  Datid,  Jx.,  Bepresentative  from  PemisytTaBia,  t, 

AM.    See  Index,  riO*.  11,1% 
Power*  <fik*  Government.— See  Index,  voL  IS. 
Pvm*r  of  the  Pretident  to  originate  JBnione.    See  Index, 

vol  II,  TurbIA  m-ion. 
PxATr,  Zaoocx,  Bepresentative  tnm  New  Totk,  4Ml 
Pre-*mption  Bight*.— See  Index,  vols.  7, 10, 11. 
Pbxxtih,  Jonx  H.,  Bepresentative  fMm  New  Jersey,  4(0: 
FuxTns,BAinna.,  Senator  from  Vermont,  889;  ontbeVei^ 

mont  Anti-SUivety  Beaolutiona,  816;  oB  dneHing,  (IS; 

on  printing  anti-slavery  petitions,  710;  OB  the  Miasia- 

aippi  election,  022.    See  Index,  vols.  11,  llL 
Pazsms,  SxBOBAira  S.,  Bepresentative  fttim  lllBMpiil. 

860 ;  against  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  7(8. 
Pre*»nl*fn>m  Foreign  Power*.— See  Index,  voL  IS, 
Prettnt*  to  Mlni*ter*,—See  Index,  voL  2. 
Pretldeney,  vacancy  In.— See  Index,  roL  1. 
Preetdenttal  Doeumenl.—St*  Index,  toL  12l 
Pretldentlal  Blet'tion In  the  House,  report  on  1 

proceeding  to  count  the  votes  ftn  President,  184 ;  ' 

of  peraottsnot  competent,  1(5;  coonting  th*  Totea,  US; 

Mr.  Van  Huron  notified,  395. 
Pretidential  EleeUon  in  the  Hon**.— See  Index,  ■ni^t.n. 
Pbxrox,  TfiLUAX  C  on  the  Expnngisg  Besoiatiea,  101,889; 

on  Mexican  afblra,  1(0 ;  on  copyright  to  ibrelgnen,  181 

1S4;  on  Texan  Independenea,  202;  on  postponlac  Oa 

fourth  instalment,  8S( ;  on  the  aub-Traasury,  439 ;  oa 

abolition  petttloDs,  699;  on  Calhoun's  Baaolatioaa,  t0l, 

688, 688 ;  on  the  Vermont  Anti-Slavery  Besidntioaa,  05; 

on  treasniy  notes,  (78;  on  the  fbnrth  instalmaa^  7U^ 

714.    Be*  Index,  ytHM. 
Preetom  QueMon.—S*»  Index,  vols.  1, 4,  S. 
Printing  Old  Joumat*.—See  Indec,  voL  U. 
Printing,  pnbUe.—Be*  Index,  voL  12. 
PrivUegm  qf  Senate  qfle*i%—Se*  Index,  tsL  T. 
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PrUaU  Lot—M  <•  S»rviee.—Se»  Indttt,  toL  J^ 

PHwxUert.—Se»  Jndta,  Tola.  4,  i. 

PropagaUnt  the  Gotpd  among  ih»  JltaUtMjSt*  Jndtm, 

TOlT. 

Protptrily  tiffk*  Onmlty.—Set  Intttm,  voL  12. 

froUctIn  PuHe:—St»  Indta,  toL  1,  and  Indtx,  Tola.  S,  t, 
JMUt  on  Import*. 

PnUU  <tft1u  PratdtnU—St*  Jndas,  toL  11 

Pntut  of  Muaschosetta  Sonaton  against  the  adoption  of 
the  Expanging  Beaolntlon,  158. 

PMie  Building*.— Se»  /n<2«ti,  Tola.  8,  T. 

PubUo  J)*bt.—Ste  Indee,  toL  8. 

PiMio  DtfavUtn.—See  Index,  toL  T. 

Pablte  Document*,  tuppretion  qfi—See  Jndim,  toL  T;  do. 
reprinting  of.— See  Index,  toL  IOl 

PiMie  J&rpendUwe*.—Set  Index,  toL  11. 

fubUo  Hependilnret.—'LMej  of  the  Seorotaiy  of  the  Tieaa- 
1117,484 

PiMie  Land*,  HMrOnUion  of  proceed*,  etc.— In  the  Home, 
a  rcaolatlon  relatlTe  to,  ooneidered,  SI ;  the  trne  qnwtlon 
to  b«  decided,  29. 

In  the  Senate,  leare  to  introdaco  a  bill  aaked,  61 ;  ob- 
ject to  contlnne  the  diatribatlon  with  the  State*,  61 ; 
amendment  offered  to  the  bill,  161 ;  lost,  161 ;  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  carried,  ISi. 

Ceuion  of.— In  the  Senate,  a  proportion  relatlTO  to, 
190;  the  blU  laid  on  the  table,  191. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  sales  except  to  actual  settlers,  &&, 
considered,  IW ;  the  great  principle  of  tho  bill  is  to  arrest 
monopolies  of  tbe  pnblic  lands,  and  limit  sales  to  actual 
settlers,  109 ;  is  this  principle  snch  as  to  recommend  It 
to  the  Senate  1 109 ;  ctIIs  of  tho  existing  system,  110 ;  a 
monopoly  of  its  lands  the  greatest  ti^nrj  to  a  ooantry, 
110;  what  has  the  OoTenmient  gained  by  saeUon  soles? 
Ill;  details  of  the  bill,  IIL 

Pre-ompUon  to  Aetwil  Settler*.— In  the  Senate,  a  bin 
to  grant,  Ac,  considered,  6S0 ;  amendment,  6!0i 

The  Mil  to  redoeo  and  gradnate  the  price  ot,  con- 
ddsred,  661;  amendmenta  mored,  661;  carried,  661; 
bin  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  661 ;  <Hie  of  two  oonrace 
of  policy  ought  to  be  parsned  in  regard  to  the  pDbllo 
lands,  662 ;  adhere  to  the  present  laws,  or  make  a  cession 
to  the  States,  669. 

In  the  Hoase,  the  Senate  bill  relatiTC  to  pre-emption 
considered,  6S2;  resolutions  offered,  TIT;  the  bill  to 
gradnate  the  price  o(  passed,  760;  a  resdatlon  cf  In- 
quiry relatlTe  to  tbe  distribution  of  the  proceeds  at,  781. 
As* /iMlea^Tols.  1,3, 8,  ^  7,10,11  JHetribnUon  <^ 
J'r«ee*d*.—Be*  Index,  toIs.  10,  11,  11  Purc\afr* 
tf.—B*»  Index,  toL  10.  QmdwMm  <tf  As  Prie*.— 
a*»  Index,  Tola.  8, 9. 

PvUMe  Xoney.—See  Index,  toI.  11 

Atrser*  in  the  Kaf)]/.—See  Index,  toI.  10. 

'PvauM, ^1  BeprasentatlTe  tnm  New  Tork,  68>. 


<l»aHr*,  mtmoriat  <if.—8u  Indtx,  toIs.  1, 9, 8. 
QuorfsriMMfar'*  l>*parlmeHl—Se*  Index,  toL  4. 


BaOnad*,  aid  to.— See  SmUx,  toL  10. 

MoMroadfrom  Baltimore  to  Wa*hington.—S**  Index,  toL 

11. 
KainwLm,  Jotira  F.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  New  Jersey, 

4601 
AoosoM,  prvMKUme  4^— A*  Adsa^  ToL  5b 
Bauimr,  Jama,  BepresentsttTO  tnm  Indiana,  461;  on 

postponing  the  fooith  InataliaoDt,  480;  on  tnaniy 

notes,  668. 


Beal  Xltata  and  Slavee,  valuaUonq^.— See  Index,  rot  6. 

Siu>,  Jom,  BepresentatiTe  troa  Ifasssohusetts,  8, 460. 

BEim,  Bit.  Mb.,  chosen  chaplsin  of  tho  House,  714 

BmoHis,  AmtniMi  BepresentatiTe  from  North  Carolina, 
8,460.    ,$te/»<i<ai,Tol.ll 

Report  on  the  mode  of  counting  the  Totes  fur  rrestdoiit,M4. 

Repreeentaiion,  ratio  of.— See  Index,  vols.  1,  S,  4. 

JtepreeeniaUvet,  guaUjlcation  of.— See  Index,  toL  6. 

Steignation,  doe*  it  aaue*  a  vacancy  t—See  Index,  toL  L 

BeeUMon  on  tho  decease  of  Eliss  BL  Kane,  S;  on  slaTCiy 
petlttona,  T ;  to  admit  the  Michigan  BepresentatiTe  as  a 
spectator,  11 ;  on  slarery  la  the  Distrlat  of  Columbia, 
and  slaTC^  petitions,  12;  for  a  bust  of  Mar»lisll|  14;  on 
the  purchase  of  books,  15 ;  on  an  inrestigatlon  of  the  de- 
posit bonks,  16-19 ;  on  the  dcccsse  of  lilchard  J.  Man- 
ning, S3;  on  abolition  petitions,  S4,  27,  S8 ;  on  the  de- 
cease of  Madison,  8T,  48 ;  on  Texas  Independence,  48, 99 ; 
on  the  decease  of  B.  H.  Ooldsborongh,  S6 ;  on  commerce 
and  narlgatlon,  fi7;  on  the  treasury  circular,  87;  of 
thanks  to  tbe  Tloe  President,  1S2;  on  counting  the 
TOtes  for  President,  eto.,  185 ;  on  Madison's  papers,  196 ; 
relatlTO  to  the  land  laws,  19S ;  of  thanks  to  the  President 
pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  206 ;  on  the  decease  of  Darid 
Dickson,  111 ;  to  release  the  States  fh)m  the  payment  of 
the  deposit,  213;  on  the  ExocntiTo  administration,  SIS; 
on  the  decease  of  John  Coffee,  211 ;  on  the  decease  of 
George  L.  Klnnanl,  212;  on  tho  President's  Message, 
819;  on  the  extension  of  the  pension  system,  886;  on 
the  right  of  peUtlun,  295 ;  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  885 ; 
of  relief  to  Mrs.  Susan  Decatur,  S5S;  relative  to  the 
scene  in  tbe  committee  room,  268;  on  the  mode  of 
oonnting  the  Totcs  fur  President,  265;  relatlTe  to  the 
petition  fh>m  slaTce,  263,  269,  S71 ;  of  oensnre  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, 278,  274,  230,  231,  SSS;  relatlTe  to  B.  M.  Whitney, 
291, 297, 804, 806 ;  relatlTe  to  notes  of  the  United  SUtes 
Bank,  814;  relatlTe  to  the  deposit  banks,  881 ;  on  the 
deoesse  of  James  Stondlfer,  463 ;  on  the  payment  of  spe- 
cie to  members,  463;  on  reference  of  the  Presidents 
Message,  463;  on  the  order  of  business,  46S;  on  the 
Unltsd  States  and  Mexico,  463 ;  on  annexatian,  46S ;  on 
the  decease  of  Senator  Kent,  655;  on  expunging,  BS6; 
of  Mr.  Calhonn  on  slaTery,  567, 678;  note,  563;  of  Mr. 
Clay  relatlTe  to  abolition,  593 ;  on  the  Mississippi  eleoUon, 
613, 616, 631 ;  on  Canada  aflUrs,  616 ;  on  the  distribution 
of  books,  619;  on  the  decease  of  J.  CUley,  688,  684;  on 
iDTCStlgattng  the  canses  of  the  death  of  CUley,  685;  on 
the  decease  of  Timothy  J.  Carter,  654;  on  the  decease  of 
Isaac  McKlm,  656;  relatlTe  to  Texas,  662;  relatlTe  to 
the  decease  of  Joab  lAwler,  665 ;  rescinding  the  tteastny 
order,  680 ;  on  books  for  members,  CSl ;  on  tho  north- 
eastern boundary,  633 ;  on  the  decease  of  'Wm.  Patter- 
son, TOI ;  of  Andrew  Y.  Bmyn,  701 ;  on  the  rights  of  the 
Sooth,  70S,  706;  on  slaTcry,  718;  on  futility  of  constita> 
tional  resolntion^  718 ;  on  financial  policy,  715 ;  on  the 
British  outrage  at  Schloeser,  715;  relattre  to  the  Monroe 
doctrine,  T16 ;  on  the  Wisconsin  election,  716 ;  on  pnbUe 
lands,  TIT;  on  money  reoelT^d  from  enstoms,  T19;  lela- 
Utc  to  proceeds  of  pnblic  lands,  T80;  on  the  liberatliHi 
of  American  sUtcs,  783 ;  relatlTe  to  James  Bamsey,  T45 ; 
of  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  T6a, 

Selrinehment-See  Indtx,  toI.  10; 

Bevtmue  Bond*.— la  the  Senate,  a  bill  for  tbt  naewal  tt, 
oonsMered,  481 

£«MnM  OaUtMon  BOL—Set  KMU\fleaUon. 

BtvefKU*,  eoUeation  qf^-See  Index,  toL  8. 

Benenue  Cutter*,— See  Index,  toL  4. 

Betenate,  reduction  qfi—Se*  Index,  toL  U 

fsceHtM,  *urplu*i—la  the  Honae,  a  report  on,  848;  btO  to 
rednee,  S49 ;  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  S49;  important  measoro,  S49;  will  create  a 
panic  in  the  country,  249;  is  It  a  party  mesran?  S49; 
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whit  doea  the  Secretary  of  the  Treuuiy  my,  but  that 
the  rerenae  wHI  ftU  abort?  200;  motlan  to  lay  on  the 
teble  loet,  25a 

Kindt  of  Itdnm/  for.— la  the  Senate,  notice  forleare 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  860;  the  blU  Introduced,  8<7;  the 
President  recommends  gold  and  silver  exclaslvely,  8<T; 
effect  of  the  resolution  of  181S,  863;  the  bill  of  last  ses- 
sion, 868;  Its  principles,  868;  what  Is  at  this  moment 
the  nngrsclons  attitude  In  which  the  Oovemmunt  is 
placed  towards  the  people  1 869 ;  a  state  of  things  not  to 
be  perpetuated,  869;  divorce  of  bank  and  atate  are 
catch-words,  869 ;  we  are  told  of  the  Ineonventenee  of 
receiving  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver,  8T0 ;  the  eor- 
rcncy  should  be  Improved  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
as  well  as  the  Oovemment,  869 ;  tendency  of  the  drcn- 
lattoQ  of  the  precious  ipetals,  as  stated  by  the  President, 
8T0;  "Increase  the  safety  of  bank  paper,"  8T1;  the 
measnre  proposed  almost  received  the  unanimous  con- 
tent of  the  last  Congres%  8T1 ;  Its  advantages,  8T1 ;  It 
would  secure  a  sound,  stable,  and  convenient  eorreney, 
872;  the  sub-Treasury  scheme  squints  towards  a  treas- 
ury bank,  8TS ;  will  you  organize  snch  a  great  moneyed 
machine?  8T2;  question  involved  In  the  bill,  8T8;  bill 
ordered  to  a  second  reading,  874. 

SnoluHon,  loUUn  qf.—See  IntUat,  vols.  10, 11,  and  ladex, 
vols.  8,  6,  Soldier*, 

Rmohttlon,  mnieing  qgletrt  of.—Su  Indtai,  vol.  8. 

Jltnolutlonary  Bounty  Land». — See  Indea,  vol.  8. 

SetotaUonary  Claime.—See  Indem,  vol.  12, 

BevoluUonary  Peneion  Syttem.—See  Jndem,  vol  S. 

BxTXou>^  Jom,  Bepresentatlve  trom  Illinois,  4.  See  In- 
dem,  vol  12. 

BcnroLDS,  Joscpn,  Bepresentatlve  ftom  New  York,  8;  on 
depodts  with  the  States,  814. 

Bmrrr,  B.  B^uwiiu,  Representative  from  South  Carolina, 
460;  on  treasury  notes,  499 ;  on  the  Treasury  Note  bill. 
Bit;  on  the  attack  on  the  Caroline,  67!Ii 

Shade  Idand,  admUeion  qf.—8ee  JiuUa,  vol  1. 

mode  aland,  vote  tot  President  In  1836, 280. 

BionAxoaox,  Jomr  P.,  Bepresentatlve  from  South  Carolina, 
460. 

UiPLST,  ELiAzm  W.,  Representative  from  Louisiana,  4, 461 ; 
on  shivery  petitions,  6;  on  the  Executive  admlnlstra- 
tlon,  228. 

Bina,  Fbancis  E.,  Bepresentatlve  fhun  Virginia,  460. 

Brvm,  Wtuiui  C,  his  substitute  relative  to  the  treasury 
drcnlar,  94 ;  on  the  treasnry  eirenlar,  9S;  on  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Colonization  Society,  164;  Senator  IhMn  Vir- 
ginia, 889 ;  on  the  kinds  of  money  Ibr  revenue,  867 ;  on 
the  snb-Treasnry  bill,  402 ;  on  the  Independent  treasnry, 
622;  on  the  fourth  Instalment,  TIL    See  Index,  voL  12, 

Stadt  and  Oatuile,  eurveyfor.—See  Indeie,  vol  T. 

Mood  from  Detroit  to  CMeago;  do.  from  Petaacola  to  St. 
AuffveUne;  do.  from  Oeorgta  to  Kete  Ortea»e.—See 
tndea,  vol.  8 ;  do.  <n  Arkan»a».—8e»  Inde»,  vol.  9. 

Roade,  Poet.— See  Index,  vols.  8,  T. 

Koade,  Poet,  repair  of,  in.Mle»lmlppt.—8ee  Indem,  vol  8. 

Bead*  in  Statee  or  Terrttoriee,  dtfftretuse  l>etu>e»n.—8ee 
Indtte,  vols.  9, 10, 

BoASC,  Jons,  Bepresentatlve  from  Virginia,  81 

BoAn,  John  J.,  Senator  from  Virginia,  889;  on  abolition 
petitions,  1SS7 ;  on  the  Vermont  Anti-Slavery  resolntlons, 
(16 ;  on  book  purchases,  TTISl 

BoBBDis,  AsBWL,  on  Madison's  papers,  194;  Senator  from 
Bhode  bland,  S8V;  oa  books  for  member*,  68T.  See  In- 
dex, Tola.  S-IS. 
BoBExnoR,  Jon»,  Representative  from  Virginia,  8,  460;  on 
report  on  abollilon  petitions,  2S;  on  the  censure  of  Hr. 
Adams,  274;  on  deposits  with  the  SUtes,  812,  821;  on 
treasury  notes,  498;  on  the  lasso  of  treasury  notes,  506. 
fil4,ai&    See  Indue,  yAtt 


BoBursox,  Jobs  11,  Senator  from  DIlBoia,  889.  Be*  Imim, 
vola.  11, 11. 

BOSEBS,  Jajos,  Bepresentatlve  frtnn  South  OsroliB*,  8. 

BcooLzs,  JoBK,  Senator  from  Maine,  889;  on  neutral  rela- 
tions, 618;  on  the  decease  of  Timothy  J.  Carter,  C4. 
See  Index,  vol  12. 

Rulee,  amendment  qf.~See  Index,  vols.  9, 10,  IL 

Bvusrr,  Edwabd,  BepresentaUro  tram  Kento^y,  4(0;  «b 
steam  navigation,  749^ 

BussBLL,  Davio,  Bcpresentattve  from  New  Toik,  t,  (Ml 

Bueeian  Treaty  in  tkit  KorUt-yBUt,  eontraeetMon*  ^— Sm 
Index,  vol  Vk 


Salt  Dviyand  liMng  Bowi*y.—S»e  Index,,  toL  8^  DMet 
SALTOiiSTALi.,  L.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Maaaaehnaetts,  (OH 
Sabta  Abha,  bis  letter  to  Praldent  Jackson,  ISO. 
SaiannaJk,  relief  o/.—See  Index,  vol.  2. 
Bawtxb,  Baitoxl  T.,  Bepreaentatlve  ttom  North  CaroUaa, 

46a 
5cens  in  a  Committee  Boom. — ^In  the  Iloaae,  induIgeBce  tar 
an  ezpUmation  asked,  269;  statement  of  the  &M<,  289; 
extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  conunltteei,  2S(;  the 
actual  ocoorrenoo  on  the  oecasioa  related,  260. 

How  the  proceedings  of  tbo  oommittce  hava  tea 
misrepresented,  260;  statement  In  detail,  2(0;  aihar 
statements  made,  262, 168, 264. 
SOHSXOK,  FiBDncAini  B.,  Bepresentatlve  fi«n  New  Jarsey, 

8,    &M /ndeiii,  vol  11     ' 
School  Lande.—See  Index,  vol  la 
Seamen,/oreign  merehant,—See  Index,  voL  & 
fiHimea,  proMeMon  q/:— tSe«  Adeta,  vols.  8, 4. 
Seat  of  6of)emment.—St  Index,  voli.  1, 2, 8,  fi. 
Secret  Proeeedinoe,  ptOMealion  qf.—See  Index,  TuL  4, 
Sedttion  Xato  q<  1798.— >Sm  Index,  vda.  4,  6;  9,  and  b^tx, 
voL  2,  D^entiee  Meature*  and  SediOoue  PraeUem. 
Seminole  War.— In  the  Ho«ae,  a  blU  making  appavpriatlaB 
to  suppress  hostilities,  eonsldend,  U;  their  depreda- 
tions, 11 ;  cause  of  the  disturbances,  12 ;  aeeeialty  ibr 
speedy  action,  12 ;  inde&nite  oharaeter  of  the  appropria- 
tion, 12 ;  light  on  the  subject  desired,  14;  wiiat  am  the 
grounds  for  the  appropriation  1 14 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  appropriating  for  aappraatoa  _ 
of  Indian  hostilldea,  conslderod,  632 ;  the  seirvtc*  of  tha  ° 
Qovemment  and  character  of  the  country  aaflMng  fee 
want  of  the  paassge  of  this  bm,  632;  09aeola,(8l;  char- 
acter of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  18S^  (S2 ;  olj|«etfaMM« 
oonrse  adopted  towarda  Boss,  0S8 ;  hi*  proeeetBnga,  (88; 
poslUon  of  the  administration  upon  this  ladiaa  subject 
delicate  and  peculiar,  684;  fhrther  remaikt,  (d 

It  Is  said  a  tmnA  was  committed  on  the  FlocMa  b- 
dlans  in  the  treaty  ibr  their  lemoval,  (95;  whei*  If 
cated,  685;  narrative  of  the  eaosea  whidi  led  to  tte 
Seminole  war,  6S9l 
Siminole  War.— See  Index,  rAt. 

Senate  convenes  at  2d  session  24th  Congrea*,  45;  cobtcm* 

at  extra  session  of  1887,  829 ;  a^Jonms  at  close  cf  axtza 

session  of  1837,  450 ;  convenes  at  2d  sesaiaB  cf  29U 

Congress,  644 

Sbboiakt,  Joux,  Bepresentatlve  trvm  Peoixylvaabi,  4(1 

,Sm  Itidex,  vols.  S,  (,  T,  8, 10, 11. 
Simx,  AuBBoai  H.,  Delegate  ft«m  Arkanaa*,4;  nuMlw 
from  Arkansas,  45,  829,  656;  on  duelling,  (38;  «a  tte 
tenure  of  Jndges  in  Territories,  681.    See  Ind*x,  yok. 
10, 11, 11 
SinioTrB,  WtLUAX,  Bepresentattre  flnom  Now  Tork,  8. 
Bvzrwm,  DAXm,  Bepresentatire  from  Peonvlvaiila,  4(1 
SmpABD,  Ciuxua,  BaprateatsUr*  ttaia  North  Carailn*, 
4(1 
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BmxrAMD,  Wniuji  B^  BepreMBtattr*  from  North  CSaroU- 
mslL    8t*Indta),rols.ia,ll,li. 

SmrrcBD,  AiroDBTiini  IL,  RepreMntstlTe  from  North  Car- 
oIlDk,  8,  4«a    Sm  IndtiB,  vola.  «,  10, 11,  la. 

Smzpia,  £.  J.,  RepraMntstIre  from  Tonneaaee,  4,  Ml ;  on 
th«  caae  of  James  Brown,  144. 

Simix,  WiLLUH  N.,  BeproMntstiTa  from  New  Jersey,  8. 
Su  Indae,  toL  12. 

Smrun,  Matibui,  BepreaeatatlTe  fhnn  Ohio,  4(1. 

Bm.BT,  Mask  H.,  Bepresentitlra  from  New  York,  4(0 ;  on 
postponing  the  fourth  Instalment,  474. 

SiOKLn,  NicnoLia,  Bepresantatlre  from  New  Tork,  8. 

SUt,  euUutt  q/:—8te  Indent,  toL  1L 

SliM»g  I'tuid.—SM  Indm,  vol  la 

SOvtr  Cotnag*.— la  the  Senate,  petitions  for,  presented, 
188;  this  want  esosed  by  the  disproportionate  Talae 
between  gold  and  silver,  788 ;  hence  silver  exported,  788 ; 
nardtf  not  caused  by  exportation,  T88 ;  sHver  most 
valuable  for  export,  788;  no  •earelty,  788;  small  paper 
notes  have  made  change  scarce,  TBS;  Importation  now 
b  almost  exeloslvcly  gold,  789 ;  object  of  the  petition- 
ers to  obtain  a  supply  of  change  instead  of  shinplssters, 
740;  silver  and  gold,  bills  of  1S34,  740;  report  of  the 
Becretary  of  the  Treasury,  740,  741 ;  sliinplasters  expel 
silver,  ^741 ;  farther  debate,  748. 

Sladi,  VTtLLiAic,  Representative  lW>m  Termont,  8, 4(0;  on 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  S<8. 

Savtry,  action  if  Iitdiana.—St»  Indtx,  voL  8,  Ordbionet. 

Sav*ry  i»  Me  DUtriet  <tf  ColumbUi.— la  the  Hoase,  peti- 
tions presented,  6;  laid  on  the  table,  S;  ftarther  peti- 
tions, 6;  motion  not  to  receive,  5;  Impropriety  of  Intro- 
ducing them  here,  (;  votes  equivocal,  6;  motion  to  re- 
consider, (;  right  of  petition  sacred,  6;  care  should  bo 
taken  to  allay  public  feeling,  ( ;  former  motion  mlsan- 
derstood,  6;  the  question  most  be  met  now  or  at  some 
fritnre  time,  7;  desire  to  agitate  the  question,  T;  motion 
to  reconsider  laid  on  the  table,  T. 

Besolntlons  on  the  sabjeet,?;  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  reCirrtng  a  petition,  T;  idle  to  attempt  to  avoid 
this  subject  by  any  parliamentary  manoBUvre,  8 ;  neces- 
sity of  quieting  the  anxiety  on  the  subject,  8 ;  what  the 
Tote  will  show,  8 ;  the  only  way  to  get  rid  of  the  qnes- 
tlon,  8;  how  disposed  of  ibrmerly,  8,  •;  present  action, 
t ;  dlaeosslon  will  follow,  9 ;  what  becomes  of  the  In- 
oendiary  speeches  if  they  go  to  the  pnbltet  9;  this  sub- 
ject is  no  aOMr  of  yoara,  10 ;  nothing  satisfy  the  South 
bat  the  indignant  rejection  of  these  petitions,  10. 

Who  are  these  petitioners  1 10;  their  condition,  10; 
qnestion  of  reconsideration  carried,  10 ;  motion  to  lay 
the  petition  on  the  table,  11;  carried,  11, 

Besoiatlons  otrere<l,  12;  qnestion  taken  and  carried, 
18;  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  84;  not  one 
ground  in  the  whole  report  for  Southern  men  to  rest  a 
foot  npon,  S4;  an  abuidonment  of  the  rights  of  the 
Bonth,  S4;  the  report  onght  to  be  printed,  IS;  It  yields 
every  thing  the  abolitionists  eonld  have  expected,  iS. 

Ifotion  to  reeommlt  with  Instructions,  Ac,  85 ;  should 
print  It,  15;  every  tiling  not  surrendered  to  the  aboli- 
tionists, S6 ;  the  number  of  memoriala,  2( ;  great  moral 
causes  at  work  in  flivor  of  the  South,  S(;  the  power  of 
Congrees  in  the  District,  86 ;  every  thing  operating  &- 
Torably  for  the  South,  88 ;  farther  debate,  87 ;  first  reso- 
lution adopted,  ST ;  second  resolutioo  adopted,  S3 ;  third 
adopted,  n, 

In  the  Senate,  a  memorial  of  the  grand  jury  of  Wash- 
ington, protesting  against  the  interference  of  dtlxens  of 
distant  States  with  slavery  In  the  District,  ISS ;  rootlon 
to  print  an  extra  number,  153 ;  it  takes  thu  right  ground, 
158 ;  is  the  subject  matter  proper  for  Congroas  to  enter- 
tain, 158 ;  it  would  lead  to  the  belief  that  Congress  was 
•boat  to  aet  on  the  snbjeet,  153, 


Heraoiials  tnat  Indiana  presented,  ISO;  motton  to 
neelT*  bid  on  tU  td>l«,  187, 188. 

In  the  Honse,  petitions  for,  presented  and  bid  on  th* 
table,  854;  othera  presented,  855 ;  petition  of  Southern- 
era,  S55;  nothing  about  slavery,  265;  Utid  on  the  table, 
S55;  other  petitions  presented,  and  a  motion  to  suspend 
the  rule,  S60. 

Petitions  fVom  tamalee  of  twenty-eight  towns  in  New 
nampshlro,  265 ;  laid  on  the  table,  itt. 

Petition  iVom  Fredericksbnrg,  Virginia,  S((;  to  (top 
the  sbve-trade  In  the  Dbtrict,  SM. 

Petition  from  twenty-two  sbves,  Ut ;  what  shall  be 
done  with  it?  SW;  tint  Instance  of  the  kind,  2(( ;  should 
be  snmmarily  dealt  with,  2(6;  such  infhictlon  of  the 
rules  should  bo  punished,  267;  rules  suspended,  207; 
motion  to  take  the  Fredericksbnrg  petition  fh>m  tho 
table  and  return  it  to  its  authors,  8(7;  amendment 
moved  rebtive  to  the  presentation  of  a  petition  from 
sbvea,  8(3 ;  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  8(8;  aa 
abnse  of  the  right  of  petition  to  present  papers  India- 
criminoteiy,  8(8;  too  many  seek  to  hide  their  opinloni 
on  the  abolition  of  sbvery,  under  a  denial  of  the  right 
of  petition,  S(9;  an  amendment  offered  relative  to  eon- 
tempt  of  the  House,  8(9 ;  is  there  the  power  or  the  will 
in  this  Honse  to  dlsoountenanoe  such  proceedings  f  8(8 ; 
the  resolution  states  two  Buts,  are  they  so  1 2(8. 

The  charge*  made  against  me,  870;  attempt  to  pr*- 
sent  a  petition  from  slaves,  and  praying  for  their  eman- 
cipation, 870;  who  knows  that  this  b  sot  STO;  what  b 
the  decision  of  the  HonseT  STO;  why  are  we  almost 
dally  drawn  Into  the  oonsldention  of  abstract  and  im- 
practicable subjects,  270 ;  views  under  which  Mr.  Ad- 
am* acta,  271 ;  charity  for  his  age,  271 ;  will  we  live  up 
to  the  agreement  we  have  made  with  oar  Sonthem 
brethren  t  STl;  an  attempt  to  Introduce  a  petition 
from  dare*  no  trifling  matter,  STl ;  other  resolntlons, 
SIl. 

The  proceedings  the  effect  of  the  resolutloiM  on  tbb 
subject,  2T8;  bound  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  thb 
body,  878;  the  Union  salb,  871 ;  the  venerable  member 
hoaxed,  878 ;  this  subject  ought  not  to  be  discussed  by 
Bonthem  members,  878 ;  discnsslan  had  continued  until 
excitement  had  risen  to  tho  highest  pitch,  878;  whether 
the  petition  was  a  jest  or  not  his  conduct  wss  reprvhan- 
slble,  878. 

Besoiatlons  of  censure  of  Hr.  Adams  eonsidend,  S18; 
he  did  not  present  the  petition  of  sbves,  ST4 ;  explana- 
tion, ST4;  modifleatlon  of  the  reeolation*  othred,  ST4; 
explanation  should  be  satlslhctory,  8T5;  the  resolution, 
ST5;  the  explanation  does  not  prove  the  propriety  of 
his  eoune,8T5;  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  coarse 
to  be  pursaed,  275;  thii  South  not  well  understood, 
275;  did  the  member  from  Ussiaehusetts  viobt*  any 
parliamentary  mle  f  S7( ;  was  it  an  offense  to  give  color 
to  the  idea  that  sbves  possess  the  right  of  petition  > 
8T(;  how  gentlemen  seek  to  jnstuy  their  coarse,  S7(; 
oar  great  ftindamental  rights,  S7( ;  these  rights  a**aU*d 
In  the  denunciations  of  the  North,  2TT ;  can  the  sentl- 
menb  of  a  portion  of  the  people  in  tht  noa-sbvehoMlng 
States  be  a  crimet  877;  the  right  of  petition  not  a  right 
given  by  the  constttption,  877 ;  will  these  angry  attack* 
check  the  spread  of  the  disapprobation  of  sbvery  T  878 ; 
the  right  of  petition  ^ipertalns  to  th*  person  of  tb*  pe- 
titioner, 878;  Anther  debate,  S78. 

The  resolutions,  880 ;  not  true  that  all  men  hsv*  th* 
right  to  petition  the  Oovemment,  881 ;  object  of  tho 
Abolitionists,  281 ;  the  reaolation  of  the  House  rebUve 
to  theeo  petitions,  tSl ;  iU  extent,  SSI ;  wrong  to  raise 
the  queetlon  whether  sbves  can  petition,  281 ;  the 
charge  of  offence  too  vague  to  justify  a  vote  of  oensorv, 
8SS;  legal  rights  of  the  sbvo,  288 ;  oharaoter  of  these 
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petltioos,  SSi;  modiflcatioii  of  the  uncodment,  282; 
prevloua  qnestlon  moved  and  not  aeoonded,  2S2. 

FInt  qaeation  before  the  Uoum  wu  whether  they 
would  receive  s  petition  from  ilaTes,  283;  reasons  oa- 
slgned  for  not  receiving  their  petition,  2S3;  petition  a 
right  given  by  the  God  of  nature  to  every  nun  when 
crekted,  2S3 ;  t  petition  U  a  supplication,  2$1 ;  this  right 
does  not  depend  npon  condition  or  character,  284 ;  onoe 
admit  that  the  right  of  petition  Is  limited,  and  limita- 
tions will  be  constantly  added,  2SS ;  docs  It  depend  on 
the  power  to  grant  the  request  T  285;  the  resolutions 
which  have  been  offered,  %5;  when  you  charge  others 
with  crimes,  be  sure  of  yonr  fiicta,  286 ;  threats  of  an  in- 
dictment, 280;  the  members  of  thla  House  amenable  to 
n  giand  Jury  for  words  spoken  In  debate  I  287 ;  first  re- 
quest of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Conunons,  287 ; 
not  to  be  Intimidated,  287 ;  am  I  to  be  found  guilty  for 
giving  color  to  on  idea?  238;  the  resolution  dues  not 
answer  my  question,  283;  It  turns  npon  the  man,  233; 
the  second  resolution  a  substitute  for  all  the  others,  2S9 ; 
not  oonacioos  of  having  given  the  least  pardcle  of  offence 
to  the  House,  289 ;  adjournment  moved  and  lost,  2S9 ; 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  moved  and  lost,  290 ;  reso- 
lutions njjeoted,  290. 

Petitions  presented,  iSS5 ;  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 
carried,  SCS;  others  presented,  6S5;  question  of  recep- 
tion, cortied,  C65. 

In  the  Senate,  petitions  presented,  S5T ;  Is  this  feeling 
on  the  Increase  >  fiS7 ;  not  on  the  Increase,  fi57 ;  grows 
out  of  a  spirit  of  &natlcism,  667 ;  no  oondllatury 
course,  no  temporizing,  657 ;  committee  of  the  District 
not  oonatitnted  to  consider  this  snt(|ect,  657 ;  it  is  asked 
if  this  Increase  of  petitions  does  not  arise  ftom  a  belief 
that  the  right  of  petition  te  Invaded,  658 ;  limits  of  this 
right,  568 ;  better  meet  the  petitioners  at  once,  and  say 
they  have  no  right  to  come  here  on  this  subject,  668 ; 
their  prayer  Is  reasonable,  temperate,  Just,  658 ;  no  rea- 
son for  urging  their  reception  but  to  produce  excite- 
ment, 558 ;  men  of  all  parties  concur  In  these  petitions, 
E09;  sentiments  of  New  Hampshire,  659;  to  receive 
and  report  would  not  increase  excitement,  669 ;  it  is 
said  the  right  of  petition  Is  violated,  669;  nothing 
gained  by  discussion  here,  560;  past  course  of  the  Sen- 
ate, 5«0 ;  win  control  political  parties  at  the  North,  660 ; 
thrther  debate,  661 ;  laid  on  the  tabic,  562. 

Vtrmcnt  Anti-Slavery  i2en>/ut<oiM.— Infkmons  libel 
on  the  South,  662 ;  the  united  voice  of  Vermont,  668 ; 
the  time  hod  come  to  determine  if  this  Union  was  to  be 
dissolved,  663 ;  respect  duo  to  the  source  whence  the 
resdatlons  come,  668 ;  memorial  withdrawn,  668. 

In  the  House,  motion  to  reftr  two  memorials  to  the 
Committeo  on  the  District,  568;  possible  results  of  such 
a  course,  DM;  members  from  Virginia  requested  to 
Tetlre,  684 ;  other  delegations  requested  also,  664 ;  qnes- 
tions  of  order,  564 ;  House  a^jonms,  645 ;  futt,  5(5. 

Besolntlon  to  lay  all  petitions  on  the  table,  666 ;  pro- 
oeedlngs,  566 ;  resolution  adapted,  567. 

Mr.  Calhoun'i  JZesoJuMone.— In  the  Senate,  resolu- 
tions offered,  SKI ;  the  reoolntlons,  567 ;  note,  668;  oljoct 
of  the  resolutions,  563 ;  desirable  to  pass  them  by  a 
unanimous  Tote,  669, 

17  hat  would  abstract  propositions  of  this  natara  effect  r 
669 ;  no  measure  could  be  considered  child's  play  when 
all  that  was  dear  to  man  was  at  stoke,  569 ;  danger  of 
producing  mischief  by  discussion  of  the  resolutions, 
669 ;  was  It  not  better  to  meet  the  question  a  little 
offensively  than  not  to  meet  it  at  all  ?  570. 

Oonntor  resolutions  offered,  670 ;  the  creed  of  the 
Abolitionists  dlspUiyed,  570. 

Beason  for  pressing  the  reaolntlons,  670;  to  decide  if 
any  neutral  groand  could  be  adopted  on  which  to  tally 


and  check  tills  Iktsl  doctrine,  670;  amendments  moteii, 
571 ;  debate,  671, 571;  vote  on  the  separate  res«datiaiia, 
577 ;  the  resolutions  as  passed,  677. 

VTbj  strike  out  the  words  polUUsal,  moral,  or  nlig- 
iotut  identical  langaage  of  the  Abolitionists,  579;  this 
the  ground  on  which  to  meet  them,  679;  thein,  agnad 
aebemo  of  nnlrersal  emancipation,  579;  amenrtmirt 
moved  to  the  third  resolution,  679;  slavery  entirely  a 
domestic  question,  679 ;  Uaiyland  and  Virginia  vmU 
never  have  ceded  If  they  Imagloed  this  qnestloa  wo«ld 
have  been  raised,  680 ;  reasons  for  Inserting  the  words 
proposed  to  be  struck  out,  530;  if  this  war  la  to  be 
transferred  to  the  North,  would  you  weaken  the  boads 
of  those  who  fight  for  the  South!  580;  Osneral  Oov- 
omment  bound  to  keep  "hands  of^"  SSI ;  eSset  of  the 
amendment,  581 ;  ftirther  amendment  offered,  539;  re- 
marks, 582. 

Amendment  offered,  583 ;  sU  classes  of  men  so  In^ie- 
scriptible  right  above  all  government  to  the  freedooi 
of  speech  and  the  right  of  petition,  5S8 ;  ameudmeat 
adopted,  683;  what  intended  by  the  original  reaolntiaas, 
584;  abstractions,  5S4;  smendment  and  readnUois 
cannot  stand  together,  684;  sooroe  of  the  ameodmeit, 
585 ;  first  resolution  embodies  the  principles  of  ■■HI- 
floation,  685 ;  they  contain  all  the  prinelplea  of  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  685;  motion  to  reftr  to  a  aeleet  ood- 
mittee,  BS6;  the  resolutions  assume  the  only  eoosii- 
tutlonal  ground  which  can  give  peaoe,58(;  the  mass 
adverse  to  the  fimstlcs,  687 ;  extent  and  magnitude  of 
the  present  danger,  687;  first  object  to  meet  the  diaaaee 
where  it  originated,  568. 

This  not  tho  best  course  to  attain  the  desired  reealts, 
688;  this  the  great  eentre  of  sgltation,  538 ;  what  shall 
we  gain  by  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  f  589  ;  what 
have  we  witnessed  on  the  present  ocessioa!  539;  oa 
what  are  these  abstnotlons  to  operate  ?  6S9. 

The  resolutions  not  called  for,  589 ;  Abolitionists  have 
no  motive  to  dissolve  the  Union,  690 ;  misguided  phllas- 
throplsts,690;  dlsenssion challenged, 590;  notaceasaie 
of  Abolitionists  whlqwred,  691. 

The  resolntlons  sound  and  Just,  591 ;  they  sn  on  aa- 
swer  te  the  petitions,  591 ;  designs  of  the  agltotan  not 
confined  to  the  District,  592 ;  what  is  the  real  sooroe  of 
danger  ?  592 ;  not  predict  tho  issos  of  the  strngi^  at 
the  North,  592 ;  amendments  moved,  533 ;  fourth  res»- 
lutlon  adopted,  593 ;  the  fifth,  598 ;  difference  with  the 
other  resolutions,  593 ;  presents  the  iseoe  In  this  Dis- 
trict, 694;  the  resolutions  meet  Ihe  case,  594;  so  haigaa 
shivery  continues  in  Uaryland  and  Virginia,  it  Is  vain  to 
expect  Its  abolition  here,  6(4. 

Vogue  and  general  abstractions,  694 ;  the  mover  reBss 
on  two  points  to  carry  tho  Senate  with  him,  593 ;  it  is  pos- 
sible the  gentleman  might  be  mistaken,  699 ;  Interiennee 
with  slavery  a  violation  of  public  &lth  to  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  595;  these  resolutions  may  tend  to  in- 
crease excitement,  696 ;  ofltsrcd  to  revive  and  rally  the 
State  rights  party,  696 ;  nothing  needed  in  the  alave 
States  to  stimulate  our  vlgllanoe,  696 ;  three  rlsssiw  of 
cases  for  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  peUtiaa,  IM ;  It  Is 
said  when  a  petition  Is  once  in  pcssesrioa  of  the  Senate, 
the  right  has  been  prsoticoUy  enjoined,  597 ;  It  Is  ssU 
these  &natics  are  beyond  the  reach  of  any  orguineat,' 
097;  no  apprehension  for  the  safoty  of  the  Union,  <W7; 
other  resolutions  offered,  59$;  to  what  they  relate,  OKI 

The  principle  taken  that  conceastof  is  the  way  t» 
meet  the  Abolitionists,  699 ;  what  Is  there  alarming  in 
the  mere  &ot  of  receiving  petitions,  699 ;  farther  debate, 
699,60a 

The  smendment  entirely  abandons  the  territorlas  ts 
the  Abolitionists,  601 ;  It  ooncedes  the  ri^t  of  Congress 
to  appropriate  fhnds  to  emancipate  slaves,  401 ;  admits 
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the  dotf  of  Congress  to  recelrs  and  dlsenn  abolition 
pctltlona,  m ;  the  lov  and  anbdaed  tone  of  the  amend- 
ment, 601 ;  reply,  Ml,  002 ;  amendment  adopted,  603 ; 
TOte  recomldered,  602 ;  the  flnt  part  places  slavery  In 
the  District  on  Its  tme  principles,  60S ;  motion  to  strike 
ont  the  second  part  carried,  608. 

No  matter-of-fact  or  groond  of  argument  on  vhlch 
tUa  affirmation  of  pUghted  (Kith  can  be  snatalned,  608 ; 
Congreaa  has  exclnslTe  Jurisdiction  over  the  District, 
606 ;  the  States  making  the  cession  expected  Congress 
to  exerdse  this  Jnrlsdlctlon,  603. 

Would  the  States  have  ceded  this  territory  If  they 
supposed  Congress  wonld  make  It  an  asylom  for  ItagltlTe 
slaves  r  608 ;  a  violation  of  implied  lUth  to  abolish 
slavery  In  this  District,  603. 

The  words  of  tbo  reaolatlon  speak  for  themselves, 
604;  nothing  to  support  the  affirmatian  of  plighted 
ftlth,  604;  no  provisions  In  the  act  of  cession,  601; 
cases  supposed,  60B ;  flist  branch  of  the  substitute  car- 
ried, 60S. 

Beeond  branch  of  the  substitute  considered,  605 ;  note, 
60S ;  reason  given  for  not  abolishing  slavery  In  Florida, 
because  It  Is  Inexpedient,  606;  this  tUladons,  606; 
a  partlcnlsr  territory  should  not  be  designated,  606; 
Ulssonri  Compromise  a  dangerous  measure,  606;  this 
resolution  contrasted  with  the  fifth,  606 ;  no  other  ter- 
ritory bat  Florida  in  which  slavery  exists,  60T ;  It  Is  said 
the  tone  of  the  resolutions  Is  not  strong  enough,  60T; 
two  oompromlses  on  the  Missouri  question,  607;  fhr- 
ther  debate,  608,  609 ;  resolution  agreed  to,  610. 

Sixth  resolution,  610 ;  the  fundamental  position  that 
the  XJnlon  rests  on  an  equality  among  the  several  States, 
610;  whatever  destroys  this  equality  tends  to  destroy 
the  TJnlon,  610 ;  ibrther  remarks,  610 ;  motion  to  lay 
the  resolutlen  on  the  table,  611 ;  carried,  611. 

VtrmontAnti-Slavtiy  Rttolitttoru  introdueed  again, 
615;  their  substance,  615;  offensive  language  of  the 
resolutions,  615 ;  motion  to  lay  the  question  of  reception 
on  the  table,  lost,  616;  resolutions  laid  on  the  table, 
616;  presented.  Tit;  debate,  T20. 

In  the  House,  resolutions  rehittve  to  abolition  peti- 
tions, &a,  T02;  the  resolutions,  T02(  rules  suspended, 
702;  purport  of  the  resolutions,  703 ;  relation  of  master 
and  slave  a  matter  exclusively  withlu  the  regulation 
of  the  States  where  It  exists,  704 ;  these  are  not  South- 
em  resolutions,  704;  previous  question  moved,  704;  a 
plot  sprung  on  the  South,  705 ;  let  every  one  toe  Uie 
mark,  705;  rote  on  the  soTorol  resolutions,  705, 706; 
fbrther  resolutions  presented,  713 ;  appeal  IVom  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  742  ;  statement  of  the  Speaker, 
T42;  resolutions  laid  on  the  table,  742. 

Bemonstnmce  of  citizens  in  the  District  sgalnst  out- 
side interference,  748 ;  remarks,  748.    Set  IiuUm,  vols. 
6, 9, 10, 11, 12. 
Stav*ry,  ITtffro,  ^l^  Sovth  AmtHoa.~Set  Indm,  vol.  8L 
Stavtry  SMoluHotu,relatU)»  to,  {»  new  Sakt.—S«e  Indea, 

rcHa.  8, 6;  and  Indm,  toL  2,  TtrrUorit*. 
Stave*,  eocul,  trantportatton  qf.—Su  JncUce,  vol.  T. 
Slave*,  deported.— See  Jndea,  vols.  6, 9 ;  do.  /uBtttve.—See 
Indtas,  vols.  6, 6, 7 ;  (!o.  importation  of.— See  Indea,  voL 
t,  and  ynfee,  vol.  8,  Jhitiet;  do.  indemnity /or.— See 
Indea,  toL  6;  <fo.  migration  of.— See  Jndex,  voL  6;  do. 
p4tttUmi.—See  Indea,  vols.  1,  S,  4,  & 
iSZiMW*,  UberaHon  by  Brttleh  aulhoritiei.—In  the  Senate,  a 
resolution  of  Inquiry  ralaUve  to,  188;  Message  commu- 
nicating the  Information  called  for,  202;  &cts  of  the 
case,  208;  jirlnclple  assumed  by  England  that  there 
could  be  no  property  In  persons,  iOS ;  ours  not  the  only 
mode  In  which  man  may  have  dominion  over  man,  208; 
why  does  she  not  nuke  reparation  7  203. 
Vou  Xm.— 41 


Slave;  tMr  right  to  pedMon.— In  the  House,  remaps  on, 
087. 

Slave-  Trade.— See  Indea,  Tola.  2, 6, 7, 9. 

Smcbb,  Bxv.  Ma.,  chosen  chaplain  of  the  Senate^  851. 

SLoa^n,  JoKATiuH,  Bepresentatlve  from  Ohio,  4.  5m  I»- 
dem,  ToL  12. 

S;oop*  (/  War.— See  Index,  vol  7. 

SmaU  Armed  Teetele.—See  Indea,  toL  6. 

Small  Note*  in  the  IHttrtet  </  CMvmiia,— la  the  Senate,  fl 
bin  to  reetraitt  the  Issue  ol;685;  of  donbtftU  expediency, 
566 ;  these  banks  never  authorized  to  Issue  less  than  five 
dollar  notes,  565;  no  reasons  for  postponing  the  subject, 
666;  Author  debate,  566.    Se-e  Indea,  voL  12. 

SuTH,  Fxuccis  0.  J.,  Bepresentatlve  lh>m  Maine,  8,  460 ; 
on  the  purchase  of  books,  17 ;  on  business  of  the  session, 
462 ;  on  postponing  tho  fourth  instalment,  477.  See  In- 
dea, vol  12. 

SiiTrn,  Jonit,  the  cate  <if.—See  Indea,  voL  8. 

Sioni,  Kathak,  decease  ot,  4.    See  Indea,  voL  12. 

SioTH,  Ouvxs  H.,  Senator  flrom  Indiana,  205,  889 ;  on  tbs 
sub-Treasnry  bill,  87S ;  on  Calhoun's  resolnUons,  S3S, 
534;  on  duelling,  657. 

SuTH,  FxsxT,  Senator  from  Connecticut,  205,439;  on  Cal- 
houn's resolutions,  693. 

BMxm,  WiLUAii,  votes  for  as  Vice  Presldeot,  279. 

Smitheonian  Legacy.— la  the  House,  a  message  relative  to, 
TOt 

SinilhMmian  InetUution.—See  India,  vol.  12. 

Shtdsb,  a.  W.,  Bepreeentative  from  Illinois,  461. 

Soldier*  qfthe  Revolution.— See  Indea,  vols.  8, 6. 

South  AmerUsan  State*.— See  Index,  vols.  6,  7. 

South  American  and  other  Mietlon*.—See  Indea,  voL  12l 

SocTBASO,  Sajcuil  L.,  Senator  flrom  Kew  Jersey,  889;  en 
the  fortification  bill,  191 ;  on  a  bankrupt  law  applicable 
to  banks,  459 ;  relative  to  the  Maine  boundary,  769.  See 
Indea,  toL  12. 

South  Carolina  Claim*.— See  Indea,  vols.  9, 11. 

South  Carolina,  ordinance  <tf.—Se»  Indea,  voL  12;  do. 
re»oluUon*.—See  Indea,  voL  12. 

South  Carolina  ProteeL—See  Indea,  voL  10. 

South  Carolina,  vote  for  Preeldent  in  1886,  280. 

BoimiGATK,  W.  W.,  Beprcsentative  ttota  Kentueky,  460. 

Spain,  raHftcation  of  the  treaty  oflWi.—See  Indea,  vol  T. 

SrAKOLXS,  David,  BepresentaUve  lh>m  Ohio,  4,  See  In- 
dea, vol  12. 

Specie  Payment*.— See  Indea,  vols.  5, 12. 

Specie,  traneportation  <^,  in  pubUe  armed  ve»eeli.—See 
Indea,  vol  7. 

Srnsin,  Jxssz,  Bepiesentative  from  North  Carolina,  8;  on 
the  appropriation  bill,  21.    See  Indea,  vols.  10, 11, 12. 

BraiOK,  JoHX  H.,  Senator' ftrom  Maryland,  99,  889. 

Spsxcxb,  Jauxs  B.,  BepresentaUvo  bum  New  York,  460: 

Sfbaoux,  "W.,  Beprcsentative  from  Rhode  Island,  460. 

BTAKDiriB,  Jaxcs,  Bepresentatlve  ftvm  Tennessee,  4;  de- 
cesso  oi;  461.    See  Indea,  vol,  12, 

Staxlbt,  Edwaso  D.,  BepresentaUve  from  North  Carolina, 
460. 

Slate  Balance*.— See  Indea,  vol  2. 

St.  Domingo.— See  Indea,  vols.  2,  7. 

Steam,  it*  application  to  navigation.—la  the  House,  a 
resolution  to  present  a  gold  medal  to  son  of  James  Rum- 
sey,  746;  history  of  his  application  of  the  use  of  steam, 
745-750. 

Stxiu,  Johic  N.,  BepresentaUve  from  Maryland,  3. 

Stoct,  five  miBion,  new.— See  Indea,  vol  8. 

Stohi,  'VTilliak,  BepresentaUve  from  Tennessee,  461. 

BToaxs,  BauAHT,  BepresentaUvo  ttma  Ohio,  4;  on  Indian 
hosUUtles,  14. 

Btbakoi,  Boaur,  Senator  fl^>m  North  Carolina^  61, 839 ;  on 
tho  treasniy  circular,  92 ;  on  the  expunging  resoluUon, 
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1ST;  on  the  memorial  of  the  ColonliaUon  Soeletj,  IM; 
on  the  •uh-Treuniy  bill,  881 ;  on  Oalhonn's  reaolaUont, 
S6t;  relative  to  Calhoun's  resolatlona,  60S;  on  ellTer 
oolnage,  788,  T8>,  T40;  on  North  Carolina  resolatlona, 
T24,T87. 

SnATTOK,  Chaxus  C^  BepreaentatlTe  from  New  Jersey, 
460. 

Bttaxt,  A>cbibuj>,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Virginia,  460. 

SuabttUg  <ifSla(M.—Se*  Indem,  toL  <. 

aub-Trta*ury.—S46  IndtptntUnt  Tttamery. 

Si/^rtn  at  Altuattdria,  rtHtfo/.—St*  Jndim,  rot  9. 

S)^ir4rt  in  War.— See  JmUx,  vol.  6. 

Saffor  Oait*.—S»»  Indtts,  toI  10. 

Avar,  dratcback  on  reJIiud.—Set  Indta,  toL  10,  DuUti. 

Stmdaf  JfafU—SM  Jndea,  vola.  S^  T,  10, 11. 

SHprmM  0auH.—8t4  Index,  toL  10. 

Surgeon-Geiural  qf  the  lfatj/.—Se»  hndta,  vol.  10. 

BoTima.iKn,  Jon.  B.,  BepresentatlTO  from  Fennaylraota, 
8.   Ae/ndM,  Tola.  10, 11,11. 

SiriLKTwonr,  BAjnriL,  U*  dtfaleaiUm.—\a  the  Ilouae,  mes- 
sage relative  to,  TOS;  extract  from  a  paper  communleat- 
•d  by  the  President,  TOS. 

Bwxaxuonf, ,  Bepresentatlvo  flvm  Ohio,  689. 

Stceden,  eommerolal  intercourie  wiA—Su  Indea,  toL  9. 

Swir;  BnuAjm,  Senator  tcom  Ton^ont,  889 ;  on  aboUtlos 
petitions,  S5T;  on  Vermont  resolutions,  508;  on  Cal- 
honn's  reaolaUona,  S66 ;  on  the  Vermont  Antt-Slsvery 
roaolattona,  <1&    Se4lndea,volVL 


Taeabapa  Jnssion.— &e  Index,  toL  9. 

Tauxtssbo,  Johx,  Repreeentatlve  from  Virginia,  8, 460. 

TALLMasoi,  KATHAinu.  P.,  Senator  from  New  York,  889 '. 
on  the  sab-Troasnry  bill,  883 ;  on  treasury  notes,  6T8 ; 
on  north-eastern  boundary,  638 ;  on  the  Ibnrtli  Instal- 
ment, nO;  relatlTe  to  the  Maine  boondaiy,  TOI.  See 
India,  ToL  11. 

Tamee,  HreeC—Se*  Indtx,  Tola,  1,  fi,  6;  <fo.  war.— Sm  In- 
dex, ToL  6. 

Tatios,  WnxiAX,  BepreaentatlTe  from  New  Toik,  8, 460. 

Tmmmeee,  admieeion  <if.—See  Indem,  toI  1. 

Tmneeeee  Land  CMmi.—See  Indm,  toL  10. 

TkniMsee^,  r^frue  land*  in.— See  Index,  toL  10. 

Tmneeeee,  Tote  fbr  President  In  1S36,  S80. 

Territorial  aoeemm»nt*.—Se»  Indeie,yol.  4. 

TVrttoriM— iSm /ndsai,  vols.  1,  9, 8, 4, 61 

Tina*  Independence.— la  the  Honae,  a  reaolntion  to  n«og- 
nlie,  reported,  48 ;  raeolntlons  adopted,  43. 

In  the  Senate,  a  reaolntion  relatlTo  to,  90;  oorro- 
spondenoe  relatlTe  to,  198;  ■recognition  moved,  100; 
postponed,  100;  taken  up,  102;  passed,  iOi;  message 
raapeeting,  tS& 

In  the  HoDse,  an  appropriation  for  a  diplomatic  agent 
to,  considered,  SIS ;  the  qnestlon  InTolTse  the  destiny  in 
some  sort  of  a  yonng  Bepnblic,  816;  non-intervention 
has  hitherto  been  the  praetlce  of  this  Oovemment,  825; 
massage  of  Monroe  In  1819,816;  U  it  tha  daty  of  this 
conntry  now  to  reeognlae  Texas  as  an  independent  na- 
tion t  OS;  daSeianey  of  onr  information,  815;  her  abil- 
ity to  m«iiit»iti  a  separate  existence,  826;  an  act  of  re- 
eognition  would  be  an  acknowledgment  of  oar  deter- 
mination to  uphold  her,  826;  tIows  of  the  President, 
81T ;  Texas  parpoaes,  upon  oar  acknowledgment,  to  seek 
for  admljsioa  into  the  United  States,  S2T ;  action  of  her 
OoTemment,  SIT;  are  we  not  bound  by  erery  consider- 
atloB  of  oomity  to  eonfor  with  Mexico  before  we  recog- 
nise the  independence  of  one  of  her  reTolted  piOTincet  ? 
SUw 

Facts  relaUTe  to  Texaa,  S18,  829,  880;  Mexico  am 
ncTer  reassert  her  power  over  Texas,  SSL 


In  the  Senate,  remonstrances  presented  against  the 
annexation  at,  tiS ;  the  annexation  has  beoome  a  aati}eet 
of  communication  between  the  two  Govemmants,  449; 
frirthor  remonstrances,  61T ;  petltiona,  628L 

In  the  Hoose,  remgnstrsoces  ag>ilnst  the  arnirratlo 
ot,  prownted,  464 ;  anti-annexation  petltiona  preasBtad, 
55T ;  the  resolutions  of  the  Tennessee  Lsglalatnre  rela- 
tive to,  presented,  661. 

Teme,  reeogntHon  <if.—Se*  Ittdtm,  toL  11. 

T^auU  it  Me  ^peoter.— In  the  Honse,  a  reaolatiea  at,  of- 
fered, T68 ;  can  this  be  received  without  snaponillng  tha 
ndesT  T6S;  precedents,  T68;  mored  to  strike  ont  tka 
word  "  Impartial,''  T63 ;  he  lias  not  been  Impartial,  T68; 
details,  T69;  a  more  perfect  party  Speaker  there  iMTer 
had  been,  TTO ;  fbrther  debate,  TTl ;  resolutloB  passsfl, 
TTl. 

TnoMAS,  FsAxcn,  BeprosentatlTefhmi  Maryland,  8, 4(0;  «■ 
slavery  petitions,  6;  on  the  admission  of  "'^'■'b*".  9; 
on  -coantlng  tha  votea  for  President,  2(M ;  on  baakrapt 
hlW^46S.    &« /Mfeiii,  TOls.  11, 11 

TBOHnoH,  Jomt,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Ohio,  4,  See  Indtm, 
vols.  10, 11,  IS. 

TnovrsoB,  Wasdt,  Jl,  BepresentatlTe  from  Sonth  CaroDaa, 
8, 460 ;  on  report  on  abolition  petitioDa,  14 ;  oo  reeeiTlag 
a  petition  from  daves,  26S,  STl ;  on  dqxisits  widi  tha 
Btotea,  811 ;  on  a  salary  for  an  agent  to  Texas,  SIB;  ea 
the  attack  on  the  Caroline,  5T& 

TiLLorsnAST,  J.  L.,  BspreaentatiTa  ftom  Bltode  Uand,  M; 
on  the  attack  on  the  Caroline,  BT5;  on  the  dlstiihatlia 
of  books,  620. 

TirToic,  Jomc,  on  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  tlie  District, 
186 ;  Senator  fh>m  Indiana,  889 ;  on  small  notes,  SCt.  « 

Ttth  qfPrtMent.—See  Indtm,  t. 

Trrcs,  OBASun,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  York,  466. 

ToLAHD,  OxoBOB  W.,  Bepreaestativo  from  FeasiylTinii, 
46a 

TbpograpMeal  Survev>.—See  Index,  toL  11. 

7brp«fa  Jbpertinent.—See  Index,  toL  T. 

Tocost,  Isaac,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Conneetleat,  8, 460 ;  oa 
Neatral  Belatlona,  SSL 

Towns,  Oiosei  W.  R,  BepreseotsUTe  from  Oeoisia,  4, 440. 

TVeosoii,  pmiehmtnt  <if.—See  Index,  toL  5. 

JYeaton  and  Sedition  Defined— Se*  Index,  toL  1l 

Treatury,  eondHton  </U«,  66S, 

7yeatury,—Se»  Index,  toL  S. 

TVeosury  CVrevIar,— In  the  Senate,  resolutions  rclatiTe  to, 
offered,  5T ;  natnre  of  thla  paper,  6T ;  ol^ects  for  which 
it  was  taaatd,  68;  erron  of  tlie  Beoretaiy,  K;  to  de- 
stroy tha  effect  of  the  deposit  bm,  69;  otlier  mo- 
tives, S9. 

Extract  IVom  the  Prealdent's  MeaBsge,E9;  this  order 
intended  to  save  the  flnanoea  and  the  enrTeney,  SO;  the 
constitutional  medium  of  gold  and  sliver,  the  only  ssftty 
to  the  national  Unanoes,  60;  opposition  to  the  resolntiens, 
68;  chsrges  upon  their  advocatea,  68;  what  ia  meant  by 
oonsUtutlonal  currency  r  68;  what  waa  the  law  whsa 
the  Secretary  Issued  this  order?  M;  leeolntiaa  of 
1816,61. 

Weighty  reasons  to  justii^  voting  sgainst  tills  reacte- 
tion,  S4 ;  eSlscts  of  tha  order,  63. 

BnbsUtute  oflsred,  66;  V>t4eata  of  the  reaolnttooa,  61; 
lathis  wttliln  our  power?  66;  power  oftheExeeatiTe  to 
Issue  the  order,  66;  policy  and  expediency  of  the  meaa- 
ure,  6T;  courae  of  the  Secretary  In  the  ezecutiaa  of  the 
deposit  Ull,  67. 

The  substitate  considered,  92;  Congress  has  no  power 
to  repeal  an  order  of  the  ExecntiTe  departmant,  M;  a 
direct  declaration  of  repeal  InoperatlTa,  91;  the  resoli- 
Uona  propcae  to  preserlbe  a  role  nnneoestarDy  where  a 
large  discretion  is  necessary,  98 ;  they  an  intended  to 
censore  the  Pnsident,  9S. 
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The  autxtttnta,  94 ;  the  drenlir  h«s  done  tta  work,  95 ; 
one  object  of  It  was  to  check  the  tendency  to  bank  Is- 
aaes  and  bank  credits,  96;  no  operation  more  delicate 
than  the  reduction  of  the  currency  of  a  country,  95; 
now  called  upon  to  eatablbh  some  permiineBt  and  equal 
rule  for  the  collection  of  the  public  revenue,  98;  two 
things  to  be  settled  In  our  Ideas,  9C;  olject,  not  the  sup- 
presdon  of  bank  paper,  but  an  efflelent  regulation  of 
it,  96;  exclusion  of  small  bills,  9T;  the  system  of  enr- 
rency  of  Adam  Smith,  97 ;  reform  in  the  eorrency  of 
England  traced  in  detail,  98 ;  the  result  of  it  In  practice, 
98 ;  an  abundant  supply  of  the  precious  metals  In  the  or- 
dinary channels  of  circulation.  Is  the  end  to  be  aimed  at, 
98 ;  Incompatibility  of  a  paper  and  metolUo  eorren- 
cy, 99. 

IHindt  Beeeitable.—'Bni  taken  up,  1(2 ;  amendment 
lost,  1S2;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  162 ;  the  bill,  US, 

Importance  of  the  original  resolution  for  redslon,  now 
in  the  form  of  a  bill,  IIB ;  paper  money  Intended  to  be 
mode  the  enrrency  of  the  Oovemment,  165 ;  objections 
ag&lnst  the  bill,  165;  the  attempt  to  suppress  small 
notes,  166 ;  now  the  time  to  do  It,  106 ;  Influence  of  the 
small  bonks,  166;  their  Influence  In  England,  16T; 
statement  of  Horeley  Palmer,  167;  our  present  position, 
163;  constitutional  enrrency,  163;  no  certainty  In  the 
kind  of  money  to  be  reeelTod  at  the  land  offices,  16S; 
tend  to  Inondote  the  new  States  with  paper,  168 ;  sbonld 
no  longer  ncelve  paper  money,  168 ;  a  measure  rescind- 
ing the  treasury  order,  169;  effects  of  the  order,  169;  Its 
effect  on  the  Western  banks,  170 ;  immediate  means  in 
proportion  to  a  bank's  liability,  170;  further  debate, 

•  in. 

Facts  and  circumstances  under  which  this  oontroveny 
originated,  178 ;  why  vote  for  a  reference,  and  then  de- 
nounce the  only  report  the  committee  can  moke  f  174 ; 
why  assail  the  committee  1 174 ;  scenes  of  ruin  an  ex- 
tinction of  all  bonks  would  couse,  174 ;  this  meosure  is 
sold  to  be  o  repeol  of  the  constitution,  175 ;  resolution  ol^ 
1816, 175 ;  the  bill  compored,  175;  ostoundlng  doctrines 
odTonoed,  176 ;  the  bill  should  hove  been  o  resolution, 
176;  the  proviso  of  the  bill,  177 ;  prerious  propositions, 
177 ;  Tiews  of  the  Senator  from  Iflssourl  heretofore,  178, 
IT9 ;  to  authorize  o  receipt  of  bonk  notes  In  payment  of 
rerenne.  Is  not  o  repeal  of  the  constitution,  179;  no  In- 
ducement held  out  to  the  banks  to  suppress  small  notes, 
181;  farther  debote,  131 ;  bUl  passed,  190. 

In  the  Honso,  the  blU  limiting  the  fnndsrecol  Table  <br 
revenue,  considered,  881 ;  amendment  offered,  881 ;  Its 
eflisct  Is  to  destroy  every  valuable  provision  of  the  bill, 
889 ;  a  central  power  necessary  to  regulate  the  currency, 
882;  this  bin  a  repeal  of  the  Treasury  Act,  832 ;  (tarther 
debate, 882;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reodlng,  888;  Ml*, 
S88 ;  o  resolution  to  rescind  passed,  680. 
TVeosury  JTofes.— In  the  Senote,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Issue 
of,  reported,  851 ;  motion  to  make  the  amount  ten  mil- 
lions, 859;  is  it  the  object  of  the  Government  to  force 
the  conversion  of  the  sums  In  the  bonks  into  metal,  to 
be  deposited  in  the  treasury  1 859 ;  the  object  of  Issuing 
treasury  notes  was  to  antidpote  the  fhnds  in  deposit 
with  the  bonks,  until  Congress  should  soy  how  they 
should  be  mode  ovolloble,  869 ;  not  to  bo  used  as  bonk 
notes  unless  the  low  should  authorize  them  to  be  so 
used,  859;  bat  the  Stotee  would  have  taken  the  bonk 
notes,  899. 

Ur.  Calhoun's  views  on  the  first  and  second  bonk,  860 ; 
reasons  for  opposition  to  o  reunion  with  bonks,  860 ;  in- 
fluence of  Oovemment  endorsement  an  bonk  notes,  860 ; 
eooses  which  hove  led  to  the  present  stote  of  things, 
3(1 ;  toriff  Oct  of  1828,  861 ;  renewol  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bonk  of  Englond,  861 ;  other  eooses,  362 ;  the  question 
of  reliei;  862 ;  Oovemment  con  do  but  little,  8(2 ;  should 


set  on  example  of  liberal  indulgence,  868 ;  we  hove  ar- 
rived at  a  remarkable  fro,  863;  days  of  encroachments, 
tarilft,  surpluses,  &C.,  post,  863 ;  **  I  move  off  under  the 
direction  of  the  State  rights  banner,"  863 ;  history  of  thot 
party,  863 ;  amendments  offered,  308. 

Hlsopprehen^ons  respecting  this  bill,  864 ;  two  classes 
of  treasury  notes,  8(4;  notes  for  Investment,  864;  notes 
for  currency,  8(4 ;  choncter  of  the  proposed  notes,  864 ; 
the  bill  denounced  os  the  germ  of  o  new  natlonol  debt, 
8(5;  the  policy  of  Issnlng  treosury  notes  In  time  of 
peooe,  865 ;  no  Interest  should  be  allowed,  865, 

The  Government  bos  an  extensive  domain,  365 ;  tnter- 
mt  would  cause  them  to  be  taken  to  Europe,  866;  on  in- 
jurious effect  would  be  produced  on  the  price  of  cotton 
if  they  bore  interest,  886 ;  motion  to  strike  out  the  al- 
lowance of  Interest,  866 ;  the  object  Is  to  make  the  notes 
equal  to  gold  and  sliver,  866 ;  this  matter  of  interest 
should  be  left  to  tift  discretion  of  the  Secretory,  866 ; 
omendment  rtijeoted,  367;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
867 ;  passed,  367. 

In  the  House,  o  bill  to  oatborlze  the  Issue  o(  reported, 
463;  obill  for  the  Issue  of,  considered,  497;  the  Senate 
bos  no  right  to  send  o  money  bill  to  this  House,  497; 
this  Is  o  money  bill,  497 ;  such  objection  too  Ute,  493 ;  it 
is  o  mere  ontlctpotlou  of  the  receipt  of  revenne,  498; 
House  bill  token  up,  498 ;  condition  of  the  treasory, 
498 ;  these  notes  denounced  as  poper  money,  493 ;  amend- 
ments proposed,  499 ;  not  bear  inteivst,  499 ;  ol^ct  of 
the  Committee  of  Woys  ond  Meons,  499. 

Views  of  Oenerol  Joekson  on  this  bill,  E08;  obJecUono 
to  the  bill,  603;  commencement  of  o  new  notional  debt, 
SOS ;  our  mode  of  raising  money  Invites  cxtrovagonee, 
t04;  extracts  fW>m  the  opinions  of  others,  504;  ore  we 
prepared  to  run  over  ogaln  o  coreer  of  Improvidence, 
504 ;  whot  is  the  ftand  looked  to  Ibr  the  ledempUon  of 
these  notes,  604;  prophecy  of  the  messoge  thot  under  o 
State  charter  the  bonk  woold  prove  stronger  thon  ever, 
606 ;  complaint  that  the  Pennsylvonlo  Institution  did  not 
contlnne  to  pay  specie,  606;  the  word  dtvorc*,  is  to 
reconcile  us  to  every  evil,  606 ;  unneoesssiy  oa  o  nvenoa 
measure,  606 ;  other  objections,  607. 

The  bill  is  Indirect  ond  deceptive,  60S ;  olreody  passed 
o  bill  to  postpone  the  ibarth  instalment,  608 ;  Congress 
so  power  to  Issue  treosory  notes,  608 ;  the  rate  of  inter- 
est Is  left  to  the  Secntory,  60S;  eomestness  of  the 
ftiends  of  the  measure  calculated  to  exdte  surprise, 
009 ;  the  commencement  of  o  permonent  and  moat  peril- 
ous system,  609;  o  greot  change  come  over  oor  aoUonol 
oaklrs,609. 

Otjected  thot  no  rote  of  interest  Is  fixed,  609 ;  objected 
thot  the  Issue  Is  nnconstltatlonal,  510 ;  the  present  em- 
bortassments  hove  not  orlsen  fhim  what  may  be  called 
generol  distress,  510;  oljected  thot  the  bill  Is  deceptive, 
510. 

Called  npon  to  Increase  the  bordeiia  of  tha  people, 
Sll ;  did  the  people  expect  such  longooge  fhnn  those  to 
whose  Intereata  they  hove  shown  so  much  devotion  f 
Oil ;  should  commence  the  remedy  where  the  evUa 
origlnoted,  611 ;  let  the  treasury  continue  in  wont  of 
funds,  512 ;  only  procticoble  rellel^  o  Oovemment  loon, 
019. 

This  bill  waU  eoleuloted  to  oflbid  reUef;  012;  nothing 
to  do  with  pr  ovldlng  0  currency  other  than  the  constl- 
totlon  literolly  mentions,  613. 

A  partial  and  restricted  meoaure  which  ftamUbea  o 
hard  enrrency  to  the  Oovemment  but  not  to  the  peo- 
ple, 613 ;  o  meosure  ibr  the  emission  of  ten  millions  of 
poper  carrency<518;  nothing  will  do  to  resort  to  the 
extroordlnosy  and  dangerous  resouroe  of  treosury  notes, 
614;  •  iGhems  fi>r  tba  establlgbmant  of  o ntttonal  bonk, 
614. 
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No  doubt  of  the  coiutltatloiul  power  of  Congrcas  to 
lasne  thrae  notes,  514 ;  value  of  the  notoe  four  per  cent 
better  thin  bank  paper  in 'the  market,  MS;  In  what 
form  will  theM  notee  be  moet  beneficial  to  the  pablicf 
616 ;  amendment  moved,  Sit. 

Effects  of  a  debaaed  and  diaotdered  cnrreney,  MG; 
fearflil  thia  is  the  flrat  stage  of  the  disorder,  51T ;  paaa  this 
bill  and  the  Government  la  made  Independent  of  the 
people,  MT ;  £>nttdod  on  a  pretext  ntterly  nnfoonded, 
filT;  a  much  better  way  to  supply  the  defideney,  BIS; 
compel  the  Oovemment  to  recognize  the  only  drca- 
latlQg  medium  In  the  country,  518. 

Is  It  not  conceded  that  the  treasury  Is  nearly  ex- 
hausted ?  519 ;  called  an  Incipient  step  towards  a  treasury 
bank,  619 ;  bill  passed,  620;  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Issue 
ot,  reported.  Ml ;  object  of  this  bill  Is  to  give  the  treas- 
ury lull  benefit  of  the  act  of  October,  ttt ;  resources  of 
the  treasury  were  ample,  but  tlie  public  creditors  una- 
ble to  meet  their  engagements,  666 ;  treasury  notes  were 
objectionable  because  they  were  nnproductlve,  and  al- 
ways would  be  depreciated,  (6T ;  the  present  issue  com- 
pared to  continental  money,  667 ;  this  method  adopted 
In  order  to  prevent  a  pressure  on  the  merchants,  667 ; 
bill  passed,  663 ;  motion  to  reconsider,  668 ;  a  partial  Is- 
sue of  notes  and  the  remainder  by  loan  the  best  course, 
668 ;  motion  to  reconsider  lost,  669. 

In  the  Senate,  the  House  blU  considered,  tt) ;  scarcely 
twenty-four  \tom  since  the  bill  came  here,  and  the 
question  Is  on  ordering  it  to  a  third  reading,  669 ;  other 
less  objectionable  modes  of  ralslog  means  might  be  re- 
sorted to,  669;  bad  policy  to  get  into  the  habit  of  rais- 
ing money  by  such  means,  669 ;  it  is  said  there  is  ao 
Imminent  necessity  for  passing  this  bill,  670 ;  it  is  said, 
the  bill  Is  not  broad  enough  to  aocompliah  Its  oljeet, 
CTO;  It  Is  said  there  are  no  statements  of  the  condition 
of  the  treasury,  6T0 ;  standing  of  the  notes  In  the  mar- 
ket, tn ;  mnch  has  been  said  about  the  advocates  of  a 
paper  system,  671 ;  this  bill  will  not  have  the  effect  to 
reverse  the  act  of  October,  671 ;  the  OoTemmcnt  bound 
to  pay  Its  creditors  In  legal  currency,  672 ;  lUlacy  of 
mppoelng  bank  notes  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  67i ;  tt  Is 
reoommended  the  notes  be  sold  for  money,  673;  the 
present  question  Is  a  very  simple  one,  672 ;  If  treasury 
notes  are  really  below  par  It  might  be  easily  explained, 
878;  treaaury  notes  can  never  be  at  the  established 
rotes  according  to  law,  678 ;  I  am  asked  If  I  would  sell 
these  notes  for  money  and  have  It  In  specie,  674 ;  the 
example  of  the  throe  flirmers,  674 ;  a  fiction  to  consider 
bank  notes  equivalent  to  specie,  674 ;  It  Is  said  bank 
notes  are  not  credit,  674 ;  It  la  thought  impossible  to 
keep  bonk  notes  at  par  with  gold  and  silver,  675;  under 
the  resolution  of  1316,  every  thing  was  passed  to  the 
credit  of  the  United  States  as  cash,  675;  the  doctrine  of 
State  rights  tends  to  a  government  paper,  675. 

Give  assent  in  no  shape  and  no  form  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  repudiated  continental  system  of  paper  mo- 
n,ey,  676;  this  mode  of  raising  money  leads  to  extntva- 
gant  issues,  676. 

These  notes  equal  to  specie  in  the  market,  676;  the 
Government  embarrassed,  not  by  Its  own  acta,  676 ;  the 
system  of  extravagance  which  formerly  found  so  much 
fiivor  with  the  opposition  67T ;  the  misrepresentations 
which  have  been  made,  (TT;  how  the  treasury  came  to 
b«  out  of  money,  67T ;  the  dlstribuUan  act  did  not  con- 
tribute to  the  suspension  of  the  banks,  678 ;  necessity 
of  the  deposit  act,  678;  the  withdrawal  of  the  ftinds 
from  the  banks  is  said  to  have  been  the  cause  of  sus- 
pension, 673;  bill  read  third  time,  679;  In  the  Senate 
the  bill  passed,  TS8.  See  Jndtm,  ml  a. 
Triatiee,  are  tHetf  Suprem*  over  State  laiee  t—See  Ind^m, 
VOL  IS. 


Treat]/  of  Ohmt,  eotnnUttlott  tuuier.— &«  Indem,  vol.  8. 

Treat)/,  JTeic  Cretk.~Se*  Indem,  vol  9,  and  Index,  vol.  S. 
Cretk  Indian  negotiation,  , 

Treaty  viith  Great  Britain.— See  Indem,  vol.  I. 

Treat]/  wUk  Spain.— See  Indeas,  vol.  6. 

Tiwtieh  Oommimion,  power  of  (A«  PrttUieni  to  oriffinal* 
Mieeiom.—See  Index,  vol  lU 

Tusaso,  Jjjua,  Bepresentatlve  from  Maryland,  8.— £s*  In- 
dex, voL  12. 

Ttbsit,  H.  L.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Tennesae--,  461. 

TruuLL,  JozL,  Bepi^sentative  from  New  York,  8;  <»  tk* 
arrest  of  £.  U.  Whitney,  293.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

TuSTOH,  Bev.  Hr^  elected  chaplain  et  the  Houae,  468. 

Tuo-tMrd*  tote.— See  Index,  vol  4. 

Ttlxb,  Joinr,  votes  for,  as  Yice  President,  279.  See  Index, 
vols.  7,  9, 10,  II,  12. 


Uksibwood,  Josktb  B.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Eentoeky,  4, 
460 ;  on  the  Executive  Administration,  281 ;  on  depodts 
with  the  State*,  811 ;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, 469;  OB  the  Florida  War,  643 ;  on  the  nentnllty 
bill,  63a 

Union,  diteolution  of.—See  Index,  voL  4 

Untted  Statee  and  Georgia.— See  Index,  voL  >. 

Uneettled  Bataneee.—See  Index,  vol  5. 


Vaeeination  of  Indian*.— See  Index,  vols.  T,  11. 

Tail,  Hixbt,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  Tork,  460. 

Yax  Btrsxx,  Masthc,  retires  as  President  of  the  Bwata, 
172 ;  his  address,  172;  Inauguration  of;  208 ;  his  iililiiia, 
206;  votes  for,  as  President,  279;  answer  on  being  noti- 
fied of  his  election  as  President,  295.  See  Index,  vols. 
7,8,12. 

Tjlksiepoil,  Aabox,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  Twk,S; 
on  deposits  with  the  Stat^  819 ;  on  the  fortlfieatioo 
bill,  886.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

TasdiUvbib,  ABBiniii,  Bepresentatlve  from  New  Yorii; 
460. 

Vermont,  vote  for  President  In  1836,  S80. 

Veeeele,  Regietering  and  Clearing.— See  ledex,  voL  1. 

Fic«  and  Rear  AdmiraU.—See  Index,  voL  S. 

Vtee-Preeident,  election  oi;  by  the  Senate,  1S9L 

Tice-PreeidenCe  Appeal— See  Index,  voL  9. 

Tice-Preeident,  poioert  <ff  t^.—See  Index,  voL  8. 

Turtoir,  SunrEL  F.,  Bepresentatlve  fkom  Ohio,  4 ;  on  the 
cxplorlug  expedition,  257 ;  on  Seminole  hoetHitlea,  12. 
See  Index,  vols.  T,  8, 9, 10, 11,  lil 

Virginia  Land  Warrant*.— See  Index,  voL  T. 

Virginia  XHUaryLand  Warrantt.—S6e  /ndea^ToIo.i,  5; 
do.  Cfaime.—See  Index,  vol.  IL 

Virginia,  vote  for  President  In  1836, 280. 


Wdbatk  and  Miami  CkuuU.—S*t  Index,  voL  8L 
Waoxiceb,  David  D.,  Bepreaentatlve  firom  Penasylvaida, 

8,460. 
Vavexk,  Bobkbt  J.,  on  deposlta  with  the  States,  63 ;  oflfes 
a  resolution  on  Texan  independence,  99;.<m  sales  of 
lands  to  actual  settlers,  109;  on  the  treasury  etmilai; 
178 ;  on  Texan  Independence,  203 ;  Senator  from  IBmit- 
cippi,  839 ;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  858;  oa 
treasury  notes,  865;  on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  409;  oa 
pre-emption,  620;  on  relaUona  with  Mexico,  660;  an  tbe 
transfer  of  canal  stock,  719 ;  relative  to  the  Ualse  I 
dary,  764.    See  Index,  Tolli. 
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MfjiLL,  Gabuit  D.,  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  839 ;  reports 
on  the  Uadlson  papers,  44S;  on  abolition  petitions,  SS7, 
S62;  on  Callionn's  reaolntions,  5S9.    St4  Indtm,  vol.  12. 

War,  eonduet  tf  th*.—St»  Index,  vol.  5. 

Wabd,  Aabos,  BepresentotlTS  from  New  York,  8.  iSm  In- 
dtm,  vol  U. 

Waxdwzix,  DxinxL,  Bepresentatlre  from  New  York,  8. 
Set  Indta,  toI.  19. 

WoMngion't  Birth-Day.— Si4  Indtx,  toL  11.  Do.  3f<mu- 
mtnt.—Se»  Indem,  vols,  tv «,  7.  Do.  PortraU.—Stt  In- 
dee,  vols.  8, 11, 11  Do.  Btnuiiat.Su  Index,  vol  11. 
Do.  Statut.—S«»  Indea,  toL  11. 

WtuMngUm  City,  capture  <ff.~S«e  Index,  vol.  B. 

WjiSHniOTOir,  Oeoboe  C.,  Bepresentatlvo  from  Maryland,  8. 

WaMngton  Monument  Society. — In  the  Senate,  a  memo- 
rial fltim,  presented,  6S7 ;  laid  on  tho  table,  GST, 

WiBSixB,  DuoEL,  Senator  from  Manwnhnaetts,  889 ;  on  the 
dangers  of  paper  money,  60 ;  on  the  treasary  circular, 
63;  protests  against  the  expunging  resolution,  1S8;  on 
the  land  loons,  197 ;  Totes  for  as  Frejidont,  S79 ;  on  post- 
poning the  fourth  lostaiment,  853,  855;  on  the  sub- 
Treasury  blU,  414;  on  tho  annexation  of  Texas,  449; 
relative  to  Calhoun's  resolutions,  (03,  (04,  605;  on 
treasury  notes,  669,  671, 678, 675 ;  on  the  tariff  compro- 
mise, 751,    See  Jndeie,  toIs.  5, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12. 

WEBsni,  TaTun,  Bepresonutlvo  fhim  Ohio,  4, 431.  See 
Indem,  toL  12. 

Wezks,  Jcscra,  BepresentaUre  from  New  Ilampshire,  S, 
460. 

ITesf  Point  Aeadtmy.—See  Indeta,  toIs.  7, 10.  Do.  Oadett. 
See  Indem,  Tola.  6, 10.  Do.  VUUore.—See  Indets,  vols. 
»,10. 

tfetl  Point  Academy.— In  the  House,  an  appropriation  for, 
considered,  88;  oU  efforts  for  a  reorgooiiatlon  bare 
proTcd  unanecessfhl,  88 ;  it  is  said  not  to  be  the  proper 
time  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  institution,  88;  why 
has  the  InTesttgatlos been  resisted!  83 ;  "architeots  of 
ruin,"  89 ;  characteristics  of  the  law  creating  the  institu- 
tion, 89 ;  no  right  to  educate  young  men  fi>r  prirate  life, 
39 ;  answer  to  objections  to  the  institution,  40 ;  views  In 
1800  as  to  educating  young  men  gratoitonsly,  40 ;  ex- 
tiaets  <yom  reports,  41 ;  the  hiw  of  1812^  42;  fttrthet  re- 
marks, 42 ;  bill  passed,  48. 

Weetem  Armory.-— See  Index,  toIs.  7, 9, 10, 

Weetem  Bitere,  navigation  of.— See  Index,  toL  S; 

Whttb,  Albxxt  S.,  Bepresentative  fh>m  Indiana,  461. 

Wsfra,  Hoen  L.,  votes  for  as  President,  279 ;  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  839.    See  Index,  vols.  8-12. 

Wmn,  Jomc,  Bepresentative  fh>m  Kentucky,  4, 460. 

Wnrn,  Joseph  M.,  Delegate  from  Florida,  4.  See  Index, 
vols.  8-12. 

'WnrriHCjLS,  Jomr,  testimony  In  tha  case  of  B.  H.  'Whitney, 
804. 

Whitee,  their  intnuion  on  Indian  BeeervaUone.—See  In- 
dex, vol.  8. 

Whitney'e  Patent  Slght^-Set  Index,  toL  4, 

Ifumnr,  B.  M.,  (A«  ease  q/t— In  the  House,  report  of  the 
committee,  291 ;  'Whitney  refhses  to  obey  tho  summons 
to  attend  as  a  witness  before  the  committee,  291 ;  reso- 
lution of  the  report,  291 ;  resolnttons  for  the  arrest  of 
'Whitney  offered,  291 ;  counsel  demanded  for  Wliltney, 
292;  doubtfU  if  ho  has  been  guilty,  292;  your  doctrine 
of  contempt  a  dangerous  one,  292 ;  a  violation  of  duty  to 
see  a  dtlzen  deprived  of  Us  liberty  under  the  drenm- 
stances  of  this  case,  293;  the  complaint  of  the  Indlvidoal 
charged  vrith  contempt,  that  an  outrageous  aasaolt.was 
made  on  him  in  the  committee,  292 ;  the  witness's  rea- 
sons for  not  complying,  298 ;  the  resolution  assumes 
that  a  contempt  boa  been  committed,  293 ;  the  power  of 
this  House  to  punish  for  constructive  contempt  denied, 
298;  the  dreamstanoes  onder  which  It  Is  proposed  to 


bring  Ur.  Whitney  before  the  House,  294;  it  is  the  pro- 
posal to  arrest  on  American  dtixen,  294;  a  oommitteo 
cannot  have  a  contempt  committed  against  it  by  a  refu- 
sal to  obey  its  orders,  395 ;  the  system  of  privilegoa  and 
contempts  grown  up  in  this  country,  295;  resolution 
adopted,  295: 

Arrest  of  'Uliitney,  296 ;  resolution  respecting,  296; 
placed  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  297 ;  address  of  tha 
Speaker,  297;  reply  of  accused,  297 ;  resolution  relative 
to  further  proceeding,  297;  examination  of  witnesses 
before  tile  House,  298 ;  first  Interrogatory  to  Mr.  Fair- 
field, 293;  answer,  293;  second  Interrogatory,  298;  reply, 
393 ;  frirther  Interrogatories,  299-804;  testimony  of  John 
Whitehead,  304;  testimony  of  James  Oarlond,  80& 

Besolutlon  to  discharge  'Whitney,  806;  passed,  807; 
'Whitney  discharged,  806. 

WnrrruaiT,  Ki.rani,  Bepresentative  from  Ohio,  4, 461 ;  on 
the  Mississippi  electlan,  473.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

WHmusET,  Tuoxaa  T.,  BepreeentattTe  from  Connecticut, 
4601 

Widowt  and  Orphan*,  pmtion  to.— See  Index,  vol.  & 

WiLsx,  BiooAss  H,  the  eaee  cf.—Ste  Index,  voL  10. 

Wiu»uj(,  Zalhox,  Bepresentative  from  Connecticut,  8; 
deoease  o(  5. 

Wit.ttiira,  CiuusTopnu  H.,  Bepresentative  from  Tenne*- 
see,46t 

Wnjxaim,  Jahed  W.,  BepreaantatiTe  from  New  Hampshire, 
460. 

WiLuuia,  JoeiPH  Ii^  Bepresentative  ttmn  Tennessee,  4601, 

WiLUAMS,  Lxwm,  Bepresentative  tnm  North  Carolina,  8, 
460;  administers  the  oath  to  the  Bped:er,  4;  on  the 
Hissiisippi  election,  479;  on  the  Florida  'War,  525i  See 
Index,  vols.  7-12. 

WiuuiiB,  BcrxL,  Senator  from  Ualne,  205, 839. 

WiLUAKS,  SmaaoD,  Bepresentative  firom  Kentucky,  4, 460. 

WiuiAMS,  TnoxAS  H.,  Senator  from  Mississippi,  707 ;  on  the 
death  of  J.  Cilley,  688;  on  the  north-eastern  boundary, 
686. 

WUneeeee,  payment  tf,  in  Impeachment  eaeee.—See  Index, 
vols.  8,  It 

Wleeonein  MeeHon.—Ia  the  House,  resolutions  relative  to, 
T16. 

Wieeoniin  Territory.— In  the  Hoose,  a  bill  to  establish  the 
Territorial  Government  considered,  16. 

Wds,  HiKST  A.,  Bepresentative  from 'Virginia,  8,  460;  on 
slavery  petitions,  6;  ofi  tlie  report  on  abolition  petitions, 
24;  on  the  Exeeuttve  administration,  212;  on  a  scene  in 
the  committee  room,  260,  268;  on  the  case  of  B.  H. 
'Whitney,  390;  on  tho  Florida  'War,  466,  466;  on  peat- 
poning  the  fourth  instalment,  490 ;  on  treasury  notes^ 
488,  667;  relative  to  the  Seminole  War,  617;  on  the 
rights  of  the  South,  704,  705.    See  Index,  vol.  13. 

WaiOHT,  BiulS,  on  the  distribution  question,  204;  Senator 
lh>m  New  York,  889;  reports  on  financial  measures^ 
851;  on  treasury  notes,  859,  866,  66S,  670,  677;  reports 
relief  for  sufferers  by  fire  in  New  York,  874;  on  tha 
sub-Treasniy,  437 ;  on  small  notes,  665 ;  on  the  Independ- 
ent treasury,  621.    See  Index,  vols,  9, 10, 12. 

Wou>,  TBOKis  J.,  Bepresentative  from  Mississippi,  6S0. 

WosTmiraTOH,  J.  T.  H.,  Bepresentative  from  Moryhud, 
460. 


Taaoo  Purehate.—See  Index,  vols,  E,  8,  9. 

Teae  and  iraye.—lo  the  Senate,  on  committing  the  bill  fur 
deposits  with  the  Statea,  62 ;  relative  to  tho  admission 
of  Michigan,  92 ;  on  tho  expunging  resolations,  156 ;  on 
sales  of  public  lands  only  to  actool  settlers,  161 ;  on  the 
treasary  dronlar,  161;  on  the  Colonizatton  Sodety'a 
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msmorlal,  182;  on  unondment  to  the  land  bill,  1S3; 
relative  to  eonnting  the  Totee  Ibr  President,  etc.,  18t ; 
on  an  abolition  memorial,  18T,  190 ;  on  troamry  funds, 
190 ;  on  the  oession  of  the  public  lands,  191 ;  on  the  for- 
tification bill,  191 ;  relative  to  the  papers  of  If odlson, 
107 ;  on  the  reduction  of  the  tariff,  197 ;  on  deposit  irith 
the  States,  202,  204 ;  on  Texas  Independence,  202 ;  rela- 
Uto  to  If  ezican  aflUrs,  202 ;  on  the  issne  of  treasniy 
notes,  8ST ;  relattre  to  the  fourth  Instalment,  SSt,  8S9 ; 
00  postponing  the  sub- Treasury  bill,  408;  relative  to  a 
United  States  Bank,  409;  on  abolition  petitiona,  6C2, 
EOT;  on  small  note  bill,  508;  relative  to  Mr.  Calhoun's 
resolutions,  677,  B78,  B88,  598,  603,  810,  611 ;  on  the  claim 
of  B.  W.  Meade,  617 ;  on  postponing  the  Independent 
treasury  bill,  642 ;  on  amendment  to  the  treasury  bill, 
(54,  665;  relative  to  dneUlng,  858, 659;  on  the  gradna- 
UonbUl,  661;  relattva  to  an  Indian  Delegate  to  Wash- 
ington, 668;  on  protection  to  Indiana,  868;  on  bank 
notes  Ibr  Oovemment  due*,  668 ;  on  the  Treasury  ITote 
bill,  879 ;  on  Imprisonment  for  debt,  688;  on  postponing 
the  fourth  Instalment,  715 ;  on  the  graduation  bill,  780 ; 
on  armed  occupation  of  Florida,  744;  relative  to  book 
poTchases,  781. 

In  the  House,  on  laying  slavery  petitions  on  the  table, 
S,  U ;  on  reaolnttons  relative  to  slavery  In  the  Dlstrlet 
of  Columbia  and  alavery  petitiona,  18;  on  th«  appropri- 
ation blU,  21 ;  on  the  report  on  abolition  petltlon^  27, 


28 ;  on  third  reading  of  the  bin  for  the  odmiaaloa  c( 
Michigan,  SO ;  do.  Arkan8a^  81 ;  on  Texas  Independenee, 
48 ;  to  lay  the  surplus  revenue  bill  on  the  table,  250 ;  on 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  266;  on  the  eenscre  of  Ml. 
Adams,  290 ;  on  the  right  of  a  slave  to  petition,  IM ;  «■ 
the  discharge  of  B.  M  Whitney,  807;  on  dopoait*  with 
the  States,  824;  ooflinda  receivable  for  Federal  does, 
882;  on  the  depoelt  daoae  of  the  foitlflcatlon  bill,  3S4; 
on  disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  lk>r- 
tlflcation  bill,  887 ;  relative  to  the  sub-Treasury  Un,  445^ 
Ut,  448;  on  a  national  bank,  479;  relative  to  the  fooilh 
instalment,  4M,  iOl ;  relative  to  the  MlasisalppI  eleetkn, 
502 ;  on  a  national  bank,  507 ;  on  the  Treasoiy  Note 
bill,  628,  667,  689;  on  reeepUon  of  abolition  pettOona, 
666;  relative  to  investigating  the  causa  of  Uie  death  of 
Cilley,  687;  on  the  Independent  Treasury  bin,  695 ;  on 
rescinding  the  treasury  order,  690;  on  decision  cf  tlM 
Chair,  6S8;  relative  to  slavery  petitions,  707 ;  on  thanka 
to  the  Speaker,  771 ;  relative  to  book  purchases.  Tit. 

TzLL,  AscBiBAU),  On  deposits  with  the  Stataa,  SIS;  Bepca- 
sentatlve  from  Arkansas,  481. 

YoBKK,  Thovas  Jons,  Bepreaentative  tnm  Kew  Jersey, 
480. 

Touxo,  Jons,  Bepreaentative  tnm  New  York,  210. 

Toimo,  BiOHASD  M^  Senator  tnm  lUlnols,  SOS,  889 ;  on  Mr. 
Oalhoou's  resolutions,  679,  S81 
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